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OVERRULE THIS,

MOTHERFUCKER

by Bob Avakian

The U.S. On The Frontlines of
World War 3

The bourgeoisie is arguing and debating, maneuvering and finagling now,
trying to figure out the best way to bring back the draft. They know they are go-
ing to war, and not just'what they call a “!local war,'" like a war of aggression
against the Vietnamese people’s liberation struggle in Indochina. They are
preparing to go all the way down to the big deal, World War 3, and they have to
do that. If you listen carefully to your enemy and apply the scientific method
we’re talking about, you can see this even in the very things they try to do to
maneuver in'order to fool us. When they temporarily decided not to reintro-
duce the draft up in Congress here a few months ago, those who took the lead
in opposing the reinstitution of the draft were straight up about it. They said:
“The people won’t tolerate it. We haven't created enough public opinion. We
haven’t brainwashed them enough. They still have too many lessons of Viet-
nam fresh in their minds. We can’t do it now, it’ll expose our hand too early
and too far.”

But make no mistake about it, they are bringing back the draft. They are go-
ing to drag these youth out here, men and women, into the army because
they’re going to have to throw everybody into the war machine when they go
down for the whole big'deal. They understand something else:that we should
understand. They understand that all this ““Halls of Montezuma'* bullshit and
“‘It’s a Grand Old Flag” horseshit is-not going to be what's happening in the
next world war. They understand that they are not going to be able to dowhat
they did in the previous world wars. They are not going to be able to sit back on
the sidelines for most of the war and then step in, when the opposing forces
have weakened themselves, to plunder and grab, loot and rape the greatest part
of the whole world. They understandivery well from what they have already
had to doin the Dominican Republic, in Lebanon in the 1950s, in Vietnam, and
in a hundred other places they never even told you about — that when the next
world war comes, they aren’t going to beable tositit out on the sidelines and let
the other forces weaken themselves. They’ve got an empire that they not only
need to protect, but to expand. From the very beginning they're going to need
American forces and American troops right at the frontlines of the battle —
right in the fiery furnace and focal point of the whole world struggle between
them and their allies on one side, and the Russian imperialists and their allies on
the other. ; o

And it ain’t going to be what they were able to do before — step in at the end
and grab relatively quick, easy, and cheap victory. Do you know thatin World
War 2, only about one or two percent of all the casualties of the Allied forces
were American casualties? That's the truth of allyour John Wayne moviesand
the rest of the bullshit. That's what really went down. The Soviet Union was in
the forefront — it took the brunt of the war against Germany and played the
decisive role in Germany’s defeat — the Chinese people, revolutionary people
in other parts of the world, and the masses of people in many countries are the
ones who shed their blood in that war, while the rulers of this country hung
back and stepped in at the end when they were in a favorable position to go in
and grab up all the areas which the weakened powers, even their own allies,
were no longer able, militarily and economically, to hold onto and dominate.

And that’s why, coming out of World War 2, they were able to erect the
dollar in placeof gold as the standard of currency by which all their allies and
everybody under their domination had to make their international exchanges.

They were able to make everybody else accept the dollar as being as good as

gold. Think back on it. At that time, one ounce of gold was worth only thirty-
five dollars. Thirty-five dollars would buy you an ounce of gold. Today the
dollar is worth'less than ten percent of that. Today it takes four hundred dollars
or more to buy an ounce of gold, and that s a very stark and shining represen-
tation of the weakened and declining position of the ruling class in this country
and the fact that it has to go towar. It can do nothing other thangotowartotry
to preserve and resurrect a position where it can dominate most of the world
and once again establish its military and economic domination.

For that very reason they’re not going to be able to sit back. Theycan’tlet the
British, the French, the West Germans, or the Japanese fight on the frontlines
for years against the Russians and their allies, and then come in at the end to
clean up and expand their empire. They're going to have to throw American
troops and American forces right into the frontlines of this war from the very
beginning. And the only thing that will stop them from doing thisis revolution
here in unity with the people throughout the world. . ..

Excerpt, Speech on November 18, 1979,
in' Washington, D.C.

This article is the second i a series of excerpts from material compiled from
a 1979 speaking tour of Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Central Committee of
the RCP, USA. This was the last public speaking tour Bob Avakian has been
able to make due'to international political persecution, which continues to this

day — ed. ;

.

We’re Proletarian, Not American

Interviewer: The Revolutiopary Communist Party here is identified'as the
Revolutionary Communist Party of the United States. Is it entirely an
American party? [ mean, isit part of any other group? Isit an American party
the way the Republican and Democratic parties are?

Bob Avakian: Here's the difference. The Democratic party and the
Republican party are capitalist parties. We are a communist party, a working-
class party, T =

Interviewer: Okay, but are you structurally, or . . . uh ... . isthere any sortof
exchange of direction or is there any influence from overseas?

Bob Avakian: Where overseas? Look at what we are saying — that China
has been taken over by traitors to revolution. So has the Soviet Union.

Interviewer: No, what 1 am after is a statement that *‘We are an indigenous
American party’' like these others.

Bob Avakian: No, 1 won't make that statement and I'll tell you why. One of
the most serious errors:.that the Communist Party in this country made — even
before it totally betrayed the working class — was when they came up with the
slogan that ‘‘Communism is twentieth century Americanism.”’ They tried to
make themselves respectable and *‘legitimate’’ to the more backward elements
of this society. They tried to play on and pander to the prejudices of the middle
classes in this society to make themselves respectable. Communism has got
nothing to do with *‘Americanism’' because Americanism, in terms of what it
means as a social phenomenon, is capitalism, imperialism, plunder, exploita-
tion, rape, murder, looting all over the world, war, destruction — how could
we possibly identify ourselves with that?

Interviewer::Qkay, but is the Revolutionary Communist Party of the United
States, in your view, in what began as the American tradition?

Bob Avakian: No, if by that you mean the tradition of the “‘founding
fathers’’ and that sort of thing. No, no. You see, we look at it this way. We are
historical materialists. At that time for the United States to break free of
England was a progressive step because it opened up the possibility of capital-
ism developing here, and the faster that capitalism develops, the faster its
gravedigger develops. Its gravediggeris the working class. At that stage, two
hundred years ago, capitalism and the development of capitalism could still
play some progressive role. Even during the Civil War, what did you basically
have? The capitalist class leading the North fighting against the slaveowning
class in the South. Marxists at that time, including Karl Marx himself, sup-
ported the North because it would open up the avenues for the working class to
step on the stage of history that much faster. At this point the capitalist system
and the capitalist class have completely outlived any historical usefulness. Itisa
dying class, but a class which, the more that it is dying and the more that it is
wounded, lashes out all the more viciously trying to prolong itself. So we can't
identify ourselves with a tradition that today stands only for reaction, and we
are not going to try to;appeal to the American people on that basis.

Communists are internationalists, We believe that we are part of and one
division of the international army of the proletariat. We support the revolution
in Iran, we support it in Nicaragua, we support it everywhere in the world. We
supportit to.complete victory and complete defeat of imperialism and every ex-
ploiter. One of our biggest tasks living in the United States — which is a coun-
try that plunders a large part of the world — is to educate the masses of people
in this'country as to the fundamental unity between their interests and those of
the people of the world and to see that we have a special responsibility here to
fight against our own rulers. When they try to tell us that OPEC isTesponsible
or that the masses of Arab people or the Iranian people are responsible for the
crisis here — we have to expose that'it is the capitalist system.

Interviewer: But your principal concern'is with the United States?

Bob Avakian: Our principal concern is revolution in the United States.

Interviewer: But I want to emphasize — revolution in the Unired States.

Bob Avakian: No, you want to emphasize it, but I don't want to emphasize
it. I'”don’t want and we don’t want to take the easy way out here. It is easier in"
the short-run to say, ‘‘Look, we are just good Americans like anybody else."’

Treason as defined by the rulers of this country means treason to the
imperialist system; treason to the exploiters, oppressors, degraders, and
tormentors of the people. Anybody wiio stands for the masses of people has to
be a traitor to all that or he would be a traitor to the proletariat, He would be a
traitor to the masses of people. So yes, what we are concerned about is revolu-
tion in the United States. Why? Because this is where we are. This is where we
can make our best contribution to the international struggle. Bul l'am not any
less concerned about revolution: in Iran than 1 am about revolution in the
United States. I am not interested in and our party does not stand for making
revolution for the benefit of the American people, narrowly defined, as’against
the rest of the world. Such a revolution will turn right around. Whenever you
get these revisionists in power, that's what they do. What is the Soviet Union?
They preach great-nation chauvinism in the Soviet Union just as the rulers of
this country preach American chauvinism here. You cannot have a revolution

Continued on page 17
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They Are Actively Preparing and So Must We
— Take Up & Wield

the RW

“Centering the Party's work now around its newspaper is
not mere paperwork or aimless educational activity, it is the
most concrete and practical plan for accumulating revolu-
tionary strength — political, ideological and organizational
— for the onslaught. The newspaper itself, which hounds
the enemy and exposes imperialism and class antagonism
at every turn, is a form of class struggle. But creating public
opinion is not a mere ‘battle of ideas' — though it definitely
involves that. The heart of it, the key link, is exposure:
penetrating and all-around exposure of the features and
nature of this hideous and death-bound system, of the class
that rules it and of all the classes, strata and groups in
society, not just in this country but the world as a whole, in-
cluding both those that are enemies and those that are (at
least possible) allies of the proletariat. Life itself is the inex-
haustible source for such exposure.” (New Programme and
New Constitution of the RCP, USA)

In the face of the intensifying daily outrages committed
by the imperialists and their rapidly accelerating prepara-
tions for world war, the RCP, USA is calling on all those who
desire to hasten imperialism into its grave to take up the

. Revolutionary Worker. Distribute it more broadly and widely,
study it, correspond with it, financially support it — wield it
as the powerful weapon it is in our own preparations for the
storms of the future! To receive bundles.of RWSs for distribu-
tion (and to make financial contributions), contact the RCP
in your locality (see local addresses, page 2). Contact the
AW nationally at P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago,

L 60654.

TRYING TO
SILENCE

Continued from page 11

Avakian was coming to grips with the
dialectics of making revolution in the ad-
vanced countries and its relationship to
the world revolution. It led him not only
to criticize the conventional wisdom of
the international communist movement,
but to criticize some of the conceptions
that had' guided the practice of the RCP
as well.

By 1979-80, the elements of an historic
theoreticall project had taken shape.
Building on Lenin's conclusions regar-

ding imperialism as a specific stage of ~

capitalism, Avakian advanced twomajor
theses which extended Lenin's analysis.
The first was the objective existence of a
single process of world development.
This process had its material foundation
in the internationalization of capital and
the territorial division of the world. Thus,
developments in the world were more
determining of etonomic, social, and
political phenomena in particular coun-

tries than were events and trends within

these countries taken by themselves, Se-
cond, he posited the operation of a new
struciural dynamic which governs the
motion of world history, a dynamic in-
volving a' far more complex linking of
politics and economics than existed
before the rise of imperialism, a dynamic
in which world war and revolution play a
central role (with the first two world wars
constituting the critical turning points
thus far in the political economy and
social history of imperialism), and one
that also embraces the socialist countries
(when they exist). The socialist countries
are part of a larger framework; or, ap-
proached from the other direction, they
must be viewed as base areas for world
revolution. (Many of these ideas have
been further developed, tested, and ap-
plied in the forthcoming America in
Decline.) This overall construct had a
philosophical foundation as well, notably
Avakian’s exploration of the structure of
levels in which internal and external fac-
tors operate and interact in nature and
human society, and how all this is to be
conceptualized.

These investigations were closely
boundup with the actual elaboration of a
revolutionary strategy for the United
States, as embodied in the New Pro-
gramme of the RCP as well as numerous
other writings. While it is impossible to

capture the richness and complexity of
the problems being dealt with, a few car-
dinal elements can at least be
enumerated. To begin with, analysis was
made of the differentiation'and stratifica-
tion within the working class. Avakian
argued that there is a base for proletarian
internationalism within the U.S, working
class, but itis not centered among the bet-
ter paid, more highly unionized industrial
workers (and this has important implica-
tions for insurrection). With respect to
the tasks in a preinsurrectionary period in
an imperialist country, these are concen-
trated in the realm of public opinion, that
is, carrying out all-around exposure of
the imperialist system and imbuing the
oppressed with a revolutionary interna-
tionalist perspective. In the midst of con-
troversy over the applicability of Leninist
forms of organization to advanced coun-
tries, Avakian has argued that building a
Leninist party is an essential element of
revolutionary preparation, crucial in
avoiding being whipped by chauvinism
and economism. And such leadership,
while marked by contradictions (which
Avakian has wrangled over and situated
ultimately in the division of labor of
society), is in fact a necessary condition
for unleashing the conscious initiative,
activity and creativity of the masses, A
major obstacle to the development of
revolutionary consciousness, Avakian
has summed up, is the patriotic' and
democratic prejudices of the American
people. To the chagrin and shock of a left
with. overweening Jeffersonian sen-
sibilities, Avakian has developed an inci-
pient critique of democracy. He has
stressed that democracy, even in its most
sanguine and “‘civilized’' forms, is not
the highest expression of social organiza-
tion; that the stability and prosperity that
sustain American democracy rest on the
most savage plunder of the world; and
that no revolution, at least a genuine
revolution, can occur in the United Siates
or any other imperialist country if it
panders to patriotism and democracy
(the ideological import of this critique
bears on movements in the Third World
as well).

Avakian has drawn great attention to
the fact that the possibilities for revolu-
tion are heightened during relatively
brief, but decisive, historical moments.
We are, according to Avakian; entering
into such a period of exceptional
historical and social tension. But, again,
he has cast all of this in international and
internationalist terms: the seizure of
power in any given country involyes a
multifaceted dialectic between awaiting
and promoting changes in the interna-
tional arena, while maximizing revolu-

tionary gains for the international pro-
letariat must be the fundamental point of
departure in all countries. And Avakian
has been a pivotal figure in efforts to
unite revolutionary Marxist-Leninists
worldwide.

*

It is often alleged thar Marxists are
caught on the horns of a dilemma: they
either remain true to ideals, ideals which
are simply romantic illusions, and thus
can in no serious way influence history;
or, they must opt for pragmatism and
worse (since Marxism is in this view but a
species of utopianism) when confronted
with the “‘exigencies’’ of modern society
and political rule. Avakian has rejected
this spurious logic. He has insisted, not
through assertion or faith but through the
concrete anlysis of social and revolu-
tionary experience, that the actual con-
tradictions and development of society
provide the foundation for something
qualitatively new and higher for humani-
ty, and the conscious activism of the
masses furnishes the means by which it
can be forged. At the same time, Avakian
has defined Leninism as the “‘art of win-
ning."" In his latest work, Avakian writes:
*“We must be able to maintain our firm-
ness of principles but at the same time our
flexibility, our materialism and our
dialectics, our realism and our roman-
ticism, our solemn sense of purpose and
our sense of humor.'" If there is a
philosophical thread that runs through
his theoretical project, it is the profound
interplay between the objective laws of
capital, as they operate in the contem-
porary era, and the conscious, dynamic
role of the human actors on the stage of
history, The actuality of revolution.

It is also often alleged that leading (or
being part of) a Marxist-Leninist party is
somehow incompatible with a searching
and creative intellectual enterprise. More
generally, Marxism in the service of
revolution is considered to be incapable
of tackling in a sophisticated and ger-
mane way the diverse and complex
phenomena of society; it must of necessi-
ty lead to formulaic and subjective
judgements. But Avakian leads a
disciplined revolutionary party that is
marked by an oufré practice (organizing
the well-known mass ‘‘reception’” at the
White House against Deng Xiaoping's
U.S. visit; actions in support of the Ira-
nian people’s struggle at the height of the
hostage hysteria; May Day disruptions in
high schools and sweatshops) and by a
lively and lofty spirit of theoretical in-
quiry (recent issues of the Revolutionary
Worker, tq take one example, have
published exchanges on the notion of in-

finity). And if we examine some of
Avakian’s writings over the last year, for
instance, we find a breadth of discussion
— from the symbolic function of Frank
Sinatra, to incisive social commentary on
the 1983 NCAA basketball champion-
ship, to an open letter addressed to Carl
Sagan and Isaac Asimov — that is truly
astonishing. He has written with erudi-
tion, wit, and iconoclasm, and has not
recoiled from subjecting his own ideas to
scrutiny and evaluation. What
distinguishes Avakianas a major intellec-
tual force is both the content of his in-
vestigations and the critical
methodological standpoint that has guid-
ed them. There is no more provocative
(and outrageous) Marxist on the U.S.
political scene today. Indeed, he has done
much to invest Marxism with new vitali-
ty.

Avakian's latest work, For A Harvest
of Dragons, surveys the historical and
thematic development of Marxism. [t
also addresses the ‘‘crisis’” of contem-
porary Marxism. This crisis is at once a
reflection of the shifts and changes in the
world situation that have led to disarray
and to disillusionment, and a reflection
of the real (and by no means insignifi-
cant) practical and theoretical challenges
that confront Marxism. These are the
challenges that Avakian has taken up.
His intellectual journey has been one of
sustained, critical investigation of social
phenomena and of the underlying laws
governing revolutionary development —
ultimately focused on the central ques-
tion of revolutionary power and transfor-
mation. He has combined theoretical and
historical sweep and rigor with uncom-
promising revolutionary practice, Dif-
ficulties and setbacks in the world have
not deterred him; threatsand involuntary
exile have not silenced him. Nevertheless,
his working and living conditions are at
best tenuous. His defenseand supportare
urgent questions, if he is to carry on his
work.

Avakian’s prognostications are being
borne out. The imperialists are indeed
readying for a war of world conquest,
compelled, if obscenely so, to risk the
ecology of the entire planet to protect
their dying system. The opportunities for
revolutionary advance will dramatically
increase amidst this madness. One need
not agree with all of Avakian’s conclu-
sions to recognize their importance; one
need not share his overall analysis to ap-
preciate its timeliness. That his voice
should and must be heard — of this, there
canbenodoubt. (]












To break the chains--
the revolutionary
essence of

Marxism-

Leninism

The great teachers and

leaders of the international

. working class developed an ex-

_ traordinary body of theoretical work

in close connection with the revolutionary

storms of the last century and a half. Ushered

in by Marx's monumental exposure of the main-

springs of capitalist society, developed by Lenin's
groundbreaking analysis of imperialism and the role of

a revolutionary party, further extended by Mao's contribu-

tions on the necessity to continue the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat, this revolutionary science has led
hundreds of millions in the struggle to transform the face of the earth.

There has been a crying need for a work that concisely yet rigorously brings

together the fundamental revolutionary principles of Marxism-Leninism, Mao

Tsetung Thought. Now, for the first time in a single volume there is a unique guide and
bridge to the body of Marxist theory.

An essential work for the experienced activist, the beginning student of Marxism, or anyone seek-
ing an understanding of the swirl and chaos of our time.

e e e e ———————————

Revolution, as opposed to mere resistance, demands a scientific world outlook and analysis. “The
difference it can and does make lies in just what that resistance will accomplish: whether the slave chains
will merely be rattled, or really shattered; whether the fortress of the old order will only be shaken, or new
ground seized for the cause of emancipation; whether people will fight blindly (even if fiercely, for a while),
or with head up and eyes fixed on the furthest horizon, prepared to win.” ’

e ——————————— e e e e e e e e e ————————
252 pages RCP Publications,
$7.95 paper=ISBN 0:89851-036-8 P.O. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart
$15.95 cloth — ISBN 0-89851-035-X Chicago, Illinois 60654










News From The

Fronilines
Continued from page 15

Soviets (DKP) to trots; Social Democrats
from the Greens or the SPD; and last but
not least would be the independents, who
are the newest-born forces who have not
aligned themselves with any party or
group yet. Of all the groups we had the
greatest impact upon were the spontis
and the independents. Because the spon-
tis already to one degree or another had
an idea of imperialism and also really
hated the system and want to get out of
the whole stifling atmosphere.

To get into what some of the youth
locked like and the questions they asked
at the demonstrations, the two that really
stuck out in my impressions were
Bremerhaven.

At Bremerhaven the first impression
had was the thousands of people and
political diversity of the demo with the
majorily being youth. When 1 first
caught sight of the spontis they really im-
pressed me with their all-black outfits of
helmets, ski masks, gloves, leather
jackets and boots. I thought these guys
and women are ready to get . down with
the police, then I thought are they ready
to get down with the system? When we

passed out the leaflets a lot would not
take them because they did not want their
hands tied up. Also they did not want to
talk because they already had the tactics
in mind. But most of the people we did
talk to did not think the peace movement
was going to stop the missiles, they said
that you needed to go directly up against
the state. Still even so, from talking to the
spontis there was still a sense of na-
tionalism, of we must get the missiles out
of W. Germany, W. Germany out of
NATO, and that W. Germany was an oc-
cupied nation by the U.S.A. with slogans
like *“*Yankee Go Home."

I think the youth at the demo were
challenged by the Contingent’s line that
the question of the missiles was not a pro-
blem of just Germany but international-
ly. What imperialism does every single
day around the world to the oppressed
people and that a nuclear war would not
be that much more radical than the star-
vation and genocide that the imperialists
carry out to secure their profits. Some of
the youth began to see that we must see
the problems of the day on a world scale
as part of a whole system that is carried
out from both sides of East and West.

It is exactly this section of society that
the West German ruling class is
desperately afraid of and trying to isolate
by calling them: terrorists and criminals.
(Of course we know who the real ter-
rorists:and criminals are.). ...
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To me it really brought home that the
youth are theinheritorsof the future, that
they must be in the forefront with the old
people not far behind. It gave me a small
vision of the face of things that will hap-
peniin'the belly of the beast,

A youth on'the European frontlines

LA T GO Y

Report No. 5— Berlin College Prepatory
students — and what they are preparing
for: On Wednesday night when Berlin
was tense because of the call for the at-
tack on the Turkish community in the
wake of the W. German vs. Turkey soccer
maich, we met six W. German high-
school students. They had come to the
demonstration to defend ‘the Turkish
community because they felt it was time
to do “‘something to change things."" In
their school (and they go to college-prep
high school) the teachers aren’t allowed
to discuss politics. *“The only way politics
can be mentioned is something as above
and removed from us.” So they had
decided to step into the political arena
themselves,

Most of them live in an upper middle-
class neighborhood and are expected to go
on to'college. It’s of significance, there-
fore, that they hate being ‘called the
“future hope of Germany.”’ This is for
good reasons — they are strongly against
nationalism as they witness its extreme
forms and several of them are from
Turkey!

When we told them there was to be a
festival in'the squatter’s house we stay in
which was: in solidarity with' the people

from Turkey there was no question —
they were coming with us! Never mind
that they lived on the other side of town.
Never mind that they had to be up for
school the next day at 6:30 a.m. Never
mind the danger of fascist atiacks.

All night long they talked with the
Contingenl or, at the film showing,
translated for us. There was plenty to
struggle over, Wasn't nationalism human
nature? Couldn’t the pigs be relied on, at
least to protect people from the fascists?
But their thirst for an understanding of
how to change the world was unquen-
chable, They knew something was being
hidden from them at school and they
were going to find out the truth.

Fhey were very conscious, in par-
ticular, of the oppression of women. One
was a young woman from Turkey, who
had' run away from home when her
parents insisted'that she get married at 18,
Another raised the way women were
treated as an example of the *‘foulness of
human nature.” And, above all they
wanted Lo understand what imperialism
was. What was it, more than just a
political term and/or “‘an abstract con-
cept.”

When the evening ended, we exchang-

‘ed addresses. They went off into the night

as people were gathering in preparation
for a fascist attack that never came. The
violent chauvinism of the fascists and the
war that itis vital preparation for were all
part of the world they intended to

‘change. Cl

Soccer Wars in Berlin

Continued from page 14

youth, which were trumpeted as
representing 10 to 15% of all German
vouth.

* * * %*

10:30 p.m. after the game. We walk
through'the street near the main train sta-
tion downtown. Skinheads and rightist
club members swagger about. They moye
easily in and among the dozens of cops
also stationed in big numbers at theinter-
sections. The cops now take off their riot
gear. It looks like there won't be any
troubie, so all can savor Germany's vic-
tory together. We get back onthe U-Bahn
and head for Kreuzberg. There are far
fewer cops now. ,

The Kottbiisser Tor station is the heart
of Kreuzberg. If any shit comes down it’s
going to be here. We don’t get there until

11:30. Most nights it would be:dead by
now, but instead there are hundreds of
people gathered at the intersection. They
stand around in small groups talking,
while three busloads of cops wait in the
wings. There are people of every descrip-
tion, overwhelmingly West Germans.
There are punks with Mohawks, youth
with painted faces, anarchists and leftists
of every stripe, longhairs and short hairs.
Most are very young. We talk to two
long-haired youths, probably still in high
school.

“How long you guys been here?’’

‘““About 2-1/2 hours.”’

“Why did you come out here to-
night?"’

““Well, they said Kreuzberg would
burn. As you see,”’ one said gesturing
around, *‘it isn’t burning.”’

A young punk, his hair dyed pink and

his face painted, made much the same
point. He had watched the game on TV
and then came out on the street. He told
us the crowd had been much larger
earlier, but he had been there for only
1-1/2 hours. '‘But if they do come, this
place will be full. There’s a lot more peo-
ple around here and we have a telephone
tree. We're very well organized!’' Heand
the others were of like mind. No thugs
were going to mess with Kreuzberg or its
Turkish residents. He also made the point
that the media was responsible for the
whole thing, publicizing the reactionary
call in the form of thinly veiled criticism.

We left at 12:30, with the masses still
on guard.

* * * *

A few nights later we were sittingin the
living room of a Kurdish working class
family in Kreuzberg. For most guest

workers from Turkey (and even the
‘‘guest communists'’!), there remains an
uneasy gap between themselves and West
Berlin's rebellious youth. The styles of
dress, drinking, sexuality, and attach-
ment to anarchism of the rebel youth all
raise big questions among the Turkish
and Kurdish proletarians. We had been
talking for a long time about the national
and class oppression of foreign workers
in Germany, and the new government
program to oust them. One thing led to
another, and we recounted our exper-
ience with Kreuzberg’s ‘‘popular
militia,’" a few nights before.

Our host and his family listened with
intense interest. Then we asked, “What
do you think of these people?"’

Our host thought for a minute, smiled
and replied: *‘I think they are the best of
the Germansin Germany.”' O

Another Warmonger
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on *“‘subversive citizens,”’ and COIN-
TELPRO operations against the Black
Panthers. Named Director of the CIA in
August 1973, Colby presided one month
later over the CIA-organized coup in
Chile in which 30,000 Chileans were
murdered and the Pinochet junta install-
ed after elected president Salvador
Allende was *“‘neutralized.”” However,
soon after Colby was appointed, the CIA
became the focus of aforementioned con-
gressional investigation and most of his
time from then on was spent instituting
“‘reforms’” and generally proyiding
cleaner cover for CIA-work in the future.
He was finally dumped as CIA Director
by President Ford in 1976 after bragging
that the agency maintained a poison
cache for multifarious purposes.

And so: William Colby, the preemi-
nent and distinguished humanitarian
who has demonstrated his ability at
“working within®* all sorts of
movements. As he recently assured, his
anti-nuclear activities are “‘a logical ex-
tension of what I was doing in the in-
telligence business.’” No arguments here!

In any case, it should be remembered
what sort of movement the Freeze essen-
tially is (i.e., that it is basically a pro-
paganda tool, as well as a reflection of
tactical bourgeois differences on what
constitutes ~“‘nuclear sufficiency'” and
disputes over strategic emphasis). Colby,
along with his Freeze bretheren in the let-
ter to the Times, noted that: *. . .imeis
important with respect to the potential
vulnerability of our land-based missiles.
The freeze would enhance nuclear stabili-
ty, preventing years of further Soviet

testing to perfect the operational ac-
curacy and reliability necessary before
any Soviet leader could ever contemplate
that a first strike against any part of our
missile force might succeed.” Besides,
the letter noted, “No number of addi-

tional nuclear weapons can substitute for
the strong conventional forces
needed...."” Nor, no doubt, in the fan-
tasies of the man who still describes
himself as “‘an unreconstructed cold war-
rior,”” for the needed clandestine forces
of his beloved CIA either. The peace-
maker Colby turns out to be a stirring
voice for all-around and effective war-
mongering. ]
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