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Foreign Relations of the Soviet Union

N November 19th, the agent of the Commis-

sariat of Foreign Affairs in Khabarovsk re-
ceived from Tsai Yun Sheng, Harbin Diplomatic
Commissar, the following telegram:

“On November 20th Kokorin and Nechayev,
formerly members of the staff of the Soviet Con-
sulate in Harbin, crossed the frontier at Pog-
ranichnaya-Grodekovo. Request that they be
met and that your military command be notified.”

On November 21st, Mr. Kokorin, formerly a
member of the staff of the Soviet Consulate in
Harbin, and after the rupture of relations with
China attached to the German Consulate at Har-
bin for work in rendering assistance to Soviet
citizens, arrived on Soviet territory by way of
Pogranichnaya Station in the company of the
former dragoman of the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way, Mr. Nechayev and the Chinese Colonel
Wang. Mr. Kokorin transmitted the official
statement of Mr. Tsai that he had been given full
powers by both the Mukden and Nanking Gov-
ernments for the immediate commencement of
negotiations to regulate the Soviet-Chinese con-
flict, and the request of Mr. Tsai that the Soviet
Government immediately appoint its representa-
tive to meet with him.

On November 22, the agent of the People’s
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs in Khabarovsk,
Mr. Simanovsky, sent the following answer to
Tsai Yun Sheng through Mr. Kokorin, who re-
turned to Harbin in the company of Nechayev
and Colonel Wang.

“The Soviet Government stands for a peace-
ful regulation of the conflict, but does not con-
sider it possible to enter upon negotiations be-
fore the fulfillment by the Chinese of the pre-

liminary conditions of which China was informed
through the German Government on August 29.
The conditions are in supnstance as follows:

“1. Official agreement by the Chinese to the
restoration of the pre-conflict status of the Chi-
nese Eastern Railway, on the basis of the Peking
and Mukden agreements of 1924,

“2. The immediate restoration of the rights of
the manager and assistant manager of the rail-
way recommended by the Soviet side, in accord-
ance with the Peking and Mukden agreements
of 1924.

“3. The immediate liberation of all Soviet cit-
izens arrested in connection with the conflict.

“The Soviet side declares that just as soon as
these conditions have heen fulfilled by the Chinese
side, and the Soviet Government has been in-
formed of this officially and in writing, the
Soviet Government will immediately set free all
Chinese citizens arrested in connection with the
conflict and will participate in a Sino-Soviet con-
ference for the final settlement of all questions
of dispute.”

On November 27th, the People’s Commissariat
for Foreign AfTairs received the following tele-
gram in Chinese from Mukden:

“I have just received the telegram transmitted
bv Kokorin to Diplomatic Commissar Tsai, and
acauainted myself with its contents.

“In view of the fact that both sides desire
equally to fulfill the Russo-Chinese and Mukden
agreement of 1924, I express my agreement in
principle to the three points in the preliminary
conditions set forth by you on August 29, and
with the additional statement thereto appended.

“I ask your esteemed government, according to
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the second point of the conditions, to immediately
appoint a manager and assistant manager.

“As regards points 1 and 3, taking into con-
sideration the fact that they refer equally to both
sides, it is necessary that accredited persons be
appointed by both sides to consider the method
whereby they shall be carried out.

“Kindly reply by telegraph.

“CHANG HSUEH-LIANG.”

On the same day the People’s Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs sent the following tele-
graphic answer:

“To the President of the Mukden Government,
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang.

“The People’s Commissariat for Foreign Af-
fairs has received your telegram of the 26th of
November in which you declare your acceptance
in full of the preliminary conditions transmitted
to you in written form on the 22nd of this month
through the Harbin Commissar for Foreign Af-
faire. Tsai Yun Sheng. The<e conditions were
as follows:

“1. Official agreement bv the Chinese to the
restoration of the pre-conflict status of the rail-
way, on the basis of the Peking and Mukden
agreements of 1924.

“2. The immediate restoration of the rights of
the manager and assistant manager recom-
mended by the Soviet side. in accordance with the
Pekineg and Mukden arreements of 1924,

“3. The immediate liberation of all Soviet cit-
izens arrested in connection with th2 conflict.

“In accordance with point 2 the Union Gov-
ernment recommends the restitution of the rights
of Emshanov as manager of the road. and of Eis-
mont as assistant manager, and awaits your im-
mediate official notification of this.

“As regards points 1 and 3. which have also
been accepnted by vou, the Soviet Government pro-
poses that in fulfillment of point 2 your represen-
tative be sent immediately to Khabarovsk with
official written instructions, and on our side the
agent of the People’s Commissariat for Foreign
Affairs in Khabarovosk. Mr. Simanovskv, is ap-
pointed to consider the technical methods for
carrying out these points and to settle questions
regarding the time and place of the Sino-Soviet
conference.

“Acting Commissar for Foreign Affairs,

“LITVINOV.”

“Izvestia” Editorial on Soviet-Chinese Situation

On November 27th the following editorial was
r.ublished in the Moscow “Izvestia”:

“Immediately after the seizure of the Chinese
Eastern Railway the Chinese militarists began to
concentrate large military forces on the border,
etrengthened bv White ¢uard units. Then com-
menced repeated attacks, first at one point of the
Soviet border, then at another, firing on Soviet
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border troops, and raids on Soviet settlements for
purposes of plunder and destruction. At the same
time White guard bands were sent across the
Soviet border to carry on diversion activities in
the rear of the Soviet troops.

“This provocative policy, to all appearances,
was quite obviously intended to create an alarm-
ing situation in the Soviet Far East, and to force
the Soviet Union, whose peaceful aspirations are
known to the whole world, to sanction the seizure
of the Chinese Eastern Railway. It was con-
tinued, however, even after the Chinese should
have been convinced of the futility of such means
of pressure on the Soviet Government. The mili-
tary actions on the Soviet-Chinese border were
inspired by those elements in the Chinese mili-
tary volitical cliques, who were interested either
in using every means to provoke and intensify
the Soviet-Chinese conflict, or in drawing the im-
perialist powers into the conflict. or finally, in
weakening in every vossible way the Mukden
group on whom would devolve the whole burden
of the conseauences of this policy.

“The Soviet Government reneatedlv exposed
this vrovocative plaving with fire and warned
the Chinese militarists of its inevitable and sad
consequences for them. The fact of the concen-
tration on the borders of Chinese troons and
White gnard hande was nated aa far hark ac Inly
18th in the note rerardine the seizure of the
Chinese Fastern Railwav. Tn the statement made
hv the Soviet Government on August 19th, a
whole list of the attacks and denredations on
Soviet territory which had taken place at that
time was cited. The Soviet Government pointed
out that these attacks were creating a dangerous
situation on the border and. declarine that it
would take all precautions to prevent the Soviet
troops from crossing the horder even in separate
instances. at the same time demanded the dis-
srmine of the White ounarde and the nreventinn
of further attacks on Soviet territorv, emphasiz-
ing that further complications arising from new
attacks on Soviet territorv would he wholly the
resnonsibilitv of the Nankine and Mukden Gov-
ernments. This warning had no effect., and the
statement of the Soviet Government on Septem-
ber 9th, transmitted to Nankine and Mukden
throueh the German Government contained a
long list of new provocative attacks by the Chi-
noce gnd White gnard troons. Tn thic statement
the Soviet Government declared emnhatically that
anv new provncative attacks on the pnart of the
Chinese or White onards wonld ecomvel its troons
in self-defense to take decisive measures for the
protection of the border of the Union and the
peaceful ponulation of the border region. Tt
again ‘directed the most serious attention of the
Nanking and Mukden Governments to the serious
consequences which might result in the event of
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new provocative attacks on the part of Chinese
troops supported by Russian White guards.’

“Since this statement led to no results whatever,
the Soviet Government in its statement of Sep-
tember 25th, in which were enumerated further
instances of daily and persistent aggressive at-
tacks on the part of the Chinese and the White
suards, declared that ‘the Nanking and Mukden
Governments do not wish and do not consider it
necessary to take the measures required to bring
to an end the criminal activities of their local
authorities, and also of the Chinese soldiers and
White guard detachments acting at the behest
of these authorities.” The Soviet Government
reiterated that that the entire responsibility for
the resultant situation and for possible future
consequences lay absolutely and wholly with the
Nanking and Mukden Governments, and declared
that ‘The Union militarv command will be forced
in the future to take all necessary measures for
combatting happenings like those cited above, and
to prevent their repetition in the future.’

“The sequence of these statements is the best
possible evidence of the fact that the Soviet Gov-
ernment refrained until the last possible moment
from taking recourse to the repressive measures
which finally became necessary to protect the
daily threatened security of the Soviet border
and the lives and labor of the Soviet population
of the border regions. The Soviet Government
first exhausted all means of persuasion and warn-
ing. Furthermore it refrained from involving
the situation on the border with the fate of the
conflict on the Chinese-Eastern Railway, and in
its statements referring to the militarv activities
of the Chinese troops, confined itself to repeated
demands for the cessation of the attacks and the
disnpersal of the White guard« who revresented
the most dangerous element in the situation.

“All of these arguments and demands were in
vain. The reveated statements of the Soviet
Government which have been cited were ignored
by the Nanking and Mukden Governments, which
did not even consider it necessary to attempt
to refute the facts therein contained. On the
contrary in the measure that the conflict created
an even more unfavorable situation for the Chi-
nese adventurers, they began to increase both
their repressive measures against the defenseless
Soviet citizens who remained in China and their
provocative actions in the form of attacks and
devoredations on Soviet territory.

“The Chinese thereafter extended the field of
their aggressive operations to the mouth of the
Sungari and the Amur River, where the Chinese
troons and the Chinese river hoats engased in
reneated firing on passing Soviet merchant ships.
disorganizing normal traffic on the Amur, and
making frequent attempts to blow un Soviet pa-
trol boats with the aid of floating mines. These
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incidents finally forced the Soviet military com-
mand to take the necessary measures in that dis-
trict to put an end to these military operations
which were actually being carried on by the
Chinese.

“At the same time, on October 12th, the Soviet
Government again energetically protested to the
Nanking and Mukden Governments against the
provocative acts of the Chinese troops and White
guard bands and was again forced to state that it
would continue to take all necessary measures for
the defense of its border. The Nanking Ministry
of Foreign Affairs simply refused to accept this
protest, thus again confirming that the Chinese
militarists were not amenable to persuasion and
that they intended to continue their policy of pro-
vocative acts and de facto warfare.

“The Soviet Government displayed the greatest
possible patience and restraint. In thousands of
workers’ meetings throughout the country the
masses demanded to know why the Red Army
had not put an end to further provocative acts by
the Chinese militarists. Notwithstanding, the
Soviet military command while resisting the Chi-
nese attacks in each concrete instance, refrained
as long as possible from taking decisive measures
which could not fail to have an effect on the
Chinese aggressors.

“But there is a limit to patience. The complete
deafness of the Chinese militarists to all argu-
ments and warnings on the one hand, and on
the other the increasing frequency of the attacks,
raids and forays of bands of soldiers which cre-
ated in the most disturbed sections of the border
a situation entirely unendurable for the peaceful
border population, finally compelled the Soviet
military command to give the Chinese and White
guard bandits a lesson which would teach them
that they could not with impunity create an actual
condition of war on the border.

“On the 17th of November, part of the Far
Eastern Army, in repulsing a new attack of the
Chinese and White Guard troops, pursued them
into their own territory. This decisive action
immediately demoralized the Chinese troops, and
as a result over 8,000 Chinese soldiers and officers
were disarmed, and a large quantity of arms
and ammunition was taken. As was to be ex-
pected, the echoes of this blow resounded far
beyond the limits of the actual operations of
the Soviet troops. Judging by reports in the
press complete demoralization and panic swept
the Chinese Army, and the Chinese and White
Guard detachments retreated in disorder from
the Soviet border deen into Chinese territory.
Naturally, this general panic gave rise to ut-
terly distorted and exaggerated versions of the
extent of the operations undertaken by the
Soviet military command with the sole purpose
of guaranteeing the security of the Soviet border.
On the other hand, it is to be supposed that this
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panic will aggravate the economic and political
situation in Manchuria, already strained to the
limit, which has already been brought to the
brink of complete catastrophe by the adventuris-
tic anti-Soviet policy of the Chinese. The long
- series of provocative and outrageous acts of vio-
lence in regard to which we have issued so many
warnings to the Chinese authorities, have thus
had their inevitable results. All the workers of
the Soviet Union completely endorse and support
the action, putting to an end the provocative
policy and the military aggression of the Chinese
generals, necessitated by the failure of all other
methods and not in the slightest degree meaning
retreat by the Soviet Government from its un-
changing policy of peace.”

On November 29th, the German Ambassador
in Moscow, Mr. Von Dirksen, delivered to Lit-
vinov, Acting Commissar for Foreign Affairs, a
note from the Nanking Government dated No-
vember 14th, the contents of which had already
been reported in telegrams from foreign sources
printed in the Soviet Press.

On the same day the People’s Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs gave to the German Ambas-
sador the following answer:

“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of the note of the Nanking Government of No-
vember 14th, delivered to me yesterday morning.
The Union Government has already received offi-
cial notification from Marshal Chang Hsueh-
liang regarding his acceptance of the preliminary
conditions necessary for the quickest possible
settlement of the conflict by means of direct nego-
tiations. The proposal of the Nanking Govern-
ment, set forth in the above-mentioned note,
could only prolong the conflict, and is therefore
superfluous.

“LITVINOV.”

Conference at Nikolsk-Ussurisk

The following statement from the People’s
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs was published
in the Moscow “Izvestia” of December 4th:

“On December 1st the representative of the
Mukden Government, diplomatic commissar Tsai
Yun Sheng, arrived at Nikolsk-Ussurisk in com-
pany with Lee Shao-gen, member of the adminis-
tration of the Chinese Eastern Railway, to confer
with the agent of the People’s Commissar for
Foreign Affairs in Khabarovsk, Mr. Simanovsky,
regarding the procedure for carrying out the sec-
ond point in the preliminary conditions of the
Soviet Government, accepted by Marshal Chang
Hsueh-liang in his telegram to the People’s Com-
missar for Foreign Affairs of November 26, 1929.

“As a result of the exchange of opinions which
took place, Mr. Tsai Yun Sheng, on behalf of the
Mukden Government, and Mr. Simanovsky on be-
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half of the Government of the U. S. S. R., on De-
cember 3rd signed the following protocol :

“l. On behalf of the Mukden Government,
Diplomatic Commissar Tsai declares that the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Chi-
nese Eastern Railway, Mr. Lu, has been dismissed
from that position. '

“On behalf of the Government of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics the agent of the Peo-
ple’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs in Khabar-
ovsk, Simanovsky, declares that after the Chair-
man of the Board of Directors, Mr. Lu, is removed
from his position, the Government of the Union,
in accordance with the statement of Acting Peo-
ple’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Litvinov to
the German envoy in Moscow on August 29th, will
be ready to place new persons in the positions of
the manager of the Chinese Eastern Railway and
his assistant, Messrs. Emshanov and Eismont. In
the latter instance the Government of the Union
reserves the right to appoint Messrs. Emshanov
and Eismont to other positions on the Chinese
Eastern Railway, to which Mr. Tsai has given his
consent in personal conversation with Mr. Sima-
novsky.

“2. Diplomatic Commissar Tsai declared on be-
half of the Mukden Government that the latter,
wishing in every way to assist in the settlement
of the conflict between China and the U. S. S. R,,
and to eliminate all causes of further complica-
tions, will strictly observe the Mukden and Peking
agreement of 1924, both as a whole, and in its sep-
arate parts.

“The agent of the People’s Commissariat for
Foreign Affairs in Khabarovsk, Mr. Simanovsky,
accepted with satisfaction the statement of Com-
missar Trcai that the Mukden Government would
strictly obscrve the agreement of 1924, and on its
part declared that the U. S. S. R., standing always
on the basis of the existing agreements between
China and rhe U. S. S. R., will observe them with-
out question both as a whole and in their separate
clauses. The above statements, included in the
first and s2cond points of the protocol, are con-
sidered accepted by both parties.

“Nikolsk-Ussurisk,
December 3rd, 1929.

“DIPLOMATIC COMMISSAR TSAI
“A. SIMANOVSKY,
Agent of the Peoples’ Com-
missariat for Foreign Af-
fairs.”

Telegram from Mukden

On December 5th the People’s Commissariat for
Foreign Affairs in Moscow received from Mukden
the following telegram, in Chinese:

“The telegram of the 27th from the People’s
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs received. As
regards the most important part, the agreement
by the representatives of both parties sent to
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Nikolsk-Ussurisk in regard to point 2, I here-
by especially declare my full agreement with
the results of the conference. In addition, I shall
immediately send diplomatic commissar Tsai
Yun Sheng, with written authorization, to con-
sider all questions with the representative of
the U. S. S. R., Simanovsky, in accordance with
our telegraphic correspondence and the results
of the conference. I shall inform you of this
especially by telegram. Chang Hsueh-liang, De-
cember 5th.”

On December 6th the People’s Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs sent the following telegraphic
answer:

“To the President of the Mukden Government,
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang. The People’s Com-
missariat for Foreign Affairs acknowledges the
receipt of your telegram of December 5th, and
has the honor to inform you that the agent of the
People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, Si-
manovsky, has been given instructions to meet
with Mr. Tsal.

“Acting Commissar for Foreign Affairs,
“LITVINOV.”

Negotiations at Khabarovsk

On December 13th Diplomatic Commissar Tsai
Yun Sheng arrived in Khabarovsk with written
instructions from the Mukden and Nanking gov-
ernments to proceed with negotiations with Mr.
Simanovsky, agent of the People’s Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs in Khabarovsk.

On December 14th Mr. Tsai handed Mr. Siman-
ovsky the following written statement:

“On behalf of the Mukden government, and in
accordance with the protocol concluded in Ni-
kolsk-Ussurisk, I have the honor to ask you to in-
form your government that the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way, Mr. Lu Jung Huan was dismissed from the
post of Chairman of the Board on December 7th,
and that Mr. Ho Fu Mian has been temporarily
appointed to fulfill the duties of this post until
the appointment of a new chairman.”

In view of the fulfillment by the Mukden gov-
ernment of the conditions set forth in the first
paragraph of the Nikolsk-Ussurisk protocol re-
garding the removal of Mr. Lu, chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way, the Soviet government agreed to recommend
new persons to the positions of Manager and As-
sistant Manager of the Chinese Eastern Railway,
namely Mr. Rudyi as manager, and Mr. Denisov
as assistant manager.

Soviet-Chinese Protocol on Restoration of Status
Quo on Chinese Eastern Railway

On December 22nd, in Khabarovsk, the agent
of the People's Commissariat for Foreign Affairs
in Khabarovsk, Mr. Simanovsky, on behalf of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republies, and Diplo-
matic Commissar Tsai Yun Sheng, on behalf of
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the Chinese Republic, signed the following
protocol :

“The undersigned, having been properly au-
thorized by their respective governments, have
agreed to the following:

“1. Point 1 of the preiiminary conditions of the
Union Government is understood by both sides
in complete accordance with the telegram of Act-
1Ing Commissar tor rorelgn Amailrs, wir. Litvinov,
oI November 27th of this year, and with the
IN1kolsk-Ussurisk protocol of December 3rd of this
year, as a restoration of the pre-conflict status,
and based on the Mukden and Feking agreements.

“All disputed questions which have arisen dur-
ing the period ot joint Soviet-Chinese administra-
tion or the raliroad are to be settled at the torth-
coming Soviet-Chinese conterence. In accordance
with this the following measures shall be carried
cut immediately:

“a. The restoration of the activity of the Board
c{ the Chinese Eastern Railway on the basis of
the former agreements, and the resumption of
duties by the Soviet members of the Board. In
the future the Chinese Chairman of the Board
and the Soviet Assistant Chairman of the Board
are to act only jointly, in accordance with point 6,
article 1, of the Soviet-Mukden agreement.

“b. The restoration of the former co-relation
of the departments headed by Soviet and Chines.
citizens and the restoration of the rights of the
Soviet chiefs and assistant chiefs of departments
(or the immediate appointment of new candidates
if they should be put forward by the Soviet side).

“c. All orders and instructions regarding the
railroad issued in the name of the Board and the
Management of the Chinese Eastern Railway
since July 10th, 1929, are to be considered void
unless approved respectively by the lawful Board
and Management of the road.

“2. All Soviet citizens without exception who
have been arrested by the Chinese authorities
since May 1st, 1929, and in connection with the
conflict, are to be liberated immediately, without
division into categories, including the Soviet citi-
zens arrested during the raid on the Harbin Con-
sulate on May 27th, 1929.

“The Union Government will also set free im-
mediately all Chinese citizens without exception
arrested in the course of the conflict, and interned
Chinese soldiers and officers.

“3. All employees of the Chinese Eastern Rail-
way who are citizens of the U. S. S. R. who have
been dismissed or resigned from their positions
since July 10th, 1929, are to be granted the right
and the opportunity to return immediately to the
Jjob occupied before their dismissal, and to receive
the money due them from the road.

“Those of the employvees who were dismissed
or resigned from their positions and who will not
take advantage of this right, must be immediately
paid in full their wages, pension, dues, etc.

“The vacancies may be filled only upon instrue-

A A—
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tions of the lawful Board and Management, re-
spectively, of the Chinese Eastern Railway. All
former Russian subjects, non-citizens of the
U. S. S. R, taken into the service of the road
during the conflict, are to be dismissed uncondi-
tionally and immediately.

“4, The Chinese authorities will immediately
disarm the Russian White guard detachments and
expel their organizers and instigators from the
boundaries of the Three Eastern Provinces.

“5. Leaving the question of complete resump-
tion of diplomatic and consular relations between
the U. S. S. R. and China open until the Soviet-
Chinese Conference, both parties consider it pos-
sible and necessary to reestablish Soviet con-
sulates on the territory of the Three Eastern
Provinces and Chinese consulates in correspond-
ing points of the Soviet Far East.

“Taking into consideration the fact that the
Union Government stated on May 31, 1929, that
‘since the Chinese authorities are proving by all
their actions their obvious reluctance and in-
ability to comply with the generally accepted
procedure of international law and custom, it
will not, for its part, henceforth consider itself
bound by this procedure with regard to the Chi-
nese Mission in Moscow and the Chinese con-
sulates on Soviet territory, and that from now
on extra-territorial rights to which international
law entitles them, will not be recognized with
respect to the Chinese embassy and consulates,’
also taking into consideration the fact that both
sides intend to resume consular relations in ac-
cordance with the principle of international law
and custom, the Mukden Government declares
that it undertakes to safeguard for the Soviet
consulates on the territory of the Three Eastern
Provinces all the immunity and all the privileges
conferred upon them by international law and
custom, and it is understood that it will refrain
from any violations of this immunity and of
these privileges.

“In its turn, the Union Government renounces
the special regime which it established for Chi-
nese consulates in the interval between May 31,
1929, and the time of the severance of relations,
and it will accord to those consulates which by
virtue of paragraph 1 of this clause, will be re-
established on the territory of the Soviet Far
East, all the privileges and all the immunity to
which they are entitled by international law and
custom.

“6. With the reestablishment of consulates the
opportunity for the resumption of normal activi-
ties is immediately granted to all Soviet economic
organizations which existed in the region of the
Three Eastern Provinces prior to the conflict.

“Similarly the opportunity is granted for the
reestablishment of Chinese commercial enter-
prises which had existed within the boundaries
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of the U. S. S. R., inasmuch as their activities
were discontinued in connection with conflict on
the Chinese Eastern Railway.

“The question of trade relations between both
countries in its entirety is to be decided at the
Soviet-Chinese Conference.

‘“7. The question of real guarantees of the ob-
servance of the agreements and interests of both
parties is to be settled at the forthcoming con-
ference.

“8. The Soviet-Chinese Conference for the
solution of all questions at issue is to be called in
Moscow for January 25, 1930.

“9. A state of peace is to be restored immedi-
ately on the frontiers of China and the U. S.
S. R., with the subsequent recall of the troops by
both sides.

“10. The present protocol enters into force
from the moment of signing.

“Signed in the city of Khabarovsk on Decem-
ber 22, 1929.

“Representative Plenipotentiary of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics.

“SIMANOVSKY,
Representative of the People’s Com-
missariat for Foreign Affairs.”’

Soviet-Turkish Treaty

N December 17th a Soviet-Turkish Protocol

providing for the extension of the treaty on

friendship and neutrality, was signed at Angora.
The document states:

“The government of the Turkish Republic and
the government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republies, in recognition of their mutual interests
and their desire to preserve and further stabilize
normal and prolonged relations permeated with
the spirit of sincere friendship, have decided to
extend the period of the treaty on friendship and
neutrality signed in Paris December 17th, 1925.
For this purpose they have appointed on the one
hand Dr. Tewfik Rushdi Bey, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Turkish Republic, and on the other
Mr. Karakhan, Assistant Commissar for Foreign
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
and Mr. Suritz, Diplomatic Representative of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in Turkey,
who drew up the following protocol:

Protocol

“Article 1. The treaty on friendship and neu-
trality concluded between the Turkish Republic
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in
Paris, December 17th, 1925, is to be considered
extended for a period of two years from the mo-
ment the present treaty expires. If one of the
contracting parties does not notify the other with-
in six months of the completion of the two-year
period, of its desire to terminate the existing
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treaty, the treaty will again be automatically ex-
tended, this time for a period of one year.

“Article 2. Each of the contracting parties de-
clares that it has no agreements whatever besides
those already published with other countries di-
rectly bordering by land or sea on the territory
of the other party.

“Each party is obligated to refrain from com-
mencing any negotiations having as their object
the conclusion of political agreements with coun-
tries directly bordering by land or sea on the ter-
ritory of the other party, without notifying the
other party. Each party is further obligated to
refrain from concluding such agreements with-
out the consent of the other party. Furthermore
it is understood that acts having as their aim the
establishment or preservation of normal relations
with these countries and which are to be pub-
lished, remain outside of the sphere of the obliga-
tions set forth above.

“Article 3. The present protocol, which will
serve as a supplement to the Turkish-Soviet treaty
on friendship and neutrality, and will be an in-
separable part of it, will remain in force during
the period covered by the treaty, extended in ac-
cordance with the provisions contained in Article
I of this protocol. It will enter into force after
its ratification, regarding which both sides will be
notified.

“Drawn up in Angora, December 17th, 1929.

“L. KARAKHAN
“I. SURITZ
“TEWFIK RUSHDL”

Exchange of Telegrams

On December 17th Acting Commissar for For-
eign Affairs of the U. S. S. R., Mr. Litvinov, re-
ceived from Angora the following telegram from
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Turkish
Republie, Dr. Tewfik Rushdi Bey:

-“I am happy to inform you that we have just
signed a protocol having as its aim the extension
and stabilization of the Turkish-Soviet treaty
signed in Paris. Completely convinced of the
happy influence of this act on our future friend-
ly relations, I count its signing as one of the most
important and happy events for both countries,
and tender to you my most hearty congratula-
tions.

“DRr. TEWFIK.”

In response to the above telegram, Acting Peo-
ple’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Lit-
vinov, sent the following telegram to Dr. Tewfik:

“Thanking you for your kindness in notifying
us of the signing of the Angora protocol, I hasten,
on my part, to express to you my sincere congrat-
ulations on the event of the happy conclusion of
an act which undoubtedly will serve to further
strengthen the friendly relations binding together
the people of Turkey and of the Soviet Union.

“l share completely your conviction that the

January, 1930

Angora protocol, extending and deepening the
basis of Soviet-Turkish friendship, will at the
same time play an important role in the develop-
ment of the policy of both countries in the direc-
tion of peace. ,

“I take this opportunity of asking you to ac-
cept personally and to transmit to your govern-
ment the deep gratitude of myself and my govern-
ment for the warm and friendly reception given
to our Assistant People’s Commissar for Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Karakhan.

“LITVINOV.”

Changes in Soviet Foreign Service

Mr. D. V. Bogomolov has been relieved of the
post of Diplomatic Representative of the U. S.
S. R. in Poland, and appointed Counselor to the
Soviet Embassy in London.

Mr. I. 1. Khodorovsky has been relieved of the
iiuties of Trade Delegate of the U. S. S. R. in
taly.

Mr. C. F. Sukhovy has been relieved of the post
of Trade Delegate of the Soviet Union in Turkey,
and Mr. I. I. Khodorovsky has been appointed in
his stead. .

Mr. N. S. Angarsky has been appointed Trade
Delegate of the Soviet Union to Lithuania, in
place of Mr. P. A. Galanin.

Soviet T'rade Relations

HE year 1928-29 marks the end of the first
five-year period of the existence of Soviet
trade treaties with other countries.* During the
preliminary period in Soviet trade relations with
other countries, also a five-year period, the
treaties which were signed were either of a purely
diplomatic nature, containing certain items
concerning trade, or temporary trade treaties
of short duration. In 1924 the U. S. S. R. en-
tered upon a new period in her trade relations,
with the conclusion of trade treaties of a more
permanent nature, covering a wide range of eco-
nomic and civil relations between the Soviet Re-
publics and the capitalist world. The complex
mechanism of foreign trade gave rise to the neces-
sity of the legal regulation not only of foreign
trade in its most narrow sense, but of a multi-
tude of other questions incident to the economic
intercourse of the Soviet Union with the out-
side world. The first Soviet trade treaty was
concluded with Italy on February 7, 1924, Sub-
sequently a series of trade treaties was con-
cluded with other countries, the provisions of
which covered all those questions which ordi-
narily figure in international commercial rela-
tions, such as the rights of citizens and juridical
entities, import, export, re-export, transit, navi-

*This article is translated from the November 20, 1929
issue of “Soviet Trade,” published in Moscow.
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gation, taxation, protection of industrial prop-
erty, and so on. It should also be noted that due
to the fact that the Soviet trade treaties repre-
sent the legal formulation of economic relation-
ships .between two entirely different systems of
economic organization—on the one hand the cap-
italist states, and on the other a socialist state—
the Soviet treaties are characterized by certain
features which obviously are not encountered in
treaties between bourgeois states. Foremost of
these are the provisions establishing the recog-
nition of the monopoly of foreign trade, defining
the status and activities of the trade missions
and providing that Soviet economic organs
abroad have the same status and rights as other
juridical entities irrespective of the juridical dif-
ferences. These points have become firmly estab-
lished in the practice of Soviet trade relations
during the period indicated and are indispensable
features of every trade treaty of the U. S. S. R.
The extensive application in them of the most
favored nation clause should also be noted.

On this basis the Soviet Union has during the
past five years concluded treaties with Germany,
Italy, Norway, Latvia, Esthonia, Sweden, Greece,
Persia, and Turkey. In addition, during the
same period a number of special treaties of a
combined trade and diplomatic nature, as fol-
lows: a treaty with Lithuania on the mutual
adoption of the most favored nation clause in the
sphere of customs relations, a treaty with Sweden
regarding the status of the trade mission, a
treaty with Iceland containing most favored
nation clauses in many spheres of economic rela-
tionships, and so on.

The Soviet-German economic agreement or, as
it is called, the “Protocol of Soviet-German Nego-
tiations,” which was signed December 21, 1928,
summarized the negotiations between the U. S.
S. R. and Germany which were commenced in
Berlin in February-March, 1928, and were fin-
ished in Moscow. in November and December of
the same year. The document of 1928 is very
closely connected with the Soviet-German treaty
of February 12, 1925, and its purpose, as set
forth in the introduction, is to “define and de-
velop the provisions of the original treaty” with
the aim of thus increasing the economic relation-
ships between the two countries. We shall re-
view here only the most important clauses of
the protocol. Foremost among them is the affir-
mation of the fulfillment by both sides of the ob-
ligations undertaken in accordance with Article
I of the Economic Agreement included in the
1925 treaty, viz: “The contracting parties will
endeavor in every way to assist in the develop-
ment of mutual trade relations, to carry on as
stable as possible an exchange of goods and, in
the measure that economic rehabilitation is
achieved, to restore the place of each country in
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the export and import program of the other, to
the pre-war level, and agree that each will be di-
rected by considerations of an economic nature.”
In view of the statements by part of the German
Press alleging that trade between the two coun-
tries has not developed on the basis of this prin-
ciple, the following decision of the conference
categorically denying these allegations, is of
great importance:

“Both sides are agreed that the cooperation in
the development of mutual trade relations pro-
vided for in Article I of the Economic Agree-
ment has found its expression, especially in tak-
ing stock of the results of the past year, in the
increased exchange of goods between the two
countries, which is evidence that both contract-
ing parties have successfully endeavored to carry
out the principle of Article I of the Economic
Agreement.” Closely connected with this, is the
final conclusion of the conference on the question
of the alleged difficulties of Soviet-German trade
arising from the methods of work of the Soviet
trade mission in Berlin:

“After a detailed consideration of mutual
trade relations, both sides have come to the con-
clusion that these relations have in general de-
veloped normally and that such complaints and
misunderstandings as have taken place are not
typical of the general development of economic
relations between the two countries.”

Both of the above-mentioned decisions of the
conference of 1928 have a much broader signifi-
cance that extends far beyond the limits of the
question of the mutual relationships of the U. S.
S. R. and Germany, since they make it clear that
the monopoly of foreign trade and its organiza-
tional forms by no means hinder the development
of the foreign trade of the Soviet Union, but on
the contrary, contribute to its stability, because
it follows a definite plan. The second most im-
portant point of the protocol is the acceptance
by both sides of the obligation to impress upon
their respective economic organs that “irrespec-
tive of the different economic systems of the two
countries, conditions of a discriminatory charac-
ter should not be created, by means of special
conventions or other measures in their mutual
economic relations.” It is quite evident that this
formula, ostensibly of a bi-lateral nature,
actually referred to the so-called “Russian Com-
mittee” in Germany, which proposed to apply
special methods to Soviet-German trade. Other
provisions of the protocol concern the transit of
German goods across the U. S. S. R., customs
and veterinary questions, the protection of indus-
trial property, the import of samples and adver-
tisements, navigation, courts of arbitration, and
SO on.

The Soviet-Greek treaty signed June 11, 1929,
regarding trade and navigation, contains pro-
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visions regarding customs, transit, internal taxes
and duties, the rights of the trade mission of
the U. S. S. R. in Greece, navigation, and the par-
ticipation of Greek merchants in Soviet fairs.
In customs relations the parties mutually extend
most favored nation privileges to each other, ex-
cluding, however, those privileges which the
Soviet Union has granted the Baltic States and
also to the Eastern countries bordering on the
U. S. S. R. In regard to transit most favored
nation privileges have been exchanged, and con-
sequently all the transit privileges are extended
to Greek goods, which are provided for by inter-
nal legislation and by the international treaties
of the Soviet Union with those countries which
have concluded trade treaties and with which it
has normal diplomatic relations. Therefore, in
particular, Greece has obtained the right to ship
goods through the U. S. S. R. to certain of the
Eastern countries. The general and extra-terri-
torial rights of the trade mission and the special
privileges of the trade representative and his
assistant are provided for as in the usual treaty
relations of the Soviet Union. A natural sequel
to these provisions, and a recognition of the
Soviet monopoly of foreign trade, is the protocol
especially affixed to the treaty which guarantees
the non-application in trade with the Soviet
Union, of the Greek law of July 23, 1928, “on
the regulation of the export and import law of
Greece with certain countries.” This law pro-
vides for a number of difficulties arising in the
trade of Greece with countries which have estab-
lished restrictions on foreign trade, or a foreign
trade monopoly. The treaty of June 11 has
brought to an end the unique situation which
existed between Greece and the U. S. S. R, as
a result of the failure of the Greek Government
and Parliament, which came into power after the
August coup of 1926, to recognize the treaty
signed in June 1926, between both countries.

The restoration of treaty relations between the
U. S. S. R. and Greece had an immediate favor-
able effect on the economic relations between the
two countries.

The past economic year is also marked by the
beginning of the resumption of relations with
Great Britain. In May, 1927, the Conservative
Government annulled the Soviet-English trade
agreement of 1921, after a raid by the London
police on the trade mission. Although in addi-
tion diplomatic relations were severed between
the U. S. S. R. and Great Britain, nevertheless,
inasmuch as the act of recognition by England
of the Soviet Government could not by its very
nature be withdrawn, as follows from the general
theory of international law, and has been recog-
nized in British diplomacy, certain commercial
and diplomatic consequences of “de-jure” recog-
nition remained in force after the rupture of re-
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lations between the two governments. But natur-
ally the absence of diplomatic and treaty relations
inevitably had a most serious effect on the export
of England to the U. S. S. R.

Turning to Soviet relations during the past
year with the Baltic States, mention must be
made of the Soviet-Esthonian treaty on trade and
navigation of May 17, 1929. This treaty is
divided into two parts. The first of them is
devoted to questions of domicile. It establishes
the most favored nation principle as regards phy-
sical and juridical entities, with the reservation
that privileges of any kind granted by one side
to the juridical entities of a third country, shall
be extended to the state economic organizations
of the other side. The second section treats of
questions of trade and navigation. Affirming the
desire of both countries for an extension of trade
relations, each extends most favored nation
privileges to the other in everything touching
upon import, export, re-export and the transit
of goods. The most favored nation principle is
also applied in the sphere of navigation. In all
cases the privileges granted by the Soviet Union
to Finland, Latvia and Lithuania and also the
continental countries of Asia bordering on the
U. S. 8. R., are omitted from the most favored
nation clauses. The rights of the trade mission
are set forth in a number of articles defining its
status, along the usual lines laid down in Soviet
treaties. Further, Esthonia has granted to the
Soviet Union certain special port privileges. In
its turn the Soviet Union has granted to Esthonia
the right of transit which is enjoyed, in accord-
ance with Soviet law, by all countries with which
it has trade treaty relations. The special right
of shipping Esthonian goods to Far Eastern mar-
kets has also been granted.

Simultaneously with the conclusion of the
Soviet-Esthonian trade treaty, the process has
been completed of including in the Soviet treaties
with the Baltic States reservations regarding the
exclusion from the most favored nation priv-
ileges extended to one or another of these states,
of those privileges which are extended to all the
others. As is well known, in its treaties with all
other countries, the Soviet Union reserves the
right to withhold the privileges extended to the
Baltic States. At the same time, due to the
above-mentioned features of the Soviet treaties
with the Baltic States, the Soviet Union has the
right to withhold from the other border states
any privileges granted to one of them. This
policy has been made necessary by the differences
in the economic structure of each of the Baltic
States.

A Soviet-Persian customs convention was con-
cluded on March 10, 1929. This convention re-
placed the customs convention of 1927, which
was accompanied by a declaration by the Soviet
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Government of its readiness to renounce the
agreement before its expiration in the event that
Persia should be able to achieve customs auto-
nomy in connection with the proclamation in
May of the same year of the end of the capitula-
tions regime in Persia. As soon as Persia suc-
ceeded, in May, 1928, in terminating conclusively

LN
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its former system of capitulation treaties and in
establishing complete tariff autonomy, the Soviet-
Persian customs agreement of 1927 was also re-
jected, in accordance with the declaration of the
Soviet Government. The convention of 1929
signed in its stead contains mutual favored nation
clauses in regard to customs tariff.

.Krjganovsky’s Report on Economic Plan

T the Fifth Congress of the Central Executive
A Committee held recently in Moscow, Mr. G.
M. Krjijanovsky, chairman of Gosplan (State
Planning Commission), reported on the control
figures* for the development of industry in the
Soviet Union for 1929-30. An abstract of his
speech follows:

“The results of 1928-29, the first year of the
five-year period, and the control figures for
1929-30 are entirely convincing evidence that we
are not only following the course charted in the
five-year plan, but that in certain decisive items
of the plan we are ahead of schedule.

“I will cite a few figures in proof of this. Ac-
cording to the control figures the capital invest-
ment in planned industry for 1929-30 will amount
to 3,423,000,000 rublest, whereas according to the
five-year plan it was proposed that capital invest-
ment in planned industry should attain this sum
only in the fifth year. The same thing is true of
capital investment in the ‘socialized sector.’

“Another example. Take the index ‘seeded area
of the collectives’, which according to the control
figures will reach 11,400,000 hectares this year,
whereas in the five-year plan it was not proposed
to attain this area until the last year of the five-
year period.

“As a third example I will take the State budget
which the control figures for 1929-30 set at 11,-
260,000,000 rubles (exclusive of railroads, which
would add 130,000,000 rubles). It was originally
expected to attain a budget of this size only in the
fourth year of the five-year period.

“Now as to results already attained in the first
two years of the five-year plan. During the whole
five years it was proposed to invest 13,500,000,000
rubles in planned industry, of which 1,659,000,000
was to have been invested the first year, 2,331,-
000,000 the second year, and so on. The actual
investment for the first year, according to the
latest figures, amounted to 1,734,000,000 rubles,
and the control figures for 1929-30 give 3,423,-
000,000 as the capital investment in 1929-30.
That is to say, that the investment for the first

*Control figures are drawn up for the entire economic
program for each year. They are worked out on a basis
of strict accounting of results and resources, and they
represent the revised figures for the plan for each year.

tA ruble equals 50.6 cents.

two years exceeds the five-year plan figure by
1,165,000,000 or in other words, not only has the
program for the first two years been carried out,
but 40.5 per cent of the program for the third
year as well,

“The area seeded to grain in the collectives, ac-
cording to the actual results of the first year and
the control figures for the second, will have grown
by 10,300,000 hectares in the first two years—an
area which we had not expected to attain until
the beginning of the fifth year of the plan.

“And so with all the other indices.

“You see that both as regards the actual ac-
complishments of 1928-29 and the task set for
1929-30, which we are absolutely convinced will
be fulfilled, we are actually exceeding the figures
of the five-year plan, and in some respects we are
already sharply cutting into the program for the
fourth and even the fifth year.

National Income

“T will next take up the characteristics of the
separate and most important parts of the economic
plan for 1929-30. The index which indicates most
clearly that we are on the right path, that we are
not overestimating our means, is the growth of
our national income, which shows that we are
actually building up our economic structure with
our own hands. I shall not dwell on the details,
but only on the most important and decisive
factors. The year 1929-30 gives us, in fixed
prices, an increase of 20 per cent in the national
income. This is an entirely unheard-of increase.
The growth of our pre-war income from year to
year was less than three per cent. The annual
growth of the income of the United States is
about three per cent.

“Agriculture even as recently as 1925-26 played
a leading role, providing about 41 per cent of the
general income. In 1929-30 the role of agricul-
ture, due to the great development of industry, is
lowered to 27 per cent. On the other hand,
*census industry, which occupied about 23 per
cent in the general income of the country in
1925-26, now in 1929-30 has increased to almost
33 per cent; that is to say, it will provide almost

*Census industry includes all industries employing 16 or
more workers and using mechanical power, or employing
30 or more workers without mechanical power.
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one-third of the general income of the country.
The leading role in the national income has thus
passed from agriculture to industry. Conse-
quently our progress is based on the powerful de-
velopment of large industry.

“When we considered the five-year plan and
said that in order to fulfill our program it would
be necessary to mobilize during the five years
over 80 billion rubles from the national income,
this figure was literally seized upon by all critics.
They insisted that it was utterly impossible that
80 billion rubles could be collected in tive years in
this country. The facts have shown how these
critics erred. In actual fact over 18 billion rubles
has been mobilized in 1929-30 for financing the
economic program and other needs. This pointed
the way for the achievement of the total figure.
That is just the amount we need in order to
achieve 80 billion rubles for five years. Of the
18 billion rubles, 12 billion will go for the needs
of economic construction, almost 4 billion for
social and cultural needs, and only 1,700,000,000
will go for administrative expenditures. These
figures tell us at once that this basic need of the
five-year plan is no fantasy, but that we shall
actually collect this tremendous sum of 80 billion
rubles.

. Labor

“During 1929-30 the labor army employed in
the Soviet Union will reach thirteen million—nine
million industrial workers, and four million cleri-
cal and intellectual workers, which means an ad-
dition of a million workers in one year. Accord-
ing to the control figures about 500,000 workers
were reduced to a seven-hour day during the past
year, and an equal number will be added during
the present year. The continuous working week
will be introduced in two-thirds of our industry
in the course of the year.

“With regard to wages we may count on a cer-
tain improvement during the present year—nine
per cent increase in the nominal wages, and three
per cent additional due to reduction of the
workers’ budget; that is to say, an actual increase
in wages of 12 per cent. However, that is not the
whole story. When I consider wherein lies the
guarantee of our conviction that we have in our
workers entirely exceptional power, it seems to
me that this must be approached not only from
the point of view of these material facts, but we
must remember the school that our workers have
passed through. Foreign observers are struck by
the special intelligence of our workers. In evi-
dence of this I shall cite a very interesting com-
munication from the firm of Kahn, which is build-
ing the Stalingrad works—the same American
firm which constructed the Ford plant. The mem-
bers of this firm are not in the least inclined to
exaggerate our worth, they have a very critical
attitude toward us. The letter says:

“‘The speed and economy of the organization
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of the steel production can, to a large extent, be
explained by the cooperation we receive from the
Soviet workers. We have nothing but praise for
them. They are more intelligent than our own
workers. If they are given proper direction, if
their work is not interfered with, if they are given
the necessary stimulus in the sense that their
foremen and managers work with the same in-
tensity as themselves, we should be able to achieve
better results with them than with our own
workers.’

Electrification

“] must first of all draw your attention to the
growth of our work in the field of electrification.
It may be said frankly that the year 1929-30 is
an entirely exceptional year in respect of the
progress we must make in this most important
branch of our constructive work. We have
planned a program which would at once increase
the power of our electric stations by 500,000
kilowatts. We have never before made such a
leap forward. We have entered upon the year
1929-30 with construction under way through
which one and a half million kilowatts of electric
energy can be provided. By the end of the year
our construction in this field will provide three
million kilowatts. This figure is far in advance
of the one set forth in the electrification program
of the Chief Electrical Trust, in fact, practically
doubles it. There is still another important
factor in this connection. In general, it must be
remembered that 1929-30 is an exceptional year
as regards the amount of capital investment and
capital construction. One of our main concerns is
to concentrate the entire attention of the Soviet
public on the construction of the gigantic indus-
trial enterprises—huge metal plants, great fac-
tories and shops which we are now building up
in different parts of the country, and around our
regional electric power stations. One of our main
campaigns for this year is for especial vigilance
on this front, because it is no exaggeration to say
that the fate of this construction program will
decide the fate of the Soviet Union.

“In the field of building regional electric power
stations we note great progress this year. We
have already passed from the stage of three and
four-year building periods to the construction of
enormous stations In two years, and in the case
of the Stalingrad Station, which is in the fore-
front of our whole electrification program, the
construction period will be only seventeen months.
At this rate we are already approaching the
achievements of the foremost countries in the
world.

Fuel and Ferrous Metals

“I should like to dwell briefly on certain con-
clusions to be drawn from our industrial con-
struction. I will first of all emphasize that the
tremendous development of our industry is con-
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nected in the closest way with the fact that it is
standing on its own feet, that in spite of the
colossal sums which we are spending on industrial
construction, the share of our own funds in in-
dustry is increasing at a rapid rate. This is the
best possible evidence of the fact that in the final
reckoning we shall make both ends meet, and that
industry itself is creating its own resourcss.

“If we compare the share in industrial expendi-
tures of funds accumulated within the industries
in 1927-28 with 1929-30, we find that in 1927-28
such funds constituted only 39 per cent of all
capital investment in industry; in 1928-29 they
constituted 45 per cent; and in 1929-30, according
to preliminary estimates, over 50 per cent of all
industrial investment will come out of industry’s
own resources.

“I must warn you that in the present year and
in the next few years it will be necessary to con-
centrate attention and to exercise particular vigi-
lance in the sphere of fuel, and that in building
up fuel reserves special importance must be given
to coal.. The basis of power throughout the whole
world and with us as well has grown up on a
foundation of ferrous metal and coal. However
quickly we may be able to furnish peat and local
forms of fuel to reinforce coal, nevertheless the
question of coal will be a decisive one with us in
the near future. We have a tremendous program
for coal. In 1929-30 we expect to increase our
coal output to 52,000,000 tons.

“Similar attention must be given to the problem
of oil. The program for 1929-30 calls for an out-
put of 16,200,000 tons of oil, amounting to 753,-
000,000 rubles—an increase of 17 per cent over
last year's program,

“However, when we consider how to tie up
aquestions of export and demand arising from the
tremendous growth of tractors in our agriculture,
then we can see clearly that even this rate must
be increased. We must force our oil program to
keep pace with our tractor program so that trac-
tors and other motor machinery will not be left
without the necessary fuel.

“Without any exaggeration it may be said that
the construction of such giant metallurgical
plants as the Magnitogorsk works, the Kuznet-
sky, and finally the Zaporozhsky plant in connec-
tion with our Dnieprostroy, will literally decide
all the problems connected with electrification,
with machine construction, and hence our whole
economic program.

Growth of the “Socialized Sector” in Agriculture

“I shall now pass on to a brief survey of the
results of the vast revolutionary process taking
place in our agriculture.

“From the control figures you will see that in
1930 the seeded area of the socialized sector—
State farms, collectives and machine and tractor
stations—is about 20 million hectares, that in
the total production of this sector we shall achieve
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in 1929-30 what we expected to achieve only in
the fifth year of the five-year plan.

“But here we must say frankly that in this
field we simply can not keep up with the facts.
These figures are already out of date. You know
that recently these figures were considered in
the Department of Agriculture of the R. S. F.
S. R. (Soviet Russia proper), where their esti-
mates far exceeded these figures. In the R. S. F.
S. R. alone the number of peasant households
which it was planned to have included in the
socialized sector during the present year was not
three million, as had been projected for the entire
country, but five million. One hundred and
seventy-eight entire districts will be organized on
a collective basis. In the R. S. F. S. R. alone
there will be organized more than 1,000 large-
scale collectives, the collective movement will be
increased more than two and a half times over
last year, the State farms in the R. S. F. S. R.
will increase their seeded area from 8 to 16 mil-
lion hectares, and so on.

“To be sure, the present year will be an extra-
ordinarily difficult year, because notwithstanding
the growth of our tractor base, we are only able
to introduce complete mechanization on the State
farms. We have not been able to keep up
with the swift growth of the collectives in our
mechanization program, and still use horses to
a large extent. With the completion of our new
tractor plants we shall be able to cultivate over
100,000,000 hectares by mechanical means, and
decrease the number of horses used by eleven
million head. This means an entirely new form
of agriculture. The problem of live-stock can also
be solved only by the development of State farms
and collectives. I can not neglect another factor
which, it seems to me, must be constantly em-
phasized in order to sum up the results of our
work from another angle. We see that the growth
of the socialized sector in agriculture has broken
all records. But the strength of our socialized
sector is not exhausted in that. We see that in
1929-30 the number of people employed in the
whole socialized sector—in industry, in transport,
in State and cooperative trade, and in agricul-
ture—is not so great. In 1929-30 only 25 per cent
of the population of the country will be employed
in this field. But consider how the economic im-
portance of this 25 per cent has increased this
year. More than half of the entire production
of the whole country will be in their hands, and
85 per cent of all hired labor. The share of the
socialized sector in all capital investments is 75
per cent; in the trade turnover, over 96 per cent;
that is to say. private trade has been almost en-
tirely crowded out. About two-thirds of the en-
tire national income is in the hands of this 25
per cent. These figures are evidence of the fact
that we are actually building a structure wherein
the strength of the socialist elements even now,
irrespective of their comparatively weak numeri-
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cal weight, occupy a very important and sig-
nificant economic position.

Special Campaigns

“If I were to be asked what campaigns will be
of decisive importance during the coming year, I
should say that in addition to the special items I
have already emphasized in my report, one of
our main tasks will be to actually guarantee the
12 per cent growth in real wages. This is a great
and difficult task, but we can accomplish it. This

will also go a long way in guaranteeing success

in our struggle to lower industrial costs.
“In the present year we shall enter upon the
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spring seeding campaign under exceptionally
favorable circumstances. The grain buying cam-
paign has been successfully completed. We have
not yet made great progress in increasing the
amount of our harvest. We must therefore in-
crease our seeded area. We have a tremendous
task before us in the organization of collectives.
In this task we must not neglect the spring sow-
ing campaign.

“And there is still another campaign which is
of the greatest importance in 1929-30. This is the
campaign for skilled workers and technicians.
The preliminary condition for the success of this
campaign is the extension of our resources in “*he
campaign for literacy.”

Miscellaneous News

New Railroad Construction

During the past fiscal year over 158,000,000
rubles were spent in railroad construction in the
U. S. S. R., more than double the amount spent
the year before. About 6,000 kilometers of new
railway lines were constructed in the course of
the year. In addition to completing construction
started the year before, eleven new lines were
commenced. Of the latter the most important are
the Borovoy - Akmolinsk, Magnitnaya - Kartali,
Troitsk-Orsk, and the Saratov-Akmolinsk, with a
bridge across the Volga. Some of these have
already been completed. Construction of the
Turkestan-Siberian road has proceeded very rap-
idly, and its southern section now extends be-
yond Alma-Ata, capital of Kazakstan. In addi-
tion to the construction work, a great deal of
technical and economic research work is being
carried on.

During the present year the rate of railroad
construction will be still further increased. 1t is
planned to spend about 300,000,000 rubles, more
than a third of which will be spent on roads
needed for agriculture. About 70,000,000 rubles
will be expended on roads especially for industry,
13,000,000 rubles on lumber carrying lines, and
89,000,000 rubles on passenger lines. The main
construction work will be carried on in Kazak-
stan, the Urals, Central Asia, the Central Indus-
trial Region, Western Siberia, the Far East, the
lower Volga, and the Ukraine.

Technical Publications

“Gostechizdat,” the Government Technical
Publishing Company, has been commissioned
with the publication of books for the engineers
reorganizing Soviet industry, students in the
technical schools and universities. and also for the
masses of the workers. During the past ten
yvears Gostechizdat has published almost 40 per
cent of all the technical literature published in

the U. S. S. R. During the past year the num-
ber of technical books published was two and a
half times as great as during the preceding year,
and in connection with the needs of the five-year
plan, there will be a still greater increase during
the next few years.

Gostechizdat is giving special attention at the
present time to the preparation of books for semi-
skilled workers, and plans to publish 360 books
of this type during the coming year. Gostechiz-
dat has also undertaken the task of publishing
for the correspondence schools.

Thirty different technical journals are now
being published by Gostechizdat. These mag-
azines deal with the latest developments in the
technical field in other countries as well as in
the Soviet Union. During the five-year period it
is planned to increase the number of technical
journals to seventy.

Apartment House for Foreign Specialists

The Supreme Economic Council is building an
apartment house in Moscow to house the foreign
specialists who come to work in Moscow. There
will be eighty apartments of two, three, and four
rooms equipped with kitchen, bath and all mod-
ern conveniences, and there will be a central
laundry and drying room. On September fif-
teenth the ‘‘continuous production” system of
work was inaugurated in the building operations,
and as a result, one section of the building will be
completed and ready for occupancy by January
1st, and the other by the middle of March.

First Samoyed Paper

The first newspaper in the Samoyed language
came out in November. The paper is called
“Naryan Vinder” (The Red Tundra), and is be-
ing published in the village of Telvisochno, the
center of the newly organized Samoved district
with its own administration.
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Fossils of Sub-Tropical Animals in Siberia

An expedition of the Academy of Science has
discovered in the sands of Kazakstan near Irtysh,
an immense deposit of skeletons of animals which
existed in Siberia during the sub-tropical era in
Northern Asia.

Exhibition of New Written Languages

The exhibition of the new written languages
that have been introduced since the revolution is
now being held in the Communist Academy.

A feature of the exhibition is a huge map—
“The Languages of the U. S. S. R.,” which shows
‘how the Russian speaking peoples have settled in
the zones most favorable to agriculture, while
other nationalities have been crowded to the
North and South, to the tundras and waste lands.
The map shows how before the revolution the
Russian written language was forced on all the
minor nationalities except the Mohammedans,
among whom the Turkish written language was
spread.

After the October revolution 160 of the peoples
of the U. S. S. R. were given their own written
language. All the Mussulman peoples have now
adopnted a Latin alphabet. as have also the
Abkhasians, Ossetians, Komi. Chuvash and
others. In addition many minor peovles who had
no written language at all before the revolution,
received either a Russian or a Latin alphabet
as a result of the October revolution.

. At the present time the auestion is being con-
sidered of the reform. or even the Latinization
of the Russian alphabet.

There is a foreign section of the exhibition
showing how the Latinization of the Turkish
alphabet in the U. S. S. R. has been reflected in
other countries such as Persia and Turkev. The
“Centroizdat” (Central Publishing House),
which now publishes literature in every language
in the Soviet Union, is well represented. There
are books which are published bv the Centroiz-
dat in 52 languages at a time. The Moscow Es-
veranto library, perhaps the largest of its kind
in the world, is also represented.

Language Study

The growing contacts of the Soviet Union with
other countries has meant a great increase in
the study of foreien languages among the gen-
eral population. The first step in the widespread
teaching of foreign languages has been through
the radio. Through questionnaires it has been
ascertained that 30 per cent of the workers in
Moscow take advantage of radio language les-
sons. Every month new courses and clubs for the
study of language are opened. Every trade
union, workers’ club, or government enterprise
has at the present time an organized group study-
ing one or more languages. VOKS (Society for
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Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries), has
organized a special section for spreading the
knowledge of languages and has organized
courses for language teachers and prepared text-
books. In Moscow alone VOKS has been instru-
mental in the organization of 150 language study
groups. Periodical competitions between the dif-
ferent groups are being held, and trips abroad
will be given to the most successful students to
perfect their knowledge of other languages. Eng-
lish and German are the two most popular
languages.

All-Union Congress of “Shock Brigades”

On December 5th an All-Union Congress of
“shock brigades” met in Moscow.

The “shock brigades” are voluntary groups of
workers who make it their object to improve the
quality and reduce the cost of production by giv-
ing the example to other workers of a high de-
gree of labor discipline. The ‘“shock brigades”
take the lead in all the competitions that are tak-
ing place between various factories. Each brig-
ade has an elected leader. The Congress will
be attended by about 700 delegates. The main
object of the Congress is to sum up the results
of the socialist contests taking place throughout
the country.

The movement for “shock brigades” has gained
wide popularity during the past year as the
highest form of socialist competition. Thus, the
Putilov Works has 5,000 workers organized in
such brigades. the Red Sormovo Plant 4,000, the
Zlatoust Machinery Factory 2,400, and so on.
Recently the workers of some big enterprises
have passed resolutions to place the entire fac-
tory or mine in the position of a “shock brigade.”
Among these factories are the Petrovsky work-
ers, which employs 23.000 men, the Tver Car
Building Factory, the Briansk Machine Works,
and others.

Seven-Hour Day for Railroad Workers

The People’s Commissariat of Railroads has is-
sued instructions providing for the establishment
of a seven-hour working day for the workers on
the four chief railroads of the Soviet Union. The
introduction of the seven-hour day on the other
railroads will begin the following year, and
on the completion of the five-year plan will be ex-
tended to all the railroad workers in the Soviet
Union.

Administrative Appointments

Mr. Yacov A. Yacovlev has been appointed Peo-
ple’s Commissar of the newly organized Commis-
sariat of Agricultrue of the U. S. S. R.. which
was formed at the recent Congress of the Central
Executive Committee. with the aim of uniting the
work of the Agricultural Commissariats of the
separate republics. '
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Bdoks and Pamphlets About the U. 8. S. R. in the English Language

Ten Days that Shook the World, by John Reed. Inter-
national Publishers, New York.
Russia in 1919, by Arthur Ransome.

New York, 1919.

The Bullitt Mission to Russia. Testimony before the
Committee on Foreign Relations, United States
Senate, of William C. Bullitt. B. W. Huebsch, New
York, 1919,

Lenin, the Man and His Work, by Albert Rhys Williams,
and Impressions by Raymond Robins and Arthur
Ransome. Scott and Seltzer, New York, 1919.

Russian-American Relations, March, 1917-March, 1920,
Documents and Papers, Compiled and Edited by C.
K. Cumming and Walter W. Pettit. Harcourt,
Brace and Howe, New York, 1920.

Fighting Without a War, An Account of Military Inter-
vention in North Russia, by Ralph Albertson, Har-
court, Brace and Howe, New York, 1920.

The Russian Workers’ Republic, by H. N. Brailsford. :

Harper and Brothers, New York, 1921.

Through the Russian Revolution, by Albert Rhys Wil- d

liams. Boni and Liveright, New York, 1921,

The Russian Soviet Republic, by Edward A. Ross. The
Century Co., New York, 1923.

The First Time in History, by Anna Louise Strong.
Boni and Liveright, New York, 1924.

New Constitution of the Soviet Union. Soviet Union
Information Bureau, Washington, 1924.

The Cooperative Movement in Russia, by Elsie T. Blanc.
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1924.

Leon Trotsky: Problems of Life. George Doran Co,
New York, 1925; Literature and Revolution, Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1925; Lenin. Min-
ton Balch & Co., New York, 1925; Whither Russia?
International Publishers, New York, 1926.

The New Theatre and Cinema in Russia, by Huntly
Carter. International Publishers, New York, 1925.

Education in Soviet Russia, by Scott Nearing. Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1926.

Broken Earth, by Maurice Hindus. International Pub-
lishers, New York, 1926.

0il Imperialism—The International Struggle for Pe-
troleum, by Louis Fischer, International Publishers,
New York, 1926.

State Capitalism in Russia; The Soviet Economic Sys-
tem in Operation, 1917-1926, by Savel Zimand. Pub-

lished by the Research Department of the Foreign

Policy Association, New York, 1926.

Anti-Soviet Forgeries, A Record of Some of the Forged
Documents Used at Several Times Against the
Soviet Government.
London, England, 1927.

Modern Russian Composers, by Leonid Sabaneyef. Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1927.

On the Steppes, A Russian Diary, by James N. Rosen-
berg. Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1927.

The Russian Land, by Albert Rhys Williams. New Re-

public, Inc., New York, 1927.

Russia After Ten Years, Report of the American Trade
Union Delegation to the Soviet Union. International
Publishers, New York, 1927.

Soviet Russia in the Second Decade; Edited by Stuart
Chase, Robert Dunn and R. G. Tugwell of the Tech-
nical Staff of the First American Trade Union
Delegation to the Soviet Union. John Day Com-
pany, New York, 1928.

Russian Poetry-—An Anthology, chosen and translated
by Babhette Deutsch and Avrahm Yarmolinsky. Inter-
national Publishers, New York. 1927.

Memoirs of a Revolutionist, by Vera Figner.
tional Publishers, New York, 1927,

Present Day Russia, hy Ivy Lee. Macmillan Company,
New York, 1928.

Interna-

B. W. Huebsch.A

Workers’ Publications, Ltd., -

Anna Louise Strong: How the Communists Rule Russia;
Marriage and Morals in Soviet Russia; How Busi-
ness is Carried on in Soviet Russia; Workers’ Life in
Soviet Russia; Peasant Life in Soviet Russia. Little
Blue Books. Haldeman Julius, Girard, Kansas, 1927.

Vanguard Studies of Soviet Russia. The Vanguard
Press, New York, 1927-28: How the Soviets Work,
by H. N. Brailsford.—The Economic Organization
of the Soviet Union, by Scott Nearing and Jack
Hardy.—Village Life Under the Soviets, by Karl
Borders.—Religion under the Soviets, by Julius F.
Hecker.—Soviet Russia and Her Neighbors, by R.
Page Arnot.—Soviet Trade Unions, by Robert W.
Dunn.—Women in Soviet Russia, by Jesrica Smith.—
New Schools in New Russia, by Lucy L. W. Wil-
son.—Health Work in Soviet Russia, by Anna J.
Haines.—Liberty under the Soviets, by Roger N.
Baldwin.—The Jews and Other Minor Nationalities
under the Soviets, by Avrahm Yarmolinsky.

Economic Statistics of the Soviet Union. Amtorg Trad-
ing Corporation, New York, 1928. .

Labor Protection in Soviet Russia, by George M. Price.
International Publishers, New York, 1928.

Illustrated History of the Russian Revolution, 1917-1927.
Ten Years’ Progress Reported by Authoritative
Russian Leaders, 2 Vols. International Publishers,
New York, 1928.

Russian Economic Development Since the Revolution, by
Maurice Dobb. E. P. Dutton & Company, New York,
1928.

American Policy Toward Russia Since 1917, by Dr. Fred
L. Schuman. International Publishers, New York,
1928.

Guide Book to the Soviet Union.
lishers, New York, 1928.

Dreiser Looks at Russia, by Theodore Dreiser. Horace
Liveright, New York, 1928.

Lenin, by Valeriu Marcu. Macmillan Company, New
York, 1928.

Soviet Union Year Book, by A. A. Santalov and Louis
Segal. George Allen & Unwin, Ltd., London, Eng-
land, 1929. (May be obtained from Amtorg Publish-
ing Division, 136 Liberty Street, New York City.
$2.50).

Impressions of Soviet Russia and the Revolutionary
World, by John Dewey. New Republic, Inc., New
York, 1929.

The Soviet Union; Reference Book on the U. S. S. R.
Soviet Union Information Bureau, Washington, 1929.

Civie Training in Soviet Russia, by Samuel N. Harper.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1929,

The Curious Lottery, by Walter Duranty. Coward Mec-
Cann, New York, 1929.

Vagabonding at Fifty, by Helen Calista Wilson and Elsie
Reed Mitchell. Coward McCann, New York, 1929.
Soviet Union & Peace, A collection of official documents
regarding peace and disarmament, 1917-1929. Iuter-

national Publishers, New York, 1929.

Revolution of 1917, by V. I. Lenin, Volume XX of Col-
lected Works—2 vols. International Publishers, New
York, 1929.

A Girl in Soviet Russia, by Andrge Viollis. Thomas Y.
Crowell Co., New York, 1929,

The Soviet Union Looks Ahead. The Five Year Plan
for Economic Construction. Horace Liveright, New
York, 1929.

The Red Star in Samarkand, by Anna Louise Strong.
Coward McCann, New York, 1929,

Humanity Uprooted, by Maurice Hindus,

International Pub-

Johnathan

Cape and Harricon Smith. New York, 1924
Russia from a Car Window, by Oswald Garrison Villard.
The Nation. New York, 1624
The New Education in the Soviet Republic, by Albert P

Pinkeviteh, John Day Company.  New York, 1429,
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Expansion of Education in the Soviet Union

HERE was no compulsory education existing

in old Russia. This problem has only come

to the fore in recent years, following the revolu-

tion. At the end of the five-year plan all children

of school age will be enrolled in the schools. This

year the budget of the elementary schools (4-

year schools) has grown about 50 per cent, as

compared with last year, and the number of

school buildings constructed will be almost double
the number built last year.

A comparison of social education (the name
given to cover primary and intermediate educa-
tion in the U. S. S. R.) in 1927-28 and 1928-29,
gives the following picture:

No. of No. of
Schools Pupils Schools
1927-28 1928-29
Primary Schools. 109,792 8,423,177 114,735 8,813,857
Seven - year

No. of No. of

Pupils

schools ...... 5,484 1,958,122 5,707 2,071,420
Nine - year

schools ...... 891 565,793 946 635,120
High Schools ... 955 314,487 897 328,701
Schools of

Peasant Youth. 1,015 817,941 1,323 127,149

This table shows that in one year the school
system has grown by 5,471 units, or 4.6 per cent,
and the number of children in school has increased
by 626,727, or 5.5 per cent. A decrease is shown
only in the number of high schools, but even here
the number of pupils has increased considerably.
The decrease in the number of schools is explained
by the fact that in ‘many cases they have been
replaced by the nine-year schools.

A comparison of the growth of the schools in
the cities and in the villages of the Soviet Union
shows a strengthening of education in the villages.

While the city school system has increased by
only .7 per cent, the village schools have grown
more than five per cent as against last year.
Especially noteworthy has been the growth of
schools in the Central Asian Republics. They
have increased by 11.8 per cent in Turkmenistan,
and by 20.9 per cent in Uzbekistan,

Many measures are being undertaken in the
schools to accommodate greater numbers of chil-
dren. Over thirteen and a half million children
of school age will be newly enrolled into the
schools during the present year. The inter-
mediate and high schools are also to be expanded
this year, but not at the rate of the elementary
schools, many of which are to be reorganized
into elementary trade schools. This has become
an actual necessity as the country rapidly de-
velops along both industrial and agricultural lines.

Pre-School Education

The past two years have been characterized by
a tremendous growth of public interest in the de-
velopment of pre-school education in the U. S.
S. R. In this field of social education the period
of restoration is practically over, and after the
catastrophic fall in the number of such institu-
tions during the years of transition to the New
Economic Policy, when the appropriations from
the central government had to be radically cur-
tailed, their number has again reached the former
high pomt as shown by the following table.

Pre-School Institutions in the U. 8. 8. R.

Institu- Institu-
tions  Children tions  Children
1927-28 1928-29
Kindergartens .. 2.141 105,840 2,477 128,427
Playgrounds .... 3.662 201,300 7.030 365,635
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Reform of Higher Education

The Commissariat of Education is occupied
with the question of reorganizing the whole sys-
tem of industrial-technical education to meet the
need for a skilled force to carry out the five-year
plan. This requires a radical change in the edp-
cational program. The first step in the reform is
to shorten the period of study from five years to
four. The system of granting students diplomas
on the basis of the execution of some deﬁmte
project after their course of study is over is to
be replaced by the system of having the students
work out and execute a definite practical project
during their course. According to the new pro-
gram the theoretical and practical work must be
so divided that the student will spend no less than
40 per cent of his time on practical work, and
_ wherever possible the time shall be evenly divided.

The year is now divided into 36 ten-day periods,
with eight working days and two rest days in
each. During 32 of these periods the students
are at work, and the remaining four are their
vacation period. The students work six academic
hours of fifty minutes each a day. The students
must begin to specialize in the second year of
their course. It has been found necessary to or-
ganize a number of special universities for the
training of engineers and other specialists, voca-
tional schools (over 81 of which will open this
year), and extension courses. The Governments
of the Constituent Republics have assigned 119
million rubles for the financing of the higher
schools during the fiscal year 1929-30, and 668
million rubles for vocational schools.

A new university has been established in Mos-
cow solely for the training of specialists. There
will be four departments in the university: chem-
ical, rubber, silicate, and food. This new univer-
sity is the first experiment in giving workers on
the job the opportunity of becoming highly skilled
specialists in their own industry. The university
offers a three-year course.

Measures for Training Specialists

Under the Supreme Economic Council of the
U. S. S. R, there is a special institute for increas-
ing the skill of engineers, technicans, and ad-
ministrative personnel for different branches of
industry. The institute was organized two years
ago and has branches in Leningrad, Kharkov,
Sverdlovsk and Novo-Sibirsk.

During 1928-29, the institute carried on in dif-
ferent cities 32 short term courses for engineers
and technicians, 29 courses for master workmen,
and a few general courses in addition. Through-
out the year altogether 65 courses were held. at-
tended by 3,400. In addition, courses were held
for administrative workers, and also a number
of evening courses in most of the more important
cities. Besides these classes the institute or-
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ganized correspondence courses for engineers and
technicians in English and German, which were
taken by over 2,000. The institute issues a monthly
“Bibliography of Technical and Economic Litera-
ture,” which has a circulation of 7,000, and dur-
ing the past year it published 135 different lecture
courses. The extent of the work of the institute
will be more than quadrupled during the present
year.

A 'large number of specialists as well as univer-
sity students are to be sent abroad annually to
learn the latest methods and the application of
modern technique. In addition to all these, a num-
ber of other measures have been undertaken to
raise education to a level that will keep up with
the general policy of the Soviet State in the recon-
struction of the country on a highly industrial
basis.

Apart from the regular school system which
prepares young boys and girls for higher educa-
tional inctitutions, a great number of preparatory
courses are being founded. where those who
are not sufficiently prepared for college will re-
ceive special training. As a consequence of all
these efforts on the part of the Government, the
number of engineers engaged in various branches
of industrv is constantly increasing and by the
end of 1929-30 their total number will have in-
creased by 21 per cent. This vear will also mark
a considerable increase in highly skilled labor
—about 500,000 workers will be given special
training in various vocational courses. Besides
this there will be an increase of 25 per cent in
the boys and girls enrolled in the “factory train-
ing schools” this vear as compared with last.

The training of agricultural specialists is no
less a problem in U. S. S. R. than the training of
industrial workers. The develonment of the State
farms and collectives has introdnced entirelv new
methods of work on the land. Thus a great need
has arisen not only for university trained agricul-
turists. but for mechanics, tractor drivers, etc.
Hundreds of thousands of agricultural workers
will be trained this vear. 40,000 peasants. men and
women. will be trained for tractor work. 26,000
will take special administrative courses in order
to become later managers and administrators of
state and collective farms.

“Liquidation of Illiteracy”

Particular emphasis is being laid on “the
liquidation of illiteracy,” in the educational
program of the Soviet Union for the present year.
It is proposed during the current year to teach
over seven and a half million adults how to read
and write, as against two and a half million last
yvear, and 1,322,000 the year before. This means
that within one year all of illiterate working men
and women as well as half of the peasants en-
gaged in state and cooperative farming, will be-
come literate.
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Village Arbitration Committees

HE basic unit of the Soviet judicial system is
the People’s Court, consisting of one Peo-
ple’s Judge and two lay associates, which has
wide jurisdiction in trying civil and criminal
cases. These People’s Courts serve chiefly the
rural population, and are usually limited to one
to every three or four townships. In the more
sparsely populated districts this frequently means
that the area within the jurisdiction of a single
court is very large, and the villages very scat-
tered, some of them being twenty kilometers and
more from the central court. Since it is difficult
for the peasants involved and all the witnesses
needed to travel to the court itself, the court
comes to the village. Every so often the court
makes a circuit of the district, going from village
to village to try all cases that have come Uup in
the interim. This frequently means endless de-
lays and difficulty over the gettlement of even
the most trivial problems.

In order to release the People’s Courts from the
ever growing number of petty cases in the vil-
lages, to bring the courts nearer to the rural pop-
ulation, and to give the peasants themselves a
chance to participate in the administration of
justice, the People’s Commissariat of Justice of
the R. S. F. S. R. passed a decree in 1928, pro-
viding for the establishment of Arbitration Com-
mittees under the village Soviets. These Arbitra-
tration Committees consist of a chairman, elected
by the village Soviet from its members, and
twelve members elected at a general meeting of
voters, who serve two at a time in rotation, not
receiving any remuneration for their work. Thus
the entire peasant population has a chance not
only to appeal to the Arbitration Committee, but
to participate in its work. While any peasant may
be elected, the choice is apt to fall on the more
active and cultured elements, such as demobilized
Red Army soldiers who have had educational op-
portunities while serving in the army, members
of the Communist Youth League, who have had
experience in social service, representatives of
the women’s organizations, members of the Peas-
ants’ Mutual Aid Committees, the cooperatives,
and so on.

The Arbitration Committees deal with cases
which concern: (1) property disputes involving
sums not over 15 rubles, with the exception of
claims for alimony and wages and in cases where
some State institution or social or cooperative
organization is one of the parties; (2) petty crim-
inal offenses, such as written or verbal insults,
and attacks not resulting in bodily injury.

In civil cases the Arbitration Committees deal
chiefly with cases relating to injury to a neigh-

bor's crops or property and similar happenings

which affect the deepest interests of the peasants
and which are at the same time of a legal nature.
The petty criminal cases usually arise from the
pbackward cultural and social life of the village,
and while not constituting a serious menace have
effect. These cases are not
so much in need of the judgment of the court
as the cultural and educational influence of the
more advanced and active persons in the village.
For example the family quarrels and beatings
which occur so frequently among the more back-
ward members of the community are handled
by the Arbitration Committees. If such cases
were handled by the People’s Court the sentence
would not necessarily reach the persons directly
interested. It would be pronounced in the pres-
ence of people not directly concerned in the case,
and would therefore make little impression. In
the People’s Court there are frequently only a few
of the villagers present listening to the cases
while when cases are tried by the Arbitration
Committees the whole village turns out and fol-
lows the case with the greatest interest. The
remarks of the peasants show their attitude to-
ward the accused, and this social censure is usually
as effective as any court sentence. By this direct
method the Arbitration Committees help to com-
bat many of the crude and brutal customs of the
past.

Sometimes the Arbitration Committees con-
sider actions which are merely anti-social, with-
out necessarily being against the law, such as re-
fusal to participate in communal work of repair-
ing roads or clearing woods. Such expansion of
the activities of the Arbitration Committees mob-
ilizes the public opinion of the whole village.

The procedure of the Arbitration Committees
is organized along the most simple and effective
lines, and quick action is assured. In order that
every peasant, whether literate or not, may be
able to present his case to the committee, his com-
plaint may be submitted in writing or orally, and
every case must be brought up not later than a
week from the day of its filing.

The sessions of the Arbitration Committees
are held publicly on definite days and hours, fixed
by the rural Soviet in accordance with the con-
venience of the population, usually on hours and
days when the people are free from work. The
sessions are held in the school house or village
club. In the summer sometimes the whole vil-
lage meets in the open air.

The Arbitration Committees
only with settling the cases
them, but searching out the cause of the trouble
and eliminating that as well. The committees
are not bound by any formalities, and the Peo-
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ple’s Commissariat of Justice demands from them
merely the following simple procedure: both sides
in the case must be informed of the hearing, and
when they appear each is given an opportunity to
give full explanation. No minutes of the court
proceedings are kept, no witness may be examined
privately, anyone present at the meeting may act
as a witness and expose anyone testifying falsely.
The committee does not withdraw to discuss the
sentence, and everything is done in the presence
of the public. The decisions of the committee are
decided by a majority of votes which must be pre-
sented in writing and made public.

A decision of the Arbitration Committee may
be set aside only by a People’s Judge or a prose-
cuting attorney and the case may be taken up by
a People’s Court if the Arbitration Committee
has made a decision contrary to the law or the in-
terests of the State or of the working population.
During six months only eight out of 408 cases
were cancelled. This simple process completes
the functions of the court in both criminal and
civil cases. The proceedings are really a court of
public opinion of the more advanced and active
members of the community. The committee does
not base its decisions on any point or paragraph
of the civil or criminal code, but simply on com-
mon sense and considerations of the general wel-
fare of the community.

The simplicity of the proceedings does not mean
that the cases are decided superficially. For ex-
ample, in one civil case a herdsman was accused
of driving the cattle into a meadow not supposed
to be used for pasture land, but to be cut for hay.
The owner of the plot asked compensation of
five rubles for the damage to his meadow. The
facts of the damage were proved, but the Arbitra-
tion Committee felt that perhaps the owner was
asking too much. Thereupon the Arbitration
Committee and a large part of the village popula-
tion went in a body to the place where the dam-
age was done, and examined it. It was found that
in the damaged area 12 poods of hay at 25 kopeks
a pood could have been cut, and therefore the
Arbitration Committee imposed a fine of not five
but three rubles to be paid to the plaintiff by the
herdsman. At the same time the committee
availed itself of this opportunity to warn the
community not to pasture cattle on the meadows
reserved for hay, as frequently happens in the
village. A similar case arose when a peasant per-
mitted his horse to graze in an oat field belong-
ing not to an individual, but to the village Mutual
Aid Committee, The offender was not only sen-
tenced to pay the damages, but received a public
reprimand for his anti-social act.

In criminal cases the Arbitration Committees
may impose any one of the following measures:
(1) compulsory work of a period of not over seven
days; (2) a fine not exceeding ten rubles; (3) a
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public reprimand which may be announced in the
press; (4) compensation for damages.

Here are a few typical examples of the sen-
tences imposed by Arbitration Committees: a
husband is reprimanded before the community
for beating his wife; two peasants are fined ten
rubles apiece for insulting each other, which sum
is to be paid if the quarrel continues; for stealing
a bag of coal a peasant is sentenced to plowing
the communal field; for rudeness in a club the
offender is fined five rubles, and since he is unable
to pay in cash he must lend his horse to take the
actors playing in the club to and from the station.

The committees deal with many matters be-
yond the range of usual court proceedings. Thus
a peasant woman with four children begged the
Arbitration Committee in her village to do some-
thing about her husband’s continual drinking. As
a result, the committee appealed to the local
Health Department to give this man compulsory
treatment. In the case of another peasant woman
continually being beaten by a drunken husband
the committee learned that the quarrels in the
family were due to poverty and unemployment.
The committee resolved that the Labor Exchange
should take steps to provide work for the man
immediately. On the next day a job was found
for the man, and the drinking and wife-beating
stopped.

A decision of the Arbitration Committee has
{;he power of a court order, and the local militia
is charged with the execution of any such de-
cision. The authority of the Arbitration Com-
mltj:ees in the village is such, however, that the
majority of its decisions are fulfilled without any
compulsory measures being necessary.
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Social Insurance 1n the U. S. S. R.

OCIAL INSURANCE in the U. S. S. R, is a
widespread Government system embracing
over eleven million wage earners. Over a million
people, 58 per cent of them men and 42 per cent
women, receive a State pension. Any worker who
has been employed for a certain minimum num-
ber of years is entitled to a pension in case of in-
firmity, or after reaching the age of fifty.

Soviet social insurance legislation provides a
full wage (except for very highly paid groups)
for all wage earners temporarily disabled and phy-
sically unfit for work, in cases of acute illness,
contagious diseases at the home of the worker, or
when nursing a sick member of the family.

A phase of the social insurance system which
deserves special mention is the clause providing
for mothers and infants. The Soviet mother is
given every opportunity to bear and to rear a
healthy child. For this purpose the State pro-
vides a vacation with full pay before and after
the birth of the child. The law provides a four
months’ leave of absence for factory women (two
months before and two months after birth), and
three months for all other working women. Be-
sides this every mother whether employed or not
receives an allowance for the baby’s layette when
the child is born. After the birth of the child
the mother receives a special maintenance dole
for a period of nine months, intended for special
care and food for the mother during the nursing
period. Day nurseries are everywhere provided,
and the working mother is given time off to go
nurse her baby.

The social insurance system also takes care of

the family in case of the death of its supporter,
the amount of maintenance provided depending
on the number in the family and their ages. The
family also receives an allowance for funeral ex-
penses.

Financial Basis of Social Insurance

The financing of the Soviet social insurance is
provided through monthly payments by all State
enterprises, factories and offices alike, as well as
business firms, private or otherwise, constituting
on the average a sum equal to 1214 per cent of
the monthly payroll. There is no deduction from
wages. In this way over a billion rubles a year
is collected. The Social Insurance budget for
1929-30 amounts to 1,314,000,000 ($676,710,000).
All enterprises are subject to fine in case of delay
in making payments.

In the past four years the social insurance
budget has increased two and a half times, and
the number of persons receiving pensions has
increased from 452,000 to over a million. The
Social Insurance Department has decreased its

overhead expenses by a third in this period. In
reducing its expenses the department aims to ex-
tend wider aid to the insured along different lines,
such as medical care, which is free to all insured
workers and their families, medicines, free hos-
pital and dispensary treatment, sanatorium and
rest home care. While at the sanatorium or rest
home, the insured worker receives full salary,
and in addition the Insurance Department pays
the railroad fare of those whose salary does not
permit them to bear such expenses themselves.

Unemployment Fund

The State Unemployment Fund is administered
by the Social Insurance Department. In recent
years, particularly last year, this fund has been
greatly extended. According to official figures for
January 1, 1928, the Chief State Social Insurance
Department of the R. S. F. S. R,, including 81 in-
surance branches, paid unemployment insurance
to 50 per cent of all the unemployed registered
at the Labor Exchange. These figures cover only
those unemployed without any means for sub-
sistence, the remaining 50 per cent were at least
partially provided for. Among the unskilled
workers 59 per cent received substantial aid from
the Social Insurance Department.

The unemployment regulations for 1927 entitle
all unemployed skilled workers, minors, and de-
mobilized army men to financial relief from the
State, regardless of the length of time previously
employed, while a longer period is required of all
others in order to receive unemployment aid.

In addition to unemployment insurance, the un-
employed receive many other forms of help such
as free rent and communal services, special terms
at the Cooperatives, and various other privileges
and exemptions.

Social Insurance in the Village

Social insurance in the villages extends to those
unable to work and in need of help, such as war
invalids, the families of soldiers killed at the
front, those who have been invalids since child-
hood, and so on. During the past year old age
insurance has been added, and poor peasants over
65 receive a pension. The actual administration
of social insurance is delegated to certain mem-
bers of the District Executive Committees, and
the funds for social insurance with the exception
of 25 per cent of the amount spent on war in-
valids or soldiers’ families, is replaced out of the
State budget. The main forms of assistance are
pensions, housing, jobs, aid in forming producers’
cooperatives and medical treatment.

The number of pensioners in the village has
grown with extraordinary rapidity in the last few
years. Thus in the R. S. F. S. R. alone, exclusive
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of the autonomous republics, the number of in-
sured has grown from 62,700 on October 1, 1927,
to 168,000 on October 1, 1929. As regards those
who have found work through the social insur-
ance agencies, the number is not yet very large.
The number of invalids in cooperative artels in
the R. S, F. S. R. was only about 13,000 at the
beginning of last year.

Very great help is given to the needy in the
villages by the Peasant Mutual Aid Societies. The
latter uses its funds to help not only those unable
to work, but the poor peasants generally, and of
recent years this help has been of a more and
more constructive character. The Mutual Aid
Societies have done a great deal of work in help-
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ing their members to form collectives and pro-
ducers’ cooperatives. Of special importance 18
their work in serving their members through the
use of agricultual machinery and equipment on
easy terms. The Mutual Aid Societies are excep-
tionally active in such districts as the North
Caucasus, the Middle Volga Region, the Urals,
and so on.

Of no less importance in the social insurance
work in the villages than pensions, is the whole
series of privileges and exemptions granted by
Soviet law to the village invalids and poor peas-
ants in the way of freedom from taxation, sup-
plying with wood and seed and various types of
free agricultural service,

Jewish Agricultural Colonization

VER twenty-two thousand Jewish families

have been established on the land during the
past five years in the Soviet Union. In spite of
skepticism as to whether Jews, city dwellers and
traders for many generations, could ever make
good farmers, in spite of all the difficulties inci-
dent to tearing up deep roots and starting an en-
tirely new way of life, these new Jewish colonies
have for the most part grown and prospered, and
only a small percentage of the colonists have re-
turned to the towns.

Of the three million Jews in the Soviet Union,
a third are workers and clerks, a third traders and
members of the professions, 800,000 artisans and
hand workers, and upwards of 200,000 farmers.

The colonization movement is not the only
means of assisting the Jews in the Soviet Union.
Efforts are being made to increase the number
of Jewish industrial workers, and a special or-
ganization exists to give them assistance in re-
ceiving higher technical education. The American
organization “Ort” helps in supplying tools to
artisans.

The agricultural colonization movement among
the Jews is guided by “Komzet” (Committee for
Settling Jewish Laborers on the Land), a govern-
ment organization established in 1924, and “Qzet,”
a voluntary society. The purpose of these com-
mittees is to centralize assistance to the hundreds
of thousands of Jewish small traders and artisans
whose ancient means of livelihood no longer have
a place in the new social structure. Through the
committee credits are arranged for Jewish fam-
ilies to enable them to settle on the land,—credits
for building houses, and for agricultural equip-
ment. Every possible encouragement is given to
this movement. Certain sections have been set
aside for colonization. In addition to credits, the
settlers are released from taxes during the first
few years, are given 75 per cent reduction in rail-
road fares, and assistance in learning to adapt

themselves to new conditions and become farmers.
The American “Agrojoint” committee, through
an agreement with the Soviet Government, has
given very substantial aid during the past five
years to colonist groups in the form of machinery,
instruction and long term credits without interest.
This committee has recently raised a loan of sev-
eral million dollars, which, added to the sum set
aside by the Soviet Government for this purpose
will mean a decided increase in the number of
Jewish families settled on the land this year.
“Icor,” a non-partison organization of American
Jews, cooperates with the Soviet committees in
the colonization movement. ‘Icor’ not only sup-
plies tractors and other agricultural and industrial
machinery through funds raised in America, but
keeps the Jewish colonists in touch with the latest
developments in American industrial agriculture,
and the best methods of industrial colonization.
The main sections colonized so far have been
the Ukraine, White Russia, Uzbekistan, the Cri-
mea, Daghestan and other parts of the R. S. F.
S. R. In line with the general Soviet policy of
political and cultural autonomy for national min-
orities, special Jewish Soviets are established
wherever the Jewish colonies are large enough
or where Jews are a majority of the population,
and as a result there are a great many local Jew-
ish Soviets. There are three entirely Jewish coun-
ties with their own Soviets and other administra-
tive organs, where Yiddish is the official lan-
guage, there are Jewish schools, clubs and
theaters, and all publications are printed in Yid-
dish. Kalinindorf, in Khersonsky Okrug, was the
first of these to be established. Of the 41 villages
in Kalinindorf rayon, 32 are Jewish, and 84 per
cent of the population are Jews. Among the Jew-
ish population 85 per cent are organized into agri-
cultural collectives, and 80 per cent belong to the
consumers’ cooperatives. There are two hospitals,
four dispensaries, three dental centers, two Peo-
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ple’s Houses, fourteen day nurseries and kinder-
gartens, and school accommodations for all the
children.

Year by year the conditions among the colonists
improve, they become better farmers, have better
crops. What dissatisfaction exists is mostly
among the older people who find it hard to adopt
the new ways which the younger generation take
up with enthusiasm. The same type of agricul-
tural education and assistance is extended to the
Jewish farmers as to the peasants throughout the
Soviet Union. They are encouraged in the use
of modern methods and machinery, and more
land is cultivated by Jewish farmers each year.
In the Ukraine the average sown acre per individ-
ual Jewish farmer has tripled in the past few
years. The formation of collectives is proceeding
rapidly. Twenty-eight per cent of all the Jewish
families who have settled on the land in the Uk-
raine are organized into agricultural collectives.

Since land was growing scarce in the regions al-
ready being colonized, it was decided two years
ago to set aside Biro-Bidjan, a vast section in the
Far East covering four million hectares, for Jew-
ish colonization. The present population of this
region numbers about 32.000—Russians, Kazaks,
Koreans, Tungusians, White Russians, Ukrain-
ians, and a few Chinese. Allowing a hundresd
persons to a square mile, a million and a half
Jews could easily settle in this region. The
main efforts of the colonization committee will
henceforward be centered here.

Already over 1,500 Jewish settlers have been
established in Biro-Bidjan, half of them with their
families, while most of the others are arranging
for their families to join them. It is proposed to
settle 60,000 more within the next four years, and
in time it is thought to establish a National Au-
tonomous Republic for the Jews in this section.
A Soviet scientific expedition and an American
commission organized by “Icor” have visited the
region, and pronounced it adapted to colonization,
with no more difficulties than usually attendant
upon pioneering in a wild and virgin country.
The swamp land can be easily reclaimed by sur-
face drainage, troublesome insects will disappear
with cultivation. Biro-Bidjan presents many op-
portunities for combined agricultural and indus-
trial development. While less adapted to the
growing of wheat than other sections, rice grows
well there, and many industrial crops. Tt is good
country for cattle raising. Orchards and gardens
flourish. There is plentiful forest land, and rich
deposits of coal, iron, graphite, lime, copper, gold
and other minerals. The Biro and Bidian rivers
and their tributaries can be used for navigation
and fishing, and the Amur trunk line of the Si-
berian railway connects the country with all sec-
tions of the Soviet Union.

Over a thousand hectares of virgin land were
plowed and sown last spring, and many more
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were put under cultivation in the fall. Land is
being cleared and drained, roads and dams and
bridges are being built. Three large State farms
and three machine and tractor stations have been
started. A rice plantation and an experimental
station are being developed. Courses are being
held for tractorists and the skilled industrial
workers needed to build up the region. Several
schools have been established for the colonists.

Three full-fledged villages of the new colonists
have already been organized, with their own
Soviets. Everywhere the attitude of the native
population has been extremely friendly. They
welcome the new settlers, because the greatest
need of this region is more people.

Most of the Jewish colonists of Biro-Bidjan
have come from the Ukraine and White Russia.
Most of them, too, have come from the large
urban centers where the Jewish population has
hitherto evinced less interest than elsewhere in
agricultural colonization. The explanation for
this lies in the fact that agriculture in Biro-Bidjan
is more closely allied with industrial processes
than in the other regions that have been
colonized.

Unemployment Decreasing

NEMPLOYMENT in the Soviet Union is on
the decrease. On August first, 1929, the
number of unemployed registered on the Labor
Exchange was 1,298,000 as against 1,700,000 reg-
istered on May 1st. By December first the number
was reduced to 1,241,000. Since then, with the ex-
pansion of industry and agriculture, the extension
of the seven-hour day and the introduection of the
unbroken week, thousands of additional work-
ers have found employment, and the number reg-
istered on the Exchange has still further de-
creased.

Heretofore unemployment has been increasing
year by year, due rather to the fact that many
peasants have sought work in the towns than to
the failure of former workers to find employment,
for the.actual number of wage earners in the So-
viet Union is far greater than before the war, and
each year finds an increasing number of workers
employed. Between 1924 and the end of 1929
the number of workers increased from 6,800,000
to over 12,000,000. From August, 1928, to Octo-
ber, 1929, the number of hired workers increased
by 900,000, and by the end of the present year
it is estimated that there will be over 13,000,000
workers employed in the Soviet Union,

According to the figures of the five-year plan,
the army of unemployed will be reduced to less
than half a million by the end of the five-year
period.

At the present time the bulk of the unemployed
still come from the poor and to a certain extent
the middle farms. The growth of the collective
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movement and the extensive development of the
handwork cooperative industry opens up oppor-
tunities for the employment of much of this super-
fluous labor power right in the village, and will
serve to check the movement of peasants to the
towns. New local industries, and industries in the
national republics which were never before given
an opportunity to develop also mean increased
local demand for workers.

At the present time unskilled workers predomi-
nate on the Labor Exchange, constituting over
60 per cent of all the registered unemployed, and
of these the majority are seeking employment for
the first time. The industrial group of unem-
ployed is constantly decreasing. In 1929 this
group amounted to 16.3 per cent of the unem-
ployed, or a little over 200,000. During the pres-
ent economic year industry, agriculture, transport
and trade require about 800,000 new skilled and
semi-skilled workers to meet their needs. The
problem of unemployment in the Soviet Union has
thus become mainly the problem of training the
unskilled workers. Measures of this kind are
already being carried out, both by training work-
ers already on the job to more skilled work, thus
making way for less skilled workers, by increas-
ing the facilities of the trade schools, and by the
organization of special short-term courses in con-
nection with the Labor Exchanges.

In 1928-29, the sum of 142 million rubles was
spent in unemployment relief, compared with 31
million rubles in 1924-25. Unemployment bene-
fits are paid to most of the unemployed, the
amount paid and the number receiving assistance
increasing from year to year. During the past
year 853,000 unemployed workers received un-
employment benefits® compared with 300,000 in
1924-25.

To the argument that the increasing use of ma-
chinery in the Soviet Union will soon create a
new unemployment problem by displacing so much
labor power, Soviet economists reply that far more
labor will be needed to carry out the industrial-
ization program of the Soviet Union than will be
replaced by machinery.

Not only will the increasing application of the
continuous working week and the shorter work-
ing day provide work for ever increasing num-
bers, but the industrial progam calls for a pro-
gressive increase in both the bulk and variety of
industry, new shops and plants of every descrip-
tion are being constructed and planned, and the
Soviet Union’s natural resources have been barely
tapped as yet. In agriculture many new crops
are being introduced, more careful cultivation is
practiced than formerly and large tracts of en-
tirely new land are being opened up in the devel-
opment of the State grain farms and the peasant
collectives.
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Campaign Against Alcohol

HE production and sale of vodka in the So-
viet Union is a state monopoly handled
through the “Centrospirt” trust. In 1928-29 53,-
123,000 decaliters of vodka were produced in the
Soviet Union as compared with 110,950,000 deca-
liters produced in 1913 under the Tsar, or less
than half as much.

The government monopoly of vodka, which was
authorized to produce and dispense vodka up to
the pre-war strength of 40 per cent alcohol, was
established in 1925 due to the extensive brewing
of bootleg vodka of inferior quality, which wasted
large quantities of grain, and endangered health.
Alcoholic beverages are, however, sold under in-
creasingly severe restrictions regarding the
amount sold to one person, the number of places
permitted to sell, and so on. In many districts the
sale is prohibited entirely on pay days and holi-
days.

As a result of a growing anti-alcoholic move-
ment the consumption of aleohol in the U. S. S. R.
has lately been decreasing. The fight against al-
cohol is led by a special “Anti-Alcohol Society”
which was organized a year and a half ago, and
now has thousands of branches throughout the
Soviet Union, and a membership of hundreds of
thousands. All public organizations conducting
anti-alcohol activities receive assistance from the
government, particularly from the Commissariats
of Health and Education. Demands by workers
for the discontinuation of the sale of vodka in
this or that district are complied with immedi-
ately. In the schools the pupils are instructed in
the harmful effects of the use of alcohol. Last
fall a special “Anti-Alcohol Week”” was held in
which propaganda against excessive use of alco-
hol was carried on through demonstrations, lec-
tures, plays, moving pictures and so on. The De-
partment of Health has established a system of
dispensaries throughout the country for the treat-
ment of chronic drinkers, and has a special course
for anti-alcohol propagandists.

The government plans a progressive decrease in
the manufacture of spirits. During 1928-29 the
estimated output of 56,580,000 decaliters of vodka
was reduced to 53,123,000 decaliters. The govern-
ment has appropriated special funds to combat
the drink evil. In order to reduce the consump-
tion of vodka its price has been raised to 22.76
rubles per decaliter, as against 17.56 rubles in
1927, and 10.93 rubles in 1913.

As regards the production of home brew, the
figure for 1928 was less than one third of that
for 1927, according to the Central Statistical Ad-
ministration.
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The Moscow Children’s Theater

AST year the Moscow Children’s Theater
counted a quarter of a million children in its
audiences through the daily performances at the
theater, and special performances given at the
factories. During the coming season it is planned
to increase the number of performances given in
the workers’ districts, and to give special per-
formances for parents in the evenings. On the
invitation of a German theatrical society the
Children’s Theater will visit Germany for a
month. During the summer a tour will be made
of Moscow province.

Several new pieces will be added to the reper-
toire of the theater this year. Special attention
will be given to increasing the children’s knowl-
edge of other countries and races, beginning first
with the border republics of the Soviet Union.
Nikolay Shestakov, the writer, was sent to Turk-
menistan by the theater and as a result of his
observations he wrote a play called “Aul Gidje,”
which was the first new play presented this
season. At the present time Mr. Shestakov is in
Karelya gathering material for a play on Kare-
lyan life. Another new play enlists the interest of
the children in the building up of the new collec-
tive forms of social organization in which the
children are taking an eager part. In March a
play by Rozanov based on national differences be-
tween groups of children in a Soviet school will
be presented. Special plays for children of various
age groups are being prepared, as well as a num-
ber of plays in which children will be the actors.

More attention is to be paid to music than for-
merly, and among the composers who have been
asked to compose and arrange music especially
for children are Alexandrov, Mosolov, Polovinkin,
and others.

An interesting branch of the work of the
theater is the contact made with the audi-
ences. Delegates are elected from the schools,
children’s homes and Pioneer groups which visit
the theater. Special conferences are arranged
between these delegates, the actors and actresses,
and others connected with the theater, at which
the merits of the various plays and the types of
plays desirable for the future are discussed. The
delegates publish a bulletin about theatrical af-
fairs, and see that material about the theater is
published in their school wall newspapers.

The psychological department of thz theater
not only studies the immediate reactions of the
children to the various types of plays, but also
attempts to study the influence of the theater
over a period of time on different children.

Plans are under way for the building of a new

children’s theater more adequate for the diversi-
fied work of the theater.

Anatole Lunacharsky, formerly Commissar of
Education of the R. S. F. S. R., wrote an article
recently describing the aims of the children’s
theater, in which he said:

“The Soviet theater for children is following
an uncharted route, and is carrying on work that
has no precedent either in the past of our own
country or in other countries. . . . Its aim is not
to distract from reality, not to dull the conscious-
ness of the children and adolescents, not to be-
guile them with sweet fantasies. On the con-
trary, our theater rouses them, pushes them into
the very thick of life, with all its conflict and
searching. It is a gigantic trumpet voicing the
complaints and aspirations of the growing gen-
eration which has already been drawn into direct
contact with vital labor processes by the whole
system of Soviet training.

“Our theater never debases art for children, is
never falsified to fit the traditional concept of the
level of children’s understanding. It approaches
its audience with all seriousness, both in form
and content. And hence our greatest difficulty—
where to find children’s pieces answering these
requirements. The past has left us nothing in
this field. An entirely new repertoire must be
created. And in its development this new
repertoire is suffering all the pains and difficul-
ties of birth and growth. Out of this new move-
ment have come such pieces as ‘Black Spring,’
vitally reflecting the tremendous struggle that is
now going on in the village.

“However, the difficulties with repertoire are
not the only ones. One of the most important
tasks is that of organizing the audiences, carry-
ing on educational work among them, cultivating
their own artistic initiative, There must also be
work with the parents, with the school teachers,
who see in the theater only a means of teaching
literature, with the members of the cultural
workers’ union, who give too little attention to
the question of art for children.

“The material situation of the children’s thea-
ter movement is also difficult, and the question
of building space is particularly important. How-
ever, in spite of all these obstacles, the children's
theater movement is growing and deepening, and
is in need of a general directing center. The sec-
tion on ‘outside of school activities’ of the Depart-
ment of Education is transforming the State
Pedagogical Theater into such a center.

“This theater is familiar to all the young peo-
ple of Moscow. Even the children in the outlying
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workers’ districts know it, as it has given many
performances at workers’ clubs during recent
years. It is also well known to foreigners who
have frequently written in their press of its artis-
tic achievements, and of the fearless and serious
way in which it approaches its young audiences.
Last summer the theater made a tour with its
entire staff. The theater gave performances in
the workers’ towns in Ivanovo-Voznesensk dis-
trict, in the city of Ivanovo-Voznesensk itself, and
also in Nijni-Novgorod. At the same time the
theater gave exhibitions of an educational nature,
and organized conferences and lectures on ques-
tions of artistic education. In this way it gained
a thorough knowledge of the needs and require-
ments in the provinces in preparation for the
task it is now being called on to fill by the Com-
missariat of Education.

“During the coming season the theater will be-
gin to work in three directions. The main theater
will continue as before to give performances in
Moscow, both in its own theater, and in workers’
clubs. At the present time intensified work is
going forward in the preparation of new pieces
for this season which will actually meet contem-
porary requirements.

“In addition a travelling theater is being or-
ganized. This theater will cover a wide areas,
penetrating into the deepest corners of the coun-
try, reaching children far removed from any
artistic influence. While maintaining its serious
attitude and its realism and its artistic integrity,
the travelling theater is at the same time striv-
ing to attain a simplicity and adaptability in its
settings which will permit the actors to travel any
distance and to give their performances under
the most primitive conditions—not only in thea-
ters but in barracks, dormitories, children’s
homes, playgrounds or simply in the courtyard of
a peasant’s home. ' This theater will work out-
side of Moscow most of the time.

“The third method of work will be that of mass
instruction. The collection which the theater has
already made of demonstration, educational and
bibliographical material will be developed and
extended. On the basis of this material mass
educational and consultation work will be carried
on. The purpose of this mass instruction will be
to help new children’s theaters, to assist the dra-
matic activities of the children themselves, and
to carry on propaganda for the organization of
such work among children. This work must be
closely connected with the artistic work of the
Pioneer organizations, in order to make use of
the independent dramatic work of the children
themselves as a means of combatting ‘hooligan-
ism,’ the evil influence of the streets, and also to
include this activity of the children in the gen-
eral scheme of measures undertaken by the state
for cultural work among children.”
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Soviet Scientific Expeditions

RACTICALLY all Soviet scientific institutions

of any importance have sent out numerous

expeditions during the past year to explore
various regions of the Soviet Union.

The Academy of Science alone has organized
sixty-eight expeditions. The expedition headed by
Prof. Fersman successfully completed the work
that has been carried on during the past ten years
in exploring the Khibin swamps on the Kola
peninsula. The expedition discovered rich apatite
fields, with deposits of at least 500,000 tons of
apatite, as well as several other minerals of im-
portance for industrial purposes.

Several expeditions were engaged in studying
the natural resources of Yakutia, Southern Os-
setia, the Crimea, and other regions. Excava-
tions were made in the Crimea at the site of the
ancient city of Esky-Kerman, and many objects
dating from the sixth and seventh centuries were
found.

Archeologists from the Academy of Science dis-
covered cultural relics of the Cro-Magnon race
near Elets, in the province of Orel. Other expe-
ditions, excavating in the ancient tumuli of Bu-
riat-Mongolia, found Chinese silk stuffs, lacquer
vessels of the Khan era, mirrors and pottery.

The Geological Committee sent out over two
hundred expeditions last summer which found
rich iron ore fields in the Trans-Baikal province,
copper and other non-ferrous metals in Kazak-
stan, oil in the Urals and in regions West of Baku,
and new coal deposits in Trans-Caucasia, Turke-
stan, Kuznetsk basin and other places.

The Institutes of Applied Botany and of Ex-
perimental Agronomy sent out about a hundred
expeditions to the grain and cotton regions of the
U. S. S. R. during the summer.

Very interesting materials showing conditions
of life and culture among Slavonic tribes were col-
lected by an expedition sent out by the Academy
of the History of Material Culture. An expe-
dition sent by the Russian museum discovered the
tomb of a Scythian Khan in an ancient tumulus
in the Altai mountains.

The ice-breaker “Sedov” brought back a rich
collection from the region of Franz Josef Land,
and the ice-breaker “Litke” made an interesting
collection at Wrangel Island. The members of one
of the Yakutsk expeditions on board the “Stav-
ropol,” a Sovtorgflot steamer locked in the ice with
a valuable cargo a few miles from North Cape,
were transferred from the “Litke” by dog teams.

Over ten expeditions organized by the Institute
of Applied Geophysics have been experimenting
with new methods of discovering ore. The ex-
pedition headed by Prof. Petrovsky which went
to the Urals was successful in applying radio
waves for this purpose.
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The Search for Eielson and Borland

OUR airplanes, manned by some of the fore-

most Soviet aviators, and numerous dog teams
were ordered out by the Soviet Government to
help in the search for the American fliers Eielson
and Borland, whose plane, wrecked while carry-
ing provisions to the ice-bound Nanuk, was found
by the American aviators Crosson and Gillam
on January 25th. The wrecked plane was found
ninety miles East of North Cape, on the extreme
Northeast boundary of the U. S. S. R.

The Soviet Government mobilized its resources
to help in the search in response to appeals from
the Department of the Interior and Senator
Borah received late in December. A careful ex-
amination by the Soviet Arctic Commission of
the Academy of Science and other scientific or-
ganizations, of all available information regard-
ing the plane left little hope that the aviators,
lost on November 4th, would still be found alive
after the lapse of so much time, but this did not
interfere with preparations for an exhaustive
search.

In view of the excessively difficult conditions
of Arctic flying in winter, the Polar darkness, the
frequent blizzards and extreme cold, and the fact
that the region where the fliers were lost is little
known and in part quite uncharted, no pains were
spared in the equipment of the rescue parties,
supervised by the Soviet Arctic Commission, and
in collecting all possible data about the region.

Chuknovsky, the Soviet pilot who did such
gallant work in the rescue of the Nobile expedi-
tion last year, accompanied by the same crew who
were with him then, left Moscow early in Jan-
uary, and took off from Yakutsk for Kolyuchinsk
in a large plane of the type of the “Land of So-
viets,” which made the Moscow-New York flight
last summer, provided with special asbestos felt
motor covers and stoves for preliminary heating
of the engines. Chuknovsky reached Kolyuchinsk.
on January 28th,

A second rescue expedition headed by the avia-
tor Gromov with a picked ecrew, took off shortly
after in a giant Fokker plane by another route.
Pilots Slepnev and Fladishev with the two small
Junker planes, which have been wintering at
Providence Bay, were instructed to equip their
planes with dog teams and sleds and meet Chuk-
novsky at the same rendezvous, with an additional
fuel supply. They reached the scene of the acci-
dent the day after the plane was found.

The Soviet government instructed the radio
station at Wrangel Island to keep the director
of the search, Alfred Lomen, at Nome, Alaska,
informed of weather conditions. All the North-
east radio stations and organizations of Osoaviak-
him were ordered to give every assistance to the

rescue expeditions. The aviation bases and ware-
houses of Osoaviakhim along the shores of the
Arctic Ocean were turned over to the immediate
use of the rescue expeditions, special bases with
supplies of gasolene and landing fields were pre-
pared at strategic points, and a special brigade of
mechanics was despatched to Yakutsk.

Meantime numerous dog teams were actually
participating in the search, on the instructions
of the Soviet government, and running down all
rumors. One searching party was sent out by the
Stravropol, a Soviet ship returning to Vladivos-
tok with a number of passengers, including a
scientific expedition to Yakutia, and a cargo of
fur and mammoth tusks, which was ice-bound
not far from the Nanuk. The Soviet colony on
Wrangel Island also took part. Governor Min-
eyeff headed the Wrangel Island party which
searched with dog sleds in blinding snow storms
from January 7th to 14th, but was finally forced
back by b}izzards and lack of food for the dogs.

Several sledge teams were sent out by Osoaviak-
him. On January 28th a Soviet searching expe-
dition of 140 dogs, divided into 14 teams, arrived
at Kolyuchin Bay, unaware that the plane had
already been found.

When the plane was finally found it was in the
general vicinity established by the Soviet Arctic
Commission as the probable scene of the disaster,
and about thirty miles East of the spot described
in the letter from a native reporting that the
fliers had landed near the Amguem River, which
was broadcast from Tinkignea by the Soviet wire-
less operator, Kyrillenko, on January 16th.

While the evidence of a terrific crash reported
by the discoverers of the wreck of the plane left
little hope that the men themselves might still be
alive, the Soviet Government decided to con-
tinue the search until full knowledge of the fate
of the aviators could be determined, and sent land
searching parties to the spot. The members of
these parties, as well as the aviators, and a group
of men taken by plane from the schooner Stavro-
pol, assisted the members of the Nanuk crew in
digging away the hard packed snow covering the
wreckage, and over a large area surrounding it.

The Index to the seventh volume of the
“Soviet Union Review” will be published in
February. On request it will be sent free

to all readers of the Review.
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Trends of Soviet Foreign Trade

HE chief feature of Soviet foreign trade for

the fiscal year ending September 30, 1929, was
the substitution of a favorable balance of 47,834,-
000 rubles ($24,634,510) for the unfavorable bal-
ance of 166,856,000 rubles of the previous year.
This change was effected by cutting down imports
by 12.1 per cent, while exports were expanded by
12.8 per cent.

In the matter of exports, the increase was al-
most wholly due to expansion of industrial ex-
ports, especially coal (125 per cent), lumber (46
per cent), asbestos (43 per cent), manganese ore
(29 per cent), and oil products and iron ore (each
24 per cent). Exports of lumber took first place
in value (137,154,000 rubles), with oil products
second (132,614,000 rubles), and furs third (109,-
119,000 rubles). In 1927-28 furs held the first
position, with oil products second and lumber
third. For the second year in succession grain
exports were negligible. They are not expected
to cut any considerable figure during the current
year, though the harvest was the second best since
the revolution. The only important farm exports
that showed a substantial gain last year were flax
and sheep casings.

The only substantial increases shown in the im-
port list for last year were in agricultural ma-
chinery and supplies (70.5 per cent) and in certain
raw materials such as iron and steel (75 per cent)
and wool (11.7 per cent). Imports of industrial
equipment were cut 18 per cent as compared to the
previous year, and imports of consumption goods
were reduced by 25 per cent, to a total for the
year of only 107,000,000 rubles.

Owing to the reduction of imports the total
trade turnover showed a slight decline of 14,907,-
000 rubles, or less than one per cent. For the first
quarter of the current fiscal year the trade turn-
over increased over 23 per cent, as compared with
the first quarter of 1928-29. Exports increased
nearly 24 per cent, with a commensurate gain in
the trade balance as compared with last year.
These increases indicate that Soviet foreign trade
will pass the billion dollar mark during the present
year. They foreshadow the beginning of a rapid
expansion in the Soviet market.

The foreign trade for the past two years in ru-
bles has been as follows:

1928-29 1927-28
Exports ...... 877,737,000 777,849,000
lmports ...... 829,903,000 944,705,000
Total .... 1,707,640,000 1,722,654,000

Among foreign countries Germany continued to
hold first place in Soviet trade, furnishing 23 per
cent of Soviet imports and taking 24 per cent of
the exports. Her total turnover was 397,002,000

rubles. England with a turnover of 236,000,000
was in second place, taking 22 per cent of So-
viet exports, but furnishing only 5 per cent of
the imports. The United States, with a turnover
of 191,394,000 rubles, stood third in Soviet trade.
The United States provided 18 per cent of the im-
ports and took 4 per cent of the exports. Imports
from Persia, the fourth country, were nearly 50
per cent greater in value than those from Great
Britain.

Under the five-year plan Soviet imports in 1932-
33 are scheduled to be about double those of last
year. The imports of machinery and equipment
will be drawn largely from Germany, the United
States and England. The relative position of im-
ports from each of these countries during the past
three years will give some indication of how these
increasing purchases will be made.

During the past four years Soviet imports from
the three countries were drawn in about the fol-
lowing ratio: Germany 8, United States 6, Eng-
land 3. During this period the United States has
gained little on Germany, while imports from Eng-
land have fallen by 65 per cent. It has generally
been assumed that the bulk of equipment pur-
chased abroad by the Soviet Union comes from
the United States. That is not the case. Not
only have the purchases in the United States dur-
ing the past four years been materially smaller
than those in Germany, but over 40 per cent of
the value of imports from the United States have
been represented by raw cotton which cannot be
purchased elsewhere. Owing to the expansion of
cotton growing in the Soviet Union these pur-

- chases have already begun to decline, with a com-

mensurate increase in the proportion of purchases
of machinery and equipment.

The following table gives Soviet imports from
Germany, United States and England, for the past
four Soviet fiscal years, in thousands of rubles:

Soviet Imports from

Germany U.Ss. England

1928-29 ....... 188,465 152,929 44,338
1927-28 ....... 248,433 187,764 47,621
1926-27 ....... 161,646 145,652 101,082
1925-26 ....... 176,079 122,162 129,549
Total ...... 774,523 608,497 322,490

The following table gives Soviet exports to
Germany, United States and England, for the past
four Soviet fiscal years, in thousands of rubles:

Soviet Exports to
Germany U.s England

1928-29 ....... 208,537 38.,4(:39 192,603
1927-28 ....... 186,152 27,917 150,773
1926-27 ....... 169,114 23,207 198,613
1925-26 ....... 111,618 30,666 194,049

Total ...... 675,421 120,259 735,938
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The abrupt drop in Soviet imports from England
after 1925-26 was due to temporary causes which
put a severe handicap on trade. England’s need
for certain Soviet products, such as timber, food-
stuffs and oil products, was sufficient virtually to
overcome the handicap as far as Soviet exports
to England were concerned. Soviet import busi-
ness could more advantageously be placed else-
where, and the bulk of it was absorbed by Ger-
many, which made special efforts to annex it by
advancing credit facilities, etc. It is to be ex-
pected that during the next few years Soviet pur-
chases in England will gain materially, in respect
to purchases in Germany and the United States.
By 1932-33 annual imports to the Soviet Union
from the three countries should be approximately
$500,000,000. Many considerations will. dictate
the sources from which this business will be
drawn, under the general axiom that trade follows
the channels of least resistance.

Bogdanov Appointed Amtorg

Chairman

ETER A. BOGDANOV, who arrived from the
Soviet Union about three weeks ago, has been
elected Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Amtorg Trading Corporation to succed Saul
G. Bron, who has been appointed Soviet trade
representative to Great Britain. Mr. Bogdanov
bhas already taken office and Mr. Bron has
sailed for London. The Amtorg Trading Cor-
poration is the principal company represent-
ing industrial and trading organizations of the
U. S. S. R. in this country. In the calendar year
1929, the business of the company amounted to

$115,000,000 out of the total turnover of $155,- -

000,000 for Soviet-American trade. Before the
war the annual Russian-American trade averaged
$46,000,000.

Mr. Bron, who retired as Chairman of the Am-
torg after serving for nearly three years, in re-
viewing the development of Soviet-American
trade before his departure, said:

“The rapid growth of Soviet-American trade
is shown by the fact that the business of the Am-
torg has doubled since 1927. From a compara-
tively insignificant organization formed six years
ago, the Amtorg Trading Corporation has de-
veloped into probably the largest exporting or-
ganization for American industrial and agricul-
tural equipment.

“In leaving this country I wish to say that it
has been my privilege to work with a number of
your leading men in the field of business and it
is, to a great extent, their wholehearted coopera-
tion that has made possible the notable develop-
ment of Soviet-American business relations.”
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Mr. Bogdanov, who was formerly the head of
the Soviet Supreme Economic Council, stated:

“It is a source of gratification that Soviet-
American economic and technical relations have
expanded so greatly during the past few years.
The fact that since its inauguration Soviet-
American trade has amounted to over $600,000,-
000, of which exports from this country made up
about three-fourths, and that technical assist-
ance agreements are in force with over forty im-
portant American engineering and manufactur-
ing firms, indicates the considerable significance
of the economic relations established.

“The process of intensive, large-scale indus-
trial and agricultural development which the
Soviet Union is now undergoing in connection
with the Five-Year Plan, which estimates total
capital investments of $33,000,000,000 for eco-
nomic upbuilding, is preparing the ground for
the further development of business relations be-
tween the Soviet Union and the United States.
If American industrial and financial circles will
to a greater extent adapt their methods to the
conditions and requirements of the Soviet Union,
there is every reason to regard the past progress
in the trade and technical relations with this
country as only the forerunner of much broader
relations in the future.”

Mr. Bogdanov was born in 1882 of the family
of a well-known Moscow merchant and public
man. In 1909, he graduated from the Moscow
Technical Institute as mechanical engineer. For
a number of years he was connected with the
Moscow Municipal Administration in various en-
gineering positions. Since 1918, he has been
actively engaged in the upbuilding of Soviet in-
dustry, first, as director of a chemical trust, then
as head of the Metal Division of the Supreme
Economic Council, later (1921-25) as Chairman
of that body and, since 1925, in charge of the
economic and administrative activities of the
North Caucasus Region.

Mr. Bogdanov was appointed head of the
Supreme Economic Council of the U. S. S. R. in
1921, after the introduction of the New Eco-
nomic Policy, and under his supervision the re-
organization of Soviet industry from the war
basis to its present commercial basis was ef-
fected. From 1925 to 1929, he was Chairman of
the Regional Administration of the Northern
Caucasus Region. This region, with a population
of 8,500,000, is one of the important agricultural
and industrial sections of the country, including
the Grozny oil fields, the anthracite coal mines of
the Donetz Basin, a number of agricultural] ma-
chinery factories and the “Giant” State farm,
the largest in the world, with an area of 500,000
acres.

Mr. Bron, before coming to the United States,
was for two years head of the Exportkhleb, the
Soviet Grain Exporting Organization, and for
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four years Commissar for Foreign Trade for the
Ukraine. He was at one time also a member of
the Collegium of the Commissariat for Trade of
the U. S. S. R. and a director of the Bank for
Foreign Trade. He received much of his educa-
tion in Germany, France, and Switzerland, tak-
ing the degree of Doctor of Philosophy at the
Universities of Zurich and Kiev. He is a member
of the American Academy of Political Science
and the National Geographic Society. '

The Bessedowsky Case

N January 8th, the Supreme Court of the
U. S. S. R. tried the case of Gregory Bes-
gsedowsky, former counselor of the Soviet Em-
bassy in France, accused of “obtaining and squan-
dering in Paris the sum of $15,274 out of the
government funds in his care, while he was oc-
cupying the post of chargé d’affaires in the ab-
sence of the regular diplomatic representative.”
The Bessedowsky Case would in no way differ
from many other cases of embezzlement of pub-
lic funds if Bessedowsky had not attempted
to escape legal consequences under the screen of
a political scandal. But Bessedowsky mis-
calculated. The trial showed that this affair
went far beyond the limits of *Chapter 2, Article
116 of the Criminal Code of the R. S. F. S. R.
Through the testimony of the witnesses, who
were present, a number of irrefutable documents
and on the written evidence of absent witnesses,
Bessedowsky was pictured not only as a thief and
embezzler, but as a traitor as well, who betrayed
the interests of the Soviet Republic in order to
procure funds for gay living.

In the course of the trial, not only were the ac-
tual facts of the case established, but the hypo-
crisy of Bessedowsky’s attempt to establish him-
self in the public opinion of Europe as a martyr to
his political differences with his government was
clearly exposed.

It was brought out in the evidence that
Bessedowsky was actually a political chameleon,
changing his color in accordance with his environ-
ment. Before 1917, he was a member of the Con-
stitutional Democratic Party (‘“Cadet” Party),
under Kerensky he became a Social Revolutionist,
and after 1918, a Bolshevik.

Gregory Bessedowsky entered the political
arena in 1923, in the Ukrainian Department of
the Commissariat for Foreign Affairs, and after
the organization of the Union he was auto-
matically transferred to the Commissariat for
Foreign Affairs of the U. S. S. R. In October,
1927, he was appointed to the post of counselor to
the Soviet Embassy in France. During the en-

* The clause in the Criminal Code referring to misuse
of funds or falsification of documents by persons holding
official position.
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tire period of his Soviet service Bessedowsky
never once made the statement that he was in
disagreement with the line of the party. During
the Trotsky dispute he came out against the left
opposition, and later fought against right ten-
dencies in the party. Thus, as all Bessedowsky’s
co-workers in Paris, including the stenographer
who wrote all his letters, testified, Bessedowsky
had never had any “differences” with the party
or with the Soviet Government, and never wrote
letters to any one regarding these ‘‘differences.”
And yet “political disagreement” was the leit-
motif of all his diatribes against the party and
the Soviet Government in his attempts to hide his
treachery.

Employees of the Commissariat for Foreign
Affairs who had come in contact with Bes-
sedowsky had thought of him as a careerist. Their
evidence suggested that he was disappointed in
his ambition, since he had hoped to be not coun-
selor, but diplomatic representative at Paris.
Further evidence, from others who worked with
him, showed that recently Bessedowsky had
more and more neglected his duties, giving
himself up wholly to a life of dissipation which
called for funds far beyond his salary.

So disturbed were the other members of the
embassy by his conduct that when Mr. Dov-
galevsky, the diplomatic representative, arrived
in Moscow, he recommended that Bessedowsky
be recalled from Paris. Instructions were
immediately sent out that Besedowsky, who
as first counselor was fulfilling Mr. Dov-
galevsky’s duties during the absence of the lat-
ter, should immediately turn over the affairs of
the embassy to Mr. Ahrens, the second counselor.
Mr. Roizenman, a member of the collegium of the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspection, who was at
that time in Berlin, was instructed to proceed at
once to Paris to examine the financial affairs at
the embassy.

At the same time Bessedowsky, taking ad-
vantage of the fact that he was acting represen-
tative, attempted to get a check for $15,000 from
the head bookkeeper of the embassy, Mr. Jukov,
on the pretext of urgent expenditures. When
Mr. Jukov objected, Bessedowsky still insisted
that a check for $5,000 be made out, for which
he gave a personal receipt.

Bessedowsky delayed in handing over the
affairs of the embassy to Mr. Ahrens. Having
been informed of this by Mr. Ahrens, the People’s
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs on September
28th, sent a telegram to Paris in which they pro-
posed to Mr. Aherns that in the event of
Bessedowsky’s further refusal to turn over his
duties to him, Bessedowsky should be removed
and the French Foreign Office should be in-
formed that Mr. Ahrens had assumed the
duties of chargé d’affaires. After telling Mr.
Ahrens that he would not leave for Moscow until
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the return of Mr. Dovgalevsky, since he intended
to make such a scandal in Paris before his de-
parture that it would be impossible for any Soviet
representative to remain there, Bessedowsky
sent the following telegram to the Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs:

“This is to inform you that on Monday I shall
write a note to the Foreign Office informing them
that I am leaving for a vacation and leaving Mr.
Ahrens temporarily in charge of affairs. The
outrageous slander which Dovgalevsky has car-
ried on against me has left me in an extremely
nervous condition. I will leave Paris not later
than October 3rd.”

Having received the sum of $454.49 for his trip
to Moscow, Bessedowsky informed the For-
eign Office that he was leaving for a vacation.
Knowing at that time that Mr. Roizenman was
expected in Paris to investigate the accounts of
the embassy, he drew up an act stating that he
had burned vouchers for $10,000. Mr. Roizen-
man testified that after he had arrived he im-
mediately called Bessedowsky to him and after
listening to his confused explanations was
convinced of his guilt. Bessedowsky pleaded
a headache before he had finished his explana-
tions, and asked to be permitted to rest for two
hours before continuing.

In two hours he returned to the embassy with
the police, collected his bags and effects which had
been previously packed and prepared, and moved
to private quarters. The witness, Mr. Roizen-
man, learned only the next day from the news-
papers that Bessedowsky had “escaped” from the
embassy over the fence, with perspiring face and
torn clothing. The witness expressed astonish-
ment that Bessedowsky had found it neces-
sary to climb over the fence when no one had in-
terfered with his departure, and when he might
with perfect ease have called a taxi and concealed
himself somewhere in Paris, where it is not dif-
ficult to hide. This bit of opera bouffé as well
as the ugly newspaper campaign that followed
it were obviously intended to prove that Bes-
sedowsky was a “political offender” and thus
shield him from being brought to trial as an ordi-
nary criminal,

After the charges were brought against
Bessedowsky a telegram was sent to him in Paris
requesting him to choose a lawyer from the Mos-
cow College of Defense Lawyers, and to appear
before the court. Bessedowsky received the tele-
gram, but failed to choose a lawyer or to make his
appearance,

When the witnesses had all presented their
evidence, the presiding judge, Mr. Vasiliev-
Yuzhin, made the following statement:

“From the material that has been presented
the court is convinced that Bessedowsky is not
only an embezzler, but a traitor to the interests
of the Soviet Union. But in the absence of any-
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thing but circumstantial evidence on the latter
point, the court will limit itself to penalizing
Bessedowsky under Chapter II, Article 116 of
the Criminal Code.”

After four hours deliberation the Supreme
Court found Bessedowsky guilty of obtaining
and squandering $15,270. The verdict was
ten years imprisonment, with the confiscation of
all property, and the subsequent deprivation of
all political and civil rights for five years.

New Regulations on Export of Antiques and Art
Objects

The Council of People’s Commissars of the
U. S. S. R. has ruled that visitors to the Soviet
Union may take with them abroad, without spe-
cial permission or license, antiques and works of
art purchased in State and Cooperative stores.
Such articles may be taken abroad upon presen-
tation of the bills issued by the store which sold
the article. The customs duty will be included in
the price of the article and collected by the store.

Antique objects and works of art acquired from
private persons and stores which do not enjoy
the right of exporting articles abroad may be
taken out of the country by special permission
of the Commissariat of Education. In such cases
the customs duty may be paid either at the bor-

. der or in any branch of the State Bank.

The same rules will apply to the export of
precious metals and stones, the value of which,
however, will be included in the amount of foreign
money which may be taken abroad by people leav-
ing the U. S. S. R.
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Miscellaneous News

Resumption of Trans-Siberian Travel over
Chinese-Eastern

Trans-Siberian travel over the Chinese-Eastern
Railway, which was diverted to the Amur line at
the time of the seizure of the Chinese-Eastern by
the Chinese, was resumed on January 22nd. The
former schedule will be continued, trains for
Manchuria leaving Moscow on Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Saturdays, and for Vladivostok on Fri-
days. Trains from Manchuria arrive in Moscow
Tuesdays, Fridays, and Sundays, and trains from
Vladivostok on Thursdays.

The decision to resume operations was made by
the Commissariat of Transport on receipt of a
telegram from Mr. Rudyi, the new Russian man-
ager of the Chinese Eastern Railway requesting
that this be done.

Soviet Inventions

During the past five years over 60,000 ap-
plications for inventions have been received by
the Central Bureau of Workers’ Inventions and
various economic organizations, of which one-
third were received in the past year alone. It is
interesting to note that during the twenty years
preceding the revolution there were altogether
80,000 applications received, making an average
of 4,000 a year, as against 12,000 a year at the
present time.

This growth in inventions is explained by the
fact that the Soviet Union has drawn tens of
thousands of workers into the field of inventing.
Workers’ invention clubs are widely developed in
factories and shops all over the country. In many
parts of the Soviet Union exhibitions of Soviet
inventions are held regularly. There are frequent
conferences of inventors. The press is of enor-
mous help in furthering inventions, and many
valuable proposals come to light through its
support.

The facts for different sections and enterprises
show that inventions developed within the fac-
tories by workers on the job mean an economy of
many millions of rubles to industry annually.
Transport has a particularly high record of in-
ventions. In the past eight years over 10,000 in-
ventions have been offered relating to transport,
of which the major part have been accepted and
are already in use. Important inventions and
discoveries have been made in every branch of
the productive and cultural life of the country,
many of them having world-wide significance. In
order to facilitate the interchange of inventions
with other countries the stock company “Priz”
was organized. This company arranges for the
export of Soviet inventions and their patenting
in other countries.

Soviet Libraries

Along with the unbelievably rapid growth of the
demand for books in the Soviet Union, the num-
ber of libraries in the country is also growing.
This is particularly noticeable in the cultural and
educational work of the trade unions. At the be-
ginning of 1929 there were in the U. S. S. R.
10,000 permanent trade union libraries, with over
20,000,000 books, serving two and a half million
readers. In addition to the stationary trade union
libraries, there were over 22,000 traveling
libraries, with about a million readers, and some
4,000 book distributing points with 150,000 sub-
scribers. In the Trade Union libraries 36 per cent
of all the books belong to the belles lettres genre,
while the remainder are mostly scientific, social,
and political.

If we consider the work of all the libraries in
the Soviet Union the figure is of course consid-
erably higher. It is enough to point out that in
the R. S. F. S. R., alone, there are now over 13,000
stationary libraries, containing over 41,000,000
books. This tremendous network of libraries
growing from year to year, is still far from meet-
ing the need of the working population. Since
the revolution, with the growth of the general
literacy of the population and the awakening of
the masses of the population to wider social in-
terests, whole new sections of the popualtion have
been added to the reading public. There is great
demand for agricultural books in the Soviet towns
and villages, the agricultural laborers and poor
peasants make up the bulk of the readers. The
young peasants are avid for popular scientific
literature.

The Soviet librarian of today is really a teacher,
and is constantly called on to give consultation
and advice, to hold classes, to get up wall news-
papers about books, and to help the readers in
the choice and criticism of books.

Health Conditions in the R. S. F. S. R.

According to data published by the People’s
Commissariat for health of the R. S. F. S. R., im-
provement in health conditions has been particu-
larly noticeable in the larger cities, especially Mos-
cow and Leningrad. The infant mortality in Mos-
cow was 26 per cent in 1913, and in 1928 it was
12.8 per cent. The general death rate in Moscow
in 1913 was 23.1 per thousand, and in 1928 it was
13 per thousand. The improvement in Leningrad
has been almost as great.

The number of epidemic diseases in the R. S. F.
S. R., particularly typhus and smallpox, has
been steadily declining in recent years. This ap-
plies also to tuberculosis and venereal diseases.
The total number of contagious diseases in 1927
was 1,318,000 as compared with 2,658,000 in 1914.
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The general death rate in the R. S. F. S. R. in
1926 amounted to 21.5 per thousand, compared
with 27.9 in pre-revolutionary Russia. Infant
mortality has been reduced to 170 per thousand
as against 275 per thousand before the revolu-
tion.

This improvement in the general health of the
population has been due not only to the steady in-
crease in sanatoriums, hospitals, dispensaries and
health resorts, and the extensive system of social
insurance, but to prophylactic measures such as
the widespread physical culture movement, and
a growing system of sanitary education for the
masses through posters, lectures, pamphlets, cin-
ema and radio.

Life Extension Institute in Moscow

On the initiative of several Soviet professors
a new Life Extension Institute is being organized
in Moscow. The Institute will carry out detailed
research along this line in laboratories and clinics,
and advice on hygiene and diet will be given to
the public on the basis of the results of these
studies. The People’s Commissariat of Health
and several scientific institutions as well as
organs of social insurance are participating in the
organization of the Institute.

Radio in the U, S. S. R.

During the present year not only will the equip-
ment and development of the 215 city re-broad-
casting stations already under construction be
continued, but 530 new stations will be added, 300
of them in the villages. In connection with this
chain of re-broadcasting stations, 340,000 receiv-
ing sets will be installed.

Along with the development of the radio sys-
tem, the Soviet radio industry is increasing its
work. It is manufacturing new high power ampli-
fiers of 10, 30, and 75 watts to equip the larger
city and factory stations.

To form an idea of the extent of radio develop-
ment in the U. S. S. R. projected for the present
year, it is enough to state that over 1,300 tons
of wire are required, one million insulators, sev-
eral thousand kilometers of insulated wire, 225,-
000 amplifying tubes, and so on. The expendi-
tures for the equipment required will amount to
11,500,000,000 rubles,

During the present year the chain of radio sta-
tions will be increased by stations in Leningrad,
Irkutsk, Tashkent, Kiev, Odessa and Erivan.

At the present time there are 61 central broad-
casting stations in the U. S. S. R. There are 59
radio-telegraph stations with 84 transmitters,
over 200 receiving stations, 580 private short
wave transmitters, and over 200 public ones. The
unimaginably swift development of radio in the
Soviet Union will soon bring the U. S. S. R.
abreast of the foremost countries in the world in
this respect.
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Inter-Planetary Communication

A section of Inter-planetary Communication
has been organized at Leningrad University. On
its staff are astronomers, mechanics, physicists,
geo-physicists, chemists, and so on. Teachers and
scientific workers and students from the various
departments interested may be members of this
section. There will be lectures, seminars, re-
search work, and a special library on inter-plane-
tary communication will be established.

Exchange of Books with Foreign Countries

During 1928-29, the Central Book Chamber of
the R. S. F. S. R., exchanged 78,399 books with
other countries, as against 70,676 books ex-
changed the year before.

Soviet books were sent to 120 of the foremost
foreign libraries. First place in the exchange of
books with the U. S. S. R., was held by the United
States and Germany, the German Notgemein-
schaft taking 33,750 books, and the Congressional
Library in Washington, 20,906 books.

New Cultural Institutions in the U. S. S. R.

An “Institute of Public Hygiene” has com-
menced work in Moscow. The aim of the institute
is to increase the working population’s knowledge
of sanitation and hygiene. Its program includes
a study of the level of understanding of problems
of hygiene among different groups of the popula-
tion, working out methods for education and
training in hygiene, training of the necessary
workers in this field, research work, and so on.
In connection with the institute, a theater and a
poster workshop have been organized.

“Palace of the Sun”

The construction of a scientific “Palace of the
Sun” has been completed in Slutske (formerly
Pavlovsk), equipped according to the plans of the
famous physicist Prof. Kalatin. The purpose of
the “Palace of the Sun” is to make a careful study
of solar energy, a problem of immense importance
to agriculture, biology, medicine, and technology.

Lumber Resources of the North

One-third of all forests of the world are in the
Soviet Union. The center of the lumber industry
of the U. S. S. R. is the Far North, where 77 per
cent of the entire area of 1,093,000 square kilo-
meters is woodland. The saw mills of this region
produce 40 per cent of the lumber exported from
the Soviet Union.

In the five-year plan a billion rubles is assigned
for the economic development of the Northern
Region, of which 430,000,000 rubles will be in-
vested in the lumber industry alone. A series of
new saw mills and cellulose “combinats” will be
constructed, and the old plants will be rebuilt
according to new technical methods. The whole
Northern region will be converted into a vast
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Jumber combine. At the present time serious at-
tention is being directed to the lumber campaign,
which will employ 300,000 lumberjacks, drivers
and other workers. The Communist Youth
League and other organizations are organizing
“shock troops” to send to the North woods to
help put the campaign through.

The Spring Sowing Campaign

Energetic preparations for the spring sowing
campaign are going on throughout the Soviet
Union. In accordance with the Government’s plan
the sowing area in the spring of 1930, must be
enlarged by 11 per cent, or over 90 million hec-
tares.

The collectives already include over 10 per cent
of all the peasant households, or about 13 million

people.

In the spring sowing campaign the collective
households have a sowing area of over 30 million
hectares, while according to the five-year plan
the sowing area was expected to reach only 24
million hectares by 1932-33.

The chief grain regions of the U. S. S. R—
Northern Caucasus, Middle Volga, Lower Volga—
will be completely collectivized by 1930. The col-
lectivisation of other regions will be completed by
the autumn of 1931.

The area of spring crops in the big grain farms
will cover not less than 8 million hectares as
against 2.6 million hectares which were allotted
in the plan.

The Government has assigned 814 million ru-
bles for financing the spring sowing campalgn
including 500 million rubles for the collective sec-
tion. Individual households and collective house-
holds will be helped to the extent of over 140 mil-
lion rubles.

In order to secure an opportunity for the new
collective households to continue the sowing cam-
paign without interruption, the organization of
their fields will be carried on throughout the win-
ter. For this purpose all forces and means will be
devoted to regions with collective households.
Twenty-five thousand workers will be sent from
main industrial centers to help collective groups
which are in need of qualified workers and or-
ganizers.

In addition to 38,000 tractors which are now
already in villages, 25,000 new tractors will be
sent during the spring sowing campaign to help
peasants who also will receive agricultural ma-
chinery amounting to 200 million rubles.

Chicherin Returns to Moscow

George Chicherin, People’s Commissar for For-
eign Affairs of the Soviet Union, has recently
returned to Moscow after an extended course of
treatment at Wiesbaden.

~
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Exploitation of Kamchatka and Sakhalin
Resources

Kamchatka’s principal industry is fishing. The
Kamchatka Stock Co. has developed six new fish-
eries during the past year. Last year nine and a
half million rubles were invested in the canning
industry of Kamchatka compared with four and
a half million rubles the year before. The year’s
production of the canning industry was 300,000
cases valued at eight million rubles. The Kam-
chatka Stock Co. is now exploiting nine fishing
regions as against four last year.

The Kamchatka Stock Co. also engages in whal-
ing and deer breeding and is building factories
for the production of canned meat, chamois, ete.
The Company is also mining coal in Korf Bay
and on Anadyr. During the past year the Kam-
chatka timber output was doubled.

Kamchatka’s exports for 1928-29 amounted to
9,700,000 rubles as against 2,500,000 rubles the
year before.

Kamchatka’s rapid economic development has
resulted in a growth of maritime shipping which
the Petropavlovsk Port is no longer able to han-
d}lle.t 1‘? new port is now being built in Ust-Kam-
chatsk.

A considerable increase has been made in this
year’s appropriations for Kamchatka’s industries,
and special funds are being used also for the pro-
motion of agriculture on the Peninsula.

Like Kamchatka, Sakhalin engages chiefly in
fishing. This year Soviet Sakhalin is expected
to produce nine million rubles worth of fish prod-
ucts. The island also presents extensive oppor-
tunities for the exploitation of lumber and coal.
The production of lumber is expected to reach
three million cubic meters, while the coal output
should reach 1,200,000 tons.

In view of the increase of cargoes the construc-
tion of the port in Alexandrovsk on Sakhalin is
being rushed and will be completed in 1930-31.

This year’s investment of capital in the indus-
tries controlled by the Sakhalin Stock Co. is
estimated at 18,100,000 rubles

The Government has decided, in addition to ex-
tending increased industrial and agricultural cred-
its to Kamchatka and Sakhalin to assist in the
colonization of these provinces and the organiza-
tion of a system of medical and cultural insti-
tutions.

It has also been decided to build a railway to
connect Alexandrovsk with Okha.

Changes in Soviet Diplomatic Service

Mr. V. A. Antonov-Ovseyenko has been relieved
of the post of diplomatic representative of the
U. S. S. R. in Lithuania, and appointed diplomatic
representative to Poland.
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Books and Pamphlets About the U. 8. 8. R. in the English Language

Ten Days that Shook the World, by John Reed. Inter-
national Publishers, New York.

Russia in 1919, by Arthur Ransome. B. W. Huebsch,
New York, 1919.

The Bullitt Mission to Russia. Testimony before the
Committee on Foreign Relations, United States
Senate, of William C. Bullitt. B. W. Huebsch, New
York, 1919.

Lenin, the Man and His Work, by Albert Rhys Williams,
and Impressions by Raymond Robins and Arthur
Ransome. Scott and Seltzer, New York, 1919.

Russian-American Relations, March, 1917-March, 1920,
Documents and Papers, Compiled and Edited by C.
K. Cumming and Walter W. Pettit. Harcourt,
Brace and Howe, New York, 1920.

Fighting Without a War, An Account of Military Inter-
vention in North Russia, by Ralph Albertson, Har-
court, Brace and Howe, New York, 1920.

The Russian Workers' Republic, by H. N. Brailsford. -

Harper and Brothers, New York, 1921.

Through the Russian Revolution, by Albert Rhys Wil- -

liams. Boni and Liveright, New York, 1921.

The Russian Soviet Republic, by Bdward A. Ross. The .,

Century Co.,, New York, ]1923.

The First Time in History, by Anna Louise Strong.

Boni and Liveright, New York, 1924.

New Constitution of the Soviet Union. Soviet Union
Information Bureau, Washington, 1924.

The Cooperative Movement in Russia, by Elsie T. Blanc.
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1924.

Leon Trotsky: Problems of Life. George Doran Co.,
New York, 1926; Literature and Revolution, Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1925; Lenin. Min-
ton Balch & Co., New York, 1926; Whither Russia?
International Publishers, New York, 1926.

The New Theatre and Cinema in Russia, by Huntly
Carter. International Publishers, New York, 1925.

Education in Soviet Russia, by Scott Nearing. Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1926.

Broken Earth, by Maurice Hindus. International Pub-
lishers, New York, 1926.

Oil Imperialism—The International Struggle for Pe-
troleum, by Louis Fischer, International Publishers,
New York, 1926.

State Capitalism in Russia; The Soviet Economic Sys-
tem in Operation, 1917-1926, by Savel Zimand. Pub-
lished by the Research Department of the Foreign
Policy Association, New York, 1926.

Anti-Soviet Forgeries, A Record of Some of the Forged
Documents Used at Several Times Against the
Soviet Government. Workers' Publications, Ltd.,
London, England, 1927.

Modern Russian Composers, by Leonid Sabaneyef. Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1927.

On the Steppes, A Russian Diary, by James N. Rosen-
berg. Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1927.

The Russian Land, by Albert Rhys Williams. New Re-
public, Inc.,, New York, 1927.

Russia After Ten Years, Report of the American Trade
Union Delegation to the Soviet Union. International
Publishers, New York, 1927.

Soviet Russia in the Second Decade; Edited by Stuart
Chase, Robert Dunn and R. G. Tugwell of the Tech-
nical Staff of the First American Trade Union
Delegation to the Soviet Union. John Day Com-
pany, New York, 1928.

Russian Poetry—An Anthology, chosen and translated
by Babhette Deutsch and Avrahm Yarmolinsky. Inter-
national Publishers, New York, 1927.-

Memoirs of a Revolutionist, by Vera Figner. Interna-
tional Publishers, New York, 1927.

Present Day Russia, by Ivy Lee. Macmillan Company,
New York, 1928.

The New Kducation in the Soviet Republie, by Albert P.
Pinkeviteh. John Day Company. New York, 1929.

Anna Louise Strong: How the Communists Rule Russia;
Marriage and Morals in Soviet Russia; How Busi-
ness {s Carried on in Soviet Russia; Workers' Life in
Soviet Russia; Peasant Life in Soviet Russia. Little
Blue Books. Haldeman Julius, Girard, Kansas, 1927.

Vanguard Studies of Soviet Russia. The Vanguard
Press, New York, 1927-28: How the Soviets Work,
by H. N. Brailsford.—The Economic Organization
of the Soviet Union, by Scott Nearing and Jack
Hardy.—Village Life Under the Soviets, by Karl
Borders.—Religion under the Soviets, by Julius F.
Hecker.—Soviet Russia and Her Neighbors, by R.
Page Arnot.—Soviet Trade Unions, by Robert W.
Dunn.—Women in Soviet Russia, by Jessica Smith.—
New Schools in New Russia, by Lucy L. W. Wil-
son.—Health Work in Soviet Russia, by Anna J.
Haines.—Liberty under the Soviets, by Roger N.
Baldwin.—The Jews and Other Minor Nationalities
under the Soviets, by Avrahm Yarmolinsky.

Economic Statistics of the Soviet Union. Amtorg Trad-
ing Corporation, New York, 1928.

Labor Protection in Soviet Russia, by George M. Price.
International Publishers, New York, 1928.

Illustrated History of the Russian Revolution, 1917-1927.
Ten Years’ Progress Reported by Authoritative
Russian Leaders, 2 Vols. International Publishers,
New York, 1928.

“Russian Economic Development Since the Revolution, by

Maurice Dobb, E. P. Dutton & Company, New York,
1928.

American Policy Toward Russia Since 1917, by Dr. Fred
L. Schuman. International Publishers, New York,
1928.

Guide Book to the Soviet Union. International Pub-
lishers, New York, 1928.

Dreiser Looks at Russia, by Theodore Dreiser. Horace
Liveright, New York, 1928.

Lenin, by Valeriu Marcu. Macmillan Company, New
York, 1928.

Soviet Union Year Book, by A. A. Santalov and Louis
Segal. George Allen & Unwin, Ltd., London, Eng-
land, 1929. (May be obtained from Amtorg Publish-
ing Division, 136 Liberty Street, New York Clity.
$2.50). :

Impressions of Soviet Russia and the Revolutionary
World, by John Dewey. New Republic, Inc., New
York, 1929.

The Soviet Union; Reference Book on the U. S. 8. R.
Soviet Union Information Bureau, Washington, 1929.

Civie Training in Soviet Russia, by Samuel N. Harper.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1929.

The Curious Lottery, by Walter Duranty. Coward Me-
Cann, New York, 1929.

Vagabonding at Fifty, by Helen Calista Wilson and Elsle
Reed Mitchell. Coward McCann, New York, 1929.
Soviet Union & Peace, A collection of official documents
regarding peace and disarmament, 1917-1929, Inter-

national Publishers, New York, 1929,

Revolution of 1917, by V. I. Lenin, Volume XX of Col-
lected Works—2 vols. International Publishers, New
York, 1929.

A Girl in Soviet Russia, by Andrgée Viollis. Thomas Y.
Crowell Co., New York, 1929,

The Soviet Union Looks Ahead. The Five Year Plan
for Economic Construction. Horace Liveright, New
York, 1929.

The Red Star in Samarkand, by Anna Louise Strong.
Coward McCann, New York, 1929,

Humanity Uprooted, by Maurice Hindus, Johnathan
Cape and Harrison Smith. New York., 1929.

Russia from a Car Window, by Oswald Garrison Villard.
The Nation. New York, 1929,

The Soviet Union at Work, charts and diagrams com-
piled by Albert A, Johnzon. A. A. Johnson and
Associates, Springfield, Mass., 1929,
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Recent Developments

HE Soviet press for the past month reflects

an intense preoccupation throughout the
whole country with the problem of meeting the
demands of the five-year program for increased
industrial production, of transforming the old
agricultural system to the new collective basis,
and a complete reconstruction of old ways of life
along socialist lines.

Industrial Progress

Reports of industrial results for the first quar-
ter of the present fiscal year show increased pro-
duction and lowered costs in almost every branch.
Industrial production has been increased 27 per
cent in this period, and costs have been lowered
4.6 per cent. However, far more concern is ex-
pressed over the fact that these results are a few
per cent under the requirements of the plan than
satisfaction over the progress that has been made,
and the papers are full of the usual “self-critic-
ism,” mercilessly exposing all defects and failures
and urging increased efforts. Special attention is
being paid to the speeding up of coal and steel
production. The timber and cotton programs are
behind schedule because of an actual labor short-
age. The unemployment situation of a short time
ago is rapidly reversing itself, and it has already
become a problem to find sufficient labor power
to man all the new industrial undertakings.
Transport is perhaps the most serious problem
at the present time. Reconstruction and expan-
sion of the old inadequate system have not been
able to keep up with industrial production and
the growing demands of the population for goods

in the Soviet Union

and products. A Soviet railroad commission,
headed by D. E. Sulimov, Assistant Commissar
for Transportation, is now in the United States
making an intensive study of American railway
organization and mechanical equipment,

Agricultural Collectives

The sweep of the peasants into the collective
movement continues far in excess of all expecta-
tions. According to the latest reports over half
of all the peasant households in the Soviet Union
are organized into collectives. Recent heavy
snows, falling on individual and collective fields
alike, and protecting the fall sown grain, have re-.
assured thousands of doubting peasants who had
been warned, at the instigation of the village
kulaks, that God would punish those who joined
collectives by ruining their crops. The mild win-
ter leaving only a light covering of snow had
given credence to their words. But since the snow-
fall many who had held back are flocking under
the collective banner and have applied to have
their individual fields thrown together, to be
plowed by tractors this spring as one great field.

The Central Executive Committee of the
U. S. S. R. has passed a new decree relat-
ing to the tasks of the local Soviets in connec-
tion with the extensive collectivization movement
in agriculture. The issuance of the decree was
the result of the decision of a conference of repre-
sentatives of the different Republics of the Union
and of town and village Soviets.

According to the decree the village Soviets will
take the leadership in the movement to organize
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collective farms and to promote the progress of so-
cialization. The village Soviet is vested with the
power of distributing the land and insuring its
rational exploitation in collective farms. The vil-
lage Soviet is also to focus its attention on the
preparation of the production programs of the
collective farms and to see that the collectives
fulfill their obligations to the state.

The poor and middle farmers are to be en-
couraged to join collective farms, but the attempts
of the kulaks to ge$ into collectives and to inter-
fere with their work are to be opposed.

Each village Soviet is to have its own budget,
and to have charge of all cultural, educational and
social institutions, local improvements, and so on.
Those Soviets which fail to adapt themselves to
the new tasks arising out of the collective move-
ment are to be dissolved, and new elections are to
be held.

Grain collections for 1929 increased by 56 per
cent over the preceding year, and the program for
the current year was not only completed but ex-
ceeded on February 1st, whereas in previous
years the collection of grain has dragged on until
the summer.

Socialist Reconstruction

The emphasis is not on economic development
alone, however. No less attention is being paid
to the socialist reconstruction of daily life, the
satisfaction of cultural and recreational needs. A
special commission on the improvement of labor
and living conditions has been organized under
the Central Executive Committee of the U. S.
S. R., which is concerned with problems of so-
cializing household functions, the organization of
factory kitchens and cooperative dining rooms,
large central laundries and the establishment of
more day nurseries and kindergartens.

Numerous new communities and cities are
springing up around the new industrial enter-
prises and giant power plants. With large num-
bers of workers flooding into these districts and
having to be housed quickly, some of these have
developed in a rather hasty and planless manner.
A recent government decree has provided for spe-
cial organizations to take charge of the planning
and development of these cities along definite
socialist lines. Such socialist cities are being de-
veloped in Stalingrad, Magnitogorsk, Nijni-
Novgorod, in connection with the Dnieprostroy
project in the Ukraine, in the Kuznetsky Basin
and in the Don Basin.

One of the most extensive of these projects is
already under way at Stalingrad. Stalingrad,
with its huge tractor factory, its lumber, chem-
ical, and other industries, all built around a single
power base, its railroad and river routes to all
parts of the country, is becoming one of the most
important industrial centers of the Soviet Union.
Five new cities are being developed here. Their
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construction is being concentrated in the hands
of a single organization “Stalingradstroy” which
is directing the building of these cities as one
gigantic enterprise, combining factories and
shops, housing projects, schools, social and cul-
tural institutions, public utilities—all the insti-
tutions required to serve all the needs of the pop-
ulation. These cities are planned with the idea
of eventually eliminating entirely individual
kitchens and laundries, and providing that all
kinds of household service be handled collectively.

The Mothers’ and Babies’ Department of the
Commissariat of Health was asked to work out
a plan for the construction of these cities which
would provide the best possible conditions for
mothers and young children. Their proposal,
which has already been adopted in some cases,
was that the basic unit be a block of several five
or six-story houses containing all facilities for
collectivized household processes, and a special
section for children from one to four, where the
children would not only be cared for by trained
people during the day, but would sleep at night,
remaining, however, in close contact with their
parents by being in the same building.

No plan has been adopted as final. There are
numerous discussions regarding the application of
socialist theory to life, and much of the new so-
cialist construction is necessarily experimental.
The features that are common to all of these new
communities, however, are the large areas set
aside for gardens and recreation grounds, the cen-
tral dining rooms and laundries, nurseries, librar-
ies, club roooms, and theaters. The tendency is
to limit the new cities to from 100,000 to 120,000
inhabitants, to separate the residential from the
factory districts by parks and boulevards, and to
combine as many of the attributes of city and
country life as possible. An agricultural social-
ist city is to be built in Khopersk, the first
county to be completely collectivized. The five-
year plan provides for the construction of two
hundred new socialist cities by 1933. Meantime
many projects are under way to adopt the old
cities to the socialization program.

A typical example of these projects is a Com-
munal Home for workers adapted in every way
to a socialized plan of life which has just
been completed. It is a four-story apartment
house in the “Zamoskvarechye” workers’ district
of Moscow, with a hundred and twenty apart-
ments.

This apartment house will be occupied by work-
ers from nearby factories who participated in
making the plans according to which it was built,
and which provides for the maximum possible
“collectivization” of houshold processes ordinarily
carried on in each individual apartment.

Just beyond the main vestibule is a large din-
ing hall which can accommodate 1,500 people. The
large modern kitchen is equipped not only to
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serve meals in the dining hall, but to provide meals
to be sent to the apartments of those who for
reasons of health or inclination prefer to eat in
privacy.

The floor above is given over to a large audi-
torium, smaller clubrooms, and an attractively
decorated rest room. On the other floors, in addi-
tion to the living apartments, there is a ‘““Mothers’
and Infants Room,” a “Pioneer Room,” and a
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large gymnasium, with a sun parlor adjoining,
fitted with small booths for individual sun baths,
and showers. The roof has been equipped for
summer moving pictures.

Wings have been built to the first floor, to be
devoted especially to the children. Here are day
nurseries to accommodate fifty or sixty children,
a kindergarten, play rooms, dormitories and
baths.

Municipal Finance 1n the U. S. S. R

NDER the Soviet Government the powers and

the functions of municipal government have
been greatly increased as compared with Tsarist
days. Special attention has been paid in the past
ten years to establishing a firm financial basis Jor
city administration and development. Regular
sources of revenue have been turned over to thre
city Soviets to manage, and individual city budg-
ets have been drawn up.

All municipal enterprises and property are un-
der the control of the City Soviets. The revenues
from all public utilities, buildings, commercial en-
terprises, markets and large land enterprises, are
turned into the city budget, as well as local muni-
cipal taxes, a portion of the state taxes and duties
collected in the cities and certain deductions from
state trading taxes.

The city Soviets have made large capital in-
vestments in building and public utilities and have
wide powers in making loans and in distributing
revenue. At present the basic capital of the mu-
nicipal housing fund totals almost two billion ru-
bles (or about $1,000,000,000), while that of the
public utilities is over a billion rubles.

The growth in expenditures for public utilities
has increased very rapidly, the amount having
doubled in the period from 1924-25 to 1926-27.
‘In the Soviet Union this growth is reflected in
expansion of the city budgets, just as in the
United States it would be reflected in an expan-
sion in the public utility corporations. The city
budgets increased by 37.5 per cent in 1925-26, and
by 30 per cent in 1926-27. By 1927-28 the muni-
cipal budgets reached the pre-war level, and prog-
ress since then has taken them considerably be-
vond it. Last vear the city budgets amounted to
more than a billion rubles, or more than 44 per
cent of all local budgets. This is particularly
striking in view of the fact that the process of
reconstruction has been carried on almost entirely
on the hasis of the internal resources of the coun-
try, whereas the public utilities in pre-war days
were largely in foreign hands.

Over 30 per cent of the city income is obtained
from revenue from municipal enterprises, 26 per

cent is derived from municipal property, and 25
per cent from government taxes and individual
local taxes and collections.

Many changes have taken place in the composi-
tion of city income under the Soviet Government.
The role of loans has greatly decreased as com-
pared with pre-revolutionary times. The large
increase in the income from municipal enterprises
is the result of the municipalization of the housing
fund, chiefly of buildings used for commercial pur-
poses, which furnish a large source of income for
the local municipal administration.

All revenue from municipal enterprises and
public utilities is re-invested in these departments
and for municipal improvements. But this is not
sufficient, and large sums from the general city
budget are spent annually for this purpose as well.
Now that new construction has replaced the wide-
spread destruction of municipal enterprises dur-
ing the years of war and civil struggle, there is
every prospect that these enterprises will be self-
supporting in the future.

A Central Bank of Municipal Economy and
Housing was organized in 1924 with the aim of
furnishing credits to municipal enterprises, and
branches have been established in a number of
cities. These banks furnish credits to local in-
dustries and trade as well as public utilities and
housing. Long term credit operations have been
noticeably extended in the past few years, and
the capitalization has increased.

The present program for industrialization
has brought up new problems for extending mu-
nicipal construction, and in this :onnection the
question of interesting foreign capital arises. A
general plan has been drawn up for concessions
in municipal transport, city electric stations, wa-
ter supply and sewerage systems, gas works,
slaughter-houses and auxiliary enterprises.

In spite of the fact that the number of street
car lines has considerably increased as compared
with pre-war, the condition of municipal trans-
port is very acute as a result of the extraordinary
growth of the urban population. Plans are under
way for the construction of a subway in Moscow,
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two interurban railway lines, and sixteen new
street car lines. The amount of capital invest-
ment required for these projects is about 120,000,-
000 rubles.

‘Sewage disposal was one of the least organized
and backward branches of city administration
prior to the revolution. Only nineteen cities in
the Russian Empire had regular sewerage sys-
tems. The situation has greatly improved, but
there is still much to be done in this field. Present
plans call for the construction of twenty-one new
systems.

Altogether the plans for the development of
municipal enterprises with concession capital
would require an investment of about 400,000,000
rubles in the immediate future.

The whole problem of municipal construction
is undergoing important changes in connection
with the five-year plan. Certain cities of purely
administrative importance, with no industrial or
commercial significance are dying out. Industrial
sections where public utilities have been in the
most elementary state up to the present time are
rapidly growing up, and a number of entirely
new cities are being built in localities where the
new industrial enterprises are centered.

Housing Program

HE chief place in the new housing program

is held by large scale building carried out
through the city soviets, government organiza-
tions, or housing cooperatives. This type of build-
ing requires enormous capitalization, and al-
though the amount expended by the government
for this purpose increases year by year, it will be
some time before it is possible to fully meet the
housing needs of the workers.

In view of this the attention of the Soviet Gov-
ernment has been directed to certain forms of sub-
sidiary building which, although on a small scale,
may still be of assistance in increasing housing
facilities. Foremost among this type of housing
is building done by workers and employees for
their own individual needs. Certain special legis-
lation has been passed for the regulation of this
type of building. In 1927 a decree was issued
providing for individual building by workers of
houses for themselves, not to be used for profit
through sale or renting. (Decree of the R: S. F.
S. R. on “Regulation of Individual Workers’
Hs%us);ing,?’ Collected Laws, 1927, No. 99, article
663.

The decree provided certain exemptions and
privileges in connection with building of this kind.
Thus, in view of the shortage of building mate-
rials on the epen market, individual workers wish-
ing to build may procure materials through the
Central or Local Housing Cooperative Associa-
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tions. In connection with the decree special in-
structions were issued regarding the setting aside
of a certain fund of land in each locality, to be
used for this purpose, this land to be set aside
in accordance with the plan of the given city or
town with due consideration for the development
and well-being of the latter. The decree provides
that such building shall not be permitted as a
general rule on the territory of industrial enter-
prises or on land reserved for transport.

Since individual housing cannot, through lack
of means, be held to the high technical and sani-
tary standards required for larger housing proj-
ects, Gosplan has worked out, on the basis of the
above-mentioned decree, certain minimum norms
which must be fulfilled by the individual builders
in order to obtain the necessary credits through
the municipal banks or the workers’ housing fund.

In order to stimulate individual building special
arrangements have been made to set aside a fund
for this purpose in the Municipal Banks, and
through the Housing Cooperatives. Credits for
individual building are extended, however, only in
those regions where State and Cooperative hous-
ing projects are unable to meet the housing needs
of the working population. Loans are given for
a period not exceeding ten years. In order to
procure a loan anyone wishing to build must sign
a separate contract, covering the following points:
1. the prospective builder must invest a sum
amounting to at least 30 per cent of the total cost
of the building; 2. the minimum sanitary and
technical norms established by Gosplan must be
observed; 3. the building must be kept in good
repair by the owner until the loan has been paid
in full; 4. the building must be insured.

The contracts for the use of land for building
are made out for definite terms of years, due on
the one hand to the fact that the type of individ-
ual houses built now will probably not fit into the
types of social organization which are developing,
and might hinder large-scale building operations,
and on the other to the fact that land set aside for
individual housing now may be destined for some
other use later in the city and town plans. Con-
tracts for stone and concrete houses, therefore, are
limited to a maximum of 65 years, for buildings of
part stone and part wood, to 60 years, and wooden
buildings to 50. These periods apply to new build-
ings only. In the case of rebuilding, repairing or
building additions to already existing buildings,
the contract is limited to two-thirds of the above
mentioned periods. '

In addition to building by individual workers,
groups of four or five workers’ families not be-
longing to any workers’ housing cooperative, are
encouraged, for the sake of economy, and the more
rational use of the land set aside for this purpose,
to cooperate in building. Such groups, wishing
either to build a group of houses, or to build a
single house for the use of several families, are
given preference in choice of land and materials.
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The Moscow Service Bureau

O be all things to all people is the task the
“Moscow Service Bureau” has undertaken to
perform.

If you are preparing a lecture, or writing a
book or are just curious, and want a certain piece
of information, you simply call the bureau, and in
nine cases out of ten you will get an answer within
two or three minutes without leaving the phone.

The bureau answers over 2,000 questions every
day. Questions like this:

“How many hectares of cotton were grown in
Turkestan in 19287”

“In what year did Beethoven write the Eroica
Symphony ?”’

“What to do with a dead dog?”

“When will Professor Abramov return from the
Crimea?” _

Let us suppose your organization needs a small
quantity of some rare metal. It cannot be found
in the regular stores. The Metal Syndicate an-
swers your despairing letter after a month and
says they have none. But call up the Service
Bureau and within a few minutes they will tell
you just where to get it and at what price.

Perhaps you are an illiterate peasant in from
the provinces, and know nothing about Moscow.
The Service Bureau will tell you where to find the
nearest Peasants’ House, where to find restau-
rants, museums, places of amusement, how to pro-
cure low rate tickets and so on, and will help you
choose the train for your departure.

Perhaps you are a member of the Communist
Youth Organization, with a paper to prepare on
the party situation to read before your “yacheika”
(Communist cell). You need to know the exact
position taken by the Right and Left groups with-
in the party, and the opinion of party leaders on
these tendencies. The Service Bureau will refer
you to the proper numbers of the Pravda or
other publications containing just the informa-
tion you need.

Or perhaps you are a busy Muscovite belonging
to many different committees, with work that
takes you about town from one place to another
all day. If you cannot afford a secretary, all you
have to do is to give the Service Bureau a memor-
andum like this:

“Wake me at 8. At 10 call my office and remind
me that I have a report to make at 10:30. At
12 o’clock call such and such a place and say that
I cannot be there today. At 2 o’clock remind me
that I must give an answer to the Trade Bureau
today. At 4 o’clock remind me that I have to go
to a meeting. At 6 o’clock Petrov will call ths
bureau for a message for me. Tell him...” and
SO on.

Any Muscovite with a telephone may become a
subseriber to the Service Bureau for ten rubles a

year, which entitles him to ask an unlimited num-
ber of questions. Practically all the institutions
in Moscow are subscribers of the Bureau, and
find it indispensable. A skeptical German scient-
ist visiting Moscow heard about the Bureau and
decided to test it by asking ten of the most difficult
question he could think of, and was amazed to
receive accurate answers to all of them. When
he returned to Germany he wrote an article for
the Oberschlesische Zeitung declaring that the
work of the Bureau in its extent and cultural sig-
nificance was unique in the whole world.

The Service Bureau occupies rather modest
quarters. It is located in one large room divided
into a series of booths occupied by young women
surrounded by card catalogues and encyclopedias
and reference books. The card catalogues give
the key to where information may be found on
any subject. Each girl at the telephone has an
assistant to send on errands for information
which is not right under her hand. So well has
the system been worked out that most of the
questions that come in can be answered by the
girl at the telephone. When the questions are of
a more technical or complicated nature they are
referred to a specialist. There are specialists on
industry, agriculture, law, science and so on,
right in the bureau. In addition, arrangements
have been made with certain specialists in differ-
ent fields outside, to whom some of the more diffi-
cult questions are referred. Day by day events
are followed carefully, newspapers are clipped,
and all the latest information in every line is con-
stantly added to the files.

Out of the Moscow Service Bureau a Central
Information Bureau for the whole country has
been developed, which receives hundreds of ques-
tions from the provinces by letter, post card or
telegram every day. The Central Information
Bureau issues a special post card, which may be
purchased for fifteen kopeks at any postal station
in the Soviet Union. A question sent on such a
card must be answered within three days of its
receipt in Moscow. Thus Anna Kuzmincheva from
Vitebesk Gubernia writes in to ask why her for-
mer husband, Peter Kuzminchev from Ka-
zinovsky volost isn’t paying his “alimenti.,” A
peasant poet from a State farm in the Don
Basin writes in to know why the Publishing House
“Federation” has sent him no word about the
book of poems he submitted. A Chukchi from the
Far North may get information about some busi-
ness with a Moscow institution. A Muscovite
may find out what kind of weather they are hav-
ing in Yakutia. Peasants from all over the Soviet
Union may find out where to get certain kinds of
seed, when such and such a grain should be
planted, how to get credits for agricultural ma-
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chinery. There are agents of the Central Bureau
in most of the large cities of the U. S. S. R., and
in addition to answering questions they will per-
form such services as meeting a child going away
somewhere to school, purchasing the proper tick-
ets, and putting the child on another train to an-
other city, where another of the Buréau’s agents
will be on hand.

Factory Kitchen No. 1

N the Krasnopresensky Workers’ District in
Moscow stands a large many windowed con-
crete building. Across the front of the building
is the legend “Moscow Factory Kitchen, No. 1.”
Great trucks draw up and dump their loads of
vegetables, meats and other products into the
hatchways. Then they rumble off with loads of
huge thermoses filled with prepared food for the
chain of factory dining rooms served by the cen-
tral kitchen.

Within the factory itself are large, light-flooded
dining rooms serving six thousand workers from
the surrounding factories every day, with lunches
costing 30, 45 or 60 kopeks (from 15 to 30 cents).
Above the dining rooms are rest rooms where the
workers can spend their noon hour playing chess,
reading, listening to music or strolling on the
wide verandas.

Everything in the factory kitchen is mechan-
ized. The dishes are concentrated at several
points, placed on belts which roll them into a huge
washing machine, which turns them out clean
and dry on to another belt, which rolls them
back again to the point where they are needed,
“in their shining porcelain purity” as one ecstatic
Soviet writer puts it.

On the first floor food is prepared for cook-
ing. Delicate machinery removes the cores from
the apples, hulls the berries—deftly and with in-
credible rapidity doing things that have hardened
the hands and dulled the minds of housewives for
countless years. Larger machines cut vegetables
and meat and thousands upon thousands of slices
of bread. There is a laboratory for analyzing
the meat and other food, for the greatest care is
given to the quality of the food served.
 On the next floor the food is prepared for cook-
ing, in some cases put through the first processes.
From this floor “semi-manufactured” meals are
sent out to distributing points whence thousands
of homes are provided with vegetables and
meat all ready to serve except for a final simmer-
ing on top of the stove, baking in the oven, or
“flavoring to taste.” ,

On the third floor the final process takes place.
Here the food is cooked in twenty-two vast white
enamel kettles with shining nickel tops, heated
from a central steam plant.
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The building contains ample wash rooms and
shower baths for those who work there.

This factory kitchen, which is one of ten of its
kind existing in different parts of Russia, took
a year and a half to build, and cost two million
rubles. It started operations on November Tth,
the twelfth anniversary of the revolution. In
December it was serving altogether 45,000 lunches
a day, over 6,000 of these in its own dining rooms.
In addition it serves twenty-six dining rooms
with 24,000 fully prepared lunches, and thousands
of semi-prepared lunches are sent out to fifteen
distributing points, and eleven dining rooms.

According to the “Narpit” (People’s Feeding
Association), the five-year plan calls for the build-
ing of a hundred such factory kitchens, for which
tens of thousands of thermoses have already been
ordered.

This is only one of the methods used in solving
the problem of freeing women from the drudgery
of kitchen work, and making mass production of
food attractive. Efforts are being made to in-
crease the efficiency and cleanliness of the many
smaller cooperative dining rooms already in
existence. The “Narpit” is especially concerned
with the problem of furnishing food that is not
only healthy, and varied in accordance with
the occupations of different workers, but also
in making it as tasty as possible, and in making
the environment attractive. All the new apart-
ment houses that are going up, all the new Soviet
cities that are developing around the new indus-
trial projects, are giving special attention to the
problem of communal kitchens and dining rooms.

The problem is also one of concern to the State
farms and collectives which must feed large

staffs of agricultural workers distributed “over
large areas.
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The Berlin Counterfeit Case

HE trial of the two Georgians, Karumidze

_and Sadatirashvili, and their five German
accomplices in the counterfeiting of Soviet money,
came to an end on February 8th. Three of the
"~ Germans accused were formally acquitted. The
others, including the two Georgians, who were
the ringleaders, were given political amnesty on
the ground that they had manufactured the coun-
terfeit money not from motives of gain, but were
actuated by aspirations “for the liberation of
Georgia and the resumption of its economic re-
lations with Germany.”

The history of this counterfeit case dates back
to the autumn of 1927, when a band of manufac-
turers of counterfeit chervontsi (Soviet ten-ruble
notes) was discovered in Germany. Among those
directly concerned were Georgian émigrés living
in Germany, and a number of Germans. The notes
were traced by the police to Munich and Frank-
fort. In both cities secret establishments for
printing notes were discovered and counter-
feit notes representing a large sum were
seized. Sadatirashvili, the leader, was arrested,
but liberated shortly afterward, and subsequently
went to Munich, where he undoubtedly attempted
to destroy the main evidence. He was again ar-
rested, again set free, and later arrested again.

After this introductory episode, an investiga-
tion began which proceeded very slowly. For a
long time nothing was heard of the matter until
finally at the beginning of 1929 a new sensation
directed general attention to the counterfeit cher-
vontsi case. The German press reported that
very important material had been photographed,
of which there were facsimiles in England. The
public prosecutor began a new investigation, and
again nothing more was heard regarding the case
until finally on January 6, 1930, when seven
counterfeiters were brought to trial.

In the course of the trial, held by the Moabit
Criminal Court, which lasted for more than a
month, Karumidze pleaded that the counter-
feit money had been manufactured with the
lofty purpose of freeing Georgia, and compared
himself to Napoleon I, who, he said, also used
counterfeit money for political ends. He declared
in his testimony that “Germany continued to rec-
ognize an independent Georgia in spite of Soviet
occupation.” This was vehemently denied by the
German Foreign Office, which immediately issued
a statement that Germany recognized only the
Soviet Union.

In describing the program for the “liberation”
of Georgia, Karumidze declared that the plan was
to manufacture a huge amount of counterfeit
chervontsi, send them into the U. S. S. R. and pre-

pare a revolution in Georgia. The preparations
were to take a year and a half and then it was
planned to spread revolt throughout the whole
Caucasus. Karumidze stated that twelve orig-
inals, with water marks, had been sent him from
the Soviet Union. Fully understanding the desire
of the court to minimize the importance of the
trial, Karumidze constantly emphasized the fact
that it was proposed to create only the technical
apparatus of the work in Germany, and that the
actual manufacture of chervontsi on a large scale
would take place elsewhere. When questioned
about the tounterfeited notes circulated in Ger-
many he said t