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The sense of wonderment, on a na-
tional level, seems to begin somewhere
near Loose Creek, Missouri. That’s
where the New York Times first

America Turns Out for

unusual and unplanned. . . happening as

the Olympic tarch makes its way slowly -

across the nation these days.”” It could e l m lc TorCh Run
have started at any of a hundred other

specially selected representatives of
Americana — Jericho, Arkansas; Flat
Lick, Kentucky; Muleshoe, Texas; Bliss,
Idaho; Moses Lake, Washington; or
maybe the place that by name alone
deserves to be designated the Official
American Small Town of the 1984 Olym-
pics — Dinesaur,- Colorado. As the
Olympic Torch Relay passed through the
provinces, a groundswell of discovery
passed through the major U.S. media.
Out of the blue (not to mention red and
white), it had become apparent that the
Olympic Torch Run was bringing for-
ward — lo and behold. . . are vou sitting
down?. .. You're not going to believe
this one — an emotional outpouring of,
of all things, PATRIOTISM. For gosh
sakes, who'd ever have thunk that the
Olympics would have anything to do with
that?

But the evidence is everywhere.
Alongside two-lane highways, as the en-
tourage of siren-blaring state police,
logistical support trucks and torch run-
ners rambled down the road, reporters
have managed to discover any number of
loyal Americans with Old Glory waving
from their pick-up trucks and tears
streaming down their faces. In town after
town, mayors clear their throats to say
something good about America, while
the high-school bands strike up an ap-
propriate tribute — such as ‘‘America the
Beautiful.'* Only a cynic would comment
that the local power structures of Main
Street, USA seem 1o be engaged in all-out
mobilization; in Denver, ABC TV notes
the athletic participation of the mayor
and the musical accompaniment of the
Denver Symphony and declares the flag-
waving crowds to be a spontaneous out-
pouring. The Torch Run is like a
9,000-mile Norman Rockwell painting.

But the best thing about the Olympic
Torch Run is the tidal wave of emotion,
the throwing of national pride, that has
enveloped loyal Americans all across the
heartland. No maftter whether it’s in
Centerville, Utah, or out among the
amber waves of grain in Kansas, there is
always someone who, as the procession
rolls by, turns to a reporter and, choking
back the tears, cries out, “‘it makes me
proud to be an American.” It doesn’t
take much, does it. Then there are reports
of people spending their vacations criss-
crossing the path of the Torch Run. Em-
pirical data such as this has convinced a
large part of the world that Americans
have smaller brains than other homo sa-
piens. However, it’s not brain size but im-
perialist position in the world that has
given birth to the numerous yahoos that
inhabit the home of the brave. These are
just plain folks, ready and willing to
demonstrate their love for America when
their nation calls on them to do so. . .and
eager to drop some napalm or a few
nukes when that’s demanded as well.

Continued on page 13
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The unspoken secret of American
democracy is that the fundamental in-
terests of U.S. imperialism are to be
neither questioned nor debated in the of-
ficial political arena. ‘‘Responsible politi-
cal figures’ do not venture beyond the
limits of “‘responsible debate.” Ques-
tioning the need for “‘national defense’ is
definitely out of bounds, as is publicly
questioning the superiority or the justice
of the **American system.”” And among
the other such defining articles of faith
stands the one which Rev. Louis Farrak-
han violated last week: “‘responsible poli-
tical figures™ never question the sanctity,
or the morality, or the permanence of the
state of Israel, period.

From a pulpit on the South Side of
Chicago, Louis Farrakhan, head of the
Nation of Islam, called the creation of
Israel an “‘outlaw act,”” and asserted that
the nations that helped found and now
support that Zionist state are ‘‘criminals
in the sight of Almighty God,” adding,
*“This | want the Jews to know and we
want the world to know: thatthey are not
the chosen people of God.**

““‘Now that nation called Israel never
has had any peace in 40 years and she will
never have any peace, because there can
be no peace structured on injustice, thiev-
ery, lying and deceit and using the name
of God to shield your gutter (or ‘“‘dirty’’
— by some accounts — RW) religion
under his holy and righteous name.
America and England and the nations,
“ because of their backing of Israel, are be-

ing drawn into the heat of the third world
war, which is called Armageddon. Oh
America, you have blundered so and in-
stead of recognizing the mistake you have
made and making amends, you persist in
your evil and so the consequences of evil
must come.

"~ ““You hate us because we dare (o say
that we are the chosen people of God and
can back it up. We are ready to do battle
with you wherever you come from in the
earth. It is the Black people in America
that is the chosen people of Almighty
God."”

Now thisis not unusual. Farrakhan has
preached such sermons before. His view
echoes that of Elijah Mohammed before
him. It is a mix of Islamic mythology,
Kaddafy-style anti-Zionism, a messianic
chauvinism about the importance of spe-
cifically American Blacks, with a dose of
old-style anti-semitism; and it expresses
well the kind of contradictory position
and outlook of a section of the Black pet-
ty bourgeoisie these days. A kind of “‘we
want in or we want out on a neocolonial
basis’’ program.

But something is new: Farrakhan’s
position in American political life has
changed over the last year. An alliance
has been forged. Farrakhan has applied
his credentials as the “‘unrepentant Black
nationalist’” to help make the electoral
arena fashionable among the alienated,
in order to better promote Jesse Jackson’s
campaign among certdin sections of the
Black masses. And in the process, Far-
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rakhan has been annointed “‘official
Black militant of the eighties’’ and given
a slice of the public spotlight along with
Jesse Jackson’s “‘presidency of Black
America.”’

It was as a newly official somebody
that Rev. Farrakhan ran his familiar rap
last week. And for the second time in this
election campaign his remarks struck
nerves. Almost immediately, the entire
bourgeois political arena resounded with
a deafening flood of answering shricks,
squalls, cawing and chatter, as political
figures of all stripes and status sounded
off from their various perches. Valuable
as it is to draw Black people “into the
political process,’” some political screen-
ing was being demanded. In the wake of
Farrakhan's remarks, the denizens of
American official politics felt called upon
to reassert “‘responsible limits."’

Poking around this aroused menagerie
is instructive because of what it reveals
about the class interests at play, and how
the bottom lines of imperialism are as-
serted.

First of all, to underscore that some-
thing sacred had been violated here, the
Senate of the United States of America
took the unusual step (and “unusual’’ is
putting it mildly!) of voting 98 to 0 for an
official resolution calling on the chair-
men of both major parties to issue repu-
diations, in writing, of a sermon given by
a Black preacher in Chicago’s ghetto.
Meanwhile, the leading heads of Ameri-
can politics were only too eager (o line up
at the microphone. :

The New York Times reported that
‘‘without mentioning Mr. Farrakhan by
name, President Reagan said that there
was no room in the Republican Party for
those who preach ‘bigotry and ugly rhe-
toric.””" (This is true — the Republican
Party is already crammed completely full
of reactionary bigots mouthing ugly rhe-
toric!)

Right on the firing line, of course, were
the forces of Fritz Mondale, whose party
was under attack for allowing such “‘irre-
sponsibility’* to lurk on its flanks. Here
there was a mixture of agonized worry
and an unconfused recognition of duty.
The worry was, of course, that the Demo-
crats might accidentally botch things, and
kiss off the Black electoral interest they
tout as so valuable both to their own pre-
sidential ambitions and to the health of
the imperialist system. In the face of that
danger, they nonetheless did not waver
on a question of imperialist principle.
Mondale: ‘*“Mr. Farrakhan’s obscene
statements deserve to be condemned.’” *‘I
have made it clear, in my opinion Farrak-
han’s statements are such that not only
must all of us, including Reverend Jack-
son, reject what Farrakhan said, but re-
pudiate Farrakhan himself.”” ““The only
way to advance the cause of justice in
America is to condemn bigotry whenever
it appears.’’

Interestingly, neither Reagan nor
Mondale (nor the bourgeois press) ever
bothered to refute the charge that Israel’s

creation was an “‘outlaw act” or that its
nurturing constitutes a ‘‘criminal con-
spiracy.’” Officially, we suppose the rea-
son given would be that such charges
don’t “dignify a response.”” Instead we
are treated to American chieftains sup-
posedly recoiling in horror at the discov-
ery of bigotry in America! America,
mother lode of national oppression in the
world. ;

Responsible Black Firefighters

Mondale, of course, was not really all
that warried that his denunciation of Far-
rakhan would mean an estrangement
from the mainstream of Black bourgeois
politics. After all, he and his party have at
their beck and call the most jealous de-
fenders or bourgeois politi¢al order ima-
ginable: the “‘responsible Negro leaders.”’

No sooner did the headlines reveal thai
there was a danger of Mondale being
“‘embarrassed” by indiscreet remarks
than, like firefighters, these loyal
operatives came out with hook and lad-
der to suppress the political fuss and sit-
uate “‘Black political participation®
firmly back in the mainstream of imper-
ialist politics.

According to the New York Times,
Andrew Young ‘‘began privately talking
to Black mayors of big cities and others in
an effort to reach a consensus on how 1o
deal with the Farrakhan problem, ac-
cording to an aide. One option Mr.
Young was exploring, the aide said, was
having the mayors explain to Mr. Farrak-
han the political impact of his statements
and the necessity for him to keep out of
the’ news through the November elec-
tion."”

Muhammad Ali, associated with the
crudely patriotic American Muslim Mis-
sion of Wallace Deen Muhammed,
popped up to hold a news conference,
and reportedly attacked the media forim-
plying that all Muslims in the United
States shared Farrakhan’s anti-Zionist
views,

The NAACP creaked onto the scene
with a particularly interesting twist. Their
executive director, Benjamin L. Hooks,
pointed out, “‘In attacking Israel, Minis-
ter Farrakhan overlooks the historical
fact that it was Ralph Bunche, a Black
American, who led efforts as a United
Nations negotiator for Palestine that re-
sulted in bringing peace to the Middle
East in the post-World War I period and
the establishment of that state.” In other
words, historically the Black bourgeoisie
has played a crucial role as international
“broker’” for U.S. imperialism, serving
to legitimize U.S. imperialist interests.
Remarks such as those of Farrakhan cast
a cloud on that legacy, and one not quite
in tune with the mainstream of Black
bourgeois thought on how best to ad-
vance their interests in the next world
war.

But of all the Black political leaders,
the spotlight was, of course, on Jesse
Jackson, as the man who brought Far-
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HOW TO SPOT A “FREEDOM FIGHTER”

“It is not hard to tell, as we look around the
world, who are the terrorists and who are the
freedom fighters.”

Secretary of State George Shultz, speaking at a conference on
“international terrorism,” June 24th
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Correspondence

A Proper Greeting For

The Moral Majority

The following correspondence was
sent to the RW from a comrade in San

Francisco. The Moral Majority is com-

ing to Sodom and Gomorrah, otherwise
known as San Francisco, for Family
Forum 111 Conference on July 12-13. *“If
you are concerned with the preservation
of the family and traditional values, you
must be there’: with this cry they are
descending into this “‘den of iniquity”
and raising the banner of righteousness
against the decay that threatens America
and its heaven-sanctioned destiny.

QOccurring just days prior to the
Democratic Convention, there's un-
doubtedly no small amount of bourgeois
politicking involved here. Certainly the
Moral Majority hopes to embarrass the
Democratic Party for holding their con-
vention in ‘‘such a place,” given San
Francisco's reputation as a place full of
“unruly’” people, as well as the reality of
its large homosexual community. The
“sin’’ of homosexuality is, after all, one
of the big issues of the Family Forum
agenda. It is also, in part, a countermove
1o the Democrats holding their conven-
tion within Reagan territory: California
is a base of his support and many
members of his cabinet are from here.

And from the opposite side of the same
stupidity of bourgeois politics this is sure
to be used as an occasion to promole a
mountain of “‘practical politics” in the
form of, “Get Reagan oul no matter
what."

All of this heightens the need for a
scientific assessment of the Moral Ma-
jority, what they represent, where they
come from, and how they should be op-
posed — something that is lacking (o a
large degree in all the planning to oppose
the conference.

The most common answer given to the
cause of the rise of the right is Reagan.
Bob Avakian almost three years ago
spoke to this question in the RW and his
analysis remains right on target (R W No.
116 “‘On Reaganism and the Rise of the
Right™"): “‘Of course there is some rela-
tionship between the ‘rise of the right’
phenomenon and the fact that Reagan is
in the White House, that the U.S. is fran-
tically increasing its war budget and
assuming a more openly belligerent role
in the world, that attacks on the oppress-
ed masses in the U.S. are being intensified
at the same time as attempts to suppress
revolutionary uprisings in other countries
are more flagrantly carried out and that
the air is heavy with the atmosphere of
suppression and suffocation, with dark
ages ignorance (such as attacks on the
scientific fact of evolution and the pro-
motion of. “‘creationism’’) officially en-
dorsed and encouraged from the highest
levels of government. But it is not that the
‘rise of the right,” as some kind of
popular groundswell representing the ex-
pressed interest of the majority of socie-
ty, is the cause of all this. Nor, for that
matter, is Reagan and entourage the
cause. They are all symptoms, reflections
and expressions of not only the will but
the sharpening necessity of the ruling

-class of the imperialists to deal with the
decline of their position in the world, the
heightening of the contradictions of their
system and the growing challenges both
from the rival bloc of imperialists and
from the once-again rising revolutionary
struggles in many parts of the world. To
deal with this they must call forth the
worst in society (and in individuals),
stomp on (if not stomp out) resistance
and revolutionary stirrings, and even
questioning in the critical spirit.
Patriotism, blind loyalty to country and
government (and ‘God on it$ side’), the
willingness ¢to do and die to ‘make
America No. 1 again’ — all this must not
only be brought back in style but made
the commanding principle.”’

As the RW has been pointing out a
great deal as of late, Reagan’s difference
with his Democratic predecessor is his
open espousal of the need to wage World
War 3 and openly furthering the all-

around preparations to do so. In this
sense Reagan was needed because of, not
despite, his crude cowbayism.

The question isn't do we oppose and
expose the Moral Majority and this rise
of the right. Do we oppose and expose
them because of their hypocerisy, their so
called lack of morals? Or because they
are truly fitting representatives of
America and the American Way of Life
and that their call to restore the rights of
men god and country over women,
critical thought and all those other
“‘countries,”’ is a serious call not just to a
fringe of fanatics, but has its base in the
more privileged sections of U.S. society?
It is only in the second manner that one
can make sense of the seeming incon-
sistency of their program, i.e., the Right
to Life on the one hand, and on the other
hand Phyllis Schlafly calling nuclear
weapons ‘‘a gift from god.”

First off, morality is not an absolute
category. It is dependent on one’s posi-
tion in society, most notably what class
vou belong to and what corresponds (o
and aids the interests of that class. In the
case of the Jerry Falwells and Phyllis
Schlaflys, they're conscious agents of the
imperialists’ interests. However, their
program has a base among sections of
society which have received substantial
privileges from U.S. domination of the
world — notably sections of the petty
bourgeoisie, the labor aristocracy and
somewhat more bourgeoisified and up-
per sections of the working class. These
are also largely the sections who voted for
Reagan.

Another way of getting at the morals of
this section is by asking, where did Ozzie
& Harriet come from anyway? And the
answer is — from the U.S. winning
World War 2 and consolidating a vast
U.S.-led empire in its wake. (If you say
this is reason enough to prevent another
such war from happening again, you're
right!)

I think it is safe to say the *’50s
family” was a particularly American
phenomenon. Al the close of World War
2, women were pushed out ef work and
pushed into the home in droves, a func-
tion of the needs of U.S. capital at the
time. Further, because of the neocolonial
empire and the blood money from that
passed on (o large sections of the U.S,
population (listed above), two incomes
were not needed to support a family in a
degree of comfort. Thus begins the era of
the Boy Scouts, three kids and a wagon,
and ‘‘keeping up with the Joneses.” In
fact, one could say in a certain sense, the
ability to park a wife permanently in the
home alongside two cars in the garage
became a sign of really making it in
America!

Here the hypocrisy (and outright lies)
of the Moral Majority do enter. Because,
despite their rosey pictures of godly har-
mony, the reality of all this for many
women in these strata has been brutal. In-
cest, wife-beating, marriage rape, pro-
stitution, to say nothing of widespread

"alcoholism and valium addiction among

women — all this lies underneath the long
flowing white-chiffon gowns seen on
Jerry Falwell’s stage.

But this is most definitely the '80s and
not the '50s. While this letter is not the
place 1o track this development in detail
— suffice it to say the erosion of the
World War 2 ideal family was very bound
up with the erosion of U.S. imperialism
as a whole. The Vietnam War and its rip-
pling political, economic and military ef-
fects, the rise and challenge of Soviet im-
perialism and the development of
economic crisis in the U.S. empire —
have all contributed to the changing posi-
tion of women and the family. These
forces have both pulled women into' the
work force in unprecedented numbers —
into the burgeoning bureaucracy, service
industry and the bottom of the industrial
work force in key industries like elec-
tronics; and then unleashed women along
with others into the political struggle both
against the oppression of women, but
more broadly into society and political
life as a whole. Sixty percent of Black
families and twenty percent of white are
headed by women. These statistics give
only a hint of the profound changes
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underfoot in the family presently.

The point of all this is twofold -- first,
the Moral Majority is speaking to some
very real developments going on in the
“‘decline of the traditional American
family valugs.’” These ‘‘family values”
were only possible on the basis of the top-
dog domination of the U.S. and their
decay is rooted in the overall decline of
the U.S. And it is here one can see how
the call to “‘restore the rights of the fami-
ly' is integrally bound up with restoring
the rights of America. And this finds ex-
pression in the political programme of
these forces where the miost backward
position on women is coupled with open
espousal of winning gnd waging World
War 3 to restore America.

Granted all of this is cloaked in
piousness — god's grand plan and other
medieval obscurantism. And while many
of these idiots actually believe in these
myths, the overall promotion of this
ideology by the imperialists is more due to
an effort to lend some grandure and
divine design, some loftiness, no matter
how low, to the programme of America
as No. 1. The shabbiness of this is a
reflection not principally on the
ideologues of the Moral Majority and
Reagan, but more on the position of U.S.
imperialism and its serious need for some
new lies to buttress the old reactionary
values and systems they serve — a prob-
lem not easily solved.

What constitutes Reagan’s upbeal
America is his vision for a joyful march
to Armageddon, for, “This is nol a
return to the 1950s and the ‘Cold War',
but the act of preparation for the real, hot
war with the rival imperialist Soviet bloc
the U.S. imperialists have of necessity as
their programme.’” (R W No. 116) This is
not in contradiction to'the “‘right to life."*
For the key unsaid word is the right to the
American Way of Life — and for this,
world war is an absolute necessity.

There is another reason for the Moral
Majority coming to San Francisco,
however, besides just simply embarrass-
ing the Democrats. Of course, one can’l
speak of the Moral Majority coming (o
San Francisco without the inevitable
clash between it and San Francisco’s pro-
minent male homosexual population.
Several weeks ago | attended the annual
Gay Pride march held here in the city.
Several things struck me. First was the
most.obvious woman-hating expressed in
the leather/S&M aspects of the over-
whelmingly male march. But also (and.in
fact more predominant) was a broad

Continued on page 13
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Declaration of Independence,

Equal Opportunity and
Bourgeois Right

by Bob Avakian

H-’{'!h the “sound and fury” of the upcoming Democratic Convention
dominating the airwaves, we thought it was quite appropriate to reprint this ar-
ticle by Bob Avakian which was first published in RW No. 230 — RW.

Have those democrats who really love the Declaration of Independence
— and here I'm talking about people genuinely opposed to tyranny and in-
Justice, not bourgeois hypocrites — have they really read it and paid atten-
tion to what it says? I recently re-read it as background for a book I'm hoping
to write fairly soon (tentatively titled Democracy: Can’t We Do Better Than
That?). Having just re-read the Declaration of Independence | am moved to
ask such people to explain how something they regard as an enduring
manifesto against oppression can contain such passages as the following com-
plaint against the King of England:

““He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and
conditions."’

It would be hard to imagine a more blatant and complete reversal of tyuth and
falsehood, of right and wrong, of victim and criminal, of just and unjust war-
fare, than is contained in this description — yes, in the Declaration of In-
dependence — of the relations between the Indians and the Europeans who
founded the United States of America on territory they stole from the Indians
through murder and plunder. And this passage, this perversion of history and
fact, is not an aberration from but is consistent with the whole thrust of the
Declaration of Independence. To get an all-around understanding of this it is
necessary to examine the Declaration of Independence in some detail and more
fundamentally to examine it in its historical context and in its social and class
content. ;

Let’s begin with the title. This document is precisely a declaration of inde-
pendence of one country from another, it is not a declaration calling for the
abolition of all oppressive and exploitative relations, specifically not within the
country that is declaring its independence. This is more particularly the
declaration of the propertied and politically dominant classes within the emerg-
ing United States. All this is clearly indicated in the content of what grievances
are enumerated — and what evils are glaringly not mentioned, most prominent
among them slavery (about this, more shortly). When the authors of this
declaration list among the “‘abuses and usurpations’’ that have moved them to
break free of the control of the English monarchy the fact that the latter is guil-
ty of “‘imposing taxes on us without our consent’’ and “‘cutting off our trade
with all parts of the world, '’ they are giving expression to the outrage of classes
which are restricted in their accumulation of wealth and capital by these
measures imposed by the ruling classes of a foreign power. Here it should be
pointed out that a very significant part of that trade involved the trading in
slaves and that even after this was abolished the trade in goods produced with
slave labor, in particular cotton, was an integral and indispensable element in
building up the economy of the U.S., including in the northern states where for
a considerable period before the Civil War a large part of investment in
manufacturing came from the profits of the textile industry in England, which
in turn utilized to a large degree the cotton grown in the slave states in the
southern U.S. And in the manufacturing establishments and manufacturing
towns of the north the conditions of the working class attested to the most
heartless exploitation and pitiless political oppression,

All this begins to put into perspective the fine and famous words of the
Declaration of Independence, ‘‘that all men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”’ Obviously, this did not apply to the
slaves, nor to the “‘merciless Indian savages,’’ nor to women — in the eyes of
the framers of this Declaration it was literally men and specifically not women
to whom this applied, which is demonstrated by the fact that they did not even
grant women the right to vote when they framed their Constitution a few years
later. The essential point, however, is not that the authors of this Declaration
and the Declaration itself are hypocritical but that they represent definite class
interests — exploiting class interests — and reflect a definite class outlook and
bias.

This is also revealed in the introductory passages of the Declaration, which
are probably the best known. The basic case made in the Declaration for why it
is justified to separate from England, beyond the specific grievances that are
enumerated afterward in the Declaration, is that ““the laws of nature and of
nature’s God entitle’” each people to an independent and equal status among
nations. Further, the ‘‘inalienable rights’’ of man derive from (are ‘‘endowed
by’') god and it is to secure these rights that ‘‘governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. . .."” Thisis
an idealist inversion of reality, and more specifically corresponds in basic terms
to the theories of such bourgeois political thinkers as the seventeenth century
Englishman John Locke andethe eighteenth century French philosopher Jean
Jacques Rousseau (whose main political doctrine, The Social Contract, | have
analyzed, in terms of class content, in chapter 1, part 4 of my book, For A
Harvest of Dragons). Beyond the fact that there is nothing in “‘the laws of
nature’’ that ““entitles’” people or nations to anything (and beyond the fact that
there is no god at all), it should be clear by now that governments are not insti-
tuted to secure ““all men’” the ‘‘inalienable rights’’ of “‘life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness,”’ nor do they derive their powers, just or otherwise, ‘‘from
the consent of the governed,” without regard to social class. This has never |
been true, or possible, in the history of the U.S. or any other country. Govern-
ments — or more precisely, states, meaning an apparatus of repression — arose
with the emergence of class antagonisms when the development of the forces of
production made possible the accumulation of surplus and therefore of private
property, leading to the dissolution of primitive classless society. The state ap-
paratus, of whatever kind and in whatever form, represents and enforces the

Continued on page 14
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LA Rally Brings Out The
Essence Of Simpson- Mazzoli

For weeks the Simpson-Mazzoli law
has been the subject of widespread
discussion, outrage, fear and uncertainty
among the immigrant population of Los
Angeles. On June 22, La Opinion the
local Spanish daily, ran an-article with the
headline ““The House of Representatives
Only Approved the Simpson-Mazzoli
Plan™ and the kicker ‘Immigration
Laws Still Have Not Changed." This ar-
ticle featured a detailed explanation of
the fact that Simpson-Mazzoli has not
been enacted into law yet, coupled with
quotes from different Hispanic con-
gressmen telling people to remain calm
and not do anything. This was coupled
with a front-page note, *“To our readers,”
which said, in part: ““Our recommenda-
tion is that calm be preserved. The im-
migration laws of the country still have
not changed. Therefore your personal
situation has not changed either.”

The tense political climate was further

emphasized by an incident at a fish pack- °

ing plant in the L.A. Harbor area at the
same time the Simpson-Mazzoli Bill was
being debated in Congress. Here the
plant management fired some 20 workers
— some of whom had worked as many as
17 years for the company — after calling
in all Spanish-speaking workers to the
personnel office and asking them for
proof of their immigration status. All
those who didn’t provide what the com-
pany considered adequate proof, either
because they couldn’t or because they
refused to do so on principle, were fired.
Demonstrations were held outside the
plant and the incident was widely
publicized in the Spanish-language
media. The company cited an announce-
ment a few months earlier that the INS
would be stepping up raids in L.A. area
factories as a reason for the firing. A
week after the firings began to attract
publicity the company announced it was
rehiring the fired workers. According to
one press report, ‘‘Ryan (the company’s
vice-president) indicated that those
workers: would possibly qualify for
amnesty in case the new immigration law
is ratified and therefore it was not right to
leave them without work."” Whatever the
considerations behind the company’s
decision in this case, the implication in
the public accounts of the incident — that
one should either go along with Simpson-
Mazzoli, or else — seems obvious. And,
in fact, there has been some effort in the
media to impress on the Spanish-
speaking masses that registering for
amnesty is the only way out of the provi-
sions of the Simpson-Mazzoli law.

Among the more politically advanced
proletarian immigrants there has been a
widespread recognition and outrage at
various attacks contained in the
Simpson-Mazzoli law, but there has also
been some confusion as to exactly what
the reasons are behind this law and what
the imperialists are aiming to accomplish
with it. There were many who were look-
ing to the party for deeper analysis of the
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill, what it repre-
sented and the ways to take up political
action against it.

On Sunday, July 1, the RCP called a
rally in Damian Garcia Park under the
slogans “‘Oppose this preparation for
counterinsurgency!”” and “We are all il-
legals!”’ A revolutionary, speaking to the
crowd gathered near the Seventh and
Alvarado entrance to the park, reviewed
the provisions of the Simpson-Mazzoli
law, pointing to how they represented an
attempt to tighten the political control on
the immigrant proletarians in this coun-
try, a force which the imperialists know
full well represents a disloyal, and poten-
tially revolutionary, section concentrated
in the very belly of their empire. In the
context of the worldwide crisis of impe-
rialism and preparations for war, the
nature of the Simpson-Mazzoli “‘im-
migration reforms’’ as a program for
counterinsurgency was revealed. In addi-
tion the speaker emphasized the impor-
tance of taking out the analysis of the
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill contained in the
pages of the RW and working to make
this revolutionary analysis known broad-

ly among the proletariat. The speaker
also emphasized the importance of
U.S.-born people stepping forward to
oppose this attack on immigrants, and a
Chicano proletarian and a white woman
who attended the rally spoke to the
crowd. The Chicano made an important
point, reviewing the history of the U.S.
clamping down on immigrants before
and during the last two world wars. A
statement from a Central American im-
migrant, which he had written for the ral-
ly, was read and a tape recorded state-
ment from a Salvadoran proletarian was
played at the rally. Following this, several
of those attending the rally staged a short,
spirited march through the park, carrying
a banner denouncing the Simpson-
Mazzoli Bill and chanting “We're all il-
legals! Our flag is red, not red, white and
blue!™’

Police Demonstrate Essence of
Simpson-Mazzoli

The police were, however, determined
not to let this be the final word heard on
this subject that afternoon. Class-
conscious action against the U.S. impe-
rialists’ attacks on the foreign-born has
always been a serious concern to the
authorities. In 1982, for instance, a
demonstration against the *‘Operation
Jobs™ immigration raids which was held
in L.A. shortly before May Ist was the
occasion of a brutal police attack, and
serious felony charges from this attack
are still pending in the courts. Further,
the L.A. police have been maneuvering Lo
ban revolutionary internationalist activi-
ty from the park area for some time.
Since March a number of arrests have
been made and citations have been issued
in the park for “‘crimes’” such as selling
the Revolutionary Worker and other
revolutionary literature. The result,
though, has been far from what the police
have wanted; outrage at these blatant
political attacks has been widespread and
a court case, which the ACLU was in-
volved in, was initiated against the city
which has resulted in a temporary injunc-
tion being issued prohibiting the police
from enforcing the law which was used to
attempt to ban literature sales.

When police entered the park late Sun-
day afternoon, they initially demanded
that the bullhorn being used by the
speakers be turned off, a blatant political
attack since one of the groups of
evangelist bible-thumpers that infest the
park on Sundays had just ended their ral-
ly in the same area, which featured
amplified guitars, microphones and so
forth. The police, who had obviously
been waiting until the evangelists left to
make their move, arrived on the scene
while these people were still in the process

(.

of packing up their sound equipment!
The bullhorn was not turned off and in-
stead speakers at the rally exposed what
was going on (o the crowd, drawing the
obvious link between what the Simpson-
Mazzoli Bill was intended to do and the
attempt to suppress this rally. Indeed, the
Los Angeles Police Department should
be commended for giving a concrete
demonstration of just what Simpson-
Mazzoli is intended, in part, to do — to
control and suppress revolutionary
political activity — not (o mention pro-
viding a living example of the “‘freedom
to demonstrate’’ and other such classless
drivel,

Within minutes two more police cars
had arrived: on the scene. The crowd,
which by now numbered 200 and was still
growing, was becoming more angry as it
became obvious what the police were do-
ing. The speaker’s exposure of the police,
Simpson-Mazzoli and American “‘free-
dom and democracy’’ was punctuated by
shouts of approval or catcalls at the
police from the crowd. The speaker,

however, did not stop there, pointing out’

that it is not enough to simply try to stop
attacks like Simpson-Mazzoli, what is
needed is to analyze and understand
world events in order to prepare for
revolution. This drew shouts of approval
from the crowd, and a round of applause
when it was translated into Spanish.
Perhaps the police decided that simply
making a few arrests would not be
enough to make the point they wanted to
impress on the hundreds of largely pro-
letarian immigrants who were watching.
In any case, what they did was far more
than simply that.

A short distance away yet another
police car drove over the curb and
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sidewalk and into the park, towards the
rally. This pig then ran over animmigrant
in the park! According to people who
were near the scene and witnessed this,
the man was sitting on the grass when
police ran over him with their front
wheels and then — while part of his body
was under the car between the two wheels
— proceeded to back up, running over
the person a second time. The crowd
surged towards the police and the injured
man who was now lying alongside of the
car, The other police rushed to their bud-
dies who had run over the man and the
whole group of them were surrounded by
an angry crowd that grew to at least 400.
Shouts were traded back and forth and
the police attempted to push the crowd
back.

Within in a few minutes an ambulance
and a fire truck were on the scene. Mean-
while revolutionaries exposed this latest
wanton act of police terror. An im-
migrant who had been present
throughout much of the rally approached
the woman speaking on the bullhorn. Tell
the crowd, he said, that this was no acci-
dent — this is exactly what Simpson-
Mazzoli is all about, to terrorize the peo-
ple into submission. Say it in English,
too, he said, because some of the crowd
— and the police — speak English. The
police understood a few other things as
well — like that they’d better get out of
this situation in a hurry. But they wanted
to make sure that they left on their terms,
with the message they intended to deliver
o those present still intact. Five revolu-
tionaries were arrested, some were beaten
briefly by the police in full view of the
crowd, they were all handcuffed and
quickly put into police cars. And the

Continued on page 14
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Support For Worldwide

Fund Drive

Comrades,

The news of the Second Conference
of the Marxist-Leninist Parties and
Organizations and the formation of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment is spreading fast all around the
world. It seems that the same historical
conjuncture that gave birth to Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement is
also responsible for its growth and
strengthening.

The astounding news of the May Day
1984 celebrations under the united ban-
ner of Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement has laid the foundations of
proletarian internationalism in practice.
Although the celebrations were dif-
ferent in form in different countries due
to the particularities of struggle, the
overall impact of May Day '84 has
brought a new quality and height to the
struggle of the international working
class and oppressed people.

Comrades,

May Day '84 was symbolic and its in-
fluence went far beyond the countries
of the celebrating forces. The echoes of
“Long Live proletarian internationalism”
chanted in one country added strength
to the struggles of people in other con-
tinents. May Day '84 brought warmth
and hope to the hearts of all who live
and struggle for a prosperous life that is
possible only in a world free from im-
perialism, reaction and oppression.

With this goal, despite the fact that
the war-stricken people of Afghanistan
and the Afghan revolutionaries
desperately need financial and material
support to continue on with their just
struggle (those in Afghanistan lucky
enough to work make a mere $5/month
which must support the whole family),
we — a group of Afghans living in the
USA — would like to participate in the
fund raising program of Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement. We pledge
to contribute monies that are earned by
hard labor for the future activities of
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment. We also call on all those who
hate imperialism and support the strug-
gles of the oppressed to make whatever
sacrifices necessary to contribute and
make the fund drive a success.

Down with Soviet social-imperialism!
Down with U.S. imperialism!

¢

Down with international imperialism!
Long Live Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement!
Victory to the struggle of oppressed
people!
A group of revolutionary Afghans
living in the USA
In Struggle!

REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALIST
MOVEMENT — ANTI-IMPERIALIST
WAR DREAMS

In order to pierce the bourgeoisies'
stranglehold on our world, the'‘Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement
needs our money. Our money, as we
well know, that is trickling down to us
from the very exploitation by these
same imperialists who are laying waste
to whole countries and peoples, and
who are now preparing for yet another
war to end all wars, though this time
that may be literally true.

Where do our responsibilities and
aspirations lie? Where is our future? My
old man is one of the “instant people”
— a day laborer. I, myself, with an in-
jured hand, have been off work for a
month, with at least 5 more weeks to go
before a paycheck is in sight (assuming
| still have my job, of course). The
screws are tightening. | have a
daughter. Her fate is rapidly being seal-
ed by imperialist war dreams.

To me the Revolutionary Interna:
tionalist Movement holds out a candle,
a fragile light against the darkening
skies. And if it is money that will
strengthen that light; money, that will
transform that candle into a torch,
spread and deepen it into a raging fire
— then that is alright by me. Because |
can't stop the U.S. in El Salvador, or
Lebanon, or Miami, et al., but | can give
some of my slave wages to the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement.

So, | am contributing to the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement, more
if | can come up with it. And | urge any
others who have survived, with any
aspirations, in this sordid world to con-
tribute, too.

—An angry wage slave (Portland)
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Support The Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement!

The Revolutionary Worker callis for
a special effort to bulld support for
the Revolutionary Internationalist

Movement $o that this

new movement may launch its
historic work In the most
powerful way possible.

We call for:

® Broad circulation of the Declaration of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement.
Readers are especially encouraged to put the
Declaration in the hands of proletarians and
others from countries around the world and to
send it to their friends, relatives an
internationally.

m Correspondence, statements and messages of
support for the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement. (These can be sent via the RW/, Box
3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL 60654

= Full support for the launching of a
worldwide fund drive called for by
the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement by pledging and

gathering funds.

d contacts

The participating organizations of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement are:

Central Reorganisation Commiltee
Communist Parly of India (Marxist-Leninist)

Ceylon Communist Party
Communist Collective of Agit/Prop ltaly

Communist Parly of Colombia (Marxist-Leninist)
Mao Tsetung Regional Committee

Communist Party of Peru
Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist
Haitian International Revolutionary Group
Nepal Communist Party (Mashal)
New Zealand Red Flag Group
Nottingham and Stockport Communist Groups Britain
Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla Bangladesh
Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia
Revolutionary Communist Party, India
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
Revolutionary Communist Union Dominican Republic
Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran)

Chosen
People

Continued from page 2

rakhan into the golden circle of official
“‘public life,”” and as the figure presently
setting the political tone for Black partici-
pation in bourgeois politics. It was up to
the “‘President of Black America' to
publicly take his stand on a sacred princi-
ple of U.S. imperialist statecraft. We sug-
gest that those forces who genuinely wish
to oppose U.S. imperialism, and yet have
been swept up into supporting Jackson’s
bid (and there are unfortunately quite a
few such people) examine his remarks
closely:

“My staff in Washington has now
briefed me on Minister Farrakhan’s com-
ments in his most recent speech. I refer
specifically to his comments describing
the creation of Israel as an ‘outlaw act’
and his assertion that nations that helped
found and now support Israel are ‘crimi-
nals in the sight of Almighty God.’ I find
such statements or comments to be repre-
hensible and morally indefensible. 1 dis-
avow such comments and thoughts.
...Such statements and thoughts have
no place in my own thinking or in this
campaign and [ call upon all of my sup-
porters to join me in speaking out in sup-
port of my stand. ...I will not permit
Minister Farrakhan's words, wittingly or

unwittingly, to divide the Democratic
Party.” His remarks went on to raise up
again the need to “‘heal the wounds'’ and
defend “‘the very fabric: of our national
civility.”

Exactly what Farrakhan’s intentions
were (“‘wittingly or unwittingly’’) in con-
tinuing his attacks on Judaism and Zion-
ism is not clear — he has his own social
base and a political agenda which
deserves further analysis in the future. It
is quite possible that he s less enthusiastic
about cementing Blacks to Mondale’s
backside than the rest of the Black politi-
cal figures we've mentioned. But what-
ever his intentions, in the resulting politi-
cal storm Jackson (once again) was quick
1o point out which unity he cherishes, and
which interests define that unity. This res-
cuer of bombardiers, CIA ag.. ‘< and co-
caine smugglers from Third Woriu |, -
sons, Jesse Jackson, is a creature of U.S.
imperialism, lovingly nurtured and
nudged along by a sophisticated media,
and ever mindful of his master’s voice.
When Farrakhan chose (o contest Israel
for the mantle of ‘‘God’s chosen
people,”” it became clear in the fallout
that on one important (in fact, crucial)
point, there is unity between Reagan,
Mondale, and yes, Jesse Jackson: it is
U.S. imperialism that is really sacred in
god’s divine schemes, and this is one arti-
cle of faith they intend to make sure that
no one is allowed to forget, or deviate
from. - it
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