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EDITORIAL -- THE LEADING SOCIAL FORCE
Moscow KOMMUNIST ianussian No 3, Feb 86 (signed to press 11 Feb 86) pp 3-12

[Text] Our . country is entering an important and responsible period in its
advance toward communism. The 27th CPSU Congress, which will open in a few
days, will adopt a scientific program for the qualitative reorganization of
all aspects of life of socialist society on the way to the acceleration of
socioeconomic progress. The party's strategic course, proclaimed at the April
1985 CPSU Central Committee Plenum, 1is aimed at the radical renovation of the
material and technical base of society on the basis of the achievements of the
scientific and technical revolution and the advancement of social relations,
economic above all. Profound changes must take place in the content and
nature of 1labor and the material and spiritual living conditions of the
people. The entire system of political, social and ideological institutions
" will be energized. The reaching of this qualitatively new status by Soviet
society will mark a historical step toward the higher phase of communism.

Our country has everything that is required for the implementation of the
party's plans: a gigantic economic, scientific and technical and cultural
potential, and an army of skilled working people in all areas of material and
spiritual production. It is vitally important to handle this wealth
skillfully and make maximally efficient use of all the possibilities and
socioeconomic, political, ideological and moral advantages of socialism.

The steady and undeviating enhancement of the consciousness and creative
activeness of the working person is a decisive and mandatory prerequisite for
our accelerated advancement on the path of social progress. This is the main
task on which the party structures its policy. The live creativity of the
people is a prerequisite for all of our achievements. The activities of the
working people, united through their collective interests, communist idea-
mindedness and conscious discipline, are the main source of successes of
socialism. Such is the way V.I. Lenin formulated the question and such is the
way it is formulated today by the party. "The socialist society," the draft
of the new edition of the CPSU program stipulates, "cannot efficiently
function without finding new ways of developing the creative activeness of the
masses in all realms of social life. - The broader the historical objectives
become, the more important becomes the personally interested, responsible,
conscious and active participation of millions of people in achieving
them. "For it 1s no secret that the adverse trends and difficulties




encountered by the country in the course of its development during the 1970s
and beginning of 1980s, are largely related to a certain lowering of the labor
and sociopolitical activeness of part of the population. Consumerist and
petit-bourgeois moods were energized. Bureaucratism, with its
ostentatiousness and verbiage, concealing formalism and routine in work,
parochialism and departmentalism, became somewhat widespread. All of this
weakened the ties between the party and the masses. The CPSU is firmly
pursuing a course of decisive and merciless struggle against such phenomena,
which are profoundly alien to the nature of socialism, and for establishing
revolutionary order in all realms of society, improving the moral and
psychological climate and ensuring the further democratization of social life.
In its struggle against negative phenomena and for the assertion of everything
that 1is new and progressive in our life, the party relies on the broadest
possible people's masses and, above all, on the vanguard of the working
people--the working class. It is precisely the latter's work and political
activeness that make it the force which leads all working people in the
successful implementation of the party's plans.

The entire experience of the revolution and the building of socialism and
communism convincingly proves the vanguard role of the working class.
"Whenever the Soviet system has faced difficulties in the exceptionally
difficult matter of building socialism," Lenin said, "the only means of
struggle against it known to the Soviet system has been to turn to the
workers..." ("Poln. Sobr. Soch." [Complete Collected Works], vol 37, p 235).
"The political experience of the working class, its high consciousness and its
organization and willpower will rally our entire society," the draft new
edition of the CPSU program stipulates. "The growth of general education and
cultural and professional standards and the 1labor and sociopolitical
activeness of the working class enhance its vanguard role in perfecting
socialism and in the entire process of building communism." This conclusion
is not simply a tribute to Marxist tradition but directly stems from the
specific facts of our life. :

Why, for example, are working time losses caused by absenteeism and lateness
20 (1) times lower at the Seversk Pipes Plant (Sverdlovsk Oblast) compared to
the oblast's industry as a whole? Because the problem of discipline was taken
up by the workers themselves. "Labor and Social Discipline Are the
Collective's Guarantee"™ was their initiative, which has already become a
working systenm. The most powerful educational force was put to work at the
plant at full capacity--educating the person through real material and moral
responsibility to the labor collective. The initiative clearly indicated that
the conscious 1leading workers were able to prove themselves in fact as the
leading class and to assert their will as the universal law. Such facts
trigger confidence in the implementation of the party's plans and in that the
working class will make it mandatory for all, from the machine-tool worker to
the minister and from the kolkhoz member to the scientist, thus creating
conditions in which drunkenness, absenteeism, bribery and theft will diminish
and disappear once and for all, and bombastic and meaningless speeches,
"communist nonsense" and "communist boastfulness" will come to an end.




In explaining the sources of the strength, organization and discipline of the .
working class, in his time Lenin pointed out that the proletariat was trained,
united, raised and tempered in the class struggle against capitalism; it
mastered urban and industrial standards; it acquired the resolve and ability
to defend them and to preserve and develop their accomplishments further,
making them accessible to the entire population, to all working people; it is
capable of withstanding all hardships, trials, misfortunes and great
sacrifices which history inevitably imposes on those who break with the past
and daringly open for themselves a path to a new future. This is a class in
which the best people are full of hatred and scorn for everything philistine
and petit-bourgeois and the qualities which blossom so richly in a petit-
bourgeois environment. It is a class which has attended the training school
of 1labor and is able to instill in all working people and all honest persons
respect for its ability to work (see op. cit., vol 38, pp 387-388).

This turns the working class into the bearer of new, socialist and
collectivistic social relations, particularly receptive to scientific
socialist ideology, and into a systematic fighter for socialism and communism.
The best features of the working class are embodied in its frontranking
detachment--the Marxist-Leninist party--which consciously expresses the basic
objectives and interests of that class. -

"The main feature in Marx's theory is the clarification of the universal-
historical role of the proletariat as the builder of a socialist society"
(V.I. Lenin, op. ecit, vol 23, p 1). At each new historical stage, as the
working class develops and its social aspect changes, this main Marxist tenet
assumes a new specific meaning and the leading role of the working class
assumes new features and forms of manifestation.

Headed by its Leninist party, the working class in the land of the soviets has
covered a long and glorious road. From a deprived class it has become the
owner of the basic means of production. Through its dedicated labor it laid a
technical and organizational base of production forces, developed a form of
ownership consistent with socialism, advanced labor socialization and became
not only a politically but also an economically ruling class. It thus
fulfilled a historically unique mission: whereas the majority of poor, semi-
proletarian and petit-bourgeois population strata participated in the
destruction of large-scale capitalist ownership of means of production and
their expropriation and confiscation or, in other words, in formal-juridical
socialization, alongside the working class, actual socialization, 1i.e., the
organization of large-scale production on the basis of superior technology,
accountability of material wealth, strict control over the measure of labor
and consumption and ensuring a scientific, planned and centralized management
of the economy could be achieved exclusively by the working class, which acted
as the subject of collectivistic production relations and led all working
people. In resolving this problem, the working class was transformed
quantitatively and qualitatively. Today it accounts for the absolute majority
of the working people and its professional and cultural standards have
risen sharply. '

The form of political leadership of the working class in society steadily
developed as well. Having fulfilled its historical mission, the state of




dictatorship of the proletariat grew into a socialist state of the whole
people, based on the unbreakable alliance among the working class, kolkhoz
peasantry and people's intelligentsia, and acting as the main instrument in
perfecting socialism in our country. Under contemporary conditions, the
prestige and social example of the working class are the main form through
which it is implementing its leading role. Its revolutionary ideology and
morality are steadily asserting themselves as the dominant social outlook.

Thanks to the persistent efforts of the Soviet people, our country achieved
major successes in the economic, social and political areas, science and
culture. It reached new historical heights which inaugurated the stage of
developed socialism. "The task of the all-round and comprehensive advancement
of socialist society and the fuller and more efficient utilization of its
possibilities and advantages was put on the agenda," the draft new edition of
the CPSU program stipulates. The new tasks open new scope for the development
of the initiative and creativity of the working people and for intensifying
the leading role of the working class in all realms of life.

Material output and labor as the main realm of human activities are the
beginning of everything. The working class wields a powerful contemporary
industry, which is the decisive base for the development of production forces
and, therefore, for upgrading the well-being of society. The overwhelming
amount of the social product is created through the toil of the workers.
Workers are found in the sectors where progressive technology which determines
scientific and technical progress is concentrated. It 1is precisely the
contemporary worker who is the decisive 1ink in socioeconomic development.

In accordance with the task of accelerating scientific and technical progress,
as set by the party, within a historically short time we must complete the
technical reconstruction of the national economy, master new generation
equipment and progressive resources and energy and labor-saving technologies
which will ensure a manifold increase in labor productivity. A sharp turn
must be made toward production intensification. Each enterprise and sector
must be reoriented toward the full and primary utilization of qualitative
factors of economic growth.

A major reorganization has been launched. The practical experience of many
labor collectives proves that we can manage the economy in a new fashion.
Many are the enterprises in the country which have adopted as an inviolable
law of economic management and as their entire way of 1life the fullest
possible satisfaction of the needs of society with the lowest possible outlays
of all types of resources, described in the draft new edition of the CPSU
program as the basic criterion in assessing the activities of sectors,
associations, enterprises and all production nuclei. Despite the entire
disparate nature of their output and specific technology and the entire
variety of economic and organizational novelties, success is based on a single
common principle-~-the activities of the workers, who are actively
participating in enterprise management and have taken over the task of
bringing order and discipline, initiatives which meet with firm party support.
No one offered such collectives a "most favored" status. Conversely, they had
to work, and occasionally still do, under the conditions of obsolete standards
and instructions, surmounting the intertia of economic thinking and customary




yet by now useless work systems and methods. In Lenin's words, success was
achieved through the "upturn in the mood of the masses and the heroic
initiative of individual groups which, against the background of such an
upturn, frequently play a decisive role" (op. cit., vol 39, p 21).

Sensing the upturn in the moods of the masses on -time, supporting the
initiative of individual groups and frontranking working class detachments,
leading such initiative and making it comprehensive constitutes, according to
Lenin, the art of political and party leadership. It is precisely such an
upturn that is being experienced by the country today. The desire of the
working people to work in a new fashion is becoming increasingly obvious.
Giving real support and developing this desire and not limiting oneself, as
has occasionally been the case, to the purely verbal support of one initiative
or another or pro-forma appeals for its dissemination, is a task of tremendous
political importance. We must develop and utilize in economic management the
type of system ‘of economic jevers and incentives which provides real
advantages to the labor collectives which are successful in the acceleration
of scientific and technical progress, produce better quality goods and upgrade
production profitability.

n,...The CPSU," stipulates the draft new edition of the party program, "will
systematically pursue a line of development of the creative initiative of the
working people and their increasing involvement in the production management
processS...." The socialist competition is the most important factor in
developing the creativity of the working people and one of the basic means of
self-assertion and the social recognition of the individual. The party
believes that its main areas must include the acceleration of scientific and
technical progress, the growth of labor productivity, the thrifty utilization
of resources, upgrading production efficiency and quality and reducing
production costs, ensuring a clear labor rhythm and timely implementation of
contractual obligations and achieving the best possible and national economic
results. :

Today we are emphasizing the achievement of the type of results and indicators
which are accessible not to individual workers but, above all, to entire labor
collectives. This gives priority to Lenin's idea to the effect that the most
important task of the socialist competition is production organization. This
is the main area in which the creative efforts of the masses are applied.
Lenin wrote that we must bring to life the organizing talents of workers and
peasants. "It is necessary to awaken in them and to organize on a statewide
scale competition for the sake of organizational successes." The labor
collectives must Mact in competing against each other, as practical organizers
of accountability and control over labor and distribution of products" (op.
eit., vol 35, pp 201,203).

The brigade contracting method, work on a basis of a single order, has become
one such new form of production organization, created by the working people
themselves. Wherever this work method is applied not formally, be it in
construction, agriculture, industry or transportation, wherever the workers
manage the production process truly as owners, substantial results are
achieved, labor productivity -and the rhythmical nature of the production
process improve and  discipline, organization and order strengthen. The




collective forms of labor organization and wages help every worker to feel
himself an inseparable part of the labor collective and a necessary 1link in
the unbreakable production chain.

We should not think, however, that the brigade contracting method is a panacea
for all production problems at its present development stage. Its further
advancement and further creative searches are needed. On the one hand, we
must consider how to make collective forms of labor organization encompass not
only the direct producing workers but all production levels and engineering-
technical, design-engineering and management services, so that they may serve
as an effective means for the consolidation of one enterprise or another as a
single production organism. On the other, we must be concerned with
preventing the brigade method from being reduced merely to group piece-rate
work with the inevitable classification of all work into "profitable" and
"unprofitable," and sinking into narrow-group interests. Conversely, it must
become a means of ensuring the organic unity among individual, collective and
social interests, and into a powerful - factor for promoting socialist
collectivism and a communist attitude toward labor.

The strength of our society lies in the consciousness of the masses. Many
people among us are restless and searching, not separating their individual
interests from those of society. These are people who are honestly bearing
the proud name of worker, who are not satisfied with the achieved level but
are steadily learning and improving themselves. They are many, they are in
the majority. However, we are concerned by the fact that alongside honest
working people we also can see people who are woolgathering and uninterested,
who consider production as something external and alien and who are concerned
above all with avoiding too much work and too much effort. These people
always stand aside, they always act like observers. . They are not reluctant to
grab a bigger piece from the social pie. However, they themselves will never
volunteer to assume a somewhat heavier burden, a greater responsibility. Such
people can be justifiably described as bearers of the vestiges of a mercenary
mentality. ' ' ' ) ‘ ~ I

Surmounting such a mercenary mentality inherited by the working class from
capitalism is the most important educational and, above all, economic and
organizational task. We must eliminate from labor relations among people
anything which could contribute to the alienation of the worker from the
social entity, the 1loss of his feeling of being master of the production
process., We must find within the production process itself and strengthen the
material foundation for the development of feelings of profound personal
involvement of the individual with the life of his collective and the entire
society. Here as well everything depends on where to 1look for such a
foundation: ahead or behind us. ‘

Of 1late some social scientists have tried to interpret the steps taken to
" broaden the rights of 1labor collectives and to grant enterprises and
associations greater economic autonomy as indicating a return toward levels of
production socialization and to cooperative or even group ownership of plants,
farms and service enterprises by the workers, allegedly this being the only
possible basis for real "work for oneself." ' The authors of such
interpretations occasionally call for untying the hands of private initiative.




They "forget" Lenin's classical thesis according to which "the great change
from forced 1labor to 1labor for oneself" is also a change to '"labor
systematically organized on a huge, nationwide (to a certain extent also
international, worldwide) scale..." (op. cit., vol 35, p 197). The changes
planned in the economic area will take place within the strict confines: of
scientific socialism, without any deviations toward a market economy and
private enterprise. The integral economic management, "‘M.S. Gorbachev
emphasized, must be built on the basis of principles inherent in socialism,"
in which "not the market, not uncontrolled rivaling forces but, above all, the
plan should determine the basic features of national economic development."

The economist, Lenin taught, should look ahead, toward technical progress.
The material foundation for the development for the activeness and initiative
of the working ' people under the conditions of large-scale scientifically
organized and planned production, ‘is not found in the least in the status of
group owner. It is based on qualitatively new production forces created by
the contemporary stage of the scientific and technical revolution, radically
changing the status of man in the production process.

Literally in the past few years, as a result of the development of
microelectronics, the so-called "information technologies," and flexible
production systems, gradually yet steadily the technological socialization of
ljabor has reached a level at which the demands of the production process
concerning the very personality of the worker change qualitatively. Forecasts
of the future enslavement of man by the machine have proved to be an entirely
formal transfer of the conditions of machine-conveyer belt production to the
technology of the future, when tested. Conversely, Marx's forecast on the
trends of development of the factory division of labor is confirmed: ", ..The
moment a specific development stops the need for universality and aspiration
toward the all-round development of the individual become apparent" (K. Marx
and F. Engels, "Soch." [Works], vol 4, p 160).

The time is past when the production process needed man as a "bolt," as a
thoughtless executor of decisions made without his knowledge and
participation. Contemporary industrial production, which combines scientific
developments, designing, manufacturing of individual parts and assemblies,
assembling finished items, their storage, transportation and marketing and the
management of all such processes within a single flexible and efficiently
reorganized automated complex, demands from all its participants an active and
creative attitude toward their work, conscious study of the content of
technological processes and direct participation in decision making, thus
upgrading the level of their autonomy and responsibility.

The broader the single production complex is, and the more comprehensive and
extensive the technological ties become among its individual units, the more
the direct participation of the workers in management will go beyond the limit
of their specific production link, brigade, shop or enterprise. Today it is
necessary for the processes occurring on all levels of the unified production
complex to become increasingly ntpransparent" for all participants. Such
ntpransparency” must apply to both the lower and higher levels. All-round
control must go not only downwards but upwards as well.




In somewhat different features said trends also are manifested in agriculture.
In the course of the systematic implementation of the party's agrarian policy,
with increasing agroindustrial integration agricultural labor is becoming a-
variety of industrial labor and, in terms of his social aspect, the rural
worker becomes similar to the contemporary industrial worker. ' '

The tasks of accelerating scientific and technical progress cannot be resolved
without reducing the share of manual labor in production and the complete
elimination of monotonous and hard physical and wunskilled -labor. The
requirements concerning the general and professional standards of the workers
are becoming increasingly strict. "The revolutionary changes in production
forces," the draft new edition of the CPSU program stipulated, "lead “to"
increasing the share of mental work in the activities of the broadest possible
worker and kolkhoz-member masses." On the other hand, as the draft noted, in
connection with the growing application of science in production, people
engaged in mental work are reinforcing the ranks of the working class. As a
result of such converging processes, and as the real socialization of
production is intensified on the basis of the latest technology, a progressive
detachment, the nucleus of the contemporary working class, takes shape. It
includes workers engaged in productive physical and mental labor, united in
large industrial production organizations with proper discipline and the use
of contemporary technological processes requiring high level of concentration
of efforts and coordination of labor activities as well as high cultural
standards. Naturally, today by no means have all strata and members of the
working class reached the socioeconomic level of their advanced detachment.
However, it 1is precisely from this detachment that we should judge the
contemporary working class as a whole and its real strength and historical
possibilities. The opposite approach, which judges the working class on the
basis of individual backward members, who belong to the working class only pro
forma, is nonhistorical and expresses a philistine view of 'social 1life.
Lenin's familiar demand "to define the concept of 'worker' in such a way that
it apply only to those who adopt a proletarian mentality by the very fact of
their status in life, which is impossible without having worked a number of
years in a factory, without any secondary objectives but in accordance with
the general conditions of economic and social life" is addressed precisely
against such views (op. cit., vol 45, p 20). ' ' :

The further expansion of the leading nucleus of the working class, which bears
the features of the working people in a classless society, reinforcing its
ranks with members of ever new categories of workers, peasants and
intellectuals, developing its best fundamental qualities and gradually
widening it to encompass the entire society, will essentially constitute a
process of elimination of classes and of establishing a classless structure of
socialist society. The disappearance of classes means not their chaotic
"shifting" among themselves but the conversion of all working people, who have
overthrown and eliminated their exploiters, to the objective positions of the
working class, becoming similar to the working class in terms of the trends
which govern its development. This will lead to the implementation of Engels'
scientific prognosis on the historical mission and destiny of the working
class: "...A time must come when it will no longer be a class, when it will
encompass the entire society" (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch." [Works], vol 19,
p 296).




The conversion of all toiling strata to the the positions of the working class
will create an essentially new broad social base for the further development
of the political system of Soviet society. At the present stage, the
strategic 1line followed in this development is that of improving Soviet
democracy and ensuring the increasing socialist self-management by the people
in which the administration of social affairs takes place not only in the
interest of the working people but is accomplished by the working people
themselves. This is achieved through their extensive involvement in daily and
efficient participation in the work of the soviets of people's deputies and
the people's control bodies, and the expansion of the role and influence of
trade unions, the Komsomol and cooperative and other social organizations.
The labor collectives play a special role in the development of Soviet
democracy. As is the case with economics, where the center of gravity of all
practical economic work is shifted to the labor collectives, their role in
sociopolitical affairs is enhanced as well.

The vanguard role of the Soviet working class in the development of socialist
self-management is determined not only by the fact that it constitutes the
majority of the people and dominates the 1labor collectives. Here 1its
organization, discipline, class, labor and political training and principle-
mindedness, decisiveness and directness play the main role. The active life
stance of the conscious workers must be extended to our entire society and
become its main "nonmaterial capital." To this effect not only the economic
status of the working class but its revolutionary ideology and morality and
its collectivistic and internationalist mentality and interests and views
determine the character of every Soviet person. The social and spiritual
transformation of the frontranking detachments of the working class in the
course of building socialism and communism must become the social standard for
all working people.

The working class, Lenin pointed out, has "revolutionary idealism," i.e., the
ability not to remain confined to its narrow professional and shop interests
but to keep close to its heart the hopes and expectations of all oppressed and
poor people, and to share with them their pain and anger, selflessly and
dedicatedly to support and head any thrust of the revolutionary process and
any movement of working people and exploited masses toward their 1liberation.
It 1is this "idealism," i.e., the aspiration toward the progressive ideals of
mankind, that determines the entire outlook of the working class.

Its scientific Marxist-Leninist ideology is based on total human knowledge.
It inherits and develops all superior results of philosophical, -economic and
sociopolitical thinking. Its political awareness is based on observation and
direct participation in the interrelationship among all classes - in
contemporary society and all manifestations of societal, mental, moral and
political 1life. Its culture is developed from the processing and developing
of anything valuable created by. the history of mankind. The collectivistic,
humanistic and active morality of the working class concentrates within itself
the best moral norms born of the centuries-old struggle against exploitation
and for freedom, social equality, happiness and peace.

Such a broad life-stance and political and ideological position and openness
to all achievements of the human genius are inherent only to the working




class, whose objective is the abolition of all classes and no longer being a
class itself. Such openness, however, does not mean omnivorousness.

Under the conditions of the aggravated ideological struggle in the
international arena, the party directs the Soviet people to assessing social
phenomena from clear class-oriented positions and defending the ideals and
spiritual values of socialist society. Here as well we need not abstract
instruction by the conscious conversion of all working people to the
ideological positions of the working class. The ideas of violence, war,
parasitism, acquisitiveness, chauvinism, national exclusivity, mysticism and
moral permissiveness, however brightly and attractively they are packaged as
presented to us, will always be properly rebuffed by the working class, for
the working class holds the only accurate class viewpoint. It 1is the
viewpoint of free labor, free not only from exploitation but also from the
money-grubbing of the petty owner.

"We frequently say that the personality is shaped through labor," said Hero of
Socialist Labor Yu.N. Chumachenko, electric locomotive engineer at the Moscow
+reightyard depot. "Unquestionably, this is true. However, the time has come
to extend this thought: the fully developed individual can always engage in
selfless toil. Without this ability, in my view, no individual is fully
developed. What we have is a narrow-minded person, 1limited by his egotism."
To educate the person through work means today to develop him in the image of
the best representatives of the contemporary working class, to develop within
him a worker's honor, pride and dignity. The great revolutionary and labor
"traditions of the Soviet working class give us an example to emulate.

With every passing day the Soviet worker confirms the historical truth that
the 1liberation of man is inseparably related to the establishment of social
prerequisites for the involvement of masses with creative toil and the
manifestation of the unique creative individuality of every person. With
every passing day the Soviet worker asserts the new social ties and
collectivistic relations of comradely cooperation and mutual aid. His
thoughts and action clearly reflect our reality, accomplishments and tasks
dictated by the tempestuous 20th century. '

The Communist Party is the political force which embodies the leading
influence of the working class on the masses. Having become a party of the
whole people as the result of building socialism in the USSR, the shifting of
all toiling strata to class-proletarian positions and the strengthening of the
sociopolitical and ideological unity in Soviet society, it remains, in terms
of 1its class nature and ideology, the party of the working class., This
predetermine the revolutionary continuity and class nature of CPSU domestic
and foreign policy., The party considers that serving the people is the
meaning of all of its activities. Its objectives and tasks express the basic
interests and expectations of the Soviet people. The party will continue to
act in a spirit of high responsibility to the people, steadily expanding and

intensifying its ties with the masses, living with their needs and concerns
and consulting with the working people on most important political problems.

The nationwide discussion of the precongress party documents, which were
approved at the October 1985 CPSU Central Committee Plenum, is nearing its

10




end, It was held on a broad democratic basis, in a businesslike atmosphere
and was distinguished by its constructive and creative nature. It involved
the interested participation of millions of workers, Kkolkhoz members and
intellectuals, and party and nonparty members. The Soviet people are
discussing the affairs of the country directly, openly and with concern. They
energetically support the economic and political steps taken recently and call
for the firm and energetic pursuit of the charted course. In obeying this
instruction, the party will tirelessly promote in the work of all party
organizations and labor collectives a creative approach, practicality, high
responsibility and principle-mindedness. The party organizations are coming
out of the precongress accountability and election campaign organizationally
and ideologically strengthened, discarding whatever prevented them from acting
energetically. »

As is always the case in crucial moments in the life of socialist society,
following Lenin's behest, the party turns first of all to the workers. It
highly values the vanguard role of the working class, cares for its trust and
support and sees in it the firm foundations for socialism and a force which is
able to take a bold initiative and set the example of how nationwide and
statewide problems can be formulated and resolved. n,..At decisive turns in
history," M.S. Gorbachev wrote, wthe Soviet working class, the revolutionary
and innovative class, knows how to lead with its willpower, organization and
dedicated work, millions of working people to reaching advanced 1levels of
socioeconomic development." This, unquestionably, will continue to be the
case, for the main roads to perfecting socialism go precisely through the
activities of the working class. It is precisely in the hands of the working
class that the decisive links in the acceleration of economic, sociopolitical
and spiritual development may be found.

The working class 1is a powerful historical force which is the objective
carrier of new socioeconomic relations the development of which opens the
prospect of communism. It is with this prospect that our party always
correlates its policy and economic and social strategy, as it lays a path to
the qualitatively new status of Soviet society. ‘
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M.S. GORBACHEV'S ANSWERS TO THE L'HUMANITE INTERVIEW 4 FEBRUARY 1986
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 3, Feb 86 (signed to press 11 Feb 86) pp 13-25

[Text] L'HUMANITE, the central organ of the French Communist Party turned to
M.S. Gorbachev, CPSU Central Committee general secretary, with a number of
questions,

On 4 February 1986 M.S Gorbachev received R. Lerois, FCP Central Committee
member and political director of L'HUMANITE, J. Streyf, L'HUMANITE's permanent
Moscow correspondent, and J. Faure, head of the newspaper's international
section.

Following are M.S. Gorbachev's answers to the questiéns of L'HUMANITE.

Question: Mikhail Sergeyevich, thank you for agreeing to answer the questions
of L'HUMANITE. You are the general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee.
This makes your answers to questions related to life in the Soviet Union,
asked by the French people, who are under the constant influence of hostile
attacks on your country, particularly authoritative. And so, here is the
first question: A great deal is being currently said about the fact that the
USSR 1s now entering a stage in its development as important as the one which
was started by the October Revolutions. Does this imply that it is a question
of a new revolution? '

Answer: No, naturally. Posing such a question, I believe, would be
incorrect. It would be more accurate, in my view, to say that now, in the
1980s, we set the task of powerfully accelerating the project which was
started by the Bolshevik Party nearly 70 years ago.

The October Revolution was a crucial event in the 1000-year history of our
state and, in terms of its significance and consequences in the development of
all mankind, unique. However, making a revolution is not everything. One
must also defend and implement the toiling man's concepts of equality and
Justice and his social and moral ideals. In other words, it means building a
new society which can provide a life worthy of man.

All of this demanded of our people and the party a tremendous amount of work,

a real exploit and, sometimes, sacrifices. The civil war and the war against
Hitlerite Germany, the profound changes in the countryside, the creation of a
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powerful industry, the elimination of illiteracy among the majority of the
population, the radical social and cultural reorganization of society and the
shaping of essentially new international relations are but a few pages in our
overall quite short history.

We are proud of it and this pride is the foundation of Soviet patriotism. Had
we not been able to withstand, had we been defeated in even a single one of
these accomplishments, everything for the sake of which the October Revolution
was made would have been brought into question. Yet, in themselves, each one
of these accomplishments can be Jjustifiably described as being truly
revolutionary.

The same applies to the problems being resolved today. They are difficult as
well as very important. If we fail to resolve them we would depreciate
everything which we have achieved in the past at the cost of tremendous
efforts, and complicate our future. Possibly, the most difficult yet the most
necessary thing for every Soviet communist and for the entire party is to
understand fully, in its entirety, and to feel the challenge hurled by our
epoch and respond to it properly.

This is a twofold challenge.

On the one hand, Soviet society has entered a new stage in its history. Its
essence is that the needs governing the development of production forces, the
needs of the people, put on the agenda the question of very seriously
restructuring and perfecting many aspects of production relations, economic
management methods, and means, methods and style of party and state
leadership, i.e., of polities. It is also a question of involving ever
broader popular strata in the solution of social affairs and mobilizing their
creative capabilities and experience in order to resolve increasingly more
difficult problems, i.e., problems of the further development and enrichment
of our socialist democracy. : : :

We had felt the need for all of this for quite some time. The essence of what
is taking place in the country and, above all, in the party today 1is
decisively to accelerated the socioeconomic and spiritual development of
Soviet society, using all available means to this effect. Naturally, this is
a revolutionary task. . B

On the other hand, the challenge of our age stems from the fact that human
civilization has, unfortunately, created - very efficient means of self-
destruction. In order for the worst to happen one does not even have to show
stupidity or commit an unprecedented crime. . Suffice it to act the way people
have been acting  for : milennia--to rely on weapons and military force in
solving international problems and, occasionally,. to use them. Today these
traditions, thousands of years old, must be mercilessly eliminated and totally
rejected. Otherwise the problem of the survival of mankind may prove
insoluble. In the nuclear age one cannot live--in any case live long--with
the mentality, customs and rules of behavior of the stone age. Is such a
sharp turn in international affairs and in foreign policy thinking and
practical experience not a profoundly revolutionary task? In my view, that is
precisely what it is. : As a country which was the first to make a socialist
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revolution, we deem it our greatest responsibility and duty comprehensively to
assist in solving this problem. S - K

We consider that our program for practical action, which will be discussed and
adopted at the 27th CPSU Congress, to be from all points of view a program of
a truly revolutionary nature and scale. ,

Question: What are the most important prospects in the development of the
Soviet economy in the next 10-15 years? How will this affect the well-being
of the people? : . C - : :

Answer: The prospects will depend on the extent to which we can cope with the
problems which have arisen or, in other words, the extent to which we shall be
able to do good and skillful work. Let me honestly say that these problems
are difficult. We have objective difficulties (the biggest among them are an
adverse demographic situation and the arms race imposed upon us), There also
are difficulties which are of our own making and which became aggravated as
their solution was delayed. ‘ - ‘

Now, within the shortest possible time, we must accomplish a great deal. We
must radically improve planning, management and material incentive and
accelerate scientific and technical progress. On this basis we must upgrade
the efficiency and quality of economic returns and improve production quality.
We intend to double the country's production potential and substantially to
change the very appearance of our economy and nature of labor and to
reorganize the way of life of the people over the next 15 years.

You are asking how this will affect the well-being of the people. I shall
answer that, strictly speaking, it is precisely for the sake of the good of
the people that we are doing all of this. Once again, I am referring both to
the quantitative and qualitative aspects, i.e., consumption and services,
housing, health care, education, social insurance, access to the goods of
culture, environmental protection, town and country urbanization, recreation
and many others. I shall not conceal that in many of thése areas things are
by no means what we would like them.to be. One of the reasons is that our
difficult history did not allow us for a long time to pay proper attention to
these areas of life, This was our fault as well--sluggishness, inability or
simply the irresponsibility of officials or entire departments and
organizations. If you read our press you know how sharply many officials are
being criticized for this, including’somé who ‘are quite highly placed. We
have currently firmly undertaken to correct the situation. Naturally, this
will take time and a great deal of effort. I am confident, however, that we
shall achieve major successes in all such matters. Naturally, all of us would
like to accomplish this faster. R S :

One of the most urgent matters is the further saturation of the market with
good quality and great variety of goods: new, traditional, expensive,
inexpensive, for the young and the old, or, - in a word, - such as to meet all
tastes and needs, naturally, within sensible limits. - We consider this an
exceptionally important problem.
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Question: Are there still waiting lines?

Answer: Yes, particularly for high-quality goods, demand for which is not
satisfied. . .

Let me point out in this connection that not all the ways to resolve this
problem are open to us. In your country, in the West, when demand for a
commodity exceeds supply, the price goes up. We do not or virtually do not do
this, in any case when it applies to goods in mass demand. The result is a
shortage which creates waiting lines.

I am saying all of this to explain the problem rather than to justify
shortcomings. We firmly insist that shortcomings must not be justified but
corrected. That is why we have currently undertaken a serious restructuring
of the economy and all economic mechanisms. ‘

Question: Have the Soviet citizens the right and possibility to "oppose" the
activities of the "bosses" of their enterprises? And not only to "oppose"
them but also to amend their decisions?

Answer: If by "bosses" you mean directors and members of the administration,

'we have no private owners or private ownership relations. An entire mechanism
to protect the rights of the working people was created the very first years
of the Soviet system: . strict labor legislation, extensive trade union rights
and party and soviet control. In recent years the rights of the working
people and labor collectives have been substantially broadened. Virtually all
major decisions are drafted and adopted with the participation of the workers
and after necessary discussions. For example, this applies to the draft plans
for the economic and social development of enterprises.

Let me mention in particular the trade unions. They sign collective contracts
with administrations .and supervise the observance of labor legislation.
Should they consider, that something is improper, such as the dismissal of
workers, - problems of wages, housing allocation, etc., they have the
opportunity, to use your expression, to "oppose" this quite efficiently. They
can even demand the dismissal of one administrator or another. Occasionally
this does take place.

However, there is another side to this matter. Not only the administration
and the trade union but the labor collective as a whole must set specific
requirements for the workers and their discipline, conscientiousness and
behavior at work. As a rule, this is done with the full support of the
workers. The collective itself is interested in the good work of every one of
its members. This too is in the interest of all workers, for it determines
their earnings, working conditions and social benefits.

" Question: Is unempldyment not the inevitable price of production
modernization? : '

Answer: No such connection exists in a planned economy directed at the all-

round satisfaction of social requirements. Even if as a result of some basic
improvements in the technology the need for entire specialties is eliminated,
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we can and must not only anticipate this but also take measures to retrain
workers and, if necessary, to create new production facilities. That is
precisely what we do. Since the reconstruction of enterprises leads, as a
rule, to their expansion, the question of new jobs is resolved at the
enterprises themselves. For the time being, however, this question is almost
totally academic for us. Above all for the reason that we are experiencing
not a surplus but a scarcity of manpower. At the same time, 1let me honestly
point out, there is another reason as well, For the time being we have been
slow to modernize, including in areas in which this has become crucial, Be
that as it may, the party takes into consideration the social aspect of
modernization and deems it exceptionally important in formulating the plans
for the country's economic development.

Question: Is the CPSU the "transmission belt" of the state? What is the
meaning invested today in your country to the expression "to make policy?"

Answer: In our society the Communist Party is the leading and guiding force.
This party status is codified in the constitution. This is not a question of
a party as a symbol but as a real, a permanent political organization with
nearly 20 million members among the most active workers, peasants and
intellectuals. The organizations democratically elect their leading bodies
and managers and hold them strictly accountable. Today we are trying to
upgrade the activeness of all party collectives. We believe this to be one of
the efficient instruments for broadening democracy and involving millions of
people in the solution of production, public and political problems. I
believe that the party's work under contemporary conditions will be among the
most important problems discussed at the forthcoming congress.

The party is in charge of formulating the strategy and tactics of building the
new society, implementing cadre policy and ensuring the ideological upbringing
of the . people. The party committees on all levels, including the Central
Committee, act as political management bodies. The party is profoundly
interested in the active work of all units within our political system. It
supports and assists the soviets, the trade unions, the Komsomol and the other
mass organizations, seeing to it that each one of them perform its functions
to the fullest extent.

"You asked the meaning we invest in the expression "to make policy" Let me
point out that we do not use this expression. We refer to drafting policy,
formulating policy, implementing policy. In my view, this is a more accurate
description of this matter, at least in our understanding.

Therefore, as I already pointed out, it is above all the party which is
responsible for the formulation of policy, beginning with the study of the
objective situation, the needs of society and the mood of the pyublic.
(incidentally, our party closely studies and takes fully into consideration
public opinion). It is on this basis, after the necessary discussions, that
political decisions are made. This process is, naturally, complex and takes
different aspects, depending on the nature of the problems. Frequently
decision making is preceded by extensive and sometimes nationwide discussion
and, perhaps, comparisons and clashes among viewpoints on various problems.
Such 1is the case with the discussion of the draft 5-year plans. Such was the
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case with the constitution, l1abor and housing legislation the reform in
education and, most recently, the law on the struggle against drunkenness and
alcoholism.

The main thing in a political process is the implementation of decisions, for
without this there is no policy. If you followed the discussion which
developed in the country after the April 1985 CPSU Central Committee Plenum,
you could not have failed to note that we ascribe particular importance to
unity between words and actions.

We decisively fight for actions to be consistent with words. We use the
weapon of criticism. We use the weapon of publicity and the weapon of
discipline.

Question: It is frequently heard that Soviet youth is uninterested in
politics and is socially inert. Is this true?

Answer: It is our ill-wishers in the West who say this. Let me bluntly say
that they are passing their wishes as reality. We have no reasons whatsoever
to complain about our youth. As a whole, it is distinguished by its high
civic-mindedness, profound interest in social affairs and great interest in
domestic and foreign policy. The young people are proving themselves quite
well at plants, kolkhozes, VUZs and the armed forces. I dare say that they
willingly, on their own free will, enthusiastically go to work wherever the
situation is the most difficult, at the major construction projects in
Siberia, in the north of the country and the Far East. Currently half a
million young volunteers are working at such construction projects. In a
word, I cannot agree in the least with the statement that Soviet youth is
inert and passive. We have complete political confidence in our new
generation.

Naturally, this is not to say that no problems and questions exist here. They
do. For example, we were seriously concerned by the fact that alcoholism had
become widespread among some young people. Parisitical and consumerist moods,
a low taste, narrowness of spiritual interests and insufficient mastery of the
cultural heritage are phenomena which are also encountered. We are quite well
aware of them and, naturally, do not ignore them. This offers a broad area of
activities for the Komsomol. Generally speaking, it has long been known that
example teaches much better than even the most eloquent sermon. I believe
that everything currently being done in the country and in the party'will be
quite useful from the viewpoint of youth education.

Question: There 1is talk of the persecution of Jews in the USSR, political
prisoners and censorship. Specific names are also mentioned, such that of
Sakharov. What can you say about this?

Answer: Let me start with Soviet Jews. This question has become part of an
unrestrained anti-Soviet campaign, a real psychological warfare waged on the
USSR. In our country the propaganda of anti-Semitism and other forms of
racial discrimination are banned by law. They are a crime. That which
happens in the United States quite frequently, as well as in France and in
other Western countries--desecrating Jewish cemeteries, activities of neo-Nazi
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organizations, which preach hatred of the Jews in newspapers and on the radio,
is impossible in the USSR. In our country Jews are as free and equal as the
people of any other nationality. They are active participants in the
country's social and governmental life. Books, Jjournals and newspapers are
published in the Yiddish language and synagogues are working in our country.
In my view, the persistent "attention" which anticommunist and Zionist
propaganda pays to the fate of Jews in the USSR is nothing other than
hypoerisy, which 1is pursuing far-reaching political objectives which have
nothing in common with the true interests of Soviet citizens of Jewish
nationality.

In my view, there should be no place for anti-Semitism, Zionism or any other
manifestations of nationalism, chauvinism and racism in a civilized society.
The question of uprooting such ills on a global scale is quite topical. In
South Africa the racist are engaged in bloody repressive measures against the
black majority of the population. Pogroms and harassment of Africans,
Indians, Turks and immigrants from other Asian countries, have become more
frequent in Western Europe. In the United States, in recent years racism has
clearly mounted a counteroffensive, Furthermore, for how many years, and for
what well-known reasons, have the Arab people of Palestine remained an exile?

As to political prisoners: We have no such prisoners anymore than we
persecute citizens for their convictions. In our country people are not tried
for their convictions.

However, any country has the duty to defend itself against those who make
eriminal attempts against it, who call for undermining or destroying it or,
finally, who spy for foreign intelligence services. Our laws qualify such
actions as state crimes. Of late, as I have been informed, slightly more than
200 people are serving sentences in the USSR for a variety of such crimes.

About Sakharov. I have already had the opportunity to answer a similar
question, for which reason I shall be brief. As we know, he committed illegal
actions. This has been frequently reported in the press. Steps consistent
with our legislation were taken in his case.

The actual current situation is as follows. Sakharov lives in Gorkiy, under
normal circumstances, engaged in scientific work and remaining a full member
of the USSR Academy of Sciences. To the best of my knowledge, he is in good
health.

His wife recently went abroad for medical treatment. As to Sakharov himself,
he remains the bearer of secrets of particular national importance, for which
reason he cannot go abroad.

About censorship: we do have censorship. Its task is to block the
publication in the press of governmental and military secrets and to prevent
the propaganda of war, violence, cruelty, insults to individuals and
pornography. The choice of works to be published and their editing,
abridging, ete., 1is a matter for the mass information media and publishing
houses themselves, for their editors and editorial councils. All I can add to
this is that in one aspect or another, such censorship exists in all
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countries. In your country, for example, it is the owners of newspapers and
publishing houses or the editors they hire who determine what to print and
what not to print. People can be tried for slander or for revealing state
secrets, not to mention the practice widespread in the United States of
removing books from school libraries under the pressure of reactionary groups,
including, as was reported at the latest congress of the Pen Club, books by
writers such as Dostoyevskiy, Hemingway and even Dickens, not to mentions the
"Diary of Anne Frank." These are facts and, as we know, facts are stubborn
things.

It is a pity that in France and, generally, in the West, there is such little
familiarity with the Soviet press, television and radio. Freedom of speech
and criticism is quite extensive in our country. Open and sometimes rather
sharp debates take place. This is particularly obvious now, on the eve of the
congress. Honestly speaking, I consider hypocritical the mounting of 1loud
campaigns, the purpose of which is to "prove" that the USSR (read socialism in
general) is a society in which monotony, official unanimity of thought, etc.,
predominates.

In our country an active life stance and struggle against injustice and
violations of legality and social morality is a behavioral standard codified
in the constitution which gives every citizen the right to criticize.
Furthermore, those who hinder criticism, who, in my view, are quite frequently
described in rather soft terms as "suppressors of criticism," break the law.
An official, whatever his position, can be even tried in court for such
actions. Our press, radio and television may not be perfect. As a whole,
however, they are a broad and free rostrum for public opinion.

Question: The question is frequently asked in various Western circles: Have
the vestiges of Stalinism been surmounted in the Soviet Union?

Answer: ngtalinism" is a concept invented by the opponents of commuhism and
extensively used to defame the Soviet Union and socialism as a whole.

Thirty years have passed since the question of surmounting the cult of
Stalin's personality was raised and a CPSU Central Committee decree on this
problem was promulgated at the 20th Party Congress. Let us bluntly say that
these were not easy decisions for our party. This was a test of party
principle-mindedness and loyalty to Leninism.

I believe that we withstood this trial honorably and drew the necessary
conclusions from the past. This applies to the life of the party itself and
to Soviet society at large. We consider our most important task to be the
further development of intraparty democracy and socialist democracy in
general, and strengthening the principles of collectivity in work and the
broadening of publicity. The party and its Central Committee demand modesty
of the people elected to leading positionms. They encourage in the party
members intolerance of flattery and toadiness. We ascribe and will continue
to ascribe tremendous importance to the maintaining and strengthening
socialist legality and will always maintain strict control over law
enforcement authorities. All of these are major trends in political work
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currently carried out by our party. Such concern and our entire life today
convincingly answer your question.

Question: How will the processes currently taking place in your country
affect cultural life in the USSR with which, incidentally, the West is poorly
familiar?

Answer: It is true that the West is very poorly acquainted with our cultural
life. Quite frankly, some people in the West make use of this situation,
simply cramming forgeries in the minds of the people and distorting the true
situation. ' - -

The Soviet Union is currently experiencing a period of noticeable cultural
upsurge. We number among our contemporaries many outstanding writers, poets,
composers, painters, actors and opera, ballet, drama and motion-picture
directors. They are outstanding in global rather than only domestic terms.
In our country literature and art are the domain not of a handful of experts
and patrons but of the huge popular masses. Classical and contemporary poetry
and prose-~-both Soviet and foreign and, naturally, French--are published in
the Soviet Union in editions unparalleled elsewhere. The most outstanding
phenomenon of our cultural life, however, is the extensive development of
people's artistic creativity.

It is on this level, I believe, that the changes which are taking place in the
life of our society will unquestionably have a beneficial influence on Soviet
culture.

OQur country has everything necessary to ensure its further rapid development
and comprehensive blossoming: the level of education of the broad masses, the
excellent traditions of profound respect, interest and attraction for
spiritual values, access to the entire wealth and variety of our country's
multinational culture and, finally, the policy of the party, which considers
the development of the spiritual 1life of society one of its highest
priorities. We are currently also thinking of significantly strengthening the
material base of culture and the entire spiritual area.

Question: May we now turn to international problems. Could the American
"star wars" plans lead to war? After the Geneva summit do you note any new
signs of the restoration of detente in international relations?

Answer: You have asked two questions.

First, on the American "star wars" program. It is our deep conviction that
this program truly increases the threat of war and, at some stage, could make
it 1likely. The grounds for such a conclusion have been mentioned frequently
and in sufficient detail. ' Let me draw attention merely to one aspect of the
problem. Although the implementation of this entire “star wars"™ plan 1is
scheduled to take decades and although only a handful of "enthusiasts" believe
in its possible realization, it would lead to rather serious consequences in
the very near future, should the United States persist in this matter. The
question is that by implementing the "star wars" program Washington is
essentially deliberately wrecking current talks and voiding all exiting
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accords on armament limitations. In such a case, in the next few years the
USSR, the United States, their allies and the entire world would find
themselves in an absolutely uncontrollable arms race, strategic chaos, most
dangerous undermining of stability and a universal insecurity and fear of
catastrophe, related to such an increase in the risk. This, I repeat, is a
danger which threatens not our grandchildren but ourselves, all of us, all
mankind.

What is the purpose of this risk? I assume that, President Reagan personally
believes in the "salutary" mission of "star wars." However, if the purpose of
all of this is to put an end to the nuclear threat, why would the United
States not agree in principle with the latest proposal of the USSR, which
calls for a much shorter, direct, inexpensive and, above all, safe way to
eliminate the nuclear threat: the total elimination of nuclear weapons. T
emphasize the word safer, for the path currently suggested by the United
States leading to this objective is hopeless and, the assertions of "star
wars" supporters notwithstanding, nuclear weapons will not simply "age" but,
conversely, will be perfected. Matters could become so difficult that a
solution would have to be entirely reassigned to computers and automatic
machines. This will make human civilization the hostage of machines and,
therefore, of technical faults and breakdowns the danger of which was
confirmed yet once again by the recent tragedy with the American Challenger
space ship, which was reliable and repeatedly tested and tried to the limits
of today's possibilities.

I am confident that this is well understood in Washington as well and that in
that city also there would be a minimum of ten cynics per "believer" in such a
surrealistic plan for salvation from the nuclear threat, cynics who have in
mind something entirely different from what, obviously, President Reagan
speaks and dreams about. For example, realizing that "an impenetrable shield"
cannot be created, some of them are willing to accept a lesser, -a limited
antimissile defense which, combined with the means of a preemptive strike at
the retaliatory forces of the other side, would create the possibility of
launching a nuclear aggression with impunity. Others are simply after
profits. Others again would like to undermine the Soviet economy by involving
the USSR in a space arms race. Some would like to increase the technological
advance of the United States over Western Europe and thus make the latter
dependent.... and so on.

Therefore, the question of "star wars" is rather broad. In this case we have
a clash not only between views on this specific program but also between two
approaches, two concepts of security.

The American concept is one of ensuring security above all through military-
technical means and, in this case, through new "superweapons," through a
technical trick which would make it possible to come out of the nuclear dead
end.  Despite the rather vague and ridiculously implausible talks of the
readiness to share the "technological miracle" with other countries (including
the USSR) "at the proper time," what the United States wants in order to come
out of this dead end is to achieve absolute security for itself while putting
all others in a position of "absolute danger."
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The Soviet concept is one of ensuring equal security for all through a
reduction of armaments and disarmament, including the total elimination of all
types of mass destruction weapons, for in our time there can be no . security
for the USSR without security for the United States and security for the
Warsaw Pact without security for NATO. Yet without such reciprocal security
no universal security is possible.

In answer to your question, let me particularly single out the question of
freeing Europe from nuclear weapons, above all from medium-range missiles,
which are seriously undermining European security. Here a well we are
Jjustified in relying on the realism and prudence of British and, haturally,
French policy. .

The supporters of nuclear armaments are using the argument that the
elimination of such weapons would leave the West "helpless" in the face of
Soviet "superiority" in the area of so-called conventional weapons, I shall
not argue at this point whether such "superiority" exists or not. What
matters is something else: our suggestions also call for reducing such
armaments and for strengthening measure of confidence. We did not call for
putting an end to nuclear weapons simply for the sake of shifting the arms
race to other areas, which, in time, will become no less dangerous.

We realize that the implementation of our concept of security will demand a
tremendous effort, work, a stubborn struggle and the break of thousand-year
old traditions which I already mentioned. However, the world can simply not
continue to live and act as before under the real threat of nuclear war.

Is a world without weapons, a world without war possible at all? ‘I could
answer this question with another question: is it conceivable to safeguard
human civilization by steadily pursuing an accelerated arms race, intensifying
tension and balancing on a steadily narrowing brink of war?

Have there been noticeable symptoms of resumption of detente in international
relations after the Geneva summit? In my view, caution should be displayed in
making an assessment. Yes, some features are beginning to appear. It is not
merely a question of individual moves in the area of Soviet-American
relations: they are rather limited and peripheral, and do not affect basic
problems. However, a certain change in the political atmosphere is already
being felt. This has restored in many nations the hope and faith in the
possibility of a return to detente, a halt in the senseless arms race and the
development of normal and peaceful international cooperation. This 1is
something real and politically essential.

The change in political atmosphere is helping us, is helping the Soviet Union
to approach more daringly and decisively the formulation of new proposals and
new initiatives. I am sometimes askedthe following: can the Soviet Union
trust that the present U.S. administration and the governments of sone
countries allied with it would agree to the new Soviet proposals such as, for
example, a total ban on nuclear explosions, gradual elimination of nuclear
weapons in Europe and in the rest of the world, prevention of the arms race in
space, etc.?
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The question is legitimate. However, politics, ' in the nuclear century in
particular, -cannot .be based on the principle of does one trust one's partner
in general or not. - A policy must be structured on real _foundations, taking
into consideration the deployment of forces in the international arena, the
needs of the time, the interest of one's people and of other peoples, and the
interests of universal peace. . Since such is the case, as a socialist state,
the Soviet Union is simply obligated to offer to the world a radical
alternative to nuclear war and a program for resolving problems facing all
mankind, which would be realistic and take into consideration the interests of
all nations. = Such proposals are in the nature of "moments of truth." They
force our partners in the talks to drop their masks and to indicate the true
purposes of their policies. When we suggested a moratorium on nuclear
explosions we were told that we were sly, having conducted during that year
extensive  tests (which, incidentally, was not true) and now are asking the
United States to halt such tests. However, this is the Tth consecutive month
during which we have had no tests. Now the United States as well can no
longer use this pretext. It then raised the question of control and
verification. We expressed readiness for all verification measures. This
pretext as well was dropped. What is left? Is it not exclusively the U.S.
resolve to pursue the arms race at all costs?

V.I. Lenin's Decree on Peace (which, incidentally, was the very first decree
of the new Soviet system) expressed the firm intention of the first socialist
state in history to pursue a policy and act fopenly in front of the entire
nation,” and to address its suggestions "to the governments and peoples" and
"help the peoples to intervene in problems of war and peace." "We," Lenin
said, in submitting the draft of this decree to the Congress of Soviets, "are
struggling against the deception of governments which keep talking about peace
and justice whereas in fact engage in predatory wars of conquest" ("Poln.
Sobr. Soch." [Complete Collected Works], wvol 35, pp 15-17). He also said,
bearing in mind relations between the land of the soviets and the capitalist
states, that "we do not dare, we must not give governments the opportunity to
hide behind our 1ntransigence and to conceal from the peoples the reason for
which they are sending them to the slaughter. .+sUltimata would ease the
situation of our opponents. We intend to present all conditions to the
people. We shall formulate to all governments our conditions and let them
answer to their own nations" (ibid., p. 20).

Such 1s the principle-minded communist formulation of the problenm. 1
deliberately recalled these Leninist words and principles. A deep similarity
exists between the situation then and now. In 1917, in the midst of World War
I, the main problem was how to end sooner the bloodshed imposed on the peoples
by the imperialist governments., V.I. Lenin and the party decided that the
most efficient way was to address themselves not only to the governments but
the peoples as well, Today the peoples of the world are involved in the arms
race, in a nuclear rivalry, which is raising the threat of an even more
terrible slaughter. Naturally, as we work persistently and painstakingly on
resolving these problems with the Western governments, we also turn to the
peoples, we inform them of our policy.
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Question: Are there reasons to hope for an end to‘the war in‘Afghanistan in
the immediate future and, consequently, for the withdrawal of Soviet forces
from that country? :

Answer: We would 1like this very much and will do everything possible to
achieve it. As we know, the Afghan government stands on the same position.
It is prepared to go quite a distance to settle the difficult problems of the
country's domestic development and actively to involve the various political
forces in the center and the provinces in organizing llfe, including
representatives of tribes, the clergy, the intelligentsia and business
circles. -

Nevertheless, not everything here depends on the Afghan government. Involved
in this conflict and resulting from outside interference, are forces
interested 1in extending and broadening it: Pakistan and the United States,
Western Europe as well could influence the course of events. I believe that
if these forces would soberly assess the situation in Afghanistan and around
it and, naturally, consider their own interests and the interests of universal
peace, means of assisting in the solution of the problem could be found.

Question: Could Soviet-French relations be improved and what would this
necessitate? :

Answver: Naturally, they could. I would even say that they must be improved.
The Soviet Union favor extensive cooperation with France and friendship
between the Soviet and French peoples. Differences between the USSR and
France are by no means obstacles to agreements and cooperation. This is our
firm, long-time and principle-minded position. We consider improvements in
reciprocal understanding and organization of cooperation between the USSR and
France important in terms of the .basic¢ interest of our countries:
strengthening peace in Europe and throughout the world .and improving the
international situation.

The purpose of the summit meeting in Paris, in the autumn of 1985, was to give
a new impetus to Soviet-French relations. Something has already been achieved
of late. From our viewpoint, however, major unused opportunities remain. .I
would like to hope that our countries will become active partners in resolving
problems on a historical scale, such as curbing the arms race and the total
elimination of nuclear weapons and other mass destruction weapons and
preventing the creation of offensive space armaments.

Considering their large scientific and technical and intellectual potential
and experience, the Soviet Union and France could set a good example of
cooperation in science and technology. In addition to the further development
of trade and economic relations this, incidentally, could help to a certain
extent solve the French employment problem. :

Historically, the situation has developed in such a way that Soviet-French
relations have traditionally been based on the mutual sympathy and respect of
the two peoples for each other. This makes even more puzzling to us the
stubborn aspiration on the part of some circles in your country to develop
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among the French people dislike of and mistrust in the Soviet Union and to
create a false image of our country and its policy. We are grateful to the
French communists and to L'HUMANITE for opposing anti-Sovietism and telling
the truth about the Soviet Union and about socialism. We consider this one of
the important forms of solidarity between the FCP and our party.

The communist movement is strong precisely because of such solidarity--
solidarity in fact--of all its member parties, which are equal and
independent, which operate under different conditions and resolve different
problems, while remaining united in the common struggle for the interests of
the toiling masses and for peace and soclialism,

In conclusion, I would like to send warm greetings and good wishes to the
readers of L'HUMANITE, to the French communists and to all French working
people. ~

In the course of the presentatin of the answers to the French comrades, a warm
and comradely talks was held between M.S. Gorbachev and R. Lerois.

R. Lerois: I would 1like to thank you for the straightforwardness and
frankness with which you answered our questions. The topics they cover are of
great interest to the French people, who are short of objective information.
I must regretfully note that the French mass information media are pursuing
currently, in their majority, a sharply anti-Soviet line.

M.S. Gorbachev: In their contacts with us, members of different French
circles, including the president, have mentioned the traditionally friendly
nature of our relations and the fact that they are rooted in history. They
have emphasized the aspiration to preserve such relations and to give them a
new meaning. Such is our position as well. We are in favor of maintaining
traditional friendly relations with France and are doing everything we can to
develop good Soviet-French relations. Against the background of all this we
find it hard to understand why a campaign unfriendly to the USSR has become so
widespread in France.

Or else consider, for example, the fact that recently several members of the
Soviet embassy were expelled from France for allegedly engaging in
inadmissible activities. Once again the ghost of "Soviet spies" is roaming in
France. Naturally, this is a totally unfounded act carried out under a
fictitious pretext. Suffice it to mention, for example, that one of those
accused of "inadmissible contacts" was a technical official who worked
exclusively within the confines of the embassy, had no contacts whatsoever
with foreigners and did not even speak a foreign language. All of this cannot
fall to puzzle us. What are the political considerations behind all of this?
Is this done for reasons of domestic policy or what?

As I already mentioned in my discussions with President Mitterrand, we
sincerely try to make Soviet-French relations very dynamic and to cooperate
with France and its people and political forces on problems of common interest
to both our countries. However, this does not mean that we shall not react to
unfriendly acts toward our country. Thus, in this case as well, we must take
adequate responsive steps. -
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It would be erroneous to believe that the Soviet Union is more interested in
having good relations with France than France is in having good relations with
the Soviet Union. I believe that both countries are mutually interested in
preserving and developing reciprocal good relations.

R. Lerois: Obviously, the French people are particularly interested in a
rapprochement and cooperation with the Soviet Union.

M.S. Gorbachev: In pursuing our foreign policy, we always take into
consideration the interest of France and its people. This is confirmed by our
recent suggestions, formulated in my 15 January 1986 declaration.

Incidentally, in formulating our suggestions, we deem it natural to take into
consideration the 1legitimate interests not only of France but also, 1let us
say, of the United States, our partner. Otherwise such proposals would not be
realistic.

In my discussions with President Mitterrand I mentioned and would 1like to
repeat now that we do not have even the slightest intention of harming French
security. In our recent proposals we proceeded from the fact that France,
like Great Britain, would join the process of nuclear disarmament only when
significant reductions in nuclear weapons have been made by the United States
-and the Soviet Union. For the time being, we would like to hope that while
the arsenals of American and Soviet weapons are being reduced, France and
Great Britain will not continue to increase their nuclear power.

R. Lerois: We are following with interest the breparations for your 27th
Party Congress.

M.S. Gorbachev: At our congress we shall thoroughly indicate the way in which
we intend to bring to 1light in our country ever more extensively the
possibilities of socialism and to realize its potential. I believe that this
will be our contribution to the common struggle waged by the communists for a
better and a just society. We shall continue to pursue an active foreign
policy in defending the cause of a durable peace and aspire to the elimination
of nuclear weapons on earth. Naturally, this is very important also in the
sense that it characterizes the firm support of the cause of peace by
socialism,
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TOWARDS THE 27TH PARTY CONGRESS--DISCUSSION OF CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE DRAFTS

REVIEWING MILITANCY
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 3, Feb 86 (signed to press 11 Feb 86) pp 26-35
[Article by R. Vid]

[Text] The Maritime Kray shares with the rest of the country an intensive and
rich 1life. What is its current contribution to the solution of nationwide
problems and what must be done to make the efforts for the further advancement
of all aspects of the socialist society maximally energetic and businesslike?
In discussing such topical problems, the participants in the 21st Maritime
Kray Party Conference concentrated on problems of public production
intensification, upgrading the social activeness of the working people and the
communist upbringing of the people.

Not much was said at the conference about successes, not because, naturally,
they were all too modest during the period under consideration. There were
achievements and they were properly rated: during the 11th 5-Year Plan the
Maritime Kray earned on three occasions the Red Challenge Banner of the CPSU
Central Committee, USSR Council of Ministers, AUCCTU and Komsomol Central
Committee for successes achieved in the all-union socialist competition. In
concentrating on unsolved problems and eriticizing defects and omissions in
the work, the speakers persistently tried to consolidate the psychological
mood of comprehensive acceleration of the country's socioeconomic progress and
achieving a qualitatively new status of the society, which were established in
the party after the April 1985 Central Committee Plenum. The study of the
activities of the primary party organizations, the party committees in
industrial and agricultural enterprises and the CPSU raykoms and gorkoms in
the Maritime area, which I was able to visit in the course of my assignment,
offered additional proof of the fact that the majority of people in Maritime
Kray consider this to be the only proper approach.

Naturally, the tone of the discussion held at the conference was set by the
accountability report of the Maritime CPSU Kraykom, submitted by D. Gagarov,
its first secretary, and the report submitted by V. Safronov, second Kkraykom
secretary, on the tasks of the kray party organization, based on the draft
Basic Directions in the Economic and Social Development of the USSR in 1986~
1990 and the Period Until the Year 2000. "Today we must carry out the main
instruction of the party members who elected us delegates to this conference:
to find out in detail who does not work at full capacity and why, and how to
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tighten up the weak 1links in order to avoid shifting the o0ld burden of
shortcomings to the new 5-year plan," the accountability report emphasized. I
believe that the proceedings of the conference were entirely consistent with
this serious and important objective.

Incentives for Activeness

Understandably, the main topic of the accountability report was that of the
party-political management of the economic and social development of the kray.
Most generally, what were the results of the efforts of the Maritime party
members and the Kray CPSU Committee in this most important area of work? The
main conclusion drawn at the conference was that during the period under
accountability the kray's economy began to develop dynamically, that the
growth rates of public production were accelerated and that quality indicators
improved.

The results have been quite encouraging. In 1984-1985 the kray's industry
achieved an increase in the volume of output equivalent to the increase
achieved during the first 3 years of the 5-year plan and fulfilled its 5-year
plan considerably ahead of schedule.: This was achieved essentially as a
result of higher labor productivity. Goods worth 390 million rubles were
produced over and above the annual plan for the 5-year period. The growth
rates of construction work as well exceeded the level reached in the first 3
years. All transport enterprises overfulfilled their freight hauling plans.

The rural working people improved their work as well. They were able
significantly to reduce their shortfalls which had occurred in the first years
of the 5-year plan (with substantial help by sponsoring organizations, it is
true) for the production of meat, milk, honey and furs and to surmount the
lack and fulfill their 5-year plan for potato growing. Currently population
needs are satisfied fully for potatoes and eggs and largely for vegetables and
meat and dairy products produced locally. We must bear in mind that fish is a
substantial part of the nutrition of the Maritime population: its per-capita
consumption here is higher by a factor of almost 2.5 compared with the
national average.

The well-being of the working people in Maritime Kray improved as well. In
the course of the 5-year period the wages of workers and employees increased
by 13 percent and the average kolkhoz member wage by 24 percent. In 1985 the
average wage of workers and employees in Maritime Kray was 239 rubles. Social
consumption funds increased as well. In the past 2 years alone approximately
30,000 apartments were built with a total (useful) area of 1.8 million square
meters. Consumer goods production increased by 17 percent. Currently the
percentage of consumer goods produced by Maritime Kray enterprises accounts
for 92 percent of the overall trade in the kray. A total of some 40 million
rubles was spent for the construction of health care projects.

Therefore, Maritime Kray is substantially advancing in many areas of
socioeconomic development. However, this is by no means a smooth process.
Almost one out of eight enterprises systematically fails to fulfill its plans
for labor productivity; one out of three enterprises does not fulfill its plan
for commodity procurements and one out of five for production costs. The
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construction workers did not use the full amount of capital investment funds
appropriated for the 11th 5-Year Plan and were unable to complete a number of
important kray projects. The agricultural workers remain in debt to the
state, having failed to fulfill their plan for the sale of many valuable
products. The plan for trade and consumer services was not fulfilled in
Maritime Kray between 1982 and 1985. Today output per ruble of industrial
capital assets is approximately 25 percent below the national average; the
indicator drops to 32 percent in agriculture. In construction capital returns
did not exceed three-quarters of the 1980 level.

Naturally, the speaker could not analyze all the reasons for breakdowns in the
kray's public production. Furthermore, the solution of many crucial economic
problems is beyond the scope of the kraykom's competence. However, the work
of the kray's party committees during the period under accountability was
considered thoroughly and self-critically.

The pivot of this work was the 1984 review of the militancy of the primary
party organizations, under the slogan "Completing the 11th 5-Year Plan
Requires Specific Organizational Work and Highly Productive Toil!"™ Above all,
the review made it possible to strengthen the decisive production sectors with
party members: party ranks were significantly reinforced in construction,
agriculture, 1light industry and railroad transport. The party stratum among
brigade leaders, foremen, technicians and secondary level specialists
increased by more than 10 percent. An additional 130 party groups and 64 shop
and primary party organizations were created.

The CPSU kraykom also undertook the more efficient demarcating among the
functions of party, soviet and economic bodies and improving their work style.
A single rule for such work was established for all levels: the number of
staffs and commissions was reduced and the system of organization of the
socialist competition, in which the emphasis was on indicators consistent with
intensification purposes, ' was streamlined. Monthly forecasting of the
implementation of plans by sector, rayon and city was introduced during the
accountability period, which makes possible the more efficient prevention of
lagging and breakdowns. As a result, the party's influence on economic
development significantly increased, the principle of unity among
organizational, economic and ideological activities is being observed more
firmly and the center of gravity of all party-political work is being
systematically shifted to the labor collectives.

The stipulations of the review were initially applied only to the primary
party organizations in traditionally ndifficult” sectors--agriculture,
construction and the light and food industries. Gradually, however, the party
organizations in other sectors began to adopt them on a voluntary basis.

The first stage of the review involved the participation of 781 primary and
1,277 shop organizations and 2,027 party groups. In March 1985, taking into
consideration the wishes of the party members, the 9th Kraykom Plenum expanded
the review, thus including party organizations of railroad workers and at
enterprises within the fuel and energy complex and housing-communal services,
as a result of which another 209 primary and 232 shop party organizations and
356 party groups totaling more than 10,000 people joined in the creative
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search for ways to energize party work. All in all, one out of three primary
party organizations and almost every second shop party organization as well as
some 2,500 party groups participated in the review. i

A trip to Mikhaylovskiy Rayon, which was a base area for the review in animal
husbandry, enable me to study more closely the practical forms and methods of
this work.

"Initially, honestly speaking, no clear concept of the essence of this
initiative existed in the local areas," A. Yefimov, Mikhaylovskiy CPSU Raykom
first secretary said. "Many secretaries expressed doubts concerning the
formalism of this initiative. Now, they have become truly involved in this

review, for they can see that the results are actual rather than on paper..

Above all, it energized the people. We have held discussions with virtually
every party and candidate-party member; simply stated, we discussed frankly
the way they personally conceived their role in the implementation of the Food
Program, what concerned and what displeased them in their work and the work of
the collective and, finally, what made them indignant. We discussed the most
vital features, above all the responsibility of the party members for their
work sector. Remarks were voiced frankly, in a comradely fashion, and many of
them were addressed at us. Both sides benefited.... »

Everything related to the review of the militancy of the party organizations
is scrupulously recorded, summed up and supervised by the party raykom.
Remarks and suggestions are closely studied. Their essence is determined and
what steps were taken and if no steps were taken, why not, are noted. In the
course of 2,231 talks, including 770 repeats, 621 remarks and suggestions were
formulated, as follows: 367 addressed to individual party members, 183 to
primary party organizations and 71 to the party raykom. As the documents
prove, 561 of them were followed up. For the time being, there is no
possibility of implementing the remainder, for they require additional
material and financial outlays which cannot be borne so far by the farms and
the rayon. The talks also brought to light some unseemly actions by members
of party organizations. Party reprimands were issued to 10 people and 6 were
expelled from the party and dismissed from their jobs. Seven candidate party
members proved unworthy of and were denied full party membership.

According to Yu. Dneprovoy, Rossiya Kolkhoz party buro secretary, the main
purpose of the review is to ensure permanent supervision over the . activities
of party members. He showed the log book in which the results of the . talks
with every party member were described in detail and the criticism addressed
to him and to the kolkhoz party organization and board by him were noted.

"We have six party groups, the largest of which consists of 15 members," Yu.
Dneprovoy said. "We created a review commission which included the members of
the party buro, the party group organizers and party and 1labor veterans.
Attendance to meetings has increased. As secretary, I naturally must work
harder than before. However, this brings discipline and pleasure. One
realizes that such work is not wasted...."

What specific benefits come from talks with the party members? For example,
driver A. Melnikova and tractor driver N. Frol, both party members, were
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assigned to strengthen the party group of the dairy complex during the winter -
period. The latter made a suggestion on the rational utilization of fodder
and good results were obtained. Or else in the course of the discussion,
kolkhoz economist O. Kiseleva made a suggestion she had previously hesitated
to make: to draft a detailed memorandum concerning economy of different
materials, fodder, fuel and electric power. Today every kolkhoz member is
familiar with resource outlay norms and the extent to which he is responsible
for violating them. Many other suggestions were voiced. Equally important is
the fact that the attitude toward them changed. Whereas in the past some
suggestions were simply ignored, today every party member 1is under the
constant supervision of the kolkhoz party buro whose secretary reports on a
weekly basis on accomplishments at raykom party meetings at which the
militancy of primary party organizations is reviewed.

The participants in the Maritime Kray party conference who realistically
assessed their accomplishments, said that that substantial possibilities of
upgrading economic efficiency and work quality are left unused. This is
frequently the result of omissions and errors in the style and methods of
party leadership of the national economy. Indicative in this sense was the
speech delivered by V. Tolkachev, party committee secretary at the Askold
Machine Building Plant in Arsenyev. The enterprise was 1listed among the
frontrankers in the accountability report. However, the party committee
secretary discussed not the successes achieved by the collective but the lost
opportunities: '

nye are described as leaders in the acceleration of scientific and technical
progress. However, 1if we compare our achievements with the demands of the
party's Central Committee and the role assigned to science and technology in
the draft new edition of the CPSU program, the enterprise's party members
cannot fail to realize that they have merely taken the first steps...."

In support of this statement, V. Tolkachev cited quite indicative facts.
Thus, in some production sectors more than 45 percent of the workers perform
manual labor and machine tools and computers are used far below capacity. In
the discussion of the precongress documents the party members frankly said
that the party committee and the shop party organizations are insufficiently
concerned with enhancing the creative initiative of the working people: up to
40 percent of rationalization suggestions are ignored by the plant; the
progressive "Aksayskiy" method for revising output norms should be applied
more extensively. Only one out of six workers with higher technical training
has been promoted to a leading position, while only one-third of the foremen
have higher training and more than 30 percent of the workers listed as
promotion reserve have not mastered their respective skill. Only 26 percent
of shop and sector chiefs and foremen are party members; the party committee
has consistently ignored some 40 percent of the engineering and technical
personnel newly accepted into the party in training reserves. Although aware
of the practice of filling leading positions on a competitive basis, so far
nothing has been done in this connection at the Askold Enterprise.

Briefly, if even leading collectives have great opportunities for accelerating

scientific and technical progress, what could one say about lagging
enterprises?
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Many party committee members, including those of the kray party committee,
were specifically criticized in the accountability report and the speeches.
They were criticized for being slow in realizing the importance of newly
arising problems, inefficiency, poor help to subordinate party committees and
organizations, underestimating the party's influence on economic managers and
labor collectives and poorly organizing verification of the implementation of
decisions. Some were criticized for connivance with violators of state and
party discipline, for a 1liking for M"streamlined" information and for
eliminating "sharp angles" in conflict situations. The assertion of the
Leninist principles 1in intraparty relations are an inexhaustible source of
strength and purity of our ranks. This thought was constantly present in the
discussion which Maritime Kray party members held on their vital problems.

Sea and Shore

The Maritime Kray people self-critically assessed their activities and tend to
blame themselves above all for shortcomings. Nevertheless, - they have
unquestionably the right to rely on the sympathetic attention of union
ministries and departments regarding their production and social needs.
Unfortunately, such attention is by no means always given. It is not a
question of philanthropy but of lost opportunities and of increasing the
contribution which the working people in Maritime Kray could make to
increasing the national wealth.

Relations described here with the brief formula of "shore-sea" trigger one of
the most crucial problems. The Maritime Kray is the main "fishing shop" in
the country and its largest transportation and transshippment center. The
needs of this industry are met by a developed fishing fleet covering the vast
area of the Pacific, Indian and Arctic Oceans and the merchant marine and
refrigerator fleet most closely related to it. Two of the largest shipping
administrations and dry-good freighters and tankers accounting for more than
80 percent of the Maritime transportation in the Far East are based in
Vladivostok and Nakhodka. A large fleet of coastal fishing vessels is in
operation, There is no need to describe in detail how complex and developed
the production and social infrastructure have to be to ensure the efficient
work of this armada of ships and the normal work of the people they employ.

We must frankly say, however, that in this respect the "shore" is developed
quite inadequately and that the pace of its development is always behind the
requirements of the workers at sea, requirements which are by no means
exaggerated. This was convinecingly mentioned at the conference by Hero of
Socialist Labor Yu. Volkov, captain of the trawler "Skadovsk" of the
Preobrazhenskaya Trawling Fleet Base, whose crew fulfilled 15 annual
assignments during the 5-year period, and who has been elected delegate to the
27th CPSU Congress: .

"Let us mention, above all, the shortage of receiving capacities ‘at the peak
of the fishing season, and the idling of ships for lack of containers, fuel
and water. At our Dbase alone unproductive time losses for such reasons
totaled about 4,000 ship/days during the 5-year period. Within that time we
could have caught more than 100,000 tons of fish, Another problem is
replacing the physically worn-out ships. Over the past 5 years 15 ships have
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been written off but only four new ones have been received. Repairs and
technical servicing of the ships are exceptionally weak areas. The opinion of
the fishermen is that the party members who manage the Ministry of Fish
Industry and the Dalryba and Primorrybprom associations are either unable or
unwilling efficiently to eliminate the difficulties which hinder the growth of
output. Our needs are inseparable from shore work. It is difficult to set up
stable labor collectives without cadre turnover. One of the main reasons for
the turnover is the scarcity of sociocultural amenities, housing in
particular. Currently 25 percent of our base personnel are on a housing
waiting list."

Similar problems were raised also by N. Garshina, worker at the "Rybak
Vladivostoka" processing ship. This most recently received ship contains, in
addition to modern equipment, equipment which is obsolete or totally
inoperative. This disturbs the technological process and causes substantial
losses. There is no way to replace or repair it. It is frequently impossible
to deliver the canned fish, for Dalrybsbyt refuses to accept it "for the time
being," citing lack of demand.

"As a deputy of the Vladivostok city soviet," N. Garshina said, "I know that
during the 11th 5-Year Plan more than 100,000 residents of the city improved
their housing conditions, except for the Dalmoreprodukt workers, one-half of
whom have no housing whatsoever in Vladivostok. Hundreds of young families
are forced to live aboard the processing ship for a number of years, with no
hope of obtaining an apartment.... For that reason alone many of them do not
stay long in Maritime Kraye.oo®

This alarming situation was confirmed during my conversation with N.
Neskoromnyuk, chief of the Vostokrybkholodflot Administration:

"The technical retooling of the fishing fleet and the transport and
refrigeration support fleet is very slow. Consequently, the need for ship
repair and rebuilding increases whereas the capacities of ship repair yards
remain virtually the same. For example, the floating base "Sovetskaya
Rossiya," one of the largest of its kind in the Far East, has been waiting to
be repaired since last May. Also waiting is the high-tonnage "Spassk™ Dbase.
Another five ships belonging to our administration are also waiting their turn
for repairs. Lack of fuel and railroad cars increases unproductive idling
which totaled 30,000 ship/days in 1985 for the Vostokrybkholodflot alone. As
to housing for the sailors, we have 3,700 workers on shore who have no housing
at all. During the 5-Year plan all we received were 37 apartments.”

The people of Maritime Kray are also concerned with the situation which has
developed with marketing the fish. A query to the fish industry department of
the Maritime CPSU Kraykom revealed that on 1 January 1986 nearly 100 million
standard-size tins of canned fish had accumulated in the warehouses of the Far
Eastern  Marketing Office and aboard the ships of the Maritime Kray Fishing
Industry Administration. Currently, the enterprises are hastily reorganizing
their work for the production of better quality canned fish, which is in great
demand by the population. However, urgent measures must be taken by the USSR
Ministry of Fish Industry and Ministry of Trade to resolve the problem of
marketing the already canned fish.
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Incidentally, a word about the new and improved variety. N. Ivanov, director
of the fish combine in Vladivostok, in displaying a number of delicacies made
of fish and other sea products, the manufacturing technology for which had
been long developed, complained that it is impossible for them to bring them
to the

consumer., The reason? As a rule, processing the technical documentation and
setting the prices of new commodities takes the USSR Ministry of Fish Industry
and Ministry of Trade between 18 months and 2 years.

However, the fishermen are not alone in encountering such difficulties on a
daily basis. The personnel of the Far East and Maritime Shipping
Administrations and of Vladivostok and Nakhodka ports are equally concerned
with problems of the aging of the fleet, the low capacity of the repair base
and transport, housing and sociocultural difficulties. S. Maslov, captain of
the "Grigoriy Alekseyev" motor ship, who described to the delegates the labor
accomplishments of the collective of the Far Eastern Maritime Shipping
Administration, said:

"A great deal could be achieved by eliminating losses at transportation
Junctions. In 1984, the shipping administration lost 2,913,000 tonnage/days
from waiting for freight cars; more than 3.5 million will be lost in 1985,
despite the fact that everyday hundreds of cars are being moved for so-called
railroad adjustment purposes, i.e., they are being moved empty, and frequently
precisely in the direction of our shipments. Why ‘is this?... For two two
reasons: the insufficient exigency toward the managers, 1including by the
transportation and communications department of the kray party committee, and
departmental lack of coordination among transportation workers...."

Many bitter words were said at the conference to the effect that, as in the
past, the national economy in Maritime Kray continues to suffer major losses
only because sectorial ministries and other central departments take 1little
into consideration the specific nature of this area, as they continue one-
sidedly to increase production capacities while showing little concern for the
social development of the collectives of subordinate enterprises.

"For example, the construction of several large enterprises was undertaken in
the town of Partizansk and the Bolshoy Kamen settlement," said D. Karabanov,
kray executive committee chairman, addressing the conference. "The ministries
actively develop industrial construction there but are clearly not in a hurry
to resolve the entire set of social problems. We fail to understand how the
ministry management and the directors of such plants under construction intend
to provide cadres for such enterprises. Or else, let us consider the
following aspect of the problem: some ministries, above all the USSR
ministries of Land Reclamation and Water Resources, Ferrous Metallurgy and
Power and Electrification, are sluggishly increasing at their plants the
production of consumer goods, obviously believing that this is a third-
priority task."

All of these problems are not new. They are raised year after year but, as a
rule, remain unanswered. Is it not time, the delegates to the conference
asked, to put an end to such a one-sided dialogue?
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Intensification Course

On the eve of the 27th CPSU Congress, the Maritime Kray party members analyzed
particularly thoroughly their experience, gains and losses of the past 5
years. The purpose of such extensive analytical work was to identify, ¢to
assess more accurately available reserves, and to regroup their forces in
order to undertake the implementation of the tasks which the high party forum
will most emphatically set to the party and all working people in the country.

The outlines of such tasks are already quite clear. Among others, V.
Safronov, CPSU kraykom second secretary, said in his report that this 5-year
plan the volume of the kray's industrial output will be increased by nearly 25
percent and that it will be doubled by the year 2000. According to the
planned figures, the average annual increase in the volume of industrial
output should be 4.5 percent, This pace is entirely realistic. For example,
the 1985 the kray's volume of industrial output increased by 5.2 percent.
However, the delegates emphasized, no reasons for any complacency exist. One
must always bear in mind the specific nature of the kray's economic
development in the immediate future. It is a question not simply of
increasing the volume of output but of securing it within the firm framework
of national economic procurements, observing the strict production quality
requirements and achieving a significant and, in a number of cases, essential
updating of produced commodities, which presumes the energetic modernizing of
enterprises without interrupting their work.

To what extent are the kray's party organizations and labor collectives ready
to resolve the comprehensive and difficult problems related to economic
intensification? Construction of the Mikhaylovskaya poultry farm by the
Dalshakhtostroy Trust was cited at the conference as an example of such
readiness. Progressive methods were developed and applied through the joint
efforts of customer, designers, builders and executing workers. The party's
leadership skillfully and clearly guided the energy of the collective and a
creative and comradely exigent atmosphere developed at the project. As a

-~ pesult, construction costs were 236,000 rubles below estimates. The project

was not even completed but the farm was already shipping goods to the
customers. '

A number of examples convincingly proved the inexhaustible reserves for
increasing production efficiency, existing in perfecting the forms and methods
of economic management and style of economic activities and in energizing the
human factor. Following is information cited in the accountability report of
the CPSU Kraykom: In the past 5-year period the size of the administrative
apparatus in the kray was not only not reduced to the necessary extent, as
planned, but was increased by more than 13,000 people. To this day the
administrative apparatus in agriculture and the timber and timber processing
industry and in some construction trusts continues to grow at a headlong pace.
Furthermore, this has taken place precisely where the growth rates of output
were the lowest. Is this paradoxical? No, it is the direct consequence of a
faulty obsolete managerial and planning system and excessive caution in
restructuring the forms and methods of economic management. Delegates to the
conference sharply criticized party organizations, the leadership of kray
departments and managements, the kray executive committee and even some
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departments of the CPSU kraykom who had been unable to make the necessary
changes in this most important area of activities.

Each case of 1lack of initiative analyzed at the kray party conference
confirmed, one way or another, that such shortcomings are largely and
frequently mainly the result of low discipline and weak party and state
responsibility on the part of those entrusted with managerial positions.

A thorough study of reserves, which was characteristic of the conference as a
whole, brought to light step by step the guidelines for further progress in
machine building, ore mining, agriculture, fishing, capital construction,
consumer goods production and the power industry. Two essential aspects of
this analysis should be mentioned in particular.

The role of science today is truly infinite in resolving problems of
scientific and technical progress. It was understandable, therefore, that
both in the speeches and in the addresses of the participants in the
conference the activities and prospects of the USSR Academy of Sciences Far
Eastern Scientific Center were closely analyzed. What had been accomplished
to ensure the priority development of science in the region? The creation of
a party committee of the Vladivostok group of scientific institutions marked
the completion of the 1latest stage in the process of streamlining the
structure of the party organizations of the center. A number of steps were
taken to strengthen the personnel and material facilities in Far Eastern
science. Practical experience indicated, however, that accomplishments in
that area are now clearly insufficient.

Delegates to the conference emphasized that the kray CPSU committee, its
department of science and its training institutions were unable to make the
scientific cadres upgrade labor efficiency to the extent required by national
economic practice today. The scientists in the region are not providing
substantial help in resolving problems of the comprehensive utilization of raw
material resources, the technical retooling of enterprises and improvements in
production quality. The presidium of the Far Eastern Scientific Center is
poorly coordinating scientific research in the kray, is slow in developing the
experimental-production base and is tolerating the low output of academic and
other scientific research institutes. The party organizations of the
scientific subunits have not assumed principle-minded positions in assessing
the existing situation. The conclusion is clear: scientists, who are party
members, must dedicate all their strength to surmounting such adverse trends.

Many vivid self-critical statements were made at the conference on the subject
of another exceptionally important problem, the successful solution of which
is of interest to all kray working people: comprehensively strengthening
organization and order. :

As a result of the steps taken for the implementation of the familiar CPSU
Central Committee, USSR Council of Ministers and AUCCTU decrees on
strengthening discipline, in the 5-year period unproductive working time
losses in the kray were reduced by one-half in industry and 25 percent in
transportation. They are substantially declining in a number.of enterprises
in Vladivostok and Arsenyev and in Ussuriyskiy and Khorolskiy Rayons.
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However, to this day there is virtually no enterprise in the kray which has
entirely eliminated unproductive working time losses which, in the 5~year
period, led to the underproduction of goods worth many millions of rubles. It
is a matter of honor for the party members, the delegates to the conference
emphasized, to make the struggle for high conscious discipline at work and
outside work truly widespread. One of the most important and decisive areas
in this struggle is the assertion of a sober way of life.

"Today, as a result of the comprehensively supported steps taken by the party
and the government for the elimination of drunkenness and alcoholism, the
situation in the kray has significantly improved," Hero of Socialist Labor A.
Belov, Dalzavod brigade leader, pointed out in his conference address. "At
the same time, however, it is entirely obvious that the efforts aimed at
implementing the stipulations of the party's Central Committee could turn into
nothing but another campaign without planned and energetic steps, coordinated
on all levels. 1In this matter, we believe, the CPSU kraykom has still has not
made its work systematic. Let me emphasize as chairman of the kray council of
the All-Union Voluntary Society for the Struggle for Sobriety, that many party
organizations undertake the organization of a healthy way of life and cultural
recreation hesitantly and even unwillingly. That is the reason for remaining
violations in the rules governing trade in alcoholic beverages and examples of
inadmissible formalism in organizing counteraction against a major social ill,
such as drunkenness...."

These words are fully consistent with the spirit of the times. Putting all
sectors of our life without exception in order depends, above all, on the
systematic, persistent and purposeful efforts of the party members. This, as
we know, cannot be achieved without well organized ideological education.

The accountability report leads to the conclusion that positive changes in the
style and methods of ideological work by party, soviet and Komsomol
organizations and economic managers are taking place in Maritime Kray and that
the CPSU kraykom is paying constant attention to such activities. "Propaganda
support of the course of intensification" is the way the kray's party members
formulate the task of upgrading the organizational role of ideological
education.

The approach of the Nakhodka city party committee to such problems is given as
an example. Here labor collectives, brigades above all, are becoming the true
centers of communist education of the working people; political and
organizational work among the population is based on age and professional
interests and the specific features of this port, extensively visited by
foreign seamen and tourists. Here counterpropaganda is considered one of the
priority trends in ideological work.

Today, when the comprehensive n"Intensification" socioeconomic program is being
drafted in the kray, an efficient system for providing it with ideological
support should be considered. The question is how to make every working
person in Maritime Kray aware of the entire gravity and difficulty of the
- tasks of the 12th 5-Year Plan through television, the radio and printed and
verbal propaganda, and what forms of educational and organizational work will
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prove to be most effective here. This was considered by many of the speakers
at the conference and was discussed in the course of comradely talks.

The kray party conference proved the high consciousness of the Maritime Kray
party members and their aspiration profoundly to interpret and steadfastly
implement the course of acceleration of the country's socioeconomic
development and to reach a new qualitative status in Soviet society. We are
confident that the slogan of the precongress stage in reviewing the militancy
of primary party organizations "common objectives  with individual
responsibility" will become a manual for action in the 12th 5-Year Plan for
the people of the Maritime Kray.

COPYRIGHT: Izdatelstvo TsK KPSS "Pravda"., "Kommunist", 1986
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UNDERSTANDING THE TASKS OF THE MOMENT
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 3, Feb 86 (signed to press 11 Feb 86) pp 36-U7
[Article by Ye. Bugayev]

[Text] The 19th Congress of the Lithuanian party members--one of the combat
detachments of the great Leninist party--worked intensively and productively
for 2 days. The 9U45 delegates, who represented the nearly 200,000-strong
republic party organization, analyzed self-critically and exigently the
lessons of the past, looked closely at their forthcoming tasks, and expressed
frankly and on a principle-minded basis their views on what of the already
accomplished should be preserved and multiplied and what should be most
clearly and firmly abandoned.

"One of the features of the congress was that it marked the ‘end of the
accountability and election campaign in the republic, 1in the course of which,
in addition to reports on the work done at the meetings of party groups and
shop and primary party organizations and rayon and city party conferences, the
basic documents of the entire party and the prospects for the development of
Soviet society over the next 5 years and beyond that time were discussed. The
interest shown in the accountability and election meetings and conferences and
meetings of labor collectives and at places of residence may be judged by the
fact alone that they involved the participation of nearly 1.5 million people
(out of a population of 3.6 million). More than 10,000 remarks and
supplements were suggested for the draft new edition of the CPSU program and
11,000 for the CPSU statutes (with suggested amendments).

The April 1985 CPSU Central Committee Plenum literally energized the
republic's party organization and working people, as it did the entire party
and Soviet people. The realistic and objective study of achievements and
omissions, of what was not done on time or was done not as planned, the open
and honest explanation of the situation which had developed in the country and
in the international arena and the comprehensive substantiation of the course
of comprehensive acceleration of the country's economy and social development
acted as a powerful catalyst in social life.

The results of the precongress accountability and election campaign in
Lithuania indicated that the republic's party members and working people
warmly. approve and unanimously support CPSU domestic and foreign policy and

39




that they are brimming with resolve to implement it actively and with
dedication. A clear confirmation of this was found in the proceedings of the
19th Congress of the Lithuanian CP. To use V.I. Lenin's expression, its
participants tried to speak of the "political lessons learned during the year
under consideration, the main, the basic reasons, in order to be able to

determine accurately through their policies for the forthcoming year what had
been learned in 1 year" ("Poln. Sobr. Soch." [Complete Collected Works], vol

45, pp 72-73).

Those who had the occasion to participate in the postwar meetings of

Lithuanian communists wunanimously noted features in this congress, such as
openness, sober discussions, specific nature of demands and ‘suggestions,
targeted criticism of subordinates and superiors, including members of the
buro and secretaries of the Lithuanian CP Central Committee, members of the
republic's government and heads of republic and some central ministries and
departments. Neither the featured speakers nor those who participated in the
debates concealed their omissions and errors.

Ya. Fedorovich, first secretary of the Trakayskiy party raykom; sharply
criticized the efforts of individual workers to shift their concerns to
someone else. He suggested that such cases be considered recurrences of the
old way of thinking, which should be abandoned faster. L. Galvyalene,
Zarasayskiy Rayon party committee first secretary, answered the criticism
addressed at the raykom in the accountability report as follows: "We clearly
established the truth that the reasons for the shortcomings should be sought
not in so-called objective circumstances but, above all, in our own blunders
and errors. We must reorganize our work everywhere and in everything: in the
party raykom, the rayon executive committee, the RAPO Council and the
individual labor collectives."

The Lithuanian party members and working people have something to be proud of.
The republic successfully fulfilled its assignments for the 11th 5-Year Plan

in terms of basic indicators. The national income increased by 25.4 percent’

instead of 17 as planned. Labor productivity increased by 22 percent rather
than by the planned figure of 15.8 percent. The 5-year plan was completed
ahead of schedule for the start-up of basic capital assets. The 5-~year plans
for the purchasing of agricultural commodities (with the exception of cattle
and poultry) were fulfilled. All republic farms are working profitably. The
first power turbines of the Ignalinskaya AES and the Vilnyus TETs-3 were
commissioned. More housing than stipulated in the 5-year plan and many
sociocultural projects were completed. The Lithuanian SSR, the cities of
Vilnyus and Shyaulyay, 5 rayons and many labor collectives were awarded the
Red Challenge Banners of the CPSU Central Committee, USSR Council of

Ministers, AUCCTU and Komsomol Central Committee for high results achieved in’

the all-union socialist competition and successful implementation of the state

plans for economic and social development in 1985 and in the entire 11th 5~

Year Plan. The banner was presented to the republic in perpetuity.

However, P. Grishkyavichus, first secretary of the Lithuanian CP Central’

Committee allocated for a discussion of economic achievements no more than  a
few minutes. Both the report and the speeches of the delegates used
Successes, as a rule, to substantiate and illustrate the simple and invariably
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relevant thought of what a great deal could be achieved despite all existing
difficulties if the work is done with dedication and if thought is given to
end results and to the people, their needs and their welfare.

Many shortcomings in economic construction were noted at the congress. Thus,
the republic's Ministry of Light Industry fulfilled its 5-year assignments for
the growth rates of output and labor productivity and the production of
consumer goods, including woolen and silk fabrics, knitted underwear, and
shoes on the basis of the fulfillment of individual annual plans. This term,
which to the uneducated may indicate success, means that every year the
ministry requested that its annual plans be amended downwards and that, by
fulfilling such curtailed plans, it was essentially deceiving itself, the
state and the consumers. The direct culprits for such improper practices were
Minister I. Ramanauskas and Yu. Rusenko, deputy chairman of the republic's
council of ministers, who were severely criticized at the congress. Also
criticized by the delegates was the head of the Ministry of Trade, whose
1iberalism toward his suppliers prevented the population from obtaining a
great deal of good-quality goods while the warehouses were packed with 1items
without any hope of being sold. From this point of view, extensive work lies
ahead. It was firmly stated at the congress that the Lithuanian CP Central
Committee and the republic's government will no longer grant any concessions
to managers who continue to violate state discipline and will firmly struggle
against irresponsibility and slackness.

Many bitter words were expressed at the congress on shortcomings in current
planning practices and imperfections in the economic mechanism, which
frequently paralyzes the initiative of labor collectives and hinders their
normal production activities. V. Mikuchyauskas, Vilnyus city party committee
first secretary, and A. Viltzhyunas, party committee secretary at the Adding
Machines Plant imeni V.I. Lenin in Vilnyus, said that the Ministry of Machine
Tools Industry is planning for its subordinate enterprises the production of
even items which are used entirely to meet the needs of the enterprises
themselves. The plan of the Vilnyuselektrosvar Enterprise included 38
indicators subject to monthly control. The same ministry instructed the
Vilnyus Grinding Machine-Tool Plant to manufacture in the first quarter of
1986 3 circular grinders for the Moscow Automatic Lines Plants, although
according to the USSR Gosplan list, complementing equipment for such machines
could be supplied during the second quarter only. Unfortunately, these are
not isolated cases.

The first secretary of the Vilnyus city party committee was puzzled by the
ideas of some, including union, ministries, which lightly allow enterprises to
increase the number of their personnel in planning increased volumes of
output, although during the 12th 5-Year Plan the entire increase in industrial
output in Vilnyus should be achieved by increasing labor productivity on the
basis of accelerated scientific and technical progress.

In the past 2 years the Vilnyus Adding Machines Plant was able nearly to
double its growth rates of output and fulfilled its 5-year plan ahead of
schedule. . However, A. Vildzhyunas said, frequently the efforts of highly
skilled workers and design engineers are reduced to naught because of the lack
of commitments by related enterprises and planning errors. The plant has
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established direct contacts with enterprises in the electronic industry, which
supply it with printed circuits and video terminals, totally ignoring the
technical stipulations of its customers. The gravity of the problem of saving
on material resources today is well-known. Nevertheless, no less than one-
third of such expensive printed circuits obtained from related enterprises
must be discarded. "Unfortunately," the speaker said, "we have been unable so
far to find efficient means of fighting suppliers, who tell us 'either take
what we give you or you get nothing.' We yield to the suppliers, the
customers yield to us and their own customers yield to them, the result being
a vicious circle of yielding for which no one is culpable, Everyone blames
the economic mechanism forgetting that it is living people who control it."

The same thought was developed by 0. Burdenko, director of the Vilnyus Plant
for Radio Measuring Equipment imeni 60-Letiya Oktyabrya, whose output is in
demand not only in the Soviet Union but also in countries such as the FRG and
Japan. His enterprise has undertaken the production of one-of-a-kind
microprocessor sets for diagnosing cardiovascular diseases in quantities which
will make possible the universal outpatient treatment of the country's
population. However, the implementation of this and other assignments may be
spoiled. The plant started the first year of the 5-year plan under conditions
in which the large-scale economic experiment taking place in the country was
being developed. However, in these circumstances as well the enterprise
failed to receive supplies of Y40 different complementing items. Therefore, 30
percent of the volume of the annual output was threatened with noncompletion.
This 5-year period the plant's collective was scheduled to update 50 percent
of its equipment. However, the rate at which the ministry delivers the
equipment 1is such that the process would take almost 10 years. Is this
admissible for a sector at the cutting edge of technical progress?

"Frequently, I and my fellow brigade-members have had to read the complaints
of our customers, blushing with shame," said L. Lukicheva, radio assembly
worker and party group organizer at the Televisions Plant imeni 40-Letiya
Sovetskoy Litvy in Shyaulyay. "How to explain to them that we can manufacture
most complex television equipment yet are unable so far to produce a reliable
high-quality television set." In her opinion, indifference, 1low worker
conscience and poor technological discipline are to be blamed. I the final
account, however, the collective could deal with such problems by itself. But
what to do about violations of procurement deadlines as a result of which,
despite regular program "rushes," the plant falls short of delivering 5,000
color television sets to the stores? The plant designers developed the new
Tauras model but because of the lack of the necessary radio elements, the
enterprise is continuing to produce the obsolete model with radio tubes.

During the 11th 5-Year Plan the plans of 25 out of 27 enterprises in Klaypeda
were amended 180 times. It was only on such occasions that the city party
committee was informed of this only occasionally, Ch, Shlizhyus, its first
secretary, said at the congress, According to the initial plans drafted by
ministries and departments for the city enterprises, commodity output in 1986
was to increase by no more than 1 percent compared with 1985, while 1labor
productivity was to reach 98.4 percent of the 1985 1level. After the
enterprises "defended" the draft plans to the party gorkom and after a
thorough survey and consideration of available internal reserves, which were
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difficult to conceal from the gorkom personnel, the picture became entirely
different. As early as 1986 the city's industry Wwill be able to increase its
volume of output by no less than 4.2 percent and labor productivity by 3.3
percent. It would be reasonable to ask, according to Ch. Shlizhyus, why our
ministries and departments are planning a lower production output instead of
its accelerated pace, as required by reality and the CPSU Central Committee
resolutions, and why do they consider unnecessary to seek the advice of labor
collectives and the party gorkom, not because so ordered but in accordance
with their party and official duties.

By the year 2000 the republic's industry should reduce the use of manual labor
by one-half, This is a tremendous economic and social task which calls for
doubling the pace of replacing obsolete equipment with essentially new one
aimed at the utilization of flexible technological systems and making a
drastic leap in labor productivity possible. The bitter experience of the
past should be taken into consideration in this case for, as was pointed out
in the accountability report, the 5-year plan for the practical utilization of
the achievements of science and technology was not met. In 1985 67 types of
items produced in the republic lost their state Emblem of Quality. The time
needed for application of more than one-half of inventions takes as much as 6
or more years and, within that time, many of them become morally obsolete.

Yu. Pozhela, president of the LiSSR Academy of Sciences, discussed the need
for more extensive integration between basic and applied scientific research
and production. He favored the creation of interdepartmental scientific-
production associations working on the basis of specific comprehensive
programs. The same suggestion was voiced by V. Sakalauskas, chairman of the
republic's Council of Ministers, who spoke on the draft Basic Directions in
the Development of the Lithuanian National Economy in the 12th 5-Year Plan and
the Period Until the Year 2000. Yu. Pozhela drew the attention of the
delegates on the need for the technical retooling of scientific 1laboratories.
He believes that it would be more useful to close down some of them than to
allow them to continue working with obsolete equipment.

Large detachments of skilled engineers, designers and development scientists
are at work in Vilnyus, Kaunas and other Lithuanian cities. Why is it that
such a powerful scientific and technical potential is occasionally used soO
unsystematically and wastefully? Could we consider normal a situation in
which highly skilled specialists are assigned auxiliary work in construction,
landscaping of towns and settlements and agricultural work? Why, the
delegates sensibly asked, not to make use of the creative groups of engineers
in eliminating the technical backwardness of small enterprises and mechanizing
a variety of auxiliary jobs which require today tremendous outlays of
unskilled manual labor, and in organizing repairs of agricultural equipment on
a modern level? All of,this would contribute to the gradual elimination of
social distinctions between people doing in physical and mental work and
between town and country, ’

Under socialist conditiéns, both material benefits and honors are "allocated"
according to labor. It is difficult, therefore, to accept the fact that
engineers and designers who are facilitating the work of many people and are
themselves investing a great deal of physical effort earn less than skilled
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workers, delegates to the congress noted. The same situation prevails among
specialists in the agrarian economic sector (agronomers, =zootechnicians and
engineers).

The need to get closer to the land, to production requirements and the science
of agriculture, was the topic discussed in specific and substantiated terms by
L. Radenas, chairman of the Kolkhoz imeni Chernyakhovskiy, Radvilishkskiy
Rayon. He, like other speakers, voiced a number of critical remarks directed
at organizations in charge of planning agricultural production, material and
technical supplies and services. The agricultural workers are expecting a
great deal of the state agricultural industry enterprises recently set up in
the republic and the rest of the country. The farmers hope that now problems
of agricultural development will be resolved more efficiently and that, once
and for all, petty supervision and bureaucratic administration will be ended
and trust will walk hand in hand with exigency. To achieve this, L. Radenas
sald during a break in the conference, planning procedures must be
substantially simplified. It would suffice to issue the farms assignments on
the sale of agricultural commodities to the state, and set the purchase prices
and volumes of material and financial resources and credits allocated on a
centralized basis. With such a system the farmer would feel himself the
master of the 1land and would become more interested than he is now in
improving end farming results. |

With rare unanimity the congress delegates criticized construction ministries
and organizations, especially for failing to meet deadlines for the completion
of projects, low work quality and costly neglect of social and cultural
projects. The suggestion of the republic's Gosstroy to lower the cost of
housing construction by 1lowering the quality of interior finishing of
apartments, which is often by no means brilliant as it were, as is the quality
-of construction of industrial projects, caused sharp objections at the
congress. The delegates said quite bitterly that, as is commonly known, the
people in the republic do know how to build beautifully and with high quality.

Speakers and delegates alike noted the significant progress made in the
republic in the area of social relations. However, errors in this area and
cases of neglect of the people's material and spiritual needs remain quite
frequent. The party members representing small towns sharply raised the
question of the lack of organization of the population's way of life, of young
people in particular. The construction of housing and cultural and sports
projects 1is 1lagging behind industrial construction in a number of republic
rayons, which makes exceptionally relevant the problem of the utilization of
leisure time. Such time, as was justifiably emphasized by K. Bogdanas,
chairman of the board of the Lithuanian Union of Painters, in his speech at
the congress, turns into social wealth only when it is used for the all-round
advancement of the individual and the development of his capabilities.

"While applying most complex technology, robot sets and many others," said at
the congress 0. Burdenko, director of the Vilnyus Radio Measuring Instruments
Plant, already mentioned by us, "we never forget that man plays the main role
in the implementation of assignments. That is why in all plant branches
spread over three union republics we tirelessly promote sociocultural
construction.” During the 5-year plan, outside the republic the plant
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contracted for the construction of two hostels, four residential buildings and
two kindergartens .for the personnel of its branches. More could have been
done in this area had ministries and other central departments not hampered
local initiative. Actually, O. Burdenko complained, it is difficult for an
enterprise director to display such initiative today, for his work is
regulated - by nearly 13,000 official standards. A manager entrusted with
tremendous material values has no right to exchange unnecessary items for
materials needed by the enterprise. Nor can he send with the enterprise's bus
a delegation to Minsk to exchange experience, without special permission.
Under such circumstances, how can the enterprise contract for work? Is this
not the reason for which one of the largest enterprises in the republic's
capital has no cultural club,  sports premises or swimming pool? All of these
projects had been included in the 11th 5-Year Plan but were not carried out.

R. Baronaytene, milkmaid and party group organizer at the livestock farm of
Pyargale Kolkhoz, Vilkavishkskiy Rayon, who described the preconcress party
documents as "basic guidelines for daily work and life," sharply rejected
complaints about manpower  shortages in kolkhozes. "I totally fail ¢to
understand the managers of farms complaining of worker scarcity at the
livestock farms, - young people in particular," she said at the congress, "All
that are needed are normal working and living conditions and constant concern
for the people and there would be no shortage of manpower." She described the
way the concern shown by the kolkhoz for the social and cultural needs of
kolkhoz members turns into high economic results and the way in which,
together with the school, the farm develops in the young people love for
farming. Her own daughter, a secondary school graduate, has been working for
the third consecutive year at the kolkhoz livestock farm and has been accepted
as candidate party member by the party organization.

Naturally, no one believes that problems of the social development of the
countryside and the large and small cities can be resolved instantaneously.
It is important, however, as was emphasized at the congress, for people within
each 1labor collective and settlement to trust that their needs and concerns
will not be callously ignored by the powers that be and that such needs and
concerns are known and remembered. B. Saykauskene, veneer manufacturing
worker at the Shilute Furniture Combine and party raykom buro member, said
that it is important to explain to the people in understandable terms that the
cultural club in the rayon center, let us say, will be built during thus and
such -a year, that for the time being cultural activities will take place in
thus and such enterprises, and that an additional bus line or reception center
for a laundering enterprise or repair workshop will be opened at thus and such
a time....

One should not promise something which cannot be accomplished in the immediate
future, honestly explain why not and set a possible date. Above all, one must
carefully look around, consult at rallies in villages and settlements and at
labor - collective meetings as to what can be done through one's own forces
immediately, with no postponements. With such an approach, the speakers
pointed out, a great deal can be achieved. For example, several standard
housing layouts exist for the benefit of the rural population: make your
choice and build. But why not, asked L. Radenas, chairman of the Kolkhoz
imeni Chernyakhovskiy, Radvilishkskiy Rayon, not set up standard layouts for
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buildings in which several social purpose projects could be located under the
same roof and which, if necessary, could be easily expanded? -R.. Baronaytene,
party group organizer at the livestock farm of Pyargale Kolkhoz believes that
standard layouts for simple industrial buildings could be developed as well,
where work would be comfortable and which would include relaxation areas. - It
is not mandatory in the least to erect huge reinforced  concrete buildings
everywhere, Collectives engaged in construction with their own forces, on a“
shareholding basis, etc., need such blueprints particularly urgently. A great-
deal of something well-put and necessary could be accomplished in the small -
settlements if an end is put to bureaucratism and red tape in the approval of
projects. ~ »

A. Prashkyavichyus, rector of the Kaunas Medical Institute, raised in his
speech important problems of improving population medical services. It is not
a question of expanding the network of hospitals, although this too 1is
necessary. What is also important is to standardize medical equipment, for
this has not been accomplished so far, and hospitals, mistrusting polyclinic
data duplicate tests. For that reason alone a person may spend several
unnecessary days in hospital. The main way to maintain the populationt's
health 1is good polyclinical and preventive work, ‘universal outpatient
treatment and a concerned attitude toward the patients by the medical
personnel.

Many sharp comments were made at the congress on cases of violations of public
order, drunkenness and parasitism. Changes for the better have been noted of
late in this area as well. Unfortunately, ‘however, these are merely changes
rather than an accelerated process of uprooting phenomena which are
irreconcilably hostile to socialism, The working people are particularly
indignant at cases of money grubbing, parasitism,  theft and other means of
personal enrichment at the expense of society, and social parasitism.

According to Lenin, the organization of mass accountability and supervision -
"of the rich, the swindlers, the parasites and the hooligans" were among the
prime tasks of the worker-peasant system after the victory of the Great
October Revolution, in order "to eliminate such vestiges of the accursed
capitalist society, these rejections of mankind, these hopelessly corrupt and
deadened members, this contagious disease, plague and ulcer which capitalism

has bequeathed to socialism" ("Poln. Sobr. Soch." [Complete Collected Works],
vol 35, p 200). Slightly less than 7 decades have passed since Lenin wrote
his work "How to Organize the Competition?" Within that time we have made
tremendous progress in the implementation of the socialist principle "From
Each According to his Capabilities and to Each According to his Work," which
marks a high level of social justice attainable during the first phase of the
communist system. Lenin justifiably considered the rich and the swindlers two
sides of the same coin. Today there is no différence between them. We have
eliminated the very possibility of the exploitation of man by man by
eliminating the exploiting classes and private property which generated them.

However, swindlers, who are doing everything possible to enrich themselves and
to take from the public pie a larger piece, still exist. ~ Swindlers like
hooligans are prosecuted by Soviet justice and "awarded" public scorn. A
stubborn and lengthy struggle remains to be waged with parasites of various
kinds (ranging from a thief or black marketeer not caught in the act to idlers
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of different ages and of both sexes, supported by soft-hearted parents,
relatives and grandmothers). ‘

S. Lisauskas, the republic's minister of internal affairs, acknowledged as
justifiable the criticism addressed at law enforcement bodies who have
displayed so far excessive tolerance of parasites. At the same time, he drew
the attention of the delegates to legal loopholes which allow unconscientious
people to avoid socially useful labor. The minister said that parasites or
individuals who have served a prison term for criminal offenses cannot be
issued an official warning about finding employment for the first 3 months of
idling. Therefore, 10 or even 5 days before the deadline, the parasite, who
usually is well-familiar with the laws finds any kind of work (workers are
needed everywhere) and one week later leaves "on his own free will," because
of "personality clashes with superiors" or having realized that he had "erred"
in the choice of a profession. Everything points out at the need to organize
today truly natidnwide accountability and control over such social relics, -
involving public organizations and citizens at home into such exceptionally
important matters. A parasite must be scornfully pointed out instead of
sympathy being shown for his lack of luck. It is only the organized power of
public opinion that can put an end once and for all to this social evil which,
otherwise, could for many years into the future continue to poison the moral
atmosphere in our society, desecrating its principle of social justice.

Both the accountability reports of the Lithuanian CP Central Committee and the
Auditing Commission and the debates dealt extensively with problems of
ideological education and organizational'work, the purpose of which is to
develop in the party members and, through them, in all working people a
Marxist-Leninist outlook, ideological convictions and an active class-oriented
1ife stance and to educate them in a spirit of communist morality. In these
areas as well the republic party organizations and party committees have been
able to show some progress during the period under consideration not, however,
without some errors and shortcomings. Fully in accordance with the spirit of
the times the former were discussed in most general features and the latter in
detail and sharply.

As both the accountability report and the delegate's speeches made clear, the
republic party organization persistently dealt with the implementation of the
CPSU Central Committee stipulations on shifting the center of gravity of party
work to the labor collectives. Problems of strengthening party organizations
and party groups were considered by the Lithuanian CP Central Committee and by
all rayon and city party committees. This substantially energized party life
in the republic.

V. Mikuchyauskas, first secretary of the Vilnyus city party committee, pointed
out that improvements in economic and ideological activities call for
perfecting intraparty work and upgrading the combativeness and initiative of
primary party organizations. He emphasized that problems related to the
further intensification of the vanguard role of the party members, perfecting
control and verification of execution, a more profound summation and
dissemination of progressive experience in party work and energizing the
activities of public organizations demand the gorkom's close attention. The
gorkom must work hard to improve its work style, which includes eliminating an
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excessive number of meetings. The secretary justifiably considers unsuitable
the practice according to which the agendas of most meetings are set by
superior party organizations, He expressed the hope that the Vilnyus city
party committee will put an end to such practices before others and thus set
an example.

The head of the party organization in the capital submitted two suggestions
worthy of attention: first, to reduce the number of plenary meetings of
gorkoms in cities with rayon subdivisions, and a variety of meetings at which
the presence of first party raykom and gorkom secretaries is mandatory.
Actually, for the past 2 years the republic's Communist Party Central
Committee has held 9 plenums and 5 republic meetings of the party aktiv.
Proper information had to be prepared for all of them, followed by the
formulation of plans for measures to be taken. Under such circumstances
virtually no time is left for personal contacts with people at their places of
work and residents. "We believe that the time has come," said V.
Mikuchyauskas in this connection, "to assess the activities of party
committees above all on the basis of specific results rather than the number
of discussed problems and adopted plans." Secondly, according to the party
secretary, it 1is absolutely necessary to streamline the work of control-
auditing bodies. In such groups the number of various investigations may
reach a 3-digit figure by the end of the year. How can the managers of such
collectives do any work! ‘

A great deal also remains to be done to improve the style of the soviet
managements, V. Sharapayev, chairman of the Shalchininkskiy Rayon Executive
Committee, said in his address. The rayon has been awarded the Red Challenge
Banner for successes in the all-union socialist competition for 3 consecutive
years. However, 1its successes could have been even more tangible had the
executive committee dealt more specifically with on-site organizational work.
The executive committee personnel are still being "tied down" to their desks
by the growing flood of documents, both their own and those issued by the
republic organizations. In 1985 alone about 1,500 such documents were
received. V. Sharapayev called for a stricter and more specific formulation
of the new section in the CPSU statutes "Party and State and Social
Organizations," with a view to curtailing the possibility of party raykoms to
assume rayon executive committee functions. In the view of the speaker, it
should not be considered normal for the structure of the soviet apparatus in
the rayon to have remained virtually unchanged for decades on end and for the
salaries of instructors and some heads of rayon executive committee
departments to be the same as those of a RAPO secretary-typist.

The party committee at the Vilnyus Adding Machines Plant actively responded to
the CPSU Central Committee instruction on shifting the center of gravity of
party work to labor collectives and to party committee subdivisions. In 1984
the CP of Lithuania Central Committee Buro discussed the work of the party
organizations at the Sigma Computer Equipment Production Association, which
includes said plant. The discussion benefited the organization greatly. In
order to strengthen the party's influence in the brigades, the plant party

committee set up an additional party group and named 70 party organizers; 58
party members were made brigade leaders. All of this helped sharply to
enhance the role of brigades not only in the implementation but also in
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formulating production plans and energizing the struggle for a sober way of
1ife and work without labor discipline violations and, naturally, for high
production quality. What were the results? They proved to be quite
convincing. Party committee secretary A. Vildzhyunas reported to the congress
that during the time since the report submitted by the plant party
organization to the Lithuanian CP Central Committee Buro, the association had
doubled its growth rates of output and fulfilled its 5-year plan ahead of
schedule. The state received above-plan output worth 11 million rubles. At
the plant itself, last year losses from defective production were reduced by a
factor of 5 while the share of superior quality goods reached 90 percent of
the overall production volume.

In our time, the party committee secretary said in his speech, concern for
upgrading the efficiency of engineering work is becoming the most important
area in party work. The country faces most difficult problems of accelerating
scientific and technical progress, the successful solution of which will
largely depend on the interested and active participation of engineering
workers. In this connection, the party committee is worried by the steady
thinning of the party stratum among the engineers, with virtually no addition
of young party members. Thus, for example, the number of party members in the
department of the chief designer of the leading plant declined from 28 to 16
people over the 5-year period. In no engineering service in the enterprise
has the opposite occurred.

In our century of scientific and technical revolutions, it 1is already
difficult to distinguish between the work of an engineer and a worker in a
number of sectors. In that same adding machines plant more than 450 workers
have higher or secondary specialized training. Many engineers are
participating in the formulation of the programs which the enterprise markets
as finished goods. All of this motivated the party committee secretary to
suggest at the congress that the primary party organizations be allowed
themselves to define the social status of the working people, depending on the
nature of their work and to codify this right in the statutes.

Naturally, this suggestion could be regected outright on the basis of
officially inviolable reasons: for quite some time (since 1939) the CPSU
statutes have abolished differences governing party membership, based on the
social affiliation of the applicant. This is true. In practice, however,
frequently a formal attitude is adopted in matters of strengthening the worker
stratum in the party. Instead of undertaking the active selection of
progressive and conscientious workers and preparing them for Jjoining the
party, party membership of engineering and technical personnel, including
those directly employed in material production, becomes M"unofficially"
restricted. Obviously, this is the result of obsolete concepts according to
which the worker is a person engaged in primarily heavy manual labor. In the
light of such concepts the production engineer is unquestionably considered an
employee. This is a problem the solution of which is urgently demanded by
party construction practices. This would also help us to develop a more
accurate orientation in terms of the problems of the international workers
movement and to eliminate the excessively narrow concept of the nature of the
contemporary proletariat. .
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Both the reports and the speeches of the delegates touched upon the vanguard
role of the party members in society and their particular responsibility for
the implementation of the program for action earmarked in the resolutions of
the April and November 1985 CPSU Central Committee Plenums and the party's
precongress documents repeatedly and from various angles., The topic of
upgrading the role and significance of party member was voiced, one way or
another, in all speeches. The combative nature of the party member, clarity
of class positions, intolerance of any routine and stagnation, readiness to
help comrades, sharp feeling of collectivism and socialist internationalism
and impeccably pure morals not only make the party member the leader of his
labor collective but also enhance as a whole the party's reputation and its
leading role in building communism and strengthening its ties with the masses.

We cannot hope for any success in accelerating the country's socioeconomic
development without a psychological change in the people's minds and unless
the people learn to think and work in a new style. All ideological education
should be concentrated on achieving such a change.

L. Galvyalene, Zarasayskiy party raykom first secretary, dedicated her almost
entire speech to the experience acquired in the training of party members and
in the ideological education of working people. She provided interesting data
on organizational forms for political education and economic training and
organizing work with the people. The practice of united policy days has been
Justified. During such days senior personnel not only of the rayon but of the
Lithuanian CP Central Committee, the Lithuanian SSR Council of Ministers, the
Lithuanian Komsomol Central Committee and other republic bodies address 1labor
collectives and working people at their places of residence. The close
friendship among the working people of Braslavskiy Rayon in Belorussia,
Daugavpilsskiy Rayon in Latvia and Pylvaskiy Rayon in Estonia has had a
beneficial impact on the internationalist upbringing of the rayons'
multinational collectives. Nevertheless, L. Galvyalene pointed out, so far
hasty and general-type measures and campaigns have still not been eliminated
in mass political work. Speakers are not always aware of the features, needs
and concerns of collectives they address.

According to A. Prashkyavichyus, rector of the Kaunas Medical Institute, the
desired change must take place above all in the higher school which trains
modern specialists.  Cadre training is the most important area of party and
state work. Yet today many gaps may be found in higher school activities. To
a certain extent, training is alienated from reality and training technology
is the most conservative element in the higher school system. The logic of
student training must be brought closer to that of scientific research. It is
only then that the students may be taught how to think independently.

S. Lisauskas, the republic's minister of internal affairs, having critically
assessed the activities of law enforcement bodies, drew attention to serious
omissions in educational work among young people, adolescents in particular,
who, because of their age group, are most receptive to various negative
influences. Any absence or weakness in sports, cultural and political
education work occasionally leads to the fact that out of boredom adolescents
begin to think of themselves as some kind of supermen, mimicking not only the
fashion but other standards of bourgeois mass culture and bourgeois way of
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life. Religious fanatics and nationalists, operating above all through
foreign radio channels, as well as criminal elements, try to influence them.
The delegates discussed the need to combine the efforts of the family, school,
Komsomol and trade union, sports, defense, cultural education and other
organizations and societies in the communist upbringing of the growing
generation and its ideological-labor and moral tempering. This problem is by
no means resolved yet and must be seriously taken up by party committees and
organizations.

The republic has extensive forces with which to organize a militant and
aggressive ideological education work. It has a strong Writers Union
organization many of whose members have deservedly become world famous.
Lithuanian actors and painters, architects and composers are famous for their
great skills. The republic's amateur artistic activities have reached high
standards. The basketball and soccer teams of the Zhalgiris Society enjoy
large numbers of zealous fans. All of this, the accountability report noted,
is yielding results. The political organs of the Baltic Military District and
the Baltic Fleet are providing tremendous assistance in the military-patriotic
upbringing of young people. As stated in the accountability report and the
speech by V. Samoylenko, chief of the Baltic Military District Political
Administration, and member of the military district's military council, they
could be relied on even further. It would be difficult to overestimate of
powerful mass information and propaganda media, such as the press, television
and radio. All of them work in three languages (Lithuanian, Russian and
Polish) and reach all areas in the republic. In a word, the necessary people
are available. One must only be able skillfully to organize the coordinated
interaction among all workers on the republic's ideological front in the
struggle for the new man.

The congress delegates, representing all social, national and professional
population groups, supported with complete unanimity the foreign policy of the
CPSU and the peace initiatives of the Soviet state, presented in the
declaration of M.S. Gorbachev, CPSU Central Committee general secretary. The
Lithuanian people know from personal experience what a world war means and
that a third world war must not take place, for it would mean the end of human
civilization. However, the congress delegates did not 1limit themselves merely
to approving the foreign policy actions of the Soviet state but also
considered their place in the common struggle for peace and their personal
participation in strengthening the economic and defense potential of the
Soviet fatherland. '

"During the Great Patriotic War," journalist, playwright and writer A.
Laurinchyukas said, "on an average 15,000 Soviet people died every day. Were
we to honor with 1 minute of silence all those who perished in the Great
Patriotic War we would have to remain silent for an entire 38 yearsi®

"It is not possible to bow our heads for 38 years. However, we c¢an honor
their memory with our persistent efforts and by strengthening the country's
economic and defense potential, so that nothing of the sort is ever repeated.

"That is what we are doing today and that is what we shall do in the future."
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The regular congress of the Lithuanian party members was interesting and novel
and quite wuseful in a number of ways. "To take practical experience into
consideration, in order to reject what is harmful and combine all that is
valuable, accurately define the set of immediate practical steps and implement
them at all cost, stopping at no sacrifice," the great Lenin wrote in his
time, "is the way we understand the tasks of our time and the tasks of the
party congress" (op. cit., vol U0, p 144).

The Lithuanian party members seem to have implemented the first part of this
advice, which was expanded and concretized in terms of the features of our
time in the resolutions of the April and October CPSU Central Committee
Plenums. They must now implement its second more difficult and labor-
intensive part: to take the practical steps at all cost, stopping at nothing,
remembering that both the domestic and foreign policy situation categorically
forbid any reliance on "amending" earmarked plans.

COPYRIGHT: Izdatelstvo TsK KPSS "Pravda". "Kommunist", 1986
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INVIOLABLE UNION
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 3, Feb 86 (signed to press 11 Feb 86) pp 48-59

[Article by A. Voss, USSR Supreme Soviet Council of Nationalities chairman]

[Text] The implementation of the Leninist national policy and the CPSU course
of the Dblossoming of nations and nationalities and the steady rapprochement
among them led to historical results in the socialist reorganization of
national relations. The draft new edition of the CPSU program reasserts the
conclusion that the national problem which was inherited by the Soviet Union
has been solved successfully. Antagonism, alienation and inequality--anything
which darkened relations among nations--no longer exist. The country's
population is no longer divided into economically developed and backward
nations. The very concept of "backward national outlying area" has
disappeared from our vocabulary. All nations are working jointly for the sake
of the blossoming of our fatherland and making a worthy contribution to its
socialist development. M.S. Gorbachev, CPSU Central Committee general
secretary, pointed out that "a feeling of belonging to a single family--to the
Soviet people--as a new and historically unparalleled social and international
community--has entered profoundly the minds and hearts of every person." The
great accomplishments of the country of victorious socialism eliminated
obstacles on the way to social progress and opened broad scope for
constructive activities by all nations and nationalities in the Soviet Union.

The constructive nature of our country's development, which is turned to the
future, 1is reflected in the drafts of the most important programmatic
documents of the 27th CPSU Congress, published for the purpose of nationwide
discussion. Based on the continuity of the Leninist national policy, they
define the tasks relative to the further advancement of national relations at
the present stage.

I

The Great October Socialist Revolution, which was made under the leadership of
the Communist Party, armed with Marxist-Leninist theory, broke the chains of
social and national oppression in Russia and led all peoples in our country to
independent historical creativity. The establishment of the power of the
working class and the assertion of the social ownership of means of production
laid firm foundations for the free development of all nations and
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nationalities and their close unity and inviolable fraternal friendship. The
experience of the Soviet state fully confirmed the important theoretical
conclusion made by K. Marx to the effect that "the victory of the proletariat
over the bourgeoisie is also a signal for the liberation of all ‘oppressed
nations" (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch." [Works], vol 4, p 371). ‘

Marx and Engels prophetically preQiCted in their "Communist Party Manifesto,"
which is an outstanding Marxist document, that "together with the antagonism
among classes within nations, hostile relations among nations will disappear
as well" (ibid., p 445).

In advancing the theory of Marx and Engels on the national problem under new
historical, conditions V.I. Lenin theoretically substantiated a number of
important concepts related to resolving the practical problems of building a
multinational state after the victory of the proletarian revolution in Russia.
For the first time in history, Lenin's political thinking provided a
scientific formulation of the right of nations to self-determination,
including secession and establishment of independent states.

Lenin deserves outstanding credit also for the theoretical substantiation and
practical structuring of the Soviet federation as the most important means of
resolving the national problem and providing the most expedient form of
national-state structure of the life of the numerous peoples within Russia.,

All of these Leninist ideas on the national problem were reflected and
codified in the constitutional acts of the Soviet state, which contained the
basic principles of the national policy of the Soviet system, for the
implementation of which many generations of oppressed nations and ethnic
groups and many generations of revolutionary thinkers had fought. Lenin's
merit 1s also that he scientifically substantiated the need for the closest
possible alliance among Soviet republics in the struggle for resolving the
common problems of socialist construction and defending the homeland from
imperialist encroachments. He considered total reciprocal trust and voluntary
agreement, excluding any forms of inequality in relations among nations, a
guarantee for the solidity of this alliance.

The 1977 USSR Constitution and the constitutions of union and autonomous
republics which were correspondingly adopted in 1978, are the concentrated
expression of the most important and essential changes which had taken place
in the economic, social and spiritual life of Soviet society as a result of
the appearance of the new social and international community--the Soviet
people. These documents firmly codify the basic foundations of the socialist
way of life shared by all nations and nationalities in the USSR. The USSR
Fundamental Law provides firm political and legal foundations for the further
blossoming and rapprochement among all nations and nationalities in the
country and the successful implementation of the Leninist national policy.

According to the constitution, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is a
single united multinational state founded on the basis of the Leninist
principle of socialist federalism and as a result of the free self-
determination of nations and the voluntary unification of equal republics. It
clearly sets the most important characteristics of a single union state,
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covering all major areas of its activities, systematically implemented in
daily legislative practice and management.

The role of the international efforts of the peoples of our country and of all
union republics in attaining the common objectives 1is enhanced under
contemporary conditions. .The significance of the centralized 1leadership
provided by Soviet bodies in the decisive areas of social life is increasing
steadily. The strengthening of union principles and the further consolidation
of governmental unity within the country are combined with the enhanced role
of union and autonomous republics and autonomous oblasts and okrugs in
resolving - problems of state, economic and sociocultural construction. The
draft new edition of the CPSU program particularly emphasizes that combining
the initiatives of union and autonomous republics and autonomous oblasts and
okrugs with centralized mahagement on a union-wide scale enables us to make
efficient use of the resources of the entire country, local natural conditions
and national characteristics.

A careful consideration of the interests and needs of nations and
nationalities - within .union republics, autonomous republics and autonomous
oblasts and okrugs, the organic combination of their interests with those of
the entire Soviet people and the unification of the efforts of all working
people within the single process of building communism are the focal point of
CPSU attention. The party sees to it sensitively that the new problems which
inevitably arise in the development of a large multinational state such as our
country, are ‘promptly and fully reflected in the activities of party, state
and economic bodies and social organizations. « .

II

The soviets of people's deputies play a special role in resolving the tasks
set by the party in national construction. As A.A. Gromyko, CPSU Central
Committee Politburo member and USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium chairman,
emphasized, through their work they "combine and express the will of the
people and their needs; they combine national with 1local interests and
implement the current and long-term party targets and the objectives of our
great plans.

The CPSU is always concerned with comprehensively improving the activities of
the soviets of people's deputies, 'which are the political foundations of the
USSR and the main link in the people's socialist self-management. The party
aspires to the further enhancement of the role of state bodies of republics,
autonomous oblasts and autonomous okrugs in the implementation of national
objectives and in seeing to it that the working people of all nationalities
actively participate in the work of power and management bodies.

Thus, deputies representing 63 nations and nationalities were elected to the
USSR Supreme Soviet, 11th convocation, and to both chambers. The USSR Supreme
Soviet Council of Nationalities has 750 deputies representing not only nations
and ethnic groups with national statehood but also ethnic entities in our
country. The current supreme  soviets of union and autonomous republics
include representatives of 78 nations and ethnic groups and the local s