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Iran and Irag have agreed to halt the
shelling of each others’ cities, something
responsible for over 700 deathsin the past
two weeks alone. This ceasefire, the first
in the war, comes amid other hints that
both sides may now be ready for negotia-
tions. Iraq has repeatedly made known its
desire for talks since its forces were driven
from Iran some two years ago, and its re-
cent bellicosity may well be at least par-
tially aimed at improving its bargammg
position.

What is now new is that similar signals
are coming from Iran. Ayatollah Kho-
meini reportedly said on Iranian radio
that “‘negotiations might be possible”’; a
high' Iranian official recently declared
that Iran was *‘ready to sign a collective
declaration’ guaranteeing the borders of

all states in the region; and Majlis speaker

Rafsanjani promised, in reference to a
possible widening of the Gulf war, that
Iran would strive ‘“‘to prevent such a
disaster for humanity from happening by

diplomacy and appropriate talks and

meetings.”” Further, Iran’s response to
the U.S.-Saudi downing of one of its F4
jets was both delayed — by a day and a
half — and noticeably muted. Moreover,
Iran’s long anticipated ‘‘final offensive’’
has yet to materialize.

These signals, however, are a long
ways from heralding the beginning of the
end of the Gulf war. No sooner had the
ceasefire been agreed to than Iraq’s Sad-
dem Hussein was warning his troops, ‘‘to
expect the enemy’s offensive at any time,
and be ready to crush the enemy’s head
and fire the bullet of mercy at the dying
mule to finish it off,’’ and that ‘“Your
real friend is your gun.>*Certain Iranian
leaders ~declared that ceasefire or no,
there would be no negotiations with the
“‘war criminal’’ Hussein and that they
would fight to ““final victory," this while
they continued to amass troops on the
Iragi border. And it is far from certain
that the imperialist powers, who have so
far benefitted from the carnage and
destruction and have noticeably not
leaped on the recent motion toward
negotiation, are interested in a settlement
at this point.

But if negotiations do grow out of the
present limited ceasefire, and if the Gulf
war is even ended, what would this
signify? A lessening of tensions and the
arrival of stability?

There’s more happening here than the
contradiction between the regimes of Iran
and Iraq. Put differently, it is certainly
not only these local reactionaries that will
be held accountable for the slaughter: the
imperialist powers of both blocs have the
blood of hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple on their hands because thev have fuel-
ed and encouraged this war. This has its
logic in a larger contention and crisis be-

Continued on page 15
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Murder in the Noose

On Wednesday, June 6, the U.S. Coast
Guard cutter Hamilton, which was busily
patrolling the waters just off of Haiti,
murdered seven people: Since a 1981 In-
terdiction at Sea program, the U.S. has
been halting Haitian vessels at sea and
forcing refugees back to Haiti, effectively
putting a U.S. noose around Haiti. Com-
ing off of outbreaks of rebellion in cities
like Cap Haitien and other places in Haiti
just two weeks prior, this patrol had par-
ticular significance. On board the
Hamilton were officials from the INS
(Immigration & Naturalization Service)
and the Coast Guard — film camera and
all. According to the Coast Guard it was

when they and INS officials boarded the .

30-foot wooden vessel that the 70 or so
people on board panicked, rushed to one
side of the boat and caused it to capsize.
-Seven people are known to have drown-
ed. And as people, many of them women
and children, were sent falling into the
sea, a camera on board the Coast Guard
vessel callously filmed the whole thing.
The scene was played and replayed on TV
news in the U.S. and news of a capsized

boat was carried in Haiti as well. As news
of this capsized boat and the seven
drowned people spread, an unmistakable
message was being delivered: No one is
getting off of the hell-hole that Haiti is;
no one is going to spread any news of the
outbreaks of rebellion inside Haiti (the
Haitian Refugee Center in Miami reports
that people on the capsized boat were
from Cap Haitien). If martial law,

curfews and arrests inside Haifi are not

sufficient, the U.S. will be right off the
coast with its dragnets in place.

Further, there are reports which con-
tradict the Coast Guard’s version of just
what occurred. According to the Haitian
Refugee Center in Miami, one of the sur-
vivors has said that the Coast Guard boat
had surrounded and circled the Haitian
vessel and that one of the Coast Guard
boats hit the Haitian vessel from the side,
causing it to take on water and eventually

_capsize.

On the night the vessel capsized and on
into the next day the U.S. staged a
‘‘search party’’ expedition. On Thurs-
day, June 7, the Miami Herald reported
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that ““A hastily organized task force of
U.S. vessels and aircraft was en route to
the scere Wednesday night to help the
Hamilton’s continuing search.’’ To the
Hamilton were added two more Coast
Guard vessels, Dallas and Decisive,
‘‘Also aiding the operation,’”’ wrote the
Miami Herald, ‘‘was a helicopter from
Borinquen, Puerto Rico, equipped witha
high-intensity ‘Night Sun’ light for night
rescue work and two Falcon jet airplanes
— one from Miami, one from Boriquen.
The Falcons are specifically designed for
search and rescue.’” The Miami Herald
also reported that a navy vessel, the
U.S.S. Wainwright was en route ‘‘bear-
ing a medical team from the naval base at
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.”

The following day the Miami Herald
spelled out a little more just what the
U.S.S. Wainwright was — ‘A navy
guided-missile cruiser’” which, along with
the jets, the Coast Guard cutters and

. helicopter just happened to be ‘‘combing

the area’ looking for “‘survivors.”” Ac-
cording to the State Department the

U.S.S. Wainwright was also used to

transport bodies of Haitians back to
Port-au-Prince. The spectacle of a U.S.
guided-missile cruiser with a cargo of
drowned Haitians docking in Port-au-

~ Prince carried a message that no one

escapes Haiti — dead or alive — and that
if things get too far out of hand inside
Haiti, the U.S. is prepared to move. A
plainly self-serving ‘‘rescue’’ effort.

The Haitian vessel was only 20 miles
off Haiti’s northern coast when it was
stopped by the Coast Guard and a full
five hundred miles from Miami. Accord-
ing to the Haitian Refugee Center the

vessel was bound for the Bahamas and
not the U.S. Clearly it didn’t matter to the
U.S. where the boat was going but where
it was coming from and who was on it.
About the last thing the U.S. needs right
now is another wave of Haitian refugees
spilling out of Haiti and casting a flood-
light of exposure on the ruthless dictator-
ship the U.S. sponsors in Haiti in general,
and on the outbreaks of rebellion and
subsequent brutal repression by the
Duvalier regime in particular. The flow
of Haitian refugees from one of their own
little authoritarian regimes has been a
source of public and international embar-

. rassment for the U.S.; and the Haitian

masses, with first-hand experience of
U.S. imperialism, are considered poten-
tially disruptive elements in the land of
the free, where thousands, were held in
concentration camps. The Interdiction at
Sea agreement was designed to put out
the lights of exposure and keep put the
Haitian masses. By shutting off an escape
valve, this most certainly has had the ef-
fect of contributing to the instability in-
side of Haiti and to the heightening of the
contradictions involved in putting a more
“‘humane’’ face on the Duvalier regime.
In effect, the U.S. has created a pressure
cooker, in part perhaps to put pressure on
the Duvalier regime to more effectively
safeguard U.S. interests. But in so doing,
the U.S. has a touchy situation. While
pro-U.S. opposition to Duvalier is cer-

tainly not lacking, the prospect of a

change in regime could prove to be ex-
tremely destabilizing, and a power strug-
gle between Duvalier and other bourgeois
elements would surely provide an open-
ing for unpredictable genies to get out of
the bottle. That the U.S. has cordoned
off Haiti, beefing up its patrols of Hai-
tian waters — two more ships were stop-
ped after the capsizing incident — using
the Falcon jets to comb the area and
deploying a guided missile cruiser, in-
dicates further the very senousness of the
crisis inside of Haiti. S alm




There is a certain image of Dwight D.
Eisenhower as a ‘‘man of peace’’ that has

been promoted over the years; the presi- -

dent who, throughout the 1950s, presided
over one of the most mammoth military
machines the world has ever seen and yet
supposedly did so with a sense of moral
restraint and sanity.

Asthe legend goes, ‘‘Tke’” even went so
far as to warn his successors of the
dangers of the ‘‘unwarranted influence’’
of the ““military-industrial complex’* on
the U.S."'s role in world affairs. The latest
manufacfured ‘“‘man of peace,” Jesse
Jackson, has continued the hallowed
myth by stating recently that he would
take the same ‘‘bold initiatives’* that
Eisenhower took when ke “went to
Korea,”” purportedly in search of peace.

That the man who presided over allied
troops in World War 2 and then went on
to preside over the U.S. imperialist
government as it fought to consolidate
the fruits of its victory in World War 2 —
including the expansion of the U.S. col-
onial empire throughout the world —
could somehow come to be known as a
peace advocate has always seemed a little
odd; nonetheless, for the most part the
legend has persisted.

On June 7th, however, the U.S. State
Department released 2,000 pages of
documents, most of which had been
previously classified, appear to represent
quite a deliberate shattering of the old Ike
portrait, replacing this with a grim picture
much more appropriate for the ’80s.
Among other things, the documents con-

State Dept. Issues Historical Demonstration Shot

Ike’s First-Strike Memoirs
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tain a whole series of notes and
memoranda from the National Security
Council (NSC), the Special Intelligence
Advisory Committée and the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, which detail the U.S. im-
perialists’ discussions about — and plans
to — use nuclear bombs in Korea and
against revolutionary China. In the
released documents, Eisenhower is
shown all gung-ho on an admiral’s pro-
posal for a “‘massive atomic air strike”’
against revolutionary China and the
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military tells the National Security Coun-
cil that it is ““most anxious’’ to use atomic
weapons. (If Jesse Jackson wants to put
his trip to Syria in this category, we would
heartily agree!)

Barbarism

The documents cover the years
1952-1954. The U.S. had been locked
into a stalemate in Korea for quite some
time — facing at best a negotiated
settlement officially sealing the
stalemate. The barbaric activities of the
U.S. imperialists in Korea up to that time
have been well-documented: Napalm was
first used on an experimental basis during
this war, and chemical and
bacteriological weapons were used as
well. Industrial and population centers
throughout the country had been leveled
by massive U.S. bombing raids. But, as
these new documents show, the U.S.
imperialists were coldly preparing for far
more barbaric activities against the
Korean people, but by no means limited
to Korea. A far bigger atrocity was on the
strategic drawing boards, as the newly
released documents imply.

Eisenhower had been elected president
in November 1952 on a platform of

bringing peace to Korea. In December
1952 Eisenhower even took a tour of the
frontlines in Korea to call attention to his
peace promises. However, the notes of
the National Security meeting three
months later on March 31, 1953 show the
cold reality of Eisenhower’s views on
what constituted peace in Korea and the
‘‘positive actions’’ that would be
necessary to achieve it.

According to these NSC notes
Eisenhower proposed that the U.S. use
nuclear weapons to win in Korea — a
move which he “‘felt would be worth the
cost if, through use of atomic weapons,
we could (1) achieve a substantial victory
over the communist forces and (2) get toa
line at the waist of Korea.”” And
Eisenhower argued quite strenuously for
this.

At a May 13, 1953 NSC meeting the
notes state that the ever-frugal
Eisenhower even argued along cost-
efficiency lines in order to counter
arguments that dropping nukes in Korea
might not be able to produce enough
‘‘large-scale destruction of enemy
personnel and matériel.”” According to
these notes: ‘‘The President nevertheless
thought it might be cheaper, dollarwise,
to use atomic weapons in Korea than to
continue to use conventional weapons
against the dugouts which honeycombed
the hills along which the enemy forces
were presently deployed. This, the
President felt, was particularly true if one
took into account the logistic costs of
getting conventional ammunition from
this country to the frontlines.”

But it was not simply or even mainly a
matter of using tactical nuclear weapons
inside Korea that occupied the strategists
for U.S. imperialism. Indeed, a good
number of the documents dealing with
this subject are far more concerned with
carrying, their nuclear attack into
revolutionary China and beyond that,
possibly into confrontation with the then
socialist Soviet Union.

These new documents show the U.S.
rulers very carefully planning to not only
just retaliate against China for its role in
aiding the popular forces in Korea but to

" completely wipe out China. During the

May 13, 1953 NSC meeting General John
Continued on page 12
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“Each of us rejects the use of force as a means of set-
tling disputes. . . We are convinced that international
problems and conficts can and must-be resolved through
reasoned dialogue and negotiation and we shall support
all efforts to this end.”

From the ““Declaration of Democratic Values’' issued by
Thatcher, Reagan, Mitterrand, Trudeau, Nakasone, Kohl,
Thorn and Craxi at the London Summit Conference.

U.S. invades Grenada, October 1983

Pershing lls arrive in Eufope,
November 1983

French troops sent to Chad,
August 1983

August 1982, France, U.S., Bri-
tain and Italy land in Lebanon.
Left: The New Jersey, which was
stationed off the coast of Beirut.

England invades the Falklands,
May 1982

Japan participates in major
naval maneuvers, March 1984
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To the RW,

Last month the window display of a
local head shop was the subject of
anger and struggle over the issue of
women's oppression. Just another im-
age of a woman being brutalized, but
this one drew angry protest from
women in the area who opposed yet
another symbol of our degradation.

The female doll was dressed in a
T-shirt with each arm chained at the
wrist to the opposite wall. She had a
whip in her lap and a button that read:
“I like men.” After several angry com-
ments the button was changed to “Fun
not violence." But the doll remained in
bondage in the window. -

The store owner, a low-life, reac-
tionary slug, was very democratic about
it, however. (We all know how
democracy works!) He put an opinion
ballot in his store so people could vote
on whether they wanted it to stay or go.
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Out of Bondage

He put a sign up asking politely that
people be good amerikans and refrain
from interfering with his democratic
right to freedom of expression. Besides,
maybe she liked it!

Of course, the supposed opinion of

this lifeless doll (i.e., this reactionary) re-

mained more valid than that of the real
live women who were outside protesting
the display for three days. Their
presence didn't bother him, though. In
fact, he boasted, the publicity was
bringing in more profits. The saddest
thing in my opinion was that the bon-
dage display was designed by a female
store manager, who stubbornly defend-
ed it. This only shows how thoroughly
duped some slaves can become. But in
light of the Green River murders, the
women raped every eight minutes, the
continuing daily brutalization of women,
this fucker deserved his win-

dow. . .smashed.
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Three days of protest didn't change
anything. But the following night a
group of revolutionaries took action.
The next morning Dr. Feelgood's was
dressed up with May Day posters and
across the window was spray-painted in
red the slogan, “Break the Chains!
Unleash the Fury of Women as a Mighty
Force for Revolution!

He changed her appearance right
quick. Now she sported a pointed gun in
one hand, an amerikan flag in the other,
and a T-shirt which read, ‘‘I'd rather be
killing communists."” A new sign read:
“$100 Reward for information. .. ."
Now he told the protesters there was no
problem. She wasn't defenseless
anymore. Macho amerika all the way!

- | didn't get to.talk to the women (I
missed the demo), but later we strug-
gled with some punks who are friends of
this reactionary. They were full of con-
tradictions — trying to simultaneously

defend his “right"” to promote women's
exploitation while denouncing the op-
pression of women. The struggle expos-
ed those contradictions to them in any
case.

As for that brainless reactionary at-

. tempting to instill his sick values on a

stuffed toy, he missed the point :
altogether. | know she'd rather be killing
the fascist who had her in chains than
the communists who got her out of
them! PR

A Revolutionary Black Feminist
Seattle, Washington

“Not just fad, but fashion™

— T-shirt entrepreneur and chain store owner

“Vicious”

— A Southeast revisionist
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In West Germany, and more generally
in Europe, the word ‘‘Krefeld’’ has
become a code word used by some forces

to label and attack any moves toward
militant and uncompromising resistance
to imperialist war preparations. Because
Krefeld has come to symbaolize “‘all that
should not happen in the peace move-
ment,’’ and is even cited in the U.S., we
present the following report on the evenis
which gave rise to this all-purpose scare
word. The author was the EW s special
correspondent in West Germany during
last autumn’s antimissile demonstra-
tions.

e o ok

On June 25, 1983, a car caravan carry-
ing U.S. Vice-President George Bush was
stoned by antiwar militants in the West
German city of Krefeld. In the U.S., the
event was a one-day news splash, but in
West Germany the ‘“‘Krefeld incident”’
became a majorissue and a line of demar-
cation in the German peace movement.
There were immediate charges from
leaders of West Germany’s mainstream

_ peage organizations that those who had
taken part in the attack on Bush were
hired police provocateurs out to discredit
the antiwar movement. Reverberations
of this charge appeared in The Nation in
E.P. Thompson’s ‘“‘Letter to America’’
of September 24, 1983. Thompson wrote:

“It has been apparent, at least since
January, that there is an orchestrated

NATO strategy of rolling back the peace
movement, on both sides of the Atlantic,
by the most careful employment of public
relations and media management, by the
provocation -of dissention and, very
probably, by the infiltration of agents
and provocateurs.. . .

““The advance parties have gone
ahead, to penetrate the movements and
to make plain the way of the missiles. It is
very much in the interest of NATO ‘in-
telligence’ (i.e., thugs) to provcke little
episodes of violence. . .after all, a police
riot is poor copy compared with a brick
thrown at the car of Vice-President Bush.

“I am asking our American friends to
watch with the greatest care, in the next
few months, every report of ‘violence’ in
Europe, and to explain to their fellow
citizens the role of provocateurs.”’

The-issue is, however, somewhat more
complicated than presented by Thomp-
son. The Krefeld incident assumed the
dimensions that it did in West Germany
because it came to concentrate more
deeply underlying issues. On the surface
it was a dispute about nonviolence and
provocateurs. But as often happens,
political differences had come to present
themselves in the more mundane clothing
of disputes over tactics. The Krefeld
dispute in reality represented a fun-
damental division over the possibility of

preventing nuclear war by working

within the established social compact,
with its concomittant adherence to
parliamentarianism and the Western

alliance.

First, what actually happened in
Krefeld that it should have raised such a
storm?

Ostensibly George Bush came to
Krefeld to pay tribute to ‘300 years of
German-American friendship,”” occa-
sioned by the anniversary of the emi-
gration of thirteen families of pacifist
Mennonites from the town of Krefeld to
the American colonies. But dctually the
trip was part of an orchestrated campaign
to heighten awareness of the U.S.-West
German military alliance. This was not
only the 300th anniversary of the start of
German emigration to the U.S., but it
was, as the New York Times aptly called
it, *“The Year of the Missile,”” the year
that intermediate-range Pershing II
ballistic missiles and low-flying cruise
missiles were to be deployed in Europe.
Nor was Krefeld picked out of a hat to
obscenely twist the history of German
religious pacifists fleeing military service.
Krefeld is also the site of the promulga-
tion of a well-known antiwar declaration
called the ““Krefeld Appeal,”* which has
now been signed by millions of people in
Western Europe.

Bush's visit to Krefeld was openly in-
tended to hype the Western bloc alliance
and push the missile deployment, as was
West German President Carstens’ trip to
the U.S. in October (Carstens was met by
15,000 antiwar demonstrators in Phila-
delphia). The unctuous festivities at
Krefeld featured U.S. Dixieland rock

bands, and a parade with the U.S. Air
Force band and Disney characters.

Well aware of the character of Bush’s
““friendship’’ visit, the various trends of
West Germany’s antiwar movement
prepared to receive him. These trends in-
clude, first, what is known as “‘the spec-
trum,’’ meaning the mainstream, na-
tional peace organizations dominated
jointly by the pro-NATO Social
Democratic Party (SPD), the pro-Soviet
German Communist Party (DKP), the
national trade union federation (DGB),
and some religious figures. The spectrum
insists on rigid adherence to the ‘‘minimal
consensus’’: mass, legal, nonviolent
demonstrations around the sole demand
of no Pershing II and cruise missiles in
West Germany. The spectrum enjoys in-
fluence out of proportion to its following
among antiwar activists through its
organizational dominance of key na-
tional conferences.

A second trend is made up of the in-
dependent, or ‘‘autonomous,’”’ local
peace initiatives. They, too, are commit-
ted to nonviolent opposition to the new
U.S. missiles, but raise a broader range of:
antiwar demands. They are more likely to
explicitly attack both military blocs, and
are generally prepared to engage in direct
action (such as blockades), particularly
against local symbols of militarism. It
was the local initiatives who forced the
militant demonstration in Bonn on
November 21 over the objections of the
spectrum, and who organized the

[ )
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Continued from page 3

E. Hull and General J.S. Bradley both
argued that any U.S. move outside of
Korea had to involve the use of atomic
weapons. General Hull even declared
that: **. . .the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff were
cc::‘.‘;:‘u:ed that they must be used in
considerable numoers In order to be truly
effective.”” These NSC notes desciine the
U.S. military as ‘“‘most anxious to make
use of atomic weapons’’ outside of Korea
since their use would be ‘‘highly
advantageous from a stricly military
point of view.”” (This “‘strictly military
point of view’’ also included the
argument that after the massive
conventional bombing of Korea by the
U.S. forces there were no targets of any
strategic value left standing inside
Korea.)

Such plans continued well after the
armistice was signed in Korea in July
1953. In December 1953 an Admiral
Radford very calmly called for ‘a
massive atomic air strike that would
defeat the Chinese communists in Korea
and make them incapable of aggression
there or elsewhere in the Far East for a
very considerable time.’’ Admiral
Radford advocated that the U.S. bomb
China from ‘‘Shanghai all the way
north.”” A glance at the map of China
makes it very clear that Radford was
calling for nothing less than the total
destruction of socialist China.

And, Radford was far from alone on
the NSC as Eisenhower quickly and
emphatically agreed with him, According
to the December 3, 1953 NSC notes:
“The president expressed with great
emphasis the opinion that if the Chinese
communists attacked us again we should
certainly respond by hitting them hard
and wherever it would hurt most,
including Peiping itself. This, said the
president, would mean all-out war
against communist China,”” And later,
the same notes show Eisenhower stating
that Radford’s thinking ‘‘...fitted
exactly into his thinking, and he could see
no other way of treating a renewed
communist attack.’’ Newspaper
accounts of documents we have not
obtained, show that plans for such

attacks on China were discussed at least
until 1960.

Socialist Camp

What was going on here was obviously
quite larger than suppressing the national
liberation struggle in Korea. Yes, the
U.S. was attempting to smash this strug-
gle. But tiiis was very much bound up

with a far more significant fact — that is,

_the fact that the U.S. was geanng up fora

new world war against the s0¢i2 alist camp
that had emerged out of World War 2. AS
our party has analyzed, the confrontation
between the. U.S.-led bloc and the

socialist camp was the factor most shap-

ing world events coming off the last
world war. What we see in the govern-
ment documents is a period in which
atomic attacks in connection with Korea
are part of the calculations about how
and when to smash at the allied socialist
countries of China and the Soviet Union
and the entire socialist camp.

This fact is also confirmed in a docu-
ment declassified in 1979 (probably for
reasons similar to the current
disclosures). U.S. Navy Memorandum
OP-36/jm was signed on March 18, 1954,
reflecting discussions therefore in
precisely the same period as the newly
released documents. This Memorandum
called for a plan to reduce the Soviet
Union to “‘a smoking, radiating ruin at
the end of two hours,”” and included the
comment that ‘‘no aspect of the morals
or long-range effects of such attacks were
discussed and no questions on it were ask-
ed.” A second document, Weapons
System Evaluation Group Report No. 12,
of February 1955, called for the doubling
of nuclear warheads targeted on the
Soviet Union and warned that even ‘this
additional allocation cannot prevent the
Soviets from launching a strike unless we
hit first.”

Of course, there were some ‘‘objec-
tions’’ to the proposals around the use of
nuclear weapons on a large-scale basis at
that moment. But even these ‘‘objec-
tions’’ — raised in the NSC notes more as
thrashing out the best way to confront the
socialist camp and attempting to analyze
this problem from every possible angle —
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go to show what the U.S. rulers had on
their minds. For instance, Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles, who definitely
favored U.S. usé of nuclear weapons in
general (and who, in 1954, offered the
French the use of U.S. nukes at Dienbien-
phu), while he favored the use of nuclear
weapons within Korea, was a bit uncom-
fortable about the proposals around
China because, he said, of possible Soviet
intervention (perhaps he felt the U.S.
needed a bit more time to prepare for this
event) and a negative reaction from U.S.
allies. Eisenhower also warned that the
U.S. should “‘not be blind"’ to the fears of’
the U.S. imperialists’ European allies
since, he cautioned, they feel they will be
in the bat t]egrcund in an atomic war be-

tween the United Siates and the Soviet
Union. Among themselves (hese 1133~
perialists are certainly open about their
agenda!

The documents also show great con-
cern among NSC members to dispel what
they disdainfully term the ‘“‘taboo’’ on

the use of atomic weapons. During the '

March 31, 1953 NSC meeting Deane W.
Mallott, the president of Cornell Univer-
sity, raised the question about ‘“‘public
hysteria with respect to atomic weapons
and the danger of atomic attack.’ Then,
soon enough, Mallott brushed aside his
own concern over “‘public hysteria’’ dur-
ing the very same meeting in which he
raised it and argued that in spite of it, “‘we
ought to use a couple of atomic weapons
in Korea.”” Eisenhower readily agreed.

Even before then, on March 27, 1953
the NSC had already agreed that
‘‘somehow or other the taboo which sur-
rounds the use of atomic weapons would
have to be destroyed.’” And, during the
same meeting the notes show that:
“While Secretary Dulles admitted that in
the present state of world opinion, we
could not use an A-bomb, we should
make every effort now to dissipate this
feeling.”’

In his introduction to the book Protest
and Survive Daniel Ellsberg confirms
that Eisenhower favored negotiating with
U.S. allies to overcome their hesitancy on
the use of nuclear weapons and Dulles ad-
vocated breaking down the ‘‘false distinc-
tion’’ between nuclear weapons and con-
ventional weapons that contributed to the
restraints against U.S. use of nuclear
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bombs. All thistalk about breaking down
the ““taboos’’ attached to nuclear war and
“‘shooting off a couple’’ of the horrible
weapons, had everything to do with the
fact that-the U.S. was actively preparing
for an all-out nuclear war and the public
as well as its European allies were going to
have to be made to face the hard, cold
realities of the situation.

Nuclear Threats

The fact that Eisenhower advocated
the use of nuclear weapons in Korea has
been known for sometime now.
Eisenhower himself boasted in his
memoirs about having threatened the
Chinese with nuclear weapons. And there
is certainly nothing new in the U.S. ac-
tively considering the use of nuclear
weapons against national liberation
stru'“’les and elsewhere. Strategic analyst

L
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such attacks as a real possiv
1945 (International Security, Winter
1982/1983).

What is new in these documents is that
they add a very considerable amount of
substance to the picture of the U.S.
preparing for and girding their bloc for
an all-out war with the Soviet Union and
the socialist camp in the mid-1950s (a
war which did not come about only
because revisionists in the Soviet Union
seized power and restored capitalism
there, and went on to actually collude
with the U.S. on the world scene for a
time). What is revealed in the documents
are no extemporarieous crisis meetings,
but thorough and high-level discussion of
the preparations for atomic war and its
political implications.

Today, these are documents of much
more than historical interest. The U.S.
released them with some fanfare, giving.
the documents to elements of the
bourgeois media a week before their for-
mal publication date — the U.S. clearly
wants some wide publicity for the
material. It can be said that these con-
stitute an historical ‘‘demonstration
shot’’” — one aimed at their Soviet rivals
and at attempting to break down the cur-
rent ‘‘taboos’’ about using nuclear
weapons, in order to push away the
obstacles to fullest pursuit of U.S. in-
terests in the approaching world war. [



The
Life

of the
“Instant
- People”

Sean, a 53-year-old proletarian, looked
up over his cup of coffee. He had just fin-
ished describing his last ten years spent
working day labor. One eye twitched
angrily, the other just stared, blind from
cataracts. ““A slave market, that’s what it
is,”” he said in a barely audible voice.

Afterwards, this reporter leafed
through ihe phone book. Thirty-five day
labor offices are listed in Chicago:
Alhelp, All Work, Laborama, Labor
World, Handy-Andy — the very names
suggest why the term slave market caught
on. Get up early enough in the morning
and these offices are teeming. Further in-
vestigation reveals that literally tens of
thousands in this city reply on these one-
day jobs, although only about 3,000 a
day get sent out. Day laborers report
working for similar agencies in other
cities across the country.

In the Communist Manifesto, Karl
Marx describes “‘a class of laborers, who
live only so long as they find work, and
who find work only so long as their labor
increases capital. These laborers, who
must sell themselves piecemeal, are a
commodity, like every other article of
commerce, and are consequently exposed
to all the vicissitudes of competition, to
all the fluctuations of the market.’’ While
some in this country have risen above this
status, millions have not. Day labor is a
particularly sharp and vivid illustration
concentrating the conditions of life of a
portion of this section of the working
class. Rotating from factory to factory,
day laborers are literally thrown out of
work every day, exposing them to an ex-
tremely tenuous existence.

The difficulties, verging on despera-
tion, facing day laborers have often led
them to get a bad rap. Often they’re de-
scribed as alcoholics looking for drinking
money, riffraff, transients, people with
mental problems. A good example of this
comes from Ed Pfaff, former president
of the Chicago chapter of the American
Temporary Service Contractors Associa-
tion and Chicago manager for Man-
power. He put it this way in the Chicago
Sun-Times: ‘‘Here we have a small group

that actually strives for insecurity, and
that is a deep-rooted psychological prob-
lem that the industry has nothing to do
with. These people do not respond to the
things we respond to. They aren’t looking
to do anything with themselves. They
work when they want and play when they
want.”” In other words, the hand-to-
mouth existence of these people is their
own fault. They enjoy it! And “‘the in-
dustry,’’ as Pfaff describes day labor ven-
dors like Manpower and others thriving
all over the country, is only performing a
service to society: turning the psychologi-
cal problems of the ‘‘instant people’” into
a “‘social service’” — one which is lucra-
tive and rational for capital.

Who are these people described as
“riffraff”’? To find out, this reporter
decided to work for one of the largest
day-labor agencies, with several offices in
Chicago. The office opens at 5:30 a.m.
and by 5:00 people are lining up in the
predawn cold. Some workers in the line
bear scars from lost or crushed fingers or
broken bones. I ask the guy next to me
what he’ll do if he can’t get work. He
talks about a clinic where many people go
to sell their blood for $8 a pint.

The office opens and 100 workers of
every nationality crowd together in a
small rooni, anxiously waiting to see if
their names are called. Many chain-
smoke, their faces filled with anxiety.
Looking around the room, one is imme-
diately struck by the proletarian charac-
ter of the day laborers. Poor whites from
Appalachia crowd in next to Native
Americans in work uniforms. There are
some older workers, their faces and
hands etched with years of labor. Women
fill a separate room. Most day laborers,
however, are in their 20s and 30s. A
Latino youth walks in with a huge box
blaring salsa. . .a Native American youth
stands with a walkman headphone. ..
Black youth joke back and forth over the
dispatcher’s voice. About one-third of all
day laborers are Black and another third
immigrant workers, many undocu-
mented.

The petty power of the dispatcher be-
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comes obvious; and he flaunts it. *‘Regu-
lars’” are the first to be called — those
who may have as much as 20 years at the
same agency working the same job. But
even many of them have no money from
the day before. Most ask the dispatcher
for $1 or $2 to buy cigarettes or to have
something for lunch. After giving it to
them he makes a note; later this will be
deducted from their paycheck.

After the regulars, things get more

“chaotic. The dispatcher simply points to

people or calls out someone’s name.
Favoritism is rampant. Later I hear
stories about bribes paid the day before
and sexual favors asked of the women. A
Black worker talks about a ‘‘shit list”
he’s been placed on because he’s consi-
dered a troublemaker. Several Mexican
workers simply go up and hold a social
security card in the dispatcher’s face, who
impassively ignores them. About half the
people never get called; overwhelmingly
they are Blacks, immigrants and Native
Americans.

This day I get lucky. The dispatcher
points at me and says, ‘“You want to
work?” I go up and get a slip of paper
with the name of the company onit. This
is a factory in the suburbs and the bus has
already left. I’'m supposed to get there by
myself. Others are in the same position
but a guy volunteers his car so five of us
pile in for $1 each.

The plant is run entirely on a work-
force of several hundred day laborers on
two or three shifts, supplemented by a
skeleton crew of full-time foremen and
plant managers. Arriving, all the day
laborers crowd into the ‘“‘cafeteria’® — a
grungy corner of the plant surrounded on
one side by pallets and on the other side
by vending machines serving the only
lousy food available. A bell rings and I
follow a group of day laborers to another
part of the plant. Most people have work-
ed here before and go to various job
assignments on a series of assembly
lines; others of us stand around and soon
get put on the line, The work — assem-
bling metal shelving, fold-a-closets and
saw tables — is fast-paced and dirty.

TEMPORARY HELP [\

On a break I talk to a young Puerto
Rican from Humboldt Park. It turns out
he is an epileptic. About a year ago,
despite filing two appeals, he was cut off
SSI, a traditional source of income to epi-
leptics. About the same time he failed to
report to a workfare assignment because
he was enmeshed in attempts to get SSI
back and was disqualified from general
assistance as well. He worked 11 hours a
day, 7 days a week for a restaurant before
getting totally fed up and throwing some
plates of food at the cook. Day labor is
the only work he could find. So far, he
says, he’s been lucky. When he starts to
feel dizzy he takes some pills and has yet
to go into a seizure on the plant floor.

At the end of the day we all gather
around in another part of the plant while
some guy yells out names and gives us a
piece of paper. Back on public transpor-
tation to the day-labor.office. On the way
I talk to Mike, whose mother is a full-
blooded Cherokee and whose father is
German. At age 11 Mike was put in a
state home. He and his friend broke out,
stole two bicycles and rode back to
Chicago. Five state homes later Mike
managed to get out at age 15 and hitch-
hike to Los Angeles where he worked for
the circus, traveling city to city while sell-
ing popcorn. Back in Chicago he got a
steady job working a punch press in a
screw company. Bored to death he went
to Kentucky and worked in the coal
mines. Here he could have had a steady
job drilling coal two miles down but ap-
parently 30 and out was not his highest |
aspirations. Quitting, he came back to
Chicago where, after being provoked, he
beat up a cop with a tire iron and was sent
to' an audi home (youth confinement
home) for a month. Getting out, he was
forced to work day labor. Mike is 16
years old.

At the office there’s another jam of
people as we hand in the slip and wait for
our checks. I glance at my watch, It’s
been 12 hours since I arrived in the mor-
ning. Finally the check: $25 but I've
already spent $2 of that for transporta-

Continued on page 14









“The proletarlans have

nothing to lose but their chalns

They have a world to win.”
Communfst Manlfesto \
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Support The Revolutio %
Iinternationalist Movement!

The Revolutionary Worker calls for [ ]
a special effort to bulld support for
the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement so that this
new movement may launch its
historic work in the most

powerful way possible.
We cali for:

Broad circulation of the Declaration of the

. Revolutionary Internationalist Mlovement.

Readers are especually encouraged to put the
Declaration in the hands of proletarians and
others from countries around the world and to
send it to their friends, relatives and contacts

internationally.

Correspondence, statements and messages of
support for the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement. (These can be sent via the RW/, Box
3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL 60654)

Full support for the launching of a
worldwide fund drive called for by
the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement by pledging and
gathering funds.




