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W h i l e e d u c a t i o n doesn't t e l l t h e w h o l e s t o r y of a n y g i v e n 
s y s t e m a n d i ts soc ia l r e l a t i o n s , i t nonethe less "is a n e x t r e m e l y 
i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e a n d p l a y s a v e r y c r u c i a l 
r o l e i n m a i n t a i n i n g a n d r e i n f o r c i n g one k i n d of class rela­
t i o n s or a n o t h e r . " 1 T h e c o n t e n t of t h e c u r r i c u l u m , t h e rela­
t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e schools a n d t h e d i v i s i o n of l a b o r i n 
soc ie ty at large, t h e sorts of socia l r e l a t i o n s a n d t h e k i n d of 
o u t l o o k p e r m e a t i n g a n d g u i d i n g t h e c l a s s r o o m i t se l f - a l l 
these b o t h f l o w f r o m a n d r e c i p r o c a l l y af fect a society's 
o v e r a l l class r e l a t i o n s . 

T h e e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m of t h e Soviet U n i o n is d e c i d e d l y 
capi ta l i s t : r e f l e c t i n g , m a i n t a i n i n g , a n d r e i n f o r c i n g bourgeois , 
r e a c t i o n a r y class r e l a t i o n s . F r o m the "social ist" t r a c k i n g 
s y s t e m to t h e r e v i s i o n i s t c o n t e n t of t e x t b o o k s , f r o m t h e p r o ­
m o t i o n of se l f -seeking c o m p e t i t i o n t h r o u g h t h e p u r s u i t o f 
grades to t h e m a i n t e n a n c e of t h e abso lute a u t h o r i t y of t h e 
teacher a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e e n t i r e school s y s t e m is set u p 
to m a k e a p r i n c i p l e o f t h e d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n m e n t a l a n d 
m a n u a l l a b o r ; to t r a i n t h e s t u d e n t s i n t h e p e c u l i a r r e v i s i o n i s t 
i d e o l o g y of "me f i r s t ( for t h e b e n e f i t o f al l ) w i t h e v e r y o n e i n 
t h e i r spec ia l ized place"; to d i v o r c e ( M a r x i s t ) t h e o r y f r o m 
p r a c t i c e a n d t h e masses f r o m the r u n n i n g of soc ie ty ; a n d to 
p o l i t i c a l l y i n d o c t r i n a t e Soviet y o u t h i n n a r r o w Russ ian 
c h a u v i n i s m a n d t h e " just ice" o f class soc iety r e v i s i o n i s t - s t y l e . 

T h e Soviet s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s t s a n d t h e i r apologists argue 
t h a t t h e b i g gains i n l i t e r a c y s ince 1917, i n c l u d i n g the fact 
t h a t m a n y c h i l d r e n of w o r k e r s get a u n i v e r s i t y e d u c a t i o n a n d 
t h a t n e a r l y a l l y o u t h rece ive a s e c o n d a r y e d u c a t i o n , w o u l d 
be i m p o s s i b l e u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m . These d e v e l o p m e n t s , t h e y 
say, d e m o n s t r a t e t h e s u p e r i o r i t y o f t h e social ist s y s t e m . I n 
fac t , these p h e n o m e n a t y p i f y a l l m o d e r n i m p e r i a l i s t 
societies, a n d t h e i r existence i n the Soviet U n i o n - as 
e l s e w h e r e i n t h e i m p e r i a l i s t w o r l d - f l o w s f r o m t h e spec i f i c 
needs a n d serves t h e interes ts o f s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m , as does 
t h e l i k e - m i n d e d e m p h a s i s o n t h e w o r s h i p of v a r i o u s 
a c h i e v e m e n t s i n sc ience a n d t e c h n o l o g y . These are 

57 



necessary to t h e e x p a n s i o n of c a p i t a l i n t h e era of i m ­
p e r i a l i s m ; a n d , l i k e a l l good capi ta l i s ts , t h e Soviets do w h a t 
t h e needs of c a p i t a l d i c ta te . 

Revis ion is t s m a y r e p l y t h a t , yes, t h e r e are p r o b l e m s a n d 
weaknesses , b u t t h a t these are p a r t of t h e legacy le f t f r o m 
c a p i t a l i s m a n d are b e i n g g r a d u a l l y o v e r c o m e . I n fact these 
" f l a w s " are n o t l e f t o v e r f r o m t h e c a p i t a l i s m of p r e r e v o l u -
t i o n a r y Russia, b u t are p a r t o f a consc ious p o l i c y o n educa­
t i o n r e f l e c t i n g t h e o v e r a l l r e l a t i o n s of a n i m p e r i a l i s t s y s t e m 
w i t h a social ist veneer . I n d e e d , t h e aspects of t h e Soviet 
s y s t e m of e d u c a t i o n t h a t r e f l e c t t h e legacy of 40 years of 
s o c i a l i s m - f o r e x a m p l e , t h e a t t e m p t s u n d e r L e n i n a n d 
Sta l in to u p g r a d e e d u c a t i o n f o r the oppressed n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
a n d n a r r o w the gap b e t w e e n t h e ( f o r m e r l y ) oppressor a n d 
oppressed n a t i o n s - h a v e b e e n s tead i ly d i s m a n t l e d . 

T h e Soviet l i n e o n e d u c a t i o n is c o n c e n t r a t e d , f o r i n ­
stance, i n a s t a t e m e n t o n t h e f u n c t i o n of e d u c a t i o n t a k e n 
f r o m a b o o k d o n e b y Soviet sociologists o n t h e c u l t u r a l l i f e o f 
w o r k e r s i n t h e U r a l r e g i o n : 

" E d u c a t i o n is a means b y w h i c h each n e w g e n e r a t i o n 
can ass imi la te t h e k n o w l e d g e a c c u m u l a t e d b y 
h u m a n i t y . T h e k n o w l e d g e a n d s k i l l s o b t a i n e d m a k e 
i t poss ib le f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l to adapt to t h e social 
e n v i r o n m e n t a r o u n d h i m . I n t h e process of educa­
t i o n , t h e i n d i v i d u a l ass imilates c u l t u r a l va lues , m a k ­
i n g t h e m his o w n s p i r i t u a l resource . M a n does n o t 
s i m p l y o b t a i n s y s t e m a t i z e d k n o w l e d g e of the w o r l d , 
h e also prepares h i m s e l f f o r t h e p e r f o r m a n c e of 
spec i f ic l a b o r . " 2 

T h i s is essent ia l ly t h e same v i e w of e d u c a t i o n f o u n d i n 
a n y U.S . soc io logy t e x t b o o k , w i t h t h e a d d e d t w i s t t h a t 
"social ist" e d u c a t i o n prepares y o u n g people f o r a speci f ic j o b 
(a p o i n t n o w also g e t t i n g s o m e emphas i s i n t h e U.S . ) . T h i s is 
e x t o l l e d i n t h e i r p r o p a g a n d a a i m e d at t h e W e s t : u n l i k e 
c a p i t a l i s m , w h e r e y o u t h o f t e n h a v e n o s k i l l s a n d n o j o b , t h e 
Soviet s y s t e m prepares s t u d e n t s so t h a t t h e y c o m e o u t of 
s chool t r a i n e d a n d r e a d y to do t h e same j o b f o r l i f e . "Job 
t r a i n i n g " becomes t h e rev i s ion i s t s ' v u l g a r i z e d v e r s i o n of t h e 
M a r x i s t p r i n c i p l e o f i n t e g r a t i n g t h e o r y a n d p r a c t i c e . 

T h e r e v i s i o n i s t l i n e o n e d u c a t i o n c i t e d above v i e w s the 
s tudents ' r o l e o f " a s s i m i l a t i n g k n o w l e d g e " as a passive one. 
L e n i n , i t is t r u e , spoke of t h e n e e d f o r c o m m u n i s t y o u t h to 
"ass imilate t h e w e a l t h of k n o w l e d g e amassed b y m a n k i n d " 
b u t , u n l i k e t h e s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s t s o f t o d a y , he stressed t h a t 
" y o u s h o u l d n o t m e r e l y ass imi la te t h i s k n o w l e d g e , b u t 
ass imilate i t c r i t i c a l l y . " 3 T h e r e v i s i o n i s t s v i e w t h e s t u d e n t as a 
b l a n k slate o n w h i c h soc iety - t h r o u g h t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 
sys tem - d r a w s the p r o p e r image . H e or she is l i t t l e m o r e t h a n 
a n e m p t y h e a d to be f i l l e d w i t h s u p p o s e d l y classless 
" k n o w l e d g e a c c u m u l a t e d b y h u m a n i t y . " 

T h i s is m o r e t h a n a "bad f o r m u l a t i o n " o n e d u c a t i o n ; i t 
re f lec ts a b o u r g e o i s class v i e w p o i n t o n t h e ro le o f t h e masses 
a n d o n e d u c a t i o n . I t is d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d to t h e g e n u i n e l y 
c o m m u n i s t v i e w that the masses are t h e m a k e r s of h i s t o r y a n d 
that t h e y m u s t be unleashed t h r o u g h c o n s c i o u s l y g r a s p i n g t h e 

l a w s of n a t u r e a n d the class s t ruggle , a process e n t a i l i n g par ­
t i c i p a t i o n i n s t r u g g l e a n d a d i r e c t i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e o r y and 
p r a c t i c e at a l l levels a n d i n a l l spheres — n o t a passive spoon­
f e e d i n g b y experts a n d a u t h o r i t i e s . 

A basic p r i n c i p l e o f M a r x i s t m a t e r i a l i s m - u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
the w o r l d i n the course of c h a n g i n g i t , a n d i n o r d e r to change i t 
- is negated o n b o t h sides. O n u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e w o r l d , t h e 
basic e d u c a t i o n a l sys tem is n o t i n t e n d e d to t r a i n t h e masses i n 
k n o w i n g t h e w o r l d t h r o u g h l e a r n i n g to c r i t i c a l l y a n d 
a n a l y t i c a l l y e x a m i n e all p h e n o m e n a i n t h e i r c o n t r a d i c t o r y m o ­
t i o n a n d d e v e l o p m e n t , nor is it des igned to foster t h e cha l l enge 
of a l l t r a d i t i o n a l ideas and t r a d i t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n peo­
p l e . I n s t e a d , t r a d i t i o n a l capitalist r e l a t i o n s a n d m e t h o d s 
p r e v a i l : the teachers and books put f o r w a r d the " r i g h t " a n s w e r s 
w h i l e t h e s tudents learn to r e g u r g i t a t e t h e m o n cue, t h e 
teachers keep order w h i l e the students "ass imilate k n o w l e d g e " 
a n d "adapt to t h e social environment . " O n e learns a b o u t t h e 
w o r l d , i n th i s conservat ive system, through m a s t e r i n g a c losed 
b o d y o f k n o w l e d g e w i t h n e w facts a n d theor ies a d d e d b y t h e 
h i g h e r a u t h o r i t i e s for proper digestion by s t u d e n t s . 

A s f o r c h a n g i n g the w o r l d , the role of the masses is r e d u c ­
ed to l e a r n i n g w h a t they need to k n o w to fulfill a spec i f i c a n d 
e x t r e m e l y l i m i t e d function i n society — t h e i r t r a d e or profes ­
s i o n . D o i n g a g o o d job, being conscientious - t h i s is e x t o l l e d 
as "social ist consciousness"! 

C e r t a i n l y i n a genuinely socialist s y s t e m t h e y o u t h , a n d 
t h e masses i n general, have to w o r k at jobs , d o i n g spec i f ic 
k i n d s of l abor demanding certain k n o w l e d g e spec i f ic to t h a t 
w o r k . T h e d i v i s i o n of labor i n h e r i t e d f r o m c a p i t a l i s m does 
n o t d isappear o v e r n i g h t . But n e i t h e r does i t "disappear" at a l l 
w i t h o u t a conscious and f i e rce s t ruggle to l i m i t a n d 
t r a n s f o r m t h e inherited divis ion o f l a b o r as m u c h as poss ib le . 
T h i s is a c r u c i a l task of the t r a n s i t i o n f r o m s o c i a l i s m to c o m ­
m u n i s m , a n d as the experience o f t h e C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n i n 
C h i n a s h o w e d , i t is one t h a t enta i ls b o t h o n g o i n g s t ruggle at 
e v e r y l e v e l o f society a n d t r u l y p r o f o u n d u p h e a v a l . W h i l e 
t h e C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n i t se l f is o u t s i d e t h e scope of t h i s a r t i ­
cle, it's w o r t h noting t h a t t h a t s t ruggle began i n t h e u n i v e r ­
sit ies a n d w a s m a r k e d by p e r h a p s t h e m o s t t h o r o u g h g o i n g 
a n d w i d e - r a n g i n g r e t h i n k i n g o n a n d r e f o r m o f the educa­
t i o n a l s y s t e m ever wi tnessed i n a n y s o c i e t y . 4 T h r o u g h a l l t h e 
s t ruggle o v e r e d u c a t i o n r a n t h e basic t h e m e of t r a n s f o r m i n g 
t h e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m i n h e r i t e d f r o m c a p i t a l i s m i n t o one 
t h a t s e r v e d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t r u e successors to r e v o l u t i o n , 
t r u e i n h e r i t o r s o f t h e C o m m u n a r d s ' s p i r i t o f d a r i n g to s t o r m 
t h e heavens . T h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s w e r e c a r r i e d o u t w i t h t h e 
a i m of s e r v i n g t h e r e v o l u t i o n w o r l d w i d e , u n l e a s h i n g t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p of t h e p r o l e t a r i a t i n e v e r y sphere ( i n c l u d i n g , b u t 
n o t l i m i t e d t o , p r o d u c t i o n ) a n d u t i l i z i n g t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 
s y s t e m to b r e a k d o w n t h e great d i f f e r e n c e s i n h e r i t e d f r o m 
c a p i t a l i s m ( b e t w e e n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y , a g r i c u l t u r e a n d i n ­
d u s t r y , a n d - v e r y i m p o r t a n t f o r e d u c a t i o n - m e n t a l a n d 
m a n u a l l a b o r ) . 

B y contrast, Soviet t h e o r y and pract ice is a i m e d at p r o d u c ­
i n g a n ef f ic ient elite to r u n the society, a n d a doci le mass to obey 
t h e m . T h e i r theory , w h i c h basical ly identi f ies m u c h of educa­
t i o n w i t h j o b preparat ion , has exactly the a i m of m a m t a i n i n g a n d 
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r e i n f o r c i n g t h e d i v i s i o n o f l abor , espec ia l ly t h e m o s t f u n ­
d a m e n t a l d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n w h o r u l e s a n d w h o is r u l e d . I f t h e 
essential t h i n g a p e r s o n needs to k n o w is t h e k n o w l e d g e re­
q u i r e d f o r t h e i r j o b , t h e n h o w is society's d i v i s i o n o f l a b o r to 
be t r a n s f o r m e d ? T h e n h o w are t h e great m a j o r i t y o f masses 
g o i n g to p l a y t h e k i n d of p o l i t i c a l r o l e necessary to p u s h 
soc ie ty f o r w a r d a n d l i b e r a t e a l l o f m a n k i n d ? T h e y aren't , ex­
cept f o r p e r h a p s t h e s h a m r o l e o f e n d o r s i n g t h i s or t h a t r e v i ­
s ionis t p r o p o s a l or c a n d i d a t e . I t is o k a y a n d necessary, f r o m 
t h e r e v i s i o n i s t p o i n t o f v i e w , f o r t h e masses to d e v e l o p 
k n o w l e d g e o f c e r t a i n o b j e c t i v e " l a w s " o n t h e j o b ( w h e t h e r 
t h i s be o n t h e f a c t o r y f l o o r or i n t h e science lab) , b u t socia l -
i m p e r i a l i s m c a n n o t p r o m o t e g e n u i n e d i a l e c t i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m 
as a g u i d i n g p h i l o s o p h y f o r t h e masses because t o do so 
w o u l d be to a r m t h e m w i t h a w e a p o n against t h e i r o w n i m ­
p e r i a l i s t class r u l e . So h a v i n g a t r a d e , " k n o w i n g h o w to d o 
s o m e t h i n g , " is e x t o l l e d as t h e goal o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a n s i n t h e 
Soviet U n i o n t o d a y . B u t e v e n t h i s l i m i t e d r o l e takes m a n y 
years of t r a i n i n g , a c c o r d i n g to Soviet experts : 

"Before e n t e r i n g t h e s y s t e m of socia l p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
socia l l i f e , e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l u n d e r g o e s m a n y years o f 
p r e p a r a t i o n i n t h e e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m . . . . T h u s , t h e 
e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m has t w o basic socia l f u n c t i o n s : 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n of t h e y o u n g e r 
g e n e r a t i o n . A t i t s f i r s t stages ( p r i m a r y a n d s e c o n d a r y 
g e n e r a l educat ion) t h e f o r m e r p r e d o m i n a t e . A c q u i s i ­
t i o n of genera l a c a d e m i c k n o w l e d g e can be v i e w e d 
as f u n d a m e n t a l t r a i n i n g f o r w o r k i n a n y j o b . I n 
s e c o n d a r y specia l a n d h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , o n t h e c o n ­
t r a r y , p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n m o v e s to t h e f o r e . T h e 
y o u n g p e r s o n t h e r e c o m p l e t e s h i s s c h o o l i n g a n d 
begins a n i n d e p e n d e n t l i f e . " 5 

T h u s , Soviet y o u t h , , l i k e those i n o t h e r i m p e r i a l i s t na­
t ions , s p e n d a l o n g , l o n g t i m e i n society's " w o m b " b e i n g con­
s t a n t l y b o m b a r d e d w i t h society's r e a c t i o n a r y va lues , b e i n g 
" a s s i m i l a t e d " a n d " a d a p t e d , " c o n t o r t e d a n d d i s t o r t e d 
b e f o r e t h e y are t r u s t e d to be p a r t o f socia l l i f e a n d h a v e t h e i r 
o w n " i n d e p e n d e n t " l i f e . T h e i r s u p p o s e d l y e m p t y heads are t o 
be f i l l e d w i t h b o u r g e o i s k n o w l e d g e a n d m i n u t e l y - s p e c i a l i z e d 
t e c h n i c a l j o b t r a i n i n g b e f o r e t h e y are c o n s i d e r e d t o be "an 
e d u c a t e d c i t i z e n consc ious of h is c i v i c d u t y , " i .e . , f o r t h e 
b r o a d masses, c a n n o n f o d d e r o r a w a g e - s l a v e . 6 

Training the Youth in 
Revisionism 

A s mentioned above, the revis ionis ts v i e w c h i l d r e n as ap­
prentice h u m a n beings w i t h e m p t y heads to be f i l l e d u p . 
School is for "assimilating k n o w l e d g e a n d c u l t u r a l va lues . " I n 
line w i t h the particular needs of s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m , t h e y 
desire to encourage w h a t t h e y ca l l a "col lect iv is t " a p p r o a c h -
w h i c h boils d o w n to placing a h i g h p r e m i u m o n c o n f o r m i t y 
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a n d peer pressure to c o n f o r m . B la tant i n d i v i d u a l i s m a n d "me 
f i r s t " is v e i l e d u n d e r t h e idea t h a t h i g h i n d i v i d u a l achieve­
m e n t , c o u p l e d w i t h social a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n f o r m i t y a n d "ser­
v i c e , " is t h e best t h i n g f o r y o u r s e l f and the n a t i o n a n d is 
t h e r e f o r e n o b l e a n d s h o u l d be r e w a r d e d . T h e r e is d e f i n i t e l y 
m o r e a t t e n t i o n p a i d b y t h e state a n d society i n general to t h e 
u p b r i n g i n g of the y o u t h t h a n i n t h e U.S. , a l t h o u g h t h e i n ­
d i v i d u a l f a m i l y (i.e., t h e m o t h e r ) is s t i l l m a i n l y responsible . 
T h e lever o f persuas ion to c o n f o r m to s tandards is exer ted 
m a i n l y b y w i t h d r a w a l o f a p p r o v a l b y adul ts a n d other 
c h i l d r e n , n o t b y p h y s i c a l p u n i s h m e n t . S t r i k i n g a c h i l d is for ­
b i d d e n i n prac t i ce as w e l l as b y o f f i c i a l regula t ions . B u t th i s is 
n o t outs ide t h e scope of l i b e r a l bourgeois ideo logy a n d i n fact 
is p a r t o f t h e ideologica l r e q u i r e m e n t s o f b e i n g a "socialist" i m ­
p e r i a l i s m - "people w o r k i n g f o r t h e greater good, c a r i n g f o r 
y o u r f e l l o w m a n , etc.," is n o t so d i s s i m i l a r f r o m the a t t rac t ions 
of a l i b e r a l c h u r c h c o m m u n i t y i n t h e U.S. , a n d i t can be a n d is 
used to a c t u a l l y enforce the status q u o . 

"Standard Rules of Pupi l s a n d U n i f o r m R e q u i r e m e n t s , " 
issued c e n t r a l l y i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , are a g o o d i n d i c a t i o n of 
h o w t h e revis ionis ts v i e w y o u t h a n d t h e i r r o l e . "The "Rules f o r 
Pupi l s ' i n d i c a t e a n e n d o r s e m e n t of t h e idea tha t d i s c i p l i n e is a 
p r i m a r y c o n d i t i o n f o r t h e n o r m a l l i f e o f a society, a n d f o r a 
free d e v e l o p m e n t of a l l i ts m e m b e r s , " states t h e tex t . " T h e 
res tora t ion of d i s c i p l i n e also indicates acceptance of t h e 
a u t h o r i t y o f t h e parents , teachers a n d elders. T h e restored 
d i s c i p l i n e d i f f e r s f r o m the t r a d i t i o n a l i n m a n y respects. I t is 
based n o t o n r e l i g i o n b u t o n social m o t i v a t i o n a n d is f ree f r o m 
a l l t h e h a r s h aspects of c o e r c i o n character ist ic of t h e tsarist 
schools ." 7 

Tsarist r e l i g i o n , n o ; state r e l i g i o n , yes. Rules a n d regula­
t ions themselves h a v e a class character , a n d t h e Soviet ru les 
c i t ed b e l o w bear t h e m a r k of a n d serve bourgeois r u l e . Read 
these rules f o r grades 1-3 a n d t h e n ask w h a t t h e i r a t t i t u d e is 
t o w a r d s the c r e a t i v i t y , energy, a n d n a t u r a l q u e s t i o n i n g a n d 
d a r i n g of c h i l d r e n e n t e r i n g school . D o s u c h rules foster a n d 
t e m p e r the rebel l iousness of s tudents , or do t h e y s t u p e f y t h e m 
w i t h a so-called " c o l l e c t i v i s m " of b l i n d obedience? Is 
k n o w l e d g e v i e w e d as s o m e t h i n g to g a i n a n d share w i t h others , 
or as persona l capi ta l f o r one's o w n advancement? 

D u r i n g t h e L e s s o n 
1 . W h e n t h e teacher or a n y a d u l t p e r s o n enters t h e 

class, get u p s i l e n t l y a n d sit d o w n o n l y o n a g i v e n 
s ignal . 

2. W h e n t h e teacher records a t tendance a n d calls 
y o u r n a m e , get u p s i l e n t l y . . . . 

5. Sit s tra ight , do n o t s l o u c h a n d do n o t t u r n a r o u n d . 
6. D o n o t correct y o u r classmate's a n s w e r w i t h o u t t h e 

teacher's p e r m i t . D o n o t p r o m p t . [One has to l e a r n 
that k n o w l e d g e is p r i v a t e capi ta l a f ter a l l . ] 

7. I f y o u are cal led, get u p , s tand s tra ight a n d a n s w e r 
prec ise ly , n o t h u r r y i n g . . . . 

9. W h e n y o u w a n t to ask t h e teacher a ques t ion , raise 
y o u r r i g h t h a n d , keep t h e e l b o w o n t h e desk. O n 
r e c e i v i n g t h e teacher's p e r m i t , get u p , ask t h e ques­
t i o n , sit d o w n . . . . 
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15. I f t h e teacher has p u n i s h e d y o u b y o r d e r i n g y o u 
to s t a n d , go t o t h e d o o r , a n d s t a n d t u r n e d t o t h e 
b l a c k b o a r d . D o n o t s tar t a n y a r g u m e n t s because 
of y o u r p u n i s h m e n t . 

D u r i n g R e c e s s e s a n d A f t e r C l a s s e s 
l . O n t h e p r e m i s e s o f t h e s c h o o l d o n o t s c r e a m , do 

n o t r u n , k e e p o r d e r . . . . 
3 . W h e n y o u m e e t a n a d u l t , s top, m a k e w a y a n d 

greet . I f y o u are s i t t i n g w h e n a n a d u l t passes, get 
u p a n d greet . 

A t H o m e 
1 .S t r i c t ly observe y o u r s c h e d u l e of d a i l y a c t i v i t i e s 

— t r a i n y o u r w i l l p o w e r . 
2 . B e g i n y o u r h o m e w o r k b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e m o s t 

d i f f i c u l t subjects [ h o m e w o r k f o r grades 1-3 is 
r e c o m m e n d e d t o be f r o m 1 to 4 h o u r s p e r 
d a y ] . . . . 

10. B e h a v e i n a c u l t u r e d w a y at t h e tab le . 
1 1 . Be p o l i t e a n d c o u r t e o u s n o t o n l y t o y o u r r e l a t i v e s 

b u t also t o y o u r n e i g h b o r s i n y o u r a p a r t m e n t ; d o 
n o t m a k e noise . 

O u t w a r d A p p e a r a n c e 
1 . C o m e t o s c h o o l i n a c lean , n e a t l y i r o n e d u n i f o r m 

w i t h p o l i s h e d b u t t o n s a n d s h i n e d shoes. 
2. D o n o t keep i n y o u r p o c k e t s u n n e c e s s a r y t h i n g s . 

D o n o t keep y o u r h a n d s i n y o u r p o c k e t s . 

S p e e c h 
1 . W a t c h y o u r speech. D o n o t use "paras i t i c " w o r d s . 
2 . D o n o t use r u d e express ions a n d n i c k n a m e s . 
3. B e h a v e m o d e s t l y a n d d e c e n t l y ; d o n o t embarrass 

p e o p l e w h o s u r r o u n d y o u . D o n o t p u s h , d o n o t 
y e l l , d o n o t speak t o o l o u d l y , d o n o t s i n g w h e r e i t 
is n o t a c c e p t e d . 8 

T h i s s h o u l d give a n i n d i c a t i o n of t h e t y p e of y o u t h tha t t h e 
revis ionis ts w o u l d l i k e to see e m e r g i n g "socialized" f r o m t h e 
school sys tem. A t t h i s p o i n t one is t e m p t e d to m u t t e r a f e w 
"parasitic w o r d s . " A n y U.S . m i l i t a r y academy w o u l d be p r o u d 
of s tudents w h o w o u l d adhere to s u c h a r e g i m e n . 

I t is n o w o n d e r w h y M a o T s e t u n g w a s cons idered a c o m ­
plete here t i c a n d t r o u b l e m a k e r b y t h e Soviet s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l ­
ists f o r c o m m e n t s l i k e t h e f o l l o w i n g o n t h e Chinese schools 
be fore t h e C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n : 

" A t e x a m i n a t i o n s w h i s p e r i n g i n t o each other's ears 
a n d t a k i n g o t h e r people's places o u g h t to be a l l o w e d . 
I f y o u r a n s w e r is good a n d I c o p y i t , t h e n m i n e s h o u l d 
be c o u n t e d as g o o d . W h i s p e r i n g i n o t h e r people's ears 
a n d t a k i n g e x a m i n a t i o n s i n o ther people's names used 
to be d o n e secret ly . Let i t n o w be d o n e o p e n l y . . . . 
W e m u s t do t h i n g s i n a l i v e l y f a s h i o n , n o t i n a lifeless 
f a s h i o n . T h e r e are teachers w h o r a m b l e o n a n d o n 
w h e n t h e y lec ture ; t h e y s h o u l d let t h e i r s tudents doze 
o f f . I f y o u r l e c t u r e is n o good, w h y insist o n others 

l i s t e n i n g to you? Rather t h a n k e e p i n g y o u r eyes o p e n 
a n d l i s t e n i n g to b o r i n g lectures , i t is bet ter to get some 
r e f r e s h i n g sleep. Y o u don' t h a v e to l i s t e n to nonsense, 
y o u can rest y o u r b r a i n ins tead . " 9 

Mao's p r i n c i p a l o r i e n t a t i o n o n e d u c a t i o n w a s t o cal l o n t h e 
y o u t h to b o l d l y p a r t i c i p a t e i n society, c h a l l e n g i n g t h e o l d , 
o v e r t h r o w i n g t h e reac t ionary , a n d b r i n g i n g f o r w a r d socialist 
n e w t h i n g s . I n l i n e w i t h t h i s , he cons is tent ly f o u g h t f o r the i n ­
t e g r a t i o n of t h e o r y a n d prac t i ce at every grade l eve l , b o t h i n 
p o l i t i c s a n d p r o d u c t i o n . A s p a r t o f t h e la t ter , schools c a r r i e d 
o u t m a n u a l l abor a n d w e r e o f t e n l i n k e d to p r o d u c t i o n u n i t s . 
To c a r r y o u t th i s o r i e n t a t i o n , M a o opposed the p i l i n g o n of 
b o o k w o r k to t h e d e t r i m e n t n o t o n l y o f po l i t i c s a n d p r o d u c t i o n 
b u t p lays , sports , a n d social ac t iv i t ies as w e l l , a n d he u p h e l d 
the a l l - a r o u n d d e v e l o p m e n t of c h i l d r e n a n d y o u t h , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e i r p h y s i c a l a n d social d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h e r e w a s great s truggle d u r i n g t h e C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n 
that p a r t i c u l a r l y focused o n such quest ions as b l i n d obedience 
to a u t h o r i t y a n d t h e ro le o f s tudents i n society. T h e Chinese 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s f o u g h t f o r a p p l y i n g t h e mass l i n e i n t e a c h i n g 
m e t h o d s i n o p p o s i t i o n to t h e r e v i s i o n i s t garbage of "teacher 
ta lks , y o u l i s ten" seen i n t h e Soviet ru les a n d r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

" I n p r a c t i c i n g t h i s n e w teach ing m e t h o d , i t is essen­
t i a l to adhere to the mass l i n e of ' f r o m t h e masses, to 
t h e masses' i n teach ing . T h e teacher s h o u l d serve t h e 
s tudents . H i s ro le is to h e l p raise the a b i l i t y o f t h e 
s tudents to t h i n k f o r themselves , to s t u d y p r o b l e m s 
a n d to pract ice . T h e r e f o r e , he s h o u l d l e a r n f r o m the 
s tudents a n d m a k e invest igat ions a m o n g t h e m . " 1 0 

" T e a c h i n g m e t h o d s are d e f i n i t e l y n o t o n l y a q u e s t i o n 
of spec i f i c m e t h o d s , b u t , w h a t is m o r e i m p o r t a n t , are 
a q u e s t i o n o f p r i n c i p l e , a q u e s t i o n of o r g a n i z i n g 
t e a c h i n g a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h class' t h e o r y o f k n o w l ­
edge a n d m e t h o d o l o g y . T h e b o u r g e o i s t e a c h i n g 
m e t h o d s center o n b o o k s a n d teachers a n d d i v o r c e s 
t h e o r y f r o m p r a c t i c e . ' T h e teacher c r a m s t h e 
s t u d e n t s w i t h h i s l e c t u r e t h r o u g h o u t t h e class w h i l e 
t h e s t u d e n t s f o l l o w h i m m e c h a n i c a l l y . ' T h e s e 
m e t h o d s c o m p l e t e l y v i o l a t e t h e l a w o f k n o w i n g t h e 
t r u t h a n d t h e y can o n l y b r i n g u p b o o k w o r m s w h o 
d i v o r c e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m p r o l e t a r i a n p o l i t i c s , f r o m 
t h e w o r k e r a n d peasant masses a n d f r o m p r a c t i c e . " 1 1 

T o t r y a n d get t h e c h i l d r e n t o o b e y t h e r u l e s a n d 
a u t h o r i t i e s , Soviet teachers are i n s t r u c t e d t o use s o m e t h i n g 
t h e y c a l l "social ist c o m p e t i t i o n . " T h i s m i g h t be k n o w n i n t h e 
U . S . as " u s i n g p e e r - g r o u p pressure t o get t h e d e s i r e d r e s u l t s . " 
E x c e p t t h a t i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , a c h i e v i n g c o n f o r m i t y is p r o ­
j e c t e d as a c q u i r i n g c o m m u n i s t consciousness . O n e o f t h e 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t s i n t h i s d i s c i p l i n e is a c o n t i n u o u s at­
t e m p t to d e v e l o p a chi ld ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e g r o u p o r as 
t h e Soviets p u t i t , t h e " c h i l d r e n ' s c o l l e c t i v e . " I f a c h i l d sk ips 
class, fa i l s t o d o h i s h o m e w o r k p r o p e r l y , p e r f o r m s p o o r l y o n 
a test , h e is chast ised m o r e f o r l e t t i n g t h e g r o u p d o w n t h a n | 

60 Revolution/Summer 1984 



f o r h i s i n d i v i d u a l e r r o r s . Soviet schools m a k e ex tens ive use 
of p u b l i c c r i t i c i s m b y o t h e r s t u d e n t s as w e l l as teachers to 
p r o d u c e c o n f o r m i n g c h i l d r e n . 

A m e r i c a n a u t h o r U r i e B r o n f e n b r e n n e r , w h o d i d research 
i n t h e Soviet U n i o n o n t h e i r m e t h o d s of c h i l d u p b r i n g i n g , 
relates the f o l l o w i n g o b s e r v a t i o n of co l lec t ive d i s c i p l i n e (and 
h u m i l i a t i o n ) i n a f i rs t -grade c lassroom w h e r e each c h i l d w a s to 
rec i te a m e m o r i z e d p o e m : 

" I t is n o w Larissa's t u r n . She w a l k s p r i m l y to t h e f r o n t 
o f t h e r o o m , starts o f f b r a v e l y a n d f i n i s h e d t w o stan­
zas. Suddenly , s i lence. Larissa has f o r g o t t e n . T h e r e is 
n o p r o m p t i n g e i ther f r o m teacher or f r o m f r i e n d s . T h e 
si lence c o n t i n u e s . 

" T h e n t h e teacher speaks, s o f t l y b u t f i r m l y , 
'Larissa, y o u h a v e d i s a p p o i n t e d y o u r m o t h e r , y o u 
h a v e d i s a p p o i n t e d y o u r f a t h e r a n d above a l l , y o u h a v e 
d i s a p p o i n t e d y o u r comrades w h o are s i t t i n g be fore 
y o u . G o back to y o u r place . T h e y do n o t w i s h to hear 
a n y t h i n g m o r e f r o m y o u t o d a y . ' 

" W i t h head d o w n , Larissa s i l e n t l y r e t u r n s to her 
seat, a t e a r d r o p f l o w i n g d o w n each cheek . " 1 2 

W h i l e t h i s m a y be t r u m p e t e d b y t h e revis ionis ts as "social­
ist" pedagogy f o r t r y i n g to deve lop a "col lect ive consciousness" 
a m o n g the y o u t h i n o p p o s i t i o n to the i n d i v i d u a l i s m of the 
W e s t e r n i m p e r i a l i s t s , the q u e s t i o n has to be posed: co l lec t ive 
consciousness f o r w h a t ? For g a i n i n g adherence to the reac­
t i o n a r y status q u o , f o r go ing a l o n g w i t h t h e soc ia l - imper ia l i s t 
t i d e . T h i s is n o t socialist . T h e b o t t o m l i n e here is k o w t o w i n g to 
a u t h o r i t y , u s i n g "the m a j o r i t y " as a c l u b to g a i n obedience . 

H o w e v e r , despite t h e d e t a i l i n g of e v e r y m i n u t e p r o p e r 
b e h a v i o r a n d the great a t t e n t i o n p a i d to g a i n i n g t h e c o m ­
p l i a n c e o f t h e y o u t h , t h e Soviets don' t h a v e q u a l i t a t i v e l y m o r e 
success i n suppress ing t h e y o u t h t h a n the schools do i n the 
U.S . A Soviet magazine ar t i c l e cal led "A T y p i c a l D a y i n A 
School W i t h o u t U n i f o r m R e q u i r e m e n t s , " bemoans t h e lack of 
d i s c i p l i n e i n a t y p i c a l school . T h e ar t i c le describes such a n t i ­
social b e h a v i o r as r e f u s i n g to s tand w h e n a n s w e r i n g i n class, 
p r o m p t i n g o t h e r s tudents a n d a r g u i n g w i t h t h e teacher, caus­
i n g c o m m o t i o n s i n t h e h a l l w a y s - " p u s h i n g e v e r y b o d y t h e y 
meet out o f t h e i r p a t h . " A n d w o r s e ye t "a w e l t e r o f confused 
a n d d iscordant sounds f i l l s t h e a ir" (this m u s t be p a r t i c u l a r l y 
displeas ing to the revis ionis ts since " h a r m o n y " is t h e h a l l m a r k 
o f a d u t i f u l subject of s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m ) . A c c o r d i n g to t h i s ar­
t i c l e , even t h e s tudent m o n i t o r s lose f a i t h i n h a v i n g success i n 
" p u t t i n g th ings r i g h t " a n d p r e f e r to go a b o u t t h e i r o w n 
bus iness . T h e a r t i c l e c o n c l u d e s : 

"School is o v e r b u t t h e s t u d e n t s c o n t i n u e to r o a m 
a b o u t . Such k i n d of d i s c i p l i n e is character is t ic o f 
m a n y schools. N o serious d i s r u p t i o n s take place . 
Somet imes a p u p i l breaks a w i n d o w pane or is r u d e t o 
a teacher . N o greater transgressions of establ ished 
n o r m s o c c u r t h a n c o p y i n g an assignment, , cheat ing , 
c o m i n g late or f a i l u r e to greet . I f o n l y academic p r o ­
gress is good , such a school is cons idered as good . 

H o w e v e r , Russian pedagogues be l ieve that f r o m an 
e d u c a t i o n p o i n t o f v i e w such a d i s c i p l i n e is d i s t u r b i n g . 
Lack of f i r m r e q u i r e m e n t s a n d i n d i f f e r e n c e to l i t t l e 
t h i n g s educate i n d i f f e r e n t people w i t h a negl igent at­
t i t u d e to w o r k a n d society, i n c l i n e d to s h o w o f f a n d 
even, i f necessary, to cheat . " 1 3 

A n d even, perhaps , to q u e s t i o n a n d r e b e l . . . . 

H o w t h e S o v i e t s V i e w t h e S o c i a l i z a t i o n P r o c e s s 

T h e Soviets themselves lay o u t q u i t e f r a n k l y h o w t h e y see 
d e v e l o p i n g w h a t t h e y cal l "a c o m m u n i s t w o r l d v i e w " i n t h e i r 
s tudents . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the " c o m m u n i s t w o r l d v i e w " — i n the 
Soviet r e n d i t i o n - is h a r d to d i s t i n g u i s h f r o m the tenets o f 
good c i t izenship t a u g h t i n U.S. schools. 

A recent Soviet text on educat ion — i n a sect ion speci f ical ­
l y d e v o t e d to " i n s t i l l i n g a c o m m u n i s t w o r l d v i e w " . — c o r r e c t l y 
notes tha t "the f o r m a t i o n of a c o m m u n i s t w o r l d v i e w . . . can­
n o t be r e d u c e d solely to the a s s i m i l a t i o n of a s u m to ta l of scien­
t i f i c facts." Values a n d a t t i tudes are also c r i t i c a l . But the values 
a n d a t t i tudes s p o k e n of here seem to be obedience p u r e a n d 
s i m p l e : 

" T h u s , t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a n a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 
k n o w l e d g e t a u g h t i n school (belief i n its t r u t h f u l n e s s ) 
a n d t o w a r d the school's n o r m s a n d rules of b e h a v i o r 
(acceptance of the latter) m u s t be s ingled o u t as ye t 
a n o t h e r stage [ i n the d e v e l o p m e n t of a c o m m u n i s t 
w o r l d v i e w ] . T h i s stage i n c l u d e s a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
t h e need to master basic, soc ia l ly necessary k n o w l ­
edge (scienti f ic pr inc ip les ) a n d b e h a v i o r a l n o r m s a n d 
to m a k e one's o w n v a l u e j u d g m e n t s . " 1 4 

Search as one m i g h t t h r o u g h th i s en t i re w o r k , a n d y o u w i l l n o t 
f i n d a n y t h i n g about the need to deve lop the capac i ty to c r i t i ­
cize, or s t i l l less w h a t M a o once ca l led a c o n q u e r i n g s p i r i t . T h e 
closest tha t the text approaches th i s is s o m e w h a t later, w h e n 
t h e need to d e f e n d one's c o n v i c t i o n s i n disputes against " p h i l i -
stines a n d r u m o r m o n g e r s . . . ideo logica l o p p o n e n t s a n d r e l i ­
g ionists" is stressed. B u t the far m o r e i m p o r t a n t q u a l i t y t h a t 
m u s t be d e v e l o p e d — t h e need to be w i l l i n g to go against a t i d e 
of those i n a u t h o r i t y a n d (closely re la ted to that) to be able to 
d i scern a M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t f r o m a rev is ionis t l i n e - is u t t e r l y 
n e g a t e d . I n d e e d , t h e e m p h a s i s o n d e f e n d i n g "one's 
c o n v i c t i o n s " against w h a t i n the Soviet U n i o n are essential ly 
m i n o r i t y v i e w p o i n t s is l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a cal l f o r the sort o f self-
s tar t ing v e n t r i l o q u i s t s ' d u m m i e s so c o m m o n i n bourgeois 
society. A n d w h e n t h e a u t h o r s s u m u p the sort of qual i t ies 
t h e y are t r y i n g to i n s t i l l , one reads a h o m i l y l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t t h a n 
t h e Boy Scout credo: 

"The w o r l d v i e w is i n s e p a r a b l e f r o m t h e g e n e r a l 
o r i e n t a t i o n of the h u m a n p e r s o n a l i t y . A p e r s o n w h o 
possesses a c o m m u n i s t w o r l d v i e w is character ized b y ' 
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h o n e s t y , p r i n c i p l e , s t a u n c h n e s s , c o u r a g e , p u r -
posefulness, decisiveness, steadfastness i n c a r r y i n g 
out f o r m u l a t e d tasks, a n d a fee l ing of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r a n assigned t a s k . " 1 5 

T h e text also covers the ro le o f the schools i n th i s process. 
T h e a u t h o r s note h o w the teacher can use t h e v a r i o u s subjects 
to d r a w out the basic p r i n c i p l e s of m a t e r i a l i s m . But th i s 
m a t e r i a l i s m is a v e r y d r y a n d dessicated t h i n g i n d e e d , w e l l 
w i t h i n the b o u n d s of bourgeois c o n v e n t i o n a l w i s d o m , at least 
of t h e l i b e r a l v a r i e t y . A l l r e a c t i o n a r y ideology, f o r example , is 
here r e d u c e d to r e l i g i o n ; t h e need to c o m b a t t h e m o r e per­
vasive , sophist icated, a n d d a m a g i n g bourgeois p h i l o s o p h i e s o f 
p o s i t i v i s m , p r a g m a t i s m , a g n o s t i c i s m , a n d t h e v a r i o u s 
m e c h a n i c a l mater ia l i s t ideologies ( s o c i a l - D a r w i n i s m , reduc-
t i o n i s m , etc.) is n o t m e n t i o n e d at a l l . 

B e y o n d that , m i s s i n g i n th i s t r a i n i n g is t h e masses. T h e o n ­
l y w a y g i v e n i n t h e text f o r i n s t i l l i n g i n the "pupi l s a f ee l ing of 
p r o l e t a r i a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m a n d f r a t e r n a l s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the 
peoples o f countr ies tha t are f i g h t i n g f o r t h e i r l i b e r t y a n d i n ­
dependence" is geography! Contrast tha t w i t h t h e o r i e n t a t i o n 
i n the New Programme of the RCP, USA t o w a r d s th i s task of the 
socialist e d u c a t i o n sys tem: 

"This [educat ion i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m ] w i l l be done not 
o n l y t h r o u g h s t u d y a n d general discussion, i n c l u d i n g 
classes e d u c a t i n g a l l s tudents i n the real h i s t o r y , scien­
t i f i c a l l y u n d e r s t o o d , of t h e v a r i o u s oppressed peoples 

' a n d nat ions , ins ide and outs ide th i s c o u n t r y , of the op­
press ion of w o m e n i n class society, etc., b u t also b y 
b r i n g i n g o u t f r o m the exper ience of the masses t h e m ­
selves, a n d t h r o u g h debate a n d struggle a m o n g t h e m , 
w h a t the concrete effects of n a t i o n a l oppress ion, the 
o p p r e s s i o n of w o m e n , a n d s i m i l a r c r i m e s o f 
c a p i t a l i s m are a n d w h o s e interests t h e y a n d t h e i r 
ideologica l expressions of r a c i s m a n d c h a u v i n i s m 
serve. A n d th i s w i l l n o t be c a r r i e d o u t b y the students 
alone, i n i so la t ion f r o m the rest of society a n d the 
masses of people , b u t b y h a v i n g representat ives o f the 
masses, i n c l u d i n g even w o r k e r s a n d oppressed people 
f r o m other countr ies , come i n t o the classrooms a n d 
give t h e s tudents a l i v i n g u n d e r s t a n d i n g of these ques­
t ions , a n d b y h a v i n g t h e s tudents go out b r o a d l y 
a m o n g the w o r k e r s , t h e f o r m e r l y oppressed na­
t iona l i t i es , w o m e n a n d others , a n d h o l d discussion 
a n d struggle w i t h t h e m o n these decis ive ques t ions . " 1 6 

I n contrast , i n t h i s Soviet text o n e d u c a t i o n , t h e n o t i o n of 
the i m p o r t a n c e of e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r a c t i v i t y is s i m i l a r l y s lanted. 
F i e l d t r i p s , of course, are de rigeur, a n d the teacher is encour­
aged to a l l o w especial ly apt p u p i l s to prepare lectures, etc. B u t 
a l l t h i s has a v e r y pat character - again, the s i m i l a r i t y to the 
class t r i p s to W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . a n d to v a r i o u s i m p e r i a l i s t 
shrines i n the U.S. comes i m m e d i a t e l y to m i n d - a n d is far 
f r o m a c t u a l l y p l u n g i n g a c t i v e l y i n t o the class s truggle . 

T h e Soviets also take note o f the i m p o r t a n c e of labor, b u t 
the reasons adduced have n o t h i n g to do w i t h n a r r o w i n g the gap 

b e t w e e n m e n t a l a n d m a n u a l labor, or m a k i n g educat ion serve 
pro le tar ian pol i t ics ; indeed, jus t the opposite. W e are t o l d that 
"this w o r k helps p u p i l s choose an occupat ion and , at the same 
t i m e , introduces t h e m to the general pr inc ip les of w o r k organi­
zat ion at a socialist p r o d u c t i o n enterprise t h r o u g h the example 
of actual p r o d u c t i o n . " A g a i n . . . U.S. educat ional re formers , 
take note! 

T h e R a t R a c e , S o v i e t - S t y l e 

A s i n t h e o p e n l y capital is t societies, grades are used to 
t r a i n t h e s tudents i n a bourgeois a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s k n o w l e d g e 
a n d i n bourgeois values genera l ly . Grades, a l o n g w i t h en­
t rance exams, d e t e r m i n e w h a t k i n d of j o b the s tudent w i l l get. 
H i g h grades i n g r a m m a r school f u n n e l a s tudent i n t o an 
academic h i g h school ; h i g h grades a n d good test scores lead 
f r o m there to a h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n - the vuz - a n d 
f r o m t h e r e to the m i d d l e or u p p e r levels of Soviet society. L o w 
grades, o n the o t h e r h a n d , c h a n n e l the s tudent to t e c h n i c a l 
school a n d m a n u a l labor - that is, to wage-s lavery. 

W h y study? To get r i c h . Soviet sociologists are clear o n 
t h i s : 

" D i r e c t m a t e r i a l s t i m u l a t i o n is i m m e d i a t e r e w a r d f o r 
specif ic a c t i v i t y t h r o u g h increased p a y . I n d i r e c t 
s t i m u l a t i o n is n o t connec ted w i t h such d i rec t r e w a r d ; 
i t is ra ther , the i n d i v i d u a l ' s hope that he m a y i m p r o v e 
his m a t e r i a l s i t u a t i o n , b y say, increased s k i l l or. p r o ­
d u c t i v i t y . I n the f i n a l analysis , b o t h m a t e r i a l a n d 
m o r a l incent ives a i m to i m p l a n t a correct social 
e v a l u a t i o n of educat ion a n d to deve lop a m o n g y o u t h 
t h e asp i ra t ion to increase t h e i r k n o w l e d g e . " 1 7 

W h a t a l l th i s pseudo-sc ient i f ic c laptrap comes d o w n to is 
p r o m o t i o n of "me-f i rs t " bourgeois ideo logy t h r o u g h P a v l o v i a n 
b e h a v i o r i s m , p l u s the "socialist" p a r t of h e l p i n g society 
t h r o u g h d o i n g a good j o b of h e l p i n g yourse l f . Play the game 
w e l l a n d y o u w i l l be r e w a r d e d . T h e m o r a l incent ives s p o k e n 
of are n o t those of c o m m u n i s t m o r a l i t y s e r v i n g t h e struggle to 
l ibera te a l l of h u m a n i t y , b u t the bourgeois m o r a l i t y o f the 
chase after c o m m o d i t i e s . These are t h e h i g h aspirat ions a n d 
so-called "socialist consciousness" i n s t i l l e d b y the w o r k i n g s of 
t h e e d u c a t i o n sys tem. 

A y o u n g Soviet w o m a n descr ibed t h i s sc ramble f o r 
" rewards" i n Moscow Women: 

" I n the b e g i n n i n g , i t wasn ' t too bad , b u t the older I . 
became the w o r s e i t got. W h e n I reached the e i g h t h or 
n i n t h grade I c o u l d h a r d l y s tand i t a n y l o n g e r . . . . 
Y o u k n o w , o u r system is a n t i q u a t e d . T h e y don't beat 
us the w a y t h e y d i d u n d e r t h e czars, b u t o t h e r w i s e 
n o t h i n g has changed. T h e sys tem forces us to l e a r n 
t h i n g s b y rote , to s t u d y w i t h o u t u n d e r s t a n d i n g . It's 
v e r y s e l d o m a teacher t r ies to arouse the s tudents ' i n - -
terest i n a n y t h i n g . E v e r y o n e is r e q u i r e d to l e a r n the 
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same t h i n g a n d t h i n k i n t h e same w a y . A n d the 
hys ter ia over m a r k s is h o r r i b l e . E v e n seven- a n d 
eight-year-olds s t r i v e f o r h i g h m a r k s , a n d m a n y are 
beaten i f t h e y c o m e h o m e w i t h D's a n d F's. There's a 
t e r r i b l e r u c k u s i n school as w e l l i f someone gets a b a d 
m a r k . T h e teachers y e l l a n d t h e s tudents have to go to 
meet ings a n d s t u f f l i k e that to d i s c i p l i n e t h e m . T h a t 
m u s t absolute ly be the w o r s t w a y to get a c h i l d to 
l e a r n s o m e t h i n g . " 1 8 

T h e g r a d i n g sys tem teaches the s tudents to s h r e w d l y 
calculate t h e i r m a r k e t v a l u e , a n d to i d e n t i f y tha t w i t h t h e i r 
essence, t h e i r v e r y raison d'etre, or at the least t h e i r w o r t h as 
h u m a n s . T h e message is m a d e clear - those w h o are n o t t r a i n ­
ed to r u n t h e maze w e l l are w o r t h less, a n d t h e w o r k i n g class is 
w o r t h least o f a l l . K n o w l e d g e is p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , s o m e t h i n g to 
be h o a r d e d ra ther t h a n shared, used to raise one's se l l ing p r i c e 
ra ther t h a n r e v o l u t i o n i z e t h e w o r l d . T h e e x p l i c i t l i p service 
p a i d to r u l e o f the p r o l e t a r i a t , the n o b i l i t y o f m a n u a l labor , a n d 
so o n - w h i c h is a d m i t t e d l y q u i t e p r e v a l e n t i n the Soviet 
school sys tem - counts f o r l i t t l e against the content o f t h e en­
t i r e pract ice o f the Soviet e d u c a t i o n sys tem. A t best i t a m o u n t s 
to m a k i n g a m i n o r i c o n of T h e S k i l l e d T r a d e s m a n . 

E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r A c t i v i t i e s 

E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r ac t iv i t ies have h i s t o r i c a l l y p l a y e d a n i m ­
p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e Soviet educat iona l sys tem; especial ly 
before the recent i n t r o d u c t i o n of "opt ions" or e lect ive courses 
i n t h e late '60s - essential ly a m e t h o d to g ive some students 
the " o p t i o n " of col lege-prep courses a n d others the " o p t i o n " of 
v o c a t i o n a l ed - these w e r e the m a i n w a y of g i v i n g special ized 
college p r e p a r a t o r y i n s t r u c t i o n t o s t u d e n t s i n genera l 
s c h o o l s . 1 9 W h i l e the stated a i m of these ac t iv i t ies is t h e a l l -
a r o u n d e d u c a t i o n of t h e y o u t h , t h i s too is a i m e d t o w a r d n u r ­
t u r i n g "special ta lents" a m o n g the bet ter s tudents w h i l e others 
take u p m o r e o r d i n a r y interests . T h e af ter -school c lubs 
genera l ly focus o n subjects s u c h as m a t h , science, etc., a n d 
a i m to g ive t h e s tudents accelerated w o r k outs ide the 
"egal i tar ian" c u r r i c u l u m of the general school . O b v i o u s l y it's 
n o t w r o n g f o r s tudents to p u r s u e special interests i n , say, 
science or language, b u t t h e ro le of these c lubs is to enhance 
the prac t i ce a n d v i e w of increas ing persona l capi ta l t h r o u g h 
spec ia l iz ing i n a pres t ig ious f i e l d at a n ear ly age. T h e h e a v y 
emphas i s o n academics f r o m the 6-day school w e e k to t h e 3-4 
hours r e c o m m e n d e d d a i l y h o m e w o r k , to t h e a d d i t i o n of 
' c lubs" w h i c h essential ly p r i m e t h e s tudents f o r college en­
trance exams, a l l p o i n t to the revis ionis ts ' v i e w that an advanc­
e d youth is one w h o has his/her nose s t u c k i n a b o o k at a l l 
times. 

I n addition to school c lubs are chi ldren 's sections of 
Palaces a n d Houses f o r Pioneers a n d S c h o o l c h i l d r e n . These 
often have special c i rc les i n m a t h , science, a s t r o n o m y , a n d 
languages for the "academical ly g i f t e d " w h o can o n l y get i n 
based on entrance r e q u i r e m e n t s o f good grades. Tes t imonia l s 

f r o m c i rc le leaders g ive a n a d d e d boost f o r vuz (higher-educa­
t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n ) e n t r y . These are m u c h m o r e accessible i n t h e 
m a j o r cit ies t h a n i n r u r a l areas a n d m u c h m o r e so i n t h e E u r o ­
p e a n r e p u b l i c s . T h e r e are also the e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r Y o u n g Peo­
ple's M a t h e m a t i c s Schools w i t h select ive a d m i s s i o n that teach 
e n g i n e e r i n g design, e lectronics , a n d c o m p u t e r t e c h n o l o g y , as 
w e l l as m a t h e m a t i c s . A t t e n d a n c e a n d h a r d w o r k are 
o b l i g a t o r y at these schools; i n fact at some, appl i cants have to 
p r o d u c e m e d i c a l cert i f icates s h o w i n g t h e y can take t h e pace! 
T h e r e are also L i t t l e Academies w i t h facul t ies o f a r c h i t e c t u r e 
a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n , geology a n d geophysics , b iogeography, 
m a t h a n d physics, chemis try , medic ine , h is tory , fore ign lan­
guages, l i terature , a n d j o u r n a l i s m . 2 0 

F r o m a bourgeois p o i n t o f v i e w these e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r ac­
t i v i t i e s s h o w the excellence of Soviet e d u c a t i o n . A l l these ac­
t i v i t i e s lay h e a v y stress o n p u s h i n g y o u t h to f i n d a specia l ty at 
an ear ly age a n d p u r s u e i t . N o d o u b t those w h o lack such a n 
earnest rev is ionis t v i e w of l i f e lose out o n the ladder to per­
sonal g a i n a n d f a m e as a n a d u l t . T h e P u r i t a n w o r k ethic is 
a l ive a n d w e l l i n the Soviet U n i o n . 

W h i l e the o f f i c i a l "egal i tar ian" p o l i c y has a l l the s tudents 
f o r the f i r s t eight grades sit i n t h e same class irregardless o f 
t h e i r m a r k s , the s p l i t t i n g of t h e m soc ia l ly i n t o those w h o 
" d i l i g e n t l y s t u d y " t h e great m a j o r i t y of t h e i r t i m e a n d the "lag­
gards" a n d goof-offs w h o j u s t w a n t to h a v e f u n after school a n d 
on w e e k e n d s is b o u n d to be encouraged b y the set-up i tsel f 
w i t h o u t ever h a v i n g to say a n o f f i c i a l w o r d . T h i s social d i v i ­
s ion is c a r r i e d i n t o t h e o p e n l y t r a c k e d h igh-school sys tem 
w h e r e t h e technica l schools r e p o r t a m u c h greater p r o b l e m 
w i t h d i s c i p l i n e - absenteeism, lack of respect, a l c o h o l i s m -
t h a n i n the general schools. 

P o l i t i c a l E d u c a t i o n 

T h u s far w e have focused o n t h e ideologica l v i e w p o i n t i n ­
culcated i n t h e s tudents of the Soviet school sys tem. A t t h e 
same t i m e , i n a n y e d u c a t i o n a l sys tem there is also a n i m p o r ­
tant role f o r d i rec t p o l i t i c a l t r a i n i n g . P o l i t i c a l e d u c a t i o n i n the 
ear ly grades i n t h e Soviet sys tem is s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r i n 
essence to tha t o f the U.S. T h e y have v a r i o u s r i t u a l s w h o s e 
messages c o n c e r n p a t r i o t i s m : " h o w l u c k y w e are to have i t so 
good, " " w o r k i n g h a r d f o r ourselves, o u r f a m i l y , o u r co l lec t ive 
a n d o u r c o u n t r y , " etc. I n cer ta in respects t h e f o r m is closer to 
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t b i b l e schools i n t h e U.S. , w i t h o u t t h e c o r p o r a l 
p u n i s h m e n t , t h a n to t h e general r u n of t h e p u b l i c schools. T h e 
c h i l d r e n m a y be too y o u n g f o r s t u d y of the rev is ion is t v e r s i o n 
of the "science" of M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , b u t t h e y can s t i l l be i n ­
culcated w i t h the d e v o t i o n o f a p e n i t e n t to t h e state r e l i g i o n . 

T h e " l i fe a n d ac t iv i t ies o f L e n i n " is a m a i n focal p o i n t o f 
p o l i t i c a l educat ion t h r o u g h o u t a l l grades. Jacoby, a n A m e r i c a n 
w r i t e r w h o l i v e d i n the Soviet U n i o n , describes i t : 

" L e n i n is an adequate subs t i tu te f o r a n y gods t h e 
c h i l d r e n m i g h t desire . M y f i r s t i m p r e s s i o n of the 
s i m i l a r i t y b e t w e e n Soviet schools a n d the R o m a n 
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Cathol i c schools I a t t ended as a c h i l d w a s r e i n f o r c e d 
b y the 'shrines' to L e n i n i n n e a r l y every k i n d e r g a r t e n 
c lassroom. Each r o o m w o u l d have a p o r t r a i t o f L e n i n 
s u r r o u n d e d b y f resh f l o w e r s a n d r i b b o n s , u s u a l l y 
p l a c e d o n a s m a l l t ab le b e n e a t h t h e p i c t u r e . 
Somet imes there w o u l d be a p o p u l a r p i c t u r e of L e n i n 
w i t h c h i l d r e n o n his knee , r e m i n d i n g m e of m y o l d 
s c h o o l r o o m p i c t u r e s o f Jesus t h e G o o d S h e p h e r d . " 2 1 

Lenin's m a i n a t t r i b u t e f o r c o n s u m p t i o n b y c h i l d r e n , ac­
c o r d i n g to the revis ionis ts , is h i s c o n c e r n f o r the w e l f a r e of t h e 
people - a k i n d l y o l d u n c l e . To increase the ac t ive i n v o l v e ­
m e n t a n d interest o f the c h i l d r e n i n s t u d y i n g a n d " b e l i e v i n g i n " 
th i s b e n e v o l e n t o l d m a n , t h e s tudents s ing songs a n d m a k e 
f i e l d t r i p s to d i f f e r e n t places c o n n e c t e d w i t h L e n i n . 

"Teachers r e a d stores a b o u t D y a d y a L e n i n ( U n c l e 
L e n i n ) a n d his love a n d c o n c e r n f o r c h i l d r e n . T h e 
c h i l d r e n s ing songs about L e n i n . T h e f i v e - a n d six-
year-olds m a k e excurs ions to d i f f e r e n t places con­
nec ted w i t h the l i f e of L e n i n . . . t h e i r teacher t o l d 
t h e m : ' T h i s spot is w h e r e D y a d y a L e n i n m a d e one of 
his most i m p o r t a n t speeches to the w o r k e r s . T h e y 
w e r e people j u s t l i k e y o u r parents , a n d he t o l d t h e m i n 
o u r c o u n t r y f r o m that day o n , n o c h i l d r e n w o u l d ever 
be h u n g r y . T h e r e w e r e c h i l d r e n l ike , y o u w h o h a d 
n e v e r seen w h i t e b r e a d . T h e y w o u l d n o t h a v e 
recognized the c a n d y a n d ice c r e a m w h i c h y o u h a v e 
f o r dessert. D y a d y a L e n i n d r e a m e d of a w o r l d i n 
w h i c h a l l these t h i n g s w o u l d seem o r d i n a r y to 
c h i l d r e n l i k e y o u a n d his d r e a m has c o m e t r u e . ' " 2 2 

So here w e h a v e L e n i n as fa ther o f "ice c r e a m c o m m u n i s m , " 
c o m p l e t e l y s t r i p p e d of h is r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i n e a n d s p i r i t . 

I n t h e e i g h t h grade a l l s tudents take a course cal led " F u n ­
d a m e n t a l Pr inc ip les of t h e Soviet State a n d L a w , " w h i c h is 
r o u g h l y e q u i v a l e n t to "civics" or " C o n s t i t u t i o n " courses i n the 
U.S . T h i s is t h e f i r s t f o r m a l p o l i t i c a l - e d u c a t i o n course t h e 
s tudents take . A n e x t r e m e l y e n l i g h t e n i n g (and self-exposing) 
ar t ic le , ' V . I . L e n i n a n d the T e a c h i n g of State L a w to Y o u t h , " ap­
peared i n a 1980 j o u r n a l of the USSR A c a d e m y of Pedagogical 
Sciences. T h e ar t i c l e is w r i t t e n f o r teachers i n pedagogical i n ­
st i tutes w h o teach p o l i t i c a l e d u c a t i o n courses, a n d i tsel f is a n 
excel lent e x a m p l e of u s i n g t h e "bible verse" m e t h o d o f so-
ca l led M a r x i s m — q u o t i n g phrases f r o m L e n i n as a n a u t h o r i t y 
t o t a l l y o u t o f context to m a k e th i s or t h a t rev is ion is t p o i n t . T h e 
a r t i c l e goes i n t o t h e n e e d f o r t h e " T e a c h i n g o f State L a w " 
course a n d w h a t p u r p o s e i t hopes to a c c o m p l i s h : 

" I n recent years o u r c o u n t r y has d e v e l o p e d a n d i m ­
p l e m e n t e d a n u m b e r of basic measures t o i n t e n s i f y 
the l a w e d u c a t i o n of y o u t h . T h e p r o g r a m f o r t h i s ac­
t i v i t y w a s f o r m u l a t e d i n C o m r a d e L . I . Brezhnev's 
w e l l - k n o w n w o r d s t h a t 'respect f o r the l a w m u s t 
b e c o m e everyone 's p e r s o n a l c o n v i c t i o n . ' " 

A n d , 

' " M o r a l e d u c a t i o n creates t h e necessary p r e r e q u i s i t e 
f o r i n s t i l l i n g a deep respect f o r the a u t h o r i t y of t h e 
l a w , a n d e d u c a t i o n about the l a w a f f i r m s c o m m u n i s t 
m o r a l i t y i n e v e r y d a y l i f e . ' " 2 3 

A n y w h y is i t so i m p o r t a n t f o r the y o u t h to have such a "deep 
respect for the a u t h o r i t y of the law"? 

" T e a c h i n g t h e ' F u n d a m e n t a l P r i n c i p l e s o f t h e Soviet 
State a n d L a w ' p r o m o t e s m o r e act ive p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 
school y o u t h i n the m a i n t e n a n c e of p u b l i c order . I t is 
i l l u s t r a t i v e t h a t i n the last t w o years, the n u m b e r of 
y o u n g Dzerzhinsk i - i t es a n d Y o u n g Fr iends of t h e 
Police[!] has increased m o r e t h a n 1.5 f o l d a n d is n o w 
o v e r 50 ,000." 2 4 

T h e a r t i c l e goes o n to c r i t i c i z e schools t h a t t r y to a v o i d i n ­
t r o d u c i n g c h i l d r e n to i n v o l v e m e n t as f i n k s a n d e n f o r c e r s 
t h r o u g h s u c h t h i n g s as "school m o n i t o r d u t y , o r d e r a n d 
d i s c i p l i n e p a t r o l s . . . a n d F r i e n d s of t h e Pol ice . " I t t h e n cites 
t h e "gap b e t w e e n b o o k s a n d p r a c t i c a l l i f e t h a t L e n i n w a r n e d 
against" as t h e t h e o r e t i c a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r t h e p r a c t i c e o f ra t ­
t i n g . T h i s w o u l d be l a u g h a b l e i f i t w e r e n ' t so r e a c t i o n a r y . N o t 
o n l y is t h e n a t u r e of t h i s course c o m p l e t e l y r e a c t i o n a r y b u t 
t h e y u t t e r l y d i s t o r t Lenin 's l i n e o n e d u c a t i o n to j u s t i f y t h e i r 
a i m s . 

U s i n g L e n i n as the u l t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y a n d g o d - l i k e f i x ­
t u r e is one of t h e m a i n w a y s t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s operate to keep 
t h e t h i n v e n e e r o f s o c i a l i s m i n p lace . F o r e x a m p l e , a n o t h e r 
reason c i t e d i n t h e above a r t i c l e f o r t h e i m p o r t a n c e of legal 
k n o w l e d g e f o r y o u t h is t h a t L e n i n s t u d i e d l a w a n d w a s 
h i m s e l f a l a w y e r , a n d t h a t f u r t h e r , " L e n i n h a d a p r o f o u n d 
k n o w l e d g e of Soviet l e g i s l a t i o n a n d w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n i t s 
d e v e l o p m e n t d o w n to t h e f ines t d e t a i l . " W e l l , o f c o u r s e . - H e 
w a s l e a d i n g t h e B o l s h e v i k P a r t y at t h e t i m e t h e p r o l e t a r i a t 
seized p o w e r a n d m o v e d t o c o m p l e t e l y a b o l i s h t h e tsar is t 
a n d b o u r g e o i s s u p e r s t r u c t u r e a n d , f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n t h e 
w o r l d , replace i t w i t h t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p of t h e p r o l e t a r i a t -
m e a n i n g w h o l e n e w i n s t i t u t i o n s , l a w s , etc. T h i s social is t 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e w a s a n h i s t o r i c a l f i r s t a n d i t w a s necessary f o r 
t h e l a w s to re f l ec t n e w a n d a r i s i n g socia l r e l a t i o n s f r o m t h e 
Gommunist p o i n t of v i e w . So, o f course , L e n i n p a i d a l o t o f at­
t e n t i o n to s u c h i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r s . B u t f r o m t h i s r e a l i t y is 
abs t rac ted t h e n o t i o n t h a t " L e n i n w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n l a w s " a n d 
t h e u n s a i d c o n c l u s i o n - t h e r e f o r e y o u s h o u l d be i n t e r e s t e d 
t o o . T h e n t o m a k e t h i s ana lys i s appear " m a t e r i a l i s t " t h e 
f o l l o w i n g is a d d e d , " N a t u r a l l y t h i s [Lenin 's in te res t ] w a s n o t 
a n in teres t i n abstract legal pseudo-sc ience , r e m o t e f r o m l i f e . 
H e w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e s t r i k i n g p r e c i s i o n of legal f o r m u l a ­
t i o n s . " T h i s is t h e t h e o r e t i c a l basis f o r r e q u i r i n g e i g h t h -
graders to m e m o r i z e c u r r e n t r e v i s i o n i s t legal f o r m u l a t i o n s , 
j u s t as U.S . e ighth-graders m e m o r i z e t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , B i l l o f 
R ights , etc. T h e a r t i c l e c o n c l u d e s : 

" F u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t of Len in ' s ideas o n t h e educa­
t i o n of y o u t h i n a s p i r i t o f c i v i c - m i n d e d n e s s , deep 
respect f o r l a w a n d i n t o l e r a n c e of l a w b r e a k i n g , a n d 
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i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e f o r m s a n d m e t h o d s o f t h i s w o r k 
is one of t h e p r e r e q u i s i t e s f o r a state of soc ie ty i n 
w h i c h p e o p l e b e c o m e a c c u s t o m e d to o b s e r v i n g 
e l e m e n t a r y soc ia l r u l e s t h a t h a v e b e e n k n o w n f o r 
c e n t u r i e s a n d h a v e b e e n r e p e a t e d f o r m i l l e n n i a i n a l l 
t h e w r i t t e n m a x i m s g o v e r n i n g c o m m u n a l l i v i n g . " 2 5 

T h i s w h o l e use of L e n i n w a s a n t i c i p a t e d , a l b e i t u n k n o w ­
i n g l y , b y L e n i n h i m s e l f , i n h i s f a m o u s o p e n i n g to The State 
and Revolution: 

" D u r i n g t h e l i f e t i m e of great r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , t h e o p ­
p r e s s i n g classes c o n s t a n t l y h o u n d e d t h e m , r e c e i v e d 
t h e i r t each ings w i t h t h e m o s t savage m a l i c e , t h e 
m o s t f u r i o u s h a t r e d a n d t h e m o s t u n s c r u p u l o u s c a m ­
paigns o f l ies a n d s lander . A f t e r t h e i r d e a t h , a t t e m p t s 
are m a d e to c o n v e r t t h e m i n t o h a r m l e s s i cons , to 
canonize t h e m , so to say, a n d to s u r r o u n d t h e i r 
names w i t h a c e r t a i n h a l o f o r t h e ' conso la t ion ' o f t h e 
oppressed classes a n d w i t h t h e object o f d u p i n g t h e 
la t ter , w h i l e at t h e same t i m e e m a s c u l a t i n g t h e 
essence o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y t e a c h i n g , b l u n t i n g i ts 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y edge a n d v u l g a r i z i n g i t . " 2 6 

I n h i g h s c h o o l t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s ' v e r s i o n of h i s t o r y is 
s t u d i e d . T h e m a j o r h i s t o r y text is History of the USSR. A f t e r 
each chapter , s t u d e n t s are r e q u i r e d to r e g u r g i t a t e t h e 
m a t e r i a l b y a n s w e r i n g s u c h s t i r r i n g ques t ions as " H o w d i d 
o u r c o u n t r y p r e p a r e f o r t h e f i f t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e Oc­
t o b e r R e v o l u t i o n ? " a n d " H o w d i d t h e representa t ives o f o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s fee l a b o u t t h e USSR's j u b i l e e ? " T h e same t e x t is 
used t h r o u g h o u t t h e Soviet U n i o n , a n d i t c l e a r l y u p h o l d s t h e 
Grea t R u s s i a n d o m i n a t i o n of t h e oppressed n a t i o n a l i t i e s as 
p a r t o f a n o v e r a l l s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s t v i e w o f t h e w o r l d . O n e 
s t a r k e x a m p l e is t h e t r e a t m e n t o f t h e l i b e r a t i o n s t ruggles o f 
t h e K a z a k h p e o p l e against tsarist a n n e x a t i o n a n d enslave­
m e n t . Be fore t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s seized p o w e r a n d r e w r o t e t h e 
h i s t o r y b o o k s , these s t ruggles w e r e u p h e l d as p o w e r f u l 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y - n a t i o n a l i s t u p r i s i n g s . A c c o r d i n g to t h e " revis ­
e d " h i s t o r y , t h i s m o v e m e n t "was a r e a c t i o n a r y , f e u d a l -
m o n a r c h a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n , a i m e d at h o l d i n g t h e K a z a k h peo­
p l e b a c k a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e p a t r i a r c h a l - f e u d a l s y s t e m , 
w o r k i n g t o w a r d t h e a l i e n a t i o n of K a z a k h s t a n f r o m Russia 
a n d t h e Russ ian p e o p l e . " 2 7 

N o t s u r p r i s i n g l y h i g h - s c h o o l l i t e r a t u r e classes also i n ­
troduce r e v i s i o n i s t p o l i t i c s at e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y . H e r e aga in , 
w e f ind t h e f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h Len in ' s l i f e b o t h as a m e t h o d of 
promoting h i m as a great m a n - m i n u s h i s s w e e p i n g c o m ­
m u n i s t l ine — a n d as a l u d i c r o u s exercise i n r o t e t h i n k i n g . 
T h e fol lowing is a s a m p l e : 

" A n a r t i c l e on t h e t e a c h i n g o f Russ ian i n U k r a i n i a n 
schools suggested severa l a c t i v i t i e s to w h e t t h e 
students' appet i te f o r Russ ian l i t e r a t u r e . I n a lesson o n 
C h e k h o v , t h e p u p i l s m i g h t ' i n d e p e n d e n t l y l o o k f o r 
facts i n t h e ar t i c les o f V . L L e n i n . . . i n o r d e r to c o m ­
p l e t e a n a s s i g n m e n t o n t h e t h e m e : " C h e k h o v i a n i m ­

ages i n t h e w o r k s of V . I . L e n i n . " T h e n i n t h - g r a d e r s o f 
a n o t h e r s c h o o l c o m p l e t e d a three-s tep a s s i g n m e n t o n 
t h e w o r k s of t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y poe t N e k r a s o v . 
T h e purposes w e r e : (1) To select m a t e r i a l t e s t i f y i n g to 
t h e fact t h a t L e n i n l i k e d t h e p o e t r y o f N e k r a s o v . (2) T o 
select facts c h a r a c t e r i z i n g t h e i n f l u e n c e of t h e w o r k s 
of N e k r a s o v o n Soviet p o e t r y . (3) To es tabl ish facts to 
s u p p o r t t h e c o n c l u s i o n s : T h e p o e t r y o f N e k r a s o v is 
close t o us , t h e Soviet p e o p l e . ' " 2 8 

T h i s a p p r o a c h to l i t e r a t u r e seems g u a r a n t e e d to t u r n o f f t h e 
s tudents to L e n i n , C h e k h o v , a n d N e k r a s o v . B y t h e w a y , t h e 
m e t h o d o f q u e s t i o n n u m b e r 3, o f f i n d i n g facts t o s u p p o r t a n 
apriori c o n c l u s i o n is a f a i r l y c o m m o n m e t h o d of t e a c h i n g i n 
t h e Soviet U n i o n . T h i s is the k i n d o f "creat ive" t h i n k i n g tha t is 
p r o m o t e d . 

A t t h e vuz l e v e l , f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s tudents t a k e u p ser ious 
a n d concentra ted s t u d y of the h i s t o r y of t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
of t h e USSR, p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m y , a n d so-cal led h i s t o r i c a l a n d 
d i a l e c t i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m . These are r e q u i r e d courses f o r a l l 
s tudents regardless o f spec ia l ty , a n d a m o u n t t o a b o u t 10 per­
cent o f t h e i r t o t a l course l o a d . H e r e b o t h t h e p r i m a r y w o r k s of 
M a r x a n d L e n i n are s t u d i e d , a l o n g w i t h a h e a v y dose of t h e 
latest d i r e c t i v e s o f t h e p a r t y a n d t h e c u r r e n t leaders ' i n t e r ­
p r e t a t i o n of p h i l o s o p h y a n d p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m y . I t is q u i t e s t r i k ­
i n g t h a t n o o n e else i n soc ie ty except col lege s tudents , p r o ­
fessors, a n d p a r t y f u n c t i o n a r i e s a c t u a l l y s tudies these subjects 
d i r e c t l y , espec ia l ly r e a d i n g a c t u a l w o r k s of M a r x a n d L e n i n 
a n d n o t j u s t one-sentence quotes . Lenin ' s w o r k s are p o r t r a y e d 
b r o a d l y t o t h e masses as e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t to r e a d a n d grasp 
- t h a t i n o r d e r to u n d e r s t a n d w h a t he's s a y i n g y o u h a v e to 
k n o w e v e r y t h i n g a b o u t t h e p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n he w a s w r i t i n g 
a b o u t a n d f o r t h i s i t is best t o h a v e a n i n t e r p r e t e r . H e a v e n 
k n o w s , o n l y e x p e r i e n c e d scholars a n d h i g h - l e v e l r e v i s i o n i s t s 
can i n t e r p r e t Lenin ' s w o r k s c o r r e c t l y . T h e o r d i n a r y p e r s o n 
m i g h t m a k e t h e m i s t a k e o f g e t t i n g t h e essence of w h a t h e w a s 
s a y i n g . 

T h e fact t h a t M a r x i s t w o r k s are o n l y s t u d i e d a f t e r years of 
r e v i s i o n i s t i n d o c t r i n a t i o n i n t h e grade s c h o o l a n d h i g h school 
makes y o u w o n d e r i f i t is n o t a consc ious m e t h o d of t h e social-
i m p e r i a l i s t s t o b o t h b o r e a n d m y s t i f y t h e s t u d e n t s f o r years 
w i t h t h e so-cal led " M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t " c a t e c h i s m so t h a t b y t h e 
t i m e t h e y are o l d e n o u g h to read i t f o r themselves , e i ther a l l i n ­
terest has been s q u e l c h e d or else t h e v i e w s of M a r x a n d L e n i n 
h a v e b e c o m e so d i s t o r t e d that t h e t h e o r y is r e n d e r e d harmless . 
B u t e v e n w h e n M a r x i s t t h e o r y of sorts is s t u d i e d at t h e u n i v e r ­
s i t y l e v e l , t h e o r y is s o m e t h i n g to be m e m o r i z e d , t h e " t r u t h " to 
be s w a l l o w e d w h o l e a n d r e g u r g i t a t e d . For e x a m p l e , col lege 
s tudents w h o are t r a i n i n g to be teachers of socia l s tudies a n d 
Soviet l a w courses are o f f e r e d courses t h a t t each y o u h o w to 
f i n d a n a p p r o p r i a t e q u o t e f r o m L e n i n o n j u s t a b o u t a n y sub­
jec t , p u t t i n g t h e o f f i c i a l b less ing o n t h e " b i b l e verse" m e t h o d of 
i n s t r u c t i o n i n " L e n i n i s m . " 

Yet , t h i s is a soc ie ty w h e r e s u p p o s e d l y t h e w o r k i n g class 
r u l e s . O n e of t h e m a j o r r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s of t h e 
G r e a t P r o l e t a r i a n C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n i n C h i n a w a s t h e 
w i d e s p r e a d s t u d y of M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , M a o T s e t u n g 
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T h o u g h t b y t h e b r o a d masses of a l l ages. N o d r y , b o r i n g sub­
j e c t r e s t r i c t e d to t h e c lassroom, t h e masses w e r e m o b i l i z e d t o 
take u p r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h e o r y as a w e a p o n i n t h e class s t ruggle 
a n d a p p l y i t t o a l l spheres . W o r k e r s ' , peasants' , a n d s t u d e n t s ' 
s t u d y c irc les s p r a n g u p , w h i c h s t u d i e d a n d d e b a t e d t h e m a j o r 
struggles a n d o f t e n w r o t e u p t h e o r e t i c a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s a p p l y ­
i n g t h a t t h e o r y to p r o d u c t i o n , science, a n d class s t r u g g l e . B u t 
i n the Soviet U n i o n t h e " g i f t e d a n d t a l e n t e d " r u n t h e p a r t y a n d 
state o n b e h a l f o f t h e w o r k e r s . T h i s e l i te , as w e l l as t h e i n ­
te l l ec tua l s a n d t e c h n i c i a n s , are s choo led i n t h e t h e o r y of r e v i ­
sionist i d e o l o g y a n d pol i t i c s to use i t as a c l u b o v e r t h e heads o f 
t h e masses. A s i n every sphere of p o l i t i c a l l i f e , t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s 
h a v e c r e a t i v e l y a d a p t e d t h e science of r e v o l u t i o n to f i t t h e 
p r a c t i c e o f s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m . 

O n e cannot do jus t i ce t o Soviet p o l i t i c a l e d u c a t i o n w i t h o u t 
t a k i n g some n o t e of t h e r a t h e r p e r v a s i v e m i l i t a r y e d u c a t i o n . 
T h e 1967 n e w L a w o n M i l i t a r y Service , w h i c h r e d u c e d t h e 
l e n g t h of service b y one year , i n s t i t u t e d p r e i n d u c t i o n m i l i t a r y 
t r a i n i n g f o r c h i l d r e n of f i f t e e n a n d o l d e r . T h e Soviet organiza­
t i o n D O S A A F - t h e V o l u n t a r y Society f o r C o o p e r a t i o n w i t h 
t h e A r m y , A v i a t i o n a n d t h e N a v y - c l a i m s to h a v e a b o u t 80 
m i l l i o n m e m b e r s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e Soviet Military En­
cyclopedia: 

" [ M j i l i t a r y - p a t r i o t i c e d u c a t i o n is ca l led u p o n to i n s t i l l a 
readiness to p e r f o r m m i l i t a r y d u t y , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e defense c a p a b i l i t y o f t h e c o u n t r y , 
respect f o r t h e Soviet A r m e d Forces, p r i d e i n t h e 
M o t h e r l a n d a n d t h e a m b i t i o n to p r e s e r v e a n d i n ­
crease t h e h e r o i c t r a d i t i o n s of t h e Soviet p e o p l e . . . . 
O f great s igni f icance f o r m i l i t a r y - p a t r i o t i c e d u c a t i o n is 
t h e m a s t e r y of basic m i l i t a r y a n d m i l i t a r y - t e c h n i c a l 
s k i l l s w h i c h y o u n g p e o p l e a c q u i r e i n s e c o n d a r y 
schools , t e c h n i c a l schools , h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a l 
es tabl ishments , i n studies at the houses of defense a n d 
t e c h n i c a l c r e a t i v i t y , aero-, auto- a n d r a d i o c lubs , at t h e 
y o u n g t e c h n i c i a n s ' s tat ions , i n m i l i t a r y - p a t r i o t i c 
schools, defense c irc les , at p o i n t s o f p r e i n d u c t i o n 
t r a i n i n g , i n c i v i l defense f o r m a t i o n s . " 2 9 

M a s s m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g is h a r d l y b o u r g e o i s or i m p e r i a l i s t 
per se; i n d e e d , a l l g e n u i n e social ist societies h a v e r e l i e d o n 
a r m i n g t h e masses b o t h p o l i t i c a l l y a n d m i l i t a r i l y . T h e c o n t e x t 
of Soviet soc ie ty i n w h i c h t h i s t r a i n i n g occurs is w h a t m a i n l y 
s tamps i t as i m p e r i a l i s t . B e y o n d t h a t , w e note t h a t observers 
h a v e c o m m e n t e d o n t h e s p e c i f i c a l l y p a t r i o t i c t h r u s t o f t h i s 
e d u c a t i o n i n t h e Soviet U n i o n a n d t h e w a y s i n w h i c h t h e ac­
t u a l t r a i n i n g seems to be des igned t o w a r d s l o t t i n g y o u t h i n t o 
one or another spec ia l ty of t h e i m p e r i a l i s t a r m e d forces, r a t h e r 
t h a n s c h o o l i n g t h e m i n p r o l e t a r i a n p o l i t i c s a n d p r o l e t a r i a n 
m i l i t a r y science. 

Soviet Education and the Social 
Division of Labor 

A l l t h i s - t h e ideologica l a n d p o l i t i c a l t r a i n i n g , i n a l l i ts 
var iegated f o r m s , o p e n a n d h i d d e n - speaks d i r e c t l y to t h e 
u n d e r l y i n g ro le o f the Soviet educat iona l sys tem, i .e . , b r o a d l y 
i n c u l c a t i n g t h e bourgeois - revis ionis t o u t l o o k i n the y o u t h . A t 
the same t i m e , l i k e a l l g o o d i m p e r i a l i s t e d u c a t i o n systems, i t 
accomplishes th i s i n t h e course of t r a i n i n g , tha t is, a i d i n g i n 
the r e p r o d u c t i o n o f the social d i v i s i o n of labor , a n d m o s t par­
t i c u l a r l y i n t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n of bourgeois ie a n d p r o l e t a r i a t . 

Tracking 

T h e Soviets h a v e a n o f f i c i a l p r o h i b i t i o n against t r a c k i n g , a 
p r o h i b i t i o n w h i c h t h e y have f o r m a l l y m a i n t a i n e d despite 
v a r i o u s " i n n o v a t i o n s " w h i c h i n r e a l i t y h a v e i n s t i t u t e d t r a c k i n g . 
T h i s p r o h i b i t i o n w a s i n i t i a t e d b y t h e Bo lshev iks as p a r t o f t h e i r 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o g r a m i n e d u c a t i o n f o l l o w i n g seizure of 
p o w e r . I t w a s c o n t i n u e d u n d e r Sta l in a n d w a s v i e w e d as one of 
t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f socialist e d u c a t i o n . T o o p e n l y toss th i s o u t t h e 
w i n d o w o n a p o l i c y l e v e l a n d argue t h a t s tudents s h o u l d be 
t r a c k e d f r o m grade school o n u p , i n t o t racks l e a d i n g to v a r i o u s 
o c c u p a t i o n a l levels , w o u l d tear a w a y some of the facade 
w h i c h the revis ionis ts keep u p to m a k e a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n be­
t w e e n t h e i r so-called "socialist" s y s t e m a n d c a p i t a l i s m . Each 
t i m e t h e revis ionis ts have f u r t h e r w i d e n e d the gap b e t w e e n 
" o r d i n a r y " s tudents a n d "g i f ted" s tudents , t h e m a j o r i t y l i n e of 
the C P S U has b e e n to c a r e f u l l y t r y to f i n d j u s t i f i c a t i o n u n d e r a 
"socialist" s i g n b o a r d . 

Yet the f o r m a l p r o h i b i t i o n cannot cover t h e ac tua l f u n c ­
t i o n a n d prac t i ce o f t h e school sys tem w h i c h ends u p e f f i c ient ­
l y " g u i d i n g " c h i l d r e n i n t o t h e i r p r o p e r place i n society. N o 
d o u b t the revis ionis ts w o u l d object t o t h i s charac ter iza t ion . 
T h e y can s h o w t h a t a subs tant ia l m i n o r i t y of u n i v e r s i t y s tu ­
dents are c h i l d r e n of i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s a n d a lesser share 
f r o m the a g r i c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s . I n fact , i n some h i g h e r educa­
t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s a m a j o r i t y are f r o m w o r k e r f a m i l i e s . T h e y 
argue t h a t since a l l t u i t i o n a n d fees are f ree a n d s tudents re­
ceive a l i v i n g s t i p e n d , t r a c k i n g b y i n c o m e l e v e l is i m p o s s i b l e . 

B u t i t is n o t t r u e tha t c a p i t a l i s m , especial ly w h e n i t 
reaches the stage of i m p e r i a l i s m , has to keep the w o r k e r s a n d 
peasants a l l u n e d u c a t e d , n o r t h a t a c e r t a i n percentage of t h e m 
cannot be d r a w n i n t o t h e ranks of professions tha t d e m a n d a 
college degree. I n fact the need f o r a r e l a t i v e l y educated labor­
i n g class h i s t o r i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d c a p i t a l i s m f r o m f e u d a l i s m . 
T h e need to b r i n g some w o r k e r s i n t o the r a n k s of t echnic ians 
a n d profess ionals even becomes m o r e press ing w h e n those oc­
cupat ions are d e v e l o p i n g a n d e x p a n d i n g . 

B u t the u p w a r d m o b i l i t y of a m i n o r i t y of t h e w o r k i n g class 
does n o t negate the fact tha t the p r o l e t a r i a t as a class cont inues 
to exist w i t h i n i m p e r i a l i s t society, as does the c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
b e t w e e n m e n t a l a n d m a n u a l labor . A n d as w e sha l l see later 
o n , t h e " d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n " o f the Soviet e d u c a t i o n sys tem is 
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h i g h l y exaggerated.^ , I h the m o s t prest ig ious univers i t i es , 
s tudents f r o m t h e i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s f o r m a m u c h smal ler per­
centage t h a n those f r o m the in te l l igents ia a n d bureaucracy , 
a n d those f r o m the peasantry a t i n i e r percentage s t i l l . 

T h e w i d e s p r e a d s t r a t i f i c a t i o n of t h e Soviet e d u c a t i o n 
sys tem does n o t d e p e n d o n b la tant t r a c k i n g , a l t h o u g h t r a c k i n g 
i n fact exists. B u t there is also t h e use of grades a n d exams i n 
d e t e r m i n i n g access to h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , the a l ready ex is t ing 
advantages f o r the c h i l d r e n of in te l lec tua ls a n d of t e c h n i c a l 
strata o n e n t e r i n g the school w o r l d , a n d the c o m p e t i t i v e race 
f o r a l i m i t e d n u m b e r of spaces tha t a l l serve to r e i n f o r c e the 
class d i v i s i o n s i n Soviet society a n d the spl i t b e t w e e n m e n t a l 
a n d m a n u a l labor . A t best t h e Soviet sys tem aspires to a 
bourgeois m o d e l of g r a d u a l l y b u i l d i n g "equal o p p o r t u n i t y " f o r 
t h e c h i l d r e n of a n y s t r a t u m to g r o w u p a n d become a bigshot 
or o v e r l o r d . 

T h e exacerbat ion of the m e n t a l / m a n u a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n 
the Soviet U n i o n begins at t h e earliest grades - at the e n t r y to 
school at age seven. W h i l e the m a j o r i t y of g r a m m a r schools 
are cons idered "egal i tar ian," i .e. , s tudents of v a r y i n g "abi l i t ies" 
sit i n t h e same class, t h e fact tha t c h i l d r e n c o m e to school w i t h 
v a r i o u s b a c k g r o u n d s , c o m b i n e d w i t h the t y p e of c u r r i c u l u m , 
favors cer ta in social strata over others . 

T h e c u r r i c u l u m is a classical academic one : t h e 3 Rs p l u s 
m u s i c a n d art i n the p r i m a r y grades, a n d the 3 Rs p l u s h e a v y 
emphasis o n m a t h a n d science i n the u p p e r e l e m e n t a r y 
grades. These are t a u g h t i n rote fash ion a n d based o n 
bourgeois m e t h o d s a n d v i e w p o i n t . T h u s , those c h i l d r e n w i t h 
parents w h o have a m o r e academic b a c k g r o u n d t e n d as a 
g r o u p to " n a t u r a l l y " adapt to the s i t u a t i o n a n d do better t h a n 
those w h o do n o t . I n a d d i t i o n to th i s g r o u p are those s tudents 
w h o accept a n d excel at the bourgeois ideo logy of the s y s t e m 
at an ear ly age, w h o c o m m i t themselves to w o r k i n g h a r d at 
rote l e a r n i n g a n d l e a r n f o r the sake of " m a k i n g i t , " w h o go 
a long w i t h the p r o g r a m a n d are "good l i t t l e boys a n d g i r l s . " I f 
t h e y p u r s u e t h i s a n d get good grades, c h i l d r e n of i n d u s t r i a l 
a n d f a r m w o r k e r s can also "do w e l l " (relat ive to others i n t h e 
w o r k i n g class) i n school , b u t th i s s t i l l does n o t change t h e fact 
tha t the e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m streams w o r k i n g - c l a s s c h i l d r e n 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y i n t o the w o r k i n g class w h i l e c h i l d r e n o f the 
m i d d l e a n d u p p e r strata o v e r w h e l m i n g l y stay i n those strata. 

W e h a v e seen the emphasis p laced b y t h e Soviet e d u c a t i o n 
s y s t e m o n a d a p t i n g to societal n o r m s a n d a s s i m i l a t i n g 
k n o w l e d g e as i t is f e d to t h e m . Those w h o adjust to th i s 
bourgeois m o l d are cons idered " b r i g h t " a n d "gi f ted" a n d are 
rewarded w i t h good grades. I n t h e p r i m a r y grades i t is a l ready 
mainly apparent w h i c h c h i l d r e n w i l l be headed t o w a r d t h e 
academic f u t u r e , w h i c h t o w a r d s k i l l e d jobs , a n d w h i c h 
toward u n s k i l l e d j o b s . 

Special Grammar Schools 

A l o n g s i d e t h e so-called egal i tar ian p o l i c y a p p l i e d to the 
genera l grade school is t h e p o l i c y f o r " ta lented" or "g i f ted" 
s tudents . Special schools are set u p w h i c h o n l y a d m i t "excep­

t i o n a l " s tudents , s t a r t i n g i n the f i r s t grade a n d c o n t i n u i n g a l l 
the w a y t h r o u g h h i g h school . 

I n the m i d - to late-1960s t h e r e w a s a great expans ion of 
special schools, especial ly language schools. These w e r e set u p 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y i n t h e b i g cit ies. T h e y w e r e establ ished to 
t r a i n cadres of f u t u r e d i p l o m a t s , dealers i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m ­
merce , t ranslators to serve t h e m , etc. T h e y concentra ted o n 
E n g l i s h a n d other m a i n E u r o p e a n languages. 

A d m i s s i o n is h i g h l y selective - the p u p i l s e n t e r i n g the 
school at f i r s t grade [age seven) m u s t take a n entrance e x a m to 
get i n . A Soviet j o u r n a l i s t compares t h e c o m m o t i o n a r o u n d 
g e t t i n g i n t o such a school to t h a t a r o u n d M o s c o w State U n i v e r ­
s i ty at entrance e x a m t i m e : 

"Smart ly t u r n e d - o u t c h i l d r e n go before an i n c o m ­
p r e h e n s i b l e a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y s t i l l m o r e t e r r i f y i n g 
c o m m i t t e e , w h o s e j o b i t is to f i n d o u t t h e i r a p t i t u d e f o r 
f o r e i g n languages, b y l i s t e n i n g to t h e i r poems a n d 
h e a r i n g t h e m descr ibe l i t t l e p i c t u r e s . " 3 0 

O f course, r i g h t o f f the bat , c h i l d r e n w h o s e parents speak 
a E u r o p e a n language or E n g l i s h to t h e m or read t h e m poems 
a n d stories, or w h o s e parents can a f f o r d a n d have the connec­
t ions to send t h e i r c h i l d to t h e special fore ign- language n u r s e r y 
schools - i .e. , the c h i l d r e n of the in te l lec tua ls a n d p a r t y el i te 
- w i l l have an added edge. B y g o i n g to these special schools 
t h e y h a v e a m u c h bet ter chance to get a d m i t t e d to t h e vuzy. 
T h e average vuz entrance rate i n 1968 w a s 65 .7% of language-
school graduates c o m p a r e d w i t h 2 5 % of y o u t h l e a v i n g a l l 
Soviet secondary day schools. A n d at cer ta in language schools 
an 8 0 % a d m i s s i o n rate is r e p o r t e d . A b o u t 1 i n 150 Soviet 
p u p i l s at tends one of these language schools, a n d w h i l e t h e 
a u t h o r i t i e s t r y t o p l a y d o w n the fact tha t these are special 
schools, t h e y are el i te a n d h i g h l y sought after , as is expressed 
i n th i s excerpt f r o m a shor t s tory b y Y u r i T r i f o n o v : 

"Nataska became a s c h o o l g i r l . T h e special E n g l i s h 
school i n U t i n y i Lane , object o f desire a n d e n v y , gauge 
o f parents ' l o v e a n d t h e i r readiness to go to a n y 
lengths . A d i f f e r e n t m i c r o d i s t r i c t ! I t w a s a lmost u n ­
t h i n k a b l e . A n d i t w o u l d h a v e been too m u c h f o r 
a n y o n e b u t Lena [the m o t h e r ] . Because she got h e r 
tee th i n t o w h a t she w a n t e d l i k e a b u l l d o g . " 3 1 

Such are t h e h i g h aspirat ions c h a m p i o n e d b y r e v i s i o n i s m . 
T h i s s tory w a s n o t at a l l c r i t i c i z i n g Lena b u t ra ther t y p i f y i n g a 
c o m m o n experience a n d a s p i r a t i o n . For a l l t h e t a l k o f "socialist 
consciousness," t h i s is q u i t e n a t u r a l l y the p r o d u c t o f a s y s t e m 
t h a t makes d e v e l o p i n g y o u r l a b o r p o w e r to sel l at t h e highest 
p r i c e t h e n a m e of t h e game. 

"Marxist" Explanation for Tracking 

T h e o f f i c i a l " M a r x i s t " e x p l a n a t i o n d r e a m e d u p b y t h e r e v i ­
sionists to j u s t i f y t h e i r r a p i d e x p a n s i o n of special schools a n d 
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t r a c k i n g is tha t th i s p o l i c y is an a p p l i c a t i o n of the socialist p r i n ­
c iple " f r o m each a c c o r d i n g to h is a b i l i t y to each a c c o r d i n g to 
h is w o r k . " 

T h i s is a n u t t e r p e r v e r s i o n of M a r x , w h o s a w that p r i n c i ­
p le as t r a n s i t i o n a l a n d a l m o s t o n t h e order o f a necessary e v i l , 
a n d w h o i n t h e same passage focused o n the need to t r a n s c e n d 
h u m a n i t y ' s "ens laving s u b o r d i n a t i o n to the d i v i s i o n of labor" 
a n d to t r a n s f o r m labor f r o m a n odious necessity i n t o man's 
greatest w a n t . H i s t o r i c a l l y , revis ionis ts have a l w a y s e m ­
phasized a n d absolut ized t h e second h a l f o f M a r x ' s phrase (to 
each a c c o r d i n g to h is w o r k ) . T h e y h a v e emphas ized m a t e r i a l 
i n c e n t i v e , negated the " i n c e n t i v e " o f c o m m u n i s t r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s p i r i t a n d p o l i t i c s , a n d " forgot ten" t h a t M a r x s a w p a y m e n t ac­
c o r d i n g to w o r k as m e r e l y a t r a n s i t i o n to "to each a c c o r d i n g to 
need. " 

B u t leave i t to t h e Soviets to c r e a t i v e l y i n t e r p r e t the f i r s t 
h a l f o f M a r x ' s p r i n c i p l e , t o o . T h e y t w i s t the p r i n c i p l e of "each 
a c c o r d i n g to h is a b i l i t y " to m e a n that some h a v e m o r e a b i l i t y 
t h a n others i n subjects such as science, m a t h , a n d f o r e i g n 
languages a n d t h a t there fore t h e y s h o u l d n o t be "held back 
w i t h o r d i n a r y s tudents . " O f course, some people m i g h t h a v e a 
special t a lent f o r f i x i n g t rac tors or p i t c h i n g h a y w h i c h doesn't 
r e q u i r e m u c h school ing , so i t w o u l d also be h o l d i n g t h e m back 
to keep t h e m i n school a n y m o r e t h a n the m i n i m u m since t h e y 
w o n ' t have m u c h use f o r . k n o w l e d g e of science a n d 
h i s t o r y . . . as t h e y are n o t i n t h e class w h i c h r u n s soc ietyl So 
w h a t is le f t o f M a r x ' s slogan? Each i n h i s o w n place m a k i n g his 
o w n c o n t r i b u t i o n to society a c c o r d i n g to j o b c lass i f icat ion. 
A n d expect p a y m e n t a c c o r d i n g l y . A s tandard rec ipe f o r t h e 
status q u o i n a l l capital ist societies. 

L a b o r p o w e r is a c o m m o d i t y i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , a n d 
f r o m t h i s fact f l o w s the i d e o l o g y of t r y i n g to deve lop y o u r o w n 
c o m m o d i t y of l abor p o w e r to the m a x i m u m degree so as to 
secure t h e highest p r i c e f o r i t . For the masses, t h e school 
sys tem offers at best n o t h i n g b u t a w a y to increase t h e i r ex­
change v a l u e o n the m a r k e t . 

T o f u r t h e r j u s t i f y t h i s state of affairs , the revis ionis ts argue 
that people w i l l have n o i n c e n t i v e to l e a r n i f t h e y can't p a r l a y 
t h e i r k n o w l e d g e i n t o a d i rec t personal m a t e r i a l r e w a r d . I n the 
ar t i c le " W h a t Is the I n t e n t i o n of People of the L i n Piao T y p e i n 
A d v o c a t i n g 'Private O w n e r s h i p of Knowledge '?" , Chinese 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s get to t h e hear t of t h e m a t t e r : "As regards t h e 
a l l egat ion that k n o w l e d g e w i l l n o t be l earned i f p r i v a t e o w n e r ­
sh ip of k n o w l e d g e is c r i t i c i z e d , th i s is b u t a m a j o r exposure of 
t h e r e a c t i o n a r y n a t u r e of t h e bourgeois ie w h o c o n t e n d f o r 
w h a t i s p r o f i t a b l e a n d r e f u s e t o d o a n y t h i n g 
u n p r o f i t a b l e . . . . " 3 2 

F u r t h e r m o r e , w h i l e m a j o r a n d e v e n r a p i d d e v e l o p m e n t s 
can a n d do take place u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m , k n o w l e d g e as p r i v a t e 
p r o p e r t y is u l t i m a t e l y a fe t ter o n the d e v e l o p m e n t of science 
a n d c u l t u r e ; 

"Because t h e y are in teres ted i n persona l f a m e a n d 
g a i n , t h e y w i l l n o t p a i n s t a k i n g l y p u r s u e sc ient i f i c 
t r u t h f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n or b r a v e d i f f i c u l t i e s a n d 
dangers t o scale t h e p innac les o f science. W i t h t h e i r 
m i n d s f i l l e d w i t h b o u r g e o i s ideas a n d t h e idea l i s t or 

m e t a p h y s i c a l w o r l d o u t l o o k , t h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n a n d 
m a s t e r y of ob ject ive t r u t h w i l l also be af fec ted. 'Peo­
ple are a f r a i d of b e c o m i n g f a m o u s a n d pigs are a f r a i d 
of g r o w i n g p l u m p . ' T h e idea of f a m e a n d gains o f t e n 
m a k e s people w i t h a l i t t l e f a m e b e c o m e t i m i d a n d 
c o w a r d l y . T h e y e i ther l o o k u p o n themselves as a n 
' a u t h o r i t y ' or repress t h e n e w t h i n g s . " 3 3 

T h i s l i n e a n d pract ice leaves la rge ly u n t a p p e d the k n o w l e d g e 
a n d c r e a t i v i t y of the b r o a d masses of people w h i c h t h e class 
s truggle is t h e k e y catalyst f o r u n l e a s h i n g . 

I n t h e Soviet U n i o n today i n o r d e r to h o l d a p o s i t i o n as a 
leader or manager , a p e r s o n must first have a college degree. 
A n d n o t o n l y a degree, but a degree i n the p r o p e r special ty . So 
w h e n h igh-schoo l s tudents apply to the u n i v e r s i t y or i n s t i t u t e , 
t h e y n o t o n l y a p p l y to a particular school but to be accepted i n 
a cer ta in special ty . These specialties are r a n k e d , as are t h e 
u n i v e r s i t i e s . To b e c o m e a part of the u p p e r eche lon a p e r s o n 
m u s t go to one of the top universities. A s w e have seen, th i s 
process o f t e n begins years before. 

To become a foreign diplomat, f o r example , a p e r s o n 
w o u l d start at age seven i n the fore ign- language school , p r o ­
gress t h r o u g h s u c h a school through h i g h school a n d t h e n app­
l y to t h e pres t ig ious M o s c o w I n s t i t u t e f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Rela­
t ions f o r u n i v e r s i t y training. T h i s u n i v e r s i t y is so exc lus ive 
tha t i t is n o t l i s ted i n the m a n u a l o f a l l h i g h e r - e d u c a t i o n i n s t i t u ­
t ions a n d t h e i r specialt ies avai lable to college appl icants . A d ­
m i s s i o n is said to require a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m a raion [a 
d i s t r i c t e q u i v a l e n t to at least t w o U.S . count ies or larger) p a r t y 
secretary, p l u s cons iderable i n f l u e n c e , even at C e n t r a l C o m ­
m i t t e e l e v e l . A few other ins t i tutes , u n i v e r s i t y facul t ies a n d 
m i l i t a r y academies — some secret — m a y also resemble the I n ­
s t i tute f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Relat ions i n th i s r e s p e c t . 3 4 

G i v e n th i s state of a f fa irs i t is n o t h a r d to u n d e r s t a n d the 
t r e m e n d o u s c o m p e t i t i o n f o r vuz places at a l l levels, b u t 
especial ly f o r t h e top places. I t is q u i t e w i d e l y a c k n o w l e d g e d 
t h a t parents w i l l use a l l t h e i r i n f l u e n c e w h e t h e r i t is persona l 
connect ions , p o l i t i c a l c lout , or m o n e t a r y b r i b e r y , to get t h e i r 
c h i l d i n t o the u n i v e r s i t y . Komsomolskaya Pravda r e p o r t e d : 

"Reliable a n d respected engineers a n d teachers, i n ­
te l l igent people w h o h a v e been t h r o u g h t h e w a r a n d 
t h e p e r i o d of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , s u d d e n l y lose t h e i r 
h u m a n d i g n i t y a n d become p i t i a b l e suppl icants , 
b l o c k i n g t h e d o o r w a y s of rec tors ' o f f i ces a n d 
m i n i s t r i e s , b o m b a r d i n g p r o m i n e n t f r i e n d s w i t h 
t e lephone calls a n d i m p l o r i n g a lmost o n t h e i r knees: 
'Get m y daughter (or son) i n t o a n i n s t i t u t e ' . . . . N o 
stone is le f t u n t u r n e d , f r o m the e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e 
names a n d t h e r e p u t a t i o n s of forebears to g a m b l i n g 
w i t h w h a t are t h e m o s t sacred values f o r us a l l . " 3 5 

Pr ivate coaches are h i r e d b y the vast m a j o r i t y of appl i cants 
w h o succeed, a n d t h e y o f t e n charge u p w a r d s of $10 a n h o u r . 

T h e entrance procedure consists of m a i n l y ora l exams i n 
f r o n t o f a panel , as w e l l as t a k i n g i n t o account high-school 
grades, recommendat ions , and awards . I f an appl icant doesn't 
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pass the exam of the specialty of t h e i r choice, she/he m a y be ad­
m i t t e d to another vuz w h i c h has u n f i l l e d places a n d w i l l accept 
l o w e r m a r k s . A q u i t e clear r a n k i n g of specialties is i n h e r e n t i n 
the s y s t e m . T h e a d m i t t a n c e p r o c e d u r e is b o u n d to f a v o r those 
w h o h a v e b e e n f a v o r e d a l l a l o n g t h r o u g h t h e t r a c k i n g system, 
w e e d i n g o u t the vast m a j o r i t y of college-age y o u t h . 

" I n the L e n i n g r a d r e g i o n , w h i c h is a l ready f a v o r e d b y 
v i r t u e o f b e i n g a m a j o r u r b a n area, i t w a s r e p o r t e d i n 
1969 t h a t 73 percent o f the c h i l d r e n of ' inte l lectuals ' 
secured d a y t i m e places at un ivers i t i e s a n d t e c h n i c a l 
colleges, w h i l e o n l y 50 percent o f i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s ' 
c h i l d r e n a n d 35 percent o f a g r i c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s ' 
c h i l d r e n d i d so. (These f igures re fer not to the p o p u l a ­
t i o n as a w h o l e b u t to t h e social o r ig ins of h igh-school 
graduates applying to u n i v e r s i t i e s . T h i s set o f statistics 
sheds some l i g h t o n t h e p l i g h t of f a r m c h i l d r e n , s ince 
s tudents o n co l lec t ive f a r m s i n the i m m e d i a t e r e g i o n 
a r o u n d L e n i n g r a d . . . have m u c h m o r e access to 
c u l t u r a l ameni t i es t h a n s tudents on o r d i n a r y f a r m s 
located fa r a w a y f r o m large u r b a n areas.)" 3 6 

I t s h o u l d also be r e m e m b e r e d that m o s t c h i l d r e n of w o r k e r s 
a n d peasants don' t even a p p l y to the vuz a n d that m a n y of the 
r u r a l p u p i l s w h o do get i n t o h i g h e r - e d u c a t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s are 
the c h i l d r e n of m a n a g e m e n t of the f a r m s . 

Tracking into Manual Work 

G i v e n t h e h e a v y emphasis o n personal status a n d " m a k i n g 
i t " i n t o a pres t ig ious j o b , i t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t a large p e r c e n ­
tage of h igh-school s tudents w a n t to go o n to h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n . 
Yet t h i s presents a c o n t r a d i c t i o n f o r the Soviet r u l e r s since 
t h e r e are n o t n e a r l y as m a n y places avai lable as there are ap­
p l i c a n t s . T h i s leads to c u t t h r o a t c o m p e t i t i o n . 

T h e e c o n o m y s t i l l needs a large n u m b e r of u n s k i l l e d 
w o r k e r s a n d the p o o l o f y o u t h c o m i n g o u t o f school is the m a i n 
source of n e w laborers f o r s u c h pos i t ions . W h i l e society clear­
l y h o l d s tha t t h e v a l u e d goal is to be an expert or a b u r e a u c r a t 
|for w h i c h college e d u c a t i o n is m a n d a t o r y ) , 7 3 % of the 
w o r k f o r c e o f the Soviet U n i o n are m a n u a l w o r k e r s . 

I n address ing th i s p r o b l e m to t h e masses, the p a r t y uses its 
"socialist" facade to p u t f o r w a r d h o l l o w decrees a n d appeals to 
the youth o n t h e " n o b i l i t y " o f m a n u a l w o r k . W h e n labor p o w e r 
i s so clearly a c o m m o d i t y a n d m o r e k n o w l e d g e m eans a h i g h e r 
selling price, it is a c o n t r a d i c t i o n f o r t h e y o u t h to be e x h o r t e d 
(and n o w required) to rece ive a h igh-school e d u c a t i o n , w h e n 
one w i l l later be p a i d a c c o r d i n g to t h e v a l u e of u n s k i l l e d labor 
not r e q w i n g s u c h k n o w l e d g e . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , m a n y 
youth pay little a t t e n t i o n to the idea of d o i n g a n y k i n d of 
m a n u a l w o r k and c o n t i n u e t o a i m f o r a n academic career even 
though o n l y 1 i n 8 h igh-schoo l graduates enter college. 

A s t u d y d o n e i n 1973 o f 792 school-leavers i n the 
C h e r e m u s h k i d i s t r i c t i n M o s c o w s h o w e d t h a t o n l y 16% ac­
t u a l l y w i s h e d t o go o u t a n d w o r k , a l t h o u g h th i s w a s great ly at 

odds w i t h t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s of t h e labor m a r k e t . O f t h e 83 .8% 
w h o p l a n n e d to c o n t i n u e t h e i r educat ion , 7 0 % w i s h e d t o go i n ­
to vuzy; a b o u t 10% a i m e d at secondary special e d u c a t i o n i n ­
s t i t u t i o n s ( w h i c h t u r n out s k i l l e d w o r k e r s a n d semi-
professionals) ; a n d a f e w percent l o o k e d to v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g . 
T h e s t u d y also s h o w e d di f ferences i n aspirat ions b e t w e e n 
y o u t h i n d i f f e r e n t types of schools. G o i n g to w o r k w a s u n ­
p o p u l a r e v e r y w h e r e , b u t y o u t h i n t h e special schools w e r e the 
least o r i e n t e d t o w a r d s i t (1%) a n d i n fact d i d go to w o r k less 
t h a n a n y others (26%). I n the b o a r d i n g schools w h e r e the 
" u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d " c h i l d r e n p r e d o m i n a t e d , w h i l e o n l y 2 % 
w a n t e d to go to w o r k , t h e y h a d t h e highest percent ac tua l ly go­
i n g to w o r k (54%), w i t h o n l y 12% w h o s t u d i e d a n d 17% w h o 
w o r k e d a n d s t u d i e d . Pravda, M a r c h 23, 1977, spoke about th i s 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n : 

" W i t h t h e t r a n s i t i o n to u n i v e r s a l secondary e d u c a t i o n , 
f o u r - f i f t h s of t h e general school leavers get jobs i m ­
m e d i a t e l y after g r a d u a t i o n . Yet the t h r u s t o f the 
school p r o g r a m m e , tha t is, the content a n d scope of 
the c u r r i c u l u m , r e m a i n s v i r t u a l l y t h e same. I n fact , 
t h e ' m o d e r n i z a t i o n ' of i n s t r u c t i o n tha t has been car­
r i e d out i n the last f e w years has i n t e n s i f i e d th i s one-
sidedness. Is there a n y w o n d e r tha t m a n y p u p i l s , 
teenagers especially, d i s p l a y i n d i f f e r e n c e t o w a r d s 
l e a r n i n g a n d the grades t h e y receive, dec lar ing , ' I 
w o n ' t get i n t o a n i n s t i t u t e a n y h o w , a n d I don't need 
h i g h grades to get a j o b ' . . . . T h e t i m e s dic ta te tha t w e 
redef ine the pedagogical a i m of present-day general 
secondary e d u c a t i o n . " 3 7 

W h a t t h e y t h e n cal l f o r is even m o r e specif ic j o b t r a i n i n g 
i n h i g h school a n d i n t h e general schools, w h i c h essential ly 
means even heavier t r a c k i n g , especial ly at t h e j u n c t u r e be­
t w e e n grade school a n d h i g h school . A l r e a d y there is a spl i t 
a f ter e i g h t h grade w h e r e o f f i c i a l t r a c k i n g begins. Students 
t h e n choose e i ther to c o n t i n u e at the general school ( w h i c h 
w a s i n the past, a n d is s t i l l seen today, as the p a t h to t h e vuz) or 
a t e c h n i c a l h i g h school w h e r e t h e y can receive a general 
d i p l o m a as w e l l as a t rade c e r t i f i c a t i o n . T h e increas ing e m ­
phasis o n j o b specia l izat ion at t h e h igh-school l e v e l w o u l d 
m e a n that most s tudents w o u l d choose t h e i r life's m a n u a l 
career at age 15, w h i l e a s m a l l m i n o r i t y w o u l d choose the i rs 
u p o n e n t e r i n g college. 

T h e m a n u a l t r a i n i n g w h i c h does exist i n t h e general (i.e., 
college-prep) schools is a i m e d at d i v e r t i n g some of the 
s tudents w h o aspire to college to self - track themselves 
t o w a r d s m a n u a l j o b s a n d to go to v o c a t i o n a l h i g h school i n ­
stead of the general academic h i g h school . 

B u t t h e v e r y p u l l i n g - a n d - p u s h i n g a n a r c h y of i m p e r i a l i s m 
m i l i t a t e s against t h e e f f i c ient s l o t t i n g of each s tudent i n t o t h e 
p r o p e r place . W e h a v e a l ready e x a m i n e d the a t t i tudes of the 
y o u t h . I n a d d i t i o n , teachers at t h e general schools object to 
m a n u a l t r a i n i n g because i t cuts i n t o "academic standards." A n d 
managers o f factories a n d f a r m s don't w a n t to b o t h e r w i t h 
s tudents w o r k i n g or l e a r n i n g i n t h e i r enterprises because o f t e n 
t h e y o u t h don't care about s u c h w o r k , a n d a l l o w i n g s tudents to 
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c o m e i n a n d w o r k d is rupts p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e a l m i g h t y p u r : 

sui t o f p r o f i t . Despi te t h e desires of the rev is ionis ts to get m o r e 
y o u t h to w a n t to take u p p r o d u c t i o n jobs , p r o d u c t i o n w o r k b y 
i tse l f c o m b i n e d w i t h bourgeois ideo logy w i l l n o t change 
anyone's a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s " love of labor." N o , those w h o e n d u p 
t h e r e do so b y the w o r k i n g s of t h e m a r k e t , w h e n t h e y don' t get 
accepted to the vuz or f i n d a n y other w a y to get i n t o the better-
p a y i n g , m o r e prest ig ious j o b s . 

Elite High Schools 

T h e o p p o s i t e side of t h e " s t r e a m l i n i n g s tudents i n t o 
m a n u a l j o b s " l i n e is t h e p o l i c y of e l i t e h i g h schools f o r " g i f t e d " 
s t u d e n t s . I n t h e 1960s, schools f o r m a t h a n d p h y s i c s , c o m ­
p u t e r t e c h n o l o g y , b i o l o g y a n d a g r o b i o l o g y w e r e es tabl i shed, 
i n a d d i t i o n to t h e e l i te language schools s p o k e n of ear l i e r a n d 
specia l sports a n d ar ts schools . These schools , l i k e t h e 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , h a v e c o m p e t i t i v e e n t r a n c e exams. T h e y are 
e l i te i n t h e sense t h a t t h e y take 15-year-olds w h o h a v e 
a l r e a d y spec ia l ized i n c e r t a i n f i e l d s a n d g i v e t h e m f u r t h e r 
specia l (and hothouse) t r a i n i n g w h i c h p r a c t i c a l l y guarantees 
a d m i t t a n c e t o u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d t h e n q u i t e l i k e l y t o g r a d u a t e 
schools f r o m w h i c h h i g h p o s i t i o n s are o b t a i n e d . 

P u p i l s at t h e m a t h a n d p h y s i c s schools h a v e a 100% e n t r y 
ra te t o vuzy. P u p i l s o f language schools are t h r e e t i m e s as 
l i k e l y to enter vuzy as those at o r d i n a r y g e n e r a l schools (and 
i t s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t h i s f i g u r e exc ludes t h e m a n y 
y o u t h w h o go t o t e c h n i c a l h i g h schools w h e r e t h e r e is a 0 % 
e n t r y rate to vuzy). S tudents at o t h e r specia l schools are t h r e e 
to f o u r t i m e s as l i k e l y t o be a d m i t t e d . 3 8 

F o r t h i s e l i te , w h i l e t h e i r s p e c i a l t y is t h e m a i n t h i n g , t h e 
r e v i s i o n i s t s recognize t h e necessi ty t o h a v e a l l - a r o u n d p o t e n ­
t i a l b o u r g e o i s re ta iners , t h u s necess i ta t ing a m o r e a l l - a r o u n d 
e d u c a t i o n t h a n t h a t o f m o s t s t u d e n t s . A n a r t i c l e f r o m t h e 
p e r i o d i c a l Sovietskaia Pedagogika deals w i t h t h e b r o a d e r 
e d u c a t i o n of these s t u d e n t s : 

" . . . A c a d e m i c i a n s K o l m o g o r o v a n d K o k o l i , P r o ­
fessor S m o r o d i n s k i a n d o t h e r teachers c o n s t a n t l y 
o r i e n t t h e i r s tudents t o w a r d n o t b e i n g l o c k e d w i t h i n 
t h e n a r r o w b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e i r spec ia l ty , a n d t o w a r d 
a s p i r i n g to be b r o a d l y e d u c a t e d a n d s p i r i t u a l l y 
e n r i c h e d p e o p l e w h o l o v e a n d u n d e r s t a n d c r e a t i v e 
l i t e r a t u r e a n d art a n d w h o are p a t r i o t s o f t h e i r 
social ist m o t h e r l a n d a n d a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n i ts 
s o c i a l . " 3 9 

A n d w h a t "social ist" p h e n o m e n a are t h e y t a l k i n g about? 

" [ K o l m o g o r o v ] gave an i n t e r e s t i n g , r i c h l y i l l u s t r a t e d 
l e c t u r e o n M i c h e l a n g e l o B u o n a r r o t i . I n t h e last 
s chool year he gave t h e s t u d e n t c o l l e c t i v e h i s r e c o r d 
p l a y e r a n d c o l l e c t i o n of classical m u s i c . N a t u r a l l y , 
s u c h a n a t t i t u d e o n t h e p a r t o f t h e v e n e r a b l e 
m a t h e m a t i c i a n s a n d p h y s i c i s t s t o w a r d ar t a n d t h e 
h u m a n i t i e s is t r a n s f e r r e d to t h e s t u d e n t s . " 4 0 

Yes, i n d e e d . L o c k , s tock a n d b a r r e l - r e v e r e n c e f o r 
b o u r g e o i s c u l t u r e h a n d e d d o w n f r o m v e n e r a b l e teacher to 
p u p i l . W h a t be t ter w a y to raise u p t h e n e w g e n e r a t i o n of 
r e v i s i o n i s t successors a n d f l u n k i e s to t h e i r n e w place i n 
soc ie ty a n d set t h e m apart f r o m t h e r a n k s o f t h e " o r d i n a r y ? " 

A s s tudents progress t h r o u g h the t w o or t h r e e years of 
t h i s spec ia l h i g h s c h o o l , t h e i r p o t e n t i a l is assessed a n d t h e n 
" i t is d e t e r m i n e d b y assessing t h e y o u n g people 's a p t i t u d e s 
w h e t h e r t h e y s h o u l d be t r a i n e d as special is ts i n a r e s t r i c t e d 
f i e l d , as a l l - r o u n d e r s or as sc ience a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . " 4 1 T h u s at 
age 17 t h e y are e lected a f u t u r e i n t h e i n t e l l i g e n t s i a or even 
t h e h i g h e r strata o f t h e p a r t y . 

O n e of t h e c o u n t r y ' s l e a d i n g sc ient is ts a n d h e a d of t h e 
m a t h a n d p h y s i c s h i g h s c h o o l at A k a d e m g o r o d o k i n Siberia 
p u t t h e m a t t e r t h i s w a y : 

" T h e r e are d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f e l i t e ; t h e y o u n g people 
b e i n g e d u c a t e d at t h e F M S h ( m a t h a n d p h y s i c s 
school) are n o t a h e r e d i t a r y i n t e l l e c t u a l a r i s tocracy 
b u t represent t h e m o s t t a l e n t e d a n d d e d i c a t e d f e w 
w h o w i l l h a v e to u n d e r t a k e the m o s t d i f f i c u l t p r o b ­
l e m s a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . A n e l i te , as w e u n d e r s t a n d 
i t i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , is t h e o r n a m e n t of soc iety , i t s 
p r i d e , t h e best p a r t o f i t . " 4 2 

W e w o u l d agree t h a t " h e r e d i t a r y " is n o t t h e c r u x of w h a t 
a n e l i te is, b u t i t is w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t s u b s t a n t i a l percentages 
o f t h e s tudents at these schools j u s t h a p p e n to be t h e c h i l d r e n 
of m a t h e m a t i c i a n s a n d o t h e r h i g h l y educa ted s c i e n t i f i c 
p a r e n t s o f t h e Russ ian n a t i o n a l i t y . T h e y are a l m o s t a l l f r o m 
t h e c i t ies . A n d i t j u s t so "happens" tha t t h e t a l e n t e d , c rea t ive 
y o u t h of t h e Soviet U n i o n are m o s t l y m a l e . I n 1975 at 
A k a d e m g o r o d o k i t w a s six males to e v e r y f e m a l e . A n d t h e 
m o s t f a v o r a b l e m a l e t o f e m a l e r a t i o i n a l l spec ia l h i g h schools 
i n t h e USSR w a s i n K i e v , w h e r e i t w a s 3 to l . 4 3 

Mamtaining and 
Reinforcing the Rural/Urban 
Contradiction, National 
Oppression, and the 
Oppression of Women 

U p to th i s p o i n t w e have e x a m i n e d the e d u c a t i o n as i t ap­
pl ies i n general t h r o u g h o u t t h e Soviet U n i o n a n d to s tudents i n 
general . But i t is f u r t h e r r e v e a l i n g to e x a m i n e the e d u c a t i o n 
sys tem i n r e l a t i o n to t h e r u r a l / u r b a n c o n t r a d i c t i o n , the n a t i o n ­
al q u e s t i o n ( w h i c h interpenetra tes w i t h the r u r a l / u r b a n con­
t r a d i c t i o n ) , a n d the w o m a n q u e s t i o n . 
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Rural 

R u r a l schools axe a c k n o w l e d g e d b y the Soviet author i t ies to 
be m u c h i n f e r i o r to those i n t h e cit ies . T h o u g h a n u m b e r of 
u p g r a d i n g pol ic ies h a v e been p u t f o r w a r d , the c o n d i t i o n s of 
l i f e i n general are m o r e b a c k w a r d d u e to the d o m i n a n c e of the 
l a w of v a l u e , w h i c h causes a g r i c u l t u r e to lag b e h i n d . T h e r e is 
s t i l l a n e e d i n t h e Soviet U n i o n f o r a large n u m b e r of u n s k i l l e d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l w o r k e r s w h o don' t need m u c h e d u c a t i o n to do 
t h e i r j o b , a n d th i s is re f l ec ted i n the i n f e r i o r q u a l i t y o f t h e r u r a l 
schools . A teacher i n a S iber ian r u r a l school descr ibed w h a t 
she regarded as the t y p i c a l r u r a l s t u d e n t : 

" M o s t o f m y c h i l d r e n came f r o m h o m e s w h e r e t h e 
parents d i d n o t h a v e a h igh-school e d u c a t i o n . T h e r e 
w e r e n o books i n t h e i r homes , a n d t h e y d i d n ' t have 
the o p p o r t u n i t y to go to a k i n d e r g a r t e n . M o s t of t h e m 
h a d n e v e r been to a m o v i e or a m u s e u m ; t h e y h a d 
radios b u t n o t t e l e v i s i o n sets. T h e parents w o r k e d 
m u c h longer h o u r s t h a n people do i n t h e cit ies - v e r y 
h a r d p h y s i c a l labor . M o s t of t h e m d i d n ' t have the t i m e 
or the energy to h e l p t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i t h t h e i r h o m e ­
w o r k , even i f t h e y w a n t e d to . M o s t i m p o r t a n t o f a l l , 
t h e r e w e r e n o people a r o u n d to i n s p i r e t h e m w i t h t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e of l e a r n i n g . . . . M o s t of t h e c h i l d r e n 
became h igh-school d r o p - o u t s . . . . I w a n t e d to h e l p 
change t h i n g s w h e n I came, b u t the o lder teachers — 
there w e r e o n l y t h r e e of us i n o u r s m a l l school - said, 
' Y o u can't do a n y t h i n g . T h i s is t h e w a y these people 
h a v e l i v e d f o r centur ies . ' 

T h e fact t h a t t h e r e v i s i o n i s t s l e t t h e r u r a l schools l a n g u i s h 
f a r b e h i n d t h e c i t y schools , n o t e x p e c t i n g t h e c h i l d r e n t h e r e to 
l e a r n v e r y m u c h , is f u r t h e r s h o w n t h r o u g h e x a m i n i n g t h e con­
d i t i o n of t h e school fac i l i t ies a n d e q u i p m e n t . Jacoby i n t e r ­
v i e w e d a n u m b e r of teachers w h o h a d r e t u r n e d f r o m t h e i r 
t w o - y e a r m a n d a t o r y tours of d u t y spent i n t h e r u r a l schools 
( f o l l o w i n g g r a d u a t i o n ) . 

" T h e y spoke of a 5 0 % d r o p o u t rate be fore seventh-
grade, o n e - r o o m schoolhouses f o r c h i l d r e n b e t w e e n 
t h e ages of seven a n d t h i r t e e n , severe t e x t b o o k short ­
ages a n d nonexis tent e q u i p m e n t . ' I t a u g h t f o r t w o 
years i n an e l e m e n t a r y school i n the far northeast , ' 
one teacher t o l d m e . ' T h e f i r s t year, t h e r e w e r e exact­
ly f o u r m a t h textbooks a n d six r e a d i n g books f o r f o u r ­
teen s tudents . T h e second year w a s the s w i t c h to t h e 
n e w c u r r i c u l u m a n d w e w e r e supposed to receive en­
tirely n e w sets of t ex tbooks . T h e tex tbooks f o r t h e 
year rjeginning i n t h e f a l l o f 1970 a r r i v e d i n M a r c h o f 
1971.* " 5 

F u r t h e r , m a n y o f those w h o do gain a n e d u c a t i o n a n d 
h a v e been to t h e city d o n o t w a n t to r e t u r n to the v i l l a g e . A s of 
1973, people i n t h e Soviet U n i o n b o r n o n f a r m s w e r e n o t 
issued i n t e r n a l passports. W i t h o u t th i s passport t h e y are n o t 
a l l o w e d to m o v e to t h e c i t y . O n e of t h e f e w legal w a y s to get 

one is t h r o u g h admiss ions to t h e vuz. L e t t i n g too m a n y y o u t h 
o f f t h e f a r m to college w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e to t h e labor shortage. 
Those r u r a l y o u t h w h o are encouraged to go to t h e vuzy are 
m a i n l y t r a i n e d i n professions a n d vocat ions t h a t are needed o n 
t h e f a r m , since n o one else w a n t s to go there . I t is a lmost 
u n h e a r d of f o r u r b a n y o u t h t o choose a profess ion that w o u l d 
place t h e m o n a f a r m . 

H o w e v e r , since r u r a l e d u c a t i o n is so poor , f e w r u r a l y o u t h 
get i n t o t h e ins t i tu tes a n d t h u s the chance of ge t t ing a n y 
d e c e n t l y t r a i n e d teachers to c o m e to the v i l l a g e to stay (as op­
posed to c o n s i g n i n g recent graduates f o r t w o years) is r e d u c e d , 
k e e p i n g t h e q u a l i t y l o w . 

T h e c h a i r m a n of a r u r a l Soviet e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e i n a 
m o u n t a i n o u s area o f G e o r g i a w r o t e t h e f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r t o 
Izvestia o n t h e p r o b l e m : 

"Every year w e prepare f o r the next semester o f o u r 
school w i t h l o v i n g care. W e purchase f u e l a n d repa i r 
the classrooms a n d the teachers' a p a r t m e n t s . R e c e n t l y 
w e b u i l t a n annex to the school to a c c o m m o d a t e 150 
s tudents . W h e n September 1 comes, h o w e v e r , o u r 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t begins. W h a t c o u l d be w r o n g ? W e 
a w a i t o u r teachers, b u t t h e y do n o t a r r i v e . W h e n w e 
address ourselves to the M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n i n 
G r o z n y , r e m i n d i n g t h e m of o u r request , t h e y r e p l y : 
' T h e r e are n o t e n o u g h teachers i n t h e r e p u b l i c , so g ive 
the ones y o u have m o r e w o r k a n d h i r e assistants.' 
T h a t is w h a t w e are d o i n g , since there is n o t h i n g else 
w e can d o . W h a t t r o u b l e s us most , h o w e v e r , is tha t 
not one of the t w e n t y - s e v e n graduates o f o u r school 
last year w a s a d m i t t e d to a ( teacher-training) i n s t i t u t e . 
T h r o u g h y o u r n e w s p a p e r w e w o u l d l i k e to ask j u s t 
w h e n the M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n w i l l send teachers to 
o u r s c h o o l . " 4 6 

A n d G e o r g i a has t h e best e d u c a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t its 
r e p u b l i c o f a l l t h e r e p u b l i c s i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e Russ ian Soviet F e d e r a t e d Social ist R e p u b l i c ! 

T h e f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n Literaturnaya 
Gazeta i l l u s t r a t e s t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s f a c e d b y t h e r u r a l y o u t h 
t r y i n g t o g a i n a d m i s s i o n t o t h e vuz: 

"I l i v e i n a v i l l a g e . W h e n I c o m e t o t h e c i t y I o f t e n see 
t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t s g l u e d o n spec ia l b o a r d s : ' I g i v e 
lessons i n p h y s i c s , a p p l y at t h e f o l l o w i n g ad­
dress . . . . " I a m l o o k i n g f o r a t u t o r i n . . . . ' T h e pages 
of t h e c i t y n e w s p a p e r s are also f u l l o f s u c h not i ces . A 
s trange f e e l i n g is c rea ted . I t seems, t h e n , t h a t t h e 
s k i l l s y o u r e c e i v e d i n s c h o o l are s o m e t h i n g u n r e a l , 
w h i l e f o r 'cash' t h e y ' l l f o r c e a u t h e n t i c k n o w l e d g e i n ­
t o y o u r h e a d a n d t h e n y o u ' l l d e f i n i t e l y get i n t o a n i n ­
s t i t u t e . 

" T h i s is one s ide of t h e case. T h e r e is a n o t h e r . 
W h a t s h o u l d w e d o , t h e v i l lagers? Y o u n g m e n a n d 
w o m e n w h o g r o w u p h e r e also d r e a m a b o u t o n e o r 
a n o t h e r i n s t i t u t e a n d also deserve to r e c e i v e a h i g h e r 
e d u c a t i o n . W h e r e are t h e y t o f i n d coaches? W e h a v e 
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n o professors or P h . D . candidates i n o u r v i l l ages . 
H e r e i t is d i f f i c u l t j u s t t o f i n d g o o d teachers . W h o 
w i l l p r e p a r e o u r c h i l d r e n f o r e n t r a n c e t o t h e i n ­
s t i tute? 

" E v e n w i t h o u t t h i s [ coaching] t h e v i l l a g e s c h o o l is 
b e h i n d t h e c i t y schools . H e r e t h e p e o p l e o f t e n c o m ­
p l a i n : t h e teacher is n o t as g o o d , a n d t h e e q u i p m e n t 
is n o t t h e same, a n d t h e l i b r a r i e s do n o t c o m p a r e at 
a l l w i t h those i n t h e c i t y . T h e v i l l a g e c h i l d r e n , 
espec ia l ly those w h o l i v e f a r a w a y f r o m t h e r e g i o n a l 
roads , are d e p r i v e d of m u s e u m s , theaters , l ec tures . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e i r p r e p a r a t i o n is a l r e a d y w o r s e . 
B u t i n a d d i t i o n to a l l these o t h e r t h i n g s , one m u s t 
a d d ' the c o m p e t i t i o n o f t h e p u r s e . . . . ' " 4 7 

T h e revis ionis ts have f r o m t i m e to t i m e set u p some ex­
p e r i m e n t a l p r o g r a m s to p r o v i d e special t u t o r i n g f o r t h e r u r a l 
s tudents m a i n l y f o r cosmet ic purposes , b u t these p r o g r a m s 
w e r e a b a n d o n e d after a year or t w o , b e i n g s u m m e d u p as too 
expensive . T h e r e a l i t y is t h a t i t is n o t i n the interests o f t h e 
revis ionis ts to m a k e h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a r e a l i t y f o r r u r a l 
c h i l d r e n since t h e y don't need i t f o r t h e i r m a n u a l jobs a n d i t 
w o u l d o n l y c o n t i n u e the a l ready serious exodus to the cit ies . 
A s w i t h t h e m e n t a l / m a n u a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n , the d i v i s i o n be­
t w e e n c i t y a n d c o u n t r y s i d e is not v i e w e d as a p o l i t i c a l con­
t r a d i c t i o n - one of re la t ions b e t w e e n people - n o r are t h e 
masses cal led u p o n or p o l i t i c a l l y m o b i l i z e d to s truggle to nar­
r o w these d i v i s i o n s . I t is a l l a m a t t e r of b a l a n c i n g a n d p l a n n i n g 
at the t o p , w i t h p r o f i t a n d the p o l i t i c a l needs of social-
imperialism as t h e k e y cr i ter ia , to t r y to e v e n o u t t h e w o r s t con­
sequences of th i s i n e v i t a b l e s c h i s m . 

National Question 

T h e p r o b l e m of p o o r q u a l i t y e d u c a t i o n p r o d u c i n g a d e a r t h 
of teachers n a t i v e to t h e r u r a l areas is re la ted to t h e n a t i o n a l 
q u e s t i o n . M a n y of the teachers, especial ly i n t h e C e n t r a l A s i a n 
r e p u b l i c s ( w h i c h h a v e 5 0 % of the s c h o o l c h i l d r e n i n t h e USSR), 
are u n i v e r s i t y graduates o f t h e Slavic nat iona l i t i es d o i n g t h e i r 
t w o - y e a r c o m p u l s o r y w o r k s t i n t . M o s t have n o i n t e n t i o n of 
s t a y i n g i n these areas after t h e i r m a n d a t o r y w o r k ass ignment 
is u p a n d t h e y h a v e l i t t l e u n d e r s t a n d i n g or s y m p a t h y f o r t h e 
c u l t u r e of the people . Since t h e y do n o t k n o w the n a t i v e 
language, t h e y teach o n l y i n Russian. T h u s , c h i l d r e n e n t e r i n g 
school f o r the f i r s t t i m e w h o a l ready h a v e l i t t l e contact w i t h 
books , l ibrar ies , m u s e u m s , t e l e v i s i o n , a n d m o v i e s are also 
c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a teacher w h o does n o t speak t h e i r language 
a n d books w r i t t e n i n a f o r e i g n language. Jacoby relates t h e 
f o l l o w i n g e x a m p l e of th i s s i t u a t i o n : 

" I m e t t w o y o u n g Russian w o m e n w h o w e r e students 
at a t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t e i n K u s t a n a i , a c i ty o f 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 100,000 i n Kazakhstan . O n e w a s t h e 
daughter of a n a r m y co lone l , t h e o t h e r the daughter o f 
a n engineer . T h e y h a d b o t h l i v e d i n Kazakhstan f o r 

seven years a n d t h e y w e r e s t u d y i n g to b e c o m e 
secondary-school E n g l i s h teachers. O n e of the g i r l s 
p u l l e d o u t a snapshot o f her E n g l i s h class of f i f t y 
s tudents . She p r o u d l y d r e w m y a t t e n t i o n to the one 
Tatar a n d the t w o Kazakhs i n the g r o u p . . . t h e o t h e r 
s tudents i n t h e p i c t u r e w e r e o b v i o u s l y Russian or o f 
some o t h e r 'European' o r i g i n ; ye t Kazakhs a n d 
m i n o r i t i e s l i k e t h e Tatars m a k e u p o v e r h a l f t h e 
republ ic ' s p o p u l a t i o n . 

" N e i t h e r o f t h e g i r l s spoke Kazakh , a n d t h e y ex­
pected that a l l the K a z a k h h igh-school s tudents w h o 
w e r e s t u d y i n g E n g l i s h w o u l d a l ready speak excel lent 
Russian. ' [Kazakh] is a v e r y d i f f i c u l t language, ' one of 
the gir ls said, 'and I w o n ' t r e a l l y need i t . K a z a k h is m y 
t h i r d language, a n d i t w o u l d be m u c h too d i f f i c u l t f o r 
m e to teach Engl i sh to s tudents w h o d i d n o t speak 
Russian. ' H e r s ta tement i l lustrates the d i f f i c u l t i e s a n y 
m i n o r i t y - g r o u p s t u d e n t w o u l d encounter unless he 
mastered Russian at a n ear ly age." 4 8 

T h e p o l i c y of t h e revis ionis ts since t h e i r f i r s t m a j o r 
r e f o r m , the E d u c a t i o n R e f o r m of 1958, has been one of f o r c i b l e 
a s s i m i l a t i o n a n d Grea t Russian c h a u v i n i s m i n the f o r m of 
Russ i f i ca t ion of t h e oppressed nat ions — suppress ing t h e 
languages of the oppressed nat ional i t ies t h r o u g h such t h i n g s 
as t each ing o n l y i n Russian, or d e m a n d i n g t h a t Russian be 
t a u g h t w h e r e v e r a n o t h e r language is t a u g h t (but n o t v i c e v e r ­
sa). O n e Soviet text declares, " G r o u p s of people w h o h a v e 
changed t h e i r language, i n the course of t i m e , u s u a l l y also 
change t h e i r e t h n i c (national) i d e n t i t y . " 4 9 

Since 1958 the t r e n d has been m o r e a n d m o r e to t each ing 
o n l y i n Russian at ear l ier a n d earl ier grades, a l t h o u g h Russian 
is t h e o r e t i c a l l y e lect ive . T h e Russian language is t h e o f f i c i a l 
language of the Soviet U n i o n . I t is the m e d i u m of c o m m u n i c a ­
t i o n b e t w e e n t h e centra l g o v e r n m e n t a n d that o f t h e r e p u b l i c s . 
To enter a n y i n s t i t u t i o n of h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , the a p p l i c a n t 
m u s t demonst ra te a m a s t e r y of t h e Russian language. 
A l t h o u g h , again t h e o r e t i c a l l y , a s tudent has a r i g h t to be t a u g h t 
i n his/her n a t i v e language i n t h e vuz, th i s r a r e l y happens since 
t h e r e are n o t t h e a p p r o p r i a t e professors f l u e n t i n t h e language. 

A l m o s t a l l m a n a g e r i a l a n d t e c h n i c a l j o b s d e m a n d m a s t e r y 
a n d use o f Russian a n d since these j o b s r e q u i r e a college 
d i p l o m a , w h i c h also requi res m a s t e r y of Russian, th i s r e i n ­
forces t h e use of Russian. I n C e n t r a l As ia i t is a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s tark s i t u a t i o n . A l m o s t a l l the people i n profess ional pos i t ions 
are Slavs - p r e d o m i n a n t l y Russians, w h i l e t h e n a t i v e people 
w o r k o n t h e f a r m s a n d o t h e r u n s k i l l e d j o b s . H e r e t h e "benign 
neglect" of t h e schools c i ted earl ier stands o u t q u i t e c l ear ly as 
p a r t o f the process of enforced Russ i f i ca t ion . T h e c h i l d r e n are 
g i v e n such a p o o r e d u c a t i o n that even those w h o receive t h e i r 
p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n i n t h e i r n a t i v e language m o s t o f t e n d r o p 
out after e ight grades, so there are v e r y f e w w h o go o n to 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n . O f those w h o do go to the vuz, m o s t are 
s i p h o n e d o f f f o r v a r i o u s reasons. 

T h e p o l i c y of Russ i f i ca t ion is i n sharp o p p o s i t i o n to 
pol ic ies c a r r i e d o u t u n d e r L e n i n a n d Sta l in (at least u n t i l 
W W 2 ) . T h e n t h e n a t i v e language w a s encouraged a n d i n some 
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languages f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e an a lphabet w a s d e v e l o p e d a n d p u t 
i n t o w r i t t e n language. A conscious e f for t w a s m a d e to deve lop 
teachers f r o m the r e p u b l i c s to teach i n the n a t i v e languages. 

T o d a y i n the Soviet U n i o n , grade-school texts are s t i l l 
t rans la ted i n t o the m a i n m i n o r i t y languages, b u t the transla­
t i o n of secondary tex tbooks lags w a y b e h i n d a n d text t ransla­
t ions f o r s m a l l e r language groups have l o w e r p r i o r i t y . O n e of­
f i c i a l i n M o s c o w b l u n t l y stated, "Is i t so b a d to expect a h i g h -
school s tudent to s t u d y science i n Russian? Let's face facts -
U z b e k isn't g o i n g to be a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l sc ient i f i c l a n g u a g e . " 5 0 

W h a t bet ter s ta tement of the oppressor m e n t a l i t y a n d Great 
Russian c h a u v i n i s m of the Soviet revisionists? 

W h i l e the o v e r a l l t r e n d is t o w a r d s r a p i d Russ i f i ca t ion , 
t h e r e are di f ferences i n the success of th i s a m o n g d i f f e r e n t na­
t i o n a l i t i e s a n d i n d i f f e r e n t r e p u b l i c s . M o s t o f the smal ler na­
t iona l i t i es i n the Russian R e p u b l i c are not taught i n t h e i r 
n a t i v e language at a l l a n y m o r e a n d the others o n l y i n the 
earliest grades together w i t h the Russian language. 

I n the u r b a n centers of the m i n o r i t y - n a t i o n a l i t y r e p u b l i c s 
there are m a n y Russians a n d Russian is the o f f i c i a l language of 
a l l state business. T h e p u l l a w a y f r o m e d u c a t i o n i n the n a t i v e 
language is h e l p e d a l o n g b o t h b y the Russians w o r k i n g i n 
these areas, w h o o n l y send t h e i r c h i l d r e n to Russian schools, 
a n d t h e non-Slavic parents w h o w a n t t h e i r c h i l d r e n to m a k e i t 
i n t o sc ient i f i c or t e c h n i c a l jobs r e q u i r i n g u n i v e r s i t y degrees 
( w h i c h r e q u i r e Russian] . T h i s leaves the w o r k e r s a n d peasants 
i n w h a t nat ional - language schools tha t do exist. T h e e n d result 
is a c learcut class d i f f e r e n c e a long n a t i o n a l l ines i n the q u a l i t y 
of the e d u c a t i o n rece ived . 

A t th i s t i m e the c o n t i n u a t i o n of i n s t r u c t i o n i n a child's 
n a t i v e language is c o n t i n u e d m a i n l y f o r the p u r p o s e of easing 
the c h i l d i n t o the t r a n s i t i o n to Russian, m u c h as is done i n b i l ­
i n g u a l e d u c a t i o n w h e n i t . is o f f e r e d i n the U.S. I t is n o t to 
preserve a n d deve lop the c u l t u r e of the m i n o r i t y nat ional i t ies 
a n d enhance t h e i r a b i l i t y to c o n t r i b u t e to society i n a l l spheres, 
b u t ra ther to a i d i n e n f o r c i n g a "peaceful t r a n s i t i o n " to the c o m ­
plete d o m i n a n c e of Russian a n d Russians i n a l l spheres of the 
Soviet state. 

Woman Question 

I n the Soviet U n i o n , w o m e n m a k e u p 5 1 % of vuz students. 
After Finland this is the second highest percentage i n the w o r l d . 
T h i s is often advert ised b y the Soviets as another reason w h y 
their 'socialist'' system is superior to Western i m p e r i a l i s m . 

History, as w e l l as the p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m s a n d needs of 
social-imperialism, p lays an i m p o r t a n t role i n t h i s . T h e Bol ­
s h e v i k s after 1917, led by L e n i n a n d t h e n b y Stal in i n the later 
2 0 s a n d '30s, fought hard to b r i n g w o m e n i n t o the e c o n o m i c 
a n d political life of the society. U n i v e r s a l l i t e racy w a s basical­
ly achieved i n this period. Quotas w e r e set aside i n the vuzy f o r 
w o m e n w o r k e r s and peasants, n o t o n l y i n t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
women's fields but in scientific a n d t e c h n i c a l f ie lds as w e l l . 

T h e n w i t h the p r e p a r a t i o n for a n d o u t b r e a k of W W 2 , 
w o m e n w e r e called u p o n to take u p even m o r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

i n the r u r r n i n g of the e c o n o m y since most m e n w e r e m o b i l i z e d 
i n t h e a r m e d forces . A t t h a t t i m e t h e percentage of w o m e n i n 
a l l schools w a s at i t s h ighest , f o r e x a m p l e , 7 7 % i n t h e vuzy. 

T h e t r e m e n d o u s loss of l i f e i n the Soviet U n i o n d u r i n g that 
w a r lef t the c o u n t r y w i t h a severe labor shortage, especial ly i n 
j o b s that w e r e s t i l l m a i n l y done b y m e n - so w o m e n con­
t i n u e d to be ca l led u p o n to w o r k i n a lmost every f i e l d , b o t h 
m e n t a l a n d m a n u a l , a n d this w a s re f lec ted i n t h e educat ion 
sys tem. 

W h e n the revis ionis ts seized p o w e r , the labor shortage 
caused b y W W 2 s t i l l existed a n d w a s forecast to c o n t i n u e f o r a 
l o n g p e r i o d because f e w e r c h i l d r e n h a d been b o r n to the W W 2 
generat ion d u r i n g a n d after the w a r . M a i n l y because of th i s 
a n d because the socialist t r a d i t i o n of w o m e n w o r k i n g outs ide 
the h o m e h a d been f i r m l y establ ished, the revis ionis ts d i d not 
d e m a n d that w o m e n q u i t w o r k i n g outs ide the h o m e , b u t 
ra ther used the precedents a c h i e v e d u n d e r the d i c t a t o r s h i p of 
the pro le tar ia t to serve the needs of the bourgeois ie . F e w j o b 
barr iers not crossed before the revis ionists t o o k over have 
been crossed b y w o m e n since that t i m e , a n d t h e b r e a k d o w n of 
sex ratios i n v a r i o u s f i e lds of s t u d y , especial ly i n t h e v o c a t i o n a l 
schools a n d the vuzy, ref lects t h a t . 

F r o m r a w statistics of p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n schools a n d the w o r k ­
force, w o m e n have e q u a l i t y to a h i g h e r degree i n the Soviet 
U n i o n t h a n i n the U.S. H o w e v e r , scratch t h e surface of th is 
p i c t u r e a n d y o u w i l l f i n d the b e d r o c k o n w h i c h the p r o f o u n d 
oppress ion of w o m e n rests in tac t a n d u p h e l d b y the social-
i m p e r i a l i s t s - w o m a n as the p r i m a r y caretaker a n d p r o v i d e r 
of the basic m a i n t e n a n c e needs of the f a m i l y . N o t s u r p r i s i n g l y 
th is is also re f lec ted a n d r e i n f o r c e d i n the educat ion of the 
y o u n g e r genera t ion . 

Soviet social t h e o r y , as w e l l as social pract ice , c la ims that 
m e n a n d w o m e n have i n n a t e p e r s o n a l i t y a n d psycholog ica l 
di f ferences w h i c h result i n w o m e n b e i n g n a t u r a l l y m o r e n u r -
t u r a n t , e m o t i o n a l , s u p p o r t i v e of others , modest , a n d res tra in­
ed t h a n m e n . W o m e n have a k n a c k for h o u s e h o l d w o r k and 
m e n do n o t . W o m e n are good at t a k i n g care of others ' needs, 
m e n are n o t . T h i s t h e o r y ref lects the ac tual sex-stereotyped 
roles of w o m e n a n d m e n i n Soviet society. 

Even w i t h o u t the r e i n f o r c e m e n t of the educat ion system, 
this ideological and p o l i t i c a l l ine is no d o u b t p o w e r f u l l y ( though 
of ten wordless ly] conveyed to the y o u t h t h r o u g h example a n d 
t r a d i t i o n . H o w e v e r , the educat ion system does p l a y an i m p o r ­
tant role i n p r o m o t i n g these ideas. The most blatant w a y is i n 
sex-dif ferential courses. For example, i n the u p p e r grades of 
g r a m m a r school, girls take the equivalent of U.S. j u n i o r - h i g h 
h o m e ec a n d boys take "shop" f o r the i r ' labor" courses. I n h i g h 
school, d u r i n g the c o m p u l s o r y m i l i t a r y courses, boys get com­
bat t r a i n i n g a n d girls take f irst a i d . 

But there are also m o r e v e i l e d , pervas ive , a n d ef fect ive 
w a y s of p r o m o t i n g w o m e n ' s oppress ion i n the e d u c a t i o n 
system, t h r o u g h c o n c e n t r a t i n g a n d r e f l e c t i n g t h e status q u o i n 
the d a i l y lessons. A recent s t u d y of early-grades Soviet text­
books b y a U.S . sociologist s h o w s a d e f i n i t e sex-role bias. I n 
the USSR a l l t ex tbooks c o m e f r o m the centra l e d u c a t i o n 
m i n i s t r y a n d are w r i t t e n w i t h v e r y conscious goals i n m i n d , 
n o t o n l y f o r the g r a m m a r or a lphabet or m a t h , b u t also f o r the 
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p o l i t i c a l content and " m o r a l lessons" to be c o n v e y e d . T h i s is 
not a n a b e r r a t i o n b u t a conscious p r o m o t i o n of w o m e n ' s op­
press ion to the c h i l d r e n a n d y o u t h . T h e a u t h o r of th i s s t u d y 
states t h a t : 

" T h e f i n d i n g s are d r a m a t i c : the stories present a v i e w 
of a d u l t males as sources of d i r e c t i v e a n d i n s t r u c t i v e 
b e h a v i o r , a l t ru i s t i c , and p o l i t i c a l l y i n v o l v e d . T h e 
m a l e has a favorable sel f - image a n d is c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
h is . a d v a n c e m e n t . H e has p o t e n t i a l for l eadersh ip . 
T h o u g h m a l e c h i l d r e n are s o m e t i m e s selfish a n d a n t i ­
social , th is is not t r u e of m a l e adul t s . A b o y rare ly 
engages i n n u r t u r a n t b e h a v i o r a n d o n l y i n f r e q u e n t l y 
par t ic ipates i n h o u s e h o l d tasks. T h e a d u l t female , on 
the o t h e r h a n d , is h e a v i l y i n v o l v e d i n t r a d i t i o n a l 
household tasks a n d n u r t u r a n c e i n these stories. 
W o m e n t e n d to be presented as e m o t i o n a l l y ex­
pressive a n d s u p p o r t i v e of the a d v a n c e m e n t of others , 
t h o u g h r e l a t i v e l y u n c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e i r o w n self-
a d v a n c e m e n t . T h e y l e n d lo be careless. T h e y also 
engage i n m o r e passive ac t iv i t ies [reading, s i t t ing , 
w a t c h i n g ] t h a n m e n do . Not o n l y are (hey u n i n v o l v e d 
p o l i t i c a l l y , t h e y are a c t u a l l y p o l i t i c a l l y n a i v e . " 5 1 

T h e o n e s t o r y i n t h e f o u r r e a d i n g b o o k s s t u d i e d t h a t h a d 
a f e m a l e as t h e c e n t r a l c h a r a c t e r i n a n o v e r t l y " p o l i t i c a l " s t o r y 
w a s "Tania , t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y . " W h i l e t h e g i r l herse l f is a 
h e r o i n e a n d saves h e r f a t h e r f r o m t h e tsar's p o l i c e , h e r 
m o t h e r is " i n n o w a y i n v o l v e d w i t h h e r husband 's u n d e r ­
g r o u n d a c t i v i t i e s , is i g n o r a n t o f t h e p l a n s f o r a n a r m e d u p r i s ­
i n g a n d is so t h o r o u g h l y f r i g h t e n e d of h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n t h a t 
he r e p r i m a n d s h e r : ' Y o u are c h a t t e r i n g nonsense ! A r e y o u 
n o t t h e w i f e o f a B o l s h e v i k ? Y o u dare to be a c o w a r d ! ' " 
A c c o r d i n g to t h e s t u d y , t h i s t y p e of a d u l t w o m a n is n o t at a l l 
u n u s u a l i n t h e s tor ies . F o r e x a m p l e , i n a n o t h e r s t o r y a b o u t 
t h e B o l s h e v i k s b e f o r e t h e r e v o l u t i o n , t h e o n l y f e m a l e charac­
ter i n t h e s t o r y does t h r e e t h i n g s : "She ' s i l e n t l y prepares d i n ­
ner , ' she l ies t o t h e d e t e c t i v e w h o comes to conf iscate t h e 
leaf lets a n d she cries a f t e r t h e d e t e c t i v e d e p a r t s . " 5 2 

But m o r e t e l l i n g is tha t the m a i n c o n c e n t r a t i o n of stories 
w i t h w o m e n as the centra l characters w a s a r o u n d I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l W o m e n ' s D a y , w h i c h i n t h e Soviet U n i o n has been 
r e d u c e d to t h e i r v e r s i o n of M o t h e r s . D a y . O f the 23 separate 
stories a n d p o e m s i n the f o u r readers s t u d i e d , 19 w e r e con­
cerned w i t h w o m e n i d e n t i f i e d as m o t h e r s a n d most of these 
w e r e "eulogies to m o t h e r s . " O n l y one s tory , about K r u p s k a y a , 
w a s a b o u t a w o m a n i n the r e v o l u t i o n . 5 3 

T h e r e w e r e n u m e r o u s stories i n v o l v i n g characters a n d 
t h e i r occupat ions . I t is i n t e r e s t i n g to note tha t of a l l the occupa­
t ions l i s ted , m o r e t h a n t w i c e as m a n y i n v o l v e d m a l e charac­
ters as f emale — a t y p i c a l p r o p o r t i o n especial ly as the stories 
become m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d . O f these, the characters over­
w h e l m i n g l y f o l l o w the o c c u p a t i o n a l b r e a k d o w n i n society, 
and i n fact exaggerate i t . 

A n o t h e r aspect o f t h e e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m w h i c h r e i n f o r c e s 
a n d p r o m o t e s t h e o p p r e s s i o n of w o m e n is t h a t a l m o s t a l l t h e 
teachers i n t h e nurser ies , k i n d e r g a r t e n s , a n d g r a m m a r 

schools are w o m e n , A c lear s t a t e m e n t to t h e c h i l d r e n t h a t i t is 
the w o m e n ' s j o b to t a k e care of t h e c h i l d r e n . I n t h e g e n e r a l 
h i g h schools w o m e n s t i l l p r e d o m i n a t e , w h i l e i n t h e voca­
t i o n a l h i g h schools m e n p r e d o m i n a t e . T h e s t u d e n t b o d y of 
these t e c h n i c a l schools w h i c h p r o d u c e s k i l l e d w o r k e r s is also 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y m a l e . T h i s is espec ia l ly t r u e i n t h e r u r a l 
areas. A s u r v e y d o n e i n 1970 i n f o u r E u r o p e a n oblasti f o u n d 
t h a t 9 0 . 3 % of t h e s tudents i n the r u r a l t e c h n i c a l schools w e r e 
m a l e . 5 4 I n a n o t h e r s t u d y i t w a s r e v e a l e d t h a t n o t a s ingle g i r l 
w a s accepted i n t o t h e s ix a g r i c u l t u r e m e c h a n i c s schools i n 
t h e S m o l e n s k oblast i n 1965, y e t at t h a t t i m e 6 0 % o f t h e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o r force o f t h e oblast w a s f e m a l e . E v e n w h e r e 
t h e r e is a 3 0 % rate o f acceptance to t h e t e c h n i c a l h i g h schools 
( in t h e cities) w o m e n m a i n l y enter i n t o t rades c o n n e c t e d to 
t h e g a r m e n t i n d u s t r y or o t h e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of f e m a l e 
l a b o r . 5 5 

O f t e n t h i s t r a c k i n g o f m a l e a n d f e m a l e s tudents i n t o 
m a i n l y m a l e - or f e m a l e - d o m i n a t e d o c c u p a t i o n s h a p p e n s 
" n a t u r a l l y . " T h e c l e a r c u t sex ro les i n soc ie ty as w e l l as t h e 
s u b t l e a n d n o t so s u b t l e s t e e r i n g b y p a r e n t s , teachers , a n d 
f e l l o w s tudents l e a d s p o n t a n e o u s l y to a s e x - t y p e d d i v i s i o n of 
l a b o r . 

H o w e v e r , t h e r e is b l a t a n t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n as w e l l . H e r e 
t h e f o r m is n o t based o n a n o f f i c i a l l y s tated b e l i e f t h a t 
w o m e n are too s t u p i d , o r t o o f r a g i l e , or n o t m a t h e m a t i c a l l y 
i n c l i n e d , etc., b u t d i r e c t l y o n h e r r o l e as p o t e n t i a l (or actual) 
m o t h e r . Reasons g i v e n are t h a t she w o u l d t a k e o f f days t o be 
w i t h a sick c h i l d [it is u n h e a r d of f o r a m a n to do such a th ing) , 
that she w o u l d n o t relocate f o r the j o b , or m i g h t have to 
relocate because of h e r husband's j o b , t h a t she w o u l d n o t be 
able to keep u p w i t h n e w d e v e l o p m e n t s i n a profess ion 
because of t h e t i m e spent o n h e r " h o m e j o b . " Since h i g h e r -
e d u c a t i o n admiss ions quotas are based d i r e c t l y o n state-
pro jec ted quotas f o r f i t t i n g p e r s o n n e l i n t o p a r t i c u l a r slots i n 
the economy, requests f r o m directors o f industr ies f o r m e n - o n l y 
are pro jected d i r e c t l y onto vuzy (as w e l l as secondary technica l 
school] admissions. A y o u n g Soviet w o m a n relates her ex­
perience w i t h the subtle and not so subtle t r a c k i n g b y sex: 

" I n school I sa id tha t I w a n t e d to be a geologist, b u t I 
w a s t o l d t h a t i t w a s bet ter to be a geophysic is t . B u t 
t h a t d i d n ' t have a n y t h i n g to do w i t h w h a t I w a s 
d r e a m i n g a b o u t . I t w a s the taiga, the c a m p f i r e s , a n d 
t h e o ther r o m a n t i c s t u f f tha t at tracted m e . W h e n I le f t 
school (h igh school) I d i d n ' t have a n y idea w h a t to d o . 
So f i n a l l y I a p p l i e d to a geological i n s t i t u t e , b u t t h e y 
d i d n ' t accept g i r l s except as reserves. T h e y said t h a t 
g i r l s w o u l d e v e n t u a l l y have fami l i es , a n d a w o m a n 
w i t h a f a m i l y couldn ' t be a real geologist . Since I 
wasn' t accepted, I had to f i n d s o m e t h i n g else. I d i d n ' t 
k n o w w h e r e to t u r n to f i n d a j o b , a n d d i d n ' t have a 
s o u l to ask or consul t . F i n a l l y , I e n r o l l e d i n a t rade 
school to l e a r n lathe w o r k , a t w o - y e a r course. T h e r e 
w e r e o n l y boys . I d i d o k a y even t h o u g h I d i d n ' t exact­
l y love i t . I l i k e d t h e w o r k , b u t i t w a s a s t ra in to be the 
o n l y g i r l . M y g r o u p wasn' t too h a p p y to have m e 
a r o u n d , a n d the fact tha t I d i d w e l l d i d n ' t he lp a n y . " 5 6 
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She e v e n t u a l l y d r o p p e d o u t . 
T h e a d m i s s i o n quotas b y sex are o f t e n based o n 

e m p l o y e r s ' orders . E m p l o y e r s m a y request o n l y boys f o r j o b s 
at w h i c h gir ls m a y be e q u a l l y w e l l - s u i t e d , a c c o r d i n g to a s t u d y 
b y V . B . M i k h a i l i u k done i n 1970. "As a resu l t , " she states, "girls 
s t u d y m a i n l y those occupat ions i n w h i c h s i m p l y b y t r a d i t i o n 
f e m a l e labor is w i d e l y e m p l o y e d . " 5 7 

F u r t h e r , because g ir l s t e n d to gravi ta te t o w a r d s c e r t a i n 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y " f e m i n i n e " professions l i k e h u m a n i t i e s a n d h e a l t h 
sciences, there is a m u c h greater c o m p e t i t i o n a m o n g t h e m f o r 
t h e l i m i t e d n u m b e r of places i n t h e vuzy. A s t u d y done i n 1968 
o f appl ica t ions to f i v e m a j o r vuzy i n L e n i n g r a d f o u n d t h a t t h e r e 
w e r e t w i c e as m a n y f e m a l e as m a l e appl icants , y e t t h e ac tual 
e n r o l l m e n t s h o w e d a n a p p r o x i m a t e l y equa l n u m b e r of m e n 
a n d w o m e n a d m i t t e d . E i g h t y p e r c e n t of t h e w o m e n appl icants 
w e r e n o t a d m i t t e d , c o m p a r e d w i t h 5 0 % of t h e m e n . 5 8 T h e 
pre ference f o r males , even i n f e m a l e - d o m i n a t e d f ie lds s u c h as 
m e d i c i n e , is d e f e n d e d o n t h e basis o f t h e greater long-range 
p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d r e l i a b i l i t y of m e n w h o h a v e n o f a m i l y 
responsib i l i t ies o t h e r t h a n e a r n i n g a n i n c o m e : 

"Boys, a n d i t is u n f i t t i n g to conceal t h i s , are accepted 
to m e d i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h a l o w e r average t h a n 
g i r l s . . . . G i r l s o c c u p y a m o r e c o m p l e x p o s i t i o n i n 
m e d i c i n e t h a n do boys : m a r r i a g e , i m m o b i l i t y f o r p u r ­
poses of ass ignment , depar tures f r o m w o r k — t e m p o r ­
a r y or p e r m a n e n t — w h e n f a m i l y interests o u t w e i g h 
profess iona l considerat ions , especial ly w h e n t h e 
f a m i l y ' s m a t e r i a l s i t u a t i o n m a k e s th i s possible . Boys 
m a y n o t a l w a y s h a v e deeper k n o w l e d g e n o r do t h e y 
k n o w h o w to a p p l y i t a n y bet ter , b u t g i v e n t i m e t h e y 
become dependable w o r k e r s . " 5 9 

T h e Soviet school sys tem, i n s u m , b o t h ref lects a n d p r o ­
motes the oppress ion of w o m e n . 

Conclusion 
E d u c a t i o n is one of the Soviet U n i o n ' s showpieces to t h e 

West a n d the rest of the. w o r l d — "proof" of the success of social­
i s m . Y o u t h i n t h e USSR receive an e n l i g h t e n e d , m o d e r n 
e d u c a t i o n w i t h greater emphasis o n science a n d m a t h t h a n i n 
the U .S . E d u c a t i o n t h r o u g h graduate school is f ree . T h e y h a v e 
almost a c h i e v e d u n i v e r s a l c o m p l e t e secondary e d u c a t i o n 
among the y o u n g e r genera t ion . I n the r e a l m of equal o p p o r -

j| tunity to e d u c a t i o n , w o m e n are over 5 0 % of a l l u n i v e r s i t y 
; j students, a n d c h i l d r e n of w o r k e r s cons t i tu te over 5 0 % . 
; j Higher -educat ion i n s t i t u t i o n s h a v e been b u i l t i n areas of 
., minority na t iona l i t i es . D i s c i p l i n e a n d o r d e r a m o n g the y o u t h 

are stronger than i n m a n y a d v a n c e d W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s . Job 
:; a i d career training are b u i l t i n t o t h e e d u c a t i o n sys tem, w i t h 
•i students trained to t ake j o b s u p o n c o m p l e t i o n of school . 

T h e s e attributes are pra i sed b y W e s t e r n educators a n d 
I pointed to by the Soviets as f u r t h e r ev idence of t h e s u p e r i o r i t y 
|| of social ism: 

"Such an increase i n t h e l e v e l o f e d u c a t i o n can't be 
cons idered s i m p l y a n o r m a l consequence of a 
country ' s i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . T h i s is a m o n u m e n ­
t a l h i s t o r i c a l l y u n p r e c e d e n t e d leap f r o m i l l i t e r a c y to 
u n i v e r s a l c o m p l e t e secondary e d u c a t i o n . " 6 0 

T h e ac tua l di f ferences , h o w e v e r , are o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
w h e n m a k i n g compar i sons based o n bourgeois s tandards . 
T h e r e is n o q u a l i t a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e "achievements" 
o f t h e Soviet revis ionis ts a n d t h e W e s t e r n i m p e r i a l i s t s . T h e 
specif ic features tha t t h e Soviets h o l d u p as socialist are f u n ­
d a m e n t a l l y bourgeois b u t w i t h a specif ic rev is ion is t character 
t h a t serves the ideologica l , e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l , a n d m i l i t a r y 
needs of s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m as i t has d e v e l o p e d i n t h e Soviet 
U n i o n . 

T h e emphasis o n science p r i n c i p a l l y serves c o n t e n t i o n 
w i t h t h e a d v a n c e d W e s t e r n t e c h n o l o g y , especial ly f o r m i l i t a r y 
needs. T h e y have h a d to c o m e f r o m b e h i n d i n r a i s i n g t h e l e v e l 
o f sc ient i f i c a n d technolog ica l k n o w - h o w i n c o m p a r i s o n to t h e 
West a n d t h e r e f o r e emphasize th i s i n e d u c a t i o n a n d a m o n g 
y o u t h b r o a d l y . I t is also to address these needs that lots o f 
resources (for such t h i n g s as free t u i t i o n ) a n d m u c h a t t e n t i o n 
are d e v o t e d to e d u c a t i o n . 

O n t h e h i g h e r percentage of w o r k e r s a t t e n d i n g h i g h e r -
e d u c a t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s : T h i s is necessary because of t h e ex­
p a n d e d needs of the e c o n o m y a n d m i l i t a r y f o r t e c h n i c a l strata. 
T h e expans ion of m i d d l e - a n d u p p e r - l e v e l jobs also ho lds out 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y to the w o r k e r s of " m a k i n g i t " i f t h e y w o r k h a r d . 
F r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f v i e w i n g soc ia l i sm as m a i n l y a r i s i n g 
s t a n d a r d of l i v i n g a n d increased o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o bet ter 
y o u r s e l f , the gains i n t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t are p e r h a p s i m ­
press ive . B u t f r o m t h e p o i n t of v i e w of t h e p r o l e t a r i a t r e v o l u ­
t i o n i z i n g society, t r a n s f o r m i n g class re lat ions , n a r r o w i n g t h e 
d i f ferences b e t w e e n m e n t a l a n d m a n u a l l abor a n d c i t y a n d 
c o u n t r y , a n d e n t e r i n g i n t o a n d m a s t e r i n g a l l spheres of society 
(as opposed to b e i n g t a k e n care of a n d g r a d u a l l y ra i s ing the 
s t a n d a r d of l i v i n g ) , there is no r u p t u r e f r o m bourgeois rela­
t ions , m u c h less a r a d i c a l r u p t u r e . 

A s f o r t h e m u c h - t o u t e d , s u p p o s e d l y social is t "collec­
t i v i s m , " o r d e r a n d s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e a m o n g t h e s tudents , one 
m u s t ask — f o r w h a t ? I n t h i s case i t serves t o p r o m o t e g o i n g 
a l o n g w i t h t h e status q u o , p r e s e r v i n g t h e o r d e r a n d s t a b i l i t y 
o f a r e a c t i o n a r y soc ia l s y s t e m t h r o u g h p e e r a n d soc ie ta l 
p r e s s u r e . T h e socia l p u r p o s e of s u c h b e h a v i o r is s u c c i n c t l y 
s ta ted i n t h e f o l l o w i n g q u o t e f r o m a p o p u l a r Soviet c h i l d " u p ­
b r i n g i n g " b o o k c i t e d b y B r o n f e n b r e n n e r : 

"Obedience i n y o u n g c h i l d r e n p r o v i d e s the basis f o r 
d e v e l o p i n g that m o s t prec ious of qua l i t i es : self -disci­
p l i n e . Obedience i n adolescents a n d o lder school 
c h i l d r e n — this is t h e e f fec t ive expression of t h e i r 
love , t r u s t a n d respect t o w a r d parents a n d o t h e r a d u l t 
f a m i l y m e m b e r s , a conscious desire to a c k n o w l e d g e 
t h e i r exper ience a n d w i s d o m . T h i s is an i m p o r t a n t 
aspect o f p r e p a r i n g y o u n g people f o r l i f e i n a C o m ­
m u n i s t society. W e sha l l be asked: w h a t about 
d e v e l o p i n g i n d e p e n d e n c e i n ch i ldren? W e sha l l 
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a n s w e r : i f a c h i l d does n o t obey a n d does n o t consider 
others , t h e n his i n d e p e n d e n c e i n v a r i a b l y takes u g l y 
f o r m s . O r d i n a r i l y th i s gives rise to anarchist ic be­
h a v i o r , w h i c h can i n n o w a y be r e c o n c i l e d w i t h l a w s 
of l i v i n g i n Soviet soc ie ty . " 6 1 

T e a c h i n g of a t h e i s m is also p o i n t e d to as p r o o f tha t t h e 
Soviet e d u c a t i o n sys tem is socialist . I t is t r u e t h a t th i s prac t i ce 
f r o m t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p of t h e p r o l e t a r i a t w a s c o n t i n u e d b y t h e 
rev is ionis ts b u t again w e m u s t ask - w h y ? A l l t h e bet ter to 
p r o m o t e revisionist m o r a l s a n d p h i l o s o p h y - revis ionist h u m a n ­
i s m a n d p r a g m a t i s m , b l i n d reverence f o r l i v i n g author i t ies o n 
earth instead of i n v i s i b l e ones i n the sky.' C e r t a i n l y a t h e i s m is 
m o r e progressive t h a n re l ig ion , b u t i t alone cannot be equated 
w i t h m a t e r i a l i s t dialect ics , a n d i n t h e Soviet U n i o n w h a t 
replaces r e l i g i o n is a state r e l i g i o n f u n d a m e n t a l l y opposed to 
the d e v e l o p m e n t of class consciousness a n d to r e v o l u t i o n . 

T h e Soviets s t i l l advert ise i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y t h e i r prac t i ce 
( e v e r - s h r i n k i n g a n d l i m i t e d m o r e a n d m o r e to y o u n g e r ages) o f 
t e a c h i n g i n t h e n a t i v e languages of m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t i e s . 
T h e y say th i s s h o w s t h e i r greater c o n c e r n a n d t h e equa l t reat ­
m e n t o f these peoples i n contrast w i t h W e s t e r n i m p e r i a l i s t 
countr ies . To t h e degree th i s prac t i ce s t i l l exists i t is d u e b o t h to 
the resistance of t h e v a r i o u s m i n o r i t y na t iona l i t i es to t h e l i ­
q u i d a t i o n of t h e i r language a n d c u l t u r e , a n d t o t h e a t t e m p t s b y 
the soc ia l - imper ia l i s ts to use b i l i n g u a l e d u c a t i o n as a m o r e ef­
fec t ive m e t h o d of t e a c h i n g Russian. W h e r e v e r a n a t i v e 
language is the m a i n language i n use i n t h e schools, Russian is 
also supposed to be t a u g h t . A n d i n m a n y areas w h e r e a n a t i v e 
language is supposed to be t a u g h t t h e r e are n o teachers w h o 
can teach i n t h a t language, l e a v i n g m a n y of t h e c h i l d r e n s e m i -
i l l i t e r a t e a n d d r o p o u t s as teenagers. 

T h e r u r a l e c o n o m i c a n d c u l t u r a l b a c k w a r d n e s s o f t h e 
Soviet U n i o n is a m a j o r p r o b l e m f o r t h e soc ia l - imper ia l i s t s a n d 
n o t s o m e t h i n g t h e y p o i n t to w i t h p r i d e . B u t t h i s is v i e w e d as a 
l o n g process of o v e r c o m i n g t h e h i s t o r i c a l legacy of t h e tsars, a 
l o n g struggle to u p g r a d e t h e e d u c a t i o n t h e r e a n d achieve 
u n i v e r s a l secondary e d u c a t i o n . W h i l e t h i s legacy is real , t h e 
struggle to u p g r a d e is based o n t h e o v e r a l l needs of social-
i m p e r i a l i s m a n d n o t a s truggle to n a r r o w t h e di f ferences be­
t w e e n t h e m e n t a l / m a n u a l , t o w n / c o u n t r y c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . Some 
u p g r a d i n g is necessary to e x p a n d t h e n u m b e r of mechanics , 
a g r i c u l t u r a l t echnic ians , etc., a n d u p g r a d e t h e i r s k i l l s . B u t s t i l l 
o n e - t h i r d of t h e Soviet l abor force is t i e d d o w n to a g r i c u l t u r e , 
a n d a large n u m b e r of these w o r k b y h a n d (most ly w o m e n a n d 
y o u t h ) . T h e r u r a l y o u t h are educated f o r w h a t t h e y n e e d to 
k n o w f o r t h e i r j o b a n d i n fact schools i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e are 
a l l o w e d to l a n g u i s h as one w a y to s t e m t h e exodus of r u r a l 
y o u t h to t h e cit ies . I f t h e y get too m u c h e d u c a t i o n t h e y w i l l 
take t h e i r m o r e v a l u a b l e l abor p o w e r to someplace m o r e 
l u c r a t i v e . 

T h e h i g h educat ional l eve l w o m e n as a g r o u p have achieved 
is a b i g p u b l i c relat ions bonus f o r the Soviets i n c h a l k i n g u p t h e i r 
"equal o p p o r t u n i t y " se l l ing po ints against those of the West, b u t 
th is too reflects the p a r t i c u l a r needs a n d p r o b l e m s of social-
i m p e r i a l i s m i n the USSR. D u e to the massive loss of l ives i n 
W o r l d W a r 2, the n u m b e r of w o m e n far exceeded t h a t o f m e n 

after t h e w a r , a n d to th is day t h e r e are s t i l l 20 m i l l i o n m o r e 
w o m e n t h a n m e n . T h i s means that t h e revis ionis ts n e e d 
w o m e n to w o r k a l l t h e i r l ives o n a f u l l - t i m e basis a n d at t h e 
same t i m e to h a v e as m a n y babies as possible . T h i s accounts 
f o r t h e h i g h percentage of w o m e n i n t h e vuzy, i n c l u d i n g 
subs tant ia l n u m b e r s i n f i e lds l i k e e n g i n e e r i n g a n d o t h e r 
t e c h n i c a l j o b s . T h e n e e d to boost t h e b i r t h rate also accounts 
f o r t h e " m o t h e r w o r k s h o p " t r e n d i n school t ex tbooks . 

T h e at tr ibutes a n d cr i ter ia of the Soviet educat ion system do 
not shatter b u t i n fact f l o w f r o m a bourgeois f r a m e w o r k . T h e y 
reflect a goal o f m o r e p l a n n e d , "equal o p p o r t u n i t y " i m p e r i a l i s m 
sui ted to the p a r t i c u l a r needs of t h e economics, pol i t ics , a n d 
ideology of an i m p e r i a l i s m w i t h a socialist cover. A successful, 
q u a l i t y p r o d u c t o f such a sys tem — the so-called c o m m u n i s t 
m a n — is a competent specialist, h a r d - w o r k i n g , keep ing u p w i t h 
his f i e l d , g i v i n g his best i n hopes ot m a t e r i a l r e w a r d a n d t h e per­
sonal satisfaction of t h i n k i n g he has h e l p e d his f e l l o w m a n i n 
the bargain . T h i s is a p r o f o u n d l y conservat ive system u n d e r ­
neath its progressive, enl ightened, "socialist" exterior . • 
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