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T he Peasant’s Gazette

EFORE the revolution the Russian peasant

hardly knew of the existence of newspapers

or magazines. Even when newspapers did reach

the villages they could not be read, for the vast
majority of the peasants were illiterate.

Today there is a totally different picture. Il-
literacy is rapidly being wiped out in the Soviet
Union. According to the census of 1887, only
22.3 per cent of the population were literate. The
census of 1926 recorded 36.6 per cent as literate.
and by the end of 1929 the literate portion of the
Russian populace rose to 55 per cent. It is planned
to raise the proportion of literacy to 85 per cent
by the end of the year 1931-32.

With the rise of the cultural status of the peas-
ant there has been a corresponding development
in the peasant press and literature. While before
the revolution there was not a single newspaper
published in the peasant’s behalf, now there are
more than two score papers and magazines cham-
pioning his rights, with a circulation of over four
million. The most typical and the most successful
of these publications is the “Peasant’s Gazette,”
with a circulation of 1,500,000 subscribers and at
least four times as many readers.

The “Peasant’s Gazette” is not an ordinary
newspaper as it is understood in the Western

World. It is a college, a university, a legal tri-
bunal, an institution at the same time. The
“Peasant’s Gazette” is not sold on newsstands, at
bookstores, at magazine kiosks. Its sole source of
support is the paid subscriber. It is, further-
more, distinct from other newspapers in the same
field outside of the U. S. S. R., in that its contents
are almost entirely made up of contributions from
peasant correspondents and letters from its read-
ers, very little space being devoted to articles by
its regular staff. The editor-in-chief does not
write editorials; he rarely writes leading articles;
and only once a year, at the most, there appears
an article signed by his name. Throughout the
year his duties consist mostly in editing the writ-
ings of others and in supervising the work of his
assistant editors and rewrite men.

Origin and Growth of the “Peasant’s Gazette”

The “Peasant’s Gazette” was established during
the early part of 1924. Its editorial offices are in
Moscow. The first edition consisted of 380,000
copies, half of which were distributed free to
village libraries, village and regional soviets. At
the end of the first year, however, the paid circu-
lation had reached 80,000. From then onward the
circulation grew steadlly and substantially, as
will be seen from the following table:
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Beginning of 1924 30,000 the “Peasant’s Gazette” is assured of a personal
End of 1924 338'833 reply with advice and information suitable to his

580,000 individual case.
e 700,000 The paper is composed largely of letters re-
i.ggg.ggg ceived from its readers and reports from its
Beginning of 1930 " 1600.000 special correspondents stationed in every part of

Its influence is much wider than its circulation
figures indicate, for it is estimated that one sub-
scriber generally passes it on to an average of four
readers, and in the subsecribing libraries it is read
by dozens of peasant men and women.

The “Peasant’s Gazette” is published in over
a dozen sectional or regional editions—each suited
to a particular locality of the U. S. S. R. Thus,
for instance, Ukraine has a special edition, with
articles and correspondence reflecting its peculiar
climatic, economic and social needs. The Urals,
the Caucasus, Siberia, White Russia, etc., have
special editions, with all the departments, articles,
correspondence devoted to their sectional needs
and aspirations.

In addition to these sectional editions of the
same papers, there are special supplementary
editions which are sent to all subscribers alike.
Those special supplements are issued in the form
of monthly periodicals, each supplement being
dedicated to a special phase of peasant life and
agricultural economy. For the purpose of
furthering cooperation, there is a regular supple-
ment published, called “Cooperation in the Vil-
lage.” There are special supplements to spread
agricultural knowledge among the peasants, to
cement a closer relationship between the inde-
pendent farmer and the collective farm and to
stimulate interest in the village reading room.
There are also special supplementary editions in
the interest of dramatics and music. There are
special editions for the peasant woman, the peas-
ant youth, the peasant child. There are special
comic editions and various others.

The editorial department also publishes books
and pamphlets on special subjects which are sold
separately. Two hundred such special publications
have been issued with a sale of over 2,500,000

copies.

%‘he “Peasant’s Gazette” is probably the cheap-
est newspaper in the world—within reach of the
poorest peasant and peasant laborer. It costs only
15 kopeks a month (714 cents), and that sum in-
cludes all the supplements, an annual calendar,
containing a wealth of information; an annual
collection of old and revised laws pertaining to
village life and economy ; a number of portraits of
men and women distinguished in some field dur-
ing the year.

Make-up of the “Peasant’s Gazette”

The editorial and executive staff of the ‘“Peas-
ant’s Gazette” is composed of 500 employees, at
least 150 of whom are assigned to the tasks of
reading, filing, assorting and answering the in-
coming correspondence. Every correspondent of

the vast territory of Soviet Russia. The prestige
and influence of the paper may be gleaned from
its growing army of special correspondents. In
1924 there were 400 village correspondents on its
staff. In 1925—2,600; in 1926—6,500; in 1927—
11,000; in 1928—15,000; and by the end of 1929
they grew to an army of over 18,000.

Eighty-five per cent of the correspondents are
plain peasants, and the rest the village intelli-
gentzia: village teachers, agricultural experts,
veterinarians, physicians, clerks and officials of
village soviets, etc. Only four per cent of the
peasant correspondents in 1929 were members of

the Communist Party and Communist Youth
League.

Letters From Readers

The task of reading and replying to the daily
incoming correspondence is colossal. Since its
establishment the “Peasant’s Gazette” has re-
ceived over 5,600,000 such letters. During the
first years of its existence it received on an aver-
age of 200,000 letters a year. This influx has been
steadily mounting and during the year 1929 the
office received over 1,200,000 letters.

The daily mail is read by the 150 special readers
already mentioned. They assort the letters in
piles for the consideration of various departments
corresponding to the requests incorporated in the
letters. Those intended for publication are turned
over to the managing editors of various depart-
ments. Here they are subjected to further
scrutiny. Those of interest are selected and or-
dered rewritten for publication. Some of them
are used as themes for special articles by the
writers of the staff. Those letters seeking advice
and information are turned over to departments
organized specifically for that purpose.

There are legal, technical, agricultural, domes-
tic, ete., departments, each equipped with a spe-
cial staff and suite of rooms and library. Those
departments present more the appearance of
technical schools, agricultural colleges, lawyers’
study rooms or court rooms than editorial rooms
of a newspaper. As a typical illustration let us
take the legal department. It comprises a num-
ber of large rooms with numerous shelves packed
with thousands of volumes on law and juris-
prudence published during the Tsarist régimes
and by the present government. There are
a substantial number of volumes published by
all governments and in all foreign languages.
When a letter requesting legal advice is turned
over to the chief of this department, he reads it
over very carefully. He then directs his assistants
to find the data and information desired, and pre-

pare a brief in poﬁand comprehensible
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language. When it is ready and approved by the
chief, it is immediately dispatched to the corres-
pondent.

Since its establishment the legal department
has received an average of 50,000 letters annu-
ally and given legal advice to over 200,000
persons. It has also cooperated with the legal
authorities in apprehending law breakers. As a
result of its activities, at least two thousand Soviet
officials have been punished for neglecting their
duties, five hundred have lost their positions, six
hundred were indicted, about a hundred were ex-
pelled from the Communist Party, and as many
more have received strict warnings.

The agricultural department is run in the same
way. It presents the appearance of an agricul-
tural college. Its rooms are strewn with various
receptacles filled with samples of soil, seed, grain,
etc., taken from the rich varieties of the soil of
the U. S. S. R. The closets are packed with
numerous varieties of cultures, plants, vegetables,
fruit, etc. The tables are stocked with earthen fig-
ures of farm animals, agricultural implements,
model houses, etc. The walls are virtually covered
with maps showing the pivotal points in Russian
agriculture.

All letters seeking information and advice con-
cerning agricultural problems are turned over to
this department for consideration. Each letter
receives prompt attention and the correspondent
receives an early and a comprehensive reply.

The readers of the ‘‘Peasant’s Gazette”” may
turn to its special department for solace in domes-
tic trouble, for information and data on child
hygiene, on child training, on health and disease
prevention or what you will.
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The “Peasant’s Gazette” works in close coopera-
tion with the experimental station of the agricul-
tural divisions of the Soviet government. If the
government experts find that a certain section of
the U. S. S. R. will respond to a certain improved
culture, to a new plant or vegetation, the “Peas-
ant’s Gazette” takes up the campaign and with its
energetic agitation it soon wins the support of the
particular locality for the government’s project.
The “Peasant’s Gazette” has sent to its readers in
1929 alone over 50,000 free cultures, and has been
instrumental in introducing many new varieties of
plants, many radical reforms in peasant economy,
the introduction and application of modern agri-
cultural implements throughout the Soviet Union.

And its cultural influence has been tremendous.
It has awakened in the peasant a feeling of self-
esteem. It has freed from his “inferiority com-
plex.” It has roused in him a burning passion
for acquiring knowledge.

Almost ten thousand literary items reach the
editorial desks of the “Peasant’s Gazette” each
year. They consist of poems, short essays, novels,
critiques, dramatic reviews, etc. Many of them
are, of course, entirely unsuitable. Some of them,
however, are printed, and many of these authors
have in time become popular and important fig-
ures in the new literature of Soviet Russia.

Most of the illustrations, sketches, drawings
and caricatures, for the humorous editions of the
“Peasant’s Gazette” come from their readers.

Thus the “Peasant’s Gazette” from its humble
origin in 1924 has become a power and an in-
fluence for good civics and administration in the
agricultural world of the Soviet Union.

The Reconstruction of the Caucasus

HE success of socialist construction in the So-

viet Union has resulted in a decisive advance
in the economic, cultural and political develop-
ment of the national republics. The workers in
the various republics have developed far beyond
their former state of backwardness through the
application of the Soviet national policy and have
made considerable progress toward industrializa-
tion and collectivization.

The Transcaucasian Federation is one of the
best illustrations of the attainments of the na-
tional republics in socialist construction during
the thirteen years of the existence of the Soviet
republics. Transcaucasia possesses 102 of the 183
national groups that constitute the population of
the U. S. S. R. Hence this region can serve as an
outstanding example of the extent to which the
elements of national differences and backwardness
have been overcome. The pre-war economic level

has long been attained and Transcaucasia is fast
becoming a well-developed industrial region.

In 1928 Transcaucasia already possessed 10.7
per cent of the basic state industries in the Soviet
Union, ranking third in importance out of twenty-
seven regions in the U. S. S. R. During the past
five years especially, the growth of industry has
been remarkable. Gross production in the Cau-
casus during this period (1925-1930) increased
from $484,100,000 to $752,200,000, while the
industrial output more than doubled. The
annual gain in capital investments for the last
four years averaged 42 per cent. The economic
development of Transcaucasia is not only proceed-
ing with great speed, but its industrial growth is
outstripping as a rule the average development of
the Soviet Union as a whole. In the coming three
or four years the Transcaucasian republics will
have attained still greater economic importance.
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cal nature and from the point of view of the U. S.
S. R. as a whole should be regarded as the region
for the large-scale development of cotton and
animal husbandry. The socialization and collec-
tivization of agriculture constitute the only means
of bridging the gap between industrial and agricul-
tural development and assuring the growth of the
productive forces of the countryside. The most
suitable form of organization in Transcaucasia is
that of “agro-industrial combines” and already in
western Georgia work has been begun on the for-
mation of such a combine to include 42,000 house-

holds, with a total area of 132,000 hectares. Such

industrial combines will play a tremendous role in
the reconstruction of the villages in the national
republics. The high level of technique will attract
the surrounding individual farms to joint collec-
tives and prove the superiority of large-scale col-
lective farming.

The machine and tractor centers also play an
important part in the reconstruction of agricul-
ture in the national republics. In the spring of
1930 in Transcaucasia there were six such cen-
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ters and it is planned to increase this number to
28 in 1931.

However, it would be a mistake to overlook the
individual farmer, whilst working for the develop-
ment of the socialized sector. In Transcaucasia
about 80 per cent of agricultural production is in
the hands of individuals, a fact which calls for a
strong bond between the middle and poor peasants
in opposition to the kulaks and for a correct
method of procedure by all organizations in deal-
ing with the individual farmers in their relation
to the collectives.

The particularly favorable conditions in the
Caucasus for the cultivation of technical crops has
led to a plan for the cultivation of more than
double the present area of such crops as cotton,
tobacco and soy beans.

The cultural growth of the various nationalities
has been helped enormously by the introduction
of modern methods. Considerable progress has
been made in the development of education along
national lines through the establishment of
schools and the formation of national bodies.

Soviet Labor in 1931

HERE is no unemployment in the Soviet
Union at the present time. There are more
than enough jobs for everyone, and the problem is
to train enough skilled workers for the thousands
of new jobs that are being created almost daily
as new industrial enterprises start operation.

It is because there is actually no unemployment
that the payment of unemployment. doles has
been stopped and not because of any reduction in
social insurance, as it has been interpreted abroad.
On the contrary, social insurance funds have been
increased, and the funds that would have been al-
loted for unemployment devoted for other pur-
poses, now that no one need remain unemployed
in the Soviet Union.

The shortage of labor began to be felt in in-
dustry last summer. In July the shortage in all
branches of industry amounted to half a million.
The fact that several hundred thousand were still
registered on the labor exchanges as ‘“unem-
ployed” at that time, and that a large number of
these were receiving doles, led to a careful inves-
tigation of the registered unemployed to de-
termine the extent of actual unemployment.

The investigation revealed that what unem-
ployment there was had sifted down mostly to
young persons and women seeking jobs for the
first time, who soon found jobs and were replaced
by others, and to the really shiftless section of the
population who had no real interest in finding
work as long as they could manage to acquire
doles and other unemployment benefits, or live on
the earnings of other members of their families.
A very small number actually in need were found.

On the Moscow exchange, for instance, 8,000
were registered as unemployed. Less than half
of these appeared in answer to a summons offering
jobs. Of these 750 refused jobs after those
really wishing work were placed, there remained
only 177 who might legitimately be registered,
and these were not in categories eligible for the
dole. In the Krasnopresensky district, of 548
receiving doles, 349 refused jobs. Meantime, the
demand for workers increased, and during July,
August and September the labor exchanges were
one million short of the requirement.

As a result of the investigation, it was decided
on October 11th to discontinue entirely the pay-
ment of unemployment doles, these funds to be
used henceforth for improving the living con-
ditions of workers, increasing the facilities of rest
homes and sanitaria, organizing further day nur-
series, and training the unskilled workers—the
latter being the most constructive type of unem-
ployment insurance under conditions in the So-
viet Union today.

Increase in Social Insurance Funds

At the same time, social insurance funds for
1931 have been greatly increased. Last year the
social insurance budget amounted to over $750,-
000,000. In the “special quarter” alone, that is,
October-December 1930, almost $250,000,000 was
spent on social insurance, and for 1931 over
$1,000,000,000 has been allotted for this pur-
pose—an amount which surpasses the figures set
by the Five-Year Plan as the goal for 1933.

According to a recent report by Tsikhon,
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Commissar for Labor, upwards of five million
new workers will be required during 1931. Of
these over 1,600,000 are required for permanent
industrial jobs, and over 3,000,000 for seasonal
work. Of the industrial workers 400,000 are
needed by the building industry, 100,000 for auto-
mobile construction, 50,000 for metallurgy, 50,-
000 for mining, and so on.

It is necessary that a large number of these
new workers receive training. It has therefore
been decided to reorganize the labor exchanges
so that they will no longer be merely organs for
the registration of the unemployed, but institu-
tions for the planned training of labor power.

Over $50,000,000 has been allotted for short
term courses to be organized directly by the labor
exchanges to supplement the work done by the
factory and shop schools. The labor exchanges
will work in close cooperation with the economic
bodies and the trade unions to achieve a more
rational distribution of labor power and a more
rational use of labor within each industry. The
industries are required to make a careful estimate
of their needs, and the exchanges are to make a
careful survey of labor resources.

Regulation of Seasonal Labor

Special attention is being devoted to the prob-
lem of seasonal labor by the Commissariat of
Labor. It sometimes happens that certain indus-
tries are over supplied, while others, at the most
vital moment are left with a shortage of hands.
A mere rumor will suffice to send the Russian
peasant trekking thousands of miles across Rus-
sia for some job which may not exist when he
gets there. Endless precious labor hours are
wasted, while he patiently treks home again,
while perhaps near at hand was work he might
have done. Thousands of workers on some im-
portant industrial job hean of better conditions
somewhere else, and one fine morning the man-
agers of some great enterprise like Dnieper-
prostroy may wake to find themselves 10,000
workers short, while somewhere else a manager
may wake to find a vast army he cannot accom-
modate, encamped around his plant!

A survey is now being made by the Labor Com-
missariat estimating the number of peasants
available in the villages and collectives, and the
need for seasonal labor in the same district, so
that in the future such occurrences may be
avoided and worker and job may be dovetailed
without waste.

The Council of People’s Commissars of the R.
S. F. S. R. has decreed that seasonal industries
such as building, lumber, and so on, are to or-
ganize a permanent staff of workers. During
periods when workers cannot be employed at their
own specialty, they can secure a transfer to other
jobs for which, if necessary, short training
courses are to be provided. All industries em-
ploying seasonal labor are to work out detailed
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plans for lengthening their working season. Spe-
cial funds have been appropriated to improve
living conditions for seasonal labor.

The problem of preventing workers from mov-
ing in large numbers from one job to another is
being handled by offering special advantages to
those workers who remain longer at their jobs,
such as improved housing opportunities, pref-
erence in sending members of their families to
higher schools, special trips to rest homes, longer
vacations, and so on.

Improved Conditions for Workers

In addition to the social insurance fund of
over $1,000,000,000 the special fund for improv-
ing the living conditions of workers will be $150,-
000,000 in 1931, twice as much as last year, ac-
cording to the control figures recently adopted.
A special fund for labor protection of over $75,-
000,000 has been appropriated. Over half a billion
dollars will be expended on housing for workers—
almost twice as much as last year. The total fund
for education, health protection and insurance for
workers during 1931, will be about $3,300,000,-
000—an increase of about $750,000,000 over the
amount spent for these purposes last year.

The control figures for 1931 provide that the
seven-hour day be extended to 91.6 per cent of
all workers in large scale industry. On October
1, 1930, 43.56 per cent were already on this basis.
All railroad workers are to be put on the seven
hour day in 1931. In addition the seven hour day
will be established in many factories as a pre-
mium for special production achievements. Thus
by the end of 1931 practically all industrial work-
ers will be on a seven hour day. The Five-Year
Plan proposed that this transition be completed
by 1932. Wages are to be increased in the course
of the year to 6 per cent in the case of industrial
workers, and 8 per cent in the case of railroad
workers,

Foreign Workers and

Specialists

THE number of foreign workers and specialists
engaged in industry in the Soviet Union
grows from year to year. At the present time,
more than 4,600 foreigners work in the U. S. S. R.;
of this number more than 2,500 are Germans,
about 1,000 Americans and the remainder Czechs,
Swedes, Italians, etc. In addition ten thousand
less highly qualified foreign workers of Eastern
nationalities are working in the U. S. S. R.
Experience has shown that the overwhelming
majority of foreign workers and specialists from
the very beginning of their work in the Soviet
Union have identified themselves with Soviet
workers and their ideals, and taken an active in-
terest in the rapid growth and tempo of construc-
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tion. Many facts might be cited to prove this.

In the Mines “Brianka” and “Novaya Eko-
nomka” (in the Donetz Basin) the foreign work-
ers have organized their own shock brigades and
drafted their own industrial plan.

In the Schelkovsky chemical plant, the foreign
workers have made fundamental changes in the
productive processes, resulting in a 100 per cent
increase in the productivity of labor.

German bricklayers working in the city of
Tambov established a record for brick laying twice
as hich as that accepted as the average for Soviet
building.

Czech cement workers employed in the con-
struction of a metallurgical plant in Lysv in the
Urals, taught their Russian fellow workers better
methods of work. As a result, production was
more than doubled. These foreign workers par-
ticipated in socialist competition and organized
shock brigades.

New forms of labor organization are being cre-
ated among the foreign workers. For example,
in the mine “Amerikanka” (in the Donetz Basin)
on the initiative of foreign workers a production
group of thirty-five members was organized, with
the result that the production plan was exceeded
by five per cent.

Constructive Help of Foreign Specialists

Foreign engineers display great energy in their
work. For example, the German engineer Prall,
working in the Podolsky machine-building plant
near Moscow, presented sixty-five proposals for
rationalizing production processes. Another
German engineer, Gerbhardt, employed in the
“Dynamo” plant, introduced rationalization meas-
ures which saved the plant over $7,500 a year.

Such examples of the interest taken by foreign
workers and specialists in construction in the U.
S. S. R. could be multiplied indefinitely. A very
good illustration is the proposal of the American,
Becker, working in the Stalingrad tractor plant,
for the organization of a society for cultural and
technical aid to Soviet construction. His proposal
has already met with approval among foreign
specialists and workers.

Cultural and educational work among foreign
workers and specialists has recently developed
considerably. In many localities special schools
for foreigners have been organized for the study
of the Russian language. The necessary literature
has been provided for foreigners, and in the more
important centers where there are large numbers
of foreign workers, twenty-six libraries contain-
ing German and English books have been estab-
lished. In many industries and clubs interna-
tional evenings and evenings for social intercourse
among foreign and Soviet workers have been or-
ganized. In some localities the foreigners issue
their own wall newspapers and have their cultural
and educational corners. Many foreign workers
have joined various societies in the U. S. S. R.,
such as *“Likbez” (the society for the liquidation
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of illiteracy), “Friends of the Children,” etc. In
Donetz Basin, in two mines “Yunie Communar”
and “Amerikanka,” foreign workers have sub-
scribed more than $2,500 to the “Five-Year Plan
in Four” loan.

All these facts show that in the great majority
of cases foreign workers and specialists actively
participated in the social life of the U. S. S. R.
The Soviet workers show them special attention
everywhere striving to create for them satisfac-
tory material and cultural living conditions. The
Soviet Government pays the greatest attention to
the opinions of the foreign specialists and work-
ers, inviting them to expose and remove any short-
comings which they find in industry, and many
statements from the foreign specialists criticizing
methods and so on have been printed in the Soviet
press.

Americans on the Grain Farms

During 1930 forty American mechanics were
invited to work as instructors in the State farms
of the Zernotrest. The results of their work
have been highly satisfactory. In view of the
increased number of State farms to be developed
during the coming year, the Zernotrest has in-
vited forty more Americans to work on the State
farms during the coming year. Contracts for two
years are concluded with the Americans. In-
structions have been sent out to all directors of
the State farms to provide the best possible liv-
ing conditions for the American specialists.

Foreigners in Soviet Elections

A special campaign has been carried on to
urge the foreign workers and specialists in the
Soviet Union to take part in the elections which
are being held in January, since according to the
constitution foreigners residing and working in
the Soviet Union have full right to take part in the
political life of the country, and may both vote
and be elected to the Soviets.

Bound Volume VIII of the SOVIET UNION
REVIEW, 204 pages, containing all the issues
published in 1930 as well as a comprehensive
Price,

index, will be ready in January.

$£3.00. Order now.
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Developing Natural

Resources

Coal
HE coal reserves of the Soviet Union amount
to about 556,000,000,000 tons. Of this 400,-
000,000,000 tons are in the Kuznetsk Basin in
Siberia, 68,000,000,000 tons in the Don Basin, and
58,000,000,0000 tons in the Irkutsk Basin.

The U. S. S. R. now ranks fourth country in
the world in coal output. The development of
fifty-seven new mines has been undertaken during
the past few years, at a construction cost of $231,-
750,000. The growing needs of Soviet industries
and railroads make the question of coal especially
vital, and the plan for 1931 provides for the con-
struction of several score of new mechanized
mines as well as the reconstruction of the old
mines. The output is expected to amount to
75,000,000 tons. According to the new draft of
the five-year plan for the coal industry the annual
output is to be increased to 125,000,000 tons by
1933.

Peat

The U. S. S. R. contains 78 per cent of the
world’s peat supplies. The European part of the
Soviet Union alone has 69,160,000 acres of peat
deposits, the annual increment of which amounts
to 370,500,000 cubic yards. There are peat de-
posits in almost every part of the Soviet Union.

In addition to the State organizations for the
production of peat there are about 1,000 peat
cooperatives. The program for the peat industry
for 1931 calls for 14,000,000 tons, nearly twice as
much as the output for 1930.

Iron Ore

Preparatory work has been started in the
Kamysh-Burun district south of Kerch, in the
Crimea, for the exploitation of the vast deposits of
iron ore in this region. The supplies of this dis-
trict amount to 420,000,000 tons and contain 160,-
000,000 tons of iron. A large mine, a factory
and a port for export will be constructed in
Kamysh-Burun. Over $80,000,000 has been as-
signed for the organization of this mining district.

Radium

A uranic combination containing radium has
been discovered in the district of Gandja in Azer-
baidjan. The Azerbaidjan State Scientific and
Research Institute has despatched a special expe-
dition to the region to carry on more detailed ex-
ploration. Rich reserves of iron, copper, alumi-
num and potash have also been found in this
region. New metallurgical plants are being con-
structed to work up these minerals.

Molybdenum

New deposits of the rare mineral, mplybdenum,
have been discovered near the glacier Tusku-
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pruktai in Kazakstan. The mineral will be used
in the production of medical instruments and in
the steel smelting industry.

Pamir Expedition

The Pamir Expedition of the Chief Geological
Exploring Institute has returned to Leningrad
after having explored the Eastern and Western
regions of the Pamir plateau.

The expedition discovered the largest deposits
of lapis-lazuli in the U. S. S. R., and thoroughly
explored the lead and silver deposits of the Ali-
gury district. The expedition also collected rich
ethnological material, including specimens of the
pottery and folklore of the Shugnany tribe.

Precious Minerals

The Sherlovaya Mountain in Buriat-Mongolia
represents a mineral museum in the richness and
variety of its deposits. In its depths have been
found wolfram, pewter, molybdenum, tpaz, bis-
muth, fluor-spar and aquamarine.

Salt, Lime, Borax

During the past year rich deposits of rock salt
and of lime have been found in the Kansk district
of East-Siberia. Huge reserves of borax have also
been discovered.

Graphite

Large quantities of graphite have been found
along the shores of the Amur River. It is esti-
mated that the deposits amount to over 500,000,-
000 tons altogether.

Power in the U.S.S.R.

HEN the plan for the electrification of the

Soviet Union was first drafted in 1921, on
Lenin’s initiative, it was proposed that within
ten or fifteen years thirty regional electrical
power stations with a total capacity of 1,500,000
kilowatts should be constructed. In 1930, just
nine years after the drafting of the original plan,
the capacity of the regional power stations
reached 1,300,000 kilowatts, and by the end of
1931 the capacity of the stations will exceed 2,-
000,000 kilowatts. During the coming year it is
proposed to commence the construction of electric
power stations with a total capacity of 5,000,000
kilowatts.

Dnieper Power Station

The construction of the Dnieper hydro-elec-
trical station, the capacity of which is estimated
at 558,000 kilowatts, making it the largest power
scheme in Europe, is proceeding rapidly. On
December 4 the last hydro-technical operations
were completed, 650,000 cubic yards of concrete
having been laid during the building season of
1930. This figure, according to the testimony of
the American engineer in charge of the project,






12 SOVIET UNION REVIEW

January, 1931

Engineers’ Trial Concluded

N December 7, the trial of the eight engineers

accused of being the leaders in a widespread
plot for the overthrow of the Soviet Government
and the setting up of a military dictatorship
through an uprising at home and foreign inter-
vention, prepared for by widespread damaging
activities over a number of years within So-
viet industries, came to an end. All of the accused
were convicted. Sitnin, Kuprianov and Ochkin
were sentenced to ten years in prison and loss of
citizenship rights for five years and confiscation
of property. The others—Ramsin, Kalinnikov,
Fedotov, Charnovsky and Larichev were sen-
tenced to be shot and their property confiscated.

Appeal for Clemency Granted

The condemned men immediately appealed for
clemency to the Central Executive Committee.
The next day the commutation of the sentences
to various prison terms, was announced. In the
decree announcing the commutation the follow-
ing reasons were given for granting clemency to
the condemned men:

“1. That the condemned not only confessed and
repented of the crimes committed by them, but
by their testimony at the preliminary and court
investigations disarmed and disclosed the coun-
ter-revolutionary organization which acted as the
agency and executed the instructions of inter-
ventionist and military circles of France, and of
the ‘Torgprom’—an organization composed of
former wealthy Russian magnates in Paris;

“2, That the Soviet Government cannot be
guided in its actions by feelings of vengeance, es-
pecially with regard to repentant and confessed
criminals now rendered completely harmless.”

On this basis the death sentences of Ranisin,
Charnovsky, Kalinnikov, Larichev and Fedotov
were commuted to ten years imprisonment with
loss of rights and confiscation of property, and
the sentences of ten years imprisonment given
the others were reduced to eight years.

A large part of the trial, which opened on No-
vember 25th, was devoted to the detailed confes-
sions of the prisoners each of whom described
fully his part in the wrecking activities and plans
for foreign invasion and internal revolt. On the
basis of their own confessions and the further de-
tails of the ramifications of the plot brought out
during the questioning, State Prosecutor Kry-
lenko demanded the highest measure of social
protection—execution—for all of the accused.

In drawing up its sentence the court described
the activities of which Ramsin had been found
guilty as follows:

In the first half of 1927 Ramsin joined the
counter-revolutionary organization of the so-

called “Engineering Centre” and participated ac-
tively in the organization of a counter-revolution-
ary party known as the “Industrial Party,” sub-
sequently becoming the head of the Central Com-
mittee of this organization, a position which
aimed at the direct overthrow of the Soviet Gov-
ernment by means of military intervention,

Summary of Ramsin’s Activities

For this purpose as well as to prepare directly
for intervention Ramsin:

(a) entered into contacts in the name of the
Industrial Party with the White émigré centre of
former owners located in Paris (Torgprom) ;

(b) formed contacts with interventionist cir-
cles in France, establishing regular communica-
tions through certain individuals, known as “K.”’
and “R.” in French service in Moscow;

(c) arranged for the systematic financing of
the Industrial Party by the Torgprom and the
above-mentioned circles;

(d) prepared, jointly with the above-men-
tioned leading circles and the Torgprom, a de-
tailed plan for intervention against the U. S. S. R.
and, in the name of the Promparty, agreed to dis-
member the territory of the U. S. S. R.;

(e) organized and conducted systematic sabo-
tage in various branches of national economy in
the U. S. S. R. for the same purposes;

(f) organized the preparation of subversive
acts to which end corresponding groups were
formed; in addition, personally drew up a plan for
subversive activity in the field of power supply;

() maintained regular contacts with “R.” and
“K.” in the French service (in Moscow), giving
them information of an espionage character to
and receiving instructions from them in verbal
and written form;

(h) organized and effected the distribution of
sums of money received from abroad for the crim-
inal activities of the Industrial Party.

. The other men were also found guilty of wreck-
ing and subversive activities and espionage di-
rected toward the overthrow of the Soviet Gov-
ernment by means of armed intervention. Their
efforts to disrupt the Five-Year Plan, to disorgan-
ize industry through retarding production, pre-
venting the acquisition of raw materials, investing
huge sums of money needlessly, deliberately giv-
ing out incorrect figures and estimates, as well as
their direct negotiations with foreign groups for
armed intervention were given in detail in the
sentences, which were printed in full in the Soviet
Hress.

I * * *

Some confusion has arisen over the fact that a
man named Riabushinsky was mentioned fre-



January, 1931

quently in the course of the confessions as one of
the White émigrés taking an active part in the
plot, and that a man named Riabushinsky died in
1924. Certain sections of the press made much
of this, offering it as an indication that all the
other evidence should be discredited.

The man who died in 1924, however, was P. P.
Riabushinsky, and the man referred to in the trial
was his brother, Vladimir Riabushinsky. The
latter is alive and lives in Paris. Last summer he
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wrote an article urging armed intervention in
Russia, which was printed in the émigré news-
paper “Vozrozhdenie,” No. 1861, for July 7, 1930.

The confusion of the two men was brought out
during the trial by Fedotov, who said that he him-
self had been confused when the name Riabus-
hinsky was first mentioned to him in connection
with the plot, since the initials of the dead man
had been used by mistake in speaking of the pres-
ent Riabushinsky, whereas the man referred to
was Vladimir Riabushinsky.

Foreign Relations

The Soviet Union and the Disarmament Parley

T the opening sessions of the Preparatory
Disarmament Commission at Geneva, Maxim
Litvinov, Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the
U. S. S. R., spoke at length in English urging that
in view of the increasing gravity of the world
situation, the commission should change its ways
and widen instead of continuing to restrict the
scope of disarmament.- Chairman Loudon ruled
that the French translation of the speech would
not be made immediately, as required by the rules,
but later in writing, since it had been decided to
have no “general discussion.” OQver sixty corre-
spondents left the council room in protest against
this ruling and did not return until provided with
the written translation prepared by the Soviet del-
egation. Subsequent attempts of the Soviet dele-
gation to obtain real action on the question of
disarmament proved futile. Even when Mr. Lit-
vinov finally succeeded in having the word “re-
duce” added to the commission’s resolution to
limit naval armament, this was hastily qualified
by the addition that they would reduce only “as
far as possible,” the first sentence of the naval
chapter as finally adopted thus reading: “The
high contracting parties agree to limit and as
far as possible to reduce their naval armaments.”
The French delegation had proposed that the
phrase read ‘“‘reduce if possible,” but on Mr. Lit-
vinov’s suggestion that in that case the name of
the commission should be changed to “Prepara-
tory Commission for the Limitation of Arma-
ment if Possible” the French motion was changed
to read “as far as possible.”

On November 24 Mr. Litvinov left Geneva and
the same day conferred with Dino Grandi, Italian
Foreign Minister, at Milan. Anatole Lunachar-
sky remained at Geneva as the head of the Soviet
delegation.

Interview With Litvinov

In a statement given to the press in Berlin
on November 27, Mr. Litvinov gave the rea-
sons for his departure from Geneva, and also
for his journey to Milan. In answer to the
question as to why he had left the Preparatory
Commission of the Disarmament Conference in
Geneva before the termination of the sessions,
Mr. Litvinov declared:

“I stated my reasons in my last speech before
the commission prior to my departure. The So-
viet delegation took a most active part in the
work of the commission, as long as there was the
slightest hope that the contents of the so-called
draft convention on disarmament would have a
real significance. But all hope disappeared when
the Soviet amendments were rejected and the
commission passed the second reading of the ar-
ticle bearing directly on the limitation of arma-
ments. It became absolutely clear to us that the
draft projects of the convention, on which the
commission, representing thlrty governments,
has wasted five years, might in their present form
have been drawn up just as well within a week
by a few well-meaning government officials and
that they might be used rather as an argument
against disarmament than for the actual cur-
tailment of armaments. At present the commis-
sion is busily engaged with the question of what
is termed ‘publicity’ and ‘the exchange of in-
formation.” There is every reason to fear that at
least some of the delegations intend to substitute
a system of mere publicity for disarmament. But
publicity in itself is not only powerless to check
the competition between the powers in respect
to armaments, but might even become the initia-
tor of such competition, should the coming con-
ference adopt any measures likely to restrict
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armaments. The commission is hastily legalizing
exceptions to such measures and violation of the
convention. Proposals have been made at the
commission by which any government need only
declare that it considers itself in danger in order
to have the rules of the convention suspended in
its favor. Should such proposals be adopted the
Soviet Union would be exempt in advance from
any obligations imposed by the convention. For
the U. S. S. R. does not merely feel itself threat-
ened, but these dangers grow daily and are pub-
licly discussed in the press, and indisputable ob-
jective proof of their existence is available.

Soviet Desires Real Disarmament

“The Soviet Union, however, does not demand
for itself any exemption and is prepared to carry
out steadfastly and conscientiously and on an
equal basis with other countries any obligations
imposed for the realization of the limitation of
armaments. The general impression the Soviet
delegation received during the work of the com-
mission was that certain powers, occupying a
dominant position in the world, because of the
superiority of their armaments as regards both
quality and quantity and trying to maintain and
extend their domination, have decided not to re-
duce their armed strength on any account. In-
stead of exposing such a state of affairs and bring-
ing it to the attention of the public, the commis-

sion has concealed it and, taking the line of least .

resistance, is striving for an imaginary agree-
ment, based on those very delegations which rep-
resent the tendency to prevent disarmament,
which I have just referred to. But no agreement
has been arrived at because of private differences
between the dominant nations. Therefore, the
difficulties encountered by the commission have
not been overcome, but remain a heritage for a
future conference. Of course, there can be no
hope of any kind of disarmament or limitation of
armaments if the delegations to that conference
come primed with instructions similar to those of
the delegates to the Preparatory Commission. If
the conference had wanted to prepare for the
International Disarmament Conference, it should
have appointed a new commission to begin with,
which might refuse to be a pretext for the further
postponement of the question of disarmament.”

Conference with Grandi

In respect to his journey to Milan Mr. Litvinov
said: “Mutual relations between the Soviet Union
and Italy have been maintained and strengthened
over a period of seven years. This fact necessi-
tated an exchange of opinions between the leaders
of the foreign policy of both countries in respect
of these relations and other international prob-
lems of mutual interest. In view of the fact that
the foreign ministers of European countries meet
every year and even oftener, no unusual impor-
tance should be attached to a meeting between the
Commissar for Foreign Affairs of the U. S. S. R.
and the leaders of the foreign policy of those
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countries which maintain not merely formally
correct, but actual normal diplomatic and eco-
nomic relations with the Soviet Union.

“Such meetings could be disconcerting only to
those who are endeavoring to isolate and weaken
the Soviet Union, or other governments, under the
pretense of a desire for peace. They talk of Pan-
Europe and at the same time criticize an attempt
at a rapprochement between two European coun-
tries! The love of peace on the part of the Soviet
Government is based on indisputable facts, and
any meetings between the Soviet and other gov-
ernments are solely in the service of peace. Real
friends of peace can only welcome such meetings.””

Note of Lunacharsky

On December 4 Mr. Lunacharsky, on behalf of
the Soviet delegation to the Preparatory Disarm-
ament Conference at Geneva, sent the Chairman
of the commission the following note, in response
to the request that each delegation present its
suggestions in written form to be included in the
report of the commission.

“Inasmuch as the U. S. S. R. is not a member
of the League of Nations, the Soviet Government
is participating in the work of the commission
without undertaking any obligations with regard
to the League of Nations. In view of this the
delegation cannot adhere to the report presented
by the commission to the Council of the League
of Nations. However, considering on the one
hand that the report is a document which will
receive wide publicity, and on the other that it
is designed for the needs of the future disarma-
ment conference, the Soviet delegation asks that
the present note and the enclosed memorandum
setting forth the point of view of the Soviet dele-
gation on the different sections of the draft, be
attached to the report. This memorandum covers
all the reservations made by the delegation up
until the present with regard to the different sec-
tions of the draft since these reservations possibly
do not appear in their proper places in the report
of the commission.”

Soviet Memorandum to Disarmament
Commission

The text of the memorandum of the Soviet dele-
gation is as follows: )

True to the basic principles of the foreign
policy of the Soviet Government, the Soviet dele-
gation has taken the most active part in the
work of the commission, actuated by a steadfast
desire to effect really substantial measures for
the reduction of all types of armament, in order
to decrease even slightly the possibility of war
breaking out.

1. With this fundamental problem as the basis,
the Soviet delegation, in the very first period of
its participation in the commission, introduced a
proposal for immediate general disarmament.
This proposal was rejected at the fifth session of
the commission.
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At that time, the commission did not quote a
single argument of any weight against the Soviet
proposal; it merely stated that its members had
almost unanimously agreed that the project could
not be accepted as a basis for their work, which
would be conducted along the lines already marked
out. In rejecting the Soviet project, the commis-
sion was rejecting the only effective guarantee of
peace; at the same time, it openly declared that
the Statutes of the League of Nations do not per-
mit complete disarmament.

II. In an attempt to obtain at least some meas-
ure of disarmament, the delegation, while not re-
jecting its initial project, introduced a new draft
convention for the reduction of armaments. After
itg first proposal was rejected, the Soviet delega-
tion reckoned that the great majority of the com-
mission considered the Soviet project of general
complete disarmament antithetic to the idea of
partial and gradual disarmament.

In its resolution of April 19, 1929, the commis-
sion rejected all three principles set forth by the
Soviet delegation, thus proving the abseénce of any
desire on its part to take a course leading to a
real and substantial reduction of armaments.

II1. The Soviet project for the reduction of
armaments is based on three principles which at
the same time are the fundamental principles for
all real reduction. They were announced by the
SOﬁ'iet delegation on April 17th, 1929, and are as
follows:

Soviet Reduction Principles

1. Existing armaments must be substantially
reduced.

2. This reduction i3 to be based upon the prin-
ciple of proportion or upon some other equally
objective criterion which would also permit cer-
tain concessions in favor of less important and
smaller countries.

8. Numerical coefficients for the reduction of
armaments must be fixed in the draft.

IV. The successive rejection by the commission
of two Soviet projects, one for complete disarma-
ment, the other for reduction of armaments,
might have served as sufficient grounds for a de-
cision to withdraw from the commission. How-
ever, aiming to continue its efforts to obtain some
palpable results from the commission and, on the
other hand, not wishing to give anyone cause to
ascribe the manifest failure of the commission to
lack of participation on the part of the Soviet
Government, the Soviet delegation continued to
take part in the commission.

V. In taking part in the discussion of the plan
proposed by the commission itself, the Soviet del-
egation attempted by means of concrete amend-
ments and additions to make this plan at least
approach the idea of some kind of a draft conven-
tion for the reduction of armaments. Unfortu-
nately the overwhelming majority of the commis-
sion, systematically rejecting the proposal of the
Soviets and following invariably the line of least
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resistance, deprived the project, which had con-
tained no figures to begin with, of any significance
whatever; at the same time the commission cov-
ered up and justified by this projeet the retention
and the increase in existing armaments.

Soviet Objections to Draft Convention

V1. The Soviet delegation deems it necessary to
formulate the following most important and most
general and concrete objections to the draft:

1. The Soviet Delegation objects to the
ambiguous formula of the first article “on
the limitation and reduction as far as pos-
sible,” instead of a clear and unequivoecal
statement that existing armaments must be
substantially decreased, and states that the
accepted formula leaves it entirely possible to
retain and even increase armaments.

2. The Soviet delegation objects to the de-
cisions of the commission concerning person-
nel for the following reasons: in view of the
commission’s refusal to reduce the number
of reserves with military training, which
constitute one of the chief elements of armed
power accumulated in times of peace for the
purpose of creating the immense modern
armies in times of war; in view of the com-
mission’s refusal to establish a reduction in
all kinds of armies of qualified professionals
— officers, non-commissioned officers and
pilots, a large number of whom assures a
quick development of mass armies; and in
view of the insufficient reduction of the time
of active service—a trick by means of which
some countries increase the number of
trained reserves.

3. The Soviet delegation objects to the re-
fusal of the commission to reduce definitely
the materials of land armies in quarters and
the reserves in the storehouses which, with
the present mechanization of the army, serve
to replace a larger number of men; it objects
to the refusal to abolish tanks and long range
artillery as the most aggressive and danger-
ous types of weapons for the peaceful popu-
lation; it objects, also to the refusal to pro-
hibit the introduction of new implements of
war which would strengthen armament.

4. The Soviet delegation objects to the re-
fusal of the commission to establish a low
limit for naval vessels and their weapons as
proposed by the Soviet delegation, in order to
decrease the aggressive, destructive power of
modern navies. It objects to the extremely
high norms which were cited by the commis-
sion. (Note: as is known, the draft quotes
the norms of the London and Washington
conferences as examples.) It also objects to
the exclusion from any reduction of a large
number of vessels. It further objects to the
acceptance by the future convention of the
Washington and the London treaties which
legalized the retention of the present high
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level of total tonnage and a considerable in-
crease of the vessels; it objects to the com-
mission’s refusal to forbid the adaptation of
trade vessels for use in war as military units.

5. The Soviet delegation objects to the
commission’s refusal to forbid air bombard-
ment which especially threatens the peaceful
population; also to the commission’s refusal
to decrease all aviation material in ware-
houses; and it further objects to the com-
mission’s refusal to reduce the amount of
armament which may be concentrated in the
metropolis of each foreign territory sep-
arately—a means by which the colonial pow-
ers, concentrating their strength upon one of
these territories, can threaten the neighbor-
ing countries or the native population. The
same objection is made in the case of the
troops of all armed powers,

6. The Soviet delegation objects to the
commission’s refusal to prohibit the manu-
facture in times of peace of chemical and
bacteriological products used in war, and
their storage for the purpose of armament
in army quarters and warehouses—a prac-
tice which makes it difficult to prevent their
use in the war.

7. The Soviet delegation cannot make any
final decisions on the clause which limits
budgetary expenses, since the commission
avoided a concrete decision on this question
by referring it to a committee of experts and
by not solving the question on the reduction
of expenses in other branches. The Soviet
delegation particularly insists that the limi-
tation of budgets alone is not a sufficient
remedy when it is not combined with a direct
reduction of materials.

8. The Soviet delegation gives no opinion
on the last chapter of the project, in view of
the fact that the question of publicity and
control of armaments wholly depends on the
extent to which armaments are reduced. The
Soviet delegation must note, however, that it
stands for equality for all participants of the
convention concerning their participation in
a permanent commission, and that it objects
to referring the execution of the convention
to the organ of the League of Nations. Be-
sides, the Soviet delegation objects to any
system which would enable each government
on its own decision to surpass the estab-
lished standards of armaments, thus com-
pletely eradicating the significance of the
convention.

9. The Soviet delegation firmly protests
against the commission’s refusal to make its
final decision as to the clause which permits
exemption to the Western neighbors of U. S.
S. R. in case of the latter not joining the con-
vention.  In view of the fact that this point
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is aimed directly against the U. S. S. R, the
Soviet delegation protests against the de-
cision to refer this question to the confer-
ence, by mentioning it in the report.

10. All the above statements make it im-
possible for the Soviet delegation to accept
the draft and the convention; these circum-
stances strengthen the delegation’s firm de-
cision to continue its struggle for peace and
to defend at the future conference its own
proposals regarding disarmament.

Soviet-Chinese Conference

HE second session of the Soviet-Chinese Con-

ference took place in Moscow on December 4.
The meeting worked out a plan for the further
work of the conference and formed three com-
missions: (1) on questions relating to the Chinese
Eastern Railway, (2) on questions connected with
trade relations, and (3) on questions relating to
the renewal of diplomatic relations.

On December 12 Mo Teh Hui, representative
of the Chinese Republic at the Conference, sent
a note to Karakhan informing him that he had
been compelled to return to China for a short
time and had appointed a substitute to handle
technical questions during his absence, to which
Mr. Karakhan replied as follows:

“Dear Sir, Mr. Plenipotentiary Representative :

“I hereby acknowledge receipt of your letter of
December 12 in which you inform me of your in-
tention to return to China for a certain period.

“The Government of the Union of Soviet Social-
ist Republics, sharing fully your repeatedly ex-
pressed desire that the conference should actually
begin the consideration of questions concerning
the Chinese Eastern Railway, and concerning
trade and diplomatic relations, for the considera-
tion of which special commissions were organized
at the December 4 session of the conference, will
await your speedy return and the resumption of
the work of the conference, as well as the fulfill-
ment of all the other obligations taken upon itself
by China in accordance with the Khabarovsk Pro-
tocol.

“Accept, Mr. Plenipotentiary Representative,
assurances of my complete respect.

“L. KARAKHAN.”

Greco-Soviet Convention

On November 17, 1930, Mr. N. N. Krestinsky,
Assistant Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs,
and Mr. Psaroudas, Greek Ambassador in Moscow,
exchanged ratified copies of the convention on
commerce and navigation between the U. S. S. R.
and Greece. This convention was signed in Ath-
ens on June 11, 1929, and ratified by the Central
Executive Committee of the U. S. S. R. June 13,
1930.
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Italian Ambassador Presents

Credentials

ON November 18 Mr. Bernardo Attoliko, new
./ Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary from Italy, was received by Mr. Kalinin,
Chairman of the Central Executive Committee of
the U. S. S. R., and other Soviet officials, On pre-
senting his credentials Ambassador Attoliko spoke
as follows:

“In entering upon my highly responsible mission
I take pleasure in informing you that all my ef-
forts will be sincerely and steadfastly directed
toward strengthening and creating still more
friendly relations between the Italian Kingdom
and the U. S. S. R. The unbroken and normal
relations which have so happily existed between
our countries for seven years are a guarantee and
at the same time an augury that in the future even
more than in the past our relations will develop
in an atmosphere of increasing confidence.

“The whole complex of our relations will derive
an unquestioned advantage from the development
of our economic relations. The recently concluded
agreement, based on the natural community of
interests between the two countries, opens a new
phase in these relations which, it is to be desired,
will produce abundant results, equally advantage-
ous to both sides. With energy and conviction I
dedicate my efforts to this end as well as to all
things in any sphere which may serve to
strengthen, maintain and develop favorably our
mutual interests.”

In response Mr. Kalinin declared:

“It is with the deepest satisfaction that I have
listened to your declaration in which you have
rightly described the favorable development of the
relations between our countries and expressed
the firm and well-founded conviction that in the
future these relations will undoubtedly develop in
an atmosphere of growing confidence. On its
part the Union Government firmly intends to
bend all its efforts to continue to expand the eco-
nomic relations, which have already been so fruit-
ful, between the U. S. S. R. and Italy, and also to
develop friendly cooperation in other fields of in-
ternational intercourse, in the conviction that this
in full measure corresponds to the interests of
both countries as well as that of general peace.

“It has given me the utmost pleasure to learn
that your efforts in the high post of representa-
tive of Italy in the U. S. S. R. will be directed
toward the fulfillment of these highly important
tasks.”

‘

Ambassador of Japan Received

N December 9 Mr. Kalinin and other Soviet

officials received the new Japanese Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Mr. Koki
Hirota, who presented his credentials with the
following words:
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“I recall with gratification the days when, as
director of the European and American depart-
ment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Tokio,
I had the pleasure of participating in working out
the basic agreement between Japan and the Soviet
Union and of witnessing the establishment of
friendly relations between the two countries on a
firm and unwavering basis.

“] am convinced that Japan and the Soviet
Union will continue to live in peace and neigh-
borly relations, each fully respecting the social
organization of the other. There can be no other
way which will correspond to their true and stead-
fast interests. Both countries may consider it a
positive fact that the knot of their friendship and
mutual interests has been considerably strength-
eged since the conclusion of the basic treaty in
1925,

“As regards the different questions of a greater
or less degree of importance I presume that they
may be easily solved if both sides will regard
them in the spirit of mutual readiness to meet
each other half-way and with full respect for each
other’s viewpoint. My Government has instructed
me to bend all my efforts in this direction.”

In accepting the credentials Mr. Kalinin said:

“I have heard with satisfaction your statement
that the knot of friendship and mutual interest
binding our countries has strengthened consider-
ably since the time of the basic agreement, in the
conclusion of which you played a direct and highly
useful part.

“I share entirely your faith in the firmness of
the friendly and neighborly relations which hap-
pily exist and are developing between our coun-
tries, inasmuch as these relations are based on
the mutual and sincere friendship of our peoples
and on a mutual desire to strengthen further the
economic and political contacts between our coun-
tries.

“The Union Government attributes particular
significance to the future development of economic
relations on the natural basis of complete respect
for the political and economic organization of
both countries, and mutual faith and concern for
the interests of the U. S. S. R. and Japan.”

Changes In Soviet Foreign Service

On November 24, Adolph Markovich Petrovsky
was transferred from the post of diplomatic rep-
resentative of the U. S. S. R. in Lithuania to that
of diplomatic representative of the U. S. S. R.
in Persia.

On December 2, Mikhail Andreyvevich Karsky
was appointed diplomatic representative of the
U. 8. S. R. in Lithuania to replace Mr. Petrovsky.

On December 1, Vassily V. Sakharov was re-
lieved of the post of trade representative of the
U. S. S. R. in Czecho-Slovakia and P. S. Sorokin
was appointed in his stead.
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SokolnikoviReplies to «Dumping” Charges

R. GREGORY SOKOLNIKOV, Soviet Am-

bassador in London, in an interview pub-

lished in the “Manchester Guardian” on November

21, replied to some of the attacks that have been

made upon the Soviet Government for its al-

leged policy of “dumping” wheat and goods into
Great Britain and other countries.

To the question as to whether or not Russia has
been and is dumping wheat and other goods into
Great Britain, Mr. Sokolnikov replied:

“The answer is, we are not. Soviet Russia is
simply reestablishing her exports of agricultural
products. At present our export of wheat is be-
low the volume of the pre-war export, and the
whole volume of all our exports this year is only
about two-thirds of the pre-war exports. How
can any one reasonably refuse to Soviet Russia
the right to recover her share in the world’s ex-
port trade?”

“We are told,” continued Mr. Sokolnikov, “that
these goods are being dumped in this country at
prices below Russian home prices and below the
prices which British producers can possibly pro-
duce the same goods. The reply to the first part
of the question is that it is the constant aim of
our financial and economic policy to make the
prices on the internal market in the Soviet Union
independent, as far as possible, of the fluctuation
of prices on the world market.

“Thus the peasants in Soviet Russia are paid
for wheat at stabilized prices, but they are also
receiving manufactured goods at stabilized prices.
The price of wheat in Soviet Russia is near to the
pre-war price, but the prices of agricultural ma-
chinery, for instance, which are paid by the peas-
ants are also at pre-war level.”

Not Competing With British Wheat

“As to the second point, it is impossible to con-
tend that the Russian wheat is in competition
with the British wheat. Russian wheat is of a
special kind and it is used for mixing with the
British wheat.”

“Is it a fact,” Mr. Sokolnikov was asked, ‘“that
whereas dumping usually proceeds from the su-
perfluity of home production there is no super-
fluity of the normal kind in Russia?”

“It is absolutely untrue that grain is being ex-
ported from the Soviet Union to the detriment
of Russian consumers. The quantity of grain
which will be exported this year constituted only
a fraction of the big recent increase in the grain
crop. The total crop of different grainsg in 1927-8
was 72,000,000 tons. In 1928-9 the total was 73,-
000,000 tons, and the minimum estimate of the
crop of 1929-30 is 88,000,000 tons. There is there-
fore an increase of 15,000,000 tons this year. As-

suming that a fourth or fifth part of this increase
is exported, the increase in the amount of grain
available for internal consumption in the present
year will still be very large. When there has been
an increased production of 15,000,000 tons the
statement that Russia is exporting grain which is
needed for her own people is one that can only be
put forward to create political prejudice.”

A Counter-Charge

On being asked what he would say to the asser-
tion that Russian export has a political object,
and is designed to create economic disorder in the
countries where dumping takes place, Mr. Sokolni-
kov replied:

“I say that the campaign against Soviet grain
exports has itself been started for political
reasons. The ecry ‘Soviet dumping must be
stopped, because it is designed to throw the cap-
italistic system in European countries into dis-
order,” was first heard in April of this year from
the Russian white émigrés who form the so-called
‘Russian financial, industrial, and commercial as-
sociation in Paris.’

“This organization originally hoped that the
cutting off of the supply of credits would bring
the Soviet régime to its financial ruin. But the
reestablishment of the Soviet export trade has
made it possible to develop the imports of machin-
ery, tools, and raw materials necessary to carry
out the Five-Year Plan. Now the attempt to
hinder Soviet imports is made through attacking
Soviet exports. In recent months the anti-Soviet
campaign has, in fact, assumed a new form. The
Soviet Union is accused in a number of countries
of intentionally bringing disorder into the world
markets.

The Granary of Europe

“I would like to add that the same people who
are now attacking Soviet Russia for reestablish-
ing her grain exports, some years ago alleged in
their attacks the inability of the Soviet régime to
resume the role played by pre-revolutionary Rus-
sia as the ‘granary of Europe.’ By the operation
of the Five-Year Plan the Soviet Union is de-
veloping her agriculture on a new basis of big
State and collective farms, using the most modern
machinery, and is ready indeed to assume again
the role of the ‘granary of Europe.’ The asser-
tion that our exports of wheat and other goods
have a political object represents simply a hostile
and absolutely unjustified attack on the careful
development of the Five-Year Plan,

“When,” Mr. Sokolnikov added, “the same quar-
ters that advocated the cutting off of normal trade
credits for the Soviet Union attack our export
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trade, it is impossible to take their arguments
seriously. If they wish the Soviet Union to pay
cash for imports they must also wish that we
should develop our exports.,

“If the Soviet Union were to restrict her im-
ports consequently upon a contraction of her ex-
port trade, I will only ask how this could possibly
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improve the world economic situation. On the
contrary, the Russian imports of industrial and
agricultural machinery and other goods necessary
for economic reconstruction are of great impor-
tance to every country that is now struggling with
unemployment and endeavoring to develop its
foreign trade.”

Foreign Trade by Countries, 1929-1930

'T‘HE foreign trade turnover of the Soviet Union
for the Soviet fiscal year ending September 30,
1930, was $1,066,469,210 (preliminary figures),
as compared with $889,405,000 for the fiscal year
1928-1929, an increase of 19.9 per cent. Exports
were $516,117,550, an increase of 12.6 per cent
over the previous year. Imports were $550,351,-
660, an increase of 27.7 per cent over the previous
year. The unfavorable trade balance was $34,-
234,110, as compared with a favorable balance of
$27,295,000 in 1928-1929. The world-wide de-
cline in commodity prices during the year had a
marked effect on the total value of exports, wh}ch
was accentuated in the case of the Soviet Union
by the large proportion of raw materials among
the exports.

The course of foreign trade for the past few
years, with figures for 1913, shows the following
exports and imports:

Exports Imports
1913 $782,851,600 $707,610,000
1925-1926 . ... 348,449,000 389,546,000
1926-1927 .. 396,807,500 366,989,000
1927-1928 .. 398,658,500 486,520,500
1928-1929 ... . ... 458,350,000 431,056,000
1929-1930 ool 516,117,650 550,351,660

The figures for 1913 include exports and im-
ports of Poland, Finland and the border States,
then part of the Russian Empire. Post-war fig-
ures do not include exports of gold.

Soviet foreign trade for 1929-1930 by commodi-
ties is not yet available. The foreign trade by
countries, in rubles, is as follows:

Country Soviet Exports Soviet Imports
England ... ... 238,158,000 160,000,000
Germany .. ... 214,254,000 234,389,000
Italy . .l 47,263,000 10,305,000
France ................ 44,708,000 33,956,000
Holland ... 34,350,000 8,165,000
Latvia ................ 70,083,000 14,907,000
United States ......... 44,579,000 280,360,000
Belgium ... ... 25,620,000 7,594,000
Japan ... 16,838,000 16,230,000
China ... 25,000,000 25,000,000
Persia ... 61,189,000 47,355,000
Turkey ... ... 16,507,000 9,967,000
Mongolia . ... ... 16,423,000 15,222,000
Scandinavian coun

tries ... ... 32,645,000 54,883,000
Poland .. ... ... 14,813,000 34,807,000
Czecho-Slovakia ... 5,619,000 23,593,000
Others ..._. _._.. ... 94,124,000 91,921,000
Total Rubles .. ... 1.002,170.000 1.068,644.000
Total Dollars ... . $516,117,550 $550,351,660

There were several marked changes in the trade
in 1929-1930 as compared with the previous year.
In the list of countries furnishing Soviet imports
the United States replaced Germany in first posi-
tion. Imports from the United States showed an
increase of 83 per cent over those of the previous
year. The total value of trade with the United
States increased 70 per cent. That with England
increased 67 per cent. Imports from England
showed nearly a four-fold increase over 1928-
1929, following the resumption of diplomatic rela-
tions at the beginning of the calendar year.

On the list of countries taking Soviet imports
England displaced Germany in first position. The
United States stood in seventh place on this list.
It stood sixth during the previous fiscal year.

The large increase of Soviet imports from the
United States came during the first half of the
fiscal year. Relatively the business showed some
decline during the latter part of the period.

Imports from Germany, England and the
United States for the past two fiscal years, in
dollars, were as follows:

Germany England United States
1929-30 ... $120,716,000 $82,400,000 $144,406,000
1928-29 ... . 97,077,500 22,814,600 78,743,500
Increase ... $23,638,500 $59,685,600 $66,662,5600

Exports to Germany, England and the United
States, in dollars, were as follows:

Germany England United States
1929-30 ... $110,364,500 $123,673,000 $22,969,000
1928-29 . ... 107,377,600 99,137,600 19,827,600
Increase ... $2,987,000 $24,5636,600 $3,141,600

The above figures bring out some striking facts
about American-Soviet trade. Soviet imports
from the United States in 1929-1930 were more
than six times the value of Soviet exports to the
United States. While imports from the United
States increased $65,662,5600, as compared with
the previous year, exports to the United States
increased only $3,141,5600. The balance of trade
for the year in favor of the United States was
$121,437,000. In a year of sharp declines in in-
ternational commerce the marked up-curve of
Soviet imports from the United States stands
out as noteworthy and exceptional.



20 SOVIET UNION REVIEW

Citizenship in the U.S.S.R.

OLLOWING is the text of the new decree on
citizenship in the Soviet Union which was
adopted June 13, 1930:

1. With the formation of the Soviet Union a single
citizenship law was established for citizens of the Soviet
republics (Art. 7. Constitution of the U. S. S. R.). Every
citizen of & Soviet republic is also a citizen of the
U. S. 8. R.

2. A citizen of the U. S. S. R. is a citizen of the Soviet
republic in which he has permanent residence. However,
if he should consider himself bound to another Soviet
republic, either by nationality or origin, he may elect
to become a citizen of that republic.

3. Every person residing within the territory of the U. S.
S. R. is regarded as a citizen of the U. 8. S. R. unless
proved to be a citizen of a foreign government.

4. Foreign citizens who are accepted as citizens of the
. S. 8. R. cease to enjoy the privileges or to bear obliga-
tions connected with citizenship of another country.

5. Citizens of the U. S. S. R. enjoy all the righte and
bear all the obligations established for citizens of the
TU. S. S. R, and by the laws of the U. S. S. R. and of that
Soviet republic in which they reside.

6. Foreign workers and peasants, living within the pre-
cincts of the U. S. S. R. for the purpose of working, enjoy
all political rights of citizens of the U. S. S. R.

7. A citizen of the U. S. S. R. by right of birth is a
person one or both of whose parents was a Soviet citizen
at the time of his birth.

8. When a citizen of the Soviet Union marries a citizen
of a foreign country, the contracting parties maintain
their own nationality. The citizenship may be changed
by a simplified procedure (Art. 16) if the couple so desire.

9. If both parents change their citizenship and become
citizens of the U. 8. S. R., or if both cease to be citizens
of the U. S. 8. R., the citizenship of their children under
14 years of age is also changed. Children between the
age of 14 and their majority must give their consent to
a change in their citizenship in order to acquire citizen-
ship in the Soviet Union with their parents in case the
latter become Soviet citizens.

The citizenship of children over 14 does not change
when the parents relinquish citizenship of the Soviet
Union.

10. When parents acquire citizenship of the Soviet
Union, their children who are still minors also acquire
citizenship upon a special declaration on the part of their
parents. In order that children of 14 yeare may acquire
citizenship, their coneent must be obtained.

Children under 14 years, of foreign parentage, retain
the same citizenship as their parents, if the parents,
being citizens of the Soviet Union, are dead or have lost
all connection with the children.

If one of the parents relinquishes his Soviet citizenship
and the other has died or is completely separated from
the children, the children under 14 acquire the same
citizenship as the parent who relinquishes his Soviet
citizenship upon a declaration being made by the latter,

11. Children, who are citizens of the Soviet Union, and
have been adopted by citizens of other countries, retain
their Soviet citizenship.

12. Foreigners, residing in the 1. S. S. R., may become
citizens of the Soviet U'nion by a decree of the Presidium
of the Central Executive Committee of the U. 8. S. R., or
of the Presidium of the Central kExecutive Committee of
the Soviet republic in which they reside.

A deeree of the Presidium of the Central Executive
Committee of a Soviet republic refusing to grant citizen-
ship may be protested by the person in question bhefore
the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee of
the TU. S. 8. R.

13. Foreign citizens residing abroad may be accepted
as citizens of the U. 8. 8. R, hy decree of the Presidium
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of the Central! Executive Committee of the U. 8. S. R.

14. Relinquishment of citizenship of the Soviet Union
is granted:

(a) By a decree of the Presidium of the Central Execu-
tive Committee of the Soviet Union, or of the Presidium
of the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet repub-
lic In question, in case of persons residing within the
Soviet Union. i

(b) By a decree of the Presidium of the Central Execu-
tive Committee of a Soviet Republic in the case of per-
sons residing abroad. The decision may be appealed to
the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee of
the Soviet Union In case of a refusal by the Presidium
of the Central Executive Committee to grant citizenship.

15. Persons who have lost their Soviet Union citizenship
or who have been deprived of it, can only regain citizen-
ship of the Soviet Union by a decree of the Presidium of
the Central Executive Committee of the U. S. S. R.

16. The acquisition or relinquishment of citizenship of
the Soviet Union, in addition to the methods enumerated
in this degree, may be effccted by a simplitied procedure,
i. e, by an edict of the okrug (county) executive com-
mittee or corresponding body, provided the person resides
in the Soviet Union, or by an edict of a diplomatic rep-
resentative of the Soviet Government if the person resides
abroad.

This procedure applies in the following cases:

(a) On the acquisition of citizenship by foreign workers
and peasants reeiding in the Soviet Union for the purpose
of work, and also foreigners who enjoy the right of
asylum, on account of persecution for their revolutionary
activities;

(b) When citizenship is changed upon the occasion of
marriage (Art. 8).

Note—Qkrug executive committees and Soviet dip-
lomatic representatives abroad poesess the right to
refuse requests for citizenship through the simplified
procedure and to propose that such requests be made
in the usual way to the Presidium of the Central
Executive Committee of the Soviet Union, or of the-
Soviet republic to which the applicant belongs.

17. Persons can only be deprived of Soviet citizenship
by San edict of the Central Executive Committee of the
U. 8 S. R.

Decislons of the Central Executive Committees of the:
Soviet republics to deprive persons of citizenship require
the endorsement of the Central Executive Committee of
the Soviet Union.

18. Instructions for the promulgation of the present
decree are Issued by the People’s Commissariat for For-
eign Affalrs in agreement with united governmental po-
litical administration and the People’s Commissariats for
Internal Affaire of the Soviet republics.

Status of Foreign Trained Doctors

CCORDING to instructions issued recently by

the Commissariat of Health of the R. S. F.
S. R. doctors who have received their medical
training abroad may receive medical diplomas
and licenses to carry on independent medical prac-
tice in the R. S. F. S. R. only after having com-
pleted one year of practical medical work in med-
ical institutions controlled by the Commissariat of
Health. Simultaneously with this work such per-
sons must pass examinations on the principles of
Soviet Health Protection according to the teach-
ings of the higher medical schools of the R. S. F.
S. R. The same rule may be applied in the case
of foreigners wishing to practice medicine in the
R. S. F. S. R,, on the basis of reciprocity.
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Miscellaneous News

Jewish Colonization in Biro-Bidjan

AT the Second All-Union Congress of the Jew-
47\ ish Land Colonization Society held in Moscow
in December a report was given on the situation
in Biro-Bidjan. Biro-Bidjan is a region in the
Far East covering a territory about 15,444
square miles which has been especially assigned
by the Soviet Government for Jewish colonization.

According to the report two thousand seven
hundred Jews have already settled there. The
majority of them are engaged in the wood work-
ing industry and in agriculture. There are four
large State farms devoted to cattle breeding, rice,
soy beans and dairying. A considerable number
of collective farms have been established.

Biro-Bidjan abounds in many valuable miner-
als, including iron, coal, graphite and gold, and
the settlers are therefore faced with favorable
prospects for the industrialization of the region
with the aid of government organizations.

International Bureau of the

Academy of Sciences

BUREAU for foreign connections has been

established by the Academy of Sciences. The
object of the bureau will be to utilize foreign
scientific and technical experience to the best ad-
vantage and to furnish information regarding So-
viet scientific achievements.

The new bureau will establish regular connec-
tions with foreign scientific organizations and
institutions and will publish a bulletin in several
languages on the current scientific work in the So-
viet Union.

Among the other tasks of the bureau will be
the exchange of scientific literature with foreign
societies, arrangements for participation of the
Academy of Sciences in international exhibitions
and the scheduling of lectures and reports on vital
questions of foreign science and technique. The
bureau will also serve foreign scientists visiting
the Soviet Union.

Health Protection in the U. S. S. R.

CCORDING to incomplete data of the statisti-
A cal section of the State Planning Commission
issued on May, 1, 1930, there were altogether in
the U. S. S. R. 5,902 hospitals with 281,295 beds,
or one bed to 640 inhabitants in comparison with
one bed to 1,180 inhabitants prior to the revolu-
tion. Apart from the hospitals 12,255 dispensa-
ries are functioning in the Soviet Union. Of this
number 2,377 are in the towns, 9,242 in the vil-
lages, and 636 are attached to the hospitals.

During the years after the revolution a large
network of various dispensaries treating special
diseases have grown in the U. S. S. R. There are

571 dispensaries treating tuberculosis, 640 for
venereal diseases and 45 for narcotic illnesses.
During one year these dispensaries have regis-
tered 25,000,000 visits. There are also 985 sana-
toriums of various types with 48,000 beds.

The protection of motherhood and childhood has
made particularly great strides. The number of
children’s institutions amounts now to 9,788 out
of which total 2,214 are consultations, 1,800 regu-
lar créches with 67,200 beds, 315 children’s pro-
phylactic dispensaries, and 136 auxiliary institu-
tions.

Two hundred and fifty medical detachments are
working on the outskirts of the U. S. S. R. In
addition 64 bacteriological institutes, 787 labora-
tories, 88 Pasteur stations, 183 stations for the
treatment of malaria, 341 disinfection institu-
tions, 230 institutions of sanitary education, and
44 shops for the manufacture of proteses are now
functioning in the Soviet Union.

Apart from the well known Crimean and Cau-
casian health resorts there are in the U. S. S. R.
313 rest houses with 59,463 beds. During this
year 577,900 people have been cared for in these
houses at various times.

At present there are in the U. S. S. R. 92,193
doctors, among them 10,868 dentists.

Soviet Marine Arbitration Commission

The Soviet Government has decided to estab-
lish a marine arbitration commission in Moscow
to adjudicate questions concerning Soviet ship-
ping. The commission consists of fifteen members
appointed annually by the All-Union-Western
Chamber of Commerce.

Monument to Fritjhof Nansen

The Moscow Soviet has approved the design of
a monument to Fritjhof Nansen submitted by the
sculptor Lutzky. The monument will be unveiled
on I;I’Iay 13, 1931, the anniversary of Nansen’s
death.

A Correction

In the SOVIET UNION REVIEW for Novem-
ber, 1980, in the “Calendar of Events, 1929-
1980,” under “June,” on page 176, it was
erroneously stated that Franz Josef Land
had been renamed Fritjhof Nansen Land.
The Academy of Sciences of the U. S. S. R.
passed a resolution at the time of Nansen’s
death recommending that this be done as a
mark of recognition of the explorer’s services
to the Soviet Union and to science, but of-
ficial steps have not been taken confirming
this.




TR o en

January, 1931

SOVIET UNION REVIEW 23

Some Recent Magazine Articles on the Soviet Union

Following is a list nf articles on the Soviet Union published in the past few months in American magazines. The list
does not claim to be complete. Hereafter the SovieT UNIoN REVIEW will list the more important articles on the Soviet
Union appearing each month.

The Theater and Literature

“Blood and Oil,” by Hallie Flanagan. Theater Guild Mag-
azine, October, 1930.
An article on the Soviet theater.

“Writers Must Work in Russia,” by Albert Parry. The
New Freeman, October 29, 1930.
An account of the new Soviet worker-writer.

“V. E. Meyerhold and His Theater,” by Louis Lozowick.
Hound and Horn, Fall, 1930.
An account of the career of Meyerhold since the
revolution and his part in the transformation of the
Russian theater.

“A Letter from Russia,” by Joshua Kunitz.
Freeman, November 19, 1930.
A description of how art and literature are serving
the Five-Year Plan.

Industrialization and the Five.Year Plan

“Russia’s Challenge to American Business,” by John Car-
ter. Scribner’s, October, 1930.
An appraisal of the working of Five-Year Plan and
America’s part therein.

‘“The Soviet Challenge to Capitalism,” by Calvin B. Hoover.
Harper’'s Magazine, October, 1930.
Professor Hoover suggests that the experimental
data developed in Russia might be of significance for
other countries.

The New

“Will the Five-Year Plan Succeed?”, by George Soule. The
New Republic, December 3, 1930.
A survey based on the report published November 1
by the London Economist.

“Industrialization of Russia,” Current History, January,
1931.

1. “Soviet Claims to Progress of the Five-Year Plan,” by
Maurice Mendelsohn.

2. “The Five-Year Plan Under Fire,” by Henry D. Baker.

An analysis from opposite points of view of the

results obtained at the end of the first two years of
the Five-Year Plan,

“Building a Ford Factory in Russia,” by Frederick A. Van
Fleet. Review of Reviews, January, 1930.
An interview with W. J. Austin, President of the
firm constructing the automobile factory town at
Nizhni-Novgorod.

‘“The Facts Behind the Five-Year Plan,” by Alzada Com-
stock.
Barron’'s Financial Weekly, January 5, 1931,

“The Five-Year Plan Needs Capital,” by Alzada Comstock.
Barron’s Financial Weekly, January 12, 1931.

Recognition
“The Soviet Union: Question of Recognition.”
History, September, 1930.

I. An article favoring recognition by an anonymous
author whose ‘‘credibility and high standing” are
vouched for by the editor of Current History.

II. An article opposing recognition, by John Spargo.

Currgnt

“The Russian Dilemma,” by S. Stanwood Menken. North
American Review, December, 1930,
Mr. Menken tells why he favors recognition.

“An American Loan to Russia?’, by Miles M. Sherover.
New Republic, December 17, 1930.
An article suggesting a large American loan to pay
for imports of materials from the United States.

“Pros and Cons of Soviet Recognition,” by Paul D. Crav-
ath. Foreign Affairs, January, 1931.

Wheat

“The Russian Bear in the Wheat Pit,” by Vera Micheles
Dean. The New Republic, Oc¢tober 15, 1930.

“Russian Wheat and Soviet Farming,” by Professor Alzada
Comstock. Review of Reviews, November, 1930.
A review of the agricultural situation Iin Russia,
describing visits to State farms.

“Russia and the United States in the World’s Wheat Mar-
ket,” by C. F. Marbut. The Geographical Review, Jan-
uary, 1931.

Dr. Marbut, who attended the Soil Science Congress
in the U. S. 8. R. last summer, discusses scientifically
the natural conditions for growing wheat in Russia,
and describes the development of large-scale farming.

The Engineers' Trial

“The Moscow Trial,” by Louis Fischer. The Nation, Janu-
ary 14, 1931.

An account of the engineers’ trial by an eye-witness.

“The Soviet Union,” by Edgar S. Furniss. Current His-
tory, January, 1931.
An Interpretation of the recent treason trial.

Various

“No Unemployment in Russia,” by Peter Fireman. New
Freeman, October 15, 1930.

“Grasshoppers, Soldiers and Silk Weavers,” by Anna Louise
Strong. Atlantic Monthly, November, 1930.

Walting in Tashkent to accompany the troops to

the annual change of posts in the high Pamirs, Miss
Strong observes life in Soviet Central Asia.

“Meet the Smiths of Russia,” by Helen Christine Bennett.
McCall’s, December, 1930.
First-hand Information on women in Soviet Russia,
in factories, farm communities and among the intelli-
gentsia.

“Two American Boys in the U. S. S. R.,” by David and
Robin Kinkhead, beginning in the New Republic of
December 24, 1930.

A series of letters from two American boys who
worked their way to Russia and got jobs.

“Going to School in Russia,” by Ferdinanda W. Reed, Na-
tion, December 31, 1930.

An account of a Soviet experiment in relating the

child’s education to its daily life under Dr. Schatsky.

“Russia Revisited,” by Ferdinanda W, Reed, New Freeman,
December 31, 1930.
A medical student under the Soviets described.

“Gipsy Twilight,” by Maurice Hindus.
Asia, February, 1931.
An account of the transformation of the gipsies un-
der the Soviet Government.
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Books and Pamphlets About the U.S. S. R. in the English Language

Ten Days that Shook the World, by John Reed. Inter-
national Publishers, New York.

Russia in 1919, by Arthur Ransome.
New York, 1919.

The Bullitt Mission to Russia. Testimony before the
Committee on Foreign Relations, United Statcs
Senate, of Wm. C. Bullitt. B. W. Huebsch, N. Y. 1919.

Russian-American Relations, March, 1917-March, 1920,
Documents and Papers, Compiled and Edited by C.
K. Cumming and Walter W. Pettit. Harcourt,
Brace and Howe, New York, 1920.

Fighting Without a War, An Account of Military Inter-
vention in North Russia, by Ralph Albertson, Har-
court, Brace and Howe, New York, 1920.

The Russian Workers’ Republic, by H. N. Brallsford.
Harper and Brothers, New York, 1921,

Through the Russian Revolution, by Albert Rhys Wil-
liams. Boni and Liveright, New York, 1921,

The Russian Soviet Republic, by Edward A. Ross. The
Century Co., New York, 1923.

The First Time in History, by Anna Louise Strong.
Boni and Liveright, New York, 1924.

New Constitution of the Soviet Union. Soviet Union
Information Bureau, Washington, 1924.

The Cooperative Movement in Russia, by Elsie T. Blanc.
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1924.

Leon Trotsky: Problems of Life. George Doran Co.,
New York, 1925; Literature and Revolution, Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1925; Lenin. Min-
ton Balch & Co., New York, 1925; Whither Russia?
International Publishers, New York, 1926,

The New Theatre and Cinema in Russia, by Huntl:
Carter. International Publishers, New York, 1925.

Education in Soviet Russia, by Scott Nearing. Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1926.

Broken Earth, by Maurice Hindus. International Pul-
lishers, New York, 1926.

0il Imperialism—The International Struggle for Pec-
troleum, by Louis Fischer, International Publishers,
New York, 1926.

Anti-Soviet Forgeries, A Record of Some of the Forged
Documents Used at Several Times Against the
Soviet Government. Workers’ Publications, Ltd,,
London, England, 1927.

Modern Russian Composers, by Leonid Sabaneyef. Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1927.
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Tadjikistan
By BoORIS PILNYAK

In October, November and December, 1930, the Moscow “Izvestia”’ published a series
of articles on Tadjikistan by Boris Pilnyak, the novelist. As these articles have not only
a certain literary charm but also a substance of much interest, we are publishing a partial
translation of them for the readers of the Soviet Union Review. Since lack of space pre-
vents their publication in full, some liberty has been taken in cutting and rearranging the
text in translation. A

Tadjikistan is the seventh and youngest of the Soviet Republics. It embraces the
country known formerly as Eastern Bokhara, and the Pamir plateau. It borders on Chi-
nese Turkestan, India and a corner of Afghanistan, and is traversed by the Tien-Shan range
o” the Himalaya mountains, with peaks rising eight thousand feet higher than any in the
Alps. Because of the inaccessibility of the high, hot valleys the mountain tribes have been
shut off almost completely from the outside world. Eastern Bokhara was formerly divided
for administrative purposes into nine feudal divisions ruled over by beks who gave an un-
certain fealty to the Emir of Bokhara—when they found it to their advantage. The real
power in the country was vested in the Tsarist garrisons. In 1926, the first Congress of
Soviets of Tadjikistan, was held and in 1929 the country, formerly included in the Uzbek
Republic, became a constituent republic in the Soviet Union.

During the past five years the land has been explored and is being opened up with great
rapidity. Geologists are finding a surprising mineral wealth and agriculturists already
have much cotton growing in the rich valleys and on the plateaus, between the mountains.

The Tadjiks are Mohammedans, but are not of the Sunnite branch found elsewhere in
Central Asia. They are in many cases Shiites, like the Persians, and between the two sects
s a perpetual feud of amazing ferocity and fanaticism. Many of the Tadjiks .are Ish-
maelites, a branch of the Shiite sect that acknowledges a supreme head in Bombay, India.
Because of the known fanaticism of these mountaineers, Enver Pasha, the famous Turk,
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Molotov Reports Progresé of Five-Year Plan

AT the opening session of the TSIK (Central
Executive Committee of the U. S. S. R.)
which was held in Moscow on January 4, Viache-
slav Molotov, Chairman of the Sovnarkom (Coun-
cil of People’s Commissars) reported on the
general economic, political and international situ-
ation. Extracts from his report follow:

Results of Two Years of the Five-Year Plan

“I shall begin by summing up the first two
years of the Five-Year Plan. The results of these
two years are particularly important because in
this period we have entered for the first time on
the carrying out of a definite economic plan over
a number of years—the Five-Year Plan.

“The results of the first two years of the plan
may best be judged by a comparison of the eco-
nomic tasks we set ourselves for that period with
their actual fulfillment. In this connection I will
take up four aspects of the plan only.

“First the question of our national income. Ac-
cording to the Five-Year Plan the national income
for the period that has elapsed was to increase to
58,300,000,000 rubles (over $30,000,000,000). As
a matter of fact the national income increased
in that period to 59,500,000,000 rubles.

“Second, industrial production. According to
the Five-Year Plan the gross production of indus-
try controlled by the Supreme Economic Council
was to amount to 29,300,000,000 rubles (over
$15,000,000,000) during the period under review.
The actual gross production of the industry of the
Supreme Economic Council during that period
amounted to 30,500,000,000 rubles, or 104 per
cent of the plan.

“Third, the question of capital investment in
the basic fund of the socialized sector (industry,
transport, State farms, collectives, ete.), which is
of special importance because on it hinges our
further economic growth. The figures show that
instead of 12,700,000,000 rubles ($6,426,200,000)
as projected by the plan, the actual capital invest-
ment for the two-year period amounted to 13,-
800,000,000 rubles (almost $7,000,000,000), or
109 per cent of the amount planned.

“Finally, the question of the national budget.
The Five-Year Plan provided that the budget for
the first two years should be 17,000,000,000 ru-
bles. The actual budget for the first two years
was 21,000,000,000 rubles ($10,815,000,000), or
24 per cent more than planned.

The Change in the Village

“Of especial significance is what has taken place
during these two years in the village—the most
backward section of our economic structure. The

trengl of the peasant masses toward socialism, the
turmn_g of the middle peasants into the road of
collectivization, is a fact of vast historical impor-
tgncg. This factor, which has recently become so
significant in the development of our country, has
prepared the way for a decisive change in the pol-
icy of the Soviet Government. N amely, the
change‘ from a policy of limiting the kulak ele-
ments in the village to a policy of liquidating the
kulaks as a class. This is the most important step
forward of the Soviet government since the Octo-
ber revolution. The building of socialism on the
basis of the industrialization of the country and
the liquidation of the kulak as a class on the foun-
dation of complete collectivization—these are the
;r.xain elements of Soviet policy at the present
ime,

Shortcomings

“But in spite of the successes we have achieved
in the first two years of the plan, there have also
been grave defects in our work which we must not
forget. The past economic year and also the just
completed so-called ‘special quarter’, that is, the
three last months of 1930, have brought out the
main defects in our economic work. It is enough
to point out that the control figures for 1929-30
and for the special quarter on the growth of in-
dustrial production were far from being com-
pletely fulfilled. The plan for lowering costs was
not completely carried out, either. It is true that
the requirements of the Five-Year Plan for a 21
per cent increase in industrial production were
surpassed, the actual increase having been 25 per
cent. But the control figures, which set a still
higher goal, were not reached. Our first duty is
to prevent this from happening in the present
year.

_ Control Figures for 1931

“In order to present more clearly the economic
picture for 1931 it is necessary to compare the
plans for next year with the results of the year
just passed. For this purpose I have selected two
phases: the national income and the State budget.
In 1930 our national income amounted to 35,000,-
000,000 rubles, ($18,035,000,000). The control
figures for 1931 provide that the income this year
shall be 49,000,000,000 rubles ($25,235,000,000)
or approximately the figure originally set for the
final year of the Five-Year Plan. This represents
an increase of 39 per cent over the national in-
come for last year, (although we have been care-
ful in our official decisions to use the formula ‘not
less than 35 per cent,” to be on the safe side).

“It is interesting to compare these figures with
the figures relating to the growth of the national
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income in pre-revolutionary times. In the thir-
teen-year period from 1900 ta 1913 the growth of
the national income of Tsarist Russia attained 39
per cent, or an average of 2.6 per cent a year.
“The session of the TSIK held in December
1929 voted a budget of 11,600,000,000 rubles. This
was increased by a billion rubles in the course of
the year. The budget now proposed for 1931 is
21,700,000,000 rubles ($11,175,500,000).

Industrial Development in 1931

“Last year capital investments in the socialized
sector (industry, transport and agriculture)
amounted to 9,771,000,000 rubles (over $5.000,-
000,000). Capital investments during 1931 will
amount to 17,017,000,000 rubles ($8,610,602,000),
which represents an increase of 74 per cent. The
lion’s share of capital investment will be in in-
dustry. Altogether, 7,465,000,000 rubles will be
invested in industrial undertakings, including elec-
trical stations—mainly in the metal, fuel, chem-
ical and building industries. Investments in elec-
trical power construction will be doubled—from
450,000,000 in 1930, to 900,000,000 rubles ($463,-
500,000).

“Intensified work will be carried on to complete
new industrial enterprises already under way, and
the value of the new industrial construction to be
completed during 1931 will be at least four billion
rubles (over two billion dollars). The impor-
tance of this figure may be gauged by the fact that
it is almost equal to the basic capital of the entire
census industry of Tsarist Russia in 1913.

“The 45 per cent increase in industrial produc-
tion planned for 1931 means that whereas in 1930
we doubled the pre-war production of large scale
industry, in 1931 the pre-war production will be
tripled. If we consider that an increase of 45 per
cent in the year’s industrial production is double
the increase originally set by the Five-Year Plan
for the third year, then the fulfillment of the new
program would mean the actual completion of the
Five-Year Plan in four years.

“The share of industry in the total yearly pro-
duction of industry and agriculture is also grow-
ing. Inthe second year of the Five-Year Plan the
proportion of industry in the total production of
the country was 67 per cent, and in 1931 it will
be 69 per cent.

Socialized Agriculture

“As a result of the growth of socialized agricul-
ture the share of the socialized sector in the na-
tional income is growing steadily, and from 75
per cent last year has increased to 82 per cent in
the present year. In 1931 the income from the
socialized sector of agriculture will exceed that
from the individual sector.

“It is planned to increase the 1930 seeded area
of 318,630,000 acres to 353,210,000 acres in 1931,
the bulk of the increase to be in the socialized
sector. By the end of 1930, 26 per cent of all peas-
ant households (over 6,000,000), were organized
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in collectives. The collectives have already been
aple to show a tremendous advantage over indi-
vidual peasant husbandry. In the rapidity of ex-
pansion of their seeded area and in their increased
yield the collectives already have a clear and un-
disputed advantage.

“Therefore the economic plan for 1931 pro-
vides for the uniting into collectives of at least
one-half of all the peasants. In such important
grain growing regions as the North Caucasus, the
Ukrainian steppe country, the Lower and Middle
Volga regions, we count on achieving complete
collectivization during the present year. In 1930
alone we more than doubled the goal for the whole
tive-year period in the extent of the seeded area
of the collectives. In 1931 we have set ourselves
the task of practically doubling the accomplish-
ments of last year. It is needless to say that this
also will have an important effect toward ac-
complishing the Five-Year plan in four years.

The Position of Labor

“Last year a new form of socialist competition
was developed—the ‘vstrechnie pyatiletka’—or
meeting the Five-Year Plan from below, which in
practice means the voluntary acceptance and car-
rying out by groups of workers of production
tasks even higher than those set by the plan. At
the bgginning of 1931 more than half of all the
working men and women had entered the ranks
of the ‘udarniki’ (shock troops). Socialist com-
petition and shock troops are also growing in the
State farms and collectives.

“A year ago we had over a million unemployed.
Now unemployment has been liquidated, and
moreover in a number of sections there is a short-
age even of unskilled labor. The successful intro-
duction of the seven-hour day is another index of
the improvement of the conditions of the work-
ers. In 1931 the seven-hour day will be extended
to all of the railroad workers and to ninety per
cent of the industrial workers. Wages will be
raised in 1931 by 6 per cent in industry and & per
cent in transport. Wages of skilled industrial
workers and brain workers will be raised as well
as those of the lower paid groups.

“Housing const on will be increased, the
special fund for improving living conditions will
be enlarged, sanitarium and rest home facilities
extended and the social insurance fund will
amount to 2,138,000,000 rubles ($1,101,070,000).

“With regard to the villages, and especially the
poor peasantry, the government pursues a policy
of increased State aid. During the recent period
this aid in the form of different types of exemp-
tions has been extended mainly to the collectives.

“The price policy of the Soviet government
forbids the increase of prices on industrial or ag-
ricultural products in State or Cooperative trade.
In 1931 this fact will have particular significance
in view of the fact that the manufacture of goods
for wide consumption will be greatly increased,
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as well as the entire retail trade turnover by the
Soviet Government. The increase in prices on
certain articles permitted to private traders was
carried out without violating the established norm
of supplies for the working population.”

Mr. Molotov then outlined the problems which
would have to receive special attention during
1931, namely: the fuel and metal industries;
transport; food and manufactured goods for the
home population; the spring sowing campaign;
training of technical workers for industry ; lower-
ing of production costs. He said that the com-
modity supply would be increased from 11,500,-
000,000 rubles in 1930 to 14,600,000,000 rubles
($7,321,900,000) in 1931, and the agricultural
products on the retail market would increase
about 25 per cent. Production costs are to be
lowered by 10 per cent in general industry, 11
per cent in the food industry, and 12 per cent in
construction.

The shortcomings in planning and management
were then discussed at some length by Mr.
Molotov who emphasized the need for more care-
ful planning in the future, and for eliminating
bureaucracy.

International Relations and Need for Peace

In conclusion, Mr. Molotov discussed the rela-
tions of the Soviet Union with other countries,
particularly with regard to trade, and the efforts
of the U. S. S. R., to maintain peace, and said in
part as follows: -

“During the past year our foreign trade, both
exports and imports, has continued to develop,
and we propose a further extension of our trade
with osher countries during 1931.

‘“While noting the growth of our foreign trade
as a whole, we must at the same time point out
that with certain countries our trade was pre-
vented from developing along normal lines dur-
ing the past year. When, instead of creating nor-
mal credit conditions, special hostile measures
have been taken with regard to Soviet exports,
that could not but be reflected in the cutting
down of our imports from those countries,

“But our relations with the majority of foreign
countries have in general progressed normally.
I do not wish to enumera w all the countries
to which this refers. But in any case our rela-
tions may be said to have developed along nor-
mal lines on the whole with Germany, Turkey,
Italy, England, Japan, Persia, Afghanistan, Au-
stria, Greece, and the Scandinavian and Baltic
countries. We also hope for a favorable outcome
of the Soviet-Chinese conference which should
carry to a conclusion the work of the Khabarovsk
conference.

“The interests of the U. S. S. R. are closely
bound up with the problem of strengthening
peaceful international relations. The representa-
tives of the Soviet Government on the prepara-
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tory commission, as is well known, thoroughly
and repeatedly expounded the position of the U. S.
S. R. on the question of peace. However, it is
also well known that the work of the preparatory
commission on disarmament led to no disarma-
ment whatever. The Soviet proposals for real
disarmament or at least a real reduction of arm-
aments, were rejected by the commission.

“The attention which is given in our country
to such questions as our economic plan is clear
evidence of the basic policy of the Soviet Govern-
ment toward the development of peaceful rela-
tions with other countries. Qur chief task is the
completion of the Five-Year Plan in four years.
We have all the conditions necessary for carrying
out this problem within the country. The in-
creased aggressiveness against the U. S. S. R.,
the preparations for an attack on the part of the
most extreme capitalistic circles and foreign gov-
ernments must be answered by the complete ful-
fillment of our economic plan for 1931, and still
more decisive steps by the Soviet Government to-
ward the strengthening of peace. The success
of our socialist construction and the strengthen-
ing of the defense of the Soviet Union are insep-
arably bound up with the further struggle to
consolidate peace, to strengthen the peaceful con-
ditions for the development of the U. S. S. R.
and other countries. We are firmly convinced
that the more successfully we push forward in
our work of socialist construction, in completing
the Five-Year Plan in four years, the more will
the cause of peace throughout the world be ad-
vanced.”

Financial Report

Following a report by Kuibyshev, chairman of
Gosplan (the State Planning Commission) on
detailed control figures in all branches for 1931,
G. T. Grinko, People’s Commissar for Finance,
gave an analysis of the State Budget and Unified
Financial Plan for 1931. The Unified Financial
Plan, totaling about $16,000,000,000, differs from
the budget in that it includes all the resources
of the financial and economic institutions of the
country. It covers almost two-thirds of the en-
tire national income of the Soviet Union, which is
expected to reach about $25,000,000,000 in 1931,
an increase of 35 per cent over last year. (For
a more detailed account of Grinko’s report see
the Economic Review of the Soviet Union for
February 1, 1931).

Tsikhon on Labor Problems

Measures for assuring the necessary labor
forces for industry and for the training of skilled
labor were outlined for the Central Executive
Committee by A. M. Tsikhon, People’s Commis-
sar for Labor. The first step in the direction of
providing an adequate supply of skilled labor, ac-
cording to Tsikhon, is the reorganization of the
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Labor Exchanges so as to include in their func-
tions the training of workers, the planning of the
distribution of labor and the finding of new labor
resources. .

“Now that unemployment no longer exists in
the Soviet Union” he explained, “any citizen de-
siring work has the opportunity to register im-
mediately on the labor exchange and receive work.
Directions have been given to the exchanges
either to furnish work within a few days or to
enroll the applicant in a course where he or she
may acquire the necessary qualifications.”

In 1929, according to Tsikhon’s report, there
were six million industrial workers in the U. S.
S. R., in 1930, 7,442,000, and there are expected
to be 8,888,000 in 1931. The total number of
hired workers in the Soviet Union was 14,000,000
in 1930, and will be increased to 16,000,000 dur-
ing the present year. Training is to be provided
for 1,300,000 skilled workers in 1931. The Nar-
komtrud (People’s Commissar for Labor) is mak-
ing a special study of industries where there is
a shortage of labor.

Methods of Training Skilled Labor

Tsikhon then described the different methods
whereby the workers would receive training.
Foremost of these will be Fabzavuches (factory
and shop schools), which will take in 800,000 new
students during 1931, making their total enroll-
ment 1,206,000. One hundred and eighteen thou-
sand students will be graduated from these
schools next spring in place of 44,000 last year,
Of the new students entering the fabzavuches
400,000 will be trained for industrial jobs, 140,-
000 for transport, 160,000 for building and 100,-
000 for agriculture.

A second method of providing skilled labor will
be that of promotion to higher skilled jobs within
the various enterprises, for which special courses
have been established for adult workers on the
job. Through this method 600,000 highly skilled
workers will be provided. Another 200,000 will
be trained in special courses organized by the
government in connection with the Supreme Eco-
nomic Council, for jobs in certain ‘narrow
places” (as the Russians call weak spots) in the
industrial structure. Upwards of 350,000 work-
ers will be trained under the Narkomtrud in
courses following methods worked out in the Cen-
tral Labor Institute. This is a scientific institute
in Moscow where labor processes are carefully
studied in connection with their physiological ef-
fect on the workers, and the student trained in
more efficient methods of work.

Every effort is to be made to bring the train-
ing close to the jobs in order to avoid duplication
and waste effort. Thus construction workers are
to be trained on the job, agricultural workers on
the State farms and collectives, and industrial
courses are held at the factories.
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Striking efforts are being made to rationalize
the whole labor problem in every possible way.
Special attention is to be given this year to the
problem of seasonal workers, of whom there are
expected to be upwards of ten million this year
in construction, lumber, agriculture and other
branches. The Narkomtrud is working out plans
for seasonal laborers to be given permanent jobs,
by so planning construction work, for instance,
that outside work shall be done in summer and
inside work in winter. The need for better hous-
ing and social conditions for seasonal workers is
being provided for.

Another important point emphasized by Tsik-
hon was the need to make use of local populations
for local jobs. If, in the past, Kaluga, say, has
been known for its good carpenters, the tendency
has been to send to Kaluga for carpenters, even
for work a thousand miles away. In the future
the possibilities of the local population are to be
thoroughly investigated before applications for
workers are sent elsewhere. This is to be espe-
cially applied in connection with the national mi-
norities in each region. Since so many thousands
of workers have to be trained, Tsikhon pointed
out, it will be far more economical to train them
in their own locality.

More Jobs for Women

The problem of finding more workers is to be
solved partly by attracting more women into in-
dustry. It is hoped that no less than 1,600,000
women shall be drawn into productive work this
year. In order to make it possible for women
who have been engaged in housework to enter
upon some type of constructive activity, the num-
ber of day nurseries, kindergartens, laundries,
dining rooms and so on are to be greatly in-
creased. This is to be one of the main jobs of
the Narkomtrud and its branches during the
coming year. The villages are to be combed for
surplus labor, and a careful accounting is to be
made of the workers in collectives, so that any
slack caused by the introduction of machinery and
more efficient methods may be immediately taken
up in some branch of the economic structure
where labor is short.

Of exceptional interest were the steps described
by Tsikhon to rationalize all labor processes to
the utmost, to strengthen labor discipline, and to
improve the measures for the protection of labor,
and above all, living conditions. Narkomtrud has
taken over sixteen of the largest enterprises in
Moscow, Leningrad and the Don Basin, where all
of these measures are to be applied until the most
satisfactory results are achieved. Then these fac-
tories will be used as models and as fast as pos-
sible the measures worked out in them will be
applied throughout industry. This applies not
only to actual conditions on the job, where the
scientific methods worked out in the Central
Labor Institute will be applied, but to the home
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conditions of the workers as well. Tsikhon dwelt
at great length on the necessity of raising the
living and cultural standards of the workers as
an essential phase of the whole problem of the
correct organization of labor and economic use
of labor resources. Special attention will be
given, too, to the problem of better care of the
machinery, as well as insuring its carrying the
maximum load, and the training of skilled mech-
anics is one of the points most emphasized in the
program for training the cadres.

The appropriation for the protection of labor in
1931 will be $78,430,000, as against $51,500,000
last year. Over $500,000,000 will be spent on
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housing (twice as much as last year); almost
a quarter of a billion dollars on improving liv-
ing conditions (also twice as much as last year)
and the social insurance budget amounts to over
$1,000,000,000. Public services of all kinds are
to be improved, health and rest home privileges
extended, and cultural opportunities increased.

In conclusion Tsikhon discussed plans for in-
creasing wages and for providing special rewards
to those workers doing the best work and remain-
ing longest on the job. He also said that vigorous
measures would be taken to enforce the principle
of single management and individual responsi-
bility in all Soviet enterprises.

The Food Supply Improves

HE food situation in the Soviet Union during

the past year has been extremely difficult;
but towards the close of 1930 after the abundant
harvest a considerable improvement was notice-
able. Every endeavor is being made to attain still
greater success in this respect throughout the cur-
rent year, and far-reaching measures are being
undertaken to insure an adequate food supply.
Last year the almost total absence of animal prod-
ucts, ag well as the bad sugar-beet and sunflower-
seed harvest contributed to a great extent to the
general shortage of food products. Such impor-
tant branches of the industry as that of sugar
and oil pressing showed a drop in production of
35.9 per cent and 7.6 per cent respectively below
that of 1928-29. Production, however, increased
considerably in other branches of the food indus-
try; for instance, there was an increase of 70.2
per cent in the canning industry. .

Food Resources Increased

With the growth in the movement for the col-
lectivization of agriculture during the past year,
the sources of food supply were increased. The
achievements in the industrial field, together with
the tremendous development of collectivization
have provided a sufficiently sound basis to insure
a fundamental change in the food industry. The
improvement which set in last autumn gained
considerable impetus during the “shock’ quarter
(October-December, 1930), resulting in a hith-
erto unheard of upward development in the sup-
ply of foodstuffs.

The total output of the food industry in 1929-30
under the control of the Commissariat for Trade
equalled 2,531,000,000 rubles ($1,303,465,000),
whereas the program for the “shock” quarter set
the output at 1,498,200,000 rubles ($758,089,200),
or 60 per cent of the actual production for the
whole of 1929-30 and 183 per cent in excess of

production for the same period (October-Decem-
ber) in 1928-29.

As a result of the good sugar-beet harvest the
production of granulated sugar will be double that
of last year and 6 per cent over the record of pre-
war years,

Meat and Vegetables

According to a recent report by Mikoyan, Peo-
ple’s Commissar for Supplies, there have been
organized in the U. S. S. R. since December, 1929,
128 cattle farms, stocked with 1,012,000 cows,,
116 sheep farms with 2,680,000 head of sheep, 380
hog farms with 177,000 pigs, and a number of
smaller stock-breeding farms with a total of 386,-~
000 cows, 456,000 pigs, and 218,000 sheep. During
1931 it is proposed to increase the number of cows
on State farms to 2,800,000, of pigs to 1,900,000,
and of sheep to 4,400,000, while the workers on
cooperative farms are expected to raise 1,330,000
pigs.

A number of practical measures have been
taken to improve the work of the fruit and vege-
table trusts, and to stimulate the growth of truck
farms in suburban districts.

The Fish Catch

Similar gains have been recorded in the fish
industry and when returns are available for the
special quarter (October-December), the increase
is expected to be 120 per cent over that for the
same period in 1928-29. But even a gain of such
dimensions has been achieved without fully ex-
ploiting the entire possibilities of the fish catch
in the Soviet Union. Through organization and
the introduction of improved methods the fish
catch is expected to improve from year to year,
so that by the end of the five-year period it wilk
be the largest in the world. Considerable sums
are being allocated for the construction of trawl-
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ers and other boats to enlarge the fishing fleet
and also to provide the necessary housing and
other cultural requirements in the various fishing
centers. The fisheries under the control of the
United Fishing Industry are scheduled to total
841 bv Januaryv 1, 1932, as against 379 on Janu-
ary 1, 1930. Factories are being built for the de-
velopment of fish canning in all its branches.

Production of Fats

The production of fats is still far from adequate
and although an increase of 22.4 per cent was set
as the minimum program for the special quarter,
the supply will not be sufficient to relieve the situ-
ation. In 1930 the area under sunflower seed was
increased, but the drought had such a disastrous
effect upon the crop that the harvest did not ex-
ceed that of 1929. Hence, the increase in the
preparation of vegetable oils during the “shock”
quarter has been mainly dependent on cotton,
flax and hemp seed oils. The area under soy
beans, sunfiowers and other oil producing crops is
to be increased this year with the object of pro-
viding oils and fats in sufficlent quantities. Im-
proved technique is to be substituted for the
wasteful primitive methods that are still em-
ployed in the oil pressing industry. Factories
have been planned for the manufacture of fats
such as margarine and compounds of animal and
vegetable fats of high nutriment value. Already
two new factories produced 3,000 tons of mar-
garine during the shock quarter, while the pro-
gram for this year sets production at 60,000 tons.
Eight more margarine factories are scheduled for
completion before the end of this year. Six new
oil pressing plants will shortly be completed and
work begun on the construction of thirteen others.

Program for 1931

The year 1931 marks a considerable upward
drive in the development of the food industry
generally as may be seen from the following table,
which indicates the increases scheduled by the
Commissariat for Trade in the main branches of
the industry:

1930 1931

Granulated Sugar ........1,736,600 2,526.800  (tons)
Vegetable Fats ... 333.300 486,100 *
Flour ... 5,904,300 9,130.590
Grits ... 581.100 839.200
Confectionery Branch .. 266,600 590,000
Fish Catch .. 1,537,000 2,202,000
Preserved and

Canned Goods.......... 237,700,000 680,000,000 (11b. cans)
Canned Fish............... 84,000,000 135,000,000 “ <« *

These figures refer only to the growth of that
section of the food industry under the control of
the Commissariat for Trade. In addition, quite
a large amount is produced by the cooperatives.
The preliminary production figures for the coop-
eratives for this current year are: granulated
sugar, 170,900 tons; vegetable fats, 17,000 tons;
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margarine, 54,300 tons; canned goods, 101.4 mil-
lion cans; confectionery branch, 150,000 tons.

Technical Methods To Be Improved

In order to carry out these programs not only
must the available supply of raw products be in-
creased considerably, but technical methods
should be radically improved, while a vast amount
of new construction work and equipment will be
necessary. The old plants still in use stand in
need of new equipment on modern lines and new,
up-to-date plants should be built in districts con-
venient to those sections of the Soviet Union
which are being extensively developed at the
present time.

Only 70 per cent of the 637,250,000 rubles
($328,837,600), assigned for capital construction
for the food industry in 1929-30, was used. Sev-
eral causes may be cited for this failure to accom-
plish last year’s program, such as shortage both
of materials and of skilled labor, delay in drafting
plans and bad organization. In order to make
good these deficiencies the sum appropriated for
the “shock” quarter equalled 30 per cent of the
investments for the entire fiscal year 1929-30, or
130,000,000 rubles (over $65,000,000).

The Soviet machine-building industry and plan-
ning organizations are mainly responsible for the
fulfillment of the program for capital construc-
tion in the food industry. Recent re-grouping
and subdivision of the basic branches of the in-
dustry should result in more effective work and
less delay in carrying out plans. Organizations
in charge of building plans are to receive every
assistance in securing first-class specialists and
if necessary technical assistance from abroad will
be provided.

The machine-building industry is expected to
keep pace with the growth of the food industry.
In pre-war times the major part of the equipment
requited for food factories was imported from
abroad. At the present time, despite the tre-
mendous growth of the machine-building indus-
try, comparatively little attention has been paid
to providing for the needs of the food industry,
mainly because the demand was insignificant.
But now production of equipment is to be speeded
up to meet the requirements of the various new
branches of the food industry. Machinery and
equipment never used in the country before are
necessary to equip the new oil and fat manufac-
turing enterprises, the canning and preserving
industry, and to provide motors for the fishing
fleet and apparatus for the poultry industry and
similar new developments.

In conclusion, reference must be made to the
great necessity of providing suitable skilled work-
ers and to this end the food industry intends to
start immediately to train workers at the various
factories and make it possible for the most tal-
ented workers to get a thorough training in
foreign technical institutes.
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the U. S. S. R. The rank and file women workers
are taking increasingly active part in the produc-
tion problems of industry, and have contributed
a number of inventions which have helped to
simplify industrial processes and reduce costs.

Women in the Government

Through the “delegates’ meetings” many
thousands of women are prepared annually to
take an active part in government work. The
delegates meetings are really citizenship schools.
One out of every twenty-five working women and
one out of every hundred peasant women are
elected annually as “women’s delegates.” They
attend regular courses in which they learn about
the structure and operation of the Soviet Govern-
ment, their rights as women citizens, and many
;)_tfher practical matters touching their day to day
ife.

Each woman delegate is attached to a section of
the local Soviet, health department, cooperative,
or other government or social body for practical
experience to prepare her to hold elective posi-
tions, and as a result increasing numbers of
women are elected each year to the village and city
Soviets and to the Central Executive Committee,
the highest government body in the country. Sev-
eral thousand working and peasant women are
presidents of village and city Soviets.

Women in Science and Literature

Many women’s names are to be found on the
rosters of the scientific research institutes as di-

Millions

HE output of Gosizdat (the State Publishing

Company), the chief publishing house of the
Soviet Union, publishing more than half of all the
books in the U. S. S. R., was increased by 50 per
cent in 1929, The original plan for 1930 provided
for an increase of one-third more, but the demand
for books grew to such an extent during the year
as the. drive of the Five-Year Plan aroused in
growing numbers of the population a desire to
increase their knowledge and skill, that the actual
increase in books was far greater than this and
almost half a billion books were published. The
need to satisfy the growing demand led last sum-
mer to the concentration of all State publishing
concerns under a central coordinating organiza-
tion known as “OGIZ” (the initials for the Rus-
sian title meaning “The United Book and Maga-
zine Publishing Company), and of all distribution
under an organization known as “Knigocenter.”

Books for the Masses

School books constitute half of the output of
Gosizdat. The next largest item is what is known
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rectors of departments and special laboratory
workers. To mention a few of them: V. 1. Gle-
bova, member of the administration of the Insti-
tute of Applied Mineralogy; M. A. Aragomirova,
head of the chemical laboratory of the Central
Peat Station; O. S. Prokhorova, head of the scien-
tific experimental bureau of the Central Institute
of the Textile Industry; M. P. Sadovnikova, direc-
tor of the psychological department of the Insti-
tute of Experimental Biology; Z. V. Ermoleva,
chief assistant of the Bio-chemical Institute; O.
P. Molchanova, of the staff of the Experimental
Dietetics Institute. This list could be multiplied
indefinitely from the faculties of the universities
and higher technical institutions.

In literature the names of Lydia Seifullina,
Vera Inber, Zinaida Rikhter, Alexandra Kollon-
tay, L. Kopylova, Maria Ershova, G. Serebria-
ko . Smirnova, Anna Karavayeva, and a
number of others are well known.

In the field of adult education Nadezhda Krup-
skaya (Lenin’s widow) and V. N. Yakovleva have
held important positions for many years. V. N.
Yakovleva is now People’s Commissar of Finance
for the R. S. F. S. R. (Soviet Russia proper).
She was formerly Assistant People’s Commisar
for Education and head of the Vocational Educa-
tional Department.

In the field of journalism M. I. Ulianova, E. E.
Frumkina and T. Artiukhina are outstanding
names. Throughout the country there are 20,000
women worker and peasant correspondents.

of Books

as the “mass book”—a sort of primer for the
public in which the questions of the day are set
forth in simple language for the workers and
peasants. These are the instruments through
which the government puts over its campaign for
“liquidating illiteracy,” for increasing the seeded
area, getting in the harvest, selling grain to the
government, organizing collective farms, and so
on. For the past two years these books have
dealt mostly with the various aspects of the Five-
Year Plan, explaining it to the people, and bring-
ing them into active participation. In the first
part of 1930 Gosizdat had already published over
a hundred books on the Five-Year Plan, and dis-
tributed fifteen million copies. During the past
year this number has been multiplied many times.
This so-called mass literature includes books for
every type of reader from material for the organ-
izers and instructors of the plan to the barely
literate readers. It includes material about the
plan as a whole, and about the plan as affecting
every separate branch of the life of the country.
Over a million copies of books were devoted last
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year to summing up the results of the first year
of the Five-Year Plan and to explaining the con-
trol figures for 1929-30. In the spring sowing
campaign of 1930, Gosizdat alone issued over
twenty-five million books, whereas the preceding
year all the publishing houseg together issued only
2,200,000. Most of this literature came from the
presses in January and February so that it
reached the most far away sections of the Soviet
Union well in advance of the actual sowing season.

Not only has the circulation of masg books been
increased to such an extent in the past few years
that it is a common occurrence to have their cir-
culation run into millions of copies, but efforts
have been made to bring the masses of the people
themselves into closer contact with the actual pub-
lishing, with the idea of bringing the material
nearer to their needs. Thus Gosizdat has created
“Workers’ Editorial Councils” which disc nd
criticize not only books already published; but
manuscripts. Meetings are held to discuss books,
manuscripts are read aloud to groups of workers
and peasants for their criticism, and book exhibi-
tions are held in the factories and villages. The
number of book stands selling books directly in
the factories has been greatly increased in the
past year or two.

Educational Books

The present Five-Year Plan for education has
gone far beyond the original estimates. By 1932
universal compulsory primary education will be
in force. The number of higher séhools will be
greatly increased as well. All this means many
millions of new school books.

In 1928 two and a half million books were pub-
lished for the “likbez” schools—the schools where
the adults “liquidate their illiteracy.” In 1929
ten million were published for this purpose, and
double that number will be issued during the pres-
ent year.

In 1928, 15,500,000 school books for children
were published; in 1929, 21,000,000, and a still
greater number in 1930. The problem of training
new specialists for industry and agriculture has
put an additional task on Gosizdat. In 1929 the
output of textbooks for specialists was increased
by 25 per cent and last year it was increased again
two and a half times. Coincident with the growth
of schools has been a growth of correspondence
courses of every variety. In the first part of 1930
over a half million persons were enrolled in cor-
respondence courses, which has meant the issu-
ance of still another type of book. The circula-
tion of scientific books goes into tens of thousands
in a short period. Such books as “A Course in
Elementary Mechanics,” “Road Building,” “Auto-
mobiles and Their Operation,” “Differential and
Integral Calculus” and others of like nature are
gobbled up as soon as they come from the presses.
There is a particularly great demand for books
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on questions of industrial agriculture, on the or-
ganization of collectives and State farms, and
on the use of new types of agricultural machinery.

The Campaign for Cheaper Books

One of the main concerns of the Gosizdat is
to decrease the price of books, and they have suc-
ceeded in lowering prices by more than twenty-five
per cent during the past two years. The “Cheap
Library” published by Gosizdat is a step in this
direction. In 1929 they published in this edition,
costing 50 kopeks (25 cents) apiece, thirty-four
titles of Soviet and foreign classics and modern
literature, a number of books on social and eco-
nomic questions and a number of books for chil-
dren.

In 1930 arrangements were started for the re-
organization of the entire printing industry
through the replacement of old equipment and
the building of an enormous new printing plant,
as well as two new sections of the main existing
plant. This, in connection with the concentration
of publishing under one central organization, will
make it possible to further lower the cost of

books.
Graphic Art in Books

A growing number of Soviet artists are being
attracted to work in the field of books not only as
illustrators but in planning the entire format—
the paper, the printing and the binding. Chil-
dren’s books have had special attention in the
past, but the new primers and readers for adults
are now coming out as gaily illustrated as the
books for children. Photography is also becoming
increasingly popular as a method of book illustra-
tion. In addition to the millions of copies of cheap
editions of the classics and of modern literature
distributed widely throughout the Soviet Union,
many beautiful editions of the classics have been
published and more are in preparation. Classical
scholars have been assisting in the preparation of
the literary giants of the past—Tolstoy, Dosto-
yevsky, Tchekhov, Turgeniev, and others —in
editions containing much hitherto unpublished
material, and a number of the foremost Soviet
artists are engaged in the illustration and decora-
tion of books of this type.
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Invalid Labor in the
U.S. S. R.

CCORDING to a rather rough estimate, there
A are in the U. S. S. R. about two million per-
sons who have been disabled as a result of war,
accident or birth. While many of them have
found employment and are making a living in-
dependently, the overwhelming majority depend
upon the State for their maintenance and large
sums are spent annually by the Social Insurance
Department in pensions to invalids.

There are quite a number of invalids’ cooper-
atives operating under State sanction and receiv-
ing special aid in the form of reduced rents, ex-
emptions from taxes, and so on. Some of these
cooperatives organize small factories or shops,
some engage in trade, some hire themselves out
for special types of labor. In general, however,
while the problem of general unemployment ex-
isted, little attention was paid to finding useful
occupation for invalids. Now that the country
is actually experiencing an acute labor shortage,
the government has turned its attention to this
problem and some effective methods have already
been worked out for absorbing a considerable
number of the invalids in factory and other em-
ployment.

In order that the invalids may be employed to
the best advantage, both as regards their own
health and the utilization of their labor, a Cen-
tral Institue of Invalid Labor has been created
in Moscow for the special purpose of studying
the labor processes where invalid labor may be
used, and the physiological and psychological ef-
fects on the invalid observed. The Institute is
also to keep statistics of the various classes of
invalids in the country and to devise the best
means of employing them. It will study the de-
gree of fatigue to which invalids are subjected
during work in order that their hours of work
and the conditions under which they work may
be so adjusted as to avoid all injury to their
health. Every possible aspect of the problem of
invalid labor will come within the scope of the
Institute. The Institute is establishing its own
experimental shops where the various problems
affecting invalid labor will be solved practically.

In addition to this experimental work, the In-
stitute will also train invalids for the various
labor processes found suitable for them, in indus-
try, agriculture and industrial production artels.
This training will be carried on partly in its own
shops, and partly in the factories and farms
where it is proposed to use the invalids’ labor. A
special branch of the Instiute is devoted to train-
ing invalids for certain branches of farm labor.
For this purpose a State farm completely
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equipped with modern machinery has been turned
over for the special use of the Institute.

Considering that of the two million invalids
in the country no less than 1,700,000 are believed
to be capable of one form of work or another,
the importance of the Institute in the educational
and industrial system is self-evident.

Conditions of the Blind

There are 235,000 blind men and women in
the U. S. S. R. For their assistance the Soviet
Government and social agencies have appropri-
ated special funds to extend the number of med-
ical aid stations, to open special schools for the
blind and to give them employment.

At the present time there are 380 trades in
which the blind are employed with beneficial re-
sults both for themselves and for the trade. In
the “Emos” electrical motor factory in Moscow,
for example, 260 blind workers are employed,
some of them carrying on highly skilled jobs.
There are also a number of collective farms and
agricultural communes employing blind men and
women.

Many of the blind have been given an oppor-
tunity to receive a university education and some
of them occupy chairs in the higher schools and
universities of the country.

Two special magazines are published for the
blind in addition to various other literature of a
scientific, political and general nature.

It is proposed to start a magazine for the blind
in Esperanto for the purpose of establishing con-
nections with organizations of the blind abroad,
and plans are under way for the convocation of
an international congress of the blind in Moscow.

Industrializing the
Tundra

T HE process of industrializing the Soviet Union
has penetrated even to such remote and wild
regions as the tundra of the far North.

The tundra covers a territory equal in size to
two or three European countries and contains in-
exhaustible natural wealth. The population is
made up mainly of Samoyeds and Zyrians, whose
chief occupation is reindeer raising. From time
immemorial the reindeer industry of the tundra
has been carried on in the most primitive possible
way. Each year innumerable reindeer perish of
every kind of disease, or of starvation, or are
killed by wild beasts. In some years upwards of
25 per cent of the reindeer herds die of epidemics.

At the present time special attention is being
directed toward developing the reindeer industry
of the Northern tundra. Reindeer collectives have
been organized, and large State farms for rein-
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deer raising are being established. A huge rein-
deer State farm with 75,000 reindeer is already
in operation. The reindeer are divided up into
herds of several thousand each with each unit
having its own “zoo-technicians,” veterinaries,
herdsmen and so on. In different parts of the
tundra bases are being developed with houses for
the workers, slaughter yards, refrigerators and
warehouses.

Extensive scientific work is being carried on
to improve the reindeer industry. Experiments
are being made in the selection of food grasses
and pasture. Concrete plans are being worked
out for the construction of zoo-technical stations,
veterinary laboratories and experimental points.

The industrialization of the tundra is opening
up wide prospects. In a number of places enter-
prises are growing up built along the lines of
production “combinats.” In Ust-Usa, for in-
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stance, a canning factory is in operation which
produces upwards of two million cans a year.
In Komi oblast a chamois factory is projected,
with a capacity of from 120 to 150,000 skins. This
enterprise will unite all of the chamois handicraft
industries in the region.

Along with the main articles produced—cha-
mois and meat—a number of other manufactories
are being organized, among them glue, casings,
albumen, and iron preparations. The Five-Year
Plan provides for the establishment of a large
number of enterprises in the tundra for the work-
ing up of local products.

In connection with the industrialization of the
tundra, the fish and fur industry, which are ex-
tensively developed among the Samoyeds and
Zyrians, are also receiving attention. A special
State farm “combinat” embracing these two
branches has already been organized.

Soviet Statement on Disarmament Conference

N view of the discussion now taking place on
the question of the chairmanship, time and

place of the Disarmament Conference, the diplo-
matic representatives of the U. S. S. R. in Great
Britain, Germany, Italy, Norway, Persia, Poland,
France and Japan have made the following identic
oral statement to the Foreign Ministers of those
countries:

“In accordance with the decision of the ma-
jority of members of the Preparatory Disarma-
ment Commission, the Council of the League of
Nations will probably take up at its next session
the question of settling the time and place for
calling the Disarmament Conference and the ap-
pointment of the chairman of the conference. In
the opinion of the Soviet Government, the confer-
ence may have an international significance be-
cause on the results of this conference may hinge
to a considerable degrge the question of the pro-
longation and consolidation of peace or of a
new and destructive war. The Soviet Government
has repeatedly expressed itself to the effect that
under existing conditions the only guarantee of
peace would be disarmament, or at least the max-
imum reduction of armaments.

“It introduced draft conventions along these
lines in the Preparatory Disarmament Commis-
sion, and will again present them for consideration
by the conference itself. This is evidence of the
special interest of the Soviet Union in the suec-
cess of the conference, and of its readiness to
take the most active part in the work of the con-
ference. In the opinion of the Soviet Govern-
ment, a successful outcome of the conference is
possible only on the basis of guaranteeing com-

plete equality to all participants in the conference
—both great and small powers.

“The Soviet Government is forced to state,
however, that this equality was violated in the
Preparatory Disarmament Commission with re-
gard to the Soviet delegation not only by the de-
cisions of the commission itself, but mainly by
the obviously partial conduct of the chairman of
the commission. In the minutes of the commis-
sion not a few proofs of that statement may be
found. It required special restraint and patience
on the part of the Soviet delegation, and also g
consciousness of the tremendous importance with
which the question of disarmament is invested by
its government, to keep from withdrawing from
the commission because of the tactlessness and
rudeness of its chairman. The fact that the
chairman of the commission represents a State
which for fourteen years has refused to carry on
normal relations with the Soviet Union and so,
deprived of reliable sources of information about
the Soviet Union, has been subject to more preju-
dices against the U. S. S. R. than other capitalistic
countries, undoubtedly explains his conduct.

“On this basis, the Soviet Government deems
that all members of the conference without excep-
tion should participate in the election, and that
the chairman should therefore be appointed not
by a group of powers, nor by an organization to
which some of the participants of the conference
do not belong, but by a plenary session of the
conference itself. The Soviet Government pro-
poses that no representative of a government
which has already occupied a definitely negative
position in regard to disarmament at the Pre-
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paratory Commission should be elected as the
chairman, and hence the leader of such an im-
portant world conference. Neither does the So-
viet Government deem that the representative
of any government having war industries so de-
veloped as to be of international significance and
hence having an economic interest in the main-
tenance and increase of armaments should be
eligible as chairman, nor the representative of
any government not pursuing normal relations
with all countries participating in the conference.

“It ig a self-evident fact that no person known
for his public statements or his prejudices against
this or that government should be elected as
chairman of the conference.

“Furthermore, in order to carry on their work
successfully, all the participants must be guar-
anteed the peaceful conditions necessary to con-
centrate on the problems before the conference.
Such conditions were to a considerable extent
denied the Soviet delegation in the Preparatory
Commission due to the hostile atmosphere cre-
ated around it by the Geneva press and local
anti-Soviet organizations, among which must be
included the well-known international organiza-
tion engaged in preparing for intervention against
the U. S. S. R., at the head of which is Ober,
patron of the assassin of the Soviet diplematic
representative, Vorovsky. The prejudices and
misconceptions about the U. S. S. R. are naturally
stronger in those countries which have no repre-
sentatives in the Soviet Union and are therefore
deprived of authentic information about it and
rely exclusively on irresponsible journalists for
their information.

“The Soviet Government therefore proposes
that the disarmament conference should be held
in a country which has normal relations with all
governments participating in the conference.”
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Resolution on Return of
«Polar-Bear Dead”

N the summer of 1929 the “Veterans of Foreign
Wars” applied to the People’s Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs in Moscow, through Boris E.
Skvirsky, head of the Soviet Union Information
Bureau in Washington, D. C., for permission to
send a delegation to arrange for the location, ex-
huming and return of the bodies of former Amer-
ican soldiers, the so-called “Polar-Bear Dead,” in
the Archangel-Murmansk district of the Soviet
Union. Permission was granted and arrange-
ments made. The delegation arrived in the Soviet
Union in August, 1921, and with the help of So-
viet authorities successfully performed the mis-
sion of returning the bodies of the American sol-
diers to the United States.

At the national convention of the “Veterans of
Foreign Wars,” held in September, 1930, a reso-
lution was passed extending thanks to the Soviet
Union for the assistance rendered the delegation.
The resolution of the convention, follows:

WHEREAS, the Veterans of Foreign Wars
presented to the Soviet Republic a plan to
bring back the bodies of 125 of our comrades
who were buried in forgotten, desolate Si-
beria and northern Russia, and after secur-
ing the approval of the Soviet Republic to
this plan submitted it to our own govern-
ment, who approved the plan and furnished
the necessary appropriation and graves reg-
istration experts, who under the supervision
of a commission of Veterans of Foreign Wars
officials and of men from the State of Michi-
gan did the actual work of finding, identify-
ing and preserving the bodies; and

WHEREAS, the bodies were returned to this
country by the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
and the said Soviet Republic handled a most
delicate problem with great tact, courtesy,
and fairness, and the Soviet Republic gave
every assistance and fullest cooperation:

Therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by the Thirty-first National

Encampment, Veterans of Foreign Wars of

the United States, That we express our

thanks and appreciation to the Soviet Re-
public for the help given that made possible
the return of the bodies of the Michigan

Polar Bear veterans to this country, where

an American burial could be given to them

with full honors of war in American soil,
and that this resolution be forwarded
through the Secretary of State, Washington,

D. C., with the request that its contents be

appropriately communicated to the Union of

Socialist Soviet Republics, provided such ac-

tion is not inconsistent with the public in-

terest.
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Recent Administrative Changes

“Commission of Fulfillment”

N December 24th announcement was made of
the appointment of a “Commission of If‘ulgill-
ment” whose functions would include verifying
the progress of the Five-Year Plan and the
strengthening of Soviet discipline. The decree
on the organization of the commission is printed
below:
Decree of the Central Executive Committee
and the Council of People’s Commissars of
the U. S. S. R.

On the basis of the tremendous achieve-
ments of the working class of the U. S. S. R.
in the work of socialist construction, the Gov-
ernment of the U. S. S. R. has accepted for
the year 1931 a higher tempo for the develop-
ment of our national economy than for the
first two years of the Five-Year Plan.

With the aim of guaranteeing the fulfill-
ment of the tasks of socialist construction
undertaken and of organizing a system of
verifying the actual execution of the direc-
tions of the government, the Central Execu-
tive Committee and the Council of People’s
Commissars of the U. S. S. R. consider it
necessary to take all possible measures to
strengthen the struggle against the defects in
our government apparatus and in particular
the fight against bureaucracy inhibiting the
growing initiative of the working masses and
the village toilers. In this the Central Execu-
tive Committee and the Council of People’s
Commissars of the U. S. S. R. will be guided
by the instructions of Lenin to the effect that
“the center of gravity should be transferred
to the selection of people and to the verifica-
tion of actual accomplishments.”

The Central Executive Committee and the
Council of People’s Commissars of the U. S.
S. R. consider the checking up of the execu-
tion of the program and the strengthening
of Soviet discipline connected therewith to
be one of the most important aspects of the
task of guiding socialist construction.

On this basis, the Central Executive Com-
mittee and the Council of People’s Commis-
sars hereby decree:

1. To establish, in addition to the two
existing Commissions of the Council of Peo-
ple’s Commissars of the U. S. S. R.—the
Council of Labor and Defense (STO) and
the State Planning Commission (Gosplan)—
a third permanent commission of the Coun-
cil of People’s Commissars, to be called the
“Commission of Fulfillment.”

2. The main tasks of the Commission of

Fulfillment are to be: verification of the
actual fulfillment of the directions of the
government and the strengthening of dis-
cipline in all State organizations, including
economic organizations, from top to bottom.

3. The following are appointed members of
the Commission of Fulfillment:

President: V. M. Molotov (Skriabin),
Chairman of the Council of People’s
Commissars,

Vice-President: A. A. Andreyev, As-
sistant Chairman of the Council of Peo-
ple’s Commissars and Commissar for
Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection.

Members: P. P. Postyshev, Secretary
of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party; N. M. Shvernik, Chair-
man of the All-Union Central Council
of Trade Unions; T. A. Yurkin, Chair-
man of the All-Union center of Agricul-
tural Collectives (Kolhozcenter.)

(Signed)
Chairman of the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the U. S. S. R.,
M. I. KALININ,
Chairman of the Council of People’s Com-
missars of the U. S. S. R,,
V. M. Morotov (Skriabin).
Secretary of the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the U. S. S. R.,
A. ENUKIDZE.
Moscow, Kremlin, December 24, 1930.

On December 28, Ivan Ivanovich Mezhlauk
was appointed Secretary of the Commission of
Fulfillment.

New Council of Labor and Defense

On December 24th the composition of the re-
organized Council of Labor and Defense was an-
nounced. V. V. Molotov, (Skriabin) is the Presi-
dent, Y. E. Rudzutak, Vice-Chairman of the Coun-
cil of People’s Commissars, V. V. Kuibyshev,
Chairman of Gosplan and A. A. Andreyev, Com-
missar for Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection are
the Vice-Presidents, and the members are as fol-
lows: J. V. Stalin, General Secretary of the Com-
munist Party, G. K. Ordjonikidze, Chairman of
the Supreme Council of National Economy, K. E.
Voroshilov, Commissar for Army and Navy, Y.
A. Yakovlev, Commissar for Agriculture, G. F.
Grinko, Commissar for Finance, A. I. Mikoyan,
Commissar for Supply and M. Y. Kalmanovich,
President of Gosbank.

On December 30th I. I. Miroshnikov was ap-
pointed Secretary of the Council of Labor and
Defense.
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- Miscellaneous News

Legalization of Soviet Documents for
the U. S. A.

By an agreement with the Turkish Government
the Turkish Consulates in the Soviet Union here-
after may perform notary functions with regard
to all documents drawn up in the U. S. S. R. and
destined for the United States. This applies both
to institutions and individuals.

This decision of the American Government re-
moves to a certain degree the difficulties which
have stood in the way of an exchange of docu-
ments between the U. S. S. R. and the U. S. A,
owing to the existence of a law in America ac-
cording to which official documents for the United
States drawn up abroad are considered valid only
if visaed by an American Consul residing in the
country from which the documents emanate.
Owing to the absence of diplomatic relations be-
tween the U. S. S. R. and the United States,
such a practice could not be applied, and a highly
complicated and cumbersome procedure has been
necessary for the validation of documents going
from the U. S. S. R. to America. This naturally
affected adversely the economic relations between
the two countries. The new system of handling
documents by the Turkish Consulates in the
U. S. S. R. is expected to be helpful in trade op-
erations.

Turkey has Consulates in Moscow, Odessa, Tif-
lis, Baku, Erivan, Batum and Leninakan, at any
of which documents for America may be legalized.

Dietetics Institute Opened

A SCIENTIFIC Dietetics Institute has been
established by the Soviet Government in
Moscow. This new institution will undertake to
work out scientific diets for workers in connection
with the type of work they perform. It will not
confine itself to laboratory experiments but will
develop actual menus which will be used in the
practical daily work of feeding the masses. Its
work will be of special importance in connection
with the new factory kitchens which prepare
food for thousands of workers daily.

The Institute is divided up into a large number
of departments. One of these is a therapeutic
diet clinic which is provided with 140 beds, where
ill workers whose cure depends upon special diet
will be taken for treatment under medical super-
vision. There is a department of social dietetics,
which will work out problems of diet for the gen-
eral public dining rooms, a section for the study

of general and special physiological problems, a
department on the bio-chemistry of food, one on
food hygiene, and a planning and statistical de-
partment.

The work of the Institute will not be confined
within its own walls. Its activities will be carried
on directly in connection with factories and shops,
under actual labor conditions. The Institute has
already organized a special dining room for thera-
peutic diet in the large “Hammer and Sickle”
factory in Moscow. It has organized a dietetic
laboratory on problems of general diet in connec-
tion with Moscow Factory Kitchen, No. 1. The
role of the planning and statistical department of
the Institute is very important. Having at its
disposal all the results of the scientific investiga-
tions of its various departments, it is in a posi-
tion to map out plans for the organization of
public feeding throughout the entire country.

The Institute has well-equipped laboratories
and scientific cabinets, and its departments are
headed by competent specialists and doctors.
While its first task will be to work out the basic
problems of diet as applied to factory workers, it
will soon extend its work to problems of diet on
the large State farms and collectives, and in the
Red Army. A training school for workers in the
field of social feeding is also being established.

Medical Service on State Farms and
Collectives

URING the past year the Soviet Department

of Health has greatly extended the medical
and sanitary service for the workers employed in
the State farms and collectives and by the Ma-
chine and Tractor Stations. The permanent med-
ical system has been reorganized, and special
seasonal work for the rush seasons put on a more
efficient basis. A considerable number of new
buildings—hospitals, first aid stations, dispen-
saries, and so on, have been constructed during
the past year on the State farms and larger col-
lectives.

According to incomplete information, 394 med-
ical dispensaries, 365 first-aid stations under as-
sistant doctors, 28 dental stations, and hospitals
accommodating 1,325, were opened during the last
spring sowing season. In addition, 508 permanent
day nurseries were established, 8,000 summer
nurseries, 165 accoucheur points, and 107 con-
sultation centers. During the harvest campaign
all these same measures were carried out on a
still larger scale. In some districts the work of
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part of the medical staff was transferred to the
fields. Over a thousand special first-aid stations
were organized, and a large number of dispen-
saries. Over 800 new permanent day nurseries
were established during the harvest season, and
almost 10,000 tenporary ones. About 3,000 doc-
tors were sent out to the v'llages for special work
during the seeding and harvesting campaigns, and
more than 2,000 internes, nurses and other med-
ical personnel. Almost all of the students gradu-
ated from the medical schools in May, 1930—
2,562, were sent to the villages. Of these, 535
were sent directly to the State farms and collec-
tives.

Ukrainian Opera Celebrates Fifth

Anniversary

N December 26, 1930, the Ukrainian Opera

House of Kharkov celebrated the fifth anni-
versary of its founding. The establishment of
this Opera in 1925 was followed by the founding
of Ukrainian Operatic theatres in Kiev and in
Odessa, as well ag in some of the other cities of
the Ukraine. In 1928, the Kharkov Opera Com-
pany made its first tour of the Ukraine, visiting
the mines of the Donetz Basin and the most dis-
tant corners of the Ukrainian Republic. As a re-
sult of this tour, four traveling operatic troupes
were organized which perform for audiences in
every part of the Ukraine.

The Kharkov Opera has given a new stimulus
to the native comvosers of the Ukraine. During
the past three or four years the repertoire of the
Kharkov Opera House has been enriched by the
compositions of Ukrainian composers. When it
wag opened in 1925 there was not a native com-
poser on its program. At the present time at
least half of its repertoire is made up of authentic
Ukrainian operas such as Liatoshinskv’s “Zolo-
tov Obruch” (“The Golden Hoon”), Kostenko’s
“Karmeliok,” Vyrvkivsky’s “Pan Kanevsky,” and
Tolstiakov’s “Combine.” Altogether, the Khar-
kov Opera House has produced eighty operas and
ballets during its five years’ existence.

The Kharkov Opera House has also been influ-
ential in strengthening cultural relations among
the different republics of the Soviet Union. Dur-
ing the past season the Tiflis State Operatic The-
ater presented in Georgian the Ukrainian opera,
“Taras Bulba,” and the Grand Theater in Moscow
has included “Zolotoy Obruch” in its repertoire.
This is the first time Ukrainian Opera has been
heard outside of the Ukraine.

At the present time a new Opera House is be-
ing projected for Kharkov to seat 4.000 persons.
An international architectural competition for the
design of the new opera house is being held.
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Experiments with Grain

The scientific research institute for experi-
ments with grain and grain products ecarried
out quite a number of experiments during the fis-
cal year just elapsed. It also conducted extensive
experimental work in its laboratories and depart-
ments, despite a shortage of skilled workers and
the rather inadequate space and equipment avail-
able. Certain results already attained may be
used for practical purposes now.

Experiments have been made in the grain-
elevator department comprising collections of
grasses and grain; the changes resultant from the
temperature in the elevator silos; the effect of
dryness on the sprouting of grain; the construc-
tion of an experimental elevator; a study of the
process of drying grain and extensive experi-
ments in connection with the effect of the cleaning
of grain for its preservation.

The management of the milling industry is con-
ducting experimental work at the institute in
connection with soy beans, experimental milling,
water peppers, and research work into the vari-
ous ways of utilizing the residue from the oil-
pressing industry. Much interesting work is also
being undertaken in the bakery attached to the
institute.

In order to speed up the research work in the
institute undertaken by the United Grain Indus-
try, more specialists are being engaged. Further-
more, measures are being taken to enlarge the
ranks of students in the various faculties em-
ployed at the institute.

The results of the experimental work done at
the institute will be published in pamphlet form
with a view to popularizing the work.

The United Grain Industry has assigned 5,000
rubles (over $2,500) for apparatus necessary to
test the degree of moisture of grain and such ap-
paratus are being installed at the grain collecting
stations.

Dirigible Construction

T was announced on January 24 that a fund
of over four million rubles (over $2,000,000)
had already been collected for the construction of
Soviet dirigibles, as a result of the campaign
started at the time of the visit of the “Graf Zep-
pelin” which greatly stimulated interest in
lighter-than-air craft. “QOsoaviakhim’” (the So-
ciety for the Promotion of Aviation and Chem-
istry) has decided to organize a “Dirigible Fort-
night” from January 15 to February 1 through-
out the U. S. S. R. to further popularize the idea
of dirigible construction and collect further
funds. Preliminary operations for dirigible con-
struction are already in progress in Moscow and
Leningrad. Two dirigibles will be completed this
year, and a larger one in the spring of 1932,
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Aero-Sledge Transportation Tests

The Automobile and Roads Society is prepar-
ing two aero-sledge tests: Leningrad-Moscow via
Novgorod, Valdai, Vychnevolochek and Tver, and
Leningrad-Sebastopol with stops at different in-
termediary stations.

In the first test eight aero-sledges will partici-
pate. Two of them will be furnished with Soviet
motors and the remainder with motors of various
foreign firms. In the second drive, which is to
cover 4,000 miles, three aero-sledges, followed by
eighteen horsemen, will participate.

These two trips have been arranged for the
purpose of testing motors and aero-sledges of va-
rious types under different conditions of snow.
When the test is completed, the manufacture of
aero-sledges in quantity will be started by the
aviation plants. Until now. the aero-sledges have
been manufactured in small shops.

The aero-sledge is the only vehicle able to cover
scores of thousands of miles in certain northern
districts in the U. S. S. R., which are under snow
from seven to eight months in the year. These
sledges will be used for medical and sanitary
aid in the far northern outskirts of the U. S. S. R.,

also for transportation of fur and for postal com-
munication.

Soviet Pavilion at Angora Agricultural Exhibition

The Soviet pavilion at the International Agri-
cultural and Technical Exhibition at Angora has
aroused considerable interest. Among its ex-
hibits are tractors and various complicated agri-
cultural machinery of Soviet construction—types
of machinery either unknown in the Soviet Union
up until a few years ago, or imported from other
countries. Other exhibits demonstrate achieve-
ments in the field of developing such new crops
as kendyr, kenafa, drought-proof seeds, and in
the improvement of cattle breeding. The Agri-
cultural Congress opened in Turkey simul-
taneously with the exhibition made plans for
establishing closer connections between the agri-
cultural organs of the two countries.

Illegal Transfers

The Soviet Government has declared that all
currency and stock values illegally transferred
from abroad will henceforth be considered contra-
band. All such illegally transferred goods will
be confiscated and a fine will be imposed for the
transfer.

Soviet Health Resorts For Foreigners

In view of the growing interest displaved by
foreigners in the health resorts of Soviet Crimea
and the Caucasus it has been decided to build spe-
cial sanatoria for foreigners in these two re-
cions and to divert the best hotels in the waterinyr
places for the use of foreign tourists.
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Foreign Specialists and Workers in the U. S. S. R.

In addition to the 4,500 foreign engineers, fore-
men and workers employed in the Soviet Union
under individual contracts and with firms having
technical aid contracts on January 1, 1931, 13,000
more foreign engineers and workers will be em-
ployed in 1931. Of these about 3,000 will be
engineers, a similar number foremen, and some
7,000 skilled workers. Europe is expected to
supply about 2,600 engineers, the same number
of foremen and 5,000 workers, while the rest are
to come from America.

The Soviet Government has created special
stores of food and other commodities by which

foreigners working in the U. S. S. R. are supplied
at fixed prices.

Changes in Soviet Foreign Service

On October 3, Alexander Nikitich Pozdnyshev
was appointed trade representative of the U. S.
S. R. in Latvia in place of Lev Pavlovich Mem-
chenko.

On December 31 Mikhail Mikhailovich Vas-
siliev was relieved of the duties of trade repre-
sentative of the U. S. S. R. in Italy and Mikhail
Abramovich Levinson was appointed in his stead.

On January 15, Anton Moissayevich Tamarin
was relieved of the duties of trade representative
of the U. S. S. R. in Persia.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR READERS

Bound Volume 8 of the SOVIET UNION
REVIEW, containing all the issues published
in 1930, as well as a comprehensive indez, is
just off the presses.

This volume is an indispensable reference
book for anyone desiring a record of the
events of 1930—in many ways the most de-
cisive year in the history of the Soviet Gov-
ernment.

It contains material on the Five-Year
Plan, the Chinese - Eastern Railroad contro-
versy, foreign relations generally, American-
Soviet trade, collective agriculture, labor
problems, housing, education, science, art,
music, publishing, radio, aviation, and many
other things of interest to the student of
Soviet affairs.

We suggest placing your order immedi-
ately, as there are a limited number of copies.
The price is $3.00.
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Tadjikistan
By BoRrIS PILNYAK

A Note about the Author

Boris Pilnyak (whose real name ts Boris Vogau) is one of the most interesting and gifted of
the younger Soviet writers of today. Ile is counted as a “poputchik” or ‘‘fellow-traveller’—one
of the group of writers who while not communists, have accepted the revolution and shown themn-
selves willing to travel along with it. Pilnyak’s best known works are ‘“Leather Jackets,” “The
Naked Year’ and “The Volga Falls to the Caspian Sea.” The second of these, as well as a num-
ber of his short stories, have been published in Fnglish, and “The Volga Flows to the Caspian
Sea” is announced among the books to be published in America this spring. In “The Naked Year”’
Pilnyak depicts the social life in the famine period, as it touches all the different types. His style
reproduces the chaos of the period. Confused and sometimes obscure, this book is somewhat diffi-
cult to follow. Its kaleidoscopic contents never resolve themselves into a fixzed or clear design, but
it gives a powerful impression of the slow and painful emergence of order from upheaval. The
new book deals with a later period.

Pilnyak was born in 1894, his father a veterinary doctor, his mother a merchant’s daughter,
both near to the Populist movement of the 80's and 90’s. In his blood flows four strains—German,
Slavie, Tartar and a little Jewish. His childhood was passed in small towns of Moscow province
and in 1913 he was graduated from the Nizhni-Novgorod Professional School. He began to write
verses at the age of nine and his first story was published when he was fourteen. During the revo-
lutionary years he travelled extensively over Russia, and since the revolution he has visited Europe
and the Far East. He is now visiting America.

The description of Tadjikistan, a partial translation of which we are publishing for the
readers of the Soviet Union Review, appeared in the Moscow “Izvestia” during the fall and win-
ter. Pilnyak, like most of the other young Soviet authors, draws his material from the contem-
porary scene. These writers are travelling over the length and breadth of the land, visiting fac-
tories, collectives, State farms, exploring newly developed regions, recording history as it is made.
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mere legend. In Darwaz there are actually cer-
tain steep mountain passes over precipices where
people cross on ropes woven of willow branches.

Talking of the tempo of reconstruction in that
country, said the engineer—which construction
was only five years old, there was a story of the
way they go at their work there. One time this
spring, during the sowing campaign, the Agri-
cultural Commissariat mobilized everything that
could move so thoroughly in Stalinabad that
when morning came in the whole city there wasn’t
a single horse, not a single automobile, not a
single ass. The droshkies, the asses, and even the
automobiles had trailed out for the sowing of seed
on the cotton plantations. Tadjiks, Russians,
Uzbeks, Arabs, Afghans—everybody had fol-
lowed. And the heads of the government and
other officials had to get to their offices that day
as they could on foot.

The agronom said there was gold along the
Vakhsh and Khingow rivers—you could see it in
the sand if you sifted it from your palm.

We dwelt at length on the airport. There was
no doubt that the airplane was the most mag-
nificent achievement in the world.

The herds of boars of the agronom became
mixed together in my consciousness, in these days
of the Afghan station keepers, with the rush of
the wind. But any impression of the middle ages
was vanquished by the pilots, keeping their
watch. - And the wind blowing at night on the
Tadjiks, the Russians and the Afghans sowing
their seed, on the droshkies, on the asses, on the
automobiles—that was the garm-sil of the sociali-
zation of Tadjikistan.

Thus, with a wind-storm, did Tadjikistan meet
me.

And at last the wind died down, the desert grew
quiet, the sand settled to earth. The plane shot
into the heavens,

Water! Water!

The first word that I learned in Tadjikistan
was “water.”

The history of man has been written around
water. Around the Amu-Darya and Syr-Darya
grew up the culture of Central Asia, just as other
cultures centered along the Yang-tsze, the Nile,
the Tigris and the Euphrates. The Amu and the
Syr drain Tadjikistan and the Piandj and the
Vakhsh, which unite to form the Amu, are the
principal arteries of the region.

In the valleys of Tadjikistan where there is no
water there is emptiness, heat, sand. Nothing
grows there but desert weeds, nothing lives there
but toads and lizards. There is only solitude and
death.

But in the valleys of Tadjikistan where there is
water! There grow pistachios, almonds, wal-

nuts, peaches of many kinds, pomegranates, .

grapes—every sort of fruit, Chinese nuts, Brazil
nuts, castor beans, soy, sugar-cane, saffron, rice,
wheat, cotton. And I have not named a fiftieth of
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the trees and plants to be found there. According
to Prof. Vavilov, by the way, Tadjikistan is the
birthplace of wheat.

Because of the lack of a wide distribution of
water an elaborate system of irrigation is neces-
sary, a system made up of reservoirs, large
ditches, small ditches, water-gauges, planned and
regulated now in a scientific manner. In former
times the ditches were re-made every ten years
under the direction of the semi-holy mirad, or
chieftain, according to a system hallowed by tra-
dition. Water rights were the foundation of
feudal power and the mirab, exercising his
authority, could sell the water separately from the
land—and the use of the water cost more than the
land itself. The mirab could shut off the water,
or not, as it pleased him and everything that lived
on the land was dependent on his will. Soviet
Tadjikistan nationalized the water. It is under-
standable how, in spite of the mirab, this water,
which for a thousand years had been obtained by
the collective labor of the peasantry and which
could be made inaccessible to that labor by the
will of one man, created a cooperative instinct in
the laborers and is the guarantee of the success of
collectivization measures. This is the reason, ap-
parently, why, of all the seven republics, only
Tadjikistan has had no collisions and disorders in
the process of the collectivization of agriculture.

At the Tadjikistan Ikramov experimental sta-
tion which is under cection of an American
scientist, studies arc -eing made of the efficient
methods of planting, watering and raising cotton,
peanuts, flax, cane and so on. At the experi-
mental station of the rice plantation named after
the present president of the Tadjik Council of
People’s Commissars, Comrade Abdu-Rachim
Khodjivaev, the Russian agronoms are breaking
down the traditions of centuries, studying the
varieties of rice, the methods of its cultivation
and its suitability for the Tadjik valleys.

Thus, where there is water are found blooming
oases, gardens and plantations; where there is no
water is only emptiness and death. In ancient
times when conquerers came to the land they did
not attempt to take the cities but merely destroyed
the irrigation ditches, leaving the oases and cities
without water. The imperial Russians were the
last to do this when they conquered Central Asia.
They turned their cannon on the main canals.

In every city of Tadjikistan, in every kishlak
(mountain village), around every home, circles a
ditch and over the ditch hang the branches of
plane-trees and apricot trees. Under the oldest
plane-trees in every kishlak has been made a pool
—a reservoir—and by the pool and under the
plane-trees has been built the tchai-khana for rest
from the heat. And in truth the ideal of the
Tadjik is, according to his proverb, “A pool, a
garden, and a breath of wind.”

There is an anecdote that illustrates the sig-
nificance of water in Tadjikistan. The story con-
cerns the collective farm of Stora-i-Surk, or Red
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Star. A hundred and four men came from the
mountains into the desert, as settlers among the
lizards. They came to a country that had never
had water, arriving in the so-called winter time,
in January. They had planned it all. They built
themselves straw huts and set to work with a gen-
uine enthusiasm. On five hundred hectares—a lot
of land when it must be watered by irrigation—
they dug ditches and made large and small canals
with a strict system of regulating the flow. This
was to be a cotton plantation. The one hundred
and four men, leaving the mountains and break-
ing away forever, had brought their families with
them into the desert. On the day when every-
thing was ready for turning on of the water,
when labor on the many miles of canals was fin-
ished, the president of the collective farm, full of
pride over the five hundred hectares snatched
from the desert, arrived in town and went to the
office of the irrigation committee to say that all
was ready, please, to give them some water. And
the official at the irrigation headquarters, indif-
ferently turning over the papers and lists, indif-
ferently announced that the collective Stora-i-Surk
had not been planned for by the irrigation head-
quarters, had not been put on the list, that the
collective Stora-i-Surk would not be given any
water. It is unnecessary to comment on these
words of the bureaucrat, words which to the col-
lective meant death—useless labor, hundreds of
hours of ditches, of heat, of hunger, and now
death! But the collective received its water in
spite of the indifferently tired answer of the
official. And when that water at last appeared on
the fields, when it increased and began to trickle
into the ditches of the collective, the whole hun-
dred and four men and their wives and children
with them, who had waited night and day for the
arrival of the water, ran to meet it, able only to
cry out the word

“Ot! Ot!” (“Water! Water!’)—and weep.

A Woman Is Not a Person

In the city of Kala-i-Khum they told me that a
woman had arrived from the Pamir, from the val-
ley of Vansha, a girl of seventeen years who had
stolen away from the Pamirs to study.

Kala-i-Khum the capital of Darwaz, lying on
the border of Afghanistan, is not actually a city.
It is a school, a hospital, a government adminis-
trative office, an office of the Turkestan Silk Com-
pany, an office of the Turkestan Wool Company, a
caravanserai, a red tchai-khana (guest house)
and a surrounding group of kishlaks. In the
whole place, besides Tadjiks and border guards,
there are fifty to seventy Europeans—doctors,
technicians and so on. :

In Darwaz the Tadjiks belong to the Ishmae-
lite branch of the Shiites, whose present head is
Aga-i-Khan, the forty-eighth of his line. It is
the custom for the eldest member of each family
to pay the tribute for the entire family to the
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head of their faith and in Darwaz the payment is
always made in gold. A. Gottfried has written of
an episode in this connection. A governmental
group on an expedition in the villages had a mem-
ber possessed of a jaw filled with gold teeth. A
Tadjik woman saw him in the tchai-khana and
began to beg him to sell her the teeth, saying that
the collector of tribute for Aga-i-Khan had ar-
rived and her family had no gold. The owner of
the teeth dismissed her with some joking words.
On the following day the old woman sought him
out again, leading with her by the hand the pay-
ment she wanted to make for the jaw of gold—her
own daughter.

The veil of Islam is still commanded in Tadjik-
istan. A woman is not a person. She is an ar-
ticle of trade and of pleasure. The faces of the
women are hidden behind long horsehair screens
as they walk the street and at home they are shut
behind the walls of the harem. The icy wall of
tradition is still solid with the frost of centuries.
On the day of my arrival one of my comrades
had spent the night in a hill village on his journey.
During the night as the hours were being counted
off by the braying of the asses and the barking
of the dogs he heard the voice of a woman. At
first it seemed that the woman was singing some
very melancholy song. Then he remembered that
the women lament over the dying. Suddenly there
was a confused racket. It seemed that the whole
kishlak must hear it, but the kishlak lay sleeping
in primitive calmness. In the morning came to
the village soviet a Tadjik and announced that he
had killed his wife in the night because the wife
had removed her horsehair veil.

I know ten stories like this one. In the Tadjik
theater two women of the troupe have been killed.
One was killed by a relative, who hacked her to
pieces, placed the bits of her in clay jars and
buried the jars in a cellar where they lay undis-
covered for a year; the other was killed behind
the scenes of the theater by her jealous husband
in a rage because in the course of her role she
kissed another man.

The Soviet power stands most rigidly on the
side of the rights of the women, and in the valleys
of Tadjikistan the ice is beginning to melt. I
know of another story that sounds like fiction.
The wife of a certain Tadjik who had been sold to
him when she was ten years old ran away from
him because of his cruelty. He sought her and
found her in the city, but she would not go back
with him. Returning home on his ass he stopped
to spend the night with an acquaintance along the
road and he told his friend how they had not
only driven his wife away from him in the city,
but were feeding her, and had taken her into a fac-
tory where she went about without a veil and was
receiving ninety rubles a month. His friend, too,
was astounded and condoled with him. They lay
down to sleep. And when they awakened the wife
of the host in whose house the deserted husband
had spent the night had disappeared. The wife
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The U. S. S. R. and the Pan-European
Commission |

ON February 10 the Soviet press published
the following exehange of notes between
the General Secretary of the League of Nations
and Mr. Litvinov, Commissar for Foreign Affairs
of the Soviet Union, relative to Soviet participa-
tion in the work of the commission studying plans
for a European federation:

“GENEVA, January 23, 1931:

“Mr. People’s Commissar: I have the honor
to bring to your "attention the fact that at the
meeting of January 20, 1931, the commission for
studying the problem of a European federation
adopted the following resolution:

“‘In pursuance of the resolution of
the plenary meeting of the League of
Nations held on September 17, 1930,
the commission studying plans for a
European federation has decided to

. undertake a study of the world eco-

nomic crisis, insofar as it affects the
whole set-up of relations between the
European states and, through the gen-
eral secretariat of the League, to invite
the governments of Iceland, Turkey and
the U. S. S. R. to participate in this
work.’

“Enclosed herewith is a copy of the above-
mentioned resolution of the plenary session of
the League of Nations. I am taking the liberty
of sending you in addition all the documents of
the commission studying the question of a Euro-
pean federation. The next session of this com-
mission will be held in May. Exact data regard-
ing the session will be supplied later. Please be
so kind as to inform me whether your govern-
ment will accept the invitation which I have been
commissioned to transmit to you in the name of
the commission studying the question of a Euro-
pean federation.

“Accept, Mr. People’s Commissar, assurances
of my profound respect.

“Acting General Secretary,
“AVENOL.”

In answer to the above Mr. Litvinov dispatched
the following letter to the general secretary of
the League of Nations on February 6:

“Mr. General Secretary:

“I have received your letter of January 23
containing the information that the commission
studying plans for a European federation has
resolved to make a study of the world economic
crisis insofar as this is of interest to all European
states, and invites the U. S. S. R. to participate
in this study.

“This information, taken in conjunetion with
the memorandum of the French Government with
regard to the organization of a Pan-European
federation, which has been officially brought to
the attention of the Soviet Government, and also
with the debates which took place at the last ses-
sion of the commission studying Pan-Europe,
insofar as the Soviet Government has been in-
formed of these, give rise to a number of ques-
tions which are perplexing to the Soviet Govern-
ment.

“Judging by the answers of the different Gov-
ernments to the above-mentioned memorandum
of the French Government, there exists consider-
able disagreement with regard to the aims in-
tended for the new organization, and the methods
of attaining these aims.

"“The Soviet Government has its own ideas
regarding the reasons for the constant economic
conflicts between states, regarding the reasons
for the economic depression and crises period-
ically arising in capitalist countries and regard-
ing the way toward which humanity must strive,
whereby alone true solidarity of peoples may be
achieved; but there is hardly any necessity for
setting forth those ideas here. However, the prop-
osition that without a guarantee of universal
peace in particular and European peace in gen-
eral, and the elimination of the reasons threaten-
ing the infringement of that peace, there can be
no thought of success for any attempt whatever
to establishing European solidarity in economic
or any other spheres, cannot be disputed by any
country. Even the bourgeois economists recog-
nize the causal connection between, on the one
hand, the growing political alarm throughout the
world, the ceaseless growth of armaments, swal-
lowing up in some countries from forty to fifty
per cent of the national budget, and on the other
hand, the growing economic conflicts between the
states and the economic crises within the various
countries.

“Equally indisputable is the fact that a sincere
desire for improvement in the relations between
the nations and the consolidation of peace among
them, which is a prerequisite for their coopera-
tion in the economic sphere, cannot be directed
toward the setting of some governments against
others. Furthermore, if one speaks of a united
Europe as a geographical entity without reserva-
tions regarding the fact that only those countries
with a definite social and political system are
meant, then it would seem that the participation
of this or that country in the federation would be
automatically determined by its geographical situ-
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ation, which can not be changed as a result of any
discussion, and that even a country belonging only
in small part to this geographical unit must not
be excluded.

“In view of the obviousness of these consider-
ations it seems entirely strange and incompre-
hensible that one group of European States
should take it upon itself to decide as to the ad-
mission or non-admission of another group of
European States into a community calling itself
Pan-European. More especially so when a coun-
try like Switzerland, occupying four-tenths of one
per cent of the territory of Europe, or Norway,
occupying about three and one-tenth per cent, op-
poses. the admission of such a State as the Union
of Socialist Soviet Republics. The U. S. S. R. oc-
cupies in Europe alone territory amounting to
approximately forty-five per cent of the whole of
Europe, and more than twice the combined terri-
tory of France, Belgium, Rumania, Jugoslavia,
Switzerland, Spain, Holland, Sweden, Denmark
and Norway, all taken together,

“In considering this question all arguments and
references of a formalist legal character, which
might be understood at a meeting of jurists, but
not at an international political meeting of the
heads of foreign departments, must be rejected as
clearly inappropriate.

“If, however, it is assumed that despite the
name of the organization sending the invitation
to the U. S. S. R., not a union of European States
is meant, but the creation within Europe of two
groups according to formal juridical or social and
political characteristics, the question inevitably
arises as to whether equal and identical rights
will be guaranteed to both sides of the organiza-
tion under the proposed cooperation of these
groups.

“Further, in the resolution of the commission
studying plans for a Pan-Europe, is the state-
ment that it has been decided to study the world
economic crisis. From this resolution, however,
it is not clear as to whether the commission has
decided to limit itself to this question alone or
whether it reserves for itself the right to include
other questions as well within the circle of its
deliberations, and in the latter event, is it pro-
posed that only one group of European States
participate in these discussions, or all nations.
This question has naturally risen already because
during the debates in the commission the thought
was expressed that questions might come before
the commission which it would be very incon-
venient to discuss in the presence of representa-
tives of the U. S. S. R., and it was not clearly
indicated whether this inconvenience would be
due to the fact that these questions did not con-
cern the U. S. S. R. in any way or because they
touched the U. S. S. R. too closely. If this idea is
accepted by the entire commission, then a situa-
tion might be created wherein the U. S. S. R.
would be participating in the work of a commis-
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sion which attempted to prevent its representa-
tives taking part in the discussions of precisely
those matters which affect and interest the U. S.
S. R. most closely.

“Realizing fully the impossibility of obtaining
outside of the sessions of the commission any
clarification of the questions above set forth and
the probable difficulties for the commission to
formulate clear answers, the Soviet Government
has decided to take part in the immediate activi-
ties of the commission for the study of Pan-
Europe, reserving the decision on its final attitude
toward its further work until it has received the
necessary information, and made a study of the
commission itself and of the extent to which the
section of the commission sending the invitation
really intends to achieve unity.

“In adopting this decision, the Soviet Govern-
ment is guided by its persistent desire to assist
all efforts which with the help of this cooperation
might be directed toward the guaranteeing of
universal peace, and peace in Europe in particu-
lar, and guided also by the proposition, theo-
retically recognized in the memorandum of the
French Government, of the sovereignty and equal-
ity of all nations, and also by the proposition that
the new organization must not be ‘set against any
ethnic group whatsoever on other continents nor
in Europe itself’.

“Accept, etc.—

“LITVINOV.”

New Foreign Concessions Policy

RECENT decree of the Sovnarkom (Council
A\ of People’s Commissars) of the U. S. S. R.
annuls all previous legislative acts regarding for-
eign concessions in the Soviet Union. According
to the new law all activities connected with the
granting of concessions are henceforth to be con-
centrated in the various commissariats. Thus
questions concerning industrial concessions will
come under the jurisdiction of the Supreme Eco-
nomic Council, agricultural concessions will come
under the People’s Commissariat for Agriculture,
and so on. To the Chief Concessions Committee
will be reserved the right of submitting to the
Sovnarkom special data relative to foreign con-
cessions agreements and necessary amendments
or annulments of the same. According to the
degree the concessions committees attached to the
Sovnarkoms of the various Soviet Republics and
to the Trade Commissions of the U. S. S. R. in
other countries, cease to function. The new law
greatly simplifies the procedure of permitting
foreign firms to open commercial enterprises in
the U. S. S. R. All questions concerning the lat-
ter are finally decided upon by the People’s Com-
missariat for Foreign Trade.
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Expeditions and Discoveries

HE “Council of Productive Resources” of the
All-Union Academy of Sciences is organizing
a number of very interesting expeditions during
the present year, with the aim of assisting in the
solution of some of the main problems facing So-
viet agriculture and industry. Among the main
problems of the expeditions are a study of soils,
useful minerals and power resources.

Special attention will be given to those regions
having most significance from an immediate econ-
omic viewpoint—Siberia, the Northern Region,
Kazakstan and Central Asia. At the same time
work already under way will be continued in
Transcaucasia, the Kolsk Peninsula, Bashkiria,
Turkmenistan, Yakutia, the Kerchensk Peninsula
and elsewhere,

One of the most interesting expeditions pro-
jected this year will be the one to Siberia. Here
the special problem will be a study of the most
rational use of power resources and also of those
minerals lying close to the power centers—the
Kuzbas, the Angara, the Yenesei and Yenesei-
Khakansk regions. A very careful study will be
made of the as yet entirely unexplored Tungusk
anthracite basin, and the problem will also be ex-
amined of the use of the Siberian forests in con-
nection with the further growth of the new Turk-
sib railroad.

In Turkmenistan the expedition will study the
wild vegetation, with a view to selecting certain
varieties for industrial uses. In Tadjikistan new
types of building material will be sought. The
expedition to Bashkiria will study the land which
has been set aside for the establishment of large
State farms. In Yakutia the expedition will study
problems of transport in connection with the de-
velopment of the Great Northern Way. In the
Volga district the problem of drouth will engage
their attention.

The extent of the work of the Academy of
Science Expeditions may be gauged to some ex-
tent by the expenditures for this purpose. In
1930, 1,300,000 rubles was spent on various expe-
ditions, while during 1931, 5,000,000 rubles will
be spent (over $2,5600,000).

Conquering the North

The Soviet Union is taking new steps in the
conquest of the North. A new port is pro-
jected on the shores of the North Arctic Ocean in
the bay of Indiga. The construction of this port
is necessary because Murmansk, the only Soviet
port on the Arctic Coast which remains open, is
too far from such large industrial centers as the

Urals and Western Siberia. Consequently, the
export of metal products from the Urals and
grain and lumber from Western Siberia by way
of Murmansk is too expensive,

The Bay of Indiga has the advantage that be-
ing connected with the Trans-Siberian railroad it
is 2,400 miles nearer to the Urals and Western
Siberia than is Murmansk. In this region, the
basin of the Pechora River, huge deposits of an-
thracite, greater than those in the Donetz Basin,
have been discovered. When Pechora is connected
with Indiga Bay this coal may be transported
cheaply to the Arctic Coast, where it can be used
instead of coal from the Donetz Basin or from
England. The supplying of the Arctic Coast with
coal from Pechora should be a great stimulus to
the colonization of that region and to its indus-
trial development.

QOil has also been found in the basin of the
Pechora River, and the region is heavily timbered.
The extent of the goods that could be handled at
the Bay of Indiga may be further estimated by
the fact that it is planned to unite the Pechora
and Kama Rivers with the rivers of Western
Siberia.

Practical steps have already been taken in
preparation for the construction of the new port.
A special expedition organized by the People’s
Commissariat for Transport has recently re-
turned from making a three and a half month’s
study of the question on the Arctic’ Coast.
Twenty-two members of the expedition have re-
mained in the North to study meteorological con-
ditions, observe the movement of the ice, and to
drill. Airplanes and special ships will be used in
connection with this work. After about a year
of preliminary observation in the region, the
actual construction of the port will be commenced.

Arctic Expeditions in 1931

The All-Union Institute of the North has com-
pleted its plan for expeditions during 1931.

During this year four arctic expeditions will
be undertaken. Particular interest attaches to
the first one, which will leave Archangel for Vlad-
ivostok following a northeasterly direction. The
main object of this expedition is to examine the
“white spots” on the map of the region of “An-
dreyev Land,” which is believed to lie between
Wrangel Island and the Novo-Siberian Islands.
This part of the region has never yet been visited
by any arctic explorer. The expedition will travel
on the icebreaker Sedov and will take along an
airplane for scouting purposes.



March, 1931

The second expedition will go to Franz-Josef
Land to replace the group of workers in the me-
teorological station and to carry out further sci-
entific investigations. The special feature of this
expedition will be the use of the wooden ship
“Lomonosov.” This will provide practical evi-
dence for the controversy as to whether wooden
vessels are the best for navigation through ice.

The third expedition will explore the Chukotsky
Peninsula. The members of this expedition, which
will start from Vladivostok, will investigate the
natural resources of the Chukotsky Peninsula,
study its geology, ethnography, etc.

Great scientific importance attaches to the
fourth expedition which will survey the Khorad-
laksk mountain ridge located in the region of the
Lena River. This ridge is known to contain coal
and it is the purpose of the expedition to investi-
gate its quality, industrial supplies and the best
methods for mining it.

Expeditions to Urals and Siberia

The Academy of Sciences is organizing this
year an extensive investigation of the natural re-
sources of the Urals and Siberia. The investiga-
tion will be in charge of Academician Fersmann
who will be assisted by a skilled scientific per-
sonnel. :

This year exploration work will be developed
over the vast area from the Urals to Lake Baikal.
The work will be conducted at such a rate as to
make it possible to complete by next autumn a
geo-chemical description of the Southern Urals,
which will be extremely valuable in the search
for minerals.

In Siberia it is proposed to carry out extensive
chemical exploration in the region abounding in
great salt lakes as it may safely be assumed that
they will yield an immense amount of raw ma-
terials for the chemical industry of the Urals and
Kuznetzk Basin.

The first party of the expedition started on its
journey in late February.

A Winter Expedition to Sakhalin

Late in February several steamships left
Vladivostok for Sakhalin, accompanied by the ice
cutter Davydov. This is the third winter expedi-
tion to Sakhalin in the history of navigation. The
first expedition was carried out by a number of
Japanese vessels prior to the sovietization of the
Far East, while the second was ‘organized last
year by a group of Soviet vessels.

The expedition will deliver to Sakhalin various
important cargoes and will be headed by captain
Khrenov who was in charge of last year’s expe-
dition to Sakhalin.
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Three Years on the Indigirka River

In the winter of 1928 the Academy of Sciences
sent an expedition to the region of the Indigirka
River for exploration purposes. After three
years of intensive work the expedition has now
returned to Yakutsk on its way to Leningrad.

The expedition covered the entire ground from
the source to the mouth of the Indigirka River, a
course never before trodden by any scientist.

In 1929, the expedition spent the winter in Rus-
skoye Ustie among Russian settlers who still
speak the ancient Russian language and have pre-
served their racial purity. Here the expedition
collected valuable ethnographical material.

The expedition made a topographical map of
the river from its confluence with the Moma River
up to the sea. As a result the old map of the river
will have to be considerably altered. Near the
source of the Indigirka the expedition discovered
a number of previously uncharted native settle-
ments, while some of those contained in the old
map were found to have disappeared.

The expedition established three meteorological
stations and collected a wealth of material on the
geology, botany and zoology of the region.

It was revealed that the Indigirka River is
navigable from its mouth to the Moma tributary,
for a distance of 2,400 miles.

New Coal Basin in Kazakstan

The richest metallurgical industry in Urals has
been greatly hampered by the absence of a
strong fuel base which would correspond to its
colossal ore supplies. The five-year plan provides
for six million metric tons of coke for the Ural
industries by the end of the plan period. The
plan for the development of this industry was
based on the utilization of the Kuznetzk coal
basin, though it is at a distance of 3,200 miles
from the Urals.

But with the discovery of the vast Karaganda

coal deposits located on the territory of Kazakstan

the position is radically changed. The explor-
ing commission has established that the basin
possesses twenty-eight layers of coal forty miles
long and its supplies amount approximately to 30
billion metric tons. Karaganda may thus be con-
sidered as one of the most important coal basins
in the territory of the U. S. S. R. The analyses.
made by the coal institute in Kharkov have shown
that the coal of the Karaganda Basin is almost
equal to the Donetz coal, being quite easily trans-
formed into metallurgical coke, in which the quan-

. tity of sulphur is not above that of the Kuznetzk

coal and in which less phosphorus is contained
than in the latter. The content of 12 to 28 per
cent of volatile matter in the Karaganda coal puts
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it much higher than the Donetz coal and opens
excellent opportunities for the development of the
chemical industry in the Karaganda Basin.

The geographical situation of Karaganda is ex-
tremely favorable. To the south east of the Basin
are the Kontiube-Togai iron ore deposits contain-
ing a supply of 34 million metric tons of iron, and
to the south are copper deposits amounting to one
and a half million tons.

The Karaganda Basin will be linked up by a
special branch-line with the Turksib railroad,
which is not sufficiently secured with fuel, and
will thus supply the Central Asian Republics with
Karaganda coal. The location of the layers is
very favorable for exploitation and will make it
possible to start output on a large scale in quite a
short time. At present work is going on in sink-
ing four mines which are to supply four million
metric tons of coal within this year.

Results of Exploration of “Kursk Anomaly”

Academician L. M. Gubkin, one of the most
prominent experts in the U. S. S. R. on mine ex-
ploration, reported a short time ago to the Presi-
dium of the Supreme Economic Council of the U.
S. S. R. on the progress made in the exploration
of iron ore in the Kursk district known under the
name of the “Kursk Anomaly.”

The “Kursk Anomaly” was discovered a few
years ago through the deviation of the magnetic
needle in the Kursk district. Geologists explained
this phenomenon by the existence of vast deposits
or iron ore, which was later proved by further ex-
ploration work done by Soviet scientists.
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During 1929-30 geological parties drilled 1,073
meters in the district of the “Kursk Anomaly,”
having simultaneously accomplished extensive
work in topography and geodesy of this locality.

In one of the pit-holes prepared last year de-
posits of ore containing up to 55 per cent iron
were discovered at a depth of 87 meters. How-
ever, the further deposits showed a smaller per-
centage of iron. Nevertheless it has been proved
that the ore of the “Kursk Anomaly” is quite suit-
able for industrial utilization.

According to Academician Gubkin’s statement
the “Kursk Anomaly” constitutes a new rich
source of iron ore exceeding all known world de-
posits.

Discovery of New Minerals

The Academy of Sciences has just received re-
ports from three different points regarding the
discovery of valuable minerals by geological
parties.

Extensive deposits of graphite estimated at 57
million metric tons have been found near the vil-
lage of Soyuznoye, on the bank of the Amur
River. The total supplies of graphite along the
Amur River banks exceed 500 million metric tons.

Another report came in from the district of
Uyarsk in Eastern Siberia where layers of feld-
spar covering a distance of 16 miles in length and
2 miles in width have been discovered.

Finally, a geological party working in the
Bajenov district in the Urals also reports the dis-
covery of deposits of emerald and chryso-beril.

Some Educational Achievements

N connection with the All-Russian Congress on
universal education which opened in Moscow
February 19th, the Moscow “Izvestia” of that date
published an editorial summing up some of the
achievements in the field of universal education
in the Soviet Union, from which the following
facts are quoted.

From 7,236,000 pupils in the primary schools in
1914-15, the number dropped to 6,808,000 in 1922-
23, as a result of the civil war and economic block-
ade. Then the number began to increase until it
reached 9,469,000 in 1925-26, and 14,000,000 in
1930—almost double the pre-revolutionary atten-
dance.

In 1931, 82,000 elementary schools are function-
ing in the U. S. S. R., embracing 16,000,000 chil-
dren from eight to twelve years. The Government
has allotted double the amount assigned for edu-
cation last year. The facilities for training spe-

cialists has also been greatly extended. In 1930,
500,000 students were graduated from universi-
ties, technicums and worker’s faculties. This
year over a million students will be graduated
from the higher schools.

Universal education in the native tongue has
been established for all the minor nationalities
of the Soviet Union. According to the school
census of 1911 there were among the Kirghiz
people only 1.4 school children for every thousand
of the population. In 1927 there were 27 to every
thousand. Among the Uzbeks in 1911 only one-
tenth of one per cent of the children studied in
their native tongue, in 1927 the percentage had
increased to 22, and in 1931, with a few rare
exceptions, all the education among the Kirghiz
and the Uzbeks, as well as other nationalities, is
carried on in their native language.
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Housing Progress in 1931

URING 1930 the sum of about 600 million

rubles (over $300,000,000) was invested in
housing construction by various organizations in
the U. S. S. R. A total of 4,700,000 square meters
of living space was built providing accommoda-
tions for 800,000 people. Another 200,000 people
were accommodated in houses built by individual
cooperative organizations. Thus, about one mil-
lion workers and employees received new rooms
during 1930.

In the big cities most of the apartment houses
consist of several stories, while in the mining and
lumber regions one-story houses are generally
built. In 1930 the proportion of several story
houses was 31 per cent as compared with 21 per
cent in 1929. In many places complete new cities
have been built. This applies particularly to the
Don Basin and Zaporozhye where about 20 million
rubles (over $10,000,000) was invested in hous-
ing schemes, during 1930. In the construction of
these cities an entirely new plan is used with a
view to giving them as much of a socialized char-
acter as possible.

Particularly noteworthy is the application of
these new principles in the construction of the
new cities of Magnitogorsk and “Green City.”

The idea applied in the construction of Mag-
nitogorsk is that each block of houses should rep-
resent a closed circle, the population of which will
be served by a.. the necessary pubuic utilities. In
the center will be all the city institutions and
higher schools. No less than 30 per cent of the
total area of Magnitogorsk will be planted with
parks.

“Green City,” a town built right in the woods
within a short distance from Moscow, is intended
as a resting place. The houses there will be built
in such a way as to enable both individuals and
families to spend their day of rest there. Fam-
ilies are to be provided separate cottages of two
or three rooms each. The city is planned to ac-
commodate 10,000 persons spending two weeks
here each and 30,000 others who will come for one
day only. Every kind of recreation and all neces-
sary medical assistance will be provided.

New workers’ cities are being built in connec-
tion with all the new industrial enterprises
being developed in the U. S. S. R.—Tractorstroy,
Khimcombinat (the chemical industry combine),
the immense new “Red October” metal works, the
lumber and wood combine, and so on.

The foremost architects of the Soviet Union
have been working on plans for these new cities,
the Vesnin brothers, Ilya Golosov, the Society of
Proletarian Architecture, the Society of Civil En-

gineers, the architectural society “Foundation,”
and the Society of Modern Architecture have all
presented plans.

The ideal type of new city has not been fully
worked out and the plans vary according to the
various localities, but certain features are com-
mon to all the new projects. They are all de-
veloped on the principle of the greatest possible
socialization of housekeeping and cultural activi-
ties. Connected with the living quarters are club
rooms, libraries, gymnasiums and so on. Special
sections are built for day nurseries and kinder-
gartens. The entire population of the new cities
is to be fed from a central “Food combinat,”
where all processes connected with the procuring,
storing and preparation of food will be carried
on. There will be no individual kitchens designed
for anything beyond the simplest of cooking. The
“Food Combinats” will contain stockyards, ware-
houses, dairies, bakeries, central kitchens. The
food will be delivered to the different living quar-
ters not in thermoses, as is the custom in the
factory kitchens, but in semi-prepared form so
that it will not lose its taste, and will be prepared
for serving in the dining rooms of the different
sections.

Five such new cities are being constructed in
the Stalingrad region, each of them designed to
house from 50,000 to 60,000 inhabitants. The
residence districts will be divided from the in-
dustrial sections by large parks. All five of the
cities, which extend along the Volga for a stretch
of about fifty miles, will be connected by an elec-
tric railroad, street car lines and automobile
roads. It is planned to establish State farms in
the territory between the cities from which fresh
vegetables, fruits and other products may be ob-
tained. These new districts will thus combine
features of city and country living.

Improved Conditions in Moscow

When the Soviet capital was transferred from
Petrograd to Moscow a great number of resi-
dential houses in Moscow were taken up by Gov-
ernment institutions. As a result of the hous-
ing crisis thus created a special commission
was organized ten years ago at the sugges-
tion of Lenin for the purpose of examining the
various institutions with a view to removing to
other cities those whose location in Moscow was
not absolutely essential.

Recently the commission reported to the Coun-
cil of People’s Commissars on the results of its
ten years of work. It was revealed that the com-
mission succeeded in vacating 1,900,000 square
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meters of office space, of which 746,000 square
meters were diverted to housing purposes. Much
of this space was used for providing living ac-
commodations for 50,000 students. About 400,-
000 square meters were turned over to workers
in need of rooms, and the rest of the space was
given to newly organized institutions and schools.

During 1930 alone 663 offices were thus cleared,
aggregating over 280,000 square meters. Some
of the rooms vacated were converted into dormi-
tories for 14,000 students, while many workers
and other people in urgent need of rooms were
also accommodated.

In addition to removing offices to other cities,
the commission also engaged in redistributing
the offices within the city itself with a view to
bringing all the most important Government Je-
partments as close to each other as possible. At
the present time practically all the central Com-
missariats are located within the center of the
city.

The Council of People’s Commissars approved
the work of the Commission and recommended its
continuation in the future.

Community Restaurants

THE problem of replacing the individual kit-
chen by cooperative restaurants and by large
factory kitchens serving meals on the spot as well
as sending out semi and fully-prepared meals to
other restaurants and to families, is an important
part of the Five-Year Plan. The proportion of
people served through community dining rooms
and kitchens has increased greatly during the past
two years. On October 1, 1929, an average of
2,200,000 hot meals were served daily in all the
dining-rooms of the consumers’ cooperatives of
the U. S. S. R. A year later the number had in-
creased to 11,700,000, and by January 1, 1931, to
17,000,000.

During the present year there will be a still
greater increase in the number of persons served
thus, due to the employment of two million or
more new workers in industry and agriculture, the
increase in the number of construction workers
coming into the cities, and also the increase in the
number of students. Considering all these fac-
tors it is estimated that during 1931 all the con-
sumers’ cooperative dining rooms together will
serve up to 37,000,000 hot meals a day.

Construction work in the field of community
feeding is receiving almost as much attention as
industrial construction at the present time. The
question is being considered of organizing a spe-
cial trust for manufacturing machinery and equip-
ment for community dining-rcoms and kitchens.
The capital investment in this branch of industry
for 1931 will be 120,000,000 rubles (over $60,000C,-
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000). According to the plan, up to two hundred
new factory kitchens will be put into operation
during the present year. In a number of sections
of the Soviet Union large-scale food “combinats”
are being constructed, with g planned capacity of
from 250,000 to 600,000 hot dishes a day. Such
“combinats” are being organized in Magnitogorsk,
Kuznetsk and Baku. An extensive development
of large new dining-rooms is also going on in con-
nection with the factories, schools, State farms,
large agricultural collectives, machine and tractor
stations, and also in lumber and fishing regions.

. The plan for developing community feeding dur-
ing the present year consists of the following main
sections:

1. The development of a net-work of organiza-
tions for serving food in the main industrial
regions—Donbas, Kuzbas and the Urals. The
expenditures for construction work for this pur-
pose in these regions is to be up to 60 per cent
of all the new capital construction.

2. The development of socialized kitchens in the
leading branches of industry—metal and fuel. In
these industries 70 per cent of all the workers and
30 per cent of their families are to be served by
socialized restaurants and kitchens, by the end of
the present year.

3. The guarantee of socialized food service in
large new projects under construction—Magnito-
gorsk, Kuznetsk, Avtostroy, etc.

4. A more complete. organization of the daily
meals of construction workers and students.

The turnover of the agencies for community
food service reached 3 billion rubles (over a bil-
lion and a half dollars) during the past year. It
is estimated that it will amount to 15 billion
rubles this year—in other words 20 per cent of
the wages of the workers in Soviet Russia will be
spent through such agencies.

The price of meals served to the workers is very
low. At the Moscow Kitchen Factory No. 1, for
example, which may be taken as typical, the price
of a hot, two course dinner is thirty kopeks (about
fifteen cents).

This rapid development of community restau-
rants and kitchens has necessitated a correspond-
ing program to train skilled workers for this field.
In 1931 there will be 70,000 students in various
educational institutions, training for work con-
nected with the preparation and serving of food.
In addition to a large number of short term
courses which have been established a number of
intermediate and higher educational institutions,
specializing in food problems, are already in con-
struction. These include special food “techni-
cums,” scientific research institutes, and a num-
ber of schools which will be attached directly to
the factory kitchens where theoretical and practi-
cal work may be combined on the spot. A num-
ber of institutions to train teachers for this field
are also being developed.
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The Buriat-Mongolian
Republic

ETWEEN the Eastern Siberian and Far-

Eastern regions of RSFSR (Soviet Russia
proper), on the borders of Mongolia, is situated
the Buriat-Mongolian Republic, one of the auto-
nomous republics of the RSFSR.

The Buriat-Mongolian Republic comprises an
area of 707,769 square miles and has a population
of 525,000 inhabitants. More than half of the
population constitute Buriat-Mongolians, then
come Russians, Mongolians, Chinese, Tartars and
others.

The capital of the republic, Verkhne-Udinsk, is
located on the great Trans-Siberian railroad and
is on the Moscow-Vladivostok air line.

The chief occupations in the Buriat-Mongolian
Republic are agriculture, hunting, and fishing.

Collectivization has progressed greatly during
recent years. While in 1925 there were altogether
twenty-nine collective farms in the Republic, in
1930 the number increased to 527 with a total
area of 1,235,000 acres. State farms for cattle
and sheep breeding are being established.

Squirrels, sables and arctic foxes constitute
the main game. Warrens have recently been or-
ganized and the fur trade is making rapid head-
way.

The Buriat-Mongolian Republic abounds in use-
ful minerals, which are, however, insufficiently
explored and little exploited. Gold, graphite, as-
bestos and coal are being obtained from this coun-
try. Vast deposits of iron and manganese ore,
also copper, tin, nickel and other metals have been
recently discovered.

Three-quarters of the territory is covered with
first-class forests, which supply splendid wood for
airplanes and ships. The lumber industry is being
rapidly developed.

The industries of the Buriat-Mongolian Re-
public have been developed only during recent
years. A leather factory, a smelting and brick
works, also a glass factory and electric power
stations, have been recently constructed. The
river fleet of Buriat-Mongolia has been recondi-
tioned and a river port constructed in Verkhne-
Udinsk.

The economic growth of the republic has stim-
ulated the development of cultural institutions.
The schools of this republic, numbering 1,000,
embrace 85 per cent of all the children of school
age. Besides, there are in Buriat-Mongolia sev-
eral technical schools, a number of night schools,
scientific institutions, museums and other cultural
institutions.

Instead of the several assistant-doctor stations
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of pre-war times, there are now in Buriat-Mon-
golia, in all large population centers, hospitals
and dispensaries. The recently organized Insti-
tute of Hygiene is carrying on educational work
among the population on health questions.

A great number of health resorts have been
recently organized in the vicinity of the mineral
springs abounding in this region.

Civil Aviation Development

N a recent interview with the press, P. I. Bara-
nov, one of the heads of Soviet civil aviation,
has made the following statement on the prospects
of development of civil aviation of the U. S. S. R.
in 1931:

At present the airlines in the Soviet Union
cover a distance of 43,200 kilometers. At the end
of 1931 this distance will be increased to 84,800
kilometers. Moscow will be linked up with all
the outlying regions of the country. The follow-
ing lines are to be opened: Moscow-Leningrad-
Murmansk, Moscow-Minsk, Moscow-Kiev-Odessa,
Moscow-Kharkov-Sebastopol, Moscow-Voronezh-
Stalingrad, Moscow-Samara-Orenburg-Tashkent,
Moscow-Kazan, Sverdlovsk-Khabarovsk-Vladivo-
stok. A branch-line of the latter from Khabar-
ovsk on the River Amur to Nikolaevsk-Okhotsk-
Nagaev Bay-Petropavlosk Kamchatsky-Cape Wal-
len will be the longest airline in the world.

Another important line will be the Baku-Kras-
novodsk-Ashkhabad-Chardjui line.

The new lines in the Far East together with
those already existing will cover this region with
a large network of airlines linking it up with the
gold and hunting districts.

While previously the main industries were con-
centrated in the central part of the Soviet Union
powerful enterprises are now being set up all
over the country. The vast expanses, the lack
of roads, the acute need of skilled specialists
makes the aeroplane one of the most important
assets of the industrialization program.

At present civil aviation is busy with prepara-
tions for the sowing campaign. This spring avia-
tion will become a most essential part of the cam-
paign. Spare parts for tractors and other agri-
cultural machinery will be brought to the re-
motest regions by aeroplane. Aeroplanes will
also assist in bringing emergency agro-technical
aid, ete., to the outlying districts.

In conclusion Baranov declared that on the
main airlines aeroplanes of Soviet construction
and manufacture such as the three-motor aero-
plane of the ANT9 type with passenger accommo-
dation for ten and the one-motor aeroplane K4,
will be used. The majority of aeroplanes will be
equipped with receiving and sending radio ap-
paratus.
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the elder Dostoyevsky, staff physician of the hos-
pital, have been preserved. In these quarters,
where one of the greatest and most gifted writers
of the past century, Feodor M. Dostoyevsky,
passed his childhood, is now located the museum
dedicated to him, which was organized in 1928
mainly from objects presented by relatives of the
writer.

“The museum, in conjunction with the mem-
oirs left by the brother of the writer, Andrey M.
Dostoyevsky, opens before us again a picture of
the patriarchal existence of the circle of persons
who made up the Dostoyevsky family.

“The apartment occupied by the seven persons
in the family, was of three rooms, including the
entrance hall. The entrance hall was divided
into two parts by a wooden partition, the dark,
windowless part serving as a nursery for the
older children—Mikhail and Feodor. Next was
the parlor, a fair sized room with five windows,
and the third room was the dining room, also with
a wooden partition, dividing off the section which
served as a sleeping room for the parents. In the
parlor the little Feodor would stand for hours
before his father repeating his Latin conjuga-
tions and declensions, while he gazed wistfully
out of the window at the large and beautiful gar-
den next to the hospital, with its rows of linden
trees and little paths. Or he would sit by his
father while he slept, driving away the torment-
ing flies.

“The objects shown in the museum give us
glimpses of the entire life and creative course of
Dostoyevsky. We become acquainted with his
childhood interests, which left such a profound
impress on his whole life. We learn the details
of his sojourn in the military academy, In con-
nection with the beginning of his creative activi-
ties is interesting to note his relations with other
writers of the 40’s, his acquaintance with Be-
linsky, the extraordinary interest of the latter in
this rising literary star of first magnitude, which
soon turned to indifference, and later to actual
hostility. Here are to be found Nekrasov’'s
almanac, the ‘Petersburg Collection’ which ap-
peared on January 15, 1845, in which ‘Poor Peo-
ple’ was published for the first time, and here
also is the number of Andrey Krayevsky’s ‘Ote-
chestvennykh Zapisok’ (‘Notes of the Father-
land’) in which Belinsky’s enthusiastic article on
‘Poor People’ appeared, and here is the first num-
ber of the ‘Sovreminnik,’ (‘The Contemporary’),
published by Panayev and Nekrasov, in which
writings of Dostoyevsky were published.

“The next section is concerned with Dostoyev-
sky’s connection with the circle of Petrashevsk
and Speshnev, his imprisonment, the sentence
to be shot by the Tsarist Government. His suf-
ferings on the day set for his execution are de-
cribed in a letter to his brother which is preserved
at the museum.
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“But the death sentence was commuted to exile
in Siberia, at hard labor, and next come a num.
ber of objects illustrating the period of Dos-
toyevsky’s life spent in Omsk and Semipalatinsk,
including a reproduction of the little known pic-
ture by Pomerantsev ‘Dostoyevsky in the House
of the Dead,” the original of which is in the
Museum of the Revolution in Leningrad.

“The most interesting section of the museum
is that devoted to the period of the publishing
activities of the brothers Dostoyevsky. Their first
journal, published from 1861 to 1863, ‘Vremya’
(‘The Times’), suppressed by the government,
was soon replaced by ‘Epocha,” which continued
until April, 1865, and was then discontinued for
lack of funds.

“Very revealing are the account books of the
Dostoyevsky brothers, written first in the hand
of Mikhail Mikhailovich and later, after his death
in July, 1864, by Feodor. By these may be judged
the material difficulties which hampered Dos-
toyevsky and which laid their imprint on all his
work. . ..

“A tremendous amount of work is still before
the Dostoyevsky museum in collecting a great deal
of material, the lack of which detracts from its
value at the present time. The different sections of
the museum should be supplied with fuller liter-
ary and political comments which will help the
visitors to reconstruct for themselves in its en-
tirety the tragic life of Dostoyevsky and the
extent of his creative work. But in spite of its
incompleteness, the museum is an interesting and
valuable memorial.”
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New Books on U. S. S. R.

‘“Piatiletka: Russia’s 5-year Plan,” by Michael
Farbman. New Republic, Inc., New York. $1.

“The Soviet Challenge to America,” by George
S. Counts, Associate Director International Insti-
tute, Teachers College, Columbia University. The
John Day Company, New York. $4.

“The Challenge of Russia,” by Sherwood Eddy.
Farrar and Rinehart, New York. $2.50.

“The Economic Life of Soviet Russia,” by Cal-
vin B. Hoover, Ph. D., Professor of Economics,
Duke University. The Macmillan Company, New
York. $3.

“Russia’s Productive System,” by Emile Burns.
E. P. Dutton and Co., New York. $4.

“The Russian Experiment,” by Arthur Feiler.
Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York. $3.

“The Red Trade Menace,” by H. R. Knicker-
bocker. Dodd, Mead and Company, New York.
$2.50. :

The seven books listed above, one by an English
economist, one by a German newspaper editor,
and the others by Americans, all dealing with con-
ditions in the Soviet Union from the point of view
of general interest, have been published since the
first of the year. They are all books of high qual-
ity, however varying the approach and the point
of view. Together they afford an impressive pic-
ture of progress and development in the Soviet
Union during the present transition period. The
authors all write from first-hand observation.

Mr. Michael Farbman’s “Piatiletka: Russia’s
5-Year Plan,” is an objective study from a con-
servative angle of the economic structure of the
Soviet Union and the working of the Five-Year
Plan. Mr. Farbman was sent to the Soviet Union
by the London Economist to make a thorough
survey. The major part of his volume was printed
as a special Russian supplement to the London
Economist with its issue of November 1 last. The
work is one of the most impressive studies of
Soviet economic affairs published abroad. The
appraisal of the reorientation of agriculture is
particularly informative.

“The Soviet Challenge to America” by Dr.
George S. Counts has a broader scope than most
books about the Soviet Union. The author is in-
terested primarily in what the Soviets are driving
at and how they are setting about the accomplish-
ment of their aims. This book therefore has
greater value for the inquiring mind than any
mere study of the transition period. It is one of
the few current books that fully emphasizes the
importance of the educational program in connec-
tion with the upbuilding of the Soviet society. Dr.

Counts has made several visits to Russia. On a
recent visit he travelled 6,000 miles alone in a
Ford, touching at many a remote village which
had never before seen either an automobile or a
foreigner. The results of this adventurous trip
show in the book, which has captured the feeling
of the country to a remarkable degree.

Mr. Sherwood Eddy in “The Challenge of Rus-
sia” has made a careful appraisal of progress and
perspectives in the Soviet Union. The author has
made several visits to the Soviet Union during the
past few years and he spent considerable time
there during Tsarist days, so that his background
is established and his comparisons between con-
ditions before the revolution and today are based
on substantial knowledge. His book is one of the
more important studies that have yet appeared.

In “The Economic Life of Soviet Russia” Pro-
fessor Calvin B. Hoover has produced a compre-
hensive and scholarly study of the economic struc-
ture and development in the Soviet Union. His
chapter on the organization of industry is prob-
ably the most thorough description made thus far
by any foreign authority. His chapter on agri-
culture, on the other hand, suffers from the handi-
caps inevitable to an appraisal made during a
period of complete reorientation, when the scholar
as first-hand observer tends to permit the imme-
diate difficulties and hardships to blot out the in-
evitable historical perspectives. The chapter on
money also gives the impression that the author
got a bit bemused in situations that could not be
explained by familiar landmarks and standards.
Professor Hoover betrays remarkable gifts of
analysis, and when he is explaining facts and con-
ditions he has all the objective absorption of the
scientist. When he ventures into speculation and
theory sometimes curious prejudices obtrude, and
he shows a tendency to regard a phenomenon as
sinister because it is new and strange. Probably
the author is quite unconscious of these lapses
from objectivity. In spite of them, his book will
rank among the most important American studies
of the Soviet economic system.

Mr. Emile Burns in “Russia’s Productive Sys-
tem” gives a thoroughgoing study of the Soviet
system of national economy, with the appropriate
historical background. His description of the
system of State planning and how it works is one
of the most comprehensive that has appeared.
The book is illustrated with charts and diagrams
showing the administrative set-up in industry and
agriculture. The appendix contains translations
of recent decrees reorganizing the productive
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structure. The student of economic developments
in the Soviet Union will find the book of partic-
ular value.

“The Russian Experiment” by Arthur Feiler
is a philosophical study of the Soviet Union from
the point of view of a German newspaper editor.
It is a book of substantial quality, though it is oc-
casionally weakened by apparent gaps in the
author’s knowledge of the economics of produc-
tion. The book was written in 1929, and un-
fortunately some of the situations which Mr.
Feiler discusses at length now have merely a his-
torical interest. The translation is excellent.

Mr. H. R. Knickerbocker is chief of the Berlin
Bureau of the New York Evening Post and his
account of his 10,000-mile reportorial tour in the
Soviet Union, now published under the title of
“The Red Trade Menace,” appeared serially in
The New York Evening Post. The book is not
as lurid as the title might indicate. Mr. Knicker-
bocker went in to make a study of material prog-
ress under the Five-Year Plan. He is a skilled
and shrewd reporter, and the accounts of things
he himself saw are graphically and honestly pre-
sented, however one might dispute some of his
theoretical conclusions. Occasionally he makes
rather gross statistical errors, which are probably
due to difficulties of Russian-American transla-
tion. Thus he states that Soviet timber exports
increased 150 per cent in 1930 and were much
larger than those of the United States. This is a
large overstatement. Lumber exports proper
from the Soviet Union during the fiscal year
1929-30 increased 32 per cent in volume; exports
of lumber and lumber products together increased
54 per cent in volume. The value of American
exports of lumber and products thereof last year
was nearly 50 per cent greater than the exports
of the same products from the Soviet Union.
Thus Mr. Knickerbocker made a whopping statis-
tical error on two counts. Such statistical mis-
takes, however, are not characteristic of his book,
which is an impressive piece of reporting.

These volumes, even those written from a
hostile angle; will yield no ammunition for the
fantastic stories circulated in the United States
that production in the Soviet Union comes from
convicet or forced labor. If the yarns from Riga,
Helsingfors and other émigré propaganda points
about forced labor were true, these first-hand ob-
servers certainly were blind men.

Mr. Knickerbocker visited many great indus-
trial and construction projects. In some, such as

the manganese mines at Chiaturi he was appar-

ently on the lookout for forced or convict labor
and he reports that he found none. He also noted
that wages for underground miners there last
summer were three and a third times the wages in
Tsarist times; in the old days the miners worked
gixteen hours a day, today seven hours a day.
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After travelling 10,000 miles in the Soviet
Union Mr. Knickerbocker wrote: “On this trip
I observed but one gang of convict laborers, a
road gang of the sort one frequently meets in
Texas or any of the Southern states still using
convicts on highway construction.”

Dr. Sherwood Eddy, speaking of a visit to a col-
lective farm which in the Tsarist days was a
private estate where the peasants were paid ten
and twelve cents a day by the feudal landlord and
were lashed at the whipping post when they did
not work hard enough, gives an interesting com-
parison of conditions today.

“Their nine modern tractors,’”® he writes, * are
working night and day on three eight-hour shifts.
We noticed that one of them was operated by a
woman. They have a large herd of cattle, as well
as several hundred sheep and hogs. They are
unusually successful in breeding horses. They
have good orchards, a flour and lumber mill, and
they are putting in an electric plant. The radio
in the social room connects them with Moscow.
The members of the commune receive ‘an initial
cash payment of fifty or sixty cents a day. Out
of this they pay seventeen cents for their board
and set a very good table. Their children are
cared for, from birth if desired, in the nursery for
infants up to the age of four, afterward in kinder-
garten and school, and finally, for those who are
capable, right through the university, from which
four have already graduated. They seem par-
ticularly successful in their care of the children.
We had never seen any who were happier.”

“THESE RUSSIANS,” by William C. White.
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. $3.

In “These Russians” Mr. William C. White
gives a number of conversations with and studies
of various individuals he met in different parts of
the Soviet Union. Mr. White spent three years in
the Soviet Union and learned the language. He
writes in a vivid and colorful manner. Some of
his village sketches particularly are impressive.
Unfortunately an undue proportion of the seven-
teen persons he describes, as well as the collateral
characters, seem to be social misfits. Ill-adjusted
persons are hardly typical in any society.

“CONVERSION EQUIVALENTS IN INTERNATIONAL
TRADE,” by Stephen Naft, E.E. The Commercial
Museum, Philadelphia, Pa. $5.

Dr. Naft’s volume contains weights, measures,
gauges, currencies, technical and special units
used in commerce and industry throughout the
world, with conversion tables. His tables giving
Russian standards and equivalents are thoroughly
comprehensive and based on official figures. - They
should be of great value to American business
men engaged in trade with the Soviet Union and
to American scientists and engineers interested
in Soviet construction projects.
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“SOVIET FOREIGN TRADE, MENACE OR PROMISE,”
by J. M. Budish and Samuel S. Shipman of the
Economic Division, Amtorg Trading Corporation.
Horace Liveright, New York, 1931. $2.50.

Messrs. Budish and Shipman have made a con-
servative and thorough analysis of American-So-
viet trade, its development and its relation to
American foreign trade generally and to Ameri-
can industry, as well as its relation to the foreign
trade of the Soviet Union. The handsome trade
balance in favor of the United States in this com-
merce is set forth and explained. Some 85 pages
are devoted to a study in great detail of the Amer-
ican imports from the Soviet Union, which last
year amounted in value to one-fifth the American
exports to the Soviet Union.

The analysis reveals that, according to figures
of the Department of Commerce, while the
greater part of American exports to the Soviet
Union consist of finished manufactures, nearly
two-thirds of the American imports from the So-
viet Union consist of crude materials, which give
employment to American manufacturers and
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workers in the course of being worked up into
finished goods. The principal American imports
from the Soviet Union consist of raw materials
which America must import in quantity to feed
into its factory production, and which it has been
importing from various countries for a number
of years, in most cases in steadily increasing
quantities. Thus the trade between the two coun-
tries is complementary and has large perspectives
of growth.

The book contains thorough and comprehensive
chapters on “dumping,” and on labor in the Soviet
Union. These chapters are particularly informa-
tive in view of the fantastic stories about Soviet
trade practices anua about labor conditions that
have been circulated in the United States.

The book, with its careful statistical back-
ground and its objective analysis of commercial
realities and prospects, should prove of great
value to American business and trade executives
and to all persons interested in the development
of international commerce. The volume affords
an intimate study of the most rapidly developing
market in the world today.

Some Recent Magazine Articles on the Soviet Union -

Following {8 a list of the more important ariiclcs on the Soviet

Union which have appeared since the Ilist published in the

January {ssue of the SovieT UNION REVIEW,

“Young Technicians of the Soviet,” Baltimore Sun Magazine,
January 18, 1431.
An English sclentist describes the Soviet system of

technical education.

“Two American Boys in the U. 8. 8. R.,” by David and Robin
Kinkhead. The New Republic, January 28, 1931.
Final installment of series of letters commenced §n
December 24 issue.

“The Soviet Railway System.,” by Ralph Budd, President of the
Ggr;at Northern Railway. Pan Pacific Progress, January,
1531

An account of the inspection of Soviet railroads made by
Mr. Budd at the invitation of the Soviet Government.

*“C. A. Gill Becomes Chief Consulting Engineer of Russian Rail-
ways.” Baltimore and Ohio Magazine, February, 1231,
An article on Soviet railroads in connection with the
appointment of the superintendent of the B. & O. Eastern
lines to Soviet advisory job.

“Will the Five-Year Plan Succeed?”
Nation, February 4, 31.
Mr. Fischer recapitulates the main events of 1930 and
anticipates the trends for 1931,

‘*‘Americans in Soviet Russia,” by Willlam C. White.
February, 1831.
Mr. White describes the different types of American visi-
tors one meets in the U. S. 8. R.

by Louis Fischer. The

Scribners,

“Russian Icons,” by Alfred H. Barr, Jr. The Arts, February,
1931.

An article on the history of Russian icons and recent
restoration work, in connection with the exhibition shown
at Metropolitan Museum in New York, and in other cities.

“The Dragon's Teeth.” by Hallle Flanagan. Theater Guild
. Magazine, February, 1931,
Mrs. Flanagan describes the Georgian theater in the last
article of her series on the Soviet stage.

“The Continuous Working Week in Soviet Russia,” by Marcel
Griaule. International Labour Review, February, 1931.

A descriptionq of work under the new flve-day, continu-
ous production week, and an analysis of the results.

“Russia and the World Crisis,” by William Henry Chamber-
lain. The New Republic, February 18, 1931.
A discussion of the Five-Year Plan, Soviet foreign rela-
tions, and “forced exports.”

‘““The Balance Sheet of Russia’'s 5-Year Plan,” by William Henry
Chamberlain. The New Republic, February 25, 1931.
“An American Workman in Russia,” by Lement Harris. Outlook
and Independent, February 265, 1931.
A recent Harvard graduate tells of two years spent in
the Soviet Union as a worker on a State farm and in a
factory.
“Lydia Petrovna,” by Eugene Lyons. The New Freeman, Feb-
ruary 25, 1931,
A Russian girl explains
back.”

“why the revolution can’'t go

“Child Welfare in Soviet Russia,” by Vera Edelstadt. Current

History, March, 1931,

“The Franco-British Plot to Dismembher Russia,” by Leonid I.
Strakhovsky, Current History, March, 1931.
Historical material on the agreement between France and
Engl?nd in December, 1917, regarding the partitioning of
ussia.

“The Soviet Union,"” by Edgar S.
March, 1931,
Statistical data on the Five-Year Plan, analysis of Soviet
foreign trade and appraisal of present political situation.

Furniss. Current History,

“Meet the Younger Smiths of Russia,” by Helen Christine Ben-
nett. McCall’'s, March, 1931.
The third of a series of articles on the daily life of the
ordinary person in the Soviet Union.

“The Smiths Step Out.” by Helen Christine Bennett. McCall's,
April, 1931,

The last article of the above series.
“Russia—The Industrial ILaboratory,” by Sam A. Lewisohn.
Political Science Quarterly. March, 1931.

Some problems of Iaibor and management in the
S. R. discussed.

U. s
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Miscellaneous News

U. S. S. R. Leading Purchaser of American Farm
Implements

THE Soviet Union was the principal foreign
market for American agricultural implements
in 1930, taking 36 per cent of all exports in this
category.* Exports to the Soviet Union for the
year were $41,640,093, as compared with $24,-
488,192 for Canada and $17,440,244 for Argen-
tina. Exports to the Soviet Union increased 106
per cent over those of 1929. Exports to all other
countries showed a decrease of 389 per cent. Ex-
ports to Canada, the second best market, fell off
36 per cent, those to Argentina, the third best
market, decreased by 51 per cent.

Of the Soviet purchases more than 85 per cent
consisted of tractors. The remaining purchases
consisted mainly of harvesting machinery and
equipment, including 1,376 combines valued at
$1,911,794, as compared with 435 combines valued
at $700,791 in 1929. Half of the tractors ex-
ported from the United States went to the Soviet
Union. The purchases included 20.447 wheel
tractors. The Soviet Union took 2,689 tracklay-
ing tractors.

Last year was the first year in which the Soviet
Union was the leading purchaser of American
agricultural implements. In 1929 it stood third
to Canada and Argentina. Before the war the
Russian purchases in this line were negligible.
Of the total exports of agricultural implements
to Europe in 1930 the Soviet Union took 77 per
cent.

Issue Department Improves Reserves

The statement of the Department of Issue of
the State Bank of the Soviet Union as of March
1 gives an indication of the greatly improved
reserve position of the issue department during
the past year. Note issue of 210,770,380 cher-
vontzi (1 chervontzi=$5.141%45) showed an in-
crease of 31 per cent over March 1, 1930, while
the gold holdings of 48,361,114 chervontzi showed
an increase of 66 per cent.

The solid cover of gold, precious metals and
foreign currency as of March 1 was 54,703,607
chervontzi, or 26 per cent, as compared with
38,895,337 chervontzi, or 25.3 per cent, a year
ago. Of the solid cover March 1 gold represented
88 per cent, as compared with 75 per cent a year
ago.

*All figures from “Commerce Reports,” Feb. 16, 1931.

Special Commissariat for Waterways Established

On January 30th a decree was issued by the
Soviet Government creating a separate People’s
Commissariat for Waterways of the U. S. S. R.
Hitherto the waterways have been under the
supervision of the People’s Commissariat for
Ways and Communications which included the
railroads and all land and water routes. Nikolay
Mikhailovich Yanson, formerly People’s Commis-
sar of Justice and Assistant Chairman of the
Council of People’s Commissars of the R. S. F.
S. R. (Soviet Russia proper), has been appointed
People’s Commissar for Waterways.

“Commisstons of Fulfillment” for the Separate
Republics

On February 18th a decree was issued provid-
ing for the organization of “Commissions of Ful-
fillment” under the Councils of People’s Commis-
sars of the Union and Autonomous Republics and
under the Regional Executive Committees. This
follows the decree of December 24th, providing
for an All-Union “Commission of Fulfillment” to
verify the progress of the Five-Year Plan and
fight bureaucracy. The decree states that the
purpose of these “Commissions of Fulfillment”
is to check up on the actual execution of the
directions of the Government and its local organs,
and to strengthen discipline in all government
and economic organizations from top to bottom.

Krjijanovsky Heads Power Development

On February 11th, Gleb M. Krjijanovsky was
at his own request freed of his duties as vice-
chairman of the State Planning Commission of
the U. S. S. R., and appointed head of the “Ener-
gocenter” of the Supreme Economic Council of
the Soviet Union. The “Energocenter” is the or-
ganization directing the power development
throughout the Soviet Union. Krjijanovsky also
becomes a member of the Presidium of the
Supreme Economic Council.

New Head of Centrosoyus

On February 11th, it was announced that in
view of his transfer to other work Mr. A. D.
Badayev had been relieved of his duties as chair-
man of the administration of Centrosoyus (Union
of Consumers’ Cooperatives) of the U. S. S. R,,
and the R. S. F. S. R. Mr. I. A. Zelensky has
been appointed chairman of Centrosoyus in his
stead.
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Books and Pamphlets About the U.S. S. R. in the English Language

The following list is given in chronological order.

“Ten Days that Shook the World,” by John Reed. International

Publishers, New York.
“Russia in 1919" by Arthur Ransome. B. W. Huebsch, New
Testimony before the Com-

York,

“The Bulhtt stslon to Russia.”
mittee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate, of Wm.
C. Bullitt. B. W. Heubsch, N. Y.,

“Fighting Without a War,” An Account of Military Interven-
tion in North Russia, by Ra)ph Albertson. Harcourt, Brace
and Howe. New York. 1920.

“The Russian Workers' Repubhc. by H. N. Brailsford. Harper
and Brothers, New York, 1921,

“Through the Russian Revolutlon," by Albert Rhys Willlams.
Boni and Liveright, New York, 1921,

“The Russian Soviet Republic,” by Edward A. Ross. The Cen-
tury Co., New York, 1923.

“The First Time in History,” by Anna Louise Strong. Boni and

Liveright, New York, 1924.
“New Constitution of the Soviet Unifon.”
tion Bureau, Washington, 1824.
Leon Trotsky: “Literature and Revolution,” International Pub-
lishers. New York 1925: “Lenin.” Minton Balch & Co..
New York, 1925: ‘“Whither Russia?’ International Pub-
lishers, New York 1926.

“The New Theatre and Cinema in Russia’’ by Huntley Carter.
Intern'monal Publishers, New York, 1

“*Broken Earth,” by Maurice Hindus. International Publishers,
New York, 1926.

“Of1 Impermhsm—-’rhe International Struggle for Petroleum.”
by Louis Fischer, Internntional Publishers, New York. 1926.

Soviet Union Informa-

“Modern Russian Composers by Leonid Sabaneyef. Interna-
tional Publishers, New York, 1927.
“On the Steppes, A Russian Diary,” by James N. Rosenberg.

Alfred A. Knonf. New York, 1927.

“The Russian Land.” bv Albert Rhys Willlams.
Inc., New York, 1927,

“Russia After Ten Years.” Report of the American Trade Union
Delegaticn to the Soviet Union. International Publishers,
New York, 1927.

Anna Louise Strong: “How the Communists Rule Russia”;
“Marriage and Morals in Soviet Russia”; “How Business is
Carried on in Soviet Russia”; “Workers' Life in Soviet Rus-
sia’ : “Peasant Life in Soviet Russia.” Little Blue Books.
Haldeman Julius, Girard, Kansas. 1927.

Vanguard Studies of Soviet Russia. The Vanguard Press, New
York, 1927-28: “How the Soviets Work.,” by H. N. Bralls-
ford.—*“The Economic Organization of the Soviet Union,”
by Scott Nearirg and Jack Hardy.—‘“Village Life Under the
Soviets.” bv Karl Borders.—"Religion under the So\'ietsv"
by Julius F. Hecker.—"Soviet Russia and Her Neighbors,”
by R. Page Arnot.—“Soviet Trade Unlons " by Robert W,

“Women in Soviet Russia,” by Jessica Smith.—

“New Schools in New Russia,” by Luecy L. W, Wilson.—

“Health Work in Soviet Russia.”” by Anna J. Haines.—

“Liberty under the Soviets.,” by Roger N. Baidwin.—"The

Jews and Other Minor Nationalities under the Soviets,” by

Avrahm Yarmolinsky.
; Edited by Stuart Chase.

New Republic,

“Soviet Russia in the Second Decade”
Robert Dunn and R. G. Tugwell of the Technical Staff of
the First American Trade Union Delegation to the Soviet
Union. John Day Company, New York. 1928.

“Present Dav Russia,” by Ivy Lee. Macmilian Company,
York. 1928,

“Labor Protection in Soviet Russia.” by George M. Price. In-
ternational Publishers, New York, 1928.

“IMustrated History of the Russian Revolution,” 1917-1927. Ten
Years' Progress Reported by Authoritative Russian Leaders,
2 Vol. International Publishers, New York, 1928,

“Russian Feonomic Development Since the Revolution,” by Mau-
rice Dobb, E. P. Dutton & Co.. New York. 1928.

“Guide Book to the Soviet Union.” International Publishers,
New York, 1928.

“American Policy Toward Russia Since 1917 by Dr. Fred L.
Schuman. International Publishers, New York, 1928.

“Dreiser Looks at Russia.” by Theodore Dreiser. Iforace
Liveright, New York, 192

“I.enin.”” by Valeriu Marcu.
1928

New

8.
Macmillan Campany, New York,

“Soviet Union Year Book.” by A. A. Santalov and Louis Segal.
George Allen & Unwin, Ltd., L.ondon, England. 1930 (May
be obtained from Amtorg Publsihing Divigion, 136 Liberty
Street. New York Citv. $2.50).

“Impressions of Soviet Russia and the Revolutionary World,”
by John Dewey. New Republic, Tnc.. New York, 1929,

“The Soviet Union; Reference Book on the UI. 8 S. R.” Soviet
U"nion Information Bureau, Washington, 1929,
“Civic Training in Soviet Russia.” by Samuel N, Harper. Uni-

versity of Chicago Press, C‘hicago., 1929,
“The Curious Lottery.” by Walter Duranty.
New York. 1029,
“Soviet Union & Peace,”

garding peace and disarmament,

I"ublishers. New York, 1629,
“Revolution of 1917 by V. 1. Lenin. Volume XX of Collected

Works—2 vals. International Publishers, New York, 1929.

Coward McCann.

A collection of official documents re-
1917-1929. International

“The Soviet Unfon Looks Ahead.” The Five Year Plan for Eco-

" nomic Construction. Horace Liveright, New York, 1929.

The Red Star in Samarkand,” by Anna Louise Strong. Cowanrd
McCann, New York, 1929.

“Humanity Ubprooted,” by Maurice Hindus.
and Harrison S8mith, New York, 1929,
“The Soviet Union at Work,” charts and diagrams compiled by

Albert A. Johnson. A. A. Johnson and Associates, Spring-

field, Mass., 1929.

“The New Education in the Soviet Republic,” by Albert P.

" Pinkevitch. John Day Company. New York. 1929.

Soviet Economic Development and American Business,” by Saul

“ G. Bron, Horace Liveright, New York. 1930.

Soviet Russia—A Living Record and a History.” by Willilam
{-Igear(l)ry ghan\beriain Little, Brown and Company, Boston,

“Russia Today and Yesterday,” by Dr. E. J. Dillon. Doubleday

) Doran, New York, 1930. $3.

‘Voices of October—Art and Literature in Soviet Russia,” by
Joseph Freeman, Joshua Kunitz and Louis Lozowick. The

" Vanguard Press, New York. 1930. $4.

A Ford Crosses Soviet Russia,” by George 8. Counts, Stratford
Co., Boston, Mass., 1930.

“The Soviets in World Affairs.” 2 vols.,, by Louis Fischer. Jona-

" than Cape and Harrison Smith, New York, 1930. $10.00.

Memories of Lenin,” by Nadezhda K. Krupskaya. International

wap. Publishers. New York., 1930. $1.50.

Modern Farming—Soviet Style,” by Anna Louise Strong. In-
ternational Pamphlets, New York. 1¢30. $.10

“The Five-Year Plan of the Soviet Union. A Political Interpre-
tation,”” by G. T. Grinko. International Publishers, New
York. 1930. $3.50.

“The Russian Experiment.” by Arthur Feiler. Harcourt, Brace
and Company, New York, 1930, 3.

“Platiletka: Russia’s 5-Year Plan.” by Michael Farbman. New
Republie, Inc., New York, 1931. $1.

“The Soviet Challenge to America.” by George S. Counts, Assocl-
ate Director International Institute, Teachers College, Co-
lllgrglbla:})nlversity The John Day Company, New York.,

“The Challenge of Russia.” by Sherwood Eddy.
Rinehart, New York, 1931, $2.5

Jonathan Cape

Farrar and

“The Economic ILife of Soviet Russla." by Calvin B. Hoover,
Ph.D.. Professor nf Economics. Duke University. The Mac-
cillan Company, New York. 1931. $3.

‘“Russia’s Productive Svstem.” by F)mlle Bums E. P. Dutton
millan Compvanv. New York, 1931,

“The Red Trade Menace.” bv H. R. Knlokerbocker Dodd, Meaad
and ~ompany. New York, 1931, $2.50.

“There Russians” by Willilam C. White, Charles Scribner’s
Sons. New York, 1931. $3.

“Soviet Foreign Trade. Menace or Promise,” by Budish and
Shipman. Horace TdAveright. New York, 1981.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR READERS

Bound Volume 8 of the SOVIET UNION
REVIEW, containing all the issues published
in 1980, as well as a comprehensive indez, i3
ready for delivery.

This volume 18 an indispensable reference
book for anyone desiring a record of the
events of 1980—in many ways the most de-
cistve year in the history of the Soviet Gov-
ernment.

It contains material on the Five-Year:
Plan, the Chinese - Eastern Ratlroad contro-
versy, foreign relations generally, American-
Soviet trade, collective agriculture, labor
problems, housing, education, science, art,
muste, publishing, radio, aviation, and many
other things of interest to the student of
Sovtet affairs.

We suggest placing your order immedi-
ately, as there are a limited number of copies.
The price 18 $8.00.
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Molotov Reports to

HE report of the government to the Sixth

Congress of Soviets, which opened in Moscow
on March 8, was made by Viacheslav Molotov,
Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars.
In describing the activities of the government
during the past two years Molotov first stressed
the point that the most important change that
had taken place in the Soviet Union since the
Fifth Congress of Soviets in 1929 was that the
socialized elements of the national economy had
gained absolute supremacy as a result of the prog-
ress of socialist industry and the growth of State
farms and collectives. After a discussion of the
general international situation and a review of
the various anti-Soviet campaigns launched dur-
ing the past two years, Molotov took up the ques-
tions of alleged Soviet “dumping” and ‘“forced
labor.” He pointed out that the real background
of the anti-Soviet “dumping” campaign could be
exposed by certain elementary economic facts.

The “Soviet Dumping” Myth
“In 1913,” he said, “Russia’s share in the
world’s exports was altogether about 3.5 per cent,
which was rather littlee Well, we have not

reached that level yet. For, in 1930 our share of
world’s export was only 1.9 per cent. Thus, even

Congress of Soviets

as compared with the insignificant level of Rus-
sian exports in the past, our exports today are
hardly more than one-half of that. As regards the
exports to individual countries in 1929, Soviet ex-
ports formed 0.5 per cent in England, Italy and
France, and 2.6 per cent in Germany, which was
the highest level reached.

“It is to be regretfully observed that even in
absolute figures, our exports are considerably be-
low pre-war. As against the 1,500,000,000
rubles* of Russian exports in 1913, our exports
in 1930 amounted only to about 1 billion rubles,
which was a reduction of half a billion rubles.
Yet, in 1913 nobody was lamenting that the ex-
ports of Tsarist Russia were the cause for eco-
nomic crisis in the capitalist countries.

“The preposterous character of the explanation
of the crisis as due to ‘Soviet dumping’ may be
pointed out by still other facts. In both Europe
and America industries making products which
our country does not export at all, but imports
from them, are caught in the common crisis.

“Indeed, can the depression of the steel indus-
try be seriously ascribed to the effect of ‘Soviet
dumping’? The U.S.S.R. does not export, but

*A ruble is equal to 51.5 cents,
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it imports metal. Or, can ‘Soviet dumping’ ex-
plain the crisis of machine construction in Amer-
ica and Europe? The crisis in that industry is
growing, whereas the Soviet Union increases year
by year the importation of equipment from
Europe as well as from America. Or, does ‘Soviet
dumping’ account for the catastrophic curtail-
ment of automobile production? Does it not
sound ridiculous at a time when we have to im-
port large quantities of automobiles from abroad?

“Such instances might be quoted ad infinitum.
Suffice it to say that the U.S.S.R. is the only
country which not only has not curtailed, but on
the contrary, has considerably increased its im-
ports during the last year.

“By this I do not mean to say that we are not
extending our exports, or that we do not contem-
plate such extension in the future. On the con-
trary, we are increasing our foreign trade turn-
over, and to meet our growing annual imports we
also increase our exports. This is to the advan-
tage of everybody concerned. . . . "”

With regard to the accusations of “forced
labor” in the Soviet Union, Molotov pointed out
the absurdity of using such a term to describe
conditions of labor in a country where the means
of production are actually in the hands of the
workers, where unemployment no longer exists,
where the seven-hour day is gradually being ex-
tended to all branches of industry, and even the
six-hour day exists in many of the more danger-
ous trades, where wages and social insurance
funds are steadily growing, and where the growth
of the “socialist competition” movement is evi-
dence of the interest of the workers in their jobs.

Labor Conditions in the North

With regard to the Soviet lumber industry,
Molotov gave the following picture of conditions
in the northern districts:

“Let me say at once that in those lumber camps
about which so much is now written abroad, there
are now engaged during this season 1,134,000
workers, all of them employed on the usual con-
dition of free labor, no convict labor whatever
being employed.

“Nevertheless we never intended to conceal the
fact that we do employ the labor of healthy and
able-bodied convicts on some communal and road
work. We have done so before, are doing so now,
and shall continue to do so in the future. This
is only to the advantage of society. It is also to
the advantage of the convicts, who are thus
taught to do useful work and to be useful mem-
bers of society.

“In a number of northern districts, about which
so much is being written by the foreign news-
papers in connection with the campaign against
‘forced labor’, we have indeed employed and
are employing the labor of convict prisoners on
certain jobs. But the facts to be stated below
will clearly demonstrate that the labor of the con-
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vict prisoners has nothing whatever to do with
our export products.

“Let us enumerate the objects on which convict
labor is employed.

_“In Karelia the road from Kem to Ukhta, 208
kilometers in length, has already been built by
convicts, and also the Parandovo-Kiksh highway,
190 kilometers long. Such work is unquestion-
ably essential to the country.

“Of exceptional importance is the present work
of digging the White Sea-Baltic canal in Karelia.
This canal, having a length of 914 kilometers, em-
bracing the Ladoga and Onega lakes, is to unite
the Baltic Sea with the White Sea. Connected
with the digging of this canal is extensive work
on excavation and on draining operations on the
lakes and rivers forming part of the canal sys-

tem. At the present time there is work going on

in the district of the Vyg Lake. The digging of
the canal is to be completed in the course of two
years.

“In the Northern Region we are also carrying
out a number of important road-building and rail-
way construction projects. Thus, in the northern
district the Siktivkar-Ukhta road is being built,
having a stretch of 313 kilometers, of which 160
have already been completed. The road leads to
the Ukhta district where oil prospecting opera-
tions are in progress. Moreover, in the same dis-
trict the Siktivkar-Pinyug railway, with a stretch
of 305 kilometers, is being constructed entirely by
convict labor. Ninety-seven kilometers of this
railway track has already been completed. This
work may play a big role in building up the oil
area in this district. The Ukhta oil region is go-
ing to be of importance to the surrounding dis-
tricts as well as to the whole of the Union.

“Upon all those works in the aforesaid districts
there are about 60,000 people employed.

“I should like to add a few words about the
working and living conditions of the convicts in
those districts. In all the camps the working day
has been set at 8 hours for the convicts. While
receiving the necessary rations, and also monthly
wages of from 20 to 30 rubles in cash, the amount
of work required from the convicts does not ex-
ceed that of the free laborer. The convict camps
constitute settlements where the workers walk
about unguarded and enjoy perfect freedom of
movement. There is a great amount of cultural
and educational activity going on among the con-
vict laborers, books and periodicals are received,
and so on. Thus, in the autumn of 1930 there
were about 10,000 people in the northern dis-
tricts enjoying the benefits of craft and technical
education. . . .

“It seems to me that a part in stopping these
fables about ‘forced labor’ in the U.S.S.R,,
can be taken by those representatives of foreign
countries, and representatives of foreign news-
papers, who are resident in the U.S.S.R. Of
course, the attempts made abroad to appoint of-
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ficial committees to ‘investigate’ the situation in
the U.S.S.R. are quite unacceptable to the Soviet
Government, as such an investigation would be
incompatible with the sovereign rights of our
State. No free and sovereign state would agree
to such a one-sided ‘investigation.” However,
the representatives of foreign countries and of
foreign newspapers resident in Moscow enjoy
here entire freedom of movement, and, if they
desire, they may become personally convinced how
utterly groundless are the lies spread abroad
about ‘forced labor’ in the U.S.S.R. If they think
it necessary, any one of them may travel to the
spot where export goods are produced, for in-
stance, export timber, and convince himself
that there is no connection whatever between
such export goods and the employment of
convict labor, or of any labor of a compulsory
character. . . .

“If there be any need for it, we shall agree,
upon terms of equality, to the appointment of any
foreign delegations elected by the workers them-
selves to come here and study labor conditions
on the spot. Who should be interested in the con-
ditions of labor in our country, or in any other
country, more than the workers themselves? Let
such an opportunity be granted the foreign work-
ers by those in authority. We only insist that, on
terms of equality, similar facilities be extended
by foreign governments to our workers to study
conditions in their respective countries.”

Foreign Relations of the U.S.S.R.

Turning to the question of disarmament, Molo-
tov stated that the failure of the preparatory
commission for the disarmament conference to
make any headway whatever in the direction of
real disarmament had caused the Soviet delega-
tion to disassociate itself from the work of the
commission. Speaking of the International Dis-
armament Conference to be convened in Febru-
ary, 19382, he said:

“As regards the U.S.S.R,, it can participate in
the disarmament conference only to the extent
that this conference will really endeavor to bring
about disarmament, or at least, a substantial re-
duction of armaments. At the same time, we can
only warn the capitalist powers that neither prior
to the conference, nor in the conference itself,
shall we allow any decisions and treaties arrived
at in our absence and without our participation
to be imposed on us.”

In the section of his report dealing with the
international relations of the Soviet Union, Molo-
tov emphasized the necessity for the U.S.S.R. to
n:aintain peace and to develop its economic rela-
tions with the rest of the world.

“In its struggle for universal peace,” he de-
clared, “and for the strengthening of its peaceful
relations with other countries, the Soviet State
has, on more than one occasion, demonstrated its
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consistency and its exceptional firmness. This
policy will be continued by the Soviet Union,
bearing in mind that the strengthening of univer-
sal peace is to the interest of the workers, not
only of our country, but of all countries.

Germany

“The two years which have elapsed since the
Fifth Soviet Congress may be subdivided into two
periods. The first period covers the end of 1929
and the beginning of 1930. In my report to the
Soviet Congress I cannot avoid mentioning the
fact that, to our profound regret, the German
government and public circles during the first
period seemed to be carried away by the wave of
the anti-Soviet ‘crusade’ which for a time consti-
tuted a menace to the development of Soviet-Ger-
man relations. However, since the middle of 1930
a favorable change has taken place in the rela-
tions between the U.S.S.R. and Germany, which
I note with satisfaction. The fundamental line
of Germany’s recent foreign policy in regard to
the U.S.S.R. has been that of friendly coopera-
tion, and of continued improvement of the rela-
tions which have stood the test of nine years, and
which, I am firmly convinced, may and should be
further developed in our mutual interest and the
interest of universal peace. The present visit of
a delegation of leading German industrialists to
this country furnishes an additional proof of the
fact that the German leaders understand the im-
portance and value of Soviet-German economic
cooperation. Permit me to express my conviction
that the visit of this delegation, and its direct ne-
gotiations with the leaders of Soviet industry, will
bear fruit and will strengthen even further the
foundation of our economic relations.*

Italy

“Our relations with Italy during these two
years have developed normally and on the whole
satisfactorily. In regard to trade relations, there
was a certain improvement. An agreement was
signed last summer (August 2) under which the
Ttalian government is to guarantee long-term
credits on orders placed by our State organization
in Italy, which makes possible a considerable ex-
tension of our purchases in Italy. The terms of
this agreement have already been not only ful-
filled but exceeded and in a shorter period than
was expected. At the same time there is to be
observed in Italy a considerable interest in a num-
ber of our articles of export, such as oil, grain,
coal, timber, etc. The experience of the develop-
ment of our economic ties with Italy is the best
proof of the possibility and of the mutual profit-
ableness of trade relations between the U.S.S.R.
and the capitalist countries, regardless of the dia-

*On April 14th it was announced in Berlin that addi-
tional long-term ecredits had been extended on Soviet
orders for $75.000,000 worth of industrial equipment.
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metrically opposite character of the two systems.

“The revival of Soviet-Italian relations made it
expedient to arrange for a personal meeting for
the exchange of views between our Commissar for
Foreign Affairs, Litvinov, and the Italian foreign
minister, Grandi. Since the greatest menace to
peace at the present time is the formation of an
anti-Soviet bloc of the capitalist powers, any rap-
prochement between the U.S.S.R. and another
country, especially an important country like
Italy, is bound to serve the cause of peace.

Turkey

“During the recent period our relations with
Turkey continued to be strengthened. This was
reflected in the visit paid by our assistant foreign
commissar, Karakhan, to Turkey in December,
1929, and in the signing of the Soviet-Turkish
protocol at Angora extending for another two
years the Paris Pact between U.S.S.R. and Tur-
key. Supplementing the provisions of the Paris
Pact, the Angora protocol extended the obliga-
tions of the signatories, binding both sides to re-
frain from negotiating with neighboring states
without informing each other, and from signing
any treaties with those states without securing
the consent of each other. The visit of Tewfik
Rushdi-Bey to the U.S.S.R. in 1930 has further
extended the personal contact between the lead-
ers of the foreign policies of the U.S.S.R. and
Turkey, serving as a fresh proof of friendship.

“The development of the economic and cultural
relations between Turkey and the U.S.S.R. con-
tinues. In the course of last year negotiations
were started for a Soviet-Turkish trade agree-
ment, which is shortly to be signed. Thus, we
have a general strengthening of the friendly rela-
tions between Turkey and the U.S.S.R., and prac-
tical cooperation in a number of fields.

“Today a telegram was received from Angora
regarding the signing of the Soviet-Turkish
agreement yesterday. Under the terms of this
agreement both sides bind themselves to advise
each other six months ahead in case any new war-
ships are ordered or launched for the Black Sea
fleet. Of course, agreements of this kind are no
substitute for our disarmament proposals, but in
this case the agreement affords additional proof
of mutual confidence.

Great Britain

“As already stated, great changes have occurred
in our relations with Great Britain since the last
Congress. The defeat of the Conservatives in the
general election of 1929 was at the same time
the defeat of their foreign policy. Both the
U.S.S.R. and Great Britain are interested in the
development of our mutual economic relations,
and we have already certain successes to register
in this respect. During the first year of our nor-
mal relations—that is, during 1929-30—Soviet
imports from England increased from £9,912,000
to £15,395,000. We have every ground to antici-
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pate the further development of our economic re-
lations with Great Britain.

“It should also be noted as a welcome fact that
at present there is a mixed Soviet-English com-
mission of experts meeting in London to check up
and adjust mutual material claims.

“Nevertheless, we cannot help alluding to the
fact that the British Parliament, and part of the
British press, are the arena for endless manifes-
tations of outspoken hostility to the Soviet Union.
Notably, the Conservative Party is doing every-
thing possible to wreck Soviet-British relations.
The Soviet government must warn the Congress
about the necessity of keeping a particularly vigi-
lant eye on the development of the situation in
England, for the anti-Soviet campaign and the in-
tervention movement in that country are led by
the most influential leaders of the Conservative
Party and former members of the Cabinet.

Japan

“QOur relations with Japan are continuing to
develop normally, in the direction of the further
strengthening of our friendship, and of the mu-
tual understanding based upon the Treaty of
Peking.

“I note with satisfaction the fact that during
the years which have elapsed since the signing of
the treaty, and particularly during the last two
years, there was not a single political conflict re-
corded between the U.S.S.R. and Japan. At the
same time there was considerable extension of
our trade relations, our trade being already four
times above the pre-war level of trade between
Japan and Tsarist Russia.

“The controversy which arose partly on the
grounds of carrying out the terms of the fishery
concessions has been settled, and we believe all
questions will be so settled in the future, in the
spirit of friendship and in strict accord with the
treaties. Naturally, the Soviet government was
bound to meet with due resistance the attempts
of greedy groups of capitalists who wanted to
ignore the fishing convention, as well as Soviet
laws.

“Mutual respect for the interests of both coun-
tries, and strict observance of treaty obligations,
should be the basis for the further development
of our amicable relations.*

Persia and Afghanistan

“During the period under report there has been
no change in our relations with Persia. 1 may
particularly note that we have already started
negotiations about the conclusion of a Soviet-Per-
sian trade agreement, which will further contrib-
ute to the strengthening of our relations.

“As regards Afghanistan, the Soviet govern-

*Since this report was made Anikiev, trade representa-
tive of the U.S.S.R. in Japan, was severely wounded in an
attempt on his life by a Japanese citizen. An exchange of
notes has taken place hetween the U.S.S.R. and Japan.
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ment has consistently maintained the position of
strengthening amicable relations and the inde-
pendence of Afghanistan. At the present time
our mutual relations with Afghanistan are de-
veloping normally. I may particularly note the
development of our economic relations with Af-
ghanistan which are constantly growing. On the
order of the day is now the question of signing a
trade agreement, the necessity of which is recog-
nized and admitted by both sides. We have every
ground to anticipate the further growth and
strengthening of our relations with Afghanistan.

France

“In the foregoing part of my speech I have al-
ready referred to our relations with France; I
have also dealt with this question in my report
before the session of the Central Executive Com-
mittee of the Union. No substantial change has
since occurred. . . .

“During the last two years there were excep-
tional difficulties placed in the way of the activity
of our trade delegation and of our economic agen-
cies in France. I am referring to the proceedings
in the French courts in connection with law suits
entered upon by shady personalities flocking to
Paris from different countries, and invariably ob-
taining satisfaction from the French courts for
their fictitious claims against our economic organ-
izations. In this connection the French courts did
not hesitate to accept the obviously false evidence
given by forgers and swindlers.

“After what I have said, there is no need to
dwell at any length on our relations with France.
It must be regretfully admitted that in the do-
main of Soviet-French relations an exceptionally
grave and serious menace to the cause of univer-
sal peace is harbored. Not in vain has the French
government invariably declined our proposals for
the signing of a non-aggression treaty, as though
the elimination of the danger of disturbing the
world peace did not concern the interests of the
French government. Nevertheless, we are pre-
pared to continue our efforts towards the
strengthening of our mutual relations if we see
sincere readiness on France’s part as well to im-
prove Soviet-French relations.

Poland and Other Countries

“Our relations with Poland, unfortunately, still
leave a good deal to be desired. Notwithstanding
the acceptance by Poland of our proposal to sign
the Moscow protocol, our repeated attempts in the
direction of strengthening Soviet-Polish relations
have not met with the necessary response. On
the other hand, as immediate neighbors, we can-
not help turning attention to the fact that Poland
during the whole of the last three sessions of the
disarmament preparatory commission, persist-
ently and actively participated in the rejection of
all proposals for real reduction of armaments
whether made by Soviet or other delegates.
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“In our relations with the Baltic countries—
Latvia, Esthonia, and Finland, there has been
very little recent change. It should be said only
that the influences of large foreign powers hostile
to the Soviet Union are continuing to exercise by
no means negligible pressure on the policies of
those countries. .

“Our relations with Lithuania, and also with
Danzig, are quite normal and systematically im-
proving.

“Our economic relations with Sweden, Norway,
and Denmark, as well as with Austria, are de-
veloping normally.

“Greece is the only Balkan country which estab-
lished normal and amicable relations with the
U.S.S.R,, as far back as 1924. I think it neces-
sary, therefore, to make special mention of the
fact of the development and strengthening of
Soviet-Greek relations during the period which
has elapsed since the Fifth Congress of Soviets.

“Mention should be made also of the devel-
opment of our relations with Hedjas and Yemen.

China

“There is no need now to dwell in detail on our
relations with China. . . .

‘“We continue to hope for the successful com-
pletion of the labors of the Soviet-Chinese Con-
ference; at the same time we shall follow with the
utmost vigilance the machinations of our ene-
mies, exposing their activities which are both
provocative and hostile to the interests of the peo-
ples of the U.S.S.R. and China, and realizing the
necessity for us to be prepared to repel all at-
tempts to disturb the peace in the Far East.”

United States

Referring briefly to the relations of the Soviet
Union with the United States, Molotov pointed
out that regardless of the steady and considerable
growth of trade relations between the two coun-
tries, especially the growing Soviet imports from
the United States, anti-Soviet activities had been
carried on resulting in embargoes on the exporta-
tion of Soviet goods to America, and warned that
this would have an inevitable effect on Soviet im-
ports from America. Molotov also referred to
anti-Soviet activities being carried on by agents
of the Vatican.

Concluding his review of foreign relations, Mol-
otov declared:

“The fundamental slogan of the foreign policy
of the Soviet Union was, and remains, that of
strengthening the cause of peace. With this slo-
gan the rule of the Soviets was born, and for it,
it will continue to struggle, frustrating all the
attempts of foreign interventionists, of expelled
former Russian capitalists, and of their agents
within the country.

“The struggle for peaceful conditions of devel-
opment in the Soviet Union is insolubly bound up
with the struggle for the strengthening of our
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fraternal relations with other nations. The strug-
gle for peace under present conditions directly
implies the struggle against the preparations in
progress for anti-Soviet intervention, and against
its imperialist instigators. We openly speak to
the toilers of the Soviet Union, and to the workers
of all countries, about the growing danger to the
cause of peace. At the same time we express our
implicit confidence in the fact that an armed
attack on the U.S.S.R. at this stage will prove
even more dangerous for those who dare disturb
the peace, and attack the Soviet Union.”

Internal Problems

In speaking on questions of internal policy,
Molotov enumerated five important political re-
sults that had been achieved since the last Con-
gress of Soviets, as follows:

1. The carrying out in full, with a surplus
in all the basic indices, of the Five-Year Plan.
2. The liquidation of unemployment.
3. The solution of the grain problem.
4. The turning of the peasant masses to the
road of collectivization.
5. The elimination of the kulaks as a class.
As concrete data on the economic growth dur-
ing the past two years, he presented the follow-
ing figures (furnished by the State Planning
Commission of the Union) :

The Fulfillment of the Five-Year Plan 1928-29 1929-30
Contemplated Fulfllled Percentage

for 2 years in 2years of fulfiil-
ment
National income (in billion
rubles) .. o 58.3 59.5 102
National budget (in billion
rubles) .. 17.0 21.0 124
Capital investments in the
basic public enterprises,
at current prices (in bil-
lion rubles) ... 12.7 13.8 109
Aggregate output of planned
industries (including food
products), in prices of
1926-27 (in billion rubles) 29.3 30.5 104
Area under crops (in mil-
lion hectares) ... 239.0 245.8 103
Production of marketable
grain (in million bushels) 221.2 267.3 121
Turnover of freight (in
million tons) ... .. 3509 409.2 117

Molotov further stated that in the field of elec-
trification the plan for the past two years has
been completely fulfilled. In production costs,
however, the achievement was only 11.4 per cent
reduction as against 14.5 per cent called for by
the plan. The progress in industrialization, he
said, may be gauged by the change that has oc-
curred in the relation between industry and agri-
culture, the share of industry in the combined out-
put of industry and agriculture having risen dur-
ing 1928-30 from 57 per cent to 67 per cent.

The claim that the grain problem had been
solved, he explained, was based on the fact that
during the present year 21,440,624 metric tons
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had been collected by March 1st, when the grain-
purchasmg campaign was still not completed,
whereas in 1913 the entire amount of marketable
grain (outside of the villages) amounted to 21,-
228,340 metric tons. Of that quantity three-
fourths was produced by the landlords and kulaks.
This is now being replaced by the grain of the
State farms and collectives, The latter have this
year produced one and a half times the amount
of marketable grain expected from them in 1933,
and the State farms will reach their 1933 sched-
ule in 1931. Molotov then summarized the prog-
ress of collective agriculture which is given in
more detail in the reports on agriculture printed
elsewhere in this issue.

In outlining the plan for the present year
Molotov stated that this year is really the de-
cisive year of the Five-Year Plan. The control
figures (which represent an upward revision of
the original plan figures) call for an increase in
the national income of 39 per cent, an increase in
industrial production of 45 per cent, a reduction
in production costs of 10 per cent, and the launch-
ing of 518 new industrial enterprises as against
323 in the past four years. Molotov predicted
that the Five-Year Plan in iron, steel, rolled steel
and cotton goods would be fulfilled in four years;
in cement, anthracite, peat and sugar in three
years; in copper, oil, machine, ship and engine
building in two and a half years. He stated that
the five-year goal for the general production of
all industries under the Supreme Economic Coun-
cil would be reached in three and a half years, and
in the basic branches of industry in three years.

Molotov dwelt at some length on the technical
problems involved in carrying out the program,
declaring emphatically that a mastery of tech-
nical methods and a thorough understanding of
production processes were absolutely indispensable
to the success of the plan. In this connection he
stated that due to increased facilities for tech-
nical training provided in the past few years there
would be three times as many engineers and tech-
nicians in Soviet industry this year as in 1927,
and double the number of scientific workers.

Summing up the present situation Molotov
pointed out that the Sixth Congress of Soviets
coincided with the completion of ten years under
the New Economic Policy, during which period
the national income had increased four-fold, the
gross production of census industry twelve and a
half times, the seeded area one and a half times,
the trade turnover five and a half times and rail-
road freight six times. The share of the private
sector in the production of census industry has
decreased from 36 per cent to five per cent, in the
seeded area from 99 per cent to 67 per cent, and
in retail trade from 75 per cent to 5.5 per cent.
The number of industrial workers has increased
from 2,430,000 to 6,359,000, the average monthly
wages per worker in census industry have ad-
vanced from 14 rubles to 80.4 rubles per month,
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the new sovhozes has been lacking, and in Yakov-
lev’s opinion one of the greatest necessities is to
develop proper machinery so that the tractors
may work to their full capacity.

The lack of proper organization of harvest work
in the past, according to Yakovlev, has been
largely due to the rapidity with which the large
farms were established, and the introduction of
so much machinery formerly unknown in the
U.S.S.R. The combines, for instance, which were
used by the thousands this year, whereas there
was not a single one in Russia prior to 1925, had
struck fear to the hearts of many a sovhoz direc-
tor who found it difficult to cope with the prob-
lem of coordinating the different types of work
necessary in using the combine to its fullest
capacity. In spite of these difficulties Yakovlev
stated that the combine had proved its pre-
eminence as a harvesting machine, and that
within a few years the combines would un-
doubtedly be the chief harvesting machines used
by the collectives as well as by the sovhozes. For
this, more skilled workers and better organiza-
tion were essential. Another important point for
sovhoz directors to realize was, he said, that dif-
ferent sections demand different methods of or-
ganization, and many well trained and capable
young directors had failed to take local conditions
into consideration.

In reporting on the livestock farms Yakovlev
stated that there were more defects in the live-
stock farms than in the grain farms due to the
shorter period they had been functioning and the
more complex nature of their work. Until now
the main difficulty has been the lack of a trained
staff. This situation is already being remedied
since 25,000 students have passed through short
term training courses in recent months, 18,500
students are now receiving practical instruction
on the cattle farms, and a number of new insti-
tutions have been opened for training livestock
specialists. The main emphasis in the near future
is to be the better organization of fodder sup-
plies, the improvement of breeds, and the exten-
sion of water facilities.

Agricultural Zoning

Yakovlev reported that the question of agricul-
tural zoning has received a great deal of attentior
and every effort has been made to place the dif-
ferent types of farms in the most suitable regions.
Thus the chief grain farms are being established
chiefly in the North Caucasus, the Ukrainian
steppe lands, Siberia, the Ural district, Northern
Kazakstan, the lower Volga region, and the Far
East. The cattle farms are to be confined chiefly
to Kazakstan, Siberia, the lower Volga, the North
Caucasus, Central Asia (chiefly sheep-breeding).
The aim is also to establish the livestock farms
near rivers and near large meat consuming cen-
ters. The dairy zone includes the Urals, Siberia,
the Northern butter exporting districts, the con-
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suming areas (near the large towns), the Ukraine,
and other districts rich in natural fodder and by-
products which may be used as fodder. The cot-
ton and fibre plantations are to be concentrated
in Central Asia, Transcaucasia, the Southern part
of the North Caucasus and the Ukraine. Vast
tracts of unused land appropriate for cattle and
dairy farming lie along the Eastern rivers and the
Northern part of the consuming zone—the rich
meadows of the lower stream of the Irtysh, the
Ob and the Yenesei Rivers for instance, as well as
many others. Yakovlev pointed out that these
plans for agricultural zoning were of importance
to the collectives as well as the sovhozes, since
their work should follow the same lines.

Importance of Sovhozes to Peasantry

In summing up the activities of the sovhozes
Yakovlev stated that while their chief role was
that of supplying marketable products to the
State, of almost equal importance was their func-
tion of serving as a mode] for the peasants and
collective farmers.

“The whole of the foregoing,” he declared,
“shows what a tremendous role is played, and
will be played by the sovhozes, as factories of
marketable products. For this very reason each
step forward in the development of the sovhozes
improves the material conditions of the workers
and of the peasants.”

“Of course, this does not limit the role of the
sovhozes: by their progressive technique, and by
their socialist forms of labor organization, they
have certainly played a leading role in inducing
the peasants to turn to collectivization. You all
know about the great assistance given by the
State farms to the collective farms. Thus, in
1930 they ploughed 800,000 hectares and sowed
700,000 hectares for the collective farmers and
for poor and middle individual peasants, besides
training hundreds of thousands of workers of the
collective farms. Many other cases of this kind
of assistance could be mentioned.

“Stress ought to be laid on this role of our
State farms as models of big farming, as a school
of the new technique for the peasants.

“Any attempt on the part of State farms to
absorb collective farms would constitute a flag-
rant violation of the policy of the Soviets. The
sovhozes are enterprises organized and run by
the State on the same lines as the socialized in-
dustries of the State, whereas the collective farms
are voluntary organizations of peasants carrying
on their own agriculture upon land belonging to
the State and leased to them for purposes of cul-
tivation. The masters on the collective farms
are the collective farmers, while the State assists
them in every way, allowing them the use of the
best soil, extending considerable privileges to
them, and helping them through the establish-
ment of State workshops for tractors and agricul-
tural machinery.”
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speculating about this. It is only necessary to
examine the results of the experience of the best
collectives. This experience demonstrates that
the only correct method of labor organization in
the collectives is the piece-work system, because
it is the only method which provides an incentive
for every member of the collective to perform his
or her best work. And under the piece-work sys-
tem equal distribution cannot possibly be ef-
ected.”

Yakovlev then explained that the basis of reck-
oning payment in the collectives should be the
working day, or a portion of the working day.
Thus, so many acres plowed, so many loads car-
ried, so many cows attended to, would constitute
a working day. The man who fulfilled this norm
would be paid the minimum rate for one working
day. The man who did double this amount would
be paid for two working days, and so on. The
norm of work would be left to the collectives them-
selves to decide. The administration would work
out a plan, and this would be subject to ratifica-
tion by a general meeting of all collective mem-
bers. Yakovlev then cited instances of a number
of collectives which had changed from equal dis-
tribution to a piece-work system. In every sin-
gle instance the output per worker was greatly
increased, frequently doubled and even tripled.
At a recent conference of collectives held in Mos-
cow it was found that all those collectives show-
ing the best results were using the piece-work
system. The piece-work system in the collectives
has usually been applied to brigades or groups
who are given certain tasks to fulfill in certain
periods. If they exceed their allotment, the sur-
plus is then divided among the members of the
group. Yakovlev stated that in the brigade or
group system of work it had been found that the
smaller the group the more effective the results.
He advocated the application of the piece-work
method in the case of the individual as well as the
group.

Under the piece-work system it was of course,
he said, necessary to make some provision for
workers having large families. One method of
handling this problem has been to guarantee a
certain number of working days to those workers
with large families, and to give them a certain
preference in the distribution of work so that
they may be sure to have enough for their fami-
lies. Another method has been to create a special
fund to care for those members of the collective
not able to work. In practice both methods are
frequently combined. Yakovlev pointed out that
the women were everywhere in favor of the piece-
work system, since it was the one sure method
of equalizing the payment of men and women,
as many of the peasant men still cling to the
old idea that women’s labor is worth less than
men’s.

Yakovlev emphasized the importance of the
quality of the work done as well as the amount,
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and said that reductions in payment must be made
in cases of sloppy work. He also suggested that
in order to insure more careful handling of tools
and machinery workers must be made responsible
for returning them in good condition, and that in
certain instances a portion of a working day
might be added to the account of those returning
their tools in the best condition.

Role of Machine and Tractor Stations

Yakovlev concluded his report on collectives
with a survey of the work of the machine and
tractor stations. These are stations organized
by the State through “Tractorocenter,” fully
equipped with batteries of tractors and other
necessary machinery, a staff of trained workers,
and well organized machine shops. These ma-
chine and tractor stations make contracts with
the collectives to plow, seed and harvest their
crops, for which they receive a certain portion of
the harvest, training the collective members them-
selves to operate the machinery. Yakovlev point-
ed out that they were in no sense merely rent-
ing stations, but that they actually served as or-
ganizing centers and technical bases for the col-
lectives. Two years ago one machine and trac-
tor station was organized as a demonstration. In
1930 there were 159 in operation. At the pres-
ent time there are 1,200 which have concluded
contracts for the cultivation of about 42,000,000
acres of land. Two hundred more of these sta-
tions will be developed in the course of the year.
At the previous Congress of Soviets it was de-
cided that the machine and tractor stations should
develop about 7,500,000 acres in the five-year
period. They have done so well that in the spring
and fall of 1931 it is estimated they will work
about 62,000,000 acres, and about three times that
much land by 1933.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO OUR READERS
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Soviet affairs.
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Sixth Congress of Soviets

HE Sixth All-Union Congress of Soviets

opened on the evening of March 8th in the
Grand Opera House of Moscow, with an address
of welcome by Mikhail Kalinin, chairman of the
Central Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R.

There were present at the Congress 2,403 dele-
gates, 1,570 with decisive votes and 833 with ad-
visory votes. The number of delegates permitted
by the constitution is actually 1,781, but a num-
ber of delegates in the section where the spring
sowing campaign was already under way, felt that
their presence was more urgently required in
their own districts.

Of the delegates to the Sixth Congress 54.7
per cent were workers, 25.9 per cent peasants,
and 19.4 per cent office workers. Of the workers
attending the Congress, 82.2 per cent were mem-
bers of “shock troops,” and of the peasants 93.2
per cent were members of collectives.

More women attended the Sixth Congress than
any previous Congress of Soviets. At the First
Congress of Soviets there were altogether 44 wo-
men delegates, or 2.9 per cent of the total num-
ber. At this Congress 321 women delegates at-
tended, constituting 20.9 per cent of all the dele-
gates. Among the women 51.4 per cent were
workers, 41.7 per cent peasants, and 6.9 per cent
office workers.

Among the total number of delegates 72.8 per
cent were members of the Communist Party, 2.4
per cent members of the League of Communist
Youth, and 24.8 per cent non-party members.

Representatives of sixty-six different nationali-
ties participated in the Congress, some of whom
were attending an All-Union Congress for the
first time since the establishment of the Soviet
Government.

Increased Activity of Voters

More voters participated in the election cam-
paign preceding the Congress than in any pre-
vious election since the establishment of the So-
viet Government. The number of voters partici-
pating in the cities increased from 70.6 per cent
in the last election to 75.2 per cent this year, and
in the country districts from 63.5 per cent to 71.8
per cent. The number of women participating in
the elections increased from 30 per cent in 1926
to 62 per cent this year.

The main reports at the Congress (printed
elsewhere in this issue) were made by V. M. Mo-
lotov, Chairman of the Council of People’s Com-
missars, who reported on behalf of the Govern-
ment, and Y. A. Yakovlev, Commissar for Agri-
culture of the U.S.S.R. The latter’s report was
supplemented by reports of the heads of the va-

rious agricultural trusts and departments. A. S.
Enukidze, secretary of the Central Executive
Committee, reported on Constitutional questions.

After thorough discussion by the delegates of
all the reports, resolutions were passed endorsing
the policy pursued by the Government, outlining
the future course of development in each field,
and urging increased efforts in carrying out the
program of industrialization embodied in the
Five-Year Plan in the shorter periods mentioned
by Molotov, and in completing the process of so-
cializing agriculture through the State farms and
collectives.

Resolutions of Congress

The resolution on agricultural collectives called
for a program of increased government aid to
peasants organizing collectively, including the
following points:

1. In 1931, 120,000 additional tractors are to
be sent to the collectives.

2. In the next two years 1,040 additional ma-
chine and tractor stations are to be organized.

3. The value of agricultural machinery and
implements furnished the collectives this year is
to be almost $400,000,000 as against about $200,-
000,000 worth supplied last year. Seven thou-
sand trucks and light automobiles will be sent to
the collectives.

4. About two million and a half tons of fertil-
izer will be sent to the collectives, and $20,000,-
000 worth of supplies for combatting pests.

5. Over 2,000,000 tons of improved and selected
seed are to be supplied to the collectives.

6. Over half a billion dollars is to be advanced
to the collectives and machine and tractor sta-
tions for long term loans and about $180,000,000
advance will be paid out to collectives for con-
tracted crops.

The resolution stated that collectivization
would be completed in all basic respects by the
end of the Five-Year Plan, and that the artel is
retained as the basic form of collective organiza-
tion at the present stage of development. The
need of greater mechanization for all processes
was stressed, and also of special aid for the live-
stock and dairy collectives.

The resolution on constitutional questions con-
firmed the changes that had been made since the
last Congress of Soviets. One of the most im-
portant of these changes has been the elimination
of the “okrug” as a geographical and political
unit, thus making the “rayon” (a division which
would fall somewhere between a township and
county) the main administrative center for the
economic and political problems of the village.
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than three times in the period between the regular Con-

gresses of Soviets of the U.S.S.R. The extraordinary

sessions shall be convened by decision of the Presidium
of the Central Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R.,
upon the demand of the Presidium of the Council of the

Union, or the Presidium of the Council of Nationalities,

and also upon the demand of the Central Executive Com-

mittee of any one of the Constituent Republics.”

7. In article 34 of the Constitution, In the section enu-
merating the languages to be used in the Union Republics,
the Tadjik language should be included. The article will
then read as follows:

“34. The decrees and decisions of the Central Execu-
tive Committee, of its Presidium, and of the Council of
People’s Commissars of the U.S.S.R. shall be printed
in the languages in general use within the Constituent
Republics (Russian, Ukrainian, White Russian, Georg-
ian, Armenian, Azerbaidjan, Uzbek, Turkoman, and Tad-
jik [Farsian]).”

8. In article 37 of the Constitution the following changes
shall be made:

a. The words “Chairman of the Council of People’s Com-
missars of the U.S.S.R.” shall be replaced by the words:
“The Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of
the U.S.S.R. and of the Council of Labor and Defense”;

b. The words ‘“People’s Commissar for Foreign and Do-
mestic Trade shall be replaced by the words “People’s Com-
missar for Foreign Trade”;

¢. The words “Director of Central Statistical Board”
shall be omitted;

d. The following words shall be added: “People’s Com-
missar for Waterways,” “People’s Commissar for Agricul-
ture,” “People’s Commissar for Supplies,” and “Chairman
of the State Planning Commission.” Article 37 of the
Constitution will then read as follows:

“37. The Council of People’s Commissars of the U.S.
S.R. shall be the executive and administrative organ of
the Central Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R., and
it shall be formed by the Central Executive Committee
of the U.S.S.R. as follows:

Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of the
U.S.S.R. and of the Council of Labor and Defense;

Vice-Chairmen;

Chairman of the State Planning Commission;

People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs;

People’s Commissar for Army and Navy;

People’s Commissar for Foreign Trade;

People’s Commissar for Transport;

People’s Commissar for Waterways;

People’s Commissar for Posts and Telegraphs;

People’'s Commissar for Workers’ and Peasants’ In-
spection;

Chairman of the Supreme Council of National Econ-
omy,;

People’s Commissar for Agriculture;

People’s Commissar for Labor;

People’'s Commissar for Supplies;

People’s Commissar for Finance.”

9. Point “d” shall be added to article 44 of the Constitu-
tion, as follows:

*“(d) The Collegium of Transport Affairs.”

10, The following paragraph shall be substituted for ar-
ticle 45.

“45. In its plenary session the Supreme Court of the
U.S.S.R. shall consist of the following members: The
chairman of the Supreme Court, a vice-chairman, the
chairmen of the plenary sessions of the Supreme Courts
of the Constituent Republics, the chairman of the Col-
legium of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R, and four
members appointed by the Presidium of the Central Ex-
ecutive Committee of the U.S.S.R. among whom shall
be included oue representative of the Joint State Politi-
cal Administration of the U.S.S.R. The chairman and
vice-chairman of the Supreme Court shall he appointed
by the Presidium of the Central Executive Committee
of the U.S.S.R.”

11. The following changes shall be made in article 51 of
the Constitution:

a. The words “Foreign Trade” shall be substituted for
the words “Foreign and Internal Trade.”

b. The note to this article shall be omitted.

c. The word “Waterways” shall be added, and ar-
ticle 51 will then read as follows:

“51. The Federal People’s Commissariats for the whole
U.S.S.R. shall be the following:

Foreign Affairs;

Army and Navy;

Foreign Trade;

Transport;

Waterways;

Posts and Telegraphs.”

12. The following changes shall be made in article 52:

a. The words “Central Statistical Board” shall be
omitted.

b. The words “People’s Commissariat for Agriculture’”
and People’s Commissariat for Supplies” will be added.
The article will then read as follows:

“52. The Joint People’s Commaissariats of the U.S.S.R.
shall be the following:

Supreme Council of National Economy;

Agriculture;

Labor;

Supplies;

Finances;

Workers’' and Peasants’ Inspection.”

13. The following changes shall be made in article 67:

a. The words “People’s Commissar for Supplies” shall be
substituted for the words “People’s Commissar for Trade,””
and the words “Foreign Trade” shall be substituted for the
words “Foreign and Domestic Trade”;

b. The words “People’s Commissar for Internal Affairs’
and “Director of the Central Statistical Board” shall be
omitted;

¢. The words “Chalrman of the State Planning Commis-
sion” and “Water Transport” shall be added. The article
will then read as follows:

“67. The Central Executive Committees of the Consti-
tuent Republics shall establish their own executive or-
gans which shall be the Councils of People's Commissars,
consisting of the following:

“Chairman of the Council of People’'s Commissars;

Vice-Chairmen;

Chairman of the State Planning Commission;

Chairman of the Supreme Council of National Econ-
omy;

People’s Commissar for Agriculture;

People’s Commissar for Finance;

People’'s Commissar for Supplies;

People’'s Commissar for Labor;

People’'s Commissar for Justice;

People’s Commissar for Workers’ and Peasants’ In-
spection;

People’s Commissar for Education;

People’s Commissar for Health;

People’s Commissar for Social Welfare,

and also, with an advisory or deciding vote, according

to the decisions of the respective Central Executive Com-

mittees of the Constituent Republics, the plenipotentiaries
of the People’'s Commissariats of the U.S.S.R. for For-
eign Affairs, Army and Navy, Foreign Trade, Transport,

Waterways and of Posts and Telegraphs.”

14. The following changes shall be made in article 68:

a. The words “People’s Cominissariats for Supplies” shall
he substituted for the words “People’s Commissariats for
Trade”;

b. The words “Central Statistical Board” are to be
omitted.

¢. The word “Agriculture” is to he added.

The article will then read as follows:

“68. The Supreme Councils of National Economy and
the People’'s Commissariats for Agriculture, Supplies, Fi-
nance, Labor and Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection of

e e —— a—
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the Constituent Republics, while subordinate to the Cen-

tral Executive Committees and Councils of People’s Com-

missars of the Constituent Republics, shall in their ac-

tivities, carry out the instructions of the corresponding

People’s Commissariats of the U.S.S.R.”

15. In article 70 the words “in the six languages” are to
be replaced by the words “in the seven languages.”

Election of Soviet Officials

HE TSIK (Central Executive Committee)

elected by the All-Union Congress of So-
viets, consisting of the Council of the Union of
472 members elected on a proportional basis, and
the Council of Nationalities, consisting of 138
members, elected on the basis of five members
from each constituent and autonomous republic,
and one each from each autonomous region, held
its first meeting on March 19th, under the chair-
manship of Mikhail Kalinin,

The TSIK elected the following twenty-seven
members of the Presidium to serve as the supreme
legislative, executive and administrative body of
the Soviet Union between the sessions of the
TSIK, which are held three times a year:

Nedyrbay Aitakov, A. A. Andreyev, K. S. Ata-
bayev, Yuldashbay Akhun-Babayev, Dadash Bu-
niat-Zade, A. S. Enukidze, V. P. Zatonsky, L. M.
Kaganovich, M. I. Kalinin, S. M. Kirov, A. S.
Kiselev, S. V. Kossior, Gazanfar Mussabekov,
Maksum Nusratulla, M. D. Orakhelashvili, G. I.
Petrovsky, Y. E. Rudzutak, N. I. Skrypnik, A. P.
Smirnov, A. M. Tagirov, Abdulkhay Tadjiev, K.
V. Ukhanov, A. I. Khatskevich, Faizulla Khod-
jayev, A. G. Cherviakov, V. Y. Chubar, N. M.
Shvernik. In addition twenty-three candidates,
or alternate members, were elected.

The following seven presidents of the Central
Executive Committee of the U.S.S.R. were
elected :

Mikhail Kalinin, Gregory Petrovsky, Alexan-
der Cherviakov, Gazanfar Mussabekov, Faizulla
Khodjayev, Nedyrbay Aitakov, and Maksum Nus-
ratulla.

A. S. Enukidze was elected secretary of the
Central Executive Committee, and S. E. Chutz-
kayev was elected chairman of the budget com-
mittee.

Council of People’s Commissars

The following members of the Council of Peo-
ple’s Commissars, which is the executive and di-
rective organ of the Central Executive Commit-
tee, were elected:

Chairman: V. M. Molotov (Skriabin).

Vice-Chairmen: A. A. Andreyev, V. V. Kuiby-
shev, Y. E. Rudzutak.

Chairman of State Planning Commission: V.
V. Kuibyshev.
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People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs: M.
M. Litvinov.

People’s Commissar for Army and Navy: K. E.
Voroshilov.

People’s Commissar for Foreign Trade: A. P.
Rozenholtz.

People’s Commissar for Transport: M. L. Ruk-
himovich.

People’s Commissar for Waterways: N. M.
Yanson.

People’s Commissar for Posts and Telegraphs:
N. K. Antipov.*

People’s Commissar for Workers’ and Peas-
ants’ Inspection: A. A. Andreyev.

Chairman of Supreme Economic Council: G. K.
Ordjonikidze.

People’s Commissar for Agriculture: Y. A.
Yakovlev.

People’s Commissar for Supplies: A. I. Miko-
yan.

People’s Commissar for Labor: A. M. Tsikhon.
People’s Commissar for Finances: G. F. Grinko.

Election of R.S.F.S.R. Officials

At the session of the newly elected Central
Executive Committee of the R.S.F.S.R. (Soviet
Russia Proper) held on March 6th immediately
on the close of the Fifteenth Congress of Soviets
of the R.S.F.S.R., Mikhail Kalinin was elected
chairman of the All-Russian Central Executive
Committee, and Alexey Kiselev was elected Sec-
retary. The following members of the R.S.F.S.R.,
Council of People’s Commissars were confirmed:

Chairman: D. E. Sulimov,

Vice-Chairmen: D. Z. Lebed, T. R. Ryskulov.

People’s Commissar for Labor of the R.S.F.
S.R.: M. M. Romanov.

People’s Commissar for Workers’ and Peas-
ants’ Inspection of the R.S.F.S.R.: N. I. Ilin.

Chairman of the Supreme Economic Council
of the R.S.F.S.R.: K. K. Strievsky.

People’s Commissar for Finances of the R.S.F.
S.R.: V. N. Yakovleva.

People’s Commissar for Supplies of the R.S.F.
S.R.: N. B. Eismont.

People’s Commissar for Education of the R.S.F.
S.R.: A. S. Bubnov.

People’s Commissar for Agriculture of the R.
S.F.S.R.: A. 1. Muralov.

People’s Commissar for Health of the R.S.F.
S.R.: M. F. Vladimirsky.

People’s Commissar for Social Welfare of the
R.S.F.S.R.: I. A. Magovitsyn.

Chairman of State Planning Commission of the
R.S.F.S.R.: M. I. Rogov.

*On March 30th Alexey Rykov was appointed Commissar
for Posts and Telegraphs, and Antipov was made Assist-
ant Commissar for Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection.
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and all the rest) at the same time is not a city,
but rather an encampment. Stalinabad is being
built at lightning speed. But each year it doubles
its population, in geometric progression, and the
building cannot possibly keep up with the people.

The whole city is in construction. When I left
Stalinabad two months later, much of what was
being built while I was there was finished, but
there was as much building activity as ever—
more and more new buildings being added.

The People of Stalinabad

People from all over the world have gathered
here. In the streets of Stalinabad, around the
house of the dekhans (peasants) on Lenin Square,
in the crowded by-streets around the market
place, you may meet white-robed Hindus, Kazaks
in sheepskin breeches, Turks in huge fur caps,
turbanned Afghans, as well as Tadjiks, Ossetians,
Circassians, Georgians (with daggers in their
belts) and Tartars. In the crowd, too, are many
Russians, in canvas boots and tropical helmets.

In Khodjent is an ethereal oil mill, with labora-~
tories and a plantation of ether-bearing plants.
Lavendar and ambrosia grow there, and the rare
victoria regia (royal water-lily) flowered there
this year — probably for the first time in the
U.S.S.R. Three years ago the chemical engineer,
V. S. Isayev, went to the Central Executive Com-
mittee of Khodjent and told them that the sub-
tropical climate of Khodjent made it an excep-
tionally good place for an ethereal-oil mill. Isayev
received some money, performed some magic, and
today he is the director of the only mill of its
kind in the U.S.S.R., with a budget of seven mil-
lion rubles, a mill which aims to replace the im-
ported ethereal oil with its own product. Let
everyone who knows what it is to love and re-
spect his work imagine the happiness of the engi-
neer, Isayev, under whose hands this mill has
grown and the victoria regia flowered!

Nowhere in the U.S.S.R. have I seen such re-
spect for initiative, for labor as in Tadjikistan—
in this country, being newly built, where each one
who works inevitably becomes an innovator, a
pioneer, a creator, in this country where every-
thing begins from nothing.

And how great is the need for people in Tad-
jikistan!

The homes of the comrades—Government offi-
cials—with whom I stayed at different times were
always full of people—sleeping sometimes on the
floors and in the corridors. They had no time to
themselves. Like hundreds of others I saw, they
never got to bed before two o’clock, they rose at
seven — working, working, working, day and
night, because they know better than anyone else
the beginning and the end of the building of Tad-
jikistan. They are doing the building, and they
know how costly, how irrevocable is every minute
of building—the building of socialism on the soil
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of the middle ages. Under their hands, and the
hands of those who are working with them, are
growing new irrigation systems, thousands
of acres of cotton, ethereal-oil mills — gold,
coal, oil, asbestos. They are reconstructing hu-
man relations, destroying barbarism, the “shar-
iat” (Mohammedan church law), reconstructing
the rights of labor, building collectives. The first
collective was organized in 1928—and from 1929
to 1930 the seeded area increased by 900 per cent,
and the marketable production by 1800! In place
of the old bazaars they are building cooperatives.
From the dust and ashes of war with the middle
ages, they are building the European city of
Stalinabad.

A City of Youth

The People’s Commissar for Education, Nissar
Mukhamedov, writes in Arabic, he does not know
how to write in Russian—hardly even speaks it.
He was born in India, of Afghan blood—and he
is one of the wisest people I have ever met, and
one of the most cultured! In a former chapter
about the mountain Tadjiks I wrote of a girl who
came from the Pamirs to find knowledge. Com-
rade Nissar is the leader of girls and youth like
that—there are hundreds of them around him—
Octobrists, Pioneers, Comsomols. Comrade Nis-
sar is more than the leader of these boys and girls.
In August of this year was held the first all-
Tadjik congress of linguists, laying the first stone
of a scientific foundation for the Tadjik language.
Under Comrade Nissar’s guidance seven news-
papers are published. But I am writing now not
of Comrade Nissar, but of Stalinabad and youth—
and Stalinabad may be called a city of youth and
of schools. Girls and boys from the high Pamirs,
from the valleys, from the gardens of Western
Tadjikistan, are studying in the schools, in the
technicums, in the normal schools, at the tractor
courses, in the railroad, agricultural, business and
party schools. The leather jackets of the Com-
somols and the red ties of the pioneers—among
the khalats of the old people—are the most fre-
quent costumes on the streets of Stalinabad,
young city of a young country.

The chief publishing center of Stalinabad is an
exact copy of the Commissariat for Education
building. Papers go out from here to all corners
of Tadjikistan—and into this building come peo-
ple who are making literature—for Tadjikistan
already has its own literature. There are already
many young writers and poets in Stalinabad who
have their own society, their own groupings, their
own literary life, just as in the studios around the
house of the dekhans the actors, musicians, and
singers foregather, to restore and create Tadjik

Around Stalinabad—it lies in a valley—are the
mountain peaks, covered with eternal snows—a
gray, calm cosmos. This summer workers from
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the Moscow State Theater of Opera and Ballet
came to Stalinabad and collected the music and
dances of Tadjikistan in order to present an opera
on Tadjikistan to be called “The Mountains Are
Stirring.”

Yes, the mountains are stirring!

Five years ago in Stalinabad there was not a
single European house, not a single wheeled cart
—+today even the calm of the mountains has been
disturbed by the building. From an airplane,
from the sky, can be seen how the whole Hissar
valley, where Stalinabad lies, is being rebuilt.
"Through the middle ages and the mountains
trains are rumbling. In all directions from
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Stalinabad automobile roads lead into the moun-
tains. Bridges have been built and are being built
across the rivers—in the mountains, schools, hos-
pitals, rest homes, sanitaria are going up. The
valley is covered with collectives. Over the city
hangs the dust of building. At night the moun-
tains see an extraordinary sight—how Stalinabad
shines and burns with electricity. The city of
Stalinabad does not sleep even at night, in the
colossal and beautiful effort of building socialism
—of rearing new streets and houses, new inter-
ests and new human relationships out of the dust
and rubbish of the past.
The End.

Foreign Relations of the Soviet Union

SUPPLEMENTARY protocol to the Soviet-

Turkish Protocol of December 17, 1929, was
signed on March 7 in Angora by Tewfik Rushdi-
Bey, Foreign Minister of Turkey, and Mr. 1. Z.
Suritz, Soviet diplomatic representative in Tur-
key. The text follows:

“Both high contracting parties, by virtue of the
principles laid down in the treaty of December
17, 1925, and in the protocol of December 17,
1929, striving towards strengthening peaceful
and friendly relations between both countries and
being firmly convinced that the only real guar-
antee of lasting peace is the effective reduction of
all types of present armaments and expressing
unwavering determination to continue in the
future their efforts directed towards the attain-
ment of a universal reduction of armaments, have
found it desirable, with a view to proving anew
the mutual confidence which has been so happily
established between both countries, to supplement
article 2 of the protocol of December 17, 1929, by
the following mutual obligation:

“Neither of the high contracting parties will
commence building any naval military craft in-
creasing the composition of its military fleet in
the Black Sea or in neighboring seas, order such
craft from foreign shipbuilding yards, or under-
take any measure which would increase the pres-
ent composition of its fleet in the above mentioned
seas without giving six months notice to the other
contracting party.”

On the ratification of this supplementary
protocol it will form an inalienable part of the
protocol of December 17, 1929.

Soviet-Turkish Trade Treaty

A treaty of commerce and navigation between
the U.S.S.R. and Turkey was signed in Moscow
on March 16 by L. M. Karakhan, assistant Peo-
ple’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs, on behalf of
the U.S.S.R., and by Hussein Rahib-Bey, the

Turkish Ambassador in Moscow. This treaty re-
places the Soviet-Turkish trade treaty concluded
on March 11, 1927, which expired on October 19,
1930.

The new trade treaty concerns questions of
immigration, regulations regarding juridical
entities, the status of the trade mission of the
U.S.S8.R. and its branches in Turkey, questions
of import and export, questions of transit, and
also questions of navigation. The chief sections
of the treaty are based on the most favored nation
principle. The contracting parties agree not to
undertake, in trading with each other, any re-
strictions or conditions not also applied to other
countries. In the new treaty the U.S.S.R. con-
firms the right set forth in the treaty of 1927 of
transit for Turkish goods through Batum, and in
addition extends to Turkey the right to ship
goods from foreign countries having trade agree-
ments with the U.S.S.R. The treaty also con-
tains a number of provisions aiding the develop-
ment of navigation between the U.S.S.R. and
Turkey.

The treaty has been concluded for a year, and
will be automatically extended if neither of the
contracting parties raise any objection, on the ex-
piration of the year. In case of objection, the
treaty will remain in force for six months there-
after. The treaty is subject to ratification.

The new agreement creates a favorable basis
for the development and extension of economic
relations between the U.S.S.R. and Turkey. The
new treaty will enable both contracting parties to
increase their trade turnover both with respect to
the export of Soviet goods to Turkey, and the pur-
chase of Turkish goods.

The treaty marks the further cementing of
Soviet-Turkish friendship and with the other
agreements in force between the two countries,
creates a solid basis for the further strengthening
of the friendly relations between them.
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March 16, the day of the signing of the new
trade treaty, also marked the tenth anniversary of
the treaty of friendship concluded between the
U.S.S.R. and the Angora Government on March
16, 1921. Congratulatory telegrams were ex-
changed between Foreign Commissar Litvinov
and Tewfik Rushdi-Bey in which both expressed
their satisfaction at the fruitful results of the
treaty of friendship and their desire for the con-
tinuance of the friendly relations between the two
countries. “Izvestia” of March 16 marked the
anniversary with an article which concluded with
the following paragraph:

“The basis on which Soviet-Turkish friendship
has been built up has been that of striving for se-
curity, the preservation of all revolutionary
achievements, non-interference in each others’
internal affairs and an active struggle for peace,
while bending all our efforts toward internal eco-
nomic and cultural construction. These principles
have been tested by the experience of ten years
and have proved their vitality. On the tenth an-
niversary of the Moscow protocol we may say
with great satisfaction that Soviet-Turkish rela-
tions represent one of the brightest pages in the
history of the relations of the Soviet Union with
the outside world.”

Relations with Persia and Afghanistan

The end of February marked the tenth anni-
versary of the signing of the first treaties between
the Soviet Republic and Persia, and the Soviet Re-
public and Afghanistan.

On February 26, 1931, the Soviet-Persian
treaty of friendship, establishing normal diplo-
matic and trade relations between the two coun-
tries, was signed in Moscow. This was the first
treaty concluded by the Soviet Republic with any
Eastern country. Immediately after the signing
of the treaty with Persia normal trade relations
opened between the Soviet Republic and Persia.
The trade turnover has increased from a little un-
der $3,000,000 in 1921 to about $70,000,000 in
1929-30. On the basis of the treaty of 1921 such
questions as fishing rights on the south shores of
the Caspian Sea were settled. Extending these re-
lations the two countries concluded in 1927 a fur-
ther pact on neutrality, non-aggression and non-
participation in hostile groupings. On the basis
of the precedent established in the Soviet-Persian
treaty, Persia was able to achieve customs auto-
nomy, in 1928.

In connection with the tenth anniversary of the
Soviet-Afghan treaty the Afghan ambassador in
Moscow, Mohammed Azis-Khan, made the follow-
ing statement:

“February 28 markes the tenth anniversary
of the signing of the Afghan-Soviet treaty, the
first formal act strengthening the friendship be-
tween Afghanistan and the Soviet Union. This
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treaty was followed by a number of other agree-
ments on special questions of interest to both
countries and within a comparatively short period
the relations between the two countries had been
strengthened to such an extent that the ground
was prepared for the treaty concerning neutrality
and mutual non-aggression which was signed
August 31, 1926. The further development of the
relations between the two countries gave repeated
proof of the good-will of both sides in the solution
of complex questions of current politics.

“This basic principle in the policy of the two
countries has not changed and after the accession
to power of the new Afghan padishah, Moham-
med Nadir-Khan, the friendly relations, inter-
rupted by the events of 1928, were resumed on the
basis of the same treaties and agreements
which were concluded under the government of
Amanullah.

“The new government of Afghanistan, from the
moment of its coming into power, solemnly de-
clared its sincere desire to establish the closest
and most friendly relations with all countries of
the world, and in particular with the U.S.S.R.

“I sincerely hope that the desires of both gov-
ernments in the direction of future rapproche-
ment and mutual understanding will have positive
results, and that all questions which remain un-
settled, including questions of trade relations,
will, in spite of their complexity, be solved to
mutual advantage. I personally regard very opti-
mistically the prospects of our future relations,
and will sincerely welcome every step in the direc-
tion of strengthening Soviet-Afghan friendship.”

The U.S.S.R. and the World
Grain Parley

HE international grain conference which

opened in Rome on March 26th, was attended
by a Soviet delegation consisting of Prof. Leon
N. Kritzman, one of the vice-chairmen of Gosplan,
A. A. Kissin, member of the collegium of the For-
eign Trade Commissariat, and Prof. N. N. Tulai-
kov, vice-president of the Lenin Agricultural
Academy. Prof. Kritzman, the head of the dele-
gation, was elected to the presidium of the Con-
gress.

In the statement made by Prof. Kritzman at
the conference, he emphasized the fact that the
present severe agricultural crisis was actually due
not to overproduction but to underfeeding and a
low standard of living for the masses in many
countries of the world, and that therefore meas-
ures like acreage reduction and preferential tar-
iffs proposed at the conference, which could only
result in a still further lowering of the living
standards of the masses, would only create greater
difficulties. Prof. Kritzman pointed out that the
Soviet Union occupied a unique position.
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“The world economic crisis,” he
“stopped at the border of our country. The tre-
mendous growth of Soviet industry has necessi-
tated a considerable growth in agriculture as
well, which depends in the main on the internal
market. The increase in the internal demand
makes necessary for us a further advance in our
agriculture. This advance is expressed in en-
tirely new forms of large scale State and collec-
tive agriculture, employing the latest technical
methods. The transition to large scale, mechan-
ized agriculture makes it possible to lower con-
siderably the costs of production which have
previously already been lowered by the revolution,
the elimination of rent and the burden of debt. A
tremendous role in the cutting of production costs
has also been played by the circumstance that
with us labor of the masses has actually become
free labor, without compulsion and without the
threat of unemployment—socially conscious la-
bor, performed in the interests of the whole col-
lective.”

Prof. Kritzman pointed out further that in
Russia a lot of the problems responsible for the
crisis in the rest of the world do not exist—
namely, over-production, the sale of surplus
stocks, depressed prices, unemployment and so on.

“Our exports,” he continued, “the aim of which,
particularly in the case of grain is to secure funds
for our imports, are up against the unfavorable
selling conditions due to the fall in world prices,
notwithstanding the fact that they are still far
below pre-war exports.

“Added to this are the measures directed
against our exports by the financial organizations
of different countries, and of separate govern-
ments, which further complicate the market situ-
ation, and increase the disorganization of the
market in general, and the grain market in par-
ticular. The Soviet delegation is prepared to con-
sider any proposal directed toward the improve-
ment of the situation that has been created, and
acceptable from an economic and financial view-
point. Entirely unacceptable to the Soviet Union,
however, is any measure in the field of prefer-
ential tariffs designed to create special conditions
for separate KEuropean countries exporting
grain.”

In answer to a statement by the chairman of
the conference, Prof. Kritzman declared that the
proposals of the Soviet Union could not have been
made known previously, since the problems before
the conference had been considered at different
conferences and meetings where an attempt had
been made to solve European problems without
the participation of the largest European country
—the Soviet Union. Prof. Kritzman said that
strange ideas had existed with regard to the pos-
sibility of putting into effect serious measures in

declared,.
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the field of world agriculture without the partici-
pation of the Soviet Union.

“The Soviet delegation,” concluded Prof. Kritz-
mén, “will take part in the consideration of prob-
lems which are on the agenda of the present con-
ference without, however, binding itself by any
decisions proposed or adopted at any place what-
ever without the participation of the U.S.S.R.”

Mo Teh-hui Returns to Moscow

N March 28th Mo Teh-hui, representative of

the Chinese Government at the Sino-Soviet
Conference which was interrupted some months
ago when he left for China, returned to Moscow
to resume negotiations. With him came members
of the technical staff of the delegation. The dele-
gation was met at the station by the head of the
second Eastern Department of the Soviet Com-
missariat for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Kozlovsky, and
other officials of the Foreign and Railroad Com-
missariats. At a speech in Mukden before he left
for the U.S.S.R., Mo Teh-hui declared:

“] have received additional instructions from
the Central Government regarding the settlement
of all the questions at the conference with the
aim of establishing a real and complete rap-
prochement with the Soviet Union.” He said fur-
ther that the Nanking Government now occupied
a clearer and more concrete position with regard
to the U.S.S.R. and said he considered that the
example of Sino-Soviet relations established in
Manchuria opened the possibility of establishing
similar relations for all of China.

Book Notes

“MAKING BOLSHEVIKS,” by Samuel N. Harper.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago. $2.

Professor Harper’s book represents six lectures
given at the University of Chicago, designed to
describe the activities and functions of the vari-
ous militant groups in the forefront of the up-
building in the Soviet Union, as observed by the
author during a visit in 1930. Professor Harper
describes the little volume as in a sense an appen-
dix to his earlier book, “Civie Training in Soviet
Russia,” for which he gathered his material in
1926. The present book is written in an easy,
popular style. It is an interpretation by a stu-
dent familiar with the Russia of pre-revolution-
ary days. This familiarity gives the author valu-
able background; in some instances, also, it ap-
pears to make it more difficult for him to under-
stand the present arrangements. The book has
an index and is illustrated by several cartoons
from the Soviet Press.
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Miscellaneous News

New Achievements in Physical Research

Academician Joffe, who has gained world re-
nown by his discoveries and inventions in the
field of physics, recently reported to the Coun-
cil of People’s Commissars on the attainments of
the Physico-Technical Institute in Leningrad, of
which he is director.

The Physico-Technical Institute has developed
into one of the most important centers of physical
research in the world. There are complete fields
of science in which the Institute leads the way,
such as the field of the electrical and mechanical
properties of solid bodies. The Institute has
thoroughly investigated and definitely revealed
the nature of electrical current in insulators, and
has thrown a new light upon the phenomena of
solidity, fragility and, particularly, viscidity of
solid bodies.

The work of the Institute in this field is of
enormous practical importance. At the present
time the strength of materials used in production
and construction is generally multiplied by a co-
efficient of safety from five to ten times higher
than is necessary. The Institute has patented
about one hundred of its inventions which afford
tremendous possibilities for economizing ma-
terials owing to the extension of the limits of me-
chanical and electrical strength.

The Institute has also designed appliances for
the protection of low tension lines from high-volt-
age currents. About 6,000 of these appliances
have been put to use and where they are employed
the lines protected by them have been safeguarded
against all danger resulting from breakdowns of
electrical machinery.

The Institute has produced a system of tele-
photography comparing favorably with any of
those existing abroad.

]
Kolpino Radio Station

The new Kolpino radio station which has just
been completed near Leningrad was put into reg-
ular operation on February 1.

The Kolpino station is the second 100-kilowatt
broadecasting station in the U.S.S.R., but com-
pared with the older station of similar capacity,
that of the Central Trade Unions, this station has
a number of important improvements both of de-
sign and operation.

The sending apparatus of the Kolpino station
will serve as the prototype of a series of similar
100-kilowatt radio stations to be built by the
Soviet Electrical Trust under the Five-Year Plan.
At the present time two stations of the same kind

are under construction, one in Noginsk, close
to Moscow, and the other in Novosibirsk.

During the tests the Kolpino station made a
special connection with the radio station at
Franz Josef Land, the northernmost station in
the world. A splendid reception was recorded on
both sides, it being noted that the broadcast from
the Kolpino station was heard much more dis-
tinctly and loudly than that from the old Lenin-
grad radio station.

[ ]

Utilization of Solar Energy

The Thermo-technical Institute of Leningrad
has lately been given much attention to helio-
technical problems. At a national congress of
helio-technicians, shortly to be held in Moscow,
a representative of the Institute will report on the
results of their experiments.

Professor Weinberg, of the Institute, has
drawn up the first complete helio-map of the
U.S.S.R. The Institute has also designed the
first “sun boiler” in the U.S.S.R., which is now
being assembled in Ashkhabad and will be
brought to Leningrad when completed to be put
into operation. In this connection, laboratory
experiments have been conducted with a model
of this boiler for the study of the various heat
processes within it.

The results already achieved show that the
“sun boiler” designed by the Institute is superior
to those existing abroad, its coefficient of efficiency
being three times as high as those of foreign
manufacture.

]

Growth of Soviet Cooperatives

_The membership in the Consumers’ Coopera-
tives in the Soviet Union has increased during re-
cent years as follows:

Number of Covperative Shareholders

January 1, 1928 . 18,132.000
January 1, 1929 24,644.000
January 1, 1830 37,715,000
January 1, 1931 ... .. 09,700,000

Thus it appears that during the past three
years the membership in the Consumers’ Coopera-
tives has more than tripled. The greatest increase
in membership has taken place in the village
where the number of shareholders has grown
from 11,161,000 in the beginning of 1928 to 39,-
200,000 at the beginning of the present year. As
a result of this increase in membership the per-
centage of the adult population of the villages en-
rolled in the cooperatives has increased from 16.3
per cent to 52.3 per cent during the same period.
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The percentage of the urban population enrolled
in the cooperatives increased from 32.6 to 82.2
per cent during this period.

The growth of capital stock has proceeded at
an even greater rate, as illustrated by the follow-
ing table:

Capital Stock of Consumers' Cooperatives

January 1, 1928 ... 91,000,000 rubles
January 1, 1929 211,700,000 rubles
January 1, 1930............. 463,900,000 rubles
January 1, 1931 ... 902,500,000 rubles

Thus the capital stock has increased ten fold
during the past three years. Of this amount the
capital stock of the village cooperatives has in-
creased from 43,100,000 rubles at the beginning
of 1928 to 543,800,000 rubles at the beginning of
the present year and the capital stock of the city
cooperatives has increased from 47,900,000 rubles
to 358,700,000 rubles in the same period.

New Tax for Rural Development

According to a decree issued by the Govern-
ment of U.S.S.R., a new tax, to be levied only
once, will be introduced this year, in rural dis-
tricts of the Soviet Union. This tax will be turned
over in full to the district and village budgets
and will be spent exclusively on the economic
and cultural development of the villages.

Collective farms and those members of the col-
lectives having individual incomes, will not be
taxed.

The tax will be carried out on the basis of the
single agricultural tax, various grades of assess-
ment being established. The economic strength
of the districts as well as the average income of
the peasants will also be taken into consideration.

The decision of the Government has been
adopted in connection with various proposals, ad-

vanced by local Soviets, to utilize the growth of -

the income of the villages in 1930-31 for strength-
ening the district and village budgets with the
object of the economic and cultural development
of the villages.

[ ]
First Gipsy Soviet

The members of the collective farm, “Trudovoi
Tsigan” (Gipsy Toiler), in the Mineralovodsk
district, have elected their own Soviet. This is
the first gipsy Soviet in the Northern Caucasus.

The collective farm has built this year model
stables for good breed horses and opened a school
where tuition is conducted in the gipsy tongue.

The gipsy collective farmers have issued an
appeal to all gipsies wandering in the Northern
Caucasus urging them to settle down and organ-
ize new gipsy collective farms.
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Some Figures on Newspapers and Books

HE increase in the amount of paper used from
year to year for publishing purposes may
serve as an indication of the growth of publish-
ing in the U.S.S.R. Thus, 142,200,000 metric
tons of paper were consumed in publishing in the
U.S.S.R. in 1929, 211,500,000 tons in 1930, and
during the present year, according to the plan,
232,500,000 tons of paper will be used by the pub-
lishing industries. The consumption of paper by
the newspapers has increased at the swiftest rate
—from 94,000,000 metric tons in 1929 to 134,-
000,000 during the present year. The circula-
tion of newspapers in the Soviet Union has in-
creased during the past two years as follows:

Total circulation of Sovict necwspapers

1929 12,500,000
1930 L e 22,330,000
1931 e 217,000,000

The circulation of newspapers in pre-war Russia
was 2,728,000.

Along with the growth of the daily press there
has been an intensive increase in book publishing.
In 1914 book publishing in Tsarist Russia reached
the record figure of 130,000,000 copies. This num-
ber was surpassed in 1924, the first year the pub-
lishing industry really got on its feet after the
years of disruption. In 1928, 250,000,000 copies
of books were published, in 1929, 335,000,000 and
in 1930 over 500,000,000. The greatest increase
has been in literature on technical, production,
and social and political problems,

Tours to the Soviet Arctic

“Intourist,” the organization which arranges
visits by foreigners to the Soviet Union, is organ-
izing next summer an excursion on the icebreaker
Malygin into the Northernmost section of the
U.S.S.R., Franz Josef Land and, time and ice
conditions permitting, also to Wiese Land which
was discovered in the summer of 1930. The
excursion will be arranged for from 30 to 50
tourists.

Until very recently a visit to Franz Josef Land
was considered an unusual feat even for a well
organized and properly equipped arctic explorer.
Now, as a result of the work of Soviet seamen
and scientists interested in the North, Franz Josef
Land will become accessible to ordinary tourist
excursions.

“Intourist’” has recently undertaken a new
type of foreign hunting excursions for foreign
tourists. A group of hunters organized by the
Travel Bureau “Nordisk,” arrived in February in
Leningrad from Sweden. They left with hunts-
men and guides of the “Intourist” for the North-
ern Region where they will hunt bears, wolves
and foxes.
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Arctic Museum Organized

The All-Union Arctic Institute is organizing an
Arctic Museum in Leningrad. The museum will
contain various materials, documents, pictures,
diagrams and films connected with arctic expedi-
tions.

A special department of the museum will be
devoted to the rescue expedition of the ice-breaker
Krassin which came to the aid of the airship
“Italia” two years ago. A great panorama of
the Northern outskirts of the U.S.S.R. will also
be installed in the museum.

Pre-Historic Animals Discovered

The paleontological expedition of the Academy
of Sciences which carried on explorations last
summer along the shores of the river Uda, in the
region of Nizhe-Udinsk, Siberia, made some im-
portant discoveries. At a height of about 900
feet above the level of the river, two caves were
found containing the remains of many pre-
historic animals including foxes, martens, rein-
deer, wolves, small rodents, flying mice, some of
them rare specimens. All of the fauna were
found in a remarkably well preserved condition.
"They have been shipped to Leningrad, where
they are being prepared for the museums.

Yakutian Dictionary

Professor Pekarsky has completed the Yakutian
dictionary, upon which he has worked for almost
fifty years. He began collecting material for this
dictionary while in his exile in the Yakutian re-
gion in the eighties.

As a result of his many years’ work, the Yaku-
tian people will get a scientific dictionary contain-
ing 25,000 words, which will be one of the most
complete dictionaries ever created for the Eastern
nationalities of the U.S.S.R.

A Factory-College for Engineers

A committee has been organized in Leningrad
by a group of representative engineers for the
purpose of raising funds among engineers and
technicians for the construction of a model fac-
tory to serve simultaneously as a school for engi-
neers. The factory is to employ 4,000 men who
while working there will go through a two-year
course of theoretical studies, so that half the
workers will be graduated as engineers every

ear.
v It is estimated that the cost of the factory-
college will be 7,500,000 rubles ($3,862,500). The
money is to be raised by the engineers voluntar-
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ily contributing a part of their bonuses and fees
for rationalization suggestions.

Tenth Anniversary of Moscow Jewish Theatre

The Jewish Theatre, established in Moscow in
1921, is now celebrating the tenth anniversary
of its existence.

During this period the theatre produced chiefly
the Jewish classics—Goldfaden, Sholom Aleichem,
Peretz, Mendel, and Moikher-Sforim, giving an
artistic presentation of the history and daily life
of Jewry.

In 1928 the Jewish theatre made a successful
foreign tour, and upon returning to the U.S.
S.R., made a complete change of policy. The
theatre now concentrates upon modern topics.
One of the plays to be presented in 1931 will be
Ernst Toller’s “Boiler Fire,” which will be di-
rected by the eminent German theatrical director,
Edwin Piskator.

Plays and Lectures for Foreign Workers

The Art Department of the People’s Commis-
sariat for Education has decided to organize a
group of actors and lecturers, who will give per-
formances and deliver lectures in English and
German to foreign workers and specialists work-
ing in the U.S.S.R. Two German theatres are
already being organized. In addition it is planned
to organize two travelling theatres which will not
only give performances but also coach amateur
circles of foreign workers,

It has also been decided to gather together the
foreign workers in Moscow in order to ascertain
the kind of plays they would like to have pre-
sented, as well as to discuss with them other
ways of providing for their cultural needs.

Special Valuta Commission Abolished

On February 4th it was announced that the
Special Valuta Commission attached to the Nar-
komfin (Commissariat for Finance) of the U.S.

‘S.R. had been abolished and its functions given

over to the Narkomfin. Socialized enterprises and
organizations now have the right to transfer cur-
rency abroad within the limits of the monthly
valuta plan, without special permission. Improper
use of valuta resources will be punished by law.

Changes in Soviet Foreign Service

A. A. Dedya has been relieved of the duties of
trade representative of the U.S.S.R. in Esthonia,
and Gustav Kasparovich Klinger was appointed
in his stead on February 21.
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Planning Scientific Research

HE first All-Union Conference on Planning

Scientific Research opened in Moscow on
April 6. More than a thousand delegates from
all over the Union, representing universities,
scientific institutions, industry and agriculture
were present.

The delegates agreed that the principle of plan-
ning must be applied to scientific work, that
science must be linked up directly with life, must
be made an organic part of the economic struc-
ture of the Soviet Union, and that wherever pos-
sible scientific laboratories be connected directly
with industrial and agricultural undertakings. It
was brought out that no restriction of scientific
activities was implied in the insistence that
science must be put to practical uses. Rather, the
possibilities of scientific work are thereby greatly
expanded, since there is literally no limit to the
scope of the plans for economic and cultural de-
velopment being worked out in the Soviet Union.
The fulfillment of the present Five-Year Plan
and the plans for the more distant future already
launched offer limitless opportunities for scienti-
fic Jabor. All the vast natural resources of the
U.S.S.R. must be studied and adapted to social

uses. Scientific research and activity of every
kind are needed in this process. Scientists will
have the resources of the State at their disposal
and a new incentive in the assurance that what-
ever of value they discover will be put to im-
mediate use.

Growth of Soviet Science

Lomov, Assistant Chairman of Gosplan, was
the first speaker of the conference. He emphasized
the importance of the place accorded to science
under the Soviet Government. For the period
from 1800 to 1917, the number of scientific in-
stitutions in Tsarist Russia grew from 4 to 289.
By 1930 the number had increased to 1,500. For
117 years before the revolution, in other words,
283 scientific research institutions were opened.
while during 13 years since the revolution, 1,200
or five times as many, have been established. 7
1800 Tsarist Russia had 200 scientific worker:
in 1917, 4,240. By 1930 there were 24,000 sci -
tific workers in the Soviet Union. .

“The first piatiletka (five-year plan) AW
soon be finished,” concluded Lomov, “sciernf : 18
already faced with vital problems connecter with

N\
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the next stage of our construction—the next
piatiletka. We must reach a production of 60,-
000,000 kilowatts of power, 60,000,000 tons of
iron, 400 to 450,000,000 tons of coal, 150,000,000
tons of oil. For this all our own scientific re-
sources are necessary, and in addition we shall
have to learn things from Europe and America
in the field of technique for a long time to come.”

Bukharin’s Speech

Nikolay Bukharin, member of the All-Union
f&cademy of Science, then spoke in part as fol-
ows:

“Always and everywhere,” he said, ‘“science,
in the last analysis, develops on the basis of the
practical needs of the given epoch, In a class
society, science is concentrated in the hands of
the ruling class, and reflects its philosophy. The
tremendous problems of socialist construction
which confront us demand a gigantic increase in
the rolc of science in the system of socialist labor
in the U.S.S.R. This requires an absolute and
categorical break with the feudal and bourgeois
traditions of old academicism, and a complete
over-hauling of the whole system of scientific re-
search institutions to fit them to solve practical
and urgent problems. This requires planning
throughout all of our scientific research work.

“The application of the principle of planning
to our whole system of scientific research work,
concentrating attention on the most vital prob-
lems, organizing correctly the distribution of
labor among the different fields of scientific work,
will make possible the more rapid development of
science and will transform it into a powerful lever
for the technical and economic revolution re-
quired in the building of socialism.” ’

“The planning of scientific research work
should include the following: determination of
the proportion to be allotted to scientific research
work in the budget of the country; planning the
organization and activities of scientific research
institutions; the geographic distribution of scien-
tific institutions and the distribution of funds
among the different branches and of scientific
workers. All planning must take strict account
of the specific characteristics of different types of
scientific work and bureaucratic tendencies must
be avoided.”

In closing Bukharin stressed the point that the
methods of planning must be such as in no way
to hamper the initiative and creative activities
of the scientific workers participating in socialist
construction.

Some of the Problems Discussed

In the discussion which followed Bukharin’s
address Professor V. L. Komarov, vice-chairman
of the Academy of Sciences, pointed out that
since only one-third of the Soviet Union is in-
habited the first problem before science is to
make an inventory of all the resources of the
country, and that the work of expeditions in
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particular must be put on a planned basis to
avoid the over-lapping that had sometimes taken
place in the past.

Prof. A. F. Joffe, head of the Leningrad Phy-
sico-Technical Institute, said that the planning of
scientific work was important not only in the
interests of socialist construction but of science
itself. He also pointed out the advantages of col-
lective work in science, and said that some of the
most important scientific discoveries had come
not where people were working alone, but when
whether deliberately planned or not, the energies
of hundreds of people had been concentrated
around a given subject.

Prof. Joffe urged greater use of motion pic-
tures and radio to further scientific informa-
tion. He outlined a plan for making invention
and scientific research accessible to all. Science,
he said, must embrace all productive processes,
all the phenomena of life. Workers everywhere
should be encouraged to exercise their creative
faculties in working out new processes and in-
venting new tools and machinery. To this end,
he said, definite problems should be given workers
in every field, and the technical personnel of fac-
tories and farms should direct their work. This
could be greatly stimulated, he said, through the
development of socialist competition and shock
brigades in scientific work, one department or
one factory challenging another to solve certain
definite problems.

Prof. Joffe on Power Development

In an article on ‘“The Technique of the Future,”
written in connection with the conference, Prof.
Joffe opened up exciting vistas of what science
might do when man had learned to use the power
resources of the world more efficiently.

“The rich flowering of science,” he said, “opens
unimaginable aspects of the world around us,
filling life with new beauties. For whatever we
do—whether setting street cars or trains in
motion, lighting buildings or running industry,
we need power first of all. The richer we are in
power, the richer will be our technical develop-
ment. But our modern power system is barbaric
and criminal. We burn up the energy of the
sun that has been stored a million years in coal—
but we use only about 20 per cent of its poten-
tial power, and let the remaining 80 per cent
go to waste. In a few hundred years, at this
rate, we could use up all the power resources of
the past. And the solar energy of the sun, be-
stowed on us each day, we do not use at all. It
alone might fulfill all our needs. . ..”

Prof. Volgin of the Academy of Sciences ex-
plained that since the reorganization of the Acad-
emy a year ago it had come nearer to the prob-
lems of planning science. The Academy, in en-
deavoring to bring its work into harmony with
the Five-Year Plan has been concentrating on
the problem of the utilization of the raw
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materials and power resources of the country, and
is looking ahead to the problems of a Fifteen-
Year Plan as well. He said that a special sec-
tion of the Academy would devote itself to ques-
tions of the cultural revolution, including ethno-
logical studies of the various racial groups and
the development of their national cultural life.

Prof. A. Fersman reported on new mineral
resources, and the study of the physical and
chemical structure of ore. He stressed the neces-
sity of employing scientific methods in prospect-
ing for ore.

“The geologist must be a technologist, too. He
must not only recognize mineral ores found but
know what uses may be made of the minerals
he discovers.” He cited the experience with
Khibinsk apatite as an example of this. At first
the idea was to get apatite—a fertilizer. It was
thought that the nepheline, found in the ore, de-
creased its value because the apatite had to be
separated from it. Study of nepheline has shown
that it is even more valuable than apatite. There
was still another ore, which at first was thought
to be debasing the nepheline. This ingredient—
egeline—was found to contain a considerable
amount of vanadium, which will probably make
egeline the most valuable of all the ingredients of
Khibinsk ore.

Professor Alexandrov spoke on the ‘‘geographic
centres of new construction work and the prob-
lem of regional combines.” He declared that what
is now central U.S.S.R. may very soon become
the ‘“‘economic borderland.” He indicated as a
possible future centre, the now nearly unin-
habited regions of Angara and Yenesei.

Prof. G. M. Krjijanovsky, former head of
Gosplan, quoting Lenin’s famous statement that
“Communism is the Soviet Government plus elec-
trification of the whole country” outlined the
plans of the Electrification Commission for co-
ordinating industrial production in different sec-
tions of the country on the basis of power re-
sources, for reconstructing industry and trans-
port on the basis of an ever greater use of elec-
tricity, and a wider use of electricity in agri-
cultural processes.

Science and Agriculture

Prof. N. 1. Vavilov, head of the Lenin Agricul-
tural Academy, spoke of the service of science in
connection with the agricultural collectivization
movement.

“Before the revolution,” he said, “the science
of agriculture was completely divorced from
reality. The total seeded area in Tsarist Russia
constituted about 4.5 per cent of the entire area.
There were great land reserves entirely unculti-
vated. In 1931, we are increasing the seeded area
by 12 per cent. The development of sheep and
cattle raising through our sovhoz system makes
it possible to use great expanses of land unsuit-
able for cultivation. We shall push our agri-
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culture northward and eastward to the farthest
possible limits.

“This year we produced only half a million tons
of super-phosphates, and in 1933 we will give
agriculture 12,000,000 tons which surpasses the
amount of fertilizer used by Germany. By 1936-
37, we shall be able to provide 32,000,000 to 33,-
000,000 tons of fertilizer, which equals the world
production at the present time. However, even
this amount only takes care of the needs of our
industrial and technical crops. The carrying
out of our plan for mineral fertilizers requires
extensive experimental and research work.

“Our’ socialized agriculture is faced with the
problem of a new and more rational distribution
of crops, the replacement of extensive cultivation
by more intensive and productive methods, in-
creasing the assortment of crops and providing
raw m