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The Mexico City Fire:
What Lit the Match

In the morning hours of November 19,
as many were just beginning to make
their way to work, a series of massive ex-
plosions ripped through the barrio of San
Juan Ixhautepec, located in Tlalnepant-
la, just north of Mexico City. Fireballs
engulfed whole streets, houses were shat-
tered in a matter of seconds, and more
than 24 hours after the initial explosions
fires were still burning near the heart of
the blast. Early reports estimated that
over 3,000 people were wounded severely
enough to be treated in hospitals, and
that at least 10,000 homes were destroyed

by the blast.

As we go to press the official death toll
in the disaster has already reached well
over 300 people, but the RW has also
received information from people with
relatives who live in the area which in-
dicates that government figures minimize
the extent of the disaster and underesti-
mate the numbers of victims.

Indeed, official pronouncements have
consistently downplayed the extent of,
and blunted the outrage over, the catas-
trophe, such as thé warning of one gov-
ernment official who told the press, “We

must be prudent and avoid irresponsible
accusations until a thorough investiga-
tion is carried out.”’ These officials, and
their imperialist patrons in the U.S., have
good reason to urge reporting that is, as
they put it, ‘“‘prudent.”” For both the
reason for the massive extent of the disas-
ter and the immediate cause of the explo-
sion are direct products of the vicious,
distorted development imposed on the
Mexican people by imperialism. This dis-
aster was no act of god — imperialism
and its compradors set the tinder and lit
the match.
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“Time Bombs”’

More than twenty square blocks of San
Juan Ixhautepec were leveled by the force
of the dozen blasts and fires that burned
in their wake. Days after the blasts the en-
tire area was saturated by fumigation
trucks to control the already enormous
rat population that was feeding on the
death and garbage. The mere existence
next to the gas plant of this heavily
populated workers’ slum and the condi-
tions of life in it were ready tinder for the
disaster that exploded this week — a si-
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An important new book by the Chairman of

Paperback, 216 Pages
Individual copies: $6.95 (includes shipping). Inquire for Bulk Rates.

ORDER FROM: RCP Publications, P.0. Box 3486, Chicago, IL 60654, or through

your local bookstore. Also available at Revolution Books stores and outlets in the

following cities: Atlanta, Berkeley, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Defroit,

Honolulu, Los Angeles, New York City, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington, D.C.

Serialized in Spanish in Obrero Revolucionario.

If the rulers of this country can prepare for a global war of conquest against
their Soviet rivals, a conflagration which has the polential to extinguish
human life on this pianel, then why cannot those who understand this fact
and who aspire to a higher form of society prepare to overthrow these rufers
before they embark on this monstrous enterprise? This is the profound
challenge posed by Bob Avakian in his latest and most important work to
date, A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror?

Avakian surveys the contemporary social and political terrain to reveal how

and under what circumstances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yet

what makes this such a compelling study is not merely its insights into

revolutionary strategy but its insistence that these issues be viewed in the

larger setting of the historical advance toward, and the problems altendant fo,
the achievement of socialism and communism. '

the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

| IF THERE’S
~ GOING TO BE
A CHANCE

T0 MAKE

REVOLUTION
AND PREVENT
WORLD WAR,
THIS BOOK
SAYS HOW.

Avakian casts his analytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of
the 1960s, the recent assaults on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory
and experience, the ensfaving essence of modern democracy, the role of
dissent in socialist society, the centrality of the woman question to the
revolutionary process, and the ideological roots of accommodationism and
capitulationism within the'revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian
articulates a Marxism for which revolution cannot be a halfway affair.

A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror? is not airy speculation but a lucid
and riveting assessment of the problems, tasks, and opportunities that this
critical historical period presents to revolutionary-minded people. It may be
objected to but can no more be ignored than can the imperialists’ plans for
nuclear war: the world situation is just that acute and the approaching
possiblities for the revolutionary seizure of power are just that real.




