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— More on the Differences between 
Comrade Togliatti and Us

“...Ever since the birth of the working-class 
movement, the bourgeoisie has tried its utmost to corrupt 
the working-class ideologically in order to subordinate 
the movement to its own fundamental interests, weaken 
the revolutionary struggles of the people of all countries 
and lead the people astray. For this purpose, bourgeois 
ideological trends assume different forms at different 
times, now taking a Rightist form and now a "Leftist" 
form. The history of the growth of Marxism-Leninism is 
one of struggle against bourgeois ideological trends, 
whether from the Right or the "Left”. The duty of 
Marxist-Leninists is to act as Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin did, not to run away from the challenge presented 
by any bourgeois ideological trend, but to smash attacks 
in the fields of theory, fundamental line and policy 
whenever they are made and to chart the correct road 
to victory for the proletariat and the oppressed people 
and nations in their struggles. ”





PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Today, China has gone far ahead on the capitalist path. It has turned 
into a capitalist country and the Communist Party of China has become 
a bourgeois party. The former Soviet Union stands disintegrated.

Capital has taken an offensive against labour on an international 
scale. American imperialism is leading an imperialist collective which 
has unleashed a multi-pronged offensive on all fronts - economic, 
political, military and cultural - in the guise of globalization i.e. 
imperialist globalization.

The revolutionary situation, on the other hand, is ripening day by 
day and new struggles against imperialism and capitalism are arising 
and taking various forms in different parts of the world. Although 
subjective forces are still weak and disunited they are strengthening 
themselves and preparing for future battles. It is not very far in the 
distant future that revolutions are to burst forth.

After the second World War, the balance of class forces was in 
favour of proletarian and progressive forces the world over and 
imperialism, on the whole, was on the defensive. Fascist forces had 
been defeated under the glorious leadership of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union led by Stalin, in alliance with the peace-loving peoples 
and progressive forces of the world. During this epic struggle a large 
part of Central and Eastern Europe was liberated by the Red Army in 
collaboration with proletarian and anti-fascist forces of the respective 
countries. Communist China came into existence in 1949, further tilting 
the balance of forces against imperialism. In the Korean Peninsula forces 
led by American imperialism were routed though not vanquished by 
Korean people’s forces and the People’s Liberation Army of China. 
The United States had to suffer a humiliating defeat here, in 1971, 
puncturing the myth of the invincibility of American power. The Dollar 
was de-linked from gold and for the first time in history the United 
States was forced to resort to a mercenary army system.
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In 1956, Khrushchov, in his infamous and viciously slanderous 
“secret speech”, denounced Stalin and the first cleavage in the 
International Communist Movement and the socialist camp appeared. 
Modern Revisionism raised its head in the 20th congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union held in 1956.

The congress put forth the class capitulationist theories of the 
“three peacefuls”, revising the basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism.

The Communist Party of China and the Party of Labour of Albania 
opposed this and fought tooth and nail against it. Thus started the Great 
Debate in the International Communist Movement.

As Khrushchov’s revisionism spread its tentacles not only in the 
Soviet Union but throughout the communist parties of the world and 
even in China itself, it did immense harm to the cause of the proletarian 
revolution and national liberation struggles the world over. The 
Communist Party of China led by Mao Tse-tung fought a relentless 
battle against Khrushchov’s revisionism up to the last. During these 
struggles numerous documents were produced which are of rare 
importance to the International Communist Movement. The then 
leadership of the Communist Party of India suppressed these documents 
to keep its rank and file in the dark. Most of them were unaware of 
these documents before 1963. Thus incalculable damage was done to 
the Indian Communist Movement.

We are publishing these landmark documents beginning with the 
documents of the 20lh Congress of the Communist party of the Soviet 
Union which include the infamous “secret speech” of Khrushchov of 
February 25,1956. This collection includes all the important documents 
of the polemic, published after this date till the appearance of “The 
proposals concerning the General Line of the International Communist 
Movement”, on June 14, 1963. The “General Line” and the “nine 
comments” elaborating the proposition of the General Line are not 
included in these volumes as they have been separately published by 
‘Sarvahara Prakashan’, in English, in the year 1987 and by 
‘Antararashtriya Prakashan’ in Hindi in the year 1997.

The documents compiled in three volumes, have been arranged in 
chronological order and broadly belong to four categories:

i) The CPSU documents including reports, resolutions and 
speeches of the 20lh congress and few other articles of a latter



ii)

iii)

iv)

ANTARARASHTRIYA PRAKASHAN
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date which underline the further consolidation of revisionism 
in the CPSU.
Documents and articles of the CPC that criticise modem 
revisionism starting from the 20'1’ congress of the CPSU.
Declarations adopted by the meetings of various communist 
and workers’ parties of the world and
A document of the Party of Labour of Albania repudiating 
Khrushchov’s revisionism.

We request our readers to point out our mistakes so that they can 
be rectified. Also if our readers inform us about or send copies of, 
documents, they think should have been a part of this collection, we 
will include them in our future edition.
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REPORT

Source: Khrushchov, N.S., Report, The Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union to the Twentieth Party Congress, Communist Party 
of India Publication, 1956.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union to the Twentieth Party Congress

Delivered by
N.S. KHRUSHCHOV

First Secretary of the CC of CPSU

Comrades! The period separating us from the Nineteenth Party 
Congress is not a very long one - only three years and four months. But 
the amount of work the Party has done and the significance of the events 
that have taken place during this time both at home and abroad make it 
one of the important periods in the history of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union and its efforts to increase the strength of our country, 
build a Communist society and ensure world peace.

In home policy they were years during which the Party, guided by 
the interests of the whole people, made a critical appraisal of the situation 
in agriculture and industry and, on the basis of the successes already 
achieved, adopted a number of important measures designed to ensure 
a great new advance in the country’s socialist development. In so doing 
it boldly uncovered shortcomings in different fields of economic, 
governmental and Party activity, broke down outdated conceptions, 
resolutely sweeping aside everything that had become outmoded and 
was hindering our advance.

It is now clear to all that the measures adopted by the Party were 
correct and timely. They ensure steady development of the socialist 
economy and a further improvement in the Soviet people’s material 
and cultural standards.
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The emergence of socialism from within the bounds of a single 
country and its transformation into a world system is the main feature 
of our era. Capitalism has proved powerless to prevent this process of 
worldwide historic significance. The simultaneous existence of two 
opposite world economic systems, the capitalist and the socialist, 
developing according to different laws and in opposite directions, has 
become an indisputable fact.

Socialist economy is developing towards the everincreasing 
satisfaction of the material and cultural requirements of all members of 
society, the continuous expansion and improvement of production on 
the basis of advanced technology, and closer cooperation and mutual 
assistance between the socialist countries.

The trend of capitalist economy is that of the everincreasing 
enrichment of the monopolies, the further intensification of exploitation

I
INTERNATIONAL POSITION OF THE SOVIET UNION

The Documents of the Great Debate

There have also been important developments in world affairs 
during the period under review. Thanks to the consistent peaceful foreign 
policy of the socialist countries the state of international tension, which 
was fraught with great danger, has been replaced by a certain detente. It 
was because the Soviet Union and its friends - the People’s Republic 
of China and the other People’s Democracies - promptly undertook a 
number of successive diplomatic steps supported by all peace - loving 
forces that real prospects for improvement opened up in the international 
arena.

All this shows that our Party takes due account of the urgent needs 
of both home and foreign policy and prepares prompt measures 
appropriate to these needs. This clearly indicates our Party’s close and 
unbreakable ties with the people, the wisdom of its Leninist collective 
leadership, and the all-conquering power of the Marxist-Leninist 
teaching upon which it bases its activity. Throughout these years the 
Party has held high the great banner of the immortal Lenin. Fidelity to 
Leninism is the source of all the successes of our Party.

Let us now examine our country’s international position and its 
internal situation during the period under review.
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and cuts in the living standards of millions of working people, 
particularly in the colonial and dependent countries, of increased 
militarisation of the economy, the exacerbation of the competitive 
struggle among the capitalist countries and the maturing of new 
economic crises and upheavals.

THE period under review was marked by a great expansion in the 
national economy of the USSR and also in those of the People’s Republic 
of China, the Polish People’s Republic, the Czechoslovak Republic, 
the Hungarian People’s Republic, the Rumanian People’s Republic, the 
People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the People’s Republic of Albania, the 
German Democratic Republic, the Korean People’s Democratic 
Republic, the Mongolian People’s Republic and the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam.

The rates at which industrial output has increased in the Soviet 
Union and in capitalist countries from 1929 to 1955 can be seen from 
the following table:

1. THE STEADY ECONOMIC ADVANCE IN THE USSR AND 
THE PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACIES

VOLUME OF INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT IN USSR 
AND CAPITALIST COUNTRIES
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100
100
100
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These statistics show that in a quarter of a century or to be more 
exact in twenty-six years the Soviet Union increased its industrial output 
more than twenty-fold despite the tremendous damage done to its 
national economy by the war. Meanwhile the United States which 
enjoyed exceptionally favourable conditions was only able to slightly 
more than double its production, while industry in the capitalist world 
as a whole failed to register even that growth.

The People’s democracies have also considerably surpassed the 
capitalist countries in rate of growth of industrial production. Last year 
the prewar level of industrial output was exceeded in Poland more than 
four times, in Bulgaria more than five times, in Czechoslovakia more 
than twice, in Hungary three-and-a-half times, in Rumania almost three 
times, in Albania more than eleven times, and in the German Democratic 
Republic more than twice.

The People’s Republic of China which began to build socialism 
later than the others has made outstanding progress: its industrial output 
has more than doubled the prewar maximum and more than quadrupled 
the 1949 figure.

Much has also been achieved in the building of socialism in 
Yugoslavia. In 1955 its industrial output was 180 percent greater than 
the prewar figure.

Socialism’s industrial base is gaining increasing strength. The 
socialist countries’ share in the world’s industrial production is steadily 
increasing. This fact is a material expression of a progressive historical 
process: the contraction of the sphere of capitalist exploitation and 
capitalism’s world positions and the expansion of socialism’s world 
positions.

High rates of development of industrial production are a guarantee 
of new successes for socialism in its economic competition with 
capitalism. The USSR now holds second place in total volume of 
industrial output. In the production of pig iron, steel, aluminum, copper, 
machinery, electricity, cement and coal the Soviet Union long ago 
outstripped France, Western Germany and Britain and is steadily 
catching up with the United States.

The distinctive feature of the Soviet economy and of that of all 
the socialist countries is their all-round development and general 
peaceful trend. The countries of socialism are giving unremitting

4
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attention to the development above all of heavy industry which is the 
foundation for the continuous expansion of social production as a whole. 
At the same time they are giving great attention to the growth of 
agriculture and the light industries. The people’s living conditions are 
steadily improving; culture is flowering.

Still more impressive are the prospects opening up before our 
peoples. The time is not far distant when in the USSR atomic energy 
and other achievements of modem science and technology will be placed 
at the service of man on a large scale, when mineral wealth will be 
utilised still more fully, when mighty rivers will be tamed and vast new 
tracts of land developed, which will ensure an abundance of foodstuffs 
and other consumer goods. We are confident that within a short time, 
historically speaking, great China will become an industrial country 
and its agricultural production will, on the basis of cooperatives, reach 
a high level. All the People’s Democracies will make considerable 
progress along the path of socialism.

The socialist countries’ development is distinguished by their 
complete independence, both political and economic. At the same time, 
the further strengthening of the economic ties and the extension of 
cooperation between them is a highly important result of the period 
under review. The socialist countries have established commercial 
relations based on equality and mutual advantage. They are exchanging 
technical experience giving all-round mutual assistance and efficiently 
coordinating their national economic plans.

Close economic cooperation gives exceptional opportunities for 
the best possible utilisation of productive and raw material resources 
and successfully combines the interests of each country with those of 
the socialist camp as a whole. The development of specialisation and 
cooperation is of great importance here. Today it is no longer necessary 
for each socialist country to develop all branches of heavy industry as 
had to be done by the Soviet Union which for a long time was the only 
socialist country and existed in a capitalist encirclement.

Now, when there is a powerful community of socialist countries 
whose defence potential and security is based on the industrial might of 
the entire socialist camp, each European People’s Democracy can 
specialise in developing those industries and producing those goods for 
which it has the most favourable natural and economic conditions. This
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at the same time creates the necessary pre-requisites for releasing 
considerable resources to develop agriculture and the light industries 
and on this basis to satisfy more and more fully the material and cultural 
requirements of the peoples.

In strengthening their fraternal cooperation the socialist countries 
are giving each other disinterested aid in economic development. The 
relations among the countries of socialism differ fundamentally from 
those in the capitalist world. Under treaties which it has concluded the 
Soviet Union is now helping the People’s Democracies to build 391 
enterprises and more than ninety separate workshops and installations. 
We have granted the People’s Democracies long-term credits totalling 
twenty-one thousand million roubles on the most favourable terms. The 
Soviet Union is also helping friendly countries to organise the production 
and peaceful use of atomic energy.

We note China’s achievements in socialist industrialisation with 
great satisfaction. Never before in history has a highly industrialised 
country voluntarily helped other countries to become industrialised. 
On the contrary the small group of highly developed countries which 
emerged in the capitalist world have always hindered the 
industrialisation of other countries particularly colonies and semi­
colonies. That is why the bulk of the countries in Asia, South America 
and Africa have no large scale industry of their own.

The Soviet Union to which such purposes are alien is doing 
everything to help the fraternal people of China establish a powerful 
industry of their own. Our country is helping the People’s Republic of 
China to build within one five-year period alone 156 enterprises and 
twenty-one separate workshops supplying industrial plant to a total value 
of about five thousand six hundred million roubles.

In exchange for these deliveries the Soviet Union is receiving 
products from China and other People’s Democracies in which it is 
interested, the materials and consumer goods customarily exported by 
these countries.

We shall continue to give one another all-round assistance in 
economic, technological, scientific and cultural development. We 
regard this as our fraternal duty to the camp of socialism. The stronger 
the entire socialist camp the more reliable will be the guarantee of 
freedom, independence and economic and cultural progress of each

6
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of the countries making up this great camp.
The socialist system is marching forward triumphantly without 

crises or upheavals. It is bringing great benefits to the peoples of the 
socialist countries demonstrating its decisive advantages over the 
capitalist system.

2. THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IN THE CAPITALIST 
COUNTRIES AND THE FURTHER AGGRAVATION OF THE 

CONTRADICTIONS OF CAPITALISM

From the table quoted it is clear that in 1955 industrial output in 
the capitalist world as a whole was ninety-three per cent greater than in 
1929.

Does this mean that capitalism has succeeded in overcoming its 
internal contradictions and acquiring stability? No, it does not. The 
capitalist world economy is developing extremely unevenly and has 
become still more unstable.

In the postwar decade old capitalist countries such as Britain and 
France increased their industrial output but this growth is proceeding 
slowly and contradictorily. Of the defeated countries Western Germany 
and Italy regained their prewar level of production only in 1949-50, 
while Japan’s industrial output is approximately on the 1944 level.

Since the war, the United States, the chief capitalist country has 
experienced three substantial cutbacks in production; a serious economic 
crisis began in 1948 but was subsequently stopped by an intensified 
arms drive arising from the war in Korea.

Instability in industrial production is supplemented by financial 
instability in most capitalist countries by the issuing of an immense 
amount of paper money and the depreciation of currency.

To this should be added the agrarian crisis in a number of countries 
and also the stagnation in world trade that has been observed in recent 
years on the capitalist market.

The general crisis of capitalism continues to deepen. Capitalism’s 
insoluble contradiction - the contradiction between the modern 
productive forces and capitalist relations of production — has become 
still more acute. The rapid development of present-day technology does 
not remove this contradiction but only emphasises it.
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It should be said that the idea that the general crisis of capitalism 
means complete stagnation, a halt in production and technical progress 
has always been alien to Marxist-Leninists. Lenin pointed out that 
capitalism’s general degeneratory trend did not exclude technical 
progress or an upswing in production in one period or another.

“It would be a mistake to believe”, he wrote, “that this tendency 
to decay precludes the rapid growth of capitalism. It does not. In the 
epoch of imperialism certain branches of industry, certain strata of the 
bourgeoisie and certain countries betray to a greater or lesser degree 
now one and now another of the tendencies”. [Works, Vol. 22, p. 286.]

Therefore we must study the capitalist economy attentively and 
not take a simplified view of Lenin’s theses on the decay of imperialism 
but study the best that the capitalist countries’ science and technology 
have to offer in order to use the achievements of world technological 
progress in the interests of socialism.

It cannot be said that the growth of production in capitalist 
countries during the period under review took place on a sound economic 
foundation. It was due to the operation of the following basic factors:

First, the militarisation of the economy and the arms drive. By 
no means all industries have been affected by the upswing. The consumer 
goods industry is lagging seriously while some of its branches are 
stagnating. Only the industries connected in some way with the 
manufacture of armaments are expanding.

In five years, from 1950 to 1954, government expenditure on 
arms orders increased three hundred per cent in the United States, more 
than three hundred per cent in Britain, and two hundred per cent in 
France. It is clear that the unusually high level of arms manufacture 
influenced the general level of industrial output in these countries.

Second, greater economic expansion on the world arena by the 
main capitalist countries contributed to the growth in production. A 
favourable situation was temporarily created on the capitalist world 
market for the United States and in part for Britain and France. Germany, 
Japan and Italy fell out of the group of competing countries for several 
years. The postwar ruin in the West European countries created an acute 
demand for food and other staple commodities. The United States took 
the maximum advantage of this, setting the Marshall Plan and other 
machinery in motion.
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Third, a big part was played by the renewal of fixed capital. Owing 
to the crises and depressions of the ’thirties and then to the war the 
basic industrial plant in the European capitalist countries was not 
renewed in effect for fifteen-twenty years. Modernisation of the capital 
equipment which had seriously depreciated and been damaged during 
the war really began only during 1951-54. This made it possible to 
increase considerably the manufacture of capital equipment.

Fourth and last, the capitalist countries were able to increase 
their industrial output by sharply intensifying the exploitation of the 
working class and reducing the living standard of the working people. 
In the past four years the average annual output per industrial worker in 
the main capitalist countries increased from ten to twenty-five per cent. 
But in a number of capitalist countries real wages are lower than before 
the war owing to a great increase in prices, rent and other items of 
expenditure.

The heavy arms burden thrust upon the shoulders of the working 
people should also be taken into account here. In the United States per 
capita arms expenditure was three-and-a-half dollars in the 1913-14 
fiscal year, seven dollars in 1929-30 and 250 dollars in 1954-55, amore 
than seventy-fold increase. In Britain per capita arms expenditure 
increased from one pound fourteen shillings in 1913-14 to two pounds 
ten shillings in 1929-30 and twenty-nine pounds six shillings in 1954- 
55. This tremendous expenditure is being covered by steadily mounting 
direct and indirect taxes.

Unemployment is exerting a strong pressure on the position of 
the working people. In 1955, in a period which bourgeois economists 
hailed as one of “steady boom”, official statistics gave the number of 
totally unemployed in the United States to be about three million and 
the number of part-time as more than nine million. There were about a 
million totally unemployed in the German Federal Republic last year 
according to official figures.

In Italy, where unemployment became particularly widespread 
and chronic after the war, there were in 1955 two million totally 
unemployed and a similar number of part time. In 1954 Japan had, 
according to official statistics, six hundred thousand totally unemployed 
and nearly nine million working part time.

These are the factors which played a special part in the postwar
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increase in capitalist production. Today the capitalist world is 
approaching the point at which the stimulating action of many of the 
temporary factors is becoming exhausted. Some, for example, the large 
scale renewal of fixed capital and the favourable situation in foreign 
markets, operated only during the period directly following the severe 
and prolonged war. Others are in general capable of bringing about 
only a temporary increase in production. The operation of internal forces 
of the capitalist economy, on the basis of which it succeeded in raising 
production in the past, is becoming weaker and weaker. In order to 
advance production today, capitalism has increasing need of artificial 
stimulants.

Based on the present conjuncture, talk about “prosperity” has 
again begun in some Western circles. They are attempting to prove that 
the Marxist theory of crises has “become outdated”. Bourgeois 
economists are silent about the fact that only a temporary coincidence 
of circumstances favourable to capitalism prevented the crisis 
phenomena developing into a deep economic crisis. Even today, when 
favourable factors are active, underlying crisis symptoms are evident. 
Production capacities are by no means being used to the full. In the 
United States commodity stocks and also consumer credit have reached 
dangerous proportions.

The situation is aggravated by the fact that huge quantities of 
farm produce which cannot find a market have accumulated in a number 
of capitalist countrn.Governments, particularly that of the United 
States, are trying to cut crop areas and reduce harvests by every means.

This is at a time when millions of people in vast areas of South- 
East Asia and Africa are starving and when in the metropolitan countries 
too a large section of the population is seriously undernourished. 
Increasing production, relative technological progress and intensification 
of labour coupled with a home market which, far from expanding, is 
becoming relatively narrower, inevitably give rise to new economic 
crises and upheavals in the capitalist countries.

The capitalists and the learned defenders of their interests are 
circulating a “theory” that the uninterrupted expansion of arms 
manufacture brings salvation from economic crisis. The representatives 
of Marxist-Leninist science have more than once pointed out that this 
is a hollow illusion. The arms drive does not cure the disease but drives
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