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Bob Avaktan

A major breakthrough has been made
in the battle to overturn the government
railroad of Bob Avakian and the Mao
Tsetung Defendants. On May 10th a set
tlement proposed by the government was
agreed upon by both sides; On June 3 all
of the charges against Bob Avakian will
be dropped, the 18 felonies against each
of the remaining 10 defendants will be
dropped and these defendants will plead
guilty to two misdemeanor charges,
assault and rioting.
. While the removal of the charges hang
ing over Bob Avakian's head is by no
means a sign that the attempts by the rul
ing class to attack Bob Avakian have end
ed, it does mean that they will not be able
to use these specific charges to do so. This
is not merely a symbolic victory. In fact.

as Chairman Avakian himself stated over
a year ago, the Mao Defendants' battle is
"one important factor influencing the
conditions under which, the specific ways
in which—and perhaps even the extent to
which—I myself and our party as a whole
are able to make our contribution and
fulfill our responsibility, especially in the
crucial period ahead." Building off of
this, there are very favorable conditions
for carrying out the important struggle
that remains in order to bring this battle
to a victorious conclusion. On June 3, the
remaining Mao Defendants will appear in
court to enter their plea and be sentenced.
A political battle must be waged off of
this position of strength to avert any at
tempt by the ruling class to exact a price
for its retreat in the sentencing of these

defendants.

The settlement of the case is nothing
less than a complete reversal of the
government's three year assault in this
case against Bob Avakian and the Mao
Defendants. It is well worth recalling
where the government started out in this
battle. On January 29th, 1979 a massive
club-wielding police assault was launched
against a demonstration exposing and
opposing Deng Xiaoping's visit to the
U.S. Seventy-eight demonstrators, in
cluding Bob Avakian, were arrested in a
police sweep of the demonstration.
Former Chief U.S. Attorney Earl Silbert
appeared at the arraignment demanding
a felony charge and $10,000 bail against
all of the 78 defendants. Singling out Bob

Continued on page 15
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Payoff Uncertain in Falklands Affair

Floating Crap Game
the South Atiantic

m

With the arrival of 66 of her majesty's
royal navy ships in the Falkland Islands
and the subsequent takeover of South
Georgia Island, the bombings of airfields
and ship sinkings, etc., the cute little
jokes.in the press about the silliness of
fighting over thousands of sheep and
millions of penguins have disappeared
from the scene. Blood has flowed on both

sides, though as of this writing the
number of deaths totals merely in the
hundreds. The fighting, however, has
been more than symbolic, more than a
glorified version of war games. None of
the parties involved in this crisis are play
ing any games and clearly the stakes are
infinitely higher than who gets those
islands' sheep, penguins, kelpers and all,
and much more is involved than the im
mediate resolution of this particular ter
ritorial dispute between Britain and
Argentina. What has been taking place is
a live action preview of a much larger
conflict on a world scale that is already
taking shape and even how this
preliminary action turns out has a bearing
on those bigger developments.
Throughout this entire affair the

grotesque features of imperialism have
stood out for all to see. The living dead
from 10 Downing St. to Pennsylvania
Ave. have bared their blood-dripping
fangs and licked their chops for more.
The putrified and petrified remnants of
the British empire have whipped
themselves into a froth of chauvinist fren
zy, even vying with each other for who is
the belter at their patriotic orgy. Her ma
jesty's loyal and royal socialists have
played their part in the classic manner.
The TVs throughout the Western bloc
have been turned into war maps with
generals and admirals giving lessons in
military tactics and strategy and their sug
gestions for the next British and
sometimes the next Argentinian war
move. Those who supported the sailing
of the British fleet but couldn't stomach
the sinking of the HMS Sheffield and the
death of British boys were chastised
publicly. After ail that is what war is all
about and everybody better get used to it
and be prepared to give all for the greater
glory of queen and country. Henry Kiss
inger commented in England that he
wished that the U.S. had been able to pull
off the kind of patriotic display during
the Vietnam War that England has.
Argentina, however, is not playing the
same role in opposing imperialism as
Vietnam did at that time. As nice as it is to
see British ships being sunk one can hard
ly call the actions of the Argentinian jun
ta anti-imperialist. In fact the regime and
forces in the opposition including the
revisionists seek to tie Argentina to one
imperialist superpower or another,
demagogically playing upon nationalist
sentiments to further these along.
The fighting itself has turned into field

trials for new weapons and tactics for the
imperialists. The British got to sink their
first ship with the new wire-guided tiger-
fish torpedo which has a range of 20 miles
and travels at almost 60 miles per hour
underwater. It was designed to counter
the Soviet submarine fleet. The French

got to see their Super-Etendard fighter
and Exocet missile blow away a British
destroyer from 30 miles distant. The run
way at Fort Stanley was bombed with the
new JP-233 bomb designed to crater
Soviet airfields in Eastern Europe, while
the new time delay BL-755 anti-personnel
bombs were scattered about to inhibit

repair work. Foreign military observers
expressed the keenest interest in the per
formance of the Harrier Jumpjets whidt
don't require any runway, and at the
emergence of the helicopter as an effec
tive weapon against surface ships. Even
logistics arrangements with friendly
countries were put to the lest as British
planes flying south landed in Senegal and
Gambia to refuel.

U.S. Seeks Maximum Advantage
in Crisis

The U.S. has tried to appear as merely
an observer to the action in the south

Atlantic, first as a neutral party using its
"good offices" as an "honest broker" to
settle the unfortunate dispute, and then
as a supporter of its closest ally, Britain,
in seeking a resolution to the conflict
while condemning the "Argentine ag
gression" in seizing the Malvinas Islands.

The fact is the U.S. has played a central
role in the entire unfolding of this crisis
from the very beginning. And while the
immediate battle is between two countries

that are part of the U.S. bloc, it has
everything to do with what Alexander
Haig and friends term the "East-West
conflict," that is the developing
showdown between the U.S. and its bloc

and the Soviet Union and its bloc. At

various points Reagan, Haig, and others
have seen fit to make this clear in a

number of statements including warnings
to the Soviet Union to "butt out" of the

affair. While this is of course the typical
Reagan rhetoric, it is not being used idly
and points to aspects of this crisis that are
not immediately apparent amidst the bar
rage of media coverage and distorted
analysis for public consumption.
As has been pointed out in these pages

in past issues the U.S. (and Britain for
that matter) knew about plans of the
Galtieri regime to retake the Falklands in
advance. It is in fact the case that the U.S.
did not oppose this move and could very
well have brought pressure to bear on the
Argentinian junta to stop its move. Not
only did it not bring such pressure to
bear, it was very careful to initially leave
the distinct if very discreet impression
that it tacitly supported Argentina. More
than a few observers commented on the

fact that while the U.S. remained official

ly neutral in the conflict, such events as
the arrival of Thomas Hayward, U.S.
Chief of Naval Operations, in Argentina
on the evening before the taking of the
Malvinas, Reagan's half-hearted attempt
to persuade Galtieri not to go through
with it via a phone conversation which

took place after the Argentinians had
already landed, and finally a gala dinner
given at the Argentinian Embassy the
evening after the move in honor of UN
Ambassador Jean Kirkpatrick which was
attended by not only Kirkpatrick but also
Deputy Secretary of State Walter Stoessel
and Undersecretary of State for Latin
America, Thomas O. Enders. This tacit
initial support was due to the fact that the
U.S. had obviously quite calculatingly
decided that given a whole range of con
siderations, not the least of which was the
instability of the Galtieri regime and con
tinued U.S. dominance in the govern
ment there, the move on the Malvinas
could not be opposed and might actually
end up benefiting the U.S. and its bloc in
a number of ways. There were of course
many risks involved in such a thing and
key to minimizing these-was .to work to
keep events as much under U.S. control
as possible—this is yvhy Washington im
mediately put itself in the position of
"honest broker" and has been centrally
involved in all the diplomacy that has
gone on so far even after declaring itself
on Britain's side in the conflict.

Chief among the potential benefits of
the Falklands crisis for the U.S. has been

a massive show of Western bloc unity.
They certainly knew full well what the
general terms of British reaction to the
taking of the islands would be. What bet
ter shot could there be to those among the
Western imperialists promoting
"neutralism" and shying away from the
fullest participation in the bloc, hoping to
advance their own imperialist'interests
and leave possible options open for the

Continued on page 14

No Peace for Zionists

As the U.S. made routine noises about reactivating its
Camp David framework fornew talks on Palestinian "autono
my," and as Israeli jets again swooped over Lebanon to reem-
phasize the principal aspect of the U.S. imperialists' "Middle
East peace process." in the past two weeks the Palestinian
masses in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip
have continued their defiant rebellions. On May 1st, Palestin
ian youths attacked a police station in the village of Dura in
Jerusalem, pelting it with stones and hoisting the Palestinian
flag on top. Eruptions also occurred in the West Bank towns
of Ramallah, Nablus and Bethlehem as well as In Hebron
where youths attacked and trashed the offices of the Village
League (an armed Arab security force that collaborates with

the Israeli occupiers). In the Gaza Strip, a young Palestinian
woman was shot in the back as students at the Al A wda girls
school in Khan Yunis poured into the streets heaving cinder-
blocks at an Israeli patrol, bringing the number of Palestin
ians killed by Israeli troops and civilian settlers to at least five
in the past two weeks, as they shot into crowds, with dozens
more severely wounded. Last week, in answer to the Begin
government's establishment of a dozen new settlements in
the occupied areas and its rabid threats to eventually annex
these territories, Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon himself
was stoned by masked Palestinian youths as his entourage
toured the Jabaliya refugee camp near Gaza City—a strong
hold of Palestinian resistance.
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Recently, Bob Avakian responded to a number of
questions from a comrade who has been involved in the
revolutionary struggle throughout the decades of the
'6(k, yOs and into the '8Qs. The answers elaborate on a
number of questions raised in the talk "Conquer the
World? The International Proletariat Must and Will,"
published as a special issue of Revolution magazine
(issue No. 50). Earlier excerpts in this series dealt with
questions about the party issues 136-144), anar
chism (issues 145-6), " '60s People" (issue 147) and
from the '60s into the '70s and today (issues 148-50 and
154). This excerpt is the final one in this series. Some of
these excerpts will soon appear in pamphlet form.

Q: I want to ask you a question on something you said
earlier in our discussion here. The Basic Principles
document* sdys that Mao Tsetung Thought is the crucial
dividing line in the international communist movement.
But when we were talking about the party and "Leninism
as the bridge," you said that the key thing to grasp in the
international communist movement is that there is no
Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought without
Leninism. I'm not posing these as in contradiction to
each other. But are you saying that there is a shift right
now in terms of what has to be struggled out particularly
within the international communist movement?

BA: I think the answer to that is that, at least in signifi
cant part, we are dealing with different contradictions.
We said in our polemics with£'n Lutte!**, and we, along
with others, stressed in the Communique*** and the
Basic Principles document, that the contributions of
Mao to the proletarian revolution and Marxism-
Leninism and his further development of them in theory
and practice was a crucial dividing line in the interna
tional communist movement and that a wrong stand on
that question could only mean that you were bound to
have, or degenerate quickly into, an opportunist posi
tion. There was a period of time more or less from the
coup in China in '76 over the next several years, in
cluding the time up to the issuing of the Communique,
when that question was extremely acute and crucial in the
international communist movement. Today it remains a
very important and crucial question and a key dividing
line and we have to continue to wage a struggle around
that. But there has been a certain process within what
could generally be called the international communist
movement. With that meeting, and with that Communi
que in particular, there has been the establishment of a
certain pole; even if only in a beginning way, still in a very
important way and in the way of qualitative advance;
there has been the basic establishment of that pole which
includes as a crucial question the upholding of Mao's
contributions. It includes the stand that without
upholding Mao's contributions to Marxism-Leninism,
by repudiating Mao Tsetung Thought instead of
upholding it, you are bound to go into the opportunist
swamp. That pole has been planted, including insisting
on that question as a crucial dividing line question within
the international communist movement.

At the present time, however, there is still the process
of continuing advance, and advance means motion
through contradiction. That's the nature of motion: mo
tion itself is a contradiction and the motion of things pro
ceeds though contradiction. The process of the develop
ment of the international communist movement does not
remain the same and the questions which are posed in
that development don't remain the same or exactly on
the same terms. And what I'm speaking to is a different
contradiction which has arisen more sharply precisely
because of the motion and development and the ad
vance, including the planting of that pole which in turn
includes drawing sharply that dividing line around Mao.
So, what I'm speaking to more is a question within the
camp of people very broadly speaking who stand on the
basis of and assert their support for and their adherence
to Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought, or Marx-
ism-Leninism and Mao's contributions to it and his
further development of it. This is the context in which
I'm bringing forward the importance of Leninism,
"Leninism as the bridge." Based on some initial obser
vation, some study and some experience, I would say
that particularly among those broad forces now (the kind

'Basic Principles for the Unity ofMarxist-Leninists and for the
Line of the International Communist Movement, draft docu
ment prepared by leaders of the RCP of Chile and the RCP,
USA, January 1981.

** "The International Unity of the Proletariat: What It Is and
How to Fight For It", Revolution magazine, July 1980, a
polemic against the Canadian group En Lutte! (In Struggle!).

Joint Communique of the Autumn 1980 International
Conference—"To the Marxist-Leninists, the Workers and the
Oppressed of All Countries."
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who would identify with that pole or the kind who would
at least proclaim their adherence to Marxism-Leninism,
Mao Tsetung Thought or the contributions of Mao as a
qualitative development of Marxism-Leninism), among
those forces broadly speaking this question of Leninism
is a very sharp one and the question of Leninism as a
bridge, Leninism as the key to Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tsetung Thought as an integral ideology, is sharply pos
ed and has very acute importance.

Speaking more broadly, if you include all the pro-
Albania forces, for example, it would be ridiculous to say
that the main problem with them is that they don't at
least in words adhere to Leninism, because all they talk
about is "Leninist norms." Now, in fact they don't
adhere to Leninism in substance including on some of the
most crucial questions of Leninism, such as opposition
to social-chauvinism. The Albanianites promote the
same kind of line as the Soviet revisionists and as the

Chinese revisionists to a large degree on the question, for
example, of the struggle for the independence and
sovereignty of the Western European imperialisms. The
Albanians stress independence and sovereignty against
U.S. imperialism as do the Soviet revisionists, while the
Chinese stress it in opposition to Soviet social-imperial-
ism, but it's just opposite poles of the same stupidity and
they have the same position fundamentally on defending
the fatherland and they all take a social-chauvinist stand
in regard to the lesser imperialist countries (that is the
ones other than the U.S. and the USSR). So when I'm
speaking about Leninism as a bridge, I'm not talking
about the international communist movement in its
broadest terms including all the opportunist forces, in
cluding all the centrist forces, particularly those who
have refused to recognize and take a correct position on
the question of Mao Tsetung and Mao Tsetung Thought
as a dividing line. I'm talking about those who have, at
least in words, recognized that question and upheld Mao
Tsetung Thought as a continuation and a qualitative
development of Marxism-Leninism, whether or not
those forces have directly (or even at all) identified them
selves with the pole as represented by the Communique.
Among those forces there are the tendencies which I

spoke to earlier in rather provocative terms. There is the
tendency to say, either openly or in substance, that Mao
Tsetung Thought has rendered some key principles of
Leninism obsolete, that they are passe, are no longer rele
vant, no longer true, no longer valid, they've been
superseded. It is said, for example, that this is the case on
the question of the need for a vanguard party, a Leninist
party, and also on the question of defending the father
land in an imperialist country. These forces pick up on
what is definitely secondary in Mao, but still amounted
to some errors of his in the direction of the united front
against the two superpowers, meaning that that united
front could include the "second world", that is, certain
imperialist powers; there were even tendencies in Mao
toward the idea of a united front against the Soviet
Union involving imperialist forces other than the Soviet
Union. These tendencies which we've summed up as er
rors on Mao's part have been picked up by some and us
ed to say either in substance or even directly that on a
number of these questions Lenin's positions and basic
Leninist principles are no longer valid. Some people say,
"Well, in World War I Lenin was correct in fighting
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Bridse
by Bob Avakian

against defending the fatherland but this is different—
now we have a new situation." Basically they echo the
three-worlds line, even if they denounce the Chinese revi
sionists: "Now we have two superpowers in the world
and that means that these two superpowers will be
fighting not just to redivide the world, but for hegemony
in the world as a whole, and they're really the only two
that are capable of that, so all the other forces and states
in the world will in fact find themselves confronted with
the need to fight for national independence against the
two superpowers; therefore the defense of the fatherland
is justified in that circumstance." There are people who
claim to uphold Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung
Thought who take that position.

There are people who claim to uphold Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought (or to uphold
Marxism-Leninism and say they are basing themselves
on Mao's contributions, too, as a qualitative develop
ment of Marxism-Leninism) who want to let in social
democracy through the back door by distorting Mao's
views on the relationship between the party and the
masses. These people promote tailism in the name of the
mass line and in fact promote social democracy and 11-
quidationism with regard to the Leninist party in the
name of the mass line and the "correct relationship bet
ween the party and the masses," in the name of opposing
the Albania-type vulgarization of "Leninist norms." In
"Conquer the World... where I stressed this question
of Leninism as a bridge, 1 pointed out that to try to use
Mao's leadership in - the Cultural Revolution or
breakthroughs that were achieved and socialist new
things that were created in the Cultural Revolution in
terms of the masses taking initiative—to try to pose those
things against the need for and the leading role of a
vanguard party organized on Leninist principles is to
make a mockery out of the Cultural Revolution and par
ticularly of Mao's role in leading it and the line that he
further deepened through that whole process. Never
theless, there is that tendency that masquerades as
"Maoist".

There is a group here in France which is called the
UCFML (Union of Communists of France, Marxist-
Leninist ). Why they call themselves Marxist-Leninist I
don't know, because they claim that the experiences of
the Cultural Revolution, the mass democracy and so on,
renders Leninism passe on the question of the party; it's
necessary, they say, to come up with some whole new
principles of the party that incorporate and draw on the
experiences of the Cultural Revolution. They completely
distort the real principles of the Cultural Revolution as if
the masses could replace the party or at least a Leninist-
type party. As I stressed in "Conquer the World..."
that was never Mao's point—it was quite the opposite. In
fighting to unleash the initiative of the masses, he
recognized the dialectical unity between that—and also
that means contradiction—but the dialectical unity be
tween that and the leading role of a party based on
Leninist principles. The UCFML also puts forward the
three-worlds theory in not very much disguised form, in
cluding even the Soviet main danger line. This is another
one of the ways in which they try to separate Maoism
from Leninism. This group is one particular example of
this, but it's not limited to them. And it's not limited to
France. So it was on the basis of summing up some of this
and studying more deeply some of the questions involved
that I stressed the question of Leninism as a bridge.
When 1 say a bridge, 1 mean the bridge of Marxism-
Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought. As for those who not
only don't accept but attack and repudiate Mao Tsetung
Thought—obviously Leninism can't be the bridge for
them, because we are talking about the bridge of
Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought. That's the
context in which 1 raised it as a bridge, and it's in that
light that I'm stressing it. CD
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V.L Lenin On...

What Is
Internationalism ?

We are reprinting here a chapter titled What Is Inter
nationalism? from Lenin's penetrating and ruthless ex
posure of social chauvinism. The Proletarian Revolution
and the Renegade Kautsky. In this chapter as well as the
book as a whole. Lenin is addressing the arguments and
justifications of the leaders of the Second International
headed by Karl Kautsky, leader of the German Social-
Democratic Party, who deserted to the camp of the
bourgeoisie as WWl approached, adopting the principle
of "defense of the fatherland" and offering their ser
vices to the ruling class as socialist apologists for im
perialism in direct opposition to the proletarian interna
tionalist line ofLenin. All asteriskfootnotes are Lenin's.
Numbered footnotes are ours and appear at the end of
the article. -

Kautsky is absolutely convlQced that he is an internation
alist and calls himsell one. The Scheidemanns he calls

"government Socialists." In defending the Mensheviks' (he
does not openly express his solidarity with them, but he
faithfully expresses their views), Kautsky has shown with
perfect clarity what kind of "internationalism" he subscribes
to. And since Kautsky is not alone, but is the representative
of a trend which inevitably grew up in the atmosphere of
the Second International (Longuet in France, Turati in Italy,
Nobs and Grimm, Graber and Naine in Switzerland, Ram
say MacDonald in England, etc), it will be instructive to
dwell on Kautsky's "internationalism."

After emphasizing that the Mensheviks also attended the
Zimmerwald Conference^ (a diploma, certainly but ... a
tainted one), Kautsky sets forth the views of the Mensheviks,
with whom he agrees, in the following manner:

.  . The Mensheviks wanted a general peace. They
wanted all the belligerents to adopt the formula: No an
nexations and no indemnities. Until this had been achieved,

the Russian army, according to this view, was to stand ready
for battle. The Bolsheviks, on the other hand, demanded
an immediate peace at any price; they were prepared, if
need be, to make a separate peace; they tried to force it by
increasing the state of disorganization of the army, which
was already bad enough." (P. 27.) In Kautsky's opinion
the Bolsheviks should not have taken power, and should
have contented themselves with a Constituent Assembly.

Thus, the internationalism of Kautsky and the Menshe
viks amounted to this: to demand reforms from the im

perialist bourgeois government, but to continue to support
it, and to continue to support the war that this government
was waging until all the belligerents had accepted the formu
la: no annexations and no indemnities. This view was

repeatedly expressed by Turati, and by the Kautskyites
(Haase and others), and by Longuet and Co., who declared
that they stood for "defence of the fatherland."

Theoretically, this shows a complete inability to dissociate
oneself from the social-chauvinists and complete confusion
on the question of the defence of the fatherland. Politically,
it means substituting petty-bourgeois nationalism for inter
nationalism, deserting to the reformists' camp and renounc
ing revolution.

From the point of view of the proletariat, recognizing
"defence of the fatherland" means justifying the present war,
admitting that it is legitimate. And since the war remains
an imperialist war (both under a monarchy and under a
republic), irrespective of the territory — mine or the enemy's
— in which the enemy troops are stationed at the given
moment, recognizing defence of the fatherland means, in
fact, supporting the imperialist, predatory bourgeoisie, and
completely betraying Socialism. In Russia, even under Keren-
sky,^ under the bourgeois-democratic republic, the war con
tinued to be an imperialist war, for it was being waged by
the bourgeoisie as a ruling class (and war is the "continua
tion of politics"); and a particularly striking expression of
the imperialist character of the war was the secret treaties
for the partitioning of the world and the plunder of other
countries which had been concluded by the tsar at the time
with the capitalists of England and France.
The Mensheviks deceived the people in a most despicable

manner by calling this war a defensive or revolutionary war.
And by approving the policy of the Mensheviks, Kautsky
is approving the deception practised on the people, is ap
proving the part played by the petty bourgeoisie in help
ing capital to trick the workers and to harness them to the
chariot of the imperialists. Kautsky is pursuing a charac
teristically petty-bourgeois, philistine policy by pretending
(and trying to make the masses believe the absurd idea)
that putting forward a slogan alters the position. The en
tire history of bourgeois democracy refutes this illusion; the
bourgeois democrats have always advanced and still advance
all sorts of "slogans" in order to deceive the people. The

point is to test their sincerity, to compare their words with
their deeds, not to be satisfied with idealistic or charlatan
phrases, but to get down to class reality. An imperialist war
does not cease' to be an imperialist war when charlatans
or phrasemongers or petty-bourgeois philistines put forward
sentimental "slogans," but only when the class which is
conducting the imperialist war, and is bound to it by millions
of economic threads (and even ropes), is really overthrown
and is replaced at the helm of state by the really revolution
ary class, the proletariat. There is no other way of getting
out of an imperialist war, as also out of an imperialist
predatory peace.

By approving the foreign policy of the Mensheviks, and
by declaring it to be internationalist and Zimmerwaldian,
Kautsky, first, reveals the utter rottenness of the opportunist
Zimmerwald majority (it was not without reason that we,
the Left Zimmetwaldians,^ at once dissociated ourselves
from such a majority!), and, secondly —and this is the chief
thing—passes from the position of the proletariat to the
position of the petty bourgeoisie, from the revolutionary
posidoo to the reformist posidon.
The proletariat fights for the revolutionary overthrow of

the imperialist bourgeoisie; the petty bourgeoisie fights for
the reformist "improvement" of imperialism, for adaptadon
to it, while submitting to it. When Kautsky was still a
Marxist, for example, in 1909, when he wrote his Road to
Power, it was the idea that war would inevitably lead to
revolution that he advocated, and he spoke of the approach
of an era of revolutions. The Basle Manifesto of 1912'
plainly and definitely speaks of a proletarian revolution in
connection with that very imperialist war between the
German and the British groups which actually broke out
in 1914. But in 1918, when revolutions did begin in connec
tion with the war, Kautsky, instead of explaining that they
were inevitable, instead of pondering over and thinking out
the revolutionary tactics and the means and methods of
preparing for revolution, began to describe the reformist
tactics of the Mensheviks as internationalism. Is not this

apostasy?
Kautsky praises the Mensheviks for having insisted on

maintaining the fighdng efficiency of the army, and he
blames the Bolsheviks for having added to "disorganization
of the army," which was already disorganized enough as it
was. This means praising reformism and submission to the
imperialist bourgeoisie, and blaming and renouncing revolu
tion. For under Kerensky the maintenance of the fighting
efficiency of the army meant its maintenance under bour
geois (albeit republican) command. Everybody knows, and
the progress of events has strikingly confirmed it, that this
republican army preserved the Korm/oo ̂spirit, because its
officers were Kornilovites. The bourgeois officers could
not help being Kornilovites; they could not help gravitating
towards imperialism and towards the forcible suppression of
the proletariat. All that the Menshevik tactics amounted
to in practice was to leave all the foundations of the im
perialist war and all the foundations of the bourgeois dic
tatorship intact, to patch up details and to daub over a few
trifles ("reforms").
On the other hand, not a single great revolution has ever

taken place, or ever can take place, without the "disorgan
ization" of the army. For the array is the most ossified
instrument for supporting the old regime, the most hardened
bulwark of bourgeois discipline, buttressing up the rule of
capital, and preserving and fostering among the working
people the servile spirit of submission and subjection to
capital. Counter-revolution has never tolerated, and never
could tolerate, armed workers side by side with the army.
In France, Engels wrote, the workers emerged armed from
every revolution: "therefore, the disarming of the workers
was the first commandment for the bourgeois, who were at
the helm of the state."' The armed workers were the
embryo of a new army, the organized nucleus of a new
social order. The first commandment of the bourgeoisie was
to crush this nucleus and prevent it from growing. The
first commandment of every victorious revolution, as Marx
and Engels repeatedly emphasized, was to smash the old
army, dissolve it and replace it by a new one. ® A new
social class, when rising to power, never could, and cannot
now, attain power and consolidate it except by completely
disintegrating the old army ("Disorganization!" the reac
tionary or just cowardly philistines howl on this score), ex
cept by passing through a most difficult and painful period
without any army (the Great French Revolution also passed
through such a painful period), and by gradually building
up, in the midst of hard civil war, a new army, a new dis
cipline, a new military organization of the new class. For
merly, Kautsky the historian understood this. Kautsky the
renegade has forgotten it.
What right has Kautsky to call the Scheidemanns "gov

ernment Socialists" if he approves of the tactics of the
Mensheviks in the Russian revolution? In supporting
Kerensky and joining his Ministry, the Mensheviks were also

government Socialists. Kautsky cannot get away from this
conclusion if he as much as attempts to put the question as
to which is the ruling tlass that is waging the imperialist
war. But Kautsky avoids raising the question of the ruling
class, a question that is imperative for a Marxist, for the
mere raising of it would expose the renegade.
The Kautskyites in Germany, the Longuetites in France,

and the Turatis and Co. in Italy argue in this way: Socialism
presupposes the equality and freedom of nations, their self-
determination, hence, when our country is attacked, 01
when enemy troops invade our territory, it is the right and
duty of the Socialists to defend their country. But theoreti
cally such an argument is cither a sheer mockery of Socialism
or a fraudulent subterfuge while from the point of view of
practical politics, it coincides with that of the quite ignorant
country yokel who has even no conception of the social, class
character of the war, and of the tasks of a revolutipnary
party during a reactionary war.

Socialism is opposed to violence against nations. That is
indisputable. But Socialism is opposed to violence against
men in general. Apart from Christian-Anarchists and Tol-
stoyans, however, no one has yet drawn the conclusion from
this that Socialism is opposed to revolutionary violence.
Hence, to talk about "violence" in general, without examin
ing the conditions which distinguish reactionary from revolu
tionary violence, means being a philistine who renounces
revolution, or else it means simply deceiving oneself and
others by sophistry.
The same holds true of violence against nations. Every

war is violence against nations, but that does not prevent
Socialists from being in favour of a revolutionary war. The
class character of the war —that is the fundamental question
which confronts a Socialist (if he is not a renegade). The
imperialist war of 1914-18 is a war between two groups of
the imperialist bourgeoisie for the division of the world,
for the division of the booty, and for the plunder and
strangulation of small and weak nations. This was the ap
praisal of war given in the Basle Manifesto in 1912, and it
has been confirmed by the facts. Whoever departs from
this view of war is not a Socialist.

If a German under Wilhelm or a Frenchman under Cle-
menceau says, "It is my right and duty as a Socialist to
defend my country if it is invaded by an enemy," he argues
not like a Socialist, not like an internationalist, not like a
revolutionary proletarian, but like a petty-bourgeois nation
alist. Because this argument leaves out of account the rev
olutionary class struggle of the workers against capital, it
leaves out of account the appraisal of the war as a whole
from the point of view of the world bourgeoisie and the
world proletariat, that is, it leaves out of account interna
tionalism, and all that remains is a miserable and narrow-
minded nationalism. My country is being wronged, that is
all I care about —that is what this argument amounts to,
and that is where its petty-bourgeois nationalist narrow-
mindedness lies. It is the same as if in regard to individual
violence, violence against an individual, one were to argue
that Socialism is opposed to violence and therefore I would
rather be a traitor than go to prison.
The Frenchman, German or lulian who says: "Socialism

is opposed to violence against nations, therefore I defend
myself when my country is invaded," betrays Socialism and
internationalism, because such a man sees only his own
"country," he puts "his own" . . . "bourgeoisie" above every
thing else and does not give a thought to the international
connections which make the war an imperialist war and his
bourgeoisie a link in the chain of imperialist plunder.

All philistines and ail stupid and ignorant yokels argue in
the same way as the renegade Kautskyites, Longuetites,
Turatis and Gi.: "The enemy has invaded my country, I
don't care about anything else."*

The Socialist, the revolutionary proletarian, the interna
tionalist, argues differently. He says: "The character of the
war (whether it is reactionary or revolutionary) does not
depend on who the attacker was, or in whose country the
'enemy' is stationed; it depends on what class is waging the
war, and of what politics this war is a continuation. If the
war is a reactionary, imperialist war, that is, if it is being
waged by two world groups of the imperialist, rapacious,
predatory, reactionary bourgeoisie, then every bourgeoisie
(even of the smallest country) becomes a participant in the

Continued on page 13

* The social-chauvinists (the Scheidemanns, Rcnaudels, Hendcriont,
Gorapecses and Co.) absolutely refuse to talk about the "International"
during the war. They regard the enemies of "their" respective boutgcoisiet
as "traitors" to ... Socialism. They support the policy of conquest pur
sued by their respective bourgeoisies. The social-pacifists (i.e., Socialists
in words and petty-bourgeois pacifists in practice) express all sorts of
"internationalist" sentiments, protest against annexations, etc., but in
practice they continue to support their respective imperialist bourgeoisies.
The difference between the two types is unimportant, it is like the difference
between two capitalists — one with bitter, and the other with sweet, words
oa his lips.
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The Pig on the Spot
at the Murder of Damian Garcia

April 22, 1980. Damian Garcia, a
member of the Revolutionary Com
munist Party, was knifed to death by a
police agent at the Pico-AIiso Housing
Project while building for May First in
East Los Angeles. The murder occurred
just one month after Damian had become
known to millions worldwide, although
they did not even know his name, when
he and two other comrades had raised the
red flag over the Alamo. The Los Angeles
Police Department (LAPD) quickly
issued a cover-up story, claiming it had
been a gang killing.

April 22, 1982. The Los Angeles
District Attorney made a motion for
dismissal of criminal charges against all
defendants in three legal cases stemming
from May Day 1980 and from actions in
1981 in support of Chiang Ching and
Mao's other revolutionary comrades
condemned in trials in China. These cases

included the infamous LAPD attack on
the 1980 May Day march, after which a
number of revolutionaries had, of
course, been charged. The judge quickly
agreed with the D.A. and charges were
dropped. But "justice for the
defendants" was not behind the

dismissal; instead another case was lurk
ing behind this ruling — one the
authorities most definitely wanted clos
ed. For in the course of the ongoing in
vestigation into the murder of Dami&n
Garcia, an undercover agent of the
LAPD was uncovered. This pig, called
"Ernie Sanchez, *' had been standing only
five feet away from Comrade Damian at
the time of his murder. "Ernie Sanchez"

was working at that time for one of the
LAPD's main intelligence units, the
Public Disorder Intelligence Division
(PDID). Testimony from this agent and
his superiors in the course of various legal
cases has shed even more light on the role
of the political police in this planned ex
ecution. Despite the fact that nearly every
mention of Damiin's name — and cer
tainly every question pertaining to police
involvement in his murder — had been
ruled "irrelevant" or "privileged" by the
judge, much too much had already been
revealed. Whether or not "Ernie San

chez" was involved in the murder re
mains hidden in the annals of the police
department. Any further delving into the
details and interconnections had to be
prevented.
The date for this dismissal in court was

delayed several times by the prosecution
so as to insure that it would fall on the
most appropriate day — the 2-year anni
versary of Damiin's murder. (During
this lime, a prosecutor commented to one
of the defense attorneys that April 22 "is
a significant day for you, isn't it?"). On
the 22nd, the District Attorney came into
court waving a letter signed by none other
than L.A. Police Chief Darryl Gates. The
text read, in part:
"I am concerned about the ability of

the Los Angeles Police Department's
Public Disorder Intelligence Division to
fulfill its responsibilities and maintain the
integrity of ongoing criminal Investiga
tions in light of the current status of the
above-enlisted cases.
"...certain court orders have issued

which require the production of informa
tion which, in part, could jeopardize the
successful completion of ongoing in
vestigations as well as possibly endanger
ing LAPD personnel.
"...Based on the above-described

concerns, I believe that it would be in the
best interests of the citizens of this City as
well as the People of this State to dismiss
the above-entitled cases ..."
Why, Chief Gates, what seems to be

the problem here? Haven 'I we heard your
officers say so many times that Damiin's
murder was "gang related?" This is not
withstanding the fact that Damian receiv
ed numerous death threats from LAPD
officers just two weeks before he was
murdered. In fact, much more evidence
has been produced pointing to the role of
the police in this planned political execu
tion than is normally used to convict and
imprison thousands of alleged criminals.

And now, with the information pertain
ing to this undercover agent threatening
to tear open what few threads of cover re
main, you are forced to drop these cases
and try to sew the tatters up tight. It
would seem that the "gang" involved in
this murder cannot tolerate any investiga
tion into its activities. Despite the
bourgeoisie's loud proclamations that the
political police's COINTELPRO ac
tivities have ended, this case gives off the
unmistakable odor of a COINTELPRO-

type operation.
One week after Damian and 2 others

scaled the Alamo and lowered the flag of
Texas and raised the red flag, agent
"Sanchez" infiltrated the May Day
Brigade. Thus, he was present in the
Pico-Aliso Housing Project in East L.A.
when the Brigade was suddenly con
fronted by a man who said: "You hate
the government. I am the government.
Your flag is red. Mine is red, white and
blue." This man, joined by several
others, jumped the marchers in what at

have acted beforehand to offer "medical
assistance," such as in the murder of
Chicago Panther leader Fred Hampton;
he was secretly drugged by an undercover
pig the night before the Chicago Police
raided his house, thereby insuring that he
would be asleep when the police attacked.

It is well-known past practice of the
political police to have had another
trusted agent standing nearby at the scene
of these executions carried out by their
operatives. When Black Panther leaders
Bunchy Carter and John Muggins were
killed by FBI operatives at UCLA in
1969, there was at least one other agent
on-ihe premises. He later stated that his
assignment had been to see if the others
"did what they were supposed to do."

"Target"

The fact that "Ernie Sanchez" had a.

particular assignment with respect to
Damian has also been uncovered through
the course of court proceedings. In one

Damian Garcia

first appeared to be only a fist fight. But
very suddenly, Damian fell to the
ground. He had been slashed in the neck,
abdomen and back by a previously con
cealed blade — a very professional job.
Despite the fact that none of the others on
the May Day Brigade noticed that
Damian was being attacked in this man
ner, Agent "Sanchez" seems to have
been very aware of what was happening
five feet away from him. When he was
asked in a court deposition what he was
doing at the moment that Damian was
killed, he replied, "Looking around a lot
... to make sure nobody came up on me
... Make sure nobody did to me what
they did to Damian or reasonable fac
simile."

Was self-preservation, to cover the
possibility that the assassin might not
have been previously tipped off to "San
chez's" true colors, the extent of this
agent's concern on that particular day? In
the same deposition, "Sanchez" staled
that immediately after the assault, he
gave Damian some "first aid." There is
ample precedence for such activity in the
annals of the political police. For exam
ple, when Malcolm X was shot by FBI
operatives, there was another undercover
agent standing nearby — his bodyguard.
Immediately after the shooting, this
agent rushed over to administer "first
aid." There are also cases where agents

particularly intense line of questioning,
the agent admitted that he had a "stand
ing instruction" to focus on a particular
individual, and that this individual was
not arrested on May Day '80. When ask
ed how he knew that to be true, the agent
simply replied, "I know." Pressing fur
ther, the defense attorney asked if the in
dividual "was dead, or something?" By
now, the agent was nervously shifting his
body in the witness stand. He answered
the question with, "He was no longer
with us." When asked outright if the in
dividual was dead, "Sanchez" hesitated
and replied, "Yes."
The judge repeatedly interrupted ques

tioning of this agent to prevent the word
"target" from being used to describe any
particular individuals that "Sanchez"
might have been assigned to deal with.
However, there was one PDID report
turned over to the defense — out of 59
that PDID admits "Sanchez" turned in,
all the rest of which were ruled "irrele-
vent" or "privileged" — and the word
"target" appears quite prominently on it.
The judge cut out the name that appeared
next to this word. In two other places a
name is also cut out. Biit from the context
and subject of the report, there is no
doubt that the "target" referred to was
indeed Dami&n.

In other cases, PDID has openly ad
mitted that they use the concept of

"targets," but this has far greater
significance than their claimed "object of
investigation." In fact, "tafget" is a term
picked up from another organization that
has had many dealings and interconnec
tions with PDID — the FBI. In the in
famous COINTELPRO and .similar
operations, the FBI's "targets" were
those people singled out to be discredited,
framed up and/or murdered'— or in FBI
parlance, "neutralized." According to
the U.S. Senate's Church Committee,
COINTELPRO actions "involved
serious' bodily injury or . death to the
targets." Such revolutionaries as Fred
Hampton, Bunchy Carter, Geronimo
Pratt, and Leonard Peltier were, or are,
FBI "targets." A former high-ranking
officer of PDID has testified in a dif
ferent case that an agent would be given
the name of a target when "the target was
a particularly dangerous individual."
Given the inspiration that raising the red
flag over the Alamo supplied to millions
around the world, in the context of the
advanced within this country stepping
forward for Revolutionary May Day
1980, there is no question but that
Damiim was looked at as a "dangerous
individual" by the bourgeoisie and its
political police. "Sanchez" has testified
that over the entire period of his opera
tions against the RCP, he saw Damiin an
average of once every week and a half;
but after"the Alamo takeover, such con
tact occurred at least once every day.'

Agent's Behavior
This change is very significant, and

helps to reveal some of the methods
through which the political police at
tempted to operate in this case. "San
chez" first had "contact" with Damian

and the RCP in January of 1979, al
though he began working for the LAPD
in February of 1978 and PDID in Sep
tember of that year. Apparently, it took
them a few months to figure out the ap
proach for this agent, since he has admit
ted that his first PDID assignment was
"infiltrating the RCP." But he never
made any attempt to join the party; in
fact, until the period leading up to May
Day '80, "Sanchez" showed little initia
tive — remaining in many respects aloof,
attending public events and participating
in some party-led activities (and funnel-
ing information on these to his
superiors), and basically doing nothing to
promote himself as a serious candidate
for party membership. "Sanchez" came
on more like a "regular Joe," and some
have noted that at times it was difficult to

engage him in very deep discussion of his
political views. When he finally did
become a sometime participant in a
Revolutionary Worker selling team in
East L.A., he was very careful to stay in
the background. This was especially true
during the limes when uniformed police
would confront the team and attempt to
disrupt R Wdistribution, and it was noted
early on that "Sanchez" was one person
who never seemed to get arrested. He also
held down other jobs under his phony
name, generally complained of being
broke and would often decline to par
ticipate in important events because "he
had to go to work."

In other words, "Sanchez" took great
pains to keep his distance from the RCP
exactly to avoid coming under more scru
tiny where his fabricated persona would
not hold up so well. His apparent lack of
political sophistication at times was, in
fact, part of a very politically
sophisticated operation by the political
police — and designed to enable him to be
kept "in reserve." Fart of this involved
avoiding the more obvious pitfalls
through which undercover agents have
been unmasked in the past, especially in
the late '60s/early '70s, when openly
disruptive behavior or lack of any visible
means of support often led to the detec
tion of such slimy characters. All of this
was apparently designed to save "San
chez" for something very important.
Of course, the point of exposing this

Continued on page 18
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Correspondence

Report from a
Salvadoran Intemationatlst

The First of May, that has sown the
seeds of internationalism of thousands

of internationalist revolutionaries from

all parts of the world|there were revolu
tionaries in the concentration cities —

N.Y, LA., Atlanta ...
1 got to go to LA., where we had to

fight to put the stamp of the interna
tional proletariat and hold high the red
flag, although we had to fight with the
police, the flag will never fail while we
live — part of the struggle was won by
the leadership of the most advanced,'
true Marxist-Leninist-Mao Tsetung
Thought — but it was the proletarian
masses that will assure the final victory.

At one moment 40 internationalist

revolutionaries and a part of the masses
who had grasped the internationalist
line were surrounded — it was in those

moments that I understood what It was

to be a revolutionary and what our red
flag meant — for we were trapped but
we never abandoned the struggle
because of our line and we held the red

flag very high — but it was the masses
who freed us, they realized we were
there, our voices were clearly heard and
they demanded our liberty.
The struggle had begun much earlier

(around 7-9 a.m.). It was our first direct
action with the proletarian masses, in a
project where we entered the
neighborhood and began agitating and
the masses came out on balconies and

more came out as the agitation grew.
They grasped our internationalist posi
tion; we marched in the street and the

people took the newspaper, posters and
flags and put them on their balconies —
then the pigs came and we understood
that this territory had been liberated.
The action of the masses grew and they
came to the street, the imperialists' pigs
understood the thing was getting "ugly"
and they couldn't let the masses be free
so they tjegan to try and arrest us. In my
case, 2 compaheros and 1 were at the
entrance of a building and someone
unlocked a door and said enter, it's my
apartment and I will guard the door.
When he saw the danger was past, he
came back in and we began to debate
at)out whether he would join the march.
He bought a Programme and asked for
a flag to put on top of his building.
12 noon McArthur Park:

Having infiltrated into the revisionist
CISPES/FDR march, we began to put
forward our line in practice and once
again the masses responded, taking
flags and papers. We quickly arrived at
the march's destination, where the bat

tle sharpened up. A worker got close to
me and asked me why on the platform
with the speakers there were so many
different flags of many colors, but we
upheld only one, the red flag, I explain
ed there was only one flag that
represented the interests of the ex
ploited working class worldwide, the red
flag, and he said, give me one because I
too am a worker, and exploited, and he
took one and marched with it.

2 p.m.:
We went to wage the biggest battle of

the day: liberating the center of L.A.
Thousands of ideas passed through my
head as we marched to the center — if
you think we weren't an internationalist
force, you should've seen our own team:
one Iranian, one Mexican, one American
and two Salvadorans. We arrived at the
battlefield, crossing the last corner —
what happiness tasee the other teams
who had begun the battle — hundreds
of red flags were waving very high. We
had united with a huge internationalist
march and there were the imperialists'
pigs — the battle would be tough.

It Ijegan and in the middle of the bat
tle I realized that we were all leaders of

the masses and that our most powerful
weapon was the RW — It is what has
prepared us in internationalism. I did
not see my own team again, but on
each corner we formed anew to con

tinue the struggle, because we really
didn't need a leader to tell us what to

do, the paper and our own previous ac
tions had made us leaders of these

situations. There we had the enemy: the
reactionaries, the police, the pro-
imperialists; but we also had our allies
— the workers, the students, the
masses, and if we had not given leader
ship each one of us, the masses
wouid've judged us later.
4 p.m.:
We had taken the city (the center of

L.A.) and our own groups had taken dif
ferent zones and we marched up and
down in our free territory and the police
followed us and at each step were judg
ed by the masses who had witnessed
how they repressed brave communist
Marxist-Leninists. We paraded with ban
ners from different countries.

5 p.m.:
At the time we left I took a bus and I

told the driver I was being followed
because I had celebrated May First,
Worker's Day, and he answered, "get to
the back of the bus, I'll tell you if they
follow us." I got off when he told me to
and walked to a gasoline station and

talked with a Mexican guy and explain
ed my situation and he immediately
said he'd take me where I wanted to go
because he'd been downtown and saw
what happened.
6 p.m.: -
I arrived at the concentration point:

what joy to see my brothers, to see their
faces, what joy to see each soldier ar
rive.

We summed up the events (of the day)
to prepare for the festival — the true
festival of the workers.

7 p.m.:
We arrived at MacArthur Park and

began the festival, the celebration of
the victories we'd won. Hundreds of red

flags in the warm air of the sunset, peo
ple took proudly the red flag of the
Revolutionary Worker. We shared our
freedom, we knew it was a little taste of
the future when we would fight to over
throw the old order. But for those hours,
we had established the dictatorship of
the masses, cars stopped at the corners
to ask for red flags, posters, papers —
they responded by blowing their horns
— people getting on the bus also took
up the flag which you could see in the
windows of the buses; people opened
their doors so we could climb upstairs
to the tops of their buildings to place
that beautiful banner that said, "We are
all illegal, we are all proletarians. Long
Live the First of May," and on the other
corner was the photograph of the

greatest revolutionary of our times.
Comrade Mao.

The night was warm, the stamp of the
proletariat had been placed on this city
and the masses awoke to the sounds of

the First of May and raised their hopes
that in a short time we will make revolu

tion.

Let the actions of May Day be of
much Inspiration to the international
proletariat all over the world and let the
masses who took part make every day a
May Day. Greetings to all Revolu
tionaries in every corner of the worid
who make this May First possible.

Atlanta City Bus

A few days after May Day I boarded
an Atlanta city bus and asked the driver
for directions. "Excuse me, are you from
Guatemala," he asked me. "No, do I
look like I am," I replied. "Well, you
know what you really remind me of...
those May Day people. Yoy know the
ones who march around downtown with

the red flags." I asked him back, "Why
do I remind you of May Day people?"
"You look international. They're interna
tional, you know." As I pulled an RW out
of my bag, I responded, "Well, I am a
May Day person." The driver was amaz
ed and claimed he must be psychic. I
suggested that he'd probably seen me
downtown with a red flag and con-

Continued on page 7

May 1 St Rebels Charged With
Conspiracy To Demonstrate
As the impact of May First continues

to reverberate it is not the least unex
pected that the bourgeoisie is moving to
retaliate both against the RCP itself, as
well as those more broadly who were
moved by, and involved in May Day. In
L.A. some of these moves have been
quite sharp. Of the people arrested on
May Day itself, charges have been filed so
far against more than 20. But added to
each of the usual "battery on an'officer"
and "failure to disperse" charges is a fur
ther one, conspiracy to commit those acts
(a charge adding a possible one year in jail
if convicted). In the papers filed with the
court describing the alleged "overt acts"
of the defendants, the prosecutor has ad
ded that the defendants must have met
before May Day to plan the demonstra
tion, and in particular to plan the con
vergence point at 7th & Broadway. After
all, these papers say, the police commis
sion had granted a permit for gathering at
another (isolated) area, and that
therefore, there had to be a "conspiracy"
to converge at 7th & Broadway which led
to the alleged crime. (We might add that
some of the bourgeois media had been
publicizing all morning on the First that
the demonstration would be meeting at
the "approved" site, even though they
were made well aware of the real con
vergence point.) Of course, this so-called
"conspiracy" is nothing but the May
First action itself which was set to take
place at 7th & Broadway and publicly an
nounced on lens of thousands of leaflets,
on radio talk shows, press conferences
and elsewhere in the weeks before the
First. The addition of these overtly
political charges is an escalation in the
bourgeoisie's moves to counter-attack
against May Day and to more generally
lay the basis for wider use of their con

spiracy laws. They have also so far filed
charges against 11 people who were ar
rested at the April 28 demonstration at a
federal detention center in Hollywood
against the recent INS raids, including 6
who were charged with serious felonies
with 5-year-maximum sentences.
The LAPD has also been active since

the First including a 2 a.m. appearance at
Revolution Books on May 3rd when four
squad cars suddenly pulled up and the 8
cops jumped from them with guns
drawn. Five of them barged into the store
under the guise that they had seen a
"possible burglar" on the roof of the
building. Once inside, still brandishing
guns, their "search for a burglar" quick
ly turned to threats to call in the Fire
Department and close the place for sup
posed code violations. One cop added a
further threat, saying, "I know you guys
do your own security but you'd want us
around if you're attacked by the Nazis."
Another cop shined a flashlight on a May
Day poster saying: "You put up these
posters showing people with guns and
rifles and I don't like it. I consider it a
threat to my life." The May Day poster
doesn't have pictures of guns on it but
clearly the sight of the masses of people
around with the red flag has struck fear In
this cop's heart as it most certainly does
for the entire class he serves and protects.
The day before this late night visit,

people from the bookstore had set up a
display of RCP and other revolutionary
literature on a red cloth at the entrance to

MacArthur Park. Red flags from May
First were still posted on light poles and
street signs, and were hanging from
balconies, windows and stairwells, and a
banner reading, "We Are All Illegal,
We're Proletarians, We Have No Coun
try," that had been put high atop one

building on a billboard defiantly remain
ed. Within an hour more than 100 people
had come by to buy literature and to
debate and discuss. Here and in other

areas where there was concentrated

preparation for and activity on May Day
there is a broad sense of elation off of the

day. The political situation in these areas
has not settled down and the authorities

are finding this very worrisome. When
some squad cars and a paddywagon pull
ed up to the park, the police whined
about how all these flags being posted
and the literature display were illegal.
They were ignored. Plainclothes cops
were in evidence as well. Some very
suspicious characters even tried to rally
backward people. They were hooted
down by those who had gathered.
The bourgeoisie's efforts have been

quite overt in other areas as well. In the
area of Grand Central Market in down
town L.A. they have picked up people
and held them then released them with a
clear message to stay away from the
revolutionaries. In one case, on May
First, a youth was picked up after he yell
ed "Viva la Revolucidn!" and taken to
the police station "for his own protec
tion" and later released. In the garment
district, at three places where there was a
lot of building for May Day, guards and
elevator operators have now been posted
to keep the revolutionaries out.

All of this is indisputable testimony of
the impact of May First, 1982 and the
bourgeoisie's very real fears of what it
portends. These attacks are being met
head on. Particularly the fight to defeat
the legal frameups is a key part of the bat
tle coming off of this year's proletarian
internationalist May Day. □
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nected It up. "So tell me," he asked,
"why are you trying to make a revolution
in a country like this?" We struggled
over It all the way into town.
Some of the ways he looked at it

were; Was a revolution really possible
against this ruling class? Wouldn't it
ultimately come down to white people
against the third world? People have
been tricked by so many "false pro
phets" before — how can you know this
party is "for real"? According to the
route, the bus was to pass on the in
terstate two blocks from my destina
tion. "yet I was supposed to have to ride
all the way downtown and then catch
another bus back out, But as we got to
my exit the driver swung off the freeway
and drove to the shopping plaza where I
wanted to go. "You don't mind, do you?
He's May Day," he told the other
passengers.

Thinking to bring him some literature.
I asked him when he would drive that
route again. Misunderstanding my ques
tion though, he replied, "Any of the
other drivers will do the same for you.
Just tell thetn you're May Day."

May Day activist fronp Atlanta

From Afghan Student to
Russian Sailors

This statement from an Afghan stu
dent was sent with the revolutionaries

who boarded a Russian ship to get the
Russian translation of the Interna

tionalist Call to May First Action into
the hands of the sailors (see RW No.
154). Due to the sharp struggle and brief
time on the ship it was not possible to
read it, but we are reprinting it here in
the hope that it may somehow reach its
destination.

The anti-Imperialist struggle of the
masses of Afghan people for in
dependence and democracy Is a part of
the worldwide revolutionary struggle of
oppressed masses from El Salvador to
Iran. The oppressed masses of
Afghanistan on the one hand are
fighting against Russian invaders, on
the other hand are refusing to be
dominated by U.S. imperialism. The
crimes and atrocities of U.S. Im

perialism under the cover of
"democracy and freedom" in Central
America and other parts of the world is
opposed by people worldwide.
There is a challenge to accept and a

world to free from Imperialist oppres
sion.

Nature of the Beast

This letter comes from a Southeast

Asian refugee who's been in the U.S. for
a year. He went down to the LA. demo
with a contingent from San Franciso.
(Translated from Chinese by the RV\I.)

One commander-type cop, all decked
out In his gear, was leading a group of
human-headed, pig-brained cops. They
waited In the streets for when there

were only a few pedestrians, and then
swung their big sticks, their eyes set on
people's liberation. It reminded people
of poisonous snakes set to strike. Like
beasts, they attacked people's
liberation, breaking heads and drawing
blood. People could see that beneath
their "civilized" front lies their vicious

beastly nature. People's liberation
forced the cops to attack so viciously
and caused blood to flow — don't tell
me they are not guilty. We could really
see the Injustice of this society. Even I,
a refugee, can't tolerate this. May First
Is a day for internationalism for us
worldwide. So we must take action in

the U.S., and not only in the U.S. but
people worldwide must do so. In order
that people will open up their eyes.
Comrades,! write this fetter because \
can't put up with these brutal acts by
this bunch of cops.

Detroit Arab Community

In Detroit the period around May First
saw significant developments in the
large Arab community. In the preceding
weeks, the Joint Communique and Inter
nationalist Call both In Arabic were
widely distributed and debated, several
people taking them on trips to the West
Bank and other parts of the Middle
East. Most of the politically active
forces In that community view revolu

tion as one youth said, "As something
you did back in my home country." But
the proletarian internationalism of May
First drew out forces with a broader
view, such as some Yemenis and

Lebanese who've tasted both brands of
Imperialism. Hands began to grab red
flags; gatherings, out of the view of the
state, got deeper into It: "You can't talk
to these people here about interna
tionalism. You know what they'll be talk
ing about on May Day, just Free Pales
tine, Long Live Yemen." A group of
youth eagerly debated the article on the
foreign-born in the Russian Revolution
wanting to know how could "outsiders"
play a roie In this country. Others were
torn about taking a vanguard stand
among Arabs; "If I went I would be the
first." The Internationalist Call was

taped In Arabic to be broadcast in the
streets and the apartments; and the
Arabic "Put the Stamp of the Interna
tional Proletariat" posters appeared on
the walls facing an international wall of
May Day posters.

Intensifying the situation In the
Arabic south end was increased activity
by the police and INS. Much of this took
place in thecontext of the sharpening
situation in the Middle East itself, with
the battles raging by Palestinians on
the West Bank and the Israeli bombings
of Palestinian camps in Lebanon. In
restaurants where normally political dis
cussions took place, more and more
people wouldn't talk in the open as
undercover police sat for hours just
drinking coffee. But despite the at
tempts to intimidate the community, in
cluding stopping residents and check
ing visas, etc., all the stores,
restaurants and coffee houses closed In

conjunction with the worldwide boycott
In the Arab world. Revolutionary senti
ment was high. It was no mistake that
in the Detroit area many of the places
raided In INS "Operation Jobs" were
those where Arabs were concentrated.

And most of those arrested were Arabic.

The state grasped well the potential
powderkeg of the foreign-born in this
community.

In the week before May Day, police at
tacked flkV distributors and Revolution

Books tables on the main strip. Under
the watchful eyes of the law some Arab
reactionaries tried to whip up backward
sentiments among those on the street,
particularly making racist comments
against a Black comrade. Others
responded, "Look you don't know what
It means to have Americans talking
about the whole world." The two

trends—one of the imperialists and
their stooges In the community and the
other, revolution,particularly the revolu
tionary communist/proletarian interna
tionalist trend were bound to clash on

May First.
One small band of May Day organi

zers who had not gone to Atlanta arriv
ed In the community early In the even
ing. One of them was a Black Vietnam
vet who had come forward in the recent

period himself straining to break out of
the bonds of nationalism and religion.

In the first spot, a coffee house repu
ted for Its political character, confron
tation broke out. Earlier that week It

was the scene of sharp struggle with
some forces running around saying,
"Don't talk to the internationalists" and

others mainly youth basically telling
these backward elements to Fuck off.
But on this day, the backward were
ready and pushed a squad Into the
street. "Get off this street and get out of
this community. This Is a good country
so stick that red flag up your ass," and,
"Didn't you hear what the police said
the other day?" (Referring to an earlier
threat where these same reactionaries

were told by cops, "You take care of
them and we'll be back In half an hour
with an ambulance.")

Immediately, a small group of
residents determined to make pro
letarian Internationalism a living force
jumped up and were joined by several
who had come out of the coffeehouse

with the May Day organizers. They de
nounced these agents of Imperialism
and urged the agitator to speak out. The
sidewalk was filling up with people
coming out of the other coffeehouses
and stores. Animated debate in Arabic
broke out everywhere and the backward
slinked away. A somewhat fluid march
of about a dozen took off down the
street, some would join in and then drop
out—others coming to take their place.
The staunchest formed a solid core. In a

living testimony to pro-Imperialist bour
geois nationalism one of the backward
yelled out, "Go back to El Salvador" to a
person wearing a bandana.
By now four or five squad cars arriv

ed. Immediately the police began yelling
to break It up and push people away,
"isn't May First over, we don't want a
disturbance here." But the disturbance
was already In progress and under the
glares of those on the sidewalk the
police retreated to the other side of the
street. As soon as the police moved
away those who had retreated, returned.
"Don't let them give you trouble." "But
It is they who have the trouble," came
the reply. And so it went the rest of the
evening, when the police moved in the
entire march evaporated into the shops
and coffeehouses only to reappear. As
the crowd dwindled, police swept
through the area for any signs of red.
But the indelible red mark of May First
had been made.

A Detroit comrade

An Internationalist Contribution

Dear Comrades,
Here Is a small donation to the

Revolutionary Worker, the only voice of
revolutionary communist/proletarian In
ternationalism In the U.S. With the bad
financial situation which most of us "Il
legals" face, we couldn't donate more,
but we know that we made a correct
decision In giving It to you, the only in
ternationalist force In the U.S. who has
made great contributions to the unity of
the revolutionary communist movement
worldwide. The one and only force who
has exposed every revisionist trend In
every color and form. Here I'm asking all
the other "illegals" to contribute to the
RCP and its combat against all forms of
reaction.

In struggle,
Two Iranian Students

Nigerian Students

This poster message was taken to
Atlanta May Day actions on May First
by Nigerian students in North Carolina.
Message to revolutionary May Day

from Nigerian Students In the U.S.,
There are those who say we Nigerian

students In the U.S. should be only con-
. cerned with our studies, that the "road
to independence" lies with us pursuing,
our careers. They advise us to turn-our
backs on the oppressed of Nigeria, the
U.S., and the whole world — whose
struggle bursts toward again and again,
reaching not for a savior to hand over a
few reforms but to turn .the whole world
upside down. To this we answer: Unite
and free ourselves from the chains of
oppression and exploitation! Let's
come together under proletarian/inter-.
nationalism to bury the shackles of the
capitalist oppressors and exploiters and
ail that goes with It. Up with interna
tional/proletarian revolution — down
with Imperialists of the world! Let's
march forward to dig their graves!

Banner to Sri Lanka

Dearest Comrades,
A banner was sent to Sri Lanka on

the occasion of Revolutionary Interna- "
tlonalist May Day. Sorry that this gets to
you so late. The banner read;

"To the Oppressed In Sri Lanka:
ARMED REVOLUTION IS A WORLD

PROCESS
LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN

INTERNATIONALISM
DEATH TO U.S./SOVIET IMPERIALISM

Revolutionary Masses U.S.A."

A Comrade in Los Angeles

Idaho Surprise
Dear RW,
A coupie of RW readers came across

this unusual sight a few days after May
Day. Was It deliberate or accident? Who
knows. But what a wonderful little

preview of what's to come. And how fit

ting for this citadel of Imperialism and
for all the capitalist slop they serve.
(And we don't mean just the food.)

Yours truly,
Some readers In Idaho

2 L.A. High Schools

This is from a high school youth that
was originally at L.A. High and was ex
pelled and sent to a high school In
Watts. He took part in the L.A. High ac
tion on April 28th.
The gentlemen teachers never really

expected that May First would occur in
LA. High School. A school of approx
imately 2,400 students made up of
Asians, Blacks and Latinos. One week
before May First, the Brigade realized
that accelerated preparations for May
First were necessary. Especially at L.A.
High School where there Is a huge
revolutionary spirit among the students,
a great potential for the mentioned May
First action and future offensives. Like
we all know by the last week in April
was beginning to be something dif

ferent, the scene had been completely
changed. That week was one of big
problems for the bourgeoisie and big
victories for the revolution in this coun

try, and the world.
After all the tensions that developed,

we learned that there are more con

scious sentiments than we thought. We
were shown that here within Im

perialism there are people tired of the
system and that revolutionary action
can be taken, more than we suppose.
Who says that a revolutionary move
ment is impossible In this country? On
the contrary, it's even more than that,
an internationalism Is rising, unity
among Blacks, Latins and Asians was
born.

What significance and what Impact
did It have on a world scale? I think It

Continued on page 16
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Nepal Communist
Party/On Counter-
Revolution in China

The fo/hwing is from a document we
received, "Counter-Revolution in
China, " by the Nepal Communist Party.
It was the main item on the agenda of the
first plenum of the Fourth Central Com-
mitiee of the NPC, which took place in
July 1981. These excerpts comprise the
first and last sections. Other excerpts
from this important document were
reprinted in the Indian Marxist-Leninist
newspaper Mass Line (Dec. 1981 and
Jan. 1982), available through Revolution
Books.

The first extended session of the 4th

Central Committee holds that a counter

revolution has taken place in China on 6
October, 1976 and the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie has been established there.
The renegade Teng Shiao-ping clique is
reversing the correct verdicts of revolu
tionary Marxist-Leninist line and
achievements of the socialist revolution.

The rightist counter-revolutionary line of
renegade Liu Shao-chi is being rehabili
tated in China. They have recognized the
revisionist clique of Yugoslavia as Marx
ist-Leninist and her economy as a social
ist one. The.present revisionist leadership
has fully rejected the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution of China and have

condemned the post-Revolution
thoughts of Mao Tsetung as "ultra-
Leftist".

The counter-revolution in China is not

quite unexpected as it is generally suppos
ed. From the very beginning the founders
of Marxism-Leninism have expressed the

view that even after revolution the danger
of the restoration of capitalism continues.
What has happened in China proves the
correctness of this Marxist-Leninist
theory. The Chinese revisionists are not
alone to assail Mao and Mao Tsetung
thought. Albania also is making violent
attacks against Mao and Mao Tsetung
thought from "Left" sectarian angle.
This plenum resolutely rejects and con
demns both the right and "Left" attacks
made against Mao Tsetung Thought.

To go against Tides is Marxist-Leninist
Principle

The counter-revolution in China has

made the revolution of Nepal very diffi
cult. But we should not be disappointed
from it. We should never forget this
leaching of Mao: to go against tides is
Marxist-Leninist principle. There is no
difference within our party about the fact
that the leadership of the CPC has
become a revisionist one. But some of our

comrades hold the view that we should

not publicly condemn the CPC. This is a
mistaken idea. Such a wrong thinking is
based oh the understanding that the open
opposition of the Chinese party will make
the revolution of Nepal impossible. But
after the revisionist take-over in China,
we cannot hope of China helping our
revolution. After when the system of a
country becomes reactionary, it does not
help the revolution, but helps a counter
revolution. No doubt, China is our
neighbor. From geographical point of

view India is more near too. But this
geographical factor does not make Indian
expansionism an ally of our revolution.
The same holds good with China too. A
political system deviated from revolu
tionary principles can not help our revolu
tion. So we should not hesitate to criticize
and oppose the revisionist leadership of
China.

The question of supporting Chinese
revisionism is not only an external matter,
but it is closely related with our party. If
we support Chinese revisionism, it will
make our party — the nature of our
politics, organization, movement and
united front policy — also revisionist. So
the question of opposing the Chinese
leadership has decisive importance for us.

Kathmandu

But, while opposing Chinese revisionism,
we should be careful not to follow Russian
revisionism and the Albanian "leftist"
deviation or any other rightist or "leftist"
deviation. In the past, due to our insuffi
cient knowledge and clarity of Chinese af
fairs, our party supported the revisionist
leadership of Hua Kuo-feng and some of
their revisionist policies, particularly the
so-called three world theory, and express
ed the view that between two superpowers
American imperialism is less dangerous.
This plenum regards those ideas as wron|
and rejects and withdraws them. After all
whether one's political line is right or
wrong decides everything. We are fully
confident that our political line.is correct,
so,ourfutureisbright. □

Student Conference
Brutally Attacked

The following is reprinted from Mass
Line, May 1, 1982.

The 7th National Conference of the All
Nepal National Free Students Union
(ANNFSU) scheduled to be held at Kath
mandu from 1st to 3rd April was brutally
attacked by the fascist state forces. Hun
dreds of students were arrested even be
fore they reached the venue and the arm
ed forces occupied the venue. The organi
sers had to hurriedly shift the venue and
the conference was conducted in under
ground conditions in the jungles. The ar
rested student revolutionaries are still be
ing tortured inside the jails and a reign of
terror is let loose on the university and
college campuses.

ANNFSU is the student organisation
working under the political and organisa
tional guidance of Nepal Communist
Party. The conference, though conduct

ed in the teeth of fascist repression, was a
very lively one and questions of ideology
and politics were actively debated. The
national and international developments
and the role of students in the revolution
ary struggle were subjects of prime im
portance in the conference. After the dis
cussions, a representative of Revolution
ary Students Union (India) addressed the
conference extending fraternal greetings.

After the conference the student revo
lutionaries returned to Kathmandu in
small batches and after regrouping took
out a militant march through the city.
This march was brutally attacked by the
fascists and many students were beaten
up and arrested. Many students fought
back and instead of dispersing they form
ed small groups and continued to tell the
masses the news about the conference. □

The Secret of Saudi Arabia
King Khalid and the several thousand

family princes who rule Saudi Arabia
have always insisted that U.S. military
bases will not be allowed in their country.
From time to time they have even voiced
"stinging criticism" of U.S. military acti
vities in the Middle East. Last year, for
example, there was quite a fuss when the
Saudis demanded that the AWACs
planes the U.S. sent them, and the in
telligence gathered, thereby, had to be
"Saudi controlled."

Such posturing is, of course, necessi
tated by the fact that the Saudi rulers do
have a certain image to maintain in the
Arab world, despite the fact that they
have long been one of the U.S.'s most
thoroughly dependent and controlled
client regimes in the Middle East. And
while it is well known that Saudi Arabia
has regularly been supplied with plenty of
modem weapons systems, advanced jet
fighters, etc. purchased from the U.S.
bloc with prodigious sums of petro-dol-
lars, it is also true that it has not played
the role of U.S. enforcer in the region on
anything resembling the scale of Israel or,
say, the former Shah of Iran — nor has it
b^n intended to.

But the patent ridiculousness of such
airs put on by the House of Saud is readi
ly apparent in what is perhaps less well
known •— that is, the tremendous, if rela
tively unpublicized, extent of U.S. milita
ry involvement in Saudi Arabia and just
what, precisely, it is being focused
around. While in recent years much pub
lic attention has been devoted to U.S.
negotiations for strategic bases in Oman,
Somalia and Kenya, etc., precious little
has been said about the fact that for the
past decade and more the U.S. rulers
have been "unofficially" converting
Saudi territory into a giant military stag
ing area — and not mainly for the use of
the Saudi armed forces.

Consider for a moment the following:
between 1955 and 1979 Saudi Arabia was
the recipient of some $30 billion in U.S.
military-connected sales, a figure which
some have estimated rivals the amount of
foreign military sales to any country in
U.S. history. Be that as it may, it is a mat
ter of public record that in the past two
years alone such sales to the Saudis total
ed more than $10 billion. Yet, paradoxi
cally, one U.S. armed forces journal

pointed out that the Saudi rulers "face
the prospect of having the world's most
expensive military forces in terms of dol
lars paid for firepower delivered without
being able to deal adequately with a single
major regional threat." Why? Because
since 1968, some 70% of these military
expenditures have gone not for weapons,
but for "military infrastructure, training
bases and manpower skill levels on Ame
rican advice" — i.e. what the Saudis eu
phemistically refer to as "moderniza
tion."

This "modernization" campaign,
which has been going on for years, has
consisted largely of the construction of a
number of huge military bases and air
fields, military training facilities (among
them several military academies in the ca
pital of Riyadh), deep water naval ports
(like those at Jubail on the Persian Gulf
and Jidda on the Red Sea), and troop
housing complexes as well as sophisticated
communications and logistics systems,
new roads and other methods of trans
port. Every bit of it is overseen and con
tracted out by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers which brags that Saudi Arabia
is "the largest military construction pro
gram the Corps has ever had" — and his
tory will bear out thai the Corps has cer
tainly had the lion's share of the world's
biggies in the past.

Saudi Arabia has over 10,000 U.S. mili
tary and civilian personnel engaged in su
pervision of these projects. Most of the
"civilians" just happen to be ex-military
men with' 'special skills" as are the civilian
employees from Britain, France, W. Ger
many and a number of U.S. clients like
South Korea with expertise in military
construction who are participating in this
effort. And while an important side bene
fit of all this is the recycling of Saudi petro
dollars back into the U.S. bloc economy,
via the Western corporations who reap
many of the contracts handed out, the
main purpose has been that, as one sour(^
put it, "much of the infrastructure, logisti
cal manpower and command apparatus
required for an American intervention is
now already in place (for) what is in effect
a forward base in Saudi Arabia."

That what is being built here is some
thing more than a few runways for the
Rapid Deployment Force, etc. is indicated
by the scope of one of the most recent pro

jects — what is known as King Khalid Mi
litary City, considered "one of the largest
and most sophisticated military installa
tions in the world." This huge octagonal
complex with a projected cost of $8 billion
is scheduled for final completion in 1990,
located near AI Batin ("in the middle of
nowhere" — nowhere except the Persian
Gulf, that is) will have, among other
things, airfields, missile ranges, training
facilities, and ammunition depots. Indeed,
something of the scale of this particular
venture alone is indicated by the fact that a
deep water port had to be built at Ras al-
Mishab just to bring in the construction
materials. But perhaps the most interest
ing thing about King Khalid Military City
is that, while it is only one of a string of
U.S. military projects, it alone is designed
to accommodate some 60,000 troops and
70,000 additional support personnel — a
most interesting statistic since there is no
where near that number in the entire Saudi
armed forces!

Of course, we have the Saudi rulers'
word for the fact that there is not a single
U.S. military base on their national soil.
All these are Saudi bases, Saudi airfields,
Saudi naval installations intended for the
training and use of Saudi armed forces.
This might seem a bit silly in view of the
fact that: I) the Saudi Naval Expansion
Program is directly managed by the U.S.
Navy, 2) the Saudi airforce modernization
programs, known as Peace Hawk and
Peace Sun which include construction of
airfields for U.S. F-5 and F-15 warplanes
(and, in some cases, long enou^ for
B-52's to take off and land), are managed
by the U.S. Air Force, 3) the Saudi Na
tional Guard is directed by the U.S. Army
Material Development and Readiness
Command with the help of the California-.
based Vinnel Corporation (which de
scribes its employees as "executive merce
naries" and whose prep briefings state
"We are not here to win the hearts and
minds of the people"), and 4) Saudi intelli
gence and internal security programs are
supervised by the CIA.

It need hardly be said in view of the
above that Saudi Arabia is being built up
as a mammoth military complex for the
U.S. rulers as part of their contention with
the Soviets in this region of the world and
especially in preparation for World War 3.
The stakes are quite high here: to the west,

control of the Red Sea, the Suez Canal and
the Gulf of Aqaba, and to the east, control
of the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman
with their vital oil routes, not to mention
the capacity to deploy huge numbers of
American ground forces, ships and air
craft able to strike at the Soviet-bloc forces
throughout the Middle East. But in consi
deration of Saudi Arabia's diplomaticrole
for the U.S. in the Middle East, as well as
for its highly unstable internal situation
(open flaunting of the full U.S.-Saudi
military relationship could well be the kiss
of death for the House of Saud), all this
has been kept decidedly low profile with
the understanding that, as the Washington
Post once put it, while the Saudi regime
"is favorably disposed to U.S. facilities
. .. it is not going to advertise the idea and
may even criticize it occasionally."

Of course, the huge U.S.-built military
complexes in Saudi Arabia have already
been put to some use in dealing with cer
tain regional crises. For example, in early
1979 the U.S. supplied North Yemen
against Soviet-backed South Yemen with
$300 million worth of bombers, tanks, etc.
(paid for by the Saudis) via Saudi bases in
an operation that utilized hundreds of
U.S. military personnel. In 1980 Iraqi
MIGs used the U.S.-constructed Tabuk
airbase in Saudi Arabia for refueling in be
tween attacks on Iran. But compared to
what the U.S. has in mind for such "Saudi
bases" in the future, this stuff was a mere
drop in the bucket.

Ironically, there-is yet another related
reason for these bases and their capacity to
accommodate large numbers of U.S. mili
tary personnel. One of the U.S.'s main
concerns about the region as a whole is the
maintenance of its oil supply to grease the
Western-bloc war machine as well as the
denial of such resources in any case to the
Soviet enemy. And after all a good portion
of this oil comes from Saudi Arabia
itself. Considering the preparations that
are being made for the eventual arrival of
U.S. forces at King Khalid Military City
down to the last rec room, swimming pool
and jacuzzi, it is little wonder that a 1979
congressional report concluded that, in
light of the dubious ability of Saudi
military forces to defend its own oil fields,
if the U.S. decided to go ahead with it,
"the desert kingdom — Saudi Arabia —
would be comparatively easy to invade."
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They Will Be Millions. . .
May 1, 1982 ... something happened

in this coumry, something that has never,
ever happened before. It was not as
though lightning struck. It was more like
an embryo was conceived in its mother's
womb, microscopic in its size, and yet
destined to grow large and strong.
From MacArthur Park in Los Angeles,

a small number of proletarians from El
Salvador left the battle there to go to a
May 1st concert performed by the Apes
of God band. After the concert one of
them initiated a discussion with the musi
cians, saying that while this music was
something new to him, he could tell that it
was rebellious and going up against the
acceptable. Another said that he dis
agreed and thought the music was "deca
dent" and "too anarchistic." The discus
sion continued. Later the proletarians
went off into the night to raise the red flag
elsewhere.

These workers, and their comrades in
some other few-and-far-between places
in this country this year acted in the real
revolutionary tradition of the interna
tional proletariat.

Like the Chinese proletariat of the
1960s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu
tion, they are changing the image of pro
letarians from that of begging seekers of a
crust of bread, a dime to a dollar, to one
of tribunes of the p>eople, fighters to con
quer and transform all the world.
That their numbers were small, that

their arguments were not always correct,
is not nearly so important at this time as is
the fact that they actually dared to take
some responsibility, in the context of
May 1,1982 for that bastion of bourgeois
ideology, that sphere of "innate talent,"
of "the private appropriation of know
ledge," that place where "you either have
it or you don't," that most "unknowable
of things," the "sacred" sphere of
culture. They will be millions. And they
will learn to be correct.

Rebel Artists Link Themselves Pell Mell

With the International Proletariat

The international proletariat has its
representatives, REVOLUTIONARIES,
and its allies, in every sphere, including
the cultural. There is a very broad "left"
upsurge among artists in this country at
this time, and the most advanced among
these acted significantly and historically,
forming a stream into the worldwide river
that rode the rapids on the First of May.
Proletarians everywhere should know
what they did and know their name.
On Friday, April 30, a group of revolu

tionary proletarians and May First volun
teers attended a performance of a new
play by Sonia Sanchez, "I'm Black When
I'm Singing, I'm Blue When I Ain't,"
which had its world premiere in Atlanta
one week before May Day. Off of discus
sion and struggle over the Internationalist
Call to May First Action, the party's call
for "A Revolutionary Offensive in the
Sacred Sphere of Art" {RW No. 150),
and especially the challenges posed by the
call to proletarians to "Leave No Sacred

Sphere Untouched!" {RIV No. 152),
members of the Jomandi Productions
theater troupe, an Atlanta-based Black
theater, set aside a block of tickets to
assure that seats would be available for
the April 30th performance.
The play, in which some of the charac

ters are based on the lives of Black
women artists Bessie Smith, Billie Holli-
day and Nina Simone, powerfully por
trays typical contradictions in the strug
gle and suppression of Black women ar
tists and women in general, and by impli
cation poses some sharp questions as to
the necessity of the proletariat to wage
some fierce struggle in this arena against
the attempts of the bourgeoisie to crush
and demoralize progressive and revolu
tionary artists. Excited informal discus
sion between the proletarians and many
cast members and musicians followed the
play. They grappled with the questions
and challenges posed by the call to artists
and the play itself. The success of this
development is certainly no light-weight
matter, as can be seen in the intensity of
the struggle to carry it through — in one
case, a Black proletarian woman from
Techwood Homes, who had picked up
the red flag earlier Friday afternoon and
was very enthusiastic about attending the
play that night, was only prevented from
doing so when her husband literally lock
ed her in the bedroom.

It was very fitting, after what has gone
on in Atlanta over the past two years, that
tickets for the upcoming U.S. tour of the
Clash went on sale the morning of May
1st in Atlanta. This was the second year in
a row that a major appearance of the
Clash has opened ticket sales on May
Day, and as thousands of youth queued
up to camp out the night of the 30th, red
flags cut from the back of the R IF could
be seen marking some spots on line, and
revolutionaries were greeted with a yell,
"All right! I knew that the May Day peo
ple would be out here!" Also hitting the
stores by May 1st weekend was the new
Clash single, "Know Your Rights," with
flipside, "First Night Back in London,"
taken from their about-to-be-released

album, tentatively entitled Rat Patrol
From Fort Bragg.

At the On Broadway Club in San Fran
cisco, the Dead Kennedys ushered in the
First of May, headlining concerts on
April 29 and 30. On April 29 the bands in
cluded Bad Posture, Millions of Dead
Cops and Rebel Truth. Members of the
four bands united to hang International
Workers Day/Take History Into Your
Hands posters on both sides of the stage.
Bad Posture's lead singer kicked off the
show with a bit of May Day theater by
taking off the Uncle Sam hat he was
wearing and stomping it into the stage.
Millions of Dead Cops highlighted their
set with a ferocious tune called "John

Wayne Was A Nazi." When the Dead
Kennedys took the stage, lead singer Jello
Biafra teased the decidedly rebellious au
dience of punks and youth which had
swelled to about 400. "Who's dumb

enough to work tomorrow? Who's really

dumb enough to work on May Day?"
Then Jello asks, "What should 1 play for
May Day?" and comes up with a short
and sweet song from their new album
called "Dog Bite" — which goes, "Dog
bite. Dog bit my leg. But it's supposed to,
it's supposed to beg."
Out in the parking lot after the show

political struggle raged especially hot on
the difference between anarchism and
communism; and 'long about 5 o'clock in
the morning, one of the musicians pulled
a comrade aside and said that while he
still has questions about the line on
homosexuality, he would like to know
how one goes about joining the party.
Other manifestations of May First

bloomied on the air waves. On the eve of
May Day, in Berkeley, California a lead
ing reggae D.J. and popularizer, a revo
lutionary-minded Rasta, Karen Lipp-
man, put on a powerful program "dedi
cated to May First and international
workers." Her weekly show, "Rasta
Reggae" broadcast from KALX, a popu
lar Berkeley station, featured the uplift
ing "storm music" of the oppressed and
revolutionary Black masses, performed
by reggae artists from Jamaica, England
and the U.S. The show opened with
"Breaking Down the Barriers" by Sons
of Jah and "The Revolutionary Step"
("the dance you'll never forget ") by
Pablo Moses. Throughout this delightful
hour, and woven between the songs and
poetically linked to their content, the
D.J. sent her message to the masses and
challenge to the powers that be, "Break
out, Break free" and "They're the vam
pires ... We're no robots." During the
show people called in excitedly to express
their appreciation of the revolutionary
music and to find out more about May
Day, and some said that they were going
to find ways to break out too!
May 1st spilled across the FM airwaves

in Atlanta as well. A DJ at the Georgia
Tech FM radio station, Jamila, whose
"Solidarity Confinement" show before
May Isi focused on punk and new wave
songs of rebellion, called on people to
think about all the songs that night "in
the light of the upcoming holiday." She
topped off her show with a long taped in
terview with the Clash, intercut with
songs from their album, Sandinista. On
the community-supported Radio Free
Georgia station, another DJ — whose
program format is "World Music" —
several times announced the May 1st
march during his April 30 show, which
featured music reflecting the internation
alism of that day. And on the same sta
tion's weekly "Revolution Rock" pro
gram, described as "entertainment for
people who want to change the world,"
DJ Miller Francis built his shows

preceding May 1st around the theme of
the clashing trends of war and revolution,
drawing on a wide array of reggae, punk
and jazz — linked to the challenge of May
1st to break out, break free.

In other developments, a banner was
made which applied the internationalist
content of May 1st to the cultural arena

and challenged people to look at art in
those terms. The banner featured a Ras-
taman rising up with a red sun in the
background, inspired by the album cover
of Bob Marley's last album. Uprising,
and the poem from the call to artists in
the R W. Accompanying the banner was a
statement entitled, "May 1st Internation
alist Greetings to Reggae Rebels of Ja
maica From Rebel Artists of Atlanta.'"
The banner and statement were taken to
places where revolutionary and progres
sive artists congregate: pubs; radio sta
tions, bars, concerts, art schools, a reggae
club, punk and new waye clubs, and so
on, spreading debate over rebel art in ge
neral and reggae music in particular
wherever it went. Eventually destined for
Jamaica, by Saturday May 1st the banner
had 67 signatures on it, including from
dancers, designers, artists, students,
painters, a record company executive,
musicians, actors, DJ's and more than
half the cast and musicians of the San
chez play. With many signatures, a perso
nal comment was added, ranging from
"Oppression is worse than death" (from
the Koran) to "Overthrow Babylon."

This May Day also saw rebel artists do
ing new and creative things to "paint the
town red" on the occasion of May First.
At the video taping of a Los Angeles TV
show called New Wave Theater, the
bands assembled to perform on the show
were quite delighted with the May Day
posters and Internationalist Calls that cir
culated during the taping. A May First
volunteer who was working as sound
woman on the set improvised on the
sound check, transforming the standard
"Testing ... one, two, three ..«" into
"May First, International Workers Day
... Into Your Hands ... Take a Holi

day." When some uptight producer of
fered her $10 to stop this, she took the
money, didn't stop, and made a fine do
nation to the R W. (A bit of creative fun-
draising, eh what?) On Dami^n Garcia
Day, in the spirit of "stepping out and
making history like Dami^n did," one
rebel punk hung a red banner from a high
balcony of the San Francisco Art Mu
seum that read "May Day/ Dami^n Ret
rospective." Looking like a banner an
nouncing a show inside, it stayed up for
most of the day. And right in the middle
of the gala preparations for the resurrect-
ed-from-the-dead "Black and White

Ball" — a most flagrant flaunting of
bourgeois culture and wealth held in San
Francisco — one youth decorated one of
their most precious new music halls with
"May Day In Your Face" at the en
trance, and as of last week they have not
been successful in totally erasing it.

Such were a number of the highlights
of the unabashed rebellious political acti
vity in the arts. Further reports are pub
lished in this week's correspondence, and
readers are encouraged to continue to
report on all the sights and sounds of May
1st, in the spirit of keeping no May 1st se
crets from the international proletariat
and its allies. □
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Ceylon Coinmunist Party

Frankfurt, West Germany
May I, Frankfurt, W. Germany.

Respectable leaders of the W. German
labor movement, perched safely on a
balcony 30 feet above Paul Kirsche
Square, were having their regular May
Day rally. Their security was effective;
nobody could enter the locked building
from which they spoke and turn their
mikes against them this year, as was the
case in other cities last year. But the scene
down on the ground was not theirs. Over
half of the 5-10,000 people gathered there
were immigrants, mainly from Turkey,
as well as some. from Afghanistan,
Eritrea, and other places, joined by wide
ly (and wildly) varied clumps of youth
and people from the various social

; movements in W. Germany^ The pro-
imperialist blather from above fell down
like some nasty but barely noticeable mist

on banners and booktables, leaflets and
newspapers, as everywhere people were
talking and arguing about "citizens' in
itiatives," national liberation, Startbahn
West (the U.S. military's "Gateway to
Europe" airport), nukes, prospects of
war and revolution and a myriad of other
things.
From around the corner poured a col

umn of 200 or so reactionaries screaming,
"Foreigners Out—Germany for Ger
mans." This mob, a bit less polished and
vague in their support for W. German im
perialism than the Social Democrats who
after all are burdened with the actual
responsibility of running the government
at the moment, was made up mainly of
soccer fans, with a few notorious neo-
Nazis among them and some Grey
Wolves (Turkish reactionaries) lurking in

We have good news about the success
of the May Day rally and demonstration
held in Colombo on May 1st.

This year's main May Day demonstra
tion and rally were organised by a group
of the main anti-government parties, in
cluding our Party, which got together for
that purpose. It was not a united front
with a common programme but an ad
hoc committee for rousing the people in
to action against the government on day-
to-day issues.
The parties that got together for this

year's May Day celebrations were: the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) of Mrs.
Bandaranaike (former Premier), the
Lanka Samasamaja Party (LSSP) —
social democratic/trotskyite, our Ceylon
Communist Party, and two other left
groups. The pro-Soviet revisionist party
and the main Trotskyist party refused the
invitation for a joint rally.

This year's demonstration and rally
were the biggest that Sri Lanka had ever
seen. It took 4-1/2 hours for the demon

stration to pass the platform. Despite all
the obstacles placed on our path by the
government, it was a huge success. Of

course, the overwhelming Section of the
demonstration was that organised by the
SLFP. The parliamentary elections are
expected next y^ and this was a kind of
dress rehearsal and a show of strength.
Yet, it was a unique phenomenon that so
many thousands of people of all ages
(over 50, 60 and even 70) — not just
youth — and of all classes marched in a
demonstration for 4-1/2 hours, side by
side with communists and with a commu
nist leader as one of the leaders leading
the demonstration in front. The slogans
were all anti-government. Some were
quite revolutionary. One float by an
SLFP branch was an armoured car ̂ uilt
around a jeep) with a man peeping out of
the peep-hole with a machine gun in his
hand.

Our Party's demonstration was headed
by the Party banner and a more-than-life
size picture of Mao. Pictures of Chiang
Ching were also carried. Hoisted promi
nently in the front was a huge banner
which read: "Oppose U.S. Imperialism
and Soviet Social Imperialism who are
dragging humanity to a third world
war!"

the background. They had been
shepherded from the train station for
nearly a mile by the police. They made
straight for the workers from Turkey,
ripping down their revolutionary banners
and throwing punches. Meanwhile, the
Social Democrats tried to restrain the
crowd both through pleas (in Turkish, of
course) and their own goons. The ques
tion of proletarian internationalism
which had been the theme of the ATIF
contingent (Federation of Workers from
Turkey) and the center of much discus
sion had become a question for action. In
a way it was a civil war in miniature: the
nation vs. the revolution.
At first there was confusion. Then ban

ners came down and the sound of crack
ing wood filled the air as banner poles
joined the class struggle in another form.

Workers from Turkey, Iranians,
German-born youth and others and peo
ple from a dozen countries gave the reac
tionaries a few licks of the future and sent
them scurrying back behind police pro
tection. .
With banners gone but fists held high,

the chant "Hoch die Internationale
Solidaritat!" (Long live international
solidarity) filled the square.
The youth in the last picture is wearing

a kafir (symbol of the Palestinian strug
gle) and above the anarchist symbol has
written across his jacket: "We Are the
Turks of Tomorrow." He explained,
"The Turks are getting fucked over and
we the young people who are not for this
system, we're catching the same thing."
This tomorrow of his has thrown real fear
into the hearts of the authorities. □
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Other slogans were:
Expose bourgeois parliamentary de

mocracy!
Choose the path of revolution!
Unite, under a revolutionary leader

ship, all the forces opposed to the UNP
(governing party)!

Reinstate all workers dismissed during
the July 1980 general strike!
Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Mao

Tsetung Thought!
Of course, there was a contradiction

between the slogans of the SLFP and our
slogans. While the SLFP staged the de
monstration with the cry: We will come
back in 1983; we called for the rejection
of the parliamentary path.
This unity is temporary but it gave us a

chance to reach thousands upon thou
sands whom we could not have reached

otherwise. I have already sent you our
May Day call which was printed as the
lead story in our May Day issue of our
paper. Our article which appeared in the
second issue of "A World To Win" was
published in a pamphlet form in Sinha
lese and sold at the rally.

Organisationally, we were no match
for the SLFP. We were nowhere near.

Neither were the other left groups. But
our participation gave us a platform and
a national status which we could not have
obtained otherwise. But this is temporary
— till the elections are announced. But,
there is a real possibility that the next elec
tions would not be free and democratic —
even in the bourgeois sense. We have
reached a critical stage in Sri Lanka where
the compradore bourgeoisie sees no fur
ther use in elections and fears them.
Then, the ball would be back in our
court.

I am enclosing a precis of my speech at
the rally, which was presided over by Mrs.
Bandaranaike. As you will note, we did
not compromise on principles nor sacri
fice our initiative. We are obviously walk
ing a tight rope. But we are trying, to the
best of our ability to put into practice
Mao's teaching: fS4ake use of contradic
tions (among the enemy), isolate the few,
win over the many, and destroy your
enemies, one by one.
We will not take part in the coming

elections nor support anyone else.

N. Sanmugathasan
5/5/82

Chile
The U.S.-backed generals in Chile al

most seem to have borrowed a page from
the revisionist countries in their efforts to
co-opt May Day into a festival of oppres
sion by blending economism and terror.
It was a day dedicated to the "interests"
of the workers, explicitly forbidding, of
course, any expression of their interests in
overthrowing the imperialist flunkies
who run Chile. They called it "Labor
Day," but it might as well have been
Pinochet Day, filled as it was with scenes
of the junta-head pinning medals on
"model workers" in a big public
ceremony, visiting sick workers in a
hospital, addressing a hall stuffed with
3000 police-picked union leaders to an
nounce the suspension of layoffs in the
public sector so as to combat rapidly
spreading unemployment, etc. The of
ficial spirit of the day was best ex
emplified by the junta's outstanding
"labor leader" Guillermo Medina who,
speaking "in the name of the workers,"
asked the government to loosen some
controls on unions while at the same time
declaring, "In our country we shall never
again allow the return of Marxism."

In the face of such grotesque ̂ ogance
and despite the especially massive police

Union
de Lucha
Marxista-
Leiinista
Dear Comrades,
As we did last year, we are sending you

a short report on what happened on May
Day in the Spanish state.
Also enclosed are some pictures of the

violent confrontations between 3000

demonstrators and the police in Iruflea
(Pamplona), which reached the level of
hand to hand combat. The same happen
ed in Donostia (San Sebastian). Both
cities are located in Euskadi, a nation op
pressed by the Spanish state and in that
area national oppression is a powerful
mobilizer of the masses.

But the most important feature of this
May Day has been the persistent apathy
of the mass movement. According to the
daily Egin [(identified with the Herri
Batasuna coalition, whose politics coin
cide with the ETA (a Basque nationalist
organization — RW),] the number of
demonstrators in southern Euskadi (the
part of that nation controlled by the
Spanish state) has fallen from 110,000 in
1978 to 17,(KX) this year. And in the rest
of the Spanish state there were less
demonstrators in 1982 than last year.
That, we point out, has a very positive

aspect. Because what is ebbing is a mass
movement controlled by the revisionism
and reformism of the PCE and the PSOE

(Communist Party and Socialist Party —
RW), together with the groups of the
revisionist' 'far left.'' The new conditions

of the class struggle are opening up a very
deep gap between opportunism and the
masses. Right now, the latter, not
understanding the situation due to the
absence of a Marxist-Leninist party, are
becoming inactive and confused, but
given that all the conflicts typical of
monopoly capital continue to worsen,
sooner or later they will become active
once again, in a new situation not con
trolled by the opportunists, but probably
against them; and then we Marxist-
Leninists here will have a new opportuni
ty to play an important role for which we
have to be preparing ourselves now in the
spheres of politics, ideology and
organization. Things advance towards
the seizure of power through the ebbs and
flows of the movement and Leninism

teaches us to know how to use them both
to bring us closer to the final objective.
Thus it falls on us to know how to work in
an ebb period.

That's all we have to say for now. We
are preparing a more extensive analysis of
the significance of May Day, which of
course we will send to you.

We have followed with interest your ef
forts to make May Day a day of struggle
in the USA and you have our complete
support.

With greetings:
Unidn de Lucha Marxista-Leninista

Madrid, Spain

Siimar workers take to the streets.

and army presence which backed it up,
still relatively widespread disorders broke
out on May 1. According to reports in the
reactionary Santiago daily El Mercuric,
workers from the Sumar textile plant, a
well known political hotspot until the
U.S.-backed 1973 coup, held a more or
less legal indoor meeting in a Santiago
union hall, then poured into the streets.

where illegal leaflets blossomed. Ignoring
a police order to disperse, they marched
up Vicufta Mackenna Avenue shouting
slogans and, according to El Mercuric,
repeatedly attacked police with barrages
of rocks. Unfortunately, El Mercuric did
not disclose the contents of the leaflets or
the slogans. About 100 people were
reportedly arrested in various clashes

with authorities. In the nearby seacoast
city of Vifla del Mar, illegal leaflets and
leafleters also appeared on the streets and
a bridge was set ablaze, perhaps to
distract police. Clashes and several ap
parently significant street demonstra
tions against the junta also reportedly
took place in the southern city of Concep-
ci6n. ^
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A Calif)r a Deba

Sociam pocial I lalist?

World events pose profound questions about the Soviet Union
ever more forcefully — questions that are being intensely
debated and must be answered by all those seeking to
understand and influence world politics, by all those striving
to understand the prospects for and take up the tasks of
revolution in today's (and tomorrow's) world.

In the spirit of taking responsibility for the future, the RCP
calls on foreign students, professors, immigrant workers,
feminists, revolutionary youth, activists from the diverse social
movements, artists and class-conscious proletarians — on ail
those who see the importance and the urgency of these
questions — to organize for and participate in a
CONFERENCE AND DEBATE ON THE NATURE AND ROLE OF
THE SOVIET UNION to be held this Fall, in New York City.

In recent years rich experience has been accumulated, new
research has been done, some have changed their position,
others have deepened their original analysis. Overall, there is
an upsurge of interest, great controversy and much new
thinking. This event must aim at concentrating all this, with
the presentation of diverse views and an opportunity to thrash
these things out to achieve greater clarity. We envision
workshops, with panels presenting opposing positions, and a
more formal debate aimed at the sharpest confrontation be
tween the view that the Soviet Union today is socialist, versus
the analysis that capitalism has been restored.

Such an undertaking will require an enormous and all-sided
effort to realize the broadest possible participation and
support. The RCP is calling upon individuals and organizations
to come forward with suggestions and ideas for this
conference and debate and to take part in its actual
organization.
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What Is
Intemationalism?
Continued from page 4
plunder, and my duty as a repcesentative of the revolution
ary proletariat is to prepare for the world proletarian revolu
tion as the only escape from the horrors of a world war.
I. must argue, not from the point of view of 'my' country
(for that is the argument of a wretched, stupid, petty-bour
geois nationalist who does not realize that he is only a play
thing in the hands of the imperialist bourgeoisie), but from
the point of view of trry share in the preparation, in the prop
aganda, and in the acceleration of the world proletarian
revolution."

That is what internationalism means, and that is the duty
of the internationalist, of the revolutionary worker, of the
genuine Socialist. That is the ABC that Kautsky the ren
egade has "forgotten." And his apostasy becomes still more
obvious when he passes from approving the tactics of the
petty-bourgeois nationalists (the Mensheviks in Russia, the
Longuetites in France, the Turatis in Italy, and Haascs and
Co. in Germany), to criticizing the Bolshevik tactics. Here
is his criticism;

"The Bolshevik revolution was based on the assumption that it would
become the starting point of a general European revolution, that the bold
initiative ol Russia would prompt the piolctariau of all Europe to rise..

"On this assumption it was, of course, immaterial what forms the
Russian separate peace would take, what hardships and territorial losses
(Ucerally: mutilation or maiming, Vcrstummclungcn) it would cause the
Russian people, and what interpretation of the self-determination of nations
it would give. At that time it was also Immaterial whether Russia w.ts
able to defend herself or not. According to this view, the European revolu
tion would be the best protection of the Russian revolution, and would
bring complete and genuine self-determination to all the peoples inhabiting
the former Russian territory.

"A revolution in Europe, which would establish and consolidate So
cialism there, would .also become the means of removing the obstacles
that would arise in Russia in the way of the introduction or the socialist
system of production owing to the economic backwardness of the country.

"AH this was very logical and very sound — only if the main assump
tion were granted, viz., diat the Russian revolution would infallibly let
loose a European revolution. But what if that did not happen?

"So far the auucnption has not been {ustified. And the proletarians of
Europe are now being accused of having abandoned and betrayed the
Russian revolution. This is an accusation levelled against unknown
persons, for who is to be held responsible foe the behaviour of the
European proletariat?" (P. 28.)

And Kautsky then goes on to explain at great length that
Marx, Eogels and Bebel were more than once mistaken
about the advent of revolutions they had anticipated, but
that they never based their tactics on the expectation of a
revolution at a "definite date" (p. 29), whereas, he says, the
Bolsheviks "staked everything on one card, on a general
European revolution."

We have deliberately quoted this Jong passage in order to
demonstrate to our readers with what "agility" Kautsky
count^feits Marxism by palming off his banal and reaction
ary philistine view in its stead.

First, to ascribe to an opponent an obviously stupid idea
and then to refute it is a trick that is practised by none too
clever people. If the Bolsheviks had based their tactics on
the expectation of a revolution in other countries by a
definite date that would have been an undeniable stupidity.
But the Bolshevik Party has never been guilty of such stu
pidity. In my letter to the American workers (August 20,
19:8), I expressly disown this foolish idea by saying that we
count on an American revolution, but not by any definite
date. I dwelt at length upon the very same idea more than
once in my controversy with the Left Socialist-Revolution
aries and the "Left Communists" (January-March 1918).
Kautsky has committed a slight . . . just a very slight for
gery, on which he in fact based his criticism of Bolshevism.
Kautsky has confused tactics based on the expectation of a
European revolution in the more or less near future, but not
at a definite date, with taaics based on the expectation of a
European revolution at a definite date. A slight, just a

"very slight forgery!
The last-named tactics are foolish. The first-named are

obligatory for a Marxist, for every revolutionary proletarian
and internationalist; — because they alone take
into account in a proper Marxian way the objective situation
brought about by the war in all European countries, and
they alone conform to the international tasks of the prole
tariat.

By substituting the petty question about an error which the
Bolshevik revolutionaries might have made, but did not, for
the important question of the foundations of revolutionary
tactics in general, Kautsky adroitly abjures all revolutionary
tactics I

A renegade in politics, he is unable even to present the
question of the objective prerequisites of revolutionary tactics
theoretically.

And this brings us to the second point.
Secondly, it is obligatory for a Marxist to count on a Euro

pean revolution If a revolutionary situation exists. It is the
ABC of Marxism that the tactics of the socialist proletariat
cannot be the same both when there is a revolutionary situa
tion and when there is no revolutionary situation.

If Kautsky had put this question, which is obligatory for
a Marxist, he would have seen that the answer was abso
lutely against him. Long before the war, all Marxists, all
Socialists, were agreed that a European war would create a
revolutionary situation. Kautsky himself, before he became
a renegade, clearly and definitely recognized this —In 1902
(in his Social Revolution) and in 1909 (in his Road to Power).
It was also admitted in the name of the entire Second Inter
national in the Basle Manifesto; it is not without reason that
the social-chauvinists and Kautskyites (the "Centrists." i.e.,
those who waver between the revolutionaries and the oppor
tunists) of all countries shun like the plague the declara
tions of the Basle Manifesto on this score!

Hence, the expectation of a revolutionary situation in
Europe was not an infatuation of the Bolsheviks, but the
general opinion of all Marxists. When Kautsky tries to es
cape from this indisputable truth with the help of such

phrases as that the Bolsheviks "always believed in the omni
potence of violence and will," he simply utters a sonorous
and empty phrase to cover up his fl ight, a shameful fl ight,
from putting the question of a revolutionary situation.

To proceed. Has a revolutionary situation actually come
or not? Kautsky proved unable to put this question either.
The economic facts provide an answer: the famine and ruin
created everywhere by the war imply a revolutionary situa
tion. The political facts also provide an answer: ever since
191} a splitting process is clearly to be observed in all coun
tries within the old and decayed socialist patties, a process
of departure of the masses of the proletariat from the social-
chauvinist leaders to the Left, to revolutionary ideas and
sentiments, to revolutionary leaders.

Only a person who dreads revolution and betrays It could
have failed to see these facts on August j, 1918, when Kautsky
was writing his pamphlet. And now, at the end of October
1918, the revolution is growing in a number of European
countries, and growing under everybody's eyes and very rap
idly at that. Kautsky the "revolutionary," who still wants
to be regarded as a Marxist, has proved to be a shortsighted
philistine, who, like those philistines of 1847 whom Marx
ridiculed, failed to see the approaching revolution!!

And now we come to the third point.
Thirdly, what should be the specific features of revolu

tionary tactics when there is a revolutionary situation In
Europe? Having become a renegade, Kautsky feared to put
this question, which is obligatory for a Marxist. Kautsky
argues like a typical philistine petty bourgeois, or like an
ignorant peasant: has a "general European revolution"
begun or not? If it has, then be too is prepared to become
a revolutionary! But then, let us observe, every blackguard
(like the scoundrels who now sometimes attach themselves to
the victorious Bolsheviks) would proclaim himself a revolu
tionary!

If it has not, then Kautsky will turn his back on revolution!
Kautsky does not display a shadow of an understanding of
the truth that a revolutionary Marxist differs from the ordi
nary philistine and petty bourgeois by his ability to preach to
the uneducated masses that the maturing revolution is neces
sary, to prove that It is inevitable, to explain its benefits to
the f>cople, and to prepare the proletariat and all the toiling
and exploited masses for it.

Kautsky ascribed to the Bolsheviks an absurdity, namely,
that they had staked everything on one card, on a European
revolution breaking out at a definite date. This absurdity
has turned against Kautsky himself, because the logical con
clusion of his argument precisely is that the tactics of the
Bolsheviks would have been correct if a European revolution
had broken out by August j, 1918! That is the date Kautsky
mentions as the time he wrote his pamphlet. And when, a
few weeks after this August j, it became clear that revolution
was coming in a number of European countries, the whole
apostasy of Kautsky, his whole falsification of Marxism, and
his utter inability to reason or even to present questions in a
revolutionary manner, became revealed in all their charm!

When the proletarians of Europe are accused of treachery,
Kautsky writes, it Is an accusation levelled at unknown
persons.

You are mistaken, Mr. Kautsky! Look in the mirror and
you will see those "unknown persons" against whom this
accusation is levelled. Kautsky assumes an ait of naivete
and pretends not to understand who levelled the accusation,
and its meaning. In reality, however, Kautsky knows per
fectly well that the accusation has been and Is being levelled
by the German "Lefts," by the Spartacists, by Licbknecht
and his friends. This accusation expresses a clear apprecia
tion of the fact that the German proletariat betrayed the
Russian (and international) revolution when it strangled
Finland, the Ukraine, Latvia, and Estonia. This accusation is
levelled primarily and above all, not against the masses,
who are always downtrodden, but against those leaders who,
like the Scheidemanns and the Kautskys, failed In their duty
to'carry on'revolutionary agitation, revolutionary propaganda,
revolutionary work among the masses to overcome their
inertness, who in fact worked against the revolutionary in
stincts and aspitations which are always aglow deep down
among the masses of the oppressed class. The Scheidemanns
bluntly, crudely, cynically, and in most cases for selfish mo
tives betrayed the proletariat and deserted to the bourgeoisie.
The Kautskyites and the Longuetites did the same thing,
only hesitatingly and haltingly, and casting cowardly side-
glances at those who were stronger at the moment. In all
his writings during the war Kautsky tried to exlinguisb the
revolutionary spirit, instead of fostering and fanning it.

The fact that Kautsky does not even understand the enor
mous theoretical importance, and the even greater agitational
and propaganda importance, of the "accusation" that the
proletarians of Europe have betrayed the Russian revolution
will remain a veritable historical monument to the philistine
stupidity of the "average" leader of German official Social-
Democracy! Kautsky does not understand that, owing to the
censorship prevailing in the German "Empire," this "accusa
tion" is perhaps the only form In which the German Socialists
who have not betrayed Socialism —Liebknecht and his
friends-can express their appeal to the German voorkers
to throw off the Scheidemanns and the Kautskys, to push
aside such "leaders," to free themselves from their stultify
ing and debasing propaganda, to rise in revolt in spite of
them, without them, and march over their beads towards
revolution]

Kautsky docs not understand this. And how could he
understand the tactics of the Bolsheviks? Can a man who
renounces revolution in general be expected to weigh arid
appraise the conditions of the development of revolution in
one of the most "difficult" cases?

The Bolsheviks' tactics were correct; they were the only
internationalist tactics, because they were based, not on the
cowardly fear of a world revolution, not on a philistine "lack
of faith" in it, not on the narrow nationalist desire to protect
one's "own" fatherland (the fatherland of one's own bour
geoisie), while not "caring a hang" about all the rest, but on
a correct (and, before the war and before the apostasy of the
social-chauvinists and social-pacifists, a universally admitted)
estimation of the revolutionary situation in Europe. These
tactics were the only internationalist tactics, because they did'
the utmost possible in one country for the development, sup
port and awakening of the revolution in all countries. These
tactics have been justified by their enormous success, for Bol
shevism (not by any means because of the merits of the Rus
sian Bolsheviks, but because of the most profound sympathy
of the masses everywhere for tactics that are revolutionary in
practice) has become world Bolshevism, has produced an
idea, a theory, a program and.tactics, which differ concretely
and in practice from those of social-chauvinism and social-
pacifism. Bolshevism has given 'a coup de grace to the old,
decayed International of the Scheidemanns and Kautskys,
Renaudels and Longuets, Hendersons and MacDonalds, who
henceforth will be treading on each other's heels, dreaming
about "unity" and trying to revive a corpse. Bolshevism has
created the ideological and tactical foundations of a Third
International, of a really proletarian and Communist In
ternational, which will take into consideration both the gains
of the epoch of peace and the experience of the epoch pf
revolutions, which has begun,

Bolshevism has popularized throughout the world the
idea of the "dictatorship of the proletariat," has translated
these words from the Latin, first Into Russian, and then Into
all the languages of the world, and has shown by the exam
ple of the Soviet power that the workers and poor peasants,
even of a backward country, even with the least experience,
education and habits of organization, have been able for a
whole year, amidst gigantic difficulties and amidst a struggle
against the exploiters (who were supported by the bour
geoisie of the whole world) to maintain the power of the
toilers, to aeate a democracy that is immeasurably higher
and broader than all previous democracies in the world,
and to start the creative work of tens of millions of workers
and peasants for the practical achievement of Socialism.

Bolshevism has actually helped to develop the proletarian
revolution in Europe and America more powerfully than
any party in any other country has so far succeeded in doing.
While the workers of the whole world are realizing more
and more clearly every day that the tactics of the Scheide
manns and Kautskys have not delivered them from the im
perialist war and from wage-slavery to the imperialist bour
geoisie, and that these tactics cannot serve as a model for
all countries, the masses of the proletarians of all countries
are realizing mote and more clearly every day that Bolshe
vism has indicated the right road of escape from the horrors
of war and imperialism, that Bolshevism can serve as a model
of tactics for all.

Not only the general European, but the world proletarian
revolution is maturing before the eyes of all, and it has been
assisted, accelerated and supported by the victory of the
proletariat in Russia. All this is not enough for the com
plete victory of Socialism, you say? Of course it is not
enough. One country alone cannot do more. But this one
country, thanks to the Soviet power, has done so much that
even if the Soviet power in Russia were to be crushed by
world imperialism tomorrow, as a result, let us say, of an
agreement between German and Anglo-French imperial
ism—even granted that very worst possibility — it would
still be found that Bolshevik tactics have brought enormous
benefit to Socialism and have assisted the growth of the in
vincible world revolution.

Footnotes

1 . Mensheviks: Russian social democrats with a long history of op
position to Lenin and the Bolsheviks. In 1917 they supported the
consolidation of power by the bourgeoisie after the overthrow of
the Tsarist government in February.

2 . Zimmerwald Conference: See below, note 4.
3 . Kercnsky: Head of the bourgeois government that came to power

with the overthrow of the Tsar.
4 . Left Zimmerwaldians: The Zimmerwald l^ft Group formed by

Lenin at the First Conference of [nternaiionallsts. held September
1915 at Zimmerwald in Switzerland. Lenin called this conference
"the first step" in the development of an international movement
against the war. There were several tendencies within the con
ference, and the same was true even among the Zimmerwald Left
Group, which contained some Inconsistent internationalists. For
criticism of their mistakes see Lenin's articles "The Junius Pam
phlet" and "The Discussion on Self Determination Summed Up"
(Collected Works, Vol. 22). For more on the conference and the
Left Zimmerwaldians. see "Lenin's Struggle Against Interna
tional Opportunism: 1914-1917," Revolution, Vol. 4, No. 10-11
{October/November 1979).

5 . The Basic Manifesto on war was adopted at the Extraordinary
Congress of the Second International held in Basle in 1912. For
more on the manifesto see Lenin's writings "The Collapse of the
Second International" and "Socialism and War." Collected
Works, Vol. 21.

6. Kornilov; Arch-reactionary WWI Russian general who led an at
tempt by the army to smash the Soviets and the Bolsheviks in
August 1917,

7. "Introduction" to Marx's "The Civil War in France, Karl Marx
and Frederick Engcis, Selected Works (Moscow. 1951), Vol. 1,
pp. 430-31. , , . ,

8. See Marx. "The Civil War in France." Karl Marx and Frederick
Engcis, Selected Works (Moscow, 1951), Vol. 1. p. 470.
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future. This crisis compelled firm action
by Britain, the closest ally of the U.S. in
Europe, to avoid an open demonstration
of weakness to the world and further

humiliation and erosion of the already
decayed British empire. The other
Western European countries were com
pelled to stand behind Britain and take
economic sanctions against Argentina.
All the Western European imperialist
governments from the socialist Mitierand
and Helmut Schmidt to "tiny neutral"
Switzerland issued appropriately
chauvinist and rabidly imperialist con
demnation of "the fascist Argentine
regime.'' Japan joined as well. This most
certainly warmed the tender and
peaceloving hearts of the U.S. im
perialists as did the eventual ship sinking,
bombing and strafing. And once Britain
had made its move the U.S. showed its

appreciation by declaring itself officially
on the side of its closest ally.

Crisis in Argentina
Sparks Move on Malvinas

It was with these worldwide considera

tions in mind, which had everything to do
with the Western bloc vs. the Eastern

bloc, that the U.S. went along with the
Argentinian move on the Falklands. This
is not to say that they planned the whole
thing in advance and told their puppet
regime to go do it. It was more a situation
that presented itself to the U.S. And what
immediately touched off the crisis seems
to be the rapidly worsening economic and
political crisis inside Argentina itself.
Argentina is an extremely important part
of the U.S. bloc strategy for Latin Ameri
ca. It has tremendous economic, political
and military significance. It is also ex
tremely unstable internally and there is
important Soviet influence in the coun
try. In fact the Galtieri regime, which was
installed through a bloodless coup with
the open support and best wishes of
Washington, replaced the beleaguered
Viola regime in which the Soviet Union
had significant influence.
Among Galtieri's first acts were the ap

pointment of the openly pro-U.S. Costa-
Mendez as foreign minister, the appoint
ment as interior minister of the general
who had publicly offered to send Argen
tine troops to Central America, and the
dispatch of the Chief of Argentine
Military Intelligence as ambassador to
Panama to beef up cooperation with U.S.
moves against Nicaragua. The U.S.
responded by sending three U.S. senators
to Buenos Aires in January of this year,
including Reagan's man on Capitol Hill,
Senator Paul Laxalt.

Considerable effort has been put into
strengthening relations with the Galtieri
regime and propping it up by the U.S.,
though there has been substantial dis
agreement within the U.S. ruling class
over this. From its inception the regime
has been on shaky ground, as had its
predecessor. A brief sketch of the under
lying economic and political situation in
Argentina reveals why. Due directly to
the imperialist domination of Argentina
by the U.S. and other U.S. bloc countries
since World War 2, Argentina has been
turned from being potentially one of the
most developed capitalist countries in the
world to a country in economic shambles
whose main role is to supply meat and
grain to the imperialist countries, in
cluding the Soviet Union, its main buyer
of grain. Inhabited almost entirely by the
descendants of European settlers, the
country is the most industrialized in all of
Latin America with abundant natural
resources. In 1931 it was the eighth richest
country in the world (in terms of per
capita income) — richer than Canada and
New Zealand, for example. But U.S. im
perialism had its plans for what role it
would play in the post-World War 2 era.
Argentina was systematically plundered
and its economy distorted to fit im
perialism's overall interests. By 1961
Argentina was 27th in the rankings and
by 1980 it had fallen to 65th place.
During the entire 1971-1981 decade,

the Argentinian economy grew by only
16®7o (1.5% per year) as compared to
65% for the entire Latin American re
gion. During the nine months ending De
cember 1981 the real Gross National Pro
duct declined by 5% and industrial out
put fell by 14%. Unemployment is at

Maggie Thatcher takes a ride.

least 15% and the current inflation rate is

around 150% per year — the highest in
the world. Inflation has been rampant for
years. In 1955 the Argentinian peso stood
at 5 to the dollar. Today the exchange
rate is over 11,000 pesos to the dollar,
with the Argentine Central Bank now
printing $ 1 million peso notes. The coun
try today has a foreign debt of at least $34
billion, more than Poland, for example.
In Latin America, only Brazil and Mex
ico have bigger debts, and because of the
short-term nature of the loans, Argentina
must borrow another $7.6 billion this
year to meet payments on previous loans.
It has the worst debt service ratio in Latin

America, with loan payments totaling
67% of its total export income. Nearly
60% of the country's workforce is
employed by the government, which pays
50% of all the wages in the country, while
the government deficit is currently run
ning at a staggering 3,CX)0,(XX),000,000
pesos per month, or the equivalent of 8%
of the country's GNP. Wages for those
employed by this public sector are frozen.
Add to this economic disaster an open

ly pro-U.S. military dictatorship which
operates in the classic fascist style, and it
is easy to see the tremendous underlying
political instability in Argentina. A wide
range of opposition parties, including
pro-Soviet forces, are moving to chal
lenge the Galtieri regime. In fact, im
mediately prior to the taking of the
Malvinas the regime was hit by large-scale
anti-government marches, even though
such demonstrations are illegal and can
get one shot on the spot. On Tuesday,
March 30, tens of thousands swelled anti-
government demonstrations led by op
position parties. On that day alone over
2,000 were arrested and several killed as
police opened fire on demonstrators. A
general strike was called for April 7.

It was certainly becoming clear that
Galtieri's days were numbered, and pres
sures were building from all sides. In the
face of the escalating turmoil, a number
of powerful generals began pushing for a
move on the Falklands in order to head
off a possible direct challenge to their
rule. Summing this situation up the U.S.
undoubtedly figured that given all the
potential risks of an Argentine-British
conflict, a move on the islands might
either buy some time for Galtieri or
strengthen the kind of pro-U.S. forces
that would be acceptable to replace him.
In any case they had nothing to lose in the
short term since Galtieri was on his way
out anyway. Certainly in light of the
potential benefits of displaying Western-
bloc unity to the Soviet bloc and the rest
of the world, the move had great poten
tial from their point of view. As to the
risks — well, as many of their spokesmen
are very fond of pointing out these days,
no advances are possible without taking
heightened risks, and at stake is their very
existence as top-dog imperialist of the
world.

Good Things Begin To Turn
Into Their Opposites

The immediate effects on the internal
situation in Argentina were good for the
regime, though clearly the reprieve would
not last long. The April 7 general strike
was canceled. All the bourgeois opposi
tion parties, including the revisionist

Communist Party, were forced to back
off, hailing the "liberation of the Malvi
nas" and modestly suggesting that they
could prosecute the war effort even better
than the junta if only given the chance.
As the British fleet set sail the U.S. bask

ed in its role as a "neutral party" and
privately gloated over the advantages it
was getting out of the whole affair. As to
the dangers and risks, that would become
a sharper question as things developed. In
order to get the maximum out of the
whole deal in regard to both Western
Europe and Argentina, the U.S. had to
let the thing unfold and take its course for
a while. The Soviets stood on the sidelines

offering military support to Argentina if
it requested it and wishing that it was they
who were in the kind of position the U.S.
was in in this situation. It kept a low pro
file so as not to get into any unnecessary
conflicts with Western European coun
tries.

By adopting the stance of "honest
broker" the U.S. sought to position itself
so as to have the maximum leverage over
the terms of the outcome. While it did

hope that it could quickly engineer a set
tlement that would include an end to the
immediate hostilities and a tripartite run
ning of the islands with the U.S. as part of
it, the U.S. did not mind letting things
develop. Even some bloodshed would be
fine, necessary, even inevitable. It was
with the breakdown of negotations and
the U.S. "coming off the fence" in sup
port of Britain that a new and more tense
phase in the crisis began. This move in
dicated both a necessary gesture to com
plete the manifesto of bloc unity and in
creased pressure on Argentina to come to
some kind of settlement with England. In
declaring its support for Britain, how
ever, the U.S. was hardly burning its
bridges to Argentina. In fact its announc
ed economic sanctions were admittedly
very mild, and its aid to Britain little more
than it was already providing. But as the
days passed and a carefully escalating
British assault on the Falklands unfold
ed, the situation for the U.S. and its allies
became more complex and more fraught
with very real dangers. None of the par
ties involved were simply free to do
whatever they wanted. Should Argentina
end up humiliated by the affair, not only
could Galtieri fall but things could
become unstable enough that the U.S.
would find itself in deep trouble there,
sending ripples throughout Latin
America as well. Should Britain end up
humiliated it would be a severe blow to
the Western European alliance which is
already wracked with troubles. Should
the whole thing drag on too long there
would be disaster on both sides of the
Atlantic.

It is because of all this that so far great
efforts have been made to keep develop
ments within definite bounds, with mili
tary moves on both sides being kept
within certain limits (though this cannot
go on for ever and things are escalating),
and with constant attempts at reaching a
diplomatic settlement. But unfortunately
for the U.S. and its allies, a certain pro
cess has been set into motion which in
volves real contradictions within its own
bloc. What began as a real potential boon
may yet turn into its opposite. Already
cracks are developing in the Western Eu-

The following letter to the editor ap
peared in the May 9 issue of the British
newspaper The Manchester Guardian
Weekly. Clearly, the chauvinist deluge by
the British ruling class is not having the
intended effect on many in Britain.

^Rejoice'—at war?

During the announcement on televi
sion of the recapture of South Georgia,
my flesh crawled as I watched the Prime
Minister's look of triumph, and hear her
directive/'rejoice!" A war is begun, with
all that is likely to entail in loss of life and
limb; shattering of homes.and hopes; ac
cumulating misery, pain and despair, yet
we are being urged to rejoice. The British
flag is flying. God save the Queen!

Until now I have been proud to be
British, but today, at the age of 65,1 can
see with crystal clarity how distorting,
dehumanising, and destructive such pride
can be. I renounce it forthwith.

Margaret Dean,
Beckenham, Kent.

ropean show of unity. West Germany,
France, Denmark and Spain have all call
ed for an immediate ceasefire and ex

pressed worries about the situation. Ire
land has even labeled Britain the aggres
sor. In Argentina the opposition to the
junta grows daily, including the potential
for advances by pro-Soviet forces. The
U.S. is already maneuvering to install
some sort of pro-U.S. replacement for
the Galtieri regime. Economically Argen
tina cannot stand much more of the kind

of drain that the war effort is putting on
its economy. On top of that British and
European economic sanctions make it
harder for Argentina to get the money re
quired to pay the $12 billion it owes to
foreign lenders for the remainder of the
year. Should Argentina be unable to pay
its loans or borrow more money to pay
them off and thus be forced to default,
the result could be disastrous to the

already shaky financial system of the
Western bloc. Ironically, Britain, which
is the main country through which loans
to Argentina are syndicated, could be hit
especially severely. The British magazine
The Economist provides this staggering
statistic: "If it (Argentina) defaulted on
its debts, 25% of the capital and reserves
of the nine largest American banks would
be wiped out. And Argentina could
create a domino effect among other poor
southern borrowers, just as Poland could
among communist eastern ones." At this
point Argentina has been able to cover its
obligations, including to Britain, deposit
ing payments in quietly set-up escrow ac
counts in New York, but this could easily
and quickly change. In any case the
potential for disaster is already putting
strains on the U.S. allies and causing wor
ries that could result in widening cracks in
the alliance and thus turning a good thing
for the U.S. into a very bad one. This
could only make the Soviets very happy,
and they have stepped up their condem
nations of Britain.and the U.S. and have
reiterated offers of help to Argentina.
Cuba too has offered its help to the junta
and rushed its ambassador back to Ar
gentina after a year's absence.

It is now the fervent wish of the U.S.
and its allies in Europe as well that this
Falkland affair not be allowed to get too
much out of control. As of this writing
both peace talks and intensifying military
preparations for a British invasion of the
Falklands are proceeding simultaneous
ly. Numerous imperialist mouthpieces
are openly warning of the dangers involv
ed should things get out of hand. Their
warnings, however, are not in themselves
sufficient to solve the very real contradic
tions present in this crisis. If some kind of
settlement cannot be reached fairly soon,
whether before or after further military
action, it will have serious implications
for the U.S. bloc. Clearly the Falklands
crisis is not now nor has it ever been a
joke, and the fact that these obscure is
lands, of all places, should become a
focus of such truly global contradictions
is testimony to just how sharp things are
getting in the world and just how deep
these contradictions are. . □
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Avakian, Silbert demanded higher bail
and special conditions of release for him.
Seventeen, including Chairman Avakian,
were indicted. Within weeks of the
original indictments the charges
mushroomed, felonies were piled on top
of felonies, until the defendants faced 26
felony charges (and one misdemeanor)
and a possible 241 years in jail each. In
November of 1979 the government was
forced to retreat and maneuver in their

attack as mounting opposition to and ex
posure of the frameup forced them to
temporarily drop the charges. The prose
cution immediately filed an appeal, won
it in October 1980 and was upheld by the
Supreme Court.

in August of 1981 the charges against
the defendants were officially reinstated,
only now, in preparation for taking the
railroad through to trial, the case had
been streamlined—charges were dropped
against 6 defendants and the shoddiest of
the felony charges were dropped on the
remaining defendants. *'Only" 18
felonies remained on each. Throughout
the entire attack Bob Avakian had been

singled out as a revolutionary leader and
as the focus of the attack. The govern
ment's streamlining of the case further
sharpened up the focus on Bob
Avakian—although the charges had been
dropped against all of the other defen
dants whom the government had charged
as "aiders and abettors," Bob Avakian,
charged only as an "aider and abettor,"
still remain^ under indictment.
A tremendous amount of pressure was

brought to bear against defendants, in
cluding, but not limited to, the piling on
of multiple lifetimes worth of threatened
jailtime. Telephone calls were made by
police to some former defendants with
the rather obvious aim of getting them to
turn state's witnesses. Epitomizing the
depths to which they sunk in their
pressure tactics is the legal kidnapping of
a child of one of the defendants, Tina
Fishman, and the court's using the fact
that Tina is a defendant to officially back
up their assertion that she is an unfit
parent. But all this has been used to fur
ther expose them. Not one defendant or
former defendant caved in over these
3-1/2 years. Now, the government states
that their settlement offer was prompted
by "administrative changes" in the
prosecutor's office and a reassessment of
the amount of time, energy and resources
it would take to continue the case. Good
joke, fellows.
The settlement offer is an outgrowth of

a basic reassessment by the ruling class
since the reinstatement of the charges.
Confronted with a political defense wag
ed in the battle, the intensifying all-
around revolutionary work of the party
as well as with other political necessities,
undoubtedly including infighting in their
own ranks over how to handle the RCP
and other forces and various interna
tional contradictions, the ruling class has
been forced to sharply measure what they
stood to gain in continuing the attack
against what they would lose in order to
do so.

First and foremost among the develop
ments influencing their reassessment has
been Bob Avakian's demand for political
refugee status in France. In his March
1981 statement about the demand for po
litical refugee status Bob Avakian sharply
stated the reasons for doing so. Pointing
to the history of the government's intensi
fying attacks on himself and the entire
parly, in the legal arena as well as on
many other fronts, including death
threats and the police agent murder of
Dami^n Garcia, and to the well exposed
attacks on other revolutionary fighters
and leaders, ranging from murder to con
stant surveillance and "investigation,"
Chairman Avakian stated: "All these
things, among many more, are clear indi
cations that if I were to remain in the
U.S., and unless I renounced my most
deeply-held principles and abandoned the

Correction

In the article from Kamkaruwa, news
paper of the Ceylon CP, reprinted in last
week's R fF, our editorial note inconectly
identifies J.R. Jayawardene as the Prime
Minister. In fact he is President of Cey
lon.

cause of proletarian revolution and pro
letarian internationalism—which 1 refuse
to do—1 would continue to be the target
of mounting attacks, through the iegal
machinery' and otherwise, by the ruling
class and its armed enforcers and agents,
and 1 would be forced to devote my ef
forts more and more, during such a
decisive period, merely to trying to stay
free of their murderous clutches and
dodge their assassination attempts."
While the demand for political refugee
status involves far more than just the
Mao Defendants' case, it was a move that
dramatically changed the terms of this
battle. Not only did this effectively
remove Bob Avakian, the focus and
lynchpin of the railroad, out of the grasp
of the ruling class in this case, but the bat
tle in support of this demand has
generated quite a bit of exposure of the
imperialists and has focused interna
tional attention on the real nature of im

perialism's democracy. And more, at this
point any attempt by the U.S. to resolve
the difficulty posed by this move by
somehow bringing Chairman Avakian to
trial would most certainly escalate into an
unwanted "international incident" for

both the U.S. and France,

The initial response of the U.S. rulers
to this move was blustering rage as they
moved to sharpen up still further the
focus of their attack on Bob Avakian.

During the Dec. 18th, 1981 hearing in the
case, Judge Ugast openly threatened to
"order Bob Avakian to appear" in court
and proceeded to float out the idea of
somehow pushing the railroad ahead by
attempting to separate Bob Avakian off
from the other defendants. This was

quickly followed by the prosecution's de
mand that ail of the defendants be

ordered to appear in court at the earliest
possible date and a subsequent court
order demanding that the defendants per
sonally appear in court on June 4th.
However, even as they sharpened up their
attack, the ruling class was running
smack up against contradictions and dif
ficulties involved in doing so.

In addition to Chairman Avakian's de
mand for political refugee status, a
number of other significant
developments have arisen as obstacles in
the way of what the ruling class had
hoped to accomplish. One of the first
issues brought to the fore by the defen
dants in the battle was demanding that
the government disclose its electronic
surveillance against the defendants. The
disclosure of this material was to have
played a key part in documenting the fact
that this attack was a continuation of and
intensification of the decade-long at
tempt by the ruling class and its political
police to sabotage and destroy the RCP
and ijs leadership. But, the government's
steadfast refusal to disclose this material
involved much more than just hiding
what they had done against the RCP in
the past and what they did against the
Mao Defendants. In fact, in large part
their refusal to disclose their electronic
surveillance was very much tied up with
what the ruling class has to do in the
future and their attempt today to carry
out a wholesale whitewashing of their
COINTELPRO-type crimes in order to
declare this very same activity good and
legitimate for the past, present and
especially for the future.

Since October of 1981, when this
surveillance issue was pushed to the fore
of the legal battle as a "threshold issue,"
one that had to be resolved before the
railroad could progress, the government
has doggedly maneuvered to avoid turn
ing the material over. Mountains of legal
documents have piled up before the
judge, the sacred words of "national
security" and "foreign intelligence"
were invoked together with the authority
of the President and Attorney General.
Still, 8 months later the government had
been unable to maneuver its way out of
this issue and the politically explosive ex
posure tied up in it. In fact, each
maneuver only succeeded in further en
tangling the government in an ever
tightening web of exposure. And, while
the battle had not yet reached the point
where the government would be forced to
either disclose a bunch of this material or
drop the case (or, press ahead with it at a
tremendous political cost), these were
certainly the terms of the battle as it was

shaping up. Emphasizing the importance
of this issue, when the government sub
mitted its settlement to the defendants in
writing, it specifically called for a stay on
the scheduled May 14th hearing, a hear
ing that was supposed to deal with the
government's response on the issue of
electronic surveillance.

A Message Delivered—A Message
Returned

The entire case, with its mountain of
felony charges and possible penalties,
was designed to deliver an emphatic
message of intimidation to the masses, a
message that this is what they would do to
a revolutionary vanguard and this is what
would happen to anyone who dared to
raise their eyes and thinking to the cause
of revolution. But, this too failed. The
party and its leadership continued to
maintain and deepen an unwavering
revolutionary stand in opposition to this
attack. And, at every crucial point, the
political heart beating just underneath
the surface of this attack was ripped out
and thoroughly exposed among the
broad masses of people. On this basis the
party deepened and extended its ties with
the masses, with many people from every
segment of society stepping out in op
position to this railroad. Many of these
same people moved toward revolutionary
opposition to the entire system. Not only
did the attack in the'legal arena fail to
limit or water down the revolutionary
leadership of Bob Avakian and the party,
but, in fact, during the same period ma
jor advances were made in the interna
tional communist movement—advances

in which Chairman Avakian and the par
ty played an important role.

All of this, together with other interna
tional and domestic contradictions it

faces, helped set the stage for the govern
ment's settlement offer. The U.S. im

perialists have summed up that, at this
point, what they would be able to gain by
continuing to pursue their attack in the
legal arena doesn't come anywhere near
measuring up to what they stand to lose
by doing so. However, it is important to
point out that although the government
has made a major retreat in this arena,
they still could not afford to totally drop
the case—opting instead for the obvious
face-saving gesture of getting two misde
meanor pleas from the remaining defen
dants. This by itself attests to the very
high stakes wrapped up in this battle and
to the tremendous international political
significance of the event which
precipitated the police attack and the en
suing assault in the legal arena, the Jan.
29th, 1979 demonstration opposing and
exposing Deng Xiaoping's revisionist
coup in China and the sale of China into
the U.S. war bloc. While the ruling class
may feign contentment with the defen
dants' guilty plea to supposed assault
charges, in actual fact the real political

assault that forced them to initiate this
particular attack in the first place is still
very much stuck in their throats. The
assault haunting the ruling class is the
spectre of portraits of Mao Tseiung and
his revolutionary politics taking over the
streets, raising the banner of proletarian
revolution and proletarian interna
tionalism smack up in the face of impen
ding world war and grovelling capitula
tion to imperialism.

Although they have abandoned this
particular attack, the determination and
necessity of the U.S. imperialists to at
tack Bob Avakian, the RCP.and the trend
it is a part of worldwide is intensifying.
They will most definitely and inevitably
launch and intensify their attacks in other
arenas and revolutionary vigilance must
be maintained and heightened on all
fronts. The imperialists have a well ex
posed history here and internationally of
employing both "legal" and other tactics
in their attacks on the party in general and
against Chairman Avakian in particular.
In fact, it is well known that when they
have been frustrated in one avenue of at

tack they quickly take up another.
Still, the U.S. government's retreat in

the legal arena is very significant and is a
sharp indication of the fact that they are
operating from a fundamentally weak
position. At the same time, this creates
overall favorable conditions for the

masses of people to wage an important
political battle to actually insure the vic
torious overturning of the entire railroad.
Between now and June 3rd, a very broad
political battle must be waged to stop any
attempt by the ruling class to exact a price
for their retreat from the remaining
defendants. Along these lines, the Com
mittee to Free the Mao Tsetung Defen
dants has issued a call for the masses of

people to send letters of support for the
defendants, including character
references as well as statements that more

generally express their sentiments around
this attack. These letters and statements

should be addressed to D.C. Superior
Court Judge Fred Ugast, but mailed to
the Committee office in D.C. before the
sentencing on June 3rd. The Committee
is also calling for extensive fundraising
and for people to pack the courtroom on
the day that the defendants are sentenced.
On the night of June 4th, the Committee
will sponsor a major celebration at All
Souls Church in Washington D.C., the
scene of the rally before the original anti-
Deng demonstration.

The Committee address is:

Committee to Free the Mao Tsetung
Defendants

1801 Columbia Rd. NW

No. 104

Washington, D.C. 20009
(202) 328-0441
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May 1 St
Correspondence
Continued from page 7

had great significance especially when
youth played a revolutionary role; in
these critical times, so suffocating for
the ruling class, when we see that this
capitalist system is already a corpse of
history. And the best of it, we see the
weakness of the system, of this deca
dent system. The bourgeois state at
tempting to sanction, to impede May
the First, to impede history.
We must unite all our forces for the

revolution because we know that this

era is giving birth to a new heart that
will forge history, that will forge society
towards communism.

P.S. The following was a personal ex
perience that happened May 11th at
Fremont High School in Watts.
The psychology teacher was talking

about the law and order of this country,
of progress and opportunity and how to
change things through the ballot,
through "legal channels." I began con
tradicting these big lies she was telling,
exposing the atrocities this country
commits all around the world. In a few

minutes four Black students had

jumped into the discussion, who agreed
with what i said. Consequently the
teacher said that this country is better
than Mexico and if I didn't like it, what
was I doing here? Then two of the
women students told her that Mexicans

don't run Mexico but the North

Americans do, and they too were op
pressed the same as the people here
and of Africa.

I was taken aback to see the

students' reaction, to see the interna

tionalism in them. You can see the big
influence, the big impact of May Day, of
revolutionary sparks that were spread
all over — I said to myself, this is a pro
duct of May Day, a product of a new
history.

Teatro Cafe

Today we are gathered to celebrate
Cinco de Mayo, a glorious day in our
history. Today is also May Day, an Inter
national day of liberation and we
celebrate, support and join all struggles
against oppression in the world. Our
method of support is through our
art/craft thus, we present La Historia
del Mestizo.

The above statement was my senti
ment on May First, 1982. The occasion
was a Cinco de Mayo celebration at
East LA. College and the intention was
obvious. I was greeted by a mix of
apathy, confusion and barely detectable
hostility. (We have a lot of work to do.)

Nevertheless, making this statement
was at least a minor liberation for me;
no major sacrifice compared to the
bravery exhibited by the marchers who
stood against mounted police, but still
an attempt to alert our audience of the
uniqueness of celebrating the most
significant event in 19th century Mex
ican history in union with the most
significant event of this century.

It is my pledge to continue to fulfill
the statement I forwarded May Day, and
build upon it in our struggle to reach the
goals of liberation we share.

T.B.

Director Teatro Cafe

Ex-Patriots

TotheRW:

It was incredible to be in New York
this year on the First of May. Late on
the night of the 30th I found out about
the Wingate High breakout and as
things developed on May Day
itself—signing international banners,
and then the battle for the streets in the
East Village, I was wired with ex
citement! I knew that I had a special
role to play—I'm in a band called the
X-Patriots and we were preparing our
own special assault on the "sacred"
sphere of culture. The events of the day
were our fuel and inspiration.
Would we rise to the occasion and

crystallize what May Day was about?
Not a simple question at all, and we
found it was even harder to do it than it
is to understand what needs to be done.
We had struggled over our song list,

bringing in some new tunes, trying to
make our set more representative of the
international proletariat. We made

posters with pictures of "ex-patriots
from around the world" and hung them
everywhere, especially in the artist com
munity of the East Village and in the
garment center.

But the evening at A-7, a small club
on the Lower East Side, was the real
test. People arrived a few at a time and
it would have been easy to feel "out of
it" or like what we were doing was really
not that significant. But as more people
came we began to hear reports of the
struggle with the pigs in the East
Village and how people had not been
driven off but stayed for hours with
debate raging. Someone brought in a
picture of the fight on St. Mark's. ^
We hung the May First poster behind

the stage. "Welcome to May Day!" we
shouted, as we hit the first chord.
The audience was made up of a varie

ty of different forces—punks, intellec
tuals, artists, some Pastas. Not too
many had been directly involved in May
Day events but most everyone had
heard about many of them. So when I
dedicated our version of "Dancing in
the Streets" to the students of Wingate,
and described their break for freedom,
people were yelling and applauding. The
song was a turning point. People who
were unsure about the politics of May
Day or our band's mix of ska, reggae,
punk and funk warmed up fast. The
band lost its tenseness and the room

was rocking!
After we stopped people were deba

ting—was May Day the future in embryo
or just lilting at windmills? Was it really
possible to bring the beast down? Even
the owner of the club became embroiled

in a discussion of these questions.
The tone was set, and the other

bands had to deal on those terms. One

band member, starting his set, remark
ed, "It's great to have a holiday which
isn't for some president or saint!" He
went on to say some stuff about how
workers in the U.S. and USSR might be
called something different but really
were the same.

While we didn't get any real proletar
ians to come out and the May Day Bri-
gaders who came arrived too late to see
us, 1 felt like we really did break some
new ground in this sphere and that for a
time some territory was liberated! And
the struggle is just beginning.

A member of the X-Patriots

A Rock Band in New York

May Day Music

I'm writing this letter to relate my May
Day experiences to the RCP readers. A
friend of ours told us that the paper was
looking for responses from artists in
volved in this year's May Day
demonstrations.

I  live in Hollywood and play in a rock
'n' roll band. After having several
discussions with several "communist"
friends, we decided to take part in May
Day by playing at a club procured by
someone in the Party. Previously, we
were supposed to play at one of the
regular circuit clubs in Hollywood on
May First but the gig got cancelled.
Whether or not this has anything to do
with the fact that I mentioned May Day
to the booking person is a matter for
speculation. We did, however, end up
playing in Duarte(a suburb) at an out-of-
the-way club.
On Saturday, May First I didn't feel

too well and slept until 4 o'clock
(devoted revolutionary that i am) so I
missed the demonstration downtown.
The guitar player from our band went
downtown and received some bruises
from those friendly upholders of law
and justice in blue. As we sat around
that afternoon with some others who
were at the demonstration, we had to
laugh at the distorted and repugnant
report that the news related to us. They
concentrated on the passive MacArthur
Park demonstration (a demonstration
called to protest immigration raids
where CISPES and the revisionist CP
had a strong influence — flW) and
almost ignored the more important
"rebellion" downtown.

As we pulled up to the club in Duarte,
we noticed one of the most ironic things
of the evening. The building next to the
club where we were playing was a

veteran's club. They were having some

sort of celebration (perhaps the upcom
ing event in South America or maybe
the big one we're all waiting for) at any
rate, there were all sorts of men in

uniforms and suits dancing and drink
ing and staring at us when we came in
to view and generally having a good
time. Unfortunately the other band that
was supposed to play neglected to
show up.

Duarte is rather far from Hollywood
so unfortunately hardly anybody show
ed up. Most people I talked to went to
things closer to Hollywood (C.A.S.H.
and Inner-City Cultural Center). This is a
point that we discussed between the
band and people who helped arrange
the show. Hopefully this situation will
be rectified next year.
Undaunted, we played from about

10:30 to 12:00. The few people that were
there seemed to enjoy themselves even
though some of the local patrons and
world war vets from next door took ex

ception to some anti-U.S. remarks made
from the stage. Even though there
wasn't a large audience that wanted to
change the political system present, I
feel as though something was ac
complished by the very act of perform
ing on May First.
As far as I can discern, any and all ac

tions, no matter how minute, that help
to change this (or any other) repressive
government must be supported. For this
reason I have made my reservations for
May First of '83.

A member of the Penguins

From Columbus, Ohio to the
West Bank

The week after the call for interna

tional banners came out in the RW, a
group of activists from Columbus who
had come together after the forum on
Conquer the World decided to make a
banner to send to the West Bank. With

the help of a Palestinian student they
made a large red banner which read
"MAY DAY GREETINGS TO THE

PALESTINIANS STRUGGLING

AGAINST ZIONISM AND IMPERIALISM"

in English and Arabic. It was taken out
on the street next to Ohio State Univer

sity and the response was immediate.
Many foreign students came up to sign:
Iranians, Chinese, Nigerian, Jamaican,
many saying we were the first
Americans they'd ever met who sup
ported the Palestinian struggle. When
we struggled with them about May Day
and internationalism being more than
just supporting each other's struggles,
many took the RW and the May Day Call
in different languages to get out to
other students. Anarchists signed with
the circle A and a group of punks sign
ed. An American student who'd studied

in Lebanon wrote his own revolutionary
greeting in Arabic. A member of the
AAPRP came up and signed and then
jumped in to defend the banner and our
stand when some reactionaries came

by to harrass us, sending them scurry
ing back to their fraternity house near
by. Later in the afternoon the banner
was taken to a Black housing project
where some networks had already been
passing out May Day leaflets. In every
courtyard people came out to sign. One
youth went through the whole project
on her bike talking to people about sign
ing and taking up May Day, and left with
a stack of leaflets to get out in her high
school. In another courtyard an older
woman went door-to-door calling people
out to sign and get leaflets and the RW.
The Palestinian has sent the banner off
to the West Bank with a note in Arabic

about how this came about.

A comrade in Columbus, Ohio

From North Carolina to Germany

The following poster message that
was sent was actually like a poster-type
banner that was signed by more than AO
people. Black, white, young and old. liv
ing in the U.S. and including people
from England and Iran. It was address
ed to the Federation of workers from
Turkey in Germany (A TIF) and revolu
tionary organizations in Germany, to the
German youth and proletariat:

Reagan condemns martial law in
Poland as a "man of peace and
freedom" while the U.S. government
stands behind the fascist junta and

their martial law in Turkey. This is just
imperialist doubletalk to prepare us to
kill and be killed in defense of the U.S.
imperialists against our Soviet rivals. In
whatever country, we are wage slaves in
"peacetime" — cannonfodder in war
time. Victory .to May First. Down with
World War. Forward to World Revolu
tion.

Gravediggers of U.S. imperialism
Greensboro, Winston-Salem,
North Carolina

From an INS-Held Iranian

This correspondence comes from the
Immigration and Naturalization Sen/ice
Detention Center at El Centra. Califor
nia, where a revolutionary Iranian is
fighting deportation for his activities in
building May Day.

May First, the Day that the Interna
tional Proletariat raises the Red Flag to
the forces which are serving the
Bourgeoisie; our enemies.

Before I had an actual encounter with
the bourgeoisie's dogs I would never
have been able to feel what is really go
ing on, or how I can make a difference
and take part in the way which would
lead the proletariat to overthrow the
Bourgeoisie ... (I would never have
known whether) it is possible to make a
revolution in this country. Before I used
to focus all my energy on Iran and used
to think that in order to be a revolu

tionary I had to go straight to Iran and
try to "change the world," and on the
other hand I could pay attention to the
worldwide movement. But what happen
ed from Friday (April 30) 3 p.m. to Tues
day (May 4) 4 p.m. taught me a lot about
the facts that I've been under

estimating. I learned and actually ex
perienced that the geographical condi
tions have nothing to do with being a
revolutionary. No matter where we are
the bourgeoisie is the same and we
have to rise up and try to make the
masses understand and contribute con

sciousness to them and try to ac
celerate the revolutionary situation.
Now I know that I don't have a country. I
just happened to be born in Iran.
On Friday the 30th (April '82) me and

another comrade went to look for two

others. On the way back we stopped at
a riot on Broadway. (The company had
ripped off people working in a sweat
shop, refusing to give people their
paychecks — RW) Pigs were all around
that building. But on the way back there
was a lot of leaflets and RWs on the

sidewalk. Then J picked up the papers
and started agitating with s'ome people,
then there was a Spanish woman who
told the woman I was talking to "Don't
touch this, it's communist." Then she
suddenly pulled his fingers off the
paper. I opened the paper and explained
about May Day. He agreed but he was
scared of the pigs across the street that
were watching us. But I underestimated
the situation. Then we ran into one

other comrade and we stopped at
Broadway and 5th and stood just at the
front of a store. The pigs came around
and asked for I.D. Pig Compton checked
their licenses and noticed that they
were from some other city. "You people
came for the big day, eh?" he said. Then
four others came by and started joking,
"I can't wait until it's all over," one pig
said. But the other one said, "I can hard
ly wait, we're gonna have some action
tomorrow." After writing out tickets for
three of us for handing out leaflets,
which we weren't even doing at the
time, it was my turn. The pigs asked
where I was from and I said from Iran.

He asked if I had a green card and I
said, "No, I'm on a student visa." Then
they gave the ID's back to the U.S.-born
people and said you're free to go if you
want. Suddenly they grabbed my arms
and put the handcuffs on me. Then he
pushed me to the car and said, "He is a
fucking Iranian." They were so glad that
they had an Iranian "commie" to in
timidate. They kept caiiing me a com
mie and all kinds of obscene names.

"Where are you taking him?" one pig
asked. "To the Immigration," he replied.
The main camp was a hellhole, with

fence, and we had to stay outside in the
sun between 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. Every
day they said the nurse wasn't there, ex
cept one brother told me about how
they brought one in when the press

Continued on page 17
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showed up ... The guards would sell
the people cards to gamble with for $40
and then take them away and sell them
again. We weren't allowed to watch the
news on the TV or radio. There were
brothers from all over the world ... El
Salvador, Guatemala. India, Palestine,
Thailand, Cuba, Afghanistan and Iran.
Some had been there more than a year.
The guards let the prisoners fight
among one another just saying "You've
got plenty of room ..."

I was known as a communist to the

guards but f agitated as much as possi
ble. The closer it got to time to get out
the harder it was for me to get
messages. When my comrades came
they let me sit for four hours after my
bail was in. Also they let me sit all day
Monday without calling me for my hear
ing. For the first time 1 was proud to be
suspected as a communist and I actual
ly experienced who the enemies of the
proletariat are. Even though I could not
make it for May Day I felt like I was part
of it. I sensed how they were afraid of
communism. My people is the pro
letariat, I have no country, and the
heaven I know of is when Socialism is

established, and with it the Emancipa
tion of mankind and the way to com
munism. This revolution is inevitable,
nothing can prevent it from coming true.
Also I learned more how to love the peo
ple and how to hate the Bourgeoisie
and its servants.

An Iranian Comrade

Two Declarations

The following two declarations are
from Salvadoran immigrants in MacAr-
thur Park the evening of May First, in
response to the unfurling of the banner
from the Federation of Workers from

Turkey in Germany (A TIF).
The two young men who wrote this

first declaration were in the demonstra

tion at fvfacArthur Park. Both had red

flags. One had a red beret with a Mao
button on it, which he had bought at
Revolution Books. He told the RW "I

love Mao; he was a great leader... I
think that this day I've seen, there
should be more days like it, to resound
thoroughly." His partner said, "It seems
to me this is a very good movement
because here and all over the world we

are waking up and becoming conscious
workers, housewives, everyone who has
to fight against exploitation by im
perialism." They also spoke of the situa
tion in El Salvador against U.S. im
perialism.

Declaration of internationalism from

Two Salvadoran Immigrants in the USA
to Immigrant Workers from Turkey In

Germany

We thank you for the demonstration
of support, we greet you and we say,
continue forward!

These two men who wrote the

following declaration had just opened
their apartment doors to some May Day
volunteers so they could climb to the
roof and plant two red flags and a
banner — they took some six papers to
sell in their building and when asked
what the red flag represented to them
Ihey said it represented the RCP and
the struggle that "sooner or later we'll
be free of exploitation ... It's really
marvelous, we fight for a world for all
workers, not just in North America. It is
a thing real, objective and positive for
all workers and immigrants."

Declaration of Internationalism from

Two Salvadoran Workers in the U.S. to
Immigrant Workers from Turkey in

Germany

We are Salvadorans in solidarity with
you, people from Turkey, workers like
us. We thank you for your labor, we are
in unity as immigrants, we must
together seek a method to unite
ourselves worldwide to fight
exploitation and injustice so they no
longer exist — and we want to call on
all people's organizations to unite for
that final victory which must come
sooner or later to us workers and poor
people — and as for these immigration
raids, they take away our human rights;
we come here all for the same reason,
for a better life, and they give us the
worst work, pay us the worst, exploit us

the most, so we call on popular
organizations to unite and we will fight
for that objective, that is the struggle of
all workers of the world.

Chiang Ching Brigade Strikes Again

On the eve of May 1 st, a day of
celebration for the international pro
letariat, a symbol of capitalist traitor-
dom was once again the target of the
proletariat's wrath. For the second year
in a row, Deng Tsiao-Ping and Co. were
challenged by revolutionary interna
tionalists. This year the words, "Long
Live Chiang Ching — May Day '82"
were painted in large red letters across
the Consulate wall in San Francisco,
right under the nose of the two-officer
cop car stationed there 24 hours a day.
Even local columnist Herb Caen ques
tions the logic of the imperialist "securi
ty," "Talk about a waste of manpower."
(S.F. Chronicle, May 4.) Let this revolu
tionary message send fear into the
hearts of the imperialists worldwide. As
Mao Tsetung wrote: "If the rightists
stage an anti-communist coup d'etat in
China, I am sure they will know no
peace either and their rule will most pro
bably be shortlived becuse it will not be
tolerated by the revolutionaries who
represent the interests of the people."
In the spirit of our Comrade Chiang •
Ching we proclaim: Long Live Interna
tional Workers Day!

The Chiang Ching Brigade

Nicaraguan Student at L.A. High

What happened at L.A. High School
April 28th showed the power that
students can exert for unity. Con
sciousness of world oppression and the
knowledge to eliminate it can cause the
bourgeoisie to tremble and use its max
imum force. The action the bourgeoisie
took following April 28th in L.A. High
was just that. The L.A.P.D. barricaded
the school and sent a helicopter to
hover above it. Security agents within
L.A. High made sure the students did
not break out or take any action that
might lead them to do so. All this and
the suspension of two student agitators
stopped us from breaking out, but it has
not stopped us from devising or modify
ing new methods to destroy bourgeois
ideology which promotes human ex
ploitation and suffering.

16-year-old Nicaraguan youth

Doctors in St. Louis

We are physicians who applaud the
rising trend of proletarian interna
tionalism. From Norman Bethune, a
Canadian surgeon who gave his life and
skills to the Chinese revolution; to
medical students in Latin America tak

ing to the streets and jungles; to the
anti-nuclear activists in the group
"Physicians for Social Responsibility,"
countless physicians have been drawn
to this trend. They have repudiated the
pull of privilege and status, and raised
theTr sights from the care of individual
patients to challenging society's ills on
a global scale.

Let May Day flourish everywhere, in
every sphere!

Physician from Pakistan,
Physician from India

Physician from Bolivia
Physician from St. Louis, MO, USA
Physician from St. Louis, MO, USA
Physician from St. Louis, MO, USA

Physician from USA
Physician from India

MD from US, St, Louis, MO

Salvadoran revolutionary:
"I began reading Marxist-Leninist
Works ..."

The following is from an interview
with a Salvadoran revolutionary who
participated in the May First actions in
Los Angeles. Before coming to this
country he had been active in the strug
gle in El Salvador and had become well-.
acquainted with the role of pro-Soviet
revisionist forces and the influence of
their line in that country.
"For a year after I came to the United

States, I didn't do anything. Then my
brother was killed in El Salvador. I
wondered should I go back and take his
place. I was very depressed. Then I met

up with an RW seller and he explained
how people in El Salvador are giving
their life just for crumbs, for reforms. So
I was interested and I read the paper,
how people are struggling all over the
world. They told me about this interna
tionalist trend, how it is necessary to
liberate mankind from oppression.
"I began reading Marxist-Leninist

works like Imperialism: the Highest
Stage of Capitalism and Sfafe and
Revolution. I never saw those books in
Ei Salvador. I became more active with
the group, I began to develop more
understanding, it was a process. 1 read
Mao Tsetung's Immortal Contributions
— before I never even knew who Mao
was! I learned about the Great Pro
letarian Cultural Revolution, and then
people at the same time coming from El
Salvador and they said 'it's the same
thing.' People are fighting and dying
and they don't know what for. I read the
book Chile: An Attempt at 'Historic
Compromise'. Then I went to the Chiang
Ching demonstration and saw pigs
come down with guns and billy clubs. I
said, 'If this is democracy, it's just like
El Salvador.' I said I have to know more

about this parly."
"I learned a lot from that book Chile:

An Attempt at 'Historic Compromise'.
That's the same thing that's happening
in El Salvador. There was a lot of

discussion I went through on the
possibility of World War 3 between the
U.S. and the Soviet Union, so that led
me to understand better the world situa

tion. I met people from Afghanistan too
who are reading the RW. It made me
make the decision to come forward and

fight for this trend.
"Last year on May Day, I couldn't

break through. But I was working two
blocks away from where the demonstra
tion took place. I heard all the people
talking about how the police attacked. I
felt ashamed that I was working on May
Day. I began to think, 'What does May
Day mean?' I began to take more
responsibility to the group. I heard
about the El Salvador tour and I was

supposed to go, but I couldn't break
through. I decided not to go because I
was thinking in quantities. In El
Salvador we have 50,000 in the streets
sometimes, so when you see a small
group here you think, 'they don't have
any support, they're isolated.' But then I
read Bob Avakian's article on quality
and quantity in 'Conquer the World?
...' (Revolution magazine No. 50) This
book sums up the Russian Revolution, it
shows how a small number of people
were able to lead the revolution. I saw

they could only break through with the
correct line. Same way with the Com
munist Party of China. They started with
a small group but they had a correct
line, so they could win. In peaceful
times only a small group understands
the correct line, but in revolutionary
limes more people will understand.
"Like yesterday, (the morning of May

Day) it was like a revolutionary situa
tion. In this place we met so many new
people when we went out to a communi
ty of Latino people. When the police
came, the people stood up and the
police couldn't do anything. Then they
said, 'We can't afford to let this go on!
and they tried to arrest us. A guy just
listening to us gave me his keys and
said, 'Take this and go in my
apartment.' it was a very fertile situation
with immigrants from other countries —
Chile, Nicaragua, El Salvador. The guy
wanted to know all about our literature,
but we had only brought a Programme,
but he bought it and took a bunch of
fllVs to distribute. He put a red flag on
his balcony. Then two people came with
us to help build for May Day.
"The battle was even higher

downtown, and the police couldn't at
tack us more because we had the sup
port of the people. So they caught us,
but they had to let many of us go ...

"First of all, the working class is the
class that must lead the revolution
worldwide, we have a common interest
in overthrowing imperialism. The basis
for the international proletariat to be
trained in the U.S. is very great. We can
get literature here that we can't get in El
Salvador and study it. My main struggle
is not just in Ei Salvador, but must be to
make revolution all over the world. The
impact of this May Day is going to be
worldwide ... Next year's May Day will
be much stronger, you can tell, because
now people are already waiting for us
when we come with literature and with

red flags, inspired by the demonstra
tion. If we could have May Day every
day, it would be good. I'm going back to
my city, I am inspired to continue this
work." I I

Sacramento

To the Revolutionary Worker:

A dedication for May Day '82 — Inter
national Workers Day — a celebration
for the Proletariat worldwide — a spe
cial occasion where we reaffirm and ac
knowledge the continuing'struggle as
Chiang Ching stated that "the ability to
make world history belongs to the he
roic masses of people." It does not
belong to the enforced "heroics" of im
perialism rampaging on a global war
path to occupy and exploit for the pur
pose of theii own expansion.
This "teikokushugi" (imperialism)

beast whether of the U.S. brand or

other, is foul foolery. It truly attempts to
possess mind and body. Its methods
well practiced to make for to vegetate
lives, to hound and torment like a milita
ry coup. It is profound what Marx said
decades ago — in part his words read
— "... after labour has become not on

ly a means of life but life's prime want]
after the productive forces have also in
creased with the all-round development
of the Individual, and all the springs of
co-operative wealth flow more abun
dantly ..."

His words and contributions resound

in proletarian anticipation.
What has as yet not come about is I

think in that process breaking through
all the obstacles that have allowed im

perialism to mangle lives of the inno
cent and use imperialist "wit" to mask
and heighten the atrocities of the pre
ceding inter-imperialist warfare. Its
overt-covert methods and mentality
seeking to single out the proletariat by
devious means — the treacherous his

tory it claims as its benevolent birth
right.
We are coming to understand that the

world ruled by such "self ordained" rul
ing class hypocrites can never achieve
the elimination of all wars — by their
doctrine insidious methods, twisted
"hero-ism" and subjugation!
The Revolutionary Communist/Prole

tarian Internationalist stand, method •
and viewpoint is all-inspiring, all-
encompassing, and all revolutionary. It
teaches us many new things which
need to be correctly grasped and deep
ened to grow strong the class struggle
which adheres to laws that embrace all

of nature, society and thought. To
unlearn more narrow thinking, to give
way to this nurturing "science" — Marx
ism, Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought.
From the heart we yearn to learn this

science which has for too long been
systematically kept obscured precisely
because it has already shown a bright
light in the world and its changingness
and because it is of great historic signi
ficance. It is a great task to continue
and strive for in its entirety and what
wholesome achievements vyhich will
continue enlivenly to emerge in the pro
cess of worldwide social revolution.

"The Days of May" article in the RW
— "the torrent unleashed" and the "in

ternational impact" — and this kind of
"revolutionary fever and spirit" its
development and ebb and further deep
ening since and the revolutionary new
born forces all contribute toward

Lenin's reference to "a victory of that in
ternational solidarity of the working
people" — and what say! perhaps "Les
football aux footballeurs" have since

undertaken to seriously tackle Marxism,
Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought!

In Solidarity then
Viva Primero de Mayo! and
in the many languages of

Proletarian internationalism

Long Live May Day!

A co-conspirator in
Sacramento, California

m
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Damian
Continued from page 5
particular method is most definitely noi
to imply that any who act in such a man
ner are most likely agents. And, as noted,
there are indeed many other methods of
approach taken at different times by dif
ferent agents with different roles in the
political police's division of labor — in
cluding, of course, those that
demonstrate much more political
sophistication than "Sanchez" did. But,
this was the method of this particular
agent at a particular lime, and it is impor
tant to note such behavior in order to help
facilitate the future detection and public
exposure of others who will inevitably at
tempt similar activity.
When the building activity for May

Day '80 began to swing into gear, "San
chez" also began to get more involved in
party-led activity. In a fine reflection of
the integrity and morality of these "safe-
guarders of the public," the agent struck
up a relationship with a woman who was
not a party member but had been a sym
pathizer for a number of years. Using
such false pretenses of love, he was able
to make himself more a part of the
"regular scene" in the midst of the
gathering momentum for May Day —
something that the bourgeoisie was deter
mined to stop. There were 78 people ar
rested in the L.A. area in connection with

the activities building up to May First,
and the information "Sanchez" supplied
must have proved invaluable in
facilitating the various police attacks. For
example, in the course of one incident, a
May Day activist who has bad knees was
severely beaten by the police in precisely
that part of his body. "Sanchez" later ad
mitted that he knew of the individual's

knee condition, and might have funneled
such information to his superiors.

But the bourgeoisie's attempts to stop
May Day required an escalation in the
period after the Alamo takeover, and it is
in precisely the following week that "San
chez" made the biggest changes in his
level of involvement in May Day activity.
He not only moved in with his new
woman friend, but also "volunteered" to
join the May Day Brigade— both mov^
clearly designed to put himself in a better
position to facilitate the bourgeoisie's
plans. And since Damiin Garcia was a
well-known member of the May Day
Brigade, this move would obviously put
the agent in much closer contact with one
who would turn out to be "no longer with
us" — "Sanchez's" words — on May
First.

As Bob Avakian stated immediately
after Dami^n's murder: "It was in
retaliation for the stand and actions of
Comrade Garcia and others at the Alamo
and across the country, in unflinching de
fiance of the murdering dogs who rule
over the masses, that this foul act of
murder was perpetrated. And, in par
ticular, it was with the aim of stopping the
gathering momentum for May Day, on
which the work and efforts of Comrade
Garcia and thousands of others have
been concentrated as a crucial battle to
make a leap toward the goal of pro
letarian revolution in this bastion of op
pression and reaction, the U.S.A. ...
But this only shows that the rulers of this
country and their assassins, in and out of
uniform, are not only cowardly but
desperate ..."
The bourgeoisie's plans for Dami^m

flowed precisely from that cowardly
desperation. But given the fact that those
who raised the red flag over the Alamo
were loved and respected by millions, it
would have been too politically damaging
— not to mention risky — for the police
to have gunned him down outright. A
more subtle plan was required. There are
precedents for such activity as well, as in
the statements of a former LAPD under
cover agent who has revealed that he was
once sent up to the San Francisco Bay
Area to try to gel close to Black Panther
leaders in the late '60s. This was the home
base of the Panthers and they were well-
respected and loved by many in the ghet
tos (and quite a few other areas as well).
In this agent's own words, his purpose
was to discover a "better way to see how
to kill them."

Information on Damiiin's Movements

"Sanchez" has admitted that he gave
his superiors a profile of the May Day

L.A.P.D.:

No Lonesome

Cowboy
Contrary to the image they like to por

tray, the Los Angeles Police Department
is not a bunch of "independent machos"
nor are their political operatives in any
way "outside" the overall thrusts of the
U.S. bourgeoisie and its political police.
As with any major political police opera
tion, LAPD's PDID (and other intelli
gence units) are highly interconnected
with various agencies at all levels of the
government, a fact admitted by a PDID
supervisor in a court deposition taken
recently. This supervisor admitted that
PDID gets information from other agen
cies, singling out the states of Texas and
Colorado and the city of San Diego as ex
amples. He also specifically mentioned
the FBI as one agency with which PDID
has close contact. PDID's activities

against those who would challenge bour
geois rule are obviously conducted in
coordination with these agencies and with
the broadest outlook of preserving the in
terests and existence of the bomgeoisie.
However, the LAPD does play some

what of a vanguard role for U.S. impe
rialism in this arena. It is well known, for
example, for relying on trained officers in
the main, rather than the more extensive
use of lumpen informants that other
agencies use more frequently. LAPD is
also reputed to carry oriy top-of-the-line
equipment for electronic surveillance; in
fact, a former FBI agent has revealed that
the FBI made the borrowing of LAPD
equipment standard practice since it was
better than their own. Much of this
equipment was obtained through a
massive influx of federal funds from the
now officially defunct Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration (LEAA). The
LAPD also has a highly developed divi
sion of labor in its intelligence apparatus,
with specialized advanced programs; vir
tually all of these programs also started
with LEAA funding. In addition LAPD

is known for its international operations,
including setting up an extensive com
munications network called the Law En
forcement Intelligence Unit — which in
cludes some police departments from
other countries — and sending under
cover agents posing as students to Europe
and Mexico.

The LAPD's vanguard role dates back
at least to the immediate post-World War
2 period, when a decision was made to
locate much of the U.S. war production
capacity in Southern California — al
though the preponderance of military
bases in the area had already necessitated
development of a broad national out
look. In addition Los Angeles' proximity
to the Mexican border was undoubtedly a
factor in this, and is still reflected in the
admission of a former high-ranking of
ficer of PDID that the unit deals with' 'il

legal aliens and crimes by illegal aliens."
In the late '60s the LAPD helped lead the
shift in national trends of undercover

work to pay particular attention to
revolutionaries, especially from the Black
liberation struggle.

In 1979, the very lime that agent "San
chez" was assigned to "infiltrate the
RCP," and the time of the overall na
tional increase in political police activities
against the RCP, the LAPD's intelligence
operations underwent a thorough re
organization and their undercover opera
tions were further developed. Undoubt
edly, this included improving the "flow
of information and cooperation between
federal, state and local law enforcement
agencies," as activities against "terror
ism" were recently described in a report
by the California Department of Justice.
Of course, "terrorism" isacodeword the
bourgeoisie uses to label any who oppose
them, and the RCP has been prominently
mentioned in such reports. □

Brigade's activities. Moreover, he has
also stated that he informed them that the
Brigade would be in the Pico-Aliso Hous
ing Project on the afternoon of April 22,
1980. It was after an appearance at a
meeting of the Los Angeles Police Com
mission and on the spur of the moment
that the Brigade went to the project.
When "Sanchez" was later asked to
name who he remembered being at the
Police Commission hearing, DamiAn was
the only specific individual he listed.

An interesting episode took place in
Watts on April 12, 1980, which sheds
light on the behavior of the PDID and
CRASH units and, perhaps, on events
surrounding the murder ten days later at
Pico-Aliso. The May Day Brigade had
planned in advance to go into a housing
project in Watts that day, but this activity
was not publicized outside the Brigade.
Nevertheless, the LAPD was well-
prepared for its appearance. Their gang
unit, known as CRASH, had been in
structed the day before to set up a com
mand post in the area. A homicide detec
tive was put in charge of all anticipated
reports and investigations that might
come out of Brigade activity that day.
PDID, which "Sanchez" worked for,
supplied the initial information to set the
plan in motion and reported to the police
in the area throughout the day on the
whereabouts of the Brigade and their ex
pected time of arrival at the housing pro
ject destination. Everything was ap
parently In place, but an interruption oc
curred when other cops, who were ap
parently unaware of the scheme, stopped
the Brigade short of its destination. They
ended up arresting Hayden Fisher — who
had also raised the red flag over the
Alamo and was the only other person
knifed in the Pico-Aliso project — before
those in-the-know had the chance to call
them off. DamiSn was there with the May
Day Brigade that day, as was "Sanchez."

The CRASH unit's position at the head

of the command post is also quite reveal
ing, given the "gang related" story that
the LAPD has used to cover up police in
volvement in the murder. And CRASH
also appears in later developments
around this case. After a Statement of
Outrage at the Murder of Damian Garcia
signed by over 6,800 people was printed
in several newspapers, the LAPD called a
virtually unprecedented press conference
to announce their "discovery" of his
alleged real murderer. But conveniently,
this guy had been killed the week before.
Therefore, he was unable to shed any
light on his relationship with a certain
CRASH unit detective, who is listed on
his death certificate as "personally know
ing" the deceased. As for the man whom
the LAPD claims killed the detective's ac
quaintance — also described as a "gang
related incident" — he was never brought
to trial even though there were several
eyewitnesses. He has subsequently been
arrested for burglary, but was never
brought to trial on that charge either.

Federal Agencies' Role
There is no doubt that the gang involv

ed with all this goes far beyond the local
operations of PDID, CRASH, et al.
Freedom of Information Act requests for
Dami&n Garcia have been filed with
many government intelligence agencies,
including the FBI, but nearly all of them
have failed to turn over any information.
The National Security Agency has
responded that it would cost loo much to
do a search of its records, especially since
anything found would be protected under
grounds of national security. However,
the Secret Service (SS) has turned over an
extensively censored and admittedly par
tial set of documents that goes back
through several years of DamiSn's
political activity but overwhelmingly
focuses on the takeover of the Alamo, the
follow-up "investigation" on him, and
the "investigation" of his murder. So

much is blacked out that it is difficult at
this lime to determine the exact details of
the Secret Service involvement. However,
the documents do reveal that the SS had
active operations related to Damian in
their Washington, D.C.-based In
telligence Division. And there was ongo
ing communication between those offices
and the LAPD, San Antonio Police, FBI,
IRS and other agencies that are censored.
One indication of the depth of SS in
volvement is that their L.A. field office
report on Dami^n's murder is virtually
identical to a report recently turned over
from PDID; it usfes all the same ter
minology and is only slightly reworded.
This PDID report is also apparently the
source of the LAPD's "gang-related"
line, a line that was subsequently spread
widely through the press, including in the
L.A. Times.

"Sanchez's" assignments concerning
the RCP prior to the period leading up to
May Day also reflect the broadest con
cerns of the bourgeoisie overall. His in
filtration efforts began in January, 1979,
when he participated in party-led ac
tivities to Free the Moody Park 3 and de
fend the Houston Rebellion (a rebellion
of thousands of Chicanos sparked by the
police murder of Jose Campos Torres).
During this time there was intense strug
gle and frequent attacks on the RCP and
the Moody Park 3 for upholding and
spreading the lessons of the rebellion.
The bourgeoisie was anxious to try and
hall the party's growing influence par
ticularly among Chicanos and Mexicanos
throughout the Southwest, including in
the barrios of East L.A. DamiSn himself
was well-known to the authorities and the
masses for his role in this struggle both in
Houston and East L.A.

January 1979 was also the same time
that the U.S. ruling class stepped up their
nationwide attacks on the RCP, focusing
on Chairman Bob Avakian. This nation
wide intensification can be seen in the
FBI's public admission that it "opened"
an investigation of the RCP at that time;
while this had obviously been going on
for some time, it does signify a step-up in
such activities. And a little later in the
year, the SS admitted "opening" an in
vestigation on Bob Avakian — basing its
nationwide attack on a patently lying
L.A. Times article which falsely claimed
that Bob Avakian had "threatened the
life" of Jimmy Carter during the RCP
Chairman's speaking tour in L.A. While
the Times was forced to retract this lie in
print, the SS did not stop its operations.
And one who undoubtedly offered In
valuable assistance to these operations is
the very same "Sanchez". It is possible
that Bob Avakian, while he was in L.A.,
may also have been a "target" of this
agent. "Sanchez" admits that pan of his
assignment was to "find out as much in
formation" as possible about the Chair
man. He also attended the talks where the
L.A. Times made up their false claims.
Given the extent of their activities at the
time, it is inconceivable that the SS
(among others) did not know about this,
and may have had a hand in directing this
agent's activities.

Around the same time, "Sanchez"
also infiltrated the Mao Tsetung Defen
dants Committee in L.A., attending a
number of meetings and reporting as
much information as requested by his
superiors. During this same period and all
the way up to May Day '80, many RCP^
supporters arrested by L.A. area police
reported open threats by the pigs on the
life of Bob Avakian. "Sanchez" also at
tended an important conference at
UCLA in the late summer of '79 that was
called to launch an offensive in the battle
to defend Bob Avakian, and to kick off
the campaign for May Day. He admits
that he informed his superiors about the
conference ahead of time. Both the cam
pus police and the LAPD attempted to
disrupt this meeting with a surprise at
tack. This was hardly a "local matter"
and fit in with a whole slew of systematic
disruptions and attacks that occurred
nationwide at the time.There are certain
other facts about this agent that raise
more general questions about the interna
tional activities of the LAPD. For while it
is the stated policy of the LAPD to hire
only American citizens, "Sanchez" was
hired while he was still a citizen of Mexico
— the country where he was born. On his
birth certificate, his father is listed as
working for the Mexican government,
and the address given is the local police
station in Mexicali. The possible relation-

Continued on page 19
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ship between the LAPD and Mexican
government in this can only be a matter
of speculation at this time. But it is clear
that the bourgeoisie faces serious con
tradictions in the fact that such a large
number of Latino immigrants live in the
L.A. area — hardly the most loyal section
of the population. This is an important
factor in the LAPD's overall efforts to
stop May Day, and was reflected in their
attack on the 1980 May Day march
before it reached the downtown area
where many of these immigrant workers
shop. More generally," the bourgeoisie's
political police has a great necessity to in
filtrate and suppress this section of the
people, and while they can — and un
doubtedly already have — recruited
agents from among those Latinos who
live in the area, there are very likely
foreign exchange programs and any
number of other efforts being made to try
and get in a position to deal with this sec
tion of the masses.

The content and location of the train

ing "Sanchez" received to enable him to
carry out his activities against the RCP
and Dami^n is a closely-guarded state
secret, although it is known that he took
police science courses at Cal State Univer
sity in L.A. In the course of court pro
ceedings, all questions related to this
training were objected to by the City At
torney and upheld by the judge as "irre-
velant" or "privileged." The City At
torney did say that it was vitally impor
tant to keep such information secret
because, in his words, "We don't want
them to be able to develop a profile of a
PDID operative or operations, because it
would endanger the lives of the other
operatives and endanger their ability to
carry out the function of PDID."
As for "Sanchez's" particular role in

activities directed against the RCP, it
ended abruptly on May First 1980. After
participating in the demonstration, in
cluding in the role of an agitator (leading
many to believe that he helped to
facilitate the LAPD's assault on the

march), "Sanchez" disappeared. Ap
parently the very important job that the
ruling class had assigned to him was now
over — and they pulled him out quickly,
in hopes of avoiding detection. However,
marching right next to "Sanchez" at May
Day was his scheduled replacement —
another undercover pig. But he was an
object of suspicion from the start, and
was quickly isolated from the work of the
party. A defense attorney was informed
by one of the prosecutors that this agent is
now employed by the FBI.

MONEY

NEEDED

The Political Police

Despite the fact that the political police
have gone to great lengths to cover up
their role in Damidn Garcia's murder —
with virtually all the representatives of
bourgeois justice screaming frenzied ob
jections at nearly every mention of
Dami^n's name — there has been another
side to their efforts, especially as the
presence of this undercover agent has
come to light. They would like to convey
the message that their apparatus is omni-
cient and omnipotent — and instill the
fear of infiltration everywhere to
paralyze both those who already see the
need for revolution and those who are
just awakening to political life. Gates' let
ter contains this message in its implica
tions, and so does the commentary of the
City Attorney in one of "Sanchez's"
depositions; in response to a question
about the extent of undercover activities,
the City Attorney interjected, "We're
everywhere ... we're everywhere."

Gentlemen, please spare us your
puffed-up braggadocio — especially
when your hollow insides are so visibly
trembling in this matter. It is well-known
that the political police would like to be
everywhere that those who actively
prepare for their long overdue demise
are. But there are certain constraints on

their ability to do so. This much has
already been admitted by them in the
past, such as when the FBI consciously
summed up the difficulty of infiltrating
the Revolutionary Union (RU —
forerunner of the RCP) in the '60s. And
this is more the case today (although
clearly both the bourgeoisie and the
revolutionary forces are summing up and
learning from historical experience, in
cluding the '60s and adopting various dif
ferent tactics). In one sense this was
evidenced in the approach which "Ernie
Sanchez" had to adopt and the subse
quent failure of his replacement to get to
first base in his efforts. In an overall way,
this is a reflection that the Leninist prin
ciples of organization, which the RCP
upholds and struggles to develop and ap
ply, present real difficulties to the
political police's infiltration efforts.
Of course it would be extremely

idealistic, downright silly, in fact — to
pretend that the revolutionary forces
could ever completely avoid infiltration
as long as there are classes, class struggle
and revolution to be made. But never los

ing sight of what the party is actually for
and struggling to grasp and apply these
Leninist principles — combining, as the
RCP Constitution states, "centralized
leadership and the greatest degree of

discipline with the fullest struggle over
line and policy within the Party ..." —
will make it difficult for the political
police to get into the party in the first
place. And if they are successful in in
filtrating, the correct application of these
same principles will prevent the
bourgeoisie's agents from functioning in
the all-around manner they require; they
are unable to discover everything that is
going on and everyone involved in the all-
around work and various divisions of
labor of the party.

In addition, there is the aspect of sum
ming up the methods of operation of the
political police, learning better how they
work in order to ferret them out sooner
and limit the damage to revolutionary
work they can commit. This, too, is an
important part of the application of
Leninist principles of organization. One
thing in particular that should be grasped
from the "Sanchez" experience is that
the general definition of'"provocateur"
— based on some of the more well-known

infiltration efforts of the '60s — is just
too damn narrow. The bourgeoisie has
summed up some things since then, and
they have a much greater necessity today
to try to stop the revolutionary move
ment. They will certainly not rely solely
— or even mainly — on open "in
stigators" and those who promote in
dividualist acts to facilitate police at
tacks. Neither will they so often leave
their agents' cover stories so full of holes
as to provide easy investigative discovery,
as sometimes occurred in the past. The
question of opposing and exposing the ef
forts of the political police, facilitating
their discovery and ferreting them out
through wide-ranging exposure, is a car
dinal one for the success of any move
ment serious about revolution, and it is
incumbent upon the forces for revolution
that they learn better how to carry out this
activity.
"Sanchez's" ability to parlay his par

ticular modus operand! into a little more
than a year's worth of undetected opera
tions is certainly a serious matter. And it
would appear that this was aided some
what by a relatively narrow conception of
the parly's tasks, and those of individuals
whom the parly leads — that the only im
portant question is whether a person is
"around and participates" which
downplays politics and political line; this
view is part of the legacy of economism
that the RCP has persistently struggled to
uproot and made important progress on.
On the other hand, in order to gain access
to any information, "Sanchez" was forc
ed to carry out the party's line, at least to
some degree, including distributing R Ws

to many more forces. In this regard, it is
important to take note of a principle
enunciated by Lenin when speaking of an
undercover agent who had been able to
infiltrate the Central Committee of the
Bolshevik party: "While Malinovsky
with one hand sent scores and scores of
the best Bolsheviks to penal servitude and
to death, he was obliged with the other to
assist in the education of scores and
scores of thousands of new Bolsheviks
through the medium of the legal press."
("Left Wing Communism ...", Col
lected Works, Vol. 31, pp. 45-46). And in
another work, Lenin ̂ ded, "Malinov
sky could and did ruin individuals, but he
could neither hold back nor control the
growth of the Party nor in any way affect
the increase of its importance to the
masses, its influence over hundreds of
thousands of workers." (The Bolsheviks
in the Tsarist Duma)., Obviously the
situation with this agent was not the
same, but the principle Lenin speaks to is
no less valid.

Lenin's grasp of this question is fun
damentally based on the understanding
that the proletariat and its vanguard
represent the forward motion of history
— the vibrant future — and that the ac

tions of the bourgeoisie's political police
are, in essence, nothing more than the dy
ing hand of the past trying to stave off its
inevitable demise. Based on this material
ist understanding, the party and the
masses will further develop and apply the
revolutionary line, including becoming
increasingly capable of thwarting the ef
forts of the political police.
The development of this contradiction

can be seen in the very specifics of this
case. Here we have a highly-trained
agent, supervised and backed up by the
entire interlocking network of the
bourgeoisie's armed dictatorship over the
masses. He was needed to "infiltrate the

RCP," but this presented too great a
danger of disclosure. The class for which
he operates needed to kill a revolutionary
communist, but they feared the conse
quences of getting caught by the masses.
They set their whole apparatus in motion
to extensively plan and carry out the
clandestine execution. But it has never

been clandestine, and the light continues
to shine on their action. And that action

proved to be incapable of achieving the
results required — stopping the party and
the revolutionary masses. The bourgeoi
sie's cowardly "success" at murdering
Damian Garcia will never be forgotten.
The lessons of his life — and his death —
will be learned very well. □
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May First and the Universal Language of Proletarian
Internationalism!

I thought the call in the RW last week for donations to
distribute the issue summing up the battle for May Day
broadly around the world was very significant because of
the forgirig on May Day of a living force of proletarian
internationalists in this country and what that means
around the world. That was .what i wanted to take out
with the RW. But the question looming large in my mind
was how well would I be able to communicate this
because I was going to some apartments of "illegals"
from El Salvador and Mexico and my ability to speak
Spanish is minimal at best. But with the RW and what
happened on May Day I thought advances could be
made. I went to visit an advanced family from El Salvador
that I had met before May Day to discuss the importance
of this issue getting out around the world.

I was greeted by the son as I came in the door.
Immediately I showed him the new issue of the paper and
we went through it at first just looking at the pictures of
the battles and the victories of May Day. As I groped for
words to explain the forging of workers and oppressed of
all countries uniting on May First, the brother began to
smile and to try to describe, so that I could understand,
how important he thought it was that Salvadorans were
uniting with people from this country as well as others
round the world. I pointed to the call for fundsand tried to
say how important it was for people worldwide not only
to know that there is a force in this country seriously
preparing for revolution and fighting for genuine
communism but also the importance of people around
the world beginning to grapple over these same
questions of proletarian internationalism and

conquering the whole world as our goal, no matter what
country we find ourselves In. He said he wanted to give
$10 but he only had $2.

Then the father came In and again we went through
the paper looking at the pictures of the battles for May
Day and the Red Flag but also looking at the messages
from around the world. We battled with the language
barrier to convey our thoughts and ideas about the
importance of May Day. internationalism and wiping out
all oppression worldwide. And what began to emerge In
our discussion was the future — where proletarians
break the chains of nations, where language barriers can
be overcome with the language of internationalism and
revolution and we began grappling with the question of
"how will WE advance revolution on a world scale?"
Then I pointed to the call for funds and tried to say in
broken Spanish that it depends on the conscious slaves,
who have nothing and nothing to lose, to help this paper
and this line get out not only to the campeslnos in El
Salvador but the workers in Russia, the people of South
Africa — our task being to spread this line to the
proletariat of the world,

As we continued the discussion, the question of the
Soviet Union came up. I asked him if the guerrillas in El
Salvador were fighting to replace U.S. imperialism with
Soviet "socialism"? He said. "No. They should be
fighting for May Day, internationalism, and the
proletariat of the world, but they don't know enough yet."
Then he reached Into his pocket and gave me $5 to
spread the seeds of internationalism, revolution and
communism around the globe.

A conspirator in Texas
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l^m sending my May Day '82 message to all my brothers
arrtteisters of all races and cultures that will be out there

Maglst, '82. and everyday carrying red flags for the revolu-
tio^ffense. and t want you all to know that behind these

waits here in "Attica" struggling for my freedom
th€^ny support is 100% for you ail (May Ist. 82), and every
dewbf your struggle, because I want you all to know that
yo^li's struggle is my struggle, and whatever help you
ne^ from me if it is possible t could, and would sacrflice
even though I can not do much in here behind these prison
bars as you know the struggle in here is hard but I am a per
son that dies in what he believes in. and i was born

fighting, and 1 will die fighting, and f believe in you ail.

From Attica

Ttiis statement was sent to the May First rally at Fort
McPherson by prisoners from the Decatur Street jail in
Atlanta:

From the dungeons of the Atlanta City Jail ,.. Wearein
jail. For those who rule this country, we are guilty until pro
ven innocent. The fact that we are propertyless prole
tarians makes us criminals in the eyes of the Rockefellers
and Brezhnevs of the world, the fact that we do not accept
our place is something they must desperately try to crush,
in the eyes of the oppressed peoples of the world, however,
this is grotesque hypocrisy, for the crimes we have been
accused of don't amount to the weight of 2 dead flies com
pared to what the bastards who rule this country have
already done to us and the people of the world.
On lop of this they are planning even more in World War

III to insure that the USA will remain the No. 1 bloodsucker

of the people of the world, the real criminals walk the
streets in judgment of us who are their victims.
On May First, millions of people just like us all over the

world rebel against this system of imperialism. We will
rebel too. We will rebel in the spirit of bringing forward vi
sions of the future when the imperialists themselves will
be brought to justice, and exploitation and oppressions of
all forms are eliminated. Let May First declare that there
ate rebellious slaves in the USA who do not accept their
"place," and share the vision of this revolutionary future
with the proletariat of the world.

15 prisoners at Decatur Street Jail

Dear Comrades.

I am to be released from this warehouse very soon;
therefore, i would like for you to discontinue my sub
scription to the RW newspaper. I wilt be able to obtain
copies of the paper while in the streets. Thanks for
keeping me abreast during my incarceration.
My blood is your blood. Continue in struggle and I'll

do the,^ame.

1

Communist Greetings Comrades

I am a prisoner (P.O.W.) presently being held captive
at Soledad prison In California. For the past few weeks
I've been very fortunate to receive the "Revolutionary
Worker", t found the Revolutionary Worker and the
speeches by Bob Avakian. Chairman of- the Central
Committee of the Revolutionary Communist Party.
USA, to be very enlightening as well as motivating and
has helped me to elevate my political consciousness
from one level to the next! Keep the good work up
Revoluiionary Worker; people's war is the building of
consciousness and it reflects consciousness. The key

is motion consciously directed and constantly enrich
ed by ihe advanced sectors of the R.C.P. USA!

I received the two books ("Summing Up The Black
Panther Party" and '•Revolution and Counter-
Revolution"). Thanks! Also I would like to elevate my
consciousness more about the Marxist-Leninist
understanding of dialectical and historical materialist
ideolog^ and could you please send me a copy of "Bob
AvakiafT'Replies to a Letter from: A Black Nationalist
with Cf$nmunistic Inclinations." and "Support Every
Outbre^ of Prolesi and Rebellion"'

I would like to extend my uncompromising support
and solidarity to May Ist, international workers day!

In Solidarity of Struggle we build to win!!
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Shine the Light of Revolution
Behind the Prison Walls
The Revolutionary Communist Party receives many letters and requests for
literature from prisoners In the hell-hole torture chambers from Attica to
San Quentin. There are thousands more brothers and sisters behind bars

who have refused to be beaten down and coirupted in the dungeons of the
capitalist class and who thirst for and need the Revolutionary Worker and
other revolutionary literature. To help make possible getting the Voice of
the Revolutionary Communist Party as well as other Party literature and
books on Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought behind the prison
walls, the Revolutionary Worker has established a special fund. Contribu
tions should be sent to:
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Prisoners Revolutionary Literature Fund
Box 3466, Merchandise Mart
Chicago, (L 60854
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