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EL SALVADOR: INVITATION TO
NEGOTIATION

It was the kind of performance all have
come to expect from José Napoleon
Duarte. Standing before the United Na-
tions General Assembly on October 8, El
Salvador’s president waxed euphoric
over the “‘new reality’’ his election had
brought to that country. For 55 minutes
he told the assembled delegates that now
that he’s on the job, the peasants have the
best land, the army ‘‘works for the peo-
ple,"” and ‘“‘violations of human rights
have been reduced to the minimum and
the guilty are prosecuted and punished.”’
The only thing marring this picture of

contentment is the opposition. Duarte
urged them to stop their ‘‘destruction and
killing”’ and to join with him in creating a
situation “‘where peace can be a base for
our development.’” By the time he reach-
ed the end of his speech, the stage had
been set for a surprise announcement:
Duarte ‘“‘invited’’ the guerrilla leaders
(those ‘‘who are in the mountains,’’ not
those ‘‘living in comfort’’ outside El
Salvador, he said) to talk “‘peace’’ in the
village of La Palma in the department
(province) of Chalatenango on Monday,
October 15 — and to come, as he would,

““without arms.”’

Once again the foremost Salvadoran
representative of U.S.-style democracy
has demonstrated the particular quality
that is so appreciated by his Washington,
D.C. superiors — the ability to lay down
a blanket of demogogy and lies to cover
over thousands of dead bodies, and
prepare for more.

What is the “‘new reality’’ on which
Duarte’s call for “‘peace’’ is based? There
has been a dramatic increase in the of-
ficial murder of the civilian population in
areas where the opposition is strong. In-
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discriminant bombing-and-strafing
runs, using a recently beefed-up fleet of
U.S.-supplied A-37 Dragonfly planes
and/or UH-1H helicopter gunships, area
much more common occurrence than
ever before. They will soon be even fur-
ther enhanced by the addition of C-47s
with 50-caliber machine guns mounted

-on them. These aerial assaults are joined

by a step-up in search-and-destroy mis-
sions, including more incidents of pea-
sant massacres by U.S.-trained battalions
of the Salvadoran army. Of course,

Continued on page 10







This week, spokesmen for both the
U.S. and Japanese governments confirm-
ed that only a few days after Reagan’s
“joke’’ about bombing the Soviet Union,
a command unit for Soviet forces in the
Far East issued the following communi-
cation: ‘“We are going into a state of war
against the United States.” The instruc-
tion was withdrawn by the Soviets after
thirty minutes (twenty minutes according
to one newspaper), following a period of
“extreme tension’’ in the Japanese
government, according to the Japanese
newspaper Nihon Kezai. The paper, and
others in Japan, reported that U.S. and

Japanese forces had issued an ‘‘emergen-
cy alert”’ of their own. '

Although Pentagon press spokesmen
continue to officially issue ‘‘no
comment’’ about the incident, this
newspaper has learned that a U.S.
Congressman did receive a response to
his inquiry on the alert from the office of
Caspar Weinberger. Congressman
Michael Barnes of Maryland, a
Democrat who supports the nuclear
Freeze, sent a clipping on the alert from
the Baltimore Sun, along with a personal
letter of inquiry on October 5. Barnes’ of-
fice told the RW that on October 9,
Weinberger’s office confirmed that such
a Soviet war communication had been in-
tercepted. The Pentagon also claimed the
signal was likely issued by a ‘“‘wayward
operator’ and not on orders from
Moscow. It also denied that U.S. forces
responded with an alert of their own.
Barnes’ office made his letter to
Weinberger public at a press conference
and expressed surprise that the release
had not been carried in major U.S.
newspapers.

But the Weinberger denial of a U.S.
counter-alert was flatly contradicted by
several reports in the Japanese press, as
was the Pentagon’s downplaying of the
incident. Nihon Kezai reported that after
the Soviet war communication, ‘‘the
United States and Japan responded by is-
suing emergency alerts to U.S. troops and
U.S. forces and Self-Defense Forces
(Japanese military forces — RW).”
About twenty minutes later, the
newspaper reported, the Soviets with-
drew the alert with the message: ““The
contents of the last message is voided.””

In contrast to the low-key treatment by
UJ.S. media and the Pentagon, Nihon
Kezai paints a stark picture:
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The “Secret Aler?’: Confirmation
And Cover-Up

““This coded message was sent im-
mediately to Premier. Nakasone. The
Government was for a time in a state of
extreme tension.”” The paper also writes,
““There is also a boastful assessment in
the government that the coded message
was monitored and immediately decoded
and emergency communications were
established with the official residence
(presumably of Nakasone — R W), and
U.S. and Self-Defense Forces. This
shows that the U.S./Japan security
system is functioning very well.”’

Also, on October 3, at least three
Japanese newspapers published articles
stating that top Japanese government
officials had confirmed ‘‘on
background’’ (not for direct attribution)
the original story in Yomiuri Shimbun of
a Soviet alert and a counter-alert by
U.S. and Japanese forces. These papers
were: Sankei, Nihon Kezai, and Tokyo
Shimbun. i

The Soviet war signal was dispatched
by a Soviet military command at
Vladivostok at 4 p.m. on August 15. This
was four days after the Reagan ‘‘joke”’
was made, and followed by a very short
time the publication of Reagan’s “‘joke’’
in Soviet newspapers, which ran the item
on the evening of August 14. The message
was directed to a Soviet “‘special com-
mand unit’’ at Ussurisk.

ke kdek

Although the threats and counter-
threats in the Pacific remain in effect a
“‘secret alert’”” in this country, as we
reported last week, sources at the
Japanese newspaper Yomiuri Shimbun
which originally broke the story told us
that its report was accurate and that the
whole affair was an ‘“‘alarming signal.”
Indeed it is. Reagan’s ‘‘joke’’ has shown

to be deadly serious, and has been
answered by the Soviet imperialists with a
threat that was itself a half-step away
from a declaration of war. In the U.S. no
nationally prominent bourgeois
newspaper has yet covered the incident in
more than a mini-item, most professing
to be ignorant of Barnes' letter to
Weinberger. This fact alone shows how
thinkable nuclear war has become:
threats will be made, the razor-edge of
war will grow still sharper, and there will
be no scandal, no cries of outrage, from
the loyal gentlemen of the media. 0
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Debate of the Mummies

“With regard to Social Security I hope
there’ll be more time than just this win
it—minute—to mention that, but I will
say this: a president should never say
never.’’

—Reagan, Louisville TV debate

It didn’t really matter. Reagan stumbl-
ed over words and forgot his lines. He
committed mistakes and outright lied. He
was not, as the New York Times’ James
Reston gently put it, quite ‘‘mentally
alert.”

And it didn’t matter, any more than it
has mattered throughout the campaign.
After all, the Reagan of the TV debate is
the same Reagan who fell asleep during a
meeting with the Pope last year, and who,
according to aide Michael Deaver, takes a
little doze now and then during cabinet
meetings and so what? Any Hitler can
have a day off. What’s more, Reagan’s
obvious lack of brain power has been part
of the image—he is the perfect know-
nothing for an imperialist country
whooping it up over patriotic know-
nothingism, the perfect role model for the
nuclear warriors. 3

Back at the time of the Republican
Convention, Time magazine con-
tributing editor Hugh Sidey put it this
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way:

‘“‘Reagan has an unusual number of
nincompoops working for his ad-
ministration. His insensitivities to the
poor are monumental. His opposition to
abortion and support for school prayer
smack of zealotry. He still cannot under-
stand the feminists. His beloved military
wastes money hand over fist. But these
are secondary issues. Those qualities of
the spirit that Reagan so relentlessly
thunders from the White House are what
free and self-governing societies run on.”’

Reagan’s, said Sidey, was ‘‘leadership
from the heart”...“the issues” and
Reagan’s lack of ‘‘mental alertness’’ be
damned.

But now, with the curtain up on the TV
show, it was time for something else. The
electoral campaign which had so far
alternated between the levels of a fascist
horror show and Family Feud, was sud-
denly imbued with a bit of life. A spirited
Mondale marched to a new beat, declared

the winner by the media! Reagan on the"

defensive! Mondale, having managed to
stay more or less coherent, overnight
qualified in the press as a brilliant orator.
Reagan himself, in what should have
been the clearest tipoff to the game being
played, said that he thought he hadn’t ex-
actly been a dynamo.

The point was that the American pub-
lic-opinion machine had heretofore given
Reagan an overwhelming lead in literally
every state except Rhode Island. But a
Reagan rout with a small voter turnout
would not be considered successful by the
bourgeoisie. The election circus must
become, if not a horserace, then at least a
little lifelike. ]

During the show the newly crowned
‘“‘brilliant Democratie debator’” took
great pains to come on as not basically
different than Reagan—just better at it.
In Louisville, Mondale added to his list of
good works by Reagan, an enthusiastic
clap on the back for presiding over the
Olympics war fever. But perhaps the
most telling exposure of the debate was
not what the candidates did say but what
they did not. Here was a debate on sup-
posedly the central issues of domestic
policy, yet a review of the transcript
shows not a single direct reference to
Black people, not even routine propagan-
da promising justice, equality, and so on.
(Mondale made two very incidental
references to ‘‘civil rights.’”) Neither was
there any mention of immigrants in this
country, not even of the Simpson-
Mazzoli Bill, which is of course a major
offensive against immigrant proletarians
but is sometimes posed as ‘“‘addressing
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the immigrant problem.’’ Not a word —
these sections of the people are not even
part of the debate — these questions are
settled!

Instead, according to ‘Mondale, the
“paramount issue of our time’ is the
federal budget deficit. Now the deficit is
surely an important economic problem
for the U.S. imperialists. But at a time
when the U.S. is preparing for the:most
violent conflict in history, to raise the
deficit as *‘paramount’’ is to embrace, de
facto, the grand drive te world war. On
that there is no argument.

And don’t think, just because the
debate concerns domestic policy, that the
preparation for war could play no part. It
was Reagan once again taking the point
position on this in his closing statement.
Even though criticized some for the
“‘mind-numbing statistics’’ in the first
part of the closing, Reagan lumbered into
gear in his conclusion, lauding U.S. mili-
tary power, praising the high morale of
the troops and the patriotic war fever of
the populace, and then declaring,

‘. ..we're in a position to heed the
words of Thomas Paine who said, ‘We
have it in our power to begin the world all
over again.’ '’ This is the second promi-
nent mention of the Paine quote by
Reagan recently and it is nothing but
another call to plunge ‘‘on to Armaged-
don.”” This quote, from the days of the
beginnings of the U.S. bourgeoisie, is a
watchword of a class willing to risk
obliterating the earth in order to keep
their top-dog position in the world, a
class with the blind arrogance to think
that there are any ‘‘new beginnings’’ for
them. .

Mondale closed next, asking, ‘‘Are
you better off?”’ and running through a
list of items from taxes to the environ-
ment. He conspicuously did not
challenge Reagan’s verbal mushroom
clouds and patriotic garbage — that is a
point of unity.

Here then are imperialism’s ‘‘great
leaders’’ and here is what they are bring-
ing the world to. If the debate
demonstrated anything positive, it show-
ed that this is a class that, one way or
another, is finished. O
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- A Lock At The Big Bang

necessary) by the ruling classes. It is easy
to see, for example, how static and un-
changing heavens were essential for the
continuance of feudal society with its
deep dependence on the church. For if the
idea arose that something as big and
grand as the heavens were in violent mo-
tion and undergoing major leaps in
development, then surely this would tend RELATION BETWEEN RED-SHIFT AND DISTANGE
to call into question the permanence and FOR EXTRAGALACTIC NEBULAE
unchangeability of the established order J

on earth. In more modern times, even NEBULA N CIGHT-YEARS
though scientists are not burned at the
stake or imprisoned for advocating
heretical views and so forth, it is still very
much the case that the forces ruling socie-
ty uphold and promote a definite
philosophy and oppose and hinder
things, including scientific theories,
which tend to go against it. In addition
there is always the tremendous weight of
the past resting on science and
philosophy. Thus major scientific
developments to this day have had to
fight to be recognized and even when they
are recognized there are always attempts
to twist them to serve the prevailing in-

RED-SHIFTS

RELATION BETWEEN RED SHIFT AND DISTANCE: 8000000

Shown here are bright galaxies in five galaxy clusters,
together with their spectra. The spectra of the galaxies vingo 1200 xujstc
are the long, horizontal white smears, crossed with

a few short, dark vertical lines. Each position along
these spectra corresponds to light from the galaxy
with a definite wavelength; the dark vertical lines

arise from absorption of light within the atmospheres URSA UAOR EaboRuce
of stars in these galaxies. (The bright vertical lines
above and below each galaxy's spectrum are merely
standard comparison spectra, superimposed on the
spectrum of the galaxy to aid in determining wave-
lengths.) The arrows below each spectrum indicate Congwa BOAEALIS E ST
the shift of two specific absorption lines (the Hand K
lines of calcium) from their normal position, toward the T T Y |

1,000,000000

1,400,000,000

terests : ;
1 ; right (red) end of the spectrum. If interpreted as a q -, 2,500,000,000 et
The extent of the dominance of the Doppler effect, the red shift of these absorption lines : T
static view is illustrated by the fact that indicates a velocity ranging from 1,200 kilometers so07es 5870 i

even Einstein, whose General Theory of
Relativity, especially, shook the founda-
tions of the prevailing physics and played
such an important role in shaping
modern cosmological views, was trapped
by these ossified prejudices. His work on
the General Theory led almost directly to
the conclusion that the universe was ex-
panding and has to be in constant mo-

per second for the Virgo cluster galaxy to 61,000
kilometers per second for the Hydra cluster. With

a red shift proportional to distance, this indicates that
these galaxies are at successively greater distances.
(The distances given here are computed with a mvoma T Tt
Hubble constant of 15.3 kilometers per second per
million light years.) This interpretation is confirmed by
the fact that the galaxies appear progressively
smaller and dimmer with increasing red shift.

(Hale Observatories Photograph)

3,960,000,000

Red-shifis are expressed os velocities, c dA/ A  Arrows indicate shift
for colcium lines. H and K One light = yeor equals abeut! 9 5 1riilian
silometers . or 9 5% 10'T nitometers

Drstances are based onan exponsion rofe of 50 km /sec per million parsecs

tion, yet he refused to believe it. In 1917
he deliberately fudged on some of his
equations and introduced the ‘‘cosmo-
logical constant’” into them in order to be
consistant with a static universe, Later he
publicly regretted doing so. However,
Einstein’s General Theory was over-
whelmingly correct and his gravitational
field equations minus the interjected

THE COSMIC TIME SCALE

Reprinted from The First Three Minutes, by Steven Weinberg.

cosmological constant became central to Cosmic Time Era Redshift Event Time from Now
the new cosmology. =

It was Alexander Friedmann, a Rus- 0 Singularity Infinite Big Bang 20 billion years
sian meteorologist and mathematician, 10~ second Planck time 1072 Particle creation 20 hillion years
and_ Abbé Georges L&?l‘l’lal!re’, a Belgian 107% second Hadronic Era 10" Annihilation of proton-antiproton pairs 20 billion years
cleric, who built on Einstein’s work and ) » hilati i ; by
advanced the theory of the expanding 1 second Leptonic Era 10 Annihilation of electron-positron pairs 20 hillion years
universe (a universe expanding as if 1 minute Radiation Era 10¢ Nucleosynthesis of helium and deuterium 20 billion years
blown apart by an explosion) for the first 1 week 107 Radiation thermalizes prior to this epoch 20 billion years
!ime e Fnedmanln91£191922 andALemgltre 10,000 years Matter Era * 10* Universe becomes matter-dominated 20 billion years
:lgtrolngozn—iér. IEndWin Hub?)?e, anrrl:;l;:'l‘éig 300,000 years Decoupling Era 10° Universe becomes transparent 19.7 billion years
that he had measured the rate of recession 1-2 billion years 10-30 Galaxy formation begins 18—19 billion years
of the distant galaxies from our galaxy 3 billion years 5 Galaxy clustering begins 17 billion years
and f_Ormlllated a simple law for th!S 4 billion years Our protogalaxy collapses 16 billion years
;ecess,on:hth: fart_hf:r away:a galaf,.(y 2] 4.1 billion years The first stars form 15.9 billion years
rom us, the raster it is moving away irom 5 billi ity 3 ) : i
us. This discovery was the first solid el .'“." AL Quasars are born; Population II stars form 15 billion years

i iverse was expanding. 10 billion years 1 Population I stars form 10 billion years
evidence that the unive asexpa g2 p

It dramatically put the big bang theory on
the map. However, the big bang was still
not broadly accepted by cosmologists. It
was seriously challenged by the Steady
State Theory which contended that while
the universe was expanding, no initial ex-
plosion was involved. In this view, new
galaxies were continuously being created
to fill in the gaps left by the receding
~ galaxies and this process went on ad in-
finitum. It was not until 1965, with the
discovery of the 3°K (Kelvin) microwave
radiation background — which provided
irrefutable evidence that the universe had
a-hot dense past (more on this later) —
that the big bang cosmology decisively
defeated its detractors and went on to
become the ‘‘standard model’’ for
modern cosmology. [

Hubble’s measurements were limited
and contained errors. Nevertheless his
discovery of the recession of the galaxies

Continued on page 13

15.2 billion years
15.3 billion years

15.4 hillion years
15.7 hillion years
16.1 billion years Archeozoic Era
17 billion years
18 billion years Proterozoic Era
19 billion years Paleozoic Era
19.4 billion years
19.55 billion years
19.6 billion years
19,7 billion years
19.75 billion years
19.8 billion years
19.85 billion years
19.95 billion years
20 billion years

Mesozoic Era

Cenozoic Era

*See footnote 11

Our parent interstellar cloud forms
Collapse of protosolar nebula
Planets form; rock solidification
Intense cratering of planets
Oldest terrestrial rocks form
Microscopic life forms
Oxygen-rich atmosphere develops
Macroscopic life forms

Earliest fossil records

Early land plants

Fish

Ferns

Conifers; mountains formed
Reptiles

Dinosaurs: continental drift

First mammals

Homo sapiens

4.8 billion years
4.7 billion years
4.6 billion years
4.3 billion years
3.9 billion years

3 billion years

2 billion years

1 billion years
600 million years
450 million years
400 million years
300 million years
250 million years
200 million years
150 million years
50 million years
2 million years
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IF THERE’S GOING

T0 BE A CHANCGE

T0 MAKE REVOLUTION AND
PREVENT WORLD WAR,

THIS BOOK SAYS HOW.

If the rulers of this country can prepare for a global war of conquest against their Soviet
rivals, a conflagration which has the potential to extinguish human life on this planet, then
why cannot those who understand this fact and who aspire lo a higher form of society prepare
to averthrow these rulers before they embark on this monstrous enterprise? This is the
profound chalfenge posed by Bob Avakian in his fatest and most important work to date, A
Horrible End, or An End to the Horror?

Avakian surveys the contemporary social and political terrain to reveal how and under what
circumstances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yet what makes this such a
compelling study is not merely its insights into revolutionary strategy but its insistence that
these issues be viewed in the larger setting of the historical advance toward, and the problems
altendant to, the achievement of socialism and communism.

Avakian casts his analytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of the 1960s, the
recent assaults on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory and experience, the enslaving
essence of modern democracy, the role of dissent in socialist society, the centrality of the
woman question to the revolutionary process, and the ideological roots of accommodationism
and capitulationism within the revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian articulates a
Marxism for which revolution cannot be a halfway affair

A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror? is not airy speculation but a lucid and riveting
assessment of the problems, tasks, and opportunities that this critical historical period
presents to revolutionary-minded people. It may be objected to but can no more be ignored
than can the imperialists' pians for nuclear war: the world situation is just that acute and the
approaching possiblities for the revolutionary seizure of power are just that real.

CONTENTS
| THE CHALLENGE: lll. THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE
More on the Urgent Necessity and the Actual PROLETARIAT, THE GOAL OF COMMUNISM,
Strategy for Making Revolution in a Country AND THE ROLE OF DISSENT
Like the U.S. — More on Charting the
Uncharted Course IV. THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY:
" : ; Certain Questions of Historical Importance and
Nuclear War — Political and Ideofogical Questions Urgent Application for the international
Questions Concerning HeVOIUﬁOﬂafy Possibilities Communist MOVemenf and Others Seeklng to
Questions Concerning the Actual Struggle for Power Radically Change the World
Questions Especially Concerning the Carrying V. LEADERSHIP———AND OTHER
Out of the Party's Central Task Today PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTIONS

Il. THE FINAL GOAL:

Looking Further at the Question Mao Raised
Around the Novel Water Margin or Settling for
Nothing Less Than the Whole World and Its
Complele Transformation
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