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tionaries arrested that day in front 
of the MARTA Five Points Station in 
the heart of downtown Atlanta. The 
memory of skirmishes bordering on 
the edge of rebellion in the wake of 
the Wayne Williams verdict at that 
very spot only a few short weeks

< on I inucd on pace I s

May First is the day of the internation­
al proletariat, the day of proletarians the 
world over, of the class that has nothing 
to lose but its chains. It is a day of struggle 
for all proletarians who are conscious of 
the historic role they and their class have 
to play in the world. It is the time the pro­
letariat declares war on the imperialists 
and all the other exploiters regardless of 
their color or their country. May First is a 
day of struggle between light and dark­
ness, between the proletarian revolution 
and reaction, which wants to maintain 
the world in the darkness it is today — a 
horror for masses around the world even 
in so-called “peaceful” times and today 
lurching for the third time toward world 
war as these monsters prepare to redivide 
the world that they’ve stolen. These are 
times of growing dangers but even more 
of great revolutionary challenges and op­
portunities. Consequently, we conscious 
proletarians think this May First the true 
color of everyone should come out, and 
we have to raise the banner of the pro­
letariat, the red flag against all the dif­
ferent flags of the other classes.

In different countries, different classes 
have the tendency to transform May Day 
into a farce and take away all the revolu­
tionary spirit of that day. For example in 
some countries in the world, the bour­
geoisie celebrates May First. But they 
celebrate it in their own class interests, for 
in these countries May First is made a day 
where the proletariat and the bourgeoisie 
celebrate together. The bourgeoisie in 
these countries takes away all the revolu­
tionary spirit of that day.

Ih the revisionist countries it's the 
bourgeoisie itself that is raising up the red 
flag while their feet are on the neck of the

proletariat. In the USA the bourgeoisie 
worked to erase that day altogether and 
make believe that this day never existed. 
But there are also so-called “revolution­
aries” that want to limit the celebration 
of May First to ask the imperialist bour­
geoisie for more crumbs, without even 
asking where these crumbs come from, 
even though these crumbs are taken from 
other exploited peoples of the world. 
These “revolutionaries” are merchants 
of illusions, who preach that it’s possible 
to reform imperialism, instead of destroy 
it. These forces will be marching on May 
First too, with Roll Back Reaganism in­
scribed on their banner. At the same time 
there's an international proletarian 
tendency which aspires to a different kind 
of May First, one where the bourgeoisie 
would get a taste of what awaits it in the 
future — one that would prepare the 
forces who will create that future. This is 
the view of May First of that interna­
tionalist tendency:

“On that day a vision must shine forth: 
the embryo of a proletariat conscious of 
its international character and its an­
tagonism to all forms of reaction and of 
its historic mission to do no less than con­
quer the world. Infusing the workers’ 
common actions in different quarters of 
the globe must be the determination to 
proceed, as Lenin put it, ‘not from the 
point of view of ‘my’ country ... but 
from the point of view of my share in the 
preparation, in the propaganda, and in 
the acceleration of the world proletarian 
revolution.' ”

We the class-conscious proletariat 
have no country. Our country is the 
world. Whatever country we find 
ourselves in, there is only one way to

As the police car speeds away 
from the scene, its driver finally 
breathes a sigh of relief. “I hate go­
ing into those crowds," he moans, 
“you never know if you're going to 
come out again."

In the back seat sits their 
“catch," one of the three revolu-

is very strong among numerous im­
migrant comrades, and since we are 
struggling with them, so that they will 
take up revolutionary May Day, we 
should reach into dur arsenal, the science 
of Marxism-Leninism, and wield our 
bazooka, which is a quotation from 
Lenin, where he speaks about what is real 
internationalism: “There is one and only 
one kind of real internationalism, and 
that is working wholeheartedly for the 
revolutionary movement and the revolu- 

be waged tionary struggle in one’s own country. 
This struggle for May . and supporting (by propaganda, sym- 

;—„:„i:------ a pathy, and material aid) this struggle, this
and only this line, in every country 
without exception”. This bazooka is a 
very important weapon for us in the 
struggle against the narrow nationalist 
tendency, common among immigrants.

We revolutionary Haitians call on all 
conscious proletarians in the world, 
whatever their country, that they lake up 
this day as their own, and that they 
liberate the world, even if for a day. Take 
history into our hands, whatever be our 
country!

We are also making a special call to the 
proletarians in New York City, whatever 
their color, their race, their sex or their 
language: let’s liberate Eastern Parkway 
in Brooklyn (a concentration of oppress­
ed nationalities — R IF) on the eve of May 
Day on midnight of April 30th, the first 
moments of May First. Let’s lake it to 
celebrate our class’s holiday in a revolu­
tionary spirit. This will be one of the 
opening salvos of May First, contributing 
to the struggle to make a living force of 
proletarian internationalism.

A group of Haitian Marxist-Leninists

Haitian Revolutionaries Call for May Day Action
celebrate May First: declare war on all 
imperialists. In this war, our arsenal con­
sists of the red flag, the science of 
Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung 
Thought, and an analysis of the objective 
conditions and the role we must play 
within them. With that no obstacle would 
be able to stop us, or prevent us from 
stamping this day with its revolutionary 
essence.

For us the class-conscious proletariat 
to give this day its true significance means 
to struggle. This struggle must ' 
in diverse forms. 'ru:_ — '
First is a struggle against imperialism and 
all reaction. And for us it is a battle to 
make the greatest possible advance that 
day, and transform this vision of May 
First into a reality for the proletariat 
worldwide.

We, Haitian Marxist-Leninists living 
in the USA, who are struggling to make 
May First a reality, we wish to point to 
the strong tendency among some com­
rades who come from dependent and 
dominated countries. This tendency is the 
almost total disregard on the part of these 
revolutionaries to participate in the strug­
gle against imperialism in the USA, and 
more particularly their disregard to ac­
tively participate in the struggle for May 
Day here. This tendency is based on a 
narrow nationalist vision of the struggle 
against imperialism. They only want to 
struggle against imperialism-in their own 
country. Many of the immigrant com­
rades have yet to grasp the “duality” of 
their role, or to see that imperialism is a 
world system, and that the struggle 
against imperialism must be carried out 
on a world scale. These comrades must 
play this “dual role”. Since this tendency
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Leave No Sacred Sphere Untouched!

Chinese painting entitled "We Are Reversing the Old Judgments on History." 1974.

Of course, some say that it is impossible for the proletariat to lead in this 
sphere. The natural gulf is just too great. And besides, it’s none of your business. 
The proletarians and their revolutionary vanguard party are “outsiders” in this 
sphere and cannot lead the “insiders.” Such sparrows will keep on chirping for 
some time to come, probably all the way to communism. In 1960, Mao noted that 
those “involved in the cinema claim that the party cannot lead the cinema. Those 
involved in musicals or ballet claim that the party cannot offer leadership there. 
Those in atomic science say the same. In sum, what they are all saying is that the 
party cannot lead anywhere. Remolding of the intellectuals is an extremely impor­
tant question for the entire period of socialist revolution and construction.”

Isn’t it necessary, as one part of the all-around revolutionary offensive con­
ducted on the First of May, as one dimension of a vision of the future, for revolu­
tionary proletarians to consciously and creatively take initiative in this sacred sphere 
of literature and art? To seek out the advanced among artists, in the spirit of daring 
to learn and daring to lead, and to see their creations and criticize them helpfully 
and to struggle over questions of art and revolution? Such conscious activism is part 
and parcel of meeting the challenge of history, requiring some transformation and 
remolding ourselves. As Karl Marx said over one hundred years ago, “We say to 
workers, you will have to go through 15, 20, 50 years of civil wars and international 
wars, not only in order to change existing conditions but also in order to change 
yourselves and fit yourselves for the exercise of power."
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“On page 414 we find a discussion of the rights labor enjoys but 
no discussion of labor’s right to run the state, the various enterprises, 
education, and culture. Actually, this is labor’s greatest right under 
socialism, the most fundamental right, without which there is no right 
to work, to an education, to vacation, etc.

“The paramount issue for socialist democracy is: Does labor have 
the right to subdue the various antagonistic forces and their influences? 
For example, who controls things like the newspapers, journals, broad­
cast stations, the cinema? Who criticizes? These are a part of the ques­
tion of rights.... In sum, the people must have the right to manage the 
superstructure. We must not take the rights of the people to mean that 
the state is to be managed by only a section of the people, that the peo­
ple can enjoy labor rights, education rights, social insurance, etc., only 
under the management of certain people.”

Mao Tsetung, from A Critique of Soviet Economics

To the Revolutionary Proletarians:
“May First is a concentration point in the overall worldwide confrontation be­

tween the new and the old forces in society fighting for the world’s destiny — 
nothing less.” — Bob Avakian

On such a day, can revolutionary proletarians leave matters of the class strug­
gle in any sphere of life “free” to take their natural course? Can workers conscious 
of the historic mission of their class accept any traditional limits on what comes 
before them? No. Because these traditional limits are the limits placed on slaves, 
limits imposed through the ages by the very existence of class society (including the 
division between mental and manual labor), limits enforced with a vengeance by the 
bourgeoisie, limits acceptable only to those who think it natural and eternal that 
some should rule and some should labor.

These limits are totally unacceptable to the international proletariat, in general, 
and in face of the immediate particular necessities of all-around preparation for the 
revolutionary seizure of power.

One sphere of life which doesn’t just “naturally” fall within the “proper” do­
main of activity of the proletarians is the sphere of art and literature. Yet, 
historically and today, the class struggle in this sphere is often quite acute, despite 
all claims that art is totally separate and irrelevant to politics. And the proletariat 
has a responsibility to lead.

There is no doubt that big contradictions in the world have given rise to a cer­
tain left upsurge among a section of artists internationally — that there are those 
who, to one degree or another, represent the oppressed on the stage. There are 
those who are grappling with the great political and ideological questions of the 
epoch, those who vividly and fearlessly portray and pose some of the sorest and 
most vexatious contradictions of our day, those who are, with all their contradic­
toriness, objectively part of “the new” which this decaying old order gives birth to. 
And yet, far more than is objectively necessary at this time, there is a gulf between 
these artists and the revolutionary proletarians.

Rebel artists mysteriously die, and later there is an “exposure.” Many times, 
most times, there is no exposure at all of what is easily described as murder ... not 
to mention clubs closed down, scripts mangled, visas denied, theaters burned, films 
suppressed. How come workers in the U.S. — those who thirst for a way out of this 
madness — as yet manifest little revolutionary activity in response to, among other 
things, such outrages? It has everything to do with the history of imperialist 
economism in the revolutionary movement, with its narrow view and its contempt 
for the masses of all oppressed classes and its acceptance of the “natural" develop­
ment of things.

The class-conscious proletariat must give active support to such revolutionary 
and progressive artists. More than that, the Programme of the RCP calls on us to 
lead the broader ranks of the working class and the masses generally to wage a 
fierce struggle against the attempts of the bourgeoisie to crush and demoralize them 
and in various ways prevent their influence from being felt broadly in society ... 
this is an important part of the class struggle under capitalism and will assume even 
greater significance with the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of pro­
letarian states.
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Demonstration in front of the Mosque of Omar following the murders.

gasoline bombs on military patrols. 
Dozens of Palestinians were seriously in­
jured and several killed, including an 
eight-year-old boy in Gaza, as Israeli 
troops ruthlessly fired point blank at 
demonstrators to break up the distur­
bances. However, the eruptions con­
tinued unabated as days later in El Bireh 
crowds of hundreds armed with stones, 
bottles, sticks and knives continued to at­
tack Israeli military patrols who opened 
fire, killing two more youth and wound­
ing scores.

While the media was beside itself with 
appropriate phony shock and dismay, at 
the act of a supposed “lone zealot” in 
Jerusalem, the incident at the Dome of 
the Rock—while particularly out­
rageous—merely epitomized what the 
Palestinians have faced ever since the 
original invasion of their homeland and 
its continuing occupation by the Zionists. 
Could there be, we might ask, a more fit­
ting symbol of what the role and function 
of the reactionary settler state of Israel 
has been all along, and of precisely who 
Zionism serves and what it is all about 
anyway?

Here a U.S.-born Israeli wearing army 
fatigues and carrying a standard issue 
American M-16 walks into a mosque and 
calculatedly and cold-bloodedly shoots 
the place up. The mosque is then sur­
rounded by Israeli riot troops and armed 
civilian settlers who shoot it up some 
more and whisk their comrade safely 
away from the wrath of angry crowds, 
firing into their midst and killing one

more person. When demonstrators pour 
into the plaza at the Dome, chanting 
“Palestine is Arab!” and hoisting the 
Palestinian flag, the troops rush back in. 
shooting and teargassing. In a final 
touch, a soldier deliberately lofts a CS 
grenade at the main door of the mosque, 
gassing the people inside. As the troops 
walk away, they are openly laughing and 
patting each other on the back—another 
bloody job well done. Such is the im­
perialist monstrosity of Israel.

Whatever the extent of advance plan­
ning of this attack by the Israeli govern­
ment is quite beside the point. It is typical 
of the atrocities carried out on a much 
broader scale in Israel’s performance of 
its duties as the U.S.’ junior manager in 
charge of its Middle East franchise, 
operating out of its “national” office set 
up on territory stolen from the Palesti­
nian people in 1948. The West Bank and 
Gaza have been under the bootheel of 
Israeli military occupation and all its 
blessings—the daily beatings, interro­
gations, land expropriations, concentra­
tion camps, etc.—for 15 years since they 
were grabbed during the 1967 war. And 
the Begin government has made no secret 
that it intends to keep them.

There were, to be sure, the usual ex­
pressions of concern about the “unfor­
tunate incident” at the Temple Mount 
both by Begin and from Washington. 
However, after a Moroccan-sponsored 
UN resolution to condemn Israel, this 
quickly gave way to shrill cries on Begin’s 
part that it was not fair to blame Israel for 
the crimes of a lone, psychotic madman. 
Meanwhile this “deranged” madman 
was being far more candid about what 
had motivated his actions, appearing for 
arraignment without an attorney and 
calmly telling the judge, “It doesn’t mat­
ter. This is a political action, not a legal 
matter.”

In the wake of the mosque incident, 
Palestinian leaders in Jerusalem called 
for a general strike—a call that was 
echoed by King Khalid of Saudi Arabia 
who urged the world’s 700 million 
Moslems to “extend the hand of 
assistance” to the Palestinians. This call 
was honored in varying degrees by 15 of 
the 42 countries that make up the Islamic 
Conference, and by nearly every reaction­
ary regime in the Middle East (with the 
notable exception of Egypt) including 
Jordan and Syria, both of whom have 
themselves engaged in bloody massacres 
of Palestinians and who live in fear of the 
“Palestinian time bomb.” Banks and air­
ports in the oil sheikdoms of the Persian 
Gulf were reported closed and as far 
away as Pakistan and Bangladesh, 
businesses shut down. Notably, however, 
oil continued to be pumped routinely into 
imperialist tankers ail along the Persian 
Gulf.

Indeed, there has never been any shor­
tage of kings, caliphs, sheiks, and other 
such imperialist henchmen who, while 
fearing any real revolutionary struggle on 
the part of the Palestinian people and 
what it portends for their own reac­
tionary rule, nevertheless are forced to 
trade in “support for the Palestinians.” 
However opportunistic and transparent 
such support may be (in just one exam­
ple, Algeria announced a general strike 
lasting all of 15 minutes), the fact is that 
this is necessitated by the widespread sup­
port among the masses in the Middle 
East, Africa and Asia, who take great in­
spiration from the Palestinian struggle. 
This is itself an indication that the 
“Palestinian question” looms as a key 
factor in the Middle East equation which 
no amount of repression has so far been 
able to eliminate.

In what is known as Middle East power 
politics, just about every player with 
“clout”—i.e. an army, a lot of money 
and oil, the backing of a superpower, 
etc.—aspires to be able to play the 
“Palestinian card” to their own advan­
tage. And, of course, this includes a 
variety of bourgeois leadership factions 
within the PLO umbrella itself who 
represent the interests of Syria, Iraq and 
other Arab states, as well as different im­
perialists—with Arafat’s Al Fatah group 
(which has generally leaned toward the 
Soviets white at the same time 
willing to deal with the Western bloc) 
presently in control. Various feelers from 
the U.S. have been, and no doubt will 
continue to be, put out in the future 
about negotiating some form of 
“autonomy” (perhaps a half-baked 
mini-state or some other such scheme) 
with a view to eventually cooling things 
out—although for the moment it is Israeli 
jets that have been unleashed to do the 
talking and a full-scale invasion of 
Lebanon is still very much in the cards in 
hopes of severely weakening the Pales­
tinian position among other purposes.

What is clear, however, is that given 
the revolutionary initiative of the 
Palestinian masses, any imperialist 
redrawing of borders or stepped up 
repression won’t fundamentally rid them 
of the spectre which always seems to rise . 
like the proverbial phoenix from the 
ashes of its supposed destruction. In the 
sight of masked Palestinian youths dart­
ing from the alleyways of the West Bank 
and Gaza, stones in hand, and in the 
smell of gasoline and burning tires, it is 
apparent that what is on the agenda for 
the Middle East is violent upheavals, 
shocks and convulsions in the coming 
period. And in all this, the imperialists, 
along with their lackeys, are well aware 
that the struggle of the Palestinian people 
is a wild card that can profoundly alter 
the outcome of the game. [J

Once again it is being demonstrated 
that whatever imperialist solutions are 
posed and imposed upon the complex 
and volatile situation in the Middle East, 
they have run smack up against one 
powerful and profoundly disconcerting 
force—the struggle of the Palestinian 
people. In the past weeks, mass disor­
ders—which began with the Israeli 
dissolution of the town council in El 
Bireh on the West Bank in March—have 
grown in intensity and continued to rock 
the Israeli-occupied territories on the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip as Pales­
tinians, especially the youth, have gone 
right up in the bared teeth of the clamp­
down, challenging the Israeli security 
forces in hundreds of separate clashes.

The latest wave of resistance was fuel­
ed by yet another outrageous example of 
what the Israelis like to call their “en­
lightened occupation policy.” On Easier 
morning, an Israeli army reservist—who, 
it is clear, has worked hand-in-hand with 
the authorities—entered the Mosque of 
Omar (the Dome of the Rock) on the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem, one of 
Islam’s most sacred shrines, and opened 
fire on Arab worshippers inside. Two 
were killed and dozens more wound­
ed—many critically—in the act which 
was obviously a deliberate provocation 
by Israel. The response was immediate as 
hundreds of angry men, women and 
youth chanting Palestinian national 
slogans roared into the streets, stoning 
Israeli military patrols and injuring a 
number of soldiers in a series of hit and 
run street battles in which troops routine­
ly opened fire, wounding many 
demonstrators. By the next day, the oc­
cupied territories were exploding from 
one end to the other—Nablus, Ramallah, 
Bethlehem, Hebron and Rafah in the 
Gaza Strip—particularly in areas where 
the Palestinian refugee camps are 
located.

Near the West Bank city of Hebron, 
youths constructed barricades across the 
road and pelted Israeli soldiers with 
massive paving stones before being dis­
persed with rifle fire. In Jerusalem, 
dozens of Palestinians were detained 
after rolling burning tires at Israeli troops 
and showering them with stones, injuring 
one soldier. In the Gaza Strip, large-scale 
rioting broke out as (he entire city of 
Rafah (pop. 80,000) had to be placed 
under military curfew by Israeli 
authorities. Youth attacked a military 
station near the Jabaliya camp, seriously 
wounding an Israeli soldier. Israeli 
military vehicles were stoned repeatedly 
from ambushes set up along major 
highways and from behind ingeniously 
constructed barricades—one near Nablus 
consisted of a solid wall of refrigerators.

There were also reports of 
demonstrators attempting to wrest 
weapons from Israeli soldiers and several 
attacks by the masses with grenades or

Rawalpindi, Pakistan, youths demonstrate in support of the Palestinians and 
in opposition to Israel.

Wave of Rebellion 
Sweeps 

West Bank
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Red Flags on the West Bank

An Idaho
Surprise

O.H.

A street scene somewhere in the U.S.A, 
foreign born street vendor displays his 
wares.
In his home country where he had par­
ticipated in May Day, all his former com­
rades are tailed.

To RCP:
Here is a small contribution towards 

building May 1st. I'll try and send more 
later. Idaho may seem isolated from the 
rest of the country in many ways, but a 
few of us here are planning our own little 
surprise for May Day.

All Power to the People!
Yours truly, 

A supporter in Idaho

/W/zzJ Correspondence

This letter came from a Palestinian stu­
dent who is now living in New York City:

Yes we are ahead. Foreign people ac­
cuse us of being refugees, but we cele­
brate on May Day. This is the measure of 
freedom and progress, and it should be 
everywhere. I was extremely astonished 
when I came to the U.S. mainly because I 
read that Labour Day was in September 
and not May. I started to find explana­
tions for that but I could not. All workers 
in all countries celebrate on May First, 
why don’t Americans too? Now I am be­
ginning to learn why.

We did and we do celebrate on May 
First. We are students in the West Bank 
at Bir Zeit University but we celebrate, we 
take the places of the workers, we work 
instead of them that day. They come and 
share with us the pleasure of May Day, 
it's their Day and here is what we once did 
on May Day 1979.

Three nights before, we started to write

the posters to hang them on our school 
walls. Of course we did that secretly and 
at night time because the Israelis as all 
other capitalist societies and govern­
ments do not like Red color, if it was on a 
flag or for writing. So to be sure they will 
not be caught, the students wrote the 
posters in one home every night with Red 
colors. One night before May Day and at 
midnight they went to hang the posters 
on the walls, brochures were distributed 
all around the school, students were pre­
pared for the next day's formula; working 
and taking the places of the school work­
ers, preparing speeches, inviting workers 
and union leaders to meet with us and 
give speeches.

I wish I was there now to join them, but I

No May 1st “Secrets”

Send May Day Reports Right Away!

think it does not matter where to cele­
brate — the most important thing is why 
and, in fact, just to do it, to raise the Red 
flag and say: "Good May Day".

I used to think that Russia was the 
model for revolutionaries. And I was sur­
prised to find revolutionary parties op­
posed to Russia and not taking it as a 
model and exposing it with the other im­
perialists as a new kind of imperialist 
state. Because of this I was happy to join 
here and bring my comrades to May Day. I 
would like to invite all of my brothers and 
sisters in all other countries and socie­
ties to join us on May First.

WE HAVE A WORLD TO WIN

forces to step up our work of creating broad revolutionary public opinion, 
inspiring hundreds of thousands more with the sights and sounds and pro­
found significance of this truly international revolutionary holiday, through 
our revolutionary press.

Sharpen your eyes and ears comrades! Pick up your pens! Send writ­
ten reports, tapes, and photographs right away to the Revolutionary 
Worker. Because of the great importance and difficulty In obtaining news 
of May 1st actions in various countries, those in contact with the revolu­
tionary struggle in other countries should also try to get reports on May 1st 
from these countries. All of these reports, even if they are brief, should be 
sent to the R1V immediately after May 1. In the days and weeks following 
May 1st, we will continue to publish further reports and more detailed in­
formation, including photos, news clippings (both from the revolutionary 
and bourgeois press), cultural materials from other countries, and so on. 
Send all materials to the Revolutionary Worker, Box 3486, Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago, Illinois 60654. Or deliver them to the RCP in your local area 
(see addresses, page 2). Keep in mind that the Post Office is part of the 
bourgeois state apparatus when writing reports and selecting photographs.

Everywhere the red flag Is raised on May 1st, 1982 and during the days 
Immediately leading up to it readers of the Revolutionary Worker must 
seriously take up the task of quickly reporting the historic events that oc­
cur. News of these events from every city and every sphere of society is 
essential for maximum worldwide impact. As Lenin pointed out, an impor­
tant role of the revolutionary press is to insure that revolutionary actions 
do not remain “secret” actions. While in the past two years many reports 
on May 1st have come in right away, there have been more than a few 
cases where important events have not come to light for months. Com­
rades, every May 1st outbreak in every sphere must become part of the 
manifesto in our press. It is crucial that proletarian internationalists take 
the initiative on this front, acting in the interest of our class brothers and 
sisters worldwide. Reports hot on the heels of May Day actions will be key 
in enabling the Party and the masses to sum up the deep chords struck 
among the proletariat and opp.ressed and the broad impact throughout 
society, and, in doing so, deepen our assessment of the strength and in­
fluence of the revolutionary movement. As we have seen in the battles of 
May 1st 1980 and 1981, accounts of May 1st this year will not only enable 
us to assess the situation, but also will further enable the proletarian
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Three Nuclear Activists

Atlanta

April 12th, 1982

A group of youth and a few workers in Aarhus, Denmark.

Greetings from
Denmark to

Anti-Nuke Activists Cast 
Lot With International

To the Black residents living beneath the rusty U.S. iron heel in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where the bourgeoisie has orchestrated the murder of at least 28 Black 
youth and has been engaged in trying to cover up their crimes.

It was the U.S. of A. who bought the Virgin Islands (Danish West Indies) from 
Social-Democratic Denmark — with the population of course ...

Over there inside the base area of the imperialist gangsters now ruling the 
world as well as here, the workers and the youth won’t bow and keep silent any 
longer.

The police in Denmark finds it all right to beat chained prisoners in order to 
“keep law and peace” but the people fight back whenever they are able to do it.

In the streetfights lately rubble and WC-pans were thrown against the police 
and several of them were sent to hospital wounded. People are furious when they 
hear of the huge sums being spent on new police fortress construction and would 
like to have these bastions removed to heaven.

Where there is suppression there will be resistance. We will support your 
rebellion and struggle against our common enemy the overlords everywhere and all 
their flunkeys. We wish you a successful International Workers Day, May 1st 1982.

Til de sorte indbyggere, der lever under den rustne USA jcmhael i Atlanta, 
Georgia, hvor magthavcrne har iscenesat mordene pa ikke mindre end 28 unge 
sorte og har provet at daekke over deres forbrydelser.

Det var USA der kobte de Dansk Vestindiske 0er (Virgin Islands) af det 
socialdemokratiskc Danmark — med befolkning naturligvis.

Derovre i selve baglandet for de imperialistiske gangstere, der nu bestem- 
mer overall i verden, savel som her vil arbejdeme og de unge ikke laengere 
boje sig og holde mund.

Politiet i Danmark finder det helt rigtigt at “holde orden og fred” ved at 
gennemtaeve bagbundne arrestanter, men folk slar igen, nar de kan komme 
afsted med det.

I gadekampene fomylig blev der kastet murbrokker og toilet-kummer im- 
od politiet og Here af dem blev saret og sendt pa hospitaler. Folk set med 
harme pa de store summer der ofres pa nyt politifaestningsbyggeri og ville 
glaede sig over at fa bastioneme sendt til himlen.

Overalt hvor der findes undertrykkelse vil der vaere modstandskamp. Vi 
ststter jeres opror og kampc imod den faelles fjende, overherrene allevegne og 
alle deres medlobere. Vi onsker jer en vellykket Arbejdernes Internationale 1. 
maj-dag 1982.

En gruppe unge og nogle arbcjdere i Arhus, Danmark.

must be taken seriously.
We have tried writing to the Congress folks, petitions, referendums, marches, mass 

education, and non-violent confrontation. All that these methods have shown us is the 
extent to which their “democracy” is a lie and a sham. It is our privileged position in the 
world community that has allowed us to develop the illusion that non-violent action is a 
viable option. We have come to realize that only through the revolutionary overthrow 
of the bourgeoisie (the ruling class) worldwide can we get at the roots of the problems 
that plague the world’s people. Many activists have a deep-seated aversion for violence 
and avoid deepening their understanding of the necessity for revolution because of this. 
We, too, hale and fear violence, but we recognize that attempting to “rise above it” is, 
in fact, allowing the violence perpetrated by the capitalist system to continue uncheck­
ed. We take no pleasure in being forced to use these methods, but the only way to take 
power is to respond in kind to the state’s violent upholding of power through their 
military, police, FBI, CIA, etc.

Many people around the world are already fighting and many more are preparing 
to fight. We see a violent upsurge coming in this country too. It is a direct reaction to the 
horrors that capitalism has wrought. It will come whether or not we take part in it. The 
outcome is what we cannot predict. There is only one direction in which progress can be 
made. That is toward the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat (that is, 
state power in the hands of the working class in the interests of the great majority) with 
the elimination of all classes always held up as the ultimate goal. Those of us who can 
envision a brighter future beyond capitalism must be willing to take part in shaping the 
upsurges ahead. Only class-conscious leadership can insure a positive outcome. There­
fore we cast our lot with international proletarian revolution. May Day is the day to take 
responsibility for these feelings.

MAKE YOUR OWN STATEMENT ON MAY DAY, WE WILL!

Proletariat
This leaflet was written by 3 anti-nuke activists, one of whom volunteered logo to 

New York, Atlanta or Los Angeles. The leaflet was distributed Saturday, April 17, at a 
nuclear freeze demonstration in Seattle, where over 10,000 people marched.

Anti-Nuke Activists On Why We Will Be Out On May Day
May First is the holiday of revolutionaries. May Day is the day when proletarian in­

ternationalists proclaim their commitment to each other. It is a day on which strong 
links can be forged internationally. This May Day in the U .S. can strike a heavy political 
blow against the trend that represents world war in this country — the attempts to whip 
up nationalistic sentiments in the face of increasing economic hardship. We can show 
that there is a strong force for proletarian internationalism here, truly in the belly of the 
beast. This is bound to strengthen revolutionary spirit and struggle around the world. 
We are anti-nuke activists who are writing to say that May Day has taken on great 
significance for us. We are working to build for May Day and one of us has volunteered 
to go to a city targeted by the RCP for the outbreak of international proletarian strug­
gle. Nuclear activists are internationalists because the nature of the problem is interna­
tional. We hate the horror of nuclear accident or aggression being visited on anyone and 
national boundaries do not take precedence over this concern. In other words it’s not 
okay to use them somewhere else as long as our skins are safe. It’s not okay for them to 
exist let alone be used anywhere. This international concern must be translated into 
understanding of the internationalism of communism — that is proletarian interna­
tionalism — for as long as state power anywhere is in the hands of the capitalists, the 
threat of nuclear war will remain. Capitalism is forced to expand because of its own in­
ternal laws, independent of any particular policy. They are preparing for this expansion 
and are preparing to survive it. No matter how absurd this may seem to us, their plans
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Danish youth throw w.c. pans (toilets) out a window onto police.
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Damian Garcia Day, April 22, 1982

"Our Comrade DamiAn Garcia Is Immortal"—ATIF (Federation of Workers from Turkey in Germany)

Statement by Carol Garcia Banner To
The

West Bank
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Statement of Carol Garcia, given April 
22 in Los A ngeles at the memorial ratty at 
the spot of the police assassination of 
Damian Garcia.

On March 20th, two years ago, 
DamiAn raised the red flag over the 
Alamo, with two other revolutionaries. 
And on that day his hatred of oppression 
and exploitation, his desire to eliminate 
imperialism, and his dream to win, liber­
ate and empancipate all mankind and to 
move on to communism raced through 
his veins and was felt worldwide. Damian 
grew up in the projects of San Ber- 
nadino, saw his father denied jobs be­
cause he was a Mexican, was told as a 
child to wear long shirtsleeves so people 
wouldn’t think his elbows were dirty, he 
grew up hating the oppression of Mexi­
can people. He battled and fought to un­
cover the source of this exploitation and 
oppression, and he learned that im­
perialism was the source of all the im- 
miseration and horrors that the masses 
face worldwide, he burned with an even 
greater desire to eliminate it. DamiAn 
wanted to be in the forefront of the strug­
gle, part of the vanguard in changing the 
world, turning it right side up, this is why 
he joined the Revolutionary Communist 
Party, USA.

DamiAn told me of the difficulties of 
getting up the wall of the Alamo, the race 
against time to rip down the Texas flag, 
and the bloody red, white and blue, 
thinking they could not fail to raise the 
red flag—the thought passing through 
his mind that this may be the end, as the 
helicopter hovered overhead with armed 
thugs in it—but knowing every step of 
the way that the red flag of the interna­
tional proletariat had to be planted on 
top of this imperialist monument.

This action on the Alamo was part of 
the battle for May Day 1980 that was al­
ready raging. A challenge had been put 
out and taken up by a significant section 
in this country and a declaration of our 
insurrectionary aim was made on the 
bourgeoisie in a way unprecedented in 
this country and he and thousands like 
him had to play the most advanced role 
possible to carry it through. The rulers of 
this country were desperate to beat back 
the growing momentum and the ad­
vances already won by the proletariat in 
the battle for May Day ’80, which was 
focused up by the actions of DamiAn and 
two other revolutionaries on the Alamo,

and further foreshadowed even more 
powerful blows to their rule on May Day 
itself. They could not have the millions 
that Damian represented, who knew and 
haled imperialism, dreaming what they 
call “impossible,” overthrowing 
them—doing away with their rule, ad­
vancing to communism and taking a ma­
jor leap in preparing to seize this oppor­
tunity. And so two years ago in hopes of 
wiping out the force that was being 
unleashed to take history into their 
hands, they murdered him out of des­
peration, with the intent of causing those 
who had already stepped forward to back 
down and those who were on the verge of 
stepping out to retreat in the battle for 
May Day 1980. Yet on May First, 
thousands across the country marched to 
the fore to raise the red flag of pro­
letarian revolution, in the most determin­
ed and uncompromising manner, declar­
ing their intent to conquer the world. 
And in the last two years the bourgeoisie 
has been forced to continue to attack 
DamiAn, his life and his death. They have 
fought hard to win back what they lost 
when the red flag was raised over the 
Alamo and what was forged on May Day 
1980. They have sent their various 
lackeys out to spread the foulest lies to 
try and win the masses to a summation 
that DamiAn’s life and death was such a 
waste, a tragedy, an unnecessary accident 
that could have been prevented had he 
only stayed in his place, and not dared to 
rise up and fight to win the world.

The fact is that it was an orchestrated 
political assassination by the bourgeoisie, 
that the killers targeted DamiAn and Hay­
den Fisher (who was atop the Alamo with 
DamiAn). The killer said, “You hate the 
government, I am the government. Your 
flag is red, mine is red, while and blue.” 
Others have said it is too bad that he got 
involved with those white people right in 
keeping with their racist crap that Mexi­
cans are nothing more than lazy and 
dumb. Well, why the hell do they have to 
attack him so much if his life and death 
were so meaningless? Why today are they 
threatening the volunteers who have 
come here to help prepare and unleash 
the most internationalist and revolution­
ary activity on May First? This furious 
squealing of the bourgeoisie is another 
desperate attempt to attack and prevent 
the thousands who have stepped forward 
and burn with a rage so radical, so firm, 
to transform society and mankind from

actually stepping out on May Day 1982, 
and putting the stamp of the interna­
tional proletariat across this country; to 
prevent us from commemorating 
DamiAn’s life and death, in the most fit­
ting manner possible, with the conscious 
determination to wipe imperialism off 
the face of the earth, and to do this with 
the vision of the future when the pro­
letariat will consciously run society.

Over the last two years the bourgeoisie 
may have hoped that I would have come 
to “their” senses and seen my place, as 
the grieving widow, who now must stay 
at home and struggle to raise her son and 
find a new way to survive, to find my 
place in the home and go forward to 
build a new life for myself. Well, I’m go­
ing to build a new life, I’m going to pre­
pare and dedicate my life to the day when 
we can destroy and eliminate this 
monstrosity of imperialism, with my 
sights set on the future when there will be 
no class divisions in society, when we will 
be the masters running society, to the day 
when communism will dawn on the 
horizon. Often the lines in the poem 
from the Black man in Atlanta run 
through my blood, “DamiAn Garcia is 
dead. What you gonna do? I’m gonna 
take his place, motherfuckers.” Today is 
a glimpse of what will be unleashed on 
May Day this year as the proletariat con­
sciously- prepares to conquer new ter­
ritory and scale even greater heights and 
is more firmly prepared for the day when 
the international proletariat will seize the 
world. 

In New York on DamiAn Garcia Day, a 
banner was circulated to send to the 
Palestinian people of the West Bank. It 
read “In the Spirit of DamiAn Garcia — 
Revolutionary Solidarity With the 
Palestinian People’s Struggle. Down 
With Imperialism, Zionism and All Reac­
tion.” In the garment district, an Arab 
community and on the Lower East Side, 
people came forward to sign it and add 
their own revolutionary messages. At a 
rally held in Brooklyn across the street 
from a Lebanese restaurant which was 
bombed two weeks ago (two people in 
apartments above were killed in the ensu­
ing fire), Arab youth took up red flags 
and several Palestinians returning from a 
demonstration at the UN stopped, signed 
the banner and invited people to come to 
several Arab social clubs that evening and 
bring May First literature. 

April 22 was DamiAn Garcia Day, a 
day of struggle honoring and carrying 
forward the revolutionary spirit of com­
rade DamiAn Garcia, a member of the 
Revolutionary Communist Party who 
raised the red flag over the Alamo in 1980 
and was murdered a few weeks later by 
police agents in Los Angeles. Reports of 
the day’s activities across the country are 
just reaching the R W as we go to press; 
they will be covered in full in the next 
issue. In Atlanta, large crowds gathered 
at a rapid transit station for revolutionary 
agitation and people stepped forward 
taking up May First in the face of several 
police sweeps. A fierce struggle was wag­
ed with the police for hours in the Mission 
District of San Francisco. On the border 
between the U.S. and Mexico at Ti- 
juana/San Diego, actions also took 
place. There was a day of activity in Los 
Angeles itself, culminating in an evening 
memorial rally in Pico-Aliso Housing 
Project on the spot where DamiAn had 
been murdered two years ago. Once 
again, police agents were active, but their 
efforts were defeated by the masses on 
the spot. Carol Garcia and others ad­
dressed the crowd, (see below) A banner 
was present at the memorial which had 
been signed and sent by a large number of 
workers from Turkey in Germany; it read 
“Our Comrade DamiAn Garcia Is Im­
mortal!” 
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STEPPING UP
STEPPING

OUT

Bob Avakian Speaks to Some Sharp 
Questions Focusing on May First

Because of the importance of the following article to 
May First, we are printing it again this week.

“Why is May First so important? In 1980 there was the call 
for a qualitative leap on May First and then again last year. The 
RCP has summed up that there were qualitative leaps but that 
not everything that was called for happened. So isn’t there a 
danger of burning out the advanced forces by just trying each 
lime to make another leap and making so much hang on just this 
one day. May First. Can you just keep doing the same thing over 
and over — and what good does that do after awhile?’’

What is being called for is a continuation in the same 
direction, but it is not “the same thing over and over.” It 
is not the same thing as last year, or the year before. Just 
as those had to be and were real leaps forward, there is 
again a pressing need for yet another leap. This is an im­
portant part of what we call “coming from behind to 
make revolution” and doing everything for the world 
proletarian revolution. Political preparation must be ac­
tive preparation, and especially in periods like the one we 
are entering, this means racing — and leaping at key 
points — to catch up with the acceleration of world 
events.

May First is not “just this one day.” It is much more. 
May First is a concentration point in the overall world­
wide confrontation between the new and the old forces in 
society fighting for the world’s destiny — nothing less. 
When we say it must be a day of celebration appropriate 
to the most revolutionary force in history, the pro­
letariat, that it must be a festival of the oppressed in 
struggle, we mean just that. It must be an exclamation 
point as well as a concentration point of preparing for 
revolutionary situations where they don’t yet exist and 
fighting in unity with revolutions where they are under­
way. This is the historic meaning of May First.

In recent history in the U.S. we ourselves have done 
much to revive and strengthen that meaning: it is in large 
part because the advanced have seized the initiative that 
it has come to stand for this and is recognized as such, by 
friends and enemies alike. It is looked to as a test by both 
sides — and by many still on the sidelines. This is good, 
very good, but it is also a great challenge. A challenge to 
keep making leaps, and finding new ways to make new 
leaps, carrying more forces along, sweeping them into 
political battle and the political preparation for revolu­
tion, strengthening the resolve and daring of the convinc­
ed, firing the imagination and giving conviction to the 
hesitating, striking panic and paralysis into the enemies 
and those that might support them.

Above all, as the Call for May First stresses, it must be 
a living manifesto of proletarian internationalism. This 
is an all-important point that has been further developed 
and strengthened even since May First last year. The 
whole day and everything surrounding it and building up 
to it must be infused with this.

Imagine: there are actually many, many people in the 
world who still do not know that there are angry slaves in 
the U.S.A., oppressed masses who are sick and tired of 
oppression and are determined to put an end to it — not 
just their own but all oppression, in fact the whole system 
of imperialism and the very division of society into 
classes! This gives an even sharper picture of the shock 
waves truly sent throughout the world by an interna­
tionalist May First powerful enough to put its political 
stamp on key focal points in the U.S. and the country as a

Continued on page 8

and especially at key points. To not make preparation in 
this way has the same meaning and the same effect as to 
not fight when the real deal goes down. It is no different 
than throwing away the chance when it finally does 
come. And it will lead to doing just that.

"What good will it do, what difference will it 
make... This, in a sense, is the most basic, or most 
general, question that is raised by people we are calling 
on to make a leap. Whether the immediate focus is why 
play a more active role in wielding our party’s newspaper 
and related political work, why join the party itself or 
why break out and help break others loose on May First, 
this is a question that comes up especially from the more 
politically advanced, who agree that the society, the 
world need to be sprung into the air and radically chang­
ed from bottom to top and that only a revolution could 
do this. It is not surprising that this question is posed 
(what good.. .what difference...?) because it reflects 
the fact that stepping up means stepping out: stepping up 
work and struggle for a radical change, stepping up prep­
aration for revolution, means taking a vanguard posi­
tion. It means pulling a lot on the line and throwing 
down the challenge to friends and enemies alike, to 
broader masses and to the ruling classes. So this question 
is bound to come up over and over again and to pose it­
self very sharply at each point where a leap forward — or 
backward — is what’s at stake.

To answer this question is itself to liberate more forces 
to make the decisive leaps called for. To answer it re­
quires arming people, especially the advanced, with a 
scientific and living understanding of society and the 
world and the process of changing them. A basic part of 
this is to go deeply and from all sides into our party’s 
analysis of the objective situation in the world, its trend 
of development and the prospects this holds: the height­
ening and “gathering together” of the contradictions of 
the imperialist system on a world scale, the growing 
tendency toward world war between the rival imperialist 
blocs, the upsurge of revolutionary struggles in the world 
and the heightened possibilities for revolutionary ad­
vance, including perhaps even the chance for the revolu­
tionary seizure of power by the proletariat in the U.S., 
turning it into a base area for world revolution. Together 
with this, an important aspect of arming people political­
ly is to give them a clear understanding of the situation in 
the revolutionary movement — in the U.S. and interna­
tionally — and the struggle to strengthen the revolu­
tionary communist, proletarian internationalist pole 
within this.

But it is also very important to address the question — 
what good will it do, what difference will it make? — by 
focusing on particular problems and particular examples 
that concentrate how all this is presenting itself in a press­
ing way in terms of immediate tasks and their relation to 
more general goals and principles. This, with May First 
right before us, is what I am going to try to do in the rest 
of this article.

In a revolutionary situation the conflicts within the 
ruling class and the enemy camp generally become 
especially acute, the suffering of the oppressed is inten­
sified and broad strata of the population are drawn into 
political life by the development of crisis and the actions 
of the upper classes themselves. The whole society is con­
vulsed in upheavals. Things are “driven to extremes” 
and the essential relations stand out. The “middle 
ground” is cut out from under the middle forces — be­
tween the basic revolutionary masses and the ruling class 
— and they tend to swing back and forth from one camp 
to the other depending on the relative strengths of the 
basic forces in opposition and the twists and turns of the 
battle. It becomes more possible to discredit and isolate 
the vacillators, compromisers and opportunisers, 
through the back and forth zig-zag of events and the 
systematic and intense work of the advanced forces. In 
one form or another, or often in a combination of forms, 
the struggle assumes its highest expression — the armed 
struggle for political power — during the course of which 
the class-conscious proletariat led by its vanguard party, 
if it is to prevail, must win over the necessary forces to its 
banner and make the necessary alliances and tactical 
maneuvers, without compromising basic principle.

If you want to get a glimpse of how this possibility 
haunts the class-conscious imperialists and how they 
sense that a revolutionary vanguard can have influence 
far beyond its own numbers, especially in a period when 
society is being rocked by protest and rebellion by many 
different forces that have come into motion, check out 
Henry Kissinger’s barely controlled hysteria about this as 
seen in Time magazine’s excerpts from his latest book 
(Years of Upheaval, Time, March 8, this year). Kiss­
inger’s view is perverted by bourgeois prejudice and im­
perialist gangster logic, of course, but he could sense the 
danger of a revolutionary force even then. The “years of 
upheaval” he is referring to (the early ’70s, coming off 
the ’60s eruptions) were not yet a revolutionary situation 
in the U.S. Even though they certainly did shake the em­
pire, they were nothing like the upheaval, in the whole 
world, that’s now boiling up — and that’s just the point. 
So let’s learn from our enemy and not write off the 
possibilities for revolution when we are entering one of 
those rare times when revolutionary possibilities become 
concentrated and magnified.

But, again, revolutions can’t be made — and they 
definitely cannot be won — without preparation. Mao 
Tsetung made that point about the Chinese revolution. 
He said: “We prepared for many years in order to seize 
power in the whole country, the whole of the anti­
Japanese War constituted a preparation.” That war was 
a turning point in winning the masses to their banner. In 
a situation like the U.S. today lhe preparation for revolu­
tion is essentially political, preparing minds and organiz­
ing forces. The Revolutionary Worker is the key weapon 
now, the hub of all that political work. It is central in lay­
ing the basis to wage and win the future revolutionary 
civil war whenever the conditions do ripen for such a 
struggle. But it is also vital that the gathering political ar­
my of the proletarian revolution take lhe field in mass ac­
tion, especially in relation to crucial events and ques­
tions. Those who do see what’s going on and that a 
revolution is needed — and are learning just what kind of 
revolution that means — have the responsibility to raise 
that banner and rally forth and bust loose others like 
themselves and still others who are just beginning to raise 
their heads and ask lhe most dangerous questions for a 
slave to ask: “ Why? ’ ’ and ‘ ‘Do things have to be like this 
... is there another way?"

If we want to win, we have to maximize our strength 
and conquer new political positions at every opportunity

“There are only a small number of us who can see what's go­
ing on and agree that we need a revolution. We’ll never get 
enough people together, and anyway they’re too powerful, so 
what’s the point of a minority of us putting ourselves out there 
for some political action when most people aren’t ready to come 
along? If you ever do get enough people together and lhe time 
comes when we can get it on and what people do can really make 
a difference, then I’ll be there... ”

A revolution can only be made when there is a revolu­
tionary situation. But in a real sense it is also “made” for 
a whole period leading up to that.
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“Why is it necessary to put so much into opposing other 
forces that also say that they are against the present system? 
Even if you say they are revisionists and so on, why not unite 
with everybody you can to make a more powerful force against 
what everyone agrees is a very powerful enemy?’’

Stepping Out
Continued from page 7
whole. A May First carried out in conscious and openly 
expressed unity with others in many different countries 
taking the same stand and reaching across seas and con­
tinents to realize that revolutionary unity. Think of the 
effect of such internationalist May First struggle on peo­
ple and events in El Salvador, in Iran — or in Poland, in 
Afghanistan — and multiply that many times over. It’s 
not just that it will give encouragement and support to 
the people rising up; it will also give inspiration and 
strength to those among the struggling people who are 
fighting for a really all-the-way revolutionary orienta­
tion, a revolutionary communist, proletarian interna­
tionalist line, against the line of compromise with im­
perialism — or at most the switching from one im­
perialist camp to another — that is peddled as the only 
"realistic" course by pro-Sovict revisionists or pro- 
Western reformists.

“But how realistic is what you’re calling for — carrying out 
(hat all-the-way revolutionary orientation, that revolutionary 
communist, proletarian internationalist line, either in countries 
like El Salvador or in countries like the U.S.? And beyond the 
general principle of proletarian internationalism and suppor­
ting people wherever they are fighting against oppression, what 
are the real connections between these different kinds of strug­
gles in different countries?”

That depends on what you’re fighting for. If we are 
out to completely change the world, all the way to 
eliminating the division of society into classes every­
where, then only a revolutionary communist, proletarian 
internationalist line can lead us to finally do that, and it is 
therefore the only “realistic” line in that sense. On the 
other hand, if all you want to do is preserve the old world 
and the old order, maybe just change some of the faces 
and names, change some of the forms but leave the same 
basic content, leave all the same basic relations of ex­
ploitation and oppression, all the plunder and wars of 
conquest, all the degrading and backward ideas that go 
with this — if that’s all you want to do, then one kind of 
pro-imperialist line or another, in particular a revisionist 
or reformist one, is the only “realistic” choice. Of 
course, that revolutionary communist, proletarian inter­
nationalist line means no short cuts. But since all those 
short cuts are short cuts back to the same misery and hor­
ror and only serve to prolong it, maybe we are better off 
without them.

To take a sharp example of this, and of the real con­
nections between the different kinds of struggles in dif­
ferent countries, let’s look at El Salvador. It is often 
argued that in a small and backward country like that, 
right in the “backyard” of U.S. imperialism, it is im­
possible to make a revolution without the help of other 
powerful forces, in particular the “fraternal assistance” 
of the Soviet Union and its friends, like Cuba. In fact, 
that same argument has been made for years about Cuba 
itself and Castro has followed that logic in turning Cuba 
into a neo-colony of Soviet social-imperialism. But what 
about this argument?

It is definitely true that, in El Salvador for example, it 
is not easy to wage a revolutionary struggle against U.S. 
imperialism and its local gorillas without relying on the 
Soviet Union and its imperialist “socialist camp.” In the 
more short-term and narrow sense, it is no doubt harder 
to carry out a revolutionary communist, proletarian in­
ternationalist line than it is to compromise fundamental 
revolutionary principles and depend on one imperialist 
power to fight another under the guise of “socialism” — 
or “democracy” or some other mask. But this takes us 
back to the basic question: what are you trying to do, 
what is the vision we are guided by and the goal we are 
fighting for?

Here something Lenin wrote in connection with the 
1905 Revolution in Russia comes to mind. That revolu­
tion was defeated, and from the beginning it was pro­
bably clear to Lenin that it did not stand a good chance of 
succeeding. But in answering those sniveling traitors who 
whined that the workers “should not have taken to 
arms” Lenin quoted Marx at the time of the Paris Com­
mune, the first revolutionary struggle where the pro­
letariat itself seized power: “World history would indeed 
be very easy to make, if the struggle were taken up only 
on condition of infallibly favorable chances.” Although 
the Paris Commune was brutally crushed after only a 
brief, but brilliant, existence, Lenin noted that what 
Marx “valued above everything else was that the work­
ing class heroically and self-sacrificingly took the in­
itiative in making world history. .. .Marx was also able 
to appreciate that there are moments in history when a 
desperate struggle of the masses even in a hopeless cause 
is essential for the further schooling of these masses and 
their training for the next struggle.”

But this kind of struggle is certainly not hopeless, 
looking to the next period of years especially. The im­
perialists will be stretched to the limit and, unless revolu­
tionary advances prevent it first, the imperialist powers 
will be putting it all on the line, one bloc against the 
other, in a devastating war. In such circumstances many 
different “weak links” in the imperialist system will 
emerge and may well be shattered by revolutionary ac­
tion, now here, now there. Even where attempts at this 
may be crushed temporarily, if this kind of revolutionary 
struggle is waged, guided by this line, there can be the 
“further schooling of these masses and their training for 
the next struggle” ■— and perhaps for victory the next 
time, as did happen in Russia not that long after 1905. 
And from the standpoint of the international proletariat

It is necessary to unite all who can be united. A revolu­
tion can only be made like that, and key focal points 
preparing for revolution, such as May First, must be 
built that way too. It is crucial to unite with many dif­
ferent people and types of forces, so long as they are 
mainly opposing imperialism and reaction and are con­
tributing to the struggle against them. We cannot unite 
only with people whose ideas on every question are the 
same as ours down the line; we must unite even with peo­
ple who have different ideas, even some wrong ideas or 
mistaken notions about how to carry forward the strug­
gle and even what the final goal of the struggle is. But, 
while we can and should learn from others, we cannot 
unite with wrong ideas and mistaken notions, we cannot 
promote illusions — we have to struggle against them.

And we certainly cannot unite with a whole worked- 
out, systematic line and program that is bound to lead 
the struggle into the arms of the enemy in one form or 
another. Nor can we unite with people and forces who 
stubbornly insist that such an opportunist line dominate 
in the struggle. That we must fiercely combat. The con­
frontation between these different lines and tendencies is 
an extremely important part of not only exposing the op­
portunists but of concretely training people involved in 
or awakening to political life and above all the advanced, 
revolutionary-minded among them.

This will be very sharply posed, and increasingly so, in 
the period ahead. The deepening of the imperialist crisis, 
the necessities faced by the imperialists and the reac­
tionary forces dependent on them, the intensifying con­
tradictions among them of various kinds, on a world 
scale and in different countries — all this is calling dif­
ferent forces into motion. The U.S. is no exception to 
this. There is not only the RCP and the revolutionary 
communist, proletarian internationalist banner in the 
field. There are many opportunist as well as many honest 
forces of opposition taking to action, and there is a 
general trend, especially among forces taking their in­
spiration — and in some cases their direct leadership_
from sections of the ruling class, of trying to make the 
dividing line “Reagan vs. anti-Reagan.” In large part, 
there is a conscious design behind this, to keep the in­
evitable protest and rebellion within safe and controlled 
limits, to use it for leverage in the in-fighting within the 
ruling class and to ready a "liberal alternative” (whether 
Kennedy, Mondale or some other) that might be brought 
forward to suck up as much of the discontent as possible 
and direct it toward the same imperialist ends, in par­
ticular the waging of world war under the banner of

democracy and patriotism. This cannot and will not go 

UnThcr°e arc many honest people and forces who oppose, 
who hate, many of the evils that U.S. imperialism 
perpetrates in the world but who do not yet undys'and 
(or who would subjectively like not to believe) that this s 
because of the very nature of imperialism and the par­
ticular necessity faced by U.S. imperialism. Some ot 
these forces who fell paralyzed and disoriented in the 
'70s see the '80s as a challenge to oppose “Reagantsm 
and revive their hopes and a movement of some kind to 
fulfill their dream of “making America live up to its pro­
mise.” There arc others who are demoralized or in­
timidated by “the rise of the right” yet many of them arc 
drawn almost despite themselves into some form of pro­
test or opposition.

There are yet others who do want desperately to see the 
U.S. empire defeated and destroyed at long last. Some of ■ 
these see the '80s as a time when somehow this will come 
to pass, perhaps as part of an apocalyptic convulsion of 
the world ushering in a new era, or returning things to a 
better time, before the rise of European society, 
capitalism and imperialism. But most of these still do not 
have a vision of the road forward all the way not only to 
the destruction and elimination of the imperialist system 
as a whole but its replacement by a completely new form 
of society, communism, finally forged on the basis ot 
uprooting every form of oppression, privilege, plunder 
and exploitation — and the basis for the division of 
society into classes. Then, besides, there are today the 
vast majority of people who still have not awakened to 
political life or serious political thought but who will be 
jolted awake by the momentous events in the years to 
come. Winning over, or at least winning to “friendly 
neutrality,” as many of these different forces as possible 
while isolating the die-hard defenders of the system and 
its crimes will be decisive for the possibility of revolution 
in the U.S. and to contribute the most in all cir­
cumstances to the revolutionary struggle world-wide.

All this makes it even more clear why it is crucial right 
now for the pole of revolutionary communism, pro­
letarian internationalism to be as powerful as possible 
and to attract increasing force through the swirl and 
upheaval of the period ahead, in preparation to make the 
greatest gains when things do come fully to a head. Here 
again stand out the meaning and importance of May 
First, as a concentration of all that.

and the struggle for a communist world, how much more 
important, how much more inspiring, how much more 
rich in lessons, how much more of a call to the barricades 
would be such a struggle, even if it should be defeated in 
the short run in a particular country.

Here, along with the basic principles of proletarian in­
ternationalism and the basic, vital links between all 
revolutionary struggles throughout the world, the par­
ticular connections stand out between revolutionary 
struggle in a country like El Salvador and a country like 
the U.S. I have heard that there are as many as 300,000 
Salvadorans now residing in the U.S. Undoubtedly large 
numbers of them are supporters in one way or another of 
the struggle in El Salvador, and a smaller but still very 
significant number are actively involved in such support.

Think of the importance of spreading the influence of 
the revolutionary communist, proletarian interna­
tionalist line among them. Think of how people armed 
with this line — including those who go back to El 
Salvador at some point — could have a powerful in­
fluence on the course of the struggle in El Salvador and 
of the “struggle within the struggle” over what line and 
orientation to follow. It is no exaggeration to say that the 
effect of this alone would be spread and multiplied in all 
parts of the world, strengthening the revolutionary 
movement in general and the forces fighting for this kind 
of line in particular. As part of this, think of the tremen­
dous impact with which this would in turn react back 
within the U.S. and its effect on the development and the 
direction of the revolutionary movement there.

Who has more “right” than people such as this to 
fight against imperialism, wherever imperialism forces 
them to be. Besides the truth that in the most basic sense 
the world is the decisive arena in the struggle against im­
perialism and for the achievement of communism, let us 
never forget that the defeat of imperialism even in its own 
citadels is not the concern or the task of the proletariat in 
these citadels alone but of the international proletariat. 
The revolutionary struggles in the countries dominated 
by imperialism and the active role of masses driven from 
those countries into the imperialist citadels are both 
tremendous forces contributing to and vital for revolu­
tion in those citadels as well as world-wide. All this is an 
expression of what the May First Call means when it 
speaks of “a red flame burning in the oppressed nations 
of the world and stirring even in the central fortresses of 
the imperialist countries themselves, with the decisive 
link being the revolutionary role and leadership of the 
class-conscious proletariat in every country.”

May First must be a concentration of this, too. But 
that means there must not only be exposure of and strug­
gle against the open enemies but against the hidden and 
disguised ones as well. May First must be a battle not on­
ly to raise up the red flag but a battle for the red flag.

“For several years now the RCP has talked about the 1980s as 
a decade of war and revolution. It does seem that the danger of 
world war is growing and there are more people in the streets 
protesting and so on, but maybe things will be more like the 
’60s: there won’t be a world war but just wars against liberation 
struggles, like in El Salvador, and some kind of anti-war move­
ment and a new upsurge in the struggle of Black people and 
other oppressed peoples in the U.S. And in any case the 
possibility of revolution in the U.S. still seems a small and far- 
off possibility.”

The 1980s will not be a replay of the ’60s. El Salvador, 
for example, is not “a new Vietnam.” Although there 
are similarities, what is more important are the dif­
ferences — especially the existence of the profound inter­
national crisis of the imperialist system and in particular 
the sharpening rivalry between the two imperialist blocs. 
This puts such things as the struggle in El Salvador — or 
Poland, or Afghanistan, or Iran, or Ireland, or the 
rebellions in England ... — in a very different context. 
The stakes are a lot higher. What can be won — or lost — 
is that much greater, and therefore so are the challenges.

The view of the 1980s as a decade of war and revolu­
tion is based on a deep and all-around analysis of 
developments in the world. When we talk about how the 
contradictions of the imperialist system are coming to a 
head and approaching an explosion on a world scale, we 
mean just that.

This means world war — unless it is prevented by 
revolution, which is a real possibility and one to be 
urgently worked for. But one way or the other, the world 
will witness tremendous eruptions in this decade and will 
emerge from it radically different than it is now. And, 
among other monumental changes, it is certainly possi­
ble that there will no longer be a United States of 
America.

As lbe frosPec! of revolution in (what is now) the 
JSA itself, given everything that such an analysis 
reveals, it is certainly a real possibility, though it is not a 
certainty that a revolutionary situation will develop in 
. % 'n lbe nexl Per'°d or that the revolution will suc­
ceed if such a situation does ripen. But it is toward that 
end, and to be prepared to seize the opportunity 
whenever it does arise, that our work and struggle must 
now be directed. Even more than that, however, it is a 
certainty that revolutionary situations and revolutionary 
upsurges will arise repeatedly, in many different parts of 
the world That has already been a phenomenon of the 
X SHVTrn years a"d h is bound 10 intensify in the years 
ahead. The possibilities for great advances to be made by 
„'l!"'er?al,on‘!1 pro,elarial are very real and place 
evervu,h emands On the Class-conscious proletariat 
everywhere.
a JwhTih We Can Say: In ,he us- as well as the world 

abolish « l r he ^or'd-historic struggle of this era to 
ty °nto s S aVery and lhe very division of socie- 
somethinocu d Sjavemasters, in any form. That is 
dream of8 K 'n 3 previous historical eras could only
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Banners from the

This picture of their house was sent to the RW by the squatters of Charlottenburg.

Squatters of 
Charlottenburg

On Wednesday, April 28:

Rebel Youth, Take the Lead All Over

Night in the East Village, NYC. An agitator is arrested and a crowd confronts the 
police. As 5 or 6 cop cars roll up a group of punks take up red flags and RWs.

proclaimed on banners hung from the 
balconies of their houses. One that was 
made for a demonstration in December 
after the military coup in Poland reads: 
“Rebellion in East and West, Smash the 
Warsaw Pact and the NATO-Pest!”

This First of May has a particular 
meaning for the squatters here. April 
30th marks the first anniversary of their 
occupation of an empty apartment build­
ing in Charlottenburg, and the fact that it 
is the eve of May Day has moved a num­
ber of people to organize an internation­
alist block party in one of the district’s 
“renovation zones.” In order to pull off 
this festival, people here have contacted 
other revolutionary-minded squatters, 
anarchists and groups of immigrant 
workers and students, and are also hop­
ing to form some sort of revolutionary

bloc to challenge the official social- 
democratic and trade union march on 
May First itself.

So when a couple of revolutionaries 
from the U.S. showed up at the front 
door of one of the occupied houses in this 
district with calls asking for exchange of 
news, banners, leaflets, etc, for and after 
May Day with the masses in the U.S., 
many of the 60 rebel dwellers in this 
3-house occupation quickly caught on to 
and welcomed the internationalist note 
that had knocked at the door. En­
thusiastic discussion was held about the 
significance of May Day, the plans being 
made in the States and in Berlin, the anti­
war movement, Poland, El Salvador, 
Turkey and briefly about anarchism and 
Marxism-Leninism. Plans were made 
with a revolutionary from ATIF (Federa­
tion of Workers from Turkey in Ger­
many) for him and other comrades to 
perform a revolutionary play in Turkish 
at the block party and also to arrange for 
some singers and dancers from Turkey 
for this event.

The thought that on this weekend there 
would be an exchange with people in the 
States and that it would be possible to 
receive both information and messages in 
the form of banners, posters, etc. was 
something new for most of the people at

this house — who are mainly in their 
teens and 20s. But as one sister said, “It's 
a very good idea.” Others added that 
they needed more communication with 
revolutionaries in the U.S. because they 
don’t know much about what is going on 
in the States, and greeted a suggestion to 
send them back issues of the RW which 
they promised to read. Still other people 
dashed off to their rooms to find things 
that could be sent. One brother came 
back with two pictures of the outside of 
the house so that people in the U.S. could 
see what their struggle was all about. 
Another came back with some T-shirts 
that they had made for last fall’s 
TUWAT campaign (a Berlin slang term 
meaning “Do Something”) when the 
squatters pul out a call all over Europe 
for people to come to Berlin to counter 
the city’s intentions of moving against the 
movement at that time.

Then together with two other brothers 
the visitors were given a tour of the house 
to see what they had renovated of the old 
building. In one room there were pictures 
of Marx and the anarchist Bakunin hang­
ing opposite each other, on two facing 
walls. When one of the visitors asked if 
that was not a contradiction, the anar-

Cominued on page 19

. As a key launching point for breakouts on April 30 and 
tor May First itself, the Revolutionary Communist Party 
is calling for Wednesday, April 28 to be a day on which 
rebel youth jump to the forefront everywhere. Hit the 
schools like a red twister, but don’t stop there. The 
factories and projects and other concentrations of 
proletarians need some pushing, too. As Mao Tsetung 
said, “When young people grasp a truth they are 
invincible and old people cannot compete with them" or 
as Bob Avakian said, “Let the youth be in the forefront 
and let the old people not be far behind.”

To do what has to be done on May First and April 30 
requires preparation. On April 28, revolutionary youth 
should help prepare the way.

West Berlin. April, 1982. As you head in 
a generally westward direction from the 
Kreuzberg district that borders on the 
Berlin Wall, past Checkpoint Charlie and 
the city’s center, you get to the old work­
ing class neighborhood of Charlotten­
burg. Here, as in Kreuzberg, you cannot 
help but notice the rebellious spirit and 
general disrespect for bourgeois socie.y 
that is in the air. The youth out on the 
streets, the concentrations of workers 
from Turkey and other countries, and the 
banners and flags hanging from houses 
that have been occupied by squatters — 
all these have become familiar sights in 
Berlin today.

Since the violent street battles that 
erupted in Kreuzberg in December 1980 
when the city fathers ordered their goons 
in green to move against the 20 or more 
houses that were occupied at the time, the 
squatters’ movement has grown enor­
mously and spread to other parts of the 
city. In this part of Charlottenburg there 
are now 13 occupied houses. The rebel 
squatters who have occupied large apart­
ment buildings here have also brought a 
vital spirit of internationalism to this old 
working class area, which had been zoned 
off by the city planners and left to rot un­
til an infusion of capital would “restore” 
the area for commercial development and 
high-rent apartment buildings.

Revolutionary minded squatters from 
Charlottenburg marched in last year’s 
anti-Haig demonstrations, in numerous 
El Salvador support actions, and in 
demonstrations proclaiming their soli­
darity with the Polish people after the mi-. 
litary takeover in December. As one 
anarchist living in one of the occupied 
houses in this district put it, when asked 
how he viewed his struggle against the city 
fathers in relation to what’s going on in 
the world: “Our struggle is against every­
thing rotten about this whole damn sys­
tem ” Another brother added, “The 
more trouble and rebellion we make, and 
this on a world scale, the tougher it’s 
going to make it for the rulers m both 
East and West to get people tn line for 
war and for campaigns against the people 
of the third world.” And such feelings are 
not kept behind closed doors, but are
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Leaps. Major developments in nature and society are generally 
marked by great leaps. In the last two years this has been seen 
around May Day—even on May First itself. This is another way in 
which May First is indeed an embryo and a school of future insur­
rections and of revolutionary struggle on a world scale.

In last week’s RIV, in calling for putting the stamp of the inter­
national proletariat on New York, Atlanta and Los Angeles, the 
call was also made for actions mounting throughout the last week 
of April, culminating on April 30 and May 1st. May Day has 
already been a battle fought and growing over weeks with key 
punctuation points along the way—and this will be true in a con­
centrated way in this last week.

Outbreaks beget outbreaks. In fact, it is especially in this way 
that May First will grow, and its numbers will multiply in this last 
week of preparation. Of course, there will be preparation that will 
be quiet—proletarians plotting their ways of piercing the old order 
and fighting to bring alive the new. But the results should be far 
from quiet. This will culminate on the 30th and especially May 
First, and should also be expressed in timely ways in the days 
before. In fact, where serious preparation is being made, such 
struggle is inevitable since the enemy will attack; and beyond this, 
timely revolutionary offensives can set a tone.

In this way, forces can and will multiply in the course of toe-to- 
toe struggle with the enemy. Offensives in one factory, school, ci­
ty, or sphere of society can become fuel for new revolutionary fires 
in other places. No revolution has ever developed in a quiet or 
gradual way—and May First won’t either. On the scene of the 
political battle itself forces can leap ahead geometrically and the at­
tacks by the enemy turned into rocks he has dropped on his own 
feet. And as such, outbreaks contribute to the electrical crackling 
in the political atmosphere, new outbreaks can occur in different 
places, in different spheres, even in different countries as the news 
spreads. Many unexpected things can and do develop. 
Understanding and acting on this is part of grasping what is said in 
the Call to May First about throwing off “deceptively simple but 
thoroughly wrong arithmetic” for the “revolutionary calculus of 
Leninism.”

Carrying out the work of May Day means grasping, as Mao put 
it, that revolutionaries can create favorable new conditions 
through struggle. Even the First itself, as a battle which must and 
will extend in various ways all day and all nite, can be one of those 
times when the revolutionary forces fight, are pushed back, and 
then surge ahead many times stronger and more numerous than 
before. This is the higher mathematics required in today’s 
world—with May Day a living equation. 
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April 24, 1965

Uprising in
Santo Domingo

Dominican Youth Testifies at War Crimes Tribunal

A Great Lesson, 
An Historic Crossroads

The following testimony was given by a 
Dominican youth at the New York hear­
ings of the Mass Proletarian War Crimes 
Tribunal Against U.S. Imperialism:

refusing to vote for U.S.-initiated sanc­
tions against Cuba in the OAS. Some of 
his reforms stepped on the toes of Ameri­
can business interests. He failed to prose­
cute the repression of the "communist 
threat” seriously enough. Kennedy was 
"disappointed.” The State Department 
"soured.” The U.S. embassy in Santo 
Domingo cabled its “reservations.” 
Many bourgeois Dominicans were “alie­
nated.” Bosch lasted seven months and 
then was overthrown in a “bloodless” 
coup that was not discouraged by the 
U.S. Bosch removed himself to Puerto 
Rico.

The leftist parties in the Dominican Re­
public had not supported Bosch, general­
ly denouncing him as a U.S. puppet. But 
with the anti-Bosch coup and the re­
establishment of military dictatorship, 
the largest of the revolutionary groups, 
the I4th of June Movement (U4), deter­
mined to go over to guerrilla warfare on 
the “focoist” model. The attempt, which 
suffered from problems of preparation 
and execution as well as in principle, did 
not prove successful; and many 1J4 cadre 
were murdered by the regime. But the 
struggle to mount armed guerrilla war 
against the regime, despite the swift col­
lapse of the effort and the heavy losses 
sustained, nevertheless struck a chord 
among many who were becoming alive to 
the prospects and problems of revolu­
tion.

Throughout 1964 and into 1965, Bosch 
from his vantage point in exile at Rio Pie- 
dras, and his supporters within the Domi­
nican military, built a systematic con­
spiracy modeled on the trinitarian sys­
tem, "... that is, a cellular organization. 
Each member had to win three new con­
verts to the cause. The procedure was 
nearly always the same: member X would 
approach an officer or non-commission­
ed officer who was his friend. The con­
versation, general at first, eventually 
turned, as if by chance, to the political si­
tuation in the country. Then, if his inter­
locutor seemed ripe, X would make an 
overture: ‘by the way, I and a group of 
friends ... ’ but he would never reveal the 
names of his co-conspirators, so as not to

On April 28,1965, the U.S. embassy in 
Santo Domingo, the Dominican Repub­
lic, was approaching a state of clammy 
hysteria. The “Loyalist” generals who 
had pledged to drown the Dominican up­
rising in blood had failed, and an infec­
tious panic had swept their ranks and was 
seeping through the embassy walls. At 
1:43 p.m., Ambassador Bennett cabled 
Washington:

“The issue here now is a fight between 
Castro-type elements and those who op­
pose. I do not wish to be over-dramatic 
but we should be clear as to the situation

At the White House, McGeorge Bun­
dy, Lyndon Johnson’s national security 
advisor, hastily authorized the delivery of 
U.S. military communications gear re­
quested by the “Loyalist” leader, Gene­
ral Elias Wessin y Wessin.

But 50 sets of walkie-talkies, the Loyal­
ists insisted, were not quite all that was re­
quired to crush the revolt. At 2:00 in the 
afternoon, a Loyalist representative call­
ed the embassy to request “1200 U.S. 
Marines to help restore order.”

In the streets of Santo Domingo, for 
the first time in their history the people 
had guns. They had successfully resisted 
the air force bombing of the city, and 
repulsed the Loyalist tanks and infan­
try at the battle of Duarte Bridge. Ironi­
cally, many of the original leaders of the 
revolt — “Constitutionalist” officers in­
tent on restoring exiled president Juan 
Bosch to power — had betrayed the rebel­
lion or sought asylum in neutral embas­
sies; and the masses, who were to have 
played strictly the role of the “grateful 
multitude” in a bloodless gentlemen’s 
coup, suddenly found themselves con­
fronted with revolutionary opportunities 
and very pressing problems. Full of deter­
mination they were attempting to impro­
vise on-the-spot organization and leader­
ship to mount an offensive against the 
Loyalist junta.

The man in whose name the Constitu­
tionalists had mounted their coup on 
April 24, the popular bourgeois liberal 
Juan Bosch, remained in Puerto Rico, his 
bags still packed, waiting for things to

Comrades, friends all, companions, 
good afternoon to all. It is a special mo­
ment to denounce the aggressions of 
North American imperialism in our 
country. We live in a world in which class 
contradictions are sharpening. Already 
the contradictions of imperialist 
capitalism necessarily permit that the 
contradictions have to take place in an in­
ternational and not national setting.

We have nothing written. But, yes, we 
have the experience, we have the 
necessary knowledge to reflect on the 
situation of our people.

In 1916 the first U.S. intervention 
lakes place in the Dominican Republic. It 
was precisely the epoch in which im-

smooth themselves out before making the 
triumphant return to Santo Domingo.

Bosch’s party, the Dominican Revolu­
tionary Party (PRD), was nominally the 
political leadership of the Constitutional­
ist revolt. The PRD leadership had, of 
course, never anticipated that the “gen­
tlemen’s coup” would turn into a mass 
uprising and certainly not that the people 
would break into police stations and arm 
themselves. Ambassador Bennett and the 
American embassy country team under­
stood this about the PRD. On the after­
noon of April 28, the embassy was franti­
cally trying to find a credible PRD “lead­
er” who had not yet fled to try to restore 
control. Finally, the CIA kidnapped the 
PRD Secretary General, Antonio Marti­
nez Francisco, who was in hiding in the 
Mexican embassy. At gunpoint, a CIA 
agent and a Loyalist colonel drove Fran­
cisco to the Loyalist headquarters at San 
Isidro. Within minutes, the shaking PRD 
leader was addressing the people over the 
Loyalist radio station — “of his own free 
will and without the least coercion” — to 
declare “that the revolution had been 
sidetracked from its goals” and to plead 
with the militants to lay down their arms.

There is no indication that Francisco’s 
plea had any appreciable impact.

At 5:16 p.m., the following cable click­
ed out in the White House Situation 
Room where Bundy and his colleagues 
had set up shop:

“Critic, critic, critic, regret report 
situation deteriorating rapidly. San Isidro 
pilits (sic) tired and discouraged. (Police 
Chief) Despradel says cannot control si­
tuation. MAAJ chief went to San Isidro, 
found Belisario Peguero there in an hys­
terical mood, urging ‘retreat.’ Number of 
officers weeping. Benoit requests U.S. 
troops formally. The country team is 
unanimous that the time has come to land 
the Marines. American lives are in dan­
ger. Proposes Marine beachhead at Am- 
bajador Hotel. If Washington wishes, 
they can be landed for the purpose of pro­
tecting evacuation of American citizens. I 
recommend immediate landing.”

At 6:53 p.m., in what Washington de­
scribed as a “humanitarian intervention,”

perialism was on the rise, that is to say, it 
was growing on a world scale. In the 
epoch that the commander Vladimir Il­
yich Lenin developed his main work on 
imperialism, Imperialism, the Highest 
Stage of Capitalism.

At that time it was necessary to impose 
themselves on the world to allow the 
reproduction of international capital. 
But even though the consciousness of the 
people was not so developed, the suffer­
ing, the backward condition of our peo­
ple gave rise to the desire to begin a 
revolutionary struggle which would not 
end, nor can it end until we have become 
liberated from imperialism. Men, 
women, children, old peopleconscious of 
the necessity to liberate our people in in­
dependent ways rose up in arms and from 
the countryside to the city and from the 
city to the countryside rose voices of 
liberty, clamoring for not only popular 
insurrection but also popular triumph.

The contradictions of imperialism con-

the first contingent of 500 Marines landed 
on the shores of Santo Domingo.

The plan for a Constitutionalist coup 
to restore the exiled Juan Bosch to the 
presidency had hardly envisioned a con­
frontation with the U.S. Marines; rather, 
the planners, including Bosch himself, 
considered the likelihood of U.S. ac­
quiescence — even if reluctant, and forc­
ed by a fait accompli — as the key ingre­
dient that made everything else gel.
The Coming and Going of Juan Bosch

Juan Bosch, highly respected in liberal 
intellectual circles throughout Latin 
America and a well known novelist, had 
figured heavily in the plans of the Kenne­
dy administration of the United States to 
turn the Dominican Republic into a 
“showcase for democracy in the Carib­
bean.” Castro’s Cuban revolution was 
still in its infancy, yet it was already in­
spiring emulators throughout the hemi­
sphere. The fall of the U.S.-backed tyrant 
in Cuba, Fulgencio Batista, appeared to 
the State Department as a grave foresha­
dowing of worse “disasters” to come. A 
frenzy of schemes for reform and “con­
cern for democracy” churned out of 
Washington. The Alliance for Progress 
was trumpeted with great fanfare. Then 
on May 30, 1961 the process of the “de­
mocratization” of the Dominican Re­
public was begun: at the behest of the 
United States, the long-time dictator Tru­
jillo, for over 30.years America’s faithful 
dog, was assassinated.

In December 1962, in accordance with 
the wishes of the United States, the first 
elections anybody can remember were 
held in the Dominican Republic. Juan 
Bosch, the darling of the U.S. imperial­
ists’ “liberal” element, swept the elec­
tions after a charismatic and populist 
campaign which captured the enthusiasm 
of both the urban and rural poor. “Here 
is the chance,” brimmed the Washington 
Post, “to demonstrate freedom’s alterna­
tive to the police state reforms in Cuba.” 
President Kennedy made clear his sup­
port for the Bosch regime.

But things didn’t work out. Bosch was 
a bit too independent in foreign policy,

tinned to sharpen up on a world scale. 
But, not until 1965 does the second direct 
intervention by the U.S. lake place. We 
all know that the first North American in­
tervention in 1916 brought, as a result, a 
military dictatorship for 31 years, headed 
by Trujillo. The same imperialism 
assassinated Trujillo when he tried to 
carry out, not a policy of nationalization, 
but of the self-concentration of capital. 
In other words, to concentrate great 
power in his own hands.

Nonetheless, the masses were able to 
take advantage of these circumstances 
and initiate mobilizations of protest and 
to at least liberate themselves temporarily 
from a bloody oppressive dictatorship 
which allowed no movement of the 
popular masses.

In 1963, two years after the death of 
Trujillo, elections were held in the coun­
try. The elections were won by the PRD 
(Dominican Revolutionary Party) which 
at that time was headed up by Juan

Bosch. The program of this party con­
sisted in reforms within a bourgeois or 
capitalist context. However, it had within 
its midst. I’m referring to that party, a 
great concentration of the popular 
masses who foresaw in that party a rise of 
the class struggle and to at least liberate 
themselves in a minimum way of the 
anguishes from which they suffered.

In effect, it won the elections. It didn’t 
last seven months when it was defeated by 
North American imperialism. North 
American imperialism still didn’t believe 
in people or in parties who had not com­
mitted themselves to it, since their capital 
in a certain way could be threatened. 
That was the judgment of capitalism at 
that moment.

At that moment, when the government 
of Juan Bosch is defeated, a military dic­
tatorship that drowns the people in blood 
is put in power. Bitt the contradictions 
were still present. Two years later, in 
1965, the class struggle sharpened.

That was the moment when a small 
group of the PRD and the armed forces 
put forward the necessity of looking fora 
negotiated solution and permit the return 
to power of Juan Bosch. However, the 
military junta directed by Ronald Reed 
Cabral as well as the U.S nbassy did 
not agree to this. Interna iations 
broke down indefinitely. It .is then that 
the first bellicose act took place within the 
armed forces. This is exactly when the
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Armed insurrection in Dominican Republic, May, 1965.

letariat is not yet formed. Yes, there are 
various revolutionary organizations, but 
yet without the capacity, without the 
necessary potential to confront im­
perialism and the Dominican capitalist 
class in all spheres.

Today, all national liberation strug­
gles, every struggle upholding the 
transformation of society is associated 
with two things — the struggle between 
the two imperialisms and the struggle 
against capitalism. Everyone knows that 
the people struggle. The exploited of this 
period fight for economic equality, for 
social equality. But for that it is necessary 
to destroy all the scaffolding erected by 
the capitalist system all over the world, all 
the scaffolding built by the exploiters of 
our peoples and in a continuous process 
obtain what the classics had defined as a 
classless society. That is to say, it is a pro­
cess that goes from the struggle of our 
people up to what we could call com­
munism.

To conclude my presentation, I want to 
say the following: If the Dominican 
revolutionary movement does not under­
stand the historic crossroads in which we 
are enveloped and seriously gets itself 
together to organize the people, necessari­
ly, the suffering, the interventions of the 
U.S., the penetration of international 
capital — that is to say the aggressions of 
the capitalist world will continue in our 
country. [J

ship, as did the 1J4. The 2 groups shared 
a sympathy for Cuba and opposition to 
“Soviet-style” socialism. There were 
some efforts to work out plans for united 
action between these two groups. But it 
appears that among the revolutionary 
forces generally, there was a tendency to 
discount the possibility that a concerted 
“Constitutionalist” revolt might trigger 
a political crisis that could usher in wide- 
ranging freedom for revolutionary ac­
tion. Although 1J4 leaders were inform­
ed of the conspiracy from various sour­
ces, they concluded that the plot was en­
tirely under the direction of the CIA, and 
that it was not to be taken seriously.

According to the published reminis­
cences of people active in the events, on 
the 21st of April, only three days before 
the Constitutionalist revolt kicked off, 
members of the Provisional Central 
Executive Committee (CECP) of the 1J4 
were briefed on the conspiracy by “sym­
pathizers within the Bosch’s Dominican 
Revolutionary Party (PRD), but attach­
ed no importance to it ... somebody 
muttered that ‘whoever pays attention to 
the rumors of a golpe (coup) has nothing

the triumvirate in their support of the 
military coup. Waves of people surged 
through the streets of the capital shouting 
‘Viva la Libertad’ ... thousands of the 
capital’s slum dwellers headed in the di­
rection of the presidential palace.”

The police, the notorious Cascos Blan­
cos (white helmets — the riot police), did 
not attempt to quell the demonstrations. 
Not that they were part of the conspiracy; 
they simply knew better than to challenge 
the people in their present mood.

Radio Santo Domingo TV was occu­
pied by Constitutionalists at 3:00 in the 
afternoon. “They invited the people to 
take to the streets to celebrate ‘the return 
to liberty, to constitutionality, to democ­
racy.’” But within an hour, the TV sta­
tion was retaken by Loyalist forces.

This setback brought on a sudden wave 
of demoralization. According to the 
diary of an eyewitness:

“The police, on orders from a colonel, 
seized the microphones and broadcast a 
declaration denying the existence of a 
coup d’etat ... by around 4:30, the po­
lice had already moved in and begun to

Continued on page 16

else to do ... ’ Everybody agreed.” The 
CECP “was preoccupied with the inter­
nal and ideological struggle .... The na­
tional political situation was not on the 
agenda.”

By mid-April, however, the Boschist 
conspiracy was beyond the stage of a “ru­
mor. ” Hundreds of key officers in strate­
gic units had already committed them­
selves to revolt. When the leader of the 
military triumvirate, Reid Cabral, got 
wind of the impending coup and began a 
belated wave of arrests, the conspirators 
turned around and arrested those who 
came to arrest them.

April 24
At 1:30 p.m. on April 24, the Constitu­

tionalist rebels broadcast an appeal to the 
populists to take to the streets in support 
of “the group of honest officers” who 
had acted in defense of the 1963 Constitu­
tion and President Juan Bosch.

An account of the time describes the re­
sponse:

“Within minutes the streets were 
swarming with crowds shouting, seeth­
ing, exulting, united in their opposition to

They were involved in negotiations 
behind the backs of the popular armed 
movement.

The PRD, I he parly direct ing the move­
ment in spite of the growing participation 
of the left organizations, was a party of 
bourgeois reformist character. For that 
reason it had no program beyond that of 
reform. That was the principal contradic­
tion between the bourgeoisie and the 
popular masses. It was the moment-in 
which the revolutionary movement would 
understand that if it did not create a pro­
letarian organization capable of confron­
ting capitalism, any armed insurrection 
would lead to failure.

Five thousand people, Dominicans, 
died in that violent struggle. Despite the 
deaths, a great lesson remains from that 
epic. Only by creating truly revolutionary 
organizations committed to the interests 
of the working class, conscious of the 
historic mission of the proletariat on a 
world scale, that is to say, organizations 
conscious that only the total social revolu­
tion can truly liberate us, is it possible to 
lake up the struggle until the end.

As we’ve seen, two big North American 
interventions or two big military interven­
tions by the U.S. have penetrated our 
country and we still have not been able to 
liberate ourselves from them. The for­
ward battle continues. It continues and 
continues but the organization called for­
ward to carry out the mission of the pro­

struggle sharpened and the capital city 
was occupied by the armed masses. The 
city was divided into two: a liberated or 
constitutionalist zone and another zone 
where the forces of military reaction and 
North American imperialism were con­
centrated.

Resistance in the capital was quite 
widespread. But unfortunately the 
countryside had not participated directly 
in the confrontation between the people 
against North American imperialism and 
the exploiting classes. As the days pro­
gressed the constitutionalist movement 
and the people had to radicalize their 
position. In other words to have a strong 
anti-imperialist position of non­
negotiation. There was no longer place 
for negotiation. There was only room for 
confrontation to achieve triumph.

We can say then that from April 24, 
1965, April 28 when the intervention by 
the Interamerican Peace Force (Fl P) con­
trolled by the U.S. to September, the 
revolutionary process took three months. 
The forty-two thousand military person­
nel who intervened drowned our people in 
blood. And since the armed struggle of 
the masses was not so strong, the masses 
were unfortunately defeated militarily. 
Nonetheless, it was (he crucial moment to 
understand that the bourgeoisie of our 
country also did not have the capacity to 
confront imperialism. For it was they who 
began negotiating from April 24 till July.

endanger the entire movement in case he 
was denounced.”

A minority of the Constitutionalist 
conspirators, younger officers with “left­
ist” leanings, made a few tentative over­
tures to the 1J4 during this period, seek­
ing to enlist their support and offering 
them the chance to “get in on the ground 
floor.” But the 1J4, which was militantly 
pro-Castro while maintaining an attitude 
of hostility towards the Soviet Union, 
was not interested in tailing a movement 
to restore Bosch, whom they viewed as a 
U.S. puppet. The pro-Soviet Partido So- 
cialista Popular (PSP), however, an­
nounced in a manifiesto of 16 March 
1965 that “only the democratic way lies 
open: reestablishment of the popular will 
.... To reach that goal, we must adopt 
the slogan of the RETURN OF PRESI­
DENT JUAN BOSCH TO THE HEAD 
OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL GOV­
ERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC.”

The Movimiento Popular Dominicano 
(MPD), which by 1964 had begun to align 
itself with the Communist Party of China 
in the polemics against Khrushchevite re­
visionism, repudiated Boschist leader­

people become aware of the previous 
negotiations and the organized groups 
begin to mobilize, organize and begin to 
form working class institutions.

Then, on April 24, the first act of what 
we can call the beginning of what would 
be “La Guerra Patria” of April (“April 
Homeland War”). The people pour into 
the streets in protests and begin to 
organize what were called Commandos, 
which practically was the insitulion that 
represented the masses in armed struggle. 
Various organized groups would form 
military academies, which were directed 
by the revolutionaries of that period. A 
relationship would begin to develop be­
tween these military academy comman­
dos and the progressives in the military.

The military dictatorship of Donald 
Reid Cabral was defeated. But seeing the 
threat of the popular forces who were on 
their way towards victory, but no longer 
simply of bourgeois or reformist charac­
ter, North American imperialism through, 
the OAS formed what was called the 
Interamerican Peace Force where Latin 
American armies would intervene militar­
ily in the Dominican Republic, supposed­
ly to protect the lives of North Americans 
and other foreigners there. In reality, 
what was being defended was U.S. capital 
and the capital of the other imperialist 
powers located in our country.

At that time, the class struggles, the 
mobilizations of the masses, the armed
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San Francisco Docks

The Captain
Goes Down

With His Flag
S’

Shaking hands while leaving the ship.

more

Chinese Sailors Agree: 
Long Live Chiang Ching!

by ordering the water hose turned on the 
invaders and ordered “Get off my ship.” 
A revolutionary shot back, “Get this, 
captain, this is not your ship now. This is 
liberated territory.” And then—well this 
hose must have been hard to handle, for it 
somehow broke loose and turned itself 
back right on the captain, who scampered 
away soaking wet locking himself in his 
room. This was a real turning point. Sud­
denly the old order and authority had 
broken down, and just as suddenly the 
white sailors stopped fighting.

Heated debate broke out. The sailors 
saw war coming, but not the possibility to 
turn it around through revolution. From 
defending “my ship,” they had come 
around to at least seeing the importance 
of thrashing out some of the questions we 
raised. By the time the police arrived on 
the scene it was clear the sailors did not 
want to be on their side. As we began to 
leave the ship, one sailor who had been 
throwing blows at us shook our hand and 
said, “We should be on the same side, not 
against each other.” There was no ques­
tion the old order had broken down, not

Significant action took place on that 
same day on a ship from the People’s 
Republic of China. A guard was diverted 
while several revolutionaries- ran a 
quarter of a mile onto the ship. On the 
second deck, agitation in Chinese rang 
out as stacks of Chinese RWs and other 
literature passed into the hands of the 
sailors. More sailors came up to see what 
was going down — obviously this was not 
the America lhat Deng & Co. speak so 
glowingly of. Soon everyone had May 
Day leaflets and were opening up the 
Chinese R H's. A revolutionary pointed to 
the picture of Chiang Ching inside the 
RW and said in Chinese, “Long Live 
Chiang Ching." A sailor responded with 
“Long Live” in Chinese. The sailor's 
clearly dug the red flags that were being 
taped up on the ship. When the revolu­
tionaries started singing the Interna­
tionale, most of the sailors stood in a line 
and joined in. Some knew the words by 
heart, while others clustered in threes and 
fours around the R W that had the words 
to the song in Chinese.

The May Day contingent moved onto 
the next deck to reach more sailors. Some 
from the first group joined the revolu­
tionaries. One youlh, reading the article, 
“Charting the Uncharted Course” in­
tently, followed the group everywhere so 
as nol to miss anything.-Soon everyone 
was again checking out the R W. The agi­
tator spoke of the significance of the ac­
tions on the ships that day as a glimpse of 
the living force of internationalism and 
called on the sailors to break out. Sailors 
from both decks gathered and sang the 
Internationale again. Some of the more 
advanced were handed stacks of litera-

The San Francisco docks, like all porls, 
give a bit of a picture of the world. The 
bourgeoisie likes to give its ships a whole 
kind of chauvinist aura: her majesty’s 
this, and the U.S.’s that, and so on ad 
nauseum. But these same ships and these 
docks can also become, and have become 
at various points in history, contact 
points between proletarians from dif­
ferent nations, and fertile ground for the 
revolutionary internationalism that 
would overthrow the bourgeoisie and im­
perialism’s blood-drenched patriotic 
banners. There were the revolutionary 
French mutineers who refused to help the 
imperialists crush the Russian Revolu- - 
tion, the rebellions of German sailors 
during World War 1, and the “liberated 
ships” of the Spanish sailors in the open­
ing moments of the Spanish Civil War. 
During the ’60s and early ’70s many a 
longshoreman in ports around the world 
watched as Chinese freighters approach­
ed, their bows splashed with enormous 
red internationalist and revolutionary 
slogans. In this tradition, proletarians 
went down to the San Francisco docks on 
April 19th, red flags and literature in 
hand, to put the stamp of the interna­
tional proletariat here as part of building 
for May Day ’82.

We found at the docks a real concen­
tration of world conditions, world 
revolutionary struggles, and the struggle 
for the red flag against revisionism; a bat­
tle spread from ship to ship, culminating 
in a dramatic victory on a ship 
which—for a while—was flying the im­
perialist Union Jack of England, that 
closest of U.S. allies.

In the days preceding, internationalist 
banners had been taken out among 
various forces for people to sign and write 
messages on to be presented to the 
seamen for them to carry around the 
globe. The day before, Sunday, a Chinese 
banner was taken to Chinatown. While 
the agitator spoke a number of Chinese 
people came up to add their names to the 
banner. An Italian revolutionary, hear­
ing the agitator from a block away, rush­
ed up to take stacks of May Day literature 
and sang the Internationale in Italian. 
She wrote on the banner, “The workers 
have no country. Long live world revolu­
tion!”

At dawn, Monday, the revolutionaries 
launched their internationalist “inva­
sion” of ships from different parts of the 
world docked at the piers. On a South 
Korean ship, language was a problem but 
soon red flags were taped up everywhere, 
and the sailors took May Day Calls in 
Japanese and Chinese. In the mess hall on 
a Greek ship, one seaman spoke only 
Greek. When shown the May Day Poster 
the seaman asked in sign language 
whether the revolutionaries wanted to put 
it up in the mess hall. He then taped up 
the poster on the wall, along with the May 
Day Call in Greek. Pointing to the poster, 
he repeatedly exclaimed, “I like, I like.” 
A Pakistani seaman joined in and said, 
“I know that, 1 know May Day.” They 
said the ship was going to India and said 
they would xerox the call to pass out in 
India. A Chilean seaman, exiled in 
Greece since the Pinochet coup, was 
overjoyed to see the revolutionaries and 
wanted to visit the RCP bookstore when 
he got a chance to go ashore. Later on in 
the streets, the revolutionaries met two 
Greek seamen from the ship who were 
very excited about the May Day con­
tingent and in particular liked the stand 
taken against both superpowers. They 
too promised to reproduce more of the 
May Day Calls to distribute. On a Dutch 
ship, the U.S. flag went down into an oil 
slick and the red flag was raised. The 
mainly Indonesian crew took posters and 
leaflets.

Very significant was what took place 
on a ship from the People’s Republic of 
China (see accompanying article). Here, 
nearly all the seamen joined repeatedly in

lure in Chinese, including the Joint Com­
munique and Conquer the World ... to 
take back to their home port, Shanghai, 
as well as stacks of English leaflets. One 
revolutionary went around the ship to 
stash literature in tool boxes and work 
places. When one revolutionary said in 
Chinese, “Deng Xiaoping is a running 
dog,” several heads nodded in agree­
ment. Asked for a group statement, one 
sailor wrote, “Long Live the Unity of (he 
People of the World,” and about ten 
more signatures were added to that. One 
sailor, wanting to give a poster in return, 
took down a poster that pictured a 
worker industriously at work. The revo- ‘ 
lutionaries refused the poster, saying it 
was Deng’s line, and pointed to a May 
Day poster and said this was Mao’s line. 
The two opposing lines came to life, the . 
sailor looked embarrassed. By now red 
flags were all over the ship but no sailor 
was yet holding one. A revolutionary of­
fered a red flag to a sailor who was hesi­
tant, perhaps because of the petty officer 
standing nearby, but another sailor step­
ped right up and took it. As the revolu­
tionaries left the ship, some sailors gave 
the clenched fist.

Even if for a short while, the legacy of 
Mao and revolutionary China, now sup­
pressed by the revisionist rulers, flared up 
into a flame and took command of the 
snip, just as it will someday on a grander 
scale in China. And the actions of the 
Pr°le|arian internationalists outside 
C hma will play no small part in this, as 
Mao pointed out when he said if revi­
sionists take power in China, it will be the 
duty Of revolutionaries worldwide to help 

CLhlncsc People overthrow them. I I

just on the ship but along the waterfront 
as well. Forklifts stopped on the docks 
and longshoremen ceased work and 
gathered around. About 12 Latino 
workers from across the street raised their 
fists and grabbed leaflets. When the cops 
came, this bunch started jeering them, 
calling them “culeros” (butt-fucker in 
Spanish) and shouting “We need a 
bomb, bomb those bastards” and “viva 
la revoluci6n!” One Russian worker who 
stopped by to check out the action told us 
that he had left Russia five years ago to 
gel away from the misery and repression 
but found the very same thing here. 
When the singing of the Internationale 
started he joined in Russian.

In contrast to this, was a voice trying to 
preserve the old and rotten. One older 
longshoreman, who had told us earlier 
he was a reader of the CP’s People’s 
World, agitated, “We’re workers, we 
should be going back to work.” You can 
be sure such types will be out there in the 
future, attempting to drag workers into 
the mire of revisionism. But that day on 
Continued on page 19

singing the Internationale, while the ad­
vanced poured over RCP literature, sign­
ing banners, and crying out in support 
when an agitator said “Long Live Chiang 
Ching!”

While all this was going on, a larger 
group of revolutionaries approached a 
British ship, which was a floating self­
exposure of the empire and what it is ac­
tually founded on. An advance team that 
boarded the ship found that the lower 
strata seamen, all blacks from the Carib­
bean, were literally herded into the 
lowest—and most miserable and 
crowcled—deck of the ship. On the deck 

'above them were quartered the white 
sailors, and above them reigned the of­
ficers. One black sailor told a revolu­
tionary “You’re safe...they never come 
down here!” You could feel the seething 
anger that is even now bursting out in the 
streets of England.

Out on the pier, as people held up 
various banners from the youth, 
feminists, revolutionary artists, the Mis­
sion District, etc., a group of about 20 
revolutionaries dashed onto the ship and 
greeted the first sailor with, “We’re here 
as proletarian internationalists.” One 
revolutionary that went on board 
described the fast-paced action that 
followed:

“First we met only white sailors. At the 
back of the ship the Union Jack was 
dropped and the red flag went up. The 
captain came up and tried to take the 
bullhorn away from the agitator. One 
person had climbed to the upper level 
with the Union Jack and the captain told 
him to bring back the Union Jack down 
here. He said it with authority, you 
know. At this point the first rebellion 
broke out and the Union Jack was 
dumped into the water. Someone took 
out the big American flag we had brought 
to put into a coffin. The captain tried to 
bring down the red flag, but somehow at 
the same time the U.S. flag draped itself 
over his head and then he went down and 
fell into a heap on all this.”

The revolutionaries then brought out a 
coffin and stuffed it with the blood- 
soaked flags of various imperialists—the 
U.S., Soviet, British, Japanese, East and 
West German, French, Italian. The cof­
fin was heaved overboard and disap­
peared into the waters of the Bay.

This “flag ceremony” brought to life 
what May Day and our revolutionary 
communist / proletarian internationalist 
trend was all about. On the docks a large 
group of longshoremen and others who 
had come from other parts of the city let 
out an excited cheer. Said one: “That’s 
when I got a sense of what we were do­
ing-burying the nations.” We were 
fighting not merely for some immediate 
gains but for the future and for all 
mankind. Things got even sharper after 
this.

By this time, a number of the black 
sailors were out on deck checking out the 
action. From the expression on their 
faces, we could see they definitely dug the 
flag dumping. Although they were nol 
yet ready to come to our side in the actual 
fighting, it was also obvious that the cap­
tain was not going to order these sailors to 
attack us. One black guy who had earlier 
said he feared putting his position in 
jeopardy took a red flag and raised his 
fist.

The reaction of the white sailors was 
different. One told us, “I don’t care if 
you do this on the docks, but don’t do it 
on my ship.” The captain, trying 
desperately to restore order, commanded 
the white sailors to block the gangway 
and fighting broke out. This fighting 
went on for some time with the revolu­
tionaries both fighting and agitating at 
the same time. Some of the sailors went 
after the big red flag. In the fierce strug­
gle, the flagpole was broken but the red 
flag never went down.

The captain then stepped up the attack
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Demonstrating Day & Evening
— Performing in the Afternoon ..

Where Will You Be? 
What Will You Be Doing? 
Who Will You Be Serving?

May 1 st 
1982

*This account is taken in part from material 
published in Roxanne Wilke’s Comrade 
Chiang Ching.

3F
Chiang Ching in the revolutionary base area of Yenan during the war of liberation.

were al a high pitch of excitement, and on 
this occasion she remembered watching 
closely movements within the audience. 
Because of the protest nature of the play, 
members of the audience no less than the 
performers themselves, could anticipate 
reprisals. And, in fact, arrests were made 
that afternoon. The actors were forced to 
leave the theater as soon as the final cur­
tain fell, many of them running swiftly to 
join up with other groups of demonstra­
tors.

At the end of another round of 
demonstrating, as everyone dispersed, 
Chiang Ching found herself stranded and 
famished, without money for food or

Incident, it had been decided that pro­
ceeds from this performance would be 
delivered to the workers on strike at the 
British-American Tobacco factory. As 
was customary for the theater, several 
classes of tickets were available — rang­
ing from 20-30C to 5-10 yuan each. A pro­
minent Shanghai educator bought up 
what expensive tickets remained unsold 
to support the troupe and the workers 
cause.

In Chiang Ching’s recollections, the 
memory of that particular performance 
of Babies' Murder was especially vivid. 
Given the nature of the day and its events 
thus far, playgoers and performers alike

transportation. Recalling that a nearby 
restaurant was run by a White Russian 
with liberal sympathies, she went there. 
As she entered, a number of diners who 
had attended the theater that afternoon 
recognized her from her performance, 
and were surprised and relieved to find 
she had not been arrested at the play’s 
end. They commented enthusiastically on 
her acting and on the favorable reputa­
tion she had established through a variety 
of roles.

The proprietor treated Chiang Ching to 
a superb meal, and before long she and 
others were preparing for another round 
ofprotests the following day. 

'nS 
'■.&W

Shanghai of the 1930s. Violent sup­
pression under the Kuomintang’s White 
Terror is prominent among the facts of 
life. Yet more relentless still is the 
resistance and rebellion issuing forth in 
all spheres of life, a subterranean river 
running deep and wide, at times surfacing 
explosively. Events in Shanghai are fram­
ed by the larger events shaking China and 
the world — the partitioning of the city 
itself into foreign spheres of influence 
the parks with signs proclaiming “No 
Dogs or Chinese Allowed,” attest to im­
perialism’s penetration of and designs on 
China. In this city, too, tensions are 
heightened and the heartbeats of revolu­
tionary and progressive people are 
quickened by developments in the south, 
where in Kiangsi Province red base areas 
are being forged among the peasants by 
the Red Army, under the leadership of 
Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Com­
munist Party.

Shanghai itself — a teeming urban city 
exhibiting influences from all over the 
world, its glaring modernity existing side 
by side with the squalor and starvation 
imposed upon its impoverished millions 
— is a particular concentration of the 
contradictions in Chinese life. No area of 
social life is left uncontested — educa­
tion, literature and theater, the woman 
question, morals and even styles of dress, 
all witness intense struggle between the 
old and the new. The Kuomintang, sworn 
to uphold the old, lashes out violently at 
social trends and developments it can 
scarcely understand, much less stop. The 
viciousness of its methods only fuels the 
resentments of proletarians, youth and 
others whose thrust toward the future is 
to prove indefatigable.

This was the Shanghai that Chiang 
Ching, like thousands of other revolu­
tionaries, artists, writers and dramatists 
from outlying areas, was drawn to in the 
early 1930s. Arriving in 1933, trying to 
make contact with the fragmented 
Shanghai Party organization, she joined 
a left-wing drama troupe, taking an ac­
tive role in its theatrical productions and 
educational activities.

In her recollections of the period, as 
are thus far available, * Chiang Ching has 
provided a rich account of the social and 
political turmoil in Shanghai during these 
years. The anniversary of the Mukden In­
cident, marking the September 18, 1931 
Japanese invasion of Manchuria, was at 
that time an especially important occa­
sion for all around revolutionary activity, 
providing one way in which to both gauge 
and accelerate the pulse of revolutionary 
struggle. Having faced numerous obsta­
cles in establishing and maintaining con­
tact with trustworthy Party leaders and 
members, on September 18th Chiang 
Ching joined in the massive street demon­
strations commemorating Mukden. Such 
demonstrations, thoroughly illegal and 
openly defiant of Kuomintang rule, 
demanded rigorous effort by all in com­
bating police surveillance and counter­
attack and resembled successive waves of 
running skirmishes. Joining up with the 
demonstration, Chiang Ching’s conduct 
soon led demonstration leaders to motion 
her to step up and serve as the secret mar­
shal of a column. In this capacity, she was 
asked to pay particular attention to assist­
ing two women workers who had just 
joined the ranks. She was surprised to 
find them better dressed than she. Al­
though she was not expensively dressed, 
her clothing was indeed different from 
that of most women workers. As an ac­
tress and student, she did not maintain 
the “proletarian style.” Yet the other 
demonstrators were not offended by her 
theatrical, even outlandish appearance 
they had chosen her to be their leader.

Matinee of Resistance
That afternoon Chiang Ching played 

in a benefit performance of Babies 
Murder, a drama — adapted from a 
Japanese film — speaking to the issues of 
the time. In observance of the Mukden
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U.S. aircraft may have been used in the 
raids and whether that could violate U.S. 
law.” Hmmm ... where have we heard 
that one before?

All this was, of course, strictly the 
usual grist for public consumption, since 
it has been well known to all and sundry 
that an Israeli attack of one sort or ano­
ther was being prepared for and immi­
nently forthcoming. In fact, the U.S. 
media has been making a special point of 
this for weeks, openly bragging that the 
question of an Israeli strike into Lebanon 
was not a matter of “whether” but 
“when.” Daily articles in the press were 
full of little hints like “Begin noted that 
the Cabinet had made ‘no decision’ about 
an invasion. The U.S. chose to put the 
best interpretation on that carefully hedg­
ed assurance.” But while simultaneously 
preparing public opinion for an Israeli 
“hit job,” U.S. officials were careful to 
emphasize that they expected the Sinai 
withdrawal to come off smoothly (send­
ing a team of U.S. officials headed by 
Deputy Secretary of State Walter Stocssel 
to make sure this would be the case). U.S. 
ambassador to Israel, Samuel Lewis, 
sought to dampen any excessive specula­
tion that a raid might blow it by announc­
ing that Begin “assured me that the Israe­
li cabinet has taken no decision to go into 
Lebanon in any way, shape or form.”

Meanwhile, the stage was carefully be­
ing set for any “impulsive” Israeli beha­
vior. A typical piece in the New York 
Times spoke sadly of Israel’s “terrifying 
sense of loneliness, always the affliction 
of the Jewish people, particularly the bur­
den of their modern nation. Everyone in 
Israel has known for months that the 
final days before the final withdrawal 
would be a time of acute psychological 
stress requiring constant reassurance. 
Now that the time is here, the reassurance 
is lacking.” Poor lonely and neurotic Is­
rael — obviously it needed a good blood­
bath to make itself feel wanted and se­
cure!!

No sooner had the Israeli aerial blitz­
krieg gone down, however, than there 
was suddenly no end of stress-relieving 
U.S. reassurances and psychological in­
tensive care. (Not coincidentally, and 
quite appropriately, it just happened to 
be “National Holocaust Week” — de­
clared by Reagan as a tribute to “the suf­
ferings of the Israeli people.”) One such 
effort, a pre-packaged ABC special — 
Fortress Israel — had obviously been sit­
ting in the can and was quickly dragged 
out on the night of the bombings with 
footage of the air raid spliced in.

Purporting to be an impartial and all­
sided examination of Israeli motivations, 
this hack job was a straight-up tribute to 
Israeli aggression — a real tearjerker 
complete with weeping and wailing, can­
dle-lighting, endless references to the ho­
locaust, etc., etc. It featured such gem­
like commentary as, “Israel, the land of 
deliverance into light and justice, contin­
ues to feel itself alone and on the edge of 
annihilation,” and “a defenseless Jew 
has always been an invitation to a massa­
cre” — all neatly interspersed with De­
fense Minister Ariel Sharon foaming at 
the mouth about his dreams of a “Great­
er Israel,” which he made quite clear 
meant that “We will never give up the 
West Bank.”

And just in case all this might appear a 
bit too rabid, there was appropriate foot­
age of the “real extremists” — the “reli­
gious zealots” of Meir Kahane’s Kach 
movement imported from the U.S. to oc­
cupy the Sinai and threaten suicide if it 
was returned to Egypt — all being duti­
fully removed by the government with 
kid gloves, so Israel could fulfill its 
“painful” international obligations. Per­
haps most intriguing, however, was the 
addle-brained remark of one liberal Is­
raeli woman interviewed, who reminisced 
quite seriously, “There was an Arab 
worker who used to come here and when 
he passed the olive fields he would stop 
and point to them and say ‘Those are 
mine.’ Actually, they belonged to the kib­
butz!”

On April 21, just five days before the 
scheduled turnover of the Sinai to Egypt 
and the much heralded “consummation” 
of the Camp David accords (otherwise 
known as the “Middle East peace pro­
cess”), a force of some 60 Israeli jets 
streaked in for a two-hour air strike over 
wide sections of Lebanon, blasting the 
city of Beirut and surrounding areas and 
reportedly killing 25 to 40 people and 
wounding at least 80 more. According to 
PLO sources, the warplanes zeroed in on 
the townships of Damur, Naameh, Khal- 
de, Aramun and others just south of Bei­
rut where Palestinians are concentrated. 
A Syrian radar installation was also de­
stroyed in the fashionable Beirut suburb 
ofDouha. Dogfights with Syrian MiG jets 
reportedly took place over missile sites in 
the Bekka Valley, and Israeli jets went 
after other targets near Sidon, a major 
Lebanese city 35 miles north of the Israe­
li-Lebanon border. The bombings shat­
tered the Israeli-PLO ceasefire engineer­
ed by the U.S. last July.

The assault came on the heels of renew­
ed Palestinian eruptions in the West Bank 
and Gaza, fueled by the murderous ram­
page of a uniformed Israeli at the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem two weeks ago which 
evoked widespread condemnation of Is­
rael’s continuing occupation of Arab ter­
ritories. The international uproar had 
prompted Israeli Prime Minister Begin to 
scream then that “the forces of black 
reaction perpetrated a blood libel against 
the Jewish people and their homeland 
while the civilized, democratic world 
stood by once again and remained silent.”‘ 
He further wailed that Israel’s enemies 
were “attempting to place an entire na­
tion (sic) in the dock for the crime of one 
mentally ill man.”

Indeed, the good prime minister is 
quite familiar with the impetuous activi­
ties of young, fascist Zionists since he 
himself was the former head of the Irgun, 
an Israeli stormtrooper gang that origi­
nally drove the Palestinians off their land 
in 1948. Back then Begin himself person­
ally commanded the infamous, cold­
blooded massacre of thousands of Pales­
tinian men, women and children at Deir 
Yassin. But why dwell on the “deranged” 
actions of one poor, misguided Israeli 
trooper? What Begin meant was clear: 
We Israelis have state power now and arc 
capable of far more than shooting up a 
mosque or two and killing or wounding 
mere dozens of people! The rest of the 
civilized, democratic world may be forc­
ed to mind their p’s and q’s around here, 
but we civilized and democratic Israelis 
will show them how it’s done. We will 
bomb whole cities, invade whole coun­
tries and butcher entire populations, if 
necessary, to put an end to the terrorist 
threat and protect our “national home­
land” — you know, the one we stole from 
the Palestinians fair and square!

There were, to be sure, the usual flimsy 
justifications for this latest Israeli “de­
fensive action.” As one newspaper put it: 
“An Israeli military communique said 
the attack was in response to several 
‘bloody attacks in recent weeks’ by Pales­
tinian guerrillas on ‘Israeli civilians in 
Israel and in Europe (which) reached a 
climax this morning when a terrorist mine 
killed an Israeli soldier.” What the paper 
neglected to mention was that the Israeli 
soldier referred to above was killed dur­
ing an incursion by Israeli troops into 
southern Lebanon. Truly the last straw 
— how dare anyone “terrorize” a single 
one of our soldiers when we invade their 
territory! And, of course, one Zionist life 
is worth thousands of Palestinians any 
day!

Equally hypocritical were the ritual at­
tempts by the U.S. to pretend that the ac­
tions of its own imperialist junior partner 
and staunchest Middle Eastern ally were, 
as always, a truly stunning surprise. One 
report solemnly noted: “The State De­
partment and the White House said the 
United States is ‘looking into every as­
pect’ of the situation, including whether

Whether or not the U.S. directly order­
ed this particular Israeli strike (Israel, 
after all, has its own interests that it pur­
sues), it was not carried out against U.S. 
wishes generally. It was intended as a 
timely demonstration to the PLO and 
Syria of Israeli intentions. And none of 
this is the least bit inconsistent with the re­
turn of the Sinai to Egypt; in fact, front­
page stories about the raid were featured 
right alongside other, separate stories an­
nouncing that the Israeli cabinet had vot­
ed to complete the turnover after Egyp­
tian assurances that they were reducing 
troop levels in the Sinai, that they would 
cooperate on ending the smuggling of 
weapons to Palestinians through the 
Gaza Strip, that the Israeli claim toTaba, 
where they are building a resort hotel on 
Egyptian land, will be arbitrated, etc. 
Both having to meet these additional Is­
raeli demands for a belter deal in the Sinai 
and the raid itself were undoubtedly an 
embarrassment to Egyptian President 
Mubarak, with the scheduled turnover 
only days away. And certainly it is quite 
appropriate that the continuation of im­
perialist diplomacy should go hand in 
hand with imperialist-approved bomb­
ings in Lebanon.

Likewise, if the desired message to the 
PLO and Syrian forces in Lebanon was 
not clear already, the U.S. media hounds 
reporting the first news of the Israeli raid 
made it even plainer. After featuring an 
Israeli commander who explained that 
the attack on Lebanon had been “delibe­
rately restrained” and was only intended 
as “a warning,” ABC’s Peter Jennings 
reported that U.S. government officials 
were “filled with relief that it was not the 
massive raid that had been expected” and 
went on to point out that “any retaliation 
by the Palestinians could provoke that 
raid into southern Lebanon.” Rubbing 
everyone’s nose in the obvious, ABC an­

chorman Frank Reynolds then mused 
that the U.S. had given “a faint tap on 
the wrist to the parties concerned.” This 
referred to a State Dept, condemnation 
“abhorring the violence on both sides” 
and — get this — urging the PLO to avoid 
any action that might “prolong or esca­
late the violence,” to “exercise self-re­
straint” andjo “restore the ceasefire” in 
Lebanon!

It is difficult to say what precisely the 
Israeli raid augurs for the immediate fu­
ture in the Mideast. A full-scale Israeli in­
vasion of Lebanon sometime soon ap­
pears to bea possibility indeed. And while, 
should this transpire, it would certain­
ly be aimed at decisively weakening the 
PLO, another aspect of such a develop­
ment could be the attempt to further 
wield Israel as an instrument against the 
Soviet-backed Syrian regime in order to 
help persuade Syrian President Assad to 
see the wisdom of getting up off his Soviet 
connection and feeling his way back into 
the Western fold. If anything, however, 
the raid is a portent that contradictions in 
the region are intensifying rapidly and 
that what is in store is more fierce military 
actions and subsequent political adjust­
ments.

Undoubtedly, the U.S. will continue to 
try and forge its “strategic consensus” in 
preparation for war with the Soviets in 
this vital region — with Israel’s military 
might playing the key role in this as bot­
tom-line “persuader” to be reined out 
and leashed in as necessary in the process 
of shaping and molding other U.S. allian­
ces with the rulers of various Arab states. 
As the U.S. imperialists themselves are 
presently speculating, once the Sinai is re­
turned to Egypt, the much vaunted 
“spirit of Camp David” may become, in 
effect, a dead letter — and this could well 
cut more ways than one. 

Santo Domingo
embassy, they believed that the United 
States would be forced to accept the new 
situation. This conviction had been one 
of the axioms of the conspiracy.” Shortly 
after Reid Cabral resigned, a U.S. embas­
sy staffer met with the PRD secretary ge­
neral, Antonio Francisco. The aide 
“warned ... against arming the popu­
lace — calling this a Trojan horse by 
which the communist threat might pene­
trate — and asked for assurances regard­
ing the security of American citizens. But 
he avoided any allusion to the crucial 
problem of the triumvirate’s succession. 
Nor did he pass judgment on the revolt, 
or issue any rebuke over Reid Cabral’s 
overthrow.”

In Puerto Rico, Juan Bosch was pack­
ing his bags. New York Times correspon­
dent Tad Szulc was on hand: “I found 
him in his modest second-floor apart­
ment on 6th Street in the Rio Piedras sec­
tion of San Juan ... the apartment was 
full of Dr. Bosch’s friends and followers, 
members of his Dominican Revolu­
tionary Party. It was a joyful bedlam, 
with the friends embracing the former 
president and congratulating him on 
what seemed to be his victory

“Bosch expected to be able to return to 
the Dominican Republic the next day, 
perhaps even this same night. He was 
awaiting a military aircraft from the 
Dominican Republic to fly him back. It 
was believed it would arrive momentari- 
*y •

But that evening, planes from the 19th 
of November Air Force Base strafed the 
presidential palace. Negotiations had 
deadlocked exactly over the issue of 
Bosch s return. Apart from U.S. opposi- 
n‘u"’tTJnany L°yalist officers had im­
plicated themselves in Bosch’s overthrow 
«,aCCept hls return with equanimity. The 
stage was now set for civil war.

Continued from page 13 
break up the crowd that had formed in 
the streets. The action of the troops, the 
news of the occupation of Radio Santo 
Domingo TV, and the arrest of the an­
nouncers and their companions sowed 
confusion among the populace. Little by 
little the people took refuge in their 
homes. The battle seemed lost. I felt like 
weeping seeing those people, joyous and 
hopeful only a few minutes ago, now 
trudging, downcast, back to their dwell­
ings. I felt the weight of immense suffer­
ing that the nation had accumulated for 
so many years.”

Meanwhile, at the 19th of November 
Air Force Base at the Loyalists’ strong­
hold of San Isidro, nine miles north of the 
capital, General de los Santos saw little 
reason for panic. He decided to get in 
contact with his fellow officers in the in­
surgency and negotiate the matter to 
everybody’s satisfaction. The idea that 
the coup represented anything other than 
a traditional attempt at a redivision of the 
spoils by a group of “have-not” officers 
never occurred to the Loyalists at this 
point. Indeed it had not occurred to the 
majority of the Constitutionalists either 
— and certainly not to their leadership.

The initial evaluation of the U.S. em­
bassy staff was similar; possibly Reid 
Cabral would have to go, and a new mili­
taryjunta be installed that would appease 
the dissident officers. The demand to re­
store Juan Bosch — which neither the 
U.S. nor the Loyalist officers could ac­
cept — was merely window dressing to 
win support from the people in street 
demonstrations.

On January 25, the Constitutionalists 
seized the presidential palace. General de 
los Santos went there to negotiate a 
“peaceful solution.” The Constitutional­
ist leaders were optimistic: “Although 
the leaders of the revolt had no illusions 
about the sympathies of the American
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Uprising in Santo Domingo

Correction
In the article "On the Winds of Revolu­

tion from Istanbul to Berlin” in last 
week’s RW, the following correction 
should be made on page 19 (in the second 
full paragraph of the third column): "Over­
whelmingly proletarians, they are jam­
med into ghettos like the one in the Kreuz­
berg district—the heart of the squatters' 
warfare of the West German youth."

dition, certain groups of Constitutional­
ist officers, moved by the desperation of 
the situation, had been won to a policy of 
arming the people.

“Groups attacked patrols in the streets 
and struck at the first police stations. The 
strategy called for groups of soldiers, 
often led by ‘radical’ non-commissioned 
officers, to direct the attack. Their train­
ing and weapons made them the spear­
head of the action. Behind them stood the 
civilians, some of whom now had fire­
arms but lacked time or the chance to 
learn how to handle them. Others were 
armed more simply with Molotov cock­
tails, iron bars, clubs. One by one the po­
lice stations fell ... hundreds of police­
men fled the various neighborhood police 
stations ... many were cut down in the 
streets, even though some had shed their 
uniforms, vainly hoping to escape recog­
nition.”

On the 27th, the Loyalist forces pre­
pared for the all-out offensive that would 
crush the revolt. The navy had joined the 
Loyalist camp after a brief flirtation with 
Constitutionalism. At noon, Dominican 
warships opened artillery fire on the pre­
sidential palace. The air force carried out 
an hour and a half of steady bombing in 
preparation for General Wessin’s tank 
and infantry advance across the Duarte 
Bridge. Thousands of bodies were strewn 
in the area around the bridge.

The copy for the next day’s edition of 
the New York Times had already been 
written: “The military-civilian revolt 
aimed at restoring former president Juan 
Bosch to power ... collapsed tonight at 
the end of a day of savage fighting.” The 
Washington Post reported that the Loy­
alists “swept into the city with tanks and 
men. ...”

But it never happened. The people 
routed the tanks and troops at Duarte 
Bridge. A participant in these events told 
the Revolutionary Worker-.

“Everyone remembers well the coura­
geous combativeness of those in the con­
frontation of Puerto Duarte. In the con­
frontation, if you were a combatant and 
you had a rifle and you fell from the 
enemy's bullet, and I was unarmed, when 
you fell 1 picked up the rifle to continue 
the battle. There were few arms, but 
many, many people and those who were 
unarmed waited, not in the rear guard, 
but waited for a weapon while throwing 
rocks at the enemy until a comrade fell to 
immediately pick up the rifle and con­
tinue. The rifles never rested because 
there were too many waiting hands to use 
them.”

The Loyalist force was not merely re­
pulsed; its back was broken and its mo­
rale was crushed.

The battle of the Duarte Bridge was 
fought by the people and by rebel troops 
in cooperation; but it was clearly first and 
foremost a victory of the insurgent mass­
es. At this point in the struggle, the ques­
tion of leadership in the revolt was utterly 
up for grabs. At the vanguard existed on­
ly a vacuum — until this vanguard was 
filled by a Constitutionalist officer 
named Col. Caamafio. Caamafio did not 
even arrive at the Duarte until past 5:00 in 
the afternoon, when the decisive phase of 
the battle had already passed; he had until 
then been at the U.S. embassy seeking a 
negotiated solution to the crisis. Caama- 
no was conservative, a former high-rank­
ing officer in the Cascos Blancos. “Three 
days earlier, an open direct collaboration 
between the people in the capital and a 
Caamafio ... would most likely have 
been unthinkable. It was the PRD that, 
by its presence and its identification with 
the revolt, assured the people of the since­
rity of those officers who suddenly pro­
claimed themselves ‘Constitutionalists.’ 
Now there was no longer a PRD to speak 
of, even if PRD masses swarmed in the 
streets. Bosch was still the leader and 
symbol of the revolt, but he was in Puerto 
Rico. ...”

Caamaflo’s chief assets were his expe­
rience and military ability, which won 
him respect as a competent leader in a 
movement searching for a leader. Caa­
mafio swiftly organized and capitalized 
on the success at Duarte Bridge, moving 
to seize the garrison of the Fortazeza with 
its 4,000 rifles.

But the Marines had already landed. 
Within ten days, 23,000 U.S. troops 
would have arrived to crush the Domini­
can uprising by force of arms. The Duar­
te Bridge, which the masses had defended 
against the Loyalist troops at the cost of 
thousands of lives, was finally seized on 
April 30 by troops of the 82nd Airborne 
Division. They “proceeded to secure an 
area of several blocks on its western ap­
proach, that is, in rebel Santo Domingo. 
Their superior firepower gave them a 
decisive edge, but unexpected resistance 
slowed their advance.”

The rebel population of Santo Domin­
go continued to dig in. While the U.S. 
made a show of engaging in “reason­
able” negotiations with “respectable” 
Constitutionalist leaders, on the 14th of 
May the real work of extirpating the 
revolution in the barrios of Santo Domin­
go began.

The operation, Operation Limpiaza, 
began in the northern barrios of the city. 
Two thousand Loyalist troops organized 
and equipped by the U.S. with tanks, 
cannon, and walkie-talkies moved 
through the slum districts block by block, 
massacring all who resisted — and many 
did resist. U.S. troops blocked those 
Constitutionalists who still held down­
town Santo Domingo from assisting the 
barrios with arms or aid of any kind. U.S. 
Marines were prominent in advising the 
troops carrying out this carnage. “They 
never surrendered,” admitted one Loyal­
ist officer who participated, “they fought 
with the courage and determination we 
lacked. It was only natural: they were 
fighting for something; we, only for our 
pay.”

A Dominican comrade who was 14 
years old at the time of the uprising wrote 
to the R W about what it was like:

“My parents kept me naked fora while 
because they knew I was dying to join the 
revolution. I ran away from the house, 
got some money and ended up going into 
the heavy shit.

“I was excited and nervous when I saw 
people putting their lives on the line to 
kick the Yankees out of the country. I 
didn’t think of anything but to do what 
we had to do — fight the Yankee aggres­
sor. We had organized ourselves into 
Commando Revolutionary Squads. On 
each command, there were 15 people for 
one rifle; people who wanted to do any­
thing to free themselves.

“There were people from all over the 
country concentrated in Ciudad Nueva 
— the main business area of the capital ci­
ty — and people from all strata: workers, 
students, intellectuals, military and 
women. There were people from Haiti 
who fought the Yankees — and many 
Haitians even gave their lives for the 
struggle of the Dominican people. ...

“We had a clandestine radio which was 
the main way to keep the masses inform­
ed of the situation. There were pro-Mao 
groups — by the way, that was when I 
first saw the famous Red Book and heard 
about Chairman Mao. Finally by Sep­
tember, the Boschist leaders came up 
with a ‘fake’ agreement with the OAS 
which recognized a provisional govern­
ment, and therefore, we were supposed to 
give up all our weapons, dismantle our 
commando squads — just give it all up!

“In fact, it was right after this happen­
ed that a lot of brothers and sisters were 
murdered. The military, aided by the 
U.S. government through the CIA, start­
ed a huge campaign to kill our best 
revolutionaries. A lot of us left the coun­
try — not knowing what to do next 1 end­
ed up in the U.S. and here 1 became class­
conscious. But like 1 said in the begin­
ning, it was sixteen years ago that the peo­
ple of Santo Domingo had begun to drag 
the bloody imperialists to the garbage can 
of history.” !J

Continued from page 16

The Mass Armed Struggle
During the 24th and 25th, the parties 

professing revolutionary programs strug­
gled to gain an orientation. Despite the 
advanced warnings discussed earlier, the 
Constitutionalist revolt had taken them 
by surprise. Leading members were scat­
tered around the country.

The revisionist PSP, ironically, was 
not thrown for as much of a loop as the 
1J4 or the MPD because it had already 
decided to tail Boschism anyway. Thus 
the Central Committee determined fairly 
quickly to adopt a course of seeking to 
“democratize” the coup while not chal­
lenging or diverting its political aims in 
any way. The PSP was able to move into 
action fairly quickly, plastering the walls 
of the capital with posters urging “Arms 
to the People — PSP.” The revisionists 
thus staked out a left-sounding slogan of 
their own — while never suffering the 
dreaded disease of “alienation from the 
majority,” because the slogan “Arms to 
the People” was at that moment a very 
popular slogan indeed in Santo Domin­
go.

The 1J4 organization majority initially 
clung to their assessment of the military 
revolt as a CIA plot. It was not a CIA 
plot, though it assuredly was a bourgeois 
conspiracy — but this was not the main 
issue anyway. The issue was whether or 
not the political crisis and the political 
mobilization of the masses offered op­
portunities for the revolutionary forces 
which must be seized. But the CECP of 
1J4 lost important hours in agonizing 
over this question. It was not until the 
26th that the U4went into action:

“The first steps ... in their concep­
tion, if not in their details, were like those 
taken by the central committee of the 
PSP a few hours earlier; the same pre­
occupation inspired them. The city was 
divided into several zones, each headed 
by a CECP member (‘zone chief’) sup­
ported by a group of cadre. The chief was 
responsible for ‘organizing’ the zone. His 
main job was to ‘rouse and direct the 
masses’ in his sector so that, under the 
prodding of the 1J4 activists, the people 
would cease to be the blind executants of 
the PRD’s will and would demand the 
‘democratization’ of the revolt.” Thus, 
under the spontaneous pressure of 
events, the I JR found itself politically 
tailing the Boschists after all.

The MPD also initially adopted the at-' 
titude of “standing aside from events” 
until the strafing of the presidential 
palace and the evident onset of civil war. 
Once the initial paralysis had worn off, 
all the revolutionary forces threw them­
selves into the battle with zeal — but the 
lack of political and organizational pre­
paration for this “sudden and unexpect­
ed” crisis took its toll.

The Constitutionalist leaders, in their 
broadcast instructions to the masses, call­
ed on the people to engage in massive, 
peaceful demonstrations. But there were 
what are commonly referred to by bour­
geois historians as “excesses” on the part 
of the masses from the start. The offices 
of right-wing parties were sacked and 
burned. But all accounts agree that there 
was remarkably little random vandalism. 
Indeed, the overwhelming bulk of the 
masses’ activity seemed focused neither 
on vandalism nor on revenge, but directly 
on the procurement of arms.

The masses of Santo Domingo — a 
population of 400,000 — were suddenly 
hurtling through decades of political 
evolution in days, even hours. The typical 
resident of the barrios — a teenager 
whose family had fled from the country­
side within the past ten years, crammed 
with the rest of the family into a dirt floor 
hut, kept illiterate by virtue of deliberate 
government policy, and unemploye , 
now found himself cradling a su 
machine gun and wrestling with the poli­
tical crosscurrents of a Constitutions 
revolt that was threatening to blow into a 
full-fledged revolutionary crisis. Mao­
ists, Fidelistas, banned political groups ot 
all ideologies now plastered their posters 
on the walls, addressed street-corner ra1- 
lies, and urged the youth to join hastily 
formed military commando units, many

of which were organized in furtherance of 
a specific political program.

The Constitutionalist conspiracy had 
envisioned “only a secondary role for the 
civilian sector: the people were to be call­
ed on to demonstrate their support, but 
arms were to remain exclusively in the 
hands of the military.” But mass pressure 
for arms was intense:

“... Guided by the first glimmers of 
dawn, long lines of civilians filled the 
highway leading from Santo Domingo to 
the rebel camps. They came not only lode- 
clare their support but to ask for arms. 
Most of the time they met with a refusal 
... the refusal, however, struck a serious 
blow to the hopes of those eager to share 
in their own liberation ... to pacify the 
masses, the rebel military commander, 
Hernando Ramirez, issued an order en­
couraging civilians to make Molotov 
cocktails.”

The Battle of Duarle Bridge
But by the 26th, the situation under­

went a profound change. The Loyalist air 
attacks on the capital intensified. The in­
fantry and tank forces under General 
Elias Wessin y Wessin were preparing to 
cross the Duarte Bridge and crush the re­
bellion. The U.S. embassy had clearly 
condemned the Boschist coup, contrary 
to the expectations of many of the con­
spirators.

This resulted in a drastic wave of deser­
tions “by Constitutionalist officers and 
politicians, who scampered into asylum 
or hiding, or openly crossed over to the 
Loyalists. Radio San Isidro beamed 
waves of anti-communist propaganda 
and warned that ‘a firing squad awaited 
those who persisted in linking their fates 
with the communists!”’

Not all the bourgeois Constitutionalist 
leaders fainted away, but essentially the 
PRD and military-conspiratorial leader­
ship of the revolt disintegrated over the 
next few days. On April 25, Radio Santo 
Domingo TV was retaken by the people. 
One account describes the scene there:

“Radio San Isidro functioned under 
military discipline ... at Radio Santo 
Domingo TV, however, crowds jammed 
the hallways, wandered into the studios, 
grabbed hold of the microphone. No one 
was at his post — no one had a post — 
now the vision of a bloodless coup col­
lapsed before the reality of a civil war. 
Over Radio Santo Domingo TV unfamil­
iar voices urged the population to fight 
for its own liberation: ‘Do not be afraid. 
Get out on the streets, Dominican people 
... swarm into the streets of the capital 
... everybody to the Canuta Bridge. 
Everybody armed, because the forces dis­
loyal to this movement are infiltrating 
through there ... so everybody with 
clubs, stones, firearms, even barehand­
ed. ... ”

Radio Santo Domingo TV offered 
“practical instruction in making Molotov 
cocktails ... by unknown speakers be­
decked with cartridges and with machine 
guns slung over their shoulders.” Until 
the 27th, when it was bombed into rubble 
by General de los Santos’ jets, Radio San­
to Domingo TV exemplified what one 
writer, sympathetic to the respectable 
Constitutionalists, described as “the 
worst excesses.” On the 26th, the air 
force carried out massive bombings 
against the civilian population of Santo 
Domingo. The crowds were raked by ma­
chine gun fire from the air. The people 
were powerless against the air force, but 
they were not passive, they directed their 
energy against the police of Santo Do­
mingo. Police informers were systemati­
cally liquidated, with “accounts settled 
on streetcorners and at homes in the 
northern suburbs.” In many instances, 
whole police stations were attacked and 
their entire force liquidated despite police 
protestations of neutrality. Arms were 
seized and were handed out to whoever 
was there to receive them. Hardware 
stores and hunting shops and pawn shops 
where weapons were to be found were 
canvassed and disemboweled: not only 
guns knives and machetes but gasoline 
and ’anything else that might serve as a 
weapon was expropriated. The people 
were urged forward by the revolutionary 
groups, if they needed any urging; in ad-
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Red Friday 
Continued from page I 
ago, and, worse yet, the vision (or 
nightmare) of the eruptions brewing for 
May Day, haunted them as they desper­
ately had tried to put an abrupt end to 
"Red Friday” in downtown Atlanta. In 
typical style they had swooped in, in 
gangs of four, grabbing their targets — 
revolutionary agitators who had on the 
spot been galvanizing and giving vivid ex­
pression not just to the deep felt hatred 
for the “way things are,” but even more 
to the burning desire to find a way out. 
The joy that thousands had felt when two 
revolutionaries had seized an office at 
Fort McPherson and put the call out for 
revolutionary action throughout the city 
converging at that nerve center of impe­
rialist war preparations on May First was 
turning into a challenge — a challenge to 
make an internationalist statement that 
would be heard and loved by millions 
worldwide. That challenge had to be snuf­
fed out.

As they grabbed the agitators, 
repeatedly throwing one on the concrete 
sidewalk, the circle of people around 
them grew from 75 into the hundreds, 
tightening and tensing as jeers and cat­
calls filled the air. To get back to their 
cars the pigs had to literally run, cutting a 
wedge in the crowd that was furious at 
their desperate repression. One cop had 
whirled and drew his billyclub as he was 
grabbed at from the crowd, only to freeze 
and remember that his orders are to get 
the agitators and get them out as quickly 
as possible. After all, if you just get these 
guys in jail, everything will calm down 
and return to order. Behind them were 
hundreds grabbing up leaflets, RWs and 
other revolutionary literature, struggling 
over and planning for May Day. But 
ahead was something they never expec- 
led—their own jail, monument to what 
“keeping order” under democracy is 
really all about, would for that night 
become politically liberated territory—a 
base in a very real sense—if only for one 
night—from which emanated a profound 
and unmistakable call to slaves 
everywhere to break their shackles on 
May Day.

As dinner plates, clean of the daily slop 
disguised as food (yet the only excitement 
in the daily boredom of jail), get turned 
in, it starts. "Listen, brothers, there are 
some things we have to get down on here. 
They call us criminals—but we are slaves! 
Part of a class of slaves worldwide.” It’s 
one of the arrested revolutionaries. As 
the guards walk away snickering (“these 
guys won t go for any of that commie 
shit ’), he continues. “The real criminals 
are those whose claws are scored into the 
backs of millions worldwide, and who to­
day are plotting and planning a war for 
the biggest share of plunder. Slaves have 
got to be about doing away with that shit! 
That’s what May Day is about, and that’s 
why the pigs are so terrified by it and ar­
rest people for even talking about it. How 
could a slave even think about going off 
and fighting other slaves.”

People start calling out. “That’s right. 
Rap on!” The guards come back—this 
time in a different mood. “Why don’t 
you shut up! People here don’t want to 
hear that.” “Let him speak!” comes the 
response from many sides. “Pump it 
out!” He continues—“What better place 
than in jail to talk about freeing al! of 
society. How could slaves talk about 
anything but ending slavery.”

That s the last straw. As two guards 
drag him out of his cell and into isolation, 
the uproar gets louder. “Get the fuck out’ 
of his cell! Let him speak.”

The floor is starting to come alive. The 
stench and filth and bars aimed at stifling 
and smothering any thought of rebellion 
seem to disintegrate as the lines get 
drawn. An old man leaning out of his cell 
is hit by a broomstick the guards are 
carrying and cries out, protesting that he 
had been asleep. “Don’t apologize! 
Don’t apologize!” comes the cry from a 
group of youth in another cell. Inspired 
by their challenge, the older man shoots 
back at the guards “yeah, I was asleep. 
But I woke up to hear what that brother 
was saying and it was everything I’ve 
always wanted to hear. It was so beautiful 
I didn’t know if I was awake or dreaming. 
I’ve never heard anything like that 
before. Bring that brother back!” His 
last call became a chant: “BRING THE 
BROTHER BACK” and all hell breaks 
loose.

capitalist UK-other revolutionary lltera—.the Revolutionary Communist Party ...books on Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thougru —. walls, the Revolutionary Worker has established a speck 

tions should be sent to:

Prisoners Revolutionary Lite,. 
Box 3486, •■“rchandlse Mart 

Chicago, I

To the Slaves of lhe World
"Tonight from the dungeons of the 

A tlanta jail, we the slaves are straight up 
raising hell. We are here to say to lhe 
slavemasters that on May Day, we are go­
ing to be taking to the streets, to stand 
with millions of our revolutionary 
brothers and sisters worldwide. ...

"Tonight even as we write this state­
ment, the gun-toting jailhouse guards are 
trying to attaek us. Hut all this means 
nothing. From this jail floor tonight, we 
challenge every slave who hums with 
haired for this whole setup, to march on 
Fort McPherson on Muy First, Interna­
tional Workers Day.

"We challenge you to cast your sights 
to the furthest horizons to a duy when we 
will not only dream... but >»•<• will strike 
down every form of oppression und ex­
ploitation wherever it exists.

"... On May Day we will light a blaze 
that the whole world will see. And we will 
do it in Atlanta, which through the 
twisted hands of the oppressor the 
murder of 28 youth has come to represent 
to millions everything that is dead and dy­
ing in the world, and must be over­
thrown. On that day May First we proud­
ly declare that we will take part of that 
future into our hands. "
—Signed by 43 prisoners of the Decatur 

Street Citv Jud, Atlanta, Georgia.
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who come? What about those bodies that 
washed up on the shore in Miami?” 
Before that could be answered, another 
youth responds “Yeah, even when they 
come dead they pack ’em up and ship ’em 
back.” The questions go on to not only 
how to make revolution, but how to build 
a new society. While the guards scurry up 
and down the hall handing out cigarettes 
to pacify the situation, discussion con­
tinues into the night.

One group who is able to get to a phone 
calls a local reggae DJ who’s airing his 
show to tell him about the events in the 
jail, to which the DJ dedicates a couple of 
songs on his show.

As night turns to early morning and 
many have dozed off, the older man steps 
up once again and calls for the rebellion 
to continue. “What the hell are we sleep­
ing for? Wcslecpand they plot! This bat­
tle has to go on all night. Read that state­
ment out loud again!” As two guards 
come to haul him away, the chants flare 
up again. “Leave hint alone! May Day!” 
Later that morning, as things quiet down, 
they’re finally able to get the second 
revolutionary out of his cell and send him 
to another floor, where, to their surprise, 
the statement begins circulating and col­
lecting over twenty more signatures.

And it has been reported lo thc KW 
that still later that morning the guards, 
brave souls that they arc, look out their 
vengeance on the night’s rebellion by 
isolating the older man and beating him 
to the point of sending him to the 
hospital. But their vain and vicious 
assault can only be summed up by a youth 
who also had been hit by one of the 
guards in the course of the night. “No

Through the chants another revolu­
tionary sharply poses the terms: We 
have got to break out of the bounds these 
bastards chain us in and prepare to rid the 
world of them once and for all! May Day 
is a call to do just that!” The chant 
changes to “May Day! May Day! and 
red ribbons start waving through bars 
and out windows. “This is our flag, one 
youth taunts the guards, who are border­
ing on frenzy. ’ ‘This is what you’re scared 
of’”

Led by the youth, metal beds start 
pounding on floors, reverberating 
throughout the several Boors of the jail. 
Some take off their shoes and beat a 
heavy rhythm on the metal toilets. May 
Day! May Day! Bring the Brother 
Back'” A roll of toilet paper gets lit. Is 
this going too far? Hell no! We’ve gotta 
blow the lid off this place tonight! 
Whoosh! The naming roll goes flying 
through the air out the window.

The revolutionary deepens lhe terms of 
the battle. "From Brixton to El Salvador 
people have to know that we are rising up 
with them, taking up our responsibility to 
bring this monster down and to 
strengthen our class worldwide. That 
message must be sent out. The prisoners 
in one cell set about putting together a 
statement.

“Read it out loud!” People are anx­
ious to hear what they have come up with. 
The statement is read. Once, twice, three 
times. Got to gel it right. Is it powerful 
enough? Does it really tell people about 
May Day? Put something in there about 
Reagan, that goddam mummy! When 
it’s right, it passes from cell to cell, from 
hand to hand. To get from one cell to the 
next it’s crumpled into a ball and thrown 
across the hall. Five, ten, fifteen sign it. 
One cell is too far away—can’t get it, so 
they demand it be read again. Approving, 
they call out their signatures—“prisoner 
XL Prisoner X2, etc.,” and as the state­
ment moves from cell to cell, the tumult 
continues.

Time for another desperate move, as 
the guards who have been trying to stay 
out of sight return to remove the other 
revolutionary. “Keep your hands off 
him! Take me! Take me!” bounces off 
the walls and they retreat without their 
prey. They even run whining to the 
revolutionary in isolation begging him to 
go back and “Calm those people down.” 
As he readily agrees, they realize what a 
big mistake they’re about to make and 
disappear.

The political terrain has changed 
drastically and a symbol of oppression 
has become the vivid symbol of 
resistance. It’s as if those bars and guards 
and courts and judges didn’t exist and the 
“dregs of society” have come alive. Peo­
ple search for any and every way to rebel. 
Even the runarounds (prison trustees 
who are mostly lackeys for the guards) 
are jacked up for charging too much for 
candybars.

Most significantly, an understanding 
of the worldwide nature of the struggle 
begins to emerge. As the chants tern- 
porarily die down, prisoner after prisoner 
fills the air with powerful agitation. After 
telling of his sharecropper parents’ land 
being stolen from them, the older man 
describes his stint in the army during the 
“cold war” and when “they just finished 
up one war in Europe and Japan and were 
getting ready to start another one in 
Korea.” He described the anger and 
rebellion of particularly the Black troops 
al that time. Another follows about El 
Salvador. He’s been watching the strug­
gle there closely, and has concluded that 
if you’re going to fight for liberation, you 
have to go all the way and not fall into the 
clutches of yet another overlord like the 
Soviet Union. Many focus on the Black 
youth murders and Wayne Williams trial. 
“After covering up the murders, they had 
to hang a Black man. They’ve done it for 
centuries.” The youth makes his stand 
clear: “I will never fight a war for this 
country. 1 would never fight to save a 
system that would do what they did to 
those Black youth.”

The speeches give way to discussion, as 
prisoners in each cell get down in debate 
over the questions they have perhaps 
been wondering about for years, thinking 
they were the only ones grappling with 
how to make a revolution in this im­
perialist monster. “What’s the RCP all 
about? How are you guys different from 
Russia? 1 can’t hack nothing like they got 
over there.” “What do you guys think 
about how they brought all those Cubans 
over here but jail and deport Haitians

Dear Comrades,

I am at the XX Reformatory and would like to get a catalog from Libera­
tion Distributors and also could you send an RW for me in Spanish and an 
English issue for XX. They have stopped free letters for prisoners in Ohio 
and it is harder to write to the outside because you have to borrow stamps 
until you can get a money order from home. I am interested in the British- ,
Argentine crisis and would like to know what is happening since we only ,
get the news one night a week here where we are, and the new men in the 
first stage of the orientation don't even see T.V. period. I will close for now.

Unity-Struggle-Unity
U.S. OUT OF El Salvador!

matter what they do to me, they will never 
make me regret what we did here 
tonight.”

The Revolutionary Communist Party receives many letters and requests for 
literature from prisoners In the hell-hole torture chambers from Attica to 
San Quentin. There are thousands more brothers and sisters behind bars 
who have refused to be beaten down and corrupted In the dungeons of the 
capitalist class and who thirst for and need the Revolutionary Worker and 
other revolutionary literature. To help make possible getting the Voice of 
•he Revolutionary Communist Party as well as other Party literature and 

■■—»ism-Lenlnism, Mao Tsetung Thought behind the prison
•""rtrer has established a special fund. Contribu-

• “-nary Literature Fund

Dear RCP Prisoners Fund, 

• ’• I subscribe to your wonderful paper, RW. I’m looking forward to joining 
! i solidarity with you for May Day, International Workers Day. I’m in a state 

prison. I get out this October. Would you please send me two free May D
/ color posters and a poster of Marx and Lenin (folded in an envt—I’-**

currently reading selected works of Marx, Lenin and Engels. I really 
reading your literature. If you can, would you also please send me a .i copy of Ten Days That Shook the World by John Reed and The Education 
John Reed? I would really appreciate your help in this revolutionary 

literature.

In revolutionary

Shine the Light of Revolution 
Behind the Prison Walls

’■ X .
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Down With His Flag
Continued from page I4

the docks the forces of the old were 
definitely on the defensive, the red flag of 
May Day was not in the hands of the revi­
sionists.

As the action ended most of the revolu­
tionaries disappeared onto the city 
streets, two were arrested.

Within hours we got a sense of how 
painfully the enemy had been stung by in­
ternationalism in action at the docks. At 
the station house the cops fumed at the 
two who had been busted: “Don’t you 
understand this will be an international 
incident! You won’t get away with 
this...” Every agency imaginable was 
given a pleading call: the FBI, Coast 
Guard, State Department, Army and 
Navy...! But ironically enough, the 
bourgeoisie was tripping over its own 
“sacred” national borders, the British 
ship after all was British property, and 
the British it seemed did not want to give 
the action more notoriety than it already 
had.

But the most revealing bit of idiocy at 
the station house came when some cop 
brilliantly decided to try to charge the two 
with “treason.” Now the imperialists do 
maintain a worldwide system of oppres­
sion, and for the purposes of world war 
the U.S. does need to lead a bloc spilling 
far over its own national borders, so in 
this sense, the international proletariat 
proudly commits “treason” against this 
international gang; still and all there is as 
yet no U.S. law that finds someone guilty 
of treason for desecrating the British flag 
or invading a British ship.

So—reluctantly, and only after mak­
ing sure their names and addresses were 
published in the morning paper—the two

and social-democratic politicians have 
largely succeeded in keeping the more 
revolutionary-minded German youth 
away from the May Day events. As one of 
the anarchists in the house said, “They 
always pull the same old dry shit. Many 
of the real left don’t even bother to go 
anymore.”

Here as well as in other parts of West 
Germany, revolutionary Marxist- 
Leninist forces from other countries, 
especially those from Turkey, have 
played a crucial role in making the voice 
of genuine proletarian internationalism 
heard on May First. And this year’s at­
tempts by ATIF and other revolutionary 
immigrant groups to link up with the 
more rebellious sectors of the West Ger­
man population, especially those among 
the youth, are presently in full swing. 
Already a leaflet has been put out in both 
Turkish and German for May Day, and 
posters in German and Turkish are about 
to be printed. In many cities it appears 
that there will be strong contingents of 
revolutionary immigrant workers and 
rebel German youth attending the official 
demonstrations against the wishes of the 
union hacks and Social-Democrats. Both 
the block party in this part of West Berlin 
on the 30th and the preparations for a 
revolutionary bloc at the official May 
First activities are already demonstrating 
that there are profound revolutionary 
sentiments which are bound to blossom 
in new and unexpected ways on the First 
of May. n

were let go.
The stage-managed response of the 

bourgeois media also showed the interna­
tional stakes of this action. Though given 
extensive coverage from Seattle to L.A., 
the media without exception reported the 
action as “supporting Argentinian claims 
over the Falklands. ” True, the immediate 
and main target was British imperialism, 
but as the above description would make 
obvious even to a fool, this was not action 
in support of the pro-imperialist generals 
of Argentina who are also carrying out 
their maneuvers on behalf of U.S. im­
perialist interests. These distortions con­
tinued even though the press was given 
news releases before and after the action; 
the capper came after a news conference 
was held later in the morning, attended 
by some press and even gaining a retrac­
tion from one or two radio stations but 
having zero effect on the major media. 
The afternoon Examiner, for example, 
ran the Falklands bit in the headline and 
went on to invent a leaflet given out “in 
support of Argentina.” But other, pro­
gressive, media people wanted to get the 
real story out.

Distortions are expected, from those 
who will always push the line that the on­
ly options that exist are support for one 
pro-imperialist side or another. But other 
possibilities were evident in this action. 
Much of the normal workings and nor­
mal “choices” of imperialism were 
disrupted and exposed on the docks that 
day and as a result much was unleashed: 
big questions; an inspired sense of the 
struggle worldwide; a glimpse of the 
possibilities and even bigger “disrup­
tions” and bigger choices to come in the 
near future. 
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chist host replied, “They both wrote 
good things, you can’t separate them.” 
Whereby one of the visitors suggested he 
check out Lenin’s State and Revolution, 
which he said he would.

This tour through the house was 
climaxed by taking down the two banners 
on the outside of the house, including the 
one they carried in the actions around 
Poland, to be sent off to the States and 
carried on May First as an international 
exchange from the squatters in West 
Berlin to the people in the U.S. At the 
same time squatters in the house voiced 
their desire to receive any messages, ban­
ners, posters and signs of solidarity sent 
to them from the U.S. Already members 
of the RCYB have sent some of the 
Brigade’s “I was born in the sewer called 
Capitalism ...But now I’m living for 
Revolution” T-shirts (in both English 
and Spanish) to these squatters to be 
worn at their May First actions.

The enthusiastic internationalism and 
revolutionary spirit of these squatters 
stands in sharp contrast to the efforts of 
the West German imperialists and their 
labor lieutenants and ideological sup­
porters to make May First into a “Tag 
der Arbeit” (Labor Day) — or in other 
words a “Defend Imperialist Privileges 
Day”—through some tightly-controlled 
parades and beerdrinking um-pah-pah 
parties. Just 10 years ago thousands mar- 

• ched under red flags in West Berlin to the 
thunderous tune of the Internationale 
a time when the Cultural Revolution in 
China, the war in Vietnam and raging 
national liberation struggles were still 
having a profound impact on the move­
ment here. Since then, the union hacks

In his summation of the 1905 insurrec­
tion in Moscow, “Lessons of the Moscow 
Uprising,” Lenin notes a famous inci­
dent:

"In the December days, the Moscow 
proletariat taught us magnificent lessons 
in ideologically ‘winning over’ the troops, 
as, for example, on December 10, in 
Presnya District, when two working girls, 
carrying a red flag in a crowd of 10,000 
people, rushed out to meet the Cossacks 
crying: ’Kill us! We will not surrender the 
flag alive!’ And the Cossacks were .icv-jr 
disconcerted and galloped away, amidst ,
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the shouts from the crowd: ‘Hurrah for 
the Cossacks!’ These examples of 
courage and heroism should be impressed 
forever on the mind of the proletariat.”

One of these women, years later, re­
counted a fuller version of this story:

“A number of us women were entrust­
ed with preparing the red flag and a few 
banners. So that day we sent our repre­
sentatives to a factory and demanded 
some hard cash. On the 9th, the next day, 
we got the contributions raised and took 
the money to get the things we needed. 
That evening was a meeting where the call 
went out for a demonstration the next 
day.

“On the 10th we headed out for the 
demonstration with the flag .... In front 
of us were some members of the Soviet, 
Martinov, Ilin, and a few others. A red 
banner was being carried by Kozireva and 
Anna, who was from the dye-works, I 
don’t remember her patronymic .... On 
the banner there was a call to the soldiers: 
‘Comrade soldiers, don’t fire on the peo- - 
pie! You are our brothers — lake off your 
greatcoats and look at yourselves, for you 
are proletarians, just as we are!’

“Just as the demonstration came to 
Presnya, we were suddenly surrounded 
by Cossacks from both ends. A chill came 
over me, people began to scatter in all di­
rections, some fled, others just stood 
rooted to the spot. One of the women car­
rying the banner left too, so Kozireva was 
left in the middle of the street all alone 
with the red banner. Now the banner was 
on two poles, so in order to hold it up 1 
had to go help her so that the Cossacks 
could read it. We walked up to them and 
Kozireva started shouting some things, 
then she repeated the words that were writ­
ten on the banner so the soldiers would 
understand them. The commander yelled 
for the men to clear the street, but the sold­
iers, who had felt our words, left, not obey- f 
ing their officers’ orders...

“After a little bit the demonstration • 
regrouped, and we set off again ....”  —.
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NEW YORK: SAT. MAY 1st
3 pm: Converge on the south side of Union 
Square (14th St., between Univ. PI. & B’way) 
Phone: (212) 691-3345

LOS ANGELES: SAT. MAY 1st
2 pm: Converge on the corner of 7th & 
Broadway In the heart of downtown Los 
Angeles
May Day Center address: Revolution Books, 2597 W. Pico 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90006

Phone: (213) 382-5428
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ATLANTA: SAT. MAY 1st
1 pm: Gather at Evans & Lee Streets
2 pm: Converge on Ft. McPherson, Main 
(Lee St.) Gate
(“The Pentagon of the South”)

Phone: (404) 659-5929
GMrglaVAvedSW,: Ne'8hbo,h,x,d Art Con’®r. Rm. 7, 252 

Mailing address: RW, P.O. Box 11049, Atlanta, GA 30310
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