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SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN UPON THE
OCCASION OF THE PRESENTATION OF
AWARDS TO PROMINENT PARTY WORKERS
AND SOVIET STATE OFFICIALS

January 5, 1978

Dear comrades and friends,

It is my pleasant duty teday to confer high awards of our
Motherland upon my colleagues from among the leadership of our
Party, and also upon a number of prominent Soviet state officials.

For his great services to the Party and state, and in honour of
his seventy-fifth birthday, the Order of the October Revolution has
been awarded to one whom we all hold dear-one of the most senior
workers of the CPSU leadership, a member of the Politbureau, and
a Secretary of the Central Committee of the Party—Mikhail Andreye-
vich Suslov.

The whole of his life has been devoted to the cause of the
siruggle for the victory of socialism, and for building communism
in our Soviet land. His notable contribution to the practical and
theoretical work of the Party is well known, and it seems to me
that there is no need to speak about this in detail.

. Also well known is how much Mikhail Andreyevich has done
er the development and strengthening of our Party’s international
ties, its relations with other fraternal parties, and with all detach-
ments of the world revelutionary and national liberation movement.

We have a high appreciation of Mikhail Andreyevich’s fine
human qualities, such as his Bolshevik adherence to principle, the
exacting standards he applies to himself and others, his exceptional
love for work, and his great modesty.

Today, in conferring upon you this well-deserved award, I want
o give you my warmest congratulations, Mikhail Andreyevich,
and with all my heart wish you good health and new successes
1n your fruitful work.

The conferment of a high award recognises the outstanding
Organisational and political work of Candidate-Member of the Polit-
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bureau of the Central Committee of the CPSU, First Secretary
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Uzbekistan
Comrade Rashidov.

Under the leadership of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of the republic, headed by you, Sharaf Rashidovich,
the Communists and all workers of Uzbekistan have achieved
significant successes in carrying out the tasks set by the 25th Party
Congress, and in the struggle to obtain big harvests of cotton fo:
the country. And your role in this is appreciated by the award
to you, in your sixtieth year, of the Order of Lenin and the second
Hammer and Sickle Gold Medal.

Please accept my sincere congratulations, Sharaf Rashidovich
and wishes for all the best, including new successes in the struggle
to fulfil the tasks of the republic’'s five-year plan, and the struggle
for quality and efficiency in work.

Today the Order of the October Revolution is also awarded
to Candidate-Member of the Central Committee Politbureau and
Minister of Culture of the USSR, Pyotr Nilovich Demichev. The
award is for his services to the Communist Party and Soviet state,
and in recognition of his having attained the age of sixty.

My heartfelt congratulations to you on this award, Pyotr Nilo-
vich, and I wish you good health and continued successful work
in the cultural sphere, the importance of which for the communist
education of the Soviet people it is impossible to overestimate.

It affords me great pleasure, too, to confer the Order of Lenin
and Gold Star Medal upon the chief of the General Staff of the
Armed Forces of the USSR, Marshal of the Soviet Union, Nikolai
Vasilyevich Ogarkov, In his sixtieth year, he has had conferred
tpon him the honoured title of Hero of the Soviet Union in rec-
ognition of his great contribution to the building of the Armed
Forces of the country, for his able leadership of these forces, and
for personal courage and gallantry displayed in the years of the
Great Patriotic War,

I congratulate you, Nikolai Vasilyevich, and wish you new
splendid achievements in the responsible post which you have been
entrusted with by the Party and the people!

Finally, I have the award of the Order of the October Revo-
lution to make to the Minister of Internal Affairs of the USSR,
General of the Army N. A. Shchelockov, and the military Badge
of Honour of the Chief Marshal of the Air Force to award to the
Minister of Civil Aviation of the USSR, B. P. Bugaev.

My sincere congratulations to you, Nikolai Anisimovich and
Boris Pavlovich! These awards recognise the great work you are
doing in your responsible posts. At the same time we look forward
to new, still more notable successes in your work which is soim-
portant for the Motherland, for our cause of building communism.

I am sure, dear comrades, that you will justify these ex-
pectations.
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SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE
PRESENTATION OF THE ORDER OF LENIN
AND THE HAMMER AND SICKLE GOLD

MEDAL OF HERO OF SOCIALIST LABOUR TO
F. D. KULAKOV, MEMBER OF THE POLITICAL
BUREAU AND SECRETARY OF THE CPSU
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

February 9, 1978

Dear Fyodor Davydovich,

All of us, your friends and fellow workers, have assemble
today with the feeling of joy in order to congratulate you onc
more on your 60th birthday, and to present you with one of ou
country’s high awazds.

You, Fyodor Davydovich, are almost a coeval of the Great
October Revolution. And it can be said with confidence that your
whole career and activities are connected with the great effort of
our Leninist Party to implement the immortal ideas of the October
Revolution and the ideas of communism,

You became an agronomist at the age of 20, and since then
you have been devoting your efforts primarily to that important
sector of our national economy-agriculture. You know the real
value of bread, and you know how much labour is involved in
ensuring stable harvests and raising the productivity of livestock
farming. You also know how complicated and responsible are the
tasks which the Soviet countryside has to solve at present, and
how much it will have to do in the future.

As a Member of the Political Bureau and Secretary of the CPSU
Central Committee, you are making a fine contribution to the
concerted, collective work of the leading bodies of the Party and
to the practice of communist construction.

Difficulties cannot be avoided in any major undertaking. This
also applies to the building of a new society which demands the
Constant creative efforts and energies of all those involved, and
most particularly, of the leaders. At the same time, one derives
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great happiness in making a contribution to the birth of the com-
munist morrow.

Permit me to express my confidence, dear Fyodor Davydovich,
that you will worthily continue to live up to the trust of the Party,
and selflessly work for the good of the Soviet people. I wish you
the best of health, a lot of energy. and fresh success in creative
effort.

I congratulate you wholeheartedly on being awarded the title
of Hero of Socialist Labour.

Permit me to present toc you the Order of Lenin and the Sickle
and Hammer Gold Medal.

SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN ON RECEIVING THE
ORDER OF VICTORY

February 20, 1978

Dear comrades,

Friends,

It is easy to understand what I feel now. For me who fought
through the entire war from its very beginning to its very end
and who in the post-war years was constantly connected with the
life of our Armed Forces, the Order of Victory is a very honorable
and deeply moving award. I am sincerely grateful for it to our
Party, its Central Committee and the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR,

In accepting this award I think, above all, of my combat friends,
soldiers, sailors, officers, generals. I recall all the people with
whom side by side I went through the war, with whom we achieved
victory.

Victory was the greatest achievement of our people. The whole
country, the young and the old, rejoiced on May 9, 1945. And
immediately afterwards our Party and the Soviet Government put
on the agenda the task of securing a lasting peaceful settlement
that would write finis to the war.

It toock, however, enormous efforts to consolidate the victory
that was won at untold cost. It took three decades for the invio-
lability of the post-war frontiers to be recognised by Europe, as
well as by the United States and Canada. And this is, essentially,
what is meant by consolidating victory's results.

While they were defending their country and fighting fascism,
our soldiers and our Soviet people thought of peace. We fought
for putting an end once and for all to military conflagrations. We
fought to ensure that our mothers did not weep for their sons.
We fought to uphold the freedom of our people and the peoples
of other countries, to uphold their right to life, to peaceful labour,
to happiness.
~ Our Party and our people were, are and will always be ded-
Icated to the cause of peace. Safeguarding peace means to us
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safeguarding socialism, safeguarding the radiant future of the whole
of mankind.

I should like to mention here one particular and very important
aspect of our peace efforts—the consolidation of the defence capa-
bility of the Soviet Union.

I am proud, comrades, that I am being given this extremely
high award during the 60th anniversary celebrations of our Soviet
Army, our Red Army, born in the flames of the October Revolution.
The Party is doing everything to ensure that the defence of our
country is at the proper level.

But, in consolidating our Armed Forces, we do not in any way
go beyond the actual requirements of our security and the security
of our socialist friends. We threaten no one and impose our will
upon no one.

If detente continues, if other states are ready for disarmament,
we shall not lag behind. We search steadily, consistently and ever
more energetically with every year for ways to settle this problem,
including the most radical way, general and complete disarmament.

Dear comrades, friends, in accepting this award I should like
to assure you and through you all the Communists and all the
Soviet people that the great ideas of Lenin, the ideas of commu-
nism will continue to be my lodestar as they have been all my
conscious life. As any member of our Party I have no higher in-
terest than the good of the people, the good of our country.

SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE DINNER IN
HONOUR OF HAFIZ AL-ASSAD, GENERAL
SECRETARY OF THE ARAB SOCIALIST
RENAISSANCE PARTY AND PRESIDENT OF
THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

February 21, 1978

Dear Comrade Hafiz al-Assad,

Esteemed Syrian friends,

Comrades,

We are happy to welcome Hafiz al-Assad, General Secretary
of the Arab Socialist Renaissance Party and President of the Svyrian
Arab Republic, and the Syrian leaders who arrived with h"r{; “in
Moscow again. A

Comrade President, you are known in this country as a stron
supporter of developing friendly relations with the Soviet Ur:i-'\ng
Wg also completely support the further strengthening of our r’:‘i:r:.d:
ship. Siz?ce both sides want this, there is every reason to horJ—e .:’“at
i'él;ijcozzn'ng years wil_'i be marked by the further -:-trengtheriing of

et-Syrian cooperation

'3

Om countries are different, each has its own eventful history
traditions and customs, but there is also a great deal that um’téS:
us, and does so reliably. ] 1
. tI;ll;c. f!?:iiewtng!;idS%?§;1rif§ti:£21thlJV tru:lr‘.u!-(i.il‘:e great cause

edom . independence of peoples. Both our countries

come out for lasting peace, for extinguishing the centres of war and
Imperialist aggression and for putting an end to all the vestiges
of colonialism. P
l Is it possible to forget the many achievements that we have
al‘eady‘ made in peaceful construction and in developing joint
€conomic action? I shall recall only the Euphrates hydrc,:cchctric
PO‘-‘\_TEI' complex, which is rightly regarded as the beacon of Soviet-
Syrian economic cooperation. ]
Soviet people hold dear and understand the aspirations of the

LIIC

Svri r L 1= W& :
¥rian working people. We know very well the aims of development
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along the road of progress set out by the leadership of friendly
Syria and by the Progressive National Front, which unites the Arab
Socialist Renaissance Party, the Syrian Communist Party and all
the democratic anti-imperialist forces of the country. And we wish
the friendly people of the Syrian Arab Republic new successes
along this road.

Dear comrades,

We all see very well that the more firmly the emerging states
stand on their own feet, the more persistent are the attempts of
the imperialists to impede their development, to turn them back
and to restore the influence they have lost there.

The imperialists are seeking to split the national liberation
movement and to find conciliators and capitulators in its ranks,
promising them economic and financial aid. The present turn of
events in the Middle East is added confirmation of this.

In effect, the Arab countries of the Middle East are now, as it
were, at a fork in the road. Will the aggressor triumph or will the
just cause of freedom, peace and independence of the peoples take
the upper hand?¢ This depends on their  determination and their
solidarity.

There is no need to prove that our sympathies and our support
are on the side of the Arab peoples.

Everybody knows the views which we consistently hold on the
question of a Middle East settlement. We hold that a settlement
must include:

- The withdrawal of Israeli troops from all Arab territories
occupied in 1967;

— Implementation of the inalienable rights of the Arab people
of Palestine, and first of all the right to self-determination, includ-
ing the creation of their own state;

~ The safeguarding of the independent existence of all states
of the area.

It is now clear to all that by embarking on the road of separate
deals with Israel, the Egyptian leadership began unilaterally to
surrender one joint Arab position after another. As a result, serious
damage has already been inflicted on the struggle of the Arabs
to eliminate the vestiges of the Israeli aggression, and the cause
of a Middle East settlement has been pushed back.

The question prompts itself, is it not time to stop the unprin-
cipled political manoeuvres in the Middle East, manoeuvres which
threaten the interests of the Arabs, and return the cause of a settle-
ment to the channel of the Geneva Conference?

This, without doubt, would accord with the fundamental in-
terests of the peoples of the Middle East and make a big contribu-
tion to the cause of improving the international climate.

By again outlining the already known position of the Soviet
Union, I would like to emphasise once again that we pay tribute
to Syria’s firm and, at the same time, realistic and constructive
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olicy in the struggle for the atra; 5
and just ff\'iiddle Eg;t sett]igr}:g;t,h[mmmem of a really all-embracing
The freedom-loving peoples 3 il : R ) ! _
active participation il? tLI’m pcffi)r;;“;fh;ﬁs giggl;‘izigl Amlb Syria’s
and the _Pales'tme_ Liberation Organisation which, at ata stafes
ferences in Tripoli and Algiers, laid the gl‘ound\.\ré)rf{ fi?cen.t C‘ulnq
ening the front of resistance to the policy of i L 1 Stzetgih-
out Arab interests. = O surrender and selling

Comrade President,
I believe that the Soviet-Syrian talk

ide reacAan I T 3 S that IOE an tcd:“” lrezd
prow‘dc‘.“s'blo'-l to believe that we have mutua1gundcrst:‘: d:-:[-—L_-uY
ally e : = 1 anding o
Pl'aCUC:--.- all questions under discussion. And this is yet x i
[ entee that our friendship and allround coopepatiar o s Ber

cessfully develop further, ound cooperation will suc-
I propose a to: " -
Geuel-ﬁlqs%i a toast to the health of Comrade Hafiz aliAsead
e ;I;mzfcf:i Of“}htc' A_N}ab Socialist Renaissance Party, Chairm L:l
y 91css1ve INational Front D Mnesiatanid
Syrian Arab Republic, t of Syria and President of the

To the progress and prosperity of the
:l'o the success of the just cause
lasting peace in the Middle East!

fy dohin and L.
To friendship and fruitful cooper

Syrian peoplel
of the Arab peoples and to
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ation between our countries!




SPEECH AT THE RECEPTION ON THE
OCCASION OF THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE SOVIET ARMED FORCES

February 23, 1978

Dear comrades,

The entire Soviet people and progressive mankind are widely
celebrating today the glorious 60th anniversary of the Soviet Army
which has been created under the direction of our leader Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin.

he celebration meeting we had yesterday was a striking display
of the love and profound respect our people have for their army.

[ am bound to mention that both the celebration meeting and
this reception have been graced by the presence of our friends
from socialist lands: the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hunga
rian People’s Republic, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Ger-
man Democratic Republic, the Democratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea, the Republic of Cuba, the Mongolian People’s Republic, the
Polish People’'s Republic, the Socialist Republic of Romania, the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia.

This is fresh evidence of the brotherhood and close cooperation
of our countries and the combat friendship of their armed forces
And so, Comrade Ustinoy was right in stressing the importance
of this fact in his speeches yesterday and today.

Let me congratulate on this impressive anniversary the Armed
Forces of the Soviet Union and all those who are contributing by
their labour effort towards building up our army’s strength and
the basis of its fighting capacity.

I want to convey the warmest greetings and congratulations
today to the veterans who have come through the Civil War and
the Patriotic War, those who have never spared their lives in the
name of this country’s freedom and independence.

I propose a toast to the soldiers, officers and generals, to the
Soviet Army, Navy and Air Force. I am perfectly sure that they
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will continue to fulfil with honour their sacred duty to their home-
land.

On your behalf, comrades, I ask our friends from the sister
socialist nations to transmit our warmest sentiments, our love and
yespect to their peoples and parties, to the Central Committees and
First Secretaries of their Central Committees. I feel sure you will
join me in asking them to do so.

'1_‘0 Fhe further success of all those who have served or are
gerving in our Armed Forces, who are in uniform today.



SPEECHES IN THE KREMLIN AT A SESSION OF
THE PRESIDIUM OF THE USSR SUPREME

SOVIET

February 24, 1978

On the Results of the Consideration of Suggestions
and Comments Made by Deputies to the USSR
Supreme Soviet at the Seventh Special Session
During Discussion of the Draft of the Constitution
of the USSR

Does anyone wish to take the flocr?

No one does.

Let me say a few words then.

From the memorandum submitted and from A. N. Kosygin's
report it is evident what extensive and useful work is being plan-
ned to implement the deputies’ proposals. This is a matter of funda-
mental significance. After all, we deal with proposals expressing in
effect the interests of millions of Soviet people, their great concern
for the successful development of ocur society. This places especial
responsibility on all bodies that are tc carry the proposals into
life,

The discussion of the report by the Council of Ministers of the
USSR at the Presidium sitting is a logical continuation of the efforts
aimed at developing and perfecting the control functions of the
supreme organ of power, as is required by the provisions of the
new Constitution.

I do not doubt that this trend in the activities of the Supreme
Soviet, which incidentally is being further extended, is very useful
for the ministries and departments themselves, for the government
as a whole. That is understandable. For every time—whether at a
session of the Supreme Soviet, a sitting of the Presidium or of a
standing commission—-many deputies are involved in preparing a
question. They are specialists in their fields, leading Party func-
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tionaries _and executives, people with a wide-ranging knowledae of
Jife. Their advice and their suggestions are very importantu and
yvaluable. They see management from the inside, so to speak frc:;“-
the production collectives. } ok 3

There is yet another important aspect to the question. It lies
in the fact that the development of the control functions of the
Soviets is one of the chief means of advancing our 1‘0;31'escnl'ati;7e
system and deepening democracy in our socialist society.

I think tl}at_ the positive experience we have already gained and
the nature of the interrelationship between bodies of ;50“‘.‘31- and o
management should be reflected and recorded also in new law
which we will shortly be considering. I am referring, above :
to the Law on a
Supreme Soviet.

Such are briefly the considerations I wished to voice on this
question. }

f

dii,

1ie Council of Ministers and the Regulations of the

On the Experience of Work with Electors’ Mandates
by the Soviets of People’s Deputies in Byelorussia

The documents submitted as well as the speeches made by
.- - 1 Aq’— - -y Py A - 'A i = 2 .-.
Com}?“dt’ Polyakov and other comrades have given a sufficientl
dgtm.cd account of the Byelorussian Soviets' experience of work
with electors’ mandates, ;
I would like to dwell on a few points.
The matter of the electors’ m: as i
g c’_[‘h t.(lic'lhzqfl.n.)m m‘ar_idates l_‘;.ab not been raised ac-
¥. € mandates are a vivid manifestation of our democ-
racy, democtacy not in words, but in deeds, democracy which is
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real and ci’feciive,l These mandates express the working people’s
foncern for the affairs of their state, and social interests We have

1}

RO right to lof_se sight of these manifestations of public initiativ
It is also import: to take into account that well-organised
work with ':nan_d tes serves an educational purpose of grrja;t ‘ihrr:
E:;‘I:’aric‘s:m{fme :cilscg_:s'.f,ion of‘ ?}rog?osai‘s submitted, the not always
th‘s process of deciding which mandates should be carried out—all
m;fﬂ?;:lp;ﬂto dTe_\-'cl-iloi_‘J the Soviet people’s ability to think in a states-
; Xe way. It is important, naturally, to raise the matter correct-
ps;o The mtc_restmgl point about Byelorussia’s experience is that
Witﬁelthacttcmn:sgaf;:l scope was given there to the work connected
oA ‘?1!11]\; 1‘r11tlai1\-'e, even a goo-.‘! one, may come to nothing if it does
g sind support and is not 1'elnf01't.jed by practical steps. Of course,
nslating the_ electors’ mandates into life is not a simple matter.
Corrgi?ufnt]y vael}'esha great dleal of trouble. We often have to
s L_,tur_ p_,?.nsl in Keeping with the elr::ctors’ mandates. Never-
Onetﬁ i 1s'aes:o utely necessary to do this work, and it must be
ore extensively and better,
2‘

L
10
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And in conclusion a few words about the legislative act on the
procedure of considering and carrying out the mandates of the
electors. It is common knowledge that the elaboration of such a
document is envisaged in our plan of legislative work. I believe
that its adoption will make it possible to work more systematically
with mandates, and to ensure the participation in this work of all
the state bodies and public organisations.

At the same time, it should be borne in mind that an All-Union
law will hardly reflect the whole range of the established practice.
Obviously, the basic principles of work with mandates must be
developed and concretised in the legislation of the republic.

Concluding, comrades, I would like to express my confidence
that the Soviets would benefit enormously from the experience of
Byelorussia. We shall continue to show the whole country the best
examples of the work done by Soviets, and we shall continue to
promote new trends which are becoming widely established in
running the affairs of the state.

On the Results of the Visit to the United States of
the Delegation of the USSR Supreme Soviet

Comrades, we are winding up discussion of the report by the
USSR Supreme Soviet delegation, which visited the United States
on the invitation of the US Congress. Allow me to make a few
comments.

The trips of delegations from our country’s supreme body of
power abroad, the development of contacts with parliamentarians,
with statesmen of other countries take up an important place in
the foreign-policy activities of the Soviet Union. We establish such
contacts also with the US Congress, which is, undoubtedly, of con-
siderable significance.

As one can see from the delegation’s report, Comrade Pono-
maryov and our other comrades have carried out useful werk in
the United States.

The foundation of our country’s relations with the US has been
laid, as is known, by a whole series of agreements and accords,
reached in the past several years as a result of summit level nego-
tiations. Possibilities have been created for deepening and expand-
ing USSR-USA cooperation. But today, unfortunately, one has to
state that the road to such cooperation is still obstructed by all
kinds of hindrances. They are created by forces that are interested
neither in good-neighbourly USSR-US relations, nor in the relaxation
of international tension in general.

How is this expressed concretely?

Let us take, for instance, the strategic arms limitation talks.
Notable progress was reached in them. At the same time it is clear
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that there are some in the US who would like to impede these
pegotiations, to prevent their successful conclusion.

We have outlined our position repeatedly and in different forms
both to the White House, and to the American Congress. It is clear
consistent and definitive. I shall not repeat what I said here. I wili
just stress once again that we stand for the speediest conclusion
of the talks on the principles of equal security. Following the sign-
ing of a new strategic arms limitation agreement, it will be possible
to proceed to the next stage. This would be a real breakthrough on
the road towards a military detente. We would like to hope tha.'r
responsible figures in the US realise how much is at stake. _

Or still another negative factor. I mean the plans for the man-
ufacim‘e‘of the neutron weapon, and its deployment in Europe.
The realisation of such plans, so attractive to war-minded circles
in the USA, would substantially complicate the situation. The Soviet
proposal on the reciprocal renunciation of the manufacture of neu-
tron weapons is well known. There is only one alternative to reject-
ing the manufacture of this weapon-a new qualitative leap in the
lethal arms race. Tt is impossible not to see this.

. N-;_small element in Soviet-American relations is our economic
scientific and technical cooperation. However, here too artiﬁcial-h:'
created difficulties are far from being overcome. Theyrare I:lﬂ:i-nl;»"
connected with the well-known decisions of the American Conéfesg
which we justly regard as an attempt to interfere in our affairs.

. In other words, comrades, at present a period has come in So-
Viet-American relations, that requires new efforts to impart dynam-
ism to these relations and a more constructive character. The Su-
preme Soviet of the USSR and the Congress of the USA could
of course, play their respective roles in this matter. e
. On our instructions the delegation of the Supreme Soviet has
mvited a delegation of the US Congress to come to the USSR on
a return visit. This is a good thing. We have already received such
delegations and realise their usefulness. .

In conclusion, comrades, I would like to stress once again that
We regard Soviet-American relations as an important element in
the general international policy of the Soviet state, a policy aimed
at strengthening peace, ending the arms race, at dcvelopix{g equal
and reciprocally profitable cooperation among states.

_I. believe I am voicing the general view when I say that the
-Elft%vily of the delegation of the USSR Supreme Soviet in the
berii,:rigd Stt:llltes[_?élgﬁlds be approvec_{ and that work to develop contacts
Statcsm e upreme Soviet and the Congress of the United

should be continued in very many ways.



SINCERE GRATITUDE

I received a large number of letters and telegrams from Party
organisations, Communists, from Soviet pecple and from abroad
warmly congratulating me on my being awarded the Order of
Victory. Unable to reply to all these letters and telegrams indi-
vidually, I would like, through the newspaper Pravda, to sincerely
thank all those who have sent their good wishes.

The ideas expressed in these letters have made me feel proud
cf the Soviet people. Recalling the victorious month of May, 1945,
the correspondents write enthusiastically about the Party's success
ful efforts to increase the nation’s defence, and to establish an in-
violable peace on our planet. They wvoice a citizen's true concern
for the continued strengthening of the socialist Fatherland.

Messages from veterans of the Civil War and the Great Patriotic
War and congratulations from comrades-in-arms with whom I spent
the long and inexpressibly hard war years move me greatly.

I want to express my most heartfelt gratitude to the leade
the fraternal socialist states, Communist and Workers" parties, and
of the newly liberated countries who congratulated me so warmly

on this great event in my life.

I am also very grateful to foreign political, civic and community
leaders and organisations and to the general public for their high
evaluation of my contribution to the improvement of the interna-
tional climate and to the development of detente. Credit for this
should go to the just and equitable policy of cur Party and the
Soviet state, a policy which has been and always will be carried
out in the interests of peace and socialism.

I accept this enthusiastic approval of the Party’s varied activities
and the good wishes addressed to me for success in my work with
a sense of great responsibility and as a kind of mandate for the
future. T want to say once again that I shall exert every effort to
bring about the triumph of our great communist ideals and to
ensure world peace.

L. BREZHNEV

March 4, 1978

SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN UPON THE
OCCASION OF THE PRESENTATION OF
AWARDS TO MILITARY LEADERS AND
WORKERS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND
SOVIET STATE

March 14, 1978

Dear comrades,

Very recently our country held a big nationwide celebration to
mark the sixtieth birthday of the valiant Armed Forces of the USSR.
Qur forces are covered with the glory of world-historic victories.
The high level of political consciousness and military preparedness
of the personnel, their most advanced weapons, and the leadership
of experienced officers make them a reliable bulwark for ensuring
the security of the Soviet people, and a powerful factor for the
maintenance of 1 I

The Motherland knows and values highly those who made a
great contribution to the unforgettable victories of past years, and
those who are at the present time making a big contribution to
strengthening the country’s defence capability.

It is natural, therefore, that, in connection with the sixtieth
anniversary of the Soviet Army and Navy, the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, acting on the suggestion of the
Central Committee of the CPSU, has honoured with high state
awards a number of cur comrades among the military leadership.
This is a well-deserved tribute to their military prowess, able leader-
ship of the forces, and courage and heroism displayed in the years
of the war, and to their services in ensuring the reliable defence
of the Soviet land in today’s conditions.

It gives me great pleasure, in performing this duty entrusted
10 me by the Central Committee of the Party and by the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, to confer today these high
aWards and distinctions upon renowned and highly esteemed mili-
tary leaders.
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Among them are the Deputy Minister of Defence of the USSR,
Hero of the Soviet Union, Marshal of the Soviet Union, Comrade
K. S. Moskalenko, who is awarded the Order of Lenin and a second
Gold Star Medal, and the head of the Political Department Head-
quarters of the Soviet Army and Navy, General of the Army, Com-
rade A. A. Epishev, who has had conferred upon him the title of
Hero of the Soviet Union.

The Order of Lenin recognises the services of the Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the USSR, General of the Army,
Comrade I. G. Pavlovsky, of Chief Marshal of the Air Force, Com-
rade P. S. Kutakhov, of Admiral of the Fleet of the Soviet Union,
Comrade S. G. Gorshkov, of Marshal of the Soviet Union, Comrade
P, F. Batitsky, and of the First Deputy Minister of Defence of the
USSR, Commander-in-Chief of the Combined Armed Forces of the
member-states of the Warsaw Treaty Organisation, Marshal of the
Soviet Union, Comrade V. G. Kulikov.

The Order of Lenin is awarded also to Marshal of the Soviet
Union, Comrade V. I. Chuikov, a veteran of battles of the Great
Patriotic War.

The Order of Lenin and Gold Star and Hammer and Sickle
Medals are awarded, too, to a number of other comrades.

The First Deputy Minister of Defence of the USSR, Comrade
S. L. Sokolov, has had conferred upen him the rank of Marshal
of the Soviet Union, and today receives a Marshal's star.

May I warmly congratulate all those who are today recciving
these high and well-deserved awards of the Motherland, signifying
the acknowledgement of outstanding services to the Soviet people.
I wish all of you, dear comrades, good health and new signal suc
cesses, I am sure that in the future, too, you will worthily serve
the defence of our socialist Motherland, and the cause of strength
ening peace generally.

I would like also to warmly congratulate the chairman of the
CPSU’s Central Auditing Commission, Comrade G. F. Sizov, and
the Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR,
Comrade V. N. Novikov, who are awarded orders for their services
to the Communist Party and Soviet state, and in connection with
the jubilee occasions in their life. We wish you new successes, com-
rades, in your responsible tasks.

SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN UPON THE
OCCASION OF THE AWARD OF THE ORDER
OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION TO THE
NEWSPAPER “TZVESTIA"

March 15, 1978

Comrades,

Before performing the pleasant duty of awarding the Order of
the October Revolution to the newspaper Izvestia, I should like
to say a few words.

Izvestia has a gloricus record. From the moment of the Great
October victory, the newspaper has faithfully served the socialist
revolution, the cause of Soviet power.

On its pages it published the Leninist decrees on peace and on
land. Vladimir Ilyich Lenin was a constant contributor to, and
attentive reader of, the paper. From those historic days stemmed
the Izvestia tradition of most direct participation in the communist
education of the working people and in mobilising them for carry-
ing out the tasks of building the Soviet state and its economy and
culture.

The authority of Izvestia, as of the entire Soviet press, is
connected above all with its profound democratism. Our press is
a daily tribune for all the people, accessible to every Soviet citizen.
Here are openly reported our joys and sorrows, successes and short-
comings, all that we live by, what we aspire to, and what we are
working to accomplish. It is natural, therefore, that many important
decisions of the Party and of state bodies should have been adopted
and are adopted in connection with what is published in our press.

And there is yet another consideration of principle. The Soviet
bress is unswervingly faithful to the ideas of internationalism, the
ideas of peace and international cooperation. In whatever part of
the world a people’s freedom is threatened, wherever there is a
clash between the forces of reaction and the forces of progress, and
Wherever the rights of man are infringed, it has always raised and
Continues to raise its voice in defence of justice. And it is an
authoritative voice, listened to very attentively in the world.
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I warmly

ongratulate the Izvestia ccilective, the holder of
orders, on their well-deserved award. I wish Izvestia and our entire
journalistic force further successes in their work, in their prompt
and efficient dissemination of truthful information, in their Bolshe-
vik ardour, and in their resoluteness and stand of principle in their
educational reporting of the internal and external policy of our
country.

SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH THE LEADERS
OF THE OMSK REGION

March 30, 1978

May I begin by conveying to you, and through you to the work-
ing people of the region, hearifelt greetings from the members
of the Pclitical Bureau of our Party's Central Committee and by
wishing you success in the important work which is being done
in the region to carry out the tasks set by the Tenth Five-Yecar
Plan.

With its well-developed m:zm:c-"ing oil processis
chemical wch' tries and its highly productive agr'fultt.rc, the Omsk
region has always been regarded as a leading region i
Siberian cconomic zone.

It was particularly gratifying to hear from Comrade Many: mm
that the Omsk petrochemical complex, one of the biggest in Sibe
is being built at a high pace. The Omsk plastics and tyre nimls
are being expanded and the production of spares for tractors
farm machinery is increasing., You know very well, comrades
much our economy needs the output of \’1111 petrochemical and
manufacturing indusiries. I hope that in the 1m 1 year of the Tenth
Five-Year Plan period you will increase outpu Wd that its quality
will be high. This calls, of course, for hard work

I would like to note as a positive fact in the of the
leadership of the Omsk region that the region ha ilfilled and
ove [1!11111;{: state assignments for the production and purchase of
a number of agricultural products.

The task now is to carry out the spring field work successfully,
and to finish preparing tractors, tilling and sowing machines for
use. It is clear to each one of us that to prepare well for sowing
Means in a large measure to ensure good harvests.

Much attention is being paid in the region to improving the
everyday amenities of the working people. This is an important
matter. If a man lives well he also works well.

However, while taking due note of your succe
Committee of the Party calls the attention of the Pa

sses, the Central
rty organisations
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first of all to the unresolved problems, to the removal of short-
comings. There are bound to be such problems in the complex,
dynamically developing economy of our country. There are problems
in your region as well.

We spoke about all this in a principled, Party way at the De-
cember Plenary Meeting of the CPSU Central Committee. Here
I want to stress especially that one of the factors in accelerating
economic development is good organisation, order and discipline
in every sector of management of the economy. For the national
economy is a single organism. Hence the great importance of ful-
filling plan assignments everywhere, of strictly observing planning
procedures, and organising the supervision of this. ¥

I would like to touch upon one more matter of no little signific-
ance: an important source of growth of labour productivity is rapid-
ly bringing production capacities up to rated output, both those
capacities commissioned in the past few years and those being
brought into operation in the third year of the five-year period.

In your region, too, industrial output is to be increased by
37 per cent 1_)1‘-im;.n‘ily through reconstructing shops and making
maximum use of existing capacities.

A truly popular movement of socialist emulation for fulfilment
and overfulfilment of the 1978 plan, for raising the efficiency of
production and the quality of output, has developed all over the
country. Socialist emulation enables every work collective and every
individual worker to show their capabilities in accomplishing chal-
lenging but quite feasible tasks.

Allow me to wish you once again great successes and to express
confidence that the working people of the region will work well
to make 1978 a year of shock labour.

SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH THE LEADING
PARTY FUNCTIONARIES AND ECONOMIC
EXECUTIVES OF THE NOVOSIBIRSK REGION

March 31, 1978

I would like to use the opportunity provided by this talk to
state some considerations regarding the spring field work. In the
conditions of Siberia, and of other regions in our country, timely
and high-quality sowing is a guarantee that a big harvest will be
obtained in the third year of the five-year plan period. It is there-
fore necessary, without wasting time, without wasting a single day,
to direct the attention of the region’s Party activists and economic
executives, the local Soviets of People's Deputies and agricultural
organisations, and the collective and state farms towards efficiently
carrying out the entire range of farm operations.

To what should special attention be paid today? To thoroughly
checking the seed fund, properly repairing the machine and tractor
fleet, supplying farms with fuel and lubricants and properly staffing
them with farm machinery operators.

Party, trade union and Young Communist League organisations
should help every crew and team to take stock of its possibilities
and internal reserves and on the basis of these tc decide on their
socialist pledges in the battle for the new harvest. Care must be
taken to organise public catering and community and medical ser-
vices during the spring field work,

As everyone knows, growing and harvesting a good crop is
only half the job. Farm produce must be delivered to the consumer
without losses. Therefore already now measures must be taken
which will ensure in the autumn the transportation, processing and
storage of every kilogram of grain, vegetables and fruit.

Everything I have said here applies, of course, not just to the
Novosibirsk region. All the Party bodies in our country must ad-
dress themselves energetically and without delay to questions per-
taining to sowing, harvesting and the rational utilisation of every-
thing that our collective and state farms produce.
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I am sure that the leadership of the Novosibirsk region, and
that of your neighbour, the Altai Territory, will make every effort
to increase the production of agricultural crops, above all, cereals
You know how we value your varieties of durum wheat,

All of us know well, of course, that the city of Novosibirsk and
its region are a major industrial area in the West Siberian economic

zone, where enterprises of nationwide importance are situated
Coupled with this is the favourable influence of science in the person
of the scientists of the Siberian Branch of the USSR Academy of
Sciences on industrial and overall economic development in the
entire zone and even beyond it. A great deal is be;'_ng done and
I was told about this today by the First Secretary of the Regional
Committee of the CPSU, our esteemed Fyodor Stepanovich Ccr}‘u-

But I would still like to stress in this talk of ours that we expect
even more from the practical application of science, from the solu-
tion of fuel and ecnergy problems, from geological prospecting,
petrochemistry, engineering and other fields. It is necessary to go
on ensuring that scientists actively help to fuse science with prac-
tice and thereby contribute to the growth of our country’s produc-
tive forces. I think that Comrade Marchuk, President of the Sibe-
rian Branch, will agree with this and give thought, as energetically
as he always does, to making the implementation of this task still
more effective,

Permit me, comrades, to convey to you greetings from the mem-
bers of the Political Bureau of the CPSU Central Committee and
wish you success in implementing the tasks facing the region.

SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH SERVICEMEN
IN NOVOSIBIRSK *

March 31, 1978

We have just attended an exercise of a Rocket Forces regiment.
You have demonstrated high combat readiness, good unit teamwork
and perfect mastery of the most modern and powerful weapons in
your charge.

The Soviet Army is equipped with new types of combat materiel
and is supplied with everything it needs. It has splendid personne
All this enables us to ensure the reliable and effective defence of
our homeland. You stand on guard of the peaceful labour of Soviet
people. The Soviet Union has never armed itself for armament’s
sake; it has never been, and will never be, the instigator of an
arms race. Our successes in the military sphere are aimed at de-
fending and guarding ourselves and our socialist friends against

possik ggression, wherever it may come from.
Soviet armymen are educated in a spirit of vigilance,

tionalism and loyalty to the combat traditions of the dlder genera
tions. You fittingly uphold the glorious cause of your fathers, wh
defended the Soviet homeland in the years of the Great Patrioti
War. To serve and defend the homeland is a high honour for every
Soviet citizen, for every serviceman.

The Party and the people take pride in the Soviet Armed Forces.
May I express confidence that you will continue to be in constant
combat readiness, guaranteeing an instant rebuff to any aggressor,
and that you will continue to fulfil with honour your sacred duty
to the people, to our great homeland.

Comrade Brezhnev wished the servicemen success in their com-
bat training and political education.

* A summary



SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF
THE BUREAU OF THE KRASNOYARSK
TERRITORIAL COMMITTEE OF THE CPSU

April 1, 1978

The decisions of the 25th Congress of the CPSU provide for
continuing, in the current five-year period, the build-up of the
economic potential of the eastern regions of our country and in-
creasing their importance in our country’s industrial production.
In this way the Party’s Central Committee is implementing the
policy of improving the distribution of productive forces and making
rational use of manpower, energy, fuel and raw material resources.

An important role in accomplishing this task is being played
by your Krasnoyarsk Territory, where, as is well known, the Sayan-
sky territorial-production complex is being established. A good
energy basis for this complex is provided by the Sayano-Shushen-
skaya hydropower station, whose cheap electricity wiil make it pos-
sible to build and put into operation, before the end of the five-
year period, a complex of electrical engineering plants in Minusinsk
and to commission the first electrolysis shops of the Sayansky alu-
minium refinery.

Manufacturing enterprises are being built as close as possible
to your rich ore and other raw material deposits, and this is already
producing a considerable economic effect. ]

To be sure. development of the productive forces of the territory
demands faster growth of the building industry and of transport.

I want to emphasise that the comprehensive character of the
industrialisation of the Krasnoyarsk Territory is of great importance
for the entire national economy. The complexity of the tasks is
understandable. But since I have come here let us have a frank
talk, let us say everything, what is good and what is bad. While not
wishing to cast gloom over our meeting, I would nevertheless like
to note that a number of planned projects are being built in the
Krasnoyarsk Territory at an extremely slow pace. Their commission-
ing on schedule is not being ensured. This is the case with the
Achinsk oil refinery, the Sorsk molybdenum combine, the Abakan
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railway car building plant, the Krasnoyarsk trailer plant, the har-
vester combine plant. In short, you know very well where you are
not fulfilling the plan. This cannot be tolerated, comrades. The
responsibility for this rests both on Union ministries and on the
leadership of the territory.

I would like to stress that the intensive opening up of the nat-
ural resources and the comprehensive development of the economy
of Eastern Siberia require of the Party, government and economic
bodies a constant search for internal resources and their utilisation.
An important part is to be played in this by socialist emulation,
which has spread beyond the geographical boundaries of th2 terri-
tory, embracing in its orbit enterprises some of which are situated
thousands of kilometres away from Krasnoyarsk.

I have been told about the cooperation of enterprises and or-
ganisations of Leningrad with the builders of the Sayano-Shushen-
skaya hydropower station. The purpose of this collaboration has
been approved by the Central Committee, because it reduces the
time spent on building hydropower stations. The pledges taken in
Leningrad and Krasnoyarsk envisage a high quality of work in
building this station, Experience shows that precisely this approach
by cooperating enterprises towards tackling major national econom-
ic tasks produces the best results. In cooperation with the Lenin-
graders the builders of the station have greatly increased the pace
and improved the quality of construction work. I would like to
advise you, comrades, to propagate this experience more widely, to
extend it to other production collectives.

More attention should be paid to improving capital construction.
You still have considerable reserves in this sphere. In this connec-
tion I would like to remind you once again of the decisions of
the December Plenary Meeting of the CC, which envisage concen-
tration of forces and means on the most important nearly-complete
projects, on raising the level of mechanisation and automation in
construction, on improving the supply of raw and other materials
to construction projects, and on constant enhancing the level of
ideological and political education work among people.

Permit me to express confidence that the working people of
the Krasnoyarsk Territory will fulfil the socialist pledges taken
for the third year of the five-year period. You have every possibility
of doing this.

[ am very pleased with my visit to you, with the enterprises
I have seen, with the people’s frame of mind and with my meetings
with workers.

T would like to convey to you greetings and wishes for success
in your work from the members of the CPSU Central Committee’s
Political Bureau. We are all confident that your territory, one of
the most highly developed and promising, in the economic respect,
regions of Siberia, will carry out with distinction the tasks assigned
to it
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SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF
THE BUREAU OF THE IRKUTSK REGIONAL
COMMITTEE OF THE CPSU

April 2, 1978

Comrades,

I would like to have a frank talk with you about some problems
of the development of your region. It is a rapidly developing region
in Eastern Siberia which possesses unique hydropower resources.
You have a whole cascade of hydropower stations on the Angara
river, including the very big ones at Bratsk and Ust-Ilimsk. One
of them, the Bratsk station, I visited before. It greatly im-
pressed me.

The Irkutsk region produces about five per cent of all the elec-
tricity generated in the country as a whole. I am not saying this
without a reason: you have a good power base for the comprehen-
sive development of such energy-consuming processes as the pro-
duction of non-ferrous metals, pulp and paper, and chemicals.

For precisely this reason the decisions of the 25th Party Con-
gress provide for completing, in the main, the formation of the
Bratsk and Ust-TIlimsk industrial complexes. The Ust-Ilimsk complex
is to specialise in wood working and processing so as to improve
our country’s supplies of paper, cardboard and other products of
wood processing. You know how greatly our country needs them.

I repeat, there is everything necessary for the realisation of
this programme-timber, water and plenty of energy resources.

The regional Party organisation is doing a great deal in this
field. That is good, but still more remains to be done.

Regrettably, the units making up the complex are not develop-
ing evenly. This seems to be the main shortcoming. For example,
there is a lag in the preparation and treatment of raw materials
for the pulp mills. You have to give serious thought to this, com-
rades, to think how to put things right.

Your region is carrying out one more highly important task,
that of increasing the production of aluminium. Over recent years
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this metal has acquired special value. It is used in different branches
of the national economy. In many countries even window sashes
have begun to be made from it. We too make them on some build-
ing sites. A considerable amount of this metal is produced by the
Irkutsk and Bratsk factories today. That is certainly a big achieve-
ment. But here too there are possibilities for increasing production
through more effective utilisation of existing capacities.

On the territory of your region begins the Baikal-Amur main-
line, one of the principal construction projects of our country which
is justly called the project of the century. I take this opportunity
to address kind words to our Komsomol, which has taken charge
of BAM. Following the call of their hearts, as real Soviet patriots,
thousands of young men and women have come to this project
from all parts of the country. And they are doing an excellent job.
In general, it must be said that the young are helping us in every-
thing. Qur thanks go to them for this!

The Baikal-Amur mainline is a construction project of the era
of advanced socialism, and it is important to see to it that the
people who are building this railway already today have opportuni-
ties to study and to learn trades necessary both for the project and
for the large enterprises there will be in this area. It is necessary
to prepare for and begin utilising the unique natural riches in the
zone of this railway that is under construction.

We must be able to provide good living conditions in the BAM
zone, to pay more attention to the construction of houses, clubs
and schools and to do so on a proper scale and at a proper tech-
nical level, taking the climatic conditions into account. It is a task
of profound concern to the Party, and the Party organisations of
all the territories and regions crossed by BAM should concern
themselves with it.

One more thing I wish to mention. Although yours is an in-
dustrial region, one should not put up with the very low develop-
ment rates of agriculture. True, in the two first years of the five-
year period there has been a certain increase in the production of
vegetables, milk, meat and eggs in the region. But you yourselves
admit that it is insufficient. Industrial regions must have an agri-
cultural base of their own and supply themselves with both live-
stock products and vegetables. It should be seen to it that, for
instance, there are fresh vegetables in the shops all the year round.
Is it really impossible to do this? It can and must be done, instead
of bringing in vegetables, let us say, from the South or from other
regions. Traffic of this kind is costly and if, in addition, it is neg-
ligently handled, irregularities arise in the distributive system, caus-
ing the justified discontent of the population.

Comrades, I am saying things which are evidently not new to
you, but repetition is the mother of learning. Considering, in addi-
tion, that I am speaking on behalf of the CC and the government,
you must give all due attention to the solution of the problems
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of ensuring the supply of the population with Iocally-produced meat,
milk, eggs and vegetables. People have now learned to grow vege-
tables in plastic-sheet hothouses all the year round. A good example
is furnished by the Moskovsky state farm, which supplies Moscow
with fresh vegetables. You can do the same.

I have been informed about a further matter. There are quite
a few enterprises in your region which do not fulfil the plan. And
what is the plan, comrades? It is the principal instrument in imple-
menting the economic policy of the Party. Thousands of people in
Moscow, in the republics and regions work out the plan as a
coherent whole, taking into account all our possibilities. Once the
plan has been endorsed, it must be carried out unfailingly. We have
to learn to work rhythmically, without jerks and stoppages. This
must be a rule of the life and activity of every Party organisation
and work collective. When I say “to work without stoppages”’
I have in mind educational work as well, It is sometimes necessary
to have a heart-to-heart talk with workers, with a team, to give
them practical help in organising their work.

Characteristic of our working class is an attitude of concern for
the affairs of their enterprises, creative initiative, a desire to aug-
ment the people’s wealth. Concretely it is expressed in socialist
emulation, in creative initiative. Emulation in our country has be-
come effectual. It is being conducted not only within individual
enterprises, but between enterprises situated in different cities, and
so on. The necessity and correctness of this is borne out by ex-
perience.

I would like to express my confidence that the Irkutsk Party
organisation, which is doing a lot to promote the region’s economic
development, will cope successfully with its tasks.

May I wish great labour successes to you and to all the working
people of the region.

SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH BUILDERS OF
BAM AT THE SKOVORODINO STATION

April 4, 1978

Dear comrades, _ _ ‘ )

It gives me tremendous pleasure to be meeting with you, build-
ers of the Baikal-Amur mainline today. I know that many of those
who have come to this meeting are working where BAM has ceased
being a mere project. The first trains are already running along it.

On other sections a great deal of work still remains to be done.
The railway will stretch for three thousand-odd kilometres across
n taiga, over permafrost ground and through

the heretofore untro
monolithic rocks.

The tasks which
I am deeply convinc
of the hercic tecams
great construct

A pioneer's j
honourable. Only
taiga’s eternal quie

comrades, face are not easy ones. But
they arc within your power, the power
uths and girls who have come to this
respense to the Komsomol's call.

ways difficult. But it is also interesting and
day you disturbed for the first time the
ay not only has a railway been built there,
but the foundations of first cities are being laid and settlements
have sprung up. Scientists, geologists, archit'_ects, desigl_lers a_nd
engineers are following in your footsteps. Before }ong industrial
complexes will be established in these parts. BAM will _help to
make a fuller use of the tremendous mineral wealth of this zone,
to solve in a new way the problem of the development of produc-
tive forces. This programme is of great state importance.

That is what stands behind your noble and truly selfless labour,
comrades. It's the way in which the Soviet man has been brought
up: in his daily work he does not think of the greatness of what he
is doing. And you, too, evidently do not always ponder over the
great importance of yvour work for our homeland.

The Party’'s Cent Committee is showing tremendous concern
for the BAM builder uch is being done to lighten your labour
and improve your li conditions, and you have spoken about
this in your speeches to
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Much hns been done on the Baikal-Amur mainline, but still
| more remains to be done. The Party has trust in the youth. The
. Komsomol has never let us down! I am sure th ;

; _ 1at on this occasion
too the tasks will be carried out with credit.
‘ I_msh you fresh successes in your noble labour, and personal
happiness to each of you, comrades!
T -} - Txi s £ s -
We shall give an account of this meeting at the Komsomol
Congress. E .

SPEECH AT A CONFERENCE OF THE FIRST
SECRETARIES OF THE FAR EASTERN
TERRITORIAL AND REGIONAL COMMITTEES
OF THE CPSU *

April 6, 1978

At our conference today we have discussed questions of the com-
prehensive economic development of Eastern Siberia and the Far
East which were raised by the 25th Party Congress and the Decem-
ber Plenary Meeting of the CC. The same questions have been
touched upon during my meetings with the leaders of a number of
territories and regions along the route of our trip to Vladivostok.

If one is to state briefly what we have achieved as we commence
the third year of the five-year period, there are considerable succes-
ses which our Party can count to its credit.

In the past two years the cconomic potential of each republic
and region of our country as a whole has grown appreciably. And
you, too, comrades, have pointed to successes in the development of
your territories and regions, cven while expressing just criticisms.

These years have seen an increase in the basic production assets
of the national economy. By way of illustration I may say that this
increase equals the whole of the country’s production assets in the
mid-fifties. There is fairly good progress in retooling production on
the basis of the achievements of the scientific and technological rev-
olution. The Party’s persistent and purposive agrarian policy is
showing returns. Although we have experienced droughts and other
climatic adversities in many regions during the past three years, the
overall upsurge in agriculture, as envisaged by us at the plenary
meeting in July 1970, has had its beneficial effect on the develop-
ment of agriculture.

A considerable volume of capital construction work has been
carried out in the past two years. Nearly 240,000 million roubles
has been invested in the national economy during this period.

Our economic successes constitute the basis for the steady im-
provement of the people’s wellbeing. In the past two years we have
raised the average wages of a number of categories of factory and
office workers, as provided for in the five-year plan, and we have
increased the social consumption funds. The housing stock has been

A summary
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expanded considerably. You say that still not enough housing has
been built. But in the past two years alone 22 million people have
improved their housing conditions.

Such are, in brief, the economic and social indicators of our
Party’s work in carrying out the decisions of the 25th Congress of
the CPSU and the Central Committee’s plenary meetings.

But you, comrades, spoke today both of our successes and short-
comings. I realise that this was dictated first of all by a desire to
eliminate the existing shortcomings.

Listening to your reports, I took special note of how the so-called
bottlenecks and difficulties about which we spoke at the December
Plenary Meeting are being overcome in your regions and territories.

First, Leonid Brezhnev continued, of course, comes rational,
thrifty utilisation of everything we have at our disposal. This in-
cludes raw and other materials, and agricultural produce. Losses of
all kinds in the national economy must be reduced to a minimum.

You all make justified complaints about the working of the rail-
ways: there is a shortage of empty wagons for freight; wagons are
not provided on schedule, and so on. Because of this stations fall
behind schedule in loading and unloading the goods which industry
and agriculture need.

In 1978 we allocated even more than is envisaged in the five-
year plan for the capital reconstruction of railways and building of
new ones and for increasing the lorry fleet. But I want to say that
the difficulties with transport stem not only from a shortage of
means of transportation. It is necessary to improve the planning of
transport, to get down to reducing empty runs and ensuring the
timely delivery of wagons for loading, to reduce loading and unload-
ing time, to put warehouse facilities into order.

You told me today, Leonid Brezhnev continued, that the prob-
lem of transporting timber is being solved with difficulty in your
regions. By the way, they told me the same thing in the Irkutsk
region. Sometimes timber lies at stations for two or three years
because wagons for shipping it are not delivered on time. It begins
to rot, while industry is not receiving adequate supplies of timber.
And timber means paper and wood chemistry. The problem of trans-
porting timber must be solved by the ministries and agencies con-
cerned. We cannot put up with this abnormal state of things.

Another bottleneck—and this was clear from your speeches here
today, comrades—is the delay in commissioning industrial establish-
ments, and the failure to complete construction. I have already
spoken on this question more than once. I wish to say again: the
solution of this problem is a matter of paramount importance. We
shall call to strict account those guilty of violating the CC meeting’s
decisions. An end must be put, at long last, to the situation in which

one executive shifts the blame onto another, pleading that he has
ot been supplied with building materials, piping, and so on. One
cannot absolve oneself of responsibility by this kind of talk.
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take concrete practical decisions and not
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rights so that they n ‘
. sspondence among themselves. We cannot close
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conduct useless c_crl:eﬁpo
p rastefulness. . )
F éieigon?;:i;t: :x-e:-*_}m-'hcre in your regions is full use being m&di
of pl:oduction capacities, Leonid Brezhnev said. YoQ }nllI ag{ge ‘3»-
this is so. This is due to the low average maphmc shift, to 1-_1e§ju.u.
deliveries of raw materials and subgssembhcs, m}dr sod on. mai_zr;
saying this in order to call the attention of the Party an ecm.\,f;lzl
organisations to this once again. A look should be ‘taken‘}?nf:e a}tgh &
comrades, at existing internal reserves, and foremost workers ajiuh
be consulted as to how to make best use of production ?apciit i;ess
how to direct the efforts to implcn_u_mt: this tas!&. Bcc.?clltisic -'bl?fnznbi
it so happens that existing capacities are still un uul.lf.be y ca:
money is already being requested for_th_e construction o _n_{_a: theia
paciti'es of the same kind. I recall an incident during my visi {d 1
plant in Irkutsk a few days ago. A worker there had mvegltet :'1
device for doubling the productivity of labour. H‘e tqld n"{e a fu i
himself. It is very important and nfces]:sm'y to talk with workers, to
7 v say and examine it closely. :
1100%;:331&;;153;1&311 is that of manpower turnover. We r;us‘t FE;N;:
deep thought to how to secure personnel stgb:llty in ‘the : zln E’ISC;
The turnover is evidently due both to the 1nsufﬁmem_\f o rmu's.'l_nﬁ,)
and to the lag in the construction of cultural and cvel_yd_a)ﬂ seni::t
establishments. Account must also be taken of the ‘c]JmahE CO{]]O.;T
tions, which demand better supply of warm clothing and other
goo?ts.has been justly said here, Leonid Brezhnev coptinued, tl-iat the
agricultural base should be expanded to meet the requirements 01qn}§?ﬁt\,
milk and vegetables through local pr_oductloq as much aslposs; 1
We are beginning the spring sowing. This must be r.onq U_Lj.»‘er—
quickly and without losses, and care must 'bc taken about storing
the future harvest. The effectiveness pf agricultural productlon, caIIE
be raised by cutting the losses of grain, vegetables and p._otattocs_; .+
proper storage facilities are prepared and the problem of tlaiﬂ.sdbc%h
is attended to, this task can be accompllshed: It must‘be _tacF\ e 131
ministries, agencies and Party and economic organisations at a
[wc}’—;,l.low me, comrades, to thank you foxl‘ the meeting, to wmhl ym%
great success in your lofty labour, to wish the work.mghpe?pe c;s
the regions and territories headed by you new Ilaboul Lac 1_e;eén.enlh
for the good of our great homeland. I am convinced, | eonid Brezh
nev said in conclusion, that the Party, government and e];J'OE‘lOEJ’I_:ui
organisations will utilise more fully the reserves \:\-‘hlch the d‘lr qcisﬂl
poussesses, that they will augment the wealth of our countg‘xlc._m
will fulfil the assignments of the five-year plan ahead of schedule.
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SPEECH ABOARD CRUISER “ADMIRAL
SENYAVIN"” BEFORE PACIFIC FLEET

PERSONNEL WHO TOOK PART IN MILITARY
EXERCISES

April 7, 1978

Dear comrades,

Allow me on behalf of the CPSU Central Committeo the Polit-
bureau of the Central Committee and from ravself pel'soimlly to
greet you and through you all sailors, officers and admirals‘of: the
glorious Pacific Flect, the bearer of the Order of the Red Banner

I watched today the exercises of your fleet and I can sav ith
great satisfaction that the personnel and command of the ﬂhc:':'t have
FJE!I‘l'lEd out enormous work in mastering new equipment and pc--f‘ect—
ing the technique of conducting naval operations. I

' I am convinced that the Pacific Fleet and its personnel will con-
tinue to discharge with credit their sacred dutv of ;
the state interests of the Soviet Union. :

‘In conditions of peace, we are tackling major economic and
social problem_s set by the 25th Congress of the CPSU. In the CC;IEI‘B
gioc;f; plans is a steady rise in the living standards of the Soviet

In considering the plans outlined by the Partv for the further
development of our country and the problems of economic g_rou;th
we cannot, of course, ignore the way the international situation de:
velops.

The present state of affairs in the world is characterised by a
turn toward a relaxation of international tension. The c-cnsistcntt
implementation by our Party of a Leninist foreign policy and the
purposeful efforts of the Soviet Union, the fraternal socialist states
and al'I the peace forces and peoples have played a tremendous ;‘ole
in achieving the impressive successes on this road. \

jI‘hese successes did not come easily, they were achieved through
an intense struggle. And the struggle over the ques

_ _ stion of the fur-
LR g . - . ; s
thei destml_\ of detente is still going on, at times growing c¢ven more
acute and intense. " i iRy

with

L 3
reliably guarding
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Comrades,

For all the significance of this or that problem, there is no more
important task at present than that of achieving real disarmament;
this is a task that concerns the destiny of every person on earth.
The main problem now is to stop the arms race, to ensure progress
toward reducing and eventually removing the threat of a thermo-
nuclear disaster. It is here, in this direction, that the basic question—
the question of how the world situation will develop further—is de-
cided; and it is here that the most bitter struggle is unfolding.

It is no secret that both to the west and to the east of our fron-
tiers there are forces which are interested in the arms race, in work-
ing up an atmosphere of fear and hostility. They sow doubts as to
the possibility of taking practical steps to limit armaments and
achieve disarmament, and hamper elforts to reach agreement in
this field.

The activities of these forces have an adverse effect on the posi-
tion of the USA and of some other countries that are partners of the
Soviet Union in the talks on curbing and stopping the arms race.

As is known, a Soviet-US summit meeting took place in the Far
East, in Vladivostok, in November, 1974. It led tc an accord on the
conclusion betwecen the USSR and the USA of a long-term agree-
ment on the limitation of strategic offensive arms. Having assessed
all aspects of the matter, the two sides concluded that it was pos-
sible to complete the drafting of the agreement in the following
year, 1975.

However, almost three and a half years passed since that time
and an agreement has not yet been signed. I have already had occa-
sion to mention the reasons for this, The experience of the talks,
and our carlier agreements in this sphere show that given proper
awareness of the great importance of the problem and a real desire
to reach agreement on the basis of equality and equal security, the
sides can together resolve what would seem to be the most complex
of problems. And the documents that are being prepared now have
already been thrashed out and have been largely agreed upon.

And if the final completion of this work is, nevertheless, being
delayed, this is, evidently, due to political reasons. The point is that
the United States government is both indecisive and inconsistent; it
constantly looks back over its shoulder at those circles which have
been against this agreement from the very start and which are now
doing everything they can to thwart it and thus to free their hands
for carrying on an uncontrolled missile-nuclear arms race. That is
apparently why the US side has repeatedly attempted during the
talks to amend in its favour or to call into question what was agreed
upon earlier, and, instead of conducting a businesslike discussion,
has tried to raise all kinds of questions behind which is concealed
only one thing—the absence of a readiness to look for practical so-
lutions. Moreover, it has shown a tendency to link in some way
progress at the talks and the future of the agreement in general
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with other political problems in the hope of bringing pressure to
bear on the Soviet Union.

Such a policy line on the part of the United States manifested
itself soon after the Vladivostok meeting. As a result of this, work
on the agreement was practically stalled and even set back in sev-
eral aspects.

Great efforts were required to put the talks back on the track of
the Vladivostok accord. But this has finally been done. Principled
solutions of some remaining questions have been found and the
range of questions still to be worked upon has, on the whole, been
considerably narrowed. This has been achieved largely owing to the
Soviet Union's patient and constructive stand.

It is understandable, however, that the remaining questions
cannot be solved without the United States taking steps and meeting
us halfway. But, frankly, we have not seen such steps of late. One
gets the impression that some people in the United States are in-
clined to interpret our readiness to conclude an agreement as an op-
portunity for the USA to obtain unilateral advantages. This is the
only way to explain the continued attempts at the talks to erode
somehow, for instance, the understanding reached on limitations on
Cruise missiles or to impose unjustified limitations on Soviet missiles
while leaving for the United States full freedom of action for mo-
dernising and creating new types of practically all components of
strategic arms.

We resolutely reject any attempts to impose unacceptable terms
of agreement on us. We have said and we say now that the Soviet
Union stands for the earliest achievement of an agreement, but only
the kind of agreement that would be strictly in keeping with the
principle of equality and equal security and that would really
embody this basic principle. We do not demand that the agreement
give us any advantages at the expense of the other side, but we
expect the other side to take a similar approach. There can be no
other solution.

Further delay and all kinds of manoeuvres around the talks can
only lead to missing the very opportunity to conclude an agreement
and, hence, an opportunity to go over later to more far-reaching
steps to limit and reduce strategic arms. It is our firm conviction
that such a prospect cannot benefit anyone.

We would like to hope, therefore, that proper conclusions would
be drawn in Washington and that a course would be finally taken
there toward a fruitful completion of the talks.

There are a whole number of other disarmament questions which
are now being discussed and whose solution is long overdue. Qur
constructive proposals on this matter are well known. Also well
known is the broad series of concrete measures our country has
proposed for consolidating the relaxation of military tension in
Europe. We intend ito work persistently for the implementation of
all these measures.
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Statements in favour of disarmament have been :nadellately in
the West, the USA included. But the peoples of the world judge not
by words but by deeds. The question of neutron weapons pl-oxrlqcs
a good example of this. This is a new type of weapon of mass de-
struction. Any talk about such weapons being “defensive” in charac-
ter does not correspond to reality. These are nuclear _ot_'tcnswc weap-
ons, weapons designed chiefly to destroy peopie. This weapon in-
creases the risks of a nuclear war.

Faced with a mass protest movement against the plans to develop
and deploy these weapons in Europe, the USA__ and some other
NATO countries are trying to mislead the pecples by prc‘lcndm\g
that they are ready to hold talks with the S-‘J‘Jlet Union on __thls ques-
tion while in fact they are trying to make it thr:q subject of be_n'gan:—
ing and tying this weapon to unrelated issues. Concealed behind all
this is a desire to evade considering the clear-cut and concrete Soviet
proposal for mutual commitment notu to manutacture .neutl'on\w‘(‘eap‘
ons. Such manoeuvring, of course, does not tC—L._.[’F_,-'.'L'.O any serious
intention to achieve disarmamcnt. Nor does it facilitate progress
toward this goal. Al -

It is high time some leaders of the West pc;m:ccr in earnest che};
responsibility to their own peoples, to_aﬂ peoples for H.?-P’ destiny o
the world, and show in decds a rcadiness to take cfiective steps

7a rbing the arms race. : !
tO“’}i‘i CSuc'?iethnion, for its part, will continue its efforts to achlcv.e
a steady advance along the road of military detente and the transi-
tion to real disarmament. Such is our firm policy and we shall con-
tinue to implement it unswervingly.

Comrades, :
We do not threaten anyone. The talk about the so-called Soviet

menace is an invention of the opponents of _'the rcl'axation of inter-
national tension and nothing more. We are improving our defences
for the sole purpose of upholding the gains of the Great Qctober
Revolution, of safeguarding the peaceful work of the Soviet people,
of our friends and allies. It is this noble aim that the Soviet Army
and Navy serve. ‘

The glory of the Soviet Navy is everlast%ng, So may you always
be worthy of it. Enhance your combat efficiency, improve your po-
litical training, carry honorably the banner of the Soviet Armed
Forces!

Allow me, comrades, to wish the best of success to you and to
the people of Vladivostok, a city where the revolutionary, combat
and labour traditions of the older generations of the inhabitants of
this coast are being devotedly cherished. :

Long live the Soviet Navy which reliably guards the sacred fron-
tiers of our Motherland!




SPEECH AT THE LENIN KOMSOMOL
ENGINEERING PLANT TO REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE WORKERS OF
KOMSOMOLSK-ON-AMUR

April 8, 1978

Comrades,

While in the Far East, T could not fail to visit your wonderful
city. I have come here for the first time. Even what we have had
the time to see so far is tremendously impressive. It is a stupendous
panorama of a modern industrial city built where only recently
there was nothing but dense taiga.

To every Soviet person Komsomolsk-on-Amur is not merely an
mmportant industrial, scientific and cultural centre in the East of the
country. It is a city with an unusual history. Many of us vividly
remember the truly unforgettable nineteen-thirties, when the indust-
rial development of the Far East had become a nationwide cause,
one of the major tasks in the building of socialism.

Our country sent its finest sons and daughters to the banks of
the Amur then. They went to that faraway but rich land on Kom-
somol assignments, following the call of their hearts, in order to
build a major industrial centre, to erect on the Amur a city named
after them, ’

Forty-five years have passed since the foundation-stone of Kom-
somolsk was laid. It is not a long time for a city. But how much
has been done since then. Today Komsomolsk is a modern city with
all amenities, with everything necessary for a full-fledged life~gen-
eral and specialised secondary schools, institutes, cinemas, children’s
establishments. Its factories and mills produce steel, seagoing ships,
clectric bridge cranes, oil products, dozens of items of foundry
equipment, prefabricated ferroconcrete structures and consumer
goods.

Your city’s industrial production is playing an important part in
the development of the productive forces of the entire Far Eastern
economic region. The city now even has its own satellite towns of
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Amursk and Solnechny with engineering and wood processing in-
dustries.

But Komsomolsk's greatest wealth are its inhabitants, its workers
and engineers, teachers and students-titeless men and women of
labour, real patriots of their land boundlessly devoted to the cause
of the Party, to the cause of the people. Being well aware that their
city is situated in a frontier zone, they do not spare their forces,
energy and knowledge for the sake of the lofty goal of strengthen-
ing the economic and defensive power of their socialist homeland,
working selflessly and displaying high political vigilance, a sense of
responsibility, and organisation.

The first builders of the city are known to everybody. Many of
them still remain at their post, regarded by the young people of
today as an example. It gives one joy to see, comrades, that sons
and daughters are growing up in our big Soviet family who are
worthy continuers of our common cause, the building of commu-
nism. I have secn once again that this is so from the example of your
plant, every other employee of which is a communist labour shock
worker, which has hundreds of young workers who have fully mas-
tered the latest technology and with its help are achieving high
quality and good indices in their work,

I have been told today that most of your workers and engineers
are working in accordance with individual plans whose implemen-
tation is speeding technical progress. It is a chavacteristic feature of
the socialist emulation of the era of the full-scale building of com-
munism that every work collective recognises its high responsibility
in managing production, and not only recognises it, but also exer-
cises it in a businesslike way. This is a characteristic sign of the
times testifying tc the triumph of our socialist democracy.

As you know, during the discussion of the draft of the Consti-
tution the Constitution Commission received thousands of proposals
for having the Fundamental Law reflect more broadly the functions
and rights of work collectives.

These proposals were taken into account and the Constitution
has granted work collectives extensive rights in such spheres as the
planning of production and social development, the training and
appointment of personnel, improving the working and living condi-
tions of workers, raising their skills and qualifications, and foster-
ing a communist attitude to work.

By recognising in law the importance of the work collective as
the primary unit of the whole of our economic organism Soviet
society has given it very extensive rights in deciding very impor-
tant affairs of state. Nowhere else in the world do working people
enjoy such rights.

The main elfect expected from socialist emulation today are not
individual achievements and records, even high ones, but the smooth,
well-co-ordinated functioning of every work collective, without
anyone lagging behind. Only in this way will we be able to main-
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tain high production and planning discipline in all the units of the
national economy, to find and utilise ever new reserves and to
improve the quality of the end product.

It is no secret, comrades, that along with forefront workers there
are people in factories and mills who do not fulfil their quotas, who
do not take care of public property, who shirk work and turn out
defective goods. Instances of this evidently occur in your plants too.
This calls for serious and self-critical thought on the part of the
work collectives and their Party, trade union and Komsomo! organ-
isations, in order to put a speedy stop to this. This is your lofty
right as workers, comrades, it is your civic duty and, one may say,
your obligation.

The Central Committee of our Party and the Soviet government
constantly concern themselves with raising the wellbeing of people
in the Far East. In recent years the Central Committee has taken
measures to improve the standard of living of the working people
in Komsomolsk-on-Amur, the Komsomolsk district and several areas
in the Amur district of the Khabarovsk Territory. This testifies to the
practical realisation of the far-flung social programme adopted by
the 25th Congress of our Party. I am sure that in response to the
care of the Party and the state the people of your city will score
fresh successes in labour.

In short, there will be no decrease in the amount of work to be
done in your wonderful city, in your Far Eastern lands. I can assure
you of this. On the contrary, reclamation of the territory will be
stepped up in keeping with the pregramme for developing the re-
gions of Siberia and the Far East.

Such are the ways, the rates of development of life in our coun-
try, comrades.

Permit me to wish your city that it remain young, multiply its
glorious traditions and be a symbol of courage, labour and heroism
for all present and future generations.

I wish you great successes in labour. I hope that you, the machine
builders of Komsomolsk-on-Amur, will fulfil with honour the assign-
ments of the five-year plan and will always be among front-rank
workers,

Thank you for your fine work, comrades.

TO THE AMERICAN READER

Foreword to a book
“Leonid 1. Brezhnev. Pages from His Lite” *

This book has been written at the suggestion of Simon & Schuster
Publishers, I agreed to write the foreword because its publication in
the United States will, it seems to me, help the American reader get
a better knowledge of the life of the Soviet people and thereby
promote understanding between our nations, which bear a special
responsibility in the world today.

Moreover, I feel that my biography is a part of the biography
of the entire Soviet people. I had not yet reached the age of eleven
when a historical event of immense significance, the revolution of
October 25 (November 7), 1917, occurred in Russia. I witnessed the
birth of 2 new era in modern history—although, naturally, I realised
this only as I grew older.

Today, in the year of the 60th anniversary of the Great Octo-
ber Revolution, as I look back ov
with utmost clarity that the victory of that revolution determined
the whole course of my life. It was only Soviet power that enabled
me, the son of a worker, who began life as an ordinary worker, to
rise to the leadership of a glorious many-millions-strong party and
of history’s first socialist state. Through all my life I worked hard.
I worked in industry and in agriculture, in the center and in remote
areas of the country. When our Motherland was invaded, I joined
millions of Soviet people in the trenches to defend her and spent all
four of the war years at the front. I often recall those bitter years—
the war in which the peoples of the Soviet Union, the United States,
and other countries fought shoulder to shoulder against fascism, the
most sinister enemy of humankind, the enemy of civilization, hu-
manity, and culture. The memory of those who did not return home,
of the razed towns and villages, and of the incalculable human trag-
edies of those years intensifies the desire to prevent a military con-

* The book was published by Simon & Schuster Publishers, USA, in 1978.
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flagration from ever again enveloping the globe. Having gone
through the entire war, I know well what this means. For that
reason I am determined to devote all my life to preventing the out-
break of another world war.

Needless to say, at various stages life posed different tasks. I met
and worked together with many people in different parts of my tre-
mendous country. Perhaps I was lucky. Life usually brought me into
contact with good, strong, and interesting people. I gained experi-
ence, and my world outlook widened. I grew together with my
people, country, and Party and shared with them the joys and sor-
rows, successes and anxieties, achievements and hopes.

In our country, the Communist Party is not only the ruling party
but also the recognised leader, inspirer, and organiser of all of the
people’s major affairs. By virtue of this, the Party organisations, the
Central Committee and its Political Bureau, have to deal with a wide
range of questions. Party and state matters and duties occupy not
only most of the working day but the entire day of Party officials,
particularly those who are in leading posts, including, of course,
myself as the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. In fact, they occupy their
entire lives. In June 1977 I was accorded great trust: I was again
elected also as Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR.

Everybody knows that there is a considerable distinction between
the Soviet Union and the United States in the social and political
systems and the world outlook, in historical backgrounds and long-
standing traditions, in the ways of life, and in the geographical and
international political positions.

But one can easily see that there is also much in common in the
character of our peoples, as indeed of many other peoples. Besides,
the Soviet Union and the United States share much that is similar:
the size of territory, natural wealth, the scale of production, and the
development of a high level of science and technology. Qur two coun-
tries can, by virtue of their positions in the world, do a great deal
to avert another world war and its unprecedentedly catastrophic
consequences.

Also, much depends on our two countries’ abilities to carry out
such complex and pressing human tasks as protecting the environ-
ment on our planet, exploring outer space, reproducing and intelli-
gently utilising the earth’s energy and food resources, and combat-
ing the most dangerous mass diseases.

However, the most important and the most urgent task is that
of the preservation of peace, the prevention of war. The road to this
lies through ending the arms race.

Some unscrupulous politicians and economically influential cir-
cles, and the mass media associated with them, are endeavouring to
intimidate Americans with the false claim that the Soviet Union is
preparing to attack the United States and Western Europe.

bo

I have said more than once that this “Soviet menace” bogey is
malicious nonsense. Ever since the days of Lenin we have been
emphatically and in principle against settling the historic dispute
between socialism and capitalism by war. Look at the plans for the
economic and social development of the Soviet Union: they are ori-
ented toward the preservation of peace, toward the exclusion of war
from the life of present and future generations. This applies fully to
the plans charted by the 25th Congress of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union in 1976. The arms race, on the other hand, signi-
fies not only the material preparation for war but also a colossal dis-
sipation of wealth that could be used for the benefit of our two peo-
ples, as well as for the benefit of many other peoples.

The Soviet pecple are a peace-loving nation. The spirit of wars
of aggression, militarism, and aggrandisement is profoundly alien to
them. Our country is making vigorous efforts to prevent war, to con-
solidate detente, to complement detente in the political field with
detente in the military field. The Soviet Union has advanced many
concrete and realistic proposals for the attainment of these aims.
They are dealt with in the relevant sections of this book.

In short, the Soviet Union is doing its utmost to prevent war, to
stop the preparations for it, to halt the manufacture of the endless
succession of new types of armaments, We are holding out our hand
to all who are prepared to join us in fulfilling this truly great objec-
tive.

Some years ago I had an opportunity to visit the United States.
There were many meetings and talks with statesmen, civic leaders,
members of Congress, businessmen, journalists, and even astronauts.
Far from being always in agreement with everybody and on every-
thing, we were able to talk quietly and frankly. As far as we know,
not only my comrades and I but also the people we talked to found
much evidence that the Soviet Union and the United States can and
do enjoy a mutually beneficial association in vast fields. Many also
found that we could and should settle peacefully the outstanding and
acute problems worrying our peoples and all humankind and that
there were considerable possibilities for cooperation between our
countries. This is needed, above all, so that American and Soviet
children can grow up beneath a peaceful sky, will not hear the whistle
of bullets and the explosion of bombs, will not know the tragic ca-
lamities of war, so that their future may be not the battlefield but
the sphere of peaceful creative work, so that they will never share
a feeling of hostility toward each other.

I should like to remind you that our countries had a good expe-
vience of fruitful cooperation during the Second World War. In those
years, despite their different social and economic systems, the Soviet
Union and the United States successfully cooperated and complemen-
ted each other’s efforts in the struggle against fascism. Today, when
it is a matter of delivering humankind from the threat of nuclear
annihilation, cooperation between our two countries acquires partic-
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ularly great significance. The edifice of detente cannot be allowed
to collapse under the onslaught of the protagenists of cold war an 4
the arms race. i pAN:

The estavlishment of a spirit of mutual understanding and con-
ﬁalcrlce is one of the vital preconditions of cooperation, Cooperaticm
is possible only when relations are founded on mutual benefit and
m‘ut:u;al respect and on noninterference in each other's internal
ellfnia‘s. As everybody knows, this has become a cardinal r)rincipi?
of the modern world community. The more so must this become a
norm of relations between two powerful states. The attempts to
gain something out of inflammatory artificial propaganda c.a':m_:ﬂaigns
and out of a feverish race to develop new means of mass annihila-
tion can only lead to the deterioration of the international atmosphere
and an aggravation of relations, and this is something in which our
peoples are not at all interested. .

I should like to make the point again: the Soviet people have
friendly feelings for the people of the United States. The develop-
u'renl,-‘and strengthening of our relations with the United States of
ﬁ&mc‘:rlca c?‘ns‘-;itute one of the paramount tasks of our country's
foreign policy. A good foundation has been laid and some impor-
tant progress has been made in this direction in the past few years
However, much remains to be done. For our part we are prepareci
to do it. I profoundly believe that the further and stable improve-
ment of relations between our countries is possible, and I intend to
do everything in my power to make Scviet-American rehéions 2
factor of lasting peace and international cooperation. \ 5

L. BREZHNEV

SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN UPON PRESENTING
AWARDS TO PILOT-COSMONAUTS OF THE
SPACE RESEARCH COMPLEX “SALYUT-6"~-
“SOYUZ"

April 11, 1978

Dear comrades and friends,

Today is a red-letter day for cosmonautics. The land of Soviets
honours the participants in one of the outstanding stages of space
exploration, What has been achieved during nearly one hundred days
at the end of 1977 and in January-March, 1978, is a veritable
exploit. It is a scientific, technical, organisational exploit and, first
of all, a human one.

Due to a series of measures that have been thoroughly prepared
and implemented with great ability, courage and daring, mankind
has made a new remarkable step in unravelling the mysteries of the
Universe and making them serve man's will and mind., And this
step will go down in history for ever, just as the names of those
who made it.

And we are proud that the heroes of the new space epic are our
own Soviet people and a citizen of fraternal socialist Czechoslovakia.

It was with great pleasure that I carried out the instruction of
the Central Committee of the CPSU and the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR and presented the awards to the heroes of
outer space, Soviet cosmonauts Yuri Romanenko, Georgi Grechko,
Vladimir Dzhanibekov, Oleg Makarov, Alexei Gubarev and Czecho-
slovakian cosmonaut Vladimir Remek.

Tt is difficult to overestimate all that has been done during the
manned flight of the scientific-research orbital complex,

The 96-day flight, made by Romanenko and Grechko, has broken
the world record for length of stay in outer space.

There has also never before been an orbiting station w
docked spacecraft in the history of cosmonautics.

An automatic envoy of the Earth, a transport ship, also arrived
for the first time at an orbital station, carrying new supplies of fuel,
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materials, instruments and even fresh mail. All firsts, and this means
that everything was particularly difficult, particularly crucial.

All was done excellently: the flight, the docking and the imple
mentation of an extensive programme of major scientific and tech-
nological researches.

The training and courage of the cosmonauts, the devoted labour
of those who prepared the flight and ensured exact, faultless opera-
tion of the entire most intricate space research complex, produced
their results. Another big contribution has been made to the imple-
mentation of the decisions of the 25th Congress of the CPSU on the
development of exploration and use of outer space for peaceful pur-
poses.

And now we come to the deserved awards.

In recognition of the successful long flight on board the orbital
complex Salyut-6-Soyuz and the courage and hercism displayed,
high awards were earned by the cosmonauts, who lived for such a
long period in orbit. The titles of Hero of the Soviet Union and
Pilot-Cosmonaut of the USSR were conferred upon Yuri Romanenko,
and the Order of Lenin and a second Gold Star Medal were confer-
red upon Georgi Grechko.

In recognition of the excellent flight on the complex Salyut-6-
Soyuz and the implementation of the big experimental programme
the titles of Hero of the Soviet Union and Pilot-Cosmonaut of the
USSR were conferred upon Vladimir Dzhanibekov, and Oleg Maka-
rov was presented with the Order of Lenin and a second Gold Star
Medal.

I ardently congratulate you with the cutstanding achievements
and wish you success in the further exploration of outer space, which
is highly important to the country and mankind as a whole.

Comrades, the flight of the Salyut-6-Soyuz complex also marked
the beginning of a fundamentally new stage in man’s work in outer
space; it was the first flight of an international space crew. The
joint work of scientists of the Soviet Union and of the other socialist
countries over many years in the study and exploration of outer
space has now been supplemented by joint flights in outer space.

This is acknowledged to be only a beginning. It will be contin-
ued. The fraternal friendship and cooperation of the countries of
the socialist community went beyond the boundaries of our planet
into the expanses of the Universe. We are glad and proud of this,

The exploit of the members of the international space crew de-
served high praise. In recognition of the successful space flight in
the scientific-research orbital complex Salyut-6-Soyuz, Alexei Guba-
rev was awarded the Order of Lenin and a second Gold Star Medal,
and the title of Hero of the Soviet Union was conferred upon Vla-
dimir Remek.

I congratulate you, dear pioneers of international exploration of
outer space, by presenting you with these high awards. Dear com-
rades Romanenko, Grechko, Dzhanibekov, Makarov, Gubarev and
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Remek, the high awards of our country that h;_we been conf(‘erred‘bo‘n
you represent a just appreciation of your dcdlcatlcd labou::l in or 11(:1,
and are an acknowledgement of your great services to science an
« fraternal peoples. _
e O\I:ezeflarteerce}]tapin fhat you will continue tirclcag]‘y to improve yoézr
knowledge and increase your proficiency a-.lnd will a}u-'ays;be r‘lza y
to fulfil the assignments of your countries in the study and c:ip ora-
tion of outer space in the name of peace and progress on earth.
From the bottom of my heart I wish you, dear comrades, good
health, happiness and further success in your strenuous work.



SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE
PRESENTATION OF THE ORDER OF THE
OCTOBER REVOLUTION TO EDWARD GIEREK,
FIRST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE POLISH UNITED
WORKERS' PARTY

April 18, 1978

Dear comrades,

We have assembled here today to present the Order of the
October Revolution to the First Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Polish United Workers' Party, Comrade Edward Gierek. This
high Soviet decoration has been awarded to our distinguished guest
on the occasion of his 65th birthday and in recognition of his great
contribution to the cause of consolidating peace and socialism and
of his outstanding role in promoting fraternal friendship and cooper-
ation between the peoples of the Soviet Union and Poland.

In the Soviet Union, you, Comrade Gierek, are well known as a
staunch fighter for the triumph of the ideas of socialism on Polish
soil and a prominent leader of the international communist and
working-class movement, as a true friend of our country. For these
reasons you have won the respect and sincere affection of the Soviet
people.

The Polish people will be celebrating a landmark in their history
later this year. Sixty years ago the Great October Socialist Revolu-
tion made it possible for them to restore their national statehood.
The decree granting independence to Poland was signed by Vladi-
mir Ilyich Lenin. The leader of the proletarian revolution supported
the right of the Poles to self-determination, while passionately be-
lieving in the closest possible class alliance of the Polish and Russian
workers.

This alliance has long since become a reality. It has been tested
in the life-and-death struggle against fascism. It is helping our two
sister pations to build a new type of society, to guard and multiply
the gains of the revolution and defend peace on earth.
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It is with a sense of comradely solidarity that the Soviet people
are following the dynamic growth of friendly Poland and the _efforts
of her Communists and working people in carrying out their pro-
gramme of building advanced socialism. We know that this is no
easy task, but one involving big, sometimes difficult problems. But
we need not doubt that the working class and all working people of
Poland will successfully cope with this historic mission and turn
their country into a prospering socialist state.

Dear Comrade Gierek, ]
In handing you the Order of the October Revolution, T want to

wish you with all my heart the best of health and success in your
activity for the good of the Polish people and for ic sake of estab-
lishing an even closer friendship between our parties and countries.



SPEECH AT THE 18TH CONGRESS OF THE
ALL-UNION LENINIST YOUNG COMMUNIST
LEAGUE

April 25, 1978

Comrade delegates, esteemed guests of the Congress,

On behalf of the Central Committee of the CPSU and all mem-
bers of_ our Party of Lenin, I extend warm greetings to the partici-
pants in our highest Komsomol assembly, and through you to all
Komsomol members and the whole Soviet youth.

_ Fifty-eight years ago, speaking at the 3rd Congress of the then
still very young Komsomol, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin singled out as
most important the question of “what we should teach the youth and
how the youth should learn if it really wants to justify the name of
Communist youth, and how it should be trained so as to be able to
complete and consummate what we have started” (V. 1. Lenin, Coll
Works, Vol. 31, p. 284). T

Lenin’s approach to the matter has retained all its relevance
today. What we should teach the youth and how the youth should
learn (not only in the sense of learning at school, of course, but
also in the broader sense of learning life) so as to be able to become
true builders of communism—this is still the main thing in the work
of the Komsomol and in the Party’s guidance of this work.

By and large, I think, Communists of the older generation can
be pI_eased with Soviet youth of the present day. They are growing
up with communist convictions, and are deeply faithful to the cause
of the Party and the great Lenin. Millions of young men and women
are models of courage, tenacity and fidelity to the ideals of the Octo-
ber Revolution. They are working with great enthusiasm in all sec-
tors of the front of communist construction, and are actively further-
ing the fulfilment of the country’s strenuous development plans. They
inject ‘their unique, romantic spirit and, I should say, youthful fer-
vour, into every undertaking. For this we thank the Komsomol and
all young people of our Soviet land.
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May the pure flame of patriotism burn on in your hearts, along
with a noble sense of personal responsibility for your job and for
all that is happening in the country.

The 25th Congress of our Party endorsed an extensive programme
for the current five years and the longer term. It is directed to one
aim—that the Soviet people should enjoy an even better life, that
they should lead fuller and happier lives and that we should advance
ever more confidently to communism, our radiant goal. Much of
what the Party has set out in the five-year plan is being successfully
achieved, but much still remains to be done, and this, of course, also
by you young people.

L.

The striving for efficiency and quality is a most important hall-
mark of our country’s present period. This is no passing campaign.
It is a course taken by the Party, as we say, in all earnest and for a
long time. It is not only the key task of the current five-year period,
but also the determining factor in our economic and social develop-
ment for many years ahead. If you like, it is also an educational pro-
gramme for a whole generation of Soviet people.

Our country has colossal natural riches. The exertions of several
generations have created a powerful economic potential in both our
industry and agriculture. We have raised and trained large numbers
of educated and qualified cadres and have secured fairly good con-
ditions of life for our people.

It is now more important than ever to use all this wealth thriftily
and sensibly, to make it serve the people profitably and to use it
with the maximum benefit.

Certainly, efficiency and quality are very broad concepts. They
include such basic elements as the most rational distribution of the
productive forces, the improvement of nationwide planning and a
comprehensive approach to major economic problems. In this respect
the Party has—specifically at last year’s December Plenary Meeting
of the Central Committee—set clear-cut tasks to our government
bodies, notably the State Planning Committee and the ministries con-
cerned. But in solving them much depends on each enterprise, each
workshop and team and each worker.

What does this mean?

It means that you must work not simply with discipline and
diligence but also conscientiously, skillfully, -efficiently and work
well, so that others should respect you for your work and you, too,
should have self-respect.

Tt means that work must be organised sensibly at every work
place, with an effective system of incentives for stable and high-
quality production and for its further improvement.
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This means making thrifty use of the nation's material wealth
the prime law in the life and labour of Soviet people, and searching
perseveringly for new ways of eliminating unproductive expenditure.

This means that in our work collectives we must create such a
moral atmosphere and mentality that everyone will consider it his
natural duty—and will have the opportunity—to work at maximum
efficiency and to maximum effect, an atmosphere in which the posi-
tion of idlers, truants, bodgers and pilferers of public property will
be truly intolerable.

These are our tasks, comrades. The Party has set them out clearly
and persuasively. Millions of working people have approved the
Party’s call and responded to it in their work.

You probably know from press reports of the extensive, syste-
matic and painstaking work done in this connection at enterprises
in Moscow, Leningrad, Minsk, Lvov, the Urals, the Kuznetsk basin,
Tashkent and Karaganda, and in many other work collectives across
the country.

Youth are actively involved in these efforts. You have advanced
the slogan, “Youthful ardour and creativity for the five-year plan of
efficiency and quality”. This is a splendid slogan. And it is a point
of honour for the Komsomol to secure its daily application by all
young workers, collective farmers, technicians, and engineers,

Useful experience has been gained at our leading enterprises,
such as the Volga motor works, in tackling the problem of higher
production efficiency and higher quality labour in a comprehensive
manner. We have a right to expect that such experience will spread
far and wide. And it is also up to the Komsomal to promote this.

Or take the Shchekino method. It enables a considerable rise in
production with a drop in the number of workers. One would think
everything is clear. But the method has not so far won the following
it deserves. Some managers and officials do not seem able to shake
off long-established canons, to revise and alter certain principles of
management and forms of organising production.

It is high time, comrades, that we should learn to introduce
advanced experience effectively and carry every useful undertaking
through to the end.

What are the decisive sectors in the campaign for efficiency and
quality in our economy today? There are several. But I would again
give pride of place to capital construction and transport. Our suc-
cess along the entire economic front depends in many ways on im-
proving the state of affairs in these sectors. These matters were
closely studied at the December Plenary Meeting of the Central
Committee last year and, as you know, I had occasion to refer to
them again during my recent visit to the country’s Eastern regions.

As I have already stressed, we shall be very exacting towards
economic managers for inefficiency, for inability to deploy energy
and resources correctly and for freezing national resources in uncom-
pleted construction. But the matter concerns not only managers. It
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also depends on the work and sense of responsibility of millions of
people employed in construction and transport, and among them
millions of young men and women, including members of the Kom-
somol. Special importance attaches here to creative initiative, to de-
dicated work in all sectors and to the emulation movement, whose
main purpose is to secure the ultimate economic results for the coun-
try as a whole.

" It would be useful, for example, to take up on a broad scale the
initiative of emulation among related trades on the principle of a
“work relay’, which is a competition between building workers,
designers and industrial, transport and agricultural Aworkers for the
prompt or pre-schedule commissioning of the most important plants
and projects in the five-year plan.

As concerns transport, here we can point to the valuable Lenin-
grad workers’ initiative—the experience of cooperation betwez‘en
seamen, railwaymen and road transport and river fleet workers in
the Leningrad transport zone. )

These and similar undertakings need your support, dear friends;
they need your energy and youthful enthusiasm.

The Komsomol has always been a reliable steward of great
Soviet building projects. This splendid tradition continues. But the
projects have changed in many ways. Today they constitute not only
separate giant building sites but embrace vast geographical areas.

Let me here take just one such area. Its importance for the coun-
try’s future is increasing from day to day. I mean Western Siberia
or, more precisely, the Tyumen region.

In a matter of ten years we have turned this taiga land into our
country’s chief supplier of petroleum. A powerful gas and chemicals
industry is being built there. No longer are forest or deer ppaths
typical of the Tyumen landscape, but rising cities, oil and gas neld_s.
factories, railways and roads. And on what a scale! Think of’ it,
comrades: one million square kilometres on the Ob River are being
economically developed and settled. This equals approximately the
combined area of Spain, Italy and Britain.

Yes, we did not hesitate to invest huge resources there. And were
not mistaken. The expenditure was justified. Today, Tyumen supplies
nearly half of Soviet oil and a large amount of gas. ISeverai day.tf_
ago our Party’s Central Committee congratulated the gll_work_ers? of
Western Siberia on their one thousand millionth ton of oil. This is a
big labour victory. Glory and honour to those who get the northern
black gold for us! :

We will live with the Tyumen deposits for many years to come.
And in the next ten years we expect to get the bulk of the increase
in oil and gas output and of the output of valuable _chemlcal raw
materials made from them exactly in Tyumen, In this connection
we are entering or, more precisely, have already entered a new and
more complicated stage in the development of Western Siberia. The

61



work there is to be doubled or trebled. This wiil call for new mate-
rial and technical outlays and for an influx of people.

What could the Komsomol do to help Western Siberia? I am
aware that 13 Komsomol priority projects are already under con-
struction there. Still, I would ask you tc redouble attention to this
area.

What the building projects need is not simply hands. A definite
number of building workers, assemblymen, drivers, drillers, teachers
and people of other professions must be sent there-that is the need.

When the “offensive” on Western Siberia was just beginning, a
slogan was advanced to take its wealth not by number but by skill,
that is, by means of up-to-date technology and techniques. And much
has been accomplished here.

Take the prefabricated unit method of building which, incidental-
ly, was developed and introduced by young, enthusiastic workers and
engineers of Tyumen Gasmontazh (a construction trust). What the
method amounts to in substance is that many of the oilfield facilities
are manufactured complete in factory shops far from the building
site, and are then delivered in units to any remote place, where it
only remains to assemble them. :

It is estimated that this method makes it possible to quadruple
the productivity of labour in fitting out the Siberian oilfields. And
that means a reduction of thousands, even tens of thousands, in the
number of workers needed.

As you see, the development of Western Siberia can also be
helped by those who are working elsewhere. For this those who are
filling Tyumen orders—whether in the Ukraine, Azerbaijan, the Volga
lands, Moscow, or any other part of the country—should assume
Komsomol stewardship over them and help develop the spaces and
mineral resources of Tyumen with the minimum manpower.

I believe that this principle can also be applied to other large
building projects. Experience of this kind already exists. There is
the Leningraders’ pledge, for example, to fill orders of building proj-
ects ahead of schedule. Involve the youth everywhere in this under-
taking, comrades, and keep the orders for the country’s building
projects under constant supervision. Let the “Komsomol Spotlight”
give no rest to those who fall behind.

Now about agriculture.

Undoubtedly, we have accomplished much in carrying out the
Party’s agricultural policy, But much has still to be done in order
effectively to meet the growing demands of Soviet people and the
needs of industry. Our current plans as well as new projects on
which the Party is working at present are oriented toward these
aims. Raising the efficiency of agriculture, notably that of animal
husbandry, is a cardinal task.

Let me be frank: it will be hard to accomplish it without the
active involvement of youth.
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Of course, this applies first of all to youth in the countryside.
They personify the future and in many ways determine the present
of Soviet agriculture. Nowadays our farming is inconceivable without
machinery. That is why we attach fundamental importance to the
Komsomol motto, “If you live in the country you must know farm-
ing machinery”. The technical training of young men and women in
country areas must proceed on a truly mass scale.

Qur countryside is changing. Houses built there in the past 13
years total 450 million square metres. This is no trifle, comrades; it
matches the total of prewar housing in Soviet cities. Villages boast
houses of culture, shopping centres and cafes-many of them not
inferior to those in cities. It is up to the youth, the Komsomol, to
be the chief driving force behind these changes, to operate the new
machinery, to build the modern villages and introduce a high level
of culture there.

Certainly, people cannot be made to stay in the countryside by
edict. Creating good working and living conditions, cultivating a
respect for farm work and a love of nature and of the land, and the
ability and desire to turn one’s hands to it—that is our method of
attracting the rising generation to working in the fields and on live-
stock farms.

Let me recall the initiative of school-leavers in Kostroma region.
They wanted to stay and work on the land. And as I was preparing
for this meeting with you, I inquired how they were making out
now. I was informed that these schoolchildren of yesterday have
turned out to be good tillers of the soil, livestock farmers and
machine operators and have found their vocation in this fine and
noble work, They have formed youth collectives on farm and have
learned new trades. Many are continuing their education. And by
now their example is being followed by tens of thousands in differ-
ent parts of our great Motherland.

The Party thanks the young men and women who have chosen
to devote themselves to the grand programme of developing agricul-
ture and it highly esteems their initiative. It sets youth a good exam-
ple. I think it will continue to find many followers.

Tremendous significance attaches to the Komsomol's helping to
carry out the Party decision on transforming agriculture in the non-
black-earth zone of the Russian Federation. Keep it up, friends, and
hold aloft the banner of the Leninist Komsomol on this youth pri-
ority project!

Springtime field work is at its height just now throughout the
country. Allow me to wish youth in the countryside and everybody
working on collective and state farms to do their job well, to wish
them success and, the main thing, to gladden our hearts with a good
harvest.

Speaking of agricultural problems, I wish to address myself to
city youth too. The basis for good harvests and high productivity on
livestock farms is nowadays laid in the city too. The end result of a
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farmer’'s or stockbreeder’s work depends in many ways on the city
worker. This means that young people in cities can play an impor-
tant part here. They would do well to launch an emulation move-
ment for the prompt supply to farms of everything they need-
machinery, fertilizers, building materials and equipment for stock-
breeding, and also to help on rural building projects.

And there is yet another important task, comrades. As our econ-
omy grows and the wellbeing of Soviet people is rising, working
in such fields as retail trade and the public services gains in sig-
nificance. I have already had occasion to refer to the tremendous
bearing they have on the mood and health of people and, conse-
quently, on their good work. Everybody probably knows this from
his own experience. Yet, as you surely know, it is precisely in these
spheres that we still have many shortcomings, sometimes glaring
ones. There are many reasons for this—material, organisational and
moral. But one thing is clear: order must be established.

And I think the Komsomol should make trade and the public
services the object of its constant and unflagging concern. Put them
under your effective stewardship. Make a thorough study of the state
of affairs, help with fresh people and by educating those a‘lre_ady
employed there and rallying public opinion, and with initiatives
addressed to economic and administrative bodies. In my view this
would be useful. So, friends, tackle the matter!

So, comrades, there is a lot to do, work enough for all. Perhaps
some of you think that I am setting you tco many tasks. But, after
all, there are nearly 38 million of you Komsomol members. A tre-
mendous force! You should be equal to any task.

And today the most urgent task is not oniy to fulfil but also to
overfulfil this year’s plan. This is exceedingly important for the ful-
filment of the five-year plan as a whole. It is upon this that Party,
government and economic bodies, trade union and Komsomol orga-
nisations and all working people must concentrate their efforts at
the present time. Here very much depends on you, on youth. And
we are sure you will not let us down!

IL.

Dear comrades, in the final count the fulfilment of all our plans
depends on people, on their knowledge, culture, and political aware-
ness. ‘

Our main compass along the road to communism is the Marxist-
Leninist teaching on the laws of social development. It is impossible
to overestimate the importance of a profound and systematic study of
this revolutionary science; conscientious and thorough study, not
mechanical learning by rote of particular truths and formu%as. Kno'af—
ledge of theory is of no value unless it becomes conviction and is
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followed up by deeds. In other words, every young Leninist must be
an active political fighter able to carry out the Party’s policy in
practice and irreconcilably to combat hostile ideology.

The Party and Komsomol devote great attention to the moral
upbringing of youth. One cannot affirm the norms and principles of
communist morality without waging a continuous hard struggle
against anti-social behaviour and spiritual poverty, and its inevitable
concomitants—drunkenness, hooliganism and breaches of labour dis-
cipline. Immorality, which is not always noticeable at first glance,
presents no less a danger. Indifference, parasitism, cynicism and
claims to take from society more than one gives to society—these
moral flaws must not escape the view of the Komsomol and, for that
matter, of our public as a whole.

Concern for raising the people’s standard of living is the pivot
of the Party’s home policy. By this we mean both a higher material
and higher cultural level of life. The one cannot be divorced from
the other.

We reject both the cult of poverty and asceticism and the consum-
er cult, the mentality of the philistine for whom a kopeck, in
Gorky's apt phrase, is the sun in his sky. For us material blessings
are not an aim in itself, but a precondition for the all-round deve-
lopment of the personality. It is important, therefore, that our rising
wellbeing should be accompanied by an enrichment of people’s spir-
itual world and the cultivation of a correct understanding of the
purpose and meaning of life.

The fact that Soviet people, including youth, of course, are highly
educated and very well informed, sets much higher demands on the
manner of educational work.

Manifestations of indifference and formalism are especially in-
tolerable in this area. It is time all workers on the ideological front
should end the mechanical and thoughtless repetition of axiomatic
truths and the verbose gabbling that still survives here and there. It
is time to make it a rule to talk to people in plain and comprehen-
sible terms, and to put live thought and feeling into every phrase
you write. This, too, is a question of quality and efficiency, more-
over, in such an important sector of communist construction as the
education of the new man.

The Party and Komsomol are bringing up the young citizens of
our society to be loyal sons and daughters of the Soviet Motherland
and firm fighters for the communist cause. These qualities are trans-
lated into the great deeds of millions of people, they multiply the
power of our Motherland and raise the wellbeing of the people.

Recently, during my visit to the Urals, Siberia and the Far East,
I was deeply gratified again to see for myself what splendid people
and what magnificent youth we have in these wealthy but in many
ways still severe regions. One might say that youth are making the
climate there warmer with the warmth of their devoted hearts.
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Especially memorable were the meetings with a group of young
Baikal-Amur Railway builders at one of the stations and with young
people in the city of Komsomolsk-on-Amur. They were splendid
young men and women. They spoke of their life and work with res-
ponsibility and competence, and also with enthusiasm. Their eyes
are set on the future. As I listened to them the lines of the well-
known song came to mind: “We young masters of the earth are
conquering space and time.” _

The magnificent qualities of Soviet people are also in evidence
in the ranks of our glorious Armed Forces. Here young people get
a real steeling. Here they not only learn organisation and discipline
but also display a high degree of awareness, self-sacrifice and on
occasions true heroism.

During my visit to the East I also acquainted myself with how
our borders are being guarded and with those who are performing
their far from easy duty there-the fine men of our Army, Navy and
border troops. I can say one thing, comrades: the borders of our
Motherland are dependably protected against all emergencies; its
defence is in experienced and loyal hands. And I can assure you
that the young people of the Soviet land guarding its peace Iamd
tranquillity have everything they need to perform their lofty mission.

Comrades, Soviet people who have grown up in a fraternal
family of nations ard have been reared on the ideas of Marxism-
Leninism are internationalists by their very naturc. Internationalist
traditions are embodied in their deeds today more broadly and di-
versely perhaps than ever before. And here, as in many other things,
youth are to the fore. ’

Young people sent by the Leninist Komsomol are working in
more than a hundred countries abroad. Thousands of our country’s
sons and daughters are doing noble work in the socialist countries
of Europe and in distant Cuba, in the hot sands of the Sahara, in
the jungles of South-East Asia, in India, the Arab East and other
parts of the world-building factories and power stations, helping to
develop natural resources, treating the sick and teaching children.
Often enough their labour is a real, unassuming and unpublicised,
disinterested and self-sacrificing feat. A feat for the sake of peace
and progress, the fraternity and friendship of nations. A feat that
adds to the prestige of our Motherland and helps people to under-
stand the truth about our socialist system and the communist mo-
rality and ideals of Soviet people.

Let us, comrades, express our sincere thanks to these splendid
representatives of our people. They are helping to carry out the
peaceful Leninist policy of our Party and the Soviet state and they
are daily displaying that internationalism in action which Vladimir
Ilyich Lenin valued so highly.

Proletarian, socialist internationalism—this is our great strength.
It is the fruit of our convictions and the fervour of our hearts. It is
our banner. Be ever faithful to it, dear friends!
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Comrades, your fathers spent their youth in soldier’s uniform at
the front in the Great Patriotic War. This was truly, as the poet
said, ““a battle not for glory but for life upon the earth”. Many
years have passed since then. Today more than half the population
of our country knows about the war, its hardships and suffering,
only from the stories of their elders, from books and films. But in
different conditions the fight for life on earth continues today, too.
To secure lasting and stable peace-this is the aim of our foreign
policy and of its fundamental principles, such as peaceful coexist-
ence and detente.

Today detente is not just a theory or a slogan, nor wishful think-
ing. It has to its credit quite a few good, perfectly specific and tan-
gible deeds. In Europe it has laid the groundwork for relations be-
tween states and embraced various fields in their life. For all the ups
and downs in Soviet-American relations, these, too, have a new
appearance, more favourable to peace. The policy of detente has
been recognised and is supported by the peoples as the only sen-
sible policy in our troubled times.

The most essential and urgent task today is to secure a further
easing of the war danger and to check the arms build-up. All peo-
ples are aware of this and most of the governments of the world
recognise it. This is also borne out by the fact that, for the first time
in history, a session of the UN General Assembly specially devoted
to arms limitation and disarmament will open in a few weeks’ time.
We wish it success and we shall actively promote this.

We are in favour of general and complete disarmament. It is not
our fault that the talks on this problem, now nearly twenty years
old, are deadlocked. And yet agreements on arms limitation in cer-
tain fields have been concluded during this period. And talks are
continuing on a number of questions.

The central goal of our struggle for peace in the present cir-
cumstances is to reduce the menace of another world war and of the
mass extermination of people with nuclear weapons. For this pur-
pose the Soviet Union has taken several major steps. One of these is
the negotiations with the United States on the limitation of strategic
offensive arms.

As you know, Moscow has just been visited by the US Secretary
of State, Cyrus Vance, who came on President Carter’s instructions.
There was a thorough exchange of opinions. As a result, some prog-
ress was made in working out an agreement on strategic arms lim-
itation. By no means all problems have yet been resolved. We
cannot accept at all certain positions of the American side. I believe,
however, that through mutual efforts based on sensible and realistic
compromise we can complete the drafting of an agreement that will
justly take into account the security interests of both powers. This
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will enable us substantially to bridle the arms race and will there-
fore also help to strengthen peace.

For several years now the Soviet Union has been pressing for an
agreement on the general and complete banning of nuclear weapons
tests. We are negotiating with the United States and Britain on ban
ning tests in all media (that is to say, including underground tests).
And we are gratified to note that definite progress has been made
of late in these talks. We would like to hope that the work will be
completed and an appropriate treaty will be signed in the near
future. This will be a notable achievement in the struggle for peace
and international security.

Along with other peace forces in the world, the Soviet Union is
taking active steps to prevent the development of the neutron
weapon, which is a new and particularly inhuman weapon of mass
annihilation. Our stand on this issue is absolutely clear and radical:
that the countries concerned should, before it is too late, conclude
an agreement reciprocally renouncing manufacture of this weapon.
And may mankind be delivered from it once and for all.

Unfortunately, the United States, which is poised to develop the
neutron bomb, has not yet agreed to our proposal. But President
Carter has recently declared that he has postponed a final decision
on starting the manufacture of the neutron weapon. This, of course,
does not settle the matter and is at best a half-measure. However,
I can say that we have taken the President’s statement into account
and that we, too, will not start production of neutron weapons so
long as the United States does not do so. Further developments will
depend on Washington.

In line with its fundamental policy aimed at reducing the nuclear
war danger, the Soviet Union has also decided to subscribe in due
form to the international treaty banning nuclear weapons in Latin
America. Thereby, we, like the other nuclear powers, will take a
pledge not to help any Latin American state gain access to nuclear
weapons, and not to use such weapons against the states party to
the treaty.

So, as you see, comrades, the work for peace is continuing and
our country is making ever new efforts to this end.

We intend that my forthcoming visit to the Federal Republic of
Germany should also help not only to determine the prospects for
further broad and mutually advantageous cooperation between our
two countries (which is important in itself) but also contribute to
consolidating detente and universal peace, especially in Europe.

Of late the opponents of detente and disarmament in the NATO
countries—all those generals who dabble in politics and all those
bellicose politicians—have been raising a propaganda howl and
spreading lies about an allegedly threatening military superiority of
the Warsaw Treaty states over the NATO bloc in Europe, about
alleged Soviet aggressive intentions in Europe, and the like. All this
is nonsense, needless to say. Nolt harmless but malicious nonsense,
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however, because it serves to justify and camouflage actions that are
truly dangerous and potentially aggressive: precipitating another
round in the arms race, building up military forces and contaminat-
ing the international atmosphere with poisonous fumes of fear, sus-
picion and hostility.

More than any other country does the Soviet Union, which suf-
fered the greatest ravages in the Second World War, want peace in
Europe never to be violated again and Europe to be a continent of
lasting peace and peaceful cooperation. And, perhaps, no other state
has done more for this than our country,

For some years, at the talks in Vienna, we have been working for
a considerable reduction of the armed forces of the West and East
in Europe-without prejudice to the security of any side—but we have
so far encountered only attempts by the West to change the balance
of forces in its own favour. A few days ago in Vienna, it is true, the
Western countries submitted slightly refurbished proposals. These
take note of the standpoint of the socialist states in some respects,
although the general impression of a one-sided approach clearly
remains. Well, we intend to continue our work. We are prepared to
do everything in our power to find mutually acceptable solutions
and to relieve military tension in a region of the world where it is
especially great and dangerous.

Everybody should know that, far from harbouring any aggressive
designs and building up any “strike forces”” in Europe for action
against the West, the Soviet Union has always done and will con-
tinue to do everything it can to relieve tensions and to facilitate
agreement. Unlike the NATO countries, we have not for a long time
increased our armed forces in Central Europe, and we do not
intend-I wish to stress this most emphatically-we do not intend to
increase them by a single soldier, by a single tank.

And we call on the Western states to follow this gocd example.

Trying to distort the meaning and goals of Soviet foreign policy,
imperialist propaganda maintains that there is a contradiction be-
tween our country’s policy of detente and peaceful coexistence and
our relations with countries that have thrown off the colonial yoke.
The Soviet Union and other socialist countries are being falsely
accused of interfering in the affairs of young states. Our opponents
go so far as to accuse us of an “expansionist policy” and “stoking
up tension”. All this, of course, is sheer fabrication with no basis
in fact.

We want friendly cooperation with those countries on a basis of
complete equality. We support their independence and their advance
along the road of peace and social progress. The Soviet Union inva-
riably advocates strict respect for the sovereignty of those—and all
other—states, for non-interference in their internal affairs and for the
inviolability of their frontiers.

It is the imperialist powers which are continuously interfering—
openly or under slight camouflage—in the affairs of independent
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newly-free states. They are interfering in order to obstruct their pro-
gressive development. They infringe on their sovereignty in order to
sccure the selfish interests of their own monopolies or the plans of
their own military strategists.

As a rule, such interference leads to viclence and encroachments
on the rights of the peoples. This occurs either in the home life of
the countries concerned as, say, in the case of Chile, or in the form
of undisguised foreign aggression, as in the case of the brazen con-
duct of the Israeli rulers.

The facts show that the peoples of the young states are able to
defend their independence and vital interests more successfully, the
more solid their unity and solidarity and the more solid their friend-
ship with the countries of the socialist world, on whose support they
may rely in their just struggle.

One does not have to look far for examples of this, too. It was
thanks to the solidarity of progressive forces that attempts by the
imperialists and their puppets to overthrow the people’s government
in Angola and to dismember revolutionary Ethiopia were foiled.

Peace, non-interference in internal affairs, respect for independ-
ence and territorial integrity, equality and mutually beneficial coope-
ration—all these are the indispensable and the most important ele-
ments of detente and lasting peace. Such is our pelicy in Europe, and
it is the same in Africa, Asia, Latin America and everywhere clse in
the world. And if anyone thinks that the Soviet Union can be diver-
ted from this course by means of slander and threats, then he is
deeply mistaken.

Comrades, analysing the world situation, we have arrived at the
firm conviction that it is high time to give thought to putting a
complete stop to any further quantitative and qualitative growth in
the armaments and armed forces of states with a large military po-
tential, and thereby to create conditions for their subsequent reduc-
tion. Specifically, we are calling for discussion of a programme of
the following measures, to be put into effect within a definite time
limit:

— to stop manufacturing nuclear weapons of zll types;

— to stop manufacturing and to ban all other types of mass de-
struction weapons;

— to stop developing new types of highly destructive convention-
al arms;

— to renounce the expansion of the armies and the increase of
the conventional armaments of the permanent members of the UN
Security Council and countries associated with them under military
agreements.

It is certainly not simple to agree on such matters. We could
probably tackle one particular angle first—say, the stopping of nu-
clear arms manufacture, as we have already proposed. The main thing
is that the problem as a whole is made easier to solve by the fact that
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these steps would not upset the balance of forces now existing be-
tween states. Nobody would be the loser.

We must not, nor have we the right to forget that the nuclear
peril is still hanging over the world and arousing the alarm of na-
tions for their future. Joint efforts by all the nuclear powers are
obviously needed to remove this peril. And each of them can and
must do its bit. For its part, the Soviet Union declares unambigu-
ously: we are against the use of nuclear weapons; only extraordi-
nary circumstances, an act of aggression against our country or its
allies by another nuclear power, could compel us to resort to this
extreme means of self-defence. The Soviet Union is doing and will
continue to do everything to prevent an atomic war, so that the na-
tions should not fall victim to atomic strikes—neither a first strike
nor subsequent ones. This is our firm line, and we shall act accord-
ingly.

To preserve this Earth of ours and to hand it over to the rising
generation with all its wealth and beauty unblemished by a nuclear
holocaust—this, as we see it, is the goal to which the thoughts of
humanity should be directed. The Soviet Union is doing everything
in its power to maintain and consolidate pecace. We trust that your
future, decar young friends, will be the happiness of free labour on a
peaceful planet.

Comrades, your Congress has met on the eve of a momentous
date: this autumn the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League
will celebrate its 60th anniversary. The whole country will, of
course, celebrate this jubilee in a worthy manner. And we call on
you to greet your festive day with great new achievements in your
work,

The Komsomel is mature in years. But it is always young in
spirit. The Leninist Komsomol is the Party’'s militant helper and
dependable reserve. It is from the Party that you draw great and
time-tested experience for all the activities of your League. And this
is as it should be. After all, the Party and Komsomol have one
goal-communism and their path is also one-the path of Lenin, the
path of serving the people.

It is you who will pursue the great cause begun by your grand-
fathers and fathers to final victory. So be their worthy successors
and hold high the banner of communism|

Glory to the Leninist Komsomol-vanguard of Soviet youth!
Glory to our country’s rising generation!

Long live the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Party of
Lenin!

Long live the Soviet people, builders of communism!



REPLIES TO QUESTIONS PUT BY “"VORWARTS”,
THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER OF THE SOCIAL
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF WEST GERMANY

May 4, 1978

Q. In connection with your visit to the Federal Republic of
Germany, would you care to assess the present state of relations
between our countries and the prospects for their future develop-
ment?

A. I believe that the relations between our countries are develop-
ing successfully in many directions. They have good future prospects
in our view, provided, of course, they do not come up against artifi-
cially created obstacles.

In connection with your question, I cannot but recall the Treaty
concluded by the Soviet Union and the Federal Republic in Moscow
in August, 1970. The past was much too tragic for both of our
peoples for the bold turn made in our relations at that time to be
undervalued.

The Treaty became an event of major international importance.
It laid one of the foundation stones of the edifice of detente. It pro-
vided an impetus for the positive development that had long been
awaited. It was followed by a number of other agreements, includ-
ing multilateral ones.

A lot of ground has been covered since then. The FRG has con-
cluded important treaties with the Polish People's Republic, the
German Democratic Republic and the Czechoslovak Socialist Repub-
lic. Relations between the USSR and the FRG have taken on a new
quality. Cooperation has become the norm. Trust has been estal
lished in each other’s words and in the signatures affixed to joint
documents. Meetings take place between members of our govern-
ments, parliamentarians and political and public leaders, and there arc
numerous visits by delegations. Cultural exchange and tourism are
being promoted. In short, considerable experience has been accumu-
lated in developing contacts of different kinds.

Naturally, summit meetings have played and continue to play
the determinative role in the establishment and strengthening of
beneficial ties between the USSR and the FRG. Every such meeting
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contributes something new and positive, and makes it possible to
untie difficult knot to adopt decisions signifying further prog-
ress. The great inicrest being shown in your country, and in other
countries, too, in the forthcoming talks in Bonn with President
Walter Scheel and Chancellor Helmut Schmidt is not surprising,
therefore. It will also be a pleasure for me to meet Chairman Willy
Brandt, with whom the start was made in clearing the way leading
to good relations between our two countries.

Relations with the FRG constitute a part of the Soviet Union’s
multiform, world-wide ties, but they are a very important part. After
all, in European affairs, and in the wider context, a great deal de-
pends on the positions of our two countries and their mutual under-
standing. The state of relations between the FRG and the USSR is
a sensitive barometer of international detente, of peaceful coexist-
ence, not only in Europe, but also further afield.

I would like to underline once again that our course of striving
for good-neighbourly and mutually beneficial relations with the Fed-
eral Republic is a long-term policy of principle of our Party and
state. e

Can it be said that no problems, no difficultics exist in the rela-
tions beiween the USSR and the FRG? Of course not. There are
problems, problems of different kinds.

There is the objective side of the matter, above all the very fact
that we live in states with different social systems. Many complica-
tions stem From this in various fields of contact. But we have to

'n to live in peace and to cooperate, because there is no rational
ive to the peaceful coexistence of states.

But there arc difficulties and obstacles of a different nature, too.
They arc due to the calculated activities of forces which have an
aggi'essi\-'e attitude towards socialism and which look back longingly
to the period of the cold war. It is these forces which, under various
.d pretexts, systematically organise anti-Soviet campaigns, stir
up trouble, try to interfere in our internal affairs, and seek to accel-
erate the arms build-up. The actions of these forces, which are quite
influential in the FRG, hinder the smooth development of relations
between our two countries and reduce the possibilities of our coopet-
ation in world affairs. \

We are convinced that in these times any problems of inter-state
relations can be resolved if they are approached calmly and rea-
sonably, and with the desire to understand one’s partner, and to
avoid stirring up passions and aggravating differences. Given good
will on both sides, it is possible to view the future with optimism.

Q. Seme people in the FRG express the view that business tics
with the USSR have zlready ‘“‘reached the ceiling”. What is your
opinion in this regard? i

A T don’t believe this to be the case. Take the figures character-
ising the growth of trade between the USSR and the FRG. Thcy look
quite impressive. Trade turnover in 1977 was 2.5 times what it was
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in 1973, and 5.5 times what it was in 1970. The FRG holds first
place in our trade with capitalist states. We have many mutually
advantageous agreements. A good example is the contract for the
delivery to the FRG of Soviet natural gas in exchange for pipes. It
is important not only by virtue of its scale, but also because of its
long-term nature-up to the year 2000. This symbolises, as it were,
a mutual desire for stability and permanence in the economic rela-
tions of our two countries.

West German companies are participating in the building in our
country of the world’s biggest electro-metallurgical complex, in
Oskol, and in the construction of Sheremetvevo Airport. Recently
I was in the area of the Baikal-Amur Railway, which is truly the
“construction project of the century”. Trucks bought in the FRG are
doing good work there. Many of your citizens have taken a liking
to the Lada car put out by the Volga automobile plant. Such exam-
ples could be multiplied.

However, we cannot in all honesty say that we are fully satisfied
with the state of our economic ties with your ccuntry. In the rela-
tions between FRG firms and our organisations things do not always
and in every respect turn out as we would both like them to. We
know this, and, for our part, we try to take appropriate, timely
measures. We are counting on the Federal Republic also making its
contribution to overcoming the difficulties that arise. For instance.
we expect that the restrictions on the import of Soviet goods will be
lifted, at last, and that more favourable customs conditions will be
created.

I have had occasion to remark before that the economics of our
two countries can in some respects complement each other. The
widening international division of labour opens up great possibili-
ties before all countries. There are tremendous reserves in it, too,
for a continuous growth of our economic tics in the interests of both
sides. Besides, we do not, after all, have to limit ourselves to the
forms of economic ties which have taken shape, but can explore new
forms, and show enterprise, based, naturally, cn businesslike calcu-
lations and the principle of mutual benefit.

Soviet exports to the FRG amount to 0.09 per cent of the USSR’s
total production, whereas West German exporis to the USSR are
estimated to amount to 0.6 per cent of the gross national product
of the FRG. That is why it is impossible to agree that “the ceiling
has been reached” in business ties between our countries.

Q. What opportunities do you see for taking concrete steps
towards further detente in Europe?

A. Further detente in Europe largely depends on how matters
will proceed in resolving urgent questions of detente in the military
field. Tt can even be said that we have rcached the point where the
process of political detente should merge with the process of military
detente. That is why the most important thing now is to take prac-
tical steps to restrain the arms race, to curb this race.
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As everyone knows, the Soviet Union has set forth a whole pro-
gramme of measures for military detente. They inc]u;ic: the pllec‘igc
not to be the first to use nuclear weapons, non-expansion of existing
military groupings, and limitation of the number of troops taking
part in manoeuvres. ; . e

Naturally, the political aspect of the matter must also not be for
gotten for a single moment. The climate in Europe 1'avou!-mg mili-
tary detente is being shaped on the basis of a cgn*.-prchcnsn@ devel-
opment of relations among states, a strengthening of trust among
their leaders, respect for treaties that have been concluded, ar_ld
consistent fulfilment of the agreements reached at the conference in
Helsinki. ; : .

Many people in the West favour our suggestions for I1o}cfnlrtg
all-European congresses on cooperation 1r1_enIV1ronmluntal protegtlofl,
transport and energy. It would seem that it is p_-csmblc to get down
to business, but unfortunately even here our Western partners are
slow to respond and incongistent. ‘
b]O“A:fd thgre is another point. We also do not want West Berlin
to remain a blank spot on the map of European detente. We have
often come up against attempts to circumvent the quadﬂpaz"hte
agreement. There have been actions which show a real unwllhng-
ness to accept the fact that the city is not a part of the'FRG‘ ’%'hls
all contradicts the spirit of detente and complicatcs the internation-
al situation. We cannot appraise this matter in any other way.

Thus, there are many factors determining the destiny of dctentg,
One would like to hope that only those which facilitate its consoli-
dation would come into play.

Q. There arc appre}fensions-—vand not only in the F_RG_—that the
Soviet Union is building up its military strength qualitatively and
quantitatively, systematically and consistently,' to an extent Surpass-
ing defence requirements. Don’t you also believe th‘at detente gall;;
for agreements in the military field as well-on _thc basis of parity?

A. To begin with, let me point out one main thmg:_ the appre-
hensions you allude to are totally groundless. A Soviet military
threat with regard to Europe or to any other part of the globe does
not exist and cannot exist. , '

Let us first look at the purely factual aspect of the question.

With regard to Europe. In the press of Western countries and in
the comments of certain Western political and military leadt_‘:‘rs, one
frequently comes across the allegation that the Sowctﬂ Union and
other Warsaw Treaty member-countries have attained mlht:ar_v su-
periority” on the European continent over the NATO countries and
continue to build up their armed forces there. - AWy )

This, to put it mildly, is a tendentious and nus;fendmg allegation.

Let me start by saying that for a number of years now the
Soviet Union has not been building up and increasing its armed
forces in Central Europe, that is, in that area about which talks arr.t
now procecding in Vienna. Furthermore, in these talks we and our
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allies keep proposing to the Western side that the two sides commit
themselves directly not to increase their armed forces and arms in
Central Europe for the entire period in which the Vienna talks are
under way. Regrettably, the Western countries have not so far
accepted our proposal, while the practical steps they have taken are
in the opposite direction. ¥

As regards “‘superiority”, at those same talks in Vienna, the sides
haxe exchanged official statistics clearly showing that no “superior-
ity” or “disproportion” exists at all. The West and the Warsaw
Treat_\e“countrics have an approximately equal number of troops in
Central Europe, a little over 980,000 men on each side.

Naturally, this parity is not full equality. Each side has its own
Stl“Lleus‘e of armed forces. We, let us say, are superior in land force
missiles, whereas the NATO bloc is superior in air force missiles
with nuclear warheads, and so on.

Furthermore, Western military and political leaders frequently
Ll"lm that the West has what is in their opinion a gualitative supé—
riority in arms. One may well ask: where, then, is the logic in the
assertions of those same circles concerning the imaginary ”threaf
from the East”?

By a}nd large, in Europe, where the main forces of the two mili-
te.ry_—pohtical groupings confront each other at close range, a military
equilibrium undeniably does exist. The question is whether it is nec-
cssary to maintain this equilibrium at such a high level as at pres-
ent, whether this level can be lowered without upsetting the balance
in anyone’s favour. We in the Soviet Union are firmly convinced
that it can and should be lowered. ]

As regards the global correlation of forces between the biggest
participating powers in these two military-political groupings, that
is, the Soviet Union and the United States, here, as is ofﬁ‘cia.ll\-'
acknowledged by both sides, a rough parity, that is, a balance of
strategic forces, has taken shape and is maintained. It is preci.&cl\}
this parity which lies at the basis of the Soviet-US agreement on
strategic offensive arms limitation, concluded in 1972, and also at
the basis of the agreement now being drawn up. ’  ad

I can add that the overall numerical st:fength of Soviet armed
forces q]sg does not spell any “military threat” to the West at all
though it is enough, if necessary, to deliver a retaliatory blow at the
aggressor, no matter where he may be, in the West or in the East
Incidentally, this is well understood and admitted by unbiasrdl o-bv
servers, including those of the US press. h -

And now about our Navy. First of all, T will recall a simple
falct, namely, that the Soviet Union has more than 40,000 kilometres
of sea borders. With the NATO countries having strong offensive
means on the high seas, we are obliged to think about correspon(iinq
defence in this sphere, too. We have built an ocean-going fleet of
our own which can carry out tasks of such defence. The potential of
this fleet docs not exceed that of the fleet of the Western countries,
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but, from the standpoint of structure, it is of a purely defensive
nature. For instance, it is not accidental that we do not have and
are not building strike aircraft-carriers.

Another favourite subject of those who like to talk about a
“Soviet military threat” is the civil defence measures taken in the
USSR. It may seem incredible, but it is a fact that even these meas-
ures, which are aimed at ensuring the safety of the peaceful popu-
lation in the event of war, are interpreted by the experts in anti-
Soviet slander as a sign of “aggressiveness’: the USSR, you sce, is
getting ready for the ““first strike”, hoping to take cover in shelters
from a retaliatory one.

One must truly have a pathologically distorted imagination to
turn everything upside down in this way! Can any normal person
really believe such concoctions?

We do not want war and we are not preparing for a war, but
the Soviet people know from their own bitter experience what
immense losses among the population can be caused by an aggres-
sor's actions. We have heard too often talk by the other side about
its readiness to deliver “strong, destructive, pre-emptive strikes” and
so on, not to take any measures for defence, Only shameless slan-
derers can regard this as preparation for an attack against anyone
you wish.

Alien to us is the callous guantitative approach to the prospects
of a nuclear war, an approach which is popular in some other coun-
tries where a certain percentage of losses among the civilian popu-
lation is declared “acceptable”. We arc not heartened at all by pre-
dictions, which can be heard in the West, that “only ten per cent”
of the planet’s population will perish in a world nuclear war and
that this, you see, will not be so dreadful, it will not be the end of
the world. We do not wish anyone, not a single person, to fall
among those ““ten per cent”.

As for the Soviet Union, I repeat, it is not thinking of “making
a first strike”. On the contrary, everyone knows very well our offi-
cial proposal to all the participants in the all-European conference,
including the United States, that an agreement be concluded on not
being the first to use nuclear weapons against each other. It is also
common knowledge that the NATO countries reject this proposal,
making it rather transparently clear that they are reluctant to give
up their plans of delivering the first strike against our country. Who
then is threatening whom?

Such is the factual aspect of the matter.

Now let us look at its political aspect.

The Soviet Union is indced a powerful state; it is powerful in a
political, economic and military sense. But the Soviet Union is a
peaceful state. Its peaceableness stems from the very nature of our
sociely, where the supreme goal. proclaimed by the laws and deci-
sions of the highest political bodies, is to work for the steady growth
of the material wellbeing and cultural standards of the people. There
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is not a single task which we intend to accomplish by military
means. There is not a single state to which we would lay territorial
or any other claims, fraught with the danger of a military clash.
Furthermore, the Soviet people, including the Soviet leaders, know
very well and remember from their own experience what war is like
in our times. Those inhabitants of the Federal Republic of Germany
who belong to the older generation also have an idea of what war
is like, and possibly they would understand much better than, say,
the inhabitants of the United States, the Soviet people’s fervent
desire to live in peace.

The main “argument” in the discussion in the West about the
notorious “Soviet military threat” consists in ascribing to the Soviet
Union some kind of sinister intentions arising from its military po-
tential. Talk about the number of hours it will take the Soviet Army
to reach the English Channel is an example of this kind of word-
juggling.

But the Soviet Union has no intention of attacking any state
either in the West, East, North or South. The Soviet Union is not
at all getting ready to “conquer’” Western Europe. And our General
Staff is not working on the timetable of any “plan to reach the
English Channel”. The framework of Soviet military development is
determined by the country’s defence needs. And in assessing the
defence needs of the USSR, it is also necessary to remember the
geographic position of our country. The real Soviet intentions are
clearly outlined in official Party and state documents. They can also
be judged by the whole moral and political atmospherc in which
the Soviet people live and are educated. Propaganda of militarisa-
tion, calls for preparations for war, and the whipping up of distrust
and animosity towards other nations are all alien to this atmo-
sphere.

The history of the Soviet state provides many examples of its
peaceableness. It clearly shows the real causes and sources of mili-
tary danger. It shows why we have to devote serious attention to
questions of national defence. When, in the early days following the
October Revolution, our state urged all the belligerent powers to
conclude a peace treaty, the Western countries responded with joint
hostile intervention. When, from the high international tribune, the
USSR came out in the thirties for ensuring European collective se-
curity, the response was the Munich agreement and the Hitler aggres-
sion that followed it. When, after the defeat of the aggressor, the
Soviet Union began rebuilding its war-ravaged economy, the West
launched a “cold war” against us and began blackmailing us with
atomic weapons, evidently in the belief that the USSR, weakened by
the war, would bow to diktat from outside., And when in our times
the Soviet Union advances concrete, realistic and far-reaching pro-
posals for curbing the arms race and for disarmament, neutron
weapons are brandished in response.
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By the way, anyone who is familiar with post-war history will
recall that the arms race developed according to the “action-counter-
action” pattern: when the West issued a challenge, the Soviet Union
had to accept the challenge. This was the case throughout, from the
first atomic bomb down to our time. And the start of each new
round in the arms race was invariably accompanied by a fresh
outcry of a “Soviet threat”.

There is one more thing I would like the esteemed readers of
your paper to recall. It was not we, but the United States, that set
up dozens of military bases, with bombers and submarines with
nuclear and other long-range weapons, bases which stretched out in
an ominous chain along the borders of the USSR and our allies in
the South, North, West and East. I would like to suggest to those
who today are sowing groundless fears and hysteria in connection
with the Soviet Union’s understandable defence undertakings, and
also to those who believe these sowers of panic, at least for a short
time to put themselves mentally in the place of the Soviet people.
After all, our country has been encircled by these bases for several
decades. It would be interesting to know what these nervous gentle-
men would say in such a situation.

Soviet people, however, have strong nerves. They have necver
panicked and will never panic; they take the necessary steps to
defend the country against a rising danger and work persistently
and consistently for a lasting peace, for a lowering of the level of
military confrontation, first of all, in Europe.

Frankly, it seems to me that those who today are fanning the
artificial campaign in the West about a “Soviet military threat” are
really thinking of something else. They do not want to reconcile
themselves to the rough equilibrium which has taken shape in the
balance of military forces of the sides, and want to achieve supe-
riority. This is dangerous, because such an approach will prompt a
fresh unbridled race in arms production and is fraught with the
danger of military gambles. But these people must, at last,'realisc
one thing, namely: to any military challenge the Soviet Union hﬂas
always found, and, vou can be sure of it, will find in the future the
proper reply.

As for the Sowviet Union, it considers that approximate equilib-
rium and parity are enough for defence needs. We do not set our-
selves the goal of gaining military superiority. We also know that
this very concept loses its meaning with the present enormous
stockpiles of nuclear weapons and systems for their delivery.

The Soviet Union is firmly opposed to an “equilibrium of fear”.
We stand for equilibrium of trust. That is why we have so persistent-
ly proposed that detente be deepened and the level of international
cooperation be raised and its content enriched, and that there be a
persevering search for an effective way, first, of ending the arms
race and later, of achieving disarmament.
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We are ready at any moment to sign an agreement in Vienna on a
reduction of the armed forces and arms of the sides in Central
Europe by 5, 10, 20, and, if you like, by 50 per cent. But let us do
this honestly, so as not to upset the existing correlation of forces
and so that there will be no gain for one side and no loss for the
other. Let us carry out such steps which are realistic and acceptable
to both sides right now, and not try to use the talks for gaining uni-
lateral military advantages. : :

This is my answer to your question,

Q. What do you personally expect from your visit, recalling also
your first visit in 19732 .

A. I recall with satisfaction my first visit to the Federal Republic,
the meetings and talks with your political leaders and representa-
tives of the parties, trade unions and business circles.

I hope that on this occasion these favourable impressions will be
strengthened still further and, what is the main thing, that it will be
possible to do something useful and necessary for both of our peo-
ples, and for the cause of peace. ' '

In conclusion, may I extend cordial greetings to the readers of
your paper and express my good wishes to them and to all citizens
of the Federal Republic of Germany.

SPEECH AT THE DINNER IN AUGUSTUSBURG
CASTLE GIVEN BY PRESIDENT OF THE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY SCHEEL

Bonn, May 4, 1978

Esteemed Mr. Federal President,

Esteemed Mr. Federal Chancellor,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Comrades,

I would like to sincerely thank our hosts for the invitation to
visit the Federal Republic of Germany, for the cordiality with which
we are received here, for the warm words you have spoken, Mr.
President.

It is pleasant to meet again state and political leaders, members
of parliament and businessmen of your country. Especially those
with whom eight years ago we undertook the difficult job of achiev-
ing a sharp turn in the relations between our countries towards
mutual understanding and good-neighbourliness.

The Moscow Treaty, mentioned here by Mr. Scheel, was truly
an outstanding event. Jt made the Soviet Union and the FRG and
also all the peoples of Eurcpe richer, richer in their faith in the pres-
ervation of peace at the present time and the attainability of peace
in the future.

The results of our bilateral cooperation during the past years
have been both weighty and tangible. They can be seen in the
developed political contacts, in the extensive economic ties that are
steadily growing in scope, in the growing contacts between people.

I do not want to imply that the time has come to fold one's
hands and admire these accomplishments. There was a time when
history did not skimp in preparing problems for us to inherit. Later,
they were multiplied and deepened by the policy of cold war which,
fortunately, has in the main receded into the past.

But now, too, there are enough things to worry about. Problems
still arise today. Perhaps, of another type, but nevertheless they
arise. And not every one of them has a patent medicine within easy
reach or a ready article in our agreements. But it is necessary to
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keep going forward. Our memory of what has been and responsi-
bility for what will be obliges us to do so. It is from this viewpoint
that I approach our meetings, those which have taken place already
or which are still to take place. I believe that our partners are sim-
ilarly minded.

It is said that man can get used to almost anything. In war time
he gets used to danger, in good times to wellbeing and, when he
is not ill, even to good health. Peace has reigned in Europe for
nore than thirty years now. This has never happened before. And
people have begun to grow accustomed to peace, as though it is
something to be taken for granted, as though detente had not under-
gone many trials.

The fact that peace has now become a part of the fabric of daily
life is the best reward for all those who spared no effort in work-
ing to achieve detente. But at the same time I must issue a warn-
ing: it would be most dangerous to become complacent, to let events
develop by themselves. I have already said and I repeat again with
the full force of conviction: it is necessary to struggle for peace,
detente should be consistently deepened and made irreversible. In
this question there should be no detached onlockers, or non-parti-
cipants, It concerns all equally.

Peace will truly become firm when it becomes the main goal
and criterion of the policy of all states, when not fear of a neighbour
but a conscious striving to honestly cooperate with one another, to
reach agreement without detriment to anybody’s security will de-
termine the approach of governments to problems that arise. Fear
is a poor adviser and suspicion does not serve peace.

We know well that in the FRG, just as in other Western coun-
tries, millions of people, including many prominent statesmen and
politicians, sincerely want lasting peace and good cooperation with
the Soviet Union and other countries of the socialist community.

But we also know that in the West in general, and in your coun-
try as well, there are opponents of detente. Some of them believe
that apprehension about and animosity towards the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries should be constantly present in the
policy of their states, even if this increases the risk of a new war.
Others, perhaps, are simply deluded, accepting at face value the
words of those who ascribe to the Soviet Union evil intentions that
are alien to it,

The most impassable mire is the mire of prejudice. The most
difficult barrier is the barrier of mistrust. Should we hurdle it,
mankind will acquire unprecedented strength and means for the
establishment of a peace more reliable than ever before in the past.

Mistrust nourishes such a monstrous creation of present-day in-
ternational life as the race for the manufacture of means for the
mass annihilation of people. By its nature this race is senseless. Tt
is impossible to win this race. But it is easy to bring about man-
kind’s destruction. It is time to stop.

§2

So let us stop. Let us no longer pile up armaments. Let us em-
bark on real step
1

5 reduce armed forces and armaments both on
n Europe, in pasticular in Central Europe. Let
on the renunciation of the production and de-
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ployment of new systems of weapons of mass annihilation. By way
a

of binding mutual agreement let us preclude the neutron weapon,
which, like the ominous gifts of the Greeks, it is intended to present
to the peoples of our continent.

The Soviet Union has just advanced a series of proposals on
the full ending of the further quantitative and qualitative growth of
the armaments and armed forces of states possessing a big military
potential. We are convinced that no task is more ripe and urgent
now than that of blocking all channels of the arms race, both nu-
clear and conventional. We call on all states, on all people of peace
and goodwill, including, of course, our esteemed partners and friends
in the Federal Republic of Germany, to cooperate in the solution of
this task.

Esteemed ladies and gentlemen,

Judging by our first conversations in Bonn it can be said, I be-
lieve, with a justified sense of optimism that the meetings of the
leaders of our two countries will serve in good stead our people
and the cause of strengthening peace. We are sure that they will
open additional spheres of joint effort, will put into circulation new,
as yet untapped reserves and possibilities.

Qur country is vast. It spreads over two continents. It is popu-
lated by dozens of nations and nationalities forming a single, close-
knit family. We are a peaceful, industrious people, lavishly endowed
with talent and kind hearts. We do not covet what belongs to others.
Our aims are worthy ones. We are ready to live in peace and ac-
cord with all peoples, including your people.

Allow me on this May day of spring to wish the citizens of your
country wellbeing and prosperity!

Allow me to propose a toast to the spirit of mutual respect and
good-neighbourliness between our two countries!

To the health of Mr. Federal President and Mrs, Scheel!

To the health of Mr. Federal Chancellor and Mrs. Schmidt!

To the health of all those present herel



SPEECH AT THE BREAKFAST GIVEN IN THE
GOVERNMENT RECEPTION HOUSE
“REDOUTE"” IN HONOUR OF THE FRG
PRESIDENT WALTER SCHEEL AND THE
FEDERAL CHANCELLOR HELMUT SCHMIDT

May 5, 1978

Esteemed Mr. Federal President,

Esteemed Mr. Federal Chancellor,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It affords me pleasure to warmly welcome as our guests leaders
of the Federal Republic of Germany, leaders of political partics,
prominent representatives of the trade unions, business circles, and
journalists, and all who have accepted our invitation.

This is the second day of our visit to the Federal Republic. As
on the first day, it is fully taken up with intensive work. Everything
tht both sides have considered to be of vital importance in their
joint affairs and in the sphere of world politics they have brought
up for discussion—moreover, not dodging acute issues. After all, re-
ali_srn is the only reliable basis for constructive work. And we-I
think I can say this for both sides—want to build the edifice of our
relations so that it will stand not on sand, but on firm ground.

Preparing for the journey here, I asked myself more than once
what the recent years had yielded in the relations between our coun-
tries, and to what extent the changes arrived at are tangible ones.

The great thinker and founder of scientific socialism, Karl Marx
who was born 160 years ago today, once said that every actual stt-:p;
of movement was more important than a dozen programmes. How
much truth there is in these words! Nothing can take the place of
concrete d(_ecds, and it is deeds that speak in any given instance with
an expressive tongue.

I think that the nineteen-seventies have convincingly demonstra-
te.d how much that is new and unquestionably useful has accompa-
nied the normalisation of relations between our countries. Useful
both for each of us, and for the world situation generally. L 1Sk
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Take for a start the material foundation-economic ties. There
has been big progress here. After all, we had to begin, if not from
nothing, then from a pretty low level, clearly inadequate for two
countries such as ours. And now the results can already be felt. It
is enough to recall that in the last four years, the USSR has deliever-
ed to the FRG more than 27 million tons of oil and oil products,
chemical products to the value of 100 million roubles, 2,000,000
cubic metres of saw timber, 120,000 tons of cotton, and much else.
Deliveries of Soviet natural gas are increasing each year, and by
the year 2000 they will add up to about 200,000 million cubic
metres.

In the same four-year period we have imported from the FRG
plant and machinery alone to a total value of more than 3,500 mil-
lion roubles.

West German equipment and technology are already becoming
a familiar part of a number of our major national economic con-
struction projects and industrial undertakings. Well, these orders,
and the raw materials and fuel from the Soviet Union, help your
plants and factories to work to greater capacity, which, as I under-
stand it, is quite important in conditions of large-scale unemploy-
ment.

And take cultural exchange. It undoubtedly plays a no small role
in the creation of an atmosphere of greater understanding between
peoples, between ordinary people taken as a whole. In this arca,
too, significant progress may be noted.

A few days ago I asked for details of our cultural exchanges.
And what do you think? Just the mere enumeration of the meas-
ures carried out on a reciprocal basis over the four years fills five
closely-typed pages. On them are listed exchanges both of fine aris
exhibitions and of performances by numerous ensembles and col-
lectives, the staging of plays and shows with the participation of
well-known directors and artists, concert tours by leading singers
and musicians, and various meetings of people working in the cre-
ative intellectual field.

If we consider international aspects, then the changes for the
better are probably even greater. The improvement in the FRG’s
relations with its immediate or close neighbours—the GDR, Czecho-
slovakia, Poland and other European socialist states—is undoubtedly
to the benefit of all sides, There must certainly be many in the Fed-
eral Republic who have come to be aware of this. Convincing tes-
timony as to the successful development of these relations is afford-
ed too, in particular, by the results of the recent visits to the FRG
of Edward Gierek and Gustav Husak.

The entry of the FRG and GDR into the United Nations Organ-
isation is an important element in the normalisation of the general
world situation.
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Finally, the fundamental turn in the relations between our tw:
countries, together, I should say, with the exp of Soviet-French
cooperation, served as the starting-point for ovement toward
such a notable landmark in the history of international relations as
the All-European conference in Helsinki, p ted in also by the
USA and Canada,

It is to be hoped that our present talks and meetings will make
a noticeable impression on the work of improving and broadening
relations between the USSR and the FRG, and h Ip to ensure a more
healthy European and world climate. At any rate, this is our aim.
And I should like to add that the success of our joint work in this
direction will carry all the more weight and be all the more secure,
the more the populations of our countries are imbued with the un-
derstanding that the fundamental interests of the Soviet Union and
the FRG are inseparably connected with the ensurance of peace,
with the understanding that the citizens of our countries must never
again look at each other through the apertures of gun-sights, and
that the only future for Europe is the road of peaceful cooperation.
Should we succeed in bringing about such a fundamental change in
the consciousness of people, then nothing and nobody will be able
to push us off this road.

Truthful and well-intentioned information about each other is im-
portant, therefore. It is important to educate people, above all the
youth, in a spirit of respect for other peoples, for them to be freed
from the ideas and notions which act like a lead weight, dragging
backwards into the past. This is where an immense responsibility
lies on the mass media, and on the schools and universities.

Of course, ideological differences, the counterposing of world out-
looks will continue. But we are opposed to making ideology a ser-
vant of military staffs, and to turning the ideological struggle into
psychological warfare. Peaceful, honest competition of ideas and of
social practice—this is what we stand for. People should not settle
their relations, including ideological questions, on the field of battle.
Neither for you nor for us is there any need for a competition as
to which of us can be_portrayed the blacker. Once we orient our-
selves on cooperation and trust, then it would be good to try our
best to act accordingly.

In concluding this address I want to express my sincere thanks
to Mr. Federal President and Mr. Federal Chancellor for the atten-
tion and hospitality with which we have been greeted in the Federal
Republic. Already now it is possible to say that the visit is proving
useful, substantive and necessary.

For our part, I should like to extend to you, Mr, Federal Pres-
ident, and to you, Mr. Federal Chancellor, an invitation to pay an
official visit to our country. We shall be glad to receive you, and
to continue our contacts with you in the interests of a further deep
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SPEECH ON THE TELEVISION OF THE FRG

May 6, 1978

Good evening, dear televiewers,

It is with great pleasure that I have accepted the offer to have
a talk with you today. My second visit to your country is drawing
to an end. We are fully satisfied with its results. Qur talks with
President Walter Scheel, Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, Vice-Chancel-
lor Genscher, and meetings with Willy Brandt, Chairman of the So-
cial Democratic Party of Germany, other state and political figures
of the FRG, were highly necessary and useful.

In going to Bonn this time we regarded it as our task, on the
basis of the Moscow Treaty of 1970, to determine jointly with the
leaders of the FRG for years to come the main directions of further
cooperation between our two countries in bilateral matters, as well
as to map out ways for cooperation in strengthening peace and in-
ternational detente. To my mind, much has been achieved in this
direction during our visit. There is ground to hope that its results
will impart greater stability and greater scope to the relations be-
tween the Federal Republic of Germany and the Soviet Union.

At present, we are at a very responsible stage in the develop-
ment of world events. The Soviet Union and the FRG are capable
of doing much to remove the difficulties which the process of de-
tente has encountered in its development. It depends on our coun-
tries in many respects whether or not the positive processes that
began in international relations in the early seventies shall be
strengthened and deepened.

It is no secret that today these processes have somewhat slowed
down. I shall not refer to all the causes, there are a good many.
But the main one is that the monstrous arms race has not been
curbed so far. This is a very alarming fact. For such a race cannot
go on endlessly. It inexorably undermines the edifice of political de-
tente. If not stopped, the arms race may put in jeopardy the very
future of mankind. ; y

Our country, the Soviet Union, therefore regards as its major
goal in international affairs the prevention of mankind from sliding
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towards war, the safeguarding and consolidation of a universal, just
and lasting peace. This is our unshakeable course. It does not de-
pend on any transient factors. It has been confirmed in the Consti-
tution of the Soviet Union. We undeviatingly translate this course
into life by every possible means. The efforts of Soviet diplomacy
are subordinated to it. It is supported by every level of public opin-
ion in our country. All our plans are drawn up on the basis of a
peaceful future.

More and more people, including citizens of the FRG, visit the
Soviet Union every year. And everyone who, without prejudice, be-
comes acquainted with our life is sure to confirm that the whole
atmosphere in our country reflects the people’s complete dedication
to peace, their desire to live in friendship with all the peoples.

When we say that we, the Soviet people, need peace, we express
our heartfelt desire. I do a good deal of travelling around the coun-
try. Recently, for example, I again visited Siberia and the Far East:
1 covered thousands and thousands of kilometres and met many
people. And no matter what we discussed international problems
were invariably brought up. And, in the end, the crucial question
always was: will it be possible to safeguard and strengthen peace?

In our country, the Soviet Union, there are no classes, social
strata or professional groups that would be interested in war or in
preparations for it, that would expect to profit out of it. We have, of
course, military factories and an army-but neither the directors of
the factories, the commanders of the army, nor the workers and
soldicrs associate their wellbeing with war, with military contracts.
We would like very much-to the tremendous bencfit of our whole
society—to switch the military factories over to the production of
peaceful commodities, to peaceful constructive purposes.

Our country is quite often compared to a huge construction site.
And this is a fact, not just an expressive description. We are doing
a great deal of building and not simply building but, one can say,
transforming the face of our country.

You have probably heard, for example, about the Baikal-Amur
Railway. This is a railway more than 3,000 kilometres long. It is
being laid on permanently frozen ground across the untrodden pri-
meval taiga and through mountains. This project will not only con-
siderably shorten the way to the Pacific Ocean, but also help to de-
velop a territory equalling that of several large states. And the whole
thing has to be done practically from scratch.

Or take the development of the Tyumen oil deposits in Western
Siberia. We started this immense undertaking less than 15 years
ago. And today one out of every two tons of Soviet oil is produced
there. There, on the Ob River, we are busy developing a region
covering an area of approximately a million square kilometres.

Or, finally, the projects designed to genuinely revive our Rus-
sian Non-Black-Earth region. They are to transform our ancient Rus-
sian heartland. Just imagine: We have decided to practically create
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a equalling approx-

anew a highly-productive agriculture on an : :
drainage and 1rri-

imately that of France. All worlk, including
galion of vast areas, will end, in the main, y by 1990. But al-
ready by 1980 those lands should yield one-sixth of the entire agri-
cultural produce of the Soviet Union.

Our undertakings and plans are calculated for decades ahead.
We are elaborating not one or fwo, but tens of projects, the scope
of each of which surpasses the plans of some states, And each of

£ seing of millions of

them has as its final aim the raising of t
people, of our entire nation.

In the social sphere too, we handle increasingly large-scale and
labour-consuming tasks. I shall give this example: we have affirmed
the right to housing for the first time in our new Constitution. Such
a right cannot be merely declared. Tremendous efforts are being
made to guarantee it. Every year eleven million people in our coun-
try move to new apartments. Rent rates in state-built houses are
extremely low in our country. They were fixed fifty years ago, and
have not been raised since. All this means that the society and the
state assume an increasingly larger share of expenditure for hous-
ing. Or take another example. We have ‘a free and, probably, the
world’s most extensive, medical service, that is provided to the
entire population. One-third of all physicians working in the world
arc Soviet physicians, But in order to guarantce as effectively as
possible our citizens’ constitutional right to health care, further big
capital investments, social measures and scientific research are nec-
essary. There is a multitude of such examples.

All these are not very easy tasks. We have a lot of complex
problems and a lot of shortcomings, but we are resolving these
problems with the help of the increasing activity and initiative of
millions of citizens. And we shall definitely solve them, provided a
new world war is prevented, and a lasting peace is ensured on the
reliable basis of peaceful coexistence. In the light of this it is not
difficult to realise that the peaceful characier oI our policy is not a
pose, which we put on for effect, but the very essence of our life.
This guarantees the steadfastness and stability of the USSR’s inter-
national policy the aims of which, I think, are clear, understandable
and of concern to everyone: peace, disarmament and the security of
the peoples.

Tt is to these goals that the important concrete proposals, which
the Soviet Union advances in the international arena, are subordi-
nated. We are seeking initially to at least curb the growth of arma-
ments and armed forces of states with a large military potential.
This is the meaning of the initiatives we have advanced lately.

Esteemed citizens of the Federal Republic of Germany!

The beginning of May is a special time fcr our countries, for
our peoples. Every year at this time we mark the ending of the
battles of the Second World War on European soil. Of course, we
observe this in different ways, with feelings that differ to a great
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extent. This is understandable. But besides this difference in feel-
ings there exists also something that is common-it is, in my view
much more substantial and much more important in our time. In
the‘past war our people sustained tremendous, irretrievable losses
And although nowadays new generations have grown up and
although today possibly every second inhabitant of the USSR :t_r_ld
t‘he FRG‘ knows about war only from books-the past Compcls~ us to
draw a lesson from recent history, to strengthen the desire to Eiv;
in pc-_u:e’ana _tc prevent a new tragedy.

I bleheve it is time for responsible politicians of all states without
Fxccptlon to say to one another and to their peoples: there should
?e no war! It is time to say and do everything to wipe it off the
face of the earth. But time is pressing: each lost day, each delay
uad}‘ procrastination may cost mankind, all of us too ciearly ,
9 éhjs t_-}rllought, esteemed televiewers, guided us during the talks
J{.J o;-t;rllcllé_ 1e documents which were adopted here are of great im-

Thus, j:he Joint Declaration which we signed together with Chan-
c’ellor Helmut Schmidt expresses the determination of the sides to
ac‘folop political cooperation between the FRG and the USSR on
a firm and permanent basis. This applies to both bilateral matters
and big international problems such as, first of all, peaceful coexist-
ence, detente and the curbing of the arms race. An agreement ‘was
also signed which envisages the widescale development of economic
contacts for quite a Iong time ahead-up to the end of the current
millennium. A solid material foundation is being laid for ea::efu}
cooperation between our two countries. £ i
) L_'l“hesc are good results. From our point of view, now the task
is for the accords reached to be embodied in real deeds, in real
joint efforts in the international arena. Let us advance, in .-; worthy
manner, the historic cause started by the signing of the Moscoai'
Treaty of 1970. Let us develop and enrich the good traditions of
cooperation in the name of the interests of the peoples of our two
Foun;m_zs, in the name of further strengthening peace and develop-
ing fruitful cooperation in Europe and throughout the world! 3

In copclusion allow me, from the bottom of my heart tolthank
our hospitable hosts—Federal President Walter Scheel Fedéral Chan-
ﬁf{i}i{;)rt ]iI}flmultl Snéhmidt, all those whom we met and with whom we

alks, all of yo : " your we
R hQSpitajiitI;:. people of the FRG, for your warm welcome
Best wishes to you and good night!




SPEECHES IN THE KREMLIN AT A SESSION OF
THE PRESIDIUM OF THE SUPREME SOVIET OF

THE USSR
May 16, 1978

On the Conclusion of the Work of Preparing and
Adopting the New Constitutions of the Union
Republics

Comrades, an event of great historic importance has taken place
in the life of our country: the adoption of new Constitutions of the
Union republics. _ :

These Constitutions are an embodiment of the rich experience
gained in building up the Sovict state, of the further development
of socialist democracy and of the great strength of the inviolable
union of the Soviet people.

The Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet has summed up the
results of the work done in connection with the adoption of the new
Constitutions of the union republics. A report on this will be pre-
sented by Vasili Vasilyevich Kuznetsov. .

Permit me to say a few words about these new Constitutions
of the union republics.

It may be said that the goal set by the Party in submitting the
drafts of these Constitutions to nationwide discussion has been achiev-
ed. The participation of millions of Soviet people in a matter as im-
portant as this has made it possible to define the fundamental laws
more fully and more precisely, to enrich them with the experience
of our peoples and to take account of the specific features of each
individual republic.

In this connection I would like to draw your attention to some
very important circumstances.

First. As in the course of the discussion of the draft Constitution
of the USSR, Soviet people again gave prominence to points con-
cerning the responsibility of every citizen for the work he does and
for his contribution to the commen cause. Soviet people everywhere
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have shown themselves to be very demanding of themselves and of
others; they refuse to condone shortcomings, they take these short-
comings close to heart, they feel keenly for the work in hand, as do
people for whom the future of the country is inseparable from their
own lives. On my tour of Siberia and the Soviet Far East, which
Vasili Vasilyevich has spoken about, I felt this particularly strongly.

In the course of discussion of the draft Constitutions, we received
many proposals and suggestions worthy of attention. It is very
important not to overlook anything here, one must gather, literally
grain by grain, all that is useful and valuable, and in our practical
work make the fullest possible assessment of the wishes expressed
by weorking people. This is the job of the government bodies of
each republic and of local government bodies, as well as, of course,
of our central government.

Second. The discussion was yet another clear manifestation of
the profoundly internationalist nature of our whole society.

The Constitution of the USSR and the Constitutions of the Union
republics have reaffirmed that the friendship of our peoples is a
truly priceless gain of socialism, a powerful motive force of our de-
velopment.

Our Party has always taken due notice of and has treated and
will continue to treat with due respect the specifically national char-
acteristics of our people. At the same time, following Lenin’s be-
hest, it is educating working people to be intolerant of national nar-
row-mindedness and arrogance.

The rapid development of the economy and culture of all of our
republics, of all of our socialist nations, big and small, the very
breath of our life, you might say, prompts every Soviet nation to
draw this simple conclusion: the guarantee of its future lies in the
fraternal cooperation of all Soviet citizens, the mutual enrichment of
their national cultures, the successful solution of problems that con-
cern the Soviet state as a whole, and all the peoples living in it.
This is the foundation of the inviolable unity of the Soviet nation
as a new historical community of people.

And, finally, a third point. The close attention given to the de-
velopment of local authorities is typical of the entire procedure of
the elaboration and adoption of the republican Constitutions.

The reason the functions of the local Soviets are defined in such
detail in these Constitutions is because it is primarily through them
that the will of the people is carried out and their interests are
served.

It is in our time that the saying has arisen: “If you are a mem-
ber of a Soviet your concern is the people”. It is necessary that all
the constitutional provisions concerning the Soviets, which are truly
responsible for everything that goes on in the country, should be
carried out with particular care. This is the duty of those who work
in the government apparatus, it is the primary concern of Party

bodies.
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Today, as you probably know, comrades, the draft Constitutions
for the Autonomous republics are under discussion. The adoption
of these Constitutions will conclude the great and strenuous task of
giving constitutional expression to social and government activities
under a system of mature socialism, the task of building the foun-
dations of the entire system of legislation of our state which is one
of the entire people.

On the Report of the USSR Council of Ministers
Concerning Fulfilment of the Directives on Drafting
the USSR Plan and Budget for 1978, as Provided

for by Law

I think, comrades, that we are doing the right thing by carefully
examining, in the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, the way
the decisions of the Supreme Soviet and the laws it has adopted
are being implemented, as well as the way in which the recommen-
dations of the standing commissions and proposals, suggestions and
critical remarks from deputies are being taken into consideration.

This practice, which is now being established, fully accords with
the requirements of the Constitution and is called for by the neceds
of social development.

As has already been said here, the USSR ministries and depart-
ments and the Councils of Ministers of the Union republics have
informed the standing commissions and the deputies who addressed
the eighth session of the measures which are being taken in con-
nection with the proposals they have submitted.

On Ratification of the Convention on the Prohibition
of Military ot Any Other Hostile Use of
Environmental Modification Techniques

Comrades, in addition to what has been said here, I would like
to say the following.

The convention, which we are ratifying today, is another practi-
cal step which will to some extent narrow the field of preparations
for a new war. This was a step initiated by the Soviet Union, which
is consistently carrying out the Peace Programme adopted at the
24th and 25th Congresses of the CPSU. .

At the same time the convention formulates, as it were, in con-
centrated form another very important objective of our age: to pre-
serve our land in all its beauty and variety, to preserve the planet

of mankind so that it may continue to serve people in the future,
too.
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doing its utmost to protect nature, its plant
nd its mineral resources, in accordance with
Lenin's behest. 1 signed more than a hundred documents on
nature conservation that were adopted in the early years of Soviet
power. This line of our policy was reaffirmed at the 25th Congress
of our Party. And we shall continue to adhere to it in the future.

But we are not alone on this planet, therefore protection of the
natural environment calls for the efforts of all the people living on
it. A wound inflicted upon the natural environment in one continent
cannot but affect other continents, especially if the wound was de-
liberately inflicted, with malice and to the detriment of people. Re-
grettably, the possibilities of doing this are increasing with the ad-
vance of science.

This convention concerns all countries. It reaffirms the right of
every nation to live on our planet without fear and it strengthens
the hope that not only we ourselves, but also our grandchildren and
our great grandchildren, will be able to enjoy the benecfits of na-
ture, which is the very basis of life for every human being.

As we endorse this convention, we call on all states to join it
too. The <onservation of nature is everybody’s concern; it requires
the efforts u: all mankind.

Comrades, the opening of the special session of the UN General
Assembly on disarmament is only a few days away. The Soviet
Union will submit a far-reaching programme at this session. It aims
at a complete cessation of the arms drive, both quantitatively and
qualitatively, and at achieving a breakthrough in disarmament, the
most important of all international problems.

Approval of this cenvention by all states at this particular time
is an important step in this same direction, however limited in
scope. By putting this convention into effect its signatories are, as
it were, saying that it is unwise to bring matters to the point that
states will again be stocking their arsenals with new and dangerous
means of warfare and destruction. The harm this would do would be
huge and well-nigh irreparable.

Therefore permit me to conclude with a reminder that all the
other urgent problems involved in curbing the arms drive must also
be solved as soon as possible,

The Soviet Unic
and animal wo

On the Measures Taken by the Newspaper
“Izvestia” and the Journal “Sovety Narodnykh
Deputatov’’ (Councils of People’'s Deputies) to
Improve the Work of Summing Up and Spreading
the Experience of the Activities of the Soviets and
Their Deputies

Comrades, Izwestia and the journal Sovety are unquestionably
doing a great deal of uscful work. I already spoke of this when, two
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months ago, Izvestia was awarded the Order of the October Revo-
lution. The Sovety Narodnykh Deputatov, which, incidentally, was
also awarded a government order recently, is an Izvestia publica-
tion, so that its staff can consider that what was said about the news-
paper Izvestia also applies to themselves.

We Communists always regard a government award as a kind of
promissory note to be repaid with new achievements. Therefore it
would be quite in order today to scrutinise the work both of the
newspaper and the journal more rigorously and more critically.

It goes without saying that every publication has its main theme
which gives it its personality, as it were. For Izvestia and Sovety
this theme is the activities of the government bodies of Soviet power
in all their variety, as well as the work of the Deputies elected to
these bodies by the people.

Lenin said that the Soviet system is a system which is open to
all, that the Soviet Government does its work in full view of the
masses. This means that our bodies of authority operate on the prin-
ciple of publicity; they regularly inform the population of the deci-
sions taken and of how these decisions have been implemented. This
also means that in all their activities the Soviets rely on millions
of activists and are helped by broad masses of the working people.

To maintain this vital link between the Soviets and the public
is one of the principal functions of the press publications which we
are discussing today.

The most important Party decisions in the past few years and
the new Constitution of the USSR open up great new avenues for
the Soviets, The work of the Soviets affects practically all aspects
of the life of our people—the economy and culture, day-to-day living
and trade, education, health, public order, and, of course, our so-
cially useful labour. That is why a newspaper must bring all these
questions into ever sharper focus. It is not just a matter of raising
these questions, but of doing it in as popular a form as possible,
so that it may find its way into the hearts of millions of readers. The
newspaper then will be awaited with real impatience in every home,
by every family. The same can be said about the journal.

It is also important that readers should see that all that is right,
all that is socially useful-be it a new popular initiative, or some-
one's critical remark—is supported by the newspaper. Then they will
regard the paper as truly theirs.

That is why the cffectiveness of a publication is considered so
urgent today. Otherwise a newspaper cannot be a truly living and
authoritative, a truly mass publication.

And finally, it must be said that today Izvestia remains a power
ful vehicle for the peaceful Leninist foreign policy of our Party and

the Soviet state, and for the ideas of proletarian and socialist inter-
ationalism. But this vehicle will become still more effective if it

=
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ttractive and easier to understand.

I believe that our discussion today and the decisions we shall
adopt will help both the newspaper and the journal in their future
work.

m
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.eacts to events more promptly and writes in a way that is more
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SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE DINNER
GIVEN IN HONOUR OF THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES JOSE LOPEZ
PORTILLO

May 17, 1978

Esteemed Mr, President,

Esteemed Mexican guests,

Comrades,

It gives me great pleasure to extend my heartfelt jteelen to
you, Mr. President, to your wife and to all the state and political
leaders of the United Mexican States who arrived with you.

Qur meeting is still further proof of the growing ties between
the Soviet Union and Mexico. Geographically our countries are far
apart, in different hemispheres, But distance is no obstacle to cooper-
ation when there is a sincere desr'ﬂ for friendship.

What is the Soviet people’s idea of Mexico based on? First

of all, the courageous struggle of the Mexican people for freedom
and independence. The ardent patriotism and glorious traditions of
Lhe liberation, anti-imperialist struggle of Mexicans have long evok-
ed sympathy and respect in the Soviet Union.

The history of Soviet-Mexican relations goes back over half a
century. It has numerous vivid and glorious pages. Friendship be-
tween our countries has withstood the test of time.

Mutually advantageous equal cooperation based on principles
of peaceful coexistence has been established between the USSR and
Mexico in many fields.

The tone of our relations is, undoubtedly, set by the successful
development of diverse political contacts. Adherence to the cause
of struggle for peace and international security, solidarity with the
peoples upholding their freedom and independence provide a re-
liable foundation for them. We are easily finding a common lan-
guage on many issues of international politics and we speak up on
the most topical problems of our time from common or close posi-
tions. Regular consultations, exchanges of parliamentary delegations
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and, of course, summit meetings—all help to sttcrlgthcn mutual un-
derstanding and mutual trust and to map out the important stages
of further cooperation.

As to trade and economic ties, here, too, we have good picspe(“,

The volume of tra
are exchanging are needed by the economies of our countries. Bc-
sides, we have a substantial legal basis of treaties. The thing is to
make the most rational use of existing opportunities.

It is no secret that the Soviet people respond with understand-
ing to the Mexican people’s efforts to develop their national econo
my, protect their natural wealth from exploitation by foreign LapLLa_l.
We hold that these efforts are in the common channel of the strug-
gle by Latin American and all developing countries against the sway
of foreign monopolies, for restructuring international economic re-
lations on a democratic, just basis.

The Soviet people have always shown much interest in the age-
old, distinctive culture of Mexico. Qur cultural and scientific ties
began to develop in the 1920s. Such prominent personalities of So-
viet science and culture as Academician Vavilov, the poet Mayakov-
sky and the film director Eisenstein visited Mexico in their time
and it made a vivid, indelible impression on them. In their turn,
many Mecxican cultural figures visited our country. Among them
the outstanding sons of the Mexican people, the world famous paint-
ers Diego Rivera and David Siqueiros.

It is gratifying to note that our J‘L'-Ll.l'imu; are not m
but are developing dynamically. They have become especially i
sive in the 197 kc. More inter-state and other agrecments have be

concluded between the USSR and Mexico in the 1 last two-three ye
alone than throughout the cntire post-war period.

Mr. President,

A lasting peace, the ~CLunt\ of nations and the dev
peaceful and equal cooperatior among them-this is wha
centre of the Soviet Union’s foreign policy.

The Soviet state places the ending of the arms race and disar-

r

mament at the summit of the struggle for peace. Our country is not
alone in the struggle for peace and disarmament. Side by side with
us are the countries of the socialist community and many other
states, all forces against war, all people of good will

Thr.-ouqh the combined effort of all peace-loving states—and here
we pay tribute to Mexico’s contribution—it proved possible to con-
clude a number of international and bilateral agreements which limit
to a specific degree the production and deployment of individual
types of armaments. On the whole the past decade has brought
about quite a few :Jo:.itivc:, I might say healthy, changes in inter-
national relations. They are expressed in the general phrase-relaxa-
tion of numrmloz‘_a. tension.

At the same time it must be said outright that there
and influential forces at that, who are well known, an

ade today is not yet great, but the goods that w
<1

‘king time
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ago based their policies on a heightening of internaticnal tension and
linked their interests with the arms race.

This is the main reason for the fact
preparations is increasin g and, consequently,
is high time to embark finally on real step

o

and lay a beginning for disarmament.
It is with these aims in view that we have recently come out
with a concrete programme of practical steps directed at putting a

complete end to the further qL"L'zLitat";‘,’e and gqualitative
the armaments and armed forces of states possessing a 15
tary capacity. We want the production of all types of nucle
ons to be stopped; we want the production of all other
weapons of mass annihilation to be stopped and these
banned; we want no more new types of conventional arms
destructive force to be created; we want the permanent Security
Council members and countries bound to them by military agree-
ments not to further expand their armies and net to increase con-
ventional armaments,

That is what we propose to try and reach agrcement on in the
near future. We think that this programme accords with the in

ests and aspirations of all peo“le: and should have the support
all peace- Towng governments including, as we hope, also the Mex-

ican government.

It is absolutely clear that the cause of disarma
only on the Soviet Union. Were our will alone s
would ha ave an been free from t of ti
t] blem of disarmament can be : 7 by

at H"' u"lﬂcam

I would like to mention here also another important constru

Lve
step that the Soviet Union is undertaking in accordance its
princi plod policy aimed at lessening the threat of nuclear war. Ow

country has decided to sign Additional Protocol Two to the Treaty
for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America.

In committing ourselves to respect the nuclear-free zone status
in the Latin American continent, we are proceeding from the pre-
mise that other nuclear powers, too, will be strictly observing this
status, that the participants in the Treaty will ensure a truly nu-
clear-free regime in the zone covered by the Treaty. On the whole
we expect that this step of ours will help strengthen and develop
friendly relations with Latin American countries,

In c 1sion, Mr. President, may I =xpress confidence that your
exchange of ini wide range of 3

a new impetus to and expansi

viet-Mexican relations. The talks that began today have confirme
that our countries possess a mutual desire to develop cooperation

d

in every way, to make it still broader and more dynamic in scope.
May I propose a toast to the health of the President of Mexic

Jose L:,‘fw Portillo, Gnc’ his wife!
.e”lth f our Mexican q.m-tsf
reen the peoples of the Soviet




SPEECH AT A FORMAL MEETING IN PRAGUE
ON THE ARRIVAL OF THE SOVIET PARTY AND
GOVERNMENT DELEGATION

May 31, 1978

Dear Comrade Husak,

Dear comrades, members of the Ceniral Committee of the Com
munist Party of Czechoslovakia and the Central Committee of the
National Front, the Federal Assembly and the Government of the
CzSSR, representatives of the working people of the of
Prague!

I wish, first of all, to cxpress my sincere gratitude for the kind
words which have been spoken here about our Party and our coun-
try. Our delegation extends to all those assembled in this hall and
to all the fraternal Czechoslovak people the warmest greetings from
the Leninist Communist Party and its Central Committee, from the
USSR Supreme Soviet and the Soviet Government, and from the
many millions of our people.

When we visit friends we refresh our spirit. There is, of course,
lots of work to do, but no matter how heavy a lecad there may be,
it is easy working with one’s comrades and fellow-thinkers, and
one feels very well.

Dear friends, in preparing my speech for you, I was bound to
recall two momentous dates which are to be celebrated later this
year. Just about sixty years have passed since the foundation of the
Czechoslovak Republic, For half of this period your country has
lived under the star of socialism, Does this not offer an occasion
for some reflections on the destinies of your country, on its past,
present and future?

When a sweeping uprising of the proletariat and peasants
brought the people’s genuine representatives into Prague Castle three
decades ago, the Communists had to face some exceptionally difficult
asks. They had to overcome the aftermath of the war and the fas-
cist occupation, restructure their society along new, socialist lines,
secure an upsurge of their eccnomy and culture, and improve the
living conditions of the working people in every way. That gigan-
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tic constructive effort had to be undertaken in the midst of a bitter
fight against their class enemies, who went on exerting an influence
for a long time afterwards. Then in 1968 the enemies of socialism
launched yet another, broadly conceived attack on the revolution-
ary gains of the working class.

Today, looking back on the past, our Czechoslovak comrades can
ction that they have come through their difficult

say with satisfa
trials with flying colours.

The Czechoslovakia of today is a country with a strong and sys-
tematically advancing economy; it is a country with an advanced
science and culture; it has high living standards, it offers the wid-
est possible opportunities for individual development and for the
active involvement of millions of its citizens in the administration
of government and social affairs, Underlying all this there are the
Communist Party’'s endeavours to transform and guide your coun-
try, the great and painstaking efforts of the working class, your
peasantry, and the intellectuals your people have produced.

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, a respected member of the
fraternal family of socialist states, is playing a great part in inter-
national affairs and is actively and effectively participating in the
solution of topical international problems and in the consolidation
of European and world peace.

We are sincercly glad to be able to congratulate you, dear com-
rades, on all these achievements. They offer the most conclusive
evidence of the correctness of the line pursued by the glorious and
militant Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and its Ceniral Com-
mittee, led by Comrade Gustav Husak, an eminent son of the Czech-
oslovak people and a distinguished leader of the socialist commu-
nity and the communist movement!

The gains now in evidence are, at the same time, a bridgehead
for turther ac e. We know that the Communists and the work-
ing people of the CzSSR are enthusiastically working to carry out
the big economic and social programme outlined by the 15th Con-
gress of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, the programme
for building an advanced socialist society in your country. We wish
you full success in this work and in making your socialist homeland
still finer,

A steady onward movement on the way to higher summits is, one
may say, a law of socialism. This is, of course, not an easy upgrade
to climb, and it calls for the whole of the community and every one
of its conscientious members to throw every ounce of their energies
and abilities into it. What is no less important—-and this is something
I should like to dwell on in particular—is to work constantly to-
wards deepening and developing the cooperation of the fraternal
socialist countries.

We need not go far afield for examples to prove this to be a
useful thing. Look at the economic, scientific and technological
links between the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia. There is an
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uninterrupted flow of millions upon millions of tons of goods ¢
sing our common frontier both ways. We have more j
construction projects getting under way in both countries. A close-
knit collective effort of our scientists, engineers and workers is pro
ducing up-to-date machinery and advanced technologies. Intellectual
exchanges between our peoples, making all of us far richer, have
become more fruitful and diversified than ever before

One may say that all aspects of our cooperation—industrial
scientific, technological and political-have been brought into focus
by the recent space flight of the first ever international socialist crew
with the participation of Czechoslovakia's pioneer spaceman Vla-
dimir Remek. So, you and we now have four more common heroes-
Soviet and Czechoslovak.

More launchings of international space crews of socialist coun-
trics are ahead. In short, one can say that our community, having
firmly established itself on Earth, is beginning to cooperate effective-
ly in exploring outer space.

So, comrades, there is literally no major avenue in social life
where the cooperation of the sister nations of socialism does not
make a favourable impact.

There has been a peaceful sky over Europe for more than threc
decades. This is very important. This is the longest peace, it seems
to me, history has ever given to the peoples of our continent. And
the peoples must clearly realise that this has been largely, and even
decisively, due to the fact that half of Europe lives under socialism
today. Peace in Eurcpe is, in many ways, a product of our com-
mon effort and the concerted foreign policy of the Warsaw Treaty
intries.

Marxist-Leninist ideology is in the vanguard of world social
thinking today. It has passions running high around it and various
social movements drawing towards it. And this, too, is, in tremen-
dous degree, an upshot of the joint creative activities of our parties
and of the influence of their wealth of practical experience in build-
ing a new type of world.

Great authority has been won by socialist culture, profoundly
humanistic in spirit, and indissolubly linked with the best of na-
tional traditions, and, at the same time, innovatory and international-
ist, reflecting as it does the creative genius of many nations and
ethnic groups,

In the last decades alone, the countries united in the Council
for Mutual Economic Assistance have doubled their industrial po-
tential. Our multilateral cooperation has played a great role in this,
along with national efforts.

We are in the habit of soberly appraising the state of things and
we never close our eyes to outstanding problems. In a number of
aspects, our countries are not yet in a position to establish standards
of reference, so to speak. This applies, notably, to some areas of
electronics, engineering and chemical industries. Can we move up
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in front in these fields, too? Of course we can. And we can do this
sooner, if we improve the international socialist division of Ila-
bour and develop even closer economic cooperation.

Fac

effective as possible, and to take into account not only the needs

The main thing, in our judgement, is to make our contacts a

Yt ]

ent, but longer-term requirements as well, We h?fvc ex-
d views on these major issues at the current talks wi the
oslovak leaders. It is a pleasure to note that we see eye to eye
on this subject as well.
Comrades, i
Some of my dearest recollections have always been and will
sciated with Czechoslovakia and Prague. It is here that we
caw the welcome peace set in after four years of immeasurably
hard fighting. Tt is here that we vowed to prevent any further trag-
edy of war from happening. We have every right to say that the
Communists stand by this oath. .
ch has been done in recent years to improve the international
ion, particularly in Europe, The residents in the same house
of Europe, so to speak, now do not only greet each other, but speak
to each other in peaceful terms, and have learned to cooperate quite
well in many matters. This was clearly in evidence during my re-
cent visit to the Federal Republic of Germany, We have, in our opin-
ion. worked out an extensive programme for raising the level and
v of our mutual relations. This programme, meet -al-
he interests of both countries, is no less concerncd
idating detente on the European continent. _
A durable peace in Europe is, beyond all doubt, one of the major

iH ¥ 13 MY —
nditions c

for preventing another world war. The Helsinki con
years ago created all opportunities for the de-
relations on the European continent. A solid po-
3 it would seem, has thus been laid for det:
some poll 1 rters have since come to the fore in an 2
attempt to wreck the process of detente, both in Eurcpe and else-
where, and to return to a “‘chilly”” war, if not a “cold” one.

The same attempt is, of course, behind such acts as the sav
intervention by NATO countries in Zaire, a cynical operation wrk
the men behind it have been trying to cover up by launching
noisy propaganda campaign about an alleged “Soviet” or “Cuban
invclvement in the affair.

Ancther fact is that many important initiatives of socialist coun-
tries, undoubtedly meeting the interests of the European peoples
and, indeed, those outside of Europe, have not received the atten-
tion they deserve, although everybody would quite obviously stand
to gain from them.

There is no guestion that the ground for peaceful cooperation o
states has been badly damaged because of the continuing arms race.
To put an end to it and take practical steps towards disarmament—
this is the great task today not only for governments and not only

R
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or those wielding power. It is a task for all pelitical parties and
ical i

political trends, for trade unions and other social organisations, and
for the mass media. Nobody has the right to stand aloof from it.

ne cannot expect that the present course of events will be re-
versed, that is, from the arms build-up to disarmament, without
vigorous efforts on the part of the international community and of
the broadest possible spectrum of political forces.

It is our fervent wish to bury the ax of war so deep under the
ground that no sinister forces could ever dig it out again. This is
e purpose behind our proposals for merging political detente with
military detente and for conducting all-encompassing negotiations on
disarmament, including nuclear disarmament,

We approach the talks on curbing the arms race in all serious-
ness and in good faith. We are against fruitless verbal exchanges
and against such talks coming to resemble that “disarmament con-
ference”, if one may say so, which was held up to ridicule by Ja-
roslav Hasek. You may recall that his heroes, stupified after endless
night-long sessions and banquets, began to urge everybody to arm
himself, as if out of good intentions,

A special disarmament session of the UN General Assembly has
been mecting in New York for the past few days. Its participants
are discussing the disarmament problem in its entirety for the first
time in UN history.

The Soviet Union and the frate
forth at the ses 1
thoroughly consi
efforts and tical results.

Our position on disarmament issues is, to put it oriefly, as fol-
lows. There is no type of arms which the USSR would not be pre-
par it and ban on a reciprocal basis agreed upon with other
states. The important thing is that all this should be done without

mage to anybody’s security and on terms of complete reciproci-
Of states in possession of the armaments in question. It is im-
portant that the desire to stop the arms race should be sincere, and
not ostentatious.

Unfortunately, the position of our major pariners in the nego-
tiations is full of contradictions. Here is a good case in point,

A top-level NATO Council session is now under way in Wash-
ington, Some of its participants had stopped over in New York, on
their way to or from the NATO meeting, to utter some high-sound-
ing words about disarmament at the special UN session. Meanwhile
at the NATO Council session, the participants, in the same breath,
as it were, are discussing further plans for military preparations
for many years ahead. So, where are the Western powers talking
business and where are they bandying words?

It is high time to realise that the arms race can do no one any
good. It must be stopped, and an honest effort must be made to
achieve disarmament.

O

nal socialist countries have sect
initiatives which have been

esigned to lead to constructive
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- x ctart-
The socialist countries have done much work to get things ‘ma"lt

ed on the way to disarmament. And however great thﬂe :LsLaI‘,c
be 3 ] 3 orters he policy
may be, we shall move on, together with all supporters of the PO 1L,]\
o.f peace and good-neighbourly relations, in search of a dependable
and complete solution to this urgent problem. 4 4 20k
i comrades, close by wishing you once more, from the
heart, the best of success in all of your endeavours,

: family.

bottom of
and happi ' to ev Lt il I
May our common asset—the fraternal Iriendship of tne :

ion and Czechoslovakia—go from strer

2 dAansrale
ness and prosperity to every Czechoslovak

of the Soviet
strength!

Long live peace!

Long live communism !

it




SPEECH IN PRAGUE CASTLE MARKING THE
AWARD OF THE ORDER OF THE OCTOBER
REVOLUTION TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY
F THE CPC CENTRAL COMMITTEE,
PRESIDENT OF THE CSSR, G. HUSAK

O
4
o0

May 31, 16

Esteemed comu

The visit of our Party and government delegation also has asso

d with it the pleasant mission for me of awarding the O;Je
C tober Revolution tc the General Sef-c’rarv of t
ak Socialist B Co
ard is being conferred 1.p:m him
| contribution to *“:. i
friendship and cooperation between the p
CSSR ¢ 1d to the cause of strengthening r‘“ .
in connection with his having attained the age of

I have only just spoken, in the Spanish Hal l, about the nota
successes of socialist Czechoslovakia, successes in which, Logcihe;:
with you, dear comrades, pride is taken by the Soviet people-your
friends and brothers-in-arms. These successes constitute the most
convincing evidence that tl*e CPC is travelling on the right :'o_.';,
that the workers have faith in the Party and support its plans an
um’!:?lunqq And in this no small part is played by the pcmmwl
service of Comrade Husak, the acknowledged and authoritative lead-
er of the Czechoslovak Communists.

The road travelled in life by Comrade Husak is well known to
"lI Cf us. The very highest acknowledgement is due to him for the
active part he played in the heroic Slovak national uprising, for his
ribution to the victory of the proletarian revolution and affir-
of the m"ialist system in Czechoslovakia, and for the out-
standing role he has played in the leadership of t‘*e Party and coun-
try for a period of ten years now.
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We have deep respect and affection for Comrade Husak, wh
a man of high principle and political courage, who is dedicate
the ideals of Maﬂ;‘sm Leninism, and who shows constant awarene
of the spirit of commun ist comradeship. .

In conferring upon you, dear Comrade Husak-who already he
two O.k.e-a of Lenin—the O rder of the October Revolution, I want

to wish you, with all my heart, good health and many, many more
}‘"‘I“J O- 51

'*mtf 11 work to’ the benefit of socialist Cz echoslova-
kia and the cause of socialism and peace.




SPEECH IN PRAGUE MARKING THE AWARD
OF THE ORDER OF LENIN TO MEMBER OF
THE PRESIDIUM OF THE CPC CC, SECRETARY
OF THE CPC CC, V. BILYAK

May 31, 1978

Esteemed comrades!
I have one more pleasant duty to fulfil-toc award the Order of
Lenin to Presidium member and Secretary of the CPC CC, Comrade

Vasil Bi

Comrade Bilyak, you have had this award conferred upon vou
in recognition of your life and work as a fighter for communism.
All of us know you as a prominent Party and public figure, and
loyal comrade-in-arms of Comrade Husak, and we highly value your
qualities of great sincerity, communist conviction, and high prin-

1

ciple.

I would like to draw attention, in parh to the very consid-
erable work you have put into giving to the course of the
CPC Central Committee aimed at promoting the cooperation of

our two fraternal parties, and at deepening Soviet-Czechoslovak
friendship.

And there is something else that I think should be said. Your
activity has always served and continues to serve as an example of
one who has a deep and clear understanding of the international
duty of Communists, of the importance of their solidarity in the
struggle to achieve common aims. §

[n awarding the Order of Lenin to you, our dear friend, T wish
you with all my heart good health and new successes in your re-
sponsible work, '

SPEECH IN BRATISLAVA AT THE DINNER IN
HONOUR OF THE SOVIET PARTY AND
GOVERNMENT DELEGATION

June 1, 1978

Dear comrades and friends,
I thank you with all my heart on behalf of our delegation and
n my own behalf for the unforgettable hours we have spent in
this fine city on the Danube. Thank you for the warm hospitality
and comradely consideration of the Slovak Party and state leaders
and for the bright smiles and checrs of the citizens of Bratislava.
The very name of your city is music to the Russian ear, and,
indeed, to any Slav for that matter: it means “brother” and “glo
ry’”’ combined as a single whole. It is a remarkable and, T would say,

ubilen |

very proper name for your city!
great many things in my life have been associated with the
kig, inimitable in its beauty and so close to us,

bitter fight against fascism and to the variou

ally. My recollections take me back to the
ars 0 ri
of the growing and ever deeper friendship between our two

ical destinies of Slovakia over the past half a century
been a kind of object lesson for the peoples, which nobody
should ignore. Can one forget, indeed, that one of the purposes be-
hind the sinister order which German fascism was out to install in
the so-called “new Europe” it held in captivity, was to do away with
the Czechoslovak Republic and break the state and national unity
of the Czechs and Slovaks? This unity did not suit those who as-
pired to dominate the peoples of Europe for a “thousand years to
come’’.

Yet the hour of liberation from fascist enslavement did strike.
Hitler's aggressors were put to rout by the Soviet Armed Forces
whose actions merged with the liberation struggle of the captive na-
tions. The heroic Slovak uprising went down in the history of those
days as an unforgettable chapter.
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H;wmg liberated themselves from the invaders, the Czechs and

Slovaks had their own weighty say about their subsequent destinies.
state unity of Czechoslovakia was restored. And not only was
-estored, it acquired a new aﬂd indesiructible foundation in the
pe of the Leninist national policy which the Communist Party
Cze Jmsm.am_ has been Lcllowmg in the context of socialism.
The e\pcuum of Czechoslov "‘I‘da, as that of the Soviet Union,
onvincingly shows that only soci :.'mm and only the policy of the
munists ensure the genuine mutual respect and brotherly cooper-
n of nationalities, their genuine cqudl rights and actual equali-
ty. One of the striking examples of this is the rapid developm
Slovakia, the flourishing of its industry and agriculture, endb-.n :
elimination oi’ former backwardness-the legacy of the ca
past. The achievements of present-day Slovakia are the pro

socialism, one of the tangible results of the indissoluble unity
socialist Czechoslovakia. And we, your neighbours, friends and
brothers, sincerely rejoice in these achievements.

I must mention one more thing. Today's Slovakia is the part of
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic across which runs a busy net-
work of ties and contacts between our two countries. There is a
great variety and number of them. Supplementary to these overall
inter-state ties is the immediate neighbourly intercourse that exists
between contiguous regions of the two countries. In a word, we in
all respects are good acquaintances, good neighbours and good
friends. Therefore we were very glad to visit Slovakia. ¥

Allow me, comrades, to propose a toast:

To new successes in the development of the Slovak Socialist

ent ol

To the happiness and prosperity of the fraternal Czechoslovak
:L'\

To the indestructible friendship between Czechoslovakia and the
Soviet Union!

l'o the Communist Party of Czechoslovakial

o the health of Comrades Husak, Bilyak and Lenart, who ate
present here, and each of our generous Bratislava hosts!

SPEECH IN PRAGUE ON THE OCCASION OF
RECEIVING THE HIGHEST CZECHOSLOVAK
AWARD~THE ORDER OF KLEMENT
GOTTWALD

June 2, 1978

Dear Comrade Husak,

Esteemed comrades,

In receiving this high award of the Czechoslovak Socialist Re-
public, I thank you warmly for the honour shown me.

The Order which you have conferred upon me bears the name
of one whom we all hold dear, Klement Gottwald, one of the out-
standing founders of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, the
first president of the Republic with a working-class background. He
made a truly historic contribution to t‘m cause of the triumph of so-
cialism in the land of Czechoslovakia. I am proud to have had the
good fortune to have met this distinguished Communist and to have
talked with him.

We all know what a passionate and staunch champion of Soviet-
Czechoslovak friendship Comrade Gottwald was. He rightly saw in
it an invigorating source of strength and inspiration. He was tire-
less in emphasising that joint work and the closest cooperation in-
creased our possibilities tenfold.

This is demonstrated today with especial clarity, Whether the
matter is one of daily economic affairs, or whether it concerns ma-
jor questions of policy—in all areas we rely on each other for mu-
tual support and fraternal assistance. And it is very important that
the workers of our countries, who number many millions, are today
marching under the banner of Soviet-Czechoslovak friendship, raised
aloft by the Communists.

Recognition of one’s work-and, of course, it represents only a
tiny fraction of the immense work of the Party—-is always a cause
for emotion. All the more so when that recognition is accorded by
comrades-in-arms and friends with whom one is tied by long years
of joint work. Even more acute is the awareness of what great res-
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ponsibility history has laid upon us, Communists, and how neces-
sary, and how rewarding, is our common concern to ensure that Sc-
viet-Czechoslovak cooperation continues to grow and strengthen.

I would like to assure you, dear comrades, that in the Soviet
people, the people of Czechoslovakia will always have a true and re-
liable friend and ally. For my part, I shall continue constantly to
ﬁ‘evotc myself to the cause of friendship with socialist Czechoslova-

ia,

Once more, a big thank you for this high award.

SPEECH AT THE RECEPTION IN PRAGUE IN
HONOUR OF THE SOVIET PARTY AND
GOVERNMENT DELEGATION

June 2, 1978

ar Comrade Husak,

Dear comrades and friends,

Thank you very much for the feelings of genuine friendship and
firm solidarity expressed here by Comrade Husak towards our coun-
try, our Party and our pcople. You well know, comrades, that these
feelings are reciprocal. They lie at the base of the brotherhood unit-
ing our parties, our states and our peoples.

The hour of parting with you and our return home is drawing
nearer. And as always in such cases, one sums up in one’s mind the
past days, the work accomplished and the impressions gathered.

It is this summing-up that I would like now to share with you.

The many hours we have spent in negotiations and comradely
talks during these days with the Party and state leaders of Czechos-
lovakia have confirmed that our thoughts go in one and the same
direction and that we approach all major issues from common po-
sitions.

We had a meaningful and very fruitful exchange of information
and opinions on many important questions concerning our relations
and international politics. We have signed a document which, I can
safely say, will play a big role in the further development of So-
viet-Czechoslovak cooperation. In this same document our two coun-
tries have informed the world of their unanimous assessment of
the international situation.

In a word, we have donc together quite an excellent piece of
work.

And there is one more thing that T want to say: we feel pro-
foundly grateful for the exceptionally cordial welcome accorded us.
hank the leaders of the Communist Party and the Czechoslovak
state, citizens of Prague and Bratislava and all those with whom we

¥

met during our short stay in the CSSR for this.
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) Socialist czechoslovakia is a country worthy not only of respect
eat also of sincere love. A country of great natural beauty. A coun
try whose profound and vivid culture has been created by the cf

forts of talented people over the centuries. And at the same time-—ga
young and dynamic society boldly paving the way to the future T]-\t\-
days we spent this time on Czechoslovak soil have stl‘c:1gt}1.t:|1cll"
afresh these impressions of your remarkable country. We shall tak.:-

away the memories of them with us and convey them to our com

patriots. ' L i
I propose a toast:

To socialist Czechoslovakia and its militant Communist Party|

~ To the ‘fral'emal alliance of our countries, the unbreakable unit\.-'

of our parties and the everlasting friendship of our peoples! '

To the health of the tried and tested leaders of the CPC and the

CSSR, Comrade Gustav Husak, to the health :
: ; Z 5t S th and successes all ou
dear Czechoslovak friends! g

SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE DINNER IN
HONOUR OF KING CARL XVI GUSTAF OF
SWEDEN AND QUEEN SILVIA

June 7, 1978

Your Majesties,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Comrades,

On behalf of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and
the Soviet Government I cordially greet our esteemed Swedish
guests, King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia, all the representa-
tives of friendly Sweden who have arrived together with them.

In welcoming the Swedish head of state, we are glad to express
again the friendly sentiments which the Soviet people and the So-
viet leadership have toward Sweden and its people—one of our clos-
est neighbours on the Baltic.

Tt is not by hearsay and not by reports from others but from
close communication in the course of many years that we know the
Swedes as an energetic, industrious, spiritually rich and technically
gifted nation, as a people who seek peaceful cooperation with other
peoples.

In our time, to be good neighbours means not only to live side
by side with each other, to avoid conflicts, to refuse to take the
road of hostility and estrangement. This is in itself very important,
of course, and, to speak frankly, this has not yet been achieved by
all.

Good-neighbourly relations also mean active political ties between
states, steadily growing cooperation in the economic field. They
mean lively cultural exchanges which are conducive to mutual spir-
itual enrichment. Finally they mean the pooling of efforts in the
struggle for a more lasting peace.

It is in this spirit that the Soviet Union seeks to build its cooper-
ation with Sweden. And we believe that your visit is fresh confirma-
tion of the fact that relations between the Soviet Union and Swe-
den are in the process of development, and development in the right
direction.
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The Soviet Union and Sweden have already gained considerabls
experience which will guide them in conducting their affairs in the
future and in widening areas of mutual intercourse.

We stand for the further development of contacts between the

governments, parliaments and public organisations, for broad inter-
course between our peoples. We support anything that strengthens
mutual confidence and goodwill, anything that creates a favourable
political climate.

There was a time, in the early years of Soviet government, when
Sweden held a leading place in our country’s foreign trade, which,
true, was very modest at that time. Lenin stressed the importance
of the first major trade agreement with Sweden concluded in 1920.

In the present conditions when our trade has assumed quite dif-
ferent proportions, we think that the opportunities are good fo:
making Soviet-Swedish economic collaboration still broader and
more stable and for increasing in it the share of such advanced
forms as cooperation and specialisation, and the conclusion of big
long-term contracts,

I shall not conceal from you that we have considerable hopes
also of broadening cooperation with Sweden, just as with all peace
loving states, in the cause of further improving international rela-
tions.

In conditions of detente, the policy of non-alignment, the policy
of neutrality which is pursued by Sweden and a number of other
countries in Europe, is becoming an increasingly important factor
of international life. The neutral countries can make and are mals-
ing—as is shown by the example of Sweden—z very good contribu-
tion toward strengthening peace and cooperation between states.

We pay tribute to Sweden’s foreign policy moves in this direc
tion.

The Soviet Union's position on issues of peace is a clear-cut
and principled one. The Soviet Union went to the special General
Assembly session on disarmament, the first cne in the history of
the UN, with an extensive and concrete programme aimed at stop-
ping completely the arms race.

It is our firm intention to press for its implementation. Frankly
speaking, we believe that Sweden, just as other peace-lovi ng states,
has every reason to support these proposals.

Let me raise a toast to the success of the efforts of the Sovict
Union, Sweden and all peace-loving states in building a peaceful
future for the peoples of the world!

To stronger Soviet-Swedish good-neighbourly relations!

To the friendly people of Sweden!

To the health of their Majesties King Car! XVI Gustaf and
Queen Silvial

To the health of all the Swedish guests!

ERS OF
SPEECH AT A MEETING WITH LEAD

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF BYELORUSSIA
AND THE BYELORUSSIAN SSR AND LEADING
FUNCTIONARIES OF THE REGIONS OF THE

REPUBLIC *

June 25, 1978

Comrade Leonid Brezhnev noted that the Party gl'gamsatl?’n
and all the working people of Byelorussia werc preparing %o ‘CEH_L,
Iﬁratc the 60th anniversary of the Communist Party of Bylc ort:tstaéi
a;nd the Byelorussian SSR. This is a grelat llgli?aysgsgefzb};ign -

i 11 the peoples of the y ;
Byelorussian people, but of all the p : i ..
h}onour of the approaching jubilee working peeple in the ltmi Bs
and villages of the republic are working very well and displaying
sreat political enthusiasm. . e 2
i ec’l‘h_n CPSLU Central Committee, Leonid Brezhnev stressed, hngl:ly
2 pt‘“t;iateﬂ the activities of the Party organisation of Bycioms?;f;
T[‘Ee._pers‘.istence and purposefulness of the Byc!oruss%an Comrtm,:ins;i

. and portant worl

in implementing the policy of the Party, and _i};ewlﬂx\r:%,dorct);t]oog:“

i i ivatio ; minis s in

they are doing in the cultivation of a com . ; ook in

Ehzyworking geople and in their labour, moral, internationalist and

iotic education. o ; ! :

pah"Il'ﬁc1 capable organisational and political work is having a Ipc:s

. : i : N =

itive effect on the republic's economic development. Industry, \xfseﬁ":

high growth rates of production are to be observed, is successtully
* iy 1flling assignments,

fulfilling and overfulfilling plan assign ; ’ .

Melgtinq approval and support 1s Hml »\-‘-:\fk be uig ?oréeyetl%rj:;

a mote e ity development o us-

construct and promote the communit) opn _ ;

;iOaTL villages Bl::lt all your achievements Iﬂllhi ncc\t push _n;to}thc.

: rtcomi fe would not be Communists, Leo-

background your shortcomings. We : e

i 7 poi if we did not speak about shortcoming

nid Brezhnev pointed out, if we d e  5h s

and weaknesses and did not analyse them from a principled view

=]

i ant % ile oneself to the fact that a
point. Specifically, one cannot reconcile one 0

A summary



considerable part of ol ; :
able part of Byelorussia’s industrial enterprises systemati

cally fail to carry out the plan for the sale of their produce and
the growth qf labgur productivity. This year too thcrepis a qu “}1
the‘c‘onstructmn of certain capacities for the productioﬁ c.afctnitngcr--;E
fertxhz‘rcrs and consumer goods, schools and pre-school childrcnl'j
establishments. These facts should be thoroughly examined am"l

order introduced in construction.

Nor should attention be slackened to questions pertaining to
the output-asset ratio, a regime of economies, the qua]it:’ of gou[\—
put—that is to say, everything connected with raising the “efficiency
of the national economy. The situation here is improv‘jn but th‘-.'
pace.of the changes can and must be higher, Wy

Then Comrade Leonid Brezhnev touched upon questions of the
Flcve!_opment of agriculture and said that very much hald behcn.don:-
in this sphere in Byelorussia, as also throughout the country, but
tl}at a great deal still remained to be done. In particular tﬁé’(*m)
yields of cercals had grown considerably in B\/elorussis; but.thle
state 0{ affairs in increasing crop yields of potatoes V;"as much
worse. There had been no noticeable change for the better in this
i etter 1n this

As ;'egal'gls raising the productivity of livestock, especially dairy
c;ttle, in this respect Byelorussia is still lagging considerably be
hind ne19hbouring Lithuania, its partner in emulatidn There has
been practically no increase in the yield of milk per cow at B lhlb
russian collective and state farms. R

In conc!ufxion Comrade Leonid Brezhnev voiced confidence that
the Communists of Byelorussia would understand correctly the |e
marks that had been made and would do everything ;wces's'u"
to correct thg existing shortcomings. I am positive, Comrade Teo;ig{
Brezhnev said, that you, comrade B}'elorﬁssians, will be al;i.e to
muster all your energy and determination and greet ﬁttinqlv‘ t}ai;
anniversary, so that you have achievements to l'gport to your peo-
ple and to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. . i

Cq:nradc Leonid Brezhnev's speech was listened to with great
attention and warm approval. :

SPEECH IN MINSK UPON THE OCCASION OF
CONFERRING THE ORDER OF LENIN AND THE
HAMMER AND SICKLE GOLD MEDAL OF
HERO OF SOCIALIST LABOUR UPON
CANDIDATE-MEMBER OF THE POLITBUREAU
OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE, FIRST
SECRETARY OF THE CC OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF BYELORUSSIA, P. M. MASHEROV

June 25, 1978

Dear Pyotr Mironovich,

It gives me great pleasurc to confer upon you the Order of
Lenin and Hammer and Sickle Gold Medal of Hero of Socialist La-
bour, This high award, which also marks your sixtieth year, tes-
tifies to our country’s acknowledgement of your great scrvices to
the Communist Party and Soviet state.

The whole of your life has been connected with the Byelorus-
sian SSR. Here you began your working career. Here, in the years
of the Great Patriotic War, you fought bravely in the partisan de-
tachments. The Motherland showed its high appreciation of your
courage in conferring upon you in 1944 the honoured title of Hero
of the Soviet Union. Here, in Byelorussia, you have risen in your
career as a worker for the Party and state.

The notable successes which Byelorussia has achieved in its
economic and cultural development are a result of the correct po-
litical course pursued by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
and of the selfless labour of the Byelorussian people, helped and
supported by all the peoples of our country.

Together with this, these successes are a result of the produc-
tive organisational and political work of the Party organisations of
the Republic, and of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Byelorussia, which you have headed since 1965.

We well know how much encrgy, perseverance and purposeful-
ness you display in implementing the policy of the Party and its
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decisions. Your work of many years stands

an example of dedi-

cated service to your people and to mmunism

. Together with this high award of t
from me, personally, dear Pyotr Mirono
_'-'jwfcs who are members of the Politbure
CPSU Central Committee, Congratu.?_ati;ns

S I Lol & e SIETES Vish
your good health, a long life, and further active work for the benefit
of our great Motherland. R HERE

and, please accept
trom all the com
secretaries of the

hes for

SPEECH AT A FORMAL MEETING DEVOTED
TO THE PRESENTATION OF THE ORDER OF
LENIN AND THE GOLD STAR MEDAL TO
HERO-CITY MINSK

June 25, 1978

Esteemed comrades,

Dear citizens of Minsk,

I am here to fulfil a responsible and pleasant mission—to pre-
sent Soviet Byelorussia's capital Minsk, which has been awarded
the honorable title of Hero-City, with the highest distinctions be-
stowed in our country—the Order of Lenin and the Gold Star Medal.

Allow me on this solemn and festive day to warmly congratu-
late you and all working people of the republic on this high award.

Please accept the warmest congratulations from the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the Presidium
of the USSR Supreme Soviet and the USSR Council of Ministers.

All Soviet people are sending today their felicitations and greet-
ings to the glorious Byelorussian people, cou s and steadfast,
industrious and modest, possessing a developed sense of interna-
tional duty, confidently marching in step with all nations and na-
tionalities of our country.

Awards to cities, of course, are awards to people. It is people
who build cities. It is people who defend them. It is people who
raise them from ruins. It is people who improve cities and frans-
form them.

Your city has solid revolutionary traditions. Here the First Con-
gress of the RSDLP was held. The Minsk Red Guard detachment
sent to revolutionary Petrograd took part in the storming of the
Winter Palace. In the grim days of the war, in the years of peace-
ful construction Minsk Communists were the genuine leaders and
organisers of the masses, consistent exponents of the Party’'s poli-
tical course.

Today we address the first words of appreciation, words of grat-
itude and deepest respect to the thousands upon thousands of Minsk

(o]
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residents who bravely opposed the hitlerites’ war machine with their
heroism and determination to win. Minsk was captured by the enemy.
But Minsk was never subdued or subjugated.

Under the leadership of an underground Party City Committee,

a ramified network of clandestine groups and organisations operat-
ed in the city. Neither mass executions, nor the atrocities committed
by punitive troops could break the heroes. Minsk became a real hell
for the occupationists. Not for a single day did the enemy feel se-
cure. A thousand and five hundred combat operations is the impres-
sive record of three years of struggle by the Minsk underground.

Minsk was not alone. Its citizens were bound by thousands of
links with the partisan movement that spread through the whole of
Byelorussia. Two hundred and thirteen partisan brigades and 258
separate partisan detachments courageously fought in the enemy's
rear. That was truly a sacred war, a war of the people.

In each city, in each Byelorussian village there are war vet
erans: partisans, underground workers, frontline men. Many of them
are present in this hall, too. Words really fail me in trying to ex-
press my boundless gratitude to those who saved the country in that
terrible time. Thank you. Good health to you, dear friends.

Byelorussia lost over two millions of its sons and daughters. We
bow our heads before the exploit of those who became immortal
by giving their lives to save their country.

I ask all of you to stand up to honour the memory of those he
roes.

Comrades, the salvocs of victory salute died away. The epic of
war gave way to the epic of reconstruction. Many of you, surely, re-
member Minsk in the state in which it emerged from the war.
Ruins, ashes, empty spaces overgrown with weeds. . . In effect the city
had virtually ceased to exist. And again there was a battle, again a
struggle—a struggle not merely to raise the capital of Byelorussia
from ruins, but to make it even more beautiful than it had been.
With the assistance of the CPSU Central Committee and the Soviet
Government and the brotherly support of all the Union Republics,
the people of Minsk in an unprecedentedly short time rebuilt their
city.

Honour and glory to those who barely had time to take off their
army greatcoats and field shirts, embrace their kith and kin back
from the front, wipe away the bitter tears of grief, before they got
down to the task of rehabilitation. The high award of Minsk is also
your award, dear comrades!

I have been to many, very many cities of our country. And, hon-
estly, I can say: Minsk today is one of the most beautiful,

While driving along the streets of Minsk, I experienced a fecl-
ing of profound satisfaction, It is a city that warrants admiration
for its united and well-coordinated architectural conception, its

modern layout, its clean and well-planned streets, its large areas of
greenery.
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Minsk today is not only a large industrial centre of the republic,
but also of the entire country. The trucks and tractors you prcdt'xcci
the machine tools and instruments, clgctromc computers anFl ‘olptlcg
apparatus are highly valued. The city’s mmual' output now LXCEC ;
by 72 times the pre-war, 1940 level. Over a third of the items bear

> Quality Mark. '

e l\%ins}?can rightfully be proud of its young, _'aut alrgady advanc-
ed science which has boldly carved a place for itself with ;0nsn.de1_‘~
able achievements in such fields of knowledge as physms, industri-
al cybernetics, mathematics, nuclear power gc_nc‘rat}on and oL_heri;,
Your scientists set a good example of fruitful links between science
101,
al]dﬁg;‘gﬁgi the centre of Bye]orussian_ cultmp a_nd it ma}_(es a woih
thy contribution to the development ol n_m]tumhm_ml _Sowet cult-U}e
as a whole. It is a centre of large e_ducational institutions that train
highly qualified specialists not only for the republic and the ’Country,
but also for friendly states. Your t}}catres, your song and dance en-
1 ¢ widely known and popular, 3
SCH]‘?JEZ’EMI am pasx;'ticularly pleased to note today is that in ’Ehe mu-
seums of Minsk, in the names of its streets and in its majestic n{mn};
uments the memory of the combat past of the city, of heroic Mm‘s‘
citizens is honoured—this memory was and continues to be a source
-jiotic feclings and labour enthusiasm. .
- F')F}tllelcﬁiifeiemgnts of Soviet Byelorussia, _incitfcfing its capital, af_e
the living embodiment of the Leninist I’i&thl‘la]!tIIC:S‘ policy, a rea11—
sation of the creative power of the talents and abilities of the people
releas 7 socialism. 7 AR
leltguoidg?e?tusfa?i;g the workers, engineers and techmqans, scae?tlst?
and men of culture, doctors, teachers and all working peop e.o._
Minsk on this high award, [ would like to express confidence tn:;;
the citizens of Minsk will continue to hold I]ngh in future~ as \\;je__
the banner of their city, a banner covered with the glory of combat
- accomplishments. ) E
andl}lizoélctac’c;at I1:’.11'1d|3r the leadership of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Byelorussia and t}'u" Minsk Regional Cfnm—
mittee the 100,000-strong contingent of Minsk Commumstsh 151501;1—
stantly perfecting the forms and methods of Party work”sl ou ; (f
given due recognition., Remarkable cadres of Party, loca .goxcm
ment, economic, trade union and Komsomol leaders have grown ulp
who are interested in new devclppmcnts, capable of comj)eterli:%r
tackling the problems raised by life, by the era of developed social-
lsm;Great success to you, dear friends! I am comfince_d that the Com-
munists of Minsk, the Communists of Byclomss‘m _m{lll make a WEZ
thy contribution to the effort to carry out the decisions of the 25t
1gr f CPSU.
COi:IgllleSh(fJe télg’-' your republic has many interesting features, ma,niyi
developments which comrades from other republics would be wel
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advised to study. Especially gratifying are the initiative, singleness
of purpose and persistence with which you are solving questions of
cconomic and social development.

The steady and high rate of growth of the economic potential

is to the great credit of the Party organisation of Byelorussia, of its
work collectives. You successfully fulfilied the targets of the Ninth
Five-Year Plan. And in the first two years of the Tenth Five-Year
Plan your industrial output went up by 16.2 per cent against the
planned 13.9 per cent and some 590 million roubles’ worth of above-
plan products were turned out. Well, what can one say here? Well
done. Keep it up. ‘

Appreciable successcs have been scored by Byelorussia in the
development of agriculture as well. There was a time when Byelo-
russian lands were regarded as infertile. Seven or eight metric cent-
ners of grain per hectare was almost the highest yield. And now?
The average annual grain yields in the Ninth Five-Year Plan period
were 21.3 centners, and in the past two years—already 25 centners
per hectare. This is what modern farming practices can achieve. This
is what a thrifty and intelligent attitude to the soil signifies.

It is important that not only the farm workers but also all thosc
who supply agriculture with tractors, combine harvesters, the other
machinery and mineral fertilizers, those who are engaged in ameli
oration work should treble their efforts if we are to further raise the
output of farm products.

Comrades, in 1979-1980 all of us will have to work very hard. In
order to fulfil the targets of the five-year plan as a whole, it is nec-
essary in the remaining two years to markedly increase the rate of
Q_roduction growth, labour productivity and improve many other in
dices.

: A major task that has been put forward by the Party is the rais-
ing of production efficiency. To this end we are mobilising all collec-
tives. This also fully applies to you. Of special significance in this
connection is the all-out strengthening of the regime of economy, of
cost accounting in all sectors and, in the first place, strict and un-
swerving observance of planning discipline.

What does observance of planning discipline mean?

It means working out plans in good time, within set time limits

and ensuring good co-ordination and balancing of targets for all
indices, sectors of the economy and the republics.

It means that absolutely all the plan-envisaged targets should be
fulfilled without exceptions. Not infrequently plan indicators are di-
vided into “primary” and “secondary”, with emphasis on fulfilment
of the plan with respect to the “primary” targets, while neglecting
the supposedly “sccondary” ones. This is intolerable. A plan must be
considered fulfilled only when the targets for all the approved in-
dices have been achieved.
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bserving disci : £ :
day-to-day control lfilment of the plan and to take stringent
measures against violators of planning discipline.

A given situation, cr change in objective con\'{_itiu‘: s may rc:__!.:.:il:e
certain amendments ic be made in the targets of the plan. This is
_ But sometimes amendments are made

understandable and i
when there is no objec
pose of making life e
They tend to “legitimis:

Such modifications of the plan are often the result of lack of or-
ganisation and inactivity on the part of individual executives. In
consequence, the plan loses its mobilising force and becomes a screen
to cover up drawbacks and shortcomings in work.

And leaders of higher bodies, if they make concessions to those
who favour “easier” plans, show a lack of principle and firmness.
Such juggling with plans must be viewed from principled Party po-
sitions. We do not need any doubtful blessings at state expense.

I am raising here the question of observing planning digcipline
so sharply not because this is a particular probl(_arp in Minsk or
Byelorussia. Your cxperience has been mostly positive. I was tqld
that instances of violation of planning discipline have become in-
creasingly rare at your enterprises. This is the result of large-scale or-
ganisational, ideological and educational work by your P_arty orga-
nisations. It would be well to have this experience consolidated and
widely disseminated.

Byelorussia’s successes
velopment are indisputadb
been accomplished, we C
not been solved.

I have to admit that in your republic, in Minsk as well, there
are still enterprises and building organisations that _unfortunately
lag behind. In many factories and plants of the repubhclthe returna{r
on capital are still casing slowly. There are many instances ot
overexpenditure of metal, raw materials, fuel and electricity. The
average machine shift remains on a low level.

necessity and they only serve the pur-
¢ for some of our economic executives.
leviations from plan targets for the worse.

in all sectors of economic and social de-
e. But, while giving all credit to what has
ommunists also see the problems that have

This list could be extended. But you, of course, know better than
I do what your shortcomings are and the vast reserves that have not
yet been put to use. It is a matter of honour for Party organisations
to mobilise all workers in the cities and villages so as to utilise
these reserves to the full.

The Central Committee of the CPSU has the right to expect that
the Communists and all working people of Byelorussia will main-
tain a confident and steady pace in working for the republic’s fur-
ther progress, and succeed in carrying out the targets of the Tenth
Five-Year Plan and reach new frontiers of economic and social prog-
ress.
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Comrades,
. Here, on Byelorussian soil, over which the bells of Khatyn ring
like a tragic warning, one especially feels how important is the per-
sistent struggle for peace the Soviet Union is waging, a struggle to
prevent the conflagration of a new world war. ’

The UN General Assembly’s special session on disarmament is

dmwmg to an end in New York now. It has reaffirmed the pro-
found interest of all mankind in terminating the arms race. The
overwhelming majority of UN members expressed themselves in fa-
vour of disarmament, \
‘ The soviet Union and other socialist countries have submitted to
the session a broad, bold and at the same time realistic programme
designed to bring the arms race to a complete end. Their proposals
were the focus of businesslike discussion at the Assembly.

 The session has also shown that the leaders of a number of ma-
jor NATO countries, and above all the USA, clearly do not wish to
display a constructive approach to the solution of disarmament prob-
]cm,s. How otherwise is it possible to assess the holding of the
NATO Council session in Washington which adopted a new long-
term armament programme, while in New York the special session
o'f the UN General Assembly was discussing a diametrically oppo-
site problem-how to curb the arms race and achieve disarmament?
Does this not show disregard for the vital concerns and expcctation;s
of the peace-loving peoples? It appears that in Washington the
NAI‘O countries drew up a “‘real policy”, while in New York they
participated in discussions only to distract attention, so as not to
draw just criticism and censure.

The‘Peking rulers have been acting in agreement with this stand.
The Chinese representative, it seems, spoke from the wrong plat-
fgrm. He should have made his aggressive speech at the NATO ses-
sion, not at the United Nations. 3

Incidentally, this line of Peking is well appreciated in Washing-
ton. Of late, attempts have been made in the USA-at a high level
and in a rather cynical form-to play the “Chinese card” against the
USSR. This is a shortsighted and dangerous policy! Its authors may
come to bitterly regret it. ; l ]

The General Assembly session is finishing its work. But the ideas
and proposals put forward at it undoubtedly will continue to exert
their influence. The struggle for practical steps in curbing the arms
race and in bringing about disarmament continues and must be
strengthened.

: Qne of the main avenues in this direction is the Vienna nego-
tiations on limiting armed forces and armaments in Central Europe.
I have spoken on many occasions about this problem and, to tell
the truth, it was with a heavy heart that I did so. In fact, the 15th
round of the talks has begun, the talks have been going on for al-
most five years now, but no practical resuits have yet been achieved.
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And yet this is not a trifling question, but an extremely vital one
for Europe and for the international situation as a whole.

Having made a comprehensive analysis of the situation, the so-
cialist countries have taken an important new step to move the ne-
gotiations out of their deadlock at long last. Our countries submitted
in Vienna new wide-ranging and concrete proposals, taking the
whole of the vast experience of these talks into account.

What is their most important feature?

Firstly, they are absolutely clear and precise proposals. They
gpecify the number of Soviet and American troops that would be
subject to withdrawal in the first stage. And the number is fairly
large. The USSR, for its part, is prepared to withdraw a totzl of
three divisions with relevant military equipment, including about a
thousand tanks, in the course of a year.

Secondly, a reduction of the armed forces of the NATO and
Warsaw Treaty countries is to be carried out in such a way as to
preserve their balance or, as they say, their parity. As a result of the
reduction of the forces of all countries, an equal overall ceiling
would be established for cach of the groupings in Central Europe.

Furthermore, the very idea of such a ceiling is in line with the
Western countries’ proposals. Though, of course, we firmly believe
that none of the participants in the talks has the right, hiding be-
hind others’ backs, to try to evade a reduction or even increase his
armaments at the expense of reductions made by others.

The socialist countries are suggesting to their partners a reason-
able and workable compromise. With their proposal, they have
gone more than halfway. We say to the NATO countries: let us get
down to business, at last. The basis for agreement, undoubtedly,
already exists. Everything now depends on the political will of
the West.

The achievement of an agreement in Vienna would make it
possible in future to begin discussion of other specific issues affect-
ing European military detente, which are of interest to the sides.

The improvement of the political climate in Europe is one of
the most important peace achievements of the last decade. This was
particularly apparent during our recent visit to the Federal Republic
of Germany.

There is hardly any other country in Europe which would
present on the road to establishing relations so many obstacles—
objective and subjective-and where each step would be so difficult.
However, relations between the USSR and the FRG today, without
shutting one’s eyes to negative factors, have become one of the
main elements of stability in Europe, of detente on the continent.

A long road in the promotion of relations has been travelled
by the Soviet Union and France; our ties are positively developing
in all areas with Italy, Sweden and Austria, not to mention our
neighbour—friendly Finland.
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The visit to the Soviet Union by the Turkish Prime Minister,
Mr. Ecevit, has made a practical contribution to the advancement
of peaceful cooperation between the participating countries of the
all-European conference. The talks with him and the signing of a
political document on the principles of good-neighbourliness and
triendly cooperation between the USSR and Turkey are an impor
tant stage in the development of our relations along the road chart:
ed way back in the past by Lenin and Atatiirk.

In general I agree with the words of Federal Chancellor Schmidt
who declared recently from the rostrum of the General Assembly
that there is significantly more mutual trust in Europe now than
there has ever been in recent decades.

But this common gain of the peace-loving states of Europe must
be constantly buttressed, strengthened and extended. This is espe-
cially important now that the international situation is again worsen-
ing. It is Europe that can show in practice how nations should
coexist, cooperate and work together.

The struggle for a lasting peace is not only a matter for govern
ments, but also for pcoples. Back in the middle of the last century
Karl Marx appealed to the working class to master the mysterics of
international politics and fight vigorously for peace among nations.
This idea lives on in the consciousness and actions of the broad
working masses and their political vanguard.

The vital interests of the working people of all countries demand
that all the positive achievements of the last few years in the world
arena should not be discarded, and that efforts be made to advance
towards a genuinely lasting peace for all nations. By the combined
efforts of all peace-loving forces this aim can be achieved and we
believe it will be achieved.

Comrades, the growing cooperation of the peoples of fraternal
socialist countries is today a very important integral part of inter-
national life.

Soviet Byelorussia is an active builder of remarkable and durable
bridges of friendship that extend over the waters of the Bug, across
the borders of the Soviet Union to other socialist countries. The
participation of your enterprises in international socialist integra-
tion, your lively friendly contacts with the provinces of Poland,
regions of Czechoslovakia, districts of the GDR and Bulgaria, and
with other socialist countries are a convincing testimony to this.

The flights of international space crews are becoming a striking
symbol of the new level of cooperation among the socialist coun-
tries. Recently we honoured the first cosmonaut of socialist Czecho-
slovakia. Joint flights with representatives of other socialist coun
tries are in the offing. So let us wish the space heroes great suc
cesses. They are truly carrying high the banner of socialism, peace

and international friendship over the earthl
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In conclusion, dear citizens of Minsk, I w_ould like to tell you
that my latest visit to your beautiful city and its remarkable people
s left me with a feeling of deep satisfaction. "] :

P Allow me now to read out a decree of the Presidium of the
Supreme Soviet of the USSR “On Conferment of the Honorable
Title of Hero-City on the City of Minsk". o d

(Leonid Brezhnev reads out the Decree by the Presidium of
the USSR Supreme Soviet.) ) ]

Permit me on behalf of the Central Committee of the CPsU z_md
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet to present this high
award to the city of Minsk. )

(Leonid Brezhnev attaches the Order of Lenin and the Gold Star
Medal to the banner of hero-city Minsk.) 5

Dear comrades, I once more warmly congratulate you e_md W1sd
all those present in this hall and all working people Qf Minsk an :
Soviet Byelorussia great creative successes in thf: efforts to carry
out the decisions of the 25th Congress of the CPSU and the targets
of the Tenth Five-Year Plan, as well as personal wellbeing and
happiness. _

Glory to the hero-city of Minsk!



SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE
PRESENTATION OF THE HIGHEST PERUVIAN

AWARD~THE GRAND CROSS ¥
LER O i OF THE SUN OF

June 26, 1978

On behalf of Alexei Ni i

alf Alexei Nikolayevich K i i
o : osygin, Andrei Andreyevict
:)Lotlgykg clIl’(ii on m%; ?wn behalf I beg you Mr. Minister to Cﬁi\:l;;
t e President of friendly Per i ; les i

: u, Francisco Moral 'mi]
and to the government of e Y
our 7 our grabi i

i) y country our gratitude for these high

We regard then i

> : 1 as new eviden f od relati

our two countries, T T e e

A
con;?:;i?“ p‘rfmi to express the confidence that these relations will
e e effectively to serve the cause of mutual understanding and
c operation bet‘»\-'een_ the Soviet and Peruvian peoples and ’dg’("“
Lcre&Es of peace and international security : ! i

LT s Yo

va]uese 311;: glzzzii’ tc;a ;-.‘ee E‘hzt Peru's leadership, for its part, highly
2 : ' state of Soviet-Peruvian relat d prospect
for their development, s

I - s Mimic 1
= 54 tbe%yodeL. ;\fhm?ter to convey on behalf of the Soviet leader-
heafltho : ‘{'S;'(.mt. Fr;nmgco Moraics our sincere wishes for his Lgoo.d
i v lcn.c 101 success in his activities aimed at strengthening the
P a Pdl?t economic }11depe11dence of the Republic of Peru and

e Peruvian people’s wellbeing and prosperity. ;
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SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE DINNER IN
HONOUR OF DIDIER RATSIRAKA, PRESIDENT
OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
MADAGASCAR

June 29, 19718

Esteemed Comrade Ratsiraka,
Esteemed guests,

Comrades,

It gives me great pleasure to extend my heartfelt greetings to
the President of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar, a country
with which the Soviet Union is linked by bonds of mutual respect
and trust, bonds of friendship.

Madagascar is lccated quite a distance away from the Soviet
Union. But the Soviet pecple have always followed with a feeling
of sympathy the heroic struggle, which your people waged for
freedom and independence.

We rejoice at the deep-going socio-economic changes taking
place in Madagascar. And from the bottom of our hearts we wish
its people big successes in the implementation of the charter of the
socialist revolution—this ideological, political and economic program-
ne of transition to the road of socialist orientation. We know that
this charter has been drawn up under your personal direction,
comrade President.

Our sincere respect is evoked by the active anti-imperialist
course pursued by the Democratic Republic of Madagascar in the
international arena.

We sympathise with the striving to strengthen the Organisation
of African Unity on an anti-imperialist, anti-colonial foundation.
We value the consistent, irreconcilable stand of Madagascar vis-a-vis
the racialist and colonial regimes in the south of Africa.

At the present time, Africa is the object of very close and,
I should say, unhealthy interest on the part of the forces of impe-
rialism. Meetings devoted to the discussion of African problems
follow one after another in the Western capitals, just as in the

133



ill-famed colonial times. One thing is unclear: who
to speak and pass decisions on behalf of the
Africa, regardless of geography, into the sph

North-Atlantic bloc? Who asked them 1o interfere grossly by armed
force in the Zaire events and to form the so-called inter-African
forces, intended to kill Africans with the help of Africans?

OQur principled assessment of all these actions is contained in
the recently published statement of the Soviet Government on Afri
ca. I shall state briefly here: imperialist designs vis-a-vis Africa
are dangerous. They are dangerous for the African peoples, for their
desire for a better, free life. They are dangerous for the cause of
peace and detente.

As to the Soviet Union, it sides with the national liberation
movements in Africa, as in the other areas of the world, for that
matter. We support the just liberation struggle of the peoples. But
this, of course, in no way means that the USSR is opposed to the
efforts, including diplomatic steps, aimed at achieving a peaceful
solution of the problems that arise, if such a solution meets the
legitimate interests of the peoples.

We do not have selfish interests in Africa, We come out
against the imperialist monopolies’ pillage of the natural resources
of these countries. We are resolute opponents of any attempts to
interfere in the internal affairs of the African states, just as in
those of any other nations. The Soviet Union is against the creation
of military blocs and division of the African nations into opposing
groupings, against the fanning up of territorial and other disputes
in Africa, remaining from the colonial times,

firmly

As far as I understand, we have common views with Madagas
car on the task of strengthening peace and international security.
You, Comrade President, know, apparently, about the enormous
amount of work performed by the Soviet Union in that direction.
We have come forth in the United Nations with a broad programme
of concrete measures aimed at solving the problem of disarmament.

And we are prepared to solve it from different angles. We
realise, specifically, Madagascar's desire that the Indian Ocean,
where your island is located, should become a genuine zone
peace. I can assure you that this is also our sincere desire.

Our meeting is fresh evidence of the growing relations between
the Soviet Union and the Democratic Republic of Madagascar, We
believe that these relations are developing well, although, of course,
the possibilities of economic, commercial, cultural and other types
of cooperation are far from being exhausted yet. There is still much
to be done here by both sides to the mutual benefit of both nations,

Dear comrades, I should like to mention one more thing today.
Early this July the people of fraternal Vietnam, and together with
them millions of their friends throughout the world, will mark the
second anniversary of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
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authorised them
Africans, to include
re of action of the

1 ro =1 o 3 ﬂam
We. the Soviet people, respect and love the p-.aple of \tféet i
d its’ battle-hardened leaders for their E:oum_gn}:‘, ad Sjgcgrienfship
. g ralty to the ideals of socialism.
iples, profound loyalty to the i g cial dship
CIQIIEb;iIiit;cvn matured in the difficult years of the 'strugglet';q}ilsts
wltt} heroic country waged against the 1mpgr:al1st intery Eti'lfl ‘eace:
tha‘% today assuming new forms and depths in conditions of p
Iftl socialist construction in a united and free Mctn‘al}l PR
u Toda\.—_ when the Vietnamese people are sunguthjl e
d un'ﬁét outside pressure, we again assure fraternal Vie s
o o = - = . = - » “ . C ?,
al:lr rE'SJOlute support for its efforts aimed at ‘m.uldﬁng]}d? ncitxs ?nalieh—
f;'ﬂpl‘_f.,“-'i“g the living conditions of th(; pcop)e,‘tlp _o }nga1 s
1b]e q'o‘_,;ereign rights and consolidating the 111texxlgtlonced pPost >
a;f tl{c Socialist Republic of Vietnam, reliable advan
jalism in South-East Asia. AT )
SOCJC‘?}IC have been, we are and we shall be with VIetlld?l;g}Sureg;les
mon cause, the causc of lasting peace, mdepcndgnc}:e ) nés ;;E i
and qocial’progress, meets the vital interests of thousa
ions of people on earth. _ 1 Sl
lio Comracl’:e President, permit me to EXpIess th{: Cmgigtflfecﬁivcly
our visit to the USSR and our negotiations w_ill plomo1 t_on_s {n 5;11
g{hc 'fm:iher consolidation and expansion of _frlue:ﬁndly re aﬁiicy e
spheres, and also the invigoration of our joint foreign po
for the sake of peace and progress.
1 propose a toast: ! i ‘ i
To[thg further successes of the Democratic Republic of
; e F o |
ascar and its revolution! _ i e
{—IL‘\_-;G the indestructible friendship between our countries and p
- | : - ' :
PIE-‘} the health of President Didier Ratsiraka :mL‘{ his wife!
O th il o reS1acl A s i
TL* the health of all the guests from Madagascar!
L9 #d L cill



SPEECH IN THE KREMLIN AT THE
PRESENTATION OF THE ORDER OF THE RED
BANNER TO W. JARUZELSKI, MEMBER OF THE
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE POLISH
UNITED WORKERS' PARTY AND MINISTER OF
NATIONAL DEFENCE OF THE POLISH PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC

June 30, 1978

Dear comrades,

We are long acquainted with our esteemed guest, Wojciech
Jaruzelski, member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Polish United Workers’ Party and Minister of National
Defence of People’s Poland. But today’s meeting is a special oc-
casion. Our guest has been awarded the Order of the Red Banner
for combat service in the joint struggle during the Second World
War, and the major contribution he has made to the strengthening
of the military cooperation of the Armed Forces of the USSR and
the Polish People’s Republic in the post-war period.

Comrade Jaruzelski has shown by his deeds that, for him, as
a Communist, to be a patriot means to be an internationalist as
well. Platoon commander Jaruzelski showed his loyalty to his con-
viction by his combat exploits when fighting side by side with the
Soviet soldiers against fascism. In carrying out the line of the Polish
United Workers’ Party today, General Jaruzelski is taking an active
part in the collective efforts aimed at strengthening the military
organisation of the Warsaw Treaty—the reliable shield of the social-
ist community. His efforts are highly appreciated by the Soviet
people.,

We received Comrade Edward Gierek, First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Polish United Workers” Party, in Moscow
a comparatively short time ago. We agreed on new major steps that
will deepen the cooperation of our parties and countries in all
spheres. And now, in practice, too, we can see how its horizons
are widening.
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REPORT DELIVERED AT THE PLENARY
MEETING OF THE CPSU CENTRAL
COMMITTEE

July 3, 1978

Comrades,

This plenary meeting of the Central Committece of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, devoted to the further develop-
ment of agriculture, has assembled at a historic time—in the open
ing year of the seventh decade of the Great October Socialist Rev-
olution. The October Revolution holds a special place in the solu
tion of agrarian problems, in the destinies of the peasantry of our
country and not only of our country for that matter. The .u-‘orkinq
masses, all progressives in the world know that the victory of the
socialist revolution in Russia was simultane ‘ ’
the deliverance of the peasantry, numeric
class of the globe, from oppression, from
and from ignorance.

For the first time in many centuries of historv, the Party of
Lenin actually delivered the peasantry from exploitation and pox.'ert\"

ously the beginning of
ally the largest toiling

of political rights

. . . . il
and put it on the socialist road. OQur enemies have concocted many

fables of all sorts about the past and present of the Soviet country-
side. But no matter what they may say or write, the history of
the 20th century, the heroic path traversed by the Soviet peaseintr‘v
and also that pursued by the peasantry of other socialist countries
have convincingly shown that for the correct and just solution of
the peasant question there is one true road—the road of building
socialism in the countryside; there is one genuine science—Marxist-
Leninist teaching on the agrarian-peasant gquestion,

It is noteworthy, comrades, that just over a month ago we
ma‘rked the 55th anniversary of the publication of one of Lenin's
main agrarian works, an outstanding fruit of Lenin’s thought—his
article On Cooperation, in which he pointed out to the working
masses of the countryside the high road to a new life. The peasantry
of our country was the first to embark ipon this road. Today
Lenin’s ideas about cooperation are inspiring millions of peasants

138

abroad, particularly in the countries which have cast off the yoke
of colonialism.

Lenin’s teaching on the agrarian question and the ideas and
principles of his cooperation plan have been and remain in the
arsenal of our Party. The CPSU invariably proceeds from them
and develops them further with due regard for the specific historical
circumstances. The teaching and behests of Lenin will continue
to be our true compass in shaping and carrying out plans for the
further development of agriculture.

I. Agrarian Policy of the Party in Action: Main
Results

Comrades,

The present agrarian policy of our Party stems, as is known,
from the March 1965 Plenary Meeting of the CPSU Central Com-
mittee, It scientifically reflects the new conditions and requirements
of socialist society. The present agrarian policy is the Leninist stra-
tegy and tactics the Party is pursuing in the field of agriculture
under developed socialism.

Keeping firmly to the course it mapped out, the Party has solved
a wide range of agrarian problems. The agriculture of the country
has made great strides ahead in economic and social development.
This was endorsed and highly appraised by the supreme forum
of our Party—the 25th CPSU Congress. The congress, as is well
known, also determined the tasks of the Party for developing agri-
culture in the tenth five-year period.

More than two years have passed since the congress. In present-
ing today the question of the development of agriculture for con-
sideration by this plenary meeting of the CPSU Central Committee,
the Politbureau had the following in view.

First, to concentrate the attention of the Party on solving the
most urgent problems of agricultural production and abolishing its
bottlenecks, on more effectively using the resources we have in-
vested and are investing in the growth of this sector; to mobilise
the Party and the people for successfully fulfilling the five-year plan
as regards both increasing the output and purchases of farm pro-
duce and carrying out the outlined programme for strengthening
the material and technical basis of the countryside.

Second, to establish the main directions of the further develop-
ment of agriculture and of the sectors ensuring its industrialisation
and scientific and technical progress, and to discuss certain ques-
tions of economics and of improving planning and social develop-
ment in the countryside. This will be of key importance for elab-
orating the Eleventh Five-Year Plan and for successful fulfilment
of the Party’s task of turning agriculture into a highly developed
scctor of the economy.
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As you know, last year the Politburcau set up a competent com-

mission to make thorough all-round preparations for this plenary

meeting of the Central Committee.

What are, above all, the main results of the implementation of

our agrarian policy since the March 1965 Plenary Meeting of the
CPSU Central Committee?

Tackling a strategic task—to ensure the steady supply of food-
stuffs for the country and of agricultural raw materials for in-
dustry—the Party saw its prime duty to lie in considerably strength-
ening the material and technical basis of agriculture by stepping
up the rates of mechanisation, of the use of chemicals and of land
improvement and the integrated solution of questions connected
with the development of this sector.

Everything possible was done to intensify agricultural produc-
tion. In the first place, we adopted a new approach to investments
in agriculture. We regard this matter as the cornerstone for the
further development of agricultural production and we made it a
rule systematically to increase these investments as much as pos-
sible. The Party decided to redistribute the funds allocated for the
national economy, ensured a sharp increase in capital investments
in agricultural production and a considerable rise in the share of
agriculture in overall investments. Whereas under the Seventh Five-
Year Plan, that is before the March Plenary Meeting, the share
of agriculture constituted 20 per cent, it was 23 per cent under
the Eighth Five-Year Plan, 26 per cent under the Ninth Five-Year
Plan and it is more than 27 per cent under the Tenth Five-Year
Plan provisions.

In this period we did much to create an up-to-date industrial
basis for agriculture. Previously we virtually did not have such
large specialised self-contained sectors as water conservancy and
land improvement, livestock and fodder production engineering,
agricultural construction, and the mixed feed and microbiological
industry. Today these exist. The manufacture of tractors and agri-
cultural machinery, the production of mineral fertilizers and the
processing industry have also greatly developed. All this taken
together constitutes a growing industrial complex aimed at ensuring
the steady growth of agricultural production.

The basic production assets in the socialised sector of agriculture
have reached 183,000 million roubles, 2.8 times the level of 1965.
The machine and tractor fleet of the collective and state farms has
been almost wholly renewed, it has improved qualitatively and the
proportion of up-to-date machinery of greater power, load capacity
and productivity has risen. During these years the total power
capacity of agricultural enterprises has increased from 232 million
h.p. to 525 million h.p., that is to say, it has more than doubled,
and the electrical power available per worker at collective and
state farms has increased 2.5 times. The electrification of agriculture
is proceeding at a vigorous pace.
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The Party attached great importance to the increased use of
chemicals and to land improvement. One may say wlth_out exagger-
ation that neither in our country nor in foreign practice has the
development of these aspects of agriculture ever been seen on such
a huge scale. The increased use of chemicals and land improvement
have been elevated in our country to the rank of major natlor_mude
tasks. Last year our agriculture received 77 million tons of mineral
fertilizer as against 27 million tons in 1965. Production of these
will continue to grow in order to meet fully the requirements of
agriculture. The area of irrigated and drained land in our country
has nearly doubled and today our collective and state farms 'ha_wc
more than 27 million hectares of such land. About 40,000 million
roubles will be invested in land improvement in the Tenth Five-

r Plan period.

YcaSuch is E]?brief summary of the great job of work which has
been done during these years to strengthen the material and tech-
nical basis of agriculture. Of course, we still have many matters
for concern and bottlenecks in this field and we fully reahs_e that
it will continue to be necessary to devote maximum attention to
providing agriculture with materials and tec;’hnologyr in every field—
both quantitatively and, more important still, qualitatively. :

At the same time, it will be necessary to be even more exacting
as regards everything concerning the skilled and effegtivc use of
the basis that has been created. Today this is one of the prime
tasks of rural Party organisations and of all workers in agricul-
ture. : e

The development of the material and technical basis is c}os_cly
connected with the training of personnel, particularly spe_clahst
and machine operators. Considerable work has been dor_m in this
respect too during the past period. The situation there is now as
follows: the affairs of the collective and state farms are bem_g
managed by well-educated cadres of specialists and technolo_gy_ is
being handled by a vast army of machine operators. Specialists
with higher or secondary education constitute 93.5 per cent of col-
lective farm chairmen and 98.3 per cent of state Ea.rm dl}‘ectors.
More than 1,600,000 specialists are now employed in agriculture
and the number of machine operators has risen to 4_1,225,000. In
agriculture today one worker out of five is a machine operator.
Technical progress has given rise to many other categories of edu-
cated and qualified workers in the countryside. ) ‘

As was noted at the 25th CPSU Congress, the mcreased. deliv-
eries of machinery and other material resources have made it pos-
sible to raise markedly labour productivity at collective at}d state
farms. According to the USSR Central Statistical Bpard, in 1977
productivity per worker was 69 per cent higher than in 1965, which
amounts to an annual saving of labour of 16 million people.

The CPSU Central Committee has paid great attention to e_cono:?-
ic measures to bring about an upsurge in agriculture, particularly

i41



to improving the planning of production and the purchases of farm:

output, price formation, crediting and labour remuneration. Our

aim is that all the great diversity of economic relations within
enterprises and on the scale of the whole agro-industrial complex
should create a community, a unity of the interests of the state,
of collective farms and of the direct producers. Lenin regarded
correct combination of the interests of all sides in the production
and sale of goods as a major principle of socialist economic manage-
ment. It must be said that the economic life of the collective and
state farms and the material wellbeing of agricultural workers
began to improve noticeably in the very first years following the
March Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee. In 1977 the
gross income of collective farms was double the average yearly
figure for the Seventh Five-Year Plan period. The state farm system
as a whole has been operating profitably in the past 12 years.

In present-day conditions the development of productive forces
in agriculture is particularly closely bound up with solving social
questions of life in the countryside. Due to a number of reasons
for many years we did not succeed in properly regulating the
system of payment for work in the countryside. At the present
stage we have found a more suitable solution of this important
problem. I have primarily in view the transition to guaranteed pay-
ment of the work of collective farmers. OFf key importance are the
measures of the Party aimed at reducing the differences between
the wages of agricultural and industrial workers. In the past
12 years payment for the work of collective farmers has doubled and
for state farm workers has increased by 90 per cent.

Major steps have been taken during these years in the field of
pensions and social insurance for collective farmers. To be more
specific, I shall cite the following figures: in 1977 pensions and
allowances paid to collective farmers from the central national fund
exceeded the sum of 4,000 million roubles, over four times more
than in 1965. There is no need to prove how important these
measures are, measures which concern millions of people, particular-
ly those who have devoted all their lives and their labour to the
common cause of developing and strengthening the collective farm
system.

The rise in the level of the material wellbeing, culture and
everyday life of the rural population is a noteworthy feature of
our time. Here are general data on this score. From 1965 to 1977
the total income of a collective farm family rose by 80 per cent.
In the same period per capita commodity sales in the countryside
rose from 222 roubles to 492 roubles a year, or more than doubled.
State and collective farm investments in non-production projects,
that is to say, mostly in the social sphere, exceeded 40,000 million
roubles in these years. This is three-quarters of all the investments
made in the entirc history of the Soviet state.
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The task of the Party is to pay unflagging attention to and
display constant concern for the further gro“"th of the Iavm.g stan-
dards of agricultural workers and for continually increasing the
amenities of our villages. : g

The final production results are the main criterion of all econom-
ic activity. What are these results in agriculture?

I shall begin, as usual, with gross output. In the past seven years
(1971-1977) the average yearly volume of gross output rz_eachea
116,000 million roubles as against 81,400 million r?uoles in the
years preceding the March Plenary Meeting. The per-hectare yields
and the output of all crops increased. This may be seen from the
following table.

Gross oulput and produetivity of crops
{annual average for all categories of farms)

I Produetivity

Gross output ;
{centners * per hectare)

{million lons)

: | -
1959-1965 ‘ 1971-1977 | 1959-1985 | 1971-1977

Grain 128.1 ‘ 189.6 l 10.3 151
Raw cotion 484 7.9 20.6 20
Sugar beet ‘ ‘

{indusirial) ! 56.8 | 81.9 | 168 | 229
Sunflower seeds 4,62 586 | 104 | 12.9
Flax fibre ! i
(thousand tons} : 404 466 26 | 3.8
Potatoes I 82.7 88.2 | 094 f 114
Other vegetables 18.5 233 | 113 | 14

* One centner equais 100 kg.-Ed.

Favourable trends could be observed in the development_ of
animal husbandry as well. The average annual gross output of live-
stock products over the same period increased by 45 per cent. The
number and productivity of livestock at collective and state Earmg
increased. The output of meat increased from an average _of
9,200,000 tons in 1959-1965 to 14 million tons in 1971-1977, milk
from 63,900,000 to 88,800,000 tons respectively, and eggs rose to
53,500 million, an increase of 90 per cent.

These figures show the results of the great amount f)f work
being energetically done today to intensify livestock farming. But
we must take even more radical measures to speed up progress
in this field. Rl \ _

Agriculture has a great role to play in the p.ractzca.ll 1mplem§n-
tation of the Party’s general policy aimed at SLLbstantially_ raising
the people’s standard of living. If we assess the results achieved in
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this field from this viewpoint, it will be quite clear that the living

standards of Soviet people are steadily rising, including as regards

the extent to which we are meeting their most vital needs, that is
their need of foodstuffs and consumer goods.

I have in front of me an official report from the USSR Central
Statistical Board. It says, for instance, that sales of meat products
to the population through the state and cooperative trade network
almost doubled from 1965 to 1977 and rose to an average of 10 mil-
lion tons a year. Sales of milk also almost doubled, that is, they
rose from 15,400,000 tons to 30 million tons, of butter from 702,000
to 1,276,000 tons, sales of eggs rose from 10,300 million to 34,000
million, that is to say, more than trebled, sales of vegetables rose
by 59 per cent and of fruit and gourds by 40 per cent. Sales of all
other farm products also increased.

Per capita consumption of products is an important, although
not the sole, index of living standards. We have made progress in
this field too. Per capita consumption of meat and meat products
despite a population growth of 28 million rose by 16 kg and
amounted to 57 kg in 1977,

Consumption of milk and dairy products, of eggs, vegetables,
gourds and fruit has noticeably grown. Consumption of cereal pro-
ducts and potatoes is steadily falling, a fact which testifies to the
improved diet of the population. The consumption of non-food pro-
ducts made of agricultural raw materials, such as cotton, woollen
and flax fabrics, has also been steadily growing.

This situation is encouraging but does not make us complacent.
We are well aware that there is much room for improvement in
this field. The Politbureau of the Central Committee and the Govern
ment are aware of this and never relax their efforts to meet the
growing needs of the Soviet people to a fuller extent.

II. Raise in Every Possible Way the Level of
Agricultural Production

Comrades, the results we have achieved and the experience we
have gained in managing agriculture under present-day conditions
convincingly confirm the scientific soundness and vitality of the
Leninist agrarian policy pursued by the CPSU. One may draw the
logical conclusion that the policy formulated by the March 1965
Plenary Meeting of the CPSU Central Committee and elaborated
at subsequent plenary meetings and congresses must be continued.

The main task we set for agriculture is to achieve the com-
prehensive and dynamic development of all its sectors and to ensure
stable supplies of foodstuffs and agricultural raw materials for the
country, so that the growth in their production will secure a further
substantial rise in the people’s standard of living. Simultaneously
we must redouble our efforts in tackling the task of obliterating
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distinctions between the material, cultural and living conditions in
town and country.

To this end in 1981-1985 we must ensure an annual average
grain harvest of from 238 to 243 million tons and by 1990 increase
it to an average of one ton per capita. Meat production sho_uld
increase to 19,500,000 tons by the end of the next five-year penoc_i.
The output of milk and eggs must be substantially increased. This
will make it possible to increase per capita consumption of the
most valuable foodstuffs and to come much closer to sgientiﬁca]ly
rational norms by the end of the 11th Five-Year Plan period.

I would like to emphasise that we have set fairly high targets
for the output of major agricultural products and for their absolute
rates of growth in the next five-year period. We must a_lso ensure
a growth in the material and technical resources of agriculture in
order to have a firm basis for attaining those targets.

This applies above all to capital investments. We must firmly
adhere to the Party’s fundamental policy of steadily increasing cap-
ital investments in agriculture. Consequently, their share in the
overall volume of resources allocated for the development of the
country’s economy under the 11th Five-Year Plan must not be lower
than the one achieved. The State Planning Committee of the USSR
must take this into account in drawing up the new five-year plan.

Comrades, although today’s plenary meeting is concerned with
agriculture, we always remember the leading role of our industr}‘r.
We are investing in it and shall continue to invest as much as it
needs. _

The experience of past years shows that the capacity of the
industries servicing the countryside must be increased at a faster
pace. So the new five-year plan must make adequate allocations
for the development of agricultural machine-building, of the pro-
duction of fertilizer and chemical plant-protection agents, of tbe
processing industry and everything related to the' agr_o-industnal
complex. This approach fully corresponds to the directives of the
25th Congress of the Party.

Our task in the next five-year period is to complete the com-
prehensive mechanisation of the cultivation of all major crops and
to raise much higher the level of mechanisation in livestock farm-
ing. To this end we must continue to do everything to increase th_e
supplies of tractors, lorries, combine harvesters and all other agri-
cultural machines to the farms. The output of tractors and lorries
in this country is growing and agriculture must receive a substan-
tial portion of this increase. .

Simultaneously we shall have to tackle in a more radical way
the problem of the quality of farm machinery. You know that
shortcomings in this field were criticised at the Octobe;r_ 1976 E_’le-
nary Meeting of the Central Committee. But the position is im-
proving slowly. The production continues of outmoded modelslof
tractors and of many other types of machines for crop cultivation
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and livestock breeding, which do not meet modern standards ir
terms of‘ productivity, economy and reliability. There is still a seri
ous lag in the production of sets of machinery for loading tractors

and for the introduction of new technology. So the plans for the

remaning years of the current five-year plan and for the 1981-1985

period .»;I?ould envisage a number of large-scale measures to rwi:-

the technical level of agricultural machine-building il
3 amnliee 5l re all x F %

Theri}'?il:k Lligytf;{r;u‘;ltf;?;’LCC;iii?c:iietz‘?ldszzii,:m‘e. ?: yactop pl‘oducliqlrlz

: PI ate farms with the most effi
cient and powerful tractors with the necessary sets of mounted and
trailed machines and implements. Here we attach great imjg o;‘t'-:cn‘f"-
to speeding up the retooling of the Volgograd, Pavlodar andpL‘ tL;
tractor plants. ’ ; i
w—fn the izel_d of 'com‘umc h:arvestel_' production we shall have to

ake urgent steps to modernise grain harvesters manufactured at

SO\ilC‘t piants_m order to rectify faults in their design and increase
tlhcn.: productivity. In the next few vears we also must begin pro--.
duction of more powerful combine harvesters of improved “designs
taking into account foreign know-how. Particular importance q‘iulavld’
be attached to increasing the output of self-propelled. and i:rail.ed
Irg:zz;z and machines for gathering the non-grain part of the

An important trend in agricultural machine-building is to ensure
the fu!.{ mechanisation of fodder production. Plants making fodder
h.arvesgmg and processing machines must be modernised and new

powerful enterprises built, involving other industries in this i
St g ofher industr s in this im-

The proflenl of transportation of agricultural produce remains
very acute. The volume of such traffic is steadily growing while
the lorry fleet in the countryside is expanding s‘lswly Moreover,
farrns: as a rule receive lorries that are not specially ciesiéned for
carrying farm produce. However difficult, the problem of trnnqp;)rt
for the countryside must be tackled in a radical way. Sf-:ciﬁr;z*ﬂ\'
we must organise the production of high-capacity and f:r.;ocinl—l“-‘u‘;i
pose lorries for agriculture. i W .

_ J.here are many other questions involved in the further mecha
nisation of agriculture. It is impossible fo report on them all in
detail to the plenary meeting. At the same time, it is q.uitc clear
that industrialisation of farming is one of our major tasks We
have to bear in mind that in terms of fixed assets per worker and
power supply per worker agriculture is still lagging considerably
behind industry. 3 . i

Du‘rlng preparations for the plenary meeting the CPSU Central
Commt_ttec made a thorough study of all this and adopted two
resolutions which we believe to be very important on r1‘1'1@.&1%1:1'(3;;
for the further development of comprehensive mechanisation‘ and
supply to collective and state farms of highly efficient .cquimn‘cn‘;
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and machinery for crop cultivation, livestock breeding and fodder
pmduction. You have received these resolutions.

We must continue to increase our insistence on improving the
use of all the machinery supplied to agriculture. We must not tole-
vate a situation where many collective and state farms do not
observe the rules for the operation and storage of machinery. Many
machines stand idle because of inadequate repair and maintenance.
Many machines wear out and are discarded prematurely. There is
no proper order in accounting and consumption of fuel and lubri-
cants. There is a sl

hortage of machine operators and the coefficient
of the shift operation of tractors is low. All this increases produc-
tion costs and is very detrimental to the collective and state farm
economy and to the country as a whole.

Last year the CPSU Central Committee and the Council of Min-
isters of the USSR adopted a special resolution on improving the
use of farm machinery. The Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry
of Water Conservancy, Soyuzselkhoztekhnika, all local economic
and government agencies and Party and other public organisations
must work more vigorously to carry out the measures outlined in
that resolition.

Among the measures aimed at intensifying agricultural produc-
Hon most serious attention should be given to further developing
the production of mineral fertiliser and of means of plant protec-
tion. No rapid growth can be achieved in agricultural production
without this. It would be wrong to say that our chemical industry
is not sufficiently advanced. On the contrary, we may take pride in
the fact that in a short space of time our country has built up a
powerful indusiry for chemicalisation of agriculture. The chemical
industry can now tackle bigger tasks.

Taking account of the planned output of crops and livesteck
products, the deliveries of mineral fertiliser to farms in the next
five-year period are expected to amount to 135-140 million tons
and of fodder additives to seven million tons. But gquantity is not
the only thing that matters. Emphasis should be laid on improving
the guality of preducts., The increase of capacity and growth in the
production of mineral fortiliser should be mainly ensured by an
increase in the output of phosphate, concentrated and compound
fertilisers. A more effective solution should be found for the prob-
lem of lime production, particularly for the needs of the non-black-
earth zone.

Special mention should be made of herbicides and pesticides.
Their supply still fails to meet the demands of agriculture. The
output is exceptionally low and the range is limited in the produc-
tion of herbicides for the treatment of plantations of rice, sugar
beet, potatoes, cotton and vegetables. No herbicides for soy beans
and sunflower are being produced at all. This is leading to sub-
stantial losses in agriculture. This situation should be rectified. We
must work out a state programme for herbicides, plan research in
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this field, build production capacities and also extend the produc.-
tion and application of microbiological means of plant protection

We are doing everything to increase the supplies of minera)
fertiliser to farms. At the same time, we must be more exacting
towards farm managers and agricultural agencies as regards the
use of mineral fertilisers, as well as the maximum accumulation
and introduction into the soil of organic fertilisers,

Great losses and even the spoiling of fertilisers are tolerated at
many collective and state farms, the agrochemical rules for their
use are ignored and, what is most important, we are still not getting
the proper benefit. A role of no small importance in all this ic
played by the disparateness and insufficient effectiveness of th,
agrochemical service. The country still has virtually no uniform,
scientifically-organised system of agrochemical service. In some
places the use of chemicals is dealt with by Selkhoztekhnika, in others
by inter-farm associations, while in certain places matters are left
to follow their own course. To introduce order into such an im
portant business, it is expedient to make the agrochemical service
both centrally and locally part of the system of agricultural bodies,
handing over to them the whole production basis established for
this purpose.

Far more attention

should be paid to farm aviation, which
already today is playing a

significant role in the drive for increased
crop yields. It is carrying out more than 30 per cent of all the
work in the use of chemicals. This is a promising trend and our
task is to develop and strengthen the material and technical basis
of farm aviation,

Land improvement should be promoted as persistently as ever.
The central task here should be the better use of ameliorated land
together with the overcoming of the lag which arose in its deve
ment. Harvests raised on irrigated land often differ
from the results of dry farming. This is inadmissible. Large sums
are invested in land improvement, a sufficiently powerful production
basis has been set up and more cadres have been trained. This en-
titles us to demand that agricultural and irrigation workers should
secure a high return of produce from irrigated and drained lands. In
future only comprehensive development of newly ameliorated areas
must be ensured. Wherever possible, such areas should be concen-
trated in specialised farms or inter-farm associations so that really
effective farming can be organised.

Our science should make a big contribution to solving the tasks
of the further development of agriculture. Shortly after the 25th Con-
gress of the Party measures were drawn up with the extensive
ticipation of scientists for enhancing the effectiveness of :
science and strengthening its
which the CPSU Central Com
on this question defines the
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lop-
only slightly

mittee and the Government adopted
main directions along which science

hould develop with the aim of bringing about an upsurge in agr
shou ‘ '
Cunurii-av I wish only to stress that we should pay ever mcreas‘ilg
tei‘;cl{ to scientiﬁc' research institutions, to ob{am great;:;l'ert;sltmﬂ
o i rk in every ible way to improve
- work and in every poss i r ; :
frorl{ofilﬁélt_ the achievements of science into production by lpru;’a?l:g_
fituf:tr: a good planned basis. It is very zmpofl‘taénF thai r:)cgt 1?12 }US%R
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country’s meat resources. Much has been done in recent
duce advanced technology in the production of pork.
been set up at state farms and
d on an inter-farm basis. The experience of their
industrial methods of pork

roduction makes 1t possible to increase the gains in weight and

ghaping the
ears to intro
Large pigbreeding enterprises have
collective farms an
pperation shows that going over to

veduce the fattening periods, and to produce pork with minimum
expenditure of fodder, labour and money. Within the bounds of our
possibilities we must continue to create such enterprises anew oOr
on the basis of modernising existing farms and steadily to put
pigbreeding on an industrial basis.

But I would like once again to sound a warning against making
mistakes. In promoting this trend, it would be wrong to slacken
our attention to pork production at non-specialised farms. Many
of them have a good basis for this and the skilled staff they need,
and they can fatten pigs not only on grain but also on potatoes,
root vegetables and other succulent and green fodder. All this has
to be used thriftily with the aim of increasing meat production
and obtaining litters both for public needs and for sale to the
population.

As you know, an extensive decision was recently taken on de-
veloping poultry farming. It opens up great possibilities for
augmenting meat resources. The intention is to about double the
proportion of poultry meat in total meat production. Until recently
priority in poultry farming was given to egg production and the
problem of supplying the population with eggs has in the main
been solved. The assets 1n this sector are now being concentrated
on increasing the production of broiler meat. Large enterprises
for raising chickens, ducks, turkeys and geese will be put into
operation in the next few years. At the same time, a good deal can
also be done at the existing mechanised poultry farms by modernis-
ing them and expanding their capacities. Wider use must also be
made of the possibilities of raising broilers on the basis of co-
operation between mechanised poultry farms and collective and
state farms, as is being done in the Crimean and Dniepropetrovsk
regions and in the Krasnodar Territory.

Attention should be paid to the large reserves in sheep farming.
There have been some Successes in developing this sector—the head
of livestock has grown, its quality has improved, and the production
and purchase of wool, goat’s hair and karakul pelts have increased.
But in several republics and regions sheep farming is growing very
slowly, whereas in the non-black-carth zone of the RSFSR and in
certain areas of the Ukraine, Byelorussia, Moldavia and the Baltic
republics it is being curtailed altogether. This is wrong, a mistake.
All the conditions exist in our country for producing more, much
more mutton, wool, sheepskins and furs and for more fully meeting
the country’s needs of these products.



We should continue to obtain the bulk of our mutton and wool
from pasture grazing. It is precisely sheep farming that makes it
possible for us to use the enormous expanses of our steppe and
semi-desert pasture lands with the greatest return. It is therefore
necessary to take more energetic steps to strengthen the production
basis of sheep farms and to continue the work of irrigating and
improving pastures. It is especially important to create renewable
reserve stocks of fodder in these areas.

There should be a different approach to developing sheep farm-
ing in areas with much arable land. Here wider use must be made
of industrial technology both in the maintenance of sheep and in
fodder production. In this respect the Stavropol Territory, the Ros-
tov, Yaroslavl and Belgorod regions and the Mari Autonomous
Republic have useful experience,

A great deal of work faces us in further increasing milk pro-
duction. Though quite great progress has been made in this direc-
tion in recent years, the quality indices of the sector remain low,
Milk yields are rising slowly, there are cases of barrenness and
there is virtually no reduction in the specific expenditure of labour
and fodder, and consequently no lowering of production costs. Spe
cial attention should be paid to this aspect of the work of dairy
farms. It is intended to raise milk yields at collective and state
farms in the near future to an average for the country of at least
3,000 kg, while in arcas of advanced dairy farming, where yields
of 3,000-3,500 kg arc already being received, the task is to reach
a target of 4,000-5000 kg of milk.

At a time when livestock farming is being steadily intensified
and is being put on an industrial footing, the importance of selec-
tion and breeding pedigree stock ig growing immeasurably. The
Ministry of Agriculture and the All-Union Lenin Academy of Agri-
cultural Sciences have considerable work to do in creati
breeds, strains and hybrids of animals and improving existing ones,
in expanding the network of stockbreeding farms and using to
better purpose the resources of highly productive cattle and poultry.,

Reviewing the measures being taken to develop collectively-
owned livestock farming, I wish to underline once more that we
should also care for the individual holdings of collective farmers,
workers and employees. This is an important source of augmenting
food resources. The new Constitution of the USSR says that the
state and collective farms provide assistance to citizens in working
their small holdings. The subsidiary farms of industrial enterprises,
public catering establishments and other organisations should also
play a useful role in improving supplies.

In order to augment food resources we must concern ourselves
more specifically with fish production by making better use
local stretches of water. There
here. It would be useful if the
out measures for developing

ng new

of
are virtually boundless possibilities

appropriate bodies were to work
fish farming on a nationwide scale.
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you well know, the 25th Congress of the Party

that in the next few years collective and state farms will extend
their sowing and increase their yields of grain legumes and u‘
producing crops, alfalfa, clover and rape. For supplying pel.‘;:m\;i.‘
grass seed to areas of the country where grcn-‘ing‘jt presents p--o‘-“.
lems, it has been thought best to organise the production of seed
especially of alfalfa, at specialised farms and associations situated
mainly on irrigated and other reclaimed lands. & X
2i :.J’-Ei f'-.'G'_-E-kIHO\\«',\ a decision on soya was adopted recently. We
regard it as a first step in organising the large-scale production o
this valuable crop. The possibilities for expanding the area unde:
soya, especially on irrigated lands, must be explo;ed and the tech-
nology of cultivation perfected. : -

Our chemical industry workers and workers in the micro-bio-
logical, pulp-and-paper, fishing, meat-and-dairy, food, medical and
several other industries must make their contribution to L:LQFx*i11r"
the problem of protein. Appropriate assignments ' Vgiven
to them and capital investments allocated.

We are secking to ensure that all the grain which goes to meet
the needs of stockbieeding is given as cattle feed that hamT been
treated and balanced. To this end the swifter developmﬁﬁlt both
o‘f the state-owned mixed feeds industry and of mixed feeds pr:j
duction at state and collective farms and inter-farm enterprises is
envisaged. I
o E{ﬂcrc‘ '!t must be noted that an e_lbsolute‘z_‘,-' 1g tendency may
be o .selyed in several places. Certain leaders at farm, district and
even regional level do not pay due attention toc increasing the pro
c’a'_lct§0n cf hay, haylage, silage and root crops and ‘-.mpi‘obvinc} their
quality. They try to make up for fodder shortages by using concen-
trates, often at the expense of grain from state reserves. As a Irusu’t
the expenditure of grain for feeding livestock increases e’(ce'w'-;i'v:el;f
while the use of other kinds of fodder even declines. RO ‘,

The responsibility of staff for supplying fodder to stockbreeding
farms must be enhanced. This index should be one of the main
yardgticks in evaluating work on the farm. Special attentioﬁ must
be given to how well-stocked the farms are with their own feeds
in summing up the results of socialist emulation and determining
incentives for executives and specialists. h

The Politbureau of the Central Committee attaches great im-
portance to measures relating to fodder production. The need for
establishing modern fodder production as a specialised branch of
the national economy has now become absolutely clear. It is a
matter of great national significance. A proper 5Dpr0a¢h to this
branch of industry must accordingly be devised, “efficient fodder
production planning must be introduced and plan targets .qiven
material and technological backing. o

We always pay exceptional attention to grain production. As
‘ 25 vy designated grain
production a top priority sector of work. In the first two years

are being given
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of the five-year period the average annual grain harvest stood at
209,600,000 tons against the target of 210 million tons. Yet there
is still a shortage of grain, especially feed grain. The demand
it is growing more rapidly than production. The great variati
in gross grain output in particular years adversely affect sto
breeding.

The proposed measures I have reported above for promotin
the greater use of machinery and chemicals, as well as land
clamation, make it possible to produce grain more stably and to
raise the yields of grain crops every year. This is the main road.
The task being posed is to raise grain yields to a national average
of 20 centners per hectare in the next five-year period, while for
such areas as the North Caucasus, the Ukraine, Moldavia, Byelorus-
sia, the Baltic republics and some other places it will be feasible
to attain grain yields of from 35 to 40 centners or more per hectare.

Fuller use shotld also be made of such a reserve as extending
the area under grain crops in certain regions. This particularly
applies to the non-black-earth zone where it is possible to expand
the arca under grain crops at the expense of less productive annual
grasses and other crops.

Even more attention has to be paid to cultivating millet, buck-
wheat, rye and maize for grain production. A number of farms
are obviously underrating these crops.

The entire arsenal of agrotechnical methods must now be di-
vected towards obtaining maximum grain yields, raising soil fertility
and improving farming standards, all potentialities and reserves
should be utilised and the work of local Party, government and
agricultural bodies, farm managers, specialists and rank-and-file
workers at state and collective farms must be geared to this task.

T shall now dwell on questions of further advancement in certain
other branches of farm production, whose output is meant to satisfy
the growing needs of the country.

A great deal of work has to be done in growing beet. Recently
we adopted a detailed decision on this question, with which you
are obviously already acquainted. In the next five-year period a
considerable increase in gross sugar-beet output is planned on the
basis of higher yields to be obtained by using new techniques.

The capacities of sugar refineries are to be expanded, making
it possible to shorten the sugar refining season and lower the sugar
losses during storage and processing.

On the instructions of the Central Committee of the Party the
USSR Council of Ministers in conjunction with local authorities is
also working out special programmes for producing more sun-
flower seed, cotton, potatoes, fruit and vegetables.

In the 11th Five-Year Plan period a sharp increase in sunflower
seed production must be achieved, The yields of this crop must be
raised, seed losses during harvesting be eliminated, storage and
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processing facilities more vigorously developed and the deterioration
of produce prevented.

By the efforts of the Party and the state and by the selfless
work of cotton growers and land-reclamation workers the country
has created a reliable base for steadily increasing cotton production.
The volume of production should continue to rise in the future. But
the question now is not simply one of the quantitative indices of
growth. The key task is to improve the quality of output and to
expand in every way the production of fine-fibre varieties. High
quality is the chief concern of all the country’s cotton growers.

More attention has to be paid to such produce as potatoes and
vegetables. I mean not only the need to produce more. Production
is increasing, though not so rapidly as one would like. Speaking
of vegetables, the most important thing here, I believe, is to com-
plete the conversion of vegetable growing to irrigation as soon as
possible, to reduce harvest losses, ensure the high quality of produce
and improve the processing and storage facilities. To improve the
supply of vegetables in winter, it is alsoc very important to expand
the production of wvegetables by building hothouses and hotbeds,

drawing here on the experience of Moscow, Leningrad and other
cities.

The practice of many of our regions, territories and republics
and the experience of sccialist countrics show that the task of
supplying potatoes and vegetables can most successfully be solved
on the basis of new organisational forms-—self-supporting associa-
tions, including specialised farms for producing them and enter-
prises for their storage and treatment. In the light of this we must
ask the USSR Council of Ministers to submit proposals for institut-
ing such an organisation in the immediate future.

An important role in our plans is assigned to the non-black-
earth zone of the Russian Federation. One may note with satisfac-
tion that the implementation of the comprehensive programme for
the transformation of the agricuture of this vast area is beginning
to have a positive effect on the growth of production and the im-
provement of the working and living conditions of the farm work-
ers. But the work to develop the non-black-earth zone has still not
acquired the scope and efficiency needed for successful accomplish-
ment of the given tasks.

Judging by the results of the first two years of the five-year
period, there is a lag in fulfilling targets for land reclamation, for
improving soil fertility and creating a constructional base for pro-
duction, housing, social and cultural needs. Little has been done
to advance the building of roads. Work is proceeding slowly in
moving families from small inhabited localities to well-appointed
scttlements. The expansion of capacities at plants of the flax proces-
sing, food and meat-and-dairy industries is falling short of plan
targets. Obviously, not all the staff of central, republican and local
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agencies have grasped the economic and political importance of
solving the problems of the non-black-earth zone. _ :

The ministries and departments responsible for conducting oper-
ations in the non-black-earth zone, as well as Party, government
and economic bodies must do everything pcssib'i‘c:tc overcome the
lag and in future to reach on schedule th_c targets for the full range
of measures for transforming the agriculture of this area. The
11th Five-Year Plan will also, of course, pay due attention to the
problems of the non-black-earth zone. i

Recently, as you know, I made a trip to areas of Siberia and
the Far East. I must say frankly that I was deep]y‘ impressed by it.
T had an opportunity to meet and talk with working people, Party
activists and economic executives and to see at close quarters the
work involved in the all-round development o.‘_nat}lral resources
and the advancement of the productive forces of ‘thls vast region
which is playing an increasing role in the country's economy.

You know that an appropriate resolution on the results of the
trip has been passed and that the necessary assignments have t?een
given. I would like now to touch only on some aspects _ol't agricul-
tural production in Siberia and the Far East. The point is that the
problems of this branch have not yet been given their due place
in the set of measures to develop the economy of that zone. Great
sums have to be spent on importing farm products, many of which
could successfully be grown locally. T think the situation must be
rectified so that the needs of the population for meat, milk, eggs.
vegetables, potatoes and other such products may be met by local
production to the maximum possible extent. :

Comrades, at this plenary meeting we are defining the main
obiectives in the development of agricultural production for the
future. Our immediate task now is to concentrate all our efforts
on the fulfilment and maximum overfulfilment of the targets of the
Tenth Five-Year Plan. Despite the increase in the output of crop
and livestock farming, the targets for the first two years of the five-
year period, both for the total volume of gross output and for
particular items, have not been fully met. '

Every year we are allocating more and more capital 1’nvestments
and material resources for developing agriculture. But it must be
said that not everywhere are these investments yielding proper
returns in the form of output. In the last two years gross fam
production was less than planned in several regions of th(? Russaa_n
Federation, the Ukraine and Kazakhstan, and in Moldavia, Latvia
and Kirghizia. There are regions which registered a very small
increase in output or even reduced its volume. Among them are thg
Tambov, Oryol, Lipetsk, Chelyabinsk, Odessa, Pavlodar and Turgai
regions, to mention but a few.

The Krasnoyarsk Territory and the Penza, Kurgan anf‘l Ural re-
gions are in fact marking time as regards grain crop yields. The
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output of sugar beet remains at a low level at many collective and
state farms in the central black earth zone.

The Rostov, Chita, Taldy-Kurgan and East Kazakhstan region:
and the Altai Territory did not make full use of available opportu
nities for producing meat and failed to fulfil their plans for meat
sales to the state. Milk yields at collective and state farms in the

Kemerovo, Ulyanovsk, Zhitomir and Minsk regions virtually did
not rise in these years. The productivity of livestock remains low
as before and the task of meeting the population’s needs of meat
and dairy products through their own production is being solved
slowly in Transcaucasian and Central Asian republics.

If one takes the data for other products, there too not all have
worked equally and as hard as they should. This can be seen from
the materials of the Central Statistical Board specially prepared for
the Central Committee’'s plenary meeting and circulated among its
participants. The heads of regiomns, territories and republics should
critically analyse these indices, compare their own performances
with those of their neighbours who have a higher level of produc-
tion and procurement of products, and draw the necessary conclu-
sions.

The shortfall in the output of products during the first two
years of the five-year period should be made up for and measures
taken to ensurc that the assignments set by the CPSU’s 25th Con
gress are fulfilled without fail. The conditions for this are good.
One may say with great satisfaction that the springtime test has
been passed successfully—spring sowing was carried out at the right
time and at a high level of guality. Matters are improving in the
sphere of livestock breeding. The wintering of animals proceeded
normally. As compared with last year, more meat and eggs have
been produced and the cattle and pouliry stock of all kinds has
grown. I would say that on the whole the situation is shaping up
favourably.

But ahead of us, comrades, lies the most responsible period-
harvest time. The main task is to prepare the material and technical
basis in good time and in a comprehensive way, to harvest the
crops in the shortest possible time and without losses. It is neces-
sary to make maximum possible use of the ample opportunities
offered by the summer season for further boosting the output of
stockbreeding products. What is really important is to build up reli-
able stocks of high-quality fodder for the forthcoming wintering
of animals.

It is a no less important task to see to it that every kilogramme
of produce reaches the consumer. In this field much will depend on
the efficient, well-coordinated and conscientious work of procure
ment, trade and transport organisations, of processing enterprises
and of all those through whose hands pass the valuable products
needed by the people and gained by hard work.
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I1I. Questions of Collective Farm and State Farm
Economics

Comrades, the securing of stable and well-adjusted economic
relations in agriculture and also between branches of the agro-
industrial complex plays an exceptionally important role in solving
the problems of boosting agricultural production. Following the
March 1965 Plenary Meeting of the Central Committee, as I have
already said, considerable work was done in this direction.

But life does not stand still. In recent years, as a result of
tremendous efforts by the Party and the people, productive forces
in the countryside have risen to a new level, the scale of pro-
duction at collective and state farms has increased, the socialisation
and division of Izbour have further developed and economic ties
between branches of the agro-industrial complex have expanded
and become more complex. All these far-reaching changes call for
further improvements in the economic machinery. This concerns
questions of planning, incentives, strengthening the self-supporting
basis and improving the relations between all branches of the agro-
industrial complex.

I wish, first of all, to deal with planning—a major lever in
the management of agricultural production. Of late, apart from
fixed plans, what are called total volumes of purchases and various
additional assignments have begun to be set. A plurality of plans
has, in effect, appeared. Here and there the practice has been
revived of amending them frequently and groundlessly. This detracts
from the mobilising role of plans, it has an adverse effect on the
organisation of production and economic activity, and it gives little
stimulus to the effort to boost production further. This situaticn
should be remedied. In the next five-year plan pericd a single
plan of purchases of farm produce should be drawn up for republics,
territories and regions, districts, collective farms and state farms for
the full five years with a breakdown into yearly plans.

At the same time the incentives should be improved for farms
achieving high indices in the growth of production and sale of
products to the state. There are various proposals on this score.
Questions of further improving the system of incentives for selling
farm produce should, evidently, be studied thoroughly with the
broad participation of the workers themselves and with the en-
listment of the services of scientific institutions so as to draft
within, say, a year’s time specific proposals for the Council of
Ministers of the USSR to examine and submit to the CPSU Central
Committee for consideration. Principles of planning and incentives
should be worked out such as will create more favourable condi-
tions for expanded reproduction at the present stage, improve the
rationality of plans and ensure the elimination of a subjective ap-
proach to drawing up plans that still exists locally.
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1 calamities is to be raised with 1,000 million
from the state budget being made available for this pur-

aused by natura
,gubles

se.
pe You know that in 1972 and in 1975 on account of an unprece-
ed drought collective and state farms in many areas of the

dent : , : :
country found themselves in exceptionally difficult circumstances,
which could not but affect their economies and lead to consider-

able indebtedness. So in order to improve the economies of these
farms it has been deemed necessary to write off collective and
state farm debts under loans from the State Bank to the sum of
7,300 million roubles and to defer for a period of 12 years repay-
ment of credits totalling 4,000 million roubles.

There is also the question of pensions for collective farmers.
The CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers
took a decision to advance the time schedules for implementing the
95th Party Congress's measures to improve the pension scheme
for collective farmers. The raising of collective farmers’ minimum
pension by 40 per cent from January 1, 1980, is envisaged. In the

next five-year period it will evidently be necessary to bring it up

to the level of industrial and office workers.
The steps we intend to take to strengthen the collective and

state farms economically involve, of course, additional state spend-
ing. But they open up new possibilities for the more rapid growth
of collective and state farm production and it may be said with
confidence they will be more than recouped by the extra grain,
meat, milk and other farm produce contributed to the resources
of the state.

But here I should like to say once again that the returns in
agriculture are not yet sufficient, compared with the investments.
And all of us, from the Central Committee and its departments,
above all, the agricultural depariment, as well as the USSR Council
of Ministers, the Planning Committee, the Ministry of Agriculture
and other agricultural bodies, to Party and local government execu-
tives at all levels, should be fully aware of this. The task of
making better use of material and financial resources at the collec-
tive and state farms, and of increasing the efficiency of agricultural
production in present conditions should be given top priority. For
this purpose a still more vigorous drive for economy and thrifti-
ness, for lower production costs and against instances of misman-
agement and squandering must be launched in all economic sectors
from top to bottom. Only in this way can efficient utilisation of
the countryside’s existing economic potential be achieved.

As preparations were being made for the plenary meeting, sev-
eral questions arose relating 1o improving the management of agri-
cultural production. These concerned enhancing the role and res-
ponsibility and extending the rights and duties of the USSR
Ministry of Agriculture and agricultural bodies in republics, terri-
tories, regions and districts; they concerned Soyuzselkhoztekhnika,

161

11—644



;Jég‘almsm% betteﬁ supplies and improving production and technical

rices for collective and state farm ] i s
es s. These questions deser

examination and are very im t f R o

; important for raising the effici

work. The USSR Council ini B b sepotlics
il of Ministers, togeth rith i

‘ : her with the republics

should examine all these matters, formulate the necessary pprog}-:'

sals and submit them to the CPSU Central Committee.,

IV. Greater Activity and Efficiency in Promoting
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able experience in this respect, proven in practice, is available in
Moldavia and other parts of the country. ‘

Apart from the output of farm produce inter-farm cooperation

is also being introduced in all other spheres of life in the couniry-
side.
Well-considered organisation of this important work makes it
ossible to attain at less cost and in less time the targets the Party
is setting agriculture. But we must remember that this is no easy
task. In organisational, scientific, technical and economic terms it
i undoubtedly far more complicated than, say. the enlargement
of collective farms, that is to say, something we have done in the
recent past.

Implementing the course we have taken in this matter requires
day-to-day attention, specific guidance and detailed analysis of the
actual results. The Party’s policy of achieving the specialisation and
concentration of farm production does not at all mean slackening
attention to particular branches in the collective and state farms,
and especially not their curtailment. That would harm the national
economy.

Inter-farm cooperation and the intensification of collective and
state farm production are the sole and the most effective way
of increasing the output of agricultural produce. Unfortunately,
there are facts on record when the necessary conclusions have not
been drawn from the Central Committee’s warnings on this question,
reductions in the head of livestock and even the closures of whole
farms have been allowed. The main question in conducting work on
specialisation and concentration is to give it profound thought, to do
things in a rational scientific way and achieve high efficiency of pro-
duction.

At the same time we cannot help being worried by the fact that
work to implement the Central Committee’s resolution is not yet in
full swing everywhere. If we examine the root of shortcomings and
negative phenomena in the work for the specialisation and concentra-
tion of agricultural production, it is not hard to see that the main
thing here, evidently, is that there are many people among our
cadres who have not yet grasped either the vital necessity or the
profound meaning of all this work. Some interpret in their own
way the Central Committee’s warning against haste in this under-
taking. They have taken this to mean that the work can be stretched
over many years. This is a mistake! The resolution is speaking not
of schedules, but of the quality of work. To do a thing well does not
mean to take a long time doing it.

Inter-farm cooperation is a big and complicated objective pro-
cess. Tt cannot be held back, nor must it be hastened. The work
should be conducted in a planned way, with careful consideration
being given to it, in conjunction with other measures for the inten-
sification of agricultural production. It is, of course, a voluntary
undertaking, and we shall strictly adhere to this principle. But

= 163



voluntariness and laissez-faire are not closely related but diamet.
rically opposed.

I have some hard words for particular Union bodies and above
all for the USSR Ministry of Agriculture and the USSR State Plar
ning Committee. They have not yet become centres for coordinat-
ing and directing all the work for the specialisation and concen-
tration of agricultural production in the country. Narrow depar
mental positions are not infrequently adopted by some top execu
tives of ministries and departments, particularly in the food and
meat-and-dairy industries. Instead of vigorously working hand i
hand with agricultural bodies in developing production cooperation
they are slowing down this progressive process and occasionally,
to put it mildly, are not advising their own farms to join in inter
farm cooperation, or are seeking to set up separate associations,

These are the most essential conclusions and remarks that have
to be taken into account in further work to implement the CPSU
Central Committee’s resolution. At the same time, as experience
shows, more specific recommendations are needed on certain basic
aspects of the work being dome. Particular attention and serious
treatment should be given to choosing the best organisational forms
of specialisation and concentration on the basis of inter-farm co-
operation and agro-industrial integration when applied to different
branches and trends in farming. We do not need just any kind of
association, but those that really raise to a new level the socialist
socialisation of production and labour, are based on the latest achieve-
ments in science, engineering and technology, ensure the highest
productivity and produce the maximum low-cost output.

Our own practical experience offers a great variety of forms.
What must be done is to examine them thoroughly and select the
most suitable and effective ones for each particular branch.

In general, comrades, we should be more active in putting the
work for the specialisation and concentration of farm production on
a practical footing, Questions of inter-farm cooperation should be-
come permanent items on the agenda of rural Party organisations
and leading bodies in the districts, regions and republics. It must
become the firm conviction of all of us that by means of spe-
cialisation and concentration of agricultural production through inter-
farm cooperation and agro-industrial integration our agriculture,
utilising the advantages of the socialist system, will be able greatly
to speed up the rate of its advance and much more fully to satisfy

the country’s growing needs of food and raw materials for
industry.

V. More Attention to Construction in the
Countryside

Comrades, the successful implementation of the great programme
for boosting agriculture further is directly linked with the organ-
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There must be a correct approach to rural construction, heeding
the specific characteristics of the life and interests of the rural
population. Rural construction should, evidently, aim to provide
families, as a rule, with their own well-appointed houses complete
with individual holdings and backyard premises for domestic live-
stock and poultry, as well as individual means of transport.

It is very important to ensure the development of individual
and cooperative house building financed by the rural population
with their own money. On this point a decision has been taken
to encourage individual house building by granting long-term
loans on favourable terms.

Close attention must be paid to combining new building with
veconstructing and modernising working premises at collective
and state farms, above all, stockbreeding premises. As you know,
in previous years collective and state farms built a large number
of basic premises of standard design. These must be reconstructed
and adapted to modern requirements. Such an approach, as has
been noted more than once, makes it possible to go over to Pro-
gressive production technologies at lower cost. But this work is
not yet being conducted on the due scale. Designers are avoiding it,
builders do not see it as a paying proposition and planning agen-
cies and supply organisations are not contemplating the supply
of equipment available for this purpose. The USSR Council of
Ministers and appropriate departments must set things right here

and create conditions which would stimulate reconstruction work
on rural industrial projects.

I should now like to touch on such an important issue as road
building. The further upsurge of farm production and rise in the
living standards of the rural population are directly connected with
developing the network of motor roads-the major transport arte-
ries, the lifelines, one might say, of the countryside. Yet good
roads are still few and far between. Agricultural losses because ©
the lack of roads are still too high.

The USSR State Planning Committee and the Councils of Min-
isters of the constituent republics should see to it that road building
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figures properly in economic and social development plans and i

3

backed up by the financial and material resources it needs

In rural construction as, indeed, everywhere else, concern for

manpower 1s a matter of paramount importance, The country’s in

stitutions of higher learni SRS
ons of higher learning are training plenty of good specialists

fel‘ industrial and urban construction. But designing and building
in the countryside have certain specific features of their ow T
would .be right for the Ministry of Higher and Sp\ecialiseld Seconr(li."-t"!‘l
Education to train still more building engineers and architect o
pressly for employment in the countryside, Central and local msth;-‘-
lties must give more attention to training well-qualified ‘b(uildirll(;
workers_for the countryside within the vocational training s qré n
and to improving their working and living conditions o

'Thc great part that cities and industrial centres c.an lay by
a(f:tlig‘as patrons of ‘the countryside is well known. The e\cgelgenci
:)mliczxi; yle;?{ls lIJ‘I 'thls .r?spc_ct has shown many valuable forms this
e an take, I am referring to the help given in designing and
: ;}11 mxtnribholthou_se facilities, livestock farms, fodder producing estab-
is _J, lousing, recreational and service facilities. Some er-
E‘ll"llz(}}]:n‘;lre ma}\u}ng for the needs of the countryside certain ;;:—;;LL;_
S y:I 311_Lc1a1}lsms and spare parts which are in short ‘supply.

. are training farm machine operators. A large amount of work

i S lJCII‘!g LlDl’le i’U f_ml]."o‘ c e 1 n “lt"—jl Services Q
1 " 1lc CU.].
Crop dnd S[‘O(k f:i rmers cin-d 50 On. i

Much is bei i is direct
v Mg;i’lmij E};énghcione in this d;n"cct;on by the Party organisations
Dne.p.mpﬂm;q;( Vt 1:_ Mosq-cow.region, Leningrad, Sverdlovsk, Kiev
R e o'gograd, Minsk and Tashkent. The initiative taken
Supporgd. e Ceveg!;‘e\lrn;z\e: l%y ?1185% Party organisations deserve to be
: 3 ray by the riv 1 i af 18
e ¥ by the Farty committees of other cities and

VI. Organisational and Ideologi y
o W,
Countryside gical Work in the

Comrades i i
ades, the new stage in the drive to advance agriculture

must : AT g

bett;rb;cﬁ]ttgigmi by' a still higher standard of Party guidance and
Hoa Pestir: o o, IRSS work, We have every reason to expect that

o }%wttg?;usa.l‘f?i_ls w;ﬂ cope worthily with these tasks. (

We should nS;Il'e lelqt'btl-g? in the countryside is continuously rising
organisations tl ;-Pg}@tly to the credit of the Party and 'its local
8Bl ghoien . 1a hiﬂl.v contingents in the countryside have appyec}
mittee. In tHc'ngg : t":- Mqrch Plenary Meeting of the Central Com-
1,200,000 more thg“ tyside today there are 5,800,000 Communists
of the Pariy are c{}?eélt‘ivliis; 2@09,000 full and candidate members
in its basic branches, gaged In agricultural production, mostly
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In short, the Communists in the countryside constitute a big

d efficient army of workers. Primary Party organisations are its
packbone. It is these organisations that are directly responmbl_e
for solving the problems of production and education. It is their

rsistent and purposeful work and their ability to rouse a‘nd or-
ganise people that are decisively instmmental_in consistently and
effectively carrying out the Party’s agrarian policy.

The experience of the past few years has amply provec_l h_cw
correct and farsighted the Central Committee was in reconstituting
and consolidating district Party committees as the principal political
bodies in the countryside and the authoritative vehicles of Pz?‘r‘ty
guidance of economic, social and cultural life in the countryside.
There are more than 3,000 of them now. The district Party com-
mittees are increasingly applying a genuinely creative style _of
Party work. We must go on enhancing the role of the rural district
Party committees; this is a task for the whole of our Party.

Regional and territorial Party committees and the Central Com-
rittees of the Communist Parties of the constituent republics are
doing a great deal of organisational work in their guidance of agri-
culture.

They have accumulated considerable experience in the practical
application of the Party’s agrarian policy and in mobilising the
efforts of the Party organisations, of the Soviets of People’s Depu-
ties. of the trade unions, the Young Communist League and all
agriculiural workers for tackling the major problems of developing
farm production and for raising its efficiency.

But we would be lacking in self-criticism if we were to say
that the work of all Party committees is up to present requirements.
It must be admitted that certain Party committees are failing to
grasp deeply enough the economic and social changes taking place
in the countryside, are not seeing all the new opportunities that exist
for the swifter growth of agricultural production, are not always
objective in assessing the state of things and sometimes tend to
exaggerate the results achieved.

Not long ago, as you know, the Party’s Central Committee
reviewed the work of the Tambov Regional Party Committee. It
noted major shortcomings in the region’s agricultural development
and in the style and methods of the regional Party committee's
work. The leadership which the regional Party committee provided
had often been effected by wilful means, sometimes the opinion
of the active Party members as well as of specialists had been
disregarded, and elements of a resort to administrative methods
had been manifested. The regional Party committee placed little re-
liance on district Party committees and primary Party organisations.
Criticism and self-criticism there were underesteemed.

These are, of course, isolated instances, but even so they are
utterly inadmissible and intolerable in present conditions. The
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Party’s Central Committee could not tolerate such a situation and,
as you know, drew the necessary organisational conclusions.

The Central Committee’s plenary meeting in December, 1977
posed very sharply the issue of discipline and that of the high
sense of responsibility of cadres. This is something I must speak
about today as well. It is one of the most important foundations
of all our activities. Take, for example, the fulfilment of procure-
ment plans.

In any year, whether it is a good or a bad year, in every
region, territory or republic, there are particular collective and
state farms which fail to fulfil their plans for the sale of parti-
cular products to the state. This is mainly due to a lack of re-
sponsibility and an inadequately exacting attitude towards cadres.
References are often made to difficulties and objective causes but,
whatever the difficulties may be, nobody has the right to harm the
common interests and to violate state discipline. The regional and
territorial Party committees as well as the Central Committees of
the Communist Parties of the constituent republics must step up
their efforts to end such practices and root out whatever breeds
them, to improve all forms of Party, government and public
control.

The handling of cadres has been and remains the key problem

of Party guidance of agriculture. In this sphere, as I have already
said, much has been done, but far from everything has yet been
done. What worries us particularly is the problem of middle-level
management—branch, team and section heads. So far only 40 per cent
of the staff engaged in these jobs are agricultural specialists. There
are many educated people in the countryside today and we must
constantly look for, find among them and train those who could
make good business managers. Party organisations must show more
concern for the selection, allocation and training of this category
of workers.
_ And also on the question of farm machine operators. Our country
has an extensive system of training them. Unfortunately, far from
all the trained farm machine operators actually remain at collective
and state farms.

The problems of training and retaining farm machine operators
in the countryside are a matter of our constant concern, but we have
not yet found a full solution to this problem. A study of the ques-

tion has shown that what increasingly matters here are the work-
ing and living conditions and the extent to which the people’s cul-
tural and intellectual needs are met. Executives, Party and trade
union organisations must make fuller use of the considerable po-
tentialities every collective farm and state farm has for this
purpose.

Not only production but also relations between people, their
everyday life, their culture, outlook and awareness are an object
of the Party’s unfailing attention. One of the most important tasks
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facing us today is to combine agricultural productiorg with c:ulyturl“e
taken in the broadest possible sense as the culture of work, e&éﬂ;:
day life and human re;a’t‘;ons."rou know L’r}at a’i;er th? Z?t}? (ﬁ_
ress the CPSU Central Committee has rcons:d'crm. questions m'_uoal
ing the extension of material facilities for cultural and recixeaticni
institutions in the countryside and the :mprci*.-‘emcnt in Ju—‘i L}ir_u,
tioning of general education schools and that of the vocational train-
i ;stem. :

mgngdS;y the only way to pose the question is as follows: farm
managers, Party committees, local government and trade union
bodies must show no less concern for meeting the farm erke;'s
demands for housing and service facilities as well as their in-
creased cultural requirements than they do for the development of
production. , ) Y >

The task of advancing agriculture, to quote Lenin, “cannot pos
sibly be fulfilled by single acts of heroic E.er_vm:n'; it requires the
most prolonged, most persistent and most difficult mass heroism in
plain, everyday work.” * 1) ol

And this heroism of the plain, everyday work of mzll_lons upon
millions finds its striking expression in the spe:;iﬂc practical deeds
and in the productive, social and political activities of the masses,
in the vast scope of socialist emulation. What matters to us are
both the specific economic results of labour competition and the
great educational opportunities it offers. : _

The ultimate economic aim of emulation is to prpd!._xce more
and cheaper grain, meat, milk and other products. It is m'.chE'tant
for us to know by what particular means the best resulis have
been achieved and for what particular reasons some have moved
up in front while others have stayed where they were, agc} yet
others have fallen behind. Why, lastly, what proved pcssmie“at
one collective or state farm was not achieved at arj.other? Why
is there still such a discrepancy between economic performances?

In short, there is ample scope for work by Party, tradeluni_on
and YCL organisations and by the Soviets of _Peoplc’s Deputies, as
well as for our press, television and radio, for all who can av;f:d
should contribute the mite of their own experience, proven Oy
science and their own lives. We must give every possible support to
the initiatives of farm workers such as the drive of crop and stpc‘r:
farmers to raise bumper harvests, to achieve the highest possible
livestock productivity, and to reduce production costs; th_at of farm
machine operators to make maximum use of the technical poten-
tialities of machinery; and that of entire collective and state farms
to step up their labour productivity and fulfil the assignments of
the present five-year plan ahead of schedule. .

It is up to the Communists in the countryside to _hcad the emu-
lation. The important thing is for all Party organisations and Com-

* V. I. Lenin, Coll. Works, Vol. 29, p 423.
171



munists in the countryside to be the first to grasp the full mean-
ing of the targets of the Party’s agrarian policy at the present stage
and the ways of attaining them. They are expected to use methods
of Party persuasion and communist education to help millions of
people to understand these tasks, to inspire them and concentrate
their efforts on carrying the Party’s programme of agricultural de-
velopment into effect. Every Communist must set an example of self-
sacrificing work. He must be an able organiser and a propagater
of advanced know-how, making the common cause his own vital
concern and striving to create an atmosphere of closeknit, self-
sacrificing and creative collective work. A Communist cannot and
must not close his eyes to a negligent attitude towards one’s work
or tolerate instances of mismanagement, drunkenness, absenteeism
or other misbehaviour besmirching the honour and dignity of So-
viet man.

Comrades, we have golden ears of wheat on our state emblem
They are not there by chance. Our bread is the result of the com-
bined efforts of the peasant, worker and intellectual. The advance of
agriculture is an inseparable part of the country’s all-round eco-
nomic progress. As Lenin emphasised, the economy involves “‘the
deepest roots of the human life of hundreds of millions”. And it is
in matters affecting the life of millions and the conditions of their
everyday life and work that the Communists have the most serious
politics to pursue and the major route to follow in their organisation-
al, ideological and political work.

The solution of the great and complex problems posed by the
CPSU Central Commitiee in agriculture will make it possible to
raise the people’s standard of living still higher. This is the mean-
ing of the measures this plenary meeting has been called to con-
sider. It will require hard efforts, the energy and creative initiative
of the masses, as well as the entire rich experience of the Party
and the knowledge and organising ability of its cadres to achieve
the set targets.

Allow me to express my conviction that the Party organisations,
Communists, YCL. members and workers in the town and country-
side will do everything to translate the decisions of this plenary
meeting into reality.

SPEECH AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE
COUNTRY'S AWARDS TO SOVIET
PILOT-COSMONAUT PYOTR KLIMUK AND
CITIZEN OF THE POLISH PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC
COSMONAUT-RESEARCHER MIROSLAW
HERMASZEWSKI

July 6, 1978

Dear comrades, _ e
We are all extremely happy to greet Pyotr Klimuk and L\u;{os%d:;
cles 236 'y - -1 vorke i
Hermaszewski who have just returned from space. Th? \;{ rked ;
orbit together with Comrades Kovalyonok and Ivanc e{: ov r:;:i 2
state of weightlessness, yet a weighty ccnt:rlbuuon has een G
to the exploration of near-Earth space. The pz;ogrgmm; 1?‘1::1\3&\-;
very interesting technological e);perm.:xe}:nt_s,r studies in t ih i, o
bioclogy and the obtaining of valuable information on the Larth
and the World Ocean. " i
In future, space flights will probably become a‘cualomary‘thnBii]{
I even think this will be the case in the not so dis‘tanthfl'ltu{{;'eaéi]
for the generation destined to carve the flrs@ space pat.wayb.‘ds :
flight is an outstanding event, each flight is Jp‘mar:y +1‘:esp:;;ﬁ1cﬁt
ep int unknow + prequires of its participants tne ULRUs
step into the unknown. It req $ : B
courage, great expertise and strong will. The space pioneers ao
ol LT
ossess all these qualities. : ‘ v e
P The present flight is significant in one more Way. {he :‘f;‘i
baton which Yuri Gagarin was the first to carry over ’f‘lc vfw;;‘gl
has now been taken up by international SQC1a}1st crews. .1§ .
Eeﬁhous Salyut-6—-Soyuz orbital complex rt1hl-5 hmedb%cal;glee'z ?Dsla;d
ives of Soviet Union an e and.
home for representatives of the S n ; .
A son of the country of Copernicus has visited outer space. This
t es an be proud of it.
is excellent, comrades. One can 0e I -
lEvery ear the combined efforts of the peﬁp%}es o[bthe slosiﬂ;s;:
ies i rtaki down here on Earth have been Dear
countries in undertakings do Ve been BEEE
ever richer fruit. And now in outer Space too, the l_e?lm\umrli.lagf
our cosmonauts is yielding magnificent results, enriching
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kind with new knowledge and discoveries. New starts lie ahead

with the participation o:’_citizens of other socialist countries.
But today we are paying tribute to Pyotr Klimuk and Miroslaw

Hermaszewski. For the successful accomplishment of the space

_S_.lggt Lmd' the courage and heroism displayed twice Hero of the
}?\-gt Umor? Pyotr Klimuk is awarded the Order of Lenin, and
t.;t:q“l'.‘it Pthn cosmonaut Miroslaw Hermaszewski made a Hero
of the Sowct—Umon. with the presentation of the Order of Lenin
and the Gold Star Medal.

L I warmly congratulate you, dear comrades, and wish you health
appiness, new creative daring and success in your noble and neces-
sary work,

TO MY AMERICAN READER

Foreword to a Collection
of Public Statements “'Peace, Détente,
and Soviet-American Relations” ®

Brought together in this book you will find articles and speech-
es—in full or abridged form-on problems of détente and Soviet-
American relations and covering the period from 1973 to June
1978.

Political speeches are sensitive to the test of time and cannot
always claim rebirth in book form. The abiding urgency of our
theme is due to the longing of billions of people for lasting peace
and security, to their concern for the future of détente. The abiding
relevance of these statements is due to the consistent and unchang-
ing course of the Soviet Union in foreign policy, a course for the
peaceful coexistence and cooperation of states, irrespective of dif-
ferences between their social and political systems, a course for
détente, a course that is unaffected by momentary considerations of
expediency.

I do not doubt that the majority of Americans want neither
a shooting war between our countries not the nerve-racking dan-
gerous tensions of a “cold war”. At the same time I can grant
that some of my American readers may have been conditioned
into having doubts and even apprehensions regarding the “real”
intentions of the Soviet Union. These doubts and apprehensions cer-
tainly do not arise from their own personal experiences. Their only
source is belief in the biased statements of journalists, of persons
reputed to be “experts” in this field, and even of particular official
figures.

Such readers have come under the influence of political forces
bent on sabotaging détente. Actively using the means of manipulat-
ing public opinion, these forces present their own private interests
as the interests of the nation. They are busy creating log jams in

* The collection was published by Harcoul Brace Jovanovich. Inc,,
in 1979,

176



the way of agreement between our countries on crucial questions of
arms limitation and the preparation of conditions for tramsition to
disarmament. They see danger to their plans and to themselves in
any moves conducive to our peoples gaining a better knowledge of
each other’s life and culture and to their arriving at a greater mu
tual understanding. They managed to prevent the U.S. government
from honouring its promise to end discrimination against the Soviet
Union in the fields of trade and credit. As a result the Soviet Union
turned to other markets; its trade with other Western countries
grew appreciably, while U.S. foreign trade suffered damage that
could easily have been avoided.

This book will give you firsthand knowledge of the views ©
“the other side” in the spirit of “fair play” so respected by Amer
icans.

I hope it will help you to find the answer to the question of
Soviet intentions, about which masses of misrepresentations and
fantastic inventions have been raised by the opponents of détente.
The intentions of the Soviet Union, of its leaders and people, are
precisely as set out in this book. There is no other, parallel and
secret, “black paper” of our policy. To impute to the Soviet Union
insidious designs in Europe, Africa, and the Middle East or with re
gard to the United States is just a foul tactic of political struggle.
It bears no resemblance to the facts.

The reader can trace, chronologically, Soviet efforts to have in-
ternational relations restructured in the interests of peaceful coexist-
ence, to the benefit of the people of our countries and of universal
peace. Using the subject index, he will be able to gain a better
knowledge of the Soviet view on particular international problems.

Détente had been and remains the subject of a great deal of
debate. In this book you will find our understanding of this pro-
cess of overcoming the “cold war” and going on to normal, equable,
and mutually beneficial relations between states. The need for deé-
tente springs from the objective circumstances of the coexistence of
states in conditions of a nuclear age. Unless we wish to call in ques-
tion the very existence of civilisation and mankind, there is truly
no other way.

To the widely known imperatives of the nuclear age one may
add the historical legacy, which favors the development of good
relations between the Soviet Union and the United States. Our coun-
tries have never waged war against each other, if we discount the
brief American participation in foreign military intervention against
the young Soviet Republic. We have no territorial claims on each
other. The peoples of our two countries possess a tremendous cultural
heritage and potential and are keenly interested in each other’s cul-
tural life.

True, we are divided by differences in our social systems. The
United States is the major capitalist country. (Perhaps you would
prefer to say “the major Western couniry”.) The Soviet Union
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ig the major socialist country. There is bound to be an ideological

debate between us as to whose world view is more correct_gn“:‘l
whose way of life is better. Here there is bound to be competition
petween the two systems. But let us agree that this hlstomce_zll dls—_
ute cannot be decided on the battlefield of nuclea; war. History
will in due course deliver its verdict. In t’n_e meantime, attendmg
to our own business in our respective countries, we shall cooperate
peaceably on the principles of propriety, mutual respect, and mutual
penefit. Such is our approach. _

In his Farewell Address the founder of your nation, George Wasnl_v‘-
ington, advised you to observe good faith ?:nd justice toward all
nations, and to cultivate peace and harmony with a]‘l. ‘ _

The founder of our Soviet state, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, put fr:\:-__
ward and made a persuasive case for the prinf:ip]e of I'hg peacetul
coexistence of states belonging to different sm‘:lal‘and pohthal SYs-
tems—this was many decades before the word détente acqi_nrcd mj
present meaning. This principle demands that states not interfere
in each other's internal affairs and t}:at.they not use for_ce to de;zd{:
disputed issues, and that normal peacei't.q ar_]d busmeg.shlae relations
be maintained between socialist and capitalist countries,

Let us follow the behests of the founders of our states, _

I hope this book will convince the reader that it is precisely
this road which the Soviet Union prefers.

LEONID BREZHNEV

July 1978
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PRI}FACE TO A COLLECTION OF ARTICLES
‘PEACE, THE PRICELESS TREASURE OF
PEOPLES" *

Dt e o ] . ana s i [P
| I;l._(_.]?dl..l;:lg to mlm[sg the collection of my speeches and articles
on Soviet foreign policy, Akadimos Publishers asked me to write a

preface.

S s PR B 3
To be absolutely frank, I should like very much to see some of

the subjects in this collection outdated, so that some of the ques
I o LT . .. i - I : . ,
tions I have raised could be considered past history. But these sub

jects and these questions : 1 i st
j ar s¢ questions are, unfortunately, still very much on the

and

agenda of world politics. In the first place
all, this is the problem of the

arms race. This issue constantly cl:
o g % 5 = £ 1 aIm
ours for attention, becoming nil

more and more urgent a crucial
Dl 7l ;! gent and crucial

Today, for

eign policy for
to the future of mankind. In
“great” war or a “great”

cal purposes holds the key
ion is: will then
ble peaces i¢
on, the existence of
: the material and non-mate
_ have been created over centuries and millen-
nia P;.y many generations of intellect and labour. .
_ ;Ihe reader will find in this book our assessments of the situa-
Ii;on in the international arena. He will find our proposals s tol J'zot\-\'
to protect our planet from upheavals, and how to rid the world of
the arms race which is threatening, quite literally, the existence of
both 1:11{_- earth and the blue skies over it. He {\-"ill ﬁnﬂ.hi“u .j[to‘1='
sense of historical optimism and our belief that mankind‘ is wort'l'; ’
of a bright and honorable future. For it is a fact that. inal{kind ]IHB‘:
already brought forth forces which every day are committed ;JL]

the [_cir.'cat battle for peace, a battle which has spread all over the
world. ) g,

o 6
(]
(4]

eed, sti
. i.e., lasting and

fo ) 3

question concerns the future o
whole nations, and the preserv:

eservation of
rial treasures whicl

- I think Elmt these thoughts and feelings are consonant with
those of the Greek people, .

* The collection w t by th < ishi
gty 1 was put out by the Greek publishing house of Akadimos
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and most important of

Ancient Hellas brought forth many thinkers who, in those dis-
ant times i«:’he;l human civilization was in its infancy, used com-
mon sense, logic and graphic imagery to prove that wars between
pations are intolerable, that man must fight against such wars.

I am confident that, like other peoples, the Greek people value

¥
the ideas of peace and are ready to stand up for them.

In this preface I would like to touch upon one question which,
I believe, is of no small interest to readers in Greece. What I have
in mind is the Mediterranean problem.

We want to see the Mediterranean a sea of peace, good-neigh-
bourliness and cooperation. We realise that it is not easy to achieve
this, since there are numerous pockets of tension and the conflicting
interests of many nations here.

I will say straightaway that we want very much to see the
events in this part of the world take the most favourable turn.
Why? For the simple reasons that the elimination of local breed-
ing grounds of war and tension is one of the imperative conditions
for lasting peace throughout the world, and that the Mediterranean
is crossed by many sea routes connecting the gouthern ports of our
country with the world occan. The Mediterranean lies on the ap-
proaches to our borders which we want to see calm and undisturbed.

As you know, we have not only repeatedly declared that we
want detente to spread to the Mediterranean area, we came up with
a number of initiatives aimed at achieving this goal. For example,
we proposed that Soviet and American surface and submarine ves-

sels carrying nuclear weapons be simultaneously withdrawn from
the Mediterranean Sea. However, so far these proposals have not

met with a positive response from the NATO leaders.

he peoples of our bound by an ancient friend-
hip which took root many centuries ago. These friendly ties and
our feelings of mutual sympathy have stood the test of time in the

of the struggle of

countries

.
;>

our peoples against the common
is history and it cannot be expunged from the memory

of Many pages have been written into the great book
- . g N T o s 2
of history, pages which are equally dear to the Greeks and to the

Russians. But modern times, too, give us enough incentive to devel-
op extensive cooperation between our peoples in a variety of dif-
ferent fields. There are no disputed issues between the Soviel
Union and Greece that would block the development of good rela-
tions. We Soviet people want this. Friendly ties and good-neigh-
bourly relations between us would undoubtedly benefit the cause of
peace in Europe and the whole world.

One of the links we should utilise in the chain leading to this
goal is cultural exchange between Greece and the Soviet Union.
1 welcome in particular the fact that the Akadimos Society is plan-
ning to publish the Great Soviet Encyclopaedia in Greek.

Of course, cultural exchange by itself “does not make the cli-

mate”, as we say. But when it grows into a system, when our polit-

B