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Of “Peace Talks” And

Clampdowns

The October 15 “‘peace’” talks in El
Salvador bore a striking resemblance to
those other staged extravaganzas for
which that country has become noted
recently — elections. On those occasions,
RW readers will recall, U.S. television
screens were lit up with a picture of
thousands of anxious Salvadorans
streaming to the polls, while the commen-
tators all proclaimed it a demonstration
that what the people in El Salvador really
want is U.S.-style democracy. Naturally,
this meant that much more neocolonial
fascist brutality was in store.

Now, we have the picture of thousands
of anxious Salvadorans waving white
flags and the commentators all proclaim-
ing that what the people of El Salvador
really want is U.S.-style peace. Can there
be any doubt that what is at hand is much
more U.S.-led bloodshed?

Given the contradictions involved, im-
age is everything in these events. The star
of the show is El Salvador’s president,
José Napole6n Duarte, who has presided
over, fronted for and facilitated the mass
murder of tens of thousands of
Salvadorans. But now he is a dedicated
(and “‘courageous’’) ‘“‘man of peace.”’
The image is helped along by highly
publicized verbal attacks on Duarte from
the “‘ultra-right’’ death squads — such as
the Secret Anti-Communist Army, which
accuses Duarte of ‘‘high treason’’ and
announces that he will be a “‘target of our
military action’”” — and the infamous
Roberto D’Aubuisson. Of course, the
fearless Duarte goes to the talks anyway,
protected only by the Red Cross and Boy
Scouts, but somehow, miraculously, the
“‘ultra-right’’ fails to carry out its threats.
Perhaps it is only coincidence that Duarte
travels to the session in a Cherokee Jeep
— the regulation vehicle for death squads
in El Salvador.

A few days before the talks, the
“‘notorious right-wing’’ Colonel Ochoa
(a favorite of the U.S. advisors in El
Salvador) leads his troops into La Palma,
the northern Chalatenango town that
Duarte had dramatically chosen to be the
site of his performance. Ochoa claims
this is to prove that the army is strong and
can control every part of the country —
neglecting to mention that this is the first
time in nine months that the Salvadoran
military has entered the town, since the
guerrillas control- all of northern
Chalatenango (and between one-fourth
and one-third of the country overall), and
the army could be fairly certain they
could march in unharmed due to the
pending talks. The move, however,

enables Duarte to stand up to the army
and order the troops to leave town — ad-
ding to the “‘courageous man of peace’’
persona he has been given in this morality
play.

This Duarte vs. army (or Duarte vs.
“‘the right’’) theme provides just the right
melodrama to all the U.S.’s Salvadoran
extravaganzas these days. After all, every
morality play must have its villain. In this
case, there must be a foil for Duarte’s
‘““New Reality’’ — the vision of an El
Salvador where peasants get land,
everyone still speaks his or her mind and
there are no more of those infamous
‘“‘abuses of authority.”” Without the pic-
ture of a ““heroic’’ and ‘‘democratic’’
Duarte battling these gorilla
generalissimos, this ‘‘new reality”’
demogoguery would be even more thread-
bare than it is now. Just one example of
how different everything is these days:

when the Salvadoran air force wants to
drop 500-pound bombs on the popula-

tion, it must get permission from the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, which is, of course,
answerable to the liberal commander in
chief, President Duarte. There has been
no official word yet on whether the
army’s ground troops must first obtain
Duarte’s permission before they
massacre peasant men, women and
children. Perhaps this is one of the items
that the ‘‘courageous’’ Salvadoran presi-

*dent will be willing to negotiate — in ex-

change for a guerrilla surrender, of
course.

For surrender is precisely what the
‘“‘man of peace’’ is proposing. Prior to
meeting with leaders of the opposition
coalition Democratic Revolutionary
Front/Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FDR/FMLN) in La
Palma, Duarte’s supporters passed out a

leaflet announcing that he was offering
amnesty to ‘‘all those who may have par-
ticipated directly or indirectly in crimes
connected with the situation of political
violence.’’ The question was raised if this
proposed amnesty would apply not only
to the FDR/FMLN forces but to the
death squads as well. One of Duarte’s ad-
visors quickly answered that it would not.

After all, why would death squads need

amnesty? It is only opposition to the
government and its U.S. backers that is a
crime in El Salvador.

But what if there are some, naive souls
who, on the basis of faith in Duarte’s
‘““New Reality’’ or a belief that this is a
real concession, decided to lay down their
arms and come into the “‘process,’”’ as
State Department officials like to call it?
What would happen? For a clue, we can
look at another “‘process” initiated under
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The_ following call, issued by the signatories below, has appeared in the Village
Voice, October 16, 1984, the Bay Guardian, October 17, 1984, and will be ap-
pearing numerous local and antiwar publications.
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A CALL

The threat of world war is increasingly real and pressing. The recent past has wit-
nessed an unprecedented increase in international tension and war preparations. The
great powers stand toe to toe, openly building and boasting of their increased arma-
ments. They intervene against popular struggles around the world, while at the same
time a series of confrontation points between the great powers (and their proxies) burn
like fuses capable of igniting a greater conflagration.

The military forces of the major powers are equipped with nuclear weapons at all
levels, making it all but certain that any global conflict would be fought with these
weapons of mass destruction. Target lists to annihilate whole nations have been drawn
up and are continually revised. Beyond the hundreds of millions of deaths their use
would cause, lies a future scarred by global climatic, ecological, and economic effects.
Worldwide, many millions more who might have escaped the immediate effects of nuclear
weapons will die of starvation and disease. -

In this season of peril, all the governments continue to proclaim their peaceful intents
and declare global nuclear war to be unthinkable. Yet their actions (and with increasing
frequency their words as well) speak differently, The major powers continuously hone
their war plans with new weapons tests and ever more realistic war games. New
disarmament proposals are cynically designed to elicit rejection. Jingoistic appeals to
national pride abound. Military-political moves and counter-moves force the situation
to ever more dangerous heights. The U.S. government stands belligerently on the front
lines of these moves to war. Crisis follows crisis in a spiral that cannot go on without

resulting in the gravest of consequences. :
Such an extraordinary situation requires an extraordinary response. Mass opposition

TO AC

and resistance to war must achieve new heights, and with the greatest urgency. Only the
independent action of millions stepping onto the stage of history to resist can realistically
speak to the enormity that looms before us. It is in this spirit of practical politics that
we now call for a coordinated day of national action against war, a concerted day of “No
Business As Usual” on April 29, 1985. A day that deliberately disrupts and shuts down
as much as possible of the daily routine through which we are lurching toward global
war. A day of diverse events.across the country which include the activities of people
of many nationalities and social backgrounds: the anti-nuclear and anti-interventionist
movements, the rebellious youth, the women’s movement, religious activists, immigrants
and political exiles, academics, workers, those involved in the war machine itself, and
others. With activities ranging from teach-ins and forums to civil disobedience and other
creative forms of direct action, our joint actions will focus the attention of large sectors
of society on this critical question and on the necessity to act, and will deliver a powerful
message that we will not go along with the rulers down the road to World War III.
We who issue this call have taken part in many different ways in the movements
against injustice, exploitation, and war. Among us we hold different political and
philosophical analyses of the configurations of world power, the sources of wars
through history, and the many fronts of struggle and tactics we must employ for social
change. But we share the recognition that now it is time to unite to say NO. Precisely

because: They won't listen to reason,

They won't be bound by votes,
The governments must be stopped from launching World War I1I,
No matter what it takes!

Individuals” organization listed for identification purpose only

Anti-War Action Coalition (AWAC), Cleveland
Emile de Antonio, film director and writer
Karl Bissinger, anti-uer activist, NY
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Gn.ry I-'ioyd, singer, The Dicks .

Lillian Ford and Therese Forte, Seattle Non-Violent Group
Kris Fulsaas, Northwest Passage

Teri Galvin, N.Y. Mobilization for Survival (MOBE)

John Gerassi, author, The Great Fear in Latin America, leader
in the San Francisco State takeover in the 60s -

Ed Gehrman, Livermore Action Group staff member

Greenpeace Pacific Southwest

Abbie Hoffman, activist and author

Vietnam War, 19

Berkeley High School, Berkeley

Norman Gottwald, Professor of Biblical Studies, New York Theological Seminary
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Sherry Klink, former regional disarmament coordinator, Greenpeace Northwest
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Francisco ‘Kiko” Martinez, attorney & activist, Colorado

Erin Moore, Northwest Passage, Editorial Board

Richard Navies, Department Chairman of African-American Studies,

William Oandasan, Senior Publication Coordinator and Editor, UCLA

Leonard Post, Litigation Director, Western States Legal Foundation,
member Legal Collectives of Livermore Action Group and Abalone Alliance

Tim Quinn, Trident Nein Plowshares, anarchist, member Lysander Spooner Society

Steve Rabinowitz, Libertarian Workers Group, N.Y. MOBE
Diana Russell, author, Rape in Marriage -

Ben Sasway, draft resister

Laurel Sercombe, Northwest Nuclear Xchange board member
Jim Squatter, organizer of Democratic and Republican War Chest Tours
Silence One Silo and Species Life House, Missoula, MT
Squatters Anonymous, San Francisco

Alan Thompon, Rock Against Reagan Tour, San Francisco

Bob Townley, Coaltion for a Nuclear Free Harbor, N.Y. MOBE
George W. Webber, Prof. of Urban Ministry, New York Theological Seminary
Len Weinglass, attorney

Geoff Yippie!, Abalone Alliance, People’s Law School, San Francisco
Joe Zone, organizer, Republican War Chest Tour
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never be forgotten that the daily workings of this system are a continual horror -
for the great majority of the world’s people — this is no exaggeration but a pro-
found, searing truth commonly overlooked in the preserves of privilege and
comfort that exist for broad strata much of the time in the imperialist citadels.
Nor must it be forgotten that, as stressed earlier, the only possible means of
preventing such a horrible end, or in any case the only way forward in the face
of it, is the advance of the world proletarian revolution.

To quote again the Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment on this crucial point:

Communists are resolute opponents of imperialist war and must
meobilise and lead the masses in the fight against preparations for a
third world war which would be the greatest crime committed in the
history of mankind. But the Marxist-Leninists will never hide the truth
from the masses: only revolution, revolutionary war that the Marxist-
Leninists and revolutionary forces are leading or preparing to lead,
can prevent this crime.. .. If, on the other hand, the revolutionary
struggle is not capable of preventing a third world war, the com-
munists and the revolutionary proletariat and masses must be
prepared to mobilise the outrage that such a war and the inevitable
suffering accompanying it will engender and direg it against the
source of war — imperialism, take advantage of the weakened posi-
tien of the enemy and in this way turn a reactionary imperialist war in-
to a just war against imperialism and reaction.’

Thus the question is not whether there will be sacrifice, even heightened suffer-
ing for a period, but of what kind, yes of what magnitude but most fundamen-
tally toward what end: A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror?

The stakes involved and the urgency of these questions demand that they be
taken up in a penetrating and thoroughgoing way and unshrinkingly grappled
with not only by the advanced, politically conscious forces, on the interna-
tional level as well as within the different countries, but also by broader masses
as they are awakened to political life. It is more crucial than ever that these
questions and their profound implications be made accessible to all those who
are concerned and must be concerned with these questions and are, potentially
at least, part of the solution and not part of the problem.

With the above as an introduction, I'll turn now to the main substance of this
book.

Nuclear War —

Political and Ideological Questions

The Godfather

Here I’'m referring specifically to the end of the movie Godfather I. After Vito
Corleone has died and Sonny, the impetuous and volatile son who held sway
for a brief and stormy interregnum, has been gunned down, Michael, the
“‘pure bourgeois’’ godfather, takes over. In the closing scenes — which are
very powerfully done — Michael is acting, literally, as the godfather for his
sister’s newborn child, solemnly swearing to renounce Satan and his deeds,
while one by one we see his opponents being gunned down in cold blood (from
the Las Vegas hotel-casino owner to all of Michael’s rivals in New York and
New Jersey, etc.). Through back and forth between the baptism and the
murders, we see Michael repeating, ‘‘I do renouce them,” not only with a
straight face but in a very sanctimonious way while at the very same time his
orders are being carried out to gun people down — deeds worthy of the devil’s
deeds he’s denouncing,

Then at the end of all that there’s a final scene where his sister comes in and
accuses him, rightly, of having murdered her husband — on top of these other
assassinations — because he betrayed the family. But when she accuses him of
this he basically passes it off as ‘“‘feminine hysteria’’ and tries to ‘‘calm her
down.”” And then she goes out, having rebuked him — *‘you’re so heartless,
you murdered the father of the very child you just acted as godfather for.”
Michael’s wife is there and has witnessed this scene; she looks up at him search-
ingly and says, ““Michael, is it true?’’ He slams down his fist and says, ‘‘Never
ask me about my affairs! Never ask me about my business!’’ But she persists
and finally he says, ‘Okay, this one time. This one time you can ask me.”’ So
she looks at him as if to repeat the question *‘is it true?”’ And he says, ‘‘No, it’s

4 Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, pp. 7-8. '

CONTENTS

not true.”” With an absolutely straight face!

I think there’s a lesson here. There are many lessons here on many different
levels, but to make a summary: here we have Michael Corleone having coldly
executed a series of synchronized murders while he wears the straight face of
respectability and swears pious sanctity, even acting as godfather for a child
whose father’s murder he has already ordered. What can we learn from this?
This is a glimpse into the inner nature of the imperialists — both superpowers
and both blocs of imperialists. If we take for example the 007 airplane incident
and look at the rationales on both sides it is straight gangster logic all the way
around. Imperialist provocation and response on the basis of straight gangster
logic: ‘“We are world powers in a confrontation for who will dominate the
world and on that basis nobody’s gonna fuck with us.’” That, I think, is
something that holds some very important lessons for us.

What is the rationale and what is the whole posture taken by the one side and
the other? On the one hand in creating the provocation — which was clearly
engineered by the U.S. — and on the other hand in not only responding in the
expected way but then in the rationale that was given and the posture that was
struck by the Soviet Union, it is imperialist maneuvering, positioning and con-
tending, and gangster logic all the way around. Or you can take the missile
deployments in Europe and the arguments and maneuvering around them on
both sides, which we’ve been treated to in the last year or so. Or El Salvador
and Nicaragua on the one hand and Afghanistan and Poland on the other. In
all these cases and in innumerable other cases that could be cited, the straight-
up imperialist gangster logic used as justification by the imperialists on both
sides is very striking. And as [ said, the examples could be multiplied many
times over.

Both sides are imperialist. Both are driven by the same inner compulsion of
the laws (or contradictions) of the imperialist system and the world conjuncture
to which this is leading. Both of them are Michael Corleones. Both will swear
and are swearing with pious sanctity and an absolutely straight fact that they do
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It’s appropriate to reprini the list now (it originally appeared in RW No. 259), since
“revelations’’ concerning a certain CIA manual in Nicaragua have fueled such Con-
gressional “‘shock™ and “*horror,”’ including the solemn (and straight-faced) proposi-
tion that ““America doesn’t do things like this.”

TERRORISTS

Forty Years of American Dirty' Work

The following list was compiled by the Center for Military Research and Analysis in
New York City, and drawn from an extensive bibliography of books, papers, memoir
material, and government documents. Its formal title: ““United States Covert Action
Abroad to Restore Favorable Political Conditions (Partial List).”’ The compilation
represents a vivid exposure of America’s vaunted ‘‘forty years of peace.”

The U.S. imperiatists, of course, never tire of their rhetoric about “‘international ter-
rorism,”’ lately extending this to calls for “‘preemptive strikes'’ against ‘‘terrorism.”’
This certainly turns history inside out. The American trail of sabotage, assassinations,
mass executions and more extends to every corner of the world; a trail of blood rivaled
only by the list of U.S. overt intervention, invasion, and warfare against the peoples of

the world. 0
Year Location Purpose and Outcome Year Location Purpose and Outcome
1. 1946 Greece Restore monarchy after overthrow of 26. 1960 Angola Financial and military assistance to rebel
Metaxas government, Successful. - forces of Holden Roberto. Inconclusive.
2. 1946-1955 West Germany  Average of $6 million annually to support 240, 1960 Laos Military assistance, including 400 United
for_mer Nazi intelligence network of General States Special Forces troops, to deny the
Reinhard Gehlen. Successful. Plain of Jars and Mekong Basin to Pathet
3 1948-1968  Italy Average of $30 million annually in payments Lao. Inconclusive.
to political and labor leaders to support anti- 28. 1961-1965 Laos Average of $300 million annually to recruit
communist candidates in Italian elections. and maintain L’Armée Clandestine of 35,000
Successful. Hmong and Meo tribesmen and 17,000 Thai
4. 1949 Greece Military assistance to anticommunist forces mercenaries in support of government of
in Greek civil war. Successful. Phoumi Nosavan to resist Pathet Lao.
St 1949-1953  Ukraine Organize and support a Ukranian resistance SUCCGS_SMI‘ : : .
movement. Unsuccessful_ 29. 1961'1963 Cuba ASS.aSSIHate F]del C‘aslro. Slx allemp[s n lhls
6. 1949-1961 Burma Support 12,000 Nationalist Chinese troops in pen-od. Unsucccsstfﬂ. :
Burma under General Li Mi as an incursion 30. 1961 Cuba Train and support invasion force of Cuban
force into People’s Republic of China. exiles to overthrow Castro government, and
Unsuccessful. assist their invasion at the Bay of Pigs. Cost:
74, 1950-1952  Poland Financial and military assistance for Polish $62 million, Unsuccessful. :
Freedom and Independence Movement. 31. 1961 Ecuador Overthrow government of José Velasco
Unsuccessful. Ibarra. Successful.
8. 1950 Albania Overthrow government of Enver Hoxha. 32. 1961 Congo Precipitate conditions leading to
Unsuccessful. assassination of Patrice Lumumba.
9, 1951-1954  China Airdrop guerrilla teams into People’s SUCCES_Sf'-‘]- :
Republic of China. Unsuccessful. 33. 1961 Dominican Precipitate conditions leading to assassination
10. 1953 Iran Overthrow Mossadegh government and Republic of Rafael Trujillo. Successful.
install Zahedi. Cost: $10 million. Successful. 34. 1961-1966 Cuba Broad sabotage program, includiqg terrorist
11, 1953 Philippines Assassination and propaganda campaign to attacks on coastal targets and the introduction
overcome Huk resistance and install of bacteriological agents to spread disease and
government of Ramén Magsaysay. contaminate crops and stores, in effort to
Successful. weaken Castro government. Unsuccessful.
12. 1953 Costa Rica Overthrow government of José Figueres. 35. 1962 Thailand Brigade of 5,000 United States Marines to
Unsuccessful. resist threat to Thai government by Pathet
13. - 1954 South Vietnam  Install government of Ngo Dinh Diem. Lao. Successful.
Successful. -y 36. 1962-1964  British Guyana Organize labor strikes and riots to overthrow
14. 1954 West Germany Arrange abdugLiOn .and discr_edltmg of government of Cheddi Jagan. SUCCESSleI.
West German intelligence chief Otto John, 37.  1962-1964  Brazil Organize campaign of labor strikes and
and replace with Reinhard Gehlen. propaganda to overthrow government of
Successful. Joao Goulart. Successful.
15. 1954 Guatemala Overthrow government of Jacobo Arbenz 38. . 1963 Dominican Overthrow government of Juan Bosch in mili-
Guzman and replace with Carlos Castillo Republic tary coup. Successful.
: Armas. Successful. ; S ot : s
] . ; 39. 1963 South Vietnam Precipitate conditions leading to assassination
16. 1955 China gsse‘ljssmag Cl;ou En-l%l]-} en routef[cl) ] of Ngo Dinh Diem. Successful.
:an u1.1g & er-e.nce. n:-;uccess v - 40. 1963 Ecuador Overthrow government of Carlos Julio
17 1956 Hungary Fu:lanmal an:d r]r_llllnary 'assmla_ntce to organize N T S i
and support a Hungarian resistance : ; T g
moverr?erilt, and brogad- propaganda campaign 41. 1963-1973 Iraq Financial and military assistance fo; _Freedom
to encourage it. Unsuccessful. Party of Mullah Mustafa al Barzani in effort
: ; o ; . to establish independent Kurdistan.
18. 1956 Cuba dEstgbhsh gnt1§0rnAmgqul Sohée forcq,[Buro Binsecassto
e Represion de Actividades Comunistas ’ P e : = ,
- - 42, 1964 Chile $20 million in assistance for Eduardo Frei to
(ERAGhmdegBalisiaesime Shccessiul: defeat Salvador Allende in Chilean elections.
19. 1956 Egypt Overthrow Nasser government. SHlccessrall
. BERLEEEL T \ 43, 1964 Uruguay Provide training in assassination and
20. 1956 Syria Overthrow Ghazzi government. Aborted by interrogation techniques for Uruguayan police
Israeli invasion of Egypt. and intelligence personnel in effort to defeat
21, 1956-1976 Jordan Average of $750,000 annually in pe_rsonal Tupamaros. Unsuccessful.
payments to King Hussein. According to 4. 1964 Congo Financial and military assistance, including
United _States government, payments ceased B-26 and T-28 aircraft, and American and
when disclosed in 1976. exiled Cuban pilots, for Joseph Mobutu and
22 1958 Indonesia Financial and military assistance, including Cyril Adoula, and later for Moise Tshombe in
B-26 bombers, for rebel forces attempting to Katanga, to defeat rebel forces loyal to
overthrow Sukarno government. Lumumba. Successful.
Unsuccessful. 45. 1964-1967  South Vietnam Phoenix Program to eliminate Viet Cong
23. 1958-1961 Tibet Infiltrate Tibetan guerrillas trained in United political infrastructure through more than
States to fight Chinese communists. 20,000 assassinations. Infiltrated by Viet
Unsuccessful. Cong and only partially successful.
24 1959 Cambodia Assassinate Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 46. 1964-1971 North Vietnam Sabotage and ambush missiqns under -
' &, Unsuccessful. Operations Plan 34A by Umlqd States Special
ili i o bel forces. Forces pe{sonnel and Nung tribesmen.
25, 1960 Guatemala Military assistance_to defeat re Inconelisive,

e T i e S S s s S S T B

Successful.
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53.

54.
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Year

1965-1971

1965

1965

1965

1967

1967

1967-1971

1969-1970

1970

1970-1973

1973-1978

1975

1975

1975

1976
1976-1979

1976-1984

Location

Laos

Thailand

Peru

Indonesia

Bolivia

Greece

Cambodia

Cambodia

" Cambodia

Chile

Afghanistan

Portugal

Angola

Australia

Jamaica
]
Jamaica

Angola

Purpose and Outcome

Under Operations Shining Brass and Prairie
Fire, sabotage and ambush missions by
United States Special Forces personnel and
Nung and Meo tribesmen under General
Vang Pao. Inconclusive.

Recruit 17,000 mercenaries to support
Laotian government of Phoumi Nosavan
resisting Pathet Lao. Successful.

Provide training in assassination and interro-
gation techniques for Peruvian police and
intelligence personnel, similar to training
given in Uruguay, Brazil and Dominican
Republic, in effort to defeat resistance
movement. Unsuccessful.

Organize campaign of propaganda to
overthrow Sukarno government, and precipi-
tate conditions leading to massacre of more
than 500,000 members of Indonesian
Communist Party, in order to eliminate
opposition to new Suharto government.
Successful.

Assist government in capture of Ernesto
“Che’” Guevara. Successful.

Overthrow government of George
Papandreou and install military government
of Colonel George Papadopoulos after
abdication of King Constantine. Successful.

Under Projects Daniel Boone and Salem
House, sabotage and ambush missions by
United States Special Forces personnel and |
Meo tribesmen. Inconclusive.

Bombing campaign to crush Viet Cong

*sanctuaries in Cambodia. Unsuccessful.
Overthrow government of Prince Norodom
Sihanouk. Successful.

Campaign of assassinations, propaganda,
labor strikes and demonstrations to overthrow
government of Salvador Allende. Successful.
Cost: $8,400,000.

Military and financial assistance to
government of Mohammed Daud to resist rise
to power of Noor Mohammed Taralﬁi.
Unsuccessful.

Overthrow government of General Vasco dos
Santos Goncalves. Successful.

Military assistance to forces of Holden
Roberto and Jonas Savimbi to defeat forces
of Popular Movement for the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA) during Angolan civil war,
and prevent MPLA from forming new
government. Unsuccessful.

Propaganda and political pressure to force
dissolution of labor government of Gough
Whitlam. Successful.

Military coup to overthrow government of
Michael Manley. Unsuccessful.

Assassinate Michael Manley. Three attempts
in this period. Unsuccessful.

Financial and military assistance to forces of
Jonas Savimbi to harass and destablize Neto
and succeeding governments. Inconclusive.
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Year

1979

1979-1980

1979

1980-1984

1979

1980

1980

1980

1980-1984

1981

1981-1982

1981-1984

1982

1982

1982

1982

1982-1983

Location

Iran

Jamaica

Afghanistan

Afghanistan

Seychelles
Grenada

Dominica
Guyana

Nicaragua

Seychelles .

Mauritius

Libya

Chad

Guatemala
Bolivia

Jordan

Surinam

Purpose and Outcome

Install military government to replace Shah
and resist growth of Moslem fundamentalism.
Unsuccessful.

Financial pressure to destabilize government of
Michael Manley, and campaign of

propaganda and demonstrations to defeat it

in elections. Successful.

Military aid to rebel forces of Zia Nezri, Zia
Khan Nassry, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Sayed
Ahmed Gailani and conservative mullahs to
overthrow government of Hafizullah Amin.
Aborted by Soviet intervention and
installation of new government.

Continuing military aid to same rebel groups
to harass Soviet occupation forces and
challenge legitimacy of government of Babrak
Karmal.

Destabilize government of France Albert
René. Unsuccessful.

Mercenary coup to overthrow government of
Maurice Bishop. Unsuccessful.

Financial support to Freedom Party of
Eugenia Charles to defeat Oliver Seraphim in
Dominican elections. Successful.

Assassinate opposition leader Walter Rodney
to consolidate power of government of
Forbes Burnham. Successful.

Military assistance to Adolfo Calero Portoca-
rrero, Fernando Chamorro Rappacioli, Edén
Pastora Gémez, Adrianna Guillen, Steadman
Fagoth and former Somozan National Guard
officers, to recruit, train and equip anti-
Sandinista forces for sabotage and terrorist
incursions into Nicaragua from sanctuaries in
Honduras and Costa Rica; in effort to
destablize government of Daniel Ortega
Saavedra. Inconclusive.

Military coup to overthrow government of
France Albert René. Unsuccessful.

Financial support to Seewoosagar
Ramgoolam to bring him to power in 1982
elections. Unsuccessful.

Broad campaign of economic pressure,
propaganda, military maneuvers in Egypt,
Sudan and Gulf of Sidra, and organization of
Libyan Liberation Front exiles to destabilize
government of Muammar Kaddafi.
Inconclusive.

Military assistance to Hissen Habré to
overthrow government of Goukouni Oueddei.
Successful.

Military coup to overthrow government of
Angel Anibal Guevara. Successful.

Military coup to overthrow government of
Celso Torrelio. Successful.

Military assistance to equip and train two
Jordanian brigades as an Arab strike force to
implement United States policy objectives
without Israeli assistance. Inconclusive.
Overthrow government of Colonel Desi
Bouterse. Three attempts in this period.
Unsuccessful,
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If the rulers of this country can prepare for a global war of conquest against
their Soviet rivals, a conflagration which has the potential to extinguish
human life on this planet, then why cannot those who understand this fact
and who aspire to a higher form of society prepare to overthrow these rufers
befare they embark on this monstrous enterprise? This is the profound

- chalfenge posed by Bob Avakian in his fatest-and most important work fo

~ date, A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror?

Avakian surveys the contemporary social and political terrain to reveal how
and under whal circumstances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yel
what makes this such a compelling Study is not merely its insights into
revolutionary Strategy but its insistence that these issues be viewed in the
larger sefting of the historical advance toward, and the problems atlendant to,
the achievement of socialism and communism.

#

the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

IF THERE’S

GOING TO BE
A CHANCE
TO MAKE
REVOLUTION
AND PREVENT
WORLD WAR,
THIS BOOK
SAYS HOW.

Avakian casts his analytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of
the 1960s, the recent assaults on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory
and experience, the enslaving essence of modern democracy, the role of
dissent in socialist society, the centrality of the woman question (o the
revolutionary. process, and the ideolagical roots of accommodationism and
capitulationism within the revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian
articulates a Marxism for which revolution cannot be a halfway affair.

A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror? is not airy speculation but a lucid
and riveting assessment of the problems, tasks, and opportunities that this
critical historical period presents to revolutionary-minded peaple. It may be
objected to but can no more be ignored than can the imperialists’ plans for
nuclear war: the world situation is just that acute and the approaching
possiblities for the revolutionary seizure of power are just that real.



