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M x — Through the

Looking Glass

The U.S. Congress is sick. The
legislators appear to be suffering from a
peculiar disease, in which everything the
Congress people say, means precisely the
opposite, Congressional debate must
thus be viewed through a looking-glass in
which ‘‘defeating the administration,”
say, means supporting it, and in which
“striking a blow for peace’ means ap-
proving the most horrendous weaponry.
Take the recent debate on the MX.

On May 16, the House of Represen-
tatives held a key vote on the MX missile
system, the first of what is to be a series of
debates over the present administration’s
$208.1 billion military package.

In itself, this decision concentrates key
elements that have characterized bour-
geois arms “‘debates™ throughout this
period: ‘‘Doves”’ and ‘‘hawks’ lined up
at the mikes to rake each other, filling the
air with flaccid rhetoric.

On the eve of the debates, Reagan
operatives rolled up big guns to corral
crucial votes. Generals and defense con-
tractors traipsed through offices of the
high-minded representatives to mix
earnest and confidential discussions
about national security with reminders of
the various military industries concen-
trated in their home districts. The Presi-
dent personally called on Democratic
‘“‘waverers’’ in order to rally them to the
MX side. Fighting for ground, the op-
position retaliated with all the bluster of
an election year. Hart and Mondale sign-
ed a joint letter stating their ‘‘insistence’’
on a total rejection of MX expenditures.
Tip O’Neill worked the House floor
echoing this official Democratic line,
while legions of Common Cause lobby-
ists “collared’’ deliberating Solons in the
hallways.

And then, following fireworks and
mutual mudslinging as the hour of deci-
sion arrived, a strange thing hap-
pened. . .a miraculous spirit of com-
promise arose to snatch the missile pro-
gram from the jaws of supposed defeat.
Representative Les Aspin (Democrat of
Wisconsin) enferged from the pack, still
decked out in ‘“‘dove’’ feathers earned as
last year's floor manager for the Nuclear
Freeze. And he performed a replay of
another performance last year, in which
the first $625 million MX monies were
approved. ;

The bottom line: the House of Repre-
sentatives most definitely voted to push

ahead with the production of the MX
missile, funding a new $1.8 billion, suffi-
cient for the production of fifteen MX
missiles in 1985. Yet hardly was the ink
dry than the Democrats emerged to
trumpet the ‘‘defeat” they had leveled
against ‘“‘Reaganism’’! Aspin described
how he had forced the White House to
heel: ‘“This was the best they could get.”’
To which his aide added, the Administra-
tion ‘“was not at all happy’’ with the com-

promise, and ‘‘had to be convinced they -
couldn’t win.”” O’Neill pontificated:
““We can destroy the world over and over
and over again. It’s time to stop.”’

All of which raises the relevant ques-
tion! come again? :

Strange Defeat

For this is a strange ‘‘defeat’’ indeed.
In the first place, the MX missile program
will proceed, affirming that Congres-

sional representatives are not about to
break their record of never in history
scrapping gny major arms program. Se-
cond, the vote had nothing to say about
the 21 MX’s which this same Congress
approved last year. Unless we count
wrong, 21 MX with 10 warheads apiece
add up to 210 super-accurate shots
already being readied against the Soviet
Union. Throw in 150 more MX warheads

Continued on page 8
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Revolutionary

Paris. Chanting ““Long Live the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement,
Down With the Bourgeoisie and Its War
Preparations,’”” more than 200 people
moved into the street and took over a lane
of traffic on the afternoon of May 1st on
the north side of Paris, a predominantly
immigrant area. Bright red banners with
the May st 1984 slogans of the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement in
four languages were held high in militant
formation behind the lead banner with
large portraits of Marx, Engels, Lenin,
Stalin and Mao Tsetung and the slogan
“Proletarians have nothing to lose but
their chains, they have a world to win.”’
Also appearing prominently in the march
was a large banner which read, ‘“‘Long
Live the People’s War in Peru, Down
with the Genocidal Government of
Belainde!”

The marchers were primarily sup-
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porters of four of the participating
organizations of the Revolutionary Inter-
nationalist Movement: the Communist
Party of Peru; the Communist Party of
Turkey/Marxist-Leninist; the Revolu-
| tionary Communist Party, USA; and the
{Union of Iranian Communists
(Sarbedaran). Revolutionary music and
drums kept the beat for a group of
dancers from Turkey who formed a sec-
tion of the march. Along the way the
marchers chanted and carried on agita-
tion in French, Spanish and Turkish,
_hailing the formation of the Revolu-
tionary Internationalist Movement and
calling on people to buy the new Declara-
tion which was simultaneously released
around the world on May Ist.
' As the march spilled onto the plaza
where a couple thousand people had
- turned out for the CFDT (Socialist Party
trade union) rally, hundreds of people
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came to meet the march which stood in
stark contrast to everything May 1st and

* the color red has become in this country.

A number of people bought the Declara-
tion on the spot. Throughout the day,

. small contingents armed with the banners

of the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement and copies of the Declaration
roved throughout Paris, leafletting and
selling the Declaration.

Meanwhile, in eastern France in the
city of Metz, about 200 people came out
to meet marchers en route to the Euro-
pean Parliament meeting in Strasbourg,
where the Committee of Solidarity With
the Political Prisoners in Turkey had call-
ed for a protest and tribunal against the
crimes of the Turkish regime. A march
was held through the city of Metz on May
1st, where copies of the Declaration were
sold and publicity carried on about the
upcoming events in Strasbourg. O
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Seeds of a Different Resistance

On May 4th, street fighting erupted be-
tween police and demonstrating squatters
in Copenhagen, Denmark. Whether by
circumstance or design, the demonstra-
tion on May 4th put the fighting in direct
counterpoint to the next day’s
government-sponsored memorials,
celebrating the 39th anniversary of the
““liberation’’ of Denmark from German
occupation in World War 2.

May 5, 1945 has come to symbolize far
more than just the historical date when
Allied troops entered Copenhagen: Just
as certainly as Gorm Blue Tooth
represents the hoary birth of the Danish
dynasty a thousand years ago, the quite
over-blown Danish resistance to ‘‘foreign
aggression’’ is portrayed as a national rite
of passage to the modern social-
democratic showcase Denmark claims to
be today. Literally all the established
political forces, from the Communist
Party to the royal family, brandish their
participation in the anti-German
resistance to annoint themselves with
paternity in the creation of today’s little
welfare state. The whole passion play
around the resistance has been used to
prop up the central nationalist myth of
this smug imperialist minipower, that
Denmark exists as an island of
benevolent justice in a world of bullies
and unrestrained human insensitivity. A
representative of the Danish crown told
the RW that 20,000 people gathered in
northern Copenhagen this May 5, ‘‘to
honor the birth of Denmark as we know it
today. This crowd included many young
people, in fact more young than usual. It
is proof that many really do value our
society.’’ Many, but not all.

The front pages of the Danish press
that weekend were dominated by what
they called the “‘three unruly hours’’ that
ended in at least 200 arrests in the heart of
Copenhagen’s old town. At four o’clock
in the afternoon of May 4, thousands of
youth answered the call of the BZer
movement (i.e., the squatters) to take to
the streets. It was initiated by a section of
the movement known as the Kuldrte Klat
(which can roughly be translated as ‘“‘the
colorful blot’’). According to the reports
in the bourgeois press, the march left
Copenhagen’s central City Hall Plaza
and marched through several com-
munities, gathering strength for a sweep
through the old town, the well-preserved
holy-of-holies in this city of tourist traps.

Since we have had to rely on the
bourgeois Danish press for the details of
the action, much still remains unclear.
Typically, there has been a blanket at-
tempt to hide the political demands and
slogans raised by demonstrators, who are
described as ‘‘being united by only.one
thing — to make trouble.” However,

May Ist Report
from Communist
Collective of
Agit/Prop, Italy

despite such coverage, several things are
clear.

First, contradictions within Denmark
represented by this demonstration have
continued to intensify over the last few
years. In 1980, it was a major scandal
when police pulled out their billy clubs,
threatening demonstrators for the first
time in recent memory. Newspapers then
contained outraged exposés showing that
police were actually practicing club at-
tacks — something then unheard of. To-
day, after years of persistent youth revolt
and a number of violent strikes against
the crumbling welfare state, such attacks
are very much part of the national scene.
The entire demonstration on May 4th was
a running battle between police and the
BZers, complete with reports of high-
flying bottles, paint bombs and rocks, in

addition to the various police weaponry.

Second — although the newspapers
suppressed any linkage between the
demonstration and the next day’s mem-
orial to the Danish Resistance — it is
hardly accidental that the demonstration
itself ended in a massive free-for-all in
front of the ‘““Freedom Museum,’’ the
shrine of the Resistance, standing in the
heart of Copenhagen next to Churchill
Park and within sight of the coy “‘Little
Mermaid.’”” At that spot the police
launched a determined assault on what
they described as the ‘‘hard-core’’ of that
march, arresting and beating those who
passed into their hands, including numer-
ous citizens enjoying the street cafes of
the old quarter.

Over the last few years Denmark has
seen a rising and largely youthful

Dear Comrades,

rebellion, both against the war prepara-
tions of which Denmark (despite its
various pacific official utterances) re-
mains an integral part, as well as the ac-
celerating collapse of that welfare system
which so effectively smothered social
contradictions for decades. Such cracks
in the social fabric have shocked and hor-
rified respectable Danish social
democracy, which likes to pretend that
these youth are in ““mindless revolt.’’ But
a further brief report from an alternative
center in Copenhagen clearly indicates
that the youth have something rather
more profound in mind than Danish-
modern participation in imperialist peace
and world war, as the May 4th demon-
stration kicked off a series of demon-
strations protesting a different aspect of
Danish society each day for two weeks. [J

Here's a brief report on May First.

For May First our organization pro-
duced a |leaflet with the slogans of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment which was posted in Taranto and
some copies were sent to supporting
groups in other cities.

At the ITALSIDER factory in Taranto,
the biggest steel factory in Europe with
about 30,000 workers, a small
demonstration took place. We prepared
some mural banners with all the posters
in the ditferent languages to give a clear
picture of the important initiative that
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment has taken. Another banner por-
trayed images of the workers' struggles
in Europe in this month and of the
popular revolt in Santo Domingo with
commentaries which showed the
necessity of an international organiza-
tion of the proletariat and the role that
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
ment can and must develop. Finally, the
last banner announced the formation of
the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-

ment and the organizations that make it
up. :
On this day we distributed many
copies of special AGIT/PROP which
published the extracts of the Dec/ara-
tion and the resolutions approved at the
Second Conference, and finally the May
First call, along with announcing the
coming publication of the Declaration in
Italian.

This edition of AGIT/PROP was sent
to all the sites of struggle and to 30
prisons. At the national level this May
First was developed in smaller form
with few demonstrations and these
demonstrations with few participants.

The largest took place in Milano,
Torino, Napoli, organized by the CGIL —
the pro-PCl union. In a few instances
there were small demonstrations
against the union bosses. We will
prepare a videotape — which was not
possible to prepare by May First — to
take new actions in the month.

Communist greetings
AGIT/PROP
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““We, in our turn, must also understand the specific features and tasks of
the new era. Let us not imitate those sorry Marxists of whom Marx said:
‘] have sown dragon’s teeth and harvested fleas.” " VT Lenin

An Essay Marking the 100th Ar_miversary of Marx’s Death

[ ] L ]
On the ¢ ‘CriSlS Of Maersm’ 2 1983 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the death of Karl Marx. Over this
\ past century and more, Marxism has animated and aroused millions. Few can deny
- that the political landscape of the world today has been profoundly;shaped by the
d th Power Of MaerSm struggles and revolutions Marxism has inspired. On the occasion of this anniversary,
an e Bob Avakian has written a landmark essay, For A Harvest Of Dragons. Avakian’s
i previous books include a major study of the thought of Mao Tsetung and an analysis
N W More than Ever of the events leading up to and the significance of the 1976 coup in China. Here he
T 0 \ guides the reader through a syneptic history of Marxism.

: Avakian begins by summarizing the theoretical revolution ushered in by Marx’s
investigations — in the realms of philosophy, history, economic theory, and politics.
He then proceeds to examine some of the controversies that have swirled around the
course and development of Marx’s thought, in particular the relation of Marx’s early
o writings to his mature work and the possible divergences between Marx and Engels.
By BO Ava lan Turning next to the work of Lenin and Mao, Avakian argues that their theoretical in-
novations represent the most important enrichment of Marxism of the twentieth cen-
. tury. Finally, in one of the most provocative sections of his survey, Avakian subjects
Soviet Marxism to withering criticism. He analyzes several representative works by
Soviet scholars and shows that their method, content, and outlook cut against and suf-

focate the revolutionary essence of Marxism.

This essay appears at a time of a widely proclaimed *‘crisis of Marxism’* — when
the labor theory of value is under attack, when the applicability of Leninist forms of
organization is subject to deep questioning, when the whole revolutionary experience
of the 1960s is being reassessed, and when even the feasibility of socialism has been
called into doubt. But Avakian’s defense of Marxism is no mere liturgical reaffirma-
tion. He stresses that Marxism is a dynamic system, that it advances precisely in con-
nection with the new problems posed by developments in the world, and that there is
both an invigorating Marxist tradition to uphold as well as a deadening ‘‘conventional
wisdom’’ to renounce. Avakian argues powerfully for the contemporary relevance of
Marxism. Indeed, For A Harvest Of Dragons is itself striking testimony to Marxism’s
continuing vitality.

““In the final analysis, as Engels once expressed it, the proletariat must win its eman-
cipation on the battlefield. But there is not only the question of winning in this sense
but of how we win in the largest sense. One of the significant if perhaps subtle and often
little-noticed ways in which the enemy, even in defeat, seeks to exact revenge on the
revolution and sow the seed of its future undoing is in what he would force the revolu-
tionaries to become in order to defeat him. It will come to this: we will have to face him
in the trenches and defeat him amidst terrible destruction but we must not in the pro-
cess annihilate the fundamental difference between the enemy and ourselves. Here the
example of Marx is illuminating: he repeatedly fought at close quarters with the
ideologists and apologists of the bourgeoisie but he never fought them on their terms or
with their outlook; with Marx his method is as exhilarating as his goal is inspiring. We
must be able to maintain our firmness of principles but at the same time our flexibility,
our materialism and our dialectics, our realism and our romanticism, our solemn sense
of purpose and our sense of humor.”

.153 pp.

$6.95 Paperback

$13.95 Cloth

Include 75¢ to cover postage

RCP Publications

P.0O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart
Chicago, Illinois 60654



Reagan’s Star Wars speech of March,
last vear, was full of charts, graphs and

photos. Thick, ominously growing lines,

depicting the growth of the Soviet
arsenal. Then, some more visuals.
Photographs showing an airport under

1

construction on the island of Grenada,’
built with the help of Cuban workers..
The Grenadans, Reagan said, have no air.
force, so wh& and what is the need for
such a large airstrip? What certain friend:

and sponsor of the Cubans might be
behind the project?

The Maurice Bishop government was
to respond that the Point Salines airport
was for nobody’s air force, but that its
9,700-foot runway was part of a program

to increase tourism. The island’s existing:

airport was too small to accomodate jum-
bo jets. The firm which designed the strip
was to confirm that there were indeed no

features common to military airfields,

such as underground fuel and weapons
storage facilities.

Bah, scoffed U.S. officials, the
Cubans could just add those later. It
would be a simple matter for the Soviets
and Cubans to convert the strip into a
military air base.

Right through the invasion the matter
of the airstrip remained an important
prop in the glorious self-portrait painted
by the U.S. imperialists of their aggres-
sion: a tough move to aid a helpless
island-nation rid itself of the ‘‘yoke of
Soviet/Cuban domination,”” which had

May 18, 1984— Revoiutionary Worker—Page 11

turned the whole island into a combina-
tion weapons depot, and potential
military air base.

Last month, six months after the inva-
sion, the U.S. announced a new $40
million aid program for Grenada, the
largest item in this being. . .to complete
the Point Salines airstrip. Not that any
military purposes were intended for the
airstrip, mind you. The project, ad-
ministration officials hastily added, was
only part of a program to increase
tourism. See, the island’s existing airport
is just too small to accomodate jumbo
jets.

And so, in a fitting hypocritical touch,
the U.S. takes over the very *‘dastardly

work’’ begun by the Soviets and Cubans
on Grenada, proclaiming its intentions to
finish it nicely, thank you, and even using
the same justification about tourism.
But then again, the image of *‘helping
Grenadans’’ has always taken a decided
second place to the message conveyed by
bootprints on the island and Cubans cap-
tured and killed. America wants it well
known that it intends to step up the pace.
— and on a world scale — in doing exact-
ly what it accused the Soviets of doing in
Grenada. It is a message which, together
with the sick and ugly patriotism meant
to be stirred in the folks back home by
such actions, is in prepardtion for a great
imperialist cause other than that of in-
creasing tourism. . . . O

Tribunal At
Strasbourg

Continued from page 5

end to the torture and the sending of a
delegation to investigate conditions in the
prisons. It ended by pledging the Union’s
solidarity with all political prisoners.
Dirk Schneider, representing the Green
Party, stated that they have put forward a
resolution in the West German Bundestag
seeking to bar the BRD from giving any
military or economic aid to Turkey.
Another German member of the jury
stated that the exploitation of workers
from Turkey in the BRD and the condi-
tions within Turkish prisons are two sides
of one story and that the testimony given
to the Tribunal demanded that Turkey be
kicked out of the European Parliament.

The last statement was given by Yilmaz
Giiney: ‘“We the workers, peasants, and
people of Turkey will overthrow the
Turkish junta. But that doesn’t mean we
don’t need the support of democrats and
anti-fascists in other countries. Tomor-
row the decision of the European Parlia-
ment will be posted and we will not be
surprised, To help the junta in the Euro-
pean Parliament is only to encourage
fascism — there is no other meaning to it.
After their decision, we must heighten
our struggle and continue to present this
information to the public and the Euro-
pean Parliament itself. We will continue
our struggle for democracy even under
these conditions and we will continue our
struggle with arms. The struggle of
Turkish, Kurdish and other minority
peoples is not only to overthrow the jun-
ta, but our-real aim is to reach a socialist
society. We have to know we have a very
long way to go to reach our aims. Our
enemy is not only U.S. imperialism.and
European imperialism and all forms of
fascism. Besides that, there are those who
want to show they are socialists, but they
are not. The T.K.P. [revisionist pro-
Soviet] wants to claim credit for the ac-
tions against the fascists, whichisn’t true.
The case of Poland and Afghanistan is
not forgotten. We the people, our hands
and our arms will be the force that will
gain the victory, not others. One day, that
is certain.”’

The Tribunal was followed that even-
ing by a cultural program of Turkish and
Kurdish songs and dances and including
numerous solidarity statements.

The European Parliament did provide
one surprise — the vote took place that
evening. By a vote of 91 to 50, the
Turkish regime was given the stamp of
approval by this august body of experts in
the long traditions of imperialist robbery
and murder under the signboard of
““democracy and human rights.”” This
pat on the back was of course in the in-
terest of *‘recognizing the measures taken
on the road to democracy’’ by the new
regime (as the Frankfurter Rundshau
newspaper putit, 5-10-84). O
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Continued from page 7

The Road Forward:
Continue the Organized Struggle

The REVOLUTIONARY COMMU-
NIST UNION (UCR) has been saying
that we, the Dominicans, live in a pre-
revolutionary’ situation and thus we are
Tiearing a revolutionary situation which
can produce immense opportunities for
revolution. A brief summation of the
events of the 23rd and 24th confirms our
analysis and shows us more deeply that
we have to continue and accelerate work
—in the heat of struggle and in this im-
portant historic conjuncture — to build
the political vanguard of the proletariat,
because without one it would be impossi-
ble to wage a struggle capable of knock-
ing down the capitalist system. The spon-

taneous struggle is not the road forward;
whereas the conscious struggle, led and
organized, is the road forward; and that
is what we, the Dominican revolutionary
forces, must do. If the people’s struggle is
not led by the proletariat and its revolu-
tionary Marxist-Leninist vanguard, we
will never win this long and historic bat-
tle. We will overthrow Yankee im-
perialism and all reactionaries if we
organize the struggle through a united
leadership which correctly leads the
struggle of all the people against all
Yankee imperialist domination, the
Dominican bourgeoisie and the big land-
holders. ’

The REVOLUTIONARY COMMU-
NIST UNION understands that to ad-
vance towards revolution is a duty. But
revolution is never a spontaneous act;
revolution is a conscious act, led and
planned, through which the whole
bourgeois structure of the exploitative

dmﬂemg the Worsy Revoy,
Questiops of .S‘?

Angola: 4
Soviet Neacoyp,

ﬂbsefvatims on the
Duripg the 4

T,
and the l

he Military 1ine

society we live in must be dismantled.
And since the people’s struggle will con-
tinue, the UCR — in common cause with
the working people — will step up its ef-
forts towards the formation of the
political vanguard of the proletariat. The
popular insurrection of April 23-24 was a
spontaneous uprising of the masses. And
we shouldn’t sit by quietly while the re-
pressive forces of the capitalist state con-
tinue massacring the people. Nor should
we avoid the task of building the tool of
leadership which will guide the people to
victory: the REVOLUTIONARY COM-
MUNIST PARTY.

They are killing the people: Long live
revolution! O
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Berkeley, 2054 University Ave., No. 201, Berkeley, CA 94704, (415) 841-8314
- Georgia: 859-1/2 M.L. King Dr., Atlanta, GA 30314 (404) 577-4656
Illinois: 3449 N. Sheffield, Chicago, IL 60657 (312) 528-5353
Michigan: 5744 Woodward Ave., Detroit, M1 48202 (313) 872-2286

Ohio: Cincinnati, 110 W. McMillan St., Cincinnati, OH 45219 (513) 281-4275
Cleveland, 2800 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 (216) 932-2543

Or order from RCP Publications, P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart,
Chicago IL 60654

$2.00 -
Include $.50 for postage inside the U.S.; $.80 outside the U.S.



