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Democracy

And The
Prince Of Darkness
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El Salvador’s Prince of Darkness,
Robert D'Aubuisson, has been tripping
through the bright lights of Washington,
D.C. lately, while his mentors are offer-
ing up two different public reactions to
his visit. On the one hand, D’Aubuisson
had a 45-minute meeting with the Assis-
tant Secretary of State for Inter-
American Affairs, Langhorne A. Motley
and another 90-minute get-together with
a dozen U.S. senators. It was also
reported by the New York Times during
D'Aubuisson’s visit that the Salvadoran:
death-squader had gotten a “‘warm per-
sonal letter’” from President Reagan after
D’Aubuisson lost the election to José
Napoleén Duarte. All this nicey-nicey
stuft was described as part of a major ef-
fort by U.S. officials to convince
D'Aubuisson of the proper role of a loyal
opposition and to get him to participate
in El Salvador’s U.S.-style democracy —
undoubtedly a really difficult task con-
sidering who created ‘‘Major Bob'" in the
first place.

On the other hand, D’Aubuisson's
visit provided the opportunity for a broad
array of U.S. politicians to huffand puff
and take offense that such a violent type
would be hob-nobbing with the gentle
souls that rule the U.S. This reaction was
best represented by the large majority of
senators who refused to meet with
D’Aubuisson — the same U.S. Senate
that has poured hundreds of millions of
dollars, training and weaponry into El
Salvador’s armed forces (including, by
the way, the death squads), Nicaragua’s
Contras, the fortification of Honduras
and on and on. But both those that patted
D’Aubuisson on the head and those that
register mock outrage have the right to
express their opinions; after all, this is a
democracy.

It has been quite well documented that
D'Aubuisson, representing one section of
the Salvadoran comprador bourgeoisie,
is directly involved in the operations of
some of El Salvador’s death squads; U.S.
intelligence ‘‘sources’ (who are
themselves active leaders and participants
in the death squads and therefore ought
to know) have accused D’Aubuisson of
direct involvement in the assassination of’
Archbishop Romero, among a greal
many others. More recently, it has been
reported in the U.S. press that
D'Aubuisson and his top aides were in-
volved in a clandestine plot 1o assassinate
U.S. Ambassador Thomas Pickering,
and had begun monitoring the am-
bassador’s movements in preparation for
the action.

Considering that D’Aubuisson is a
former President of the National
Assembly and is recognized to have close
ongoing. ties to the Salvadoran armed
forces, one could possibly expect to hear
the U.S. official rumblings against
‘‘state-supported terrorism'’ and ‘‘hit
teams’® — after all, such comments have
become quite popular lately. And why no

echo of Secretary of State Shultz’s high-
profile call for *“‘preemptive strikes''?
Ah, but this is most definitely not Libya,
or any other country ruled by ‘‘mad
men'’; this is El Salvador, ruled by that
bastion of sanity, U.S. imperialism.

In this case, the U.S. reportedly dispat-
ched Reagan’s special envoy, former CIA
official General Vernon Walters, to have
a little chat with D’Aubuisson and im-
press upon him that, despite his years of
U.S. training and 20 years in the
Salvadoran military, assassinations of
this sort are inappropriate — that is,
when U.S. ambassadors are the targel.
An ambassador, D’Aubuisson must
realize, 1S not a peasan{. Apparently,
Walter's gentle sermon was sufficient to
pul a stop to the plan.

Now, it might seem strange that neither
the U.S. nor the Salvadoran government
have been able to stop the death-squad
killings and torture of thousands of
Salvadorans, despite all the massive ef-
forts, as they have told us many times,
that have been made in this direction.
And yet, a simple visit from a U.S. envoy
manages to put a stop to a planned death-
squad attack. Why, one might get the im-
pression that U.S. pledges to ““‘improve
human rights™’ in El Salvador contain a
certain lack of sincerity. But it’s probably
just a coincidence that this one “‘excess’’
was able to be halted.

It is also striking that the reports of
D’Aubuisson’s involvement in the plot to
assassinate Pickering follow closely on
the reports of the CIA giving financial
assistance to Duarte’s election campaign
in an effort to have a “‘U.S.-supported
moderate’” win the election, as opposed
to a nasty ‘‘right-winger.” It is well
known that the democratic U.S. would
never support a right-wing dictatorship
— although it may be a little‘difficult for
the average Salvadoran, who could com-
pare Duarte’s 1980-82 term on the junta
with D'Aubuisson’s 1982-84 term as
president of the National Assembly, to
tell the difference between right-wing dic-
tatorship and U.S. moderation. Never-
theless, there has clearly been an effort
here lo create the appearance of
“‘distance’’ between the U.S. government
and D'Aubuisson — as if the two were at
odds with each other. After all, the U.S.
is committed to democracy, isn’t it?

In fact, D'Aubuisson’s visit has pro-
vided the perfect opportunity to prove it.
The administration meets with him in
order to “‘win him over’' to democracy,
while the senators (including the liberals,
who only support good CIA interven-
tions like inthe Duarte campaign) register
their mock horror because he isn't
democratic enough for them. And both
‘‘sides’’ oh-so-democratically agree to
“‘disagree.”” A fine example of the
essence of U.S. imperialist democracy —
one that is based on the D’Aubuissons
and Duartes around the world. [ ]
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Stop U.S. “Peacemaking”
(WAR MONGERING) in the Persian Guif!

Oppose These Heightened Escalations
Toward World War llI!

A World Without Imperialism,

Not an Imperialist World War!

If you're looking for a place where World War |lll could break out, the Persian Gulf looms large as a
candidate. The current crisis in this area is being played out amid intense international tensions, and in
many ways, concentrates the whole explosive world situation. It is not for nothing that TV's Nightline, in
the aftermath of “The Day After,” featured “The Crisis Game” — a war game where the U.S. and the
Soviet Union clashed directly in Iran.

This is a pre-world war period. The “equilibrium’ of today’s world is one in which decisive advance
and strategic gain by either the U.S.- or Soviet-led bloc can hardly be tolerated by the other. Truce talk
aside, it is hard to imagine ANY resolution to the Gulf crisis which would not significantly “disturb the
equilibrium” for the imperialists. This is not a region that can return to “normal” because this is not a
world that can return to “normal.”

The U.S.’s long history of “peaceful non-intervention™ is well known to the people of the world,
including in Iran and Iraq. From the bloody bringing to power of the Shah of Iran, to the ClA-trained
SAVAK (the Shah'’s secret police), to the instigation of Iraq’s invasion of Iran, to the constant fueling of
the current war between two butcher regimes at the cost of hundreds of thousands of lives — all this and
more has been done in the pursuit of imperialist domination and control of the Persian Gulf. Today, the
U.S.’s “neutrality” and “peacekeeping” include directing Saudi Arabia as they fly U.S. planes armed with
U.S. missiles and assisted by U.S.-manned AWACs to shoot down Iranian planes; the building of a Rapid
Deployment Force capable of mobilizing 300,000 troops for action in the Gulf, and the turning of Saudi
Arabia into a virtual NATO military base — complete with airfields for B-52’s, the U.S. strategic nuclear
bomber. As the U.S. has often pointed out, the Gulf is a NATO chokepoint and is “*key to the alliance.”
The Soviets as well have been maneuvering for their own advantage in the Gulf (e.g.: supplying arms to
Iraqg, strengthening tiés with sections of Iran’s rulers, and of course the minor detail of troops amassed in
Afghanistan).

Given all this, all the U.S. babble about “neutrality’” and “senseless violence” only shows that they
expect people in the U.S. to buy any excuse for a “just” World War IIl.

Times such as these starkly reveal that we cannot afford to leave the fate of the world’s people in the
hands of these mass murderers who every time they talk peace mean war and every time they talk
ceasefire intensify preparations for a global conflict. The Revolutionary Communist Party,USA is actively
working for what we see as the only realistic solution to prevent World War — revolution, here and in
other parts of the world. At the same time, we believe it is incumbent on all those who oppose U.S.
aggression and the escalation towards World War lll to join together in figuring out the ways to oppose
this madness as well as to support revolutionary initiatives taken by the masses worldwide.

The stakes are high indeed. With the situation in the Gulf rapidly reachinga
juncture, this critical flashpoint cannot be ignored but demands to be understood:
U.S. “peacemaking” (WARMONGERING) must be aggressively exposed, and
imperialist war preparations, boldly opposed.

Revolutionary Communist Party,USA

For ongoing analysis of developments in this critical region — read the Revolutionary Worker, P.O. Box
3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL 60654.
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Above is the text of a leaflet now being distributed by the RCP,USA.
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In RW No. 257 we published a report
on the May First celebrations in Delhi,
India, sent to us by Mass Line. The
Jollowing report covers the phase of the
May First activity before the demonstra-
tors reached the venue — the Feroze Shah
Kotla Ground; this report was sent to us
by a correspondent for Jaikara
newspaper.

MAY FIRST
RED POLITICAL TRAINS
TO DELHI

The evening of April 30, 1984 saw
waves of gloriously fluttering red flags
surging towards half a dozen railway sta-
tions in the state of Punjab. Hundreds of
youth, both men and women, came in
batches with revolutionary slogans rent-
ing the streets of this terror stricken state
where ordinary people are feeling uneasy
over the continued reactionary violence
by fundamentalist Sikh fanatics and the
state alike. This sudden and unusual
scenario of red demonstrations on the eve
of May First raised many eyebrows while
some peoples made enquiries about the
purpose of demonstrating a day before
the May Day. As these young people
thronged the railway stations they
painted red the walls and the trains stand-
ing there with revelutionary slogans of
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment. Bathinda, Ludhiana and Barnala
junctions all hummed with revolutionary
activities and the whole surroundings
wore a festive look. Some more fiery
youths climbed atop the engine at the
Bathinda junction and hoisted the red
flag of revolution over it and declared
that that train to the capital was a red
political train of the revolutionary pro-
letariat. This incident stirred up the whole
place and within a few moments many
red flags started fluttering from many
compartments of the train. All this was
greeted by rest of the youth with thunder—
ing slogans:

Long Live Red Ist of May

Symbol of World Proletarian Revolu-
tion!

Build the Unity of the International

Proletariat!

Hail the Formation of the Revolutionary

Internationalist Movement!

May First Red Political

Trains To Delhi

-

Prevent World War! Step Up the
Struggle for Revolution Throughom
The World!

Red salutes to the blazing red flags were
offered while a commotion started
among the hundreds of onlookers.

At Ludhiana, the blggeﬂ industrial city
of Punjab, when a contingent of about
three hundred strong proletarian revolu-
tionaries reached the railway station they
were enthusiastically greeted by about

Declaration
of the
Revolutionary
Internationalist
Movement

two hundred militant youths who blas:cd

the surroundings with roaring felicita-
tions and slogans.

As both of these trains moved on
through the plains of Punjab political
discussions around the formation of
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment and the unity of the Marxist-
Leninist forces on the world scale as well
as in India went on among various groups
of comrades. While they heartily rejoiced

over the formation of the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement most of them
advocated and supported the: idea of a
strong world organisation of communist
forces as a leading center of world pro-
letarian revolution.

At some places the commuters too got
involved in the discussions. When a
woman comrade explained to a young
woman, who was travelling along with

Continued on page 13
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~ MOVIMIENTO REVOLUCIONARID INTERNACIONALI

PARTIDO COMUNISTA DEL PERE

‘ '_I'his poster — beautifully printed in full color— was recently received from Peru.
This is yet anorhei_' political blow to the reactionary regime in Peru, which has target-
ted the Communist Party of Peru as its number one enemy and to imperialism

Thg poster (from top to bottom) reads: Proletarians of all countries unite!; “The
prolearians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win.” Com-

Movement
Poster from Peru!

mfunist Manifesto 1848; Revolutionary Internationalist Movement; Communist Party
of Peru. - =

The following are letters and
statements in support of the worldwide
fund drive called for by the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement.

This call was issued by proletarians
in Houston, Texas.

‘A Red Wages Day

This campaign, of a Red Wages Day,
was inspired by the Revolutionary Inter-
nationalist Movement. The importance
of this campaign is to create one more
way for the proletariat to collaborate, to

*%

Letters of Support for

Woridwide

strengthen this movement and also to
prepare the masses for revolution.
Because what the world needs now is
world revolution, principally guided by
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought. This need for us to make the
movement stronger is precisely because
exactly in the situation which we face
today where the two blocs, the two
superimperialist powers, the U.S. and
the Soviet Union, are taking giant leaps
toward the creation and preparation of
a third world war, we are sure that with
a revolutionary party, with the pro-
letariat as its base, we will subdue the

The participating organizations of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement are:

Central Reorganisation Committee
Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)

Ceylon Communist Party
Communist Collective of Agit/Prop (ltaly]

Communist Party of Colombia (Marxist-Leninist)
Mao Tsetung Regional Committee

Communist Party of Peru
Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist
Haitian International Revolutionary Group
Nepal Communist Party (Mashal)
New Zealand Red Flag Group
Nottingham and Stockport Communist Groups !Britain|
Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla [Bangladesh/
Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia
Revolutionary Communist Party, India
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
Revolutionary Communist Union |Dominican Republic|
Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran)

Fund Drive

imperialist system and achieve the
building of a socialist system. This is
why we call on all men, women, and all
intermediate and advanced proletarians
with socialist ideals to contribute with a
Red Wages Day. And in that way help
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment. What's more, it will be a great sur-
prise for the reactionaries of the im-
perialist system to know that in the very
heart of capitalism there are youth with
Marxist principles that support in every
way all struggles in favor of the interna-
tional proletariat. We hope that with
this salute of unification we can come
into contact collaborating with the little
bit of help that we can offer.

A group of communist Salvadorans

ek e ek

To the RW,

For almost 10 years | worked in fac-
tories in the Portland area trying to
organize workers, to lead them in the
day-to-day struggle so that someday
that would lead to revolution in this
country. | started doing that from an ex-
citement and hope for the future, for
revolution, for real fundamental change.
| started working in factories back then
off of being involved in the anti-war and
liberation struggles of the '60s and '70s.
| was drawn to Marxism-Leninism
because | was looking for some
answers, | wanted to see change, but
fundamental change, not cosmetic
dressing up of what is here, nor just a
new set of oppressors with a different
label. At the time the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution was in full swing in
China. There was an excitement there

of this incredible situation. A leader of a
country, Mao, was supporting a revolu-
tion against his own party, his own
government. The more | read about
China and Mao, the more excited | got. |
could see people all over that country
were involved in the revolution, not just
a handful; students, workers, scientists,
actors, writers, and peasants in the
most remote parts of the country.

That kind of change | wanted to be
part of. So | started working at the fac-
tories, joining the working class. But
there are no guarantees, just because
you rejoin the working class, that you're
going to obtain a Proletarian outlook on
the world. After a period of 6 or 7 years
of trying to lead the day-to-day strug-
gles of the workers at the different
plants, | became demoralized, and even-
tually tried to stop doing any political
work.

Within the last year, thru discussions
with the Revolutionary Communist
Party, and reading the Revolutionary
Worker, | have discovered that | was not
alone in my demoralization. | initiated
the discussions because even though |
was not active politically, | couldn't
escape what is going on in the world, |
did not stop feeling the disgust for how
my family had to live and millions of
people have to live in this country and
around the world under imperialism. Nor
could | escape the growing fear at see-
ing the imperialists driving closer and
closer to another World War.

For 2 or 3 years | have simply felt that
| was just too weak, didn't have the
“right stuff"” to be involved in revolution.
But the Party was saying that the same
demoralization happened to people all
over the country, and in fact around the
world, and it had to do both with a
political line and the situation in the
world, i.e., the reactionary coup in China
after Mao's death, the level of struggle
around the world, and in this country,

Continued on page 15
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Elections

and the
Winds of War

RW:

Presidential election years have tradi-
tionally been the *‘silly season™ for the
U.S. left, and 1984 is certainly no excep-
tion. Perhaps the most striking feature of
this quadrennial affliction is the deep-
scated belief in bourgeois democracy
which it reveals.

One example of this, which might be
taken as brilliant satire if it were not sadly
the case that the author intended it
seriously, was the editorial in the
February issue of Monthiy Review. After
quoting James Reston of the New York.
Times to the effect that Reagan only
works three hours a day and doesn’t read
his briefing papers, MR comments:

“*Stop a minute and think what this
means. The president of the United States
of America, the most powerful man in
the world who by the very nature of the
office he holds has his finger on the but-
ton that could blow up the waorld, is ig-
norant, incompetent, and cruel. For peo-
ple everywhere this is an intolerable situa-
tion, and for Americans who love their
country and yearn for it to play an
honorable role in the world it is a source
of frustration and shame.

““This, we submit, is enough to define
the overriding issue in the 1984 elections.
Ronald Reagan must go.. ..

*“The 1984 elections present the United
States with an opportunity to start this
return journey from the Reaganite func-
tional eguivalent of fascism to normal
bourgeois . democracy. (A situation
similar in some respects existed in the se-

cond Nixon administration, with the ma- -

jor difference that Nixon blundered into
his own downfall.)

“If from a left perspective all this is ob-
vious, so also is the logical conclusion to
which it points: the most effective anti-
Reagan vote is a vote for the Democratic
candidate whoever it may be.. ..

“We will vote for whomever they put
up in order to get rid of Reagan, but we
only compromise our principles and in-
jure our credibility if we espouse the

-cause of a particular Democratic can-
didate.”

Given the fact that every crime of U.S.
imperialism throughout the world has
been carried out under ‘‘normal
bourgeois democracy’ (in the U.S.
itself), it staggers the imagination to hear
people, who at other times and places
have styled themselves as Marxists, sing
its patriotic praises. And not only its
praises, but the belief that elections do in
fact determine the course of development
of imperialism, and can be used to alter
its basic character.

In 1964, people went to the polls in
massive numbers to vote for Lyndon
Johnson lest the ‘““madman’ Goldwater
get elected and send 600,000 troops to
Vietnam or try to bomb that country
back into the Stone Age. Considering the
aftermath of that election, I think it is in-

cumbent on all those espousing electoral
strategies to address the following ques-
tion: Was the aftermath of that 1964.elec-
tion contingent primarily on the devious
character of Lyndon Johnson, or upon
the necessities of imperialism faced with
the global challenge of wars of national
liberation? Posing the question that way
is useful in considering our more recent
experience with the Carter and Reagan
administrations.

Since the days of Lyndon Johnson, the
international situation has undergone a
profound shift. The U.S. was soundly
defeated in Vietnam, while globally the
Soviet Union emerged at the head of a
rival bloc in contention for world
hegemony. In the early '70s the U.S. was
forced to abandon much of the Bretton
Woods financial arrangements imposed
by the U.S. as the fruits of victory in the
last interimperialist war. In 1974-75 came
the steepest and most generalized reces-
sion of the postwar period, which the
U.S. surmounted only through a massive
expansion of credit and at the expense of

Famous White House

scenes that never
happened. . .

LBJ: “Rats! Why did | go and get elected
as the peace candidate?. .. Now the
Viet Cong are winning, and / can’t

send troops!”

and never will.

®

its allies. And neither the U.S.-led nor the
Soviet-led blocs has since been able to
regain the growth rates characteristic of
the *60s. Crisis of the imperialist system,
reflected in contention between the rival
blocs, has become the dominant process
on a global scale.

While the U.S. was able to cut its losses
and get out of Vietnam and was able to
retain its leadership of the Western bloc,
domestically the ruling class was forced
onto the political defensive for a period.
The administration of Jimmy Carter (the
humble peanut farmer from Georgia)

provided the ruling class with a much-

JFK: “Invade Cuba? No way! How could |,
as a founder of the Peace Corps,
ever be able to explain such an act?”

CARTER: “Well, Frit

needed reform image and a chance to
regroup. But images aside, the situation
internationally had in fact deteriorated
for the U.S. The Soviet Union had attain-
ed parity with the U.S. in strategic
weapons and under that umbrella had in-
@lialed a global strategy of military in-
itiatives. Coming into office, Carter was
presented with the two, now famous,
analyses of Soviet intentions by “Team
A" at the CIA and “Team B’ of the
more rightist national security analysts.
In many ways these two reports concen-
trated a more general debate that was tak-

- Continued on page 12
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Z, we've got our man-

date. Now we can finally slash

that immoral Pentagon budget,
just like we promised.”
MONDALE: “Sure thing, Jimmy. . . I'll get

on it first thing in the morning.”

The Liberals Excuse The Cruise

On Wednesday, June 27, the U.S.
Defense Department announced that it

“had deployed the first long-range nuclear

cruise missiles on ships.

The deployment was one of the first
stages of U.S. plans to field thousands of
such deadly weapons in this decade. Ac-
cording to information assembled by
antinuclear activists, a thousand of the
strategic Navy cruise weapons, called
Tomahawk, will be deployed on surface
ships and submarines. Some shorter-
range conventional Tomahawks are
already aboard the battleship New
Jersey. The Ground-Launched Cruise
Missiles (GLCM), recently deployed in
Europe, are essentially identical to the
Tomahawk except that they are fired
from a so-called transporter-erector-
launcher land vehicle (TEL).

Cruise missiles, including the Navy's
Tomahawk weapon and other versions,
are an extremely accurate weapon and
difficult to defend against. When they

approach enemy airspace, the missiles
drop to treetop level, about 100 feet,
and skim at this height to avoid enemy
radars, further dropping to about fifty
feet for a final dash to the target. They are
said to be accurate to within 300 feet at a
distance of 1500 miles. The U.S. plans to
deploy them on land, sea, and air in such
variety and numbers (hat, they hope,
Soviet defenses would be swamped.
Three thousand would be deployed on
B-52G aircraft, for example.

The Pentagon announcement
represented a perfect addition to the cur-
rent military budget “*debate’’ circus now
occurring in Congress. Just at that mo-
ment, a Senate-House conference was
busily ironing out some gripes about the
cruise missile and its relation to arms con-
trol. It is said that, since nuclear-capable
and conventional-warhead Tomahawks
look exactly alike, and since they would
be deployed on so many different craft
and vehicles, it would be impossible to

verify which craft are carrying nuclear

cruises and how many. Accounting of.

Tomahawks on submarines would, of
course, be especially difficult.

None of this, however, has prevented
Congress from approving money for the
Tomahawks in the past, having approved
the 1983 and 1984 fiscal year appropria-
tions for the missile without so much as a
cosmetic string attached. This year the
House wanted to attach a rider banning
deployment unless the President
discovered a similar deployment by the
Soviets. And my goodness, just by coin-
cidence, Caspar Weinberger had an-
nounced in April that the Soviets pro-
bably would deploy a similar cruise
weapon this year, designated SS-NX-21
by NATO. So the House and Senate
wrangled in this way about whether to at-
tach a meaningless rider to the bill, or
pass the appropriation clean, as usual.

It was this bitter confrontation thai
was brought to a halt so cruelly by the ad-

ministration with the announcement that
it had already deployed the Tomahawk,
and cut the fuss.

‘“‘Bad judgment,’’ complained Senator
Durenberger of Minnesota.

But liberal Representative Les Aspin,
who had last year ied the fight for the
freeze (as well as, almost in the same
breath, an important phase of MX fun-
ding) was a bit more obliging.

“We knew they were going to deploy,
but the assumption was that a few would
not change things much. The number is
important.”” Why, declared the Con-
gressman, the Navy could always take
‘em back.

Evidently, another awkward moment
for the loyal opposition. But one has to
have confidence in the Congressional
liberals® ability to excuse, prettify, and
contribute to almost any new addition to
the war machine. We're sure they’ll come

up with something. [ ]



To paraphrase Mao Tsetung: If our
masters fart, are we supposed to call it a
lovely perfume?

This is very apropos the ‘‘marathon
debate’” in the House of Representatives
which culminated in the passage there of
the omnibus Simpson-Mazzoli Immigra-
tion Bill. Excuse us, the Immigration
“Reform’’ Bill.

An editorial in the New York T:mes
June 17, greeted the bill by beckoning im-
migrants to “Freedom Day.”” Pictured
are thousands, nay, hundreds of
thousands of immigrants coming ‘‘out of

the shadows’® thanks to the Bill, to
become. ..LEGALS!
Here, liberal imperialist logic at its

hypocritical best: the ridiculous assump-
tion that getting legal status from the
U.S. government has anything to do with
freedom and that such recognition by the
state is in the interests of these pro-
letarians who are otherwise ‘‘illegal.”’
The proletariat, on the other hand, does
not recognize the bourgeois category of
“illegals’® — we are all illegals — and
wholeheartedly welcomes the im-
migrant proletarians here now and those
many who are sure to come to this ugly
metropole, by whatever means, in the
future. And it is precisely the immediate
future toward which this immigration
legislation is aimed; it is designed to put
the imperialists in a stronger position to
advance their aims and contain revolu-
tionary developments in the coming
period of war and revolution across the
globe.

One’ look at the actual provisions of
this Bill proves what a big fat lie all this
talk of ‘‘Freedom Day’’ really is.

According to the House version of the
Bill, all immigrants continuously residing
inthe U.S. illegally since January 1, 1982,
and who can prove it, will be eligible for
temporary resident status. This is the so-
called ‘‘amnesty’’ provision of the Bill.

“Eligible’’ means just that and nothing
more. It remains to be seen how broadly
this will be interpreted by the U.S. Im-
migration & MNaturalization Service
(INS). Needless to say, those millions of
immigrants arriving later than the cutoff
date, those who cannot prove continuous

o

residency and *‘those who would en-
danger the welfare, safety, or security of

the United States’’ are explicitly nor eligi- -

ble. In addition, as the INS will have not
only the names and addresses of those ap-
plying, but their work addresses, bank
account numbers, and more, it is not
unlikely that half or more of the
technically eligible immigrants will
themselves never apply for fear of getting
turned down and then finding themselves
sitting ducks in future INS pogroms. But
the “‘amnesty’’ provisions of the Bill are
not for show in the main; the government
earnestly seeks millions of immigrants to
come forward, identify themselves, and
become permanently entered into its na-
tional computers.

Anyone idly engaging in self-deception
by imagining that, ‘“‘even with all its pro-
blems,”’ the Bill is some kind of gift from
Washington should seriously study
Lenin's Srate and Revolution.

As if to emphasize this very point, the
House last week aimended their version of
the: Bill to require those immigrants
granted temporary residency who later
seek permanent residency (green cards) to
achieve a “‘minimal understanding of or-
dinary English and a knowledge and
understanding of the history and govern-
ment of the United States.’” As one pom-
pous politician put it: this will help to
“‘/dignify the precious gift’’ of permanent
residency. Besides the naked American-
Way chauvinism of the amendment, it’s
important to ask: a precious gift for
whom? In fact, it is for those who sweat
rivers over the “millions of aliens in this
country who are unaccounted for and ac-
countable to no one,” as one official
said. The granting of temporary residen-
cy is designed precisely to get many
millions of immigrants counted and ac-
countable. There should be no doubts
about temporary residency; it is an ex-
tremely tenuous immigration status.
When the House passed the requirement
that those immigrants seeking to become
permanent residents must learn to talk
like Yankees when reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance, it did so to make clear that
only those who become really good
Americans will even be considered for
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eligibility in this more secure status. The
foreign-born are to be inculcated to the
max with American values and culture,
made to bow and scrape every inch of the
way, with the hope that a loyal, patriotic
group might be created in their midst
with deadly illusions of having a stake in
the system. This is envisioned as creating
a buffer group among the immigrants
themselves, as well as helping to create a
patriotic group among the immigrant
proletarians who are considered a large
pool of potential cannonfodder for the
U.S.’s military machine.

It gets worse. The heart of the Bill,
albeit somewhat concealed, is to establish
one or another kind of identifying system
nationally, very likely a national ID card.
This is being done under cover of in-
stituting “‘employer sanctions’ against
businesses ‘‘knowingly’’ hiring illegal
aliens (in the form of fines). The plan is
ostensibly to make it possible for pro-
spective employers to verify the legality
of workers they hire, both immigrants
and the native-born, The current House
version envisions 21 regional computers
around the country accessible to
employers through toll-free numbers.
Despite Congressional subterfuge about
particular ID proposals getting voted
down in the House in the recent debate,
no one should count on the final Bill go-
ing through without some kind of ID
system. The ID card system is still central
to the Senate’s version of the Bill. Either
the House-Senate subcommittee (which
is now to draw up a ‘‘compromise’’ be-
tween the minor differences existing be-
tweeen the House and Senate versions of
the Bill) will put the ID card propesal
back in, or perhaps'some other form of
ID system aimed especially at the foreign-
born (like the computer network men-
tioned earlier) will get the go-ahead. In
addition, regardless of the Bill’s final
wording, the INS and other branches of
government are in the process of develop-
mg and testing a multiplicity of register-
ing and trackmg systems, and will un-
doubtedly continue through the new Im-
mlgranon Bill to refine those judged not
effective in exercising control over im-
migrants.

The F uture

Simpson-Mazzoli Bill

Clampdown With

An Eye To |

The Dilemma

Clearly the government is faced with a
monumental and growing dilemma, one
which takes on all that much greater
significance given developments in the
world today. On the one hand, it sorely
needs the immigrants who are here and
further immigration. It requires millions
of immigrants who are critical in many
apsects of the U.S. economy, from
agriculture to various industries, in-
cluding at the bottom levels in a number
of key industrial sectors like electronics.
Furthermore, it cannot politically afford
the consequences of closing off the ‘‘safe-
ty valve'' of emigration from nations it
dominates, like Mexico and most others
in Central America, even if this could be
accomplished physically. To shut off the
immigration to the U.S. from these coun-
tries, and to further pressurize the condi-
tions in them, would greatly, and perhaps
catastrophically exacerbate the political
and economic fabric in these countries,
leading to potentially dangerous results
for all ruling classes concerned.

‘On the other hand, these very im-
migrants driven from oppressed nations
around the world, many having rich ex-
perience with and hatred for U.S. im-
perialism, act as a ‘‘time bomb,”’ as one
Congressman said recently, within the
borders of the U.S. itself. As a large and
rather disloyal (to America) section of the
proletariat in the U.S., this is quite a
dangerous ‘‘time bomb,”” and one the
government is bound and determined to
impress with its *‘powers of persuasion”’
clampdown, control and terror.

The Reagan Task Force on Immigra-
tion wrote two years ago that an ‘‘image
of control’’ itself is all that is really
sought with the employer sanctions. Not
so with the ID system, cards, or whatever
reactionary 1D apparatus they institute.
This system will be used to identify,
classify, locate, segregate and intimidate
millions of 1mm1grams It will also be
used among the native-born to track
down draft resisters and others. Revealed
one in the know, ‘I assure you that there
are police agencies throughout the United

Continued on page 13
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