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Last week, U.S. threats and plans for
its Centrali American bloodfeast were
supposedly based on the arrival of Soviet
MIG aircraft in Nicaragua. But with
world attention focused on the unloading
of the Soviet freighter Bakuriani in the
Nicaraguan port of Corinto, it soon
became apparent that there were no
MIGs being placed on Nicaraguan soil.

No MIGs. The crisis had been hatched
in Washington, D.C., and then slated for
public release at the most opportune
time. U.S. officials admitred as much in
the pages of the New York ‘imes.
A Congressional aide said that when
he had visited the State Dept. on October
11, officials there had told him that there
was a plan to focus attention on the ship-
ment of Soviet-bloc weapons to
Nicaragua. The plan was to go into effect
after the elections. (As it turned out, it
went into effect just as the polls closed on
the day of the elections!) Another of-
ficial, speaking of the MIG crisis, said,
“Some of those who want us to adopt a
harder line have long wished that MIGs
would be delivered because they know
that would tilt the policy in their direc-
tion.... The next best thing to the
delivery of MIGs was the possibility that
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they might arrive any day.”’

These are the kind of people we’re
dealing with. The same who manufac-
tured another incident just over a year
ago: KAL 007. Then, the U.S. deliberate-
ly sent the airliner on a suicide mission —
guaranteed to bring the response from
the Soviets that it did — in order to reap a
prewar propaganda harvest. And now,
the MIG episode is manufactured,
designed to jack up pressure on
Nicaragua and whip up general war fever
in the U.S.

No MIGs — but no matter' Suddenly
there were new stories emanating from
U.S. officialdom — all loyally (and
forcefully) appearing in banner headlines
or repeated by TV correspondents with
raised voices. It was now a ‘‘massive
Soviet arms flow’ and a ‘‘massive
Nicaraguan arms buildup’’ that was used
to jack up the tension. MIGs or no MIGs,
the free press fulminated, U.S. officials
are discussing all manner of ‘‘contingen-
cies”” — the diplomatic word for poten-
tial acts of blatant U.S. aggression. These
include a big jump in U.S. funding and
weaponry to the puppet anti-Sandinista
Contras, more and larger U.S. military
maneuvers in Central America and, once

November 16, 1984

again, maybe a full naval quarantine of
Nicaragua.

And seeing as how the possibility of a
MIG incident had diminished (at least for
the moment), U.S. officials made sure
that all would know there were lots more
potential ‘‘incidents’’ where that came
from. Specifically, the Pentagon raised
the specter of a new ‘‘call for help’’ in
Central America. Said Defense
spokesman Michael 1. Burch, ‘‘We
would take very seriously any threat to
Honduras or El Salvador, ‘and if those
countries were invaded by Nicaragua and
they were to request our assistance, I
believe that we would respond with
whatever assistance was necessary.’’ At
the moment, according to U.S. officials,
there is only “‘circumstantial evidence”’
that such a scenario might take place —
that 1is, if circumstances warrant, the
“‘evidence’’ has already been invented.

U.S. Invasions Only

This is perhaps the most farcical crea-
tion the U.S. has yet come up with in Cen-
tral America. At a time when the military
might of El Salvador and Honduras has
undergone a quantum leap through
massive injections of U.S. military aid,
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the Monroe Doctrine:
’80s Style

when Honduras has been turned into a
U.S. fort and when U.S. military exer-
cises, some in tandem with its neocolonial
militaries, are taking place on an un-
precedented scale in the region, the U.S.
raises the “‘threat’” of .an invasion by —
rather than of — Nicaragua. Sandinista
foreign minister, Miguel D’Escoto, ac-
curately responded to this by declaring,
on ABC network TV, ““This is sheer lie,
hypocrisy and bulishit — if you’ll pardon
my English.”’

Yes, it is farcical, and transparently —
even admittedly — so. This is “‘resurgent
America,’’ and the bully is throwing his
weight around. Who needs even a
modicum of pretended believability in the
incidents it manufactures, or the pretext
it invents, to “‘justify’’ the most naked
aggression? Certainly not the puffed-up
U-S-A. ;

Now is the time when U.S. officials
resurrect the Monroe Doctrine, a
161-year old Presidential statement that
has been used to bestow imperial
legitimacy on countless U.S. interven-
tions in Latin America. Now is the time
when professorial prostitutes are paraded
around to pontificate on the U.S. version
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1920 Guatemala. April 9 to 27. To protect American interests, including the cable station,
during fighting between Unionists and the government of Guatemala.

1921- Panama and Costa Rica. American naval squadrons appear on both sides of the
|sthmus to place pressure on both of the countries involved in a boundary dispute.

1924 Honduras. February 28 to March 31, September 10 to 15. U.S. troops land “to pro-
tect American lives and interests’ during elections.

1925 Honduras. April 19-21. Troops land “to protect foreigners at La Ceiba during a
political upheaval." v

1925 Panama. October 12 to 23. “Strikes and rent riots led to the landing of about 600
American troops to keep order and protect American interests.”

1926-1933 Nicaragua. An upheaval of revolutionary activity leads to the landing of 5,000
American Marines “to protect the interests of the United States.” The National Guard of

‘the Somoza family is established to rule into the future. American forces engage in major

operations against the revolutionary Sandino in 1928. After their withdrawal, Sandino is
deceived and finally assassinated by the American-trained Somoza forces in 1934. The
consolidated military dictatorship rules for 45 years.

1932 El Salvador. American warships stand off the coast during El Salvador's matanza
(massacre). In the first weeks, army and paramilitary forces kill over 30,000 people. By the
time it's over, 4% of population has been murdered. The suppression of this uprising
leads to a military dictatorship that ruled almost unchallenged for over 30 years.

1933 Roosevelt announces “Good Neighbor” policy. In the following period, U.S. invest-
ment in Latin America as a whole rises rapidly, reaching $1.54 billion, and making up 35%
of total U.S. foreign investment in 1936.

1933 Cuba. U.S. naval forces organize a “demonstration’ of 30 warships off the Cuban
coast-during a challenge to the power of President Gerardo Machado.

1937 Puerto Rico. Major massacre of Puerto Ricans demonstrating against U.S.
authorities.

1940 Throughout the Caribbean. As part of the World War 2 Anglo-American imperialist
alliance, U.S. troops are sent to guard air and naval bases formerly controlied by Britain
on Bermuda, St. Lucia, Bahamas, Jamaica, Antigua, Trinidad and British Guiana.

1948 Organization of American States is founded.

1954 Guatemala. The CIA overthrow of a government daring to expropriate some land
owned by the United Fruit Company requires the use of invading force. Right-wing exiles
are forged into an army for invading Guatemala, while the ground forces are backed up
with aerial bombing of Guatemala City. The bombing triggers an internal coup, based in
U.S.-trained military forces and the church.

Above: U.S. Marines in Nicaragua, 1913.
Troops under command of Lt. Lee, U.S.M.C., display heads of Nicaraugan rebels.

In 1927, the then Under Secretary of State, Robert Olds, used a
State Department memorandum to describe the ‘‘traditional role’
played in Central America by ambassadors from the United States:

“Our ministers accredited to the five little republics, stretched
from the Mexican border to Panama. . . have been advisors whose
advice has been accepted virtually as law in the capitals where they
respectively reside. . .. We do control the destinies of Central
America and we do so for the simple reason that the national in-
terest absolutely dictates such a course. . .. Until now Central
America has always understood that governments which we recog-
nize and support stay in power, while those we do not recognize
and support fall.”’
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1959 Cuba. Revolution against Batista, Castro comes to power.

1960 Central American Common Market s established.

1961 Cuba. Abortive CIA-backed Bay of Pigs invasion. Uncounted landings on the island
since then by CIA forces to sabotage, conduct bacteriological warfare, assassinate, con-
tact internal operatives, and carry out other armed and hostile acts:

1961 Alliance for Progress is signed. s

1962 Cuba. The Cuban Missile Crisis, centered around an American naval blockade to
force the withdrawal of Soviet medium-range missiles. Backed by the threat of all-out inva-
sion.

1965 Domincan Republic. 20,000 U.S. Marines invade in May (only a month after the first
landing of regular U.S. troops in South Vietnam), to suppress a revolutionary uprising. An
estimated 2,500 civilians Killed.

1968 Guatemala. The first Death Squads appear, closely linked with the United States.
Between 1966 and 1976 they are responsible for at least 20,000 deaths. (This is standard
operating procedure throughout the region.)

1979 Nicaragua. Following the overthrow of Somoza, regroupment starts of what is to
become a U.S.-led and -trained army of counterrevolutionaries based in neighboring Hon-
duras and Costa Rica.

1979 Caribbean Joint Task force is set up in Florida.

1981 El Salvador. Along with increased U.S. military assistance to the puppet govern-
ment fighting revolutionary forces, U.S. military “advisors™ start arriving in increasing
numbers.

1980-84 Honduras. U.S. turns Honduras into U.S. military base.

. 1983 Grenada. U.S. invasion 4 years after the New Jewel Movement overthrew the

U.S.-backed Gairy government. The occupation still continues to date.






















An important new book by the Chairman of

Paperback, 216 Pages
Individual copies: $6.95 (includes shipping). Inquire for Bulk Rates.

ORDER FROM: RCP Publications, P.0. Box 3486, Chicago, IL 60654, or through
your local bookstore. Also available at Revolution Books stores and. outlets in the
following cities: Atlanta, Berkeley, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati Cleveland Detroit,
Honolulu, Los Angeles, New York City, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington, D.C.
Serialized in Spanish in Obrero Revolucionario.

I the rulers of this country can prepare for a global war of conquest against
their Soviet rivals, a conflagration which-has the potential to extinguish
human life on this planet, then why cannot those who understand this fact
and who aspire fo a higher form of society prepare to overthrow these rufers
before they embark on this monstrous enterprise? This is the profound
challenge posed by Bob Avakian in his latest and most important work to
date, A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror?

Avakian surveys the contemporary social and political terrain to reveal how
and under what circumstances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yet
what makes this such a compelling study is not merely its insights into
revolutionary strategy but its insistence that these issues be viewed in the
larger selting of the historical advance toward, and the problems attendant lo,
the achievement of sacialism and communism.

the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

IF THERE’S

GOING TO BE
A CHANCE
T0 MAKE
REVOLUTION
AND PREVENT
WORLD WAR,
 THIS BOOK

- SAYS HOW.

Avakian casts his analytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of
the 1960s, the recent assaults on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory
and experience, the enslaving essence of modern democrdcy, the role of
aissent in socialist sociely, .the centrality of the woman question to the
revolutionary process, and the ideological roots of accommodationism and
capitulationism within the revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian
articulates a Marxism for which revolution cannot be a halfway affair.

A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror? is not airy Speculation but a lucid
and riveting assessment of the problems, tasks, and opportunities that this
critical historical period presents to revolutionary-minded people. It may be
objected to but can no more be ignored than can the imperialists’ plans for
nuclear war: the world situation Is just that acute and the approaching
possiblities for the revolutionary Seizure of power are just that real.
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