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The Disbanding of the LA PDID?

LAPD Chief Gates

Chiang Ching and Chang
Chun-chiao Tolaily Unrepentant
On January 25, the revisionist rulers of

China announced that the death
sentences handed down against Chiang
Ching and Chang Chun-chiao in 1981
were reduced to life imprisonment. The
announcement came on the very day that
the two year period of suspension of the
death sentences expired, making the two
revolutionary leaders and heroes of the
international proletariat liable for execu
tion. It was two years ago that the revi
sionists' hopes of a smooth and orderly
trial and execution of the two were
smashed to pieces by their firm, revolu
tionary stand — Chiang Ching with the
stinging denunciations of the revisionists

and stirring defense of Mao, and Chang
Chun-chiao with his uncompromising
silence and contempt for the bourgeois
legal proceedings. The revisionists made
the decision on the suspended death
sentences with Chiang Ching's fiery
statements at the end of the trial —
"Making revolution is no crime, it's right
to rebel! Down with revisionism, down
with Deng Xiaoping!" — sliU ringing in
their ears.

TTie decision not to e.Kecute Chiang
Ching and Chang Chun-chiao was highly
political. The revisionists themselves ad
mit that the two have continued to stand
firm. Last August, the revisionist party

chairman, Hu Yaobang, said that Chiang
Ching "is not at ail remorseful" and
"still continues to hold a hostile attitude
towards the government.. .Politically
and ideologically, her behavior is still that
of an enemy." The TVew York Times
reported a story of one of the ways In
which Chiang Ching continues to resist:
She has been put to work in jail making
dolls, but she emroiders her name on each
doll so they cannot be sold and they are
reportedly piling up in a warehouse.
Although reportedly very ill with cancer,
Chang Chun<hiao likewise continues to
defy the authorities. Even though all this

Continued on page 2

The somber faces of the Los Angeles
Police Commissioners reflected the
seriousness of the action they had Just
taken at their January 18 meeting. One by
one, they explained their reasons for the
decision to "deactivate" the LAPD's
Public Disorder Intelligence Division;
(PDID) within 45 days and come up with
some kind of replacement structure that
will improve "the efficiency of our in
telligence activity," in the words of one
of the commissioners. It was left to socie
ty matron Reva Tooiey, a former presi
dent of the Police Commission and cur
rently one of its most vocal and concern
ed members, to sum up the difficulties.
Tooiey fluttered that PDID had
"become a problem of such major pro
portions that it threatens to tarnish the
reputation of the department as a
whole," adding that "there will not be
and cannot be full public confidence in
our department as long as PDID contin
ues to exist." Through it all, Police Chief
Daryl F. Gates sat stone-faced and im
passive, with only the slightly visible
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Chiang Ching

Unrepentant
Continued from page I
has come to light, the revisionists have
managed to keep it out of the from pages.
But executing the two would once again
focus attention in China as well as world

wide on their revolutionary stand and
line, and the legacy of Mao and the
Cultural Revolution.
While the Chinese revisionists try to

pass off their decision as an example of
how "civilized" and "in charge" they
are, the fact that such developments
would not be in the best interests of the

Chinese revisionists, as well as Im
perialism as a whole, has been pointed to
quite openly by their imperialist Big
Brothers, the U.S. ruling class. Reuters
News Agency reports in the January 26
New York Times of "Western
diplomats" who said that the present
leadership was unwilling to carry out the
execution "because of the effect the ac

tion rfiight have both on China's internal
stability and on what they described as its
newly won moderate image abroad."
Two days earlier, before the revisionists
had announced their decision, the Peking
correspondent for the New York Times
had written that no one expects the two
revolutionaries to be executed, "if only
because it might inflame dormant Maoist
passion." Indeed, the trial two years ago
touched off a burst of activity of pro-

Mao groups, as well as even broader sym
pathy and admiration for the two's
staunch and principled stand, both within
China as well as internationally. This is
exactly what an anonymous official in the
legal sphere in China was referring to last
July when he confided to a Japanese
reporter that a decision on Chiang Chlng
and Chang Chun-chiac is a "special
case" and that, "we must think of the
political effect...it might be belter if
they lived longer."
The revisionists will not openly reveal

the real political reasons for commuting
the death sentences, and as a result they
are in a real bind over how to explain their
actions. After all, weren't Chiang Ching
and Chang Chun-chiao responsible for
the "crimes" of making revolution, in
particular in leading China to the
"disaster" of the Cultural Revolution
and the "persecution" of good revi
sionists? And why are people regularly
executed for lesser crimes — like a former
county-level official and a bank accoun
tant just recently, both for embezzlement
— while the two convicted of much more
serious "crimes" are not? The court ex

plained the decision with a bit of
bourgeois legalese by saying it was in ac
cordance with the Criminal Code, The
code reads that death sentences may be
commuted to life imprisonment if the
prisoners show "sufficient repentance."
On the other hand, it calls for immediate
execution if the criminars "resistance to
reform is flagrant."

Because of what, happened during the

trial two years ago and the well-known
continued resistance of the two in prison,
it would simply be loo ridiculous to lie
thai Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-
chiao had shown "sufficient
repentance." The solution they come up
with is to say that the two revolutionaries
"have not resisted reform in a flagrant
way," leaving the term "flagrant" open
to much interpretation, and only further
exposing what everyone in the world
knows — that it would pose big political
problems to carry out the death sentence.
Although political necessities have

forced the revisionists to remove the
death threat over the two for now, the
situation could still change in the future.
The very flimsiness of their legal
maneuverings to cover up their political
attacks this time means that, should the
need arise, the revisionists can very well
conjure up some other legal wordplay to

Chang Chun-chiao

justify executions. •: , .
The decision to commute the death sen

tences shows their cowardice and the es
sentially weak position of the revisionists.
Of course, the revisionists have not releas
ed their claws off the revolutionaries —
the two are still in solitary confinement.
But fundamentally, what comes through
is the contrast between the spinelessness of
the revisionists and the revolutionary
heroism of Chiang Ching and Chang
Chun-chiao. As Bob Avakian said in a
statement about the trial two years ago:
"Fear — and fury, but fury without
justice, and ultimately in vain — fear, that
is a response that represents the imperial
ists, reactionaries, revisionists and all
those who would desperately cling to the
past; daring, the daring to seize the future
oui of the most tumultuous and wrenching
conditions — that is the stand that
represents the intematicnal proletariat."

We have received a copy of the following letter from an unknown source:

To the Ministry of Trade and Prisons
People's Republic of China

Dear Sirs,
It has come to our attention that you have an qnwanted surplus of hand

made dolls from Qincheng prison. Surely in line With your recently readjusted
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Talking with Ronald Reagan during
his recent visit to Washington. Japanese
Premier Yasuhiro Nakasone referred to
the deep political and economic difficul
ties facing Japan and compared himself
to a "short-term relief pitcher" called in
to an important game with bases loaded
and no outs. "He must be careful of each

pitch, or he'll be knocked oul of the
box," said Nakasone.
In an interview with the Washington

Post, Nakasone reared back and fired a
ringer of a fastball by declaring; "My
own view of defense is that the whole Ja

panese .^chipelago or the Japanese Is
lands should be like an unsinkablc air

craft carrier putting up a tremendous
bulwark of defense against infiltration of
the (Soviets') backfire bomber. To pre
vent backfires from penetrating through
this wail should be our first goal." He
added that his goals also included having
"complete and full control of four straits
that go through the Japanese Islands so
that there should be no passage of Soviet
submarines and other naval activities,"

as well as defending the sea lanes between
Guam and Tokyo and between the Straits
of Taiwan and Osaka.

It's amazing what a difference a year
and a half makes! It was in May of 1981
that Nakasone's predecessor, Suzuki,
came to Washington. A joint communi
que issued after Suzuki's meeting with
Reagan referred officially for the first
lime to the U.S.-Japan "alliance" and a
"division of roles" between the two
countries in. defense of Japan. This state
ment set off a political bombshell in Ja
pan, as opposition groups attacked Suzu
ki for openly identifying Japan in the mi
litary alliance with the U.S. and promis
ing a stepped-up military role for Japan.
Suzuki had to backpeddle and deny he
meant to use the word "alliance." His fo
reign minister was forced to resign and
take the blame for the "confusion."
Twenty months later, Nakasone not

only talks of Japan's military role but
says Japan should be a "bulwark of de
fense" against Soviet bombers and war
ships. He throws around the word "alli
ance" with open abandon, even calling it
an "unshakable alliance." To top it off,
Nakasone describes the U.S.-Japan ties
as unmet kyodotai (common fate) — a
phrase used to describe the World War 2
Axis Pact between Japan, Germany and
Italy. Perhaps that's going too far for
some in the Japanese ruling class. A high-
ranking member of Nakasone's own Li
beral Democratic Party (LDP) complain
ed that, "The connotation is that when
we die, we all die together." Nakasone's
performance in Washington once again
creates political controversy in Japan.
But unlike Suzuki, who had to beat a has
ty retreat, Nakasone has taken the storm
head on threatened that if his pro
gramme of austerity (except for defense

spending, of coune) at home and more
overt war moves in open alliance and
cooperation with theU,S. are blocked, he
will dissolve the Diet (Japanese parlia
ment) and call for a new election.
These shifts in the space of a year and a

half are a sharp indication of Japan's ur
gent necessity to prepare for world war
and a striking example of the increasingly
rapid efforts being made by all the im
perialist powers in the U.S. bloc to tight
en up their alliance for the showdown
with their Soviet bloc rivals. Few obser

vers have failed to recognize this — cer
tainly not the Soviet imperialists. Re
sponding to Nakasone's resolve to take
them on in an area that is vital to the
Soviet military (80*^0 of its naval fleet
must pass through the straits around
Japan, for example), the Soviets issued a
stern and bellicose warning through the
TASS news agency: "In the present nu
clear age, there can be no unsinkabie air
craft carrier, and by deploying ... arse
nals of armaments, including American,
the authors of such plans make Japan a
likely target for a response strike." In
true gangster fashion, the Soviets refer
red to the U.S. atomic blasts over Hiro

shima and Nagasaki and said that a re
sponse strike "for such a densely popu
lated, insular country as Japan, could
spell a national disaster more serious than
the one that befell it 37 years ago." Ah,
spoken like true devotees of peace.

Nakasone's visit, and even more his re
cent election, indeed represented a certain
resolution of.struggles within the Japan
ese ruling class and between Japan and
the U.S. over how to cement the war alli
ance and precisely how much and how
fast Japan would step up its military ex
pansion. All along, this struggle has been
enmeshed with the continuing and deep
ening economic contradictions between
the two countries. It is significant, how
ever, that in spite of advance indications,
economic issues did not dominate the Na-

kasone-Reagan talks.
The U .S. had been turning up the vol

ume of late on its charges that Japan's
huge and growing trade surplus with the
U.S., amounting to about S20 billion in
1982, is the result of unfair trade praaices
that limit the import of foreign goods into
Japan. The U.S.,Ambassador in Tokyo
claimed that he was "very fearful of pro
tectionist legislation" that the U.S. Con
gress might enact. The day of Nakasone's
arrival, big shots from U.S. business and
labor leaders gathered in the White
House CO urge Reagan to demand tough
concessions. When asked how threatened
Nakasone might feel by the "domestic
content bill" recently introduced in Con
gress that would require foreign auto
makers to use a high proponion of Ame
rican goods and services for cars sold.in
theU.S., United Auto Workers President
Douglas Fraser, a participant in the

White House meeting, answered. "1 hope
a lot." "Nakasone is walking into a buzz-
saw," warned a U.S. trade official.

Japan also did some preparatory work
for the visit. On January 12, thousands of
farmers marched past the U.S. embassy
in Tokyo chanting, "No more beef, no
more oranges." Although Japan is alrea
dy the leading importer of U.S. beef and
citrus fruits, the U.S. is pressing Japan to
open the market even wider. Nakasone's
LDP has strong influence among farm
ers. so the demo was clearly supported or
even mobilized by the government to
highlight the difficulty of further trade
liberalization in an effort to counter the

U.S. pressure. Japan also announced a
new package of changes in import regula
tions and cuts in tariffs, the third such
concession in less than a year, to make it
easier for U.S. products to penetrate the
Japanese market.
The trade imbalance is one aspect of

the sharp economic contradictions be
tween Japan and the U.S. The contradic
tion in commercial trade hat: especially
sharpened dramatically over the last seve
ral years — the 1982 trade surplus figure
of $20 billion in favor of Japan compares
with $9.9 billion Just two years previous-
ty. Japan has indeed made some major
inroads in the U.S. market in such sectors
as auto, steel and electronics, while put
ting up barriers like tariffs, quotas and
safety regulations to protect its domestic
markets. The U.S., beset by deep econo
mic crisis, cannot allow serious deteriora
tion of those very industries targeted for
export by Japan which are strategic not
only for the whole economy but for mili-
tar>" preparations as well. Thus, in 1981
the U.S. forced Japan to agree to a two-
year "voluntary" quota on auto exports
to the U.S. But even though the Japanese
auto makers observed the quota, their
share of the market climbed even higher
because of the overall depressed state of.
the U.S. markets. Last year's Silicon
Valley "sting" in which FBI agents nab
bed employees of Japanese computer
firms for trying to buy IBM "secrets"
was also an effort by the U.S. to put a
damper on Japan's aggressiveness in the
commercial sphere of high technology in
dustries (while at the same time encourag
ing Japan to develop military high-tech
— see article in/?1F No. 178). While put
ting up restrictions to access to the U.S.
market, the U.S. has also been pressuring
Japan to make it easier for American pro
ducts to penetrate Japan. The U.S. has
also castigated Japan for spending only
1 % of its GNP on defense as compared to
over fPIi for the U.S.
The friction over commercial trade is

also linked with the contradictions in the
international financial structure. The
U.S. accuses Japan of purposely keeping
the yen weak in relation to the dollar,.thus
making Japanese exports cheaper. Japan
counters by claiming that the currency
misalignment is caused by artificially
high interest rates in the U.S.

While Japan has been forced to bow to
significant degrees to U.S. demands and
pressures that It limit advances into the
U.S. market and open up its own, there
arc limits to what it can do without dire
consequences to its whole economy, in
cluding its military expansion. One mani
festation of the deep problems Japan is
already facing is the spiraling budget
deficits, which reached 28% of the total
national budget this year (as compared to
12% in the U.S. and II % in West Germa
ny). The Japanese government's issuing
of deficit financing bonds helped pullthe
country out of its 1973 oil crisis, but now
the chickens are coming home to roost.
Because of the worldwide economic
downturn and its effect on the export-
oriented Japanese economy the value

Japanese SDF (armed forces) recruiting
poster. Youth in uniform and listening
to his SONY Walkman says: "I have
been Japanese since I was born. We've
been at peace the whole time."
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of Japanese exports Fell by 8.7% last
year, the first decline since 1952 — Japan
can only, tighten the noose around its own
neck by raising more bonds and hiking up
the tax rates.

The fact is that both Japan and the
U .S. arccaught in the downward spiral of
a bloc-wide crisis. Although there will
continue to be economic measures and
countermeasures and sometimes very
sharp conflict as the U.S. and Japan (as
well as other imperialist allies of the bloc)
maneuver and compete among them
selves to lessen the effects of the crisis and
strengthen their own position, more and
more they are all acting on the under
standing that there is no way out of all
this except through hammering together
their alliance and waging and winniiig a
war of redivision of the world against
their rival Soviet imperialist bloc.

Nakasone's trip was as clear an indica
tion as any of this fact. Obviously pleased
by the Japanese Premier's steps on the
military front and heightened unity on
Japan's role in the alliance, the U.S. let
economic issues take a back seat. The
threatened "buzz-saw" and grilling of
Nakasone over Japan's "unfair trade
practices" did not materialize. For exam
ple, what was described as '.'one of the
most difficult trade issues" — a proposal

Continued on page 14
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