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On August 11, Ronald Reagan
“‘joked”’ that he had ‘‘just signed legisla-
tion which outlaws Russia forever. The

bombing begins in five minutes.’” At the .

time, this newspaper called the statement
a ‘‘half-step away from a declaration of
war.”’

This week, a Japanese newspaper
published an explosive revelation that
underscores yet again the truth of that
comment. According to Yomiuri Shim-
bun, a major Japanese daily, a partly-
coded message was dispatched by a

Soviet military command in the Far East
at 4 p.m. on August 15, just four days
after the Reagan “‘joke’’ and only hours
after the “‘joke’” had appeared in the
Soviet press. The dispatch, in the form of
a coded signal, was intercepted by
Japanese and U.S. intelligence facilities,
according to Yomiuri, and read: ““We are
going into a state of war against the
United States.’’ The Soviets had respond-
ed in kind to the “‘joke’” with.an action
quite literally ‘‘a half-step away.”’

The newspaper reported that the Soviet

Editions in English and Spanish

message was sent from Vladivostok, the
main Soviet base in the Far East, and
directed to Ussurisk, headquarters for a
Soviet ‘“‘special command unit.”’ The
L.A. Timesin a brief item, also apparent-
ly based on information from Yomiuri,
added that Soviet forces were placed on a
stage of war alert for thirty minutes
before the alert was withdrawn by a se-
cond communication, and that “U.S.
and Japanese forces responded with a
similar alert for the same length of time.”’
At this time, it does not appear that the

1SSiv 01933485

alerts involved any movement of military
forces in the region.

A U.S. Defense Department
spokesman, contacted by this newspaper,
stated that he ‘““‘would not deny nor con-
firm’’ the Yomiuri article.

As of this writing, the only significant
coverage of the story in the U.S. has ap-
peared in the San Francisco Chronicle on
October 3, despite the fact that the story
was major news in Japan and was picked
up by the UPI and AP wire services. At
_Continued on page 5 |
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As readers of the RW know, on September 7, 1984 we published information con-

cerning the arrest of the Peruvian revolutionary known as “‘Meche”’ by the govern- Si‘di’emenfs Demand
ment of Peru. Below are a number of statements which had been sent to the Peru- s
vian press and authorities and to the Committee to Support the Revolution in Peru:

copies were forwarded ro the RW for publication: :

We are in total agreement with Meche’s ideas, therefore, we demand her freedom.
Meche's arrest has filled us with rage, but we want to tell her that she is not alone, - @
that she can count on the support of hundreds of men and women and that we will v -
follow in her footsteps. Courage, Meche! The people from Mexico are with you. E

Farmworkers from Buena, Washington, USA

LA A

To the lackey Belatnde: )
I am writing to you from this rotten corpse called the United States. They have
given you a hard blow. . . your government, and your master, the USA, who are tot-
tering. I am referring to our brothers and sisters who are waging a war against you
(regime) for their liberation under the leadership of the Communist Party of Peru,

known as “‘Shining Path.”’

The eyes of the world are on Peru. We are gaining invaluable lessons as well as
great inspiration from those who are setting the Andes on fire and who dare to over-
throw your cancerous system; those who dare to give birth to a new and bright
future.

We know that you have arrested 84 revolutionary women, who have been receiv-
ing and continue to receive violent punishment at the hands of your sadists (trained
by the USA). Wealso knaw that you have kidnapped professor Laura Zambrano
Padilla, known as ‘“Meche.”” Since she is a revolutionary leader, and a woman who
does not play her typical role, there is no doubt that every second she is in your
hands her life is in danger.

We know very well the methods used by the oppressors to do away with those
who righteously rise up and push forward towards a real shining path. Edith Lagos,
a young and rebellious woman who was savagely bayoneted to death, lives in our
struggle for the world revolution. Your claws are drenched in blood and your days
are numbered. Your actions only reveal your weaknesses and only serve to increase
the ranks of your gravediggers with more Edith Lagoses and Meches. . . .

WE DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF MECHE ALONG WITH THE
84 REVOLUTIONARY WOMEN!!!

FREE MECHE!!!

FREE THE 84!!! AND ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!!!
LONG LIVE EDITH LAGOS!!!

DOWN WITH IMPERIALISM AND ALL ITS LACKEYS!!!

Disrespectfully,
A Young And Rebellious Woman
Houston, Texas

L L2

Our outrage and anger demands you free Meche and other political prisoners.
Meche’s friends in Baltimore

Dear RW,

The above telegram was sent to Peru to the magazine Equis. We got We have also received a report that leaflets titled ‘‘Save Meche’’ have appeared on
the funds for it by donations received while selling the RW in downtown the streets of Lima, the Peruvian capital, signed by the Communist Party of Peru
Baltimore. Revolutionary-minded proletarians, Black vendors and sym- (known in the press as Sendero Luminoso).
pathetic friends of Meche from all strata donated to send this telegram. Worldwide support for Meche’s freedom is developing. In Europe, some sup-

A confirmation copy was sent to Caretas. porters have begun sending telegrams addressed to Peruvian president Belaiunde

(Plaza de Armas, Lima); to the magazine Caretas (Jr. Camana 615-308, Lima) the
magazine Equis (Jr. Soledad 416-3° piso, Lince, Lima); and other magazines, and to
the Peruvian embassies in Europe.

In this country, the address of the Committee to Support the Revolution in Peru
is: 2483 Hearst Ave., No. 225, Berkeley, CA 94709.

In Struggle,
Meche’s Friends
Baltimore, Maryland

e ok ok ok ok
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Protests, Rebellions
Spread
in South Africa

It has been a month now since Azania
erupted into the most widespread and
sustained uprisings since the 1976 Soweto
rebellions. And although the South
African apartheid regime has diligently
tried to keep the lid on the situation, their
efforts have so far been in vain. While the
uprisings seem to have, to a small degree,
ebbed somewhat in intensity, over the last
two weeks they have spread broadly
throughout Azania and have included
some very sharp confrontations with the
South African state.

There have been continued battles with
the police in the townships surrounding
Johannesburg. In Tembisa, the situation
was recently described by state officials as
*‘very bad”’ and the state-run bus com-
pany, PUTCO — which transports
blacks from their townships to their city

jobs — has suspended all service. Inall of-

the townships police patrols, military and
state vehicles and buses have all been con-
stant targets of stone-throwing youth.

During the weekend of September 215t
to the 23rd, funerals were held in a
number of townships for some of the
people murdered during the previous
three weeks. Most of the funerals held
last month defiantly turned into political
rallies and battles with the police.
Although the details concerning these
most recent funerals have not been
thoroughly reported, the reaction of the
state seems to indicate that they too were
politically charged events. In Sharpeville,
the scene of the sharpest uprisings in the
beginning of September, 33 people were
arrested at ome funeral for ‘‘attempted
public violence.”” In another township,
Bothelong, 132 people were arrested. In
the face of these arrests new fighting
broke out in this township and the
government was forced to postpone the
funeral and order those in attendance to
disperse and go home. During the same
weekend 500 people were arrested at a
funeral attended by 2,000 in Sebokeng.
This time the charges were “‘attending an
illegal meeting’’ and ‘‘contravening cer-
tain restrictive orders’’ placed on the
funeral. The South African police have
refused to elaborate on either the charges
or on what happened at the funeral.
However, it should be pointed out that
since the beginning of September the
government has declared it illegal to at-
tend a gathering — both indoors and out-
side — where the government is criticized
and has forbidden any and all political
agitation in connection with funerals.
(This ban has even included casket-
carrying processions through the
townships to the cemetery.)

In addition to the townships south and
east of Johannesburg, the Vaal Triangle
area, rebellions have also begun to break
out in many other areas. The September
27 issue of the Washington Post describ-

ed “‘rampaging mobs’’ in places like Port
Elizabeth, Soweto, and other townships
in the eastern cape and Natal provinces,
The situation in Soweto, which is the
largest black township in the country (a
population of two million), has caused
the government quite a bit of concern
recently. The Star, an English-language
‘‘liberal opposition’! newspaper in
Johannesburg, has frequently fretted
over the “‘tense and simmering’’ mood in
Soweto today. Since the September 12
police attack on a large memorial for
Steve Biko (a leader of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement murdered by the
police in 1977), there have been dozens of
reported clashes between residents of
Soweto, especially youth, and the South
African police. On September 19
thousands of Soweto residents stayed
away from work as part of a protest
against the government. The usually
crowded buses attempting to transport
some people to work were half empty and
were so frequently attacked that they had
to have a police escort in order to com-
plete their routes. And although the work
stoppage was only called for one day,
many people continued to stay away
from work in protest for a number of
days afterwards.

School boycotts have continued to play
an important part in the current upris-
ings. Three weeks ago the government
closed down all black schools in the coun-
try until September 26 in an attempt to
take some of the steam out of the school
boycoit. On September 24 meetings were
held in the various townships with school
principals, parents and religious
ministers to discuss ways of convincing
boycotting students to return to school
when the government reopened them on
September 26. Yet when the schools
reopened 93,000 students in the Vaal
Triangle and 100,000 students in Soweto
remained boycotting.

Gold Strike
One of the most concentrated and in-

tense outbreaks during the last two weeks
was the strike of 45,000 black gold miners
on September 17. The strike was over
wage demands by miners organized in the
National Union of Mineworkers (NUM
— one of the first legally recognized black
miner unions). The strike lasted two days
and in the course of it seven miners were
killed by police and approximately 400
were injured. Ironically, this strike was
built up as the first ‘‘legal’’ strike by
black miners in the history of Azania; a
status which supposedly meant that the

+ police would not necessarily be called out

to shoot and whip the strikers (although
the mining companies still retain the right
to fire striking miners at will and openly
bragged about having tens of thousands
of blacks throughout the region who
would be more than willing to replace any
strikers fired). On the day the strike
began, the true meaning of such niceties
as ‘‘legal status’ was brutally driven
home to the striking miners as the police
were immediately called in and attacked
the miners with tear gas, whips, shotguns
and dogs.

The gold miners’ strike was potentially
very dangerous for the South African rul-
ing class. First of all, a successful and
prolonged strike would have severely af-
fected South Africa’s already crisis-
ridden economy. Secondly, within the
context of the overall situation in Azania

" today, a gold miners strike could have

developed very quickly into yet another
heavy arena of battle. The potential of
the strike could be seen in a number of

different developments. For one thing,

the fact that it happened at all was very
significant. While there has been some
very sharp battles between the South
African ruling class and black gold
miners in the past, traditionally these
miners have been somewhat reluctant
about taking on the government. In part,
this has to do with the fact that, for the
most part, black gold miners in South
Africa are migrant workers from other
countries in southern Africa and from the
Bantustans who are kept in prison-like

conditions for the duration of their con-
tract.

It is also the case that the climate of de-
fiance and rebellion in Azania today had
a tremendous influence on what went
down with the miners. The NUM only
represents miners at nine out of fifty
mines run by the South African Chamber
of Mines (approximately 45,000 out of
500,000 miners) yet the strike very quick-
ly spread to a number of mines not
covered by the NUM. One of the sharpest
areas of confrontation with the South
African state was centered in the same
general area ofithe township rebellions —
that is, outside of Johannesburg. The
heaviest confrontation broke out at the
Western Areas mine (not covered by the
NUM) where 8,000 miners carried out a
pitched six-hour battle with the police on
September 18. Even after the government
worked out a compromise agreement
with the unior and the strike was called
off, a wave of wildcat strikes continued to

“break out throughout the area.

Two Prongs

In response to the overall situation in
Azania today the South African ruling
class has continued its two-pronged
maneuvering. On one side, the brutal
repression unleashed by the government
has continued and intensified. The
climate for this activity has been greatly
enhanced by the commentary and
editorials appearing in the ‘‘liberal op-
position’’ press. In the course of the last
month this press has gone from ‘‘criticiz-
ing’’ the government for “‘overreacting’’
to openly fretting about the situation get-
ting ‘‘out of control’’ and ‘‘high-
principled protest’” turning into ‘‘thug-
gery’’ with “‘no good cause.”’

On the other side, the South African
government has been attempting to play
up its ‘‘reasonable and responsible’’ steps
towards reform quite a bit. Botha has
made a lot of noise about his appoint-
ment of two nonwhite people‘to his new
government cabinet. According to the
South African rulers this is a sure sign of
how the new constitution in South Africa
i1s “‘a step in the right direction.”’ In-
terestingly enough, these two new cabinet
ministers have been made ministers
without portfolio which essentially
means they are powerless within the
government structure.

The government has also been recently
playing up its “‘willingness to be reason-
able’” in relation to the black people in
Azania who have been totally cut out of
the new government structure. While still
upholding the Bantustan homeland policy
as the cornerstone of government policy in

Continued on page 15
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An important new book by
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the Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

IF THERE’S GOING

TO BE A CHANCE

TO MAKE REVOLUTION

AND PREVENT WORLD WAR,
THIS BOOK SAYS HOW.

If the rulers of this country can prepare for a global war of conquest against their
Soviet rivals, a conflagration which has the potential to extinguish human life on
this planet, then why cannot those who understand this fact and who aspire to a
higher form of society prepare to overthrow these rulers before they embark on this
monstrous enterprise? This is the profound challenge posed by Bob Avakian in his
latest and most important work to date, A Horrible End, or An End to the Horror?

Avakian surveys the contemporary social and political terrain to reveal how and
under what circumstances U.S. imperialism might be brought down. Yet what makes
this such a compelling study is not merely its insights into revolutionary Strateqy
but its insistence that these issues be viewed in the larger setting of the historical
advance toward, and the problems attendant to, the achievement of socialism and

communism.

Avakian casts his analytical gaze on the shortcomings of the movements of the
1960s, the recent assaults on Leninism, Marxist-Leninist military theory and

- experience, the enslaving essence of modern aemacracy, the role of dissent in
socialist society, the centrality of the woman question to the revolutionary process,
and the ideological roots of accommodationism and capitulationism within the
revolution. Here, as in all his writings, Avakian articulates a Marxism for which
revolution cannot be a halfway affair. |

A Horrible End. or An End to the Horror? is not airy speculation but a lucid and
riveting assessment of the problems, tasks, and opportunities that this critical
historical period presents to revolutionary-minded people. It may be objected to
but can no more be ignored than can the imperialists’ plans for nuclear war: the
world situation s just that acute and the approaching possiblities for the
revolutionary seizure of power are just that real.
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The True Confessions of Fightin’ Fritz

Continued from page 7

Nicaragua.’ In the context of his other
remarks, what can this mean other than a
preference for naval tactics over direct
land invasion from Honduras as the
means of initiating war, coupled with an
insistence that any such war should be
fought legally, declared and openly. This
dovetails well with the ‘‘lesson of Viet-
nam’’ as summed up by liberal Demo-
crats: that the U.S. should hold back
from involving U.S. ground troops in
regional conflicts until other military
means have been exhausted and that the
political dimensions of such infamous
police actions should be handled *‘dif-
ferently.”

The second and more prominent criti-
cism of Reagan’s policies should, by
now, be familiar to all — it is that Reagan
is too psychologically rigid to hold
enough. “‘talks.”” Mondale: “I think the
evidence is pretty clear that while the Ad-
ministration talks about negotiations, in
fact their heart has never been in it. I
think the main thrust of the Administra-
tion’s policy in Central America is to win
by force.”” We too think the “‘evidence is
pretty clear’ — that Mondale does little
more than echo the main outlines of Rea-
gan’s established policy: pressure the
Sandinista government by combined po-
litical and military means, offer the
“Contadora Process’’ as a political
means of Nicaraguan capitulation to
U.S. domination, while using armed
force and threats of greater aggression
and American invasion as a seriously
considered option.

Israel and ‘‘Terrcrism’’

These two subjects provide another
quick fix on the Mondale swagger.

Mondale has announced he would
“‘strengthen strategic cooperation’’ with
Israel (!) and ‘“‘end the fiction that
Jerusalem is not the capital of that good
country.’” It should be noted that by call-

ing for the relocation of the U.S. embassy
to Jerusalem, Mondale in effect does
what no ruling President has yet done: in-
sist that the U.S. endorse the permanent
annexation of eastern Jerusalem by
Israel, and by implication the annexation
of the West Bank as a whole and other
conquered lands of the 1967 war.,

Mondale scolds Reagan for treating
“‘Israel like an adversary. He embargoed
F-16s she needed for defense,’’ sold jets
to Saudi Arabia, and conducted ‘400
hours of so-called official talks between
this administration, Yasir Arafat and the
PLO."”" Of course this is precisely the con-
tinuation of a policy that has been fol-
lowed at least since Andy Young opened
the public-but-unofficial contact with the
PLO under Carter/Mondale. But then as
now the Zionist dog was well-fed by the
U.S. master.

Reagan it seems is soft on *‘terrorism,”’
not just politically (by talking to the
PLO) but militarily. Mondale, the man’s
man, accuses Reagan in the wake of the
latest Beirut bombing of letting ‘‘ter-
rorists’’ in Lebanon ‘‘humiliate us, and
push us around, and kill our people,”’
saying that the current President ‘‘acts as
though terrorism is like an earthquake, a
force of nature that can only be endured,
not controlled.’’

Now, no imperialist, including Mon-
dale, has the right to speak about ‘‘ter-
rorism’’ — in the Middle East, their acts
of terror have been hideous. Mondale’s
own contribution to this bloody hypocri-
sy is to call Reagan not tough enough on
‘‘terrorism.”’

Here Mondale has made a habit of dif-
ferentiating himself from past bourgeois
policy through repeated statements about
tone, image and sincerity. He has charged
that Reagan has ‘‘engineered an arms
race.”” At the University of Southern
California, he pleaded (in front of the
usual ‘‘hundreds of booing and jeering
students’): ‘“What kind of people are
we? Are we the kind of people who don’t
care that children have nightmares about
nuclear war? Are we the kind of people
who don’t care about an arms race in
space? Are we the kind of people who
don’t care about a nuclear winter that

{1\
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begins on the day after?’’ On Sept. 17, in
Michigan, Mondale had said, ‘‘Today,
I’'m putting Mr. Reagan on notice. I will
make the question of war and peace a ma-
jor issue in this campaign. The fact of it is
that four years of Ronald Reagan has
made this world more dangerous. Four
more will take us closer to the brink."’

At the same American Legion Conven-
tion mentioned at the start of this article,
Mondale laid out his major program-
matic difference: “‘I am announcing now
that on my very first day as President, I
will call on the Soviet leadership to meet
me within six months in Geneva for fully
prepared substantive negotiations to
freeze the arms race, and to begin cutting
back the stockpiles of nuclear weapons.”’
And finally, in the New York Times inter-
view, he added that he thought that Rea-
gan’s approach to arms control “‘is going
to be his biggest failure’ — every other
American president has held summit con-
ferences and all have at least introduced
treaties for discussion.

Now thanks to Mondale’s decision to
make ‘‘war and peace a major issue,’’ we
have some more detailed knowledge of
what these grandiose criticisms and pro-
grams actually mean.

Coming out of his meeting with
Gromyko — Mondale reiterated that in
his discussions with Gromyko he had ex-
pressed (1) a desire for talks, and (2) the
perspective that these should be “‘discus-
sions right down-the line’’ and that their
goal should .be to have *‘‘verifiable
terms.”” For those who follow these
‘‘peace war’’ maneuverings, these buzz-
words are precisely the current official
U.S. position. ““Discussions right down
the line’’ means that Mondale endorses
Reagan'’s refusal to have any talks with
the Soviets that don’t include talks on
intermediate-range missiles. *‘Verifi-

able’’ has been the U.S. excuse for reject-
ing any treaty not in their own military in-
terests, since ‘‘verifiable’’ means unre-
stricted U.S. rights to inspect sites of their
own choosing within the USSR, some-
thing the Soviets have never, and will
never, agree to. j

As for what Mondale would an-
nounce, in the unlikely event that he gets
a ‘‘very first day as President’”’ — the
anti-Star Wars talk has now become a

-question of announcing a ‘‘temporary

moratorium’’ on the testing and deploy-
ment of space weapons. Mondale’s key
foreign and military affairs advisor,
David Aaron, then further defined ““tem-
porary’’ as a ‘“‘pause’’ of six months.
What this means is a postponement of the
ASAT weapons scheduled for this fall
until the summer — a position the current
State Department has reportedly fought
for within the Reagan administration. A
week later, by September 30, this
‘‘pause’’ was further redefined as a
“‘short enough period so that it would in
no way interfere with America’s national
security’’ and Mondale was explaining
that ‘““We’ve already tested the ASAT
weapons. Ours is more sophisticated than
theirs.”

As for the Freeze itself, it is what it has
always been: a sufficiency argument
which claims that enough U.S. nukes are
already on line and that the military
weaknesses of NATO lie elsewhere. In
this light, Mondale hints that Reagan’s
policy remains fixated on Soviet nuclear
strength, while other military spheres de-
mand attention. Mondale insists (echo-
ing the Hart “‘new ideas’’ on military af-
fairs) that the key military preparation
for world war now lies in strengthening
the conventional leg, and in foregoing
new weapons systems that will only
become operative in a decade. The
criticism of Reagan’s ‘‘Star Wars’’ pro-
posals is that they are too long-term.
Mondale in the Sept. 18 Times: ‘‘Com-
pare that theoretical way-out stuff and all
the costs and the destabilizing conse-
quences of that, to the real contribution
to our security from what now may be

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 10

doable. . ..”” He goes on to call for an
agreement on the ‘‘way-out stuff’’ cou-
pled with a shift of American military
emphasis. The ‘““tilt,”” as Mondale says;
toward nuclear weapons (by this he
means only certain new systems like the
MX) has allowed the Atlantic Alliance
“to grow flabby’’ and has resulted in a
failure to press Western European allies
on increasing their militry efforts by 3%
annually as they had pledged. At the
same time Reagan has supposedly ‘‘over-
burdened’’ international relationships
“‘with harsh rhetoric.”” Note that all these
arguments are well within the terms of
American “‘strength’’ — an argument on
the best way to ready for war. A beefed-
up military alliance, and an arms policy
that underlines the pressing time frame of
the confrontation with the Soviet
Union. . . this is the stuff of a progressive
opposition!

Mondale now even denies that Reagan
should get credit for the “‘reassertion of
American strength throughout the

world”> — he says: ‘“...I think the
buildup in conventional weaponry, the
essential buildup, which was started
before he came in office was necessary in
light of the Soviet buildup and irresponsi-
ble assertion of power in Cambodia,
Afghanistan and so on.”” And in fact,
Mondale claims that under Reagan, the
United States and NATO has ‘“‘ended
weaker not stronger’’ and that the same
applies for the Middle East and Latin
America. Culminating his New York
Times interview was a self-assessment:
‘¢ ..we have a platform that came out
overwhelmingly for real increases in
defense spending, for a moderate but in-
ternationalist (meaning militarily en-
gaged!—R W) foreign policy, for
strength but arms control, against the im-
mediate abandonment of first use, and in
many other ways demonstrated a realistic
appraisal of the threat of Soviet power.
Of the sophistication required for the use
of power. The understanding that’s need-
ed to be a mature and responsible leader
in this complex world."’

This ‘‘realistic appraisal’® of the
Soviets was fleshed out in USA Today
this week in a special ‘“Guest Column’’:

‘““We are realists. We know the Soviet
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leaders are cynical, ruthless, and danger- -

ous. They repress their citizens. They sup-
press human rights and export instability.
In Poland they destroy Solidarity. In
Afghanistan they murder. In the Middle
East, they sabotage peace. We know we
must never negotiate with them on the
basis of trust.”’

Just as Mondale accused Reagan of
plagiarism in his UN speech, certainly
Reagan could now answer that Mondale
in fact is borrowing precisely the evil em-
pire phrases! Mondale has even taken
distance from the Carter ‘‘Human
Rights’’ policy saying that while some-
thing similar should be used as ““realistic
expression of American values that
makes our policy more sustainable and
more credible’” it must be cast so as to
work ‘“‘harmoniously with our security
objectives.”’ Could it be that Mondale is
making a distinction here between
pro-U.S. ‘‘authoritarians’® and pro-
Soviet ‘‘totalitarians’’?

What then is the difference between the
two candidates and the two parties?
David Aaron put it, ‘“While there are
three or four important issues today, the
campaign will come down to whose
finger will be on the nuclear trigger.”” Are
the Democrats then claiming that we are
faced with a nuclear madman set on
unleashing world nuclear war, a la
Goldwater 19647 Hardly.

till we have it

Remember Mondale’s loving insis-
tence that Reagan (of course) did not
mean it when he ‘‘joked’’ about bombing
Russia? Well, the ‘‘respect among gentle-
men’”’ is being fleshed out: On October 1,
in New Brunswick, New Jersey, Mondale
talked of Reagan’s ‘‘good intentions’’
and continued, ‘‘There is no reason to
doubt Mr. Reagan’s desire for peace. He
dreams the same dreams we do. But a
President also must master, command,
learn and lead.”’

And there you have the *‘substance’’ of
the Democratic electoral criticism.
Reagan has been OK, he has built on the
“‘chill’’ imposed by:Carter on U.S.-
Soviet relations. Mondale even added in
Time: *‘I think that Reagan’s tendency to
give an optimistic feeling about the coun-
try is good.’’ But then there is Mondale’s
devastating proof that Reagan was not up
to the job. He gave as an example that
Reagan had not known that 75% of
Soviet missiles were land-based. Know-
ledge of such details (you see) are the true
credentials of a peacemaker. Mondale’s
arguments boil down to the insistence
that he would be a better standard-bearer
for the world war ahead, that as an
American Hitler-in-waiting he would be
just as bloodthirsty, more sophisticated,
more adept at striking the credible defen-
sive, democratic pose. Truly a vile perfor-
mance! Cl
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