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We would like to hear from artists, designers, 
design students, and others. Send in your com­
ments on the special masthead that appears in 
this issue; suggestions for variations or modifica­
tions; or different ideas for the Revolution mast­
head.

We are extending the contest we announced in 
March for new masthead designs.

As part of the new transformation we have 
embarked on, we are working to create a fresh 
graphic look that captures the spirit of revolu­
tionary communism in the 21st century.
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revcom.us
You can now use this new address — 
revcom.us —to reach Revolution Online, the 
web edition of Revolution newspaper.

Help us promote this address and our website 
everywhere. Link to it online. Put it boldly on 
leaflets, signs and wherever it can be seen.

Our graphic look is still “under construction." In 
particular, the masthead on the front page is a 
work in progress. We invite people broadly to be 
part of the process of finalizing the masthead in 
the coming weeks.

DESIGN A NEW MASTHEAD FOR 
REVOLUTION NEWSPAPER
Design elements should include:

Title:
Subhead:

Three Main Points
by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the RCP.USA

What do we in the Revolutionary Communist Party want people to learn from all that is exposed and 
revealed in this newspaper? Mainly, three things:

The whole system we now live under is based on exploitation—here and all over the world. It is 
completely worthless and no basic change for the better can come about until this system is 
overthrown.

Many different groups will protest and rebel against things this system does, and these protests 
and rebellions should be supported and strengthened. Yet it is only those with nothing to lose but 
their chains who can be the backbone of a struggle to actually overthrow this system and create 

new system that will put an end to exploitation and help pave the way to a whole new world.

Such a revolutionary struggle is possible. There is a political Party that can lead such a struggle, 
■=£ a political Party that speaks and acts for those with nothing to lose but their chains: The 

Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

This Party has the vision, the program, the leadership, and the organizational principles to unite those 
who must be united and enable them to do what must be done. There is a challenge for all those who 
would like to see such a revolution, those with a burning desire to see a drastic change for the better, all 
those who dare to dream and to act to bring about a completely new and better world: Support this Party, 
join this Party, spread its message and its organized strength, and prepare the ground for a revolutionary 
rising that has a solid basis and a real chance of winning.

Our Ideology is 

-

To our readers:

This is Issue No. 3 of Revolution/Revolucion, 
formerly known as the Revolutionary Worker/ 
Obrero Revolucionario.

Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
□ur Vanguard is the 

Revolutionary Communist Party 
□ur Leader is Chairman Avakian

In a future issue, we will lay out more fully the 
thinking behind the change from RW to 
Revolution. But in short, we believe that the new 
name more fully reflects our revolutionary com­
munist ideology and politics, and the enriched 
vision of a tribune of the people that has been pio­
neered by RCP Chairman Bob Avakian.

REVOLUTION
Voice of the Revolutionary 

Communist Party
revcom.us
volume number, issue number,

date, and price

Masthead designs should be printable in three 
color as well as in black and red.
Entries should include mastheads for both 
a newspaper and magazine format, in 

English and Spanish.
The deadline for entries is July 1.
Submit as many entries as you like.

In the period ahead, our website will be going 
through further changes. At the same time, 
we want everyone to know that our old 
address (rwor.org) will continue to function— 
now and on into the future. We will not cause 
existing links to break. And we intend to keep 
the full archives of the Revolutionary Worker 
available online. People who have bookmarked 
our site, its “what’s new" page, and specific 
articles will continue to connect.

Send entries to:
email: revolutionredesign@yahoo.com
by mail: Revolution Redesign, c/o RCP 
Publications, PC Box 348B, Merchandise Mart, 

Chicago IL 60654
Include printout, camera-ready copy, and file on 
disk in any common graphic format. Indicate 

program info on disk.
First prize: A set of five historic full-color revolu­

tionary posters
Three runners-up: Full-color historic May 1 st, 

1980 poster

rwor.org
mailto:revolutionredesign@yahoo.com
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Scientists
vs the Bushite
Assault on Science
by S.R.

Top of the Dceberg

quoted in Critical Inquiry

Glossary of Terms

Scientists’ Statement— 
Restoring Scientific 
Integrity

Alarmed by the unprecedented nature, 
scope and scale of such abuses, 62

Continued on page 4

1“Why Has Critique Run Out of Steam?” Bruno Latour. April 5, 2004. 
Critical Inquiry, Volume 30, Number 2, Winter 2004.

Trained as a scientist, 1 have been 
closely following the sweeping attacks on 
science and the outrage in the scientific 
conununity, and both are without prece­
dent in modern times.

After reading the letter last week on 
the Kansas evolution hearings, I'm 
reporting on some other aspects of the 
Bushite assault on science and the 
protest from the scientific community—in 
particular the scientists’ statement 
Restoring Scientific Integrity in Policy 
Making and the report issued by the 
Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) in 
conjunction with that statement.

*****
Bush government policy is running 

rampant over science. And it is no exag­
geration to say-that the earth is in danger.

On a planetary level, the potential 
impact of global warming is cata­
strophic—from flooded coastlines to 
drastic shortages of fresh drinking waler 
for billions of people. Yet scientific evi­
dence on the nature and causes of global 
warming is being suppressed and dis­
torted because the Bush administration’s 
horizon on this subject does not extend 
beyond near-term bottom lines of the 
energy industry.

The Bush government is essentially 
redefining fish and wildlife species to 
over-inflate population counts and 
thereby remove protections for endan­
gered species. Government environmen­
tal and biological scientists who publi­
cize or uphold scientific findings that 
protect ecology from corporate interests 
face threats of retaliation from political 
operatives.

Notions of traditional morality and the 
overall Christo-fascist “faith" agenda of 
the Bush government is redefining the 
scope of scientific research.

Stem-cell research could potentially 
unlock cures for debilitating and fatal

A Few Examples 
And Just the

Dr. James E. Hansen, a climate expert and director of the NASA 
Goddard Institute of Space Studies, told the New York Times, “[Bush’s 
approach to global warming science is] something I've been worrying 
about for months. If I don’t do something now, I’ll regret it... [They’re] pick­
ing and choosing information according to the answer that they want to 
get.”

A panel of six leading ecologists recommended that wild salmon 
be distinguished from hatchery-raised fish in determining protec- 
tion of the Coho salmon as an endangered species—because 

hatchery fish quickly “lose their ability to survive in the wild.” Lead pan­
elist Robert Paine, a world-renowned ecologist, told UCS, “The members 
of the panel were told to either strip out our recommendations or see our 
report end up in a drawer,” and the central recommendation was deleted 
from the final report.

Frank Luntz, a top Republican strategist, was < ' ’’ "........
saying, “The scientific debate is closing against us... Should the public 
come to believe that the scientific issues are settled, their views about 
global warming will change accordingly. Therefore, you need to continue 
to make the lack of scientific certainty a primary issue.”1 In other 
words, Luntz is advocating deliberately lying to the public.

diseases like Alzheimer's and 
Parkinson's, along with figuring out how 
to replace damaged tissue. Despite these 
compelling possibilities, research on 
stem cells has been de-funded by Bush— 
acting on Christian fundamentalist doc­
trine that equates embryos with full 
human life. HIV/AIDS prevention stud­
ies that even mention words like “anal 
sex” are being blocked and restricted— 
with genocidal implications, given the 
epidemic proportions of HIV/AIDS in 
Africa and other parts of (he world.

Bush political operatives have forced 
official government health web sites to 
comply with the Christian fundamental­
ist agenda—over the objections of scien­
tists. An egregious example of this was 
the posting of spurious links between 
abortion and increased risk of breast can­
cer on the National Cancer Institute’s 
w'eb site, until massive scientific and 
public pressure forced its removal.

Key governmental scientific advisory 
panels are being purged of researchers 
who disagree with the Bush administra­
tion. Ideological and political allegiance 
are replacing scientific credentials as cri­
teria for appointments in science.

Scientific panels with oversight on 
reproductive health are increasingly 
stacked with Christian fundamentalists 
bent on furthering a theocratic agenda at 
the expense of women’s health.

Industry representatives are being ap­
pointed to scientific panels advising the 
government on issues ranging from 
acceptable lead levels in house paint to 
the environmental impact of stripmining.

And there is much, much more...

yn Dr. Sharon Smith, an expert on Arctic marine ecology and a nomi- 
z/ I nee to the Arctic Research Commission whose mandate covered 
“■ the debate on oil exploration in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR), was directly asked, "Do you support the President?” On 
answering that she did not support Bush’s economic and foreign policies, 
the interview abruptly ended and she was removed from consideration 
immediately. Nobel prize winner in medicine Torsten Wiesel was rejected 
for a scientific advisory position at the National Institutes of Health 
because he had “signed too many full-page letters in The New York 
Times critical of President Bush.” On the other hand, Dr. David Hager, a 
Christian fundamentalist who recommends treating PMS with prayer and 
who refuses to prescribe contraceptives to unmarried women, was 
appointed to the FDA scientific advisory panel with oversight on all repro­
ductive health matters, including emergency contraceptives—regardless 
of his lack of scientific research experience.

In an unprecedented rejection of recommendations by the Federal 
Drug Administration (FDA), a high-ranking FDA official, under 
White House pressure, declared the emergency contraceptive Plan 

B “not approvable” for nonprescription status, overturning the recommen­
dations of his own staff and two independent FDA scientific advisory 
committees that overwhelmingly declared it safe. Plan B has nonprescrip­
tion status in 33 countries, and this is crucial as emergency contracep­
tives are more effective the sooner they are taken after intercourse. Plan 
B’s switch to nonprescription status in the United States was also 
endorsed by some 70 scientific organizations.

Global warming refers to the rise in the average surface 
temperature of Earth due to greenhouse gas emissions, particularly 
carbon dioxide from the burning of oil and gas.
Stem-cell research is about determining “why” and “how” 
embryonic stem cells—undifferentiated cells found in 3- to 5-day-old 
embryos—become any particular type of cell.
Lysenkoism refers to ideas put forward by Lysenko, an agronomist 
in the socialist Soviet Union in the 1930s. Lysenko claimed to have 
made breakthroughs in agriculture that would greatly raise crop 
yields. However, his theories were based on the scientifically 
incorrect notion of “inheritance of acquired characteristics.” 
Lysenkoism was backed and promoted by Stalin for pragmatic and 
instrumentalist reasons. For more on Lysenkoism, see Bob Avakian’s 
writings (available online at revcom.us), including: “Dictatorship and 
Democracy, and the Socialist Transition to Communism,” “Soaring to 
Great Heights...And Grubbing in the Dirt,” and “Once Again on the 
Intellectuals.”

<^71 On March 9, 2001, scientists at the Environmental Protection
j Agency (EPA) sent the White House an official memo titled “Global
I Warming Science is Compelling,” stating that “the science is 

strongest on the fact that carbon dioxide is contributing, and will continue 
to contribute to global climate change.” Four days after the memo was 
issued, and in direct contradiction to the findings of the scientists, Bush 
flatly stated that “given the incomplete state of scientific knowledge of the 
cause of, and solutions to, global climate change,” it was okay for the 
government to reconsider limits on power plant discharges of carbon 
dioxide. Bush political officials completely edited out the phrase “global 
temperature much warmer than average" in a 2003 press release head­
line from the governmental scientific agency responsible for climate sci­
ence.
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The
Science

by Ardea Skybreak

available online at

r e vco m. u s/s/e vo lu t a o n_e. ht m

Scientists vs the Bushote Assaofc on Science
Continued from page 3

Defending Science

soty panel appointees."
Science is increasingly being forced to 

conform to corporate interests on one 
hand and a Christian fascist agenda on 
the other hand. Editorials in scientific 
journals are exposing and calling for an 
immediate end to these attacks.

Scientific American titled one of their 
editorials “Bush-League Lysenkoism— 
The White House bends science to its 
will.”

Some scientists even organized them­
selves into a group called Scientists and 
Engineers for Change and launched a 
pre-election campaign to expose the 
Bush administration on these fronts.

planet, and the universe.
As in Kansas, the question is being 

posed about the very nature of science 
itself: will it be “natural explanations” or 
scriptural narratives; scientific method of 
starting from reality or metaphysical pre­
cepts and religious dogma?

This harks back to the days of 
Galileo-a lime in history when scientists 
were murdered, tortured, and threatened 
with excommunication from the Church 
for arriving at truths contrary to the

Organized political activity at this 
level among the scientific community is 
not common and has not been seen since 
the mobilization in opposition to nuclear 
weapons. While this phenomenon is part 
of the greater movement among the intel­
ligentsia who are not down with Bush's 
lies—from the war in Iraq to Arctic 
drilling—it also has its own particularity 
in that they are organizing as scientists.

These current initial efforts from the 
scientists arc even more significant 
because scientists have started coming 
together to defend their very own call­
ing—at a lime when Bush is making 
increasingly clear that truth, as we under­
stand it—i.e., correspondence to real­
ity—does not matter.

Scientists are objectively being forced 
to defend science itself—and the scien­
tific method and approach—which has 
emerged through centuries of humanity’s 
search for knowledge about life, our

Church’s official doctrine.
Sensing the trajectory, Dr. Kurt 

Gottfried, the Chairman of UCS and a 
prominent physicist in his own right, 
recently commented on the current ideo­
logical climate, "There are powerful con­
stituencies that reject the premises of the 
Enlightenment.” Other scientists are 
freely using the term “Taliban” to refer to 
occupants of high political offices.

rdea Skybreak’s series in the 
Revolutionary Worker 
describing the scientific 

evidence for evolution and analyzing 
the creationist assault on science is

Restoring Scientific 
Integrity in Policymaking
An excerpt from the scientists’ statement:

When scientific knowledge has been found to be in conflict with 
its political goals, the administration has often manipulated the 
process through which science enters into its decisions. This has 
been done by placing people who are professionally unqualified or 
who have clear conflicts of interest in official posts and on scientific 
advisory committees; by disbanding existing advisory committees; by 
censoring and suppressing reports by the government’s own 
scientists; and by simply not seeking independent scientific advice. 
Other administrations have, on occasion, engaged in such practices, 
but not so systematically nor on so wide a front. Furthermore, in 
advocating policies that are not scientifically sound, the 
administration has sometimes misrepresented scientific knowledge 
and misled the public about the implications of its policies....

Across a broad range of policy areas, the administration has 
undermined the quality and independence of the scientific advisory 
system and the morale of the government's outstanding scientific 
personnel.

of Evolution

prominent scientists in the United Stales 
initiated and issued a joint statement in 
early 2004 titled Restoring Scientific 
Integrity in Policymaking—exposing and 
protesting key aspects of these atlacks on 
science and calling for an immediate end 
to “the distortion of scientific knowledge 
for partisan political ends." (See box.)

Co-signers of the statement now num­
ber in the thousands (around 6,000 and 
still counting), from all scientific disci­
plines, including 48 Nobel Prize winners, 
62 National Medal of Science recipients, 
and 135 members of the National 
Academy of Sciences. Signatories 
include scientific advisors to past 
Republican presidents.

In conjunction with the scientists’ 
statement, the Union of Concerned 
Scientists (UCS) released a detailed 
report. Scientific Integrity in 
Policymaking—Further Investigation of 
the Rush Administration’s Misuse of 
Science, backing up the scientists’ 
charges.

According to the UCS, the systematic 
and sweeping nature of these attacks on 
science across all areas of governmental 
policy came to light when UCS specifi­
cally commissioned a veteran investiga­
tive journalist to examine and verify scat­
tered reports of abuse. The report is filled 
with case after compelling case of the 
administration's “egregious disregard of 
scientific study,...censorship and distor­
tion of scientific analysis, and manipula­
tion of the scientific process, I and J...dis­
tortion of scientific knowledge" and 
offers ‘View evidence about the use of 
political litmus tests for scientific advi-
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On Mandates...Liars..
And the Will of the People
by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

MY JOURNEY 
FROM 
MAINSTREAM 
AMERICA TO 
REVOLUTIONARY 
COMMUNIST
A MEMOIR BY 
BOB AVAKIAN

real alternative.
And people who supported Bush were never really 

confronted with the fact that Bush is a fucking liar— 
that he took the country to war and has killed thou­
sands and thousands of people in dial war on the basis 
of flagrantly and brazenly lying before the whole 
world. He was never called to account for that. So 
people who thought they could rely on Bush to protect 
them were never even confronted with that fact—of 
his outright lying and everything that goes along with 
that—in any real way. Certainly not in the context of 
this election—not by the candidate, Kerry, who was 
supposed to represent the “realistic alternative” to 
Bush.

A lot of exposure can and must be done around all 
this.

The central message is that we do not accept this 
election and its so-called “mandate,” we do not accept 
this whole program, and we need to manifest a mas­
sive repudiation of it in all kinds of forms. And in this 
we have to build a very broad unity, with a wide diver­
sity of forces. We should try to unleash a lot of cre­
ativity around what that would mean—in the cultural 
sphere, in the overtly political sphere, in whatever 
spheres people are in. We should not aim low. We 
should aim high. We should cal! on people by saying: 
“This is too important just to go along with it—there 
is too much at stake for the whole world to just go 
along with this.” As we pointed out in our Party’s 
statement, right after the election', we have to have 
not just the attitude of letting it be known that we 
don’t agree with this, but an orientation of actually 
stopping it. This program of Bush's is completely 
unacceptable.
'“The Will of the People Was NOT Expressed in This Election.”

And then we do need to go deeply into the basic 
point that the people were denied the chance to really 
express their will in this election. That question is 
going to come up, even from people who hate this 
program represented by Bush: “Well, yes, but people 
voted for it.” So we need to speak to that. At the same 
time, there is already a broad and deep sentiment— 
“No Mandate!” We need to build on that and give it 
the maximum possible, most powerful political 
expression.

And there needs to be struggle with many progres­
sive people to help them sum up correctly what hap­
pened through this election. Some of them got caught 
up in trying to blame Nader—even in advance of the 
election—for Bush’s staying in office. But the real 
point is that Kerry and the Democrats did not—and, 
more fundamentally, could not—offer a real alterna­
tive. It is crucial that people, as broadly as possible, 
draw the appropriate and correct lessons from all this, 
and that will take struggle, even as we are uniting with 
people to carry forward resistance in the circum­
stances where Bush remains in office and is aggres­
sively accelerating his program in every sphere of 
society, and throughout the world.

In a lot of cases, when the masses turned out to 
vote in this (2004 election), even though they were 
not given any real alternative, it was a positive 
thing—or had a very definite positive side—it was a 
politicizing of the masses on a not so terrible basis. 
The bourgeoisie partly created the atmosphere— 
they created a politically charged atmosphere for 
their own reasons—but it hasn’t all been, or 
remained, on their terms completely. The atmos­
phere is very politicized, and there is a lot of poten­
tial to turn this into something very positive, in more 
immediate terms and looking beyond that toward 
strategic revolutionary objectives. But, again, that 
will take work, and struggle.

'll

over the next period of time. This has been edited for publication and footnotes have been added.

Bush has no legitimate mandate. The will of the 
people was not expressed in the 2004 election—not 
only because of voter intimidation and fraud, which 
there definitely was some of, but beyond all that, and 
most essentially, because the people were not given a 
real choice. They were not given a real avenue in 
which they could express their opposition to what is 
represented by Bush. The real story' of what is hap­
pening and the alternative to it was never presented in 
the election—certainly it was not presented by Kerry 
and the Democrats.

Bush was never straight-up called a liar and called 
to account for his lying, just to take one basic thing. 
There were three presidential debates and one vice- 
presidential debate, and yes, “misleading” was tossed 
around by Kerry and the Democrats, but never was 
Bush called out as a liar and called to account for his 
lying around Iraq and other things. The Democrats 
refused to do it because, especially on the most crucial 
issues such as the war in Iraq, they shared the same 
fundamental program as the Republicans.

So, the fact that nobody can really dispute is this: 
never was this whole program of Bush’s frontally 
opposed, never was a real alternative offered to peo­
ple, and particularly never over such crucial things as 
the war in Iraq or the Patriot Act. Kerry and the 
Democrats did not say, “Get rid of the Patriot Act"— 
Kerry said, “We should fix it.” Kerry and the 
Democrats did not say. “Bush lied, about weapons of 
mass destruction and other things, to get us into Iraq, 
and we should get out.” Kerry said, “Bush made a 
mess of it and now you need to elect me so I can win 
this war.”

It is clear that the will of the people could not pos­
sibly be expressed, because they were not given any
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A Celebration of the Release of
From Ike to Mao and Beyond,

My Journey from Mainstream America to 
Revolutionary Communist, a Memoir

by Bob Avakian 
Wednesday, May 25, 2005, 7 p.m.

Los Angeles Central Library, Thornton Courtyard
630 W. 5th St., Los Angeles 
free and open to the public

Contact: 323-492-8529
The Los Angeles Central Library, Social Science Department, and Friends of Insight Press will host 

an pvenino of readings, performance, and commentary by authors, artists, and academics in celebration 
of the release of From Ike to Mao and Beyond. My Journey from Mainstream America to Revolutionary 
communist a Memoir by Bob Avakian.

A nrowina list of participants include Reg E. Gaines (playwright, poet and author— Bring In Da Noise, 
O Zo In rm Funk} Lucia Marana (actor—A&E’s 100 Centre Street), Dr. Juan Gomez-Quinones (profes- 
Bnn9 history at UCLA and author of The Roots of Chicano Politics 1600-1940 and Chicano Politics 
Tojn r ooo) Carol Downer (co-founder of Feminist Women's Health Centers and author of A New View 
.wZj’n’s Bodvt Barry Sanders (professor, Pitzer College), and Francis D. Adams (authors of 

°r We Riohts- The Exclusion of African Americans in a White Man’s Land, 1619-2000), Paul Von 
Alienable 9 : o( African American Studies and Communications at UCLA and author of 
Bium sen . pride_African American Artists in Los Angeles), and Martha Quetzal Ceja
ffes/sfanc insight Press, Inc., former MEChA chair and co-author of The Chicano Struggle
^^Proletarian Revolution in the U.S.)

EDITORS NOTE: This is part of a series of excerpts on various subjects—drawn from conversations and 
discussions, as well as more formal talks, by Bob Avakian—which we will be running in this newspaper
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After the Sea
The Walls of
by Michael Slate, photos by Mukai

i- -

■■ - jj-yi

Fishermen pulling a boat up onto the beach, Galle.

Special to Revolution

hi March and April, Revolution correspondent Michael Slate traveled all over Sri Lanka, one of the 
places hardest hit by the tsunami of December 2004. Slate talked to many different people about the 
tsunami and the oppression and suffering that continue to unfold. This is the second in a series of 
reports by Slate that will appear in Revolution over the coming weeks.

■
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Amin joined in, “I do a small 
boat. I leave in the evening and 
come back in the morning, that’s 
how I live—catching fish. We 
were al home when the tsunami 
hit and when we heard the news 
we came here. Everything was 
gone... All of the sheds got 
washed away. My own boat got 
crushed there.”

Amanlhi, well into his forties, 
was the old man on the beach 
that day. He leaned back on one 
of the broken boats and told his 
story with a nervous laugh. “I 
was here when the wave hit. This 
is the remains of my boat. The 
wave hit and I climbed this tree, 
and then with the wave 1 swum

was able to stand up and get out 
of the water. Then I was scream­
ing for people to look out at what 
was happening. Now once a 
week I can do something, but 
nothing is reliable or steady. All 
these weeks there has been no 
income for me.”

The tsunami hit this beach hard.
We arrived al this beach just at 

the time the fishermen usually 
come back home from the sea. 
Instead of the 80 boats that 
would’ve come ashore few 
months earlier, now only a hand­
ful were being pulled up onto the 
sand. Crews of six to ten men 
strained every muscle on their 
arms, legs and backs as they 
leaned into logs laid across the 
width of the boat to provide 
leverage for pushing the boats up 
onto the beach. A work-gang 
chant provided the rhythm for 
their task; an old half-gallon 
plastic Coke bottle filled with 
water served as a roller under­
neath the boat to ease its path 
through the sand.

As soon as we arrived a group 
of fishermen gathered around. 
Linus, in his early thirties, spoke 
first. “We start-fishing about 4 or 
5 in the evening and end al about 
9 or 10 the next morning. You 
can’t say for sure what you will 
catch—sometimes you come 
back with 1500 rupees worth of 
catch and other times with noth­
ing.

“When the tsunami came 1 
was at the lighthouse and some­
how managed to escape from 
that. There was a whole body of 
water lhal kept coming at us. 
After that 1 found my way to 
town and to this site here. We 
came to the site to recover what- 

. ever we could. None of our stuff 
was here. There were nets, 
machines, and boats all over the 
place. So we just tried to salvage 
what we could. Fourteen boats 
were completely lost and other 
boats were damaged, and people 
are trying to repair them.”

Fishermen pulling a boat up onto the beach, Galle.

The heart of the city of Galle 
is an old Fort built as an anchor 
for Dutch colonial rule in the 
1600s. Over the centuries, the 
Dutch came and left as did the 
Portuguese and the British. But 
the Fort remains and inside its 
wails lie the center of tourism in 
Galle town and all the people 
who keep the tourist machine 
well oiled and running.

Just outside the walls of the 
Fort, on the back side of it, sits a 
large outdoor bus terminal and a 
haphazard marketplace where 
people sell boiled gram (a grain), 
fruits, King coconuts, vegetables, 
lunch packets, and deep-fried 
snacks. At night little oil-fueled 
torches light up the vendors’ 
carts.

On December 26 all this was 
wiped out in a matter of minutes.

over to the other tree. My 
intestines came out and 1 was in 
hospital.”

Rahul, a net repairman, cut in 
here and told a story that rang in 
my cars a few weeks later as I sal 
talking with people inside Galle 
Fort. “I was seated here at this 
spot and 1 saw this wave of water 
coming. First I just saw every­
thing being washed away. Then 1 
looked at the sea and I saw this 
huge wave coming al me. I ran 
but the wave caught up with me. 
1 tried to swim with the wave, 
trying to gel up to some of those 
trees up there. Fortunately for me 
the wave went into the Fort and I 
was swept into the Fort where I

Inside and 
Outside the 
Fort Walls

Galle Fort is a mammoth 
structure built to withstand any­
thing and everything thrown at it. 
The walls of the Fort are 30 feet 
high and 15 feet thick, forming a 
formidable border between the

Tales of the 
Fishermen

On the other side of the Fort is 
a small fishing beach. In the best 
of times 80 boats used to launch 
from this beach each evening and 
return again in the morning with 
the catch. An entire community 
has been built up around the 
work of the beach. The fishermen 
don’t live on this beach but their 
lives are centered here. 
Equipment is stored in sheds lhal 
dot the beach. There are people 
who mend the nets and fix the 
engines. Some wield hammers, 
chisels, and long knives to carve 
catamarans out of tree trunks.' 
Others repair the fiberglass day 
boats. Along the sides of the road 
fishmongers peddle the night’s 
catch. The Fisherman’s 
Association meets on this beach.

ilk.

Fish seller in Galle.
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At the Peraliya clinic, Alison talks to a woman a

Stood Up
Galle Fort

1 <: 
hi I;! I

hotel, and we were serving 
breakfast. In front of the hotel is 
a rampart wall with a 30-foot 
drop down to the fishing beach 
below us. Extraordinary noises, 
cracking sounds, were coming 
from the beach below the wall. 
We all ran from the veranda and 
looked over. The buildings below 
the wall—the sea was over the 
roofs of the buildings and the 
cracking was the roofs coming 
off. Boats and cars and people 
were sweeping towards the base 
of the wall. It was a surreal sight, 
hard to believe or understand. At 
the lime I thought it was high 
tide or a drain had burst. I had no 
comprehension of what had hap­
pened.

“I have a house about 400 
meters away, down at sea level, 
and my 14-year-old daughter was 
asleep on the ground floor there. 
So I ran towards there. There is 
an old gate through the Fort 
walls down at sea level and the 
water was coming through that 
like a huge fire hydrant, just 
shooting through, with cars and

it or knowledge of it. The rela­
tionship between life inside the 
Fort and the rest of Galle is an 
eerie shadow of the way the 
world is set up-—so many people 
in the imperialist world blind to 
the lopsidedness imperialism 
enforces and what it means for 
the masses of people in 
oppressed nations.

The tsunami helped open 
Olivia’s eyes. And once her eyes 
were opened she really strained 
to do what she could to help the 
people. She let volunteers crash 
at the hotel. She helped feed pec 
pie and raised funds to help the 
fishermen replace their lost 
equipment or the local tuk-tuk 
driver replace his three-wheeler 
taxi.

“The first inkling that this was 
bigger than just here was a tele­
phone call we had from friends 
who live in Tangalle, which is 
two hours south of here, going 
‘Did that happen to you?’ They 
already had information that 
there had been an earthquake, 
and this was the wave that came 
from that.

“People started gathering here. 
This is at the highest point of the 
Fort and so the community of the 
Fort all came here. We had thou­
sands of people, cars—then peo­
ple appearing from the town 
soaked, shocked and terrified... 
We realized we had to feed them. 
We had so many people here that 
day; we cooked for everybody, 
made tea, looked after them.
Then a crazy German guy turned 
up and sat and played the 
piano—which was a real ‘play­
ing while Rome burned,’ but it 
calmed everybody.

“It wasn’t until the morning of 
the next day that I walked out 
into the town. We had looked 
from (he ramparts down and 
could sec fishing boats and buses 
and water everywhere—in the 
middle of the cricket pitch, in 
places that they would normally 
never be. The next day I walked 
out and around to the bus sta­
tion—those are the clips of film 
that I think everybody saw. The 
chaos and devastation—a place 
where you recognize things was 
gone. The guy who mended my 
shoes was gone. The fruit market 
was gone. The fish market was 
gone. The streets were devas­
tated. There were cars in the sec­
ond stories of buildings. I then 
went into complete shock...

“The initial reaction when we 
saw bodies in the water from 
here was to throw ropes over the 
walls to people. We tried to find 
things that would float to go and 
rescue people.*The initial reac­
tion is just to do—and for the 
first month afterwards it was just 
doing, doing things that you 
would never ever do and had 
never done before in your life 
and never thought you Would 
do...

“I don’t have a feeling of des­
peration. I’m here in the Fort, 
and here you can forget that it 
happened. Out there it is right 
there in front of you. But in the 
people we’ve helped and the 
livelihoods we’ve helped and the
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A 13-year-old girl who survived the tsunami in Peraliya. 

poverty and desperation of the 
rest of Galle and the relative ease 
of the tourist and European expa­
triate community inside.

The Amangala Hotel, formerly 
the New Oriental Hotel, is the 
heart of the Fort. It is the oldest 
hotel in the country, built in the 
1600s as the Dutch Governor’s 
residence. After a major rehab 
job the hotel reopened in 
November 2004. Olivia, a British 
expatriate who fell in love with 
the old hotel and directed the 
rehabilitation of it, is now the 
manager. The hotel comes off a 
little like a bit of heaven—sitting 
on the veranda you can easily 
forget what the rest of Galle is 
like. The women and men who 
work there glide silently across 
the lobby and the hotel grounds, 
dressed in elegant colonial era 
gowns and suits.

Olivia invited us to lunch and 
told her story. “On the day of the 
tsunami I came early to work. It 
was Boxing Day. I was really 
annoyed to be at work nursing a 
hangover. We had guests in the

boats, and hitting the building 
opposite and flooding the lower 
part of the Fort. I did manage to 
telephone my daughter and tell 
her to get out of bed and get on 
the roof. But actually she was 
fine; the walls of the Fort pro­
tected her. These were built by ' 
the Dutch in the 17th century, 
and my house had no water in it. 
It is 10 meters from the beach. I 
did have a boat outside my front 
door. It came from outside the 
Fort, a kilometer down the street, 
and it took the U.S. Marines to 
move it two weeks later. Al that 
stage, though, I was very 
unaware that this had happened 
everywhere, that it had affected 
the whole town. In the Fort at the 
time it seemed like a disaster to 
us but, in comparison to what 
had happened outside, we were 
really very unaffected. The walls 
saved us from that.”

Olivia isn’t an uncaring per­
son. Nor is she intentionally 
oblivious about the world outside 
the walls of the Fort. She just 
hasn’t had much interaction with

positive things we’ve done, it is 
giving people some hope."

The Volunteers 
of Peraliya

Olivia recommended that we 
take another drive up the coast to 
the village/camp called Peraliya. 
She told us about a crew of vol­
unteer doctors from Germany 
and Denmark who were working 
with some volunteers from the 
U.S. in a medical clinic set up as 
part of rebuilding after the 
tsunami.

We met Alison soon after we 
arrived in Peraliya. She’s an 
Australian woman who was liv­
ing with her boyfriend on the 
Upper Eastside of New York City 
when she saw the first reports of 
the tsunami on CNN.'At one 
point Alison, who had been a 
nurse, felt she couldn't just sit in 
New York and passively watch so 
much suffering on TV. She and 
her boyfriend had spent the last 
few years making documentary 
films about the lives of people in 
rural areas of different African 
countries. Now they pulled 
together a small crew of friends, 
flew to Colombo, rented a van 
and loaded it up with food, other 
materials and medical supplies 
they brought from New York.
They drove down the Coast high­
way and found Peraliya.

Alison has been in Peraliya 
since early January, and it is 
beginning to take a toll. She cries 
often during the day and worries 
that this is a sign she needs to 
take a break. But she feels she 
can’t leave, there is still so much 
to do. As we talked Alison took 
us on a walk back to the lagoon 
and the river. Three months after 
the tsunami the signs of broken 
lives and death are ail over this 
area. A white wedding dress on a 
hanger is laid out in one part of 
the lagoon. Suitcases and brief­
cases, belonging to both the vil­
lagers and the passengers on the 
tsunami-wrecked Queen of the 
Sea train, lay bent and broken 
open along the edges of the 
lagoon and sometimes partly 
submerged in it. Children’s 
clothing and toys were tangled 
up in tree roots, as are notebooks 
with washed-out writing. In the 
middle of all this—in between 
the debris, the tree roots, and the 
swamp grass—every now and 
then bodies still surface.

“There was a 20-foot wave 
that came through this village 
and it went three miles inland. 
Even to this day I got 67 bodies 
this week, and there are still 
thousands in there. It’s just too 
much to do, and the police have 
just given up on it. Once a day 
someone comes with a bagged 
body—they think I’m the body 
lady and they bring a tooth or a 
mouth or a leg or something...

“There are about 2,500 bodies 
buried on the beach across the 
street. They were deteriorating so 
fast-and smelling and just totally 
unrecognizable so they had to 
bury them quick. The spot they 
chose is right in front of the

Continued on page 15
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Leaflets being distributed during the January Storm in Shanghai, 1967.A defiant Zhang Chunqiao during the 1981 trial.
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I have long aspired to reach for the clouds. 
Again I come from afar
To climb Chingkangshan, our old haunt. 
Past scenes are transformed.
Orioles sing, swallows swirl. 
Streams purl everywhere 
And the road mounts skyward. 
Once Huangyangchieh is passed 
No other perilous place calls for a glance. 
Wind and thunder are stirring.
Flags and banners are flying 
Wherever men live.
Thirty-eight years are fled 
With a mere snap of the fingers. 
We can clasp the moon in the Ninth Heaven 
And seize turtles deep down in the Five Seas: 
We'll return amid triumphant song and laughter. 
Nothing is hard in this world 
If you dare to scale the heights.

ai mounted a chai­
’s entrenched and 
jparatus, raised criti­

cisms of the local >arty leadership, and 
-------- ’ ' 's or a new political 

struggle intensified.

Zhang Chunqiac was drafted by Mao 
join the Cultural Revolution Group in 
------ ■ - -■ j dance and direction 

d “revolution within

mty

theory with a living, developing sense 
of the contours and dynamics of class 
struggle under socialism. He fought for 
Mao’s line of continuing the revolution 
until all enslaving relations and ideas 
are overcome on a world scale.. Basing

i mass
• overthrow the new 
commanding posi-

hc ’’capitalist road­
forward the process 

of transforming the economic, political.

The Cultural Revolution: 
Leading in the Trenches 
of Struggle

It was Zhang’s role in the Cultural 
Revolution that marked his emergence 
as a major leader and standard-bearer of 
Mao’s revolutionary line of continuing 
the revolution under the dictatorship of 
the proletariat to achieve classless, 
communist society.

Mao summed up the experience of 
the Soviet Union, where a new exploit­
ing class, still calling itself socialist, 
had come to power. He was struggling 
against revisionism, the betrayal of rev­
olution under the cover and in the name 
of Marxism. He analyzed that a neo­
capitalist elite was arising within the 
political and economic structures of 
China, and headquartered within the 
Communist Party. A radical solution 
was required: to mobilize the masses to 
criticize and challenge bourgeois and

pressed demands 
order. Ferment and
Zhang followed de\ elopments in Shang­
hai with great attei lion and returned to 
the city several tin es, bringing support 
from the Cultural R evolution Group and 
assisting and provk ing leadership to the 
rebels. The revol itionary movement 
grew and an allianc J of rebel forces took 
control of the city

January 1967. This was the first “seizure 
of power” by the n 
Revolution. It set ai 
ideological tone ft 
other parts of the 
Cultural Revolutior .

Zhang helped sy actualize and spread 
the lessons of the $ hanghai Storm. And 
he was deeply invc Ived in summing up 
the experiences am 1 experimentation of 
forging new revol itionary administra­
tive and political ii istitutions to replace 
the old order.

Advancing Socialist 
Theory

Zhang made an enormous contribu­
tion to the international proletariat’s 
understanding of the nature of socialist 
society and its economics, and the char­
acter and goal of proletarian revolution.

Zhang further developed Mao’s 
insight that the mere conversion of the 
means of production to slate properly 
does not guarantee that society is 
socialist. The true nature of ownership 
is determined by what political and ide­
ological line is in command: are the 
economy and society being led and 
moving in the direction of restricting 
and eliminating the significant differ­
ences and inequalities left over from 
capitalist society: or is society on a 
road, and moving in a direction, that, 
would bring back the old order even in 
the disguise of socialism? Ownership. 
Zhang emphasized, is a question of 
power: who is really running society, 
do the masses have the ability to con­
tinue to make revolution and transform 
society?

Zhang analyzed that there are still 
capitalist aspects in the production rela­
tions of socialism. The relations 
between people in production are still 
class relations. Do managers and lead­
ing state and party functionaries take 
part in productive labor with the 
masses; and more broadly, are-the 
masses taking part in important spheres 
of administrative tasks and the spheres 
of education and culture? Or are differ- . 
ences hardening and the gulf between 
mental and manual labor widening? 
Zhang explained that the division of 
labor cannot be overcome all at once— 
but at every stage in the development of 
the revolution it must be restricted and 
transformed to the greatest degree pos­
sible.

Zhang’s essay “On Exercising All- 
Round Dictatorship Over the 
Bourgeoisie” explains that the proletar-

The Last Great Battle
Zhang Chunqiao was a pivotal figure 

in the struggle between revolution and 
counterrevolution between 1973 and 
1976. In the early 1970s, Deng 
Xiaoping and other revisionist forces in 
the Communist Party began mounting 
an offensive to overthrow proletarian 
rule. Mao relied on Zhang and a core of 
revolutionary leaders (including Jiang 
Qing, who was Mao’s wife) to politi­
cally arm and mobilize the masses to 
wage a life-and-deatli struggle to pre­
serve and advance proletarian rule. 
Zhang rose to the challenge with vision, 
with scientific understanding, and with 
indomitable courage.

Zhang had strategic confidence in 
the ability of the masses to grasp their 
role as the makers of revolution and to 
grasp the science of Marxism that 
would enable them to do so. He acted 
on the understanding that the key to the 
defense and advance of revolution was 
to arouse the conscious activism of the 
masses. And he and the other revolu-

ian revolution is a thoroughgoing revo­
lution that must persevere in exercising 
all-round dictatorship over the bour­
geoisie. This means in all spheres and 
al all stages of development of the rev­
olution. The proletarian revolution 
aims, with Zhang citing Marx’s famous 
description, to eliminate “the 4 Alls”: 
all classes and class distinctions gener­
ally, all the relations of production on 
which they rest, all the social relations 
corresponding to them, and all the 
ideas that result from these social rela­
tions. This revolution must continue 
until it banishes these “4 Alls” from the 
earth.

These were not theoretical issues for 
discussion by a small section of party 
leaders. These were questions put 
before the masses in-China. And revolu­
tionaries throughout the world also look 
them up.

could not break Jiang Qing and Zhang 
Chunqiao. At the show trial organized 
by the revisionist regime in 1980-81, 
Jiang Qing confronted and exposed her 
inquisitors and Zhang sat in defiant 
silence. Zhang received a death sen­
tence that was later commuted to life 
imprisonment; and after more than 25 
years in prison, he remained unrepen­
tant.

Willi the coup of 1976, the revolution 
in China was defeated, but the revolu­
tionaries were not defeated politically 
and ideologically.

****
The Cultural Revolutiori was the 

highest pinnacle reached so far by the 
proletarian revolution. And Maoism 
must continue to learn from this experi­
ence and from the example of leaders 
like Zhang Chunqiao. The proletarian 
revolution must sum up the great 
strengths as well as the weaknesses and 
limitations of the Cultural Revolution, 
in order to go further and do even better, 
to make and continue the revolution 
worldwide until the historic mission of 
the proletariat—a communist world 
free of exploitation, oppression, and 
class distinctions altogether—has been 
achieved.

ety. And through ; 
empower the mass 
of society. This 
Revolution Mao lai inched in 1966.

Zhang Chunqiac 
to; ’ ’ ~ ’ 

Beijing to give gu 
to the unprecedentc 
the revolution.” Zh ing was in the lhick 
of some of its mi 
breakthrough epis< ’des—including the 
dramatic events th; 1 came to be known 
as the Shanghai Jai nary Storm.

In late 1966. reb -1 students and rebel 
workers in Shangl 
lenge to the citj 
oppressive ruling a

tionary leaders entered the fray and 
gave direction to sharp and compli­
cated struggles on many different 
fronts: education, industrial manage­
ment, economic strategy, science and 
technology, and other arenas. They 
were continually summing up experi­
ence, drawing lessons, and applying 
Marxism to new problems. They were 
hewing a path forward and politicaly 
and ideologically arming the proletariat 
worldwide. They kept to this orienta­
tion and maintained their resolve— 
even when they made mistakes, even 
when sections of people were influ­
enced for a time by backward ideas, 
even as the balance of political and 
international forces turned more unfa­
vorable for the revolution in China.

And so, when the revisionists in 
China’s Communist Party staged their 
armed coup after Mao died in 1976, 
they moved, and had to move, deci­
sively against the revolutionary head­
quarters within the Communist Party. 
The defining act of the coup was the 
arrest of Zhang Chunqiao and Jiang 
Qing (and the two other members of the 
so-called “gang of four”). This set 
China on the course that would turn it 
into the sweatshop for world capitalism 
that it is today.

But isolation and threats of death

* 7

unprecedented heights during the 
Cultural Revolution of 1966-76, until 
Mao’s death.

That such a society existed was 
inseparable from the fact that the prole­
tariat in power had Mao Tsetung as its 
leader and heroes of its cause like 
Zhang Chunqiao.

Zhang Chunqiao occupied high posi­
tions of authority in the party and slate 
structures—he was a member of the 
Political Bureau of the Chinese 
Communist Party, a vice premier, and 
head of the political department of the 
People’s Liberation Army. And he used 
these positions to lead the masses to 
challenge entrenched officialdom, the 
hierarchy and inequalities of class soci­
ety, and the ideological deadweight of 
the past. This is quite remarkable.

Zhang was a communist leader who 
combined a sweeping grasp of Marxist

Daring to Scale the Height^ for 
the Emancipation of Huma 
In Tribute to Zhang Chunqiao: 1917^2005

Chingkangshan Revfetee©1]
This poem was written by Mao Tsetung in May 1965, shortly before the start 
of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. Chingkangshan is the mountain 
where the first revolutionary base area in China was established under Mao's 
leadership in 1927.

lution and the cause of human emanci­
pation. His is a life to celebrate, to learn 
about and learn from.

Maoist China was a far cry from the 
corrupt capitalist China of today that is 
socialist only in name. Il was a China of 
genuine socialism and all-the-way revo­
lution. A revolution that ended exploita­
tion, that was digging up the roots of 
oppression and class division, breaking 
tradition’s chains and meeting the needs 
of the masses. Il may be hard to imag­
ine in today’s world that on this planet 
there was a liberating society and econ­
omy in which the masses were ruling 
and increasing their collective mastery. 
That there was an inspiring example to 
the oppressed of the world and a base 
for promoting world revolution. But 
this was the reality of revolutionary 
China—beginning with the triumph of 
the revolution in 1949 and reaching

On April 21 the international prole­
tariat lost a great leader when Zhang 
Chunqiao died al the age of 88. Zhang 
was a close colleague and follower of 
Mao Tsetung and a prominent leader of 
the Cultural Revolution. He was 
arrested when the counter-revolutionary 
forces in the Chinese Communist Party 
staged a coup after Mao’s death in 
1976.

Zhang never wavered from revolu­
tion... in its brightest hours and in its 
darkest moments.

Zhang Chunqiao is not widely 
known to the fighters and dreamers of 
today. For decades the regime that 
imprisoned him hid information about 
his status from the people in China and 
the world. And even in his death, Zhang 
is slandered by reactionary forces and 
pundits the world over. But he had an 
immense impact on the course of revo-

reactionary authoi loi waS^ 
political struggle ti 
bourgeois forces ir 
lions of society— 
ers”—and to carry

himself on the science of revolution, he ’ social, and idcolog relations of soci- 
dared to lead the masses to seize new ... "
ground and break new ground in eman­
cipating themselves.

Zhang was intellectually alive, a rig­
orous and innovative theorist who had 
no taste for pale doctrine. He looked to 
the new and captured the imagination of 
China’s new generation of revolutionar­
ies who came forward during the 
Cultural Revolution. His revolutionary 
leadership and writings.have influenced 
revolutionaries around the world.

The bourgeoisie would have us 
believe that revolutionary leaders 
invariably succumb to the privileges 
and corruptions of power. The life of 
Zhang Chunqiao proves otherwise.
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Daring to Scale the Heights for the Emancipation of Humanity

&
Students at Beijing University put up big-character posters criticizing capitalist roaders during the Cultural 
Revolution.

From
Setting the Record
Straight

You can contact “Set the Record
Straight” at:
SetTheRecordStraight@hotmail.com
See the articles online at rwor.org: 
“Social and Economic Achievements 
Under Mao,” August 8, 2004.
“The Truth About the Cultural 
Revolution,” August 29, 2004.

Revolution

' *

The Cultural
Revolution in
China: I

The project to “Set the Record 
Straight” is inspired by the writings of 
Bob Avakian.

The purpose is to take on the distor­
tions, misrepresentations, and support­
ing scholarship that hold such sway in 
academia about the first wave of social­
ist revolutions, in the Soviet Union in 
1917-1956 and China in 1949-1976.

Against the facile verdicts that social­
ism has been a nightmare, or at best a 
terribly failed experiment, we are bring­
ing forth the real and historic accom­
plishments of these revolutions, espe­
cially the lessons of the Cultural 
Revolution, without papering over mis­
takes and shortcomings.

The idea is to stir debate and discus­
sion as to why these stand as vital, if 
initial, experiences at building liberating 
societies. At the same time, we are 
bringing forth what Avakian has been 
pointing to, in terms of where we have 
to do better and what it means to take 
the communist project to a whole other 
level of understanding and practice if it 
is to be viable and desirable in the 21st 
century. In short, communism is 
alive...but also developing.

We are undertaking a wide range of 
activities: fact sheets, articles, mass 
leafleting, forums, etc.; and we are net­
working with progressive scholars and 
want to learn from the diverse insights 
of others.

We are seeking to influence both stu­
dents and professors and scholars.

We want to contribute to creating an 
intellectual current that challenges the 
slanders and superficial summations, 
that insists on truthful examination of 
what these revolutions were actually 
striving to accomplish, the difficulties 
they faced, and what they were able to 
achieve, and that sees the relevance of 
all this to the deeply felt desire of so 
many for a radically different world.

mation of the economy, social institu­
tions, culture, and values and were rev­
olutionizing the Communist Party 
itself. This is what Mao called continu­
ing the revolution under the dictator­
ship of the proletariat.

The Cultural Revolution was not 
about “round-ups,’' people being sent to 
“forced-labor camps,” or “totalitarian 
group-think.” The methods of the 
Cultural Revolution were quite differ­
ent. Workers, peasants, and people 
from all walks of life engaged in mass 
criticism of corrupt officialdom. They 
engaged in great debates about eco­
nomic policy, the educational system, 
culture, and the relation between the 
Communist Party and the masses of 
people. Mao wasn’t interested in 
“purges.” He was calling for mass 
action from below to defeat the ene­
mies of the revolution.

Mao called on the masses to “bom­
bard the headquarters” and overthrow 
the handful of capitalist- roaders who 
were trying to lead society back into the 
clutches of capitalism. These were 
overwhelmingly political up-risings. 
Mass debate, mass criticism, and mass 
political mobilization—these were the 
main forms of class struggle during the 
Cultural Revolution. Party and admin­
istrative officials at all levels were 
given the -opportunity to reform and 
participate in the struggle.

Artists were encouraged to engage in 
the revolutionary movement. This 
included carrying out self-examination 
of how their works either advanced the 
revolution or held it back, and viewing 
their work in the context of the struggle 
to create a new society. The Cultural 
Revolution was aiming to foster revolu­
tionary art that would portray the 
masses and help the masses propel his­
tory forward.

One of the objectives of the Cultural

Workers from a 
revolution and 

i production committee 
at a Shanghai steel 

mill. 1969.

Revolution was to break down the cul­
tural lopsidedness that existed in China. 
It was a social situation in which artists, 
intellectuals, and professionals were 
concentrated in the cities, and in which 
their work was largely divorced from 
the greater society, especially the 80% 
that lived in the countryside at the time. 
The Cultural Revolution spawned soci­
ety-wide discussion about the need to 
narrow the inequalities between mental 
and manual labor, between city and 
countryside, between industry and agri­
culture, and between men and women.

Artists, doctors, technical and scien­
tific workers, and all kinds of educated 
people were called upon to go among 
the workers and peasants: to apply their 
skills to the needs of society, to share 
the lives of the laboring people, to 
exchange knowledge, and to learn from 
the basic people. Great numbers of 
youth and professionals answered 
Mao’s call to “serve the people” and go 
to the countryside.

The Cultural Revolution was an his­
toric event without precedent. In a situ­
ation in which a socialist system had 
been established, Mao and the revolu­
tionaries in the Chinese Communist 
Party mobilized the activism and cre­
ativity of the masses to prevent the 
restoration of the old order and to carry 
forward the socialist revolution towards 
communism: the elimination of classes 
and all oppressive relations. History has 
never seen a mass movement and strug­
gle of such scale and guided by such 
revolutionary politics and conscious­
ness. History has never seen so radical 
an attempt to transform economic rela­
tions, political and social institutions, 
and culture, habit, and ideas.

Were there mistakes and shortcom­
ings in the Cultural Revolution? Yes, 
even some serious ones. But viewed in 
the context of its enormous achieve­
ments, and certainly set against the hor­
rors of capitalist society, these are sec­
ondary.

But the communist revolution cannot 
stand still. It has to critically learn from 
its experience, not fear to interrogate 
itself, and advance further and do bet­
ter. Bob Avakian has been providing the 
pathbreaking Marxist-Leninist-Maoist 
understanding to do just that.

Bob Avakian has been bringing for­
ward a vibrant vision of socialism and 
communism. He has been enlarging the 
understanding of the tasks and contra­
dictions of revolutionary leadership and 
how the masses can be unleashed to 
rule and transform society. He has been 
speaking to the indispensable role that 
dissent plays in socialist society, espe­
cially in contributing to the critical 
spirit that must permeate all of society. 
And he has drawn attention to the 
importance of the intellectual and cul­
tural spheres under socialism and that 
socialist society needs—and must fos­
ter great intellectual ferment, creativ­
ity, and experimentation.

Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution of 1966-1976 was a mass 
revolutionary upsurge involving hun­
dreds of millions of people. It was a 
kind of “revolution within the revolu­
tion.”

In 1949, China’s worker-peasant rev­
olution overthrew the old order. The 
revolution established a socialist politi­
cal and economic system that empow­
ered the masses and brought great ben­
efits to people. But significant 
economic differences and social 
inequalities still existed in the new 
socialist society. Most dangerously, a 
new privileged elite had emerged. Its 
political-organizational center was 
right within the Chinese Communist 
Parly, and its political and ideological 
influence was growing.

By the mid-1960s, the top capitalist- 
roaders (so called because they were 
high-ranking Party leaders who used a 
watered-down Marxism to justify tak­
ing China down a political-economic 
road that would lead to the restoration 
of capitalism) were maneuvering to 
seize power. Their goal was to re-insti­
tute systems of exploitation and to open 
China back up to foreign domination— 
in short, to turn China into the “sweat­
shop paradise” that it is today!

Far from being a “palace power 
struggle,” the Cultural Revolution was 
a profound and intense struggle over 
the direction of society and over who 
would rule society: the working people 
or a new bourgeois class.

Mao and the revolutionary forces in 
the Communist Parly mobilized people 
to rise up to prevent capitalist takeover 
and to shake up the higher levels of the 
Party that had become increasingly cast 
in a bourgeois-bureaucratic mold. But 
the Cultural Revolution was much 
more than that. The masses were carry­
ing forward the revolutionary transfor-

The Great
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Shanghai
January

Storm

Zhang
Chunqiao
aod the

The great debate in Shanghai 
during the Cultural Revolution 

in China, 1967.

|—he Cultural Revolution and the 
I struggle against “those in authority 
0 taking the capitalist road” involved 

the broad masses of people in Shanghai. 
Representatives of many factories and 
colleges formed a broad alliance of rebel 
organizations. They went out all over the 
city, explaining their stand, rebutting false 
charges, and calling on the masses in 
posters, meetings, and demonstrations to 
resist the revisionist leaders and sweep 
them from power.

The Shanghai party authorities tried to 
keep the workers out of the struggle, 
particularly by distorting the 
revolutionary slogan, "grasp revolution, 
promote production," emphasizing only 
the second part. The workers were told 
that they must "obey this slogan”—by not 
leaving their jobs to join the 
demonstrations. Despite such efforts, a 
Shanghai-wide organization of rebel 
workers was formed. Il first functioned 
underground and then in early November 
declared its existence with an inaugural 
rally of tens of thousands of workers from 
the city’s 800 factories. This was the birth 
of the Shanghai Workers Rebel 
Headquarters.

Before the rally the rebel workers sent 
a delegation to the city authorities. They 
wanted the Party Committee to officially 
recognize their new organization, and 
they demanded that the Mayor come to 
the rally to hear criticisms from the 
people. These and other demands were 
rejected and instead the revisionists 
issued instructions that “those loyal to the 
party will not participate or support the 
Workers Revolutionary Rebel 
Headquarters.” Spies were sent into the 
crowd, the platform was bugged, and 
provocateurs tried to break up the rally.

The rally of students, cadres, peasants, 
and workers lasted seven hours. Then the 
crowd marched to the city Parly 
Committee, where they demanded-to see 
the mayor. When the mayor refused to 
come out. the rebels decided to go to 
Beijing to present their case directly to 
Mao Tsetung.

2,500 Workers Headquarters members 
converged at the Shanghai railway station 
and took over a Beijing-bound train. 
Another group of rebels set off to walk the 
900 miles to Beijing!

When the Shanghai party leaders 
ordered the train stopped at Anting, about 
20 miles north of the city, those who had 
set out on fool joined those on the train.

The Shanghai parly leaders sent 
relatives to urge the rebels to go home. 
But many of these relatives were won 
over to support the rebellion and workers 
from nearby factories and farm 
communes brought food and water to the 
rebel workers. The party and city officials 
called on the workers to return to their 
jobs—once again mis-using the 
revolutionary slogan “grasp revolution, 
promote production” to argue that the 
workers' should go back to work. They 
said the workers could participate in the 
revolution—after working hours. But 
1,000 workers said they would not leave 
until their demands were met and 
occupied the train for the next three days.

Il was at this point that the Central 
Cultural Revolution Group (CCRG) in 
Beijing intervened. Zhang Chunqiao from 
the CCRG went to Anting, and during a 
nine-hour meeting, he listened to the 
rebels’ demands and discussed with them 
the complex question of how to handle 
the contradiction between “grasping 
revolution” and “promoting production” 
in the course of waging the class struggle. 
Zhang assured (he workers that they had 
support from Mao and lop parly leaders in 
Beijing and convinced them to return to 
Shanghai—to continue the struggle there.

Then, in a rather “in your face" move, 
Zhang Chunqiao held a mass meeting in 
Shanghai with the workers who had 
returned from Anting and formally signed 
their demands. Zhang said that Mao and 
the party’s Central Committee knew 
about the situation in Shanghai, that the 
CCRG recognized the Workers 
Headquarters as a revolutionary 
organization, and that the Standing 
Committee of the Central Committee had 
confirmed this decision. Such news was 
immediately spread far and wide by the 
rebels as wall posters and leaflets by the 
thousands declared and greeted this
important support from Beijing.

The Mayor of Shanghai, who opposed 
Mao’s line, was enraged and, upon 
hearing that Zhang had signed the 
workers’ demands, remarked: “Zhang 
Chunqiao signs and catches us all with 
our pants down”! Attacks against Zhang’s 
leadership intensified—;he received 
threats on his life, his house was broken 
into, and rebels under his leadership were 
physically attacked.

In fact, Zhang’s support of the rebel 
workers, given that he was considered a 
direct emissary from Mao, shattered the 
credibility of the mayor and his Party 
Committee and played an extremely 
important role in creating public opinion 
in favor of the rebel workers. And Mao 
himself openly and specifically approved 
the “Shanghai January Storm” and called 
upon his supporters all over the country to 
emulate this action wherever it was 
needed, to prevent the restoration of 
capitalism and push forward the building 
of socialism.

member of the political bureau of the 
Communist Party, hi 1975, he was 
appointed vice premier of the government 
and director of the political department of 
the People’s Liberation Army.

Zhang Chunqiao’s crucial role in the 
Cultural Revolution is highlighted by the 
famous November 1966 “Anting 
incident,” which led up to the 1967 
January Storm.

Zhang Chunqiao was born in Anhui 
Province, in East China, and began his 
revolutionaiy activities in the 1930s. As a 
young man, Zhang Chunqiao was most 
active in the literary field as part of the 
underground party in Shanghai.

After the liberation of Shanghai in 
1949. Zhang Chunqiao became part of 
the administration of the party and the 
city. For years he was Deputy-Secretary of 
the Municipal Party Committee and 
Deputy Minister of Propaganda. He was 
also one of the heads of the Shanghai 
Committee for Friendly Relations with 
Foreign Countries and met with guests 
from around the world.

When the mayor of Shanghai, a 
supporter of Mao, died in 1965, Zhang 
Chunqiao was shoved aside and actually 
demoted by powerful forces who opposed 
Mao’s line of building socialism.

In 1965, an article criticizing a play 
that attacked Mao by allegory served as 
the opening shot of the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution. Zhang Chunqiao, as 
director of the Propaganda Department, 
made it possible  for this to be published in 
two newspapers in Shanghai. Mao made 
Zhang a Deputy Leader in the Cultural 
Revolution Group—the national body 
responsible for leading the Cultural 
Revolution. And this pul Zhang in direct 
opposition to the leaders running the 
Party and the government in Shanghai 
who opposed Mao's revolutionaiy line.

The lop party leadership in Shanghai 
were revisionists—who upheld the 
revolution in words but were doing 
everything they could to betray the 
revolution and bring back capitalism. 
They tried to sabotage and block the 
actions of young Red Guards who were 
sent from Beijing to carrying out the 
Cultural Revolution. Under Zhang’s 
leadership, rebel youth and workers 
organized to “seize power back from 
those in authority taking the capitalist 
road.” This became a model for the whole 
country, known as the January Storm.

Zhang Chunqiao described the intense 
debate and struggle that was unleashed: 
“We used to hold joint discussions. We 
would ask the rebels to come to our 
meeting to discuss each problem. One day 
40 organizations might be represented 
and the next day a hundred. Nobody knew 
anyone else. Although we were very busy 
and often in a state of chaos, we felt that 
this sort of thing was liable to happen in 
a revolution and this was the way to gel 
problems solved. It would have been 
wrong to be too hasty.”

The struggle drew thousands of people 
into a huge debate over the aims of 
socialist society and the danger of forces 
right inside the Party and government 
using their power to restore capitalism. 
Young Red Guards initialed much of this 
struggle and thousands of workers joined 
in.

Zhang Chunqiao later became a
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Daring to Scale the Heights for the Emancipation of Humanity

Celebration in front of the 
Shanghai Municipal 

Revolutionary Committee 
’ building after the masses 

seized power from the 
capitalist readers, 1967.

As early as 1920, Lenin, basing himself 
on practical experience in leading the Great 
October Socialist Revolution and directing 
the first state of proletarian dictatorship, 
pointed out shaiply, “The dictatorship of 
the proletariat is a most determined and 
most ruthless war waged by the new class 
against a more powerful enemy, the bour­
geoisie, whose resistance is increased ten­
fold by its overthrow (even if only in one 
country), and whose power lies not only 
in the strength of international capital, in 
the strength and durability of the inter­
national connections of the bourgeoisie, 
but also in the force of habit, in the 
strength of small production. For unfortu­
nately, small production is still very, very 
widespread in the world, and small pro­
duction engenders capitalism and the 
bourgeoisie continuously, daily, hourly, 
spontaneously, and on a mass scale. For 
all these reasons the dictatorship of the 
proletariat is essential.” Lenin pointed out 
that the dictatorship of the proletariat is a 
persistent struggle—bloody and bloodless, 
violent and peaceful, military and eco­
nomic, educational and administrative— 
against the forces and traditions of the old 
society, that it means all-round dictatorship 
over the bourgeoisie. Lenin stressed time 
and again that it is impossible to triumph 
over the bourgeoisie without exercising a 
protracted, all-round dictatorship over it. 
These words of Lenin’s, especially those he 
underscored, have been confirmed by prac­
tice in subsequent years. Sure enough, new 
bourgeois elements have been engendered 
batch after batch, and it is precisely the 
Khrushchev-Brezhnev renegade clique that 
is their representative. These people gener­
ally have a good class background; almost 
all of them were brought up under the red 
flag; they have joined the Communist Party 
organizationally, received college training 
and become so-called red experts. However, 
they are new poisonous weeds engendered 
by the old soil of capitalism. They have 
betrayed their own class, usurped Parly and 
state power, restored capitalism, become 
chieftains of the dictatorship of the bour­
geoisie over the proletariat, and accom­
plished what Hitler had tried to do but 
failed. Never should we forget this experi­
ence of history in which “the satellites went

dictatorship of the proletariat and its actual 
content. In The Class Struggles in France, 
1848-1850, Marx deals in more specific 
terms with this dictatorship of the proletariat 
as the necessary transit point to the abolition 
of class distinctions generally, to the aboli­
tion of all the relations of production on 
which they rest, to the abolition of all the 
social relationis that correspond to these 
relations of production, and to the revolu­
tionizing of all the ideas that result from 
these social relations. In all the four cases, 
Marx means all. Not a part, a greater part, or 
even the greatest part, but all! This is noth­
ing surprising, for only by emancipating all 
mankind can the proletariat achieve its own 
final emancipation. The only way to attain 
this goal is to exercise all-round dictatorship 
over the bourgeoisie and carry the continued 
revolution under the dictatorship of the pro­
letariat through to the end, until the above- 
mentioned four alls are banished from the 
earth so that it will be impossible for the 
bourgeoisie and all other exploiting classes 
to exist or for new ones to arise; we defi­
nitely must not call a halt along the path of 
the transition. In our view, only those who 
understand the matter this way can be 
deemed to have grasped the essence of 
Marx’s teaching on the state. Comrades, 
please think it over: If the matter is not 
understood in this way, if Marxism is lim­
ited, curtailed and distorted in theory and 
practice, if the dictatorship of the proletariat 
is turned into an empty phrase, or all-round 
dictatorship over the bourgeoisie is crippled 
by amputation and exercised only in some 
spheres but not in all, or only at a certain 
stage (for instance, before the transforma­
tion of the system of ownership) but not at 
all stages, or in other words, if not all of the 
“fortified villages" of the bourgeoisie are 
destroyed but some are left, allowing the 
bourgeoisie to expand again, doesn’t this 
mean preparing the conditions for bourgeois 
restoration? Doesn’t it mean turning the dic­
tatorship of the proletariat into a thing that 
protects the bourgeoisie, particularly the 
newly engendered bourgeoisie? All work­
ers, all poor and lower-middle peasants and 
other working people who refuse to be 
plunged back into suffering and woe, all 
communists who have dedicated their lives 
to the struggle for communism, and all com­
rades who do not want China to turn revi­
sionist, must firmly bear in mind this basic 
principle of Marxism: It is imperative to 
exercise all-round dictatorship over the 
bourgeoisie, and absolutely impermissible 
to give it up half-way. There arc undeniably 
some comrades among us who have joined 
the Communist Party organizationally but 
not ideologically. In their world outlook 
they have not yet over-stepped the bounds of 
small production and of the bourgeoisie. 
They do approve of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat at a certain stage and within a 
certain sphere and are pleased with certain 
victories of the proletariat, because they will 
bring them some gains; once they secured 
their gains, they feel it’s time to settle down 
and feather their cozy nests. As for exercis­
ing all-round dictatorship over the bour­
geoisie, as for going on after the first step on 
the 10,000 li long march, sorry, let others do 
the job; here is my slop and 1 must gel off 
the bus. We would like to offer a piece of 
advice to these comrades: it’s dangerous to 
stop hall-way! The bourgeoisie is beckoning 
to you. Catch up with the ranks and continue 
to advance!

up to the sky while the red flag fell to the 
ground,’’ especially not at this time when we 
are determined to build a powerful country.

We must be soberly aware that there is 
still a danger of China turning revisionist. 
This is not only because imperialism and 
social-imperialism will never give up 
aggression and subversion against us, not 
only because China’s old landlords and cap­
italists are still around and unreconciled to 
their defeat, but also because new bourgeois 
elements are being engendered daily and 
hourly, as Lenin put it. Some comrades 
argue that Lenin was referring to the situa­
tion before collectivization. This is obvi­
ously incorrect: Lenin’s remarks are not out 
of date at all. These comrades may look up 
Chairman Mao’s On the Correct Handling 
of Contradictions Among the People pub­
lished in 1957. There Chairman Mao shows 
by concrete analysis that after the basic vic­
tory in the socialist transformation of the 
system of ownership, which includes the 
achievement of agricultural co-operation, 
there still exist in China classes, class con­
tradictions and class struggle, and there still 
exist both harmony and contradiction 
between the relations of production and the 
productive forces and between the super­
structure and the economic base. Having 
summed up the new experience of the dicta­
torship of the proletariat after Lenin, 
Chairman Mao gave systematic answers to 
various questions arising after the change in 
the system of ownership, set forth the tasks 
and policies of the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat, and laid the theoretical basis for the 
Party’s basic line and for continuing the rev­
olution under the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat. Practice in the past 18 years, particu­
larly in the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution, has proved that the theory, line 
and policies advanced by Chairman Mao are 
entirely correct...

Historical experience shows us that 
whether the proletariat can triumph over the 
bourgeoisie and whether China will turn 
revisionist hinges on whether we can perse­
vere in exercising all-round dictatorship 
over the bourgeoisie in all spheres and at all 
stages of development of the revolution. 
What is all-around dictatorship over the 
bourgeoisie? The most succinct generaliza­
tion is found in a passage from a letter Marx 
wrote in 1852 to J. Weydemeyer, which we 
are all studying. Marx said, “...no credit is 
due to me for discovering the existence of 
classes in modern society, nor yet the 
struggle between them, Long before me 
bourgeois historians had described the 
historical development of this struggle of 
the classes, and bourgeois economists the 
economic anatomy of the classes. What I 
did that was new was to prove: 1) that the 
existence of classes is only bound up with 
particular historical phases in the develop­
ment of production; 2) that the class 
struggle necessarily leads to the dictator­
ship of the proletariat; 3) that this dicta­
torship itself only constitutes the transi­
tion to the abolition of all classes and to a 
classless society.” In this splendid observa­
tion, Lenin said, Marx succeeded in 
expressing with striking clarity the chief and 
radical difference between his theory on the 
state and that of the bourgeoisie, and the 
essence of his leaching on the stale. Here il 
should be noted that Marx divided the sen­
tence on the dictatorship of the proletariat 
into three points, which are interrelated and 
cannot be cut apart. It is impermissible to 
accept only one of the three points while 
rejecting the other two. For the sentence 
gives complete expression to the entire 
process of the inception, development and 
withering away of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and covers the whole task of the

by Zhang Chunqiao*

"On Exercising All-Round
Dictatorship Over the Bourgeoisie"
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Name Names or Go to Jail
by Osage Bell

Princeton Students
JJHoid 384-Hour “Flbuster Protest

April 26 and
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Princeton 
students 
protest at the 
Capitol 
Reflecting Pool, 
Washington, 
D.C.

I
I
1
1

Stanford. Princeton students say that they 
plan to continue the protest—starting on 
May 14, they will be out in front of the Frist 
Campus Center again for a “cellular fili­
buster”—urging people to call senators to 
oppose the elimination of the filibuster. 
Information about the filibuster protest by 
Princeton students and others is available 
online at FilibusterFrist.com.

if! ■ ‘ m

ping, and doing their own forms of filibus­
tering. The protest was covered by CNN, 
MSNBC, the New York Times, the 
Guardian of London, the AP news wire, 
and other media.

Students at campuses across the country 
have followed the example of the Princeton 
students—including Harvard, Wellesley, 
Cornell, Dickinson, Boston College, 
Boston University, Northeastern, Tufts, 
Yale, Carleton, Howard, U.C. Berkeley, and

book through middle of the Bs, several arti­
cles and editorials on ‘Justice Sunday,’ 
some environmental quality articles, chil­
dren’s books, as well as some lighter 
moments of ad-libbing.”

Among the participants in the filibuster 
protest were various politicians and profes­
sors (including Nobel Prize recipients). The 
students set up a “live blog” of the protest 
as well as a webcam with a live video 
stream of people speaking, reading, rap-

if 1 *.
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l^^cmcmber back when the President of 
L^the United Slates went on TV in 
u H front of a global audience and know­
ingly lied that “Saddam Hussein recently 
sought significant quantities of uranium 
from Africa”?

Well, according to the New Yorker maga­
zine, about a year before his speech, the 
CIA had sent retired Foreign Service 
Officer, Joseph C. Wilson to Niger to assess 
the reliability of the uranium rumor. Wilson

had served Bush Senior as charge d'affaires 
in Baghdad and as Ambassador to Gabon, 
and President Clinton as the National 
Security Council's Africa specialist.

What Wilson found out cast serious 
doubt on the “truth” of the rumor.

Then, after the United States went to 
war, Wilson wrote a bold op-ed piece for 
the New York Tinies, concluding that “some 
of the intelligence related to Iraq’s nuclear 
weapons program was twisted to exagger­
ate the Iraqi threat."

Shortly after this piece was published, 
columnist Robert Novak, who cited uniden­
tified senior Bush administration officials,, 
outed Wilson’s wife, Valerie Plame, as a 
covert CIA officer. Novak was apparently 
trying to discredit Wilson. It is widely 
believed that this "outing” was a move by 
Bush operatives to punish Wilson for dis­
crediting the administration.

Then Cooper, Time's While House corre­
spondent. wrote that “some government 
officials have noted to Time in interviews 
(as well as to syndicated columnist Robert 
Novak) thal’Wilson’s wife, Valerie Plame, 
is a CIA official who monitors the prolifer­
ation of weapons of mass destruction.”

The irony here is that Novak has not been 
charged while Cooper has. And Miller, who 
never wrote a piece on all this, has also 
been charged. A federal judge held the 
reporters in contempt last fall, and an 
appeals court rejected their argument that 
the First Amendment shielded them from 
revealing their sources.

leaves the journalists with one final appeal.
It is now up to the Supreme Court to 

decide to hear the case.
Chicago U.S. Attorney Patrick J. Fitz­

gerald, who was appointed special prosecu­
tor to determine whether a government offi­
cial knowingly leaked Plame’s name, has 
outraged the media and press advocates by 
aggressively seeking testimony from 
reporters. He has subpoenaed everyone 
from Cooper and Miller to President Bush 
himself.

Cooper and Miller, citing common law, 
and what they saw as the First Amendment 
privilege of confidentiality, declined to 
name their sources. A federal judge found 
them in contempt and ordered that they be 
imprisoned for up to eighteen months, a 
directive that has since been upheld twice.

Now all that stands between jail and the 
two reporters is the Supreme Court, or a 
sudden bout of prosecutorial discretion.

Reporters Without Borders, an organiza­
tion which fights against political suppres­
sion of reporters around the world, has said, 
“Sending these two reporters to prison 
because they refused to name their contacts 
is both a serious infringement on the prac­
tice of the journalistic profession and a vio­
lation of press freedom. It is imperative that 
the supreme court should accept the case 
and recognize the right of journalists to pro­
tect the identity of their sources, without 
which they cannot work.”

Apparently, while most of the slates rec­
ognize this right of journalists, there is no 
federal law protecting it.

front page of the New York Times. She has 
been a relentless cheerleader for what Bush 
has been doing around the world. But even 
that hasn’t saved her from being eaten up.

Some readers—who have been furious 
over the lies perpetrated by journalists like 
Miller—might say it’s just a case of chick­
ens coming home to roost for Judith.

But being a broad-minded communist 
girl, I think we should demand that the gov­
ernment back off this legal lynching of 
these journalists.

Think about Watergate, the torture at Abu 
Ghraib, etc., etc. One has to wonder if these 
stories ever would have been told if jour­
nalists didn’t have the right to not name 
names.

In the last few decades, the media has 
played less and less this 
investigative/exposing role. Further reduc­
ing a journalist’s ability to get secret infor­
mation. or speak to “pcople-in-lhe-know” 
without exposing them, will only buttress 
those who want to silence the media even 
more. And this will affect all the media— 
from mainstream to independent.

Considering how the Bush administra­
tion is infamous for being the most secre­
tive in history, and their accelerating ram­
page on the world, the potential damage of 
a ruling against these two journalists is 
quite immeasurable. One can imagine the 
immensity of crimes that would go unre­
ported and hidden. So many already do 
now.

After all. this whole thing started when 
the President of the United States was 
caught lying—big time—leading to the 
deaths of more than 100,000 people in Iraq 
and turning hundreds of thousands of U.S. 
soldiers into murderers and occupiers—and 
he has not been charged with anything!

Government to Journalists:

!TA Z^ost recently, the full federal 
PA//■ appeals court in Washington 

Ll \J u declined to reconsider a unani­
mous decision of a three-judge panel of the 
court who sided against the journalists. This

/TA nother irony here is that Judith Miller 
// ^defended the Iraq war up and down, 
Z/^ueagerly promoting the lie that Iraq 
had weapons of mass destruction on the

^^ight now, a very important case is in 
Sarfiront ot the Supreme Court that 
I ■ could determine whether or not jour­
nalists can be jailed for not revealing their 
sources.

Two journalists, Judith Miller from the 
New York Times and Matthew Cooper of 
Time magazine, are facing up to 18 months 
in jail for refusing to testify before a grand 
jury as pan of an investigation into who 
divulged the name of a covert CIA officer. 
Disclosure of an undercover intelligence 
officer’s identity can be a federal crime.

The ability of a journalist in this soicety 
to guarantee someone confidentiality, 
promising to keep their identity safe, is 
integral to being able to tell the truth while 
not endangering someone's job. or even 
their life. This is, after all, America, where 
people do face recrimination for telling the 
truth.

This case involves the question of 
whether or not journalists will be able to 
write scathing, exposure-laden pieces 
about, say, the Bush administration, while 
protecting the sources who give them the 
dirt.

^■^n May 12, students at Princeton 
(University concluded a 384-hour 

protest against the "nuclear 
option”—the elimination of the Senate fili­
buster being pushed by Senate leader Bill 
Frist (a member of Princeton’s class of 
1974) and olher Republicans. Taking the 
form of non-stop speak-outs (or “filibuster­
ing”), the protest began on April 26 and 
spread to other campuses.

The Princeton students held the mock 
filibuster for over 350 hours in front of the 
Frist Campus Center, a campus building 
funded by Frist and his family and then 
carried out the last 26 hours of the protest 
in front of the Capitol Reflecting Pool in 
Washington, D.C.. joined by students from 
Georgetown. Howard, Trinity, George 
Washington, and American Universities.

Filibusters are a way that small groups ol 
legislators have historically blocked laws 
that they strongly opposed. Now. a huge 
fight is brewing over the approval of new 
judges appointed by Bush. Tie 
Republicans are pushing to do away with 
the filibuster so that any ultra-reactionary 
monster in robes can get quickly approved 
without real challenges. This is the opening 
skirmish of an even bigger lightl overI 
next Supreme Court nominees. Ultimately 
this is a light over what the whole legal 
framework of lhe United States wi 
and it will have a deep impact on cultu 

an^^i^^,hirddayo;t,]e 
fifibus.fr protest, die Princeton students 
said: "Speakers have continuedoui»,d 
despite rain, drunken heck ng a nd 
attempts by campus sccunty a.d >«• 
borough police lo shut down the p>tu .

"Protesters have read from toga 
of the judicial nominees, poetry (Robert

1 1 ■ ' N
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by Luciente Zamora

Border Patrol vehicle passes by Minuteman Project vigilantes camped near the border at Douglas, Arizona.
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Border Vigilantes:
Praised by the Terminator

Throughout the entire month of April, 
several hundred retired border patrol 
agents. ex-Marines. former corrections offi­
cers. neo-Nazis, white separatists, and oth­
ers answered a call from the “Minuteman 
Project” to protect the “homeland” from 
“the invasion of illegal aliens.” The 
Minutemen vigilantes patrolled a 23-mile 
stretch of the Arizona/Mexico border.

In the week after the month-long 
Minuteman Project ended, California Gov­
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger commended 
these vigilantes on a right-wing radio sta­
tion, KFI AM. He said, “1 think they've 
done a terrific job... They've cut down the 
crossing of illegal immigrants a huge per­
centage. So it just shows that it works when 
you go and make an effort and when you 
work hard. It’s a doable thing.”

What does it say about the times we are 
living in when the governor of the largest 
state in the U.S. (and a state with a huge 
immigrant population) openly praises vigi­
lantes who hunt down immigrants and says 
that these Minutemen—many of whom are 
neo-Nazis and white separatists—are 
“exemplar}' citizens”? Isn’t it similar to 
how Hitler praised his stormtroopers for 
beating and murdering Jewish people?

Schwarzenegger also condemned human 
rights groups who set up water stations in 
the desert to help immigrants crossing the 
dangerous terrain. He said, “What we’re 
doing basically is, by not really securing 
the borders, we're saying: ‘Look, here are 
the various water stations. Here are the 
places where you can cross the borders. 
Here is where we’re going to help you.' The 
whole system is set up to really invite peo­
ple to come in here illegally, and that has to 
stop.”

Again, this is reminiscent of Nazi 
Germany, when Hitler persecuted those 
who helped the Jews. Schwarzenegger not 
only reveals his cruel inhumanity—he is 
also setting these people up as targets for 
legal action as well as targets of the vigi­
lantes.

What kind of a depraved monster would 
say such things about immigrants who are 
desperately trying to cross the border in 
search of means of livelihood, and people 
who are trying to do'what they can to help 
prevent poor people from losing their lives? 
Schwarzenegger’s cold-blooded words 
stem from the outlook of the class he repre­
sents. To him and those who rule this soci­
ety, undocumented immigrants and people 
who try to help them are “criminals”— 
while vigilantes and Migra agents who hunt 
down the immigrants are “heroes.”

Schwarzenegger’s support of 
Minutemen is another indication that these 
human hunters are getting backing from 
powerful sections of the ruling class. Colo­
rado Republican Congressman Tom Tan­

volunteer pilots to patrol from the air. They 
are set to begin training sessions this June 
and plan to dispatch patrols in August to the 
mountainous and beach regions in San 
Diego.

The group is headed by Andy Ramirez, 
the former executive director of the Save 
Our State initiative (S.O.S.). In 1994 S.O.S. 
pul Proposition 187—a measure making it 
illegal to provide undocumented immi­
grants education, health services, and other 
social services—on the California ballot. 
There was massive opposition to the propo­
sition. which passed but was later over­
turned in the courts. However, the reac­
tionary movement behind Prop 187 did not 
go away—in fact, it has gained even more 
force.

Ramirez, whose grandfather was a 
Mexican immigrant, says the government is 
not doing enough to “protect the home­
land.” He wants the Border Patrol and the 
U.S. military to basically seal the border— 
and in the meantime, he says the mission of 
Friends of the Border Patrol is to get “ordi­
nary citizens” to do the job the government 
isn’t doing.

Ramirez also calls for intensified repres­
sion against immigrants beyond the border 
area: “Let the U.S. Border Patrol and U.S. 
military patrol our borders, and resume 
sweeps for those who have illegally entered 
the U.S.”

Hundreds protest 
the anti-immigrant 
S.O.S. in Baldwin 
Park, Los Angeles,

Travis Morales of the Revolutionary 
Communist Party, San Francisco Bay Area, 
points out, “People need to stare at this 
straight in the face. In Arizona, for several 
years, the Border Patrol has been cooperat­
ing with vigilantes who hunt down immi­
grants crossing the border to survive. Now 
this has gone much further with the deploy­
ment of the armed Minutemen. The gover­
nor of the largest slate gives his approval 
and invites them to patrol the border while 
Congresspeople promote them as a success.

“While Bush and company are pushing 
to institute a right-wing Christian funda­
mentalist theocracy, armed fascists are 
being unleashed at the border with high- 
level backing and support as part of the 
overall fascist program. Sections of the rul­
ing class are politically and organization­
ally mobilizing armed fascist stormtroopers 
and training them to go after immigrants 
and others seen as threats to ‘national secu­
rity.’

“These latest moves remind me of what 
Chairman Avakian discusses in the article 
‘The Coming Civil War and Repolarization 
for Revolution in the Present Era.’ In it he 
refers to Newt Gingrich talking about how 
never has the country been so divided as it 
is now since the 1840s and 1850s in the 
period before the Civil War. In other places 
Avakian also discusses Pat Buchanan’s 
worry, coining from a reactionary point of 
view, that deep cultural and social divisions 
are tearing the U.S. apart. The Minutemen 
and other fascist thugs are one part of the 
solution to this dilemma—outright brutal 
suppression of opponents and those seen as 
problems for the ruling class.

“If the legitimacy of armed fascist thugs 
is established and they arc allowed to hunt 
and attack immigrant without intense and 
determined opposition that knocks them 
back on their heels, this will be further hor­
ror heaped upon the millions of immigrants 
driven from their home countries by U.S. 
domination. And does anyone think this 
will slop here? Given the moves toward 
Christian fascist theocracy, this will be just 
the beginning. This is not the future. This is 
now.”

These fascist groups need to be hit hard 
politically. They cannot be allowed to gain 
the upper hand and establish themselves as 
the “new normalcy." People need to figure 
out the ways to take on these American* 
stylc stormtroopers.

Think about what happened when Hitler 
and the Nazis were not slopped. Think 
about what will happen if the fascist tide 
we're conf ronted with today is not stopped.

credo recently invited Jim Gilchrist and 
Chris Simcox—founders of the Minuteman 
Project—to Washington, DC, to attend a 
Congressional “Immigration Reform 
Caucus,” which hailed the Project as a suc­
cess.

Simcox and Gilchrist have said that the 
response to the Minuteman Project has 
been so great that they are planning to 
embark upon a national fundraising cam­
paign to spread Minuteman chapters across 
the country—especially border states like 
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and 
California—to patrol the border and to 
protest businesses that hire undocumented 
workers.

Immigrants have been under attack and 
even killed at the hands of vigilantes and 
ranchers along the border for years. But 
there is a new momentum to what Simcox 
described as “a civil defense type move­
ment in the absence of a government which 
can meet the basic needs of citizens”—in 
other words, a fascist “grassroots” move­
ment.

In California, the Border Watch—a pro­
ject launched by a group calling itself the 
Friends of the Border Patrol—is organizing 
on a “grassroots” level to patrol the San 
Diego/Mcxico border this summer. Border 
Watch is signing up police officers, ex-mil­
itary personnel, Minutemen, and other vig­
ilante forces. They are also trying to enlist
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After the Sea Stood Up
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is a very Buddhist area and it is 
disrespectful to dig up bodies 
again, and people were all very 
upset.

“We arc just wondering what 
is going to happen to the bodies.
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They actually have to be moved 
to another spot. But if they are 
gonna do it, they better do it 
quick because they only have a 
few weeks. That ocean is going 
to come through there, and that 
can lead to a whole bag of other 
problems—disease and contami­
nated water.”

Back inside the village clinic, 
Alison set about closing down 
shop for the day. All along one of 
the makeshift walls the staff had 
hung a scries of children’s 
crayon drawings about the 
tsunami. They were incredibly 
moving and impossible to look at 
without tearing up.

Alison sighed as she talked 
about one of the hardest things 
she had to do that day. "A lady 
came to me and she was crying 
and crying. She was a lovely 
lady, and she lost her daughter. 
She came to me and said that she 
knows that I have seen all the 
bodies and that I have been walk­
ing back there and finding bod­
ies. She said that she had seen 
thousands and she said she saw 
everybody looking for her daugh­
ter. She asked if I remembered 
one with a denim skirt and she 
described what the child was 
wearing. What do you say? I 
tried to reassure her and told her
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just too shallow. A few months 
ago Interpol came through, the 
Germans and the British, and 
they dug all the bodies up with 
bulldozers, looking for 
Europeans, to identify them. This
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to think that maybe that day a 
beautiful dolphin took her daugh­
ter away and now she’s in a 
beautiful place. But she is 
obsessed with trying to find the 
body. And I understand that cuz I 
was at the World Trade Center 
when it came down and I col­
lected about 67 bags of bodies 
and body parts. I went through a 
year working down there and all 
the relatives were trying to find 
their relatives and sometimes 
they would only find a finger. 
One day we found a heart sitting 
on a piece of metal, somebody’s 
heart. And people were so happy 
just to get one little thing back, 
just for closure. But 1 don’t 
remember...when I find the bod­
ies these days, even though the 
organs are all still intact, the 
skull is unrecognizable. So I 
can’t tell if it’s her daughter or 
not out there. What do you say to 
them?”

Alison’s question haunted me 
for quite some time. It was a 
question that would be asked 
time and lime again as we pulled 
out of Galle and made our way 
east and north—to Ampara, 
Batticaloa, and Trincomalee—the 
places hardest hit by the tsunami.

J ■

California:
Los Angeles: c/o Libras Revolucion, 312 W. Sth Street. Los Angeles CA 90014 

213/488-1303
Berkeley: c/o Revolution Books, 2425C Channing Way, Berkeley, CA 94704 

510/848-1196
Georgia: c/o Revolution Books Outlet, RO. Box 5333. Atlanta. GA 31107 

404/577-4656
Hawaii: c/o Revolution Books. 2626 South King Street, Honolulu. HI 96826

808/944-3106. (Send mail to, RO. Box 11228. Honolulu, HI 96828)
Illinois: c/o Revolution Books. 1103 N Ashland, Chicago, IL 60622

773/489-0930
Massachusetts: c/o Revolution Books, 1156 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge,

MA 02138 617/492-5443
Michigan: c/o Revolution Books Outlet, 406 West Willis, Detroit, Ml 48201 

313/833-7310 (Send mail to: RO. Box 0083, Detroit. Ml 48231)
New York & New Jersey: c/o Revolution Books-NYC. 9 West 19th St., NY. NY 10011

212/691-3345: FAX 212/645-1952
Ohio: c/o Revolution Books, 2804 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216/932-2543
Oregon: RO. Box 3821. Portland. OR 97208
Pennsylvania: Revolutionary Worker, RO. Box 44024, Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215/552-8584
Texas: RO. Box 230112. Houston. TX 77223 713/6844701
Washington State: c/o Revolution Books, 1833 Nagle PL, Seattle, WA 98122 

206/325-7415

Continued from page 7 
beach and it’s only about two 
feet deep and there are 2,500 
bodies. And there are about 60 
bodies over there at that spot. It’s
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BOB AVAKIAN is a creative and wide-ranging thinker 
who maintains a profound sense of the actual struggles, 
trends and sentiments among the masses, the movements 
of opposition, and society broadly. And, he is the leader of 
the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA, which is serious­
ly setting its sight on the seizure of power right within the 
U.S. itself, and the revolutionary transformation of society 
as part of the world proletarian revolution. He will take 
you on a journey that can change your life.

“In times li 
clear voice

an historic 
video. This talk

sharp analysis and deep ble. Full of heart and soul, humor and seriousness, it will
understanding, going up challenge you and set your heart and mind to flight,
against the tide of injustice & / / a
and oppression. Of crucial 
importance is the fearless 
opposition to the rise of the 
Christian right and its 
pernicious effect on the 
political and cultural life in 
this country. While you 
might not agree with 
everything he says, he will 
challenge you with his 
insights and a clarion call to 
what must be done. ”
[Reverend Earl Kooperkamp, Pastor, 
St. Marys Church, Harlem, NYC]
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