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~ The Fire and
he Fire Below

‘“‘Pemex Murderer!” exclaimed a de-
fiant message painted in red letters across
one wall. ‘Pemex out,” demanded
another.”

This, in part, is how the L.A. Times
described the scene in San Juan Ix-
huatepec — San Juanico as it is called —
in its November 27 issue, one week to the
day after it first reported the fiery blast
which devastated the neighborhood when
the Pemex natural gas plant adjacent to it
exploded.

The anger is boiling to the surface —
and not just among the residents of San
Juanico, the working-class suburb just
north of Mexico City — and with it more
facts are coming to the surface, facts
which form a glaring indictment of the

murdering hand behind the massive
devastation wrought on San Juan Ix-
huatepec. And the hands behind this
murderous inferno are not just those of
Pemex, the state-owned oil corporation
of Mexico, nor of just the neocolonial
Mexican state as a whole. It is rather a
crime of the imperialist system which
dominates Mexico, and of which Pemex
is only one link in a chain.

“We don’t want another November
19,” declares a banner which hangs
above the main street in San Juan Ix-
huatepec, and for the residents thisis not
merely a rhetorical statement. Six private
gas distribution companies, whose
facilities are adjacent to what remains of

Continued on page 12
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Decisive
Round
in

Battle

fo

Free

Salvadoran
Revolulionaries

As we go to press, the El Salvador Tour
legal defense committee is preparing for
the opening of a major battle to stop the
deportations of two Salvadoran revolu-
tionaries, David Mendez and Emilio
Henriquez, and to demand their political
asylum. On Monday, December 3 at I
p.m., the INS has scheduled the reopen-
ing of the deportation hearing against the
two Salvadorans. As RW readers will
recall, these two toured the U.S. in late
1981/early 1982, speaking to thousands
about their firsthand experience in El
Salvador. They spoke out against all im-
perialism in El Salvador, putting to lie the
U.S.-spread myth that revolution can on-
ly mean Soviet domination. The U.S.
government has gone after these two with
avengeance and has even greater necessi-
ty to silence them today, given the recent
escalation of U.S. acts of aggression and
intimidation in Central America.

The following are excerpts from a
Flash Trial Bulletin just issued nationally

- by the Salvadorans’ legal defense com-

mittee. The bulletin underscores the gear-
ing up of the state’s railroad apparatus
and the urgency of broad and immediate
response:

... Already two motions for continuance
of the upcoming deportation hearing
made recently by the defense have been
flatly denied. These motions were based
on two important points: first, that the
deportation hearings should be delayed
until afrer the trial of the Salvadorans’
civil suit against the INS, which is set for
January 22, Their suit challenges the
government’s right to have initiated

deportation proceedings in the first place,_

since the 1wo Salvadorans had applied for
political asylum before embarking on
their speaking tour. These first claims
have been callously and unceremoniously
ignored. Their suit charges discrimina-
tory law enforcement and demands the
current deportation proceedings be
stopped and their original asylum claim
heard.

Second, the defense motion for a con-
tinuance for more time to adequately
prepare their (second) asylum case. Ex-
tensive work needs to be done to raise
funds for legal work and documentation
needed, and to bring witnesses forward
on their behalf. In swiftly denying both
motions, the immigration judge-and a
trial attorney with INS both voiced their
opinions that ‘‘these asylum cases
shouldn’t take long.”’” Remarks were
made by the trial attorney especially,
berating attorneys who bring in witnesses
for their- clients! In other words,
witnesses would only prolong and further
expose the fact that the decisions regard-
ing political asylum for Salvadorans have

already been made elsewhere. Refugees
from Soviet-dominated countries are
welcomed with great fanfare. For
refugees from U.S.-dominated countries
like El Salvador, the INS speeds up the
railroads, denies asylum and moves on to
deportations to their deaths, as fast as
possible.

...The defense is gearing up for
presenting as fullscale an asylum hearing
as possible, if a third continuance to stop
this railroad is again denied. The strategy
of the Salvadorans and their counsel is to
turn the courtroom of INS Judge George
Indelicato from a chamber for the meting

~out of hidden and systematic terror

against immigrants, into an arena of ex-
posure. Expert witnesses along with
many others will be called to testify. In
dozens of additional ways, not only the
validity of Emilio and David’s claims will
be made clear, but the role of the U.S. in
El Salvador will be bared and the real
crimes against immigrants in this country
indicted.. . .

The legal defense committee for the
two Salvadorans is calling for swift and
broad response:

* Spread the word of this battle.
Reproduce, pass along and post this
bulletin.

* Especially needed are expert witnesses
who can testify to the current repressive
conditions in El Salvador and those who
can testify to the dangers for refugees
who are deported back into the clutches
of the Salvadoran government. Please
contact the defense committee in Los
Angeles immediately with volunteers or
suggestions.

* Donate urgently needed funds for the
political and legal defense, including
helping to pay the costs of transportation
for witnesses to and from L.A. Dona-
tions may be sent directly to the commit-
tee or tax-deductible donations can be
made out and sent to: Clarence Darrow
Foundation, 345 N. Rockingham Ave.,
L.A., Calif. 90049. Please attach a note
indicating the money is for the El
Salvador Tour Legal Defense.

* Finally, telegrams and letters of sup-
port should flood the judge’s chambers
demanding astop to the deportations and
the granting of political asylum to these
two Salvadoran revolutionaries. Send
telegrams and call the INS judge: Judge
George Indelicato, Immigration Judge,
300 N. Los Angeles St., Los’ Angeles,
Calif. 90012, (213) 688-2811. Please send
copies of statements and telegrams to the
committee,

Further information on the case can be
obtained from the El Salvador Tour
Legal Defense :Committee, P.O. Box
30922, Los Angeles, CA 90030, (213)
487-2918. O
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Some Lessons from the
Roman Empire

A phenomenon associated with the decline and fall of the Roman Empire was
that it was successively conquered by barbarians. But what is especially in-
teresting and significant is that those barbarians who managed to install
themselves as the ruling group generally became ‘‘Romanized’’ and ‘‘settled
in.””"**0On the one hand this is an illustration of the principle Marx summarized,
that “‘the mode of plunder is in turn itself determined by the mode of produc-
tion,”"'"” a case where a people with a less developed mode of production con-
quered another with a more developed one and basically adopted the latter as
their own. But on the other hand there is an important lesson here for the pro-
letariat and its struggle for a kind of society and world never seen before — one
characterized by a high level of development of the productive forces (and their
ongoing advancement to higher levels) but without class distinctions or the op-
pression of one part of society (or the world) by another.

The lesson here was actually suggested to me some time back in reading the
remarkably insightful statement of an 11-year-old youth in Overtown (Miami)
at the time of the rebellion there at the end of 1982:

Well, the barbarians lived back in Roman times and the Romans were going all
over the place ripping off people and the barbarians fought back. If they want
to call us barbarians, okay, we’ll be barbarians. 2

““Tell 'em, put it back in their face!”’ was my immediate response in reading
this (along with a smile of ironic satisfaction thinking of the many authorities
and experts who had no doubt declared this kid ‘‘uneducable’’).

There is a great deal that revolutionaries can learn from the basic stand of
this youth: the straight-up defiance, the willingness to take the worst that socie-
ty can come up with to call you and embrace it as a badge of honor and a sym-
bol that indeed you are, joyously, beyond the bounds — the bonds — of the
established order and its laws. (Bob Dylan, many years ago now, wrote in one
of his songs that ““to live outside the law you must be honest,’’ and in the same
spirit I think we should add, especially in these times, that the reverse is certain-
ly no less true: to be honest you must live outside the law.) At the same time,
however, this set me to thinking that there is an important way in which we are
different from the barbarians and that this too must be driven home to the ad-
vanced proletarians anc the oppressed masses generally.

We are different not in that we don’t want to tear down the system, defeating
its armed forces on the battlefield to do so: without doing this it would be im-
possible to achieve any of our basic goals. No, this is our similarity with the
barbarians. What is different — and it is a profound difference — is that the
proletariat is not, and the leaders of the proletariat must not be allowed to
become, new exploiters. Qur historic mission is not to adopt — and adapt
ourselves to — the old mode of production and its corresponding institutions
and ideas but to make those two radical ruptures and bring into being
something new and completely without precedent in human history: classless
society, communism. :

‘ . w
(Note: All footnotes are numbered as they appear in the original.)

136 £or more on this see Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, in three
volumes (New York: Modern Library, 1932).

137 gariMarx, Prefére and Introduction to a Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy
(Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1976), p. 28.

138 Quoted in **On the Street irOvertown, From the Roman Empire to What Is To Be Done?,"’
RW, No. 187 (January 7, 1983), p. 9

This week the Revolutionary Worker presents the seventh in a series of ex-
cerpts from Bob Avakian’s newest and most important work to date, A Horri-
ble End, or An End to the Horror? The entire book is being serialized weekly in
Spanish in Obrero Revolucionario. In English, we are excerpting selected sec-
tions to give our readers a “‘taste.”’ The book is available at local Revolution
Bookstores and outlets, through RCP Publications, and at some other loca-
tions.

This week’s excerpt includes several subsections from Chapter Il and its se-
cond major section “‘Other Important Questions Relating to the Question Mao
Raised Around the Novel Water Margin. *’ Other subsections in this section of
the book are: :

Getting Left Behind in the *60s-"70s (’80s) Shift

An Example of an ‘‘Emperor/Corrupt Officials’’ Shell Game

The Lesson of Water Martin and the Relation of Advance and
Consolidation in the World Proletarian Revolution

Continuing the Revolution
Under the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat, Garrying Through
with the World Proletarian
Revolution

Here my purpose is not to attempt to discuss this whole subject in depth or
detail but to focus on three questions, summarizing some essential points.

(1) Mao’s analysis, drawn from the positive and negative experience of the
Soviet Union and China itself — that socialist society is a long transition period
between capitalism and communism, all throughout which there are classes
and class struggle; that the bourgeoisie is constantly regenerated out of the con-
ditions (the contradictions) of socialism itself; that the more the socialist
transformation advances the more the focus of this problem is within the
vanguard party itself, especially at its highest levels where people in authority
who take the capitalist road pose a great danger to socialism; and that this ques-
tion must be made known to the masses, indeed the means and methods must
be developed to unleash their conscious activism in fighting against these
capitalist-roaders and in continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of
the proletariat at the same time as supporting revolutionary struggles
worldwide — all this is a truly immortal contribution by Mao Tsetung to the
theory and practice of proletarian revolution.

At the same time it is necessary to sum up that while this theory and political
line of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat and
above all the momentous struggle waged with the overall guidance of this line,
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China, represent the highest pin-
nacle yet reached by the international proletariat, still ‘‘these things were
treated a little bit as ‘things unto themselves,’ too much apart from the whole,
worldwide struggle against imperialism, reaction, and all exploiting classes.’”'*®
Even though support was extended to revolutionary struggles elsewhere and it
was stressed that the final victory of a socialist country requires the victory of
the world proletarian revolution, it was not firmly enough grasped and
popularized that the socialist transformation of any particular country can on-
ly be a subordinate part of the overall world proletarian revolution.

(2) The question of ‘“‘revolutionary successors.’” This is the question of
bringing forward fresh forces for the revolution at every stage, especially after
the seizure of power. There are two separate but interrelated aspects of this:
developing mass forms for carrying forward the revolutionary struggle and
raising the revolutionary consciousness of the masses on the one hand and on
the other bringing forward and training new leaders of the proletarian revolu-
tion and finding the ways and means to keep them ‘‘red’”’ — on the road of
revolutionary communism. In both cases, this requires fighting the “‘calcifica-
tion’’ and conservatism that tend strongly to set in once some initial gains have
been made in transforming society — and, frankly, in improving the situation
of the majority of the people — gains which will become a powerful basis for a
reversal of the revolution if they are made into things unto themselves and the
goal becomes above all to preserve and protect them — and extend them —
without the willingness to risk losing them. This, too, in the final analysis is
““Ah Q-ism,’”’ not revolutionary communism.

(3) All this has a great deal to do with the question of really, fully practicing
proletarian internationalism: keeping the world revolutionary movement as

Continued on page 14

139 pob Avakian, **On the Philosophical Basis of Proletarian Internationalism,”* R W, No. 96
(March 13, 1981), p. 3.
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Fifteen minutes into a CIA recruiter’s
speech on the career opportunities
available to Brown University students, a
shrill whistle sounded as students stood
up to denounce the actions of the CIA
and to charge the CIA with crimes against
humanity. At an attempted CIA
recruiting session, held Tuesday,
November 27 at Brown University,
students announced a citizens arrest
charging the CIA with soliciting students
to violate international and national law,

Aware that a protest was going to take
place, the university limited the number
of students allowed into the room to 100.
There was a spillover of students out into
the hallway and outside the building. One
by one students read off a list of 100
crimes committed by the CIA and
elaborated on the bloody history, citing
the CIA overthrow of governments
around the world, assassinations and at-
tempted assassinations of political
leaders, Operation Phoenix in Vietnam,
the mining of Nicaragua’s harbors right
up to the most recent and infamous CIA
Manual.

Guest Appearances by:

Conrad Lynn, Black Civil Rights
Attorney and author of There Is A
Fountain

Cherie Moraga, Kitchen Table Women
of Color Press, author of Loving in
the War Years, coeditor of This
Bridge Called My Back and
Cuentos: Stories by Latinas

Kassahun Checole, Africa World Press

Livres Révolution

The Trouble At Brown

|Campus officials quickly escorted the
CIA recruiters out of the room. The
Brown Daily Herald reported that a
university spokesperson ‘‘thanked the
audience for its orderliness’’ and then
politely “‘invited’’ students to sign a list
for disciplinary action. In defiance sixty-
seven students signed their names. These
students have now been charged by the
university with violating the school’s
academic code by disrupting and infring-
ing upon the CIA’s right to free speech!
Students face possible suspension or ex-
pulsion from school. The CIA not only
has the “‘right to speak™ but to continue
its hideous crimes in the service of U.S.
imperialism and those who speak out and
expose this have the right to get kicked
out of the university for daring to do so
— bourgeois democracy at its very best.

This action has touched off a big
debate. On the night of the action the
largest AM radio station in Rhode Island
devoted an hour and a half program on
the issue. When the recruitment session
was over 250 students rallied on the cam-
pus with signs demanding ‘‘CIA Out of

Nicaragua, CIA Out of Brown.”’

drdek ek

Beneath the current uproar over the
CIA protest lies a still-simmering debate
which exploded into the national and in-
ternational media. On October 10 and 11
students at Brown University in Pro-
vidence, Rhode Island, turned out in
record numbers during student govern-
ment elections to vote on a referendum.
The students were doing the unthink-
able...in some quarters. Voting
1,044 to 689, students at Brown passed a
referendum calling on the university’s
Health Services to stockpile suicide pills
for student use in the event of nuclear
war.

When first proposed by two students a
week earlier more than 700 students
signed a petition to get the referendum on
the ballot. Major networks and
newspapers from all over the country
picked up the story. Media inquiries were
coming in from Great Britain, Canada
and Australia. The referendum sparked

_tremendous controversy and the debate
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was orn.

The idea of such a referendum has been
ridiculed and cluck-clucked at by all the
responsible authorities on the subject.
While the imperialists coldly calculate
how many millions upon millions of peo-
ple will be incinerated in nuclear war it is
students at Brown who have been por-
trayed as bordering on the insane. One
Providence newspaper placed -its cover-
age of a campus forum on the referen-
dum on the obituary page.

The R W has received reports that pro-
letarians knew and were concerned about
the campaign —:for very different
reasons. During leafleting of the RCP’s
leaflet, “‘Let’s End This Madness, Before
It Ends Us”' in Detroit, one proletarian
commented that the campaign showed
something about the state of the world,
but that ‘‘suicide is not the answer.”’

In any case, the campaign undeniably
captured the attention of an awful lot of
people!

‘“Yoting No"’'

The university administration has
shaken its head sagely, and made it clear
that under no circumstances will Brown
stock suicide pills. They have not,
however, provided such pat assurances
about nuclear war. (The university mail-
ed letters to all parents of Brown students
assuring them that suicide pills would not
be available. Presumably parents can rest
easy, since fifty or so buildings at Brown
are designated fallout shelters.) There
were those who expressed sympathy for
the students but who said that the
students were going about it the wrong
way; they were being too negative, too
drastic.

In the campus newspaper, the Brown
Daily Herald, one of the initiators of the
referendum urged its passage, writing:
‘““Voting ‘no’ would be saying that we
don’t want to face how horrible a nuclear
war would be. A ‘no’ vote implies that we
can stand for the thought of nuclear war
but not for the thought of suicide. A ‘yes’
vote says that we can not stand for
nuclear war because it means suicide.

“I think voting ‘no’ would be saying,
in effect, that we accept the government’s
plans to hide us from nuclear bombs, that
we accept their assumptions that we can
survive. Civil defense plans are much
more alarming than suicide pills in Health
Services because if you believe in civil
defense, you believe that waging a
nuclear war is possible. The idea that you
can survive a nuclear war is the precept to
waging it. Suicide pills carry this message:
there is no choice. We cannot allow nu-
clear war to occur.. ..

“A lot of people tell me that they
understand our intentions but think there
are better ways to get the point across. I
disagree. The severity of nuclear war
makes this approach completely justifi-
able. What better way can we think of to
get the point across besides dropping a
nuclear bomb on Brown.”’

Browﬁ Tradition

Brown had its share of 1960s-era Viet-
nam protests, and maintained a some-
what liberal reputation, but Brown has
certainly not had the radical tradition of a
campus like Berkeley. It is not the most
likely university where one would expect
to find outbreaks of political protest.
Brown vies with Harvard and Yale for the
number one spot of Ivy League schools,
Its physical structure, with its austere-
looking classroom buildings and brick
archways, reeks of New England tradi-
tion. In recent years Brown has
developed a more liberal rep in the realm
of academics and prides itself on its open
dialogue-type atmosphere. It costs ap-
proximately $50,000 to get a degree here.
And as one student put it, ““‘Some of the
most privileged peoplein thls country are
at Brown.”’ Given this, and the overall at-
mosphere on campuses right now, the
eruption of discontent among this
stratum of university students is a source
of great discomfort to the ruling class. At
a time when brainless youth, touched by
the new American spirit on college cam-
puses, are being whipped up, and when

Continued on page 15




































; An important new book by the Chairman of
the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.
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ORDER FROM: RCP Publications, P.0. Box 3486, Chicago, IL 60654, or through
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following cities: Alianta, Berkeley, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati Cleveland, Detroit
Honolulu, Los Angeles, New York City, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington, D.C.
Serialized in Spanish in Obrero Revolucionario.

SR

If-the rulers of this tountry can prepare for a global war of conquest against Avakian casts his apalytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of
their Soviet rivals, a conflagration which has the potential to extinguish the 1960s, the recent assaults on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory
! human life on this pianet, then why cannot those who understand this fact and experience, the enslaving essence of modern democracy, ‘rhe ;%;!e of
' _ and wio aspire to a higher form of society prepare to overthrow these rulers dissent in socialist saciety, the centrality of the woman question to the
before they embark on this monstrous enterprise? This is the profound revolutionary process, and the ideological roots of accommodationism and
challenge posed by Bob Avakian in his latest and most important work to - capitulationism within the revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian
date, A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror? &1 _articulates ‘a Marxism for which revolution cannot be a halfway affair.

A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror? is not airy speculation but a lucid
and riveting assessment of the problems, tasks, and opportunities that this
critical historical period presents lo revolutionary-minded people. It may be
objected to but can no more be ignored than can the imperialists’ plans for
nuclear war: the world situation is just that acule and the approaching
possiblities for the revolutionary seizure of power are just that real.

Avakian surveys the contemporary social and political terrain to reveal how
and under what circumslances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yet
- what makes this such a compelling study is not merely its insights inta -
revolutionary Strategy but its insistenice that these issues be viewed in the'
larger setting of the historical advance toward, and the problems attendant to,
the achievement of socialism and communism. ' S




