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BOB AVAKIAN DENIED
POLITICAL REFUGEE
STATUS IN FRANCE

Recently the long awaited decision by
the French government Commission des
Recours des Réfugiés concerning Bob
Avakian, Chairman of the Central Com-
mittee Of the RCP,USA wasannounced.
Bob Avakian: guilty of being a revolu-
tionary and an internationalist to boot.
The United States of America: innocent
of politically motivated persecution.,
Political refugee status denied.

The decision came in the form of a rul-
ing denying an appeal of the initial rejec-
tion of Bob Avakian’s demand for
refugee status more than two years ago by
another French government body.
Despite the fact that the outcome of the
process had been largely a foregone con-
clusion for some time, the extremely
lengthy period of time taken by the com-
mission to ‘‘deliberate,” the unusual
holding of two hearings, elc., testifies to
the embarrassing situation the French
government found itself in. How o reject
the appeal: uphold the right of “‘any
state’ to (in the words of the commis-
sion’s decision) *‘control™ and carry out
“surveillance’ on ‘‘its citizens deeply
committed to revolutionary activity™’;
maintain the proper respect for (in the
words of the economy minister Delors,
number three in the French government)
the “‘leaders of the free world,” i.e., the
U.S. bourgeoisie — all while maintaining
a certain. facade of democracy and
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On July 26, unidentified ‘“‘masked
gunmen'' opened indiscriminate
machinegun fire on students and threw

grenades nto classroom buildings at the

Islamic College campus in Hebron. Three
Palestinian students and teachers were

killed in the awack, 33 others were

wounded.

As news of the attack spread through

the Isracli-occupied West Bank, protests
spilled into the streets. In Nablus, Israeli
troops killed one Arab girl and wounded
at leastone other in the course of **disper-
sing’" demonstrators. And in Hebron
itself,. the' Israelis slapped yet another
curfew ‘on the 70,000 Palestinian
residents; the authorities dispersed
crowds — for example the relatives and
friends of the wounded who gathered
outside the hospital where they had been
taken — with [ear gas and gunfire.
Some Israeli government spokesmen
issiied stern condemnations of the inci-
dent, declaring that the ‘“‘evil people”
responsible would be brought to justice.
Al the same time, they maintained that
the attackers could just as well have been
Arab: as Israeli. One military source
quoted’ in the New York Times even

claimed that the shooting may have

resulted from a conflict between the
Palestine Liberation Organization and
the Moslem Brotherhood. He declared
that the investigation would certainly
look into this *“possibility.”*

Such arrogant- protestations not-
withstanding, there is no guestion as to
who bears responsibility for this latest at-
tack. Whether the bullets are discharged
from the weapons of Israeli occupation
troops, the apenly armed Israeli settlers
in'the West Barnk, or ‘““masked gunmen,”’
there is an upswing in terror and repres-
sion directed against the West Bank
Palestinians, an upswing sanctioned and
facilitated in full by the Israeli
authorities. The Israeli government has
embarked on a program' of accelerated
settlement activity in the West Bank, in
order to achieve their declared goal of ex-
panding the number of *‘settlers” there
from current levels of 25,000 up to
100,000 by the year 1986. This is the
figure the Israelis consider the “‘critical
mass’’ necessary to make their occupa-
tion of the West Bank irreversible. This,
in turn, is btt a prelude to the grandiose
design. of the Israelis and the World
Zionist Organization: to. populate the

Generally, the U.S. press presents an.
image of the West Bank Israeli'seftlers as
a mainly benign presence, devoutly
religious believers wishing only (o live
and practice their faith in‘lands torn by a
long-standing “‘cycle of vengeance.™ If
there are extremists among them, we are
assured, they are only a handful; and
beésides, it is the /Paléstinians who, by
refusing (o allow the Israelis 1o “‘live in
peace,” are mainly to blame for this
vengeful cycle.

Aharon Gross, the 19-year-old who,
like about half the Gush Emunim,
emigrated from Nonth America, was por-
trayed as such a benign “‘presence.” This
sometinies led to moments of awkward-
ness in press accounts — for example, the
following excerpt from the Christian
Svience Monitor: ““When Aharon Gross
set oul with a friend around the corner to
stand opposite the Hebron vegetable
market and wait for a minibus from
Kiryal Arba which would' pick up some
Kindergarten children — a helpful gesture
which friends said typified him — he was
wearing an Uzi machinegun slung over
his shoulder. Like every Jewishsettler, in-
cluding seminary students, he was entil-
led to a ‘personal weapon,’ although his
training had been minimal.”’

As for the Yeshiva Gross attended, it is
located on the third floor of the
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West Bank with 1.3 million Jews by the
year 2010. .

These plans, however, should not be
taken at face value. Israeli claims last
December that the number of settlers in
the West Bank and Gaza would double
over the next three months have proven
false. While additional' settlements were
built during this period, there are as yet
few additional settlersito inhabit'them —
even though the Israelis are offering the
new dwellings at/cut-rate prices, attempt-
ing to offer all manner of incentives in

School of Occupation

Hadassah. House, the building in the
heart of Hebron that a'growing group of
settlers:have made their headquarters and
fortress. A brief glimpse at'some recent

Hadassah House history reveals

something of the character of Lhe seltlers
and their operations.

Hadassah House was seized by the set-
tlers in 1979, when a group of women led
by ‘Rabbi Levinger's wife broke into the
building. While many Israeli officials
publicly condemned the moyveal theltime
as provocative and ill-timed, the govern-
ment has provided the squatters: with
financial support and, since 1980, a per-
manent military guard. Many of theadja-
cenl buildings have been demolished or
appropriated’ by ‘order of the military
governor in order to/reinforce control
over the site,

With the “‘Pandisi. Affair’’ of March
1981, the settlers consolidated their con-
trol oven Hadassah House ilsell, The
Dandisis, a Palestinian family, operated
a dry goods store on the building’s
ground floor. The elder Dandisi had been
there for 30 years, paying rent firsttoJor-
danian, thenthe Israeliauthorities. When
the Dandisis opened their shopion Mareh
21,1981, they found a holeapproximate-
Iy three feet square in their ceiling, exten-
ding through the floor of the seltlers’
guarters above, Reporting thisdamage to

On:a hill above Hebron, 1981 — striking a none-foo-subtle pose for the camera,
the headof the Gush Emunim surveys what he hopes to conquer.

getting new settlersto move into.the area.

The linchpin upon which this coloniza-
tion rests is the Israeli effort to increas-
ingly fragment theindigenous Palestinian
population, suppress any potential
organized and coordinated resistance,
absorb greater numbers: of Palestinians
into’ the botlom; tiers. of the Israeli
dominated economy, and thus eventually
render the population into relative docili-

the military authorities, the Dandisis
were assured Lhal the damage had
resulted. from: spirited. religious dancing
(the Purim holiday having just passed).
As the floor was'made of reinforced con-
crete, and bore the marks of a pickaxe,
they found this hard to swallow.

As they:sel out to repair the hole, the
Dandisis were visited by none other than
Rabbi Levinger himself, whostruck them
and berated them for working on the
“sabbath™ (Levinger's sabbath, of
course, nol the Moslem one). Al day's
end, having accomplished little in their
repairs, the Dandisis locked' their shop
and went.down Lo file a.complaintat'the
police station. Here they were assured by
the officer on duty that the problem
would be straightened oult.

However, when the Dandisis returned
to their shop the following day, they met
armed settlers al the door. The repair

beams they'had purchased 1o fix the hole

had been thrown into the streét. Entering
their shop, the Dandisis:found the ceiling
gone altogether; in its place was a stair-
case the sertlers had built leading tojtheir
living quarters on the next floor. Mat-

iresses were scattered around the floor of

the shop, and' the store’s merchandise
was completely. gone, The settlers thenin-
formed the Dandisis that there was nouse
in their returning to Hadassah House.

ty. But all such moves: have failed to ex-
tinguish the Palestinians’ identity and
will to resist. While:the Israelis have ex-
propriated about 55% of the land onthe
West ‘Bank, seized control over critical
walter sources, and implemented their
“iron fist'" policies with a. vengeance,
Palestinian resistance has broadened and
grown. Indeed, by figures disclosed by

" Continued on page 10

The Dandisis refused to leave, the
father sitting himself down on the new
staircase. He was beaten, trampled on,
and thrown outof the shop by the armed
settlers, among them Rabbi Levinger,

The Dandisis filed suit, and eleven par-
ties living or working near Hadassah
House alse [iled suit against the setllers
— for diverse harassments — such as the
efforts by Hadassah House settlers o

_block trade in the adjoining commercial

establishments by blocking access to the
shop and stoning customers [rom their
windows.

On the basis of these and other com-
plaints, the'mayor of Hebron was able to
mount a' successful bid in the Israeli
courts to block further settlement activity
in the city's central district for twa years.
With the recent events of July 7, the
mayor was dismissed, and the Israeli
cabinetissued a green liphtao the seutlers
to forge ahead with their settlements,
Housing Minister David: L.evy, announc-
ing that there had been a decision’ **for
some time'" (o go ahead with a plan lo
reconstruet the old Jewish quarter,
declared that the *“‘decision in'its entirety
will be implemented.”* The plan calls for
resettling 500 Isracli families over the
next three years. Undoubtedly, they will
follow:in the footsteps of the Hadassah
House pioneers in ‘'living their faith.”* [ ']
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