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The Voyage of the s
Space Shuﬂle Dlscovery, Or. s

Saddlmg-Up
.For Star WCII'S

It was Christmas week and the papers
were full of the upcoming, early January
talks between George Shultz and Andrei
Gromyko.

‘Much of the talk centered on the U.S.
Star Wars program. ..the Americans
had already delayed a test of an antisatel-
lite weapon until spring — was it a sign of
““flexibility’’ on the issue?

In a visit to London, Soviet second-in-
command Mikhail S. Gorbachev did his
best to train yet more attention on Star
Wars — which the Soviets certainly see as
a grave strategic problem for rheir war
preparations — by telling the British For-
eign Secretary that *‘it is especially impor-
tant to avert the transfer of the arms race
to outer space.”

This atmosphere was far too peacey for
_—the U.S. bourgeoisie.

Star Wars has becomea prime goal and
symbol of the Reagan war build-up, as
were the Euromissiles last year, and as the
MX has been for some time. And so —
back off? On some of the most lethal
weaponry yet? Not-en your life.

Secrecy Clampdown

pushing on the issue in Great Britain, the
U.S. Defense Department made a loud
public announcement of a launch of the
shuttle craft Discovery, scheduled for

“January 23, with a military cargo. The

government wasn’t saying what was in
the cargo bay, stated Air Force Brig.
Gen. Richard Abel, and no one should
try to find out, either. None of the usual
NASA publicity kits would be given out,
the exact launch time would not be an-
nounced. Even speculation about the
shuttle contents would prompt a govern-
ment investigation, Abel warned. It was,
as AP chief Walter Mears was to say
later, ‘‘almost a dare’” — and, we might
add, a grand publicity stunt.

For the security clampdown was more
than a little ridiculous, on its face. Details
on at least some of the shuttle’s contents
had been appearing in various places for
weeks; when the Washington Post took
up the dare and ““broke’’ the story a cou-
ple of days later, it said nothing that
everyone didn’t already know, mostly
from the government itself. . .but that’s
another part of the story.

At the moment, the administration had
gained its first objective, that of making
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damn well sure that the whole world, and
the Soviets in particular, understood that
the U.S. was going ahead with its plans
for war in the heavens, come hell, high
water, or, for horror’s sake, arms-control
talks. Abel underlined the message with
his statement that the military shuttle
flight would be treated “‘as we do the de-
ployment of air, land, and sea forces."’

The Pentagon followed the shuttle
publicity hype on Tuesday by publicly
awarding ten study contracts for research
on Star Wars. On Wednesday, Caspar
Weinberger told those gathered at the
Foreign Press Center that in the future
the U.S. would ‘‘depend on a space-
based defense system,’’ Pentagonese for
Star Wars. :

Tension at Viadivostok

At the same time, still another belliger-
ent U.S. action made the papers. It was
revealed that the week before, two Amer-
ican aircraft carriers, maneuvering in the
Sea of Japan, had pressed unusually close
to the sensitive Soviet bases around Vlad-
ivostok. The Soviets answered with a
mobilization of over a hundred jet fight-
ers, bombers, and reconnaissance planes
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in what one U.S. official said was ‘‘the
most vigorous Soviet reaction’’ to a U.S.
military movement since World War 2.
Soviet MIGs flew very close to U.S. Navy
F-14 fighters from the carriers, in a ser-
ious warning.

Japanese newspapers said that the U.S.
carriers had come within fifty miles of
Vladivostok, but U.S. officials admitted
they had come much closer than that. The
international boundary of international
waters is twelve miles. Vladivostok is
headquarters for the Soviet Far East
Command, and center of a string of
Soviet military installations. It was in this
area last August that the Soviets ordered
an ominous alert after Reagan’s ‘‘joke’’
about bombing the Soviet Union.

In short, the U.S. imperialists had
found a way to put to rest what they con-
sider to be all that drivel about peace.
Yes, Shultz will meet with Gromyko in a
couple of weeks, and that might even lead
to new arms talks, but this has been putin
its proper perspective by the imperialists:
it is part of the duel between the opposing
war blocs and nothing else. The message
is out to loyal Americans, and allies, that

Continued on page 4

The very day that Gorbachev was
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US. Imperidlism’s High Points
For Hypocrisy

® In 1983 six thousand U.S. troops invade Grenada. The island, we are told, was being turned into a
military outpost for the Soviets, and the clearest proof of this was the modernization of the country’s
airport, specifically the lengthening of a runway. The Bishop government'’s retort that the airport pro-
gram would stimulate tourism is dismissed as patently absurd. In 1984, with U.S. military forces still oc-
cupying the country, the U.S. government announces plans to continue with the modernization program
and runway extension — to stimulate tourism, of course.

® Vice-President Bush, during his debate with Geraldine Ferraro, says that the difference between
human rights in El Salvador and Nicaragua was like the difference between “night and day.” He points
to the humiliation of the Catholic church and censorship in Nicaragua. In Nicaragua, it is estimated
that two hundred people have been killed by the government over the last five years; in El Salvador,
over 40,000 civilians have been murdered by right-wing death squads and government security forces.
In Nicaragua, pressure has been put on the Catholic church; in El Salvador, the Archbishop was
murdered in his cathedral. In Nicaragua, the government censors the one opposition paper; in El
Salvador, there are no opposition papers. (One of the two that did exist closed after its editor was kid-
napped and his macheted body found.)

® The U.S. press gives sensationalistic coverage to raids directed against underground Solidarity
members in Poland. In one week alone in November, massive round-ups of those suspected of political
crimes were launched in South Africa and Chile.

® The U.S. imperialists charge that Andrei Sakharov is being denied the best medical treatment
because the Soviet government won't let him go to the West. Only a few weeks after the Union Carbide
poisoning in India, the New York Times carries a front-page story saying there is no reason to worry
about any adverse long-term medical effects of this, the worst industrial disaster in human history.

@ The U.S. announces the start of “meaningful” arms negotiations with the Soviets. In the same
week, it announces that the latest space shuttle flight is so militarily important that it will be the first
such mission to be kept secret.

® The FBI formulates a definition of terrorism and indicates stepped up activity against organized
terrorist activity. This new definition of terrorism inc/udes the “lone man” who barricaded himself in
the Washington Monument and threatened to blow himself up if nothing was done to control the arms
race, and excludes various groups which have taken credit for bombing abortion centers throughout
the U.S.
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Star Wars

Continued from page |

only arm-twisting the Soviets will bring
results for the West at the bargaining
table. (Following this twisted logic to its
very end, when newspapers eventually re-
ported that a spy satellite was to be part of
the military cargo of the shuttle, this was
described as aiding arms-control verifica-
tion!) Meanwhile — and mainly — get
ready for the worst! This is the old propa-
ganda of peace-through-strength, with
the “‘peace’’ part rapidly fading out.

That Naughty Washington Post

A great debate has swirled since the
shuttle announcement. Not over the right
of the U.S. to flaunt its most powerful
ships straight at the Soviets, still less over
whether an atmosphere of vicious war-

fever should be whipped up to greet the
new presidential term. No, all this is fine
with liberals and conservatives alike.
Rather it is: did the media blow any se-
crets to the Soviets by running some ma-

. terial about the military payload?

Singled out by the administration was
none other than the Washington Post,
the unofficial bulletin board of the bour-
geois state apparatus. On Wednesday,
the Post was the first to state that the
Discovery payload would include a
Signal Intelligence, or Sigint, satellite, a
spy craft designed to intercept Soviet
communications and relay them to U.S.-
manned receiving stations on earth. Gov-
ernment officials claimed to be furious at
the Post, implying that the paper had
turned traitor (Caspar Weinberger accus-
ed the Post of “‘giving aid and comfort to
the enemy’’).

A chorus of liberal critics responded

with truth, that this was silly. The Penta-
gon itself was undoubtedly the source of
leaks about the military cargo, parts of
which had reached the pages of Aviation
News and Space Technology, U.S. News
and World Report, and had been aired on
CBS. The leaks may have been prompted
by the Air Force, which is said to have
wanted publicity on the flight. It seems
that a previous shuttle launch had failed
in tests of a new booster engine needed to
put the Sigint craft into the high geosyn-
chronous orbit for which it is designed.
The Air Force may have wanted to spot-
light the January launch in order to prove
the worth of its booster engine. And cer-
tainly, the overall purpose of Monday’s
security announcement was to call atten-
tion to the military nature of the flight.
So at least on the surface, Weinber-
ger’s charges are transparently false and
manipulative. The government wanted

A Counterforce Christras

Don't look for your old-fashioned
peace-on-earth-good-will-towards-men Ch
istmas cards this year. They’ve been all
but obliterated by the greeting card com-
panies in a sweeping new targeting
strategy for the Christmas card market-
place.

“The peace theme doesn’t have ithe
same impact this year as it did in'the '60s
and ’70s,”’ one spokesman for Hallmark
explained. e ‘

Sure enough, a computer inventory of
2,425 Hallmark Christmas designs this
year shows exactly three featuring the
word peace. Only the United Nations
UNICEEF agency is offering a complete
line of peace cards.

In place of the subversive word,
Hallmark says it has stressed *‘high-tech”’
cards — those that ‘‘make rude noises
and smell like pine trees.”’ In content, as
an article in the Washington Post describ-
ed, ‘‘instead of world wishes, cards this
year have retreated into the haven of
home,” inspired, the paper says, by the
official Reagan card showing an
American flag and a snowy White House
silhouetted in front of a glowing pink sky.

Then for the final touch of violent
bully-boy Americanism, we can look to
the Hallmark LITE line. One big seller
shows a belligerent Santa Claus, hung
with gold bracelets and brass knuckles,
just like in the TV show, and displaying
the words, “‘I pity the fool who doesn’t
believe in Mr. C."”

Welcome to nuclear winter in America,
1984. 0

all the attention to its cargo it could get.
But that isn’t all to the story, because
underneath the surface of this orchestrat-
ed debate lie some real issues, frictions
among fellow imperialists that are deadly
serious and a real sign of the times. For
one thing, though military security is not
a real issue in this case, in general the im-
perialists see a clear need to tighten up the

" mechanisms of media coverage of war-

related news, and the administration has
been pushing on this for some time. In-
deed this will need to happen very rapidly
when normal times change to wartime in
the near future. By what means this is to
occur is not now clear, but it is evident
that an atmosphere is being created for
more efficient management — censor-
ship — of the war news.

(Interestingly, the Post’s answer to
Weinberger protested that the Pentagon
had got it all wrong; that the paper wasn’t
contacted by the Pentagon with a request
to suppress the story, as were the AP and
others, but it did censor some of the de-
tails on its own. What a difference be-
tween this and the closed space program
of the totalitarian East!)

Second, and perhaps more significant-
ly, the Post *‘leak’’ may have been in-
tended as a dig at the administration’s
Christmas Star Wars offensive of the last
week, by way of gentlemanly protest of
the ground rules. The Post, along with
others in the bourgeoisie, including a host

Continued on page 5
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If the rulers of this country can prepare for a global war of conquest against
their Soviet rivals, a conflagration which has the potential to extinguish
human life on this planet, then why cannot those who understand this fact
and who aspire to a higher form of society prepare to overthrow these rulers
before they embark on this monstrous enterprise? This is the profound
challenge posed by Bob Avakian in his latest and most important work to
date, A Horrible Ena, or An End fo the Horror?

Avakian surveys the contemporary Social and political terrain fo reveal how
and under what circumstances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yet
what makes this such a compelling study is not merely its insights into
revolutionary strategy but its insistence that these issues be viewed in the
larger setting of the historical advance toward, and the problems attendant to,
the achievement of socialism and communism.

the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

IF THERE’S

GOING TO BE
A CHANCE

T0 MAKE

" REVOLUTION
AND PREVENT
WORLD WAR,
THIS BOOK
SAYS HOW.

Avakian casts his analytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of
the 1960s, the recent assaults on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory
and experience, the ensfaving essence of modern democracy, the role of
dissent in sacialist sociely, the centrality of the woman question to the
revolutionary process, and the ideological roots of accommodationism and
capitulationism within the revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian
articulates a Marxism for which revolution cannot be a halfway affair.

A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror? is not airy speculation but a lucid
and riveting assessment of the problems, lasks, and opportunities that this
critical historical period presents to revolutionary-minded people. It may be
objected to but can no more be ignored than can the imperialists’ plans for
nuclear war: the world situation is just that acute and the approaching
possibilities for the revolutionary Seizure of power are just that real.




