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T he ~cnse of wonderment. on a na­
tional le\cl, e·em~ 10 begin somC\\here 
near Loo~e Creek, Missouri. Tha1's 
\.\here I he ,'\ew York Times first 
di~co\·ercd the big surprise: " ome1hing 
unu~ual and unplanned .. . happening as 
1he Olympic torch makes ils way slowly 
across the nat ion these days.·· It could 
ha\e ' taned at any o f a hundred other 
specially '>C lect::!d represent al ives of 
A mericana - Jericho. Arkansas; Flat 
l u:k. Kentucky; !\tule. hoc. Texas; Bliss, 
Idaho; M oses Lake, Washington; or 
maybe 1he place 1ha1 by name alone 
deserves to be designated 1he Official 
American Small T own oft he 19840lym­
pics - Dinosaur, Colorado. As the 
Olympic Torch Relay passed lhrough the 
provinces. a groundswell of discovery 
passed 1hrough the major U.S. media. 
Ou1 of the blue (not 10 mcmion red and 
white), it had become apparent 1ha1 lhe 
Olympic T orch Run was bringing for­
ward - lo and behold . . . are you sirrin?. 
down?. . . >'011 're nor gain?. to believe 
this one - an emotional outpouring of, 
of all things, PATRIOTISM. For gosh 
~akcs , who'd ever have thunk tha1 1he 
Olympics would have anything 10 do with 
that? 

But the e\idence is everywhere. 
Alongside 1wo-lane highways, as the en­
tourage of siren-blaring state police, 
logistical support trucks and 1orch run­
ners rambled down the road, reporters 
have managed to discover any number of 
loyal Americans with Old Glory waving 
from their pick -up trucks and tears 
streaming down their faces. In town afrer 
town , mayors clear their throats to say 
something good about America, while 
the high-school bands strike up an ap­
propriate tribute - such as "America the 
Beautiful." Only a cynic would commen1 
that the local power structures of Main 
S1reet, USA seem to be engaged in all-out 
mobilization; in Denver. ABC TV notes 
the athletic participation of the mayor 
and the musical accompaniment of the 
Denver Symphony and declares the nag­
waving crowds to be a spontaneous out­
pouring. The Torch Run is like a 
9,000-mile Norman Rockwell painting. 

But 1hc best thing about the Olympic 
Torch Run is the tidal wave of emotion, 
the throwing of national pride, that has 
enveloped loyal Americans all across the 
heartland. No matter whether it's in 
Centerville, Utah, or out among lhe 
amber waves of grain in Kansas, there is 
always some<;>ne who, as the procession 
rolls by, turns to a reporter and, choking 
back the tears, cries out, "It makes me 
proud to be an American." It doesn't 
take much, does it . Then there are reports 
o f people spending their vacations criss­
crossing the path o f the Torch Run. Em­
pirical data such as this has convinced a 
large part of the world that Americans 
have smaller brains than other homo sa­
piens. However, it 's not brain size but im­
perialist posi1ion in 1he world that has 
given birth to the numerous yahoos that 
inhabit the home o f the brave. These are 
j ust plain folks, ready and willing to 
demonstrate 1heir love for America when 
their nation calls on them to do so ... and 
eager to drop some napalm or a few 
nukes when tha1 's demanded as well. 
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The 
Chosen 

Contest 

T he unspoken secret of American 
democracy is that the fundamental in­
terests of U.S. imperia lism are to be 
neither questioned nor debated in the of­
ficial political a rena. " Responsible politi­
cal figures" do not venture beyond the 
limi t.s of "responsible debate." Ques­
tioning the need for "nat ional defense" is 
definitely out of bounds, as is publicly 
questioning the superiority or the justice 
o f the "American system." And among 
the o ther such defining art icles o f faith 
stands the o ne which Rev. Louis Farrak­
han violated last week: " responsible poli­
tica l figures" never quc!ttion the sanctity, 
or the morality, or the permanence of the 
state of Israel, period. 

From a pulpit on the South Side o f 
Chicago, Louis Farrakhan, head of the 
Nation of Islam, called the creat ion of 
Israel an "outlaw act," and asserted that 
the natio ns that helped found and now 
support that Zionist s tate arc "criminals 
in the sight of Almighty God," adding, 
"Thi~ I want the Jews to know and we 
want the world to know: tha t· they arc not 
the chosen people of God." 

"Now that nation called Israel never 
has had a ny peace in 40 years a nd she will 
never have any peace, because there can 
be no peace st ructured on injustice, th iev­
ery, lying and deceit and using the name 
of God to shield your gutter (or "dirty" 
- by some accounts - R W) religion 
under his holy and righteous name. 
America and England and the nat ions, 
because of their backing of Israel, a re be­
ing drawn into the heat of the third world 
war, which is called Armageddon. Oh 
America, you have blundered so and in­
stead of recognizing the mistake you have 
made and making amends, you persist in 
your evil and so the consequences of evil 
must come. 

"You hate us because we dare to say 
that we are the chosen people of God a nd 
can back it up. We are ready to do battle 
with you wherever you come from in the 
earth. It is the Black people in America 
that is the chosen people of Almighty 
God." 

Now this is not unusual. Farrakhan has 
preached such sermo ns before. His vitw 
echoes that of Elijah Mohammed before 
him. It is a mix o f Islam ic mythology, 
Kaddafy-style anti-Zionism, a messianic 
chauvinism about the importance of spe­
cifically American Blacks , with a dose of 
o ld-style anti-semitism; and it expresses 
well the kind of contradictory posit ion 
and o ullook o f a sect ion o f the Black pet­
ty bo urgeo isie these days. A k ind of "we 
want in or we want out o n a neocolo nial 
basis' ' program. 

But something is new: Farrakhan 's 
position in American political life has 
changed over the last year. An a lliance 
has been forged. Farrak han has applied 
h is credentials as the " unrepenta nt Black 
nationalist" to help make the electoral 
arena fashionable among the alienated, 
in order to better pro mote Jesse Jackson's 
campaign among certain sections of the 
Black masses. And in the process, Far-
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rakhan has been annointed "official 
Black militant o f the eighties" and given 
a slice of the public spot light along with 
Jesse Jackson's "presidency of Black 
America.'' 

It was as a newly official somebody 
that Rev. Farrakhan ran his familiar rap 
last week. And for the second time in this 
election campaign his remarks struck 
nerves. Almost immediately, the enti re 
bourgeois political arena resounded with 
a deafening nood or answering shrieks, 
squalls, cawing and chatter, as political 
figures or a ll stripes and status sounded 
off from their various perches. Valuable 
as it is to d raw Black people "into the 
political process, " some political screen­
ing was being demanded. In the wake of 
Farrakhan's remarks, the denizens of 
American official pol itics felt called upon 
to reassert ·'responsible limits." 

Poking around this aroused menagerie 
is instructive because of what it reveals 
about the class inte rests at play, and how 
the bottom lines of imperialism are as­
serted . 

First of a ll , to underscore tha t some­
thing sacred had been violated here, the 
Senate o f the United States of America 
took the unusual step (a nd " unusual" is 
putting it mildly!) of voting 98 to 0 for an 
o ffic ia l resolution calling on the chair­
men or both major parties to issue repu­
diations, in writing, of a sermon given by 
a Black preacher in Chicago's ghetto. 
Meanwhile, the leading heads o f Ameri­
can politics were only too eager to line up 
at the microphone. 

The New York Times reported tha t 
"without mentioning Mr. Farrakhan by 
name, President Reagan said that there 
was no room in the Republican Party for 
those who preach 'bigotry and ugly rhe­
toric.'" (This is true - the Republican 
Party is a lready crammed completely full 
of reactionary bigots mouthing ugly rhe­
toric! ) 

Right on the firing line, o f course, were 
the forces of Fritz Mondale, whose party 
was under attack for allowing such "irre­
sponsibility" to lurk o n its nanks. Here 
there was a mixture of agonized worry 
and an unco nfused recognition of duty. 
The worry was, of course, tha t the Demo­
crats might accidentally botch things, and 
kiss off the Black e lectoral interest they 
tout as so valuable both to their own pre­
sidential ambitions and to the health of 
the imperialist system. In the face of tha t 
danger, they nonet heless did not waver 
on a question of imperialist principle. 
Mondale: " Mr. Farrakhan's obscene 
statements deserve to be condemned." " I 
have made it clear, in my opinion Farrak­
han's statements are such that not only 
must all of us, including Reverend Jack­
son, reject what Farrakhan said, but re­
pudiate Farrakhan himself. " " The only 
way to advance the cause of justice in 
America is to condemn bigotry whenever 
it appears.'' 

Interestingly, neither Reagan nor 
Mondale (nor the bourgeois press) ever 
bothered to refute the charge that Israel's 

creation was an "outlaw act" or that its 
nurturing const itutes a " criminal con­
spiracy." Officially, we suppose the rea­
son given. would be that such charges 
don't "dignify a response." Instead we 
a re trea ted to American chieftains sup­
posedly recoiling in horror a t the discov­
ery of bigotry in America ! America, 
mother lode of national oppression in the 
world. 

Responsible Black Fircfighlcrs 

Mondale, of course, was not really all 
that worried that his denunciat ion o f Far­
rakhan would mean an estrangement 
from the mainstream of Black bourgeois 
politics. After a ll, he and his party have at 
their beck and call the most jealous de­
fenders or bourgeois poli tieal order ima­
ginable: the "responsible Negro leaders. " 

No sooner did t·he headlines reveal that 
there was a danger o f Mondale being 
"embarrassed" by indiscreet remarks 
tha n, li ke firefighters, these loyal 
operatives came out with hook and lad­
der to suppress the political fuss and sit­
uate "Black political participatio n" 
fi rmly back in the mainstream of imper­
ial ist po litics. 

According 10 the New York Times, 
Andrew Young "began priva tely talking 
to Black mayors of big ci ties and o lhers in 
a n effort to reach a consensus on how to 
deal with the Farrakhan problem, ac­
cording to an a ide. One option Mr. 
Young was exploring, the aide said, was 
having the mayors explain to Mr. Farrak­
han the political impact of his statements 
a nd the necessit y for him to keep out of 
the news through the November elec­
tio n." 

Muhammad Ali, associated with the 
crudely patriotic American Muslim M is­
sion of Wallace Deen Muhammed, 
po pped up to hold a news conference, 
and reportedly attacked the media for im­
plying that all Muslims in the United 
States shared Farrak han ' s ant i-Zionist 
views. 

The NAACP creaked on to the scene 
with a particula rly interesting twist. Their 
executive director, Benjamin L. Hooks, 
pointed out, "In attack ing Israel, Minis­
ter Farrakhan overlooks the historical 
fact that it was Ralph Bunche, a Black 
American, who led efforts as a United 
Nations negot iator for Palestine that re­
sulted in bringing peace to the Middle 
East in the post-World War II period and 
the establishment of tha t state." In ot her 
words, historically the Black bourgeoisie 
has played a crucial role as interna tional 
"broker" for U.S. imperialism, serving 
10 legitimize U.S. imperialist interests. 
Remarks such as those of Fa rrakhan cast 
a cloud o n that legacy, and o ne not quite 
in tune with the mainstrea m of Black 
bourgeois thought on how best to ad­
vance their interests in the next world 
war. 

But of all the Black pol it ical leaders, 
the spotlight was, of course, on Jesse 
Jackson, as the man who brought Far­

Continucd on page 15 
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Throw Down in the Stre~ts, 
Not at the Ballot Box in ~84! . 

On June 28, 1984, Carl Dix, a foun­
ding member and a spokesperson for the 
Re1•olutionary Communist Party, USA , 
held a press conference in San Francisco 
to declare his ANTI-CANDIDACY in 
1984. Following is 1he text of his state­
ment al the press conference. 

J une 28 , 1984 

In this year of president ia l politics, 
we've been bombarded with appeals to 
base our activity on gett ing a Democra t 
elec ted president. All who 're d issa tisfied 
with the way 1hings are m ust make dump­
ing Ronald Reagan their main task , we're 
to ld. Not s urpris ingly, ru ling-class 
spokesmen promote this crap. So do 
many who consider 1hemselves radical or 
even revolutio na ry. 

In opposi tio n 10 a ll this poison, I 
declare my A NTI-CAN DIDAC Y in 
1984, running against the no tio n that the 
in1erests of the oppressed can be ad vanc­
ed through elec1oral poli tics in '84. If 
voting is the way to cha nge !hings, why 
are state, local and federal government 
o fficials, the med ia, e tc., encouraging us 
to regis1er and vote? Benea1h 1he cloak of 
a free choice be1ween poli tical parties and 
candida tes lies the reality tha t it is their 
governmenr a nd it always acts in the best 
in1eres1s of the imperialists. 

who say tha t Black progres5' is tied 10 
which party is in r he White House a re a lso 
igno ring reality. From 1965-83, the co n­
ditio ns o f the great majority o f Black 
people have deterio ra ted o n a lmost every 
fro nt. Infa nt mo rta lity ra tes a re higher. 
150/o mo re Black families live below the 
povert y line, income for Blacks remains 
little more than I / 2 tha t o f whites. This 
trend has not been reversed by changes in 
who was in the White House o r increased 
numbers o f Black e lected o fficia ls. 

Take a look a t the candida tes fro m 
amo ng who m we' re expected to choose a 
savio r. Mo nda le - vice-president during 
the Carter administra tio n . Arc we sup­
posed to believe that he's changed, or are 
the la te ' 70s the good o ld d ays we ' re try­
ing to get back to? Hart - the new ideas 
candidate. H is new ideas include the no­
tions tha t the U .S. is spending the defense 

·budget o n the wrong kinds o f weapo ns 
and tha t in o rder to win a war against the 
Russians, the U .S. must prepare to fig ht 
it in a diffe rent way. (His favorite models 
a re the Germa n blitzkrieg in WW2 a nd 
just abo ut a ny Israeli campaign.) Ob­
viously, either o f these would be a fine 
representa tive for a system tha t has drag­
ged the world to the brink o f war. 

Many say tha t the Jesse Jackson cam­
paign is ra ising progressive positions o n 
ma ny issues a nd involving a segment of 
society tha t had previously been outside 
the politica l process and should be sup­
ported by p rogressive people. If Jackson 
represents such a progressive agenda , 
then: 

(I) Why did he go to Syria to secure r he 
release o f Ro bert Goodman who had 

been captured while d roppi ng bombs 
on the Arab people, bur say and do 
no thing about the imprisonment o f 
Alfred Griffin , the Black marine who 
refused to go to Leba non a nd fight 
against the Arab people? 
(2) Why did the U.S. A rmy ferry him 
around their bases in W. Germany last 
fall to have meetings wi th the troop~ 
a nd 10 pose for pictures in a ta nk wear­
ing a para trooper's uniform ? 
(3) Why did he go ro the Berlin Wall 
and say, " ... the Wa ll represents the 
dividing line between freedo m and 
tyranny." 
(4) Why in the 1960s and again in the 
1980s was he among the first of those 
trotted out by the rule rs 10 cool out the 
m asses ris ing u p in rebe ll ion? 
(Rebellions which must be upheld by 
everybody who opposes o ppression.) 
A nd why did he, in respo nse to the ac­
qui tta l of the Miami cops whose 
murder of Nevell Jo hnso n in '82 
sparked the O vertown rebellio n, say, 
" Turn your out rage into votes for 
me. " He might as well have said , 
"vote for me and I' ll set you free." , 
(5) Why does he ad vocate FDR's 
Good Neighbor Po licy towards Cen­
tral and South America as a model 10 
be followed today when tha t policy 
was, in fact, a way for the• U.S. to 
crush rebell ion and install pro-U .S . 
dictators (like Somoza in Nicaragua ) 
rhrougho ut the region? And why did 
he ha il Secreta ry o f Sr a te Shultz's trip 
10 Nicaragua to lay d own the law 10 
the Sandinisras as " a step in the right 
di rectio n"? 

-~-. 

(6) Why d id Time, Ne1v.nv~ek . C BS, 
ABC, etc., crown him rhe leader o f the 
Black masses even bcf0re he declared 
himself a candidate? 

Jackson 's progressive agenda co mes 
down lo crit icizing certa in government 
policies but staying wi thin the limirs of 
what 's best for the "nat io nal interests" 
o f U.S. imperia lism. In this way it helps 
ro limit the terms o f debate and draw rhe 
p o liti ca l o p pos iti o n b eh ind th e 
bourgeoisie and against the people of rhe 
world . Such a candidacy is truly the 
"right stuff" for U.S. imperia lism . 

T he poi nt is that we, the wo rkers and 
oppressed people living in the U.S., share 
no interest in the U.S. empire o r any o f 
the candida tes the ru lers wanr us to give a 
mandate 10 in rheir elect io ns. The o nly 
outcome tha t thei r system o ffers rhc 
world is war between them and their 
equally imperia list Sovier riva ls, no mar­
rer who ends up presiden t. On ly revolu­
tion, the a rmed overth row o f im peria­
lism, which the RCP is prepa ring to help 
bring a bout a<; soon as possible, can stop 
the threatened rerror of WW3 a nd end 
o nce and for a ll rhe ho rror that life under 
rheir system means for count less mi ll ions 
world wide. 

Falling for rhe eleqoral con game only 
aids rhe imperia lisrs. O ut in the street go­
ing up against the dead-end road is the 
o nly place to be. The right 10 vore has 
been won. Now we need the poli tical 
awareness and so phisticat io n no t to use 
it. 

By Carl Dix 
Anti-Candidate 1984 

Their message of lining up at the ba llo t 
box in ' 84, no ma11 er how it gets dressed 
up , comes down to trying to limit the 
polirical ac1ivi1 y of the m asses 10 the most 
favorable a rena for the o ppressors! What 
ge ts decided every 4 years in their elec­
tions is which representa tive o f the im­
perialists wi ll preside over do ing whatever 
is necessary to ma intain thei r worldwide 
empire. (Remember 1964, when Lyndon 
Johnson ran against the warmo nger, 
Goldwater? Johnson was elected and 
soon the U.S. had I / 2 millio n troops in 
Vietnam a nd was saturat io n bo mbing all 
of Indochina.) Today, rhis mea ns 
feverish preparations for a showdown for 
world domination between the U.S.- and 
Soviet-led imperialist wa r blocs. 

... -...... 

I ca ll on a ll 1hose who are outraged by 
them dragging the world to the brink of 
war, by imperia list aggressio n in many 
parts of the world , by the brutal oppres­
sio n of Black people a nd o th er 
minorit ies, by the degrad a tio n of women, 
by the twisting a nd mangling o f human 
endeavor to serve go d p rofi t ... I call on 
a ll those outraged at these crimes to join 
in opposing these attempts to suck our 
opposition to them a nd thei r system onto 
1he d angerous and dead-end pat h o f elec­
tora l politics . A t th is crucial time in 
history, we must take the path o f in­
dependent action, focusing o ur efforts o n 
building uncompromising resistance to 
what their system means for countless 
mi ll ions here and around the world. 

Those who promote this electio n as 
shaping up between a Democra tic dove 
and the warmonger, Reaga n, have for­
gotten (o r perhaps wish to forget) tha t the 
authorization 10 build the MX and Tri­
dent II missiles and the decision to place 
the Pershing and cruise m issi les in Europe 
date from 1979 when Carter was presi­
dent. Or that it was in the tare '70s tha t 
the rulers began to publicly float plans for 
fighting and winning nuclear war. Those 
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HOW TO SPOT A "FREEDOM FIGHTER" 

"It is not hard to tell , as we look around the 
world, who are the terrorists and who are the 
freedom fighters." 

Secretary of State George Shultz, speaking at a conference on 
" international terrorism," June 24th 

American advisor attached (where possible) 

Autographed photo 
of George Shultz. 
Inscription says: 
"To my fellow 
freedom fighters" 

/ 
Legionnaires Survival 
boot knife 
(concealed) 

Theoretical and educational 
reading material 

Tattoo reads " shoot 'em all , 
let God sort them out." 
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Correspondence 

A Proper Greeting For 
The Moral Majority 

The f ol/011'111~ correspondence was 
sent to the R W from a comrade in San 

Fran('iscp: The Moral Majority is com­
ing to Sodom and Gomorrah, otherwise 
I.. no" n as San Francisco, for Family 
• orum Ill Conference on July 12-13. "If 
you are concerned with the preserva tion 
of che family and tradic ional values, you 
mu..,1 be there": wich chi~ cry chey are 
descending into chis "den of iniquity" 
and raising 1 he banner of righceousness 
againsc the decay 1ha1 threatens America 
and ics hcaven-sanccioned dest iny. 

Occurring jusc day~ prior 10 the 
Democratic Convene ion, 1 here's un ­
doubcedly no small amounc of bourgeois 
roliticking involved here. Cercainly che 
Moral Majoricy hopes to embarrass che 
Democrattc Parcv for holding cheir con­
\ention in "such a place," given San 
Francisco' repu iatiun a~ a place full o f 
"unruly" people, as well as che real it y of 
ii'> large homosexual community. The 
"sin" of ho mosexuality is, afcer all, one 
of che big issues of the Family Forum 
agenda. It is a lso, in pare, a councermove 
to che Democrats holding their conven­
cion within Reagan 1erri1ory: California 
is a base of his supporc and many 
members of his cabinet are from here. 

And from 1heopposi 1e sideof1he same 
scupidity of bourgeois politics chis is sure 
10 be used as an occasio n 10 promoce a 
mouncain of "practical policies" in che 
form of, "Get Reagan out no ma11er 
whac." 

All of 1 his heightens 1 he need for a 
sciencific assessment of che Moral Ma­
jorit y, what they represenc, where chey 
come from, and how chey should be op­
posed - something that is lacking 10 a 
large degree in all rhe planning 10 oppose 
che conference. 

The mosr common answer given to che 
cause of the rise of che right is Reagan . 
Bob Avakian a lmosc chree years ago 
spoke 10 this quescion in che R Wand his 
analysis remains right o n target (R W No. 
116 "On Reaganism a nd che Rise o f rhe 
Right"): "Of course !here is some rela­
cionship between the 'rise of che right' 
phenomenon and the face chat Reagan is 
in the White House, that che U.S. is fran­
tically increasi ng its war budget and 
assuming a more openly belligerent role 
in the world , that attacks o n the oppress­
ed masses in the U.S. are being intensified 
at the same time as a llempts to suppress 
revolutionary uprisings in ot her countries 
are more flagrantly carried out and that 
che air is heavy with the at mosphere of 
suppression and suffocation, with dark 
ages ignorance (such as allacks on the 
~cientific fact of evolution and the pro­
mocion of. "creationism") officially en­
dorsed and encouraged from the highest 
Jeveh of governmenc. But ii is noc that the 
'rise of the rig ht ,' ac; some kind of 
popular groundswell repre_se~ting the ~x­
pressed interest of the maJOrllY of soc1e-
1y, is the cause of all this. Nor, for that 
mailer, is Reagan and entourage. the 
cause. They a re a ll sympc oms, renec11ons 
a nd expressions of not only che will but 
the sharpening necessity of the ruling 
class o f the imperialists to deal wich the 
decline of their position in the world, the 
heightening of 1 he contradictions o f their 
system and the growing_chall~n~es both 
from the rival bloc of 1mpenahs1s and 
from the once-again r ising revolutionary 
scruggles in many parts of che world. T o 
deal with this they muse call fort h the 
worst in society (and in individuals), 
stomp on (if not stom p out) resistance 
and revolutionary sti rrings, and even 
questioning in the critica l s pirit. 
Pacriotism, blind loyalty to country and 
government (and 'God on ics side'), the 
willingness 10 do and die to ' make 
America No. 1 again' - a ll this must no t 
only be brought back in style but made 
che commanding principle." 

As the R W has been pointing out a 
great deal as of late~ Reagan's diffe_ren~e 
with his Democrat ic predecessor 15 his 
open espousal of the need to wage World 
War 3 and openly furthering the a ll -

around preparaciorn. 10 do so . In this 
c;ense Reagan was needed because of. not 
despite, his crude CO\\ boyism. 

The quei.c ion isn ' t do we oppose and 
expose che Moral Majority and chis rise 
of che right. Do we orpo!>c and expose 
chem because of their hypocrisy, their so 
ca lled lack of morals? Or because they 
a re truly fitting represe nt a ti ves of 
America and the American Way of Life 
and 1ha1 their call to resto re the righcs of 
men god and councry over women. 
cricical chought and a ll those other 
"co untries," is a scriou\ call not just to a 
fringe of fanatics, but has its base in the 
more privileged sections of U.S. societ y? 
It is only in the second manner 1ha1 one 
can make sense o f the seeming incon­
sistency of cheir program, i.e., the Right 
to Life o n che o ne hand, and on the other 
hand Phyllis Schlany calling nuclear 
weapons "a gift from god." 

Firs t off, moralicy is noc an absolute 
category. It is dependenc on o ne's posi­
tion in society, most notably what class 
you belong 10 and what corresponds 10 
a nd a ids che interests of that class. In the 
case of the Jerry Falwells and Phyllis 
Schlaflys, they're conscio us agents of the 
imperialis ts ' interests. However, their 
program has a base among seccions of 
society which have received substanc ia l 
privileges from U.S. do minatio n of the 
world - no tably sections of the petty 
bourgeoisie, the labor a ristocracy a nd 
somewhat more bourgeoisified and up­
per scccions of the working class . These 
a re a lso largely the sectio ns who voted for 
Reagan . 

A not her way o f getting at the morals of 
this section is by asking, where did O zzie 
& Harriet come fro m a nyway? And the 
answer is - from the U .S. winning 
World War 2 and consolidating a vast 
U .S. -led empire in its wake. (If you say 
this is reason enough to prevent a nother 
such war fro m happening again, you're 
right!) 
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I think it is sa fe 10 say the ' " 50s 
family" was a particularly American 
phenomenon. At the close of World War 
2, women were pushed o uc o f work and 
pushed into the ho me in droves, a func­
cio n of the needs o f U.S. capita l at che 
time. Further, because of the ncocolonia l 
empire and the blood mo ney from cha t 
passed o n 10 la rge sections of the U.S. 
populacion (lisccd above), two incomes 
were no c needed 10 support a family in a 
degree of comfort . Thus begins the era of 
chc Boy Scouts, three kids a nd a wagon. 
and "keeping up with chc Joneses. " In 
fact, one could say in a certain sense, the 
abi lity to park a wife permanently in the 
home alongside two cars in the garage 
became a sign of really making it in 
America! 

Herc chc hypocrisy (and o utright lies) 
o ft he Moral Majority do enter.'Becausc, 
despice their rosey pictures o f godly har­
mony, the rea licy of a ll this for many 
women in chel>e st ra ca has been brutal. ln­
cesc, wife-beating, marriage rape, pro­
stitutio n, to say no thing of widespread 
a lcoholism a nd valium addiction among 
wo men - a ll this lies undernea th the long 
nowing whi te-chiffon gownl> seen on 
Jerry Falwell's stage. 

But this is most definite ly the '80s and 
no t the '50s. While this letter i ~ no t the 
p lace 10 track this d evelopment in detail 
- suffice it to say che erosion of the 
World War 2 ideal family was very bound 
up with the erosion of U.S. imperia lism 
as a whole. The Vietnam War and its r ip­
pling political, economic and milit ary ef­
fects, the rise and challenge of Soviet im­
perialism and the development of 
economic crisis in the U.S. empire -
have all contributed tot he changing posi­
tion o f women a nd chc fa mily. These 
forces have both pulled women inco the 
work force in unprecedented numbers -
inl o the burgeoning bureaucracy, service 
industry and the bollom of che industria l 
work force in key industries like elec-
1 ronics; and then unleashed women a long 
with others into chc political '>truggle both 
against the oppression of women, but 
more broadly into society and poli tical 
life as a whole. Sixty percent of' Hlack 
families and twent y percent of white arc 
headed by women . These s1a1is1ics give 
only a hint of the profound cha_nges 

underfoot in the fam ily presently. 
The po int o f a ll this is twofold -- firs t, 

che Moral Majo ricy is peaking to some 
very real d evclopmencs going o n in the 
"decline of the traditiona l American 
family values." These "family va lues" 
were o nly possible on the basis of the top­
dog dominacio n o f chc U .S. a nd their 
decay is rooccd in the overall decline of 
the U .S. And it is here one can see how 
the call to "rcscorc the righcs of the fami ­
ly" is integra ll y bound up wi th r~sc oring 
chc rights o f America. And this finds ex­
pressio n in chc policical programme o f 
chesc forces where the mosc back ward 
position on women is coupled with open 
espousal o r winning CJ nd waging World 
War 3 to rel.tore America . 

Granted a ll o f chis is cloaked in 
piousness - god 's grand plan and o cher 
medieval obscura111ism. And while many 
o f these idio cs accua lly believe in these 
myths, the overall promotion of this 
ideology by che impcrialiscs is mo re due to 
an effo rc to lend some grandure and 
divine design, some loftiness, no mailer 
how low, 10 the programme o f America 
as No. I . T he shabbiness o f this is a 
rcfleccion no t principally on chc 
ideologues of the Mora l Majority and 
Reagan , buc more on chc posicion of U.S. 
imperia lism and ics serious need for some 
new lies to buttress the old reactionary 
values and systems they serve - a prob­
lem no t easi ly solved . 

What constitutes Reagan's upbeac 
America is hii. visio n for a joyful march 
to Armageddon, for, ''This is not a 
return 10 chc 1950s and chc 'Cold War', 
buc 1 he act of preparacion fort he rea l, ho c 
war wich the rival im peria lis t Soviet bloc 
the U.S. imperia liscs have ol .. necessity as 
thei r programme. " (R W No. I) 6) This is 
not in contradiccion to the "right to li fe." 
For the key unsaid word is the rig ht to the 
American Way o f Life - and for this, 
world war is an absolucc nccessic y. 

There rs another reason for the Mora l 
Majorit y coming to Sa n Francisco, 
however. besides just si mply embarrass­
ing the Dcmocracs. Of cou rse, o ne can' ! 
speak of the Moral Majority coming to 
San Francisco withouc the inevitable 
clash between ic a nd San Francisco's pro­
minenc male homosexual population. 
Several weeks ago I a11ended the an nua l 
Gay Pride march held here in the city. 
Several things struck me. First was the 
most obvious woman-hating expressed in 
the leacher/S&M aspects of the over­
whelmingly male march. But also (and.in 
fact mo re predominant) was a broad 

Concinued on page 13 
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A visiror a r C hicago's O'Hare Airport 
o n the week of May 21 -24 mighr have 
thought W o rld War 3 had begun. T he 
military half o f !he airport was bu u ing 
" it h activity. Military aircraft periodical­
ly landed, unloading a strange cargo: 
hundred s of .. ,, a r casualties" who rapid­
!} fi lled the wa it ing a rea o n s tretchers and 
chairs. Splints and blood-red gauze in­
dica ted ma~si'v e burn~ of flesh and eyes, 
b roken backs a nd pelvises. i111ernal in­
j uries wi1ho u1 o pen wounds. i.e .. rhe type 
o f blasr and thermal injuries tha1 m ight 
o ccur in a nuclear blast or in tank war­
fa re. Medica l teams hurriedly moved 
a mo ng the moaning pa1ien1s asse sing in­
juries and administering initial 1rea1-
mcn1. Thi~ in forma tion was fed 10 the 
Emergency Medical Sen ices Commis­
sion . a coord inating center with liaison 10 
C hicago-area fire and rescue services, 
mass transit service, communicat ions 
centers and others. From here am­
bulances and fire department vehicles 
were assigned to tran pcm 1hese vict ims 
10 a netwo rk of 80 hospita ls which, if 
necessary , could have made a possible 
7 ,000 beds available 10 war casualties . 

This exercise was a war game, o ne of 
the fi rst major drills in the country of t he 
Civilian-M ili1ary Conl ingency Hospita l 
System (CMCHS). Mandated by the 
Secretary o f Defense in 1980, CMCHS 
was supposed to have this kind of yearly 
practi ce s ess ion at par1 i c i pa1 in ~ 
hospitals. But the initial a 11emp1 to sign 
up hospitals s tirred up widespread op­
posit ion among doctors a nd there has 
been a several yea r lull in further a 11emp1 s 
10 push these plans forward, including 
very few p revious d rills (we know of o nly 
o ne). This trial run involving a ll hospita ls 
in a major me1ropoli1an a rea represents a 
s ignificani escalatio n by 1he ruling class 
in its a11emp1 10 piece together so me 
semblance of a health care sys1em for 
world war a nd 10 enlist doctors in their 
efforts. 

This drill was countered by a pro test o f 
doctors at Cook County Hospit a l, 
Chicago's largest public hospita l. O n 
May 8 t he Medical Executive Commi11ee 
voted 8-6 aga inst joining 1he CMCH S. 
Despite 1he fact that this is a policy­
se11ing board, the hospital administra tio n 
overruled !hem, saying, "we have a con-
1ract with 1he Departmeni of .Defense." 
T he hospi tal adm in istra1ion argued 1ha1 
1his was not p repa rat io ns for war but 
merely an effort 10 make sure 1he hospita l 
was prepared for any disaster. Some doc­
tors agreed with this positio n and did n' t 
see this drill as part icularly geared 10 war. 
Others downplayed the drill as no th ing 
out of the ordinary. A fter a ll, for cer­
tification a ll hospita ls a re required to 
have 1wo emergency d ri lls a year. Bui 
many doctors fe lt that th is drill was part 
of preparations for nuclear wa r. On the 
firs t d ay o ft he drill 75-100 doctors set u p 
a picket line outside the hospital and 
many re fused 10 participate in the d rill . 
As one doctor put ir, " By supporting 
such a p lan we would be supporting 
genera l preparations for nuclear war and 
if you support p repara tions for nuclear 
war 1hen yo u are essent ia lly supporting 
nuclear wa r . That 's what the issues have 
been . Ii ble w up at this point because this 
was the fi rs t time it required more than 
theoretica l ag reement o r disagreement. 
There was an actua l drill and you either 
had to participate or not part icipate . . . . 
You can'! say on the one hand you don ' ! 
believe in n uclear war and on the 
other hand p a rtici pate in med ica l 
preparations." 

Civilian-Military Contingency Hospital 
System 

The U .S. Department of Defense has 
been wrestling with the contradiction of 
how to p rovide med ical care to milita ry 
perso nnel in a world war situa tion since 
the mid-1970s . A Pentagon "Fact Sheet" 
on the C ivilian-Mili tary Contingency 
Hospi tal System, published in January 
1982, poses the problem in historical 
terms: " Within the past seventy-five 
years, the United States has been engaged 
in four armed conflicts a broad.• Each 
has required various levels of medical 
support for U.S. military forces. In a ll 
four conflicts, there was sufficient time 
for the peacetime mi lita ry medical sup-

*Thi' i\ a n obviou, ly ridiculous undere~timation 
of U.S. involvement in a rmed conflict\ abroad . 
Here they are referring, for their own purposes, to 
major war\ - the interimperialisl wars WW I and 
WW2 a nd the U.S. war\ of aggrcs\ion in Vietnam 
and Korea. 

··casualties" wait ing at O'Hare airport. Tags tied to their arms 
describe their "injuries. " -

port system 10 be expanded to meet 
emerging needs. In the fut ure, however, 
sho uld an overseas conflict begin quickly, 
it might not be possible to expa nd the ex­
isting peacetime miliia ry medical sys tem 
in t ime to provide care for a ll the 
casua lties returning to the United Sta tes 
during the early stages." 

Saving Lives Together in Combat in 
the Community, the 198 1 U.S. Depa rt ­
ment of Defense 40-page pamphlet 
deta iling C M C HS , sheds further light on 
the medical pro blems and the type of wa r 
they a re preparing for. "Because of 
technical advances in weaponry and the 
great mo bility o f a rmies to day, a future 
la rge-scale war overseas will proba bly 
begin and end very rap idly and produce 
casua lties a t a higher ra te than any other 
war in his tory. T he q uickened pace a nd 
high intensity may no t a llow time to build 
the necessary milita ry medical su ppo rt 
base here in the United States to care for 
a ll t he casua lties return ing in the early 
stages of the conflict. " 

In case there is any question who the 
enemy will be in this war a n a rticle in The 
New England Journal of Medicine o n 
March 25, 1982, s igned by severa l Pen­
tagon docto rs p lanning the CMC HS, 
states: " Crisis a nd co nflict may occur in 

a lmost any a rea of the world and may 
' take place sim ultaneously in geograph­
ically separa te p laces. For example, 
NA TO forces face a formida ble threat 
from t he Wa rsa w Pact in Eastern 
Europe." T his article then goes on to 
deta il t he Warsaw P act weapons 

, threatening the W est. 
T he C ivi lian-Mi litary Cont ingency 

Hospita l System is proposed as an impor­
tant medical compo nent in this kind of 
wa r. The Department of Defense re­
quests tha t a ll 200-bed or larger civilian 
hospita ls in 34 desig na ted areas of the 
U.S. provide 50or mo re beds each to aug­
ment the military capability d uring times 
o f "la rge-scale future conflict" in which 
military hospita ls and the Veterans Ad­
m in is t r a ti o n a r e swa m ped with 
casua lties. T he init ial na tiona l goal se t 
was 50 ,000 civilian hospita l beds to be 
made ready for evacua tion in case o f na ­
tiona l emergency. If wa r broke o ut the 
civilian pa tients occ upying these beds 
would presuma bly be discha rged to be on 
their own to make room for the la rge 
numbers of milita ry casualt ies n own 
back to the U.S. W hy flown back to the 
U.S.? T he Pentagon sta tes that field 
hospita ls, such as tho se used extensively 
in the Vietnam W ar a nd World Wa r 2. 

would be a practical impossibili ty in the 
initia l stages of the war given the fas t 
mo ving, fluid ba11le lines. In " normal" 
wars these MASH-!ype hospita ls a re set 
up 5- 10 miles behind the front li nes, bu! in 
1he wa r they a.re now ta lking a bout it 
migh! no t be possible 10 es ta blish whe re 
!he front line actua lly is until severa l days 
or weeks int o the war. Also, a lthough the 
Pentagon d oesn '1 ment ion this in its 
lite rature on C MC HS, in all likelihood 
la rge areas o f !he ba t1le zone would be 
contamina ted with radia tion. 

Wha t this C MC HS pla n would mean 
in a 200-bed hospita l is fhe following: If 
the hospita l norma lly runs at 80 percent 
capacity with 160 beds oceupied , the 
milita ry would be assigned 50 of these 
no rma lly occupied 160, beds with an o p­
tio n to usurp the normally unoccupied 40 
beds as well. The h osp ital might , 
therefore, suddenly find itself with 90 o ut 
o f 200 beds occupied by severely injured 
milita ry personnel. 

In add itio n the Pentagon is clearly 
ta lking about major inj uries , any one o f 
which migh! !ax a hospita l' s cap abilit ies. 
This is clear from a " no tional profile" o f 
100 casua lties lis ted in Saving Lives 
Toxether. A dra ft positio n pa pe r by the 
Phys icia ns for Socia l Respo nsibility 
a na lyzes these potentia l victims: " Abou t 
ha lf of these a re severe t rauma a nd burn 
cases. The o ther ha lf a re not ba ttle 
casua lties by any d efinition and would 
not usu a llx in t imes o f peace or 
wa r . .. need hospitaliza t ion a t a ll, le! 
a lo ne urgent t ransoceanic transport to 
bed s hastily evacua ted by civilia ns with 
inpa tien t health care requi rements. O ne 
pla usible explana tio n is tha t in addit ion 
to the described medical conditions of 
these patients they have su ffered from 
hig h doses o f radiation exposure and 
therefore a re appropria tely categorized 
as high risk ba11lecasua lties in need of im­
media te hospita liza tion. " 

Let 's see how many hints we have 
a bout !he kind o f war they are ta lking 
a bo ut. So fa'r we have a la rge-scale wa r 
tha! could be fought simultaneously in 
severa l a reas o f the world against the 
Warsaw Pact. We have a war producing 
casua lties a t a ra te tha t "would very 
q uickly exceed the ca pa bility of both the 
VA a nd mil it a ry sys tems " (1978 
estima te, a to ta l of 120,000 beds). and 
mig h! within "48 hours " req uire the use 
o f a no ther 50,000 beds from the civi lian 
healt h care sector, or a to ta l of a t leas t 
170,000 beds with a high percentage of 
victims with severe bu rns and tra uma and 
the o ther ha lf possibly suffe ring from a 
high dose o f radia tio n exposure. And 
these plans are on ly for m ilita ry survivors 
in the first two days. O f course the Pen­
tagon scrupulo usly avoids the use of the 
words "world wa r" - and as far as the 
phrase " nuclear wa r," the thought never 
even crossed its mind. In fact the words 
they chose to describe the C MC HS plan 
evoke the image of a sunny day with safe­
ty patrols helping first graders across the 
s t reet. Everything so u nds feas ible. 
reassuring, positive in to ne. Every once in 
a while there is an underto ne tha t a little 
muscle could be applied , but tha t 
sho uld n't be necessary. After a ll , they im­
ply, the med ica l profession is made up of 
reasonable men and wome n dealing with 
a common problem . "Through emergen­
cy war legisla tio n, civil sector hospita ls 
m ight be req uired to support t he war ef­
fort in a declared na tio na l emergency," 
sta tes Saving Lives Together. "Our con­
cern, however, is that without advanced 
pla nning the integratio n o f civilian 
h ospital support will be disorganized and 
may unnecessarily disrupt many civilian 
com muni ties. It is our fi r m conviction 
t ha t a voluntary colla bora tive p lanning 
ef fort now will be of significant benefit to 
both milita ry and civilia n systems later." 

In other words, the Pe ntagon is only 
concerned about efficiency and rat iona l 
o rganizatio n. T his is a war they describe 
as the most destructive a nd deadly in 
world history __:.. a nd th is is ra tio na l and 
efficient! A war very likely to escala te 
quickly if not immedia tely to use of 
nuclear weapons, including a s tra tegic 
nuclear excha nge - and their concern is 
not to create an "unnecessary disrupt ion 
of U .S. civilian com m unities." A wa r 
producing " casua lties a t a higher rate 
tha n any other wa r in his tory" and their 
utmo st concern is to provide medical 
care , especially to the very troops they 
have just wasted as cannon fod der . C lear­
ly nothing here to get a reaso nable doctor 
upset. 

Co ntinued o n page 12 



Declaration of Independence, 
Equal Opportunity and 
Bourgeois Right 
by Bob Avakian 

With the "sound and .fury " of the upcominJ!. Democratic Convention 
dom inati111: the airwa1•e.\, we thought it was quite appropriate to reprint this ar­
ticle by Bob A 1•akian which was fir.st published in RW No. 230 - RW. 

Have those de mocrats who really love the Declaration of Independence 
- a nd here I'm talking about people genuinely opposed to tyranny and in­
justice, not bourgeois hypocrites - have they really read it and paid atten­
tio n to w hat it says? I recently re-read it as background for a book I'm hoping 
to w rite fairly soon I te ntatively titled Democracy: Can't We Do Be({er Than 
That?). Having just re-read the Declaration of Independence I am moved to 
ask such people to explain how something they regard as an enduring 
manifesto against oppression can contain such passages as the following com­
plaint against the King of England: 

" He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to 
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose 
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and 
conditions." 

It would be hard to imagine a more blatant and complete reversal of t.ruth and 
falsehood, of right and wrong, of victim and criminal, of just and unjust war­
fare, than is contained in this description - yes, in the Declaration of In­
dependence - of the relations between the Indians and the Europeans who 
founded the United States of America on territory they stole from the Indians 
through murder and plunder. And this passage, this perversion of history and 
fact , is not an aberration from but is consistent with the whole thrust of the 
Declaration of Independence. To gel an all-around understanding of this it is 
necessary to examine the Declaration of Independence in some detail and more 
fundamentally to examine it in its historical context and in its social and class 
content. 

Let's begin with the title. This document is precisely a declaration of inde­
pendence of one country from another, it is not a declaration calling for the 
abolition of all oppressive and exploitative relations, specifically not within the 
country that is declaring its independence. This is more particularly the 
declaration of the propertied and politically dominant classes within the emerg­
ing United States. AU this is clearly indicated in the content of what grievances 
are enumerated - and what evils are glaringly not mentioned, most prominent 
among them slavery (about this, more shortly). When the authors of this 
declaration list among the "abuses and usurpations" that have moved them to 
break free of the control of the English monarchy the fact that the latter is guil­
ty of "imposing taxes on us without our consent" and "cutting off our trade 
with all parts of the world," they are giving expression to the outrage of classes 
which are restricted in their accumulation of wealth and capital by these 
measures imposed by the ruling classes of a foreign power. Here it should be 
pointed our that a very significant part of that trade involved the trading in 
slaves and that even after this was abolished the trade in goods produced with 
slave labor, in particular cotton, was an integral and indispensable element in 
building up the economy of the U.S., including in the northern states where for 
a considerable period before the Civil War a large part of investment in 
manufacturing came from the profits of the textile industry in England, which 
in turn utilized to a large degree the cotton grown in the slave states in the 
southern U.S. And in the manufacturing establishments and manufacturing 
towns of the north the conditions of the working class attested to the most 
heartless exploitation and pitiless political oppression. 

All this begins to put into perspective the fine and famous words of the 
Declaration of Independence, ''that all men are created equal, that they are en­
dowed by their C reator with certain inalienable rights, that among these.are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. " Obviously, this did not apply to the 
slaves , nor to the "merciless Indian savages," nor to women - in the eyes of 
the framers of this Declaration it was literally men and specifically not women 
to whom this applied, which is demonstrated by the fact that they did not even 
grant women the right to vote when they framed their Constitution a few years 
later. The essential point, however, is not that the authors of this Declaration 
and the Declaration itself are hypocritical but that they represent definite class 
interests - exploiting class interests - and reflect a definite class outlook and 
bias. 

This is also revealed in the introductory passages of the Declaration, which 
are probably the best known. The basic case made in the Declaration for why it 
is justified to separate from England, beyond the specific grievances that are 
enumerated afterward in the Declaration, is that "the laws of nature and of 
nature' s G od entitle" each people to an independent and equal status among 
nations. Further, the "inalienable rights" of man derive from (are "endowed 
by" ) god and it is to secure these rights that "governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed .... "This is 
an idealist inversion of reality, and more specifically corresponds in basic terms 
to the theories o f such bourgeois political thinkers as the seventeenth century 
Englishman John Locke an~the eighteenth century French philosopher Jean 
Jacques Rousseau (whose main political doctrine, The Social Contract, I have 
analyzed, in terms of class content, in chapter I, part 4 of my book, For A 
Harvest of Dragons). Beyond the fact that there is nothing in "the laws of 
nature" that "entitles" people or nations to anything (and beyond the fact that 
there is no god at all), it should be clear by now that governments are not insti- ' 
tuted to secure " all men" the " inalienable rights" of "life, liberty, and the pur­
suit o f happiness," nor do they derive their powers, just or otherwise, "from 
the consent o f tt)e governed, " without regard to social class . This has never 
been true, or possible, in the history of the U.S. or any other country. Govern­
ments - or more precisely, states, meaning an apparatus of repression - arose 
with the emergence o f class antagonisms when the development of the forces of 
production made possible the accumulation of surplus and therefore of private 
property, leading to the dissolution of primitive classless society. The state ap­
paratus, o f whatever kind and in whatever form, represents and enforces the 

Continued on page 14 
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The fo llo wing is the text of a pamphlet 

wriuen and distributed by the Haitian In­
ternational Revolutionary Group 
(GR/A ) analyzing the May rebellions in 
Haiti and the response of various class 
forces to these events. The pamphlet was 
translated f rom French by the RW. 

After the riots of April 23 and 24 in the 
Dominican Republic which left more 
than 60 dead, it was Haiti 's turn. On May 
21, the city of Gonalves rose in rebellion 
against rhe brutalities of the local forces 
of repression and the dizzying cost of 
common consumer goods. 

A city with 45,000 inhabitants, 
Gonalves is located 150 km . north of 
Port-au-Prince. There is an extreme foo 
shortage in this region. The murder of a 
pregnant woman by the local police was 
the apparent detonator. The riots, which 
were violent, lasted four days. A CARE 
Foundation warehouse and stores 
belonging to notorious Duvalierists were 
ransacked. 

On the 29th of the same month, hunger 
riots like those in Gona·ives erupted in 
Cap Ha"itien, the country's second largest 
city with 50,000 inhabitants. A CARE 
warehouse was stormed and ransacked 
there also. 

On June I in Hinche, right next to the 
Haitian-Dominican border, a warehouse 
was attacked, seized and looted. Mean­
while, in Port-de-Paix, one Colonel 
Gracia Jean had his car "literally torn ti) 
pieces" while trying to arrest a citizen, 
and he barely escaped himself. 

Everywhere, the response of the dic­
tatorship was the same: intervention of 
troops from Port-au-Prince (including 
the so-called Leopards elite corps), 
machine-gunnings, bludgeonings , 
curfew, imprisonments, and finally ... 
promises of help. 

In Gona"ives, the army was not able to 
penetrate the Raboteau district and had 
to settle for cutting it off. The curfew is 
s till in force. In Cap HaHien, a tradi­
tionally revolutionary city, a 
"steamroller" confronted the police and 
a rmy in the poor districts o f La Fossette 
and Nan Bannan. The looting in Hinche 
was the work of students , a particularly 
immiserated a nd oppressed stratum in 
Haili. 

It should be noted, however, tha t the 
goods stored by CARE, supposedly a 
"gift" to the Haitian people, have always 
been sold a t a high price, profiting the 
prefects, mayors, officers and other 
Macoutes. And this is not a recent thing: 
at the time o f hurricane Hazel in 1954, 
under the government of General Paul 
Eugene Maglo ire, boxes of powdered 

· P .r 
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Jean·Claude Duvalier and the U.S. fleet 

milk and cheese and sacks of rice bearing 
the inscription "Gift of the American 
people - Not to be sold or exchanged" 
were being sold around the country to 
profit the General-President and his cli­
que of "defenders of representative 
democracy.'' 

The open revolt of the popular masses 
of our country against the Duvalier 
government, the in s trument of 
bureaucratic capitalism, feudal 
obscurantism, and of the compradors 
and lackeys of U.S., West European and 
Japanese imperialism, is completely just. 

It shows us what we must overthrow 
and destroy for good, that which must 
not exist in the future, and it reveals the 
prescriptions and programmes, as well as 
the positions of the different class forces 
and groups in motion. The events of the 
month of May are extremely important 
for class-conscious proletarians, in that 
they're an opportunity for the revolu­
tionary communists to present their pro­
gramme to the masses. That's why we 
uphold this escalation of popular struggle 
and urge all revolutionaries to work 
steadily and get prepared for taking 
leadership of even bigger struggles 
against the enemies of the Haitian people 
and of the peoples of the entire world -
imperialism and its flunkies. It's in this 
context that we support the struggles of 
the oppressed masses and revolutionary 
elements against the reactionary system. 

"IT'S RIGHT TO REBEL" 
(Mao Tsetung) 

The Haitian people have a long tradi­
tion of revolts: from the a ntislavery 
struggle to the struggle against feudal 
despotism and foreign intervention; the 
day to day struggle again st land 
monopolists, "commodity speculators" 
and merchants; and the struggle against 
the local agents of the successive dictator­
ships, from Vincent to Duvalier Jr. -
with Lescot, Estime, Magloire and Papa 
Doc in between. Yet, despite the crucial 
importance o f these struggles in the 
history of our people, many times 

-throughout this history the revolts of the 
Haitian people have been appropriated by 
sections of the ruling classes to their own 
benefit. 

That's why it's important to really . 
understand this last wave of rebellion if 
we want to see it change from "the me~ns 
of deception it has been until now, into an 
instrument of emancipation." (Marx) 
We must therefore study the programmes 
of all classes and groups of Haitian socie­
ty and present our own programme. 

The May uprisings in Haiti have the 
freshness of the first days of spring after a 
long painful winter. The exploited 
popular masses have awakened from a 
long hibernation to take to the streets and 
confront the reactionary order that exists 
in Haiti, stressing the slogans: "Down 
with hunger!, Down with dictatorship!, 
Down with repression!" These revolts 
are the prelude to other, more important 
events to come. They constitute a hope 
for the people and a challenge for the 
revolutionary elements. They are a 
challenge to all the enemies of imperialist 
domination and the reactionary ruling 
classes in its service, a challenge to seize 
the time a nd ta ke the necessary measures 
to lead the struggles and revolts of the 
people toward the overthrow of the dic­
tatorship of the imperialists and reac­
tionaries over the count ry - this dic­
ta to rship which is starving the people a nd 
seeking every day to intensify its system 
of exploita tion and misery. 

The Altitude of the Reactionaries 
Toward the Popular Demands 

The struggles o f the masses, a lthough . 

·It's 
Against 

spontaneous and sporadic, terrify the 
reactionaries. The Haitian ruling classes, 
the bureauc ratic and comprador 
bourgeoisie and the Duvalier regime took 
turns trying persuasion and massive 
repression to try to bring them to an end. 
After the exhortations of the Duvalierist 
ministers Cineas and Achilles in Gonalves 
came ·the generalized assault by all the 
forces of the regime: the army and navy 
(coast guard), Tonton-Macoutes and 
Leopards a~med to the teeth, firemen and 
ambulances. The government then an­
nounced "administrative measures," 
which would be funny if not for the 
calculated cynicism and contempt for the 
people that prompted them: asphalting a 
street in Gona·ives, creating 200 road 
ma intena nce "jobs " a nd funding 
prima ry schooling for 75 students in 
Gonalves. In addition to these important 
"reforms," the government transferred 
several officials of the Gona'ives ad­
ministration, including the head of the 
garrison and the head of the Tonton­
Macotttes, the justice of the peace, etc. 
Five ministers were excluded from the 
cabinet, one of them, apparently, for 
having suggested some "reforms" to 
ameliora te the deplorable conditions of 
the people. And to top it all o ff, two rah­
rah bands were hired to amuse the people 
o f Gonalves, who gave the cold shoulder 
to this crude maneuver. The same 
scenario transpired in all the other cities 
where the population had revolted. 

Mea nwhile, the government recalled 
it~ ambassador to Washington for "con­
sultation" and sent its minister of finance 
to the American capital to request a little 
more money in order to deal with the 
crisis. The American imperialists were 
begged to set up more "sweatshops" -
those centers o f unclea nliness and 
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superexplo ita tion paying $2 .65 for a 
day's work - and for more arms to 
smash the slave rebellio n. 

Despite these measures, the govern­
ment remains a top a barrel of gunpowder 
which could explode at any moment. And 
that's what makes them tremble with fear 
and fret over this " terrible situation." 
But tell us, if they are trembling with fear 
today and lamenting th is "terrible" 
situation, what will they say when the 
people take up arms to get rid of them 
once and for all? T he imperialists, the 
real masters of this " pla ntation," must 
also be trembling. T hey sent Admiral 
Ralph Hedgeb, chief o f air, naval and 
ground operations in the Caribbean 
zone, to Po rt -a u:.P r ince to decide or to 
communica te to Hai ti's General Namphy 
and to the Haitian government what 
measures to take. T he American am­
bassador to Port-au-P rince was mean­
while recalled to Washington for con­
sultation. No doubt the instructions were 
to unleash the repress ive apparatus 
against the people if they da red get out o f 
hand , i.e., struggle to overthrow the im­
perialists and the Hait ian reactionaries, 
whose role a s good "commanders" is, as 
with other react iona ries a round the 
world, to keep the imperialist " planta­
tions" in good working order. Haiti and 
the entire surrounding region occupies a 
strategically important place in the war 
preparations of the imperialisrs for a new 
division o f the world; a nd it is known that 
moves are underway for the concession 
of an American military base at Mole St. 
Nicholas, facing C uba . 

Shortly after these events , the 
American imperialists sun k a Haitian 
boat off the coast of Haiti, and of the 90 
persons on board, 23 were reported 
disappeared a nd 7 dead. The message 
thus flung at the Haitia n masses is that 
there is no escape from misery to the U.S. 
"You are in ·a trap, so accept it!" But 
the people will not accept it. 

Of course, the imperia lists, j ust like the 
reactionaries, have attempted and will a t­
tempt to lu re the people with aid, that is, 

with a lo t o f " disaster relief" ; assembly 
plants; " Food for Work" (that newly 
revised and corrected version of forced 
labor); torture; M I 6s and military 
assistance to the local forces of repres­
sion. The imperialists - the U.S. , France 
and Germa ny in particular - have 
already announced their intention to loan 
more money to the Haitian governme nt . 
And we will see them do all they can to 
avoid new uprisings. But try as they may, 
once the people learn to identify the 
author of their miseries, the sky will in­
evitably fall on the head of the im­
perialists. 

The Response of lhe Opposilion 

The attitude of "the opposition" 
toward the struggles of the masses is in­
teresting and revealing. 

The rightist " o pposition, " which 
groups all those wanting to take the place 
of Duvalier, has multiplied its traditional 
maneuvers: putsch, coups d'etat, inva­
sions, plo ts, constitutional struggles, etc. 
Thus, last month , American and French 
police dragnets caught two paramilitary 
groups preparing an "invasion. " Accor­
ding to an FBI agent \ report on the 
group a rrested in New Orleans, the 
group 's spokesma n, one Raymond 
Ramirez, sta ted : "I ' m looking for 
money, and when that works out , you 
can go into any bank and sign, I'll be a 
millionai re . . . . We're doing business, 
O K Ernie? We aren ' t politicians and 
never will be. Besides, the politicians will 
receive their instructio ns from us, 
because we will be the ma fia. You need an 
o rganization which is a government in 
itself to direct this fillhy government ... . 
You name a president when you ' re ready. 
The people of this country have no right 
to name a filth y president .. .. ' ' 

And h ow w ill th ey go a bo ut 
establishing this ma fia? Again, according 
to Ramirez: "They (his cohorts) will go to 
Port -au-Prince. T hen, these guys over 
there d ie. They will not escape! You ' ll 
remember tha t I told you that. That's 
how we do things. " 

In fact , for Ramirez a nd the reac­
tiona ries o f his ilk, the enemy is no t only 
Duvalier. T he ma in enemy is especially 
the explo ited masses . It 's thus obvious 
that for these swine, popular struggles are 

a terrible and to tally undesira ble th ing. 
We should expect to see a sha rp increase 
in their reactionary activity. 

But this is no t the only secto r to pro­
pose solutions for saving the boat in 
dist ress, the system that the masses want 
to " sink ." Consider, for exa mple, the 
secto r struggling around a nd for a con­
stitutional front. According to Constan­
tin P og n o n, the pre s ident o f 
PADRAMA, an " opposition" party in 
Ha iti: 

" There is opposition a nd opposit ion, 
fake opposition and genuine opposition. 
The former is narrow, egoistic, jealous 
and blind, because it's only looking out 
for its own interests, only looking for per­
sonal satisfaction . The latter is generous, 
altruistic, humanist, beca use it sees the 
higher interests, not of a man o r a group 
of men, but of the common fatherland , 
o f the entire national collectivity which is 
scattered in foreign lands as well as inside 
the country. Conducting a ba ttle of ideas 
and principles, this genuine opposition of 
necessity does not intend to combat those 
in power with the view o f wanting to 
substitute itself, as in ' Move aside for 

•me' ; this opposi tion, we say, instead in­
tends to help the government do right by 
means of objective, intelligent, construc­
tive criticisms, in the service, not of this 
government, but of the higher interests o f 
the common fatherland. " And, con­
tinues Pognon : " Caution! A real and 
constructive opposition must be the most 
vig ilant; and as watchman, it lo o1<s out 
first for the good as well as the bad ac­
tions by the government to call attention 
to . Acting in this way, it asserts itself as a 
'good collaborator.' It is thus incumbent 
on the government to understand it , and 
hence to recognize it, not for its own nar­
row cause, but for that o f the common 
fa therland . Such a n opposition, accor­
ding to circumstances arising from the 
development o f things, will always be 
ready, now or in the future, to serve the 
country, this common fatherland .... " 

In presenting the progra mme of the 
Haitia n constitutionalists in Haiti a nd in 
diaspora, Constantin Pognon instructs us 
th a t " t he re is oppo s ition a nd 
opposition. " But, while Pogno n and his 
fe ll ow rravelers pl ay " good col­
la borators," while they fl y to the aid of 
th"?! government in " th e common 
inrerest" of the imperia lists a nd the rul­
ing classes - o r the " common fa ther­
land " in good constitutionalist language 
- we sec the people, the advanced 
elements and the revolutionaries strug­
g ling and preparing to destroy th is 
" government " that Pogno n a nd those he 
represents want to preserve in the name 
of a " common fatherland " so dear to 
them. After such sta tements , is it possible 
to doubt that the May events in Haiti 
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could be a nything in their eyes o ther than 
a violent and anarchic phenomenon, and 
thus a rerrib le a nd undesirable thing in 
their " democracy"? · , 

As for the independent p ress, it is 
necessary to listen to Pierre Robert 
Auguste, di recto r o f the magazine Inf or­
mation, to learn how it intends to con­
front this dilemma: " It will be some time 
before we are out o f the Gona'ivian im­
passe. Gona'ives remains a ci ty to be 
reconquered through big social projects, 
a sustained po licy o f full employment, 
and the socio-cultura l integrarion of the 
youth . Moreover, it has a hard head a nd 
a hard-to-tame determination. Uncer­
tainty obscures the horizon." That's 
wha·t the independent press in Haiti pro­
poses to the reactionaries in power and to 

, the ruling classes in general. For its part, 
the independent press in exile pon­
tificates: "We canno t indulge in .a new 
folklorism of popular comba t. We are at 
a major historic crossroads, with our 
books and our follies, while our g reat 
witness is the people of the cities, the 
shanty-towns , etc ... . " Yes, for these in-· 
dependents the opposition is a 'ba nd of 
" squabblers," and under the preiext of 
"ideologica l struggle, an important (a nd 
qualified) sector o f the opposition spends 
its time shooting itself in the feet and ha r­
ping on a d iscourse which no longer has 
any connection to the experience of the 
people." Well then, it's time to stop these 
family squabbles in order to please these 
noble partisa ns of universal understand­
ing and fra ternity; it is necessary to have 
done with "the d issent ion of Tro tsky, o f , 
Tito ism, the denunciations of Stalinism 
by Khrushchev, the Sino-Soviet schism 
and the sad war between Vietnam a nd 
China . " The question for the in­
dependents, as for the revisionists o f 
PUC H whose praises they sing, is "to 
learn how to bring support to the popular 
opposition forces in Ha iti. " 

We must say right out to the in­
dependents o f Haiti-Demain and to a ll 
those who share their ideas, that the 
ideological struggles and spli ts they so 
detest, a nd this " squapble" which they 
declare foreign 10 the "experience of the 
people," a re truly indispensable and vita l 
for the forces really st ruggling to over­
th row the presently existing system in 
Haiti and elsewhere in the world. We 
und ers ta nd ve ry we ll why th ese 
ideologica l struggles are disturbing to a ll 
those who hope to ta ke the place of rhe 
Duvalier clique withour touching the 
neocolonial struct ures that have led to the 
present crisis. But fo r us who want to 
overth row this system in o rder to erect a 
communist system in its place, a ll these 
"dissentions" a nd all this " squabbling" 
have no t reached their lim it. 

Cont inued O il rage I() 
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It's Right to 
Rebel 
l°t'llf lll lll'J fn ,m page 9 

And what is 10 be said of the revi­
sio nists \\ho have abo presented their 
programme. in particular the Unified 
Party o f Haitian Communists (PUCH ). 
\\hose Secretary Rene Theodore declared 
the present period a "period of awaken­
ing." An a"akening which aspires for 
"a struggle directed towards the Duvalier 
dicta to rship and a struggle bent on bring­
ing an end to misery. Thus a programme 
o f transformation m ust be considered in 
order to be able to respo nd to the exigen­
cies of the hour. " The Secreta ry General 
o f P UCH continues with his lecture and 
informs us that: " ... the Unified Party 
of Haitian Communists has a programme 
of po litical action. Some members of the 
party live inside the count ry, o thers a re 
abroad to change societ) '· This party' s 
responses are directed toward the coun­
try, where it is necessary to contempla te 
how to help advance the struggle so tha t tt 
gains ground." He continues: " I can tell 
you that PUCH has a lways linked its ac­
tions wi th the H ait ian people . ... " 

One wishes that P UC H were to recount 
this nonsense to the hundreds of com­
rades and pt:ople who were killed in the 
course of the '60s wh ile P UCH was carry­
ing out a focoist struggle in the country, 
as well as to a ll the members o f this 
organizat ion who were extermina ted in 
the cells of the Duvalier~. including some 
who were turned in to the police by 
members of the o rganiza11o n . What a 
short memory PUCH has! Theodo re also 
tells us that "Our object ives a re too im­
portant. What interests the people now is 
nourishment and democracy, the end of 
the Duvalier dicta to rship, and protection 
against eco no mic a nnexatio n which 
is' engendering the lo ss o f na tio nal 
sovereignty.'' 

T his twaddle leaves us convinced of the 
impo rtance of th is "objective" o f the 
revision ists which in reality consist in ex­
tracting Haiti from the economic and 
polit ical do m inatio n of American - im­
perialism in order to place it under Soviet 
tutelage. For to listen 10 them, only 
Soviet social-imperia lism is capable o f 
protecting Haiti from "the economic an­
nexation which is engendering the loss o f 
national sovereignty." Such demagogic 
phrase-mo ngering poorly hides the sole 
o bject ive of PUCH which is to transform 
Haiti into a neoco lony o f the Soviet 
ca m p. Ye t , aga in acco rding to 
T heodore 's speech , the only means of a t­
tain ing th is objective in the present period 
is a policy o f reform and historic collf­
promise, u tilized by Soviet imperia lism in 
the count ries do mina ted by American im­
peria lism. A nd as the spokesman o f 
PUCH said : "We a re for coopera tion, 
we agree that it is necessary to sit at a table 
with the representa tives of a ll the other 
political parties to define an overall pro ­
gramme for advancing the popula r strug­
gle . ... " 

Haiti-Progres . A recent editoria l by 
th is newspaper published in New York 
complains of " this c ruelly ironical and 
paradoxical situat iol') in which we are 
helpless spectators of mass actions tha c 
we have been incapable up to now o f 
guiding and o rganizing in order to raise 
them to a higher level o f struggle." The 
ed icor continues: " However, che masses, 
for che most part policically uno rganized, 
a re ahead of us, and we who sho uld be in 
che vanguard remain in cheir wake .. .. " 
This shows us , says Haiti-Progres, "the 
vital necessity of a commo n organiza­
tion linking democratic and revolutionary 
forces inside and o utside the country in 
order to reclaim thei r leadership role at a 
level o ther cha n verbal. " This ed itoria l 
a lso ta lks about che unity which is the 
o rder of the d ay; not an "incoherent," 
" catch-all" unity, but a unity "of the 
revolutionary movement whose aim boils 
down to three slogans opening the doors 
10 a new society: a democratic , popular 
and anti-imperialist revolucion." 

The programme of Haiti-Progres is a 
frontist plan which unites the programme 
o f the revisio nis ts and the social­
democra ts being applied in several coun­
tries of Latin A merica and elsewhere in 
the T hird World . It 's a programme which 
ignores o r liquidates the role of the 
Marxis t-Leninists and the ad va nced 
elements among the masses, as well as the 
role of the party which must lead this 
front. H isto ry sho ws that the type of 

front envisioned by Haiti-Progres always 
ends up ut ilizing the masses as a pedesta l 
and cha t sooner o r la ter these fronts 
become appropriated by o ne group of im­
peria lists o r a no ther. And if o ne 
acknowled ges thac the aim of the revi­
sionist~ is to ut ilize the masses for cheir 
own ends , it is then easy to understand 
why the rallying of che masses in la rge 
numbers is such a ho rror for them. Thus 
we see Haiti-Progres make a nti-Macoute 
propaganda, in particular their campaign 
aga ins t the ra di o p rogram Eddy 
Publicite, the priorit y o f the hour. In this 
there exbts a big cont rast becween the 
struggles and rebellio ns o f the masses in 
Haiti and the revisionist activities o f 
Haiti-Progres which serve to lo wer the 
sigh1s of the masses instead of enla rging 
and enl ight ening chem. 

En A 1·an t !, a Ma rx is t-L en in is t 
organi-:.ation. Following the events of 
May 23 in Gona·ives, En Avant ! raised the 
slogan: ' ' Firmly sup port the scruggles of 
the Haitia n people." For, according 10 
this o rganization: " This conjuncture o f­
fers a n advantageous situa tion to revolu­
tionary o rganizatio ns. We o f En Avant ! 
are co nscious o f che limita tio ns o f the 
spontaneous struggles of the masses, but 
in n o way is it a qu es ti o n o f 
underestimating them . However, it is 
mos! incorrect to chink like the o ppo r­
tunists tha l the unit y o f the revolutionary 
left can be ach ieved o utside the country, 
far from che struggles o f the masses. This 
ind ispensa ble unit y must come abo ut o n 
the na1ional territory , o n the basis o f 
frank discussio ns and common ace ions in 
the mids! o f the masses .. . . " 

T he "revolucionaries" o f En Avant! 
have di sc ove r ed a new la w of 
metaphysics, a new scientific formula ac­
cording to which revolutiona ry unicy can 
o nly operate o n the natio nal territory. We 
squarely reject this erroneous line and af­
firm thac revo lucio nary unit y can func­
tio n wherever there a re revo lutionaries, 
tha t is, as far as Haician revolutio naries 
a re concerned, in Haiti as well as in 
diaspora . A nd th is unity cannot only be 
accomplished " on the basis of frank 
d iscussio ns and common accio ns in the 
midst o f the masses." Unity bet ween 
Ma rxist-Leninists cannot and will not 
come about in chis manner. It requires 
above a ll a conscio us effort o n the part of 
the revo luc io na ries t o org ani ze 
themselves a round a Marxist-Leninist 
line a nd programme based o n the 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist science a nd the 
concrete analysis o f the concrete sit ua cio n . 
To ma intain thac che revolutio naries can­
not unite themselves o utside o f the coun­
try amo unts to an act o f demobilizatio n, 
10 a n exho rtation o f passivity among che 
revo lutionaries . And as for the Haitia n 
revo luciona ries in diaspora who want to 
return to Haiti, if they do so impulsively, 
bucside o f an o rganized framework, if 
they return to che country witho ut 
policical tra ining and wicho ut a correct 
line, they will never a t1a in any degree- o f 
effectiveness and will no t be a ble to con­
tribuce to revo lutiona ry unity, which is a n 
important step in the formatio n o f che 
party that will lead the revolut io n . It is 
important to understa nd why En Avant! 
says it 's convinced tha t: " the struggle of 
the popula r masses against Yankee im­
peria lism and ics local flu nkies demands 
the militant suppo rt o f every pa triot, of 
every progressive and o f every logical 
revolutio na ry liviflg abroad." "In this 
sense," it states, "we salute the initia tive 
o f the comrades of l' Heure haitienne in 
New Yo r k (dem o ns tra ti o ns , p ic ke c 
line .. . ) and call on progressives to multip­
ly cheir actions o f this sort ." 

But a close look a t chese accions tha t 
che "Marxist-Leninist" organizacio n En 
Avant ! encourages the revolutiona ries to 
support shows tha t they a mount to 
tailism and that they a re clearly to the 
right o f the slogans and che struggle of the 
masses . It is necessary 10 point o ut cha t 
while the slogans of the masses in Haici 
proclamed " Down with d icta torship," 
and whereas l' Heure ha itienne says ii 's 
opposed 10 imperialism and the H aitia n 
regime. these sentiments a re not a t a ll 
renected in the slogans which avoided 
even the t radition al "Uown with 
Duvalier." In a C reole I English leafle t 
distributed by l' Heure hait ienne we read: 
"Down with repressio n in H aiti! ", 
"Raise the curfew in Gona"ives and in 
Cap!" , "Down with the mo ves to wa rd 
intervent io n by American imperia lism! '' , 
and " Long live the people of Gona"ives 
who remind us of 1804!" in the Creole 
version ; whereas the English version says 

" Down with American imperia lism's 
support o f the dictacorship o f the 
Duvaliers ! " · 

As we seated above, the measures ad­
vocaced by l' Heure haitienne a re refor­
misc measures. And besides, it speaks o f 
American imperia lism, the main enemy 
o f the Ha ic ian people a nd the principal 
author o f the present c risis- the result of 
a merciless dominacion and dicta to rship 
over the country and the people - as if 
the imperia lists were not already present 
in the country, as if they were only just 
landing.- What an absurdity! We have 
a lready seen how the "anti-imperia lism" 
o f the " Marxist- Leninists" o f l'Heure 
haitienne inspired the slogan "Down with 
American imperia lism's support o f the 
dicta torship o f the Duvaliers!" , an anti­
Leninist slogan inspired by a Kautskyice 
line, accord ing to which imperia lism is a 
given policy and no c che last stage o f 
ca pita lism which mono po lizes all the 
means of produc tio n a nd exchange a.nd 
the raw materia ls in the world , which 
!'eeks to extend its do mination co a ll 
countries of the globe, which impedes 
development a nd progress-, and which, 
th rough the expo rt a tio n of capita l under 
various forms, keeps the peoples living in 
. these countries in the da rkest misery. This 
erroneous line regarding imperia lism 
always ends up in reform ist practices, the 
actio ns o f l'Heure haitienne and o f En 
Avant! These types o f activit y a re not and 
must not be confused wich the principal 
cask o f the present co njuncture, and will 
not lead to the forma tio n o f the party 
which is mo re and more urgently felt .· 

All revolut ionaries who a re filled wich 
the necess icy o f a H aitia n Ma rxisc­
Leninist pa rty muse a bando n as soon as 
possible these reformist accivities. No t to 
do so is a crime and a treason . As the 
singer Manno Charlemagne says: 

Le ou di mwen ann-avan 
Sa te dwe fe ke mwen kno tan 
Poucan se trayizon 
Mwen pwan sant fondanman• 

Indeed, a ll the se so -ca ll e d 
" oppo nencs" only a im to get rid o f che 
Duvalier clique in o rder to preserve the 
economic, polit ical a nd ideological struc­
ture o f che feuda l a nd neocolo nia l 
system, christened , for the needs of the 
cause, "represenca tive democracy" or 
•'socia lism.' ' 

It is therefore important iii this co ntext 
tha t the revolut ionary Ma rxist-Leninists, 
che advanced elernencs and the pa t riots 
who rea lly want to ma ke revolution and 
not simply to ta lk abo ut ii or 10 hide 
behind " revolucio nary" phraseology and 
feudal'pract ice, underscand the pro found 
na ture o f tbe crisis o f Haitian sociecy, 
itself an integra l part of che decline o f che 
world imperia lis t system which is increas­
ingly preparing for a th ird wo rld war in 
order once again to divide and reorganize 
che globe in the interest o f the winning 
bloc. 

In che context o f this world crisis, we 
realife tha t the so-called aid of the USA 
($54 mill ion for fiscal year 1984-85), 
France ($30 millio n) and W est Germany 
($20 million) to the heredita ry dictator­
ship cannot pull Hait i o ut o f the rue. In­
deed, it's no c a questio n o f a simple 
"food crisis," but o f a struccural crisis 
(inadequate relations o f production in the 
very interio r o f o ur socia l format ion) and 
o f a world crisis, a t the po litical as well as 
econo mic level. 

The imperia lis t solutio n 10 this crisis, 
as in 1914and 1939, is imperialist war. All 
the rest is nothing but demagogy. 

fhe proleta ria n solutio n is revolu­
tionary struggle. T his must be based o n 
the application o f revolutiona ry Marxisc­
Leninist and Maoist science to the pro­
blems o f Haitia n society, in the context of 
the interna cio nal ant i-imperia list s truggle 
for the libera tion o f humanity. 

We believe tha t as far as o ur country, 
Haiti, is concerned: 

I. Ou r revolutio n must pass through 
what we call a " new democratic revolu­
tion" before the stage o f transitio n to 
socialism. 

2. The classes that must make th is 
revolution a re: the wo rking class, the 
poor peasant ry, the reserve a rmy of the 
work ing class (cha t is, our innumerable 
unemployed), the impoverished wing o f 
th e m iddl e peas a ntr y , th e s u b ­
proleta rians (i .e. , the superexplo ited, 

• w hen you tell me. march fo rward 
I should feel very good 
Yet it i' treason 
I ~mell \Omething very fo ul 

no no rganized strata - tr.), the revolu­
tionary wing of the pett y bourgeois ie, and 
a ll o ther pa1rio1s eager to scruggle against 
feudalism a nd imperialism. 

3. T his revolut ion ca n only be suc­
cessful a nd reach socialism if che leader­
ship o f the revolutionary process is firmly 
held by che work ing class a nd its pa rt y. 

4 . At the present stage the funda mental 
task o f Haitia n Marxist-Leninist s is the 
creation o f the party o f the wo rking class 
in H aiti. The recent develo pments show 
the necessity of this. 

5. Upo n its formation this part y must 
. elaborate a precise programme for a ll t 11(' 

stages o f o ur revo lution a nd , in all its 
pract ice, prepare the a rmed struggle f~lr 
the seizure o f power and the escablish­
ment o f a peoples democrat ic d ic­
ta torshi p, fo llowed by, a'( the 1;tage o f 
transitio n to socialism, the dicta to rship 
o ft he proleta riat. 

6. From the beginning the party mwa 
a pply the mass li ne and respect mass 
democracy in a ll its practice. 

7 . T he final goal o f o ur struggle is com­
munism, and communism ca n only be a 
world system . In this co ntext . a socialist 
H aiti will be one of the base a reas o f the 
world proleta rian revolutio n . 

8. In this co ntext , it is indispensable 
th a t th e H ai"tia n and Do minica n 
revolut ionaries collaborate as closely as 
possible a t every level of struggle with the 
a im o f restoring the unicy of the Quis­
queya isla nd while respecting na cio nal 
particulari ties. 

9. The Haitian and Dominican revo lu­
tio na ries must resolutely assume leader­
ship of the spontaneous revolts o f the 
masses of the two countries against the 
local ruling classes and imperia lism, and 
give them a proleta rian orienta tio n . Only 
in this way wi ll the appropriacio n o f these 
spo nta neous scruggles by o ne reactionary 
clique o r ano ther be rendered impossible. 
It is no t a question o f passively following 
the revolts o f the masses; it is necessary to 
organize a nd o rient them, and lead them 
towa rd the seizure of po wer. 

10. The unity o f Marxisl:fLeninists can­
no t be based on the scruggle against dic­
tato rship. T his is only a tactical step in the 
struggle for communism . T he unity of 
Marxist-Leninists is based o n the struggle 
for pro le ta rian revolutio n a nd the advent 
of communism , founded o n the dia lec­
cical ma cerialis t world outlook a nd the 
materia lise conception of history. 

11 . As communism can onl~ be a world 
system, the revolucio naries must carry 
o ut che ir struggle on a world scale, in an 
internationalist manner. Fa\ ed with the 
interna cio nal o f reaccio n, we must 
o rganize the Revolutio na ry Interna­
tio na l, the Revolut ionary Interna tio nalist 
Movement formed by 16 part ies and 
organiza tio ns from different countries . 
T he Revolutio na ry l n1erna 1iona list 
Mo vemenc hlls now begun to elabo ra te a 
general line whose basic featu res ap­
peared in the Declaration of the Revolu­
tionary Internationalis t Movement 
(published in 22 languages, including 
C reole). 

We ca ll on a ll revolucionar ies to work 
even more fu riously for the formation o f 
a Ha itia n revolut ionary communist par­
ty , in o rder to make revolucion in our 
country . T his is an urgent, vit al task 
which we must ta ke up immediately. We 
likewise ca ll o n o ur revolut io na<y com­
pacriots to participace in the ela boration 
o f the genera l line o f the Revolutionary 
lnterna 1ionalis1 Movemi;nt a nd in che 
organiza tio n of a new Interna tional, in 
order to p repare 10 bury world im­
perialism o nce and for a ll. 

Down with imperialism and its local 
flunk ies ! 

Reso lutely support the rev.olutio nary 
struggles of the popular masses! 

W ork furiously and undemagogica lly 
to c reate the party of the wor king class ! 

O rganize and develop the Revolu­
tionary lnternacionalist Movement ! 

H A ITI A N INTERN ATIO NA L 
REVOLUTIONA RY GROU P (G RIA) 

N.B. We invite a ll those filled with che 
urgency of the tasks described in this text 
10 participa te in the preparac io n, to read 
and to discuss a cext tha t the G RIA will 
soon publish and in which we will develop 
o ur positio n o n che revolucio na ry struggle 
in Haiti and o n a world scale. 

A lso read : Deklarasyon Mouvman 
Revolisyone /ntenasyonplis La.• 

•oedur111i11n 1~{ tll<' R e1•0/u1i1111ury l n1emu· 
1im111fi\I M 1J1"e111efl/ . 
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LA Rally Brings Out The 
Essence Of Simpson· Mazzoli 

For weeks the Simpson-Mazzoli law 
has been the subjec1 of widespread 
discussion, ou1rage, fear and uncertainty 
among 1he immigran1 popula1ion of Los 
Angele~. On June 22, La Opinion 1he 
local Spanish daily, ran an article wi1h 1he 
headline "The House of Representatives 
Only Approved 1he Simpson-Mazzoli 
Plan" and the kicker "lmmigra1ion 
Laws S1ill Have Not Changed ... This ar-
1icle fea1ured a detailed explanation of 
the fact 1ha1 Simpson-Mazzoli has nOI 
been enacred in10 law ye1, coupled wi1h 
quotes from differen1 Hispanic con­
gressmen telling people 10 remain calm 
and not do anything. Thi!> was coupled 
wirh a front-page nore, "To our readers," 
which said, in part: "Our recommenda­
tion is that calm be preserved. The im­
migration laws of the counrry st ill have 
not changed. Therefore your personal 
situation has not changed either." 

The tense political clima1e was further 
emphasized by an incident a1 a fish pack­
ing plant in the L.A. Harbor area at the 
same time the Simpson-Mazzoli Bill was 
being debated in Congress. Here the 
plant management fired some 20 workers 
- some of whom had worked as many as 
17 years for the company - after calling 
in all Spanish-speaking workers to the 
personnel office and asking 1hem for 
proof of their immigration staius. All 
those who didn't provide what the com­
pany considered adequare proof, ei1her 
because 1hey couldn'1 or because 1hey 
refused to do so on principle, were fired. 
Demonstrarions were held ou1side the 
plant and the incident was widely 
publicized in the Spanish-language 
media. The company ci1ed an announce­
ment a few months earlier that the INS 
would be s1epping up raids in L.A. area 
factories as a reason for 1he firing. A 
week after the firings began to attract 
publicity the company announced i1 was 
rehiring the fired workers. According to 
one press report, " Ryan (lhe company's 
vice-president) indicated 1hat those 
workers would possibly qualify for 
amnesty in case the new immigration law 
is ratified and therefore it was not righl to 
leave them wi1hout work." Whatever 1he 
consicjerations behind the company's 
decision in 1his case, 1he implication in 
the public accounts of the incident - 1hat 
one should eirher go along with Simpson­
Mazzoli, or else - seems obvious. And, 
in facr, rhere has !:Jeen some effort in the 
media 10 impress o n the Spanish­
speaking masses that registering for 
amnesty is the only way out of the provi­
sions of the Simpson-Mazzoli law. 

Among the more politically advanced 
proletarian immigrants there has been a 
widespread recognition and outrage at 
various attacks contained in the 
Simpson-Mazzoli law, but there has also 
been some confusion as to exactly what 
the reasons are behind this law and what 
the imperialists are aiming to accomplish 
wit h it. There were many who were look­
ing to the party for deeper analysis of the 
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill, what it repre­
sented and the ways to take up political 
action against it. 

On Sunday, July I, the RCP called a 
rally in Damian Garcia Park under the 
slogans "Oppose this preparation for 
counterinsurgency!" and "We are all il­
legals!" A revolutionary, speaking to the 
crowd gathered near the Seventh and 
Alvarado entrance to the park, reviewed 
the provisions of the Simpson-Mazzoli 
law, pointing to how they represented an 
attempt to tighten the political control on 
the immigrant proletarians in this coun­
try, a force which the imperialists know 
full well represents a disloyal, and poten­
tially revolutionary, section concentrated 
in the very belly of their empire. In the 
context of tl}e worldwide crisis of impe­
rialism and preparations for war, the 
nature of the Simpson-Mazzoli "im­
migration reforms" as a program for 
counterinsurgency was revealed. In addi­
tion the speaker emphasized the impor­
tance of taking out the analysis of the 
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill contained in the 
pages of the R W and working to make 
this revolutionary analysis known broad-

ly among the proletariat. The speaker 
also emphasized the importance of 
U.S.-born people stepping forward to 
oppose this attack on immigrants, and a 
Chicano proletarian and a white woman 
who a11ended the rally spoke to the 
crowd. The Chicano made an important 
point, reviewing the history of the U.S. 
clamping down on immigrants before 
and during the last 1wo world wars. A 
statement from a Central American im­
migrant , which he had written for the ral­
ly, \\!as read and a tape recorded state­
ment from a Salvadoran proletarian was 
played at the rally. Following this, several 
of those auending the rally staged a short, 
spirited march through the park, carrying 
a banner denouncing the Simpson­
Mazzoli Bill and chanting "We're all il­
legals! Our nag is red, not red, white and 
blue!" 

Police Demonstrate Essence of 
Simpson-Mazzoli 

The police were, however, determined 
not to let this be the final word heard on 
this subject that afternoon. Class­
conscious action against the U.S. impe­
rialists' a ttacks on the foreign-born has 
always been a serious concern to the 
authorities. In 1982, for instance, a 
demonstration against the "Operation 
Jobs" immigration raids which was held 
in L.A. shortly before May 1st was the 
occasion of a brutal police attack, and 
serious felony charges from this attack 
are still pending in the courts. Further, 
the L.A. police have been maneuvering to 
ban revolutionary internationalist activi­
ty from the park area for some time. 
Since March a number of arrests have 
been made and citations have been issued 
in the park for "crimes" such as selling 
the Revolutionary Worker and other 
revolutionary literature. The result, 
though, has been far from what the police 
have wanted; outrage at these blatant 
political attacks has been widespread and 
a court case, which the ACLU was in­
volved in, was initiated against the city 
which has resulted in a temporary injunc­
tion being issued prohibiting the police 
from enforcing the law which was used to 
attempt to ban literature sales. 

When police entered the park late Sun­
day afternoon, they initially demanded 
that the bullhorn being used by the 
speakers be turned off, a blatant political 
attack since one of the groups of 
evangelist bible-thumpers that infest the 
park on Sundays had just ended their ral­
ly in the same area, which featured 
amplified guitars, microphones and so 
forth. The police, who had obviously 
been waiting until the evangelists left to 
make their move, arrived on the scene 
while these people were still in the process 

of packing up their sound equipment! 
The bullhorn was not turned off and in­
stead speakers at the rally exposed wlJat 
was going on to the crowd, drawing the 
obvious link between what the Simpson­
Mazzoli Bill was intended to do and the 
attempt to suppress this rally. Indeed, the 
Los Angeles Police Department should 
be commended for giving a concrete 
demonstration of just what Simpson­
Mazzoli is intended, in part, to do - to 
control and suppress revolutionary 
political activity - not to mention pro­
viding a living example of the "freedom 
to demonstr.ate" and other such classless 
drivel. 

Within minutes two more police cars 
had arrived~ on the scene. The crowd, 
which by now numbered 200 and was still 
growing, was becoming more angry as it 
became obvious what the po!ice were do­
ing. The speaker's exposure of the police, 
Simpson-Mazzoli and American "free­
dom and democracy" was punctuated by 
shouts of approval or catcalls at the 
police from the crowd. The speaker, 
however, did not stop there, pointing out ­
that it is not enough to simply try to stop 
attacks like Simpson-Mazzoli, what is 
needed is to analyze and understand 
world events in order to prepare for 
revolution. This drew shouts of approval 
from the crowd, and a round of applause 
when it was translated into Spanish. 
Perhaps the police decided that simply 
making a few arrests would not be 
enough to make the point they wanted to 
impress on the hundreds of largely pro­
letarian immigrants who were watching. 
In any case, whar they did was far more 
than simply that. 

A short distance away yet another 
police car drove over the curb and 
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sidewalk and into the park, towards the 
rally. This pig then ran over an immigrant 

-in the park! According to people who 
were near the scene and witnessed this, 
the man was sitting on the grass when 
police ran over him with their front 
wheels and then - while part of his body 
was under the car between the two wheels 
- proceeded to back up, running over 
the person a second time. The crowd 
surged towards the police and the injured 
man who was now iying alongside of the 
car. The other police rushed to their bud­
dies who had run over the man and the 
whole group of them were surrounded by 
an angry crowd that grew. to at least 400. 
Shouts were traded back and forth and 
the police attempted to push the crowd 
back. 

Within in a few minutes an ambulance 
and a fire truck were on the scene. Mean­
while revolutionaries exposed this latest 
wanton act of police terror. An im­
migrant who had been present 
throughout much of the rally approached 
the woman speaking on the bullhorn. Tell 
the crowd, he said, that this was no acci­
dent - this is exactly what Simpson­
Mazzoli is all about, to terrorize the peo­
ple into submission. Say it in English, 
too, he said, because some of the crowd 
- and the police - speak English. The 
police understood a few other things as 
well - like that they'd better get out of 
this situation in a hurry. But they wanted 
to make sure that they left on their terms, 
with the message they intended to deliver 
to those present still intact. Five revolu­
tionaries were arrested, some were beaten 
briefly by the police in full view of the 
crowd, they were all handcuffed and 
quickly put into police cars. And the 

Continued on page 14 
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New York Actions 

Solidarity With Haitian, Dominican 
Uprisings 

On Wednesday. June 22. a day of c:on­
c:entrated political actions in ~olidari t y 
\\ilh the upri!>ing~ in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti took place in New 
Yori- City. ''Hail the heroic uprisings of 
the Dom~nican and Haitian masses!" 
headlined the leaflet in Spanish, French 
and English issued by the RC P in Ne'' 
York (sec last week ·s R W for a full text o f 
the leaflet). This was a day marked by 
broad sentiments of support and the par­
ticipation of di fferent sectio ns o f the peo­
ple. 15,000 lea nets were distributed in key 
areas: mid-Manhattan's garment dis tric t 
wi th its concent ratio n o f immigrant pro­
letarians inc lud ing a la rge number o f 
Dominicans; in an industria l a rea in 
Brook lyn , a lso a concentra tio n o f im­
migrant workers; a nd o n s treet corne rs 
and subway lines in communities with 
concent ra tio ns o f Dominicans and Hai­
tians a!> well as ot her immigrants. There 
were newss tand O\\ne rs a nd sma ll 
shopkeepers who put out stack s o f 
leanets, red armbands and d onatio n 
cans . Cab dri\crs in Brooklyn took stacks 
of leanets for their customers. One ma n 
took a b unch to pass out a t his church. 
Proletarians a nd youth o f all nationa lities 
took stacks of leaflets to distribute in 
their communities a nd factories . A young 
""hitc homeless couple who had sta rted 
o ut the day looking for work instead 
spent it d is tributing the leafle ts in the gar­
ment d istrict. 

At a n industria l a rea in Brooklyn a 
bright red banner was unfurled with the 
slogans in C reole , French, Spanish and 
English. It had been made for this occa­
sion by some Ha itian women. Thirty­
three proletarians. including some fro m 
Haiti a nd a number o f Spanish-spea king 
count ries, signed the banner. Red a rm­
bands wem our , some prolcra rians pro­
udly wearing them into the shop. Over 
one-ha lf o f those who signed the banner 

Medical 
''Readiness'' 

Co ntinued from page 6 

From 1980-82 the C M C HS srirred up a 
lo t of controversy. Ir was immediately en­
do rsed by rhe American Medica l Associa­
rion , t he A merican Hospita l Association 
and the Joint Commission o n Accredita­
t ion o f Hospitals. T he American Medical 
Assoc iation sta tement o f support was 
typica l, expressing it s "cooperat ion and 
support " to the Pentagon and expressing 
the ho pe rha t th rough this p lan rhere 
wou ld be a •· rerurn o f the patients to ac­
tive du ty as soon as possible." 

However, as the Penragon to ured the 
country tryi ng to sign hospita ls u p a 
storm of protest erupted amo ng d octo rs, 
centered especia lly in the San Francisco 
Bay, Bosron a nd New York C ity a reas. 
Many well-known hospita ls, including 
those of the U niversity o f California , 
Stanford Univcrsiry, the NYC Health 
and Hospital A s!>ociation, the Associated 
Medical Colleges in New Yo rk City and 
the University of Massachusseus Medical 
Center, elected not to participate. T he 
American Public Health Associa tion a lso 
issued a forma l statemcnr o f opposi: io n . 
Some religious orders a lso pro tested and 
many Catholic hospita ls re fused to pa r-
1 ic.:ipate. Whi le the Pentagon eventua lly 
announced ir had fulfi lled its ini tial goal 
of hospi ta l beds, it wa$ unable to carry out 
the yearfy drills manda ted by the p lan and 
opted 10 !er th ings cool down since 1982. 

Some chapters of Physicians for Socia l 
Responsibility (PSR> played a particula r­
ly active role in criticizing rhe plan . 
Although PSR na tionally didn ' t come 
out in opposition to the p lan, urging 
more discussion. several local chapters 
did and played a significant role in getting 

were immigrant women ; a bout one-third 
were Haitia n workers. Two Haitia n pro­
letarians made pledges to the fu"nd drive 
fo r the Revolutio na ry Internationa lis t 
Movemen t. T he respon\e amo ng the Hai­
tia n ma~ses here and cl\ewhcrc was pa r­
ticula rly significant. One way in which 
their revolut iona ry energies a re kept in 
check is the fear of swift reta lia tio n, no t 
so much against themselves, but against 
families back in Haiti . And a leading Hai­
tian newspaper in New York Cit y which 
raised the questio n "Will Hai ti be the 
next G renada?" has a b o had somewha t 
o f an intended, chilling e ffect. 

Yo uth o f a ll na tiona lities were de finit e­
ly in the forefro nt.· Young Black pro­
letaria ns in the garment district put do wn 
their ca rts and racks to sign the banner 
and to tie red a rmbands onto each other. 
Two young white workers who began 
working in garment only three mo nths 
ago added their names to the banne r and 
took lea flets to find o ut mo re abo ut the 
r e belli o n s . In o ne D o mini ca n 
neig hborhood people o n the to p fl oors o f 
apartment buildings ca me to their win­
d ows to heart he agita tio n a nd to find o ut 
wha t was going o n as Do minican youth 
hit the staircases bringing leaflets up to 
them. Do minican youth clustered a round 
the banner s tretched o ut on the sidewalk 
eager to sign. In ga rment o ne wro te 
"Fro m a Dominica n co mmuni s t 
teenager." 

The respo nse from the Black pro­
letarian youth in garment was a new a nd 
welcome develo pment. The sowing o f 
divisio ns between U. S.-born and im­
migrant proletarians is very concentra ted 
in garment. The union has its ongoing 
"Buy Ameri ca " campaign. During 
Operation Jobs two years ago sho ps he re 
were ra ided. The recent passage o f the 
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill s igna led new at­
tacks o n the foreign-born. In o ne sho p, 

many hospitals to reject it. An example o f 
this sentiment was a letter distributed by 
the San Diego cha p1er o f PSR which 
sta:ed opposition to the CMCHS for 
these reasons: 

• "One canno t distinguish the con­
flict described fro m a limited nuclear 
war. " 

• A limited nuclear war most likely 
would escalate to an entire continent or 
the wo rld. 

• At present 50,000 nuclear warhead s 
exist , a nd 15,000 of them arc "po ised to 
c ross the oceans or continents to an­
nihila te ci ties." 

" In the globa l ho locaust tha t would 
.result , medical help would be o f little con­
sequence, " the letter s tates. " Fo r the 
medica l community to cooperate wi th 
C MC HS would give tac it approval to 
prepa ra tio ns for a limited nuclear war 
and the a ll-out nuclear war tha t will most 
certa inly follow." 

The Pentagon's respo nse to PS R 's argu­
ment was two fo ld . On the o ne hand , they 
a rgued tha t C MC HS was o nly p reparing 
for a con ventio na l war, not a nuclear 
war . " The projected casua lty workload is 
based o n a co n ve nti o na l-wa rfare 
scena rio," sta ted the Pentago:i in the 
Ma rch 25, 1982 issue of The New 
En!!,land Journal of Medicine. "It is ex­
tremely important to recognize that there 
is a basic agreement between PS R and the 
Depa rtment o f Defense tha t n uclear war 
is a n abhorrent prospect." In o the r wo rds 
they com pletely d ownplayed the questio n 
o f nuclear war with the a rgument . 
" nu kes , wha t nukes?" On the o ther 
ha nd, they lambasted those docto rs who 
refused to partic ipa te in C MC HS, to 
q uote John Beary III , Acting Assis tant 
Secretary o f Defense for Hea lth A ffa irs, 
for " jeopardizing the care o f wounded 
sold ie rs" a nd for not applying " the same 
standards o f intellectua l rigor to this issue 
tha t they apply to the ir professio na l 
work." Obviously the kind o f intellectua l 
rigor Or. Beary is describing is the kind 

-
two o lder Black prolet a rians were grumb-
ling that Hai tiam (who a lso work in the 
same shop) sho uld be kicked out of the 
c:o unt ry. In s ta rk contras t to thi$ 
backward o utlook, the fact t ha t a 
number o f Black youth, some o f them 
newco mers to the ganncnt district, took a 
stand o n the sid e of the rebell ions in the 
Dominican Repub lic a nd Haiti was in­
deed importan t , showing the fert ile soil 
for proletarian inte rnat ionalism to take 
root. 

For some Do minicans it was the firsi 
time that they had hea rd about the 
rebellions in Ha iti. Fo r some Haitia ns it 
was the first time tha t they had heard 
about the uprisings in the Do minican 
Republic. This itself was a s tark exposure 
o f the hand o f the U.S . a nd the tight lid it 
has kept on news o f these rebellions 
which, a fter a ll, e rupted within one 
month o f each o the r on the very sa me 
island which Hait i a nd the Dominican 
Republic sha re ! Much discussio n and 
deba te went o n, focused on the situat io n 
in these two countries: Are the particular 
conditio ns inside these two countries -
Hai ti with its open dicta to rship and the 
Dominican Republic with its thin veil of 
social democracy - unbreachable; can 
revolutio na ry unity be forged and on 
wha t basis. Linked to this were questions 
and discussio ns over wha t political im­
pact actio ns ta ken in the U .S. could have 
on revolu tio na ry d evelopments in Haiti 
and the Do minican Rep ublic and con­
versely how revolutio nary develo pments 
there can a ffect the develo pment s 
towards revolutio n in the U. S. A good 
basis has been la id to go st ill furthe r into 
the worldwide process o f revolut ion and 
the significance o f the form at io n of the 
Revolutio nary Interna tiona list Move­
ment, including tha t rhe Hait ian Interna­
tio na l Revolutio na ry Group, the Revolu­
tio na ry Co mmunis t Unio n o f the 

required Lo blindly a nd obediently fa ll in · 
line behind keeping the U.S . No. I, 
whatever ho rrible crimes against the peo­
ple of the world a re requi red . 

National Disaster Medical System 

The recent major drill in Chicago is not 
the only indication the Pentagon is press­
ing ahead publicly with active prepara­
tions for world war on the medical fro nt. 
In the spring o f 1984, the Na tiona l · 
Disaster Medical Sysrem (NDMS) was in­
itiated . This n~west medical plan incor­
porates the previo usly existing Civi lia n­
Military Contingency Hospital System 
and expands o n it. In addition to pro­
viding medical support for casualties 
from ove rseas military conflicts, the 
NDMS takes o n the addi tio na l function 
Qf assis ting s ta te a nd local authorities in 
dealing with the medical and public 
healt h e ffects o f major d isasters in the 
U.S. T he number of o rganizatio ns par­
ticipating has been g reatly expanded. The 
NDMS jo ins toget he r the Department of 
Defense, Health and Human Services, 
the Federal Emergency Managemen t 
Agency, and other federal departmcnrs 
with sta te agencies a nd majo r na tional 
professiona l socic t ies, voluntary agencies 
and rhe private sector. The num ber of 
me1ro poli tan a reas included in th is new 
sys tem is expanded from 34 to 71 and the 
number of hospit al beds expected to be 
made available is ra ised from 50,000 10 

100,000. In add ition. over the next 2-3 
years this new p lan ca lls for the develop­
ment o f Disaster Medical Assistance 
Teams with su pplies and equipment 
which can be d ispatched into disaster sites 
within the U.S. T he kind of disaster being 
prepared for is ind icated by the two kinds 
o f teams to be assembled : a 2 15-person 
Mobile Surgical Uni t to provide initia l 
medical trea tment a nd a 103-person 
Casua lty C learing Unit to triage and 
stabilize victims for transport via military 
cargo planes to scattered hospital s ites 
th roughout una ffected a reas o f the U.S. 

Do m inican Repub lic and the Revolu­
t ionary Communist Party, USA are part 
o f t his movement. -

As Wednesday evening d rew near two 
ba nners were fi lled wit h over' 500 
signatures. Diverse messages had been in­
scribed on them by people fro m H ait i, the 
Do minican Republic;= P uerto Rico , 
C uba , C hile , El Salvador, Palest ine, 
Jamaica, G uinea, Grenad a and from the 
oppressed born in the U.S. These ban­
ners, a n expression o f solidarity with the 
uprisings, a rc now des ti ned for the 
rebellio us masses of the Dominican 
Republic and Ha it i. I I 

The Na tio nal Disaste r Medical System 
is an au empt not o nly to draw even 
broader sect io ns o f the medical profes­
sion int o rhese war prepa rat ions but also 
set the stage for rhe en tire gamut of the 
medical professio n to be militar ized, in­
cluding not only civilian d octors but 
agencies such as the Red C ross. Under 
this new pla n a ll movement of casualties 
- both a t home and abroad - will be 
regula ted by the Armed Services Med ical 
Regula ting O ffice. And in case the point 
is missed, t he NDMS plan recommends 
tha t tests o f the system be coordinated 
with na tional defense exercises such as 
N ift y Nugget. And with these new levels 
o f preparario n have come new levels of 
l y in g hypoc ri sy a n d American 
humanirarianisrn. It is now argued that 
d rills like the recent one in Chicago are 
necessary because wha t if .. . rhere was a 
major earthq uake in California!?! Clear­
ly anyone who actua lly acceprs th is line of 
a rgument is a fool or a criminal. But it is 
insrructivc tha t the government resorts to 
such fai ry s tories because it is further 
proof of just what rhcy are planning for 
a nd j ust wha t they have in store. Not only 
a re they cold ly and calcula tingly planning 
a war which wi ll bring unprecedented 
death and destrlJCtion , but they are ac­
"llla lly p lanning now how to win and rig 
up their imperia lis t system amidst the 
ashes . And a very important part of these 
pla ns is p recisely the kind of political 
tra ining which teaches good Americans 
how to follow orders a nd how to accept 
anyexcusefor WorldWar3 . LI 

= 



A Proper 
Greeting 
Con111rued from page 5 
identification with Amcril:ana and i1s 
hcyda~ gomg on 1n 1hc march - 1hcre 
\\ere marching band~ and cheerleader~ 
(complete with 1ranwcs1i1e P rom 
Queens), high-1ech fraternity organiza­
tions, rodeo and ·quarc-dancing group\ 
(!)and all largely \\ithout (evi l of evils) 
women. Male homosexuali1v is no doubt 
a generalized symp1om of decay in socie­
ty and particular!) of 1he breakdown of 
the fami ly. Bui so, for 1ha1matter,b 1he 
Moral Majority. And common to both is 
their misogyny and open promotion of 
1he good old days of America. 

Further, San Francisco is known for i1 ~ 
uncon\'entionality, induding about the 
family. It has been a place where people 
broadly did and do experiment \\ ith lives 
outside 1he nuclear fa mily, collecti ves, 
women living alone, etc. The New York 

Olympic 
Torch Run 
Continued from page I 
And the Torch Relay has given them the 
opportunity 10 show just what they' re 
made of. 
· What a surprise all this has been 10 

everyone. As the L.A . Times put it, 
" ... most stunningly of all, the name 
that is supposed 10 represent interna-
1 ional harmony has instead bound 
toget her Americans in an exu ltant 
patriotic hurrah. " How stunning! And 
how unexpected! Undoubtedly, the ad­
vance teams that went out through every 
inch of the route to pave the way and 
work ow all the necessary arrangements 
with local officials had no idea that all 
this U-S-A All The Way stuff was going 
to !Urn up. Why, if only they had known 
they surely would have lectured the locals 
on the subject of international harmony 
- and made them take down all their 
"Support the Home Team" billboards, 
100. Somehow, o ne gets the feeling that 
th is wasn ' t a complete surprise to Olym­
pic planners. In addition to working out 
all the procedures with local officials well 
in advance of the procession's arrival, 
they carefully selected the sites 10 provide 
as much vintage Americana as possible. 
For example, the Torch Run was pro­
grammed to go right past the Liberty Bell 
in Philadelphia, and also through more 
scenic wonders, such as the Golden Gate 
Bridge and the Kansas wheat fields_;:,. the 
kind of thing that goes well with the sym­
phonic version of " America I he 
Beautiful" playing in the background. 
(Or the local version. The press informs 
us that among the throngs alongside 
America 's byways, someone in the rear 
invariably starts singing, what must by 

----

' 

Times estimates 50 perccn1 of San Fran­
ci co is no t married. A particularly im ­
portant part of this has been 1he rok of 
women - and the women's movement. 
And more genera lly it i\ 1 he case here 1 hat 
many, many women a re ou t of the house 
and home and into the thick of pol it ical 
and socia l life. 

In this light it is interesting 10 take a 
look at the Moral Majorit y's reference to 

San Francisco as Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Th is is a Biblical story of two 1owns -
Sodom and Gomorrah - which were 
mo rally running amuck (this is where we 
ge1 the word sodomy). God warned Lot 
and his fami ly 1ha1 they should get o ut 
because he is going 10 destroy 1he cities 
(or their sins. The condition was that as 
1hey leave, no o ne could look .back. Bui 
you'll never guess who did look back? 
The woman, and she was promptly 1urn­
cd into a pile o f salt. 

And here we have it. Women a re the 
cause of what's preventing us from get ­
ting out o f this degradation we arc in. 
This puts the Moral Majority's trip to 
San Francisco in somewhat sharper 
relief. For anyone who thinks thb 

now be the officia l Olympic theme song: 
"Oh beautiful, for spacious skies .... ") 
The planners also tried to time the relay 
so that its arrival a t vario us locations 
would coincide with traditional local 
celebra tions - celebrations that also 
seem 10 bring out a plctnora of nags, 
marching bands and so forth. Examples 
include the Indianapolis 500 auto race, a 
firefighters parade in New Jer~ey and that 
noted fest iva l of interna tional good will, 
Armed Forces Day a l West Po int. 

Not that everything has gone smoothly 
for the Los Angeles Olympic Organizing 
Committee (LAOOC) and its Torch Run. 
It was originally planned 10 sell 10,000 
kilometers at $3,000 each (with proceeds 
going to the boys clubs, gi°rls clubs and 
family YMCAs - youth spons programs 
useful for mobilizing millions of youth 
for the Olympic effort ... for now) and 
send the relay 1 hrough all 50 states. 
However, lack of inte rest (and invest­
ment) forced rhe commillee to scale down 
the plans, seuling for 33 states and about 
4,000 kilometers sold - and the route 
was revamped to try and keep in the a reas 
where there was the most support. 
Precious liule was said about the relay 
and its patriotic accoutrements as it went 
through the major urban areas of the east 
and midwest; its ability to create goose 
bumps seems to flower in areas such as 
Vernal, Utah, where a man said it was the 
biggest thing "since the K-Mart opened," 
and Lake Texoma, Texas, where a 
woman said it was the biggest thing ever, 
seeing as how "it's usually just wrecks 
and stuff." The LAOOC also ran into a 
little difficulty with the lighting of the 
torch in Greece, a s Greek social 
democrats and revisionists united against 
the "commercialism" of the Torch Relay 
for awhile before finally agreeing (under 
International Olympic Committee 
pressure) 10 go along with the plan if 
kilometer sales were cut off at an early 
date. And then there was the Soviet 
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Biblical analogy is just doubletalk , I 
would urge you 10 look at Falwell's, c t 
a l.,"work " around abortion, or other­
wise known as their war o n uppi ty 
women. This has included the Army of 
God 's war o n women, the ir firebom bing 
of the Evcre11, Was hingto n abortion 
clinic three times in the last year, the 
general harassment of patients entering 
fem inist clinics around the country, and 
much more. 

Certainly the moral ranks wi ll be 
mobilized 10 come 10 San Francisco 10 
ra ise the banner of righteousness in the 
midst of all that's terrible . Laughable as 
this may seem, it would nonetheless be a 
serious error 10 d ismiss th is as merely 
ridiculous. In 1 he face of 1 he breakdown 
o f U.S. empire and the morals tha t go 
with it, the question docs get posed, what 
stand 10 take towards a ll of this? 

The rise o f the Right is a product of and 
a creat io n by U.S. imperialism in the '80s 
which in and of itself is an incredibly 
revealing point 10 come 10 grips with. Its 
call to go back, restore the rights of men, 
god and country, is not o nly reactionary 
but in many way~ also impossible. 

wit hdrawal from the Olympics which 
managed 10 occur at the very start of the 
To rch Run, thereby knock ing the hoopla 
right o ff the fron t pages ... for a while, 
anyway. 

Another difficulty fo r the LAOOC 
came from scheduling problems. About 
80 runners were assigned ki lo meters that 
were more than 50 miles from their home 
communities. While everyone is, of 
course, dedicated to the greater good, 
some of the patriots were nevertheless up 
in arms. One man, a resident of northern 
San Diego County who was assigned a 
kilometer all the way up in central 
California, filed a c riminal compla in t 
against the LAOOC. Another runner is 
threa tening a si t-in a t LAOOC head­
quarters unless her assignment is chang­
ed. Some of these people went door-t o­
door in their communities to raise the 
$3,000 10 run - and a ll of them have vi­
sions of being the biggest local hero in 
their neighborhood; indeed, there must 
be several who have real leadership 
abi lities and who, through the local 
publicity generated by their patriotic ef­
forts, could possibly have taken impor­
tant future positions in their communities 
- maybe even Civil Defense captain - if 
the LAOOC had not screwed up the 
works. However, a Burbank man assign­
ed to run in Utah found a way to fulfill his 
assignment and generate local publicity at 
the same time; just before he started his 
run, he threw down a handful of dirt 
given him by the city fathers so that his 
first step would be on Burbank soil. The 
breadth of vision represented by such 
community spirit is what makes this 
country worth fighting and dying for. . 

Amid all the hymns to American 
chauvinism that the Torch Relay has 
brought forth, li'ttle has been said about 
the inspiration for the event. The U.S. 
Olympic Torch Relay is modeled after, 
but surpasses, the initial Olympic Torch 
Relay which dates back not to ancient 

However such a program and 1his clash 
bet ween 1 he new and the old will be a part 
of the terms o n which civil war will be 
fought. I would ad vise 'anyone who st ill 
t hinks revolution will be "us against the 
go~crnmc1_11 " ~o rethink this posi1 i9n a bit 
- 111 fact II will come down 10 civi l war. 

But a lso in the face of such profound 
world events shaping up, jumping into 
the laps of the Democrats out of despera­
tion or loss o f hope, o r debat ing o ver who 
really is the majorily or lhc most filling 
representa ti ves o f America - all th is also 
stands o ut as an absolute was1e, if not a 
.c rime. 

What's needed is 10 recognize and 
welcome this breakdown o f "fami ly 
morals," god and country, grasp the 
underlying forces responsible for it and 
prepare for revolut ion as par'! oi· 1 Ile inter­
nal io nalist proletariat. The massive 
changes going on in society will only lead 
10 breaking the chains on women and en­
ding the lopsided development in the 
world as a who le if jo ined with a mos1 
conscious struggle for revolut ion and for 
ushering in new socia l rcla1ions. 

A comrade from the Bay Arca 

Greece but 10 the 1936 Berlin O lympics. 
The 1936 Torch Relay was run from 
Greece throug h Bulga ria, A ustria, 
Czechoslovakia (pulling Nazi supporters 
a ll along the way) until it hit Germany; it 
was then sent through every major Ger­
man city. Alo ng with a huge Olympic bell 
that was cast for the occasion ("a symbol 
of the sta unch wi ll which now 
characterizes the German nation," ac­
cording to the president of the German 
Olympic Commi11ee), the Torch Relay 
was met by huge rallies, church bells 
clanging, drum rolls and fanfares, and in 
some locales, brass bands and patriotic 
speeches by local officials. It was all part 
of spreading Olympic fever to the 
broadest number possible, drawing them 
int o the identification o f the O lympic 
ideals with German national chauvinism 
and invaluable prepara tion for the com­
ing war mobilization. 

Ah, but this was precisely the kind of 
rabid and malev o lent n at io n a l 
chauvinism (especially since it served a 
rival imperialist) that such sophisticated 
likes of the free press as the liberal New 
York Times abhor. Thus, it has no th ing 
in common with the glories of the 1984 
version o f the Olympic Torch Relay. As 
the Times editorialized: "Though usually 
buried by reason, the urge to celebrate the 
nation, and to display our pa triotism, 

· runs deep and, invariably, finds its own 
course of expression. When it bursts 
forth on such benign occasions (as the 
Torch Relay), we relish it." Yes, one 
couldn't help noticing the delight that the 
Times et al., have discovered in the Torch 
Relay . For their normally reasoned 

· discourse on miss ile deploymen ts , 
weapons procurement s and t roop 
movements can stand the accompani­
ment of some good old benign American 
patriotism - so very important to the 
time when the missiles, weapons and 
troops will burst forth in their own course 

. of benign expression: world war. [.I 
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Essence of 
Simpson· 

,,> Mazzoli 
Continued from page 11 

police left very quickly. Only a few shon 
minutes a ft er they had begun their assault 
on 1he ra lly every police car in the a rea 
\\as gone. along with the fire truck and 
ambulance. 

The masses in the pa rk were not about 
10 disperse so rapidly. Those with copies 
of 1he R W quickly found 1hemselves sur­
rounded b y several dozens of people. 
Large numbers of R Ws were sold, and a 
number of bundles were 1aken by pro­
letarians a t 1he scene. Hands reached oul 
and grabbed up stickers announcing the 
worldwide fund drive of 1he Revolu-
1io na ry lnternationalis1 Movement and 
so on stickers began 10 be seen at strategic 
spots througho ut the park - walls. trees. 

park benches. Political discussion ranged 
over a wide variety of topics, including 
questions of strategy for revolution in a 
country like this, and of the nature of 
society after a revolution. and questions 
were raised about how to respond 10 at­
tacks like that from the police. 

Meanwhile the police were continuing 
to give an object lesson in the na ture of 
freedom in the home of Yankee im­
perialism to those arrested. Some cops on 
the way 10 the station broke into a brief 
rendition of "God Bless America." and 
later, on the way to jail, delivered death 
1hrea1s 10 the effect 1ha1 1roublemakers 
should be "1aken out and shol." There 
also remained lhe s ticky problem of now. 
once the five had been arrested, figuring 
out wha1 they could be charged with. In­
itially the police had told those arrested 
1ha1 they would be charged wi1h " inciting 
to rio1." At the station the cops had a 
long discussion of this. during which it 
was pointed out 1ha1 nothing 1hat had 
been said over the bullhorn really fit into 
the legal defini1ion of "inciting 10 riol." 
(In other cases. of course, the cops could 
have simply made something up, but in 
this case, there was the problem of having 
several hundred witnesses 10 1he whole 
affair.) There was some discussion of 
charging those arrested for some kind of 

violation dealing with the bullhorn, but 
the police felt that the blatant discrimina­
tion in enforcing this and the fact that the 
ordinance probably didn'l apply to 1he 
si1ua1ion anyway made that charge pro­
blemalic as well. The police went on 10 
moan abou1 lhe ACLU and the injunc­
tion which preven1ed them from arres1ing 
people for simply selling 1he R W in 1he 
park, as lhey used to. Finally, 1hc police 
hil on "unlawful assembly," and they 
decided lhat the crowd in the park had 
been an "unlawful assembly" and those 
a rrested could be charged with that. Here . 
we have ye1 ano1her case of lhe wonders 
of American justice, where 1he police can 
pick through a mass of oh-so ­
democra1ically enacted laws un1il 1hcy 
find one 1hcy can pin on whoever it is !hey 
have already a rrested! 

On 1he way down to the police s tation 
some of those a rrested heard a conversa­
tion over the police radio. The dispa1che r 
asked. "What abou1 the T.A.? (1raffic 
accident) An answer came over 1hc radio : 
" We have tlie victim. The victim says 
1hcrc was no T.A." In 1he background 
police could be heard la ughing. It seems 
lhe "justice system" in this country is 
capable of medical miracles as well. Af1er 
someone is run over by the police ii lakes 
only a few minutes - prcs10 ! - and 1he 

"accident" never happened at al l. T his 
dcspile the fac1 that lhe person run over 
by the police appeared at lhe scene to be 
qui1e seriously injured, perhaps in shock, 
~s he lay on the ground virtually mo-
11onless for several minules . The police, 
of course, would not allow anyone in lhe 
crowd to gel close enough 10 ac1ually see 
his condition or talk to him. O ne can 
hardly imagine the gall o f the police who 
now are apparenlly trying 10 cover up 
lheir assauh, with a deadly weapon, car­
ried oul in lhc presence of hundred s o f 
wi1ncsses! One can only imagine what 
kind of 1hrca1s were necessary before•the 
police managed 10 convince him that he 
had never really been run over a l all. 
Wha t actua lly ha ppened l t> this vic1im of 
the cops ' crazed a ttac k, 'and the 
seriousness o f his inj uries, is a l 1his time 
still unknown. ' 

But if 1he day was a bru1a l lesson in 1hc 
way 1he imperialis1s iniend 10 clamp 
d own on revolu1iona ry poli1ical ac1ivity, 
panicula rly ac1ivi1y among im migran1 
proletarians, ii is also a telling exposure 
of jusl how serious they take 1he con-
1radic1ions they face in this rega rd . From 
another angle. it is a drama1ic indication 
of the decisive e!Tecl the revolutio na ry 
prole1aria1 can ha ve as ii s1eps ont o 1hc 
politicals1agc. I I · 

Declaration of Independence 

I 

Continued from page 3 
rule of the dominant social class (or classes), in particular those that dominate 
owners hip of the most important means of production. And in general the 
forms of ownership and economic and social relations overall, as well as their 
corresponding superstructure of politics and ideology, will correspond 10 the 
level of development of the productive forces. This has certainly been the case 
throughout the history of the U.S.: the state first represented the interests of 
the northern capitalists and the southern slaveowners and then after the Civil 
War it has represented the interests of the victorious capitalist class and 
capitalist wage-slavery. This state has derived its power not from the consent of 
the governed - in particular the slaves and the wage workers - but from the 
monopoly these ruling classes have had on the major means of production 
(which included the slaves during slavery) and on that basis their monopoly of 
armed force. And, a&ain, this has always and everywhere been the case where 
governments have been "instituted among men." 

What is more, just as every government (with a state apparatus of repres­
sion) has a·definite class character, so for that matter do notions such as "liber­
ty" and "the pursuit of happiness" - that is, different classes will have dif­
ferent, even opposing views of what such things as "liberty" and "the pursuit 
of happiness" mean. For a slave, liberty and the pursuit of happiness would 
almost certainly begin with freedom from slavery. But for slaveowners - in­
cluding those who signed the Declaration of Independence (and shortly after 
that ratified the U.S. Constitution) - the abolition of slavery represents ruin 
and misery, unless they can get in on some other form of accumulating 
commensurate wealth and power, another form of exploitation and oppres­
sion, such as capitalism. Similarly, for the proletariat the abolition of wage 
labor represents complete liberation from capitalist exploitation and beyond 
that the opening up of a new era in human society, without class distinctions, 
social inequalities and their bases - which certainly would qualitatively ex­
pand the horizons of liberty and of the pursuit of happiness, or rather would 
replace the notion of the individual quest for happiness with far loftier visions 
and goals. To the bourgeoisie this represents anathema, nothing less than the 
destruction of civilization, certainly of liberty and the pursuit of happiness as 
they conceive it; it is something which must be prevented at all costs and every 
serious movement toward it must be met with the most sanguinary supprc;ssion 
- this has not only been illuminated by Marxist theory, it has also been 

. graphically illustrated by historical experience. 
It is not that the Declaration of Independence (and the U.S. Constitution 

along with it) represent the interests a nd outlook of the bourgeoisie (with the 
historical influence of the southern slaveowning aristocracy) only in the most 
narrow sense. These documents do contain grievances and provisions that are 
not directly and immediately reducible to how the members of the ruling classes 
can accumulate more wealth and power for themselves. Rather they represent 
·these class interests in the broadest sense - and it is precisely in this way that 
their class content and historical limitations are mos t profoundly 
d emonstrated. 

In this light it is important to take up a common argument that is made in 
response to the obvious historical fact that the fine and famous words in the 
Declaration of Independence were not universally applied even by ·its framers 
and that the practice of the government in the U.S. has historically fallen short 
of the principles proclaimed in that Declaration. The argument is that at least 
the Declaration of Independence provides a standard, a goal to aim for, and the 
objective must be to strive to see that to the greatest degree possible its prin­
ciples are applied . Thus, for example, the following apologia: 

" Tho ugh it did not immediately result in the emancipation of slaves or in 
universal suffrage, advocates of both abolition of slavery and suffrage exten­
sion in latter generations effectively used the equalitarian principles of the 
Declaration to advance their causes. In our own day it is a prod to the cons­
ciences of the American people 10 improve the conditions of minority groups.' ' 
(Smith , Edward Conrad, ed., "The Origins of the Constitution, " an intro­
ductory essay in The Constitution of the United States, (Barnes & Noble) , 
Eleventh edition, p . 3.) 

As a matter of fact, slavery was not abolished in the U .S. until the interests of 
the capitalists in the north - which had come into antagonism with those of the 
southern slavocracy - demanded it. It was only then that Jhe government of 
the U nited States (the Union government) haltingly and hesitatingly d ecla red 
the emancipation of the slaves (at firs t only in the Confederate states and not 
even in other states where there was slavery but which did not join the Con-

federacy) and then amended the U.S. Constitution to reflect rhat. And those 
freed slaves who attempted to carry forward the fight against their oppression 
in new forms were brutally suppressed, with the backing of the federal govern­
ment and often the direct use of federal troops. More generally, every change of 
the type referred to in the above apologia has come about in response to mass 
struggle and has been adopted (and co-opted) by the ruling class in order to 
preserve its ruling position overall and maintain its exploitation and oppressiqn 
of the masses of people - in short to protect and serve its own class interests, 
within the U.S. and internationally. But it might be argued: even if all this is so, 
doesn't it still remain true that the Declaration of Independence provides a 
standard whose realization is the goal to be striven for and tha t as a standard it 
continue.5 to serve the struggle against oppression? To give a thorough response 
to - and refutation of - this requires addressing it on two different levels. 

First, the Declaration of Independence is not anything anybody wa nts to 
make out of it: it was written in a very definite historical context and has a very 
definite social and class content, as already demonstrated. That is why, for ex­
ample, it contains the statement it does about the ''merciless Indian savages.'' 
The general declarations it contains about the equality of all men, their in­
alienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness and so on assume 
their meaning according to this actual and overall content - otherwise they 
have no real, concrete meaning. But what if people who do not represent slave­
owning and capitalist class interests (as the authors of the Declaration indis­
putably did), what if they want to take these general principles in the Declara­
tion and give a different meaning to them? Well, try as they may, if they really 
stick to the basic principles actually set forth there, they will not be able to give 
them any fundamentally different content than they have been given historic­
ally, including by their authors. The answer to the question, what if the basic 
principles of the Declaration of Independence were really applied?, is that they 
have been, in the U .S. itself and generally in all bourgeois societies; and the 
time is long since past when that is the best and highest that humanity is capable 
of achieving. 

On another level, let us take the bourgeois ideal expressed in that Decla ration 
and examine what its fullest realization would mean, and whether tha t a fter all 
is the highest goal that can or should be striven for. If we were to sum up in a 
phrase what the bourgeois concept and content of freedom and equality is -
what is the highest meaning it gives to "liberty" and "the pursuit o f 
happiness" - that phrase would be "equal opportunity for a ll. " Let us 
assume, then, a situation where this principle is not only the guiding principle in 
society but is actually consistently applied. Note, first off, that the equality in­
volved here, the ideal, is equal opportunity, and specifically not equal sta tion in 
life: according to this ideal and the bourgeois outlook in general, the absence of 
social inequality is neither possible nor desirable. Well, with the fullest, most 
consistent application of this principle, the result would be that some, a minor­
ity, wo4ld one way or the other utilize this opportunity to establish themselves 
as the.exploiters of the majority, an exploitation they would have to enforce 
through the use of direct force (with hired enforcers) and deception (divide and 
conquer schemes included). There could be no other result, precisely if this 
principle, equal opportunity for all, were fully a,nd consistently applied. In 
other words, we could get nothing but the bourgeois society we a lready have, 
including its social inequalities a long with its basic exploita tion of the pro­
letariat. To get some other result , one which would abolish social inequality, 
along with the elimination of exploitation, it is necessary to overthrow and 
transcend the ideals a nd principles o f bourgeois society and the material condi­
tions of which they are an expression. It is necessary to overthrow bourgeois 
rule and advance entirely beyond what Marx termed " the narrow horizon of 
bourgeois right" (equal opportunity for all) and all the economic and other 
social relations of which it is a reflection and extension. 

When communists speak of abolishing social inequali1y we mean first and as 
the founda tion the abolition of classes. But beyond that we mean the abolition 
of soci_jll conditions where such concepts as equal opportunity for all and their 
re flection in law a nd politics - equality before the law and democracy gener­
a lly - have lost their meaning, because the individual stmggle for existence 
will have been eliminated together with the abolition of class distinctions and 
the members of society will consciously contribute what they can to society's 
overall advancement, taking back from it what they need in order to continue 
to develop in an all-a round way and make a still greate r contribution. It is this 
ideal whose time has now come - or rather the reve rse, it is the development of 
the material conditions in society up to this point that have now brought forth 
this ideal and demand its realization. 

= 
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Support The Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement! 
The Revolutlonary Worker calls for 
a special effort to bulld support for 
the Revolutlonary lnternatlonallst 

• Broad circulation of the Declaration of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. 
Readers are especially encouraged to put the 
Declaration in the hands of proletarians and 
others from countries around the world and to 
send it to their friends, relatives and contacts 
internationally. 

Movement so that this 
new movement may launch Its 

hlstOrlc work In the most 
powerful way possible. 

We call for: 

• Correspond.ence, statements and messages of 
s~pport for the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement. (These can be sent via the RW, Box 
3486': Merchandise Mart, Chicago, .IL 60654) 

• Full support for the launching of a 
worldwide fund drive called for by 
the Revolutionary lnter~ationalist 
Movement by pledging and 
gathering funds. 

Support For Worldwide 
Fund Drive 

II 

The participating organizations of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement are: 

Ccn1ral Rcorganisa1jon Commiuec; 
Communis1 Par1y of India (Marxis1-LeniniM) 

Ceylon Communis1 Party 

Comrades, 
The news of the Second Conference 

of the Marxist-Leninist Parties and 
Organizations and the formation of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment is spreading fast all around the 
world. It seems that the same historical 
conjuncture that gave birth to Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement is 
also responsible for its growth and 
strengthening. 

The astounding news of the May Day 
1984 celebrations under the united ban­
ner of Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement has le.id the foundations of 
proletarian internationalism in practice. 
Although the celebrations were dif­
ferent in form in different countries due 
to the particularities of struggle, the 
overall impact of May Day '84 has 
brought a new quality and height to the 
struggle of the international working 
class and oppres'sed people. 
Comrades, 

May Day '84 was symbolic and its in­
fluence went far beyond the countries 
of the celebrating forces. The echoes of 
"Long Live proletarian internationalism" 
chanted in one country added strength 
to the struggles of people in other con­
tinents. May Day '84 brought warmth 
and hope to the hearts of all who live 
and struggle for a prosperous life that is 
possible only in a world free from im­
perialism, reaction and oppression. 

With this goal, despite the fact that 
the war-stricken people of Afghanistan 
and the Afghan revolutionaries 
desperately need financial and material 
support to continue on with their just 
struggle (those in Afghanistan lucky 
enough to work make a mere $51month 
which must support the whole family), 
we - a group of Afghans living in the 
USA - would like to participate in the 
fund raising program of Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement. We pledge 
to contribute monies that are earned by 
hard labor tor the future activities of 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment. We also call on all those who 
hate imperialism and support the strug­
gles of the oppressed to make whatever 
sacrifices necessary to contribute and 
make the fund drive a success. 

Down with Soviet social-imperialism! 
Down with U.S. imperialism! 

Down with international imperialism! 
Long Live Revolutionary Internationalist 

Movement! 
Victory to the struggle of oppressed 

people! 
A group of revolutionary Afghans 

living in the USA 
In Struggle! 

REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT - ANTI-IMPERIAL/ST 
WAR DREAMS 

In order to pierce the bourgeoisies' 
• stranglehold on our world, the Revolu­

tionary Internationalist Movement 
needs our money. Our money, as we 
well know, that is trickling down to us 
from the very exploitation by these 
same imperialists who are laying waste 
to whole countries and peoples, and 
who are now preparing for yet another 
war to end all wars, though this time 
that may be literally true. 

Where do our responsibilities and 
aspirations lie? Where is our future? My 
old man is one of the "instant people" 
- a day laborer. I, myself, with an in­
jured hand, have been off work for a 
month, with at least 5 mor.e weeks to go 
before a paycheck is in sight (assuming 
I still have my job, of course). The 
screws are tightening. I have a 
daughter. Her fate is rapidly being seal­
ed by imperialist war dreams. 

To me the Revolutionary lnterna· 
tionalist Movement holds out a candle, 
a fragile light against the darkening 
skies. And if it is money that will 
strengthen that light; money, that will 
transform that candle into a torch, 
spread and deepen it into a raging fire 
- then that Is alright by me. Because I 
can't stop the U.S. in El Salvador, or 
Lebanon, or Miami, et al., but I can give 
some of my slave wages to the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement. 

So, I am contributing to the Revolu­
tionary Internationalist Movement, more 
if I can come up with it. And I urge any 
others who have survived, with any 
aspirations, in this sordid world to con­
tribute, too. 

-An angry wage slave (Portland) 

Communis1 Collec1ive of Agi1 I Prop l1aly 
Communis1 Party of Colombia (Marxi~l-LcniniM) 

Mao Tse1ung Regional Commiucc 
Communis1 Party of Peru 

Communis1 Party of Turkey I Marxis1-Lcninis1 
Hai1ian ln1ernational Rcvolu1ionary Group 

Nepal Communist Party (Ma~hal) 

New Zealand Red Flag Group 
No11ingham and S1ockport Communis1 Groups Bri1ain 

Prole1arian Part y of Purba Bangla Banglade~h 
Revolu1ionary Communist Group of Colombia 

Revolutionary C:ommunis1 Party, India 
Revolutionary Communis1 Parly, USA 

Rcvolu1ionary Communis1 Union Dominican Republic 
Union of Iranian Communis1s (Sarbedaran) 

Chosen 
People 

Conlinued from page 2 
rakhan inlo the golden circle of official 
"public life, " and as the figure presently 
sett ing the political tone for Black partici­
pation in bourgeois politics . It was up to 
1he " President of Black America" to 
publicly take his stand on a sacred princi­
ple of U .S. imperialist statecraft. We sug­
gest that 1hbse forces who genuinely wish 
to oppose U.S. imperialism, and yet have 
been swept up into supporting Jackson's 
bid (and there are unfortunately quite a 
few such people) examine his remarks 
closely: 

"My staff in Washington has now 
briefed me on Minister Farrakhan's com­
ments in his most recent speech. I refer 
specifically to his comments describing 
the creation of Israel as an 'outlaw act' 
and his assertiov that nations that helped 
found and now support I srael are 'crimi­
nals in the sight of Almighty God.' I find 
such statements or comments to be repre­
hensible and morally indefensible. I dis­
avow such comments and thoughts. 
... Such statements and thoughts have 
no place in my own thinking or in this 
campaign and I call upon all of my sup­
porters to join me in speaking out in sup­
port of my stand .... I will not permit 
Minister Farrakhan) words, wittingly or 

unwittingly, to divide the Democra1ic 
Party." His remarks went on to raise up 
again the need to " heal the wounds" and 
defend "the very fabric of our na1ional 
civility." 

Exac1ly what Farrakhan's inten1ions 
were ("willingly or unwittingly") in con-
1inuing his allacks on Judaism and Zion­
ism is not clear - he has his own social 
base and a poli1ical agenda which 
deserves further analysis in the future. 11 
is quire possible that he is less enthusiastic 
about cemen1ing Blacks to M ondale's 
backside than the rest of the Black politi­
cal figures we've mentioned. But what­
ever his intentions, in the resulting politi­
cal storm Jackson (once again) was quick 
to poinl out which unity he cherishes, and 
which interests define tha• unity. This res­
cuer o f bombardiers, CIA a5~ · ... and co-. 
caine smugglers from Third Woni.. , -: . 
sons, Jesse Jackson, is a creature of U.S. 
imperialism, lovingly nurtured and 
nudged along by a sophisticated media, 
and ever mindful of his master's voice. 
When Farrakhan chose to contest Israel 
for the mantle of "God's chosen 
people," it became clear in the fallout 
that on one important (in fact, crucial) 
point, there is unity between Reagan, 
Mondale, and yes, Jesse Jackson: it is 
U.S. imperialism that is real~v sacred in 
god's divine schemes, and this is cme arti­
cle of faith they intend to make sure 1hat 
no one is allowed to forget, or deviate 
from. I ' 
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REVOLUTION is the propaganda 
organ of the Central Committee of 
the Revolutionary Communist Party, 
USA (RCP, USA). It is published 
quarterly. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
In the U.S. $14/year 
Other countries $16.50/year­

suriace mail 
$24.00/year-air mail 

Payable by check or money order. 
• 

Send all subscription orders to: 
RCP Publications, P.O. Box 3486 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago IL 60654 

Correspondence: We welcome 
correspondence to REVOLUTION 
magazine. All letters and manuscripts 
should be sent to: RCP Publications, 
P.O. Box 1317, New York, NY10185 


