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At dusk on March 3, in Stanton, Calif-
ornia: — a town in Orange County and
virtually in the shadow of Disneyland —
a local'cop entered an apartment where a
Black woman and her son lived, sup-
posedly in response to an anonymous
phone call from a neighbor saying that
Parricia Ridge and her son Patrick
Mason had not been seen in two weeks.
The 3-year-old youth was home alone
watching TV in the back bedroom. His
mother had just recently gotten a
minimum wage job and was forced to do
what millicns of other women in this
country are forced to do — leave her child
at home while she worked. Stanton pig,
Anthony Sperl, drew his gun as he'went
into the apartment. This is: standard
police procedure in this neighborhood
which the pigs have dubbed *‘anti-police
and anti-Caucasian’ (in other words, an
area where the cops routinely harass and
terrorize people and where the men in
blue can feel free to shoot on sight when
given the chance). Speri then proceeded
to the back bedroom, kicked in the door
and shot down Patrick with one bullet in
the neck. Another Black youth had been
killed by the enforcers of law and order;
this time simply for watching TV in his
room. In the midst of widespread outrage
in the Stanton area and across the coun-
try, this cowardly and cold-blooded
murderer is now on paid vacation
(technically called *‘suspension with
pay") supposedly recovering from his
“‘psychological trauma,” while the
murdered youth’s mother is being in-
vestigated for “‘child neglect” and “‘en-
dangerment of a child’"! -

Stanton police quickly concocted a

5-Year-Old Child Cut Down:

Another Case of

Standard Police Procedure

flimsy étory for their latest “‘justifiable

homicide.” Naturally the only part of

their story that can be taken as true are
the statements from the Stanton police
chief that, *‘the investigation so far in-
dicates (Sperl) vicolated no police pro-
cedures.”” Killing a S5-year-old Black
youth as he was watching TV in his
bedroom is an excellent example of pro-
per police work in places like the apart-
ment complex where Patrick and his
mother live—one which houses people of
many oppressed nationalities and poor
whites as well. In such ‘‘anti-police™
areas, murder is an essential requirement
of the job for the assassins like Sperl, if
not the highest expression of their service
to the rulers. The killer himself knew: this
allltoo well. He was no greenhorn, but a
pig who was well versed'in all aspects of
the profession with-a B.A. and an M. A,
in.the “‘criminal justice field’® as well as
his regular police training! On March 3,
he was presented with an opportunity
that no self-respecting pig could pass up;
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The Pope’s
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a defenseless Black youth alone in a
darkened apartment. He could fire at will
with no chance of any harm coming to
himself and then make up any story he
wanted to justify thedeed.

What the police story of what happen-
ed in the apartment lacks in imagination
is'made up by its absurdity. It goes some-
thing like this; When Sperl arrived at the
apartmentto ‘‘investigate’’ inresponse to
the supposed anonymous phone call
from a neighbor (neighbors are at a loss
to explain who would have made such a
phone:call), he'knocked on the door;
hearipg noanswer, he got a pass key from
the manager and walked'in with his gun
drawn; when he got to the door of
Patrick’s bedroom, he noticed a *‘rope”’
on the door (actually a piece 6f string)
and, according to his ‘superiors, ‘‘got
panicky,” for some unexplained reason
thinking he was being “‘set up for an am-
bush'’; Sperl then called into the room
and heard a ‘‘raspy voice’’ answer, at
which point he naturally kicked it in and

supposedly saw a ‘‘shadowy figure' in
the darkened room point a gun at him;
supposedly fearing for his life, ‘he-fired
and killed Patrick with one shot. Later it
was ‘‘discovered’ that the/*gun’’ Patrick
was supposed to have pointed at Sperl
was'a ‘“‘very realistic’’ plastic toy gun for.
all the world looking like a real snubnose
revolver, :

Of course, it is only the word of the
killer cop that Patrick was even holding a
toy gun. It-would be no surprise that this
piece of evidence was manufactured after
the fact by the police who figured it
would be straining the limits of public
gullibility to produce a real gun that a
S-year-old child supposedly aimed at a
pig. Whether there was a toy gun or not,
of course, changes nothing, but the fact
that the supposed existence of this
“‘realistic’” toy is playing such a central
role in the police justification for this
murder of a Black child is itself an ugly
self-exposure of these killers. Pictures of

Continued on page 11

Pope John Paul II brought his
ministerial machinations to Central
America last week, pontificating of
‘‘peace, concord and hope,'" promising
to: ‘‘share the pain,'’ pleading for each
nation to ‘‘confront problems.in a sincere
dialogue without foreign influence.”’ In
every country — except one — the words
dripped with honey, covering over the
bodies dripping with blood. While the
Pope praised the Lord, the U.S. govern-
ment was figuring out how much new
ammunition to pass:toits henchmenin El
Salvador. Would $60 million be enough
for now, or would $100 million be a more
*realistic’’ figure? It was a fine example
of the separation of church and state —
U.S. imperialist style.

The papal pilgrimage featured a whirl-

“wind tour covering eight countries in

eight days — a grueling schedule; but
most certainly one that the current situa-
tion demands. El Salvador may be the

current focus of U.S. efforts in Central

America, but the turmoil is -evident
throughout the region. Even as the Pope
was arriving, Ronald Reagan was an-
nouncing that “the government of El
Salvador is on the front lines in a battle
thatisreally aimed at the very heart of the
Western hemisphere, and eventually at
us...If El Salvador should fall, I' think
Costa Rica, Honduras, Panama — all of
those would follow.'" And all of those —
and more — just happen to be on the
Pope's itinerary. Let’s face it, in Central

- America the flock has been acting much

too unsheeplike.

There is a great deal of anti-U.S. senti-
ment throughout the region, and the pro-
Soviet believers have been very active,
winning new converts and even making
inroads within the Church itself, in pur-
suit of rhe historic compromise strategy
within the U.S.' very own ‘‘backyard.”
For the West's true believers, this is not
such a healthy scenario, especially in the
midst of critical preparations for the holy
war to come. The highly political pontiff
sholved up in Central America not a:mo-
ment 100 s00n.

¥ Continued on page 4
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The Murder of A.C. Wilson

On March 1, 17-year-old A.C, Wilson
was beaten and shot to death at point-
blank range a few blocks from his home
on Detroit’s East Side. Outrage over the
murder has swelled through the neigh-
borhood. It has continued to mount as
the state’s outrageous handling of the
case unfolds. The killing, at the hands of
an Iraqgi store owner, has thrown the
question of “‘who is to blame"’ as a focus
of sharp debate among those drawn into
motion by the murder and the blatant
statements the authorities have made here
over thevalue of the life of a Black youth.

The neighborhood where A.C. livedis
an old, left-to-rot section of town that
links the largely Black East Side with the
city’s “‘university-medical-cultural
center.”” The section of Chene Street that
runs through the area is dotted with
boarded up'store fronts and closed down
businesses. Along thisstrip there's an oc-
casional bar or corner market. One
dimly-lit room with a few video machines
is about the only place around for neigh-
borhood youth to hang out. The residen-
tial streets that cross Chene are pock-
marked with vacant lots where homes
have been torn down. In this area
unemployment runs as high as seven out
of every ten Black youth. Those still in
school or struggling for a GED (General
Education Degree) sense what those who
have' been out on the streets for years
already know — there'smnothing there for
them. One woman with teenage kids put
it like this: ‘A Black male between 15 and
25 hardly has a chance on the streeis to-
day. There’s no jobs for them and
nothing for them'to do, Are they suppos-
ed to stay in the house all day like little

children? I can do that because I'm old .

and tired but these young onescan’t do it
like that."

The police from the nearby Seventh
Precinct “‘ride heavy' up and down
Chene. One area resident said: *‘It seems
the younger they are the more the police
harass them. I've seen a lot happen out
there. They'll stop someone for no reason
at all, The youth get up in the park by
Northeastern High School and the police
will run them out: “You can’t stay here,
you're loitering.’ These kids’ lives aren’t
worth a plumb dime."* There is a poten-
tially explosive situation among Black
youth'in the neighborhood and other sec-
tions of town. Over the last few months
the local news media has responded by
seizing On every opportunity to promote
a picture of rampant youth crime and
gangsterism. Last fall they played up the
operations of a local'drug ring which used
Black vouth as couriers and streel
distributors. The activities and workings
of this outfit — so-called Young Boys In-
corporated — werewidely and vigorously
promoted' in the news. A media blitz
focused on robberies and shootings over

N
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fur-lined airmen jackets, similar to those
worn by the drug distributors, According
to the media, youth were after the jackets
as a “'status symbol."" All this con-
tributed to a certain ‘‘open season’
climate around Black youth in the city. A
recent victim of this climate was a
17-year-old Highland Park youth being
chased by police through the streets in'a
vehicle he had allegedly stolen. As he
stepped from the car to turn himself over
he was shot to death. The police claimed
he had a shiny object in his hand which
resembled a revolver. The shiny object in
question turned out to be a hubcap
wrench. The shooting was ruled as
justifiable homicide by the Highland
Park Police Department. This was the

context surrounding the death of A.C..

Wilson.

At about 7intheevening of March Ist,
A.C., his brother Tony, and a few other
friends were hanging out on the corner of
Chene and Farnsworth. They had been
drinking some: beer and were clowning
around on the curb. A.C. and Tony were
wrestling with one another. At about the
same lime someone apparently busted
out a window of Thomas Dickow’s car.
Dickow, a Chaldean (an Iraqgi Christian),-
owned the Bicentennial Party Store up
the street, His car was parked in the alley
behind the store. Dickow had a'long his-
tory. of mistreating people — especially
vouth — who came into his store. And
the contradictions had been getting
sharper, He has pulled' a gun on

numerous youth inside the store. He
would chase them away and threaten to

call the cops'if they were too loud or in
one way or another offended him. He
had beer known to use his dog to track
and frighten young children at the back
of tthe store. One guy said, ‘““The way
Tom acted he made people hate him. Any
little thing he would call the police or pull,
his gun out on you himself.>’ Late in
February his'car was torched in front of
the store. On his say-so one youth was
picked up for arson and is being held in

- Wayne County jail with a $§10,000 bond,

Dickow also happened to have a par-
ticularly close relationship with certain
officers of the Seventh Precinct, Accor-
ding to neighborhood residents, they
watched over the place for him. *“They
were up at thestore a lot. Tom would give
them' free cigarettes, beer and wine.
Sometimes the cops'— in uniforms and
out — would sit up there and drink with
him.'" Any time there was the slightest
argument the police would be up there to

check ID or make an arrest. Two days.

before A.C. was shot a tomplaint was
lodged against Dickow for possession of
an illegal weapon. The cops took a gun
away from him but he was not arrested.
The store was a hangout for the police in
the area and the word onithe street is that

the kidney. That

“anybody Tom pointed out they went
after.”

That evening as A.C. and his friends
were out on the corner Dickow came run-
ning across a vacant lot at the side of his
store. He began firing a .38 caliber
revolver into the street where the youth
were standing. Three of them took off.
A.C. stood there ready to go up against
him. Suddenly Dickow’s nephew came
up behind A.C. and grabbed him around
the waist‘— bearhug. fashion. Dickow
began hitting ‘A.C. on the head with the
butt of his gun. A.C. reeled under the
blows. He staggered up against the wall
of a nearby building, He was half bent
over with his hands covering his head.
Dickow’s nephew began beating him with
a baseball bat. He smacked A.C.’s legs
and arms. The youth fell to the ground.
An: eyewitness said Dickow kept hitting,
**Like he was crazy. He was hitting him,
hitting him, hitting him. He just kept hit-
ting:him.** At this point Dickow stepped
over the body,straddling A.C. between
his feet, He pointed the gun and fired
down into his chest. The bullet tore
through - his heart, lungs and lodged in
bullet killed” A.C.
Dickow and his nephew ran back to the
store. They chased the remaining

customers outside and bolted themselves

in the market.

Minutes later the police arrived at the
store. They escorted Dickow out. A large
crowd of youth gathered around and the
inood was, tense. The cops had their
pistols drawn and some were wielding
shotguns. They drove off with Dickow
and his nephew. That night éxtra police

- were assigned torpatrol the area around

the store to keep the lid on the situation.
The police began-stepped-t:p harassment
of youth along Chene. And one of Dick-
ow’s buddiess — a sergeant from the
Seventh Precinct — sat up inside the store
till'late at night in order to protect it.

People in the neighborhood were
waiting to hear exactly what Dickow
would be charged with. Over the next 24
hours no charges were placed against
him. The police spokesman indicated
that he didn't know what they would
charge Dickow; with—if anything. They
retracted their initial statement that
Dickow had shot A.C. in-a case of
mistaken identity and “began to float
another version: that perhaps A.C. was
indeed the person who had thrown the
brick through Dickow’s car window. The
stench of a whitewash was getting more
foul-smelling with every call'downtown.
On Wednesday night a crowd of nearly
200 youth gathered in the street in front
ofithe store. The word was that “‘the store
was./gonna’ come down.”’

The police handled the situation with
great deliberation, utilizing-a variety of
tactics. They didn’t diréctly harass the

crowd. One man who witnessed the scene
from across the street said: “They didn’t
go to pulling guns on people or handcuff-
ing them, They knew.something could get
started quickly. This is 1983/and a lit fuse
is burning away out there.’” The Black
cops played a particularly out-front role
while the white ones assumed more of a
backup position, Once the crowd dispers-
ed they began rldlng heavy upand down
the street — scattering groups of people.
Taking stock of a'potentially explosive
situation that could have ricocheted’
around the city, the police and
prosecutor’s office made some decisions.
Thursday they announced Dickow would
be charged with first degree murderinthe
shooting, They also said they would scek
similar charges against his nephew — a
juvenile. Dickow was remanded to the
cusmdy of Wayne' County jail and
ordered held without bond pending a
hearing on March 9. But that was not the

* end of it, The next day Dickow’s lawyer

made an .appearance before: another
judge in Thirty-Sixth District Court. He
appealed the bond ruling of the previous
day. This judge decided to set bond at
$100,000 for Dickow. That aftérnoon
Dickow posted the $10,000 cash 10% re-
quirement and walked. The murderer of
A.C. Wilson was set loose by a Thirty-
Sixth District Court judge for $10,000.
Word began to filter back to the neigh-
borhood that Tom was out on the street,
People were outraged overa $10,000 cash
bond for a count of murder one. Plenty
of bitterness was spoken by those who
had family and friends locked away on
far lesser charges but with an even higher
bond, The bottom line among those who
gathered to discuss the latest develop-

© ments was put by one guy like this: “This

thing is a straight-up encouragement to
anyone to do the same thing. It’s a
justification for what he did. I thought
that when he was picked up that justice
would be done but this is saying to people
that the life of a Black youth isn’t worth
anything. And it shows that he figured he
could murder a boy like A.C. and just
walk away from it.’" Sunday night the
store was brokeninto. And at a court ap-
pearance on Wednesday, March 9,
Dickow was charged on first degree
murder and his bond was reset at
$500,000. The following day the news
reported ‘the store had been burned
down.

The killing of A.C. Wilson has
unleashed a lot of furor directed at the
police and courts. At the same time a
thread of anti-Arab and essentially chau-

‘vinist — ‘“‘These people from another

part of the:world vs. us' Americans” —
sentiment has ‘come out. One of the
chants taken up spontaneously in‘frontof
the store last Wednesday night was
““Arabs go home.” In addition to this
spontaneous sentiment there are some ef-
forts underway to organize a boycott of
Arab owned stores. This is a contradic-
tion the authorities in Detroit have long
used to pit Black masses against a conve-
nient scapegoat and deflect their anger

from the real cause of the situation.
The question of who is to blame has
Continued on page 6

CONTACT THE Revolutionary Worker
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL 60654
IN YOUR AREA CALL OR WRITE: '

Califomia:

Berkeley, 3126 Grove St, Barkelay, CA 84703 (415) B41-8314
Los Angeles Area, F.O. Box 26A34; Los Angeles, Calit. 90026 (213) 484-2807

San:Diego, P.0. Box 16033, San D;ego CA 92116

District of Columbla: Ravolution Books 2438 181h St NW., Washinglon, DC 20009 (202) 265-1969
-Georﬁia: Revolutionary Worker P.O. Box 11049, Atlanta, GA 80310/(404) 627-8311

Hawali: Revolution Boaks 2648 South King St., Honolulu, HI 96826 (808) 9443106

Illinois: cio Ravolution Boaks, 2525 N. Lincoln, Chicago, IL 80514 (312) 528.5353

Kentucky: P.O. Box 3005, Cincinnatl, OH 45201 or call (513) 2814275

Maryland: Revolutionary Worker P.0. Box 1992, Baltimors, MD 21203

Massachusatts; Revolution Books 80 River St Cambridge, MA D2139(617) 4029016

Michigan: Revolution Books 5744 Weodward Ave,, Detrait, MI 48202 (313) B72-2086

Missouri: P.O. Box 6013, St Louls, MO 63139 (3141 7736068

New York:

Buffalo, Box 121, Ellicolt Station, Buffalo, NY 14205
NYC & New Jersey: Revolulion Books, 138 West 10th St NY, NY 10014/(212) 691-3345

North Carolina: P.O. Bux 6214, Greansborg, NC 27405 (918) 2730680

Ohio:

Cinclnnatl, cfo Revolution Books 813 Calhoun St., Gineinnati, OH 45219 (513) 281-4275

Cleveland, P.O. Box 09190, Clevaland, OH 4310‘912161 398-8H65,
Dayton, P.O. Bayx 3005, Cincinnall, OH 45201 {513) 2814275

Oregon:

Porlland, P.O. Box 3821, Portland, OR 97208 (503) 241-2441
Eugane: clo RCYB, P.O. Box 3723, Eugene, ORS7403

Pennsylvania: P.0. Box 11789, Philadelphia, PA 19104/(215) 6258567
Texas: P.O. Box 18112, Houslon, TX 77223 (713)926-2080
washington State: Revolution Books, 5232 University Way N.E Seatlia, WA 98105 (206) 527-8558

. Wast Virginia: P.0. ‘Boy 1974, Charleston, WV 25327

SUBSCRIBE!

One Year—$20 (U.S., Canada, Mexico)

0 Chinese Edition
[ French Edition (monthly) $12

0 English Edition
-] Spanish Edition

‘Ten Weeks—$4.00
(bi-monthly) $20

write'to: Box 34886, Merchaﬁdise Mart, Chicago, IL 60654

Name

Address

City :

State

Zip

[ | want to distribute the Revalutionary Worker, pledgse send me information onlbulk

rates. h'would like to receive

copies per week.

Order Chinese edition from: Everybody's Bookstore, 17 Brerham Place, San Fran:

cisco; CA 94108.

Ordar French from: Reyolution:Books; 138 W. 10th St., NY, NY 10014

For institutions: $30/year. Foreign subscriptions: $50/year Airmall to Latin
America, 880/year Airmail to Africa, Asia, Europe; $20/year Surface Mail.

To comply with postal ragulationsitis necessary to send both the English.and
Spanish ‘sections together, even though you may desire only one of tha
language sectlons, It has also been necessary to make changes on the outside
of the envelope contalning your newspaper to comply with postal regulations.

The Aevalutionary Worker (ISSN 0193-2485) Is published weekly except forthe 41h weekof Decamberand the 4th week ol July, by

ACP Publications, 2625 M. Lincoln :Ave , Chicago, IL 60814. Second Class postage paid al Chicago, IL. Subscriptions and ad:
[dress thanges should be sant to RGP Publications, POB 3486, Chicago, ILBOGSA. Subachptions arp $20 ayear, $4.00 for 10 wanths

inthe US, Canada and Mexico. (830,00 for institulions. Foreign subner(ptions ara $50/year altmallto Lstin Amatica, $80.00/year

Altmall toAfrica, Asla, Edrope, and $20/year by sutface mall)




M_arch 11, 1983—Revolutionary Worker—Page 3

The Challenges
Confronting

‘ Communist

Stand-Up Comedians

= %
=

During the latter part of last year, the Revolutionary Worker ran a series of
articles, Reflections and Sketches, edited from a tape by Bob Avakian, Chair-
man of the Central Committee of the RCP, USA. We are currently printing a
new series of articles, More Reflections and Sketches, by Bob Avakian.

For some time I have been fascinated by the prospects for communist stand-
up comedians. After all, regardless of the politics of any particular comedian,
much of comedy in genéral and stand-up comedy in particular consists of social
and political commentary. How could it be otherwise? Thisis not to say that all
stand-up ‘comedians — or even all those whose social/political barbs are
directed against the status quo — need be, should be, or could be, communists
in today’s world. Nor, certainly should every communist try to be a stand-up
comedian. But it has struck me that joining the ability to do that kind of humor
withia genuinely communist outlook — as opposed toa pitiful doctrinaire, nar-
row and philistine excuse for such an outlook — could make for a dynamite
combination. :

Recently, however, much as I remain convinced of the potential here, it
seems to me that there are real challenges confronting such.communist stand-
up comedians — and others as well who seek to subject the rulers and shapers
of this saciety to ridicule. The problem is that from the President on down,
these people themselves make such ridiculous and outrageous statements and
with a straight face. Let’s take a few examples.

in both his November, 1982 speech on the MX missile (sorry, the
“peacekeeper’’) and more recently in his State of the Union Address, Reagan
harped on the theme that the Soviets are presently committing “‘violations of
international treaties concerning chemical and biological weapons®’ and that
— get this — *‘the whole world remains outraged by the Soviets’ and their
allies” use of biological and chemical weapons against defenseless people in
Afghanistan, Cambodia and Laos. This experience makes ironclad verifica-
tion all'the more essential for arms control.”” There is no doubt much truth to
these accusations, but remember they are being voiced by the same people —
the U.S. imperialists — who (together with their allies) have already used
napalm, phosphorous bombs, Agent Orange and numerous other chemical
and biological weapons ona massive scale — not to mention the atomic bomb
— and who are presently brandishing nuclear bombs and missiles along with
nerve gas, and other chemical and biological weapons and so on.

Or take the recent events in the Middle East, fotusing on Lebanon. Here the
imperialists and their henchmen are playing a solemn game of ‘‘pass the but-
cher."’” Reagan blames Begin, or the Israelis generally; the Israeli government,
and sometimes Begin, blames Sharon; they all blame the Lebanese Phalangists.

‘And, again, all of this is done with a straight face.

There isinfact a deadly serious purpose being served here, beyond delivering '

grushing blows o the Palestinian people’s liberation struggle and strengthen-

ing Israel’s and more generally the Western bloc’s hand in the area. By playing
thischarade thatthe U.S. tried to restrain Israel while Israel tried to restrain the
Phalangists. . .and then sending in the U.S, Marines, together with French and
Italian troops to “‘prevent further slaughter and preserve peace”’ there is a very
significant, and for the Western bloc necessary, effort to restore a noble image
to theirarmed forces and military power, that of the U.S, especially, Through
Vietnam this portrayal of a U.S. that would only use its military power ‘for the
good of our fellow man’’ (to quote Reagan again) had gaping holes blownin it,
even for those who had not previously seen through it, within the U.S. itselfin
particular, Patching this back up and restoring that tattered image as much as
possibleisanimportant part of what the U.S, imperialists mean when they talk
about overcoming the divisions of the Vietnam era; it is a crucial part of their
preparations for another war — this time a world war against the Soviet bloc. It
goes along with Reagan piously proclaiming that ‘‘Responsible members of the
world community do not threaten or invade their neighbors and they restrain
their neighbors from aggression'’ — and really expecting no one to crack up
when he utters thisasa condemnation by U.S. imperialism, not of itself, but of
its rival, Soviet social-imperialism.

One final example for now (as I have said elsewhere, hypocrisy is a big sub-
ject and the hypocrisy of the imperialists seems to have an inexhaustible source
— it will only be extinguished when imperialism is, finally). Reagan declares
that the concession — in the form of a Supreme Court decision — allowing the
right to abortion was a ‘‘tragedy,’’ vowing to reverse this, identifying himself
with the ‘‘right to life’” crusade. This while he makes a point of insisting that
the U.S. soldiers who died in Vietnam:did so in the service of a ‘‘noble’’ cause
and readies missiles, manpower and womanpower for the next, far greater
noble cause. At the same time, the “‘right to lifers,** the “‘moral majority,'" et
al., wave their bibles like weapons in the war against the liberation of women
(and mankind), hissing the commandment ““Thou shalt not kill’’ as.a curse
against. . .the right to abortion(!), while the Jerry Falwells lead their zombie
followers in chants toithe American flag: “‘I love that flag, I would die for that
flag,'* 8 / : '

Well, as I said at the start, it is‘a real challenge to ridicule these people and
their actions without stealing their material! But, on the other hand, their con-
tinual if apparently unintentional self-ridicule can'and should provide a rich
source of exposure — and of fresh material for communist (and other) stand-
up comedians. One has every right to.hope and expect so, because humor is an
indispensable part not only of life in general but of any real revolutionary

meovement. |

NEXT WEEK: SO MANY LIES IN SO LITTLE SPACE
A Look at a Single Paragraph of a Reagan Speech
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Continued from page 1

The basic underlying theme of the
Pope’s mission was to direct any who
would listen to face Washington, D.C.,
bow down, and get ready to fight the
Soviets. But the complexities of Central
America required a somewhat different
sermon depending on the particular
country and the particular audience. To
be effective, the Pope would have to
frame his message differently when
moralizing before, for example, the In-
dians of Guatemala than he:'would when
he spoke to the pro-Sandinista priests of
Nicaragua. But the underlying content
was consistent.

The Pope got down to business as soon
as his. DC10 landed in Costa Rica. After
the traditional ground-kissing episode (to
be repeated in every country he visited),
he launched into his first tirade. Of
course, J.P.II gave his consolations, of-
fering *‘to share the pain’’ and generally
bemoaning all the vicious circumstances
facing .the Central Amierican targets of
U.S. imperiai domination — death
squads, poverty, refugees, etc. But he
emphasized that changing any of this
must be accomplished “without resort to
violence or collectivist systems that can
prove no less oppressive to the dignity of
man than pure economic capitalism."’
Undoubtedly the:man of peace much pre-
fers moderate, reform-type capitalism,
like the strategic hamlet/death to the
tiller land reform program the U.S. has
instituted in El Salvador.

Costa Rica also provided the Pope the
opportunity for showing great concern
for exiles — those who have been forced
to flee their home countries for one
reason or another. However, it seems
that certain countries were more-eligible
than others. The Pope managed to fitina
meeting with a Cuban exile group on his
busy agenda. And his sermon in San
José’s La Sabana Park also, featured a
small group of exiles from Nicaragua
prominently displaying placards and
signs that read, *“We pray for Nicaragua
and Poland,” and *‘Priests with: Christ
and not Marx.”

This is all merely religious adoration,
according to the Western press, and quite
appropriate activity for those in the
presence of his holiness. What a stark
contrast with his next stop — in
Nicaragua. There, some people had the
nerve to display disrespectful political
banners, such as the one that read:
“Thank God and the Revolution,™ and
the holy ears were also forced tolistentoa
long welcoming speech from Sandinista
leader Daniel Ortega, who made the
point that there were many Christians
among the Sandinistas. What sacrilege!
But dealing with such sacrilege was
precisely the purpose of the Pope’s brief
stopover in Nicaragua.

As in the rest of Central America, the

Catholic Church in Nicaragua has

become a key battleground between the
most loyal U.S. bootlickers and their op-
position, including more nationalist and
social-democratic forces, and pro-Soviet
revisionist forces as well. The church
hierarchy, headed up by Archbishop

Obando y Bravo has become the rallying -

point for U.S. lackeydom in Nicaragua,
and. has taken the offensive inside
Nicaragua in attacking the Sandinista
government in conjunction with the ex-
iles’ military attacks launched from
beyond the borders. At the same fime, a
pro-Sandinista ‘‘people’s church’ has
been formed, with much of the rank and
file clergy and laity supporting it. For the
pro-Soviet revisionists who play the
leading role in the Sandinista-led state ap-
paratus, this “‘people’s church’” has been
a crucial arena for maneuyering, especial-
Iy trying to use it to keep a semblance of
the historic compromise coalition
together in the face of U.S. efforts to
““destabilize” the regime. Five Catholic
clergymen hold government positions,
including the foreign minister and the
Minister of Culture. The Minister of
Culture, poet Ernesto Cardenal, is also
the leader of the “‘people’s church."
Because of his active role in the over-
throw of Somoza and his anti-U.S,
posture, Cardenal is probably the most
popular priest in Latin America today.
Three months ago, in tandem with
Reagan’s trip to Latin America, the
Vatican announced that the Pope would

refuse to visit Nicaragua if the priests did
not resign from the government. When
this was refused, a period of maneuvering
ensued and a compromise was reached —
the Pope would show up if the priests
would disappear so that his holiness
wouldn't have to greet them. But by the
time of his mission, the Pope had made it

clear that he was going to come out °

swinging on his arrival in Nicaragua. So,
the Sandinistas countered by putting the
charismatic Father Cardenal, dressed in
peasant clothing, in the papal receiving
line. As the Pope approached, Cardenal
removed his ever-present beret and knelt
down to Kkiss the Pope's ring — a
calculated moye designed to imply papal
acceptance of the ‘““people’s church’’ and
government minister Cardenal, some-
thing that the revisionists have been angl-
ing for. But the Pope countered by pull-
ing back his hand and admonishing
Cardenal, ““You must straighten out your
position with the church.”’ The geo-
religious jockeying in Nicaragua was off
to a grand start.

Over’ the next few hours, the Pope
escalated his side of the barrage. He
praised Archbishop Obando y Bravo in
every speech and made a point of attack-
ing the “‘people’s church’ as “‘absurd
and dangerous,’’ stressing absolute obe-
dience to the church hierarchy, A related
scene was the admonition: ‘‘Don’t forget
that you do not need ideologies alien to
your Christian condition to love and to
defend man.”* At his final appearance in
Managua, some pre-rehearsed
demonstrators tried to get the Pope to
condemn the U.S.-sponsored exile
assaults and offer a prayer for the

Nicaraguans who had been killed, but the

Holy Father would have none of it. In-
stead, he took up the cause of the Miskito
Indians saying, ‘1 love the Miskitos
because they are human beings,”” and
addingin the Miskito language, “‘Miskito
power.’” Of course; because the early
Spanish ‘colonialists with the active par-
ticipation of the church alternately
murdered and enslaved them, there are
no Indians in the western half of
Nicaragua; the wholesale destruction of
any remnants of the Mayan culture was

also part of Catholicism’s legacy. But if -

the U.S., with its record on the native
question, can take advantage of
revisionist-led mistreatment of the
Miskitos, can the Pope be far behind?

The papal’s defense of Indian rights
reared its cynical head one more time dur=
ing the crusade, when the Pope con-
ducted a highly publicized visit to-Quet-
zaltenango in Guatemala. Here, in'one of
the highland areas where large numbers
of Indians have been picking up weapons
and joining guerillas (and revisionist in-
fluence is also growing), the Pope spoke
out against the “‘discrimination you suf-
fer and the injustices you must put up
with; the serious difficulties you havein
defending your lands and your rights; the
frequent lack of respect for your customs
and traditions.”’ He called for the forma-
tion of organizations, run by the church,
to fight for *‘Indian rights.”* Naturally,
this was punctuated by the warning tothe
villagers not to ‘‘allow yourself to be used
by ideologies that incite you to violence
and death.”

Guatemala also offered a closeup view
of the rivalry between the Protestant fun-
damentalism of General Rios Montt and
the Catholicism of the Pope. One of Rios
Montt’s secret tribunals had marked six
people for execution, and the pontiff had
urged the general not to murder them
while his holiness was traipsing around
the region. But the general didn’t really
give a damn about the papal image, and
the executions were carried out. It was'a
slap in the Pope’s face, but then Rios
Montt has long maintained that his born-
again believers are better defenders of the
faith than the Catholics. After all, there
are too many of these “‘liberation
theology’' types running around in the
Catholic Church, and while the Pope
may be doing his best to get rid of them,
you won’t find any such nonsense in the
religion of Ronald Reagan and Rios
Montt.

The Vatican professed shock at the ex-
ecutions, calling them ‘‘incredible,'” and
there was even speculation that the Pope
might" refuse to come to Guatemala.
However, the Pope was needed here, and
so the issue was never really in doubt.
John Pauldid make some *‘circumspect’’
comments about torture, massacres, ex-
ecutions and so forth, saying that “God
will punish™ those who do such things,

-
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but it was a limp-wristed sermon when
compared with the hammer of “‘alien
ideologies’’ and “‘inciting to violence”
that he reserved for the “‘evil’’ opposi-
tion. When all is said and done, both the
born-again butcher and the political pon-
tiff serve the same god, and there is room
for both at the U.S.’ altar.

El Salvador

The Pope's nine-hour wvisit to El
Salvador was the cornerstone of his mis-
sion. While the vast exposure of the U.S.’
bloody rolein El Salvador required a cer-
tain facade of distance, the Pope's trip
was designed to'offer the utmost support
of the U.S.’ dual tactics. At the preplan-
ned welcoming ceremony, President
Alvaro Magana announced the new U.S,
decision to move up El Salvador’s
presidential elections from their original-
ly scheduled datein 1984 to December of
this year. Then, as per the script, John
Paul gave hissupport to the plan, saying
it would help bring *‘true democracy'
(nothing political here) to El Salyador,
adding that the selution is *‘reconcilia-
tion.” Thus the Pope gave his blessing for
the particular negotiating tactic that the
U.S. has adopted. U.S. administration
leaders have made it clear that they are
willing to hold formal talks with certain
FDR leadersif the subject of those talks is
participation in U.S.-sponsored elec-
tions. The $110 million in new military
aid'for El Salvador is, in part, designed to
add more pressure on those FDR leaders
to accede to the 1J.S.” plan. The Pope’s
tacit endorsement is an added pressure
towards the same end. A leader of the
Christian Democrats drove. the point
home with his comments on the Pope's
spectacle; ““It is wonderful, I think it is
the best visit in Central America,"'" said
Julio Rey Prendes. “‘In the elections we
are going to assure all the guarantees
possible to include the left.”’

The Pope also played to the grand-
stand by visiting the tomb of Archbishop
Romero, murdered in 1980 while deliver-
ing mass. The late archbishop has
become a big symbol to a wide-range of
forces in El Salvador. It is well known
that he was executed by the ruling
Salvadoran compradors (including
Roberto D' Aubuisson, current president
of the Constituent Assembly). What is
less well known!is the fact that the Pope
essentially gave the okay to Romero’s ex-
ecutioners. The archbishop had been ad-
vocating “‘dialogue’* and a “‘third way"'
at a time when the U.S. was demanding
absolute obedience to the regime as it was
then constituted. Romero had also called
to the Salvadoran troops to disobey any
orders to massacre civilians. The U.S.

lodged ‘a protest of Romero's actions
with the Vatican, and when there was no
defense of Romero forthcoming, the way
was cleared for a death squad style
assassination of the archbishop. Con-
sidering the Pope’s own:role, the visit to
Romero’s tomb just might have set a
papal record for hypocrisy — but there
was too much competition for the record
at every stop on his tour.

Just before his arrival in El Salvador,
the Pope appointed Arturo Rivera y
Damas as Romero’s replacement. Rivera
y Damas earned his promotion by being
consistently “‘even-handed’ in his con-
demnation of both “!left’’ and “‘right.”
For example, whenthe government sub-
jected the town of Berlin to an in-
discriminate bombing campaign recently,
Rivera y Damas blamed the guerrillas for
having taken over the town!

For their part, the pro-Soviet revi-
sionists in El Salvador tried to make the
maximum use of the Pope’s visit to pro-
mote the kind of negotiations they would
like to see carried out —those that would
leave them the most maneuvering room.
A key part of their maneuvering is trying
to use the symbolof Romero for that pur-
pose: Thus, they organized a number of
people to wave clandestine pictures that
showed the Pope and the late archbishop
together — a picture that had been ban-
ned by the official welcoming committee
for the Pope. The front page of the Mex-
ican newspaper Uno . Mas Uno also
featured a photo of FMLN members
holding up'a banner saying, ‘‘Welcome
John Paul I, Justice for the Assassins of
Msgr. Romero." But the Pope was ready
with a snappy comeback: *‘l ask that you
always respect his (Romero’s) memory,;
and that no one ideological interest
manipulates the sacrifice that a pastor
delivered to his flock.”’ And he further
placed the blame on “'ideologies that see
struggle as the motive force of history”
(sic) for *“creating difficult conditions for
dialogue."’ :

All'in all, it was a thoroughly profes-
sional performance from: beginning to
end. This “‘eminently religious'’
representative of the U.S. imperialist bloc
had carried out his political task to the ut-
most. It should now be crystal clear toall
that the question is not whether or not
priests should be involved in politics, but
which politics they will be permitted to be
involved in. And in case someone missed
the point, as his trip was ending, the
Vatican announced that Poland was the
Pope’s next journey, scheduled for June.
And as soon as he left the Caribbean,
Ronald Reagan announced that he had
made up his mind — El Salvador would
need $110 million more in military aid. [
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State Clears Track To Railroad
Damell Summers

Murder charges brought again 14 years
later?. . .on flimsier evidence than in the
original case in 19697...totally un-
precedented!! Case dismissed on the
grounds that it violated the defendant’s
right to due process and a speedy trial,
ruled the judge. If you are a regular
reader of the R then you are no doubt
wondering, didn’t the judge already turn
down a defense motion to dismiss the
charges against Darnell Summers for pre-
arrest delay and lack of speedy trial? He
did.

Now one month later in an interesting
twist, the same Judge Joseph Sullivan ata
pre-trial hearing on March 2 in the Wayne
County Circuit Court in Detroit, Michi-
gan found'that ke could not say with cer-

tainty the reason there had been the same °

delay (14 years is a delay!) in bringing the
case of Gale Simmons to trial. Therefore
he dismissed the murder charge against
her for the death of Robert Gonser, a
Michigan red squad cop killed in 1968
during a rebellion in Inkster, Michigan.
Sullivan in'his ruling from the bench bas-
ed the dismissal on the fact that the
“evidence” which formed the basis of
Simmons® arrest in 1981 was less in-
criminating than the “‘evidence’ her ar-
rest was based on in 1969. (In both in-
stances the judge mainly referred to
statements coerced from Simmons by the
police implicating herself and others, in-
cluding Darnell in Gonser’s murder —
statements which she later retracted as
lies.)

If Judge Sullivan can’t (really won’t)
explain why there was a 14 year delay in
prosecuting Simmons, it is no mystery to
anyone familiar with the relentless
railroad of Darnell Summers, a Black
revolutionary internationalist, currently
underway in Detroit, Michigan. In the
original 1969 case; when Simmons was a
defendant, the judge did not bind her
over for trial on grounds of insufficient
evidence since she had agreed to becomea
witness for the state. Unfortunately for
the prosecution, her testimony conflicted
with that of their other ‘‘star witness”
and both of them later recanted their
testimony, admitting they had lied. The
current’ prosecution of Gale Simmons

. was simply the state making good on its

threat to try her for murder after she
refused to testify against Darnell Sum-
mers. After spending all of 1981 harass-
ing Simmons, arresting her on murder
charges, keeping her incarcerated for
several months, the prosecution finally
got.her to sign their scripted statement ac-
cusing Darnell of the Gonser murder.
Two days after Darnell was: extradited
back to the U.S. from West Germany, in
July 1982, Simmons called the media to
publicly denounce the frameup of
Darnell and repudiate the statement she
had signed under police duress. In retri-
bution and in a blatant and shabby at-

_tempt to tighten the vise on their former

“star witness’ the prosecution of Gale
Simmons was underway. Judge Sullivan,
in ruling to dismiss the charges against
Simmons, was hardly weighing the in-
justice and trampling of her legal rights
that had transpired. Rather it most likely
reflected the prosecution’s (with the ac-
tive assistance of his honor) weighing
how to best gear up for a conviction of
Darnell Summers. Undoubtedly the state
had to consider how well its effort to pro-
duce a compliant witness through conti-
nuing to prosecute Simmons.was going,
as well as the fact that her approaching
tridl ran a real risk of ending in acquittal,
which. would make a conviction of
Darnell more difficult to obtain.

The ruling to ‘dismiss the murder
charge against Gale Simmons is fine — it
exposes all the more clearly what the state
has been up fo all along in this case, It
makes the prosecution’s contention look
even more ridiculous that this case was
the product of “‘continuing investigation
since 1969 in-which witnesses just hap-
pened (o come forward recently. It is a

stark, if unintended, admission that the
arrest and prosecution of Simmons was
all'along a prelude and a means to tryand
railroad Darnell Summers to make an ab-
ject lesson of Darnell to millions for his
internationalist politics and his revolu-
tionary work, especially in West Ger-
many. (Simmons” falsified testimony in
1981 was the sole evidence used to effect

Darnell’s extradition back tothe U.S. on .

murder charges.)

In case there is any doubt with these re-
cent developments that the state plans to
move full steam ahead with the railroad
of Darnell Summers, the prosecution and
the judge both took steps to help erase
them. Immediately after the dismissal of
the charges against Gale Simmons, the
prosecutor announced to Detroit report-
ers that this would in 70 way change his
intention to prosecute Darnell, The judge
himself recently took some of the still
pending pre-trial motions in Darnell’s
case under advisement and then as if-to
indicate how he would eventully rule on
them, informed Darnell’s attorney that
the defense could appeal the ruling before
the trial got underway. The judge added a
final touch of irony to his ruling when he
found in Gale Simmons’ case that a 14
year delay in prosecution was ‘‘un-
precedented.”” The judge said, “‘I’ve
located cases in five years, six years, but
I've located none of 14 years.” Fourteen
years, how unprecedented — except in
the case of Darnell Summers which the
very same lying judge is presiding over.
And only one month earlier this judge
had denied the motion to dismiss
Darnell’s case based on pre-arrest delay
and lack of a speedy trial. Given all the
lengths the state has gone to so far, the
repeated use of already discredited,
twice-recanted lies as “‘evidence’), all the
threats, cajoling and intimidation 'to
coerce witnesses to lie in order to frame
Darnell, it would'not be far-fetched to ex-
pect more of the same in the future.

As always with these legal dogs,
enough is never enough. In the course of

Vet Writes

recent pre-trial hearings the state has in-
sidiously and with the most unmitigated
gall tried to actually assert the blame for
the flip-flopping of their witnesses on
revolutionaries who have consistently
sought to publicly expose“this railroad.
During the February speedy trial eviden-
tiary hearing in Darnell’s case, one pig
testified that in July 1980 he received a
phone call from Gale Simmons, then a
prosecution witness, stating that she was
being threatened by the Communist
Workers Party (sic) and was concerned
for her life and that she later gave the
same pig an article (which he claimed was
from the Revolutionary Worker) that was
the alleged' basis for her fear and later
recantation. This pig claimed Gale said

the article stated that the case against -

Darnell would be dismissed if she did not
testify and that *‘she read something into
ir.”* Of course, defense attorneys refuted
the existence of these fabricated threats
and the prosecution didn’t produce one
iota of evidence to back up these
outrageousassertions. It is truly amazing
levels of pig logic and hypocrisy for these
same masters at threat and intimidation,
who arrested Simmons ‘‘out of the blue®’
in’ Pennsylvania, jailed her for months
and cranked up the legal machinery to
send her to life in prison and a murder
rap, exactly in order to falsely frame
Darnell, to then turn around and point
their fingers at an RW article which ex-
posed the truth about their flimsy
railroad, and especially their use of Sim-
mons’ coerced and discredited testimony
as their sole “‘evidence’’ to have Darnell
extradited. It would be completely
laughableif there were not another threat
implied against those who would expose
them. In fact, it has been the prosecution
and the political police who have had all
along made such desperate efforts to
coerce witnesses into testifying, using any
rotten' lie, the central tactic in their
railroad of Darnell Summers. (There
have been 3 different witnesses, including
Simmons who the prosecutor has.tried to

use at different times, each with mutually
exclusive, conflicting stories, and all of
these witnesses have admitted lying in ex-
change for leniency, dropping other
unrelated charges against them and so
on.) The current defense of Darnell Sum-
mers has never been based on awaiting a
good turn in fluctuating witnesses but on
politically exposing the flimsiness of the
case and'the true political motivations in
their persecution of Darnell Summers
and rallying forces to oppose it. That the
state has at the hearr of its case
discredited, perjured, conflicting
testimony only makes the nature of the
railroad clearer.

It is political exposure that the state
fears in trying to carry out this

"outrageous railroad for a minimal

political price; This was spelled out in'a
memo released during a recent eviden-
tiary hearing written by a woman in their
extradition department. The'memo dated
July 15, 1982, read: ‘‘Due to the many
letters received from arpund the country,
W. Germany and Portugal from revolu-
tionary internationalist groups protesting
the extradition of this defendant who
seems to be a hero with the communist
movement. . .advised Lt. to make ar-
rangements with Washington to get an
Air Force plane on the return trip to
ayoid possible confrontation at the air-
port in Germany and to cancel his com-
mercial reservations after he arrives safe-
ly in the U.S.. ..”" The prosecution’s ap-
prehension here is clearly over how to
avoid a possible public political protestin
Germany, to carry-out the kidnapping of
Darnell Summers back to the U.S. with as
little public outcry as possible. Through
all the twists and turns of this railroad, in-
cluding important pre-trial hearings on
the bad faith motion, try as they will, the
state will not be able to avoid paying the
price of political exposure for even at-
tempting to carry out this railroad as
more learn of itand continue to come for-
ward and actively work todefeatit. O

I, For One, Hail the Fury

To the RW,

As | finished reading your latest
issue, a multitude of memories and
associated feelings come to the sur-
face. Feelings that were a major im-
petus to my stand today. In seeing the
slogan “Unleash the Fury of Women as
a Mighty Force for Revolution,” | am at
once catapulted back to the early '70s
when the women's movement.was very
radical, very furious, and right on target.
I'was an idealistic but explorative young
man who sensed a kinship with this
fury. As paradoxical as it may seem, |
was a member of the most imperialistic
aspect of this competitive, anti-feminist
society, the military. -

We would do well to explore the op-
pression of women in the military. On a
daily basis, | experienced the super-
macho, violently competitive at-

:mosphere of today's warrior. |

remember a particular incident of being
told by a career Air Force sergeant that
bombers loved to bomb village bridges
at noon in Vietnam because that was
when the most women and children
would be crossing those bridges. This
example of murderous chauvinism
against women is twice as acute now
as the present ruling class Is once
again thrusting the military to the
forefront.

| eannot describe the intense psychic
pain experienced as | saw the small
percentage of women thrust into the
wolves’ denand viewed the predators
preying over them like flies over the pro-
verbial shit;.with sex as the only motiva-
tion. For instance | have heard many of:
ficers of different ranks say that the
way to.control women is to keep them

split (meaning their legs).

The sub-culture that | was forced to
live in'was sounifocal in'view that to
think outside of it was heresy. Many of
us turned to drugs for escape; What |
see now | have been raving about for
years, but women have no say at all in
today’s Navy, Army, etc. Today's
military man Is more oppressive than
ever. They fear that the last bastion of
chauvinism will be infiltrated by normal
peaple; women. Some of the highest in-
cidences of wife-battering are in the
military, and having spent some time
with the Marines as part of a medical
team l.can attest to the atrocities com-
mitted there. For example, there were
numerous instances where | saw, but
was toldto be quiet, or saw the incident
but read a totally different report, of
wives; after being victimized and beaten
by their husbands, snuck into the back
door to:see amedic or doctor they knew
would say nothing, especially in the
middle of the night, If the husband was
an officer or senlor enlisted man, and
some.complaints were made, the com-
manding officer would discreetly ask
that the report be thrown out and would
“guarantee” counseling to the man.
Another incident I'm reminded of is a
joint exercise between the Marines and
the Army. It was decided to allow the
Marines to mingle with the Army. The

first night the Marines who were all men -

attempted twice to rape the Army
women who were with the Army infan-
try. What was done if anything to those
Marines was-Kept very quiet.

Having left the military with furious
disqust, | can only-admire even more
the disgust that women hold today. |

grow even more irate with bourgeois
movies like ""An Officer and A
Gentleman,' that display such op-
pressive, unrealistic crap, making the
military look like a shaper of men and
“lost" women cooing after these
reshaped men.

The military is only a microcosm of
society that reflects the basis of so-
ciety's drives.and feelings. And it is
becausée of this that it is worth studying.
It would be so fitting to.see the symbol
of imperialism, the military, be the first
link:of the'chain that women's fury
breaks. Men had better wake up'and
realize what is happening. My military
experience only forced an internal con-
flict as | felt one way but was told to
think another. Qut of conflict comes
revolution, growth. For me, | saw the
hypocrisy and sexism rampant in this
most chauvinistic and jJingoistic sub-
culture. :

As women break the shackles of op-
pression and grow, men can choose to
grow with themand shape destiny
together, or they can choose to bury.
their heads'in the sand. They will find
today's Army. groveling in the same dirt.
| for one decided long ago to grow, and |
shall'also break those chains that are
even stronger on:the visionary men of
society than one might think.

Yes! Women of today, break those
chains and open the door of revolution.
As they unleash that fury men can
choose to affirm that fury orcanstand
rigid and attempt to smother it. I, for
one, hail the fury and shall advance on
to revolution.

An elght year Navy man that rebelled
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Women’s Day March in Berkeley

A powerful International Women's
Day rally and march started at noon on
March 8th at the UC Berkeley campus.
The: rally was called by the Berkeley
Feminist Alliance, and speakers included
the Oakland Feminist Women's Health
Center, Tina Fishman, and the satire
group, Ladies Against Women.

The Berkeley Feminist Alliance had set
aside upper Sproul Plaza for the rally
weeks before, but apparently the univer-
sity authorities sensed the political threat
the rally posed; on the morning of March
8th, organizers learned that all the sound
amplification equipment had been locked
in a room that had been declared unsafe
due to asbestos! No one was supposed to
gven enter the room, but a sympathetic
electrician put on a respirator and
managed (o piece together a sound
system out of a tangle of equipment. It
was well worth his effort.

The MC set a sweeping and interna-
tionalist tone to the rally: “Slavery still
exists, feudalism exists, rape still exists,
and we are going to stop it. Our intent is
to stop rape. Our intent is to stop rape of
the peog!e. our intent is Lo stop rape of
the land, our intent is to stop rape of

women. . .our intent is to stop rape

Shine the Light
of Revolution
Behind the Prison Walls

Contribute to the Prisoners Revolutionary Literature Fund

The Revelutionary Communist Party receives many letters and requests for
literature from prisoners in the hell-hole torture chambers from Attica to San
Quentin. There are'thousands more brothers and sisters behind bars who have

worldwide. Rape is international.”’

The rally drew over 100 students,
mainly women, who were attracted by its
radical and revolutionary thrust and saw
it as a breath of fresh air, in marked con-
trast to the normal political scene at
Berkeley these days. The speeches had a
hard, militant edge and a number target-
ted imperialism worldwide.

Tina Fishman said in her speech, ““This
case (the political kidnapping of her
daughter) is part of a political and
ideological offensive on’ women — to
drag society back to medieval standards
of queens and subjects — a reactionary
atmospherein preparation to fight forthe
old order in a nuclear exchange to see
who will rule over us. Part of this
onslaught is to even have women accept
the idea of rape as a natural phenomenon
— part of men’s instinct for survival to
perpetuate his gene pool as part of
natural selection, a concept now being
legitimately debated in socio-biological
sciences!™

about 100 women went on the march
around the campus and into Berkeley,

The march continued the interna-
tionalism and radical thrust of the rally.
One of the targets was the campus ROTC
building, where an American flag was
produced; and stuffed into a garbage
can, The march then went into the city of
Berkeley, where a porno shop was
targeted. Garbage was thrown in the
doorway, shelves inside were dumped
over, and the very appropriate red, white
and blue bunting draped around the
display in the front window was
tampered with by some youth inspired by
the march and rally, Returning to the
campus, the march targeted the BETA
Fraternity, a fraternity notorious for
racist and sexist harassment.

A further indication of the timeliness
and impact of the action was the
favorable front page article on the march

* in the Berkeley student newspaper the

next day. The rally and march was cer-
tainly a hint of things to come, and a sign

Many of the women commented that of the fury of women manifesting itself in

they felt the whole rally represented
something new, and quite welcome. The
MC called for people to march; and to act
on what had been said at the rally and

campus. . ]
N

We prisoners, members of the Black Prisoners
Caucus at the State Reformatory at Monroe, are

revolutionary greatings to all those celebrating In-
ternational Women's Day. We see that part of the
whole process of revolutionis breaking the chains
of women's oppression, what a tremendous force
for revolution this unleashes and that without the
full participation'of women, revolution itself is im-
possible. We also see that, as some of society's
politically.conscious people here, we have a re-
sponsibility to' struggle for that kind of under-
standing among our brothers here and people we
know outside the wall. The chains of women's op-
pression, along with:all the chains of oppression
under which we suffer, will be broken!

Dear Comrades,

It is my:sincere wishes that upon this Commu-
nique It finds you and all the brothers and sisters
of R\W. in the very best of health and spirit. . .

give you a brief introduction.

1'am a young Black - man, age 22, and presently
Incarcerated over here at Montgomery County
Prison. | was a recent cellmate of a couple of bro-
thers who came to Montgomery Gounty Prison
from upstate for purposes of trial.

| found very hard to believe. Since their departure,
| have read Revolutionary Worker, one of several
newspapers which they had left behind. | am still
locked in the hole and | truly miss reading news-
papers such as Revolutionary Worker, and | am in
serious need of some reading material because
after reading A.W.,’Hfind these everyday American

At the present time | 'am without any funds due
to property that | was accused of destroying. My
visits have been cut off for 30/days.and ['will sub-
scribe to R.W. as soon as | am financially able.
Would you please mail- me copies until then?

that they find/my Brothers and Sisters in a strong
state of mind andin good health. As for myself |

some bad news for you all that two weeksago |
was set up by these Anglo-Saxons and put in'the

. I'have received (regarding RCP Funddrive—ed.)
and | am sorry |'cannot get some help from some
of therighteous fellow comrades here in this hell-
hole but | hope that they have gat your call for the
Major Party Fund Drive.So my brothers and sis-

ed state | know it might not be much; but things
are bad in here and they are even more bad’off in
this box, but | am sending a Fund Drive donation
for$5.00...

| close for now, but not my thoughts of you all
out there. And the struggle still lives.inside of me

a new and fuller way on the Berkeley

itself the product of gross discrimination,:send our

signed by the

Black Prisoners Caucus 1983
and seven individual members
Monroe, Washington

| have never subscribed or wrote this office prior
to now, so'allow me the opportupity at this time to

While here, they really opened my eyes to things

newspapers to be quite obscuring to say the |east.

The Struggle Continues

I hope when these few lines reach my comrades
am strong and being strong for the struggle. | have

box in Attica and the note that you all had sent me

_ters out there struggling in this world of a depress-

refused to be beaten down and corrupted in the dungeons of the capitalist class
and who thirst for and need the Revolutionary Worker and other revolutionary
literature. To help make possible getting the Voice of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party as well as other Party literature and books on Marxism-Leninism,
Mao Tsetung Thought behind the prison walls, the Revolutionary Worker has
established a special fund, Contributions should be sent to:

no matter how much they try to drain my mind'and
spirit, you know. And | also close with.my Peace
and Strength'to you all.

Prisoners Revolutionary Literature Fund
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart
Chicago,’1L. 60654
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Another

“Handout”

In January, Interior Secretary James
Watt stated, *‘If you want an example of
the failures of socialism, don’t go to
Russia, come here to America and go to
an Indian reservation.'' Last week, an-
other example of what Mr. Watt’s reser-
vation “‘socialism’’ is all about and how
:he government is dealing with it cameto
ight.

At a science writers’ forum in Wash-
ington, D.C., the head of the National
Kidney Foundation, Dr. David Ogden,
made public- a memo from the Indian
Health Service, signed by its/leading of-
ficials, that bars kidney dialysis treatment
“‘for new patients (with) end-stage renal
disease.’’ The order applies to Indians on
reservations in most of Arizona. Dr.
Ogden, infuriated about this, said that
the failure to obtain the periodic blood
cleansing that dialysis provides would be
a *‘sentence of death"’ for probably close
to 20 Indians per year, deaths which
could almost certainly be prevented
through dialysis. He said that this will
save the government halfa million dollars
per year — since annual treatment costs
about §25,000 per patient. The treatment
will simply be withheld, and the disease

will take its course. One more
‘‘hand-out” from Uncle' Sam, one more
*‘free ride'" — once again, like so many

times before, straight to the graveyard.

That the Indians get renal, or kidney,
diseases and need dialysis treatments in
the first place is itself a product of the
wretched conditions of Mr. Watt's reser-
vation ‘‘socialism’’. Among those who
will be cut off from dialysis are members
of two tribes, the Pima and Papago, who
have the highest rates of diabetes in the
world, and, according to Dr. Ogden, are
at far greater than normal risk of end-
stage kidney disease. The incidence of
these diseases among Indians in Arizona
generally is about twice: that of the
general population in the U.S. Among
the factors contributing to this is the In-
dians’ lack of food and their high-
carbohydrate diet.

In response to Dr. Ogden’s exposure,
the government said that the memo was
“‘an internal management document on-
ly.” It wasn't meant for public eyes!
Murdering calculations of the price of In-
dian peoples’ lives are normally carried
out by ourrulersin private!

Wilson

Continued from page 2

been the focus of sharp debate and
discussion. One yiew pins all the blame
on Dickow and Arabs in general. At the
same time others who have been drawn
into motion by this see it differently and
argue another point of view. One man
put itlike this to'a roomful of friends and
neighbors gathered to. discuss the devel-
opments: “They got you in a vise with
this kind of thing, Here 1 am getting
ready to fight one man and I’m standing
on a soup line, Meanwhile those at the
top are sitting back and passing all Kinds
of laws every day aimed at keeping us
down while we're thinking about this
other guy. This thing here is to confuse
you. And who are these people? They are
peons:in’ their own country. Only a tiny
handful over there own anything. These
Chaldeans are treated in their own coun-
try like we are’ here. And the Palestinians,
why they don’t even have a country, it
was stolen from them."

A.C. Wilson is dead. Meantime the
system-whose hand lies behind'his murder
is jockeyirig to obscure its role in the
wholesituation. Peopleare outraged over

“his murder and even more so over the
statement the bourgeoisie has made
about the value of the life of a Black
youth. Inthe course of the wrangling and
agonizing going on the real workings of
this setup are becoming clear: In the
words of one guy at the end of along and
heated discussion, “‘Let’s be for real. It's
the system that'created this situation. We
have to target the enemy in this thing."”” [0




Reprint from Mass Line

Behind the Violence

Belaw weare reprinting an article from
the February edition of ‘the Indian
Marxist-Leninist newspaper, Mass Line,
an the violence that has engulfed the
northeastern Indian state of Assam, (rig-
gered by the enforced holding of élections
by the Gandhi government.

A few background poinis-are in order.

For the past several years, the
Assamese people—one of the many op-
pressednationalities of India— have been
rebelling against the central government,
last vear bringing down the state ad-
ministration and forcing Gandhi to place
Assam under “‘direct rule”—martial law:
The recent election was for the purpose of
reasserting this “‘direcr rule"—through
democratic means, of course. Assamese
nationalists called' for a boycort of the
electian as part of thestruggle against the
central government. In the course of this,
violence broke out between different sec-
tions of the oppressed. This has been
manifested in a series of brutal raids and
inassacres that have involved Assamese,
various tribal groupings in the region,
and Bengali immigrants who have
streamed into Assam from neighboring
Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan)
over the last few years and whom Gandhi
has tried to cultivate as a base of support,
{Butapparently, as thearticle implies, the
Sighting was not only between those who
supported and opposed the election.)

An element of the Assamese national
movement has been the call for the depor-
tation of Bengali immigrants — the
“foreign nationals® — and recently, a
demand that the immigrants be excluded
[from the voting roils. An editorial’in the
Jan. issue of Mass Line spoke to the
source of the situation in which the op-
pressed are being set at each other’s
throats:

““The foreign nationals issue which has
plunged Assam into a three year long
agitation against the policies of the cen-
tral government is the product of the irra-
tional division: of the Indian sub conti-
nent on religious basis. This was done by
the British imperialists with the full sup-
port.from Congress and Muslim League,
the two main collaborationisis of the
British rulers. The policy of suppression
of minority nationalities perpelrated by
the dominant rulers after 1947 only add-
ed to the problem. Cultural overshadow-
ing and economic plunder of various.na-
tionalities is as rampant within India in
the same way as imperialist culture and
econowmic plunder stands in relation (o
the entire couniry.”"

- Of course, in recent decades it has been
the Soviet and U.S. overlords that have
averseen the further carving and recary-
ing of the region that has exacerbated
divisions among the people. In fact, it
wqs atrocities of the war they instigated
between India and Pakistan in 1971 and
the subsequent oppression.and exploita-
tion of broken-off Bangladesh by these
cantending imperialists that was respon-
sible fordriving the latest wave of Bengali
immigranis inlo Assam.

It Is important to nole thal the

Assqmese national' movement itself is

contradictory, made up of divergent class
forces. An excerpt from a document
adopted by the Assam State Plenum of
the Central Reorganisation. Comniitiee
of the Communist Party of India (M-L)
inNovember 1982 sheds somelight on the
complexities involved. In analyzing the
movement in Assam, (he document
notes: “Though (the) petty bourgeois
class {s the main. fighting force in (the)
Assam movement, they constitute.a mere
fraction of iis leadership. They arelargely
influenced by other sections of leadership
like local bourgeoisie and feudals. ... "
(The resolution appears in full in Mass
Line, Feb. '83.)

The Indian goverment imposed the
elections on Assam with every expecia-
tion of unleashing reactionary forces and

in Assam

setting sections of the masses againsteach
other while at the same time manufactur-
ing justifications for increased interven-
tion and suppression by.the forces of the
state. (To cite just one example of the
government's incitements, India’s
railway minister was exposed as having
made speeches to Bengalis in which he
said, “If they kill one of yours, youw kill
Jour of them.") And in these efforts,

Gandhi and her Congress (1) Party receiv--

ed the unqualified backing of India’s
revisionist ruling partners as the CPl and
the CPI{M) (Communist Party of India

and its “*Marxist®’ progeny — both pro-.

Soviet) headed up a front called the Left
and Democratic Alliance which fully
backed 'the elections and helped whip up
Bengalis against ‘Assamese, with the
CPI(M) in- particular crying that the
struggle in Assam was a secessionist trend
and that it should be opposed to defend
India’s “national integrity.” :

Likewise, the hand of India’s otherim-
perialist mentor could be visibly seen stir-
ring the waters of reaction. Notably the
pro-U.S. Janata Party opposed the
holding of elections while supporting
reactionary incitement by Assamese
leaders. Thisstance was clearly calculated
{0 aim Some fire at the well-exposed posi-
tion of the revisionist parties in siding
with the government and to embarrass
Gandhi — perhaps creating some
pressure for her to put more eggs into the
U.S., not'the Soviet, basket.

Within the last two weeks more than a
thousand innocent people were killed in
Assam. Estimates of the number vary,
but the most conservative calculations
point out fratricidal clashes have claimed
more than six hundred lives. Top govern-
‘ment bureaucrats gracefully concede that
they have *‘lost count’’ of the dead
bodies. Theyintend perhapsto supply the
correct information after the dead have
fully integrated with soil. About four
hundred people are estimated to have
been killed in violence involving the
police and paramilitary [police] forces.
Beyond doubt the estimated number of
one thousand deathsis no where near the
actuality. The exact number will never be
known, as is the case with all such

* episodes.

This situation was not unanticipated.
When Mrs. Gandhi declared elections for
Assam she knew what’s going to follow.
During her limited election tourin *‘safe’’
areas in Assam she made it clear that the
people of Assam are of no relevance to
her. She declared that only those who
want elections to be conducted need vote
and that she is not bothered about the
overwhelming number of Assamese peo-
ple who did not want an imposed elec-
tion. All other ruling class parties also
knew very well what's about to emerge.
Still, some of them wanted elections to be
conducted ‘‘at any cost.’* All these ani-
mals are definite pariners in the horror
committed in Assam. They are all soaked
in the innocent blood of the people and
today or tomorrow they will be stripped
to their skin in front of the people, show-
ing all the patches of caked blood on
them.

The entire episode smacks of a very
well planned conspiracy from the side of
the rulers. While ““negotiations’’ were go-
ing on between the representatives of the
three year old Assam movement, serious
plans were being devised and perfected to
crack the movement. Like their imper-
ialist predecessors the method adopted by
the present rulers too was to divide the
peopleand thus crush the latter's opposi-
tion, That is why Mrs. Gandhi all on.a
sudden developed' respect for ‘the much
ravaged constitution and declared elec-
tions. The declaration of elections ‘was
immediately followed by large scale ar-
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rests of the agitation leaders and imposi-
tion of various black laws. For con-
ducting a ““free and fair”” election and
thereby defend the constitution, press
censorship was clamped upon Assam. Si-
multaneously the government media
started full throated propagation of nu-
merous canards. The government media
agencies, especially the All India Radio’
pronounced .shameless lies and distor-
tions with the objective of misleading the
people everywhere. And then, the
government flew in fifty extra battalions
of Central Reserve Police and an
unspecified number of military person-

-nel. Tens of thousands of bureaucrats

and clerks were also imported into Assam
for poll duty. Those officials in Assam
who refused to do poll duty were
summarily sacked. Even those officials
outside Assam who expressed unwill-
ingness to go to Assam were disciplined
promptly.

According to agitation sources, thereis
n Assam one CRP person for every three
families. Thisisinaddition to the number
of state police and army. According to
newspaper reports, Assam (just before
elections) looked like a besieged area with
regular gunning down of people who
stubbornly resisted the attempts of the
central government Lo impose its govern-
ment on them. The resistance of the peo-
ple took novel turns with Janata curfews
and the like. Sporadic attacks on govern-
ment-offices, police and CRP, running
dogs of the central government and com-
munication network erupted. The agita-
tion took a definite turn in the sense that
it became an increasingly anti-state onein
its manifestations. The resistance assum-
ed a genuine mass character with the elec-
tion candidates having to stay off their
voters. Within a few days the CRP shot
down hundreds of people and arrested
and injured many thousands. After all
this the polling was remarkably low.
Many hundreds of ‘booths registered no
voters at all, y

Hundreds of other polling booths
registered less than 5% voting. Only in
the areas inhabited by the migrant
population was the voting anywhere close
to normal. Even in these few areas, the
percentage of voting did.not cross 50%.
It was decisively shown to the outside
world that election is a fraud and is
thoroughly illegal and invalid. The anti-
people character of the present elections
in Assam was finely exposed by the resis-
tance and boycott by the people there.

Such a predicament is not all that
pleasing for the reactionaries. Repression
let loose by armed forces of the central
government did not mean much because
the people were determined to split the
fraud imposed on them. It was in this
situation that fratricidal killings broke
out in the predominantly tribal and im-
migrant areas. Mindless violence set in,
dousing the land'in the blood of men,

women and children. Mrs. Gandhi made
a pre-planned tour to the riot-torn area
and vehemently pronounced that the re-
sponsibility for the carnage rests on the
shoulders of the agitationists, Some other
co-conspirator made an aerial survey of
the area and said the same thing, All the
parliamentary skunks were struck by sor-
row! None of the “‘opposition’’ fellows
seems to-know who is responsible. The
same case seems to be true for the mono-
poly press which was taking one side or
the other. )

Academics who are in love with
numbers and living in commodes will cer-
tainly come out with some theories. We
can anticipate what they are going to say.
Some *‘deep rooted ethnic factors’” will
becited as the reason for this carnage. We
cannot expect them to smell the stench of
rotting corpses and festering wounds
because of their locational peculiarity of
being in shit pots permanently. But surely
someone is responsible for this blood-
shed.

In Assam today, people are pitted
against people. History teaches us that
only the oppressors can gain'from this. In
this specific case the reactionaries have
scored a success, at least in the short run.
How! long this success story will last is
quite:another matter. A cryingincongrui-
ty in the whole scene unmistakably points
at the bloody handsof the central govern-
ment. Though Assam is flooded with ar-
my and' paramilitary to ‘‘safeguard
democracy,’’ the carnages that took place
were very leisurely affairs. The explana-
tion dished out is that the state murderers
were busy murdering people elsewhere.
And the delay in reaching the state
murderers to riot areas is explained away
by saying that the agitators had burned
down bridges and erected road blockades
to prevent people from voting. But none
of the burned out bridges or boulders on
‘the streets could prevent the CRP from
shooting down the people who: wanted
the elections to be cancelled. Evidently,
the logic is quite flimsy. The- central
government wanted the riots. Thatis why
no professional murderers were around
to witness the riots. In none of the burned
out places, whether Nellie' or Gohipur or
Chamaria or Jagiroad were the CRP or
the Assam police anywhere in sight. The
rioters took their own time. The medieval
type of butcherings were reenacted with
hordes of armed killers chasing innocent
people and hacking them down one by

Continued on page 15
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Lenin On

KARL MARX

(A Brief Biographical Sketch with an |

March 14, 1983 is the 100th anniver-
sary of the death of Karl Marx, and on
this occasion the RW. is reprinting below
anexcerpt fromanessay by V. 1. Leninon
the life and work of Marx.

Karl Marx was born'May 5, 1818, in
the city of Trier (Rhenish Prussia). His
father was a lawyer, a Jew, who'in 1824
adopted Protestantism. The family was
well-to-do, cultured, but not revolu-
tionary. After graduating from the Gym-
nasiumin Trier, Marx entered university,
first at Bonn and laterat Berlin, where he

-studied jurisprudence but devoted most

of his attention to history and philoso-
phy. He concluded his course in 1841,

" submitting his doctoral: dissertation on

the philosophy of Epicurus. In his views
Marx at that time was.a Hegelian idealist.
In Berlin he belonged to the circle of
“Left Hegelians’® (Bruno Bauer and
others) who sought to draw atheistic and
revolutionary conclusions from Hegel’s
philosophy.

After graduating from the university,
Marx: moved ‘to Bonn, expecting to be-
come a professor. But the reactionary
policy of the government — which/in 1832
deprived Ludwig Feuerbach of his chair
and in 1836 refused to allow him'to return
to the university, and'in 1841 forbade'the
young professor Bruno Bauer to lecture at

Bonn — forced Marx to abandon an
academic career. At that timethe views of
the Left Hegelians were developing very
rapidly in Germany. Ludwig Feuerbach,
particularly after 1836, began to criticize
theology and turn tomaterialism, whichiin
1841 completely gained the upper hand in
his philosophy (The Essence of Christiani-
ty); in 1843 his Principles of the

Philosophy.of the Future appeared. < 'One -

must have oneself experienced the
liberating effect!” of these books, Engels
subsequently wrote of these works of
Feuerbach. “‘At once we [i.e., the Left
Hegelians, including Marx] all became
Feuerbachians.”’! At that time some
Rhenish radical bourgeois who had cer-
tain' points in common with: the Left
Hegelians founded an opposition paper
in Cologne, the Rheinische Zeitung (the
first number appeared on January 1,
1842). Marx and Bruno Bauer’ were in-
vited to be the chief contributors, and in
October 1842 Marx became chief editor
and removed from Bonn to Cologne. The
revolutionary-democratic trend of the
paper became more and more pro-
nounced under Marx’s editorship, and
the government first subjected the paper
to.double and triple censorship and then
decided to suppress it altogether on
January 1, 1843. Marx had 1o resign the
editorship before that date, but his
resignation did not save the paper, which
was closed down in March 1843. OF the
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i Exposition of Marxism)

more important articles contributed by
Marx (o the Rheinische Zeitung, Engels
nates ... an article on the condition of
the peasant wine-growers of the Moselle
Valley. Marx's journalistic activity made
him realize that he was not sufficiently ac-
guainted with political economy, and he
zealously set out to study-it,

In 1843, in Kreuznach, Marx married
Jenny von Westphalen, a childhood
iriend to whom he had been engaged
while still a student. His wife came froma
reactionary family of the Prussian nobili-
ty. Her elder brother was Prussian
Minister of the Interior at a most reac-
tionary period, 1850-58. In the autumn of
1843 Marx went to Paris in order to
publish a radical magazine abroad,
together with Arnold Ruge (born 1802,
died 1880; a'Left Hegelian; in 1825-30, in
prison; after 1848, a political exile; after
1866-70, a Bismarckian). Only one issue
of this magazine, Deuisch-Franzosische
Jahrbiicher, appeared. It was disconti-
nued owing to the difficulty of secret dis-
iribution in Germany and (o disagree-
ments with Ruge. In his articles in this
magazine Marx already appeared as a
revolutionary advocating “‘merciless cri-
ticism of everything existing,’* and in par-
ticular “criticism by weapons,™* and ap-
pealing to the masses and to the proleta-
riat.

In September 1844 Frederick Engels
came to Paris for a few days, and from

that time forth became Marx's closest
friend. They both took a most active part
in the then seething life of the revolu-
tionary groups in Paris (of particular im-
portance was Proudhon’s doctrine,
which Marx thoroughly demolished in his
Poverty of Philosophy, 1847), and,
vigorously combating the various doc-
trines of petty-bourgeois socialism, they
worked out the theory and tactics of
revolutionary proletarian socialism, or
communism (Marxism) . ... In 1845, on
the insistent demand of the Prussian
Government, Marx was banished from
Paris as a dangerous revolutionary. He
removed to Brussels. In the spring of
1847 Marx and Engels joined a secret pro-
paganda society ‘called the Communist
League;® they took a prominent part in
the Second Congress of the League(Lon-
don, November 1847), and at its request
drew up the famous Manifesto of the
Communist Party, which appeared in
February 1848. With the clarity and bril-
liance of genius, this'work outlines the
new world outlook — consistent mate-
rialism, which also embraces the realm of
social life, dialectics, as the most compre-
hensive and profound doctrine of devel-
opment, the theory of the class struggle
and of the world-historic revolutionary
role of the proletariat, the creator of a
new, communist society.

When the Revolution of February 1848
broke out, Marx was banished from Bel-

gium. He returned to Paris, whence, after *

the March Revolution, he went to Co-
logne, Germany. There the Neue Rhei-
nische Zeitung* was published from June
1, 1848, to May 19, 1849; Marx was the
editor-in-chief. The new theory 'was
brilliantly corroborated by the course of
the revolutionary events of 1848-49, as it
has been since corroborated by all pro-
letarian and democratic movements of all
countries in the world. The victorious
counter-revolution first instigated court

R A HARVEST OF
DRAGONS

1" and the

More than Ever by Bob Avakian

niversary of Marx’s Death

, must also understand the specific features and tasks of
>t us not imitate those sorry Marxists of whom Marx said:
gon's teeth and harvested fleas.” ”

Lenin, “The Tasks of the Proletariat in Our
Revolution;” CW, Vol 24, p. 86
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proceedings against Marx (he was acquit-
ted on February9, 1849) and then banish-
ed him from Germany (May 16, 1849).
Marx first went to Paris, was again
banished after the demonstration of June
13, 1849 and then went to' London,
where he lived to the day of his death.

His life as a' political exile was a very
hard one, as the correspondence between
Marx and Engels (published in 1913)
clearly reveals. Marx and his family suf-
fered dire poverty. Were itnot for Engels’
constant and self-denying financial sup-
port, Marx would not only'have been un-
able to finish Capiral but would have in-
evitably perished from want. Moreover,
the prevailing doctrines and trends of
petty-bourgeois socialism, and of non-
proletarian socialism in general, forced
Marx to carry on a continuous and mer-
ciless fight and sometimes to repel the
most savage and monstrous pérsonal at-
tacks (Herr Vogt). Holding aloof from
the circles of political exiles, Marx
developed his materialist theory in a
number of historical works, deveting his
efforts chiefly to the study of political
economy. Marx revolutionized this
science (see below, ‘‘The Marxist Doc-
trine’*)in his Contribution to the Critique
of Political Economy (1859) and Capital
(Vol. I, 1867).

The period of revival of the democratic
movements at the end'of the fifties and'in
the sixties recalled Marx to practical ac-
tivity. In 1864 (September 28) the Inter-
national Working Men's Association —
the famous First International — was
founded in London, Marx was the heart
and soul'of this organization; he was the
author of its first Address and a host of
resolutions, declarations and manifes-
toes. Uniting the working-class move-
ment of various countries, striving to
directinto thechannel of joint activity the
various farms of non-proletarian, pre-
Marxist. socialism (Mazzini, Proudhon,
Bakunin, liberal trade-unionism in
England, Lassallean wvacillations to the
Right in Germany, etc.), and combating

_the theories of all these sects and petty
schools, Marx hammered out a unifornt
tactic for the proletarian struggle of the
working class in the various countries.
After the fall of the Paris Commune

" (1871) — of which Marx gave sucha pro-

found, clear-cut, brilliant, effective and
revolutionary appraisal (The Civil Warin
France, 1871) — and*after the Interna-
tional wassplit by the Bakuninists, the ex-
istence of that organization in Eurcope
became impossible. After the Hague
Congress of the International (1872)
Marx had the General Council of the In-
ternational transferred to'New York, The
First International had accomplished its
historical role, making way for a period
of immeasurably larger growth of the
working-class movement in all the coun-
tries of the world, a period, in fact, when
the movement grew in breadth and when
mass socialist workers’ parties in in-
dividual national states were created.

His strenuousiwork in'the Internation-
al-and his still more strenuous theoretical
occupations completely undermined
Marx’s health. He continued his work on
the reshaping of political economy and
the completion of Capital; for which he
collected a mass of new material and
studied a number of languages (Russian,
for instance); butill-health prevented him
from finishing Capital.

On' December 2, 1881, his wife died.
On March 14, 1883, Marx peacefully
passed away in his armchair. He lies
buried with his wife in the Highgate
Cemetery, London. Of Marx’s children
some died in childhood in London when
the family lived in dire poverty. Thrée
daughters married English and French
socialists: Eleanor Aveling, Laura La-
fargue and Jenny Longuet. The latter's
son is [in 1914, at the time this was written
— R W] a member of the French Socialist
Party."

THE MARXIST DOCTRINE,

Marxism is the system of the viewsand
teachings of Marx, It was Marx who'con-
tinued and with/genius consummated: the
three main ideological currents: of the
nineteenth century, belonging to the three
most advanced countries of mankind:
classical German philosophy, classical
English political economy, and French
socialism together with French revolu-
tionary doctrines ‘in general. The
remarkable consistency and integrity of
Marx’s views, acknowledged even by his
opponents, views which'in their totality

constitute modern materialism and
modern scientific socialism, as the theory
and programme of the working-class
movement in all the civilized countries of
the world, oblige us to present a brief
outline of his world outlook in general
before proceeding to the exposition of the
principal ‘content of Marxism, namely,
Marx’s economic doctrine.

Philosophical Materialism

From 1844-45, when his views took
shape, Marx was a materialist, in par-
ticular a follower of Ludwig Feuerbach,
whose weak sides he Saw, later as well,
only in the fact that his materialism was
not consistent and comprehensive
enough. Marx saw the world-historic and
‘‘epoch-making’" importance of Feuer-
bach precisely in his having resolutely
broken away from the idealism of Hegel
and in his proclamation of materialism,
which already in the eighteenth century,
especially -in France, ‘‘was not only a
struggle against the existing political in-
stitutions and .. .religion and theology;
it ‘was just as much a...strug-
gle. . .against all metaphysics’’ (in the
sense of ‘‘drunken speculation’’ as
distinet from ‘“sober philosophy"’). (The
Holy Family, in the Literarischer
Nachlass.)! ‘“To Hegel,” wrote Marx,
f¢...the process of thinking, which,
under the name of ‘the Idea,” he even
transforms into an independent subject,
is the demiurgos [the creator, the maker]
of the real world . ... With me, on the
contrary, theideal is nothing else than the
material world reflected by the human
mind, and translated into forms of
thought.”” (Capital, Vol. I, Afterword to
the Second Edition.) In full conformity
with: this: materialist philosophy of

‘Marx’s, and expounding it, Frederick

Engels wrote in Anti-Dihring (which
Marx read in the manuscript): *“The unity
of the world does not consist in its being
...» Thereal unity of world consists in'its
materiality, and this is proved...by a
long and laborious development of
philosophy and natural science.'” “Mo-
tion is'the mode of existence of matter.
Never anywhere has there been matter
without motion, nor can there be ....
Matter without motion is just as in-
conceivable as motion without matter.”
“Butif we. . .ask what thought and con-
sciousness are.and whence they come, we
find that they are products of the human
brain and that man himself is a product
of nature, who has developed in and
along with his environment; whence it is
self-evident that the products of the
human brain, which in the last analysis
are also products ef nature, do not con-
tradict the rest of nature’s interconnec-
tions but correspond to them.'" “‘Hegel
was an idealist. To him the thoughts
within his brain'were not the more or less
abstract images [Abbilder, reflections;
Engels sometimes speaks of ‘imprints’] of
actual things and processes, but on the
contrary, things and their development
were only the realized images of the
‘Idea,’ existing somewhere from eternity '
before the world existed.”* In his Ludwig
Feuerbach — in which he expounds his
and Marx's views on Feuerbach’s philo-
sophy, and which he sent to the press
after re-reading an old manuscript writ-
ten by Marx and himself in 1844-45 on
Hegel, Feuerbach and the materialist
conception of history — Engels writes:
““The great basic question of all
philosophy, and especially of more recent
philosophy, is that concerning the rela-
tion of thinking and being. . .the relation
of mind to. nature. . .which is primary,
mind or nature.... Philosophers were
divided into two great camps according
to their answer to this question, Those
who asserted the primacy of mind over
nature and, in the last analysis, therefore,
assumed some kind of creation of the
world. . .formed the camp of idealism.
The others, who regarded nature as
primary, belong to the various schools of
materialism."” Any other use of the con-
cepts of (philosophical) idealism and
materialism leads only to confusion,
Marx decidedly rejected not only
idéalism, which is always connected in
one way or another with religion, but also
the views, especially widespread in our
day, of Hume and Kant, agnosticism,
criticism and positivism in their various
forms, regarding such a philosophy as a
“reactionary’’ concession to idealism
and at best *‘a shamefaced way of surrep-

titiously accepting materialism while

publicly denying it.”"" On this question,
Continued on page 10
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The arrest of Karl Marx in Brussels during the revolutionary Uprisings which swept Europe in 1848.
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see, in addition to the above-mentioned
works of Engels and Marx, a letter of
Marx to Engels dated December 12,
1866, in which Marx, referring to an ut-
terance of the well-known naturalist
Thomas Huxley that was *‘more materia-
listic’* than usual, and to his recognition
that “‘as-long as we actually observe and
think, we cannot possibly get away from
materialism,’’ reproaches him for leaving
a ‘‘loophole’” for agnosticism and
Humism. Especially should we note
Marx’s view on the relation between
freedom and necessity: **. ., freedom is
the recognition of necessity. ‘“Necessity is
blind only in so far as it is not
understood.' '’ (Engels, Anti-Diikring )"
This means the recognition of objective
law in nature and of the dialectical trans-
formation of necessity into freedom (in
the same manner as the transformation
of the unknown but knowable *‘thing-in-
itself”” into the “‘thing-for-us,’" of the
“‘essence of things™ into “phenomena’’).
Marx and Engels considered the fun-
damental shortcomings of the ‘‘old”
materialism, including the materialism of
Feuerbach (and still more of the
“yulgar’ materialism of Bilchner, Vogt
and Moleschott), to be: 1) that this
materialism was ‘‘predominantly
mechanical,”” failing to take account of
the latest developments of chemistry and
biology (in our day it would be necessary
to add: and of the electrical theory of
matter); 2) that the old materialism was
non-historical, non-dialectical (metaphy-
sical, in'the sense of anti-dialectical), and
did not apply the standpoint of develop-
ment consistently and comprehensively;
and 3) that these old materialists regarded
the “human essence’”’ abstractly and not
as the ““ensemble”’ of all (concretely and
historically defined) ‘‘social relations,”’
and therefore only *‘interpreted” the
world, whereas the point is to “‘change™
ity that is to say, they did not understand

the importance of “‘revolutionary, prac-

tical activity.”"

Dialectics

Hegelian dialectics, the most com-
prehensive, the richest incontent, and the
most profound dottrine of development,
was regarded by Marx and Engels as the
greatest achievement of classical German
philosophy. They considered every other

formulation of the principle of develop-~
ment, of evolution, to be one-sided and
poor in content, and distorting and
mutilating the real course of development
(which often proceeds by leaps, catastro-
phes and revolutions) in nature and in
society. ‘‘Marx and I'were pretty well the
only people to salvage conscious dialec-
tics [from the destruction of idealism, in-

cluding Hegelianism] for the materialist

conception of nature ...."" **Nature is
the test of dialectics, ‘and it must be said
for modern science that it has furnished
this test with very rich [this was written
before the discovery of radium, elec-
trons, the transmutation of elements,
etc.!].and daily increasing materials, and
thus has shown that in the last resort
nature works dialectically and not
metaphysically. . .."*"?

““The great basic thought,’" Engels
writes, “‘that the world is to be com-
prehended not as a complex of ready-
made things but as a complex of pro-
cesses, in which apparently stable things
no less than the concepts, their mental
reflections in our heads, go through an
uninterrupted change of coming into be-
ing and passing away... — this great
fundamental thought has so thoroughly
permeated ordinary consciousness
especially since Hegel's time that it is now
scarcely ever contradicted in this general
form. But it is onie thing to acknowledge
it in words:and another to'carry it outin

redlity in detail in each domain of in-

vestigation.”' For dialectical philosophy,
“*nothing final, absolute or sacred canen-
dure.... It reveals the transitory
character of everything and in every-
thing, and nothing can endure in its
presence except the uriinterrupted process

of becoming and of passing away, of °

endless ascent from the lower to the
higher, of which it is itself the mere reflec-

. tionin the thinking brain.”’ Thus, accord-

ing to Marx, dialectics is *‘the science of
the general laws of motion, both of the
external world and of human thought.*'"

This revolutionary side of Hegel's
philosophy was adopted and developed
by Marx. Dialectical materialism *‘no
longer needs any philosophy standing
above the other sciences.”” Of former
philosophy there remains *‘the science of
thought and its laws — formal logic and
dialectics.”’™ And dialectics; as under-
stood by Marx, and in conformity with
Hegel, includes what is now called the
theory of knowledge, or gnosiology,
which must regard its subject matter in
the same way — historically, studying

and generalizing the origin and develop-
ment of knowledge, the transition from
non-knowledge to knowledge.
Nowadays, the idea of deyelopment,
*of ‘evolution, has penetrated the social
consciousness almost in'its entirety, but
by other ways, not through Hegelian
philosophy. Butas formulated by Marx
and Engels basing themselves on Hegel,
this idea is far more comprehensive, far

richer in content than the current idea of -

evolution. A development that seemingly
repeats ‘the stages already passed, but
repeats them differently, on a higher
basis (*‘negation of mnegation’’), a
development, so to speak, in a'spiral, not
inastraight line; a developmentby leaps,
catastrophes and revolutions; *‘interrup-
tions of gradualness’’; the transforma-
tion of guantity into quality; inner im-
pulses to development, imparted by the
contradiction and conflict of the various
forces and tendencies acting on a given
body, or within a given phenomenon, or
within ‘a given society; the interdepen-
dence and the closest, indisoluble connec-
tion of all sides of every phenomenon
(history constantly discloses ever new
sides), a connection that provides a
uniform, law-governed, universal pro-
cess of motion — such are some of the
features of dialectics as a richer (than the
ordinary) doctrine of development. (See
Marx’s letter to: Engels of January 8,
1868, in which he ridicules Stein’s
“‘wooden: trichotomies,'” which it would
be absurd to confuse with materialist
dialectics.) 3

The Materialist Conception of History

Having realized the inconsistency, in-
completeness, and one-sidedness of the
old materialism, Marx became convinced
of the necessity ‘‘of bringing the science
of society...into harmony with the
materialist base, and of reconstructing it
on this base.”'® Since materialism in
general explains consciousness as the out-
come of being, and not conversely,
materialism as applied to the social life of
mankind demands that social con-
sciousness be explained as the outcome of
social being. “Technology,"’ writes Marx
(Capital, Vol. ), *‘discloses man’s mode
of dealing with Nature, the immediate
process of production by which he sus-
tains his life, and thereby also lays bare
the mode of formation of his'social rela-
tions, and of the mental conceptions'that
flow from them."”'* In the preface to his
Contribution to the Critique of Political
Economy, Marx gives an integral for-

mulation of the fundamental principles
of materialism as applied to human socie-
ty and its history, in the following words:

*“In the social production of their ex-
istence, men enter into definite, necessary
relations, which are independent of their
will, namely, relations of production cor-
responding to a determinate stage of
development of their material forces of
production, '

‘“The totality of these relations of pro-

" duction constitutes the economic struc-

ture of society,. the real foundation on
which there arises a legal and. political
superstructure and to which there corres-
pond definite: forms of social con-
sciousness. The mode of production of
material life conditions the social,
political and intellectual life-process in
general, Itis not the consciousness of men
that determines their being, but on the

- contrary it is their social being that deter-

mines their consciousness. At a certain
stage of their development, the material
productive forces of society come in'con-
flict with the existing relations of produc-
tion or — what is merely-a legal expres-
sion for the same thing — with the pro-
perty relations within the framework of
which they have hitherto operated. From
forms of development of the productive |
forces these relations turn into their fet-
ters. At that point an era of social revolu-
tion begins. With the change in'the
economic foundation the whole immense
superstructure is more slowly or more
rapidly transformed. In considering such
transformations it is always necessary to
distinguish betwgen the material
transformation of the economic condi-
tions of production, which can be deter-
mined with the precision of natural
science, and the legal, political, religious,
artistic or philesophic, in short,
ideological, forms in which men become
conscious of this'conflict and fight it out.

““Just as one does not judge an in-
dividual by what he thinks about himself,
so one cannot judge such an epoch of
transformation by its consciousness, but,
on the contrary, this.consciousness must
be explained from the contradictions of
material life, from the existing conflict
between the social forces of production
and the relations of production. ... In
broad outline, the Asiatic, ancient,
feudal and modern bourgeois modes of
production may be designated as pro-
gressive epochs of the socio-economic
order.”’" (Cf. Marx’s brief formulation
in a letter to Engels dated July 7, 1866;
“Qur theory that the organization of

labouris determined by the means af pro-

duction.”’) :
The discovery of the materialist con-

ception of history, or rather, the consis-
tent continuation and extension of
materialism into the domain of social
phenomena, removed the two chief
defects of earlier historical theories. In
the first place, they at best examined only
the ideological motives of the historical
activity of human beings, without in-
vestigating what produced these motives,
without grasping the objective laws
governing the development of the system
of social relations, and without discern-
ing. the roots of these relations in the
degree of' development of material pro-
duction; in the second place, the earlier
theories did not cover the activities of the
masses. of the population, whereas
historical materialism made it possible
for the first time to study with the ac-
curacy of the natural sciences the social
conditions of the life of the masses and
the changes in these conditions. Pre-
Marxist *‘sociology’’ and historiography
at best provided'an accumulation of raw
facts, collected sporadically, and a depic-
tion of individual aspects of the historical
process. By examining the sum total of all
opposingtendencies, by reducing them to
precisely definable conditions of life and |
production of the various cl/asses of socie-
ty, by discarding subjectivism and ar-
bitrariness in the choice of a particular
“‘dominant’” idea or in itsiinterpretation,
and by disclosing the roots of all ideas
and all the various tendencies, without
exception, in the condition of the
material forces of production, Marxism
pointed the way to an all-embracing and
comprehensive study of the process of the
rise, development and decline of social-
economic formations. People make their
own ‘history. But what determines the
motives of people, of the mass of people
— what gives rise to the'clash of conflict-
ing ideas and strivings? What-is the sum

Continued on page 11



The following is a call for a teach-inon
the Black youth murders in Atlanta
which is being circulated by the RCP in

Atlanta and various progressive and rev-

olutionary. groups and' individuals. The
feach-in is currently scheduled for March

30at 7 p.m. al the Morris Brown College

Student Center, Atlanta, Georgia.

February 27, 1982: With the swift
pounding of a gavel, the two-year reign
ol terror against Black youth'in Atlantais
declared over and done with. The author-
ities finally got their man — a *‘sick,
black individual”’ — and removed him
from society. All is in order. Once again,
50 the story went, the vicious murder and
oppression of Blacks was shown tobe the
work of a deranged individual, while the
system, with its courts, cops, politicians
and FBI, had once again done its job of
“protecting the people.” Like the strut-

ting sheriff in a grade-B western, those.

who rule this country shouted from the
rooftops, ‘“You can go home, folks. We
have everything under control.”’

Today, one year later, nothing is
closed. What was true before the author-
ities so self-righteously declared “‘case
closed” is still true today — and doubly

A Call For A Teach-In

March 11, 1883—Revolutionary Worker—Page 11

The “Case” of the Allanta Black
Youth Murders: Nothing is Closed!

. so with their efforts to.cover it up. The

murder.of 28-plus;Black youth in Atlan-
ta, carried out with cold, calculated preci-
sion, was no more the work of a sick indi-
vidual than are the daily murders of
Blacks in every major city of this country
by “official’’ police. They were no more
a deviation from the “‘great traditions of

American democracy’”’ than the thou-*

sands of lynchings that would' fill the
pages of any American history book that
told the truth. The Black youth murders
were, as is widely known, testimony to
the whole experience of Black people in
the U.S. since its origins, and a sharp in-
dication of the times we are living in.
But of course now all of that is sup-
posed to be “‘out of order." The case has

MARX

Continued from page 10

total of all these clashes in the whole mass
of human societies? What are the objec-
tive conditions-of production of material
life that form the basis of all historical ac-
tivity.of man? What s the law of develop-
ment of these conditions? To all these
Marx drew attention and pointed out the
way to a scientific study of history as a
single process which, with all its immense
variety and contradictoriness, is govern-
ed by definite laws. £l

{continued next week)
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1. Engels, Ludwig Feuerbach and the
End of Classical German Philosophy,
Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1976.
p. 14,

2. See Marx’s letter to Arnold Ruge,
September 1843, and Marx, “Introduc-
tion to A Contribution to the Critique of
Hegel’s Philosophy of Right’.

3. In May 1851 the activities of the Com-
munist League in Germany were virtually

halied by police persecution and arrest of

its members. On November 17, 1852,
shiortly after the Cologne Communist
trial, the League was dissolved on Marx’s
suggestion.

The Communist League played a great
historical role as a school for training
proletarian revolutionaries, and as the
embryo of the proletarian party. Later
many of its members took an active part
in the founding of the International
Working Men’s Association. For the
history of the League, see Engels’ article
“On the History, of the Communist
League™ (1885).

4. Neue Rheinische Zeitung. This militant
organ of the proletarian wing of

democracy did much to educate the —

masses and rouse them for struggle

‘against the counterrevolution. Most-of

the leading articles which determined the
newspaper’s stand on the key problems
of therevolutionin Germany and Europe
were written by Marx and Engels.

From the first months of its existence,
the Neue Rheinische Zeitung, because of
its resolute and irreconcilable position, its
militant internationalism and its political
exposure of the Prussian government and
the Cologne local authorities, was sub-
jected (o attacks by the feudal-monarch-
ist and liberal-bourgeois press, and was
perseouted by the government. This
persecution was intensified after the
counter-revolutionary Prussian coup
d’elat of November-December 1848.

Despite the persecutions and police
disruptions, the newspaper boldly cham-
pioned the interests of reyolutionary
demoeracy and the proletariat. In May
1849, while the eocunter-revolution was
on the offensive everywhere, the Prussian
governiient, having denied Marx Prus-
sian citizenship, ordered his deportation
from the country. The newspaper ceased
publication following Marx's deporta-
tion-and persecution of the other editors.
The last number of the Neue Rheinische
Zeitung appeared on May 19, 1849,

printed in red ink. In their farewell
message to the Cologne workers, the
editors of the paper said: ‘““At any time or
place, our last word will be: The libera-
tion of the working class!"

5.0n June 13, 1849, the petty-bourgeois
party'of Montagnards organized a peace-
ful demonstration in Paris to protest
against the dispatch ‘'of French troops to
Italy to suppress the revolution in viola-
tion of the Constitution of the French
Republic which prohibited the sending of
French forces abroad to interfere with the
freedom of foreign peoples. The
demonstration was dispersed by troops.
Its failure testified to the bankruptey of
French petty-bourgeois democracy.
From that day the French authorities
launched persecutions against
democrats, including foreigners residing
in France.

6. The French Socialist Party — a refor-
mist party founded in 1902: by the
Jaurésists. In 1905 the French Socialist
Party merged with the Socialist Party of
France (founded by the Guesdists in
1901) and formed the united Socialist
Party, which included all socialist parties
and groups (Guesdists, Blanquists,
Jaurésists, ete.). The leadership of the
united French Socialist Party passed into
the hands of reformists led -by Jean
Jaurés, who constituted the-majority.
During the First World War, it took a
social-chauvinist stand; its parliamentary
group voted for war credits and its
members entered the bourgeois govern-
ment. The French Socialist Party split at
its. Tours Congress, December 25-30,
1920; the majority formed the Com-
munist Party of France, while the Right-
wing opportunist minority, led by Léon

- Blum, left the congress and formed their

own party, retaining the old name of the
French Socialist Party.

7. Marx and Engels, The Holy Family,
Foreign Languages Publishing House,
Moscow, 1956, p. 168.

8. Engels, Anti-Diithring, FLP, Peking
1976, pp. 54, 74, 44 and 30.

9. Engels, Ludwig Feuerbach and the
End of Classical German Philosophy,
FLP, Peking, 1976, pp. 16, 17 and 19.
10. Engels, Anti-Dithring, FLP, Peking,
1976, p. 144.

11. See Marx,. “Theses on Feuerbach™
(Engels, Ludwig Feuerbach and the End
of Classical German Philosophy, FLP,
Peking, 1976, pp. 61-65).

12. Engels, Anti-Diithring, FLP, Peking
1976, pp- 11 and 28.

13. Engels, Ludwiz Feuerbach and the
End of Classical German Philosophy,
FLP, Peking, 1976, pp: 41, 8 and 40.
14. Engels, Anti-Dithring, FLP, Peking,
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End of Classical German Philosophy,
FLP, Peking, 1976, p. 25.

16. Marx, Capital,” FLPH, Moscow,
1954, Vol, 1, p. 372, footnote, translation
revised.

17. Marx and Engels, Selected Works,
FLPH, Moscow, 1951, Vol. I, pp.
328-29, translation revised,

18. Marx and Engels, Manifesto of the
Communist Party, FLP, Peking, 1975,
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been'solved — and the verdict passed was
not so muchthat Wayne Williams is guil-
ty, but that the system'is innocent! Thatis
the verdict every arm of the authorities
and the press have so desperately been
shoving down our throats, while thou-
sands throw it right back up. But two
years of attacking and suppressing the
people (under the lofty heading of ““keep-

ing things under control'’) while literally .

protecting the murderers cannot be $o

easily- washed clean — especially when it

has continued and intensified over the
past year,

— Twice this past year Black menthave
been found in a field near downtown
Atlanta brutally murdered — one
lynched, the other chopped to' pieces.
Again, “‘no similarities,”” declared
those in power. "

—The city, state and federal govern-
ments have fought hard to enforce
their “‘verdict”” with suppression and
outright attacks on anyone who would
dare oppose it. Webster Brooks, a
Black member of the Revolutionary
Communist Youth Brigade, has tothis
date been sentenced to 16 months in
prison by the Atlanta courts for distri-
buting the proclamation “‘Only the
People Can Close the Case of the
Atlanta Black Youth Murders!”
downtown and at Atlanta Jr. College,
and leading youth in opposing the gov-
ernment’s vicious closing of the case.
‘As former UN Ambassador Andrew
Young, now the mayor of Atlanta,
said once, there are still political pri-
soners in the U.S. — he should'know!
(And Greg Johnson, a white member
of the RCYB, has been sentenced to 8
months in jail and 10 months proba-
tion forsimilar “‘crimes.’’)

— This is the real pattern that linked the

" Atlanta Black youth murders. From
day one, whoeveritreally was that was
sweeping up and systematically mur-
dering Black youth was not alone.
Every step the murderers took, every
body thrown in the Chattahoochee
brought with it more and more intense

“official’’ attacks and outrages — -

from the occupation of Techwood
Homes toerush the bat patrols to the
hounding of the STOP. Committee and
the mothers generally — hounding
that stil/ continues today as many con-
tinue to demand their children’s
murderers be caught. To those in
‘power, including the wide array of
Black officials, the “‘problem® in
Atlanta was not that Black youth were
being systematically murdered, but
that millions saw it for what it was —a
vivid concentration of the oppression
of Blacks and other nationalitiesin this
country-and a rallying:cry in the strug-
gle of millions against that oppression.

We cannot let that stand! There is far
too much at stake here to leave the field
open to those whose only concern is to
‘*keep the peace and order.” The crimi-
nals are loudly proclaiming that they have
solved their own: crime. This historic
teach-in is being held to further penetrate
the truth, to expose the hand of the gov-
ernment this past yearand to probe deep-
ly into the real causes and implications of
this outrage. A teach-in:held last year
during the Williams trial struck a power-
ful blow against the authorities’ plans —
that blow must be deepened.

The crime of the Atlanta Black youth
murders has put a major challenge before
anyone who burns:with hatred for the op-
pression we see around us day-inand day-
out — a challenge especially to cut
through the fog that has been thrown
over these murders by the powers that be
since they began over 3 yearsago. We call
on you to be part of an event that will be
an important step in making it clear that
NOTHING 1S CLOSED.

The following is a partial list of en-
dorsers:

Webster Brooks, Revolutionary
Communist Youth Brigade

Douglass Del.oach, writer

Miller Erancis, DJ, writer

Michael Gandy, reggae DJ

Rob Gibson, station manager of |
WREG*

Ernest Gregory, jazz historian

Vince Hoffman, youth of 19

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, parents of yeuth
murder victim Aaron Jackson

Greg Johnson, Revolutionary
Communist Youth Brigade

Brenda Joiner, Feminist Women’s
Health Center, Tallahassee, Fla.*

Arthur Langford, a former Atlanta City
Councilman*

Paul LaRaque, Haitian poet

Janice Lidel, from the Political Science
Dept. of Clark College*

Alice Lovelace, poet

Abdul Rasheed Mannan, radio producer

Brother Onaje, citizen of the Republic

" of New Afrika

Dr. Sondra O'Neal, professor of Litera-
ture, Emory University*

“NEarl Picard, the Political Science Dept.

of Atlanta University*

Mike Pilani, member of PAC*

Revolutionary Communist Parly

Annie Rogers, mother of youth murder
victim Patrick Rogers

Sonia Sanchez, poet and playwright

Students Publications, from Morris
Brown College

Venus Taylor, niother of youth murder
victim Angel Lanier

Askia Toure, poet

*For identification only :
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it have been published in newspapers
across the country along with articles ex-
plaining that the police really have no
choice but to treat such toys as the real
thing and shoot first and ask questions
later. Now Black youth playing with dime
store toys are publicly considered fair
game for police bullets. Perhaps now
cops who'shoot down young children will
have a new defense, the ‘‘toy gun
defense.” And perhaps it will even
become standard police procedure to
carry plastictoy *‘throw down’" weapons
for use when they murder kids, along
with the real *“‘throw down’' weapons
they carry for use when unarmed adults
are blown away. We are only speculating
here, of course.”

Along with dutifully running out the
lies of the Stanton police in this case, the
media nationally has focused on the
plight of none other than pig Sperl who is
portrayed as ‘‘sensitive,” “‘intelligent,"’
and ‘‘deeply remorseful,’ etc. More than
one TV anchorman has summed up
reports.on the murder saying, *‘Of course
you feel for the child. . . but you also have
to feel for the officer; he'll have to live

with this for the rest of his life."”” The
press has also focused on attacking
Patricia Ridge for ‘‘child neglect’” as the
Orange County District Attorney has
turned the whole case overtoa grand jury
including the question of formally charg-
ing Patricia with “‘child neglect’* or*‘en-
dangerment.’” It would seem that the
authorities need some time to figure out
how to make these monstrously
outrageous ‘‘child neglect'” charges stick
while letting off the pig who murdered
Patricia Ridge's son, Would their legal
argument be that she is responsible for
“endangering’’ the life of her child
because everyone knows that police con-
sider Black children alone in their houses
targets for assassination? Will Sperl’s
defense be that Patricia Ridge left him no
choice but to kill her son because she went
to work and couldn't afford to pay a
babysitter? Will it all be laid out nice and
legal-like in court that Black people and
oppressed people generally should be ad-
vised that the armed enforcers of this
system have a license to kill whenever
they see the chance? This remains to be
seen, but the point hasalready been made
a thousand times over in a thousand ways
by the murderers of Patrick Mason and
untold numbers of others. |
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Thg Central Committee of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA held
an important meeting in the latter part of 1982. In RW No. 194 we reprinted
as a special supplement all of the documents of the meeting. They consisted
of background material which was circulated before the meeting and the
Report from the CC, all of which was written by a leading member of the
Centr_a! Committee on the basis of points raised by its Chairman, Bob -
Avakian, Because of the importance of the questions dealt with in these
documents, and also because some of our readers might not have seen RW
No. 194, we are reprinting these documents in sections. Last week we
reprinted the background material. This week we are reprinting Part I and
Part IT of the Report from the Central Committee. Next week we will
reprint Part HI and Part IV of the Report from the Central Committee,

The s_upp!emenr Jrom RW No. 194 containing all the documents from the
meeting may be obtained from the RCP in your area, or may be ordered by

senfiing 75¢ to: RCP Publications, PO Box 3486, Merchandise Mart,
Chicago, IL 60654. The price includes postage.

Report from the Central Committee

I. What We've Accomplished,

What Remains to be Accomplished

There should be no ﬁndereslimating what we’ve accomplished by building
- this party and, in a basic way, developing its line, organization and in-
fluence. . .and no underestimating what we can and must do-in this decade.

Qur vision of our internationalist duties within the U.S. must be no léss than

this: What we wish'there had been in the '60s; we can be in the '80s when the
stakes are a lot higher—that is, a party steeled and tempered with a core of
leadership, a vision and a program to do it.

A look at the world confirms Mao’s important point that ‘‘a mature
party’’ is a most important condition to win revolution. In many countries,
the existence today of even a small core of Marxist-Leninists would be a' ma-
jor advance and would open upnow-closed avenues toward revolution. Here
there is more thanthat. This is in no wayto underestimate our difficulties and

our still small'size and experience but fundamentally our party does meet the

criterion of “‘a mature party.”” This means more than that we’ve ““weathered
storms’' like some battered ship (although we have weathered storms); it
means we have developed a basic analysis (onaworld level and of the U.S.), a
strategy as concentrated in'our New Programme, and the framework of party
organization which needs to be further built, but a core of which has been
established.

This puts new and weighty responsibilities on us — both within the U.S.
and internationally. We should not be complacent, but on the other hand, in
order to fulfill these responsibilities, it is necessary to recognize and stress
that we have accomplished some things. This is a point made in the back-
ground material when it gave some emphasis to consolidation on the
philosophical and ideological fronts — and based on that, stressed actively
carrying out our responsibilities.

After studying *“Conquer the World?. . .”’, letting it settle in and weighing
it in light of the whole récent history of developments both in‘our own party
and internationally, a leading comrade made the remark, *“ ‘Conquer the
World?. . ." settled some things.”’ Of course, it didn’t settle everything and
questions and struggles around ideological and political line will go on
(though in varying forms); however it is quite important to grasp that **Con-
quer the World?, . .’ (together especially with the New Programme and New
Constitution) do represent a certain “‘settling’” and landmarks of clarity on
major questions confronting the proletariat, particularly in the context of the
coming world-historic conjuncture.

There has been a process going on in the material world, in the interna-
tional movement and within our ownparty. Itis worthstudying over our own
major documents with this in mind; one can see a whole series of interrelated
questions first raised in a systematic way in the “‘Thoughts..."
document” in 1978 which were touched ‘on again and again in succeeding
documents and then achieved a resolution particularly in ‘‘Conquer the
Waorld?...". Thecall for consolidation ideologically and politically should
be seen in this light. It is not a question of *‘Well, we arbitrarily opened up a
lot of questions and now, arbitrarily, we’re shutting them down."” First of all,
we’re certainly notintending to shut down critical thinking and the raising of
and grappling with important questions — “‘turn out the lights, the party’s
over."" Inclose connection with stepping up our all-around revolutionary ac-
tivity there are many important theoretical questions that have to be strug-
gled over and solved, the context for this being set by our party’s basic line. In
this way, there should and must be active ideological struggle throughout the
party. But secondly, this emphasis on consolidation is not at all arbitrary, but
a reflection of a process that has been unfolding internationally. It’s part of a
whole process in the development of Marxism and has very much to do with
the development of contradictions in the world, a process which began for the
international movement with the coup in China and the questions that threw

up before us. The questions treated in these documents were not accidents;
they had to do with the actual questions that were thrown up by the develop-
ment of imperialism and the socialist revolution, in particular by the setback
in China and the further unfolding and sharpening of contradictions on a
world scale. (It was'some time after the split with the Mensheviks that we
summed up that the heart of the political question facing the party in that
struggle was whether or not to capitulate in the face of imperialist war.) So
these questions were not innate in the mind, were not arbitrarily cast from the
skies by god, but have arisen as very real problems to be solved. Obviously
they arenot all solved; however there are spirals and phasesin spirals. Itis not
the case that now a whole period characterized by reflection and self-
examination is called for. Rather, the point is that a number of questions
have been settled and that we have achieved a certain perspective and suffi-
cient clarity both on some basic questions of the international arena and,
linked with that, on ourimmediate tasks in terms of the seizure of power in
this country (or, as has been pointed out in ““The Border Question,’’** as
much of it as we, the international proletariat, can get our hands on).

A higher level of theoretical clarity has been achieved on a number of ma-
jor pointsincluding: a materialist (and dialectical) analysis of the laws of mo-
tion of imperialism internationally; a more correct understanding of the con-
tradictions involved in the relation between the defense of socialist countries
and the advance of the world revolution; the proletarian revolution as fun-
damentally an international process; our central task and a series of strategic
questions of c¢lass analysis and path to revolution in the U,S. ““Conquer the
World?, ..’ and, in a different way, the New Programme and New Constitu-
tion are a.concentration of all this. Ironically, if we don’t clearly understand
that certain questions have been settled, then we will be unable, based on this,
to raise and settle new ones that face us. ' :

Thereis a deep methodological point about the relation of theory and prac-

; tice involved here, a question of the theory of knowledge and the develop-

ment of world history, and theory in that context. Our theory arises from
practice — practice in the broadest sense of the experience of the class strug-
gle (and that of production and scientific experiment) internationally — and
in turn serves the revolutionizing of practice and so on in spirals. This is the
method behind our line; it would not have been a correct line if an idealist or
rationalist method had been behind it (that is, had we used the method of
simply taking time out for reading and comparative text study, deciding what
was right and wrong in each text — a method which would make it impossible
in fact.to decide that). This spiral of development now means both anincreas-
ed emphasis on practice and popularizing the basic line we have achieved.

' And it alsomeansthere should be increased theoretical work on various levels

in the party, especially over the many questions that confront us in deepening

* this line in practice (again, speaking broadly). :

This Marxist theory of reflection — as'opposed to rationalism — also ap-

plies to how we should view our criticisms of the historical body of Marxism.

Some people, perhaps, are waiting for the ‘‘other shoe to drop®’ from us, ala
Bettelheim, and for us to dump Stalin and perhaps ‘‘thoroughly settle ac-
counts with Engels’” (and Marx. . . 7) or other such nonsense as well. They are
wrong. Internationally some people (whether from a rigid and mechanical
view of Marxism orfrom the cousin of this view, agnosticism), were shocked
by **‘Congquer the World?. . .'* and frankly misinterpreted it. The fact that it
criticized some ideas of Marx did not mean that it attacked the historical body
of Marxism. (In fact there is a way in which, by criticizing Marx, the
criticisms made of Stalin, while more severe, were ‘‘put in perspective’’ in the
sense of also being criticisms of errors in the history of the development of
Marxism, not outside of it. Despite the real criticisms made of him, you could
even say, in this sense, the stress was on “‘the bright side’* of Stalin.)

The fundamental question here is not even so much the question of Stalin,
but more the question of a correct, not idealist, approach to the development

of Marxism and, on a basic level, the question of the socialist revolution
Continued on page 13
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itself: can you do it, and if you can, is it worth it?

The experience of many forces internationally who have dumped Stalin
merits attention. (Not that this is the only, or even everywhere the main, error
in relation te Stalin — witness the Albanian trend — but this still merits atten-
tion.) Recently the Canadian group In Struggle!, after mucking around in
centrism and bourgeoisliberalism (including on the Stalin question), took the
final step. They formally abolished themselves, publishing a document to
that effect, complete with a picture of Snoopy on the back cover gleefully
flapping his ears over the announcement. Unfortunately, In Struggle! is not
alone in this agnostic, social-democratic swamp. The point is not the
pragmatic one that since everyone who has dumped Stalin has ended up no
good, then we shouldn’t. The point is that Stalin had some truth. He also had
some metaphysics, but he did have some truth. Because of this, and because
the experience of Stalinis part of the historical experience of the proletarian
dictatorship, it is necessary to take the attitude of **Stalin’s errors are our er-
rors, the errors of the international proletariat.’' Only in this way can we
learn from them, as well as his positive contributions.

Mao once made the assessment, referring to Khrushchev's secret speech,

- that there are two swords, the sword of Lenin and the sword of Stalin, and
those who have cast'down the sword of Stalin have, or will soon, cast down
the other sword, This is true and still relevant.

In our last Central Committee report, we said we should take a ‘*Marxist
approach to Marxism." There we were referring to the necessity to cast off
some old concepts and to recognize that Marxism is a living science. Here
again, though from the other side, the same point arises, that Marxism'is a
living science with an historical development. We have often referred to the
“*heritage we renounce,'’ speaking of revisionist currents within the interna-

tional communist movement. We have been busily renouncing fAis heritage, -

and we should keep on renouncing it in its;various aspects. But then there is
also the heritage we do not renounce, that being Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tsetung Thought, understood as a living science with a process of develop-
ment, including the continuing development of our own political line. This,
too, is-a Marxist approach to Marxism.

Perhaps we and the whole international communist movement could learn
from the approach of some natural scientists. Stephen Gould, for example,
with. his theory of punctuated equilibrium in evolution, has broken with
much traditional Darwinism. But that has not led him to place himself out-
side of the school of Darwin’s theory. As Gould himself wrote, the newly
developing theory ““‘would not be Darwinism, as strictly defined, butitwould
eapture, in abstract form, the fundamental features of Darwin’s vision. . .*".
(Science magazine, April 23, 1982) Why should Marxists be less scientific
than this? Why is it that the body of Marxism should be considered more like
the Catholic Church than like a science — that is, a set of scriptures instead of

.aliving science? (And, of course, once it ¢an be shown that there is even one
hole in the scripture, then there is an opening for agnosticism.) No, Marxism
is a science and this is a heritage we do not renounce.

There is quite a bit of talk in the world today about a *‘crisis of Marxism."’
And, yes, as Chairman Avakian has addressed in a'number of his writings;

some incorrect currents, including within the *‘Maoist*” trend, haveruninto -

real problems, But, as the method of “Conquer the World?..."" shows,
these are problems which can and must be solved with the basic principles of
Marxism, especially materialist dialectics. They will not be solved, as we have
pointed out, by clinging to a soiled grey shirt of disproven and/or Teyisionist

concepts; but neither will they be solved by pissing and moaning about -

“ferisis’ armed (if it can be called that) with agnosticism and social-
democracy. Thisis precisely the method of combining *‘a sweeping historical
view with the rigorous and critical dissecting of especially crucial and concen-
trated historical experiences, and to draw out as fully as paossible the lessons
and to struggle to forge the lessons as sharply as possible as weapons for now
and for the future.”* (““Conquer the World?. ..., p.9) And we and 'othersin the

international communist moyement have applied this method, and some’

basic answers have begun to emerge. In the face of this there are those who
say, with the inverted gleam of self-righteous agnosticism in their eyes, that
“vou have no idea what you don't know. Wait until you grow up, then you’ll
have a real crisis, like us.” Ina way, they are right about the first part: there
are many deeds that cry out to be done and there will be many unpredicted
twists and turns in the struggle that cry out for answers. But unlike such
agnostics we believe that Marxist theory is indeed capable of growing to com-
prehend that ever growing tree of life. And, more than this, we have firmly
grounded ourselves as a party in that method and made a basic analysis,
elaborated a programme and policies. As for growing up, it would be an ex-
cellent idea for still more people to grow up and confront the coming con-
juncture with all its necessities and opportunities, as opposed to the comfor-
table fairy-tale land of social-democracy and agnosticism,

Of course, we should recognize that, viewed from another angle,
agnosticism will be part of the objective conditions that a revolutionary party
will have to deal with in a period like this. Grasping this fact will help the
vanguard avoid the rather rearguard behavior of becoming obsessed with it,
constantly banging our heads up against it. Instead, we can deal with it like
other conditions, as we persist in carrying out our overall (and broader)
responsibilities. Chairman Avakian pointed out some time ago in *‘Coming
from Behind to Make Revolution’ that it requires the weapon of materialist
dialectics to see beneath the very real difficulties and dangers of the present
situation to see also the very real opportunities. Besides the war danger, there
has also been the loss of revolutionary China. As the Chairman peinted out,
one thing socialist countries are good for is combatting idealism with mater-
ialism, and this is especially true on a broad scale when they are around.
When there are no socialist countries-around (especially after they have been
overthrown), there is more fertile ground for idealism. So we should not be
paralyzed by the existence of agnosticism, but should understand the political
basis for its existence today and more firmly grasp the scientific basis of our
line and carry it out. o 1

We have forged a basic line and developed some policies for carrying it out;
armed with this, along a tortuous path, we can meet our obligations and rise to
the occasion, There is no basis, no need at all for second-stringism when it
comes to vanguard responsibilities. It is true that we still have many defects and
face many difficulties. These should be analyzed and should not be glossed
6ver. Hype will not do. But neither should defects or difficulties in general be
seen as some sort of obstacle that must be torn down before we can advance.
Instead we should approach these defects and difficulties in the spirit of “_if we
have problems, we should solve them,” Perhaps this sounds flip, but il isn’t.
Rather it points to the firm foundation we have, and also to the duties and

responsibilities that face all of us in accelerating the revolutionary adyance.
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II. More Stepping Up, Stepping Out

Our party isat a crossroads. Not a crisis but a crossyoads where we can, and
must, build off the solid foundation of line and organization we have forged
and make significant further advances in a number of arenas. This is not to
say we can now become the leading force among the masses, or any other
such “‘left"" economist swill. Neither is it to say even that we'should put
ourselves on some kind of all-out *‘war communism’’ footing in this period in
anattempt to leap ahead; spiral-like development does need to be takeninto
account. Butitis to say that we have been througha'phase in which we have
made some significant breakthroughs, both in theory and in practice, and we
must now put more emphasis on applying these to make further break-
throughs, especially in practice.

This . should make clear that calling for some consolidation in. the
philosophical and ideological fronts is not by any means.a call for passivity,
for sitting around and building a blockhouse to guard our achieyements.
Rather it is consolidating our political line in the context of carrying it out on
a still higher level and popularizing it broadly, particularly among the ad-
vanced in our social base but also in every arena‘in which there are outbreaks
against the current order,

Neither should this be understood to'mean ‘‘now we are going to'do prac-
tice.”” We have been carrying out revolutionary practice, in- many, forms and
arenas, but this should be continued and deepened. This, too, will require
theoretical work — in fact, increasingly comrades will be called upon by the
party and the course of events to make analysisin various ways. The brain, as
Mao said, is an organ for thinking and it should be used as such.

While todayis not a time when we can recruit thousands, can we not recruit
a significant (if relatively small) number of advanced people, particularly
proletarians, into our party? While we cannot lead the mass movements to-
day, can we not-do better still at being an influence within many of them —
and even lead some of them — and further train advanced proletarians
through our press andin other ways to appraise such events and the various
class forces involved? While today is not a time of revolutionary crisis, are
there not more thana few *‘minor crises” which are arich vein of opportunity
for us in preparing minds and organizing forces? And while the conditions

are not ripe for our party to become a force contending now for hegemonyin .

saciety, even exercising hegemony on ‘‘the left,”” is it not possible to work in
an all-around way so that the various forces active in political life do feel
more compelled to weigh and react to our line — and aren’t there even somie
oppoertunities when we can ““light up the sky”” with thebasic line and stand of
our party?

‘In short, we have to continue to carry out our central task ‘‘create public
opinion. . .seize power’” and deepen our understanding and our all-around
application of it. The New Programme describes the central task as *‘the
bridge from the present to the future.” This means, as the Chairman has
stated, that only with the forging of our line on central task and the wielding
of the newspaper as the main weapon could we *‘really begin'to forge the links
betweenour work in this period and the actual mass'armed struggle for power
in the future.” Saying this, of course, does not mean this'is easy — or more to
the point that it does not involve contradiction: In fact even stating thereisa -
“‘bridge”’ implies that there is a “‘gap’’ of sorts between the present and the
future. In particular thereis a gap between where the masses are now and the
vanguard position. This gap presents itself as an obstacle to bringing advanc-
ed masses to a vanguard position during the long period when the bulk of the
masses aren’t revolutionary. This is part of the basis for the contradiction
that always exists between the vanguard party and the'masses, a contradic-
tion that progresses through the process of bringing the masses forward
toward a revolutionary position. Our line on central task provides the way,
under our conditions, to correctly deal with the contradiction.

But we can learn better how to handle this contradiction, this ‘‘bridge and
gap'’ — how to apply our central task — by studying the experience of how
other revolutionaries, including in this country, have tried to deal with it. The
Panthers tried — and ultimately broke their back on it. They did, in'a very
refreshing and significant way, establish a vanguard position. They putrevolu-
tion and the armed struggle for power on the map in this country, and that was
no small accomplishment. As Eldridge Cleaver once put it, the CPUSA had
ruled the gun out of order and completely off the political agenda. The Panth-
ers.put it back on. But having established the vanguard position, the Panthers,
too, had to deal with that gap.

While the Black masses in the U.S, were definitely not quiet in that period,,
and there was a significant section that were in a revolutionary mood, still it
was not a revolutionary:situation; U.S. imperialism still had reserves (linked
to its international position) and this was reflected in the consciousness and
action of even the more advanced Black masses. The Panthers were in a
vanguard position and the masses weren’t. So there was a need to deal cor-
rectly with that vanguard/masses contradiction and to do the maximum
possible at that time at bringing them toa revolutionary position. The Pan-
thers tried to get the masses to relate to the vanguard, as they putit, and move
forward. Even things like the Breakfast for Children program. (in their
original conception) were efforts in that direction. They were never really
correct, and later degenerated completely into reformist and Black capitalist
schemes, but originally they were linked with struggle against capitalist in-
stitutions, like big supermarkets, and they even raised the question of
political power in the sense of *‘the capitalist system isn’t meeting theneeds of
the Black masses and we are taking care of business.’” The point hereis not to
sum up the whole experience of the Panthers (the pamphlet *“*Summing Up
the Black Panther Party’"® does quite a bit more), nor certainly to uphold
the breakfast programs. But it is to point out that revolutionaries must deal
correctly with the contradictions involved here, striving to maintain a ge-
nuine vanguard position and prepare for revolution through straining at the
limits at every point in bringing the masses forward. QOur central task is a
qualitatively greater weapon for doing that today than anything the Panthers
wielded; at the same time we must continue to carry it out correctly ourselves,
persevere in that path and push things forward as far as conditions allow at
any point. The contradiction involyed in forging that bridge over a period of
time is a difficultone; it is difficult in particular ways for parties inimperialist
countries where the masses want revolution less (at most times) and where the
armed struggle can only be launched at a time when contradictions in society
are very acute. But this same contradiction involved in forging the bridge be-
tween the present and the future also presents itselfin the colonial and depen-
dent countries because, even though the armed struggle can generally be
started earlier there, the masses there are not always in a revolutionary mood

Continued on page 14
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Accumulating Revolutionary Forces for the Coming Showdown

Continued from page'13

and often the armed struggle continues on a small scale for quite a while
before a nation-wide bid for power is possible. There, t0o, it is not so simple
as constantly growing while constantly whittling down the enemy’s strength.

This contradiction between the vanguard position and the masses’ position
also poses itself differently at different stages in the struggle, even within one
country. Atalater stage in the struggle in the imperialist countries, it will pose
itself in a qualitatively different way, when it is really possible and necessary,
as Lenin wrote in “‘Left-Wing*' Communism. . ., to move millions to sup-
port the revolutionary programme. But at every stage in the struggle, in-
cluding today, it is a question of how to bring forward masses (even if this
overwhelmingly means the advanced sections) to the maximum degree at any
given point — without at the same time going ‘‘to the masses’® — that is
avoiding the economist recipe of basing the vanguard’s position and activity
on the level of the intermediate masses at any given time.

This is the point of the section in the background material for the meeting
where, quoting Mao, it speaks of the need to hasten and await changes in the
international situation. Qur central task is precisely the way in which we,
under our conditions, are hastening while awaiting. '

Also related to this ““bridge and gap’’ question is the need (raised in the
background material) to maintain a constant tension between the vanguard’s
fundamental need to be ““way out on'a limb,’” engaging the enemy'in battle
(as defined by our central task, which means political battle for us now) and,
secondarily, the need to have that “‘string tied to our backs,”’ building united
fronts, never being completely cut off from the broad masses. Living in the
present Situation, and with the tension involved'in this contradiction, any
revolutionary soul becomes filled with impatience, withthe desire to get it on.
And that's fine (as long asit is tempered by our line, including an analysis of
the present situation) not only because such impatience is justified, but also
because it can be a prod pushing things ahead, helping to overcome any lagging
on'our part,

In the same way, there should also be impatience with our relatively small
size and with the kind of shortcomings (mainly quantitative, within the real
leaps) that have beensummed up about May Firsts and the battle for 100,000
paper circulation. Unfortunately, however, the basic situation (our still small
size and relatively limited, though significant, influence) is not due mainly to
our own mistakes. We say “‘unfortunately' because if this were due prin-
cipally to our mistakes then we could do‘a quicker job of changing the situa-
tion and bringing proletarian revolution onto the agenda. The fact that the
masses aren’t in a revolutionary mood and lots more people aren’trallying to
our banner is due mainly to world events. By this we don’t mean only that a
world historic conjuncture has not yet sharpened all the way, but also some
more particular (though related) events, For one thing, if looked at from the
standpoint of world balance of forces, our trend has been taking it on'the chin
internationally for the last five years or so. This doesn’t mean we’re on the
ropes and about to be knocked out; on the contrary, we've become more
steeled and politically are more prepared to meet the challenges and make big
advances in the coming pericd. But still it’s not like the loss of revolutionary
China was a non-event or something, or that its absence today has no effect
on the broad masses. To the contrary. International events of this magnitude
not only affect material force in the world but, because of that, exert a deep
effect on the masses’ mood. ]

On a lesser, but still important, scale the fact that our trend was not able to
really get on the map within Iran has also had its effect. That revolution,
which was definitely a révolutionary mood-creating factor internationally
from around 1978 to 1980, has also turned basically into its opposite, as was
unavoidableas long as those class forces thatled it stayed on top of it. Today
that reactionary Islamic Republic inspires no one — except perhaps the
Soviets (and also the Western imperialists) who are scratching for-a way to
make some more inroads. Take also the recent situation in the Middle East.
The fact that the Palestinian masses did not wage a decisive offensive had a
real effect. We were not engaging in-idle academic chatter when we raised
Marx’s point that sometimes a desperate struggle of the masses, even in a
hopeless cause, is essential for their future struggle, and, we added, most im-
portantly for the whole international proletariat. Had Arafat and the rest of
them not provided the kind of aid only they could then provide for im-
perialism and had they instead led such a struggle, there would have been
quite an interesting situation internationally. Not that it would have
automatically manufactured a revolutionary situationin ten other countries,
but it sure wouldn’t have hurt. Even the massesin the U.S. would likely be in
a different mood today — let alone the Middle East. This is a symptom of the
profound and brewing volatility in the present world,

The point here is not to invent our own'*‘Catch 22" by turning the correct
point of “hastening or awaiting changes in the interndtional situation™* into
its opposite in the form of: ‘‘let’s wait around until the PLO finally wises up
and carries out a revolutionary strategy.’’ The basic point here is that there is
an international, and material, context for the present situation, including
our degree of influence on the masses here.

But we can and must do more. Even these examples underline the fact that
it’s not exactly boring out there *There are profound possibilities shaping up
amidst the difficulties. In these circumstances, it’s quite correct and impor-
tant to broadly popularize our analysis of the 1980s and to resurrect the
slogan *‘Revolution in the '80s — Go for it!”" There are those who might say
to us, ‘‘Oh, you were saying that three yearsago.’” And, to that, the obyious
reply is, ‘*“Yes, we were saying it then — and it’sall the morerelevant now!’" It
would take either a vested interest in spreading confusion or a straight line
ahead view of reality (‘‘revolution must go straight ahead, or its basis isn't
there’’) to say that world contradictions have not sharpened since the begin-
ning of the decade. Our analysis has reflected reality very profoundly; and its
conseguencesare all the more important. This does not mean things are easy;
they are not. But we never promised straight line progress, nor rose gardens
of any kind. What we have said is that this will be a decade of the ripening of
the clash between the trends toward war and toward revolution on the world
scale. This *‘promise’” is based on a materialist analysis (something generally

lacking, even among revolutionary forces in the world today), combined:

dialectically with a view that gives full play to revolutionary people’s con-
scious dynamic role. There is a great need to popularize this line with its hard,
revolutionary “edge’’ (while also understanding and making clear that things
will advance through spirals and we have to learn to vary our pace in tune
with that).

In some ways our analysis of the ’80s has become an ‘‘outlawed analysis™
on the left, particularly in the last couple of years, even as popular

movements have grown (and particularly as reformist trends to unite
everyone against Reagan have arisen). A couple of years back, the turning of
the decade along with some rather sharp revolutionary developments (par-
tjcularly in Iran and Miami) provoked quite a bit of broad thinking along the
lines of the slogan we had once advanced, *‘if you liked the ’60s, you'll love
the '80s.'* At that time, however, what the various political forces meant by
Lh:at _had not been so: clearly elaborated. Now: they have, while also some
things have happened in the world which give some temporary adyantage to
revisionists. So an analysis which seemed more popular and immediately evi-
dent then is largely outlawed now in many circles. For one thing, such revolu-
tionary stuff tends to interfere with grand schemes to make the left ““respec-
table’" and insert it as a major mainstream force'in America.

Lenin and the Bolsheviks.were a sect in the sense of outside the mainstream
with their line, too, for most of the period leading up to and even during the
Russian revolution. When Lenin advanced his *April Theses’’ in 1917 that
things had gone as far as they could go in the bourgeois democratic stage and
it was necessary and possible for the proletariat to lead things on to the
socialist stage of the revolution, he was isolated, to'say the least. In a typical
case, one ex-Bolshevik reportedly wrote, ‘‘For many years the place of
Bakunin (an anarchist—ed.) in the Russian revolution has remained vacant;
now it is occupied by Lenin.’’ But while Lenin’s was an isolated analysis,
more important still'was the fact that it was true. And because'it correspond-
ed to material developments, in just a few months'it was the programme of a
successful revolution. So while we should not gloryin the relative isolation of
our analysis at the present, neither should that deter us from broadly
popularizing it. In fact, there is a way that its uniqueness, its very ‘‘outlaw’’
character, can open avenues to popularizing it more. It is hardly boring con-
ventional wisdom, and it is-both true and corresponds to deeply felt needs
(even if not understood possibilities) among the advanced, and in particular
in our proletarian social base. Among them, we have to popularize both our
analysis and also our programme and that everything that we are doing now
is, simply put, “‘getting ready for reyolution and that they need to join in
that. - Ny

In'unity with and as part of this analysis, we also'should instill a kind of
‘‘be patient, it’s coming’’ outlook among the advanced forees — that is, an
understanding that things are indeed sharpening and, as always, it is pro-
ceeding through'spirals, notinastraight line, and that we must be energeticin
carrying out our preparation in an all-around way without falling into
freneticism. :

Even as we broadly popularize our basic.analysis of the world situation,
however, there is also the question of continuing to get deeper clarity
ourselves on the character of this decade and its particular revolutionary
possibilities. It is'not the '60s; it is being shaped principally by different (and
ultimately more profound) contradictions. This does not mean the ’60s are
not important to learn from; they are, but the lessons must be genuinely
learned, generalized and applied with the knowledge of the differences in the
*80s as well. Certainly we do not seek to resurrect the more backward, refor-
mist things from the '60s; beyond that we must grasp that the forms in which
new, revolutionary things arise will be different. Chairman Avakian has
pointed this out, particularly in the article ** ’60s People’ (a point we’ll
return to later).

The way in, which revolutionary struggles take shape in this decade ona
world scale, including within the U.S., is boundto be different from the*60s
in'many cases. This, too, hasto do with the principal contradiction shaping
things. In the *60s, things were mainly influenced by the oppressed nations vs.
imperialism (particularly U.S. imperialism) contradiction; there was Viet-
nam which was a focal point of contradictions on a world scale. In addition,
inside the U,S., as part of this but having its own particularities, there was the
Black liberation struggle and other social upheaval (which was stimulated by
profound material changes brought by the world development of im-
perialism). There was also revolutionary China and the Cultural Revolution.
Thesethings, which set a context for the times, are profoundly changed today
(though the contradictions which gave rise to all this have hardly disap-
peared), ‘

In the present world situation; and particularly looking at the implications
of it for the development of the revolutionary movement within the U.S., the
contradictions between different imperialist forces are lending new features
to the political landscape. In these circumstances, it is especially important to
grasp Lenin’s point about how the masses are drawn into political life by the
ruling classes themselves, and to recall another point from Lenin which was
referred to in “‘Charting the Uncharted Course’ (p. 12), that “‘the indepen-
dent historical action of the masses who are throwing off the hegemony of the
bourgeoisie turns a ‘constitutional’ crisis into a revolution." In this decade,
the likelihood of just such situations quickly emerging, including in this
country, is greatly increased. There is past experience on this, including from
the *60s. In his memoirs on the Years of Upheaval, Henry Kissiniger writes of
a *‘vacuum” that existed for a time in that period which was created because
of inner-bourgeois contradictions. This, he says, allowed a ‘‘vocal minority’
of radicals to exercise influence far beyond their numbers.. If this was true
then (and it was), then consider the possibilities in the years ahead, with the
near-certainty of far more serious crises in the U.S. Such situations can
emerge quickly and in them the preparations and leadership of the vanguard
party will be sorely needed — and tested. This kind of analysis lends still more
weight to the profound possibilities for ‘‘coming from behind to make
revolution.™

With these possibilities:and the whole world situation at present in mind, it
is important not to underestimate the pro-Soviets, including the CPUSA. We
should consider the CPUSA in light of the analysis made by Jorge Palaciosin
his book on **historic compromise,’’'* as well as in light of the international
factors now shaping up. The CPUSA has a strategy for power, perhaps in
alliance with other imperialist forces — a strategy which combines
gradualism with from-the-top putschism. Revisionism is not simply, ormain-
ly, an ideology, something that we will defeat by a mere battle of ideas,
though it will certainly require that. Revisionism has state power and all the
things that go with it — including an army, and other resources of a‘pow'erful
imperialist state. This exerts a powerful pull in the world on various class
forces, But exactly because it is all this, and not just anidea, itis also a colos-
sus with feet of clay, as Lenin said of imperialism. Revisionism, 100, can be
overthrown and defeated everywhere by the revolutionaries, and the prepara-
tion we do today for this will be crucial. All this will give shape to the outlines

of a potential revolutionary crisis in this country. It is certain to involve
: Continued on page 15
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cracks and splits among the imperialists — internationally, of course, but
also domestically in relation to international developments. The revisionists
are sure to be operating like a motherfucker in this climate, contributing toiit.
These are certain to be very complex and highly political times, in which the
programme, tactics, organization and all-around preparation of all political
parties is going to be critical — and battlefield-tested. (Our New Programme,
Qa.rncularly pages 19-21, gives a vivid description of all this.) These are the
times in which revolutionary opportunities can emerge very quickly, the
times in which fissures can emerge (as Lenin put it) through which the revolu-
tionary initiative of the masses can burst.

1f we do not see things in this light, then we can be caught totally by sur-
prise, failing to see anything but ‘‘a bunch of bourgeois stuff’” and a locked-
up situation. This is yet'another way in which, as we wrote in “‘Charting the
Uncharted Course,” a potential revolution can be turned into a constitu-
tional crisis if the revolutionary forces fail to-act. We should see, and lead the
masses in seeing, how a world situation with two blocs of cutthroats at each
other’s throats gives us excellent opportunities to go at them. Grasping all
thisias part of 'our analysis of the *80s, and closely linked to our emphasis on
the key role of the vanguard party, is another aspect of the task we described
at the end of that same piece: *““In a sense we are clearing the ground of
economist litter and all other obstacles so as to be able to see such an oppor-
tunity as it is arising and not to missit.”” Itissuch developments as these, link-
ed with our overall line and strategy for revolution-in the U.S., that we must
be preparing for.

In this light, wé should see the importance of the ‘‘minor crises’’ that
developalong the way. We should regard them as excellent ““schools,’” con-
centration points and generally as opportunities that must be seized. Such
crises are fundamentally favorable ground for us, favorable for carrying out
ourcentral task inanall-around and accelerated way. Thisis quite a different

attitude than arises from a gradualist, reformist view which usually sees such |

things as unfortunate and damaging disruptions. We can remember this at-
titude in thetime of the Iran crisis when virtually the entiré U.S. left besides
our party dove under the rug with muffled cries of *“Oh, god, look at the wave
of reaction.”” There was, to be sure, a reactionary mobilization; but practice
demonstrated how the masses being moved into political life in a sharp situa-
tion can be turned into a very good thing through the efforts of revolu-
tionaries. (Of course, it was not mainly cowardice that drove the CP under
the rug then; the alignment of forces internationally and domestically was
such that they had little to gain.) Not every crisis is like the Iran crisis; most, in
fact, will be more characterized by a variety of left forcesin the field. Butin
any case these are favorable times for us, important times for engaging the
enemy in battle. Of course by this we mean political battle, as defined in an
all-around way by our central task. And when we say “engaging,”’ the key
thing is o see it not as simply something we do, but as something that arises
from. the objective situation and which the party plays an important rolé in
unleashing and leading. We are obviously not an'army; but we are alsonot a
pelitieal army, confronting the enemy alone in political combat. We are a
political party. As such, particularly in times of opportunity, we must play
_ our full political role. As we summed up in the pamphlet “‘Support Every
Outbreak of Protest and Rebellion’’: ““What is revealed in these ‘minor .
crises’? The different class forces, not only in their ideology but in practice;
the nature of the state — the bourgeois dictatorship, the fundamental
weaknesses of the imperialists’ system; all of this provides fine opportunities
for the revolutionary forces.” (p. 5)
* ] » L] L

Perhaps it should go without saying, given all this and the analysis of the
*80s in particular, that building our party is a key task. Still, what with the
history of economism in the international communist movement, including
in our own party, it is worth reminding ourselves of it."But more specifically,
it is important to emphasize the aspect of broadly popularizing the partyand
its programme, making its basic line accessible in a concentrated way to the
masses. This is clearly linked up with the importance we have recently been
attaching to recruitment into the party, especially (though not only) from the
proletariat, and to the New Constitution as the basic document which people.
must agree with to be recruited. -

The New Constitution is the correct document for recruiting since it pro-
vides basic principles and lines of demarcation. This approachis not only
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necessary in making the party and its line still more accessible; it is also
helpful in demarcating revolutionary principles which are a weapon against
opportunism. People need a basic foundation to come into the party, but
they don’t need the whole elaboration of it yet. This is a matter of the ongoing

.education of party members. The old Revolutionary Union used to have its

“three principles'of unity”* (the need for armed struggle to smash the state,
for the dictatorship of the proletariat and for democratic centralism). While
we are not advocating a return to exactly this, the method here is important,
and we now have a higher level of understanding synthesized and concen-
trated in our New Constitution.

None of this means that we are attempting to build a *‘mass party’’ or that
we are raising the slogan-“‘to the masses.”" To try to base ourselves on the
broadest masses, even the broadest masses of the proletariat, under today’s
conditions could'only mean disaster. It would mean reversing the view so suc-
cinctly put forward by Chairman Avakian when he said, *‘In particular the
viewpoint comes: through that ‘you shouldn’t do anything to offend the
American people’ which, if you think about it, is ridiculous. I mean, why

shouldn’t we?”’ But we do want to and should build the party among the ad-

vanced, particularly the advanced proletarians. To do this correctly requires
giving this task some emphasis and systematic attention, defeating any
shamefaced tendencies toward the task of recruiting: It also requires con-
solidating the advancesin political line we’ve achieved and giving emphasis to
taking this revolutionary synthesis out more broadly. Continuing our party’s |
lofty character does not mean that we cannot concentrate and populdrize its
basic line; in fact it requires it. This means such things as giving increased em-

phasis to the use of our New Programme as well as the New Constitution.

We should also; cultivate a kind of “‘early Christian spirit’’ at all levels
throughout the ranks — a spirit of building up our small forces and of all
members actively analyzing heaven and earth. It used'to be a great strength of
the Revolutionary Union (linked, of course, with some of the primitivism)
that all its members and units took up seriously the task of building the RU
even from the time it was a fledgling organization and of analyzing major
eventsinthe world and the movement as they occurred and also applying the
same method to more local developments, Now that we have advanced and
established a nation-wide party organization and a central press, shouldn’t it
be more — not less — possible to do all this correctly? If we do so, we will
have taken another stride in building the party qualitatively, the central ele-
ment of which is line, including the training of its members and those coming
around it in this line. Aslongas all members and units adhere to'democratic
centralism and carry out party line and policy, this will not hinder, but will in
fact facilitate, consolidation.

-In the same spirit, we should encourage *‘local authorities to take more in-
itiative under centralized guidance'’ in the spirit of'Mao’s policy in'**On the
Ten Major Relationships.” (SW, V. 3, pp. 284-307) Again, given the increas-
ing strength of our line and centrally set major policies, it should be possible,
and quite important, for local party organizations to make analyses and take
initiative. This, too, is linked with the question of the whole party on all levels
“‘taking responsibility for the movement’! which wasraised by thé Chairman
in' ““Conquer the World?..."

* * * - o= %

The Chairman has spoken of the need to begin to make a further leap —
even a “‘rupture’’ — in terms of the party itself. Thisis definitely an urgent
need and one which, if understood correctly and dialectically, is perfectly.in
tune with the emphasis on consolidation in terms of political line. On the

" basis of building off our correct line and the solid framework of party

organization we have developed, it is necessary and possible to press further
ahead in expanding the base of the party, challenging the advanced to take
part on a higherlevelin the class struggle as party members, bringing forward
fresh forces and further preparing the party to meet the tests ahead.

"“Thoughts on Points for Discussion,'” a:report by Bob Avakian to the Second
Plenary Session of the Second Central Committee of the RCP, USA in 19?8

YRW No. 174.

*By-Bob Avakian, 1980

“RW:No. 147.

BChile: An Attempt at “‘Historic Compromise” — The Real Smry of the Allende
Years, Banner Press, Chicago, 1979.

1*An International Marxist-Leninist Journal, No, 2, May, 1982.

Assam

Continued from page 7

one. Suppliant mothers with babies at
their breasts were speared together. In
one village the inhabitants were first at-
tacked from one side and when they fled;
hordes of spear wielding killers picked
them one by one from the otherside. Peo-
ple were trapped and killed in the same
rhythm in which they begged for mercy.
Hundreds of hacked bodies of women
and children are still lying strewn all over
pubhc places in the affected area, theliv-
ing among them unecared for by any
medical personnel. Smoke from charred
remains still bellows.

Mrs. ‘Gandhi, in her “‘election™
speeches in Assam, was only concerned
with the minorities in the state. Both the
tribals and Bengali immigrants are
minorities. In fact they are'the only
minorities in the state. But most of the
killings happened beiween them, Accor-
ding to one newspaper report the Boro
tribals killed the inhabitants of Naharani
village with cries of “ Joi'Indira Gandhi."
In another village the Bengali migrants
attacked and killed tribals crying the
same slogan. The concern for the welfare
of the minorities by Indira Gandhi was
clearly manifested! No wondershe made
an air dash and kicked out the journalists
who were hanging around.

The chief culprit of this gory blood
bath is trying to escape detection by pro-
jecting: the complemy of the situation.
But the situation is complex only if it is

put 'in a simplistic manner. Otherwise
everything is clear. Pro-election groups
attacked each other. This is seen as a very
complex situation, even as a paradox, by
many. The answer is given by the com-
mon slogan shouted by both the groups.
Projecting the Assam agitation as the
enemy to the minorities Mrs. Gandhiand
her party and other running dogs like CPI
and CPI(M) had already created an at-
mosphere of hatred between oppressed
people. It was this process that was going
on during the protracted *‘negotiations’’

between the agitation spokesmen-and the

central goyernment, The tribals in Assam
are no doubt'one of the most exploited
and miserable sections of the Assamese
people and in a politically under-
developed situation: it is possible to pit
them against others who are in the same
position, especially if the others belong to
another cultural background. The influx
of refugees fromacross the border (which
proyided cheap labour for the real ex-
ploiters) was instilled as the reason for the
plight of the tribals while the ruling
classes are actually responsible for the
plight of both sections. When the Assam
agitation took an explicit anti-state
character one section of the oppressed
was hurled against another to discredit
the agitation and. thus crack it. It was
nothing but a conspiracy from the rulers
who want to keep Assam as a colony of
theirs forever. For this purpose they are
ready to massacre a few thousands of in-

" nocent people. In the ¢ase of Assam they

first created pockets among the tribals

and migrants by'pretending to be cham-
pions of their.cause. Then the champions
used their pockets to divert the nationali-
ty issue which was threatening their ex-
ploitative system. In the process they
facilitated the gushing out of blood from
innocent bodies. They planned this
outflow of blood as a means to ‘‘solve”
the problem. The massacres were nothing
but 'a means engineered by the central
government to defuse the crisis they are
facing in/Assam.

What is the role of the Assam agita-
tionists? Can they wash their hands off
the blood? At a'time when they were get-
ting killed by the CRP-and police why did
they provoke the tribals and other
minorities? From newspaper. reports we
can see that the pro-election groupsiwere
physically attacked by the anti-lection
groups in many places. This was nol con-
fined to: attacks on political rascals. In
some villages the common people who
were misled by the ruling classes wereat-
tacked. What more do the enemies want?

Atal Behari Vajpayee, leader of BIP
[Bharatiya Janata Party, pro-U.S.],
declared that Assam will turn red if the
elections aré conducted. ‘“The Brahm-
aputra will turnired.’” He or his party is
rot a non-beliéver in elections. They are
staunch believers in splitting the people,
and make use of them as vote barks.
Theéy are as reactionary as anyone else
and are solid: believers in “Aklanda
Bharat” and “‘Hinduw Rashtra.”” The in-
fluerice of ithese communalists in the
Assam agitation is a reality. Their in-

terests are centered on expelling the
Muslim migrants from across the border
who'initially came as:cheap labourers for
the Hindu landowners and other ex-
ploiters. No doubt the génuine nationali-
ty question which the Assamese people —
Hindus as well as Muslims — are facing is
not to the tune of obscurantists like Va-
jpayee. It is quite possible that these reac-
tionaries encouraged the diversion of the
anger of the Assamese people against
minorities. Mrs. Gandhi was, obviously
calculating on these lines when she
designed her plans. The BJP are of her
kind and the further developments clar-
ified this truism. In their ¢raze for crumbs
of power, parties like: CPI, CPI(M),
SUECI and Congress(S) [rival Congress
Party faction] ably abetted the inhuman
conspiracy. Indeed, they are a miserable
lot.

In the pig sty all members are ‘‘moan-
ing"" the holocaust. But none of them can
escape the responsibility. Some of them
are more responsible than others, but all
of them together created the horror. And
it s a lesson of history that such criminals
will be hanged in public by the people
when they resurrect their dignity and
identify their enemies. In the meanwhile
the criminals will moan, and conspire for
more moaning. It is a world of criminals
of various shades and their sham shades
will not protect their skin after a certain
point. The not so ceremanious hanging
will happen only when the people come to
know whom to hang. This is the task in
front of all justice loving people. £l



Three Weeks To Go!
MAJOR PARTY
~ FUND DRIVE!

On'March 31st, the Major Party Fund Drive will end. The significant and enthusiastic response to the call to raise

funds for the party has been evident in the many diverse letters printed in the RW over the last two months. But to bring

- this drive to a victorious conclusion; we're calling on peocple to fully camry through and conclude their concentrated fun-
draising efforts, to make their individual contributions, and fulfill all pledges (to the greatest degree possible) by March
31st. As the original call for this fund Drive stated, "Many deeds cry out to be done. Large sums of money are needed to
help strengthen the revolutionary communist trend internationally, to help build the party and deepen and spread the in-
fluence of its line into all the diverse streams of rebellion and protest; to further address the burning questions of ocur time,
including in our party press; to counter the constant attacks by the state — in'shortito hasten the process of revolution
worldwide.” One important goal of this drive is-to fund in their entirety major projects such as the Introduction to SCIENCE
OF REVOLUTION book ($10,000), the Prisoners Revolutionary Literature Fund ($10,000) as well as underwrite special
aspects of the publication and distribution (including internationally) of the Revolutionary Worker. For all those who
recognize the importance of the party, its influence and work, your efforts in the next four weeks are crucial.
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