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|  OnJanuary 25, the revisionist rulers of

China announced that the death
sentences handed down against Chiang
i Ching and Chang Chun-chiao in 1981
were reduced to life imprisonment. The
announcement came on the very day that
the two year period of suspension of the
death sentences expired, making the two
revolutionary leaders and heroes of the
international proletariat liable for execu-
tion. It was two years ago that the revi-

trial and execution of the two were
smashed to pieces by their firm, revolu-
tionary stand — Chiang Ching with the
stinging denunciations of the revisionists

sionists’ hopes of a smooth and orderly

Chiang Ching and Chang |
Chun-chiao Tolally Unrepeniant|

and stirring defense of Mao, and Chang
Chun-chiao with his uncompromising
silence and contempt for the bourgeois
legal proceedings. The revisionists made
the decision on the suspended death
sentences with Chiang Ching’s: fiery
statements at the end of the trial —
“Making revolution is no crime, it's right
to rebel! Down with revisionism, down
with Deng Xiaoping!*’ — still ringing in
their ears. A

The decision not'to execute Chiang
Ching and Chang Chun-chiao was highly
political. The revisionists themselves ad-
mit that the two have continued to stand
firm. Last August, the revisionist party

Dlsbcmdmg of the LA PDID?

chairman, Hu Yaobang, said that Chiang
Ching ‘‘is not at all remorseful’’ and
¢still continues to hold a hostile attitude
towards the government, ., Folitically
and ideologically, her behavior is still that
of an enemy.’' The New York Times
reported a story of one of the ways In
which Chiang Ching continues to resist:
She has been put to work in jail making
dolls; but she emroiders her name on ¢ach
doll so they cannot be sold and they are
reportedly piling up in a warehouse.
Although reportedly very ill with cancer,
Chang Chun-chiao likewise continues to
defy the authorities. Even though all this
Continued on page 2 |

The somber faces of the Los Angeles
Police. Commissioners reflected the
seriousness of the action they had just
taken at their January 18 meeting. One by
one, they explained their reasons for the
decision to ‘‘deactivate’’ the LAPD's
Public Disorder Intelligence Division;
(PDID) within 45 days and come up with
some kind of replacement structure:that
will improve *‘the efficiency of our in-
telligence activity,’’ in the words of one
of the commissioners. It was left to socie-
ty matron Reva Tooley, a former presi-
dent of the Police Commission and cur-
rently one of its most vocal and concern-
ed members, to sum up the difficulties,
Tooley fluttered that PDID had
‘“*hecome a problem of such major pro-
portions that it threatens to tarnish the
reputation of the department as a
whole,’’ adding that “‘there will not be
and cannot be full public confidence in
our department as long as PDID contin-
ues:toexist,”” Throughitall, Police Chief
Daryl F. Gates sat stone-faced and im-
passive, with only the slightly visible

Continued on'page 12



Page 2—Revolutionary Worker—January 28, 1983

Unrepentant

Continued from page |

has come to light, the revisionists have
managed to keep it out of the front pages.
But executing the two would once again
focus attention in China as well as world-
wide on their revolutionary stand and
line, and the legacy of Mao and the
Culturdl Revolution.

While the Chinese revisionists try to
pass off their decision as an example of
how ‘‘civilized’” and “in charge' they
are, the fact that such developments
would not be in the best interests of the
Chinese revisionists, as well as im-
perialism as a whole, hasibeen pointed'to
quite openly by their imperalist Big
Brothers, the U.S. ruling class. Reuters
News Agency reports in the January 26
New York Times of *“‘Western

diplomats®” who said that the present

leadership was unwilling to carry out the
execution “‘because of the effect the ac-
tion might have both on China's internal
stability and on what they described as its
newly won moderate image abroad.™
Two days earlier, before the revisionists
had announced their decision, the Peking
correspondent for the New York Times
had written that no one expects the two
revolutionaries to be executed, “‘if only
because it might inflame dormant Maoist
passion.™ Indeed, the trial two years.ago
touched off a burst of activity of pro-

Mao groups, as well as even broader sym-
pathy ‘and admiration for the two’s
staunch and principled stand, both within
China as well as internationally. This is
exactly what an anonymous officialin the
legal sphere in China was referring to last
July when he confided to a Japanese
reporter that a decision on'Chiang Ching
and Chang Chun-chiao is a ‘‘special
case’’ and that, ‘‘we must think of the
political effect...it might be better if
they lived longer."

The revisionists will not openly reveal
the real political reasons for commuting
the death sentences, and as a result they
areinareal bind over how to explain their
actions. After all, weren’t Chiang Ching
and' 'Chang Chun-chiac responsible for
the “‘crimes” of making revolution, in
particular in leading China to the
“‘disaster’” of the Cultural Revolution
and the “‘persecution’ of good revi-
sionists? And why are people regularly

executed forlesser crimes — likea former.

county-level official'and a bank accoun-
tant just recently, both for embezzlement
— while the two conyicted of much more
serious “‘crimes’’ are not? The court ex-
plained the decision with a bit of
bourgeois legalese by saying it was in ac-

cordance with the Criminal Code. The

code reads that death sentences may be
commuted to life imprisonment if the
prisoners show *‘sufficient repentance.”’
On the other hand, it'calls for immediate
execution if the criminal’s “resistance to
reform is flagrant.”’

Because of what happened during the
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trial two years ago and the well-known
continued resistance of the two in prison,
it would simply be too ridiculous to lie
that Chiang Ching and Chang Chun-
chiao had shown ‘‘sufficient
repentance.’’ The solution they come up
with is to say that the two revolutionaries
“have not resisted reform in a flagrant
way,”’ leaving the term “‘flagrant’’ open
to much interpretation, and only further
exposing what everyone in the world
knows — that it would pose big political
problems to carry out the death sentence.

Although political necessities have
forced the revisionists to:remove the
death threat over the two for now, the
situation could still change in the future.
The very flimsiness of their legal
maneuverings to cover up their political
attacks this time means that, should the
need arise, the revisionists can very well
conjure up some other legal wordplay to

Chang Chun-chiao

justify executions, .2 C

The decision to commute the death sen-
tences shows their cqwardice and the es-
sentially weak position of the revisionists.
Of course, the revisionists have not releas-
ed their claws off the revolutionaries —
the two are still in solitary confinement.
But fundamentally, what comes through
is the contrast between the spinelessness of
the revisionists and the revolutionary
heroism of Chiang Ching and Chang
Chun-chiao. As Bob Avakian said in a
statement about the trial two years ago:
““Fear — and fury, but fury without -
justice, and ultimately in vain — fear, that
is a response that represents the imperial-
ists, reactionaries, revisionists and all
those who would ‘desperately cling to the
past; daring, the daring to seize the future
out-of the most tumultuous and wrenching
conditions — that is the stand that
‘represents the international proletariat.’’
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