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.. An Alliance for Progress for the 
'80s," "More Buner. And More.Guns," 
- the Kissmger Commission report on 
Central America has been grt.'Clt:d by 
C!'llic~ and supporters alike as if it 
amoumed to yet another example of that 
typically big-heaned, but somc1imes 
misdirected action of the Yankees 10 just 
throw a huge ampunt of money at the 
problem and hope something work's. 
Some have viewed iL ~akin to a conces­
sion: Daniel Quirqs. formar president of 
Costa Rion and currently vice president of 
the SocialiSt International, wrote that 
"Those who believe in demoeracy arc 
pleased by the conclusions of the K"iss­
inger Commis~ion," are glad that the 
U.S. is finally ·•waking up" to lhe prc:>­
blems of the region. and hope that, while 
1 hey are not so excited about the military 
escalation. a't least the ''dream-like offer 
of economic and social advanrages'' is 
real. 

Suffeal would be more appropriate -
for Mr. Quiros, if be doesn' t already 
know better, wm s:eon find thar in the 
realm of the Kissinger Commission, 
Peace Corps-sryle healt h workers become 
adjurnns to the dreaded National Guard . 
that highways become byways for Lank$' 
and APCr., that lhe mdch-hailed 
.. butter" quickly turns into lubricating 
oil for guns. Indeed, what the Ki:.:.inger _ _ 
Commission report represents is an 
escalation aJl along the line of programs 
already in place as props of support for 
the death-squad democracies so tightly 
ried to the U.S. 

It has been widely remarked that ther.e 
is lir tle of real surprise in the report - and 
in\,\ sense 11 is true, for a l)aramou.ni con­
cern of the U.S. in lhc region is exactly to 
avoid surprises, Lo prevent che kind of 
further deterioration of its po~ilion that 
could l)Ortend very unwelcome surprises, 
and instead to shore up its clients, chieny 
through military support and coumer1n· 
surgency programs. in order to achieve a 
modicum of stability. 

The purpose of the panel ·as stated by. 
Reagan was to reach a "bipartisan na­
tional consensus" on U.S. policy in Cen­
tral America. ln the weeks l~c}ing up to 
the official completion of the report, the 
media featu red coverage of wrangling, 
contentious meetings: John Sifber the 
.. hardliner" president of Boston Univer­
sity, had taken to calling the two liberal 
Latino members of the commission 
"Comandarite Diaz" and "CQmandan,te 
Cisneros." But the wrangling was por­
trayed as "responsible," and much was 
mad.e of each side sup~sedly learning 
the truth of the other's position: one of 
the liberals r,evealed that "even Menry 
was unnerved by the environment of 
violence" they encountered on the com· 
mission's trip to El Salvador, and Kiss· 
inger returned •o join the others in issuing 
dire warnings concerning lhe death 
squads. 

But the revelarion that did most to 
bring the commission members rogether 
was [tte liberals' "discovery" of the ge· 
nuinenc!ss of 1 he "Soviet threat 10 Central 
Ameriea," learned at the knee or tha~ 
godfather of gunboat diplomacy, Kis.5-
inger himself. What was hailed by the 
Wall 'Street Journal as the "seminal 
event" and its sobering up of the liberals 
was the oommission's stop· in Managua. 

Continued on page 13 
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From The 
Mud On The Serial 

On Wcdncsda~. Jan. 11, a U.S. Army 
0-H~58 light observation helicop1er carry­
ing l\\ o army engint!er:. wa~ forced down 
near the Honduras-Nicaraguan border 
and its pilot killed by ''hostile fire" dur­
ing '' ha1 wai. innoccmly described by 
U.S. officials as a mission ''in support of 
engineering activites. '' After what the 
NY Times described a-; "initial uncertain­
ty" over rhe incldem, rile Nicaragulln 
government quickly confirmed that itS" 
military units along 1he border had in­
deed fired on an "unidcn1ified military 
helicopter .. over Nicaraguan lerrirory, 
including after it was forced 10 crash land 
a few hundred feet inside Hond1.1ras. 
Reagan called the int.idem "a great 
tragedy, .. declaring !hat "We have put 
the Nicaraguans on notice !hat thisac1ion 
is unacceptable." "Th.e indefensible 
thing,·' railed Defense Secretal) Cap 
Weinberger, "is that the pilot was killed 
after he was out of the helicopter and 
simply walking around an unarmed 
heticopter." 

Number ls 
Not Standard 

growing turmoil (see article p. I). The in­
cident also followed by a single day the 
U.S. announcement that yet a11orher set 
of prolonged joint US.-Honduran 
military exercises is planned to start after 
Big Pine 11 ends {this time with the possi­
ble participation of Gua1emalan army 
troops as well) - something thai one 
Pentagon official noted would have the 
effect of establishing "an almost perma­
nent (U .S.) combat troop presence in 
Honduras" despite lhe lack of a formal 
stationing agreement. The u:s. daims 
that their chopper's activity was merely 
related to the Big Pine 11 exercises and 
Central America as a vlhole. 

Pentagon· 
Procedure 

Meanwhile, it came to light ~hat sin'ce 
the first of the year, the tJ'.$. has aclively 
tumed UP. the !\cat In pr.eciscly this· sector 
of the borde~, worltingresR,~ially· tJ)reugh 
.1.he contras. ResiClents of La'>' Trojcs, a 
small Nicaraguan to.wn ~Jiree miles' from 
1wh.erc the cl\0pper crastr_ed, \vhich no'Y 
functions as, a comr:o ·supply center ·and 
staging area, had teld reporters that 
Uniformed American military pcr,sonnel 
and CIA agents accompanied by comras 
an(! Honduran military men have in fact 
been arriving regularly 1hroughou1 the 
past few weeks in both American and 
Honduran mili1ary craft tP deliver sup­
plies and oversee operations. At the same 
time, the Nicaraguan Defense Minister 
revealed tha1 "unidentified aircraft" 
have nown over northern Nicaragua 
more than 40 times in the first 17 days of 
this year and asserted they were: working 
with contra forcCS' tr.ying'. tt> capture 
Jalpa, a provincial capital, and break off 
a chunk of Nicaraguan territ'Ory. A 
Mexican newspaper. &110.M6s"f110, alse 
reported that a communique Issued by 
lh'e Nicaraguan Defense Ministry after 
the downing iden1i~ed 1tlli.s p~rtigular 
U.S. helicopter as having pwvided logis­
lical suppon far. 600 romras.as they"lried 
to nee into Honduras. Hardly aoinGidcn­
tal was another repon appearing in rhe 
Sunday L.A. Times which noreCI that a 
new contra offensive had been open·ed on 
the Saturday following the chopper lnc·i­
dcnt in two provinces, induding Nueva 
Segovia - precisely the area surveyed by 
the helicopter. 

The chopper, d~cribed as "probably 
unarmed .. and •·ctcarl) marked" had 
allegedly been flying aboUl 20 miles north 
of the Nicaraguan border, under standard 
o{'(ier~ which supposedly prohibit U.S. 
military aircraft from approaching closer 
than five nautical mile:., when it suddenly 
encountered ''heavy winds'' that may 
have caused ii to ''stray" from its intend­
ed Oighr path. etc .. etc. 1'Ttw guy was 
losr ,'' mused one American official. Oh 
yes. another lost aircraft. Noneofthi&iex­
actly jived with a slightly d!Cfcrent ver­
sion by Edgar Chantorro, a leader of 1he 
largest contra gr;oup (Nicar-aguan 
Democratic Force). who admitted rfic 
helicopter was operating directly along 
the border and said it wns '"apparently 
surveying the area" in uonnection with 
roads being built as pan of joint 
U.S.·Honduran Big Pine II military exer­
cise.,. Both the U.S. and its partners 
agreed, however, that the flight had 
notllmg whatsoever 10 do with the faot 
that the area where it was shot down just 
happe11s to be the nerve center of 
U.S. I Honduran-directed comra opera­
tions and the principal war zone in the re­
cent fighting. 

Post haste, the Nicaraguan gc:wcrnm~Ql 
released its own version of the downing, 
th.e details of wHich were generally eon­
firmed by UPI reporters whe spok~ wi~h 
Nicara$ua,n military personnel and 
civilians in the area, inoluding a 14-yeal\­
old fighter who had helped shoot down 
the craft. According to witnesses, the 
chopper //ad•been nyingat least two miles 
inside Nicaragua over the town of 
Teocecacinte and various other border 
se11lcments in the Nueva Segovia pro­
vince, including La Limonera where 
several hundred Sandinista soldiers are 
based. According 10 local weather repens 

for the day, there were no winds Strong 
enough to blow a copter this far off 
course. Accord ing to a yo ung 
Nicaraguan duty officer in charge of 
Teotecacinte, he had given the order Lo 
fire afu:r rhe helicopter, which he insis1ed 
was unmarked. had executed a pass over 
the Sandinis1a command post. A civilian 
who was working with armed peasants in 

.a nearby bean field also rcpor~cd that he 
and others had opened fire on 1he copter 
as it zig.-2agged toward them. (Since no 
one has disputed lhat the chopper was 
downed solely by rire from A.K-47 assauh 
rifles, whkh have a m'aximum range of 
800 yards, thi~ would set::m ro give some 
rndicatian ef just how l0w it <was fl y,ing 
over ,the area during its "surveying acti\.li 
w.") 

As for U.S. claims rhat the c;op~cr was 
'

1clearly marcked," witnesses said the op­
posile, that the craft's markings were 
covered with mud. (The Pentagon itself 
didn'I exactly go to great lengths to deny 
this, stating that covering the copter's 
markings with mud "as not routine pro­
cedure.") Meanwhile, the two in­
dividuals who could have the most to say 
about the events. the two passengers in 
the copter, were quickly spirited off by 
U.S. aut.hori1fos for at least a fu ll week 
after !he incident. II was a highly 
suspicious "engineering" night indeed. 

Right after the downing, the Hon-
• duran government asserted that both the 

helicopter and its pilot were Honduran 
and even went So far as to identify the 
dea'd pilot as one Lt. Leonardo 
Castellanos ~rdon. 11his "errror" was 
aorreeted the following day, but 1 he ldon· 
di.Iran go~er.nrnerll raifed iii~tu on, recall­
ing its ,anibassador from Nicaragua and 
screeching that it was " detefmined to de­
fe_nd S'overeigmy and territollial integrity 
against any act of aggression"' - an ob­
v:ious retaliation threat. 

After only a cauple of days, however, 
the volume on these his1rionics was 
percepribly turned down. Secretary of 
State Shultz, asked by reporters if he, 
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Dept 
would rule out the use of force against 
Nicaragua by the· U.S. in retaliation for 
the downing, ~hrased the quesiion: 
"What you areasking is, 'Is 1herea plan, 
or an instinct en the pan of the ad­
ministration to undertake a military 
operation directly in Nicaragua?' The 
answer is no.•· Gn cue, 1he Hondurans 
pulled in their fangs, announced that the 
incident was being "handled tbrough 
diplomatic -eliannt!ls'' ancl siressed H1at 
while they had ·called for an GAS meeting 
to consid~r rhe in0ident. they wel'e 0nl~ 
$e~king -a dlscyis§lon.<lnd wo:uld n.ot· prre5s 
for passage of .a: for.ma! cendernnation. 
One White House aide pu1 it more in­
terestingly: "No one wants to eonveft lllis 
incident into a Ta.Akin Gulf affair." The 
Hondurans also followed up by issuing a 
statement to the effect that 1hey probably 
would n 't retaliate by invading 
Nicaragua. Well, at least we're s1raight 
on wha1 could have occurred! It was the 
kind of " restraint'' that might be likened 
Lo that of a gangster- who twists his 
victim •s arms inst~d of ou1right blowing 
him away - but wi1h the threat of more 
to come. The Nicaraguans responded by 
appealing.co the U.S. net to use the inci­
denr as a pretex1 for reprisals, 
"deplored'' the shooting, and sent con­
dolences te ti1e family of the dead pilot. 
Jus1 what the U.S. "instinc.t" is as far as 
Nicaragua is,concemed was made dear as 
U1e helicopt_cr inCiaenL unfolded amidsr a 
series of rap_id-fire·evencs. 

Certainly the import of the downing 
and the ~espenses 0~ the variaus parries 
inv0lvcd "Cahh91 O'e cansidered apart 
from the faet tha1 rhe incident took place 
in tt1e 1C.C:lntex1 of - indeed on the very 
same day as - the release of the long­
awaited Kissfoge:r Commission report on 
Central America. a report that mainJy 
hinged U.S. srrat~gy in the region on big­
ger infusions of military muscle by the 
U.S. and its client regimes to deal with the 

The U.S. and its Honduran ,cliem has, 
in short, been pushing i1 with the 
Nicaraguans on this pan of the border in 
the last couple of 'veeks. Clearly, in dojng 
this, the U.S. knew that an in~ident such 
as the helicopter downing was a proba­
bility. And once it happe.ned, rhe U.S. us­
ed it to further pressure 1he Nicaraguans, 
as well as pu1 a bloody nourish on the is­
suance of the Kissinger Re'pe~1 and its 
" mili tary selution." All of which raises 
the possibility that 1he copter - lfrazenly 
swooping low over 'a Sandinista com­
mand po.st, its markings ,cover.ed -
deliberately tried to pi;_ov.oke something 

. o.n that' day. Was.t,fle u~s. pr0.oing,t'o test 
1he Nicaraguans' response on both 
military and pofili<;al levels? Was the 
copter intent ron provoking yet another 
border incidehl in the area? 

In any case. the U.S. lias been happy to 
use the incident to issue a warning, not of 
immediate retaliation but af broader 
U.S.plansfortheregion. 0 
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by Bob Avaklan 

Barry Farber: This man is facing 241 years in prison. He is Bob Avakian, 
Chairman of the Central Commiuee of 1he Revolutionary Communist Party, 
and I think I should find out what that is. h is definitely not the Communist 
Party. 

Bob Avakian: Definitely not, it 'St he party tMtreally is communist and real­
IY is revolutionary, that stands for, is operily advoca·ting, organizi~g, and 
educating 11eople out her.e every day, at the pre$ent time influencing tens of 
thousands of people cowards the goal of rising upt eventuaJly millions strt>ng, 
and making armed revolution. 

Barry Forber: Well, I can say the Barry Farber. Show influences millions of 
people towards brotherly love and sound conservative thinking and interna­
tional cooperation. You advocate violent overthrow of the government? 

Bob Avakion: Definitely. 
Barry Forber: You advocate violence? 
Bob Avakion: Most defmitely. 
Barry Farber: You have just broken che law. 
Bob Ayakian: Well, as you just said, l 'm already, up on charges, but the 

govemment is hypocritical; they won1t bring.chose charges agains1 me right 
now and accuse me of that because chat would be roo openly political, They'd 
have to say, " Well, our democracy and freedom isnoL what we say it is; you can 
only have democracy and freedom if you go along with the program, if you . 
uphold capitalism. if you get on the radio and rhe tclevision and ~ay whal we 
want you 10 say or you make speeches that say what we want you to say." 
Otherwise if you srangeuing a following-which is what our party is doing­
then they come down on you. They are charging me with assaulting police of­
ficers after a demonscra1ion of ours was attacked by the police shortly after 
they revoked our permit. 

Barry Farber: Do you mean if you are a communist or a revolutionary com­
munist, you should be allowed to assault police officers? 

Bob Avakion: I didn't assault police officers. They auaclced 01.Jr m·ardh an(! 
demonsrrarion. They revoked a permit on ctie spot artd auacked th·e 
demons era lion. Then they wrn around because-they have state power, because 
chey are the government, because they represent che capitalist class. and charge 
us with these 1hings. You see, as you just said it, you are expressing what 1he 
capitalist class can't say openly - they have you to say it - which is that 1 
ought 10 be in jail for advocating ~heir overthrow. Bul they won't come out and 
say that now because then 1hey would have 10 say, "Yes, we do have politicaJ 
prisoners, yes, we do have political trials." 

Barry Farber: You're commiu.ing a crime, you"re committing a crime! 
Bob Ayukian: They're not charging me with that. 
Burry Forber: Do lhey know that Y0J1 advoc;i~e . .. 
Bob Avakian: Of cour.ie 1.hey know .. • 

This article is theelevenlh in a series of material compiled f rom a 1979 speak­
ing wur by Bob Avokion, Chairman of the Central Committee of the RCP, 
USA. This was rhe lasr public speaking tour Bob Avakia11 has bee11 able to 
make due 10 in1ema1ional political persecution, which curuinues to this day. 
The above are edited excerpts from the Barry Farber Show 011 station WMCA 
in New York City. The show aired in October 1979-ed. 

'Why Shouldn't· 
We Shoot 

You?'' 

Barry Farber: Have you said that? Have you publicly declared that? 
Bob Avakian: Of course, hundreds of times. Let me just tell you something. 

This show is not reaUy all chat importani, it's not the first time that I mad.e this 
olear. 

Barry Farber: BuL it's important to me and L wam to know if you have 
declared up ro now pubJicly thaL you advocate rhe violent overthrow ... 

Bob AVakian: I diOn't wait to come'en yourrprogram to J1eveal this·seoret; F 
have said it hunaretls:of times, our party openJy·acfv0ca1es it in our newspap'e.r ' 
and our publicatiens. We are not attempting to hide it. And see that ~s how 
we're different from the old CommunisL Party. First of aU, they don't believe a 
revolution is necessary, they believe that they can peacefully inveigle, cajole 
and bargain their W11Y into the capitalist system by calling themselves socialists, 
try to round up people like Doug Fraser, who pretend to be socialists, lo try to 
keep the people's anger down as this economic and political crisis grows ... 

Barry Farber: Areyou saying, Doug Fraser, president ofUniced Aulomobile 
Workers is a communist? 

Bob AvakiaJl(tNo, he pretends to be a sociitlist, however, a democratic ... 
Barry Farber: l>.;te yeµ then SC\Ying the 14.merican @0mmunist Part~ arrange'd 

with Mr. Fraser to pretend to be a sodalist. . . 
Bo'b Avakian,· No', no, but they try to work with people like him, and they 

want 10 try to say you can do it peacefully, without revolution, which as anyone 
knows is a farce. 

Look at what this government docs. This governmerit pulls coups in Chile, 
shoots down people in l ran, conducted the Vietnam War, and is preparing ac­
tively and cakulaledly for World War 3. They ldUed prisoners at Attica for 
demanding some reforms, they murdered Fred Hampton in his bed, they 
murdered students at Kent State, they murdered Wobblies for standing up 
against them - the wnol~ history in this country is one of murder and plunder.. 
They are no~ igoirlg L0•.8ll0w ... 

Barry Farber: Stop, slop, stop .. 1 happened 10 have studiedia lot of countl'ies 
and cannot think of a country where I could not call 1he roll on 1hings ·I hat 
would frighten men, women, and children under their beds if you were to put 
them all together. 

Bob Avokian: This country is ruled by a dictatorship of the capitalist class 
backed up by force of arms and when people attempt to rise up against it, rhen 
what becomes clear ... 

Barry Farber: What other dictatorship do you know of that allows those 
who vow to overthrow it violently on rhe air? Jf this was a dictatorship, I'd be 
the tool of a dictator, and you wouldn't be around. . 

Bob Avo'kiat1: The thing about this diotarorship is that it pretends to be a 
democracy. 

Barry Farber: Ah, you didn't ·say it Is & dlctatorshlp which acts like a 
democracy. 

Bob Avakian: No, it doesn'1 "act like," it pretends to be; those arc two dif­
ferent words. Here I am being charged with 241 years ror exercising my so­
called rights, demonstrating, being brutaJized by police, and then you want lo 
crow about democracy because you have to let me on this radio show. 

Barry Farber: I don't have to let you on 1his show. 
Continued on page 4 
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''Why Shouldn, 
. -we Shoot 

Yeu?'' 

Continµe~ fr.<'>m page 3 

Bob A\•okian: You k·now why you nave Lo'? Be~use you and the resL of the 
media cannot ignore our party because we are an innuence out here. 

Barry Farber: Look, do you wam me to s'how you how quickly I can kick you 
off this show? 

Bob Avakian: Then what would you be acting like - a diccator? 
Barry Farber: Absolutely net; like"'1 broadcaster that decides who, all of a 

sudden, he doesn't want as a guest on his program. · 
Bob A\!ok1an: Who backs you up in doing that? Who owns chis station? 
Barry Forber: Nobody has to back me up whether I want you or don't want 

you. Lee's get one thing scraight. .. 
Bob A\•akian: You see, if they don'l like you, they will throw you ... 
Barry Farber: They cenainly will. 
Bob Avakian: Because rhis is a dictatorship of the capitalist class. 
Barry Forber: There are sixry thousand other radio stations in this town 

where l could apply ~r work if this one decided rhey didn't want me. And 
that's more than you can say, for any of ){our communist countries. 

Bob Avakian: Right, be<>ause the capitalists can have all manner of junk run 
0u1 there. But when you beg.in to rel! the truth, as we are doirtg, ab0ut what 
needs to be done to get rid of the madness rhat millions 0f people have to go 
through ou1 .there, then you come u.p on charges. if1hey are even such hypocriites 
they won't say, •'We' re auaeking-y0u fer advocating fcvolution.'' They will at. 
tack you, trump up charges. then tum around and try to sa}' tha1 you attacked 
1hem in order to cover up 1he policical es~ence of their att(\ck. lt is a pcrFect ex­
ample of how they try co cover up their dictatorship with a mask of democracy 
in order to try to keep the people believing that there is an avenue for chansing 
this society. that if you really try (O work wichin this system things will gel be1-
1cr, when in fact they'll unly gee worse ~nci people are suffering more out 
here ... 

Barry Farber: Freedom of speech means when you go ou1 of here 1 ' m not go­
ing to LrY to muzzle you. As my friend Huben Humphrey said, " You have the 
fr~dom to talk, I have the freedom not 10 listen." And I surely have the 
freedom to take my microphone away frem your lips. 

Bob A vokiofl: You don '1 comrol your-0wn mike unless the ruling class holds 
it every day. 

Barry Farber: Hold it, hold it. We'll be right back .... 

(Stafion break:) 

Barry Farber: t iold you that y.our mere being on this show, if you never did 
anything else democra1ically1in this country, merely being.on a radio sh0w, an 
or.gan of the ma~s media, is more monumental than any.thing that goes in the 
F,r~dom of expressipn categBr,:y in any,·catintfY t.hat is a communist dictator­
ship. 

Bob.Avakia11: That's completely wrong. 
Barry Forber: Then name a communist dictatorship Where anything like this 

happened. . 
Bob Avokian: In China, t.be masses ef people ran the media ... 
Barry Farber: An anticommunist can be on the radio? What are you talking 

about? · 
Bob Avakiafl: The masses of people, the millions of people who make up the 

majority of society and work to make ic run, ran the radio stations, ran the 
media, ran the culture and the eduaition ... 

Barry Farber: Name an anticommunist who ever got on ... 
Bob Avakion: Why do we want that? - l told you we might let you on as a 

negative example. 
Barry Farber: t said this was more impressive than anythingjn a communist 

country and you're telling me that certain communists got on the radio in place 
of other communists. I'm saying when did an anticommunist get on? 

Bob Avakian: No. Communists got-On in place of capitalists and workers got 
on in place of capicalists and landlords and ran the society and there were 
millions in debate. And do you know what elSe they did tliat neve.r could hap­
pen ma capitaJist coun~? They bmught the leaders of that country all the way 
up to the top ranks ou~ in public and sybj~eted th_em to cr:itielsm and forced 
chem 10 explain rhem$.elv.es, and,i f they dido ' t feel their answers were adequate 
then ~hey didn't allow ihem to.co.minue in fhQse leadership1 pasitions. Millions 
of people debaled and struggled1·over questibns. in a way unprecedented in 
society ... 

Barry Farber: We'll be right back. 

(Station Break) 

Barry Farber: Welcome back to a show w,hicb you are only going to hear in a 
real democracy. A young fiery upstart with tobasco sauce instead of blood -
clenching his rJSt. threatening, warning, promising, advocadng violent over­
throw of the capitalist system - denouncing all who arrest him, whether for 
rioting or demonwating or trying to sell newspapers in North Carolina or 
other crimes like that, denouncing Lhem as repressive pigs, and meanwhile 
wearing .. . interesting what people wear around their necks. I see my direc1or 
has a nice little lockel around her neck. Larry, what have you got, a Star of 
David? An old subway token? Others wear crosses or Sta~ of David. Mr. 
Avakian, would you explain what is around your neck and why? Come a little 
bit closer, you're not afraid of microphones. 

Bob Avakion: No, I'm cenainly not afraid of microphones or any1hing else. 
lc's a thirty-aught-six with two carbine shells, empty shells, which 1 'm wearing 
because they expresi; a very impott;iot political truth that actually Mao Tsctung 

su'!1me_d up very i;uccii:ictly: '''Political power grows out of rhc barrel of a.gun,•' 
wluc~ 1s what the rulmg class is teaching us by arresting us, brutalizing us, 
shooung Fred Hampton, etc. 

I want to say one thing about your thing about dictatorship. I think we 0ugh~ 
10 come back to that point because I want to make very clear where we stand on 
th~L Our posi.tion is that when you have a society divided into classes, you are 
gomg to have It rllled by one class or another and it 's going to be an armed dic-
1atorship. This is an armed dictatorship in the hands of millionaires who are 
~earful becmuse they are a handful and exploiters, and they have 10 camouOage 
11 as demol?racy. We arc openly advocating overthrowing the capitalists, 
d_epriving them of their property, in other words, 1heir right LO exploit, their 
nght Lo express rheir opinions, their righ1 10 organize against revol.IJ1ion. We 
advocate carrying out a dictatorship of the majority of the working clas$ until 
we abolish classes. 

• •••• 

Barry 'Farber: ~ow, here is a natien; we have on!~ one planet we ca·n~t~Jk, 
ab('>ut, we d6n'1l k·naw w:liat goes,0n in other gal~ies. We ha.v.e here, according 
t~~ou, Mr. ~\ra*ian , a capitalist.state where a· handful ofoapitalists run the ac­
tion. Can you name a natibn other Vhan Ameiiica rhat.hasa'masscd moreweaUn 
and distributed it more fairly ro its own ahd ouher peoples? 

Bob Avakian: J don't agree with your second parl, I doh'l ~gree with th~way 
you phrased the question. 

Barry Forber: Well, you can't disagree wich the question. 
Bob Avakian: Yes I can, because I don't agree that they have distributed it 

fairly. The distribution is co a handful of people and 1hey have plundered the 
whole world to get it. The fact that people are starving in Brazil, that is the basis, 
as well as the exploitation here, for the wealth they have. 

Barry Farber: Back to my ques1ion; can you name a nation which, more than 
America, has amassed more weahh and distributed it more fairly? 

f!ob Avakian: I can name you a couniry, namely China, where they did .not 

amass weahh by plundering and exploiting people in China and around the 
world. That's the point. The wealth is controlled by a handful; it doesn't benefit 
the masses who produce it. 

Ba"y Farber: So you cannot name a nation whioh has amassed more wealth 
and distributed it more fairly than America. , 

Okay, next question. The biggest flattery to a nation is immigration, not im­
mitation wh1Gh is pretty good Oattery, But immigration - the desire to uproot 
y011r- life and move ta ch.at co,untrY-"that you are filattering by your desire to, go 
there. Gian :,1ou n_ame another count~y· that attracts more immigration than fil'te 
United State~1? 

Bo'b Awikian: "A:ttraot?" That's \\/hat you oall' it, when in NJ.exico folity P,~r­
cent of the nationaJ product is owed to the imperialists like the IJ'.s. , when l:!J .S. 
compar1ies liRe G.E. ge down there and pay people a few c.ent's an liour and 
force them to come to the U.S. You call t~at flattery because people have to 
leave their families. . . ' 

Barry Fa;ber: Bob, they're coming over from Yugoslavia. 
Bob Avakian: Because they are starving under U.S. domination. 
Barry Farber: I said Yugoslavia, that's communist domination! 
Bob Avakian: That is not, that's U.S. domination. Yugoslavia is in debt 

billions of dollars to the U.S. Do yqu deny that? 
Barry Farber: l wish Yugoslavia were in more debt to the U.S. 
Bob Avakiafl: They are paying you back every day by promoting U.S. im­

perialism's interests around 1he world. Thai 's what Tito was doing in Guba (at 
the 1979 Non-Aligned Count~s Conference). Aren't you grateful to Tito for 
that? 

Barry Farber: l wish Tito would pay us back every cent we paid Lhem since 
1948. 

Bob Avakian: Aren '1 you grateful 10 Tito for pr.omoting U.S. imperialism's. 
interests? 

Barry Farber: You seem to gel some great iowering ple~ure ou1 pf Tito !:Jeing 
en our side. ·i:r he knows . .what's·good fo~ him he' ll be on our side ins1ead·ofi the 
SovieW side. 

Bob Avo'lcfqni· Why's that, pecai.1se you'ire better gangsters? 
EJ,arry Farber:: We have defe11ded1countries like Yugoslavia and Isr~el. 
BobAvakian.· Yeah, what is Israel but astatelbuilt upon the Zionist terrorism 

against the Palestinian people and· a beachhead of U.S. imperialism in the area? 
Barry Farber: Israel is the only democracy io the Middle East. 
Bob Ava/don: Democracy? They terrorized all the Palestinians out of the 

area. They discriminate against non-Europeans, even non-European Jewish 
people are discriminated against, let alone the Palestinians there. And it's jusJ a 
beachhead anificially kept alive by massive infusions from the U.S. to keep it as 
an imperialist outpost. 

How about Seuth Africa? How about Iran? How aboul Nicaragua? 
Barry Farber: Stay with lsraeJ for a minute. Aren't you impressed that Israel 

unlike its neighbors, unlike Egypt, unlike Syria, unlike Jordan, that Israel has 
real elections with real polidcal parties, including the communist - they have 
two communist parties in Israel! 

Bob Avakian: And neither one of them is revolutionary, thaL's why th~y 
tolerate them. That's why they tolerate the Communist Party, U.S.-A. here, 
because it's nol revolutionary. But that is a perfeclexample of your de)l1ocracy; 
so let's look at it. They, have the sham of elections just like here where you can 
vote for one .oppressor or another - it makes. no difference. They tell you 

• .Whether yau did>vote or you didn' t vote, you are al fault because, if you didn.' t 
vote then y,ou didn't eX'ercise your right; if yeu did vote, you put the guy, in there 
to stick iLf0 ~qu again. Bur in Israel, they have t011ture-oliamber pr-isons. They 
havedriven rhe:~rabipeopleout and even that's n0l enough: T.hey go and grab 
m_ore Ara.b hma in order, and only because the U.S. supplies ~hem militaril.Y-. t~ 
keep U.S. prC§ence irt the area, to keep the people down in the aiiea, and ro rival 
the Sovietsin trying for world domination. And Israel is strategically important 
for the U.S. in preparing for World War 3, just like South Afiiica is, just like 
Iran was. Thal's a good example of democracy for you, the Shah oflran, There 
was a brilliant example ... 

Barry Farber: Israel has done a curious thing that no communist dictatorship 
has ever come close to. Israel has said, in the face of ties like yours . .. 

Bob Avakian: That's all truth and can easily be documented. 
Barry Farber: I said that Israel has said, in the face of lies like yours ... 
Bob Avakian: What's a lie? Wait a minute, lei's go back, what's a lie? 
Barry Forber: Jsrael has said, "Come into our prisons where Israel uses tor-

ture as an instrument of control. Interview our inmates, not just this one, that 
one, and maybe that one. Come into our prisons." ' 

Bob Avakiafl:" Have you ever been in jail? 
Barry Farber: No, l haven't but you must have been or you wouldn't m~ke 

such heavy weight of it. Now, what did you learn in an American jail that you 
think thal I ought to know? 

Con1 inued on page 12 
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Report On The Armed 
Struggl'e and the 

Municipal Elections In· Peru 
The following comm11niq11e on the 

m11nicrpa/ efe.ctions in Pero. lfl/lich were 
lu!ld ill Nowmber 19831 was recei11ed1by 
the Revolurionary Wor,kcr from rhe Peo­
ple's l11tellec1ua/ Movement, 011 

organi::otion un.der rlle leadership of 1/te 
Co111m11nis1 Parry of Peru. For /11r1her 
ano~vs1's of the revol11tionary war in Peru 
see RW No. 227 "Revolwionary Worf are 
111 Peru. '' 

The Armed Struggle and the Municipal 
E!eclions in Peru 

"The oppressed have th.e right to decide 
every so man}' yea.rs which members of 
the oppressor class will repr~ent and 
repress them in Parliament." 

- Karl Marx 

"Elections are a 1001 of domination of 
the landowners and big bourgeois, no1 an 
ins1rumcn1 of ~ransformation for 1he 
people, not a m~ns to ovenhrow the 
power of rhe rulers; thus ii is c~rect to 
ttse 1 he elections as a theme of agitation 
and propagand~. n 

- Partido Comunista del Peru: 
"Against Constitutional Illusions and 

For the New Democratic State (1978)." 

Carrying out its plan and initiative, the 
reactionary governmem of Peru held 
municipal elections all over the country 
on Sunday, November 13, 1983. 

On the other hand, in the face of these 
elections, Lhe-Qommunist i>any of Peru 
(PCP). carryntg out its programme and 
developing the masses' initia1ive, has 
pushed forward the guerrilla war, the 
People's War. The PCP called on the 
people to boycott lhe elections: to not 
participate. 

In these elections, the ruling party AP 
(Acci6n"PopuJar) suffered a drastic and 
dramatic defeat, reeeiving only 120'/o of 
the eligible votes. Despite rhis debacle. 
Bolaundc declared: "democracy has 
won" ... "ttle d~feated ones arc the gller­
rilla.c; and Sendero Luminoso {a common 
name given to the PCP).' • 

The reactionary press. as expec~ed. 
happily repeated 1he go\1ernment 's 
sLatemen~ and reported internationally 
and nationally: "Sendero failed 
miserably'' (Caretas, November 15, 
1983, a pro-government magazine); 
"The winner is aemocracy" (El Pals, 
Madrid, Spain). 

Is it Liile thar the winners of these elec­
tions are Lhe government and its 
"demoeracy" of hunger, jail and death·?· 
Is it trne that the big losers are the PCP 
and the People's War it is leading? 

Let's examine the following facts and 
draw our own eonctusions: 

rn the- Folitical Sphere 

I. A clear dilemma for 1/te people: 
Two roads, two initiatives to follow. The 
governmentan-d jts bourgeois elections or 
the Communist Parcy of Peiiu and its 
s1ra1egy, the armed stJ::4ggle whose goal is 
to seize powe.i 'for Llie masses. 

From the headHn,es. commentaries and 
edJtorials (for example, Newsweek, 
November 1983), statements from the 
government as well as the parties 1hat 
took part in the electiom;, it's very clear 
that the real altemarive for 1he people of 
Peru in the present {and eventually for the 
rest of the semi-feudal and semi-colonial 
countrie!i) is: bourgeois eleclions or arm­
ed struggle. 

The magazine Oiga (a pro-government 
weekly) print~ a good example on 
November 14, l 983: "1 he vo1e. , . was a 
dilemma between (revolutionary) 
violence. armed struggle as the midwife 
of history. and the democratic game."' 

The reac1ionaries and their press. in 
their 1eal 10 underplay the importance 
and magnitude of the guerrilla war by 
declaring it defl!ated, actually brought 
our irs importance and put the PCP and 

Lhe armed struggle on the 'front pages. 
'Ilhe reactionarie!i. have not ,been a.bk to 
hide the fao1 that1 1he guermlla ,war has 
grnwn and reached such a level or 
development 1hat it represents a real 
threat to the state and the .system, and ii; 
an alternative for the people: "Sendero 
buminoso is the worst challenge to Peru­
vian democracy" (Combio 16, Madrid, 
Spain. July 4, 1983). 

Likewise the following commentary is 
i:evealing from Cambio 16 of November 
28, 1983, which naively states that 
• 'Sendei'o Lu mi noso only achi..eved a level 
~f 500JQ absten1ions irt the Ayacucho eleC'­
cions and only. 320'/o in 1he rest df Peru." 
But another conclusion emer.ges clearly 
from all these stalements. With their own 
words they contradict themselves; their 
classification of the &uerrillas as "a ter­
roris1 group," "a hand fut of social delin­
quents" and the facts have forced them 
to recognize that the armed struggle is a 
powerful movement, every day rooted 
deeper among•thc masse.c; andcable to con­
tend YAith 1he goYernment for slate 
power. l'hey w,ere also forced to 
reeogniz~ that il is the PCP that is leading 
the war, a political and just war, in which 
tbe oppressed masses are the actors and 
which has been growing systematically 
and which now includes extensive ter­
ritories and a great number of Peruvians. 

2. The boycou of the municipal elec­
tions culled /or by the PCP- was suc­
t:essfuf. The magazine Olga (November 
14, 1983) printel:I Lhe following revealing 
~Qmment: "the overwhelming· defeat o.f 
AP ~the ruling party) was obvious and 
f-0dused attention ()n the high level of 
absr~cions, ''and adds: 11despire the fact 
that the majority voted enthuSiastically, 
the absence of voters and poll workers 
was alarming." 

According to statistics, though not.of­
ficial, more than 400'/o of the electorate 
failed to vote, demonstrating in this way 
their opposition and repudiation of the 
electei'al road. In 1977, the PCP a1$o call­
ed for a boycott of the elections ro the 
ConsLituenr Assembly. A•t 11la~ rime the 
Party didn't have much influence among 
the masses, because it was completing its 
15-year process of reconstruction as a 
Party of er New Type: Marxist-Leninist­
Maoist. Further, it was preparing itself 
fqr the armed struggle. Jn that elec1ion, 

the number of abscentions and invalid 
votes was arounti 18%. ~he presidential 
elections were on May I ~ . I 980. 'flhe PCP 
had ini1iated the armed struggle on May 
17 and called' for an active boycott of the 
elections. Al that time 250'/o of the vo1ers 
observed 1he boycott. In November 1980 
the first municipal elections under the 
present regime took p lace. The number 
of boycoucrs, 1hose 1hat observed the 
PCP'scall , grew to 330Jo. Thus we can see 
clt-arly that the boycou is a political acl 
cha1 has gathered st.rength as a result of 
the systematic' political work among che 
basic malises, l.n lb1e w{J'h the *aleg)/ ofi 
"poli~icizing, organizing a·nd mobilizing 
the masses" ior revolution and the 
seizure .of s1ate power through revolu­
tionary violenc~. 

It's also a very important fact that on 
1he occasion of the-elections. the govern­
mem, "as a democratic measure," im-· 
posed all kinds of threats and sanctions 
on those who wouldn't vote, as well as a 
veritable ps,yehological war or propagan­
da on television, radio and· in 1 he press, 
demanding th'at tile people padieipate in ' 
the voting. . 

An example of the actual blackmail o'f 
1he population i~ the fine of 10<7/o of 
monihly wages which the government im­
posed on 1he workers and employees who 
refused to vote; the res1 of 1he people 
would be fined 2Q soles. In the militarized 
zones of Ayacucho, Huancavelica and 
Apurimac, the threat was more drastic 
and bru1al: ali'rest - which means tor1ure 
and in man)'. cases disappearance or 
death; neV'erit,heless in all 1hese regions the 
boycott t01m.«Q 6,(0Jo. In adclili0n, in 
these militarized zones there was not only 
a boycott, but che el~lions were material­
ly prevented - they· couldn't be carried 
out at all because the People's Commit· 
tees (the new government of the new state 
in the base areas under 1he leadership of 
the PCP) called for a general strike 
against the government and in supporl of 
the armed stlivggle on November 13-15. 
The magazine CarettM (November 15, 
1983), commeming on this str:ike, wrote: 
"everyone ·without exception obser-ved 
the boycou" and the newspaper Le 
Monde (November 15, 1.983) said for its 
pan: "Sendere Luminoso ... has suc­
ceeded in paralyzing the city of 
Ayacucho .... " In many other towns 

A po/fee (;(Jmmando checks ldt1ntlty papers In Ayecuaho. 

there was also complete boycott 0f the 
eleo1ions. 

Reople's War Is a dialectical procc~s. 
The boycoll is only one of the tac!fics in 
this process and has been develbped as ex­
pegted and has grown as ·expected, from 
small 10 extensive, from spontaneous to 
conscious, due lo the correetness of the 
p.olitical line of the PCP: thus we expect 
tliat rhe boycott or the 1985 presidential 
elections will be observed much more 
broadly than now. 

3. The revisionists ·and opportunists of 
t/le laqulerda Unida (United•l .eJ/IJ expos­
e'{/ as true reactipnories: The.so.c;llled I l:J, 
which is a oollco1ion of all the revisionist 
aria opportunist groups induding rhe 
fol~owers o'f the Sovie1s, Deng and Hox­
ha. follows rhe path of those who "seek 
to win socialism by collaborating 
11olirically With the bourgeoisie,'' as Jose , 
Carlos Mariategui, founder of the PCP 
described 1he old reformist social 
democrats. They participate in these elec­
tions in collaboration with" the ~ reac­
tionary go,vernment· and its goal .to derai l 
the masses from the 1reyolutionar-y. path: 
the-armed s1rugglc. 

Furthermore, all the represelit~tives of 
the IU sided wilh the enemy of the peo­
ple: they made ail kinds of statements 
agai11st the present armed struggle and 
the PCP, calling it •'terrorism,'• "a dirty 
":ar," "messianism," "Pol Pot-ism," 
etc. 

<;ambio 16 of Spain. in its August 8, 
J.983 edition. says: 11 1he government of 
Pr.esiclen1 Belauode . .. seems more 
assured and enjoys 1Lhe sup)).or.c: oF:all ~he 
Q0litical parties. including the IV', in 
regards to l'he need to defend the con­
stitutional regime" and characterizes IU 
(in its issue of November 28, 1983) as: "a 
coalition hegemonized by socialists who 
impose upon ii a moderate ch~racter in 
strict defense of the constitutional 
regime." 

Now 1hey arc expressing a more open 
desire 10 ally with reactionary parties, like 
A'PRA. FRENA'fRACA, PSRa11deven­
~ua l!Y· wich "the left or left-wing o~ the 
ruling .pa111y AP," "in order Hi defend 
democracy'' and 10 ''defeat Sendero 
Luminoso with guns if necessary:" 

Alfonso Barrantes L., llJ represen­
tative, is an example of gross op_por­

Continued on page 6 
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A Hot 
Autumn 

Farewell. 
The lo/lowing correspondence ls from 

a member of the World Without lm­
permllsm Contmgent which recently 
returned to the US. after rwo months on 
the front/Ines of the antimissile protests 
m West Germany 

RW, 
The floor was cleared. A youth pulled 

out a big hide-collered drVl'Tb an oJder 
man with puffy cheeks put a woodwind 
Instrument to his lips and tt:ley out fQto 
a pulsating melody. A group or Turkish 
youth to,ok the floor. dancing In 
beautiful, fierce, bouncing Uhlson as 
everyone along the walls c lapped and 
cheered. 

This was our farewell celebration with 
ATIF {Federation of Workers from 
Turkey m W Germany) at their center in 
K61n. Everyone In the Contingent was 
present, as well as a big group of 
workers from Turkey and their children. 

We had 1ust arrived from the an· 
lim1sslle protests m Mullangen and 
Frankfurt and the conferences In Ham· 
burg and West Bertin (see page 7), 
tired, but in higher spi(jls lflan ever. 
People In the Contingent looked a btl 
different than two menths ago -
seasoned, rough, some donrtng 
l(affyehS. clotnes worn and same.what 
rray,ed from the ffgors of the '"Ml 
autumn." We spent the afternoen loong· 
ing al "the house'· where squattlafS' had 
been puUlng us up f0r 1almost a month, 
writ ing cbrresp0ndence ane reports 
amidst Wild story telling and laughter. 
Some were packing away "souvenirs." 
posters, leaflets. pofH,ical bullons -
even some wrinkled up. water cannon· 
blessed literature and three authentic 
Brernerhaven cobblestones., .. 

Our friends in ATIF started pylling us 
from the wans and onto the dance floor. 
We joined In. timid and clumsy, but wrth 
the Infectious irres1slible rhythm we 
were soon jamming, leaping in the air, 
spinning around and working up a 
righteous sweat. 

I looked around at the proletarians 
from Turkey, men and women from late 
teens to mid·50s, people who work sh1t 
jobs and face the threat of deportation 
into the·hands or the junta 111 TurKey, 
but who are high-spirited revolutionary 
optimists. These were people we had 
grown close to and struggled to!jlether 
with, marching In the stree.ts or Benn 

Peru 
Continued from page 5 
cunism. First he was a member of APRA, 
later of the pro-Soviet Communist Party 
which he later abandoned to form pan of 
UDP. Now he calls himself independem. 
but considers himself a Marxist-Leninist. 
and thus of the left. 

Lei us examine his lates1 statements in 
the magazine Coretas (November 15, 
1983} to see what kind or reactionary he 
is: 

Wjth much happiness he says "good­
bye to Lenin," later he pre.c;ents himse1f 
as a mystic and religious person: " the 
Consti tution talks of freedom of worship 
and I respect that • .. for us politics is a 
form o f being religious." "God will save 
us from intolerance," "Whatev.er G0d 
and the ranks or the United Le~t de(!ide." 
He adds: ••if in certain places a single par­
ty sys1em is pushed from ~he start, tha1. is 
the problem pf Lhaf reallty .•. the en~ 
party set-up ls a dogma that doesn'1 <:0r­
respond to our reality," "the best way to 
realize my pluralist call is precisely my,af­
filiation • . . . " 

Thanks to these and other similar 
statements jn support or this reactionary 
system, this "leftist" has been Invited to 
visit the socjal-democratic regimes of 
Holland, France. West Germany and 
others. where he is going 10 help Mr. 
Bclalinde by obtaining more loans "with 
the aim of carrying out his electoral pro­
mises," and increasing the national debt 
and economic def)Cndency. This is these­
cond time Barrantes has served as 
Belaunde's i1ineran1 ambassador. 

4. Adl•onces in tlte pro<:ess Qf <;Qn· 
solida1i11g Base Areas. While the reac­
tionary government and its army were 

and ttfe snow in Mutlangen singing 
revolutionary songs and chanting 'A 
World Without lmpenaltsm, Nol An Im· 
penalist World War!", turning heads. 
greeted with del1gh1 and controversy. I 
remember one meeting of an indepen· 
dent peace group where one of these 
proletarians fought to be heard against 
the objections o f a few who said. ' 'Let's 
not talk about abstract world pollllcs." 

It was the workers around ATIF who 
first welcomed us upon our arrival 1n 
West Germany and took us Into tht:11r 
homes where we strained to com, 
munieate. using a combination of sign 
language, pantomime and laughs. Hav­
ing come such a long way, a ceiebration 
was ce~tai11.IY due. 

Atter catching our breaths, ATIF 
made a pre.seniatlon. safutlhg the Gon· 
tingent and the 'RCP, what we ac· 
e.0mpllsM.\'.l and learned together in 
stepping into,tt:le pelltical fray and rats· 
iA.g the pole of 0pposfng all imperialism. 
We presented ATIF wlrti some of 0ur 
war·seasoned banners carrred at dlf· 

Bonn. Nov. 21st - (BefowJ " World Without 
Imperialism Contingent" members end a 
ma1orlty ol workers from Turkey form the 
core of an antf.fmperlalfst contingent Wlrhln 
the swirl of Autonomen, anarchists. Greens. 
peace people and others at the demonstra· 
tlon. (Above) The A TIF banner "No To /m­
perfallst War Preparations." 

tied up 1cying 10 assure toe success of tlie 
electfons, che People's C0mmit1ees with 
the suppcm of the People's Army achiev­
ed many advances in 1he organi~tion or 
production, and the def.ense and 
organization of the new state in the base 
areas. They also carried oul punishments 
of recalcitrant elemems hated by the peo­
ple who beJong 10 the oppressor class: 
local ·government officials, feudal land­
owners, local power brokers (big and 
small), informants and traitors or the 
peQple. In many places people's courts 
were organized and these elements were 
sentenced and executed. Many govern­
m~nt officials like governors, mayors. 
jlJdges and others, simply decided to 
leave their posts or renounce them in 
erder' to save themselves; many retreated 
from their districts ro the big cilies like 
Lima. These areas have remained under 
~he control of ~he People's Committee~. 

In the MUlla~ Sphere 

Here we will examine onl~ the f&ur 
week peri0d before 1lie munrcipal elec­
tions. l'he following arc the mosr impor­
tant achievements. 
I . The People's Army confiscated a 
substan tial quantity of arms and muni­
tions from headquarters and posts of the 
army and police, in many pal'ts or the 
country. 

- I 10 machine guns, 30 pistols, 60 
grenades, 2 mortars. 5 communication 
apparatuses and 50 uniforms. All I his on­
ly in Ocros (Ayacucho) on November I 2, 
I 983, in an auack on the headquarters or 
the joint forces especially trained 10 right 
subversion. 

- 200 arms. including machine guns. 
rifles, pistols, a large stock or munitions. 
communication apparatuses; captured in 
Armisa, which is a company providing 

ferent demenstr(!tfons and surprised 
everyone by singing {as well as we 
could) the TIKKO Maroh In Turkish. 
(TIKKO is the guerrilla army of the 
TKP/ML in Turkey). We also sang 
"Whlrlwlnds of Danger," an old Polish 
revolutionary song and a (once again 
spirited, but somewhat off-key) rendition 
of the €fash·s "Guns of Brlxton." Then 
everyone joined in with fists high In lhe 
" Internationale" in Turkish and English. 

ATIF set up a slide show, tracing the 
history of the cf ass struggle In Turkey, 
the uprisings, the brutal suppression, 
the devetqpment of the revolutionary 
movement, ttie martyrs. and finished 
with a picture 0f youth In New York 
carryJrig an A'lHf oanner Which had 
been se11t lo,a May. Day. demonstra110111 
~fterwards, they read to us from lhe col· 
lf:!otes writlngi1 of· lbrahltn Kaypakkaya. 
the' martyie~ leader of lhe 11KPJML - a 
rare 1re9t as !'he wii~ln@'s aren't 
-avalla61e· In Engllsh. We spent over an 
hour askingj,gl)estions about ~he 
devel0pment of •the TKP/ML, its strategy 

ar.ms \o the arrrred (6rces (-:to.RMISA fac­
tory, Surquillo, Lima). 
2. Ail01her rs police posts and military 
heacl.quarter~ were a1 tacked and suc­
cessfuily captured. The main ones in­
clude: 

- 200 guerrillas auacked police poSIS 
simultaneously in Cabana, Aucara and 
Andamarca, in the southern province of 
Lucanas, on November 11, 1983. These 
towns were outside of the area under 
military control. ·More than 80 machine 
guns and pistols were seized, as; well as 
munitions and 16 uniforms; the police 
posts there were literall y demolished. The 
command post of 1he Investigative Police 
or Peru (PIP - 1he political police) was 
attacked in Apolo, Lima. October 29, 
1983. The same day, the national Center 
of. Training ~d headquarters of PIP. in 
Surgui1Jo, tima, was auacked, resulting 
lo .sl.lbsttlntiaJ1 marerial lo~ses and' major 
psy<?hQloKkal demo raljzatcien of lhe 
rnnk,c; of the police cor:ps trained in tor­
ture. lf1his action .strul;)k boldly at the 
heart oC the trainihg center ef these tor · 
turers. I ts lab0ratories of torture were 
destroyed. That same day in Lima, a 
faotory of military production was at­
tacked as well as an arms warehouse. Oh 
election day in Arequipa, the police post 
of Tingo Grande was attacked and seiz­
ed. On November JO, 1983, there was a 
major auack on the Navy Ministry in 
Lima. On November I, f983, various im­
perialist properties were attacked in­
cluding Coca-Cola and the U.S. am­
bassador's residence': 

- A very imponant action o f interna­
tional solidarity took pince in support of 
the people of Nicaragua, which suffers 
the direct aggressfo.n of U.S. imperialism 
which is using its lackey government in 
filonduras ta carry· it out. A guerr.illa 

rn the present situation In Turkey and 
the world. 

It was getting pretty late; but no one 
wanted to say. goodbye. We switched on 
some reggae. danced, Joked around and 
talked Into the early morning hours. 

Our whole experience In West Ger· 
many was lncredlble, like a lifetlrne 
compacted Into a couple of months, the 
kind of thing you read about In boo~s. 
We threw ourselves onto the frontllnes, 
making our internationalist aspirations 
felt, and uniting broadly with people 
from all streams ot soel~ty, entering the 
Upheaval, debates and demonstratioos. 
It was a first-hand e"l<perlence in just 
What ls posslble in these in9re~singly 
explosive and IU'rbulent times When 
amidst "the s tencl;I arid de.cay <??f the efd; 
and the rre<11 dan9ers of sestruotl0n, 
pe~pte ~alch a gl'lf11pSe 0~ ttie n~'I{. 11pd 
flg t;l,1 for ii. In refusing.to baeo.nflned by. 
theinarr0wness or '1teTJding t0 our ~trlJg· 
gle In the U.S.," but rather, seeing 
things globally, we wer~ at?Je to fllerallY. 
stride across the world. 

The Fly 

·greup attacked tbe l{andura·n em'bass'y in 
Lim·a l'ilovember IP. I 98J,, ;~al.ls.ing exten­
sive damages and,destrucLion. 

In all, abouL a dozen local o'ffices of the 
parties AP and PPC (g0v~ming coali­
tion) were auacked successfully in Lima 
and other parts of the country in this 
period. More than 4Q police'men were 
disarmed arid their uniforms seized 
throughout the country as wel l. 
3. The reactionary llrm-e<:I forces lost 
more than 50 troops in direct confronta­
tions (battles) and ambushes. 

Conclusion 

Therefore, who is the real loser? The 
reactionary government and its system. 
They have lost men, officials, arms, 
munitions, territory and couldn'L carry 
out their elee!tion~ in hundreds of small 
v.Hlages and communities. ihey lost 
pol itically and militarily. 0n the other 
hand, What have the revolutionary armed 
forces gained? l1he de.vel0pment of. the 
People's War in1\Vhich'theyzlfaveachieved 
two imp0~tant things: 

I. ConcreLe advances in raising lhe 
sights of lhc masses to the key question: 
the consolidatiQn ·of the base areas, in 
whkh 1he People's Committees con­
stitute the new workers' and peasants' 
government of the new state. 

2. The conquest and expansion of new 
guerrilla zones (Arequipa, Libertad, Ca­
j amarca, Huanuco, Gerro de Pasco. 
Lucanas, Huanoavelica). The govern­
ment has responded to this recently by ex­
tending the state 1 of emergency under 
military control to two more provinces. 

Europe, December 1983. 
People's Intellectual Movement (MIP), 
an organization under the leadership of 

the PCP. 
0 
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The Specter of World War, The Meaning of Peace and tb.e Road F0rward 

Correspondence On, West Germany 
·Conferences 

T/rp f Qf/owmg leuer,from a member of 
1he Re,•o/rmonar.,v Communist Youth 
Brigade who took par/ in the Wotld 
With?L<I Imperialism Can1ingent, is a 
f!!}JOt l on one af rhltt ,sigrlffican( con­
fereures wh;cb tQ.O);. place in West Ger­
man." in mid-Det:ember. 

das Gespenst des Weltl(rie~s, die kdeutuns: des Friedens, 

RW, 

Following 1he November 22nd "Bai tie 
ef Bann. '• A TIF (FcderaLion of Workers 
Fr~m Turke~ in W-es~ Germany}, t!he prQ­
le t aria n int·ern-acio:nalis1 Tu rki t1 h 
newspaper Parrizan. the W..o~ld With01n 
Imperialism Contingent ~nd th~ RGP, 
US:A callea for conferenc~ m be held in 
K.-Oln. Hamburg and West Berlin under 
the iitle ••The ~ter af WQffd'War, the 
Meaning of Peace and 1he Road For~ 
ward.' ~ ThecnU pointed out: 

"Tli~ intensifying cenfrontatro_n ·ae­
tweeo the Western ami Eastem blecs 
(007, <;Jrenadn, Lebanan) has 'fueled the 
debme anq struggle' o\ler the natur:e,o:tt:tlle 
conflicts in today's world and Tlf1Sed 
more clearly before millio11s the -specter 
<:>f world war. This is pasln~ pr0found 
questions ab-Out the way Toi:war.d to 
etiminate war and its seuree. Becab::se the 
WaY' rn which people unlfmtaotl tliese 
~uestiQns will determine hew they will ae.l 
in ~hapin,g the future. we are calling_for a 
eo11fer:enee witli panitipat1an fram 
¥ari<:>us forces to dis~uss ~h-e faUpwiog 
ques.tions:' • 

Some of these Qlfesrions ~re: 
" Is woi:ld "'ar 3 imminent? What ill. 

fueling the apparent drive tow~Fd w<:>r.ld 
war ? Ai'e th'e missile deplo.ymems b'eirig 
fore~ o~ the BRD by t}'le l:l.S.? I ~ the 
BRO a willing paTUler..in NATO and im­
pe.rialist in its a\,·n right? Ls the Soviet~led 
Warsaw bloc alS~ an irnperialistv.allianqe 
and pr.eparing for war? Or a ft:m;e f.or 
peace preparillg for defense agah1st U.S. 
aggr:essioo'! ls maintaining the @r~nt 
pca~e possible •or pfogr.esstve? Can the 
B~Dand other majorpower~waie:a pro­
gressi"e er just war'l What is the relatr0n­
shlp between \ev0lu~i9naty struggles ef 
the oppressed nalionalities and che strµ~ 
gle against a nuelear world war? I f".worild 
war is a r~ danger I hen wno Sa)'.Nevelu­
tion is 001 a feal p0ssibiliLy'! .. 

Teams from the €onting.ent joined 
forces wtth A'flF in 11'1e .tbr~ cjties. Tile 
team I was whh wem 10 West Berlitf. 

Ha,<ingplunged into the "hot autumn" 
- Its battle$. debates and tw\Sts an,d ~J.ir-11$ 
- we feh these e\'ems would be right on 
lime given the-widespread debate and tur­
mE>il aver the dife:Ction of t·he ~eel an!ii­
mi.SSil~ m0vement. Builcfin&o for the colt­
ference was a re.al challenge, rich ih ex­
perience and exciting. We 1tarned a lbt 
111_ofe11boul lhecempl~iry of tlle p'oli~imi l 
scene, 1h.e various trends and the clep.th srf 
oppesjrion ta war preparations among (he 
different streams of s.oci.et¥. 

From the S'l ~rt we w~1t1 out broadly, ta 
mee1ings and in the streets am<:mg the 
radiea1 y0uth. students. pf.PfesswnalsJ in­
tell~iu~1~. lht clergy, indeJJendent peace 
groups, the Al.lernarive Li~t (a VijSI net­
work ati~ed wtth the 6 ree,nS)amf1iurkish 
/Kuraisll gre ups. A lot of p,eQpJ~· rro.m, 
Lh~e dffferem quarters really idemihed 
With 1he caJJ t'or the canference, its 
boldness and ~ense C'>f ut&eney,. and 
w9rkecl wjrh us ro make it happen, 

A number of groups ga'ie their en­
darsem~f\L; net, however, without c~itkal 
examination aod s Lruggle. 'Phi$ was 
definitely the case at a meeting ef ASTA 
(the Sllldent "gOll~mment) of FEei Wniver.,.. 
sit.y. Afterbefogdismisscdas1boing not so 
relevarn by a couple of members - I'm 
sure 1hey had political reasens fer wam­
ing J.O lirnil pur "r~l~vance'' - we con­
tinued to suuggle off to the side wiDh 'One 
guy who was intt:rested. He then demand­
ed 3.ll interruption in Lhe agenda and: 
spoke to everyone about the conference. 
urging support. Discussion ()r:(jke ant. 
followed by a vote. 

Tha l at1erneon we added ASTA, F. U. 
ro 1hc Jist of·endorsemen!s w hich iaclud­
i:d: Bauch laden, .an ani$t collecliv~ (West 
Bel'lin)' KomiteS' zur UnrerstOtzung de 
Alltaglrc~en Widcmandes in den Ber-

liner Kn!isten.(ap(;?litioal Rrisonel"'SUPP,Ort 
group); Friedi!ns (Peace) lriitfar.ive (~~In); 
Elne G111:1~pe ftir. Bildung einer anai'ell'iS; 
fiscflen Konl't~-~eta1i211 {'CJ gr~up f.er 
buildingananar1ehist confedsra1ion from 
Munich); and Fig/iTIJAc'/f, 

lndf.vidpalstal(o ·e 11 C:lots~cJ. tlie ~ll, in­
cluding twe who weuld.speak at tJ:le oon­
ferenaes in tneircities;iMlahael Kaiser of 
the G reens ii) 1<~111 '~r:td ReverenfJ Man­
fried Baumann ef West !J~lin. 

We met~ wri.ler from Lhe W1:S. and resr­
dent .of W est a~r.lin fer. t~n ye:ar:~ . Mitefl 
Cohen•, editer and translat,f~r ef ~ fasci­
nating cdlleotion o'f poetry and pi:ose 
f.r<1>m both si:des.,of ll1e w.a:ll, IJBR/L!4N: 
Qomem/)o(ar..y IM11it{frgsJr<>m .:East and 
West. Aside from his 0wn entJor-sement 
he put 1JS> in eonract witn aneJlier w~iufr 
and made t·ime te' struggle ·with some 
leadeis of the ~lte:r<narfve List~tosupport 
and spea~ ar. the o.onference. 1Ea~lie~,, one 
of thesel~aders H>!tl IJ.S he was inrcrC$ted , 
!hat llhe A'L i tself was 1in the process af 
summing up Bonn (the 2) st). and· djstuss­
ing f.utuii~' pJ~ns. ' iQur. .bid priogr.a·mme is 
0b.solete, '' he put It. But the charactel'f of 
ihe conference, 'the rigor.o:us discussion 
tailed fo~ among 1he dlf(eren{ forces, \vas 
~tremel:y, canlro.ve~siaJ and whether to 
support it or not was qµite;an issue. Nn 
Han;ib.ui;g1; fof ipsJ·ance, t_he revfs)ii>n1sts 
united te ac,tively ,oppa'S:e it.) 

Out can. •. however, cau,.gf1t the interest 
af!d enthusiasm of a lo.t of the AL.! grass­
.recr.s at an AL-spofisored f~wm. called 
"Euroshima and 0 ren!(da/ 1 There the 
p:ane'I made a brief anneuneement .of t,fte 
c<:>n:ferenee. l\nd as pec:!ple wen.i ou1 of 
the .ituditorium! ~hasc or us building the 
·con ference agfta.r.ecl in 0erman (by· a · 
youth ~r.om 'if1u11ke.t~ and Bng!ish'.. A 
crowd .. gather~d t.o 1alk te us, talCe leaflets 
and dcmati: money. , 

With the oqti.ntt:lown onlays, 1hc rA TIF 
.centc;r becamea hectic ne&t of l}otivity and 
excitement. Tlfe cenf:erenae became i}te 
topie of ti iscussfon among che woi;kers: ~s 
m0reof them jorne_d us in our mad daslles' 
around the dty rn lea'fJet, poster,, a1tend 
mceliog,s, goJQ'n~spap,~r o~f.ic.es, pr.inf!:. 
ers ... ere. 

We leafleted every, major ·spot where 
masifos could '.be found, l·he universities. 
subway slpps, vne l'UPldsh Bazaar, rhe 
fleamllrkel's ancl the aaf°& and Kniper,s 

whe(e the yoµth h~ng out. AL a bJrsy 
middle,olass shopping area \V,e unY'~i1cdr a 
ne.wl}l ~eqpire~ We<lP'.en, a beaL~p. o1~ 
meg<!ph~ne ~it' sure worke4 good) C}nd 
ptoeeedea rte crack apen tile superffoi~I 
Xma'S rQutin.~. Ai.~ '.Sh0,p~tr§ g~th:ereq 
amu_nc:f che }'.~~ 'f.rem Tut:ke~ spe_a-f.:,~n~, 
a 1c1;>p, appea:l'.ad and launched into a 
HH:l!!r-fi\. S_(;)me'G'~man·yeuJh c;erif..ronJ­
ed him, eallingJ1im a ': dog>\..Qf 11he s~te" 
(~)We coniinued until;a poli<re,v.al'I pullea 
up - tfrffe 10 ,me.~e; e n - w~ llof?p~C:I a 
su~w~ and p.(;lf?Q.ed up in anq,rher l}rca tQ 
·canry en. 

bater i"' tille ev.erfing. we vrsft~tt:·a puo i)1 
Kreuzbur.g where a lot of •radieal youth 
and A utonomen hang out. Alread¥ the 
conferen~e tta'c1 become a ques.!fon 
amqtfg fhcs~ pe~!i'ple, many of ,whom ~v,e 
had met in derncmstr;atfons, squats and 
meetings . .A:fler sp'eal<ing· to .t~vefy,one 
from rile mlc!CI~ 0J th] '1]!00,r we so90 
fauna ou11selves emBrofled in cf]sc;w;slons. 
at erow'<:led rabies. 't6.utonca limb'' in ·vtie 
s.ense o.f )?ein~ ah~d of th·e ll'lainstream 
and under a lot o'f heat fr.om the stale, the 

·ques.~ion ·Qf tlie road fo!'Ward fs_ pressing, 
fon lei ot th«;se _Y.auch. l1~eit«~iews and 
expe11ienc:e ·woutd berindispcnsa~Je to (he 
.oenfoFeitcc. 

IL papp'Cff!!d In ~et I in Oh the 11th ·Of. 
E>eceniber. iJ1h~ c;an·rerence was, in 1mJ· 
·opiofon, an u11pre~cdented,~gather.i11g· in· 
1irs [>'c:>litkal and imer.narian·at charaater. 
About '1odpeople attended, almost one­
hal~ ©tr.mans (squaHer~. A 1,t011t'1net1~ 
p\lnks, ,i11~ellt;"QCUalsnu1.cj ;c\L·SuJllp'(>rrers). 
if!~ 0ther: haff 1 Qrolelaliians: a f aJI ages 
from i?urf(ey,, men and'women.~nd so.me 
<Cen~irigenl !JlillT(bers. 

The pregram got •unde11w~.y . opcn'ing 
wiLh a,presentarion by the ROP, t:clllO.wed 
by, P"(Jrriwn . Tthe Re,yeren:cl Man'f~ied 
Baumann walkc(!l oin r~om the Sn<i)\ Y,, Slill 
in his ch:ric;al outfit, and 'spoke lo the 
ques'tiOfl,S at tta.,1il w.it b referei:tq!S, to Mar­
tin Luther and rdlat.in'g ex;perie11e:;es fcrem 
a teoent trqp Lo·Central Ameriea. -He·was 
feJlowed b;y a sumri!$e amrcasance anil 
pre.~elftarien b_y jl repr-esentative o.f the 
dcmooratk organizatlen led ·bN- rhc Pe(U· 
~ian Gomm1mi~t Patt}' {a.k.~'. S~npere 
Lumin:oso)1 liqgeth·er., ohese speeGhes 
gi~en In various o6tnbrnations of Four 
tttfcfetent la ng1,1ijges,. Germ~ri·, Turk.ish, 
SP.IU1ish and E_nglish, s:et the- teems re~ 

·- ·. 

A poster for the'conferencfe. 

lrour.s ef liyelY, disous~lon. Here ar:e.seme 
ofl the 1blgJlligl'its:· 

.m~bate imme'illia1ely·ensue:d.'aiiouM lfte 
nature ~j the S9vfet Union a_nd 1the• War­
saw. Pact whiuh mosl df 11)e speakers con­
sidered to be f'e.oi'al-impenalis~. This was 
f0n~fl'lV~r$ialtro ~Yr;l'h'"i! lea~l. 0n~ 11.~r-S'en 
111 the audience ·spoke in staunch defense 
0.fstthe l!.l.SsR~as soeialist·and-0n1 t h~ctere-n­
siv~ ·ag§ih~t l!J.S. aggr~1·9n . tAwarrray Qt 
drffe11em views ~vere ,aired as tt\e di~cus­
sron ae.velopea~ touc~ing,on the fot;eign­
f2~1icy and ~'C:9,llO'miG ha-se· gf the_ l{SSR 
v.is-a-iV!s N'ATd', ~f&1lanls1an , 'Poland, 
Bl Salvador, ©r.enada and lhe preseiH 

. m(~~j 1e· f~ce"o'ff. 
LateF1 a question was posed by.1a sup­

porter of the Ab, .a' w.<:>m.an irn·cr (r;<:>rit!\Pe 
.blockader1duri·ng rhe ' 'h-oraummn." She 
agreed the pEesent world Slttiafion need:S 
some fuh<:tam~ntal.cih;!nge, bl.lt \vhy were 
.tlfe 'Spea:kers ralkiflg so mueh ~about 
revolutia n, somecniqg •unrealistic? £lie: 
w.eoll on to disc.uss t.11e-cr,O.ssrbad,s faeing. 
ll)e movement an.¢ h'ow 'she felt pe_acc 
' c;>rganizing, and direct action on a com-
munity level should devel0p,. 'finis spark­
'cd diseijssion~over ttfe deyelopihg,1w0~ld 
·Situation.' <ind jus1 ,what is feallsd~ and 
possible. A 15..y.ear;..old sr.udent sai(l the: 
b,eli~ved tevoJUtlop is the o nly way· fon" 
ward. b,ut people arc so 'b.rainwashed1 

howocan we chan~e their. minds? H.e PJll 
'OUL rHte idea Of \vor.~ing in the \fade 
unionS\ta educate the w,or-ker.s, especially 
ab·out- th~ ,history 0~ th~ Bas I I '!test Q~O­
f}iot. G>ne·.of .the~A uto,.tt'Omefl maved' for­
'!Vard and sh9t back that peopfo areund 
the world were already making re,veli.J­
lion witho'Ut half such cdlrcatio)l, that 
this wasn"i the level on whldh 1to1w0rk. 

1Ilhc bac..k-and-fort>h' reallyi ~ook oftr·in1 
r-apid-flre (Jerman, ·\vith· dit:ferent peaplc 
waving 1:heir hands to geD ~ tunn to·speak. 
A pr.oletar.ian from "F.ur:ke.¥. j'ust Cired1 

:from an al1lo plahL, Jumped hue i ~. iex,­
p0shrg 1he· role of rhe trade unidns rand 
their Soa-ial-9bmocratio leadetsh'lp_. 1'1he 
R,.€ 1? pancllst we1n inta tt\e qµes.tiQn of 
ttie srra1rfic,ati0n of the workirig· class in 
the imperialist countries-and 1ioiotcd .o.ut 
tf1.e ~stra:tegje 1r0Je"l'or th~ iinmigFan.t pi:o­
lctarhms fi·om 'fudtey as a 'force: 'for 
re.V(\)"lution right In West O'erJ'T:ta(l.y. 

.M one ROfrlt a ~ou1h frem Tur.key, 
'OOntinoeQ O'fl J)l!gc IS 
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' ,, 
... A l:oya1 Je\Ylsh 

Pait 111: 

Ulster In A 

·. 

Tan/rs Into P~ 
owshares? o 

n a Zion/st lrlbb --
utz In lhe 1920' s. 

The Jo/lowing article is part lhree in 
ow series ''Fort Apache, 'The Mideas1. · · 

.Part one appflored 'in RW No. 237., onl./ 
port 11vo in R W No. 238. 

As the lsr:aeli blitz rolled through 
Lebanon, and later during the Batde of 
Beirut, many'posited the existence of two 
Israels to explain what was happening. 
There was che !;lad Israel of Menachem 
Begin and A:mel Sharon, and ~he good 
Israel of Shimon Peres, Moshe Dayan, 
Golda Meir and David Ben-Gurion. 
There was the.oad Israel of the West Bank 
fanatics, and thegood Israel ofthecheer­
f uJ spirit of the spcialist kibbutzim. The 
bad white phosphorus, che good citrus 
pJants. The Lebanese infemo vs. the 
dream in the deserit. 

But there is a history that led to Sabia 
and Shatila, there is a dynamic to 30 years 
of Labor Party rule and 50 years of settle­
ment before it, there are some roots to the 
cluster bombs that bloomed in the desert 
of Lebanon and these have 10 be dug up 
and examin~. The thesis of the 1wo 
l sFaels has to be set against the real 
history or t·he Zionist movement. 

To grasp the dynamics at work in the 
Middle East, some knowledge of the Ot­
toman Empire and the imperialist con­
mcts of the 19th and 20th centuries are 
more useful than exegesis of Old Testa­
ment geogr.aphy or rci(ings of relative 
degrees of •oppr~sion . Beginning, in the 
mid-15th century the area now compris­
ing Syria, bebanon, Israel (Palestine) and 
Jordan was ruled by the Ouoman Em­
pire, based in Turkey. The Ouoman 
bureaucracy exacted tribute from the 

s . 
ea Of Hostt• 

feudal loras a~ the reg.ion and played the 
numerous ethnic groups o~ ttfe area pff 
against each other. But in the 19th cen­
tury the empire fell under severe pressure 
from the more dynamic grear powers of 
Europe. Britain dominated ~gyp1, the 
Frendh the Mahgreb (North Africa) and 
the Russians , A>fgllanistan,· while Tur.key 
decayed and went into· in~~pportable 
debt to the European powers. The empire 
tried 10 cope, with some success, by 
allowing som·e penetration by each rival 
power in the hope that they would offset 
one another and (hus «llow .. thesick man 
of 6uropcf • to hang on. 

One form this took was tolerating or 
even encouraging, within Umits, cerrain 
settlements directly tied to those powers. 
The Russians made use of a Russian Or­
thodox settfement and missionaries, the 
French cuhivated their Lies to the 
Maronite Carholics of Lebanon, and Bri­
tain,, as far back as 1857, trieo co en­
courage J,ewlsh emigrarfon to Palestine 
under thc'Crown's aegis. While this latter 
attempt failed (the Russian Jews .. at that 
point overwhelmingly pinned their hopes 
10 thf huge upsurge of the antifeudal 
reform movement then sweeping Russia), 
conditions were riper some years later in 
t·hc wake of vieious pogrnms and a 
general period of reaction in RusS'ia, 
when Theodor Herzl pr'<;>ges-ed his 
scheme for Zionist settlement. 

Herzl from the beginnfog aimed 10 join 
the millenralisl aspirations of the Jewis)l 
peasants and artisans of Russia and 

•e Arabs'' 

Poland to the great-power interests of 
whichever imperialist would take him up. 
He was quite explicit, for instance, in ad­
dressing the 011oman bureaucracy: 

~• 1r His Majesty.the Sultan were to give 
up Palestine, we could undertake to 
regulate Turkey's financ_$$. Fo r Europe, 
we would co_nstitute a bulwark against 
Asia down there, we would be the ad­
van·ce post of civili~Li9n against bar­
barism. As a neutral scale, we would re­
main in constan.t touch with all of 
Eurnpe, which would .guarantee our ex­
istence" (Herz.l, cited in Maxime Rodin­
son, Israel: A Col0tiial-Se11/er State? 
(New York: Monad Press, 1973J, p. 43; 
see also, Theodor Herzl, The Jewish 
State). 

Basically Herzl was .calling for a Fort 
A:pache, Palestine :-an outpost lo be used 
against tlie people native to the area. Far 
from "never having considered the Pales­
tinians," as some modem apologists sum 
it up, Herzl (and those who followed) 
clearly understood their selling point to be 
the subjugation of the Arab masses. 
~Hcrtzl1 also very cxpllcitl¥ posed Zionism 
in opposition to the revolutiona~y 
movements then drawing in increasing 
numbers of Jews In Eastern and Central 
Europe; at an 1898 meeting with the Kai­
ser, Herzl wrote, "I explained 1ha1 we 



were cak.ing lhe Jews away from the revo­
LuLionary parlies." Brenner, Zionism In 
rhe Age of the Diatator.s, [Wescpon, 
Conn.: Hill & Wang. 1 9.8~]. p. 5') 

Bu1 Herzl could noi marshall serious 
suppon for his plan and emigration con­
tinued at a Lrickle during the early 
decades of rhe 20th century. The Yishuv 
(i.e., the. Jewish settlement) &rew from a 
peak of 12,000 non-Zionisl indigenyous 
Jews in 1860 to 58,000 by 1919. At thac 
point 700,000 PaJestinian Arabs resided 
in Palestine. Tl wa5 only rhe vagaries ef 
World War l whichgaveany reaJ flesh to 
Herzl's dream, in the form of lhe Balfour 
Declaration •of November 2, 1917. 

The Balfour Declaration <!Ommitted 
Brirain to "facilitaling" the "esrablish­
ment of a nacional home for che Jewish 
people" in Palestine. Pubficly expressing 
assuran~es that Arab rcights. would n~t be 
violared, Balfour was more frank in his 
private correspondence: "The four grear 
powers are eommitted to Zionism, and 
Zionism, be it right or wrong, good or 
bad, is rooted in age-long tradition, in 
presenr needs, in fuiure hopes, of far pro­
founder import than the desires and pre­
judices of the 700,000 Arabs who now in­
habir that ancient land'' (Cited in The 
Fateful Triangle, Chomsky, p. 90). 

The De<:laration ·Was very clearly 11ie 
product of Brirish imperiaJis1 consider&­
tions. The Ouoman regime was collaps­
ing and by early 1916 France and Britain 
had already drawn up the secrei Sykes­
Picot agreement on spheres of inOuenqe 
in the iu:ea. With1 France da minanr in 
Syria and Lebanon, and hoping 10 grab 
up PaJestine as well, Britain wanted to 
s1rengLhen lhe Yishuv and more tightly tie 
it to British interests. 

The Zionists could act as a counter­
weight not only against Br,ilain's French 
rivals, but also against the Arab na­
rionaJist forces which Britain had been 
obliged to partiaJly unleash and support 
againsr the.Turks. The Zionist encroach­
ment would form, in the words of Sir 
Ronald Storrs, ~he firsr milirary go'v'.ernor 
of Jerusalem, "a little loyal Jewish Uls1er 
in a sea of potentially hostile Arabism" 
(Brenner, p. 95). 

Further, the Declaralion came 001 less 
than a week before the Bolsheviks seized 
pewer In Russia. At that point the 811itish 
were working feverishly to prop up 
Kerensky in hopes of .. rehabilitating" 
Russia as a reliable war ally; to that end 
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the promise of a Jewish homeland was 
seen as a crumb with which ro win over 
the masses Qf Rusliian Jews. These JQ;ws 
had been, to pul it mildly, unenthusiastic 
about the war frbm its very starr and 
many at thal point were shifting over lO 
the Bolshevik side; now it was hoped that 
they'd see some stake in an Allied victory. 
By and la!ige things didn.'1 work out rhat 
way. 

Beginning in che I 920s 1he scale o~ land 
purchases conducred by rhe Jewish Na­
lional Fund and the establishment of in· 
dustry, which by their charters employ 
only Jews (and 'Vhich•comp,eted with and 
ruined many local ar,tisans)1 led to ,con­
nio1 and srruggle between the Zionists 
and the Palestinians. Immigration con­
tinued with Bri ti.~h support through the 
'20s bu1 by 1931 Jews made up I 80'/o of 
the population of Palestjne. Wit:h the rise 
·of l·fo ler, how.ever, emigration 'from 
Europe took off, with 165,000 Jews com­
ing to Palestine from 1933 to I 935, rais­
ing the percentage of Jews to 28% and 

\ 

mo.re than doubling the absolute number 
of rhe Jewish population. 

The 'Balestinians now. found them­
selves inci:easingly disp·ossessed in what 
had been their own land, and in 1936 al-
1empted a massive general strike. When 
1he strike was decisiyely Qrpkcn, armed 
bands under the influence of Jzz ad-Din 
al-~assen:i (a Palesrinian leader killed in 
la1e I 935 by Great Bllitaih) launched an 
armed revolt in rhe hills of Palestine. l1he 
Arab Revolt lasted three years before it 
was finally crushed by the Brirish, with 
some 1.9,000 Palestinian casualties . 
Scores were hanged b)) Bi;itish militar}l' 
tribunals. In th'e course of the rebellion 
the British relied on and streng1 hened che 
Zionist paramilitary forces. The military 
correspondent for the Hebrew newspaper 
HtJ 'aretz wrole on April 15, 1966 chat: 

" ... with re5pect to lhe events of 1936, it 
seems Lo us that had lhey not happened in 

Continued on page I 0 
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Ivan and Anya and Jim and Sally or. : . 
~at a L.o·ok at the Clock will Tell Yiaru 

Just suppose with us for a moment that 
an everyday, average American president 
named Ron found himself face to face 
~ith a common, ordinarv Soviet chair­
man Of the t:entral Commiltl!e named 
Yuri. Suppose 1hcy had met in. oh, say, 
an average everyday hardened under­
gl'.ound cemmanQ bunker. Jus1 say. And 
there were ne horrd~,oC press and live TV 
being beamc.'d: via sateUire 10 oh, say, 
Europe jusr in time for the evening news, 
to bar the two from gelling acquainted 
and speaking from their heans. 

Would they 1hen feel frt.-e 10 su down 
and compare notes on their hobbies, 
what 1hey want fortheirchildrcn, and the 
problem of making ends meet? Would 
1hcir common interests and dreams 1hen 
cross all borders? 

(J.\101 likely.) 
Often prone to speeches abou1 a wodd 

1hat is not ruled by fear, a world 1ha1 is 
not ruled by violence, what they each 
most deeply wan1 and need is a world not 
ruled by the other. 

Average, everyday Ron might say: 
"Gee, Yuri. why is iL that so many peo­

ple seem 10 feel. well, unsqje on accoum 
of us? After we deployed all Lhose Per­
shings and cruises, I thought the world 
was as safe as th.e corner bank." 

And common, oi:dinary uri might 
answer: 

"I don't know, tevarichl I 1hough1 we 
had assured the tranquility of the planet 
when you forced us to deploy a couple 
hundred more SS-20s. J know the under­
developed nations and national liberation 
movements. felt really secure after we 
launched our new nuclear-capable sub­
marine that's only slightly larger than 
Philadelphfa." 

''One problem, Yuri, is that j)eople 
don't seem convinced tha1, when all is 
&aid and done, peace is in our hearts." 

"Heavens, why not? 11 Yuri asks. 
'•Beats me,•· Ron c;ays. •'Anyway now 

1hat we're alone - just you, me, and our 
20.000 nuclear warheads - maybe we 
can level with each other. How come all 
those people sneered when we Americans 
reduced our nuclear stockpile 10 its lowesL 
le\•el in 25 years?" 

"Perhaps," Yuri offers, "everyone 
knows that with all these new we~pens. 
¥OU can make war better wllh fewer. 
What gets me is why all these ~eoplc guf­
fawed when we Soviets vowed never te 
use nuclear weapons (irst?" 

Fort Apache 
Continued from p~e 9 

the manner and at the time in which rhey 
did in fact occur~ it is doubtful that 'he 
Jewisn cornm1,1nity ~euld have waged a 
war for independence eight years later. 
The Jewish community emerged from 
1 hcse dangerous J 936 events in a st ~ongcr 
position as a result of 1he strong suppon 
it received from rhe British government 
and army in Palestine. 

"The I 936 events actually involved a 
confrontation between two national 
movements, but the Arabs made the 
mistake of concentrating their atcacks on 
1he British government and arm~ .... 
l1his confrontation with ~he British (and 
not with rh~ Jews) caused the demuc1ion 
of Arab military strength in Pales1ine, 
and was responsible for the partfal 
elimination of Arab leadership in 1he 
country. After about three years of un­
equaJ warfare, Arab military power was 
destroyed~ during this same period, 
however', the Jews, protected by the 
British, succeeded in building up their 
own strengLh .. ,. British reprisals 
against the Arab armed groups and 
against the Arab p0pula1ion were much 
more severe than 1h0se against Jewish 
clandestine organiza1ions a fc:w years 
later .. (Cited in Robinson, pp. 1'}-2b). 

Thui; the British helped forge the 
Haganah while decimating the Palesti· 
nian resistance. But soon thereafter, 
Bri1ish and Zionist inrcrests clashed. 
(Some use 1h~ conflict to say that Israel 

"On, I understand that completely. 
It 's obvious 1ha1 without nukes the battle 
in Europe could go your way faster than 
it takes to \\histlc 'l'm Sinin' On Top Of 
The World.' Promises, promises, like pie 
crust - made to be broken as the old 
Russian proverb goes. Now, w.hal I'd like 
te hear from you is an answer on all those 
tensioJHeducing measures .J,called tor on 
rclevisi~m the other nighl. " 

··such as? '' 
"Such as you taking y0ur missiles 

a\\!ay from 1he Syrians and ceasing 10 fue l 
regional connic1s and exporting 

violence.'' 
"El Salvador!" 
"Poland I" 
"Chile!" 
''Afghanistan I" 
"007!" 
"00i7!'' 
"Lcban0n!'' 
"Leban0nl" 
"Ah, Rpn, we're beth s0 similar ... '' 
1'And yet so fundamenrally opp0sed. 

Yuri, let's talk turkey. Our working rela­
tionship is not what h should be. I'm sure 
you feel the same way. This has _got 10 oe 

Thank you, Mr. Reagan! 
''Our challenge is peac:efuJ. It will bring out the besL in us. It also 
calls for rhe best in the Soviet Union. We do not threaten' the 
Sovie1 Union. Freedom poses no threat: ii is the language of pro­
gress. 

We proved this }5 years ago. when we haCl a monopoly on 
nuclear weapons and could have tried to dominate the world. 
but wedidn't. Instead, we used our power to write a new chapter 
in the history of mankind." 

"Cottld not possibly be a se11ler state or 
genda11me for the British, since it found 
icself in sharp conflict with England; 
others go se far as te claim .that Zionism 
was a national liberMion movement 
againsl the British I This convenient'ly ig­
nores an almos1 universal panern in 
which se11kr states eventually come imo 
conflict with the Mother Country: 
witness the Boer War, Ian Smi1h 's 
Unilateral Declaration of lndependence, 
the actions of rhe die-hard piecf-noirs 
against De Gaulle, etc. (fl also ignores 
U.S. backing of Zionism to advance 
American interes1s \iis-a-vis Britain in the 
post-war pc11i0d.) Hav,ing &01.<Aned the 
Arab Revolt in blood, the British were a1 
the same time forced to grant some oon­
cessionc; to Arab national sentimcn1s, 
both to head off another revolt develop­
ing while Britain was direct.ly locked in 
combat with Germany and to counter 
budding German relations with anti­
Brilish Arabs. Hence Bri1ain issued a 
White Paper limiring further Zionist 
emigration to Palestirte 10 75,0.00. 

l1be Zionist~ were enraged, The I,rgun 
- the extreme rlgh1-wing Zionis1 military 
group later' to be led by Menaehem Begin 
- reacted by murdering 27 Arabs who 
were eelcbrating 1hc White Paper. The 
goal of an autonomous Jewish state in 
PaJes1ine, hilherto unspok~n by the 
mainstream Zionis1s, 10ok hold, even· 
tually culminating in the Biltmore 
Resolution of 1942. In 1944 what the 

Zionists would today label "terrorist at­
tacks" if done QY the PLO were launched 
against Br.itish installations and I reops 
and Aral:) citizens by boi'h the tabor 
military arms (the Ha~anah and the 
Palmach) and the 14 revisionist" lrgun. 

Much is made of the fao1 that the 
British limited emigration just as 1he war 
was approaching and with the Nazi 
regime growing ever more brutal towards 
German Jews. The Kristd/lnac/11 pogrom 
erupted in 19.38 and shortly thereafter 
Hitler finally outlawed the Zioni!lts and 
ended emigratiojl from Germany to 
Palestine. ,(lfhe Zioni.!il record vis-A-vis 
the Nazis will lfe dealt with next week.) 
But the Zibnis s wei'c not so mllch con­
cerned Wilh 1he conrinued ability of Ger­
man Jews to flee as they were with where 
those Jews would go; hence no demahd 
was raised for immigration 10 be allowed 
to Britain itself, for example. 

But while the war was waged against 
the Third Reich, it was the British Empire 
which \Y.a s broken apart and the 
American Centuw which picked up the 
pieces. A we11kehed Britain was con­
fronted by tLS. ohallen~cs in ~1lm0st 
evc(y, l'ormer sphere of innucncc, and by 
an overall ehaJJengc in which the U.S. 
claimed unrivaled hegemony over the im­
perialist powers in 1010. In Palestine the 
U.S. backetl the Zionists while 1he 
British, trying to hold on, threw their sup­
port to certain Arab forces in 1he first 
year or so following the war. 

settled. You push here, we deploy there, 
you calJ it coumcrmeasures, we call it 
deterrence, you call it potato, we call it 
potata. ditdadadida, dat aada da 
da ... As Henry likes to say, it 'II be a con­
tinuation of politics by other means. 

•'Clausewitz, Clausewitz said that. 1' 
1 'Tne·n we iunderstahd eatth 0ther. '' 
''G0mpletely·." 

Editor's note: Any resembl.ance in 1he 
foregeing dialogue to recent speeches by 
Ronald Reagan is purely coincidental. 

0 

The U.S. aided the Zionists in a 
number of ways, not the leas1 of which 
was their handling,<)f the refugees from 
the ·eonaentralion oamps, the U>isplaccd 
Persons (DPs)1 While legislation was 
passed waiving U.S. immigra1ion quotas 
for refugees from the "Soviet­
dominated" Bailie stares, 1he DPs were 
forced to stay in refugee camps. Mean­
while, Haganall officers entered those 
Ca.mps to carry out training and drilling of 
the refugees - a charge routinely hurled 
by the Israelis 1oday 10 explain why terror 
must be unleashed against Rolestiniar1 
camps. In 1946 Truman used the scan­
d,aJous conditions in these same camps to 
press lhe British to allow-an ex fr a l'Q0.000 
Jews into Palesline, and the U.S. began 
to support effons to "smuggle'" DPs into 
Palestine. 

In 1947 the U.S. oversa\V the UN vote 
which created the State of Israel and 
made official the British exit from rhe 
scene. The resolution partitioned 
Palestine in such a way as to create a 
"Jewish stale'' within it or 500,000 Jews 
and 450,000 Palestinians, ·and .ger· 
r"¥mandered it· te give tile Je\'lish state t11e 
m0st productive land (including the .b.cst 
of the coastal land~. 

There was no way 1ha11he Palestinians 
would go along with I his, and on the an­
nouncement or the partition the.y launch­
ed a general strike. Sporadic armed strug­
gle between 1he Palestinians and the 

Continued on page I 4 
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You've Lived The Reality. • • 
No~ the Book! 

"This is a provocative reinterpretation of 
Mm and Lenin from a viewpoint opposed 
to capitalism and imperialism amt also 
opposed to what it calls the 'social­
imperialism' of the Soviet Union. It is 
therefore worth reading as an unusual point 
of view, rigorously presented.'' 

. -Boward Zinn 
Professor of Political Science, Boston University 

author of A People's History of tire un;red States 

"From a theoretical persp~tive, the chief 
significance of this book is the way it 
develops Marxis• political economy in the 
light of Lenin's ana1¥sis of imperialism. It 
argues that the laws of capitalisl 
accumulation now operate at the level of the 
world as a whole, inchuling both East and 
West. The problems of individual co.notries 
must therefore be seen in the context of the 
world system. This is an important argument 
and it is developed here not only with 
scholarly care but also with an eye to the 
guidance it provides for political action." 

-Edward NeU 
Professor of Economic.s, 

Graduate Faculty al the New School for Social Research 
author of Growth, Profits and Property 

America in Decline is a multivolume study 
·of the origins and impJica~ions of the 
contemporary crisis of worild capitalism. 

This work breaks new ground and offers fresh 
insights into the nature ancl history of 
monopoly capitalism. Its theoretical pofnt of 
departure is the integrating and determining 
role of the world imperialist economy. The 
structures and trends of particuJar national 
economies can only be understood in light of 
a world dynamic. Indeed, the contradictions, 
tensions, and conflicts to which imperialism 
gives rise must ultimately - and can only 
under this system - be resolved through the 
forcible recasti~g of internatie,nal relations, 
that is, through world war. At the same time, 
revolutionary upheav.als are inextricablY: 
bound up with and profoundly int1uenee tltis 
world dynamic. America in Decline 
represents a remarkable defense and the fust 
significant de.epening of Lenin's theory of 
imperialism. 

Volume 1 contains three introductory studies. 
The first chapter lays the theoretical 
foundation for the work as a whole and sets 
forth its principal theses. The second chapter 
surveys the rise and ascendance of U.S. 
imperialism, emphasizing those factors which 
would play a crucial part in the bolstering 
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Anlerica iri 
An Analysis D 1 • 

ef the Develgpments e c ·I.Ile 
Toward War. and R~v£)lutienr · · 

in the U.S. an:d W0rlclwidejn the 1980s. 

Raym.@nd Lotta with Frank Shannon Vol. I 

and unraveling of its international position fa 
the years after 1945. The third chapteJ 
subjects the received tradition of Comintern 
crisis theory to blistering criticism. 

Amelica in Decline is an immenself 
important and timely work. Three decades of 
the greatest growth in the history ·'Of 
'Capitalism have n0w led t0 a crisis o·fr massive 
proportions and brought the world to the 
precipice of the most destructive war in 
human history. America in Decline combines 
a mastery of materiaJ with a sense of 
urgency. Marxism here is presented and 
applied with rigor and with vision. No one 
wishing to understand the causes and 
dimensions of the world crisis of the 1980s 
and the potential that it holds for 
revolutionary transformation can afford tp 
overlook this work . 

America in 
D~ecline Vol. 1 
An Anal~sls of the De.vefogrri_er:i.ts 
T0wand M.Jar ana Revol~tion, in 
the U.81 ans WorldW.ide, In t'1le 1.980s. 

Raymond Lotta 
·with Frank Shannon 

278 pp. 
$21.95 Cloth (now available) 
Include $1.00 postage 
Order from Banner Press 
P.Q. Box 6469 
ChicagoJ Illinois 60680 
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'Why 
Shouldn, 
We Shoot 

You?'' 

Continued from page 4 

Bob Avakian: I learned tba1 ... 
B,arry Far(J.eT;: Hold it! H9ld it l I want y.ou co tell me ~bout it once we 

reconvene. 

(Station Break) 

BobAvokiam .. . But let'sgo back to the thing we were talking about earlier, 
~he question 0f jail, You se~. cwo)hings. First of all, as far as Israel goes 
generally. let's make clear our p0sition: we are against any form of'oppressfon 
of any people by capitalism orimperialism, including of course the Jewish peo­
ple throughout Europe and ocher pans of the world. Bm - who set up Israel? 
The people who instigated the Zionist movement and who set up Israel were 
Ji)eople who callaboratcd wirtl ~II .the vat:ious reaccionacy forces in l'he wodd, 
British imperialism, U.S. imp·erialism, even the 'Oermari Naiis, in order to gel 
1hat so-called hoiheland. And the head of Israel, Begin, is a member and leader 
of one of these terrorist gangs that drove the Palestinians out. 

And let's go back to this question of jail. The reason that I think you are 
naive is that ff you really believe - I was in jail, yes, for just thirty days, and 
I've talked to pe.qple who have .been in jail a lot !longer ... 

Barry Forber; That was an American jail? 
Bob Avakian: Yeah, that's right. They only murder you there and then say 

it's freedom, so it's better than if they murder you there and don't say it's 
freedom, l suppose. When I was in jail, I was naive to a certain degree. I talked 
to many people in there and ! said, '"Listen , these conditions are intolerabl~. 
The guards throw wa.ter on you at night, the·Y, brutaJlze ¥-OU f:or no reason. 
Doesn't this ever get investigated?" T1he guys in there said, "Qh yeah, they 
'Come in and investigate it a couple of times a year. They bring some big com­
mission in here. They clean up the \Yhole prison, everything is good for one 
day, and then they go right baek to the same thing as soon as the commission is 
gone." Y.ou have to be extremely naive - may.be you should spend some time 
in jail. Cast aside some of your iTlusions, take away all your authority as a com­
mentator, go in anonymously, and rhcn tell me . .. 

Barry Forber: When your Revolutionary Communist Pany takes over 
America, I'm sure I will spend a little time in jail. 

Bob Avakia11: But one thing that will be different, even if you did have to be 
in jail co be re-educated, you would w.ork,, scudy, and y:ou would net be 
timtalized, that's one thing. 'There's no need to brutalize people. 

Barry Farber. Pm going to be re-educated by you? 
Bob Avokian: You're going to be re-educated by the masses of people. You 

~now something that's going to be fun? I think we will let the people you've 
been auempting to mislead do that. You know what's going to be really in­
teresting·~ Nbt just you. because there are0~hers much mor~ vfoious and power­
ful than you - theCronkitesllnd all the rest of them. You know whar we're go­
ing to do with them? We're going to put them in front of poUtically aware 
workers and force them to read all this hackneyed ideological prostitution 
they've been putting out. 

Barry Farber: Lee's hear a little NBS news. 

(News Report) 

Barry Farber. Here is somebolly who cannot see a thin man beside a fat man 
without concluding that the fat man got that way at the expense of the thin 
man. Bob Avakian is a communist. He says that A,merica got pr<;>sperous 
enough to attract people from all over the wollli:;I because it milked the riches of 
countries like Braz.ii. and I'm saying hugger-mugger, its the opposite. Lf it 
weren't for American business, thousands of people in Thlrd World countries, 
instead of living in modem communities with clinics, schools, and libraries, 
would be)iving in grass huts fighting oU alligators. And they know it. 

Bob Avaklan:'Well, I would just say thi~: a eaP,italist flunkey.ts someone,w.ho 
.sees a vampire with blood 00 hfs teeth and another person"with fang ma11ks on 
flis neck but doesn't know the rela1ionship between the one and the other, 
which is what you just expressed. See, the resources and labor of the people in 
those countries is there. It's a fact. Let's take for example the vaunted energ¥ 
crisis that has hit this country and the world sin,c.e 1973-1914- What has happen­
ed In response to that'! The U.S. oil compani·es, and palit.ic~larly the banks, 
have made a killing, forcing the poor countries of the worJd into greater and 
greater debt, strangling them, forcing them to adopt so-called austerity 
measures in order to viciously exploit the people even worse. 

Barry Farber: You see, Bob .. . 
Bob Avakiam That's.your great challity. 
Barry Farber: No, Bob ... -
Bob Avokion: Where you rip off millions and then you drip a few pennies 

and say "See how chari1able we are." 
Barry Forber: Now Bob, a l9t of us suspect the oll companies, too, but you 

see here . . . 
Bob Avakian:· I didn't just say the oil cOmJ>,anies. I said the bat'1kli and lhe 

whole imperialist system. 
Barry Farber: Now look, get your fangs out of my throar. The difference 

between our democracy and other countries is that we have senators who in­
vescig1ue and repor1ers and newspapers and radio stations. 

Bob Avakian: Has anything ever ctiansed? NQ, it just gees worse. 
Barry Farber: Also, well, Mve you ever heard of a president named Nix:on? 
Bob Avakion: Yeah (laughs), I've heard of him. 
Barry Farber: Well, what happened to his fascist control over America if 

what you're .. . 

• 
Bob Avdkian: Nixon is just another ·represcncalive et' the capitaUst class, no 

beuer, no worse . .. 
Barry Farber: Then why couldn't he . . . 
Bob Avakian: ... t}ian Carter, Kei:medy and the rest of them. 
Barr:y Forber: Now wait a minute, if he controlled a dictato.rship, how did he 

let the press turn on him? · 
Bob Avakian: Wait, it isn't a personal dictatorship ... 
Barry Farber: How. why, did the press turn on him?· 
Bob Avakian: It is a dictatorship by olass and they got rid of him and there's a 

perfect example of your so-called democracy. Let's examine that and the role 
of the media. Watergate, I ,think you' ll have to agree, ,occurred - th'e break in 
- before the election, right? 

Barry Forber: Right. 
-. f!ob Avakian: And yet it was nothing. The media cooled it out, it was a minor 
incident and nothing happened. Nixon was overwhelmingly elected. Then, 
when squabbles within the ruling cl~s. in which g~ngsters always fall out 
among themselves, brewed up, then alJ of a sudden Watergate was revived and 
made•a big issue and H'te media chimea right In playing its role and it was just 
one seetion of the gangsters getting rid of another. What does that prove except 
that they're all gangsters. 

f!arry Farber: If gangsters fall out among themselves, does that explain why 
Chm.a auacked Viemam while Vietnam was attacking Cambodia, all the com-
munist coumr;ies. . . -

8ob Avakian: Yes, it Cioes. Yes, it explains·because~€hina, as y0u IC-now, has 
been lak~n over by people, even if you don'L agr~ with what Ntao did you 
know that it's run by people who also don' t agree with Mao and are no ~ore 
communists than you are. And Vietnam is also run bypeople who are flunkeys 
of Russia, in this case. And there's a lot of things we're going to be talking 
about Satur;day night, .because it is a cpfuplicated .w_011ld and y,ou can' l get•ovcr 
with just these little qu'ips that don' t i;eally relate ro whal's going'On. If people 
really wanL to know they should come to that meeting and gel on with this.• , 
Because yes, China's revolution has been turned around. That's why we were 
demonstrating against Deng Xiaoping and that's why we were -auacked, 
because \V.e were exposing that he was,obetraying Chin'a, dcliver-ing:iL in~o the 
hands ofi U.S. ,;mperiajis11:1. putting the Chinese people 1back to being coolie 
labor - which they're now doing openly - bringing bac~ prostitution, 
unemployment, inflation, all those glories of this country that you love, and in 
fact Jiningup China in the U.S. war bloc or attempting to, or talking about do­
ing se in:pr:eparation for World War 3. 

B,ar:r;y Forber: l.f yau-r communist cpuntrjes were s-9. great befm;eo· they got 
taken over by gangsters, wh)I did rhey need Iron Custains to keep theii; people 
in place? 

Bob Ava/don: What Iron Cunain? What are you t.alking about? 
Barry Farber: The Bamboo Curtain around Mao Tsetung's China, the Iron 

Culitain around Soviet Russia, the lr,~m Curtain around East Gcrnnany, the 
Iron Ouritain around ~ngary, RomllJlia, Bulgaria .. . 

Bob Avakion: Wait a minute. 'l'he U.S. ruling clas~ erected those in the first 
place. The U.S. rulingclass, when the Chinese Revolution succeeded, decided 
to back this Little tin-horn dictator, Chiang Kai-shek~, to whom it had given 
eight t'iillion dollars of aid, to try ro keep, the Chinese yeople in ensla"._Cment and 
stal"lation. They pretended for Y,ears that the island pr9vince of Taiwan was the 
government of Ohina« A-nd for year.s the U.S. tried to suffocate China 
economically. as well as~rried out aggression against it from Life air and the 
sea and by other means. And when chey were finally defeated in that and could 
no longer carry it out, then they finally ha.d to admit the Chinese peo(:>le had ac­
tually liberated themselves and that there really was a government on the 
malnl~nd, even though they didn't like it. That's who erected your so-called 
curtains! 

Barry Forber: Why should we not sho{>t you down in your tracks if you say 
that you are out to shoot us down in our rracks7 

Bob Avokion: Ther~s your so-called democracy right there. 
BarryPorber: No, I'm asking you. We didn't start it. You are the o,ne who 

started preaching violence. 
B'ob Avokion: People are being shot down every day '. Look at th!.$ Puerto 

Rican man, Luis Bfle:z, right here in New York City. They shot him down, 
reloaded their guns, and shot him again. People are being shot out here every 
day, and .ypu want ro say because I'm exposing that, because I tell people the 
only way to get rid of it is revolution, lhat I Should be shot. 

Barry Far:ber: No, because you said violeni::e .. . ' 
Bob AvaMian: That snows you are a mouthpiece ofthe ruling class-that is try­

ing to kill me by putting me in jail and then doing away with me. 
Barry Farber: The Communist Party, U.S.A. here preaches overthrow, but 

you preach violent overthrow. 
Bob Avokian: No, tlfey don' t pr~oh ovelithrow. They pr~ch working 

within the system and fl'eac.~fully changing things, anc(that's a sham and you 
know it ~ well as I do. 

Barry Forber: One simple question. If you say this is war and you advocate 
the violent overthrow of those who actually love this country and believe in it 
the way it is ... 

Bo'b Avakiq11: No, nQ, ofi1he government, the capitalists, the handful of ex­
ploiters. ¥ou're just someone who goes along with it and puts' out their word 
for them. 

Bprry Forber: Well, would you explain why our forces should not pay their 
lackeys to repress you if you indeed preach violent overthrow of us and wear 
buJlets around your neck lQ remind us,? 

Bob A)!akio111· 'J1hat'~ the same thing,as·sa¥ing thai a slavemasteii will naUJIC\l­
ly hang and kill a slave who goes out to rile up the other slaves. Millions of peo­
ple hate rhis system and are living a hell under it, ne matter what you may 
think, aod we're going out and riling them up, yes, to see the source of the pro­
blem and rise up to overthrow it. 

Barry. Fatb,er: Bob, a lot 'Of people are free to leave this countcy ,as ot'hers 
have come. 

Bob Avukion: Oh yes, if yoJl'Ve got plenty of money ro tra'vel, you're free to 
leave. What about the people who work and make the money that ethers live 
orr of? 

Barry Farber: I want to thank you for what you'd like to thank me for s ome· 
da¥. I think you have ~rovided us a little negative educational exam~lc and I 
thank you very much, 

Bob Avakia11: Well. it is negative for the capitalist system and' positive for the 
people and thank you. 

Barry Farber: Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist 
Par.ty. WMCA, New York. 0 

•This rofcrs 10 Bob Avnkian'!. major !ipffi!h in New York Chy on the I !179 ~pcol(lng1our - RIV. 
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Kissinger 
Continued from page I 
The lo1cnro/ reported that the 
Nicnraguan intelligem .. "e chief briefing 1he 
commi-;.tjon members .. used a large map 
filled wi1h red line:. and the symbols com· 
monly used by Soviet bloc ime!Ugence 
-~·l'l·ices ... which included su1.:h details as 
the flight of U.S. aircraft in the area,'' 
and he continually reft:rred to rhe U.S. ns 
the"'enemy." Lane l\irkland. head of the 
AFL-CIO, and Henry Cisneros, mayor 
of San Am oruo. were in panicuJur said to 
be "Munned'' bv rhis "extensive evidence 
of Soviet collaboration with Nicaragua," 
and were lhen pushed by Kissinger to 
conced~ ~be ne~siry of c::ontim1ing and 
uppi~ military aid to the Salvadoran 
government. (Somehow ir's a little hard 
lo imagine Lane Kirkland "srunned" by 
any of this since. for one thing, many of 
his own organizers in rhe region's 
American Institute for Free Labor are 
also CIA operative!>.) 

Here was Kissinger's forte, and the 
very reason he was chosen to head rhe 
commission in the first place. Henry Kiss­
inger. ami-Sovie1 extraordinaire, was the 
ideal choice Lo lead the way in forging a 
consensus tha1 America's regional dif· 
ficulties should be located s(tuarely 
within. the eomex1 of developments 
(owatd a glotiaJ confrontation wl~h 1he 
Sovie1 Union, not to mention the con­
Fronlation proper. This, of course, is 
hardly a no"el approach by the U.S. 
rulers these days and is clearly the salicm 
point of1hecommission. ln thesecti~of 
the repon on "Strategic lmpHca1ions for 
the United Stau~s," 1hc reQon dr~ws I.he 
link between stability in the U.S. •s ' ' own 
backyard" and broader global concerns: 
"The ability of the United States lo sus­
rain a 1olerable balance of power .on the 
global scene at a manageable cos1 
depends on the inherem security of its 
land bases. This ad"antage is of crouci.al 
imponance. It offsets an otherwise 
crucial liability: our distance from 
Europe, the Middle E8$1 and East Asia. 
which are also of strateic concern co the 
United St.ates ... . At 1he level of global 
suaregy, therefore, the advanee of Soviet 
and Cuban power on the Amerkan main­
land effects the gJobaJ balance .... " The 
commissioners go on to, watrl a~jnst1 1he 
committal.of majo.r U.S. resources (i.e., a 
big ground war) to Central America since 
1his would greatly weaken the ability to 
"defend'' ocher strategic poinrs. like 1he 
Mideast. Whether the U.S. can avoid 
suco a commiual remains to be seen. but 
in any event. the U.S. e.ffeccing "a 
tolerable balance of power" - in other 
wards, positioning itself mast favorably 
for confronting the Soviets - is itself 
greatly affected by the intoleral]le situa­
tion in Central America. And b·esides, 
America is starting to look preuy feeble: 
continued inability to straighten things 
out, the commission urges. would be 
wide!~ rea-d as a "sign -Qf lJ .$. 
impotenee." Not a prospect pleasing 10 
true griners. 

"SHmless Web,. 

The report reflects the complexity of 
the situatien the U.S. faces, deriving 
from 1he inreracrion of international and 
regional eontradictians. On the~me hand 
it is net a straight-line prepatatfon f0r a 
military onslaught: the report discusses 
the necessity for more compJicated 
maneuvering given that critical "non­
communis1 forces, .. such as Guillermo 
Ungo, who are pro-Western, are in 
alliance With pro-Sovie1 elements. Those 
who consjder it to be not/ling but a 
milirary escalation could easily Eall under 
the very influence of these various 
maneuvers and enticements, which are 
real. On the ether hand. the treatment of 
the various components of rhe. report as 
divhible - "the military aid stinksc, bur 
1he econbmic aid will help·'' - fails to 
heed the underJ¥ing dark Lruth behind the 
commissiQn .. s own warning, that 11.S 
recommendations form a "seamless 
web . ., What this me.ans is not tha1 there 
are not various componenrs to the report, 
bu1 that o//.are planned and shaped to ad­
vance strategic U.S. interests - and 
general!¥ immediately, and forcefully -
in 1hat they wdrk in tandem, operatfog in 
rhe various spheres to strengthen the 
lackey governments while squee-.dng and 
enticing rhe Ungos and 1hus neu1ralize 
and render ineffectual the pro-Soviets. In 
large part, this still falls along the lines of 

building up Honduras as a mili1ar1 bas­
tion or the U.S., surrounding and 
isolating Nicaragua (eV.t:n wtiile aid is of­
fered Nicarngua, conditioned of oourse 
on Nicaragua implementing significant 
pro-U.S. measur~l and dividing and 
then smashing the opposition in El 
Sal\'ador. All of this is carried out along a 
mulriplicity of tracks -somt: have called 
the re11on a "hodgepodge'': but what is 
intende~ is the setting in motion of many 
measures on many fronts, which can be 
flexibly deployed or s1rengthened depen­
ding upon motion on one or another 
front. How much of all tbis will ac1ually 
be implemented is undetermined, and a 
number of measures are still vague; 
already Reagan has indicated 1ha1 he will 
ra~e- u.p:the repqrt in a piecemeal fashion. 
Nonerheless. the direction lndicatt.'<.l b¥ 
the commission will in the main be taken 
up.- the U.S. position has eroded, and 
dangerously so. And 1he bo11om line for 
the U.S. is slill the bullet. 

Much nas been made of the 
"1985-1990 approach of the reporoc." 
The time trame alone is revealing -
OQb0d~'s really talking about long-range 
plans here, but rather imm'ediateshoring­
up measures in light of bigger prepara­
tions. Reagan is already using the report 
broadly to try and solidify support for 
quadrupling El Salvador's military aid 
f-or 1984 from its present $65· millie n to 
$240 millien. 

While many of lhe speeiflc uses of 1he 
propesed increases in military aid are ye1 
Lo be determined, several key measures 
are defined. One is the already much­
discussed beefing up of the Salvadoran 
army. The current 4: I rlitio or govern­
mem troops 10 opposition 1rroops is con­
sideied to be too far be1ow the 10:1 ratiG> 
which the imperialists hold to be !'he 
minimum needed by a puppet army 16-
defeal the guerrilla-style force. The 
measure lends a certain perspective to the 
recent accomplishments in cunailing the 
death squads: three leaders are transfer­
red abroad, and tens of thousands more 
U.SAFained ldllets arce let lo0se on the 
p0puiation. 

Also discussed is 1he necessity of in­
creasing the mobiliry of the Salvadoran 
troops. including through supplying 
them with helicopters. Again. much of 
the problem the U.S. is experiencing here 
has m do with t'necorrupt and demoraliz­
ed nature o.f ~he puppet army: a1 this 
point i·n order to held what ('.hey've got 
and avoid any kind of spectacul~r or 
humiliating losses (on roe order of the 
overrunning of the army garrison at El 
Paraiso last month) the army has been 
forced to position three-quarters of its 
treops in what it calls "sta11i.c defense,'' 
concen1tatlng them at key, pelnt~, in 
cities·, etc. Only the remaining one­
quarter of troops go ori patro.1. The recur­
rent nightmare arising from this situation 
is chat frequently when the patrols are 
ambushed, the stationery troops have 
dragged their feet about gQing to the aid 
of the besieged patrols. What the repol't 
enV,Jsages ~s 1 he use.of helicopters to make 
use of allegedly more elite and dlst iplined 
troops for such emergencies. (A drdt of 
the report discussed Lhe formarion of a 
Salvadoran Rapid Reaction Force con­
sisting of 1,000 of the most elite troops, 
but this section of the final-report was no1 
availa.ble to the 1? W.) 

The report goes on: "An·olher obstacle 
10 ttie effective pursuit of anti-guerrilla 
strat¢&y is aiprovision of cur.rent U.S. law 
under which no assistance can be provid· 
ed 10 law enforcement agencies. This 
dates back to a previous period when i1 
was b~eved that such aid was sometimes 
heJpin~ groups guilty of ·Sel'ious human 
right§ &buses." "A prevfous period'' in­
deed. But now things are se different: 
Reagan, in his human rights report 
delivered LO Congress on January l 7Lh, 
asserts 1 hat so much progress has been 
made that death squads are nqw killing 30 
to 40 people a week (of course these 
figures pre-~ate r~e autumn killi11gs 
Y.(hioh probably matched corpse ro~ corp· 
se any previous period). Supposedly 
renewfng this "professional'' training 
and assistance should really have 1hc im­
pact of improving human rights perform­
ance." We agree - the International 
Police Academy and CIA should most 
eertainly be able to raise th-e efficiency. 
and productivity of the Salvadoran' 
security forces. 

There aFe numerous other measures 
proposed here. including the establish­
ment of a parallel organization and com­
mand structure ''in the Pen1agon and in 
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the field,•• presumably a measure which 
would prepare the U.S. high command to 
involve hself more directly.in,a,dvisin~ the 
Salvad0rnn 1 raops - as ~veil as for more 
drastic contingencies. 

Buller 

While virtually all U.S. !.pokesmen em­
brace the main plans of the multi-Lrack 
U.S. st11ategy, it is on the allegedly. con­
C.:C$.Sionary clern.ents Qf ~he cpmmis~i6n~s 
recommendations nhat t'he liberals really 
shine as they respond to the "demands of 
conscience'' that cry oul to them: "When 
our neighbors are in Lrouble, we cannot 
close our eyes and be true to ourselves. " 
The comml~sion then promises "bold in­
itiatives" I hat will eradicate illiteracy and 
malnutriti0n, reduce infant moi;tality, 
previde health. ech1cation and housing to 
all, etc. It is tempting to simply dism·iss 
this as incrediby up-front "pie in the 
sky" demagogy - but 1ha1 misses the 
point. 

Adminis1rators of the United States 
aid program put this moral posturing in a 
tmer light when they temarkecl t:o 10rie 
j6unnalis1 rhat t:h"Cre would be lid le point 
in sending lnrgeamounts-or economic aid 
to Central America if 1he aid did not serve 
a strategic end. "SltouJd our aid pro­
grams not suppon rhe foreign policy 
goals of 1he United States?" asked a 
senior AID official jn San Salvador. 

Tflere are Pr.op_eSals t0 revitalize the 
s1ill largely in~ffe c 1ual ''la.nd 
reform /pacification" program designed 
after Vietnam's notorious "Operation 
Phoenix." To help block some of 1he 
foot-dragging on thi s from 1he 
Salvadoran landholding oligarchy, the 
U.S. adds 0r1e m~ure that it had 
,previously· overlooked - \a n\uch-padded 
remuneration for anyone \Vho loses land 
through the measures. Infrastructure 
developmeni is a big priority: bridges, 
highways, power plants, etc. - again, 
lhese are key LO the mobility of the 
Salvadoran 1roops, and had been heavily 
damaged by the oppositi0n forces in the 
autlilrm p~fensive. ln_terestingly enaugf\, 
chunk.s of what has heretofore gone 
under the human· development rubric are 
now also mentioned in tllC section on 
" Problems of Guerrilla War." alo11g 
with ''counterinsurgency." But then this 
is no1 just any old "'.,counterinsurgency" 
- this is "enlight.c;ned coumerinsur:,gen• 
icy," also. called "humane ant i-guer'rllla 
$'tra1egy." Really. 

New varia1ions alo11g these lines are set 
up too, such as establishing communica­
t io n links along the Honduran­
Nicaraguan border, pacently useful to no 
one besides the U .S.-created contra 
forces there. As fo~ the much publicized 
aall fo~ expanding th!! Peace GorpJ, 
establishing a lLlteracy Corps with 
Sf)anish-speaking volunteers from 1he 
U.S., etc., their plans for health care 
workers are indicative of the uses to 
which these people will be put: It turns 
out that health caTe workers Will also be 1 
expected to earl<}: out "paramilitary 
duties'' - once they've go1ten their foo1 
fi'r-mly, in the door as medical aid they can 
tum around and finger subversives. 

One of 1he mote widely hailed "human 
development" planks was thf! commis­
sion's call to provide scholarships for 

10,000 Central American students to 
come to the U.S., as well as a general 
refurbishing or 1the cducati0nal smccture 
in lhc region. Tllese measures too are 
shaped by strategic int<'res1: in pans of 
1he repon not reprinicd by the nres.s, the 
commission notes how the universities 
have become hetbe<Js of rebellion, how 
100 much time is spent on subjects of "li1-
1le practical application," like history, 
philosoP.hY an«:J law. In Bl Salvaeiar the 
National tlniversity is vfrtually shut 
dow·n·and even aMhe Jesuit-run universi­
ty set up as an alternative, the regime is 
generally despised. Beyond that , the 
Sovie1 bloc ~ak,es 7 ,500 students per year 
to be educated in ilS universi1ies (mainly 
from Nicaragua): the commission deeries 
the ~pecter o~ Cen~ral .:«.meriaa 's "futu.re 
leaders" recei\.ling training in 1he ev,il em­
pire. Hence the proposal 10 re-establish 
the Salvadoran universities, firmly 
grounded in a l!!Chnical and professional 
orientation, and to bring thousands of 
students to the U.S. 

This is not a cilll for a nHl$S i.nflu.x or 
Central American siudems Imo lllc llJ .. S., 
even if passed i.n-full: the program is tight­
ly controlled, with guidelines for selec­
tion of "mature" 'Students, who will be 
on government scholarship programs 
with many sirings attached 10 hold them 
in line - hal f would be required to study 
technical and vocatfonal1 subjects, and 
huria~eds 0f ~lots'are reser\lcd fqr gpvcrn­
ment officials. 

It is worth returning LO 1he comparison 
of the Kissinger recommendatiops with 
the Alliance for Progress. But this is rfot 
the '60s; dramatically different features 
are shaping the events of tHe '8.0s, and 
there are different specific political ends 
1in the 00mmission's schema, conditioned 
most especi;llly by the 1contention be­
tween imperialists, West and East. In 
other words, rhe comparison is crummy. 
Even if the report were implemented in 
run, it would ngt set into motion that 
kind of infusion of capital. nor is i1 in­
tended to, nor is this by,. any means even 
possible today Car lhe U.S. as it-s· i;ulers 
\Vell k1now. eonsider what is happening 
already: out of the $1 billion or so evi· 
sioned by the report in 1985, Reagan has 
requested rhat nearly $300 million of that 
be military aid to~I Salvador alone, not 
even to mention mili1ary aid 10 the other 
countries. Another large cbu nk would -
anti most probalHY will _:go ~o;en·able 
the Central American countries to con­
tinue to meet huge payments on thefr 
foreign debl, ow·ned overwhelmingly to 
U.S. banks. As for the other above­
mentioned elements of the ·~seernless 
web1'' these can ha,rdly be seen a~ par:t of 
~program for a big transformation·ofrhe 
soci~d ·and' econ0mic relations in (he 
region - a la the'Allianoe for Progress -
but rather as a carefully defined 1arge1ing 
of more limited U.S. aims designed to 
prop up the regional siatus quo, achieve 
some kind of temporary stability, and 
1hwar1 the advance of Cuban and Soviet 
influence. 

In short, the Kissinge~ commission's' 
report is no tes-timony to a healthy. Up· 
beat, strategically confident U.S. im­
perialism. The report's content, even its 
urgent tane, suggests all-around dire 
straights. 0 
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Fort Apache 
Continued from page 10 .... , 

Zionisis erup1ed, p,Unetuatetl by ·severe 
reprisals by rhe Zi.onistKi it was <iluri~ 
thi~ period, in April I~, ~hat 0-eir 
Yassin elfct.UTe9 {more on tlils sttor~ly;). 
'Jlhe Arab l'Uler..s of the area, under 
pressure from rhe Arab masses and badly 
underestimating lhe zronis!§' interna:­
lial\8.1 backing, then laun-c.tted a peoi:ly 
conceived invasien. which became the: 
1 !M&-4~ war;. This war ha(! tv.o mait;t ef­
feecs: first, .t be Zi~nis.ts ~~l].siderably, ex-

panded rheir ceril\ito.r~ beyend the .UJN 
mandate, and ·secMdi. 8'50;000 Palesti. 
oiari~ w~re driven 1nt9 exile. ,aqd .~ver·400 
formei; Palestinian villages were r(l4ep to 
maK.e mom for Israeli S~ttlementsi. . 

Tile fs~aeli ~ato_r:y owe,a muah 1;1e't only 
to Wes.rem ey;onomiC'and dipl0m~ticrup­
por:L, but to aired military support i:is 
well. On Mar 22, 1959, ·the" Zlenist 
Re.eQrd repor.ced th~I 'Ben-Gurien~ in his 
pef$oria1 foreward torr.he t'DF's· OJ/i"Cia1 
His10.t df ):fie War of 1i1lj/!P..w1de11ae, 
reveale<;i that 

.. - Israel had ogly IQ,~riJles anCJ ,na 
he.avoy we.apons When war srarted; 
"- South Afrfoa with its relatively 

small Jewish commun~ly;, 1c0mribut~d 
m~r~ l0 Ifie Israeli war effort in ,retm'S ofi 

• 

skilled volunteers than any 0t'he1< count~ 
in tlle '"arid; 

''- Woctre lsra~li r-eg:imer:iJ·s i;Yf 
volunteers were trained 1n Germany., 
Austcia, France and GzecbeslevalCia in 
l9_lf8; •.. 

''- Wi1hout foreign volunteers, the 
establishment of lsraeli air, naval, and ar­
mored FQr.ces, l\S . well as oil. wciapgn.s 
development and milit,arfiY industry, 
,would not have been possible: Since 
wi~h9ut t hese·f~rc~ Israel co,ul'Ci no~ ha;ve 
achieved victor¥ in that war, aceorcil~¥.:to 
the ,O'ffi.Gi_a) lhiStOl)' 1 jt e8.D thUS~b'C. agre~_d 
thaL ttil!' 'War 9f ln.dependeti'oe was wen 
thanks to foreign volunteec,s· who eem­
prised ~me-fiflft a.fl Israel's total 3rlfie.ti 

'.~t.r.englh'" (Cit~ij ip .che R•t!-voli1tlo11arY 
~Vorkre~. N~»~ember 12, l9821 p. 14:). 
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Psle~tf[JTan flgllters:auilng 
th.e:Ar,sb Filel/.olt of'193.6·39 . 

I 

But 1the cruoicil moment ot the war·took~ 
,plaecf befo~e it even began~-al Deir Yas~in1 
OJl th1:. n~ght pf~pr.il 9:?!P-;@n Jhjs night 
lro.ops ofthelrgun1mQrC:ic;rled 2§4.Palc;sti· 
niaa noncombatants 'in the neutral viilage 
of Deir YtaS.sin. AlJl'leading Zianists. raCJ­
mitt.e~ t,hat il was ii m~s~cre; except (or 
Begin himself who nonetheless br~gged 
in -his t>.o.ak The RC.,.voll: •-• AUi lne J•ewish 
foi:ees prq:ce~ded to a·dyance- throygh 
Hai'fa Lik<::; a1 knife through butter. i'he 
Ar_rabs oeg;in f.le~ing_ in :Panic_ .. shouting) 
Deir. \{~~in!'; CGiled In Rodinspn, p. 
1~ 4-41J5). <f;homs'k.y notlS< that ,...Colonel 
Meir .Pail, W,.ho .1was c~om_muni~~ti<:>ns: of,_ 
fleer for. t:he Haganah in Deir Ya~sin •and 
an eyewimess, desa ili>es. bo\v Begin's" 
h~rq~ lgcrded ~~ sunvivgrs. if)to a fl'UC!.~ 
and drqve ~hem thro ugh f-cwisl'I 
neigh b~0r.lfo0Cls, of Jei:usalem; th'en ,laking, 
Jn~!n tQ a qu~rr¥ \~h~r;e tJfey ~er.e 
murdered, wllile others were dtti.ven off t·o 
be'expelled beyond ,lsf:aeli lines1'fp. ~:7J6)» 
11ho.4gh1 of.ficfaijy 1Cli~~vQ~eCI by ~IJe 
m~instream, Zio.nists,. D~.ir Yassjn (e9m­
bined with the earlier smashing OF the 
A.rab Revol_tJ ,rfe.vertneJ~ pJ~y,ed ,a k,ey 
r:~le in. tne expulsi~a ~f the: Palestinians· 
fr:om Palestine. 

'Tihrc:>u&lf9u~, 11ils ·erttfre' P.liri9.d of :th,e 
.creati:on of the ~etder .state the main~ 
Stream Zionist movement ~vas synon­
ymous wil,li tJte tI:;apQr P.art¥. ai:id lhp 
Labor ffitrw· ruled lsr:ael for its fit-St 29 
year~, ;and ,che 0.ff.iii'ia l batior Pah)'. li_ne 
f'Qr this time · li.S st,Jmmed up'"b}'. GolCfa 
M.eir: · ~tt \l(as riot as though there was,,~ 
Palestinian peo.Ple in1 Pales.tine aonsi.de·r­
ing· it_self as a1 P<!leStini~n peqple ~nd 'we 
came'and th(ew them out and took their 
ceuntcy away fr0,m them. Tiley dia not 
e}dsj,-" f L 011don Sunday 'ff/"f!lt:fS• .Tune .t 5. 
~·969). 

'!For the. Palestinians., there bas ~ways 
betfn onl~Jop.e fa'Ce~f lsr~~j. "Nhe fstae.li 
dr~m remained a nig_htmare for them 
tbrougheu'f the'5.0s. t.sf:ael p:urs'ued a aual 
poijpyrof::.~n·s91idati'ng its starg "tia: ~er~or 
against t'ales.tioians within its 1bor:ders 
and on the 'West 'Bank ana G.aza while 
alsp f..i&b.ung1 t~ qe9pme the predbtn'in!lnl 
regional militar;x power. 'Phe for:me~ was 
dene.. through"' a::Seriles cff yicio_us miUtapy 
raitl$, c;ani~. oi1t by th~$p~bia1Vnit IOI 
led by .P;1rieLSharon; the l~tter throug'b1 ij 
tactic of pr0Yok-ing. Q.Oe-sk!cd eon fr6nta­
ti~ns wict\ !li~v;.tioo~ ~rao ;;tat es, lfsually 
handily, w0n by fsrael. The S¥Stemetic 
nature· of ~Hese ineiCl!o!nls is tellingly 
re\(~ed in 1hc-sooreJ di~lii~ of Mosh:e 
Sharen, lsr.aeJ's foreign minisleli 1and 
later its. p,rime miniS.te.r from 1 9~'3. tQ 
11.95.6. 

Snarett's diaries have been called the 
Israeli Pentag.0.n ·Paws.; they rev;~a l a 
grea1 d~al,about the dti~igns, thinking aocl 
Inner wor.k·ings •of the Israeli ruliilg dtcle 
In ~he rnid-'50s. 1'h.e eigh~ 11,0Ji.fm~~ of 
Cil~ti~S wer<C published. in Israel' bx 
Shareu's.son ·several y:ears ago, d~pite 
pr.essure t0· \'.lirtthold lh~ln. WIJen Livia 
Rekaoh - hc.rirelf ~he daughter of the 

· CQntinued on page 1'5 
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Fol/owing the massacre a·t Defr Yassln, thousands-of Palestinians fled from the Zionist· 
conttolled sections of Palestine. 

Israeli provocations and more 1han 1ha1 
to mys1ify lhe underlying polilical roo1s 
of chese wars - ahbough lsrael has in 
fact ''fired first" in aU bu1 the 1973 war), 
bu1 an offensive one aimed at selling very 
clearly the limits beyond which Arab 
regimes would n01 be allowed 10 vcniure. 

Tfleodor Herzl with Kaiser Wilhelm fl in Palestine, '1898. 

The 1967 war was essemially more of 
the same, in trumps, and will not be dealt 
wi1h in depth here;-except lo note that its 
ourcome marked some1hing of a tumihg 
point ih the (lrea. Four major effec1s 
no,v,ed from th.c ls11aeli v,ictor;y-. First, the 
L;Jl.S. and Israel sigpif.kan':tly, deepened 
rheir rela~ianship, '>as< the tl .S. pumped 
quaHuuively greaier: aicl to (srnel in t1he 
years followfog 19.o:Z than before the war. 
Israel had.clearlywon j1s spurs as.the U.S. 
client in the area, a1 a time when 1he 
policy or Increased u .s. reliance on sur­
rogates to defend its interests in various 
regions was beginning to come into play. 
Second, 1he Israelis now occupied the 
West Bank, Gaza and all of Jerusalem, 
bringing 1.25 million additional Pales1i­
nians under their direct control. Third, 
the Arab nationalist regimes - Nasser's 
in particular - were discrectited and their 
s1ranglchold on the Palestinian s1ruggle 
broken, at least for a while. Founh, the 
Palestinian resistance experie1~ced a 
Phoenix-lik.e resurgence, mos1 
drama1ica1ly Signaled by the successful 
®fense of the Pateh tfaining camp near 
Karamoh, .Jordarf, against the tnF in 
1968. 

ed tha1 not only had the Palestinians no 
rights, they didn'1 even exist. While 1he 
Israelis were no more ready to ·oomi1 to 
their cxis1ence - 1he earlier Meir quote 
was from 1969 - 1hey did in face now 
have to deal with 1heir resis~ance on a 
quali1ativety higher level. Thus while 
Israel would be willing 10 re1um the Sinai ' 
tu an Egyp1 that had been brought into 
1 he U.S. bloc as a pliant subordinate, the 
West Bank and Gaza wefe giV,en,_a steady 
diet of blood and iron. Israeli m<>ops and 
admins1ration in 1he occ4pied tertitories 
.were •soen supplemented anCI bli9k~ .up 
by sottlefs from Lhe 1mos1 fanatica l and 
retrograde elements of- l'sraeli (and 
Jewish-A merka n) socie1y. ~nd1 '~hile the· 
chimera of a mini-state nas been con­
sistently held out to "get the Palestinians 
10 listen to reason" - in fact, to gain 
ground for generally defeatist and 
capitulationist tendencies, and to weaken 
1he resistance of the fedayeen __..: Israel in 
reality intensified its occupation of the 
West Bank. 

Continued from pa~c 14 
Israeli Minister of the hHerior -
translated ponions of rhe diaro/ in English 
and wrote a commemary: on them which 
was published by Arab-American 
University Graduates in the U.S., 
Share1 t 's son (aided by the Israeli Foreign 
Office) filed sui1 and unsuccessfully at­
tempred lo block their publication. When 
chat failed, the book was effectively 
blacked out by the mains1ream U.S. 
press. Some key passages arc cited below: 

• From February and May 1954: •'Then 
he IBen-Gurion\ passed on to another 
issue. This 1s lhe time. he said, to push 
Lebanon, that is, the Maronites in tha1 
couni ry. to proclaim a Chris1i<!,n 
scate .... ·• 

"According to him jDayanj the onJy 
1hing that's necessary is to find an otricer. 
even just a major. We should either win 
his heart or buy him with maney, to make 
him agree ~o declare himself l'l'ic savior: C:if 
1heMaronite.population, Then the 1-sraeli 
army will enter Lebanon, will occupy the 
necessary ~errit0r)'1 and will create a 
Chris1ian regime which will ally itself. 
wilh Israel. The territory froltl the Litani 
soumward will be totally annexed to 
Israel and everything will be all 
righl. ... " (Rokach, fsrael's Sacred Ter~ 
ronsm, pp. 24, 29). Rokach notes lhat 
Israel's alliance with France, especially 
rhe crucial military aid begun in 1955, 
caused the pos1ponement of the plan. 
• Beginning in 1953 the I DF consciously 
invemed provocations followed by 
massive, preplanned reprisals as a means 
10 take over the Sinai. " Ben Zvi [the 
President of Israel at the 1ime] raised as 
usual some inspired questions," .Sharell 
wrote on October 11, 1953, "such as do 
we have a chance to occupy 1he Sinai and 
how wonderful it would be if the Egyp· 
tians s1aned an offensive wtiich we could 
dereat and follow with an invasion of 1hat 
desert. He was very disappointed w.hen I 
told him lt1a1 1 he Egyptians soow n~ 
tendency to facilitate us in this occupa­
tion 1ask thrnugh a provocative challenge 
on r heir side.'' To th is end the I Df seized 
on a minor border incident LO launch an 
attack on the West Bank village of Qibya 
in which 66 Palestinians - nearly three­
fourths women and children - were kill­
ed a scant four days after lhe above entry. 
Sharell, a dove, was horrified - though 
more of Lhe reaction in the West than 
anything el,se: " ... I was simply horrified 
by the descriprion in Radio Ramallah's 
broadcast of the destruc1lon of the Arab 
village. Tens of houses have been razed to 
the soil and tens of people killed. I can 
imagine the storm tha1 will break out 
tomorrow in the Arab and Wes1ern 
capjtals" (Ibid., pp. 14-15). 
• As far back as J 955 Ben-Gurron 
presented a plan co the Cabine1 to occupy 

the .O.aza S~llip. This followed an Israeli 
re~11isal aper.alien agains1 "Pales1inian 
infiJcration'' which le£t 39 Egyp1ians 
de.ad and 30'wounded (jncludinga 7·-year­
old boy). 

"Phe motivations for and the imerests at 
stake in the 1956 war have already been 
ceuched on. Those who maintain thal un­
til the Lebanese invasion the J DF practic­
ea •·purity of arms" should ponder some 
of the events of that war: 1heslaughrer on 
Oc1ober 29 (the first day of 1he war) of 47 
Arabs in the lsra~li village of Kfar 
Kassem for violating a curfew that had 
been imposed on all Israeli Arabs - 1he 
villagers were returning home from work 
Hterally a few minutes pas1 the 5 p.m. 
deadline (which they had not heard 
about) and Israeli troops killed almosc 
all, ineJuding 15 olive pickers coming 
home in a 1ruck, all bu1 two whe were 
\vomeii, one of them eiglH months preg­
nanr; the murderi of; at h:utSt 27'5 Pale,!iti­
niansin ihe Gaza town ef Khan Y,unis in a 
hause-to-.house search far weapons. and 
feq-ay~n; and yet another sla~ghter of 
J 11 Pales1inians on November 12 at the 
refugee camp a1 Rafah (aJso in the Gaza 
Strip} when the refugees.resisted a round­
up by the IDF for intelligence screenings. 
The head or UN forces in rhe Gaza, a 
U.S. colonel, wrote 1hat " mahy key 
UNRWA (the UN agency in charge of 
refu_gee relief - R W) personnel are miss­
ing ·rrom the camps and are believed to 
have b~en execu1e-d by the Israelis. Many 
Israeli soldiers haverobbed civilians, tak­
ing watches, rings, foun1ain pens, etc., 
away from the Arabs ciLhcr in 1heir 
homes or on 1hestree1s. Every vehicle and 
every bicycle has been confiscated. 
Br.i\1at'e workshops and machine shops 
have been slripped of all mechanical 
ta'bls. Many mul<.'S and horses have been 
taken and cloth ha~ been 1aken from the 
stores" (Donald Neff, Warriors At Suez 
[NY: 198·1], pp. 368, 418-420), 

While some Ar.ab heads ofs1atc~uring 
this period adopted an iniransigent 
pasture 'for public consumption, in reali­
ty they went to great lengths 10 avoid 
angering Israel. The U.S., Britain and 
France publicly, claimed to follow the 
"Triparlite AgreernenL" which forbade 
~rming either Israel or 1he Arab stales, 
but France had built up che Israeli 
military machjne through sccre1 arms 
shipments and Israel had Clear military 
superiority. Both Jordan and Egypt 
therefor-e suppressed auempls to 
organize fedayeen in the refugee camps 
up until 1955, and Nassertigh1lycon1roll­
ed the fedayeen even afterwards 
(Rokach, p. 62). Israeli policy was far 
from "defensive" (which wouldn't have 
made Jsrael righl, anyway: lhe question 
of "who sho1 first" has been continually 
used in this arena to cover over earlier 

ThesC1aven.rs llol\'ed but of (and in turn 
reagted on) the!~ ~rail ,determ'inihg,in.ter­
nalional context of!.lhe_day, ·which at rhat 
point was most c~>nditioned bY. the rfsing 
challenge lO U.S. domination f.rom revo­
lutionary-led national JH;ieration strug­
gles around the world. (Similarly bo1h the 
ebb suffered b,y the Palestinian struggle in 
the '70s and the higher stakes - in­
cluding far greater obstacles and far 
greater opportunities-as w.ell - can only 
be grasped in their relation to theshif1ing 
international contradictions of 1hose 
periods; for more on this see Bob 
Avakian~s discussion of "The '60s-'70s 
Shift," RW, Apnf2, 1982, p. 3. 

As pointed out earlier, the official 
Labor Party line had for years maintain-

The death grip on the West Bank 
tightened steadily from 1967 on, under 
both Labor and Likud, as did the attacks 
in Lebanon, the support for .Hussein's 
bloody suppression, etc. The 1982 inva­
sion of Lebanon marked a funber turn­
ing point in the process. If. rhe earlier one 
was conditioned by the·contradict_ion be-
1ween the U.S. and· tf\e liberation strug­
gles of 1he Third World, in L.eb~norl we 
saw in microcosm many of·the forc~QrO­
pelling thing~ forwa'rd toda~: :On' the ene 
hand, ~he 'n teh'.si fY:iilg ~conflfot ti,e.~ween· 
rhe U.S. and the Sovie1 Union, whioh lent 
the invas1on its frantic urgency and 'ex­
tteme brutalit.y and \~hieh conditi~ned 
the direoc U.S. military intervention wrch 
the peacekeeping force; and on ch.e other, 
the determination of the oppressed to 
continue 1heir resistance against im­
perialism, at a time when che s1ake's are 
far higher. 

But 1he roots of today's horrqr are 
bound up with tho origins and history, 
1he intrinsic character of what has always 
been an imperialis1 projec1; the- "old 
Israel" is no1 a dream to be redeemed but 

-a bloodsoakcd nightmare 10 be b·roken 
with. 0 

Correspondence On 
West German¥ 

Continued frdm page 7. Conferences 
whese previous comments on rhe situa­
tion in Germany ·had been cnthusias1ical­
ly received by several anarchists, said t hal 
a vanguard party js needed in West Ger­
many. Righi away, an anarchist dis­
agreed, saying there are already eight 
communist parries who call themselves • 
"the vanguard" and aren't worth a shit 
- what's needed is more militant action 
and unity between the anti-fascist movc­
meni in Europe and the national libera­
tion moggies. 

Throughout, the Partiz.an and RCP 
panelists entered the particulars of the 
discussion, putting forward 1heir views or 
1hc devclbpments toward~ incerimperia-

list world war growing from fundamen1al 
crisis.and decay; the heigh1ening of all tl\e 
contradictioni; on a world scale, including 
revolutionary .possibilities, even in the 
imperialisc coun1ries. They pointed oul 
thnl only revolution couW prevenl world 
war, or that world war would giv~ rise lo 
revolution. 

The scene was 100 much, Lhis cross­
seo1ion of people from Wes1 Berlin and 
around 1he world grappling with these 
very pressing que:ilions into the night. l 
1hink everyone involved had lo step back 
and check it oul. 

Member of 1he RCYB 
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