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West German Youth:

REBELLING ON THE

On Ssptember 13 8Secretary of State and former NATO
Suprems Commander Alexander Haig was met by
massive and militant demonstrations including street
battles involving thousands of youth upon his visit to
West Germany. Hot on the heels of this righteous recep-
tion, street battles erupted in a number of West German
cities last week after police attacked squatters in Wesi

AFL-CIO Solidarity Day

el

Berlin and were met head-on with determined
resistance. See stories on page 8 and 7 for this and other
news of sharpening struggle among West German and
other youth in Western Europe in the face of the im-
perialists’ war plans in this key area—a focal point of
contention between the two superpower-led war blocs.

Marching in the

Mainstream

On September 19, 250,000 people
marched in Washington, D.C. in a
demonstration called by the AFL-CIO
and others to protest the economic pro-
gram of Ihe Reagan administration.
The event drew the most immediate

social base of high labor of-

ficialdom—lower and not so lower level
union officers, stewards and the
like—and also some employed and
unemployed industrial workers not so
directly connected, To boot, in atten-
dance were people drawn from dif-
ferent political movements, a

phenomenon largely the result of the
grandiose attention paid to Solidarity
Day by no small number of organiza-
tions on “‘the left.”

While Solidarity Day was certainly
no “historic battle'” jagainst Reagan's
cuts’or anything else, the demonstra-
tion itsell—and the politics surrounding
it in different quarters—did throw into
sharp relief some of the features of to-
day’s contradictory situation. It was a
political ‘concentration of the attitude
and mood of a section of workers (and
others) in this country who are caught

in- the vise of imperialist ‘crisis, but

many of whom at the same time still .

have some things going for them within
the system and remain well within the
ideological clutches of trade unionjsm
and bourgeois politics in general. Like
it or not, Solidarity Day was all-in-all a
political 'expression of the mainstream
of ,if you will, **American labor.” Such
an evenl—like those which will un-
doubledly follow—is certainly nothing
for irevolutionaries (or those inclined
toward a revolutionary position) 1o
steer clear of, but neither is it something
upon which one should gaze in fascina-
tion, not to.mention admiration.

The action was initiated by the AFL-
Cl10O and endorsed by ahost of others,
including groups like the NAACP, Ur-
ban League, SCLC, elc.; il all came
together to form the long-classic con-
figuration of American liberalism: (he
“Labor/Civil Rights cealition.!' Also
endorsing Solidarity Day and mixed up
with the mush were many movemenl
organizations. Solidarity Day was pil-
ched toward the 1982 elections, when, it
is hoped, the Democratic Party will

Continued on page 19
























As dusk fell on Tuesday evening,
September 22, 200 riot police ringed
Bleecker Stadium in Albany, a town of
80,000 that serves as the capital of New
York State, Albany isa couple of hun-
dred miles upsiate from the New York
metropolitan area, nestled ina relative-
Iy quiet and predominantly rural
region. But on September 22nd, camera
crews and hundreds of reporters were in
Albany from all over the United States
and all over the world. Even Ted Kap-
pel, who rarely leaves his New York
“Nightline” studio set, had set himself
up in a suite at the Empire State Plaza
in Albany; a contingent of ABC
reporters fed him information from the
stadium. It was evident that events of
heavy political significance, for the
bourgeoisiec were about to unfold,
events that required a sure hand on the
rudder of imperialist propaganda.

The event? The Springboks, South
Africa's national rugby team; was
scheduled to play the Albany Colonials
(!11) at Bleecker Stadium; thousands
were gathering to protest the Spring-
boks tour and the racist apartheid
policies of the South African regime
that the Springboks represent.

The Springboks have incited a storm
of demonsirations and even pitched
riots wherever they have played on their
world tour; in the U.S. the team has
been forced to hide like animals fearing
light much of the time; it was no acci-
dent that an isolated area such as
Albany was chosen (o actually try to
stage a match in a regular stadium
under any semblance of normalcy. But
in Albany, too, they were forced to
marshall (wo-thirds of the police
department andithe sheriff deputy’sriot
squad to prevent the stadium from be-
ing overrun by demonstrators—and
even then, the bourgeoisie, working
from many angles, barely succeeded in
ensuring that the match came off.

Despite the deliberately created con-
fusion about whether the match was or
was not going to be played, and a
steady rain that became a downpour as
the 7 p.m. starting time approached, a
crowd of 3,000 converged on the
stadium. The demonstration leadership
was firmly in the hands of hardcore
bourgeois elements of the NAACP and
Urban League in Albany, and they were

determined to see to it that no attempt
by the masses to disrupt the match got
off the ground; marchers were inform-
ed that even acts of non-violent civil
disobedience were strictly’ forbidden.
Despite all this, however, when (he
police saw, the mood of the crowd they
hurriedly called in more reinforcements
from the sheriff’s department; the
move backfired, as hundreds surged
just behind the’cops right up toward the
stadium, through a line of *‘demonstra-
tion marshalls” who tried to prevent
anybody from stepping over the legally
permilted rally site, For a period of
time, il was touch and go whether or
not_the advanced forces, who included
large numbers of basic masses, would
gather enough support to actually at-
tempt a charge into the stadium itselfy
though, in the end, the official leader-
ship was ableto prevent this from hap-
pening.

The U.S. ruling class has gone to
some lengths to dress up its promotion
and high-level backing of the Spring-
boks tour, and the deliberate political
purposes behind it, with a'pose of ‘‘im-
partially®® protecting the rights “‘of all
sides in the dispute’” under the First
Amendment. But after the Springboks’
hide-and-seek maich in Chicago, and
the governor of New York State, citing
the “‘threat of violence,"" first cancell-

ing the matches scheduled for New
York State, the U.S. government’s
political intent behind the tour was
brought. right out into the open, On
September 21, a Federal Circuit Court
ruled' that if the Springboks were not
allowed lo play, they would effectively
“‘be denied the right to advocate their
political views,”* which would '‘be a
violation: of the First Amendment.”
The Circuit Court ruling was affirmed,
only hours before the match, by no less
than. Thurgood Marshall, the -only
Black justice on the U.S. Supreme
Court, who was therefore the perfect
top official to symbolize throwing the
full’ weight of the government and the
ruling class behind the tour while main-
taining the legal fiction that their only
interest in'doing so was “‘upholding the
Constitution.” The whole thing has in-
deed been an incredible commitment of
resources by the bourgeoisie, and it all
raises the question, what are their
political purposes here?

U.S. imperialism has long been the
principal backer of the South African
regime, even though this backing and
collaboration has often taken a partial-
Iy covert form, especially during the
Carter years, when taclical considera-
tions inyolving U.S. imperialist’ rela-
tions with the Black nations of Africa
required adopting the pose of **firm op-

Dutch riot police last weekend attacked thousands of
demonstrators who had blockaded the Dodewaard nuclear
power plant in eastern Holland, injuring 100 people and ar:
resting 15 in baton charges through clouds of tear gas. In the
Sunday clashes, hundreds of riot police repeatedly marched
into knots of protestors who had erected barricades of old
doors and mattresses on roads and in fields adfacent to the
plant. Each time police carted off one group, another erected
a new blockade nearby. “Radio Active,” a pirate station sel
up by the Dodewaard Will Close movement, reported 15,000
protestors were staying at the group's tent-camp bq_se a half-
mile from the plant, and that groups were being dispaiched

taining blockades on
demonstrators have vowed to maintain‘a week-long blockade

to force the closure of the nuke, keeping the heat on I_he
Duich bourgeoisie who, it should be noted, are also facing
widespread mass op, :

Germ:ny. Britain, Italy and Belgium in stationing new U.S.
Pershing and Cruise
anti-nuke activists in Ei €
have been active in demonstrations hitting the escalating

arms buildup in Europe.

regularly from there to relieve the 1500 to 2000 people main:

three plant access roads. The

position to plans for them to join West

missiles in their country in 1983, M.:a'ny
Holland, as in other European countries,
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ponents of apartheid.’” Of course, even
under Mr. Human Rights, the:U.S. was
the main imperialist power behind 'the
enslavement of Azanian blacks and us-
ed South:Africa as the stick in the im-
perialist dealings in southern Africa.
The so-called “*warming’' of relations
with South Africa under the Reagan ad-
ministration actually signal$ the necessi- -
ty for U.S. imperialism “to’ make ils
longstanding relationship with Pretoria
still more open and/direct. The reasons
for this move do not revolve around the
“‘approval’* of the Reagan administra-
tion of apartheid, as opposed 1o the
“‘disapproval’”’ of the Carter ad-
ministration. Instead, it is South
Africa’s very critical and strategic role
in the U.S. imperalist war bloc, and the
greal U.S, stake in preserving and shor-
ing up the national oppression of Aza-
nian people and utilizing the South
African regime as:a tool that is behind
this change in tactics. The Springboks
tour represents a major move in the
field of crealing public opinion—nat
only in the U.S., but international-
ly—lo accustom people here and gov-
ernments abroad 1o the fact that the
U.S." ““special relationship’® with South
Africa is ¢coming out ol the clasel. (For
more on all this sce RW No. 108)

South Africa is. by far the largest
military power on the continent of
Africa. Its economy is the largest in
southern Africa, and second in GNP
and outpul only to Nigeria, a major oil
exporter to the United States. South
Africa is [the repository of the world's
largest. gold reserves, as is widely
known; but it—and nearby African
states it threatens—possess abundanl
supplies of numerous rare and critical
strategic minerals and raw materials.
South Africa’s sirategic importance is -
further enhanced by its geographic
position, which gives it ithe abililty, to
control the strategic sea lanes.

The U.S. is not atall oblivious to the
political price it must pay by intensify-
ing itsiopen stralegic cooperation with
South Africa. That it is willing 10 pay
this.price is but further evidence of the
enormity of the stakes involved. The
Springboks tour, of course, is not the
first indication that the U.S. im-
perialists’ phony and hypoecritical
“abhorrence of apartheid'' is being
shoved into the shadows in favor of
flaunting its ‘‘determination to supporl
the friendly nation of South Africa,’
Shortly after the Reagan administration
came (o power, a high level South
African military delegation visited the
U.S. It was only after this delegation
had met with officials high and low for
six days that a State Department of-
ficial. “*discovered’ their status as
military representatives of the South
African government who were in the
U.S. “illegally."* Even: after the iden-
tities of the delegation had hit'the press,
they met with the U.S, Ambassador to
the UN, Jeanne Kirkpatrick, who
blandly declared afterward that *‘she
didn’t know who they were."" We may
take it that Jeanne was fooled by all
their ribbons and military regalia, and
simply assume thal they were *‘weapons
enthusiasts’'—a hobby like rugby
which has nothing 1o do with politics.

Subsequently, Reagan himsell has
met with South Africarl Prime Minister
P.W. Botha. Just this last week, U.S.
Under Secretary of State for African
Affairs, Chester Crocker, afterappear-

Conlinued on page 14
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Palestine

Continued from page 11

lan revolutionaries: discovered this—
bombed him in his car. It killed Kamal
INasser, a leader of the Palesiinian revo-
Iution. It killed Kamal Adwan, it killed
Abu Yossefl El Najar. 1t tried to rob
George Habash (leader of the Popular
Fromi for the Liberation of Palestine,
PELP): it ried to rob him by very high
techpology. 1o rob the airplane when
this airplane was moving from Beirut
Airport in'1969 to Iraq; and the Israeli
army with a United States plane, stole
this plane. But what happened? They
discovered that George Habash was not
an Lhis plane. They discovered thau all
theéir technology can't control revolu-
tion. All their technology can win any
classic war, bul it can’t win'a revolu-
tionary war. That's why they try this
kind of solution with the Egyptian
hourgeoisie, 10 make relations beiween
Egypt and lsrael. They wan( 1o build it
over our blood bul they can't if we're
going 1o ask about our freedom. Thank
you, :

Q. What is the role aof the kibburz,
and What is their real purpose in moving
mn? .

A: About the kibbutz inside Pales-
tine, from the beginning when Israeli
groups started 1o occupy Palestine
under British occupation, they wanted a
lot of people to come from all over the
world 1o sit in our land. And from the
beginning, [ said that they want our
land but without our people. They want
new people to use them, new workers,
1o build a new country over oun nation-
ality and over our land. In the Kibbutz
they 'have a very, very sirong capitalist
commercial to bring the people from all

over the world to live in this Kibbutz;
free life, very high democracy like in-
side the United States; to take every-
thing free and to build this country and
these guys are going to like thiscountry.
But Il tell you a very funny story
about that. When lI'came to the United
States the first day I entered the United
States in Washington, D.C., I met this
American guide there. He was our
escort. And this: guide was waiting for
me to take me to our school. He said 1o
me: you have Washington, D.C., all of
il, to move around, everything; 'm
coming 1o take you to see how the Unit-
ed States is modern, how the United
States is strong; but do not'iry to enter
I4th Street. This story made me
remembern exactly what is going on in
our country. Any person going to any
kibbuiz, the lsraeli government directly
says to them: you have all of Israel; i1’s
a democratic country and it’s a very
good country for you; it's a free coun-
try; you can move around the whole
area; but don’t (ry Lo enter the West
Bank orthe Gaza Strip. Why? Because
there are Palestinian terrorist people
living Lhere and we are afraid because
it's dangerous just like 14th Street,
because 14th Street is full of poor peo-
ple and the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank are full of poor people living
under huts and the Israeh government
doesn’l want the peopleito know exactly
how the Palestiniani people are living,
what is their situation, why they are ter-
rorists. Really, why they are terrorists,
because withithe imperialist strategy we
are not going (o live like animals, we are
not going (o ask for peace because we
know this “*lamb’" is going 10 eal our
meal. We are going to be terrorist with
these dogs—not “‘lambs.”’ Thank you.

Q. Hus the Council on Foreign Rela-
tons, which guides U.S. foretgn policy,
made a firm decision (o establish a Pa-
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lestinian state on the West Bank? Is that
ultimately what some of this back-and-
Sorth diptomacy is headed tawards? All
of the approaches and secrel meelings
with the PLO and so forfh. sn't that
actually what they are aiming for?.

Ar L you ‘'want 10/ know exactly
aboul lhe Palestinian' revolution: and
any revolution:around the whole world,
there are a lot of parts inside this
revolution. There are internationalis|
groups, there are people asking for their
nationalilies, there are rightist groups
and there are left groups, there is the
bourgeoisie and there'is the proletariat.
And all'of"us know that the proletarian
class, they lose everything, they are not
going to live in castles, they are not go-
ing o live in villas to have a swimming
pool because they are losing everything.
In'any revolution you can find people
who wan! “‘peace’’; people who want Lo
be the leader; people whowant to be the
King; peeple who want to have a good
life; these kind of people want autono-
my if they are going to be the leaders.
These kind of people want a small
counltry if they are going to win this
country lo be leaders. . .
iry to enler inside any camps, the Pales-
tinian workers will drink 'their blood.
Because Lhey:were dealing with the Jor-
danian government in 1969 while the
Jordanian; government was killing us.
They were dealing with the Syrian gov-
ernment while the Syrian government
was Killing us. They are dealing with the
United ‘States' government, this impe-
rialist country, and all of us know our
problems exactly—where they come
from. And I'think and'l believe 100%
that these kind of people can't finish
ourrevolution and these kind of people
can’l control us. Maybe they-can con-
trol it for a time. But not the whole
Palestinian revolution, nol the whole
international revolution. If the United

JAnd if they .

States can kill five million or three mil-
lion persons in that area, OK, they can
control the rcvolulinn. but wiihout this
solution, they can't. Some person wants
to sell his homeland to have a good
house with a private swimming pool in
il, but we are not going to sell our fu-
lure.

Q: Would youcomnient on the con-
ditions in Israeli prisons, the use of col-
lective responsibility for punishment?
And also, what kind of terrorist actions
were used to drive the Palestinian peo-
ple off their land, in particular, Deir
Yassin, as an example of that?

Az If you want to know exactly—
well, all of us are going to know be-
cause the international revolution will
grow up for sure. If you want to know
whal’s going on inside Palestine with
the Israeli pollcy. you are going to'ima-
gine what's going on in Ethiopia under
Haile Selassie; you are going to imagine
the whole Third World. And if we want
to. know exactly from' the beginning
what happened in Deir Yassin: this
small cily, it's in the north of the West
Bank....All Lhese people used to
work; to plant their land outside this
small city; going back to their houses
after 5:00 or 6:00 in the evening. This
incident happened in 1947 afier which
the Israeli groups and ‘British occupa-
tion forced the whole Palestinian peo-
ple to move outside their land. The Ir-
gun group led by Begin waited for these
farmers. First they killed, at 4:00, all
the children and ‘women inside their
houses, and they waited at 5:00 at the
entrance of this city for the old people,
the young people, everybody, because
they wanted to make a very strong story
that the whole city is killed, that no-
body: is still alive. Only three guys lived,
and they stayed alive because the gene-
ral of these groups said: if we kill the

Continued on page 18
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“In Spain, to be blunt, the
possibilities for big
revolutionary advances in
that country and worldwide
were sacrificed...”
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Marching in the Mainstream

Continued from page |

regain some lost ground and, it is pro-
mised, reverse the current **plight of the
nation,” which is purportedly the sole
product of the policies of Ronald
Reagan and the Republican Party. Un-
til the elections, well, the labor move-
ment will put a little pressure on Con-
gress,

While there was a certain diversity
among the 250,000 or so that attended
this event, there was certainly no diver-
sity when it came to the speeches belch-
ed from the platform and blasted na-
tionwide. Entoned AFL-CIO chief
Lane Kirkland at the rally: “*We have
come (-0-0 f-a-r, struggled t-o0-0 long,
sacrificed t-0-0 m-u-c-h...to allow all
that we have achieved for the good of
all to be swept away,”" Here was the
legitimate redressing of the grievances
of the American workers, demonstra-

tors who ‘“‘smoked Marlboros, not
marijuana,'’ as the press gleefully—if
somewhat idealistically—noted. The

point was hard to miss: Solidarity Day
was being touted, in sharp con(rast (o
anything that went on in DC in the *60s
(*‘then they listened to folk rock, but
now they listen to country western'’). A
numbers game even developed, wherein
attendance at Solidarity Day was fre-
quently stacked up against that al Lhe
famous demonstration against the war
in Vietnam in 1969; the numbers at
Solidarity Day, however, seemed (o
mysteriously multiply in the days that
followed. Solidarity Day, you see,
wasn't all about no hippies, freaks and
radicals; Solidarity: Day was about
waorkers. AMERICAN WORKERS.
Some on the “left”’, fixated on the lat-
ter word, were a bit blind to (or in some
cases clearly chose to embrace) the
predominance of the former, Here was
American Labor ““flexing ils muscle,’
but more to the point, its flag, *‘You
are the people that do the work of
America. You run its factories and of-
fices, work its farms, transport ils pro-
duce, maintain its buildings, teach its
children, nurse its sick, clean its streets
and.. . *—after all, what would the
smart kids, healthy people and clean
streets be worth without the concluding
punchline?—** .. .clean iis streets and
Jfight in ils defense.””

Hence, the bottom line of Labor Of-
ficialdom, even if it is under somewhal
different conditions than Kirkland and
Co. have been forced to confront in the
past (and for present purposes,
somewhat submerged beneath protests
against ‘‘Reaganomics’). Solidarity
Day wasn’t some kind of reaction on
the part of a few hacks aimed al
misdirecting an economic surge of the
workers, a sort of bureaucratic
response to the “‘demands of the rank
and file.”” Solidarity Day was more im-
portant than all that. It was the asser-
tion of a bourgeois political pole, the
claiming of the mantle of “the
workers" by tested and true represen-
tatives of the U.S. ruling class—the
Lane Kirklands, the Doug Frasers, the
Sam Churehes (not to mention the Cor-
eita Kings and (he Eleanor
Smeals)—within an international situa-
tion. which is rapidly approaching a
worldwide explosion of world war,
revolution, or both.

At this stage of things—with the
manifestations of imperialist crisis
shooting out everywhere, affecting even
the better off sections af the weorking
class—how could the labor licutenants
do anything but direct a little friendly
fire at Reagan and still attempt to claim
this mantle? “We are ouf here in

front,” said Kirkland, ‘‘and we shall

not fall back to hide and wait for better
political weather. But the winds are
changing like they always do." Brother
Kirkland, need we say, wasn't talking
about revolution.

But overwhelmingly, neither was “‘the
left.!” The weeks—even months—pre-
ceding Solidarity Day witnessed stich a
widespread and essentially uncritical
outpouring of publicity and support for
the event on the part of these forces that
one was moved to wonder il the term
“revolution”” had been deleted from the
English languages Any and every puny
reformist plan was advanced. The Peo-
ple’s World, west coast newspaper of the

Communist Party USA, warned in a
front page headline: “*A century of labor
al stake,” and then issued the call,
“*Historic coalition battles Reagan cuts;
All out for September 19."' The SWP's
Militant shricked “SOLIDARITY' in
green: ink, nonetheless adding some
demands the AFL-CIO had overlooked,
like that for alabor party. And “FIGHT
THE RIGHT!" said the Guardian, in a
speciallissue printed up *‘to distribute at
the AFL-CIO's mass Solidarity Day
demonstration. .."" From the paper's
front page editorial, we draw the follow-
ing gem: *“‘The Solidarity Day action in
Washington promises to be an historic
moment in labor's struggle—if it is
followed up by a vigorous campaign 1o
fight the right by organized workers.
Even labor’s leadership, not generally
known for its militancy of class solidari-
ty, is beginning to gel into the fightback
spirit, AFL-CIO’s Lane 'Kirkland is
showing up on picket lines these days
and directing barbs at the White House.
His: reference to a President without a
heart in his Labor Day message hit the
nail on the head, but whatare he and the
other labor leaders going to do tomor-
row?”

The problem, of course, goes deeper
than simply grasping (or exposing) the
reactionary class nature of the AFL-CIO
leadership. What's revealed in all
this—and obviously not only in the
editorial policy of some political oppor-
(unists, but among the masses and
within the ranks of the revolutionary-
minded as well—is the deadly influence
of economism, and the sheer weight of
spontaneity, a weight which grows
heavier with rapid twists and
developments in events. A big gathering
ol workers—no matter what their out-
fook or political inclinations—has set
these people’s heads spinning. And if
such: flagrant tailing is the order of the
day in a period like this, it’s not hard to
guess what these people would do, for
example, at the outbreak of world war
when at least sections of the better-off
workers would undoubtedly take a pro-
imperialist and chauvinist stand.

The last time the AFL-CIO called a
demonstration of this sort was in 1974
(which, we should point oul, was also
the last time the Democrals were out of
the White House). Al that time a section
of the more unruly workers, mad par-
ticularly at the layoffs which were quite
dramatic al the time in auto and other
industries, took to drowning oul
“labor’s friend Hubert Humphrey”’ and
some even took over the field of the
stadium—disrupting the entire rally.
Some “‘leftists?’ showed the far gone
conservalive destiny of those pre-
occupied with **workers unity" by fret-
ting about this action and wishing
something less controversial could have
been done. Once the “‘unity of American
workers'*—especially these mainly
‘better-off strata—is placed at the fore;
economism—and capitulation 1o° im-
perialism—is upon us. Bui this only
shows the depth of economism, for the
{ask there and then'was not simplyito tail
or cheer or even narrowly ‘‘organize’
the more rebellicus ones—but to divert
their activity, (o raise their pofitical con-
sciousness of the worthlessness of theen-
tire system and its rotten foundation on
worldwide robbery of the proletariat and
the oppressed. -

Suich are the deep pits of out and out
economism. But the point isn’t Lo try
and pretend that the consciousness of
the working class (certainly not the
generally better off strala represented
mainly at Solidarity Day) is someplace
where it isn't. The point is to do work
aimed ‘at (ransforming the sponlaneous
trade umnion consciousness of the
workers into revolutionary con-
sciousness as the objeciive conditions
develop toward a revolutionary si!ua:ion
(which they may well in the coming
period). This means doing revolutionary
work—especially agitation and  pro-
paganda—broadly throughout sociely
while building the most reliable base
among the lower sections of the pro-
letariat. And at the same time it certainly
does mean reaching elements among the
belter-olf sections as well, nol lhrgl_:gh
shameless tailing of impenialist politics,
but (hrough revolutionary work, with

¢
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the aim of winning them 'over to the
revolution, or al least to a position of
“friendly neutrality,”

Yes, ‘there were some polilically ad-
vanced workers al Solidarily Day—bul
to'the extent that this means. that they

‘too were bedazzled and stifled under the

weight of this mainstream of American
labor—this was a problem and the task
of revolutionaries was (o assist them in
breaking from this road, nal pushing
them' further along on it. Yes, there is
significance in/ sharp economic battles
such'as the PATCO strike. There is.even
significance in the fact that quite a few

of even the betler-off workers at (his

march would pick up a Red Book or a
revolutionary newspaper on their way o
pressure their Congressman. All this is
different from even a decade and a half
ago, and a symptom of the deepening rot
ol imperialism. To 1ake advantage of
this for revolution.is one thing. But to
stake revolutionary strategy on work
among this strata, “‘pushing them to/the
left,'” can only mean suffocaling the
heart of revolutionary strategy under the
mainstream' and sacrificing the real
revolutionary interests of the interna-
tional proletariat.

The economism of today i§ similar (o
thavof Lenin’s day—people who, as Bob
Avakian notes in his article, Coming
From' Behind' (o Muake Revolution,
“wanted to keep the working  class
movement on' the level of waging only
the economic Strugele and wanted' fur-
thermore 1o degrade rhe communist
movemenl to the level of trade unionist,
reformist politics, attempting to smother
the enlightened (advanced)workers, and
the socialist organizations as well,
beneath the spantaneous level of'siruggle
and (bourgeois) consciousness Lhat still
characterized (he majority. of the
workers."'

The basic approach of these forces in
the- moyemen! has been'that the AFL-
C10O leadership is taking a good and cor-
rect step “'to the left’” and (hat what's

« now demanded is that they stick to

(X}

it—or be “‘pushed further along."’ or
even “‘exposed lor not deing so.”" The
problem is the road itself. This road is
well-worn already by a counter-
revoltitionary line, the main social base
of which lies among a privileged
aristocracy of labor and which holds the
allegiance of many more mporarily
bourgeoisified workers. IU's been part of

the political complexion of U.S. society
for years and will grow more pronounc-
ed in the coming period. “‘In the years
ahead, as millions and tens of millions
are drawn inlo: political life, into
sharpening debale and struggle, whai
road they take—and whether they fight
and sacrifice in the cause of preserving
the enslavement of the world's people,
and their own as an inseparable part of
that, orF in the histori¢ battle to abolish
that enslavement—will depend not only
on the objective conditions bul alsoito a
significant degree on the stand and ac-
tions of the class-conscious workers, all
along the way as well as at the decisive
hour, The banner of the working class
will' be increasingly claimed and' con-
tested for by both the class-conscious
proletarial and the labor licutenants of
the capitalist class, for both'the represen-
tatives of the prolelarial and those of the
imperialists recognize, with: opposiie
viewpoints and opposite aims, the poten-
tial role of the working class to over-
throw imperialism. Within the working
class lwa camps, representing (wo roads,
will'be increasingly shaping up and fac-
ing off: ithose, a privileged aristocracy
representing the minorilty who will cling
to the bribes imperialism' affords them
and fight 10 keep U.S. imperialism
supreme in order (o ensure the blood-
soaked spoils; and those who have no
stake in this system, representing the
great majority, wha lead the masses: in
fighting for their real inlerests—to forge
a revolutionary way lorward out of this
oulmoded and barbarous system.’" (New

Progranine and New Constitition of

the RCR, USA, pp. 9-10) il

CORRBECTION

In the articie "'Diablo Canyon: Block-
ade Throws' Up Questions” (RW No.
122), a misplaced word rendered' the
content of ane sentence incorrect. The

- first sentence of the fourth full para-

graph in column four (p: 2) should read:

“Many have expressed opposition o
the 'mainstream’ line and desire lo
unite with the proletariat and the op-
pressed masses.”
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New Programme and
New Constitution of the
Revolutionary
Communist

Party, USA

These documents contain basic principles and general guidelines for the
struggle all the way to worldwide classless society, communism. But from
this perspective they are written especially with the immediate situation in
mind. This is a battle plan for a period in which great challenges and great
revolutionary possibilities are on the order of the day in this country and the
whole world.
These documents have been weapons in preparation since March 1980. At
that time they were published as drafts for discussion and have been widely
circulated. They have since been the subject of debate and discussion both
within the Party and more broadly in the pages of the Revolutionary Worker.
This process included comments and criticisms from comrades international-
iy as well. In this way, the drafts have been greatly strengthened, particularly
in their proletarian internationalist character. Now, having been approved by
the Central Committee of the Party, the final versions have been made public.
These are documents whose vision is worldwide and lofty, and at the same
time which pose immediate challenges and give our Party’'s basic answer to . Es New Programme and New Constitution of the
the urgent situation facing the people of the whole world, including the = Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.
masses of this country. Not only are the problems addressed, but so too are $3.00 (include $.50 postage)
the basic solutions offered by the road of proletarian revolution. :
With the publication of these documents, our Party calls on people to take : RCP Publications
them up and invites individuals and groups broadly to engage in serious Chicpéoé.%ixsgggg
discussion with us about them. Write us, meet with us—unite with us to carry 9°.
them out.

Published as a separate pamphlet

New Constitution

Contains a section on the General Line
of the RCP, USA and 11 Articles

Article 1

Any proletarian or any other person involved in the revolutionary struggle who
accepts the Constitution of the Party, is committed to working actively in a Party
organization, to carrying out the Party's decisions and to observing Party discipline and

Wh d ese paying Party membership dues, may become a member of the Revolutionary Communist
Party, USA.
at -O‘GS ’t mean Those who join the Party should be fearless in the face of the enemy and dedicated
to Join the in the cause of the proletariat. They should expect and be prepared for persecution,
i X imprisonment and murder at the hands of the enemy, and not a soft job, a comfortable
Revolut:onary position and a career. But beyond that, they must be guided by the largeness of mind
- characteristic of the proletariat, study energetically and actively apply the science of
COmmunlSt Party, Marxism-Leninism and be prepared to go against any tide that is opposed to Marxism-
USA 2 Leninism, be vanguard fighters among the masses and be ready to take up any post,
g fulfill any task that serves the revolution, not only in the particular country but
internationally. The Party must be made up of people whose lives are devoted to the
revolutionary struggle of the international proletariat and the achievement of its historic

New Constitution mission: worldwide communism.

RASIRGHGD 500 posiagt) from the New Constitution




