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For once the blood which bathed In-
dira Gandhi was her own. This time, the
tyrant of India, who had hunted count-
less revolutionaries of the Naxalbari
generation to their deaths and who had
only months before sunk her claws deep
into the flesh of Punjab. . .this time, the
butcher herself lay dead, riddled by
machine-gun and pistol fire while walk-
ing within her own official compound in
the heart of India’s capital city, Delhi.

Her death represents a tremendous
blow to the entire, increasingly fragile,
centralized state system of India. It will
accelerate'a nationalities crisis which In-
dira herself was unable to resolve, and
which apparently played a major role in
her own death. And the uncertainty, the
potential for an unprecedented unravel-
ing of the world’s second largest country,
can be read in the gravity with which
political forces across the world reacted.

Honeyed words poured out from the
rulers of the world in honor of this butch-
er, which on close examination reflected
more than just a common self-interested

hatred of regicide. The effusive praise

from the “‘socialist’’ imperialists of the
East and the postmortem forgiveness of
the ‘‘democratic’’ imperialists of the
West were merely the cover under which
both blocs outlined their interests and
plans for a subcontinent teetering on
chaos. The death and the resulting in-
stability quickly took its place on the
tense matrix of global confrontation, as
new and potentially explosive conditions
emerged in an old theater of superpower
contention.

The Empress Indira

The Indian faultlines now opening into
crevices are obviously nothing new. The
old British colony itself fractured violent-
ly into Moslem Pakistan and Hindu India
decades ago, when formal ‘‘self-rule’”
followed World War 2. India, a nation of
700 million, is a complex country of over
a dozen major nationalities and linguistic
groups, countless religions, and a highly
stratified and oppressive caste and class
structure, dominated by imperialist rela-

tions. In many ways it is the increasing
demands being placed on the Centre by
centripetal forces that played a major role
in forging Indira Gandhi herself into the
almost monarchical figure she became.
She became an indispensable nerve center
of the Indian state over the years after her
ascension to power in 1964, taking the
place of her father, Jawaharlal Nehru.
The ruling party, always an unstable
patchwork of coalitions held together by
corrupt patronage, increasingly undis-
guised Hindu chauvinism and the milita-
ry power of the Centre’s army, was so
closely identified with her person that
after 1975 it was reorganized in a form
known officially as the Congress-Indira
Party (Congress-I Party).

This position of power she wielded to
keep the unitary state a whole, reveals
itself as a weakness of the central state

now that the empress herself is gone. The

New York Times, for example, quotes an
anonymous ‘‘specialist’’ explaining that
*“The Congress-1 Party has a very weak
political base because Mrs. Gandhi so
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dominated the party. She did not put
strong people into leadership positions.
And Rajiv (Indira’s son and now Prime
Minister — R W) has no personal political
base of his own.”’

Not only did Indira dominate her own
party, but her brief exit from power in the
late 1970s proved to all observers that no
party but hers could dominate neocolon-
ial India. Operating alongside the useful
tinsel of parliamentary democracy, state
power was increasingly exercised directly
through her offices, relying on diktat, on
military occupation and martial law, on
the declaration of emergency, and (as in
the case of the Punjab) on the cold mur-
der of thousands.

A Background of Crisis

The flood of bourgeois commentary
over Gandhi’s death portrays the con-
flicts tearing at India as the irrational pas-
sions of a supposedly violently religious
and bigoted people. It is a lie which white-
washes the role of imperialism. Always a

Continued on page 13
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The Third Presidential Debate

The third Presidential debate was held
in New York City, Tuesday, October 23.
When workers in the garment district
streamed out of the subways early that
morning they were met by leafleters who
thrust into their hands flyers announcing;:
““Third Presidential debate. Hear Ronald
Reagan & Walter Mondale LIVE TO-
DAY in the Garment District. 12 noon,
corner of 38th and 8th Avenue.”

“*Shit,"’ muttered some, and refused to
take the campaign propaganda. Un-
daunted, the leafleters explained to these
strangely unenthusiastic souls that they
would really like this event and that they
should read the fine print on the flyer.
“To clear up the notion that there is
basically no difference between the can-
didates,”” the flyer continued, “‘there will
be a third and final debate today...."”

ek ok ok

President shows his stu 70" _,
Reagan waves the flag at air scaden ~__prm 28

By o o

S
EE e e
e

T

By 11:30 a.m. small groups of people
had begun to cluster on the corners of
38th and 8th. A passerby asked a woman
with a camera, “What’s really going to
happen here?’’ ‘I don’t know, but
something sure is,”” she replied. A half-
dozen men hanging out on the northeast
corner were debating among themselves
whether the announced debate was for
real. ‘“‘No way,'" said one, looking at one
of the flyers distributed. ‘“They’d have
the street blocked off by now for sure.”
Just at that moment sirens sounded from
down 8th Avenue. Everyone craned their
heads. Were they coming?

The hangers-out continued their
debate. They evidently hadn’t read the
fine print announcing the sponsors: ‘‘Oc-
tober 23 Coalition, Ad Hoc Committee
for Meaningful Elections, LAWGD
(Loyal Americans Willing to Go Down),
and League of the Living Dead, New

-
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York City Chapter.”’

Many on the corners, however, had
clearly read all of it, and had come in the
obvious anticipation of giving a deserving
welcome to these two — one hopeful, one
present great head of state.

And great heads they were, too. Some
in the crowd insist that Reagan was only
someone wearing a grotesque but
remarkably true-to-life rubber mask.
And that Mondale’s face, not yet
memorialized in rubber, was only a life-
size photographic enlargement grafted
onto a paper bag. Quibblers! No matter
the appearance, a true debate was
nonetheless held!

The corner, traditionally one where:the
R W has been sold and where Revolution
Books’ tables have attracted many, was
immediately packed. Hemmed in by
trucks parked at the curb, some 50
workers and passersby of all na-

tionalities, with probably 100 more on the
periphery, strained to catch a glimpse of
these august candidates whq were now
standing pompously on a “‘stage’” of milk
crates. Amidst a background of street
noise, people strained to catch every
word. Cocky Reagan began:

“I’ve just signed legislation outlawing
Russia forever. We begin bombing in five
minutes.”’

“Mr. President, Mr. President, I
disagree,’’ asserted Mondale. ‘““We begin
bombing in six minutes.’’ ;

Outraged, Reagan roared, , ‘‘Five.”
“‘Six,”" countered Mondale, and they
went back and forth until the next meaty
exchange. o

“‘Mr. President,’”’ Mondale moved the
debate. ‘‘I accept your commitment to
peace. [ want you to accept my commit-
ment to war!”’ ‘‘No, no,”’ insisted
Reagan, ‘“‘I’m more committed to war!”’
““No, I am!"’ countered Mondale.

“‘But [ want to wage war in the heavens
— you know,’’ nodded Reagan sagely, *‘I
believe in Armageddon.” “But Mr.
President,’”” Mondale asserted, ‘‘religion
is for the people. First we have to blow up
the earth — then the heavens!”’

While all this was eliciting peals of
laughter from the crowd, a furtive
character, clearly Secret Service (reveal-
ingly dressed in beige trench coat, slouch-
hat, and dark glasses), popped up
periodically and translated each pro-
found pronouncement into Spanish.

Reagan continued the debate: ‘‘The
future of America is the future of the
world.’’ But Mondale responded,
‘“‘America is not temporary, Mr. Presi-
dent.’’ Not to be out-patriotized, Reagan
joined in unison with Mondale: ‘““We are
forever!”

Suddenly, a clearly disloyal figure
jumped up: “That’s what you think,
motherfuckers! There’s a lot of us who
won’t put up with your shit, your war
preparations. ..!”” ‘“We represent the
oppressed all over the world,”’ another
joined in. Handing out to the crowd
stacks of ‘“‘Let’s End This Madness”
leaflets, which had suddenly appeared on
the scene, the agitators called on those
assembled to take bundles and get them
into the garment shops, to begin serious
preparations for revolution, and to get
down with and join the RCP. ““Thiswasa
farce today,”” said one, ‘‘but they're
deadly serious and so are we!”’
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While 1500 leaflets rapidly were being
distributed, including a number in small
bundles, Ronald Reagan and Walter
Mondale were last sieen slinking off and
disappearing into the crowd. As people
drifted away from this decided break
with normalcy, several who witnessed the
debate and had taken bundles were seen
passing them out to others on the
street. . .. 0
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This is the text of a major message from the Revolutionary

- Communist Party, USA, which was distributed nationwide
throughout the fourth week of October, mainly to pro-
letarians of all nationalities. Initial reports indicate a very suc-
cessful distribution of 1/2 million of these leaflets, utilizing

new and creative methods.

W

Most people who have really thought about it deeply have been forced
to conclude that there will be a nuclear war in their lifetime. And they are
right. There will be—and very likely within the next few years—unless this
matter of life and death and the very future of the human race is taken out of
the hands of the governments of the United States and the Soviet Union and
their allies & puppets. To stop nuclear war, governments like these must be
brought down! They are imperialist gangsters on both sides (the Soviet
Union is no more ‘‘communist’’ than the U.S.). You can’t even wage and
you sure can’t win the fight to stop such a war unless you are willing and
ready to say that these countries—starting with your own—aren’t worth
defending; unless you welcome and are looking to take advantage of every
difficulty, setback and defeat your government suffers and use these to
strengthen the revolutionary movement that aims to overthrow these govern-
ments. And you can’t do that unless you don’t have a share in their billions of
dollars of profits, soaking in blood, from ripping people off all over the
world and their “‘strategic interests’’ in enforcing this; unless you don’t have
a stake in defending a “*way of life’” where, under the control of the U.S. &
Co. on one side and the Soviet Union & friends on the other, over a billion
people in this world are forced to live on less than 300 dollars a year! It’s the
people on the bottom of this world and on the bottom right inside these
mighty powers who really don’t have any share or stake in this, who are vic-
tims of it, and who can and must put a stop to this madness.

Already in this country and in every part of the world, thousands and
millions of people are protesting against the threat of nuclear war. But mostly
the people protesting right now are from the middle classes. Most of them are
for real in crying out against such a war (and in many cases, against other
outrages and injustices too) but they still feel like they have a little too much
to lose to put everything on the line to prevent such a war. That may sound
funny...but that’s how it is, and fleft on their own these people
won't—can’t—do what is necessary to really stop this war. Which is why
things can’t be left up to them. They have to be shown the way and to be
pushed and pulled along by those millions on the bottom, the ones who have
nothing to lose anyway and who, by coming together around a common pro-
gram, can be the solid core of a revolutionary struggle—the one kind of
struggle that can really change (and maybe literally save) the world.

A lot of people might say this isn’t going to happen — there isn’t going to
be any revolution, at least not in this country: nobody’s going to
overthrow this monster, powerful as it is. But millions of ‘‘nobodies’’ just
might, and in any case at some point there is going to be a serious fight to
do just that. We know because we are right now doing the political work to
prepare to do that, as soon as the opportunity opens, as soon as the situation
is ripe enough and there is a crack that a revolutionary mass uprising can
blast through and become a war to overthrow this regime and establish a
revolutionary one. We firmly believe that we can master the military theory
and when that opportunity comes it will be possible to directly tackle the
military tactics that will be involved, and right now it is crucial to strengthen
the political basis for revolution. This leaflet is one part of that political
work; at the same time as you’re reading this, people all over this country are
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also getting copies of it—because of the leadership and coordination given by
our party. Think about that in terms of building the political and organiza-
tional foundation for a revolution. And beyond that, our party is joined with
the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (RIM), made up of parties and
organizations all over the world that are either already waging revolutionary
war—like the guerrilla forces in Peru called the ‘‘Sendero Luminoso’’ (or
““Shining Path’’) in the media—or are building up the basis to wage such a
war as soon as possible.

So there is a vanguard for the revolution—a revolution that fights al/
imperialists and reactionary butchers—in this country and internationally.
And that vanguard has a political program that can guide the revolutionary
struggle and illuminate the way to a new society and a new world without the
exploitation, oppression, degradation, wars of plunder and dog-eat-dog
values that are ‘‘normal life’’ under this system and that destroy, suffocate,
or pervert everything creative and uplifting. But that vanguard and that pro-
gram by themselves are not enough. For revolution to succeed, those whose
interests lie in springing society into the air and changing this whole world
from bottom to top must take political action in unity with that vanguard
and that program to lay the basis for the revolutionary uprising and revolu-
tionary war—yes, right in this country. To win a revolution you not only
must have those whose life is lived in a poverty-stricken reality; you also have
to get some others not quite so bad off but basically dissatisfied—and there is
plenty to be dissatisfied about, including the threat of nuclear war! You have
to get a lot of them, if not to fight with you at least not to fight against you.
Again, we have the program that holds the basis for that—we can take steps
to answer their deeply felt concerns, steps the present system cannot take, ex-
actly because we are not bankers & international investors with a system of
money-making and a position on top of the world to protect at all costs. But
to prepare the ground, politically, for revolution, to influence millions of
people toward revolution now, and be able to win them over once the revolu-
tion actually jumps off and is in progress—that requires people, most of all
people on the bottom with nothing to lose and a world to win, to take to the
streets and other arenas of political struggle now, down with an all-the-way-
revolutionary program,

A lot is up—and that’s a good thing. There's no good reason and no
good excuse for going along with this shit and the Zombies who are. This is a
time to raise hell everywhere and don’t stop. Already people are in motion
toward a day next spring when all over the country in many different ways it
will be made clear that NO BUSINESS AS USUAL will be allowed. People
will come forward from everywhere around the unified slogan: ““They won’t
listen to reason, they won’t be bound by votes. The governments must be
stopped from launching World War 3—no matter what it takes.’” On. that
day it could make a world of difference if those most victimized by this
madness make their words and deeds felt so powerfully that they can’t be ig-
nored. That day especially—and every day—must be seized to get ready for
revolution.

Get down with the party and the RIM: become part of the organized
revolutionary movement actively preparing the ground for a revolution
here in unity with revolutionary struggle throughout the world; get revolu-
tionary training and learn to see and act on every event and every question
in terms of how it fits into the preparation for that revolution here and its
advance worldwide. We are the future and we, not the bomb—and not
those who have their fingers poised above the button—will have the last

Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
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This week the Revolutionary Worker presents the third installment of ex-
cerpts from Bob Avakian’s newest and most important work to date, A Horri-
ble End, or An End to the Horror? The entire book is being serialized weekly in
Spm_rrfsh in Obrero Revolucionario. In English, we are only excerpting some
sections to give our readers a “‘taste.”’ The book is available at local Revolution
:‘.?_ookstores and outlets, through RCP publications, and at some other loca-

ions,

This wgek 's excerpt includes several subsections Jrom Chapter I and its se-
cond major section ‘‘Questions Concerning Revolutionary Possibilities.” The

Ordinary People Rising
to the Occasion

Here I am referring particularly to a situation — in a serious crisis, before or in
the context of world war and/ or a revolutionary civil war — where there may
not be clear lines of leadership or organization within the party, or between the
party and the masses; when the party’s functioning may be disrupted, or
perhaps the party is even (temporarily) shattered or wiped out in certain areas
— precisely at a decisive time. In such extraordinary times there is all the more
need for ‘‘ordinary people’” — basic party members and basic masses trained
in or even influenced in a general way by the party’s line — to rise to the occa-
sion and “‘take the reins and ride’’: regrouping revolutionary forces and
rebuilding the party “‘from the ground up,’’ taking initiative to give leadership
and direction to the outrage and unrest of the masses and seeking out links with
other forces of rebellion, while also striving to reestablish organizational links
with the party structure in other areas. (Note in this regard some very relevant
remarks by Mao: ‘““When the war breaks out, it is best to rely on the local areas.
You cannot depend on the central government.’’* He is speaking specifically
of imperialist attacks on China and the likelihood of nuclear attacks as part of
this.)

This is very much related to — and another dimension and graphic illustra-
tion of — the importance of political preparations now. In particular it
dramatically illustrates the importance now of building the party at its base
(among its main social base of proletarians without privilege and with really
nothing but their chains to lose and a world to win) and of spreading and deep-
ening the party’s influence and roots among especially that base.

It is very important, as part of political (and ideological) preparation, to put
some emphasis now on explaining this question of ordinary people rising to the
occasion. The imperialists from their side are popularizing this kind of thing,
reflecting their necessity given ‘‘what time it is’’ (here it is relevant to note what
seems to be an increasing incidence of TV shows, etc., coming out in the U.S.
now where ordinary housewives and others become CIA agents and so on!).
We from our side and with directly opposite objectives and content to this
must stress it all the more. An important part of this is popularizing historical
examples of just this phenomenon of ordinary masses coming to the fore in ex-
traordinary circumstances to take responsibility for the revolutionary move-
ment and its vanguard forces, when this makes all the difference.

The Potential of Black
(and Other) Prisoners

As a group, they can go either way; in fact they will split: there are some hard-
core lumpen/criminal elements among them who will be much more likely to
be in the counterrevolutionary camp when it comes down to it, but there are
many who are much more victims than victimizers — victims of and opponents
of this system. Many can play a very important role in the revolutionary camp
when the time comes (and a number will make important contributions to the
process of political preparation, as indeed more than a few already are, but this
too will be magnified many times, in fact take on qualitatively new and dif-
ferent dimensions, when things reach the point of the armed struggle for

power).

(All footnotes are numbered as they appear in the original)
26 Mao Tsetung, ““Falk at Enlarged Meeting of the Political Bureau (March 20, 1966),”

Miscellany of Mao Tse-Tung Thought (1949-1968) (Arlington, Virginia: Joint Publications _

Research Service, 1974), Part 11, p. 378. Distributed by National Technical Information Service,
U.S. Department of Commerce, Springfield, Va., 22151,

other subsections in this section of the book are:

The ’80s: Decade of Extremes

‘‘Revolutions Gone Sour”’

The Prince ‘“1999”’ Line

Sorlr:e %lr;ight Talk on the Possibilities for Proletarian Revolution in
the U.S.

The Positive and Negative of Impatience

Again On How Political Preparation Is Key Now

Politics and Politics

Co-optation in the ’80s

Present Conditions and Political Suffocation

What About the Fact that Most People Are Not Politically
Active Now?

The Real Lessons of Grenada and Some Other Recent Events

We Are Just Waiting. . . But We’re Not Just Waiting

We would do great harm to the revolutionary cause — to the actual chances
of winning — if we were not able to utilize, unleash, and channel this. Here,
besides what is said on this in the New Programme of the party, Mao's com-
ments on the use of similar forces, especially at the start of the revolutionary
armed struggle in China, are worth thinking about: ““When we started to fight
battles, we depended on vagrants because they dared to die. There was a time
when the army wanted to weed out the vagrant elements, but [ opposed it. "%’
On the other hand, he stressed from the beginning that the erroneous
ideological and political tendencies that tend to arise among such forces, such
as the “‘roving rebel band’’ mentality, must be firmly opposed, and that to be
able to handle this it was crucial to strengthen the base of the party and the ar-
my among the basic working people — workers and peasants.”® Yet, once
again, Mao’s policy was to find the ways to correct such mistaken tendencies
and give leadership to these forces and their positive qualitites — not to drive
them out,

Their sights must be raised above the individual battle for survival (or in-
dividual dignity) and the individualist ideology that goes along with this —
above, beyond the orientation of anything for such survival and dignity —
which the material conditions of desperation (and still more of prison life) pull
powerfully toward. It is the revolutionary ideology of the proletariat, and that
ideology alone, which can so raise their sights and enable them to make a very
valuable contribution to the revolutionary movement and, in particular, the
armed struggle for power.

An Appeal To Those
the System Has
Gast Off

Here I am speaking not only to prisoners but to those whose life is lived on the
desperate edge, whether or not they find some work; to those without work or
even homes; to all those the system and its enforcers treat as so much human
waste material.

Raise your sights above the degradation and madness, the muck and
demoralization, above the individual battle to survive and to ‘‘be somebody’’
on the terms of the imperialists — of fouler, more monstrous criminals than
mythology has ever invented or jails ever held. Become a part of the human
saviors of humanity: the gravediggers of this system and the bearers of the
future communist society.

This is not just talk or an attempt to make poetry here: there are great tasks
to be fulfilled, great struggles to be carried out, and yes great sacrifices to be
made to accomplish all this. But there is a world to save — and to win— and in
that process those the system has counted as nothing can count for a great deal.
They represent a great reserve force that must become an active force for the
proletarian revolution, to destroy the old world and create the new.

27 Mao, ““Highlights of Forum on Central Committee Work (December 20, 1964),"' Miscellany,
Part 1, p. 421.

28 See Mao, “‘On Correcting Mistaken Ideas in the Party,”’ MSW, Vol. 1, pp. 105-116.
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Nerds, Geeks and College Republicans

' was at the University of Wiscon-
sin at Madison on October 25th, set by
presidential proclamation as Student
Liberation Day to pay tribute'to the
rescue of American medical students
from Grenada. College Republicans
across the country aimed to make this a
highpoint in the season of Resurgent
America and an upfront show of
strength for Reaganite youth on cam-
pus. After all, what better way to cap-
ture the meaning of their movement
than with a commemoration of the inva-
sion of Grenada, known the world over
as a “symbol of America's courage and
vision."

At Madison the call for real
Americans to stand up and be counted
did not go unheeded. The highlight of
the College Republican event was the
participation of the Macho Nerds for
Reagan, with their ladies auxiliary,
Geeks for the Gipper. As a College
Republican leader prepared to address
the crowd, the impatient Nerds and
Geeks began their enthusiastic chan-
ting: “Nuke New Zealand' and “Russia
Has No Suburbs.” The crowd of up to
300 that gathered in front of the
Memorial Union was decidedly pro-

Nerd, some joining in the infectious
chants themselves. Already a con-
tingent of Nerds in fatigues had been
dispatched to secure the stage, double-
timing through the crowd to the sounds
of “Song of the Valkyries" (theme song
of Apocalypse Now. Along with the
warm response received on campus, the
event received wide media coverage. In
fact we heard later that a newsbrief
about the rally given on a local heavy-
metal radio station mentioned matter-
of-factly the demand that Student
Liberation Day be celebrated every year
with a new invasion of a foreign coun-
try. (This is a key plank in the Nerd pro-
gram.)

As it happened, the Nerds themselves
performed a valuable rescue mission for
the event, as only a handful of College
Republicans turned out. This prompted
concern and speculation among some
Nerds and Geeks about their “allies,"”
the College Republicans (who are con-
sidered “wishy washy” in official Nerd
ideology), and about the state of
readiness of your average Reagan
youth. (One College Republican confid-
ed to me that although he had urged all
his friends to be there to mark this

heroic date, he feared the turnout might
be less than expected because Dallas
reruns had just debuted on daytime TV.)

The rally ended on an upbeat note,
with students chanting, “Punch Out the
Weak" and “Money for Bombs, Not the
Poor; U.S. Go to El Salvador,” while a
large circle of Nerds and Geeks got on
their knees to enact the traditional Nerd
ground-kissing ceremony. :

While Student Liberation Day was
organized to demonstrate that conser-
vative reaction is back in style and with
a vengeance on campuses, it had quite
a different effect here at UW. The Nerds
and Geeks stole the show, leaving our
College Republicans looking deflated
and like idiots. The national College
Republican Student Liberation Day
poster had pictures comparing the
humiliated American hostages in Iran
(pre-Reagan) vs. the joyful liberated
students from Grenada kissing
American soil (the Reagan difference).
At UW, the College Republicans carried
off their event with all the bluster of the
Grenada invasion and all the effec-
tiveness of the botched 1980 helicopter
raid into Iran.

The wide spectrum of opinion on

Election '84 was in evidence at the rally.
Respectable students with their red,
white and blue Mondale-Ferraro signs
stood next to the College Repubiicans,
leading one student to comment — it's
funny how the ones standing closest to
the College Republicans and looking
most comfortable with them are the
Mondale-Ferraro people. While one ma-
jor impact of the Nerds and Geeks was
to ridicule the main themes and values
of Election '84 (especially America the
Strong) and the reality of both can-
didates, unfortunately. many Nerds and
Geeks, like other students; have been
pulled into the '84 Vote with its nuclear
mandate, a la Mondale-Ferraro. One
Nerd expressed his view this way —
while he would be voting, if Mondale did
happen to get elected it would be time
for a Macho Nerds for Mondale. One
high-school Geek at the end of the rally
burned the American flag she had been
so energetically waving, laughing at all
the shocked looks it created among a
variety of people around her.

AW Reader

Crime
Continued from page 4
U.S. national security.

Murdering Innocent Civilians on a
Massive Scale

Insofar as the ‘‘moral’’ argument —
i.e., “‘the U.S. shouldn’t do that sort of
thing because then we become just like
them’® — is being put out there, it is there
to be blown away, so to speak, by the re-
quirements of national interests. The
above-mentioned This Week TV show
was a classic on this score. Another
former CIA director, Admiral Stansfield
Turner, seems to have been brought on
the show specifically as the “‘morality”’
fall guy (how fitting that a former direc-
tor of U.S. spies is presented as the
epitome of U.S.-style morality). Turner
cries out, ““There’s a line we won’t go
beyond. We don’t want to be just like the
communists (sic).”” This provides ABC’s
New Order-commentator, George Will,
the opportunity to point out that
nocbody’s complaining about the U.S.
supporting assassinations and such in
Afghanistan: Will declares ‘“an artificial
distinction here’’ since the Contras are
“freedom fighters, and freedom fighters
resisting a tyranny are apt to kill the

tyrants and the tyrants’ agents.’’ Fighting
for the U.S.’s freedom to dominate
always requires killing whoever is in the
way.

But the New Order that George Will
and his employers seek will require much
more than Contra terrorism, and more
than ‘‘another Vietnam’ to approach
realization. And so, Will hammered
away with his most powerful arguments,
making the same basic point several
times: ‘‘During the Second World War,
the Germans bombed Rotterdam and we
obliterated Hamburg and Dresden — and
the argument was that the moral quality
of our act was different because the
values we were promoting justified it.”’
And more, *“. . . this country, two genera-
tions ago, deliberately dropped an atomic
weapon on civilian populations, created a
fire storm, deliberately, using incendiary
bombs in Dresden and Hamburg. Now,
having killed in the interest of getting rid
of a tyranny and establishing democracy
in Germany — which we did by doing this
sort of thing — now, why is it that it is
suddenly us becoming like the other side
when we kill Sandinista officials one at a
time, instead of in job lots of 80,000as we
did killing innocent civilians during the
Second World War?”’

And this archetype reactionary motor-
mouth is clearly willing to risk a little
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overkill on this subject. At the end of the
program he is asked if Shultz was right on
how to deal with ‘‘terrorism.”” His
answer: ‘‘Sure. For the same reason when
we bombed, or tried to bomb, a ball-
bearing plant in Germany, knowing that
when you drop high explosives at night at
20,000 feet, some innocent civilians are
going to be killed. We did it because the
end — being very important, to rid the
world of Hitler — justified the means,
terrible though they were. And since ter-
rorism is terrible, the Shultz doctrine is
correct.”’

Clearly, it is no accident that there is a
plethora of World War 2 ‘‘history
lessons’’ being applied to the current
situation. (Senator Barry Goldwater also
got into the act by pointing out, ‘“We had
manuals like this in World War 2,”’ so
what’s the big deal?) For the ‘‘morality’’
of imperialist world war fighting, with its
“‘justified’’ mass murder of civilians, it's
the credo required these days — although
the degree of destruction it is scheduled to
“justify’’ far surpasses any historical ex-
perience.

This is not to say that the flap over the
CIA manual is simply a charade designed
to spread the mass-murder message. In-
deed, it is precisely because the U.S. is ac-
tively preparing for world war with its

RCP

Soviet rivals — and thus, both desperate-
ly fears getting “‘bogged down’’ in a
regional quagmire and desperately needs
to demonstrate its ability to absolutely
dominate Central America — that there
are U.S. ruling-class differences over the
precise course of action the U.S. should
take in the region. The argument that the
Contra revelations have not served the
promotion of U.S. democracy in the
region is one that is at least debatable in
imperialist ranks, and undoubtedly part
of a broader dispute over the strategic
question: what’s the best way to defeat
the Soviets?

However, the pressing necessity to ac-
tively prepare for this showdown has

- determined that no messy doubts over

horrible means can be allowed to get in
the way of the horrible end that is plan-
ned. And thus, the summation of the CIA
manual must be carefully orchestrated to
provide the proper ideological content. It
is a sign of the times that the U.S.’s state-
sponsored terrorism of today is being
blatantly glorified to facilitate the un-
leashing of a terror of unprecedented
dimensions tomorrow. O
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November 1983. It was a press con-

ference just like the other two dozen or so
that had been held over the previous two
weeks. Looking tired, and only slightly
interested, reporters bandied with the
State Department spokesman over a few
loose details concerning the U.S. invasion
of Grenada. For most, the day was
routine; you might even say boring since
by this time the “‘question and answer”’
sessions served only to fill in the holes in
the official story line.

The State Department guy is cool, a lit-
tle too cool, as he rearranges numbers,
dates and facts and ““clarifies any miscon-
ceptions.”” There’s a thread sticking out
from the man’s suit and you can’t help
but imagine that a persistent tug on that
thread just might unravel the whole suit.
But then its over; you get the signal when
he starts to square off his papers on the
podium. Looking up over his glasses, he
says, ‘“‘Remember boys, the fog of war
can be a very confusing thing!"’

Rk Aw

October 20 to October 25, 1983. The
official story: The U.S. government is
keeping a close and “‘concerned’’ watch
over the development of the situation in
Grenada. So far, it doesn’t look good.
The internal chaos — a coup on top of a
coup and the murder of Maurice Bishop,
the Prime Minister, along with at least
Sour af his top assistants and who knows
how many other people — has caused a
tremendous amount of concern in the
Eastern Caribbean and in the U.S. itself.
This weekend the Organization of
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is
meeting (o decide on a course of action.
President Reagan, in Georgia for a golf
game, interrupted his play to receive
periodic reports on the situation. By Sun-
day the OECS had unanimously decided
to ask U.S. assistance in carrying out an
invasion for the purpose of rescuing
Americans, restoring regional security
and liberating the Grenadan people from
the tyranny of “leftist thugs.”’ Upon
receiving this request, Reagan sat in his
pajamas during the predawn hours of Oc-
tober 24 agonizing over whether or not fo
invade — finally accepting the invitation
to assist the OECS based on his moral
repugnance towards everything rhat was
happening in Grenada.

One tug here and half of the fabric is
gone! For a few days after the invasion
the Washington Post, the New York
Times and the London Times are chock-
full of “‘reports’’ that contradict the joint
U.S./OECS version of the story. The
Washington Post reported on October
23, 1983 that the Pentagon had already
begun “‘dusting off contingency plans’’
in relation to Grenada. October 21 was an
especially busy day. On that day a State
Department official tried to pressure an
official of the St. George’s Medical
School to travel to Barbados in order to
appear on television to request an inva-
sion of Grenada to ‘‘rescue the medical
students.”” And the October 26 edition of
Newsday reported that on Friday the
21st: ““U.S. intelligence was providing in-
formation about the landing sites, the

_location of coral reefs, and the basing of
Grenada’s security forces. The aircraft
carrier U.S.S. Independence, heading
toward Lebanon, was told to swing by
Grenada.” The London Times reported
that on October 22 a U.S. Marine Corps
general and a Jamaican military official
had already begun to map out the inva-
sion — that is, one day before the U.S.
was supposedly asked to help out the
OECS. And, in relation to the OECS
meeting and the invitation to invade, a
couple of interesting facts have emerged.
According to the Washington Post, it just
so happened that then Assistant Secretary
of State Charles Gillespie was ‘‘fortunate
enough’’ to be in Barbados in time to
meet with the leaders of the OECS, Bar-
bados and Jamaica, over the weekend
when the OECS meeting began to focus
on military action against Grenada.
(Gillespie is now the U.S. Ambassador to
Grenada,) Not to be outdone, the New
York Times reported that the U.S. had
actually written the OECS invitation to
invade in Washington. So it's clear, the
U.S. orchestrated the invasion.

Then, on October 26 the U.S. Am-
bassador to France, Evan Galbraith, ap-
peared on French television to announce
that he personally knew that the invasion
was ‘“‘an action which had begun two
weeks ago.”’ Later, the ambassador, ap-
parently falling victim to the spate of

brainwashing that afflicted all those who
veered off of the official line at the time,
retracted his statement, saying instead
that he had ‘“‘misspoken’’ and that it was
“‘ridiculous to suggest’’ that the U.S. had
preplanned the invasion even before the
crisis exploded in Grenada.

Then, the Pacific News Service breaks
a story in early November 1983. Ap-
parently one of the Ranger units that par-
ticipated in the invasion had practiced a
dry run of the invasion three weeks
before the Bishop government was over-

* thrown and one month before Bishop

was murdered. These military exercises
were held between September 22 and Oc-
tober 2, 1983 at the Ephrata Municipal
Airport in Washington state. The pur-
pose was to give the Ranger unit some
first-hand experience in parachuting onto
airport runways, seizing buildings and
rescuing hostages.

A spokesman at the Pentagon tells the
RW that the Pentagon knows absolutely
nothing about these exercises and claims
that if they did occur, they were a purely
local affair. The Public Relations Officer
at Fort Lewis, Washington, the home
base for this Ranger unit, also tells the
RW that no such exercises ever took
place. In fact, he even offers to resign his
post if he is not telling the truth. Yet an
official at the Ephrata Municipal Airport
laughs when told of the government’s

position on the exercises and he confirms
the fact that the exercises were indeed
held there and that the Pentagon had re-
quested that they be given a very low pro-
file in the press. According to this of-
ficial; *‘I don’t know why the army would
deny it. I closed down the airport for six
days while they jumped out of planes and
took over my buildings. Now, some peo-
ple say they were practicing for what
they did in Grenada, but I don’t know for
sure.”

And, finally, a full two years before the
invasion of Grenada, the U.S. held war
games in the summer of 1981. One
curious facet of these exercises was an
assault against the fictitious island
Amber and the Amberdines, “‘our enemy
in the Eastern Caribbean,’’ a not too sub-
tle reference to Grenada and the Grena-
dians, The details of this exercise were
quite interesting — there had been a coup
on the island of Amber, the Prime
Minister of Amber had been assassinated
and U.S. citizens were being held
hostage! Paratroopers and Marine am-
phibious units pulled a predawn invasion
of the island in order to set up a new
regime, restore order and rescue the
American hostages.

One would really have to be extremely
naive or consciously devious to sum up all

this as ‘‘coincidence.’’ About the only

possible conclusion to be drawn here is

that the U.S. had been preparing, actual-
ly planning and practicing the invasion of
Grenada, down to the last detail for at
least two solid years. Given all this prac-
tice, it still took elite U.S. troops more
than two weeks to secure the island. And
it also sheds some light on the “‘curious
medical student,’’ reported in Newsweek
(November 7, 1983): ‘“‘a West Point
graduate and former Fareign Service Of-
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If the rulers of this country can prepare for a global war of conquest against
their Soviet rivals, a conflagration which has the potential to extinguish
human life on this planet, then why cannot those who understand this fact

- and who aspire to a higher form of society prepare to overthrow these rulers
before they embark on this monstrous enterprise? This is the profound
challenge posed by Bob Avakian in his latest and most important work to
date, A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror?

Avakian surveys the contemporary Social and political terrain to reveal how
and under what circumstances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yet
whal makes this such a compelling study is not merely ils insights inlo
revolutionary strategy but its insistence that these issues be viewed in the
larger setting of the historical advance toward, and the problems altendant fo,
the achievement of socialism and communism,

IF THERE’S
GOING TO BE
A CHANCE

TO MAKE
REVOLUTION
AND PREVENT
WORLD WAR,
THIS BOOK
SAYS HOW.

Avakian casts his analytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of
" the 1960s, the recent assauits on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory
and experience, the enslaving essence of modern democracy, the role of
dissent in socfalist society, the centrality of the woman question to the
revolutionary process, and the ideological roots of accommodationism and
capitulationism within the revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian
articulates a Marxism for which revolution cannot be a halfway affair.

A Harrible End, or An End to the Horror? is not airy speculation but a lucid
and riveling assessment of the problems, tasks, and opportunities that this
critical historical period presents to revolutionary-minded people. It may be
objected to but can no more be ignored than can the imperialists’ plans for
nuclear war: the world situation is just that acute and the approaching
possiblities for the revolutionary seizure of power are just that real.




