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Da!las police, at the direction of the U.S. 
Secret Service, ore going about the 
business of turning a large portion of 
downtown into a compound. 

Dallas Times-Herald 
August 12, 1984 

Dallas is one of the most buuoned-up, 
orderly cities in America, a coat-and-tie, 
walled-in subdivision kind of place that 
doesn't take to dissidents especially well. 

New York Times 
August 18, 1984 

Dallas-they call themselves 'The War 
Chest Walking Tour,' and on Wednesday 
they lived up to their name, taking a tour 
of this city's downtown, spray-painting 
slogans on buildings, banging on win­
dows and generally shaking folks up. 

Chicago Tribune 
August 23, 1984 

The disloyal opposition struck again 
this week in Dallas, when a rude and ag­
gressive demonstration of youth broke 
the deadly political atmosphere surroun-

ding the Republican Convention. On 
Wednesday, August 22, youth took off 
on a Republican War Chest Tour through 
downtown Dallas, exposing and oppos­
ing various corporate centers of global 
plunder and U .S. prepara tion for World 
War 3. Political initiative was seized and 
a political offensive launched. 

The Tour, inspired by the Democratic 
War Chest Tours, which were a dynamic 
element in the protests at the Democratic 
Convention last month, started at a site 
memorializing an imperialist war-maker 
of a n earlier day, JFK . Most of the youth 
on the Tour were from other cities in 
Texas and elsewhere, including one from 
Canada and one from West Germany. 
From the outset the mood was festive and 
the scene colorful. One youth came on his 
skateboard, another wa~ wrapped in red, 
white and blue bunting and wearing a pig 
mask . Red flags and a black flag were 
sprinkled throughout the crowd of about 
150 who gathered. A man ready for the 
Tour came in, laughing~ pointing to a col­
umn in a Dallas paper 'headlined "Jay­
walking Is the First Step TQ_ Anarchy." 

~ 

Things soon got more serious as the 
youths began to pull together to go out on 
the Tour. A banner that had been 
prepared by a group of revolutionary 
Salvadoran proletarians in Houston and 
signed by over 30 immigrant proletarians 
in Dallas was brought in. The message on 
the banner went after the similarities be­
tween the two major American parties 
and said, in part, "Democrats = ex­
ploitation, hunger, missiles of peace, 
World War 3; Republicans = oppres­
sion, aggression, World War 3; the inter­
national proletariat is the base, the strug­
gle for revolution is the way." Someone 
spoke about the banner and how it had 
been taken out to a section of the people 
in Da llas that had been hit with over 
I, 100 immigration arrests and another 
cold-blooded police murder in the 
weekend before th e Convention. 
Another youth then spoke briefly of the 
purpose of the Tour: to expose and op­
pose the war-rela ted production of some 
major corporations with headquarters or 
offices in Dallas, and said that people 
should act as they saw fit. 

With a red flag at its head, the march 
started out of the park chanting "No 
rape, no plunder, USA six-feet under," 
and " Ronald Reagan, killer o f the hour, 
perfect example of U.S. power." Dallas 
corpora tions received at least $8.2 billion 
in war-related government spending last 
year, and just about any building 
downtown could have been targeted by 
the Tour. Stops along the tour targeted 
some of the larger corporate killers, in­
cluding the Dresser Corporat ion, which 
does a la rge part of its business with and 
in South Africa's racist apartheid state; 
LTV Vought, designer and developer of 
subma rine-launched cruise missiles; and 
Diamond Sha mrock, the ma nufacturers 
of Agent Orange. 

The false tranquility of the futuristic 
lobbies of these and other banks and cor­
porations was shattered a nd exposed 
when the Tour arrived. Youth leapt to 
their feet and spoke, PR brochures, bank 
forms, and pamphlets were torn up and 
tossed in the ai r, the outrages a nd plunder 
of U.S. imperialism were called out. 

Continued on page 6 
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Peru 

SUBSCRIBE! 

One Year-$30 (U.S., individual) 

One Vear-$40 (U.S., institutional) 
English Ed1t1on 
Spanish Edition 

3 months-$9 

write to: Box 3486. Merchandise Mart. Chicago. IL 60654 
Send inquiries regarding international rates c/o RCP Publications to the 
above address. 

Name 
Address 
City 

• 

State Zip --~----------
1 want to disVibute the Reva/11t1onary Worker, please send me information on bulk 

rates. I would lifce>tofeceive copies per week. 

Recently we received the following information from Peru: 

"We would like to let you know that on the 20th of July of this 
year professor Laura Zambrano Padilla, also known as 'Meche,' 
was detained. She is a great revolution~ry combatant and therefore 
we need to develop a campaign to save her life and against the cruel 
and savage tortures she is undergoing, since they are trying to 

1 

assassinate her just as Gastelu, the director of DIRCOTE (Direc­
torate against terrorism), has threatened to do. Therefore it 's 
necessary to denounce this incident. 

"Here we will be developing a campaign in defense of the 
political prisoners and to denounce the disappearances. Since the 
struggle has entered its highest level and likewise the repression, 
tortures and disa,ppearances have also increased. Once again they 
are committing massacres and the bodies are found in the hills and 
creeks. On the 25th of July, 80 National Guardsmen, known as 'the 
'Llapan atiq,' entered the prison in Callao where 84 women com­
batants are being detained and who have been violently mistreated. 
They stole from them anything of value and destroyed.the fest; they 
launched tear-gas canisters and brutally beat them, with sticks. As a 
result 12 of these comrades have been injured, they are: Delia Ta­
quiri, Elizabeth Romani, Dihla Ruit6n, Juana Cuyubamba, Jenny 
Rodriquez, Isabel Gonzales, Nancy Burga, Dora Munoz, Isabel 
Carhuantico, Aida Zaire, Lina Romero, and Marina Infanz6g. 
But overall the focus of the campaign of exposures should be pro­
fessor Laura Zambrano, known as 'Meche.' · 

"With revolutionary greetings, 
Your friends from Peru" 

We have received a report that leaflets titled "Save Meche" have 
appeared on the streets of Lima, the Peruvian capital, signed by the 
Communist Party of Peru (known in the press as Sendero 
Luminoso). 

Worldwide support for Meche's freedom is developing. In 
Europe, some supporters have begun sending telegrams addressed 
to Peruvian president Belaunde (Plaza de Armas, Lima), to the 
magazine Caretas (Jr. Camana 615-308, Lima), the magazine 
Equis (Jr. Soledad 416, 3° piso, Lince, Lima), other magazines, 
and to Peruvian embassies in Europe. 

In this country, the address of the Committee to Support the 
Revolution in Peru is: 2483 Hearst Ave., No. 225, Berkeley, CA 
94709. 0 

CONTACT THE Revolutionary Worker 
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL 60654 
IN YOUR AREA CALL OR WRITE: 

Calilomla: 
Los Angeles Area. c/o Revolution Books Outlet. 746 S Alvarado No. 7. Los Anqelcs. CA 90057 

(2131484 2907 
San Diego. P 0 Box 16033. San Diego. CA 92116 • 
San Francisco. cio Revolution Books. 1541 Grant Ave . San Francisco. CA 94 tJJ !<1151 7814989 

Dislrict o f Columbia: c/o Revolution Books. 2438 18th St NW. Wa5hington. DC 20009 1202) 265-1969 

Georgia: Clo Revolution Books Outlet. 859· 1/2 M.L Kang Dr Atlanta. GA 30314 (404) 577 4656 

Hawaii: c/o Rcvolu11on Books. 2648 South King St .. Honolulu. HI 96826 (808) 944·3106 

llllnola: cJO Revolution Books Outlet. 3449 N. Shelfleld. Chicago IL 60657 (312) 528·5353 

Kentucky: P O Bo~ 3005. C1ncinnat1, OH 45201 fJr call 1513) 281-4275 

Maryland: Revolutionary Worker. P 0 Box 1992 Ba1t1rnvrc. MD 2 1203 

Massachusetts: cio Revolution Books. I Arrow St .• Cambndge. MA 02138 1617) 492 5-143 

Michigan: Clo Revoluhon Books Oullet. 5744 Woodward Ave . De1ro1t. Ml 48202 (313! 872 2~ 

Missouri: P.0 Box 6013. SI LOUIS, M063139 

New YO!tt: 
Buffalo, Box 12 1. Elhcoll Station, Buffalo, NY 14205 
NYC & New Jersey: Clo Revolution Books, 138 Wesl 10th SI .. NY. NY 10014 (212) 691·3345 

Nor1h Caroline: P 0 . Box 11712. Durham. NC 277031919) 688·2879 
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The Games may be over, but the 
testimonials to their all-American glory 
continue. " Celebration" seems to be a 
popular buzz word, especia lly o f the fact. 
oft repeated, that the U.S. won more gold 
medals than any o ther nation has in a 
single Olympiad. "Spirit " is a nother one, 
as in the stirring Newsweek cover photo 
of five ecstatic gold-medalists (from you­
know-where) raising their fists in triumph 
beneath t he superimposed headline, 
"The Spirit Lives !" 

The great victory took place, of course, 
in the absence of the U.S. 's ma in com­
petitor. And so the U.S. teams swaggered 
and battered their way to success over 
weaker opponents who were entirely na­
tions of America's own bloc! It was a 
sports pogrom on their own allies. (Un­
doubtedly, some differences over this 
enabled the Ban the C ha uvinists Coali­
tion to break through the cracks a nd 
garner a significant amount of media at­
tention.) You can j ust imagine the 
chauvinist uproar if the Soviets had been 
there. 

The great victory is resoundingly 
hollow - but no inatter . The U.S. press 
well understa nds that there's nothing like 
a real bludgeon job like this one to inflate 
the American spirit. 

The delegates to the Republican Con­
vent ion understood, ac; well. T hey chim­
ed in with their own testimonial, in­
troducing some American gold-medal 
winners while the hall erupted in chants 
of " U-S-A! ". Significantly, there were a 
few other moments when that particula r 
battle cry was hea rd ringing from the 
rafters in Dallas - whenever a speaker 
mentioned the name " G renada." It 's no 
coincidence that the 1984 O lympics a nd 
Grenada are the calls to g lory of the New 
Patriotism. For they a re both just the 
kinds of operations that the doctors of 
the American psychology ordered -
where overwhelming advantages of size, 
strength and resources ca n be wielded to 
crush the outgunned opposition. 

Grenada and the G ames 

The similarit ies ~re indeed striking. In 
both cases rhe U.S. had the largest 
"team" by far - over 640 athletes and 
over 6000 troops "competing" (and in 
the latter case, there were a nother 14,000 
at the ready j ust in case they were 
needed). In both case<> the U.S. could 
pour on the high-technology; in the 
Olympics it was radically designed 

bicycles with wheels made out of a special 
alloy, advanced biomechanical training 
machines, fas t-speed, high-resolution 
cameras a nd computer a nalysis; in 
Grenada is was advanced bombers a nd 
warships, the latest in helicopter gunships 
and rapid-fire cannon, a nd more com­
puter analysis. In both cases, the U.S. 
used its " home court advantage" to the 
max; in the Olympics, it meant surround­
ing the visiting athletes with tens of thou­
sands of hysterical ya hoos screaming for 
the blood of the foreigners; in Grenada , 
coveniently in the U.S. 's " back yard," it 
meant surrounding Grenada with U.S. 
puppets like the Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States, the Organization of 
American States, and so forth , to ma ke 
sure that there would be no thing but sup­
port from the " neighbors" and no 
possibility of Grenada receiving .a ny 
material assistance. In bo th cases, it was 
just the way the bully likes it. 

Failure Syndrome 

But o h how the puffed-up a rroga nce of 
the American spirit disappears when the 
bully gets his ass kicked. In the real 
world, we can compare the Grenada 
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On The Use~ Of Cheap 
Victories: 

Grenada and 
the Olympics 

response to the one for Vietna m. That 
defeat, of course, summoned forth no 
crowds of euphoric cavemen, but it did 
result in countless instances o f u .s. of­
ficers with serious mental problems -
that is, those who didn't get fragged first 
- as the big, bad U.S. milita ry began to 
unravel before the eyes of the world. In 
the sports world, Team USA 's reactions 
to the agony of defeat are no less striking. 
Look a t the 1984 U.S. Olympic hockey 
team - the one that failed so miserably in 
Sarajevo. Instead of leading the patriotic 
charge as their predecessors had fou r 
years earlier, these players suffered from 
severe depression, with whispers of a 
" fear of failure" syndrome ta king over 
their psyches. Similar phenomena show­
ed up in Los Angeles; perhaps the most 
telling image was the picture o f dejection 
exhibited by the U.S. men's volleyball 
team as it got blown out by the Brazilian 
team in a preliminary match - a fter each 
point these Valley Boys stood around, 
s ta ring stra ight a head in s tunned 
disbelief. It seems that when it starts los­
ing, the American bully becomes a cry­
baby real quick. 

T his is what provides the necessary 

emotiona l uplift for the gloating gangs 
that sing "We Love It " across the Home 
of the Brave. This is how the U.S. ' s 
yahoo social base gets puffed up and 
ready to roll . But we are to ld over and 
again, the Olympics a nd Grenada a re d if­
ferent from those old, aw ful days . In­
deed, these cheap a nd easy victories, with 
the U.S. sweeping away the weaker 
obstacles in its path, a re the stuff the ~ew 
Patriotism is made of. There is nothing 
like a good pogrom to get the old juices 
flowing. 

The "grea tes t Games ever " to 
American eyes, just li ke Grenada before 
them, represent a n imperialist vision, one 
that is supposed to inspire the bullies, and 
all those they can drag a long with them, 
to new heights- a vision of a world where 
there is no thing but vastly weaker opposi­
tion to contend with, a world where 
bullies can run untra mmeled a nd the 
crybabies are always the other guys. It 's 
the perfect vision for all those being 
mobilized by the American Spirit - and 
being readied for the frontlines of World 
War 3 D 
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On the 
Death of 

Lenore Peters Job 

Lenore Job died on August 7, at the 
age of 94. Her life, which spanned so 
many great changes in the world, has 
been an inspiration to many who'Came in 
contact with her. She was a dancer, 
choreographer, teacher, writer, and 
rebel. Even close to her death she grappl­
ed to understand the world, new ideas, 
and was always impatient to, "get on 
with it" to do away with hypocrisy, im­
perialism, and war. 

her love of life. 
It is a rare accomplishment when some­

one of 94 remains so young in her views 
and actions towards changing the world. 
At 92, she decided it was time to check 
out The Clash at one of their local ap­
pearances. Shortly before her last illness 
s~e was reading a history of Peru along 
with the The Autobiography of Malcolm 
X. She always wanted to join those in the 
streets, espeCially the more rebellious. In 
a word, she was impatient. Lenore was 
always pleased to hear of new outbreaks 
and developments among revolutionary 
forces in this country, but would often 
ask with concern, "But where is your ar­
my?" , "Where will it come from?" 
Lenore did not hold onto the past.blindly, 
but lived in the present and dreams of a 
bright future. We would like lo extend 
our sympathies and warmes't regards to 
her family. 

Primarily Lenore was a teacher. 
Through dance, which she taught until 
her retirement at age 82, she unleashed in 
people their imagination and aspirations. 
The dances she choreographed and 
taught over her long career struggled to 
express new trends, the contradictions 
facing people in modern society, and the 
strength of those, particularly women, 
who challenged the roles imposed on 
them. To her students she imparted much 
of her sense of seeking something better 
in the world, her sense of movement, and 

Looking Back While 
$urging Forward 

The autobiography of Lenore Peters 
Job, looking Back While Surging For­
ward, was published this summer by 
Peters Wright Creative Dance. In the 
final chapter she speaks of the continuing 
process of political development and 
change in her life and outlook which con­
tinued until her death at 94: 

"Socialism was an ever-present idea\ in 
the background of my life. I was always 
greatly concerned over events such as Up­
t on Sinclair's being arrested for reading 
the Declaration of Independence in the 
streets of Detroit. Busy with my own life, 
I only nibbled at the edge of things but 
was greatly involved in the reaction to the 
Russian Revolution and gloried in 
reports we heard of the changes in the 
Russian peoples' lives. 

"We modern dancers were disap­
pointed in the ballet's being retained in all 
its splendor in Russia . Now that the 
Soviets have reverted lo capitalism, I 
realize that they did not quite renounce 
that great treasure of the realm of the 
Czar! 

"How different was the situation in 
China. The wonderful change from a 
country where the majority of the people 
lived and died in the most abject poverty 
- dead bodies in the streets was an or­
djnary sight, starvation common - while 
the other, the minority, wallowed in 
wealth, to a population of 700 million 
whete everybody had enough to eat. That 
was a "big leap forward," as Mao called 
it. 

"The Cultural Revolution, which is 
under the ax in the present regime, was a 
wonderful thing. Of course, the ruling 
class didn't like it. What did they care if 
the peasants starved and were denied the 
privilege of decent lives? 

"Can the effect of thirty years of 
socialist change be so erased? Mao 
himself wrote to Chiang Ching in 1966, 
speaking of the danger of a right wing 
coup in China and the fact that if this 
should happen, the genuine left could 
and should rise up and overthrow the 
right. He said, 'The right in power could 
utiJize my w9rds to become mighty for a 
while ... " This is what happened and is 
still happening now, like the pilgrim's 
progress, one step forward and two back. 

"It is hard for people to accept and 
hold to the broad morality of com­
munism as well as to its economic plan 
which is really the only solution to the 

world's problems now. With the modern 
scientific discoveries the billions of 
human beings that inhabit the earth can­
not go on killing each other and living 
degraded lives. The enormous extension 
of the means of communication shows 
them what life can be and they will con­
tinue to fight for it. They must, if the race 
is 10 survive. The multitudes are awaken­
ing, aroused, and many no longer go with 
bowed heads. 

"I observe these ardent young people 
working night and day, Sundays and 
holidays, sans pay, for a great cause. So 
great, in fact , that it is hard to persuade 
people that it is real. A morality so broad 
that it takes in the whole world. 

"When the Chinese were living in the 
new thought of Mao Tse-tung, some of it 
sank into the depths of my being. The 
idea of cooperation instead of competi­
tion, a step out of the "dog-eat-dog" 
snobbery that goes with "winner take 
a ll. " The idea that intellectuals must 
learn to work with their hands and 
laborers cultivate their brains to match 
the work of their hands is a tremendous 
leap forward in civilized living. 

''In observing the setness labor of these 
communists I am reminded of the early 
Christians during their struggles to " take 
over" spiritually, persuading the Romans 
that there was only one god instead of 
many. Two thousands years later the 
world is round and revolves around the 
sun each year, and the lone God is about 
to join the Olympians in the pages of 
mythology. 

"Clash! A successor to the Bea tles, 
another gift from England, was in San 
Francisco. Scheduled for a concer.t at the 
C ivic Auditorium Saturday, or maybe it 
was Sunday night. Judy and James were 
getting ready to go when I was suddenly 
seized with the desire to go too. It was a 
simple matter of sweater and sox, and a 
greenback to James. 

"Not a devotee of jazz or punk or 
whatever the current development is call­
ed, still I wanted to hear what they had to 
play and be one of the thousands who 
came to cheer. 

"Not minding the trouble of the wheel­
chair, James and Judy were glad I wanted 
to go. 

"After listening to the music for an 
hour I said to myself, ' It sounds like a cry 
from the damned trying to make the best 
of it. ' But I enjoyed the evening. In such 
numbers, youth was a pleasant novelty. 

t enore ... L 
ece~.,s- 'ob 

In my wheelchair I was a conspicuous 
figure. Though nobody paid any atten­
tion to the fact, 1 'm sure I was the only 92 
year old in the Civic Auditorium that 
night. 

"Suddenly I was conscious of the gen­
tle pressure of a man leaning over me who 
kissed my hand and told me he was from 
the band and more that I couldn't catch. 
Yes, he was from England. I caught that. 
He kissed my hand and was swallowed up 
by the crowd. 

"I got the message. The band was con­
scious of my unique presence in their au­
dience and wanted to acknowledge it. I 
would like to know exactly what he said 
but you can't have everything, can you?" 

looking Back While Surging Forward 
is available from the publishers: Peters 
Wright Creative Dance, Inc., 2695 
Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 
94115. It is available in paperback 
$12.95, and hardback at $25.00. 
Publisher will cover shipping on prepaid 
orders; otherwise shipping will be added 
to the invoice. (California residents must 
add appropriate sales tax. ) Discount 
schedule available. 0 
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In the July 13, 1984 issue of the 
Revolutionary Worker, we published an 
interview with Joe Strummer by DJ 
Miller Francis of the "Revolution Rock" 
show, WRFG, Atlanta. The interview 
was reprinted in the RW because we 
believe that given the role of The Clash, 
important political questions are involv­
ed for all revolutionaries and especially 
revolutionary artists. 

In our introduction to this interview, 
the RW said: 

''The Clash represented by far the best 
in practice of the left upsurge that occur­
red in Britain and the U.S. among artists 
during the late seventies to the early 
eighties. They were, first and foremost, a 
truly great rock band. They also unleash­
ed an advanced audience as no one else, 
with the exception of Bob Marley, had 
done for a decade or more. They had a 
tremendous impact on the struggle 
among artists, first and foremost the 
musicians. 

"Perhaps their greatest contribution 
was that they allied themselves openly 
with the left and they did so in a truly 
pathbreaking way. They were revolu­
tionaries, they said. 

"Around six months ago, Mick Jones, 
guitar player and co-writer with Joe 
Strummer of much of ihe band's 
material, was fired from the band. 
Regular RW. readers in the U.S. are no 
doubt aware of the/ act that all this occur­
red on a not too friendly basis, to say the 
least. 

"Our party wishes Joe Strummer and 
his "new" Clash well, and we also wish 
the same for Mick Jones. " 

This week we are printing a number of 
letters from our readers addressing some 
of the questions posed by the Clash 
break-up and the interview; and all 
revolutionaries, and especially revolu­
tionary artists, are encouraged to con­
tinue to correspond with the RW con­
cerning their views. Readers who missed 
that issue of the Revolutionary Worker 
and wish to join the debate can contact 
your local RW distributqr for a copy of 
the interview. • 

••••• 
RW: 

In the interview published in R W No. 
264, Joe Strummer raised a lot of issues 
related to the experience of The Clash 
and to the creation and popularization of 
revolutionary art in general. Many of the 
things he talked about are questions faced 
by a lot of artists trying to contribute to 
the.building of a better world. One aspect 
ofTh~~rash's music that Strummer now 
criticizes and calls "Cultural Imperial-
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Correspondence 011: 

ism" was their use of forms originating 
from different parts of the world, par­
ticularly from Jamaica. I disagree with 
Strummer's pres.em views on this, and I'll 
try to point out why. 

First of a ll, the term "Cultural Impe­
rialism," as it's used in the context of the 
interview, is a misnomer. Imperialism in­
volves the export of finance capital to, 
and the political domination of, the ma­
jority of the world's countries as the only 
means for the process of capital- ac­
cumulation to continue in the countries 
from where the finance capital is based 
and exported from. If made analogous or 
related to this, "Cultural Imperialism" 
would refer to the export of bourgeois 
culture from imperialist countries to op­
pressed nations with the effect of repress­
ing and stifling the development of na­
tional cultures, as part of the overall im­
perialist domination of oppressed na­
tions. What Strummer is actually refer­
ring to is the co-optation of artistic forms 
developed by the masses internationally. 
These forms are developed as a product 
of objective circumstances, and related to 
this, as a protest against imperialism and 
imperialist culture; while at the same time 
incorporating elements of forms 
developed by the masses in imperialist 
countries into pre-existing cultural tra­
ditions. The development of reggae, for 
example, has been influenced by rhythm­
and-blues and rock from the United 
States, as well as by forms from Africa 
and those from other Caribbean 
islands. The primary flow in the crossing 
of cultures during the imperialist era, 
however, has been from oppressed to im­
perialist countries. In the same way that 
millions of Black people were forced -to 
migrate from the rural South to the in­
dustrialized cities in the North as U.S. im­
perialism increased in strength interna­
tionally, imperialistic economic relations 
have forced the migration of millions 
from oppressed nations to the imperialist 
citadels. From the first example came the 
adoption of the blues by many white kids 
in the U.S., creating the basis for the 
development of rock 'n roll, while the 
migration from the Third World to im­
perialist countries has resulted in white 
proletarian youth in those countries tak­
ing up as their own the cultures of op­
pressed peoples forced to migrate there. 
The Clash were an expression of this in 
the superstructure. Their exploration of 
forms was not a gimmick, but a synthesis 
stimulated by opposition to imperialism, 
and as a reflection of political interna­
tionalism. Strummer's view that The 
Clash objectively assisted the bourgeoi­
sie's co-optation of these forms doesn't 
take into account the content of The 

Clash's songs, that they were a rtistic ex­
pressions of the w.orld outlook of the op- • 
pressed internationally, and that their use 
of different forms flowed from and gave 
added dimension to the political content 
of their songs. They hardly made reggae, 
or any other form they incorporated into 
their style, "safe." This is much different 
from, and objectively in opposition to, 
groups who appropriate these forms in 
connection with content that serves the 
rt;pression of oppressed people and cul­
tures. 

The music of The Clash was built on 
what the masses of the world had already 
created. By exploring and synthesizing 
various forms into their style, particular­
ly newly created ones where revolu­
tionary and anti-imperialist content 
found most frequent expression, The 
Clash were standing with the oppressed 
people of the world. This gave them acer­
tain freedom in creating and popularizing 
their music, as the only vital culture in im­
perialist countries exists in forms created 
and adopted by the masses. The material 
basis for this has been provided by im­
perialism, but taking up forms created by 
the oppressed worldwide as an expression 
of revolutionary internationalism is not 
"Cultural Imperialism." And in 
response to the accusation that The Clash 
were merely imitating reggae bands, or 
whatever, a listen to their songs brings 
out what they added to the forms they us­
ed and to the music scene as a whole -
their outlook and their creative energy. 

Strummer also seems to think that if 
white musicians stop playing in forms 
created by Blacks, then radio and video 
programming will change so that racial 
and cultura l considerations will be 
eliminated;is criteria for airtime. Neither 
The Clash nor The Police have had hits 
during the past year, but I'm still not 
hearing Big Youth or General Saint being 
played on the mainstream radio. The air­
space occupied by a Clash reggae song 
will not be replaced by a Jamaican tune, 
but more likely by Duran Duran's late.st 
or by Huey Lewis and the News. In fact, 
by playing in and popularizing different 
forms to a broad and varied audience, 
The Clash were contributing, in the long 

run, to the greater integration of cultures 
and the combating of racism in the socie­
ty, although this cannot begin to be truly 
accomplished in an all-round way until 
the proletariat seizes power. And the bot­
tom line is.that The Clash were conscious­
ly waging battle in the music scene on 
behalf -of the international masses, and 
their use of forms developed interna­
tionally was totally consistent with the 
content of their songs. The Clash remain­
ed truer to the roots of forms createa by 
Blacks than many Black artists whose art 
is in the service of the bourgeoisie, such as 
Lionel Richie, do themselves. 

Strummer's current views on questions 
relating to form in art, as well as on other 
issues discussed in the interview, may par­
tially be developing in response to attacks 
from different sides, as well as from the 
changes and intensification of contradic­
tions in the world and in the music scene 
during the past few years. Many of these 
attacks were unleashed following the 
release of Sandinista!, ·where The Clash's 
internationalism, in form and content, 
blossomed to an extent unparalleled in 
the history of rock 'n roll. It is difficult 
for an artist not to be affected by an 
assault as multi-dimensional as the one 
delivered against The Clash, but it is pa r­
ticularly in circumstances like these that it 
is essential for artists to more firmly base 
themselves upon and with the people that 
their art serves, both in their audience as 
well as in a broader sense. Not doing so 
can only lead to disorii!ntation. It is im­
portant for the questions involved in the 
creation and popularization of revolu­
tionary art to be understood by artists as 
well as by others, because the class strug­
gle exists in all arenas, including culture, 
and because the transformation of art 
and culture are part of, and act upon, the 
transformation of the world. 

Musician in New York 

••••• 
Dear RW, 

After reading the article/interview 
with The Clash, I would like to offer my 

Continued on page 10 
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Soon someone would loudly start a 
countdown - six, five, four, three, two, 
one. With the beginning of these count­
downs, panic-stricken looks inevitably 
became the expression of some of the 
onlookers, who scurried to avoid 
whatever it was that was happening. 

Many of the marchers were dressed in typi­
cal punk rock garb-tattered T-shirts , 
emblazoned with avante-garde slogans, 
faded shorts and torn tennis shoes. They 
wore their hair either completely or partly 
shaved, some in Mowhawk styles .... 
"They looked aw/ ul, "said a well-dressed 
woman carrying parcels from a nearby 
shop. One of her daughters agreed, "Hor­
rible . ... " After charging across the 
skyway to the Sheraton-Dallas Hotel and 
tearing down a banner welcoming the 
Arizona Republican delegation, the 

_ demonstrators suddenly changed course 
and entered Neiman-Marcus. Demonstra­
tors chanted, "Eat the rich, feed the 
poor," and "let 's Go Shopping!" 

Los Angeles Times 
August 23, 1984 

The unacceptable politics of this rally 
were made clear even to the most obtuse 
of observers. In the Republic National 
Bank a revolutionary youth spoke on 
how the imperialists are preparing for 
nuclear world war, and the proletariat 
and other forces are preparing for revolu­
tion. Then a countdown began, and a die­
in was staged. One youth leapt to his feet 
and yelled "I'm the only one who surviv­
ed the bomb! Now I can rule the world!" 
Whooping demonstrators leapt to their 
feet, chanting "Reagan, Mondale, Same 
Old Shit," and "We Don't Want In, We 
Want Out, War Is What This System's 
About." 

As the march hit the Bank of America, 
a youth held up the War Chest Tour leaf­
let and yelled to the assembled bankers 
and their customers, "Get your informa­
tion here, get your information on the 
fascist state right here. Learn about the 

- blood on your hands." Shouting "Red, 
white and blue we shit on you," the youth 
poured out of the bank. Here, as 
eve~here the Tour went, some spray­
painted messages were left behind on the 
large glass fronts and the sidewalks of the 
corporations, such as circled "A's,'' 
"Sendero Luminoso," "War Chest 
Site." These were cited as "obscenities" 
by the press. 

From the beginning, cops on foot and 
in cars had been in a frenzy trying to 

• maneuver themselves into position for a 

bust, but the quick pace, the hit-and-run 
mobile tactics of the youth, left them in 
disarray. As the Dallas Times-Herald put 
it on Thursday, "Dallas police were sur­
prised by the frenzied pace and aggressive 
tactics of the roving bands." 

Downtown Dallas was draped in 
American flags for the Convention, most 
of them inside store and business window 
displays. But the youth reversed direc­
tion, and took a quick turn down St. Paul 
Street and came upon several on poles 
planted in the sidewalk. They were quick­
ly dispensed with, the poles twisted over 
and the flags removed, and the Tour 
headed on for the locked-in Dallas Power 
and Light Company which is building the 

·largest nuclear power plant in the U.S. 
Then it was on to City Hall, where a 

squadron of pigs was lined up in front of 
the entrance. The youth gathered in a 
knot in front of the building while a 
young woman spoke. Suddenly they 
burst apart, chanting and shouting. The 
beautiful sight of a burning American 
flag remained where they had been, at the 
very feet of the pork . 

As the flag was reduced almost totally to 
ashes, Daniel E. Walker, who works/or 
the Army Corps of Engineers happened 
by, picked up the still smoldering rem­
nants and an unburned fragment of the 
flag, and wrapped them in the nearest 
thing he could find-a copy of the 
Revolutionary Worker, a newspaper of 
the Revolutionary Communist Party. 
"It 's the first time I 've ever seen an 
American flag burned," said Walker of 
Fort Worth who said he served in the 
Korean War. "Somebody had to pick it 
up. I didn't want somebody to pick it up 
with a broom and throw it away . ... " 

Los Angeles limes 
August 23, 1984 

People jumped in the pool in front of 
City Hall to cool off, and now the 
assembled cops were able to position 
themselves for an assault. Several hun­
dred riot-equipped cops Q'IOVed quickly 
to seal off the area, which is adjacent to 
the Convention Center, and a tense 
standoff ensued for several hours. The 
cops let no one in or out of the area they 
had blockaded, and finally brought off a 
police bust and began hauling people 
away one by one, arresting about 100 
people. 

The youth remained defiant through­
out. A leaflet by the RCYB had called on 
people to "struggle in the spirit of the 
whole world is watching," and this War· 
Chest Tour was emphatically in unity 
with the oppressed of the world. Dif­
ferent youths stood up to make their 
stand clear as they were being led off. 
''They want us to repudiate what we did 
today on the streets of Dallas, we say no 
way. We're standing with millions 

As the overworked cameras of media 
extravaganza cut away from Los Angeles 
to Dallas last week, the transition ap­
peared seamless. It was as if .the same 
roaring reactionaries, bursting with the 
same mindless belligerence, !lad been 
electronically teleported to a new arena. 
And when "U-S-A!" chants actually did 
greet some flesh-and-blood Olympians at 
the podium it seemed quite natural. 
Although the focus of their bellowing 
was now "partisan politics," rather than 
sports, the message was the same: time 
has come for an unapologetic worship of 
everything American, and especially for 
the forceful reassertion of that arrogance­
over the globe. 

Two-thousand-odd foaming conser­
vatives were carted in to repeat the of­
ficial line in hundreds of informal inter­
views. Nothing was wrong with America 
they chorused, once the stain of self­
doubt and defeatism was banished; 
America now stands "proud." The turn­
ing point, four years ago in 1980 with the 
election of RoRald Reagan, had been, in 
the words of Jeane Kirkpatrick, "a re­
affirmation of confidence in the 
American experience, confidence in the 
legitimacy and success of American in­
stitutions ... confidence in the relevance 
of our experience to the rest of the 
world." In short, it is now gospel again 
that American subjugation of peoples is 
fine and for their own good. 

Speaker after speaker hung out the red 
meat of military confrontation. "Go for 
the gold!" and " Do it for the Gipper!" 
have instantly become more than athletic 
slogans - they concentrate nothing less 
than preparedness to ' '.go down for the 
big one," to fight, kill and die for the 
greater glory of America. Every reaction­
ary American action was upheld, and the 
delegates roared approval for every bit of 
it; from the praise of Harry Truman, 
father of the first atomic bombing, to the 

An Ame 
promises to never abandon "the Contras 
in the hills of Nicaragua," to "the libera­
tion of Grenada." It was a week-long .t 
chauvinism/ix. 

No one should, and scarcely could, 
miss exa\:tly which war is being openly 
called and prepared for. Reagan himself 
had set the terms with precision in his pre­
Convention remarks about starting the 
bombing "in five minutes." Day after 
day that opening theme of world war be­
tween blocs was endorsed and elaborated 
- starting with Reagan's own pointed 
repeat of the "joke" a few days later. The 
media also carefully reported the out­
cropping of signs along his Midwestern 
campaign route crowing "Outla w 
Russia!" and " We love your jokes!" 

On August 17, the Presidential "quip" 
became a f.ormal one, when, at a White 
House luncheon, Reagan insisted that the 
U.S. does·not accept the present division 
of Europe. " Our policies toward Poland 
and other captive nations," he said, "are 
based on a set of well-established prin­
ciples. First, let me state emphatically, we 
reject any interpretation of the Yalta 
Agreement that suggests American con­
sent for the division of Europe into 
spheres of influence." Days later the 
point was thrust into the political arena 
again by Secretary of State Shultz, speak-. 
ing at the convention of Veterans of 
Foreign Wars: "We will never accept the 

throughout the world, and we aren't go­
ing to be cannonfodder for either the 
Republicans or the Democrats. What we 
need is world revolution, not world war." 

ecuted a political piercing of the war­
mongering preparations emanating from 
Dallas. 

Shortly before the Tour hit City Hall 
one youth said to this reporter, "We took 
the offensive today. They've got cops 
everywhere, but still we took the offen­
sive. This should show people they aren't 
all-powerful." The War Chest Tour was 
truly a bold plan that very successfully ex-

***** 
The Republican National Convention 

was painstakingly scripted down to the 
last detail. The .collection of war horses 
on the official stage briskly went through 
their paces before a cheering, flagwaving 
claque of Wayne Newton and Anita 



·can Fix 

idea of a divided Europe.'' He added that 
military strength is key to diplomatic 
negotiations and that "the tide of history 
is with us." 

Raising Yalta, the agreement that 
es1ablished the divisions of post-World 
War 2 Europe, now in 1984 is hardly in­
tended 10 re-raise a ncient controversies in 
diplomatic history (as it was portrayed by 
the New York Times, for example). It is 
nothing less than a declaration that the 
present division of the world has become 
into lerable to U.S. imperialism. And to 
specifically declare "open season" on the 
heartland of the Soviet empire, Eastern 
Europe, is to create public opinion for an 
invading thrust across Centra l Europe 
toward the Soviet Union itself. These 
were remarks every ·bit as blatant as the 
"joke" about outlawing Russia forever 
- and 1hey were put out without any 
pretense at humor. 

At the Convention itself, Jeane Kirk­
patrick picked up this same drumbeat of 
world war from a different angle, 
scratching a global line in the dirt vis-a-vis 
the Soviet bloc. No major strategic loss 
was acceptable, she insisted, if the United 
States was to "remain a n open, 
democra1ic society .. .. "The th!n red line 
she carefully drew sta rted in Europe, and 
stretched through Israel to the Philip­
pines, and on to Japan, and back around 
the globe to Central America. She leveled 

Bryant clones. 
Following the charge led by Walter 

"valium" Mondale and Geraldine "law 
and order" Ferraro at the Democratic 
Convention in San Francisco to firmly 
establish the desire and ability of the 
Democrats to lead the way to World War 
3, the Republicans came out swinging. 
This was not intended to be •a sedative. 
This was an injection of amphetamines 
into mainline U.S.A., a massive dose 

the charge- that the American mainland 
itself is under direct military threat from 
forward Soviet bases in Cuba "that per­
mit Soviet nuclear submarines to roam 
our coasts, that permit planes to fly 
reconnaissance missions over the eastern 
United States, and that permit Soviet 
electronic surveillance to mon\tor our 
telephone calls and our telegrams." This 
is the stuff that can be counted on to get 
the patriots' blood boiling. 

Perhaps nothing made the central 
theme of the Convention more clear than 
did the ascension of Barry Goldwater to 
the podium after twenty years in the 
political shadows. Clearly in 1984 the 
times had caught up with Goldwater. To 
thunderous ovation he opened with his 
1964 battle cry, "Extremism in defense of 
liberty is no vice!" and built up to a call 
for the willingness to "sacrifice, struggle 
and die for the ideal of liberty. " In a 
follow-up interview on TV he continued 
explicitly: " Some people would say 
'what's wrong with saying you're going 
to bomb the Soviet Union?' They wanna 
bomb us." 

The pretense of this prewar war rally in 
Dallas was, let's remember, partisan 
politics. All sides echo Reagan's claim 
that the two bourgeois tickets present 
" the clearest political choice in half a cen­
tury." So it can be legitimately asked: 
where exactly is this head-to-head con­
frontalion? This week, while the leader­
ship of the Republicans proclaimed more 
openly than ever before its intent to chart 
a c~rse directly to global nuclear war, 
the leaders of the Democrats muddled 
around in the world of budget deficits, 
the problems of Iowa farmers, and its 
own internal campaign problems. To 
listen to Mondale, Reagan's series of 
belligerent challenges to the Soviet Union 

· Continued on page 8 

designed to quicken the march toward 
Ground Zero. A Dallas reporter partially 
hit the mood when he approvingly noted 
"everything is booming but the gun." If 
he had added nukes, it would have been 
complete. 

The sideshows enacted to complement 
this drama were intended to be equally 
orchestrated and equally constrained by 
the exigencies of an empire preparing for 
war. A menagerie of one of the largest 
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ensembles of reactionaries since John 
Wayne's funeral, rallying "pro Reagan"; 
and a humble collection of just-plain­
folks , demonstrating "anti Reagan." On 
one side slither about the likes of "The 
World Association of Iranian Monar­
chist Studenis" and "Concerned Chris­
tians for Reagan"; the loyal opposition 
countered by fanning throughout Dallas 
neighborhoods registering voters, and· 
gathering together occasionally to vow 
they were "not gonna take it anymore." 

Monday: ACORN (the Assoc::iation of 
Community Organizations for Reform 
Now), which had bused in people from 
numerous states for the weekend and had 
set up a tent city near the Trinity River, 
broke camps. Their plans all along were 
to carry out voter registration chat would, 
in the words of the Guardian, 
''demonstrate the grassroots strength and 
political power of the victims of the 
Reagan administration." It was well 
known that they intended to leave exactly 
as the Republican Convention began, but 
still their pulling out was seized on by 
media pundits to proclaim the failure and 
impotence of any effort to fight or derail 
the imperial juggernaut. A feature article 
in the Dallas Times-Herald on Tuesday 
morning proclaimed that, "Whatever 
else this Republican Convention proves 
to be, it can be said to mark the end of the 
age of political protest." 

What these bourgeois hacks continue 
to cover up is that a politics that goes far 
beyond mere protest is being taken up, 
and taken out to the streets for political 
battle by an important section of youth. 
Even as the loyal left proceeded to the 
Convention Center on Monday morning, 
with their wheelbarrows of voter regis1ra­
tion cards in tow, the stirrings of an 
altogether different type of activity were 
felt . A contingent of RCYBers in the 
march, in town only a few hours, began 
chanting, ~·Heads They Win, Tails You 
Lose, Glad We Got The Right to 
C hoose,'' and some nearby youths joined 
in. A small group of youths from Austin 
broke into singing The Internationale. 
These forces linked up and set out 
throughout downtown Dallas, distribu­
ting revolutionary literature to the youths 
lining the street. It was an important 
beginning in piercing 1hrough the bour­
geois reformism that had, thus far, dom­
inated the proceedings. 

Later, a group of about 40 youths 
stayed up well into the night Monday, 
wra ngling over the politics a nd tactics of 
further tearing the political struggle in 
Dallas out of the deadly realm of 
"Reaganism vs. Anti-Reaganism," and 
mounting a political battle that targets 
the entire imperialist setup, including the 
elections. Revolutionary communists, 
a narchists, Yippies and others without as 
clearly delineated a political philosophy 

took part in this discussion. There were 
some who were veterans of the 
demonstration at the Democratic Con­
vention in San Francisco, ·and the Olym­
pics in L.A., and others for whom this 
was their first political activity , 
Some-the Yippies in particular-were 
part of the Freeze Reagan-Bush Coalition 
which was endorsed by various feminist 
and anti-nuke groups around 1he country 
and which had put out an "action calen­
dar" including a call for the War Chest 
Tour. The approach to this discussion 
was .serious. People were s1ruggling to 
find the ways to expose and hit at the war 
preparations of the U.S., while retaining 
the flexibility to develop and change these 
plans as the overall situation in Dallas 
and the world developed. 

***** 

The officially designated protest area 
in Dallas was designed to be urider the 
gun. It was in a large, fenced-in parking 
lot. . All the surrounding buildings were 
government buildings, and they were 
alwa~s packed with cops of all types con­
stantly monitoring and photographing 
the events below. Dayt ime events in this 
enclosure were mercilessly subjected to 
the grueling August heat , as the 
temperatures got as high as 100°. A 
menacing assembly of foot and mounted 
police was stationed nearby in la rge 
numbers on the Convention Center 
grounds, and obvious plainclothes pigs 

· gathered in knots in the crowd. 
The "official protests" were feebly 

subservient throughout, precisely as an­
ticipated . Political subservience to the 
enslaving electoral lie o f bourgeois 
democracy was the point here. In a series 
of very boring rallies, in the tired drone of 
their chanting, in their efforts on August 
19th to have the "country's largest single­
day voter registration drive," the theme 
to their every activity was as monoton­
ously stultifying as it is politically 
poisonous - "dump Reagan." The red, 
white and blue spirit infusing these "pro­
tests" was captured well by a speaker at 
Monday's rally at the Convention 
Center. "The Alliance for Justice has 
mobilized me, they've registered me to 
vote." The overriding fact of imminent 
world war looms closer than ever, the 
crudest jingoism is the currency, a nd as 
the bloated reaction gets puffed up and 
encourages the reactionary social base of 
imperialism to swagger in their war dance 
on prime time, nationwide TV, the' 'left'' 
is offering - "anti-Reaganism. " Per­
petuating the idea that the madness of im­
perialism can be voted away is always an 
absurdity; the way some of these forces 
on the "left" are doing it now amounts to 
aiding and abetting in imperialism's most 

Continued on page 8 
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American 
Fix 
Continued from page 7 

wasn't in the least bit concroversial. ... 
Ferraro, momentarily freed from the 

snarls of financial exposures, announced 
that she was back on the campaign trail , 
"back to the real issues." And what were 
these real issues? On a quick trip to New 
York, she embraced the American 
Federation of Teachers leader Albert 
Shanker, nocorious for his Zionist and 
racist policies, and used the podium to 
hammer home her theme of .. . the need 
to raise taxes. 

This is the perfect responsible opposi­
tion! While the Democrats cannot 
disagree on the critical issue of confront­
ing the Soviets, they can snipe at lesser 
prob1cms and raise certain bread-and­
buuer issues. Is it any wonder that 
Reagan. in his acceptance speech, can 
heap praise on Democrats past, like 
Truman, Humphrey and Scoop Jackson? 

Meanwhile, the Republicans wound up 
their show with the coronation of Reagan 
himself. In a speech that plucked every 
harp string of µatriotiL symbolism, and 
featured a few required phrases abqut 
striving for world peace, what really got 
the faithfu l worked up was Reagan's 
declaration that " not an inch of soil has 
been lost to the Communists" during his 
term. 

A slick package has been worked up to 
sell Reagan. This is a simple man, not 
burdened by intelligence. But one who 
will stubbornly trust in America and, 
especially, one who will lead it Lo conquer 
its enemy. It is a fine role model for a ll 
those who will be asked to die for im­
perialism. ll 

The Other 
Side 
Continued from page 7 

monstrous of crimes. 
An organizer for the official Dallas 

" protest" put it this way. "We're just 
Joe Average citizen in our concern for the 
direction America is taking," and com­
mon liberals have the nerve to wonder, 
"How could the German people have 
allowed such things to happen . . . . '' 

***** 

Tuesday night at the protest ghetto was 
not Joe Average's night. Things began 
when a .rowdy group of youths con­
fronted the ex-SA V AK agents and other 
butchers from Iran who choose to align 
themselves with Iran's dead and deposed 
monarch, who had been coming on buses 
for their repulsive assembly every day. 
An RCYB member spoke, exposing the 
links between the prewar re-coronation 
of Ronald Reagan and these masters of 
death and torture who piously claimed 
that "constitutiona1 monarchy is the only 
answer to bring stability to the Gulf." 
When the agitation would stop for a mo­
ment, chants of " Death to Khomeini, 
Death to the Shah" and " Down With 
U.S. Peacekeeping In the Persian Gulf" 
were taken up. The ex-generals and 
SA V AK agents shot back with a 
devastating "Shame on you," feeling 
secure behind the rows of wooden horses, 
Guardian Angels and Dallas police there 
to protect them. 

Tuesday night was also "Rock Against 
Reagan." Many of the performers, and 
certainly much of the audience that even­
tually swelled to several thousand, clearly 
felt that there was more than Reagan to 
rock against, though opinions on what 
that meant were quite varied. A Dallas 
group called "Chu rch of the 
Sub-Genius" satirized Mondale and 
Reagan, and one of their members, an or­
dinary looking fellow who introduced 

himself as the Church Reverend from Lit­
tle Rock, mockingly preached that " Peo­
ple call me a reactionary, and it 's true, I 
react so bad that my blood will now in the 
streets everytime I see a communist or 
anarchist burning the American flag -
and l 'm not able to join them. l get mad 
when l hear of people wh9 are attacking 
this country, and I'm not a part of it." · 

Throughout the night more youth kept 
pouring in, many from Dallas, many 
coming from places such as Baton Rouge 
and Austin, and as far away as Wisconsin 
and Washington state. Black youths 
from Dallas were also coming in to check 
out the proceedings in fairly substantial 
numbers. Several of them were still in 
their McDonald's or Jack In The Box 
uniforms, and one of these youths was 
heard to say "I don't give a damn if I do 
lose my job, I'm checking this out." 

Events took a turn toward the surreal 
when a parade of about 500 incense- and 
candle-burning Moonies made their way 
past the crowd. They were jeered and 
taunted by youths, who shouted things 
.like "Don't call me brainwashed. Some­
one scrubbed your brain till there's 
nothing left." Soon after the zombies 
paraded by in a procession that appeared 
to be set in 800 A.O., a reggae band called 
Moja ·Nya was hitting the stage with a 
song called "Rise Up." 

During the course of the evening, quite 
a few Reagan supporters meandered 
through the crowd. Some were terrified 
delegates who had taken a wrong turn 
somewhere, others were arrogant 
Y AFers (Young Am~ricans For 
Freedom) in blue blazers who came to 
scoff. Few, however, were so accom­
modating as the trio of rednecks who 
ambled in at the end of the Moja Nya set. 
They were all carrying cardboard 
placards with "Reagan/Bush" on one 
side and an American nag on the other. 
Easily available, highly combustible 
nags! The fun started when a neatly 
dressed young woman politely asked one 
of the cowboys for a placard. He com­
plied, and, holding with the flag side right 
in his face, she tore it to shreds. Very 
shortly afterwards, flagburning cere­
monies were taking place at a half-dozen 
locations in the parking lot. One of these 
was saved however. Near the end of the 
night a youth took the stage to announce 
Wednesday's War C hest Tour. Referring 
to a previous incident at the camping area, 

I really 
meant it. 

he said that a friend of his had been ar­
rested for " desecrating a venerated 
object" - shredding a flag. He pointed 
out that the people in the Convention 
Center were responsible for the death of 
millions, and plotting the death of millions 
more, but that is not a crime. Disrespect 
for the objects that sanctify that slaughter 
is a crime. He then boldly tore the flag to 
pieces, tossed the pieces to the crowd, and 
".<llled on evc:ryonc; to be at the War Chest 
Tour the next day. 

***** 

The police made an effort to keep those 
they had arrested in jail through Thurs­
day, the night of Reagan's re-coronation 
by the Republicans. It was a clear case of 
"preventative detention" - even the 
charges and bail people were being hit 
with were in many cases not disclosed un­
til well into Thursday. The people re­
maining in Tent City were subjected to 
constant surveillance and harassment, 
and were often followed around by 
squads of pigs in full riot gear. One of the 
pigs threatened a youth, vowing that 
"yesterday was your day - today is our 
day." 

The authorities in Dallas and beyond 
were stunned by the political straight-arm 
the youth had delivered. All the various 
media hacks in Dallas tried to outdo each 
other in slandering the War Chest Tour 
and the youth , portraying Wednesday's 
actions as "mindless violence." Quite the 
opposite was the truth, however. It was 
precisely the political consciousness 
manifested in the Tour, and the con­
sciousness of the youth who had waged a 
determined struggle to launch actions 
that targeted the war moves of U.S. im­
perialism and its two principal political 
parties, that was causing such consterna­
tion among the respectable guards of im­
perial order. 

While so many of the youth were in 
jail, some of the small group remaining 
thrashed out the most appropriate way to 
conclude the Republican Convention. 
For these youth, it was definitely a ques­
tion of rising to the occasion in the face of 
counterrevolutionary attacks and 
persevering to make new advances. Some 
focused their attention on getting jailed 
friends and comrades back on the streets 
so they could be part of what the "action 
calendar," put out by the Freeze Reagan­
Bush Coalition, called "our surprise 

finale. " Others put the finishing touches 
on the preparation of that finale. 

By 9:30 Thursday night most of the ac­
tivity in the "special event area," or 
"protest ghetto," had ended. The strug­
gle mounted by the rebel youth in Dallas 
was not yet complete, though . A youth 
read a statement. It said, in part , " We'd 
like to announce the final Olympic event, 
which should have been held in L.A., but 
they missed it. It's the Olympic "missile" 
toss. Since this Convention is definitely 
continuing along the same lines as the 
Olympics, we are going to follow the lead 
of the President. We are pleased to an­
nounce to the people of the world that we 
are going to declare imperialism illegal, at 
which point we will commence the Olym­
pic 'missile' toss .!' 

Two young women punks from Dallas 
came running up to this reporter . 
" Where's the ' missile' toss?" one asked. 
" I had to work during the march yester­
day, and I'm not going to miss this.'' In­
side the "special event area," about a 
dozen red , white and blue mock 
warheads were in position on a truck plat­
form. At 10 p.m., as a crowd of about 
200 gathered, the youths flexed their 
muscles and got ready for the toss. A 
countdown began. A young punk 
shouted ''Nuclear war is hereby declared! 
You are illegal!" To the yells and ap­
plause of the audience, the papier-mache 
"missiles" arched over the fence built to 
keep out the youth, and rained down in­
side the Convention Center grounds 
where the Republicans were cheering 
Reagan's speech. 

In the face of the massive and ugly 
display of police force gathered in Dallas, 
in the teeth of the chauvinist frenzy whip­
ped up inside and outside the Convention 
Center, this night and the day before cer­
tainly did not "belong to the police," or 
the imperialists they serve. These days of 
revolutionary political battle were fought 
for, and in unity with: theproletariat and 
oppressed oft he world . 0 

CORRECTION 
In last week's R W, in the article on page 6 

entitled " Proletarians March." there was a 
transcription error in the first paragraph of the 
article. The phrase in Spanish for " Uncle 
Alligator" should read: "Tio Caiman." 



Over the last several years, one 
outrageous incident after another has 
come out revealing the policies and very 
concrete practices of the LAPD - and 
other L.A. area police agencies -
towards women. A very cursory listing 
would have to include: the recent scandal 
in the LAPD Hollvwood Division con­
cerning the participation of on-duty of­
ficers in " sex parties" since at least 1980 
(including one in the parking lot of the 
John Anson Ford theater); the firing of 
four Signal Hill cops following allega­
tions of their having sex with a teenage 
Explorer Scout; the trial, acquittal, 
retrial and conviction of a California 
Highway Patrol officer for the rape and 
murder of· a woman motorist along a 
desolate stretch of highway; and last 
summer's arrest of two LAPD Devon­
shire Division cops - who were later 
revealed to be running a prostitution ring 
- as they were about to drug, abduct and 
torture to death a North Hollywood 
woman in order to collect on the$100,000 
life insurance policy they'd taken out on 
her. So in light of all this, it's hardly sur­
prising that the authorities have been so 
desperate to keep Patricia Franklin from 
telJing the nightmarish story she revealed 
at an August 16 press conference in L.A. 

Franklin, a Black woman who was 
Y.'orking as a nurse's aide at the time, had 
been waiting for a bus at the comer of 
Figueroa and Florence on the evening of 
November l, 1978, when an LAPD 

• black-and-white unit pulled up and de­
manded her ID. She didn't have any, and 
the cops told her to get in the car. When 
she started to comply, she was pushed in­
to the back seat and blindfolded. One pig 
forced himself on her while his partner 
drove them to a house. "You're right on 
time," a male voice greeted them when 
they arrived. "Always am," one of her 
abductors replied. Then, for the next 
eight hours, she was repeatedly raped and 
sexually abused by at least four men. 
When the attack was over she was warned 
not to tell anyone, or "they'd kill my 
children and ... they'd kill me." They 
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The Ordeal of 
Patricia Franklin 

then dumped her on a freeway off-ramp 
::.... in a state of shock - to wander 
aimlessly for hours in the middle of the 
night. 

That was just the start of Patricia 
Franklin's nightmare. The very next day, 
shortly after she and her lawyer Lenita 
Gibson reported the kidnapping and 
repeated assaults, LAPD Commander 
Booth said that a police investigation has 
already "totally and thoroughly 
eliminated officer Norman Nelson (the 
only assailant Franklin was able to iden­
tify because of being blindfolded - R W) 
as having anything to do with Patricia 
Franklin." After the recent August 16 
press conference, LAPD spokesperson 
Lt. Cooke said that Booth's original 
statement still stands. In fact, the August 
17 issue of the Herald Examiner reported 
that Franklin has "thus far been unable 
to convince officials that she was 
molested." This despite the fact that 
Franklin had gone to a Torrance hospital 
the same morning she was dumped off by 
the LAPD pigs and was given a medical 
examination at the hospital as well as be­
ing interviewed by Torrance police. 

Contrary to the above police 
statements, an ACLU staff attorney who 
is working on the case has said that an in­
itial LAPD Internal Affairs investigation 
had narrowed the suspects to eight of­
ficers, including Nelson. Then the in­
vestigation was dropped and the cop who 
had begun the investigation was transfer­
red out of Internal Affairs. Franklin and 
her attorney Gibson charged that the 

police department obstructed the internal 
investigation and covered up the rapes so 
that no criminal trial would ensue - and, 
of course, none ever did. Now, the statute 
of limitations has passed. Thus, despite 
evidence identifying and proving the guilt 
of Nelson and his partner being brought 
to light, no criminal charges will be 
brought against them. 

Patricia Franklin's only legal recourse, 
then, was to file a civil suit against the 
police. The authorities have moved to 
stop the civil suit as well through an ongo­
ing campaign of threat and terror which 
has been waged against Franklin in an at­
tempt to silence her. Objects have been 
thrown through the windows of her at­
torney's home on two occasions, and 
Franklin herself was stopped by cops on 
her w'ay to the store and told she'd never 
make it to court just a couple of days 
before her court date in a civil suit against 
the police. The continued threats and at­
tacks have forced her to live virtually in 
hiding, moving from family to family -in 
fear of police retaliation, for the last five 
and one half years. She was late getting to 
the press conference, in fact, because she 
had to pass a group of L.A. police cars to 
get to the ACLU office where the con­
ference was held. 

But despite all this, Patricia Franklin 
has refused to remain silent. A civil trial 
suing Nelson, the three unidentified at­
tackers and the Los Angeles Police 
Department resulted in a hung jury on 
May 1st; a second trial is set to begin 
November 5. 

That a woman would persist, despite 
such threats and suffering, in her at­
~mpts to expose these crimes has as­
tounded more rhan just the L.A. pigs. 
The press conference was well attended 
by reporters (though the Herald Ex­
aminer and the Spanish language La 
Opinion were the only newspapers to 
print stories on it), and a pretty consistent 
response to her tales of terror were, 
"Why do you persist in this trial?" "Why 
do you insist on going on with this?•• and, 
from Channel 7 TV, "Who convinced 
you or forced you to come forward?" 
You could almost hear them asking, 
_haven't you learned your lesson yet? 

Her lawyer responded to this saying 
that she advised her to come forward 
because she and her children would be in 
less danger if the public understood what 
was happening. "She's in daitger and the 
danger didn't start with this press con­
ference . The danger started the day tha't 
she made'the decision back in November 
1978 that she was not going to allow men 
to pick her up on the street and do the ter­
rible things they did to her without re­
porting it, because she has daughters ... . 
I am a woman too and I am grateful that 
Patricia Franklin has had the nerve and 
the strength to come forward." 

Before this incident, Franklin said that 
she had always looked upon the police as 
protectors ~ in fact, she clearly remem­
bers looking at the words "To Protect 
and to Serve" emblazoned on the side of 
the police cruiser before she decided to 
obey the cops' order to get into the car. 
But Franklin's subsequent experiences, 
so like that of countless other women at 
the hands of imperialist ''peacekeepers,'' 
serves to reveal the vicious social relations 
the proud bearers of that motto do indeed 
protect and serve. How revealing it is that 
Patricia Franklin could remember her 
nightmare beginning with LAPD officer 
Nelson, a Black cop, telling her, a Black 
woman, "Do what your people do best" 
as he assaulted her in the back sea:t of his 
car. 0 

The Well·Aimed Wit of Daley Thompson 
In Shakespeare's King Lear, it is the 

character of the Fool who, as court jester, 
displays the firmest grasp on reality. Us­
ing an elliptical wit to circumvent the lies 
and hypocrisy which pervade the King's 
court, the Fool consistently cuts to the 
truth of the matter, the sting of his obser­
vations masked in the form of a wild and 
fanciful humor. Most of the play's 
characters, however, see only the Fool's 
humor and miss the point - all of which 
contributes to the tragedy of Lear's fate. 

The barbed humor of Daley Thomp­
son, winner of the Decathlon in the 1984 
Olympic Games (as well as at Moscow in 
1980), on the other hand constitutes some 
joy to the proleta riat. While the press ac­
corded the role of light-hearted jester to 
T hompson during the Games, a look at 
his comments - many of which were not 
carried broadly in the U.S. media -
shows that h.e is nobody' s Fool. In an 
Ol ympics marked by the nauseating, ab­
ject reverence of many athletes (certainly 
those given the widest exposure) to God 
and Country, Thompson stands out as 
one athlete who irrepressibly subjected 
some aspects o f the chauvinist circus to a 
pointed ridicule. And while his wit didn't 

rise to the political level of past Olympic 
protests, Thompson's actions contrast 
sharply to the behavior of Carl Lewis and 
other such "representatives of the op­
pressed." 

Thompson made deliberate and bril­
liant use of the TV and other media, 
methods which could certainly be learned 
from. One high point came after his 
magnificent winning Decathlon perfor­
mance. After completing the final event, 
Thompson, of course, had the attention 
of every TV camera; within a few 
moments Thompson had jogged over to 
someone waiting in the crowd with a 
special T -shirt which he donned. It read 
on the front : " Thanks America for good 
games and a great time. " Close-ups lov­
ingly dwelt on what appeared to be yet 
another tribute to the USA ... suddenly 
Thompson whirled around to display 
another message in a giant TV close-up 
on the back of the shirt: "But what about 
the TV coverage?" 

ABC, incidentally, took immedia te 
steps to counter the disruption, and in so 
doing made yet another grand contribu­
tion to the "Tell Us the Media Doesn't 
Lie" Department. Jim McKay came on 

the screen and declared "Did you see the 
front side of his shirt?" and repeated the 
front-side message without mentioning 
the back. McKay's phrasing makes it 
clear that he knew very well about the 
reverse-side message - and censored it. 

Then, at the press conference which 
followed the Decathlon triumph, 
Thompson found an opportunity to 
thumb his nose at the disgustingly om­
nipresent Family-God-and-Country wor­
ship at these Olympics . Princess Anne 
had gone down to the track following the 
Decathlon victory; what had the Princess 
said to Thompson? 

" She said I was a damn good-looking 
guy." 

What were his future plans? 
"I am going to settle down for a while, 

maybe have some kids, and grow up." 
What did you say to Princess Anne, 

and if you are going to have children, 
who is going to be the mother? 

" In answer to your second question, 
you have just mentioned the lady and she 
hopes they are white." 

(Earlier, an ABC reporter had asked 
Thompson - whose father is Nigerian, 
and whose mother is Scottish - if he 

"considered himself white." This surely 
ranks well among the most ludicrous, ig­
norant and demeaning questions asked of 
the athletes by ABC reporters. Thomp­
son, who. wo uld c ert a inl y b e 
" considered" Black by America n and 
British society, responded with a bit of a 
Richard Pryor-ism, looking at the skin of 
his arm in mock horror as though he had 
just made a terrible discovery.) 

Thompson's well-aimed barbs did not 
end with the press conference. One exam­
ple deserving of mention is the American­
style baseball cap he.wore, with a message 
written in the top-center spot usually 
reserved for some corpora te name or 
logo; " This space for hire" he had writ­
ten, in a jibe at the exploitation o f sports 
achievement . 

In England·, Thompson's act ions were 
met with howls of indigna tion by the 
respectable British press. The Guardian 
wrote that Thompson had "smudged his 
reputation. He has a lso bewildered many 
people at the very mom~nt they are exten­
ding their admiration and showing 
wonderment for the dedication and ap­
plication he brings to the event." 0 

Supreme Court Wants ELF . • . Now 
One of the last remaining legal 

obstacles to the completion of Project 
ELF, a communications link to nuclear­
armed submarines, was unceremoniously 
bulldozed by the U.S. Supreme Court on 
August 16. No scholarly opinions or 
gems of legal wisdom accompanied the 
decision to go full steam ahead with ELF 
- just a simple I-ejection without com­
ment by Justice John Paul Stevens of a 
request by sta te of Wisconsin and Mar­
quette County, Michigan o fficials to halt 
construc tion. Because of extensive 
studies which link ELF (Extremely Low 
Frequency) radiation to damage to 
humans and to pla nt and animal life, a 
lower court had originalfy stopped con­
struction of ELF by the U.S. Navy until 
an environmental impact study could be 
made. This decision was overturned in a 

federal appellate court and, with the 
Supreme Court's refusal to liear the case, 
that still stands. 

Under the circumstances the terse, "no 
comment" approach was the best option 
open to the Supreme Court. For if the 
justices had stated their real opinion on 
why ELF should not be delayed for 
another minute, it would probably go 
something like this: "Get serious, folks. 
Radiation emissions that might cause 
cancer 20 years down the road are no 
reason to interfere with a vital link in the 
U.S. ' s ability to perpetrate a nuclear 
holocaust!" 

At present, U.S . nuclear-armed sub­
marines, particularly the most recent and 
deadly Trident/ Delta subs, are key 
weapons in the U.S. arsenal with one sub 
carrying enough nuclear megatonnage to 

unleash 2,000 Hiroshimas. Their mobili­
ty and potential to remain hidden in the 
deep seas are qualities which lend them­
selves not only to a first-strike capability 
but also to protracted nuclear war 
fighting. But the same advantages that 
make the subs potentia lly invulnerable 
also mean that present communication 
systems are inadequate to remain in con­
tact with them. And here is where Project 
ELF, a giant antenna capable of sending 
out simple signals, is a partial resolution 
to this problem. 

Since the U.S. Navy built its ELF Test 
Facility in Clam Lake, Wisconsin in 
1969, opposition to the project has exis­
ted , first on an environmental basis and 
now largely on the basis of opposition to 
nuclear war. Taking Project ELF before 
the Supreme Court was the culmination 

of a whole process of on the one hand 
"letting the voices of protest be heard" 
through endless suits and hearings, while 
on the other hand always moving ELF 
ahead like a steamroller - albeit through 
various delays and changes, including 
cosmetic name-changes for the project. 

With its decision, the Supreme Court 
has snapped the book shut on this case, so 
to speak, and indicated that no further 
disruptions in the project's production 
schedule will be tolerated. An additional 
ELF facility near Marquette, Michigan, 
involving 71 miles of antenna to be linked 
with the Wisconsin site, is scheduled for 
completion in three years to strengthen 
the ELF signal. And, according to the 
current feverish pace of war prepara tions 
and war propaganda, the 1987 date is, for 
the imperialists, none too soon. D 

.. 

= 



--· . ·~ 
Page 10-Revolutionary Worker-August 24, 1984 

Clash 

Continued from page 5 

view on this band. I would like to add that 
l consider m}self to be a revolutionary ar­
tist and appreciate your offer and encour­
agement for correspondence. 

First off, let's try to disregard the 
writer's fascination for The Clash ("The 
Clash represented by far the best in prac­
tice ohhe left upsurge that occurred in 
Britain and the U.S. among anists during 
the late seventies to early eighties ")and 
ask ourselves just which upsurge or 
fashionable trend is it that the writer is re­
ferring to. I'm assuming thats /he is re­
fering to what was known as punk and 
has now evolved into new-wave. Now, 
within that framework, why is it that The 
Clash are the best? Is i1 because they've 
sold tens of thousands of records and 
sold out concert tours across the U.S. and 
Bri1ain? Or does the writer believe that 
out of all the rock bands that spew forth 
''left I progressive / social/ radical" lyrics, 
since The Clash are highest on the charts 
they must therefore be 1he best? 

Now lei's ask ourselves just what is it 
that makes The Ciash first and foremost 
a "truly great rock band." If we listen to 
the form of the band's music, we find 
that it's not fundamentally any different 
from hundreds of punk I new-wave bands 
from the '70s and '80s. Now how is it that 
this music is suddenly being called so 
great - certainly there is nothing new, let 
alone anywhere near revolu tionary in the 
form of the music they play. They are, 
quite simply, a nother bass, drums and 
guitar garage band playing all too stan­
dard 2 /4 and 4/4 time rock music. Again, 
I ask the writer - what was it that made 
them such a great rock group? 

Now lee's turn our attention for a mo­
ment to The C lash's audience, whom the 
writer claims were an advanced audience 
unleashed only by The Clash. Let's ask 
ourselves just how it was that The Clash 
got this audience (and a large one ac that). 
Were these fans drawn by any kind of 
conscious search or desire for new music 
with a political message?' Or did most of 
us get our chance to hear The Clash 
because they were signed, recorded and 
promoted by CBS Records? Just what is 
the nature of this audience that makes 
them so advanced? I 've only been at two 
Clash concerts, and it seemed to me the 
majority of the audience seemed to be 
more concerned about displaying their 
new-wave hair styles and army fatigue 
fashions than paying attention to The 
Clash's lyrical message. It seems they've 
unleashed more of a clothes fashion than 
a politically advanced audience of 
listeners. 

While The Clash did openly ally them­
selves with the left, maybe the writer can 
explain how they did this in a truly path­
breaking way. Was this pathbreaking 
way to sign with a major record corpora­
tion (CBS) - the whole while denounc­
ing that corporation and all that it stood 
for? Besides being blatantly hypocritical, 
I think that this was a politically naive 
strategy (which incidentally Mr. Strum­
mer seems to be filled wich- i.e., his sup­
port of Gary Hart and the British Labour 
Party). This strategy of affecting change 
by buying into bourgeois politics can be 
likened to the folly of electoral politics. 
Did The C lash really believe that they 
would decide when and where to tour , 
when and where to record, which songs 
would be played on the radio, how much 
their albums would sell for, and 
numerous other facets of their work 
which they l0st control of by signing with 
CBS? 

Perhaps had The Clash either put out 
their own work, or even signed with an in­
dependent label, they could have launch­
ed a real material attack on bourgeois 
culture (i.e., the major record labels). 
Consequently, and according to the 
writer's logic, since they were such a great 
rock band their music would have stood 
up on its bwn and they would have sold 
just as many albums in the long run - all 
the while strengthening the position of 
the independents. 

While The Clash may be revolutionary 
poets - they can hardly be referred to as 
having created any revolucionary music. 
It seems chat the writer has lit!le or even 
no knowledge of any other musicians (es-

pecially outside of the U.S. or Britain) 
and the revolutionary stance they are tak­
ing and the paths that they are truly 
breaking. Just four examples of this 
would be: 

I) Music against capitalism/Music for 
socialism - a collective formed in 1976. 

2) Rock in Opposition - a European 
collective formed in 1978. 

3) Plastic People of the Universe - a 
Czechoslovakian rock group that con­
tinues to perform despite the fact that 
various members have been jailed for 
practicing and performing revolutionary 
music in a "socialist" nation. 

4) OP magazine - a publication 
devoted to all kinds of independent music 
in the interest of creating a network of ar­
tists in North America who are trying to 
facilitate each other 's work. 

It seems to me thac the writer is making 
a huge blunder in her / his sincere and 
wholehearted support of The Clash as be­
ing the best in practice of the left. Just 
because one band writes revolutionary 
lyrics and then fits them into a form that 
is commercially tried and true and 
popularly accepted - and then because 
that gains a huge following-does not 
mean that they should be hailed and 
dogmatically followed. I think you ought 
to consider the truly revolutionary artists 
who are st ruggling throughout the world 
to smash this colorful culture of ours. 

A reader from Cleveland 

***** 

Dear R W Readers, 
We are revolutionaries. We are also ar­

tists. We try to be revolutionary artists, 
that is, our goal is (and we thin'k now that 
we are speaking for many artists in­
cluding Joe St rummer) to do work that is 
of good artistic quality while a t the same 
time giving expression to revolutionary 
ideas. This goal can become very compli­
cated with people arguing in favor of 
either art or politics. Which should be 
primary? There is really no need for argu­
ment since there is no contradiction be­
tween the two. While in no way do we 
think that any art form can be more effec­
tive in agitation, propaganda or educa­
tion for creating public opinion in favor 
of revolution than an educator or 
agitator, i.e., the R W, we do not see 
anything wrong with creating art that 
does- exposure, creates debate or general­
ly attempts to raise people's level of 
political consciousness. After all, if we 
believe that all art is a reflection of some 
class outlook, then shouldn't we make it 
clear where we stand? In reading the Joe 
Strummer interview we can understand 
his confusion on the role The Clash could 
and should play in raising consciousness 
especially but not limited to the whole 
cultural sphere. We too, as tevolutionary 
artists, feel we "have a mission" to 
achieve a balance between art and politics 
and st ill remain good artiscs. 

Kosmo Vinyl said "I think it's the 
music first" then we "got interested in 
trying to make it purposeful." 

There are some examples of this 
balance of art and politics, in particular, 
reggae music is really great music that 
makes you want to dance yet speaks of 
fighting oppression and exploitation. 
Peter Tosh calls for people to "Get up, 
Stand up, Stand up for your rights." 
Strummer criticizes The Clash for im­
itating rather than influencing or being 
influenced by Black music. He calls it 
"cultural imperialism" and fails to real:y 
see how The Clash did influence the 
music scene broadly. The st ruggle on the 
cultural front takes many forms - we see 
nothing wrong with rebels from one place 
immer:.ing themselves into another 
rebel's place. This is an expression of 
breaking down the walls between us 
rebels . If this is cultural imperialism then 
what gives Peter Tosh the right to do such 
a powerful re-make of the rock classic 
" Johnny B. Goode"? 

By witnessing some backward reaction 
to Black music at Clash concerts, Strum­
mer has become frustrated that The 
Clash's message is not getting through to 
everyone. He also thinks that the fault of 
this lies with the band and their music, 
that their message is not clear enough. 
Maybe the message was not as clear as he 
had intended but while not catering to the 
backward elements you have to expect 
and accept them along with the pro­
gressive elements. We should understand 
that the consciousness or lack of con­
sciousness of the audience is nor the 

responsibili ty of the band or their music 
but that it has everything to do with ob­
jective conditions of the world today. 
Further, it is not the role of a band to 
educate people in revolutionary thought, 
that is the role of the party. 

Strummer wants to express his ideas 
and he wants to "make it clear, but then 
again, if it's boring, you ain't gonna get 
through to anybody; if it's repulsive or if 
it's preachy, you ain't gonna get through 
to anybody. So there is always that high­
wire act of attracting people and yet still 
having content. And that's really the 
challenge of a music with a message, get­
ting the balance right between those two 
factors." This is a difficult challenge that · 
we, as artists, share with St rummer. Since 
the impact of a rt or music is defined by 
the audience it is only through practice 
that we can expect to achieve chis balance. 
It seems that Joe Strummer thinks that 
while the band was producing and being 
popularized for good music it was also 
being subtle with its messages. Now he 
thinks that the message has to be more 
blalant in order for the broadest audience 
to be able to understand what they are 
trying to say. We say go for it Joe, just so 
long as the music doesn't suffer -
because when the political message 
becomes primary over the art or music 
then the piece ceases to be art and at­
tempts to become dogma - we all hate 
dogma therefore it will never become 
popular and you will defeat your 
misdirected purpose anyway! So this 
leads to the next question, "Can anything 
with real content be top 40?" It doesn't 
seem that under imperialist rule that 
anything anti-imperialist will be that 
popularized. Even the stormier reggae 
music is not top 40. Popularization of art 
in this society is based on how artistically 
an artist can promote bourgeois 

' ideological bullshit. The popularization 
of act in a revolutionary society will be 
based on how artistically an art ist can 
give exp ression to revolutionary 
ideology, the level of which will depend 
on the people's level of revolutionary 
consciousness. 

Impatient Artists 

***** . 

RW: 
There is a strong tendency - in fact, 

it's an outright rule - among the youth, 
punk and other progressive artists to re­
ject the word "art" when dealing with 
their creations and the artists they 
respect. The Clash's Joe Strummer, a 
first-rate artist, angrily insisted on a local 
radio stat ion the last time he was here, 
"Don't call us artists!" I sometimes 
wonder if this isn't all related to the con­
fusion generated directly by the 
bourgeoisie and its establishment around 
the definition of the word "art," as well 
as confusion around "good" and "bad" 
art - a confusion deeply in!ertwined 
with a basic, healthy and rebellious rejec­
tion of establishment art artd its st ifling 
grip of this cultural arena. 

I began thinking of this after my part­
ner (mate/lover/comrade) and I had a 
really dumb, hilarious (though not at the 
time) argument about - Lawrence Welk. 
Lawrence Welk??! My partner is an ar­
tist. And that memorable day my partner 
had described Welk as an artist. I gagged, 
caught my breath and entered the fray 
claws extended, voice shrill. I had mixed 
up my own definition of art with an idea 
that somehow all " real" art is "good," 
i.e., progressive, sti mulat ing, exciting, 
possibly revolutio nary. (What do you. 
want from art, someone once asked Jean 
Cocteau. "Astonish me," he replied.) 
Art is a function of human consciousness 
put into practice by a group or individual 
which entertains. lt can also uplift or 
enlighten, outrage or disgust, but mainly, 
it entertains. And like any other social 
function in a class society it is related to 
class structure in that each work of art 
reflects and propagates a worldview and 
class outlook - sometimes in a very com­
plicated and confusing way, but some 
aspect or another of that wi ll be primary. 
Entertainers - mus icians, actors , 
painters, dancers, filmmakers, etc., etc. 
- are artists. Good or bad. Lawrence 
Welk (I am st ill gagging) is an artist. He 
stinks, he reeks of mediocricy, middle 
America, patriot ism and senility, he is a 
joke, but he is also an artist. 

Welcome to the ranks, Joe St rummer. 
There's nothing to be ashamed of, but 
there's nothing to be proud of either. 

Your performance and your ability and 
your stand alone will determine what 
there is to be proud or ashamed of, not 
your category. 

The most primitive groups of people 
create art. The Australian aborigines, 
once an unclothed, unhoused tribe of 
wanderers eking out a living in the 
Australian outback, create art. They did 
it firstly as a form of sympathetic magic: 
if I paint this symbol in the sand (and they 
are wonderful sand painters) a certain ef­
fect will be achieved, I will conquer the 
overhwelming forces of nature that I 
neither understand nor control and which 
brutally determine my life. But that goes 
quite quickly into entertainment, into the 
genuine emotional pleasure derived from 
either creating or observing a creation. 
There is a moment in Fred Schepisi's 
magnificent and laceraiing ~film The 
Chant of Jimmie Blackst.nith when Jim­
mie, an aborigine brought .up by mis­
sionaries and crushed between his own 
culture and the culture and brutal racism 
of the whites, is sitting outside on a cold 
night awaiting the birth of his first child. 
He has been excluded from the birth pro­
cess by the whites. He is utterly alone. 
Finally he hears not the screams of his 
wife but the cry of the baby. He smiles, 
rises and does a little dance all by himself 
in the yard. I salute you, life, I salute you, 
my gods, I am utterly full of joy. A 
human being is a conscious being. Jim­
mie was not an artist, but he practiced art, 
like all of us. Mao said art is not life, life is 
"incomparably livelier and richer in con­
tent," but that "people are not satisfied 
with life alone and demand literature and 
art as well. Why? Because while both are 
beautiful, life as reflected in works of 
literature and art can and ought to be on a 
higher plane, more intense, more concen­
trated .... " A human being is a con­
scious being, and though Jimmie could 
never be an artist , given his oppression, 
he could dance for joy. Even if an artist 
must respond to the ugliness and 
hypocrisy of life around him with a 
flourescent red mohawk and music that 
screams fury and disgust, not joy, he is 
creating something and that is a concen­
tration of his own feelings and ex­
perience, and ifit speaks to a universality 
of experience, something others have felt 
too, they will respond - he is entertain­
ing them. 

Stephen King, who wri tes very enter­
taining, often very progressive and 
sometimes excessively long-winded 
books, said in Danse Macabre that art -
his own definition - is something that 
allows an audience to come out of it with 
more than when they went in. Not incor­
rect, but certainly a truncated definition, 
as well as somewhat demeaning to an au­
dience, as i.f they were leeches on the body 
of the artist (given the excessive, and 
bourgeois-generated, idolatry of certain 
artists today, it is not a surprising defini­
tion, however). Art is more a giving thing 
on both sides. I also think that if the artist 
is "good" he will find an audience. I 
don't believe much in the "great artisc in 
the garret" who automatically starves 
and dies unknown until after his death; it 
has happened, Van Gogh being an ex­
cruciating case in point, and it definitely 
does have to do with the bourgeoisie's 
st ranglehold on culture. But if an artist 
has that universality o f content with a 
profound understanding and ability of 
form, he is not necessari ly a sell-out the 
minute he achieves fame. Besides all that, 
an audience often does not entirely grasp 
all of an artist's work - that was pointed 
out in The Clash interview (most recently 
in the R W). "Death Is a Star" is much 
higher art than "Shall I Stay Or Shall I 
Go"; how many of us, in fact, have 
caught on immediately (and with great 
joy) to "Go Straight to Hell, Boys" and 
never even noticed "Death Is a Star"? To 
reiterate, it is not the good or bad of the 
art that determines if it's art, nor is it 
whether or not the audience even sees it as 
art or "gets" it. The question is, does it 
entertain? Strummer's greatest impact is 
not as a general in ·~h€ •rmwlution,. nor is 
Tosh 's for all the particularities of the 
situation in Jamaica. Does their art 
answer our needs for something on a 
higher plane, something that concen­
trates some or much of our own ex­
perience, something that - and I tread 
dangerous grou nd here - ultimately fills 
us with a sort of dizzy joy? "Dizzy joy" 
because I can't think of any other way to 
describe my own feelings when I ex­
perience someone else's art (or even my 
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= 



Stoney Burke is a radical street come­
dian who has worked various spots 
around the Bay Area and has developed a 
following on some college campuses, par­
ticularly U. C. Berkeley. During the 
Democratic Convention he appeared at 
the Livermore Action Group (LAG) rally 
and at a cultural event, the Counter Con­
vention, which featured a number of 
comedians and other artists. In the last 
few years he has traveled to Europe and 
across the U.S., particularly visiting col­
lege campuses. He has been attacked by 
college administrations and police forces 
and thrown in jail for such high crimes as 
causing groups of people to laugh at the 
government,,patriotism, and other reac­
tionary obscenities. 

On Monday, July 16, the first day of 
the Democratic Convention, he dressed 
up as Uncle Sam and got inside Moscone 
Center. When he began to do some ex­
posure of the system, the Secret Service 
snatched him up and tried to have him 
locked up on grounds of insanity, using a 
little known law which allows authorities 
to hold anyone declared "crazy" by a 
single psychiatrist for up to 72 hours, 
with the victim allowed no contact with a 
lawyer, another doctor, or anyone else. 
In Stoney 's case, he was able to convince 
the psychiatrist deciding his "case" that 
he was not "crazy, " and he was then 
released. 

The use of psychiatric charges as a tool 
of political repression has a long history 
in the U.S., and an article in the local 
press a week before the Convention in­
dicated that this aspect of the repressive 
apparatus had been geared up for the 
Convention (and beyond), along with 
other police preparations. Activists f rom 
Network Against Psychiatric Assault 
(NAPA) had approached the Livermore 
Action Group, calling attention to this 
aspect of American justicf:. and enlisting 
the cooperation of LAG in opposing the 
plans of authorities to lock up certain 
people with supposed " histories of men­
tal instability. " 

Authorities in San Francisco are still 
patting themselves on the back f or how 
well the police "han dled " th e 
Democratic Convention protests, and 
how marvelously democratic it all was. 
What the Secret Service did to Stoney 
Burke shows one way the authorities deal 
with those who go outside the f ramework 
of legitimate "protest. " 

The RW was able to interview Stoney 
after he got back on the streets. Here is 
the story of what happened inside the 
Convention: 

S.B.: "Monday (the fi rst day of the 
Democratic Convention-R W') I dressed 
up as Uncle Sam and I walked around for 
a while, and it just so happens I walked 
past a phone booth, and you know with 
the merger/breakup of AT&T, I guess 
they must have left one of the security 
passes for the Convention inside a phone 
booth, so I picked it up a nd walked inside 
the Convention. I walked around pre­
tending I was Uncle Sam, kind of like 
wearing the enemy uniform. I stood up 
on a chair at one point and talked to peo­
ple about 200 companies controlling two-

Clash 

Continued from page 10 

own, now and then) and it answers that 
need, even the excruciating moment that 
brings on tears of rage. (I'm going into 
dangerous ground because I don't really 
want to debate the necessity or lack of it 
for a "cathartic" experience in an - a 
task Brecht took on mighti ly. Frankly, I 
tend to believe cathartic art is more a 
form than content, and just as valid as 
any other form. Debating whether or not 
that form must be followed seems to be 
about as smart as debating whether or not 
the paintings on the subway cars are art 
vs. the painting~ in the MOMA. Of 
course they [all\ are.) 

Maybe some of this problem occurs 
because so much entertainment is not 
only reflective of a worldview that is 
putrid, but is also blatant escapism (there 
is a dialectic there). Again, let's throw out 
the rules. Escapism is not necessarily bad , 
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free speech, free ~peech (choking 
noises) . ' They tried to interrogate 
me ... this is important to get out. None 
of the media picked this up. There is a law 
called the 5150. and it's on the criminal 
code, the mental health code, which 
means that if they thin[ iyou are a danger 
to yourself and others, they can put you 
away for 72 hours if a doctor says you are 
crazy. The)\ wouldn't arrest me. That 
means I get no lawyer and no civil rights. 
Then I am way away from the whole 
thing. So finally the doctor said, 'I have 
to let you go . There is nothing wrong with 
you. ' He said, 'Get out there, get out 
there man .' " 

thirds of the nation's wealth. The 
dynamics of capitalism are more than 
just voting - tney are a whole lifestyle. " 

R W: What was it like inside the Con­
vention? 

S.B. : "It's kind of like walking into a 
Holiday Inn and seeing the kind of people 
who really feel comfortable with the big­
gest exploitative Disneyland trip that has 
ever been invented. It was flat! It was like 
a fern bar where these people are clinking 
glasses and tending to their interests. 
They were showing videos of Harry 
Truman, one of the most reactionary 
Democratic presidents of all time. The 
man who dropped the atomic bomb first. 
Sent all kinds of money to Europe along 
with repressive anti-leftist laws . . .. 

" I had been there four hours. I knew 
that national TV went off at. 8:00 p.m. 
and this was my historical time to make a 
symbolic protest. So about a quarter to 
eight I started to crank things out for 
about a minute. There were some people 
inside who knew me and started yelling 
' all right Stoney!• It was like seeing a 
fresh breath of light, when you get up on 
the chair and start td really crank. People 
were listening to me, and I was right there 
in the middle of the police state. The thing 
is highly controlled. As you walk along, 
all you see are these granite-like 
blockheads, corporate heads with their 
eyeba lls roll ing from right to left trying to 
check you out a nd look in your eyeballs 
to see if you belong there. You have to 
give back these really cold corporate 
stares and then they kind of think you 
really belong there. If you do anything 
that looks creative or fun you really stick 
out. I just wa lked around and acted like 
them for a while." 

R W: Isn't this what you had on: red · 
striped pa nts with a blue jacket with stars 
on your lapel, a real Uncle Sam? 

S.B.: " If you believe in the myth of 
America and you get socialized into it, 
what I was' wearing goes right along with 
the whole thing. O f course you would 
have an Uncle Sam inside! After a while I 
couldn ' t sta nd it any more a nd had to get 
up on a chair and let it out ... I said I 
believe in world peace and that we can 
really work it out without killing each 
other, a nd if we really want to find out 
how the country is really run we have to 
explore the avenues of the multi-trans-

though it certainly oft en is. Let 's face it, 
when we go into that wonderful dark 
theatre, settle down in the exact center 
seats with o ur feet up (hope nobody si ts in 
front of me), popcorn in hand, we're not 
there to take on the problems of the 
world. But we do bring our world ex­
perience to the theatre, our whole lives 
and thoughts and prejudices. Alo t of 
people were actually not entertained by 
Indiana Jones. Lavish sets can't hide bad 
act ing, stupid wri ting, racism and a 
worldview that is openly reactionary. But 
others are entertained by that sort of 
movie, a lo t of people. T hat doesn ' t mean 
all escapism is the worst thing imaginable 
and anathema to any progressive-minded 
person. 

Another point: the individual art ist , 
this culture a nd society being what it is, is 
often a pretty fucked up human being. 
Artists are no d ifferent from o ther 
human beings, but they are subject to 
some horrendous pressure including 
mind-boggling swings from to tal lack of 
recognition to idolatry. Joe St rummer re­
jects the image of the sno tty artist " above 
it all" and rightly so. But for reasons 
which ha ve to do more with place and 
time any individual occupies in this socie-

nationals which drive around sucki.ng up 
oil and other resources faster than we can 
put them back .... 

"For me it was beautiful! When you 
know you're at the right place. I was real­
ly inspired that day. Earlier 80 people had 
gotten arrested for standing on the 
sidewalk . I said who am I to stand here 
with an opportunity to say something and 
not. say it, me being inside the Conven­
tion, while they were in jail. So I stood up 
on the chair and felt rea l good. You get 
kind of high . I didn ' t use any swear 
words, I didn't point any fingers. I didn't 
call anybody scum or anything and it was 
really a sanitized version of what I do on 
the streets. I stood up on this chair in the 
Nevada delegation. This one guy came up 
a nd was mad: 'How da re you get up and 
speak, they are talking a bout Mart in 
Luther King,' you know. I just told the 
guy, 'Oh, I' m sorry, • a nd I was really 
laughing at him. This was all in about the 
span of a minute. Time moved quick . I 
knew they were going to come out pretty 
quick and make a pretzel out of me. : . . " 

RW: What did the authorities say to 
you? 

S.B.: "They saidl, ' Let's go , let's go.' 
So I started yelling, ' Free speech, free 
speech.' They turned my arm and told me 
to shut up so I kept yelling ' free speech, 

·RW: The doctor said 'Get out there'? , 
S.B.: " Well, he said, 'I can't say that 

you .. . I can't keep you here. What's this 
business a bout?' I ran it down to him and 
he said, 'OK, I ' m going to call'ihe secret 
Service. Either they pick you up, or 
you're going back on the streets. You are 
not crazy. ' '' 

R W: Do you have any comment on the 
fact that the U.S. talks so much about the 
Soviet Union using mental hospitals to 
shut political dissidents away? 

S.B.: ''.You know, with the whole 
movement of things the U.S. has to com­
pete with the Soviet Union on a lot of dif­
ferent levels including police tactics. 
That 's a tactic they're going to use against 
the left in the future - committing peo­
ple. If a doctor says you are crazy, and let 
me tell you doctors are cops too, that 
means they can drug you. It 's a vicious 
thing to be able to put someone in a men­
tal hospital for dissenting. It 's a story that 
should be written .... 

"When these people are doing these 
things to me it's just like a movie being 
played before my eyes. It 's a bout 
something that could really be beautiful is 
caught in this little white room with 
Secret Service guys - for standing on a 
chair, sta nding on a chair. 

" Sometimes it ta kes only a minute 
before they haul you away. J'hey do n't 
want that. And the news doesn't wa nt 
that. The media says, 'Squash the-story' 
and there is their history and people's 
history. '' · 0 
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ty, sometimes some very fine and pro­
gressive art comes from some very con­
fused and strange people. I have had the 
opportunity to meet a few o f my " idols" 
a nd got hit smack in the face with the fact 
that they are no t idols. J anis Joplin was 
depressing and sad; Carolyn Forche was 
beauti ful and gentle, and to ld a n au­
dience that the very best thing they could 
do for El Salvador was vote Ronald 
Reagan out of office. Perfection of line 
and li fes tyle is not the job of the artist. 
Brian DePalma, to take an extreme ex­
ample, is a pretty misogynistic bastard, 
but Carrie, Blow Out and Scarface are 
very fine movies (now I know that will 
generate some response). And during the 
' 60s we marched on People's Pa rk to the 
strains of "Jumpin ' J ack Flash" and 
" Street Fightin' Man." Two weeks later, 
the bodies having been cleared away, I 
heard an interview with Mick Jagger on 
the radio. In response to the question, 
Why do you write this stuff? J agger 
replied, "I f revolution is what they're 
buying, that 's wha t I' m selling:" I still 
like those two songs - can't help it. Jag­
ger is a pig, but he's also a child of his 
times. This is not an apology for pigs. I 
do agree that an artist must ultimately 

take responsibility for his work , but I a lso 
think that material reality is more impor­
tant than individual hangups (actually, 
there is a n interpenetration with material 
reality prima ry, but that 's ano ther set of 
notes ... ) and it is that reality that is 
going to determine an awful lot a bout 
someone's creations and an audience's 
response to them. 

So. The " Yes, but it is Art" shit that 
permeates much of the establishment art 
scene is not a lot different from Joe 
Strummer's angry rejection of what 
looks like a presumptuous, ho lier-tha n­
thou a rt and artist above the masses. 
"Art" ain ' t so special, J oe. It can stink. 
It can reflect a class viewpoint so putrid, 
so stultifying, so boring tha t no young, 
young-minded o r progressive person can 
bear it. (Hi, Larry, how's the bubble 
machine?) And it can soar and take you 
with it, too -

By cha nce or escaping from misery 
by suddenness, or in answer to pain 
smoking in the dark cinema 
you could see the bad go down again. 

And that's nothing to reject or be ashamed 
ot M. 
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