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Henry Kissinger jabs with his swag-
ger stick at a colorful map of Northern
Africa and the Mediterranean, explain-
ing to an attentive Ted Koppel the in-
tracicies of “‘Libya’s plot™’ tocarve out
a ‘“*North African empire.”” Six thou-
sand miles from the New York studios
of ABC’s ““Nightline,"” the U.S. Sixth
Fleet was steaming away from the Li-
byan coast after claiming that U.S.

F-14s shot down two Libyan jets in the |

Gulf of Sidra. When it comes to em-
pires, Henry’s an expert.

“The United States is a sea-faring na-
tion,"" Kissinger concluded. “"We will
not be intimidated from' éxercising our
right to navigate the open seas.”" Kissin-
ger was clearly relishing his role as a
swashbuckling pirate; he required only a
patch over one eye and a red, white and
blue bandana to complete the effect,

Meanwhile, back at the Pentagon, in
what the news media described as a
moed of “exuliation,”’ administration
officials were dancing around the
battleboard belting out choruses of
“Yo ho ho and a bottle of rum.”
Despite smirking “‘official denials,” the
U.S. imperialists. were making no real
effort to conceal that they had planned
a deliberate operation aimed at
“bloodying the nose’" of Libyan leader
Colonel Muammar el-Qaddafi, and
demonstrating that the U.S, is still the
number one ‘‘terrorist of the 7 seas."

Continued on page 16
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Asterisk indicates site of incident

For nearly six weeks a mass hunger
strike in Mamak Prison, the main mili-
tary prison- in Ankara, Turkey, has
been going on. The hunger strike till
death, led by sympathizers of the
Communist Party of Turkey Marxist-
Leninist (TKPML) and initially involv-
ing 350 prisoners, including over 50 wo-
men, has spread to at least two other
prisons in Istanbul, and the number of
hunger strikers has grown to nearly 500.

On August 15 in Cologne, West Ger-
many, 80 demonstrators, supporters of
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the revolutionary newspaper Partizan,
occupied the Consulate of Turkey, de-
manding that the Turkish government
meet the hunger strikers® demands and
demanding to know where the revolu-
tionary Silleyman Cihan is and what the
junta has done to him. Siileyman Ci-
han, who the Turkish authorities have
alleged is a leading member of the
TKPML, was arrested by plainclothes
policemen in Istanbul on August 1 and
has been missing since his arrest. (See
press release, page 3)
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The hunger strike in Turkey was
sparked after a new decree by the mili-
tary junta that allowed the political
police to interrogate (read: torture)
already sentenced prisoners for further
information and to develop new char-
ges against them. For many of the pri-
soners this is a certain death sentence.
The demands of the hunger strikers, the
majority of whom are awaiting mass
trials, include; 1) the end of torture and
death sentences; 2) longer visiting pe-

Continued on page 3

ISSN 0193-3485 50¢




Page 2—Revolutionary Worker—August 21, 1981

U.S. Sponsored Azedegan Group

On August 14, the Tabarzin, one of
three 160-foot gunboats sailing from
France to Iran was hijacked off the
coast of Spain by Lhe reactionary exile
group Azedegan, led by General
Bahram Aryana, a former Chief of
Stalf of the Iranian Armed Forces
under the Shah. RW" readers are
familiar with Aryana through exposure
of secret documents (RW No. 114) and
further apalysis in last week’s issue,
which tevealed that Aryana is a central
figure in U.S. coup-plotting activity,
should the IRP fail them in Iran. Now
Aryana and his group, formerly men-
tioned only in secret documents, reac-
tionary exile newspapers and! confiden-
tial, inter-imperialist journals, have
made their public debut with this gun-
boat hijacking. With much assistance
from the Western press, Azedegan
spokesmen in Paris announced their ac-
tion with great fanfare, claiming that
this was “*the start of a series of opera-
tions'which would destroy the regime of
Ayatollah Khomeini.” The adventures
of the hijackers were reported dutifully
every day in major imperialist
newspapers. One gets the feeling that
behindl closed doors imperialist politi-
cians alfectionately refer to them as
“the little gunboat,’ and the press has
{aken to (ranslating the name Azedegan
as “‘Born Free’’—no doubi after the
theme song from the movie about a lion
cub who is raised by gamewardens

when its mother is killed and then'let go'.

when it is able (o fend for itself. While
this symbalism might tickle the U.S.
imperialists, @ more appropriale theme
song for the Azedegan would be the
Marine Hymn.

This was the first lime that Aryana
and his rightist ex-military men have

Iranian Reactionaries

Seize Gunboat

been given such international publicity,
and this was exactly the purpose of the
whale incident. The hijacking put 'the
Azedegan group on the map, and was
mean!l Lo signal the reactionary exile
community and rightist forces in Iran,
particularly in the military, that Aryana
commands a wiable [orce. All this
points to approval by the U.S. govern-
ment Lo start unleashing the exiles and
to 'develop. international backing for
their operations oultside, as well as in-
side, Iran. Aryana himself reportedly
left France three weeks ago in order to
set up a clandestine military head-
quarters close la the Iranian-Turkish
border.

The group that seized the gunboat
consisted of 15-20 men, mostly army
and navy officers who had fled Iran
during the revolution, and was led by
former Admiral Kamal Habibolahi, the
last commander of (he Iranian Navy
under the Shah. The exiles clearly had
access to inside information about the
whereabouts of the gunboats since they
left Cherbourg in the north of France
on August 2. They chartered.a commer-
cial tugboat in Cadiz, Spain.and' forced
the tugboat crew Lo sail out (o meet the
gunboats, Then the great ‘‘capture”
took place, with (the assistance of
crewmen and olficers on'the Tabarzin.
According Lo'several Spanish witnesses,
not only did the gunboat slow down to
let the tug catch it, but several men on
board were seen throwing lines to the
exiles—a graphic demonstration of the
continuing close lies between exile
groups and pro-imperialist elements
operating inside Iran's armed forces.
The exiles then made it even clearer that
they weren'l attacking the lIranian
military, but the present regime: im-

mediately after hijacking the Tabarzin
they senl oul a‘message stating that the
crewmen would not be harmed'because
they were operating under orders from
their commanders and were *‘just doing
their duty.”'

The missile-firing gunboats were the
last of an order 'of 12 placed by the
Shah’s regime with France in 1974. Bul
they were held up,” first during the
revolutionary upheaval in 1978-79 and
then during the hostage crisis. Two
weeks ago, French President Mitterand
ordered their release as a gesture of sup-
port for the current IRP regime and ap-
parently in order (o defuse the regime’s
anger over France's decision to provide
political asylum to President Bani-Sadr
and Mojahadeen leader Rajavi.

However, both the ease with which
the hijacking ook place and its final
outcome point to French complicity in
the matter. For one thing, it has come
out that Adm. Habibolahi was per-
sonally involved in the Shah’s program
of buying these ships from France and
was on close terms with French military
authorities. Beyond this, the French im-
perialists appear 1o be following a
strategy similar to that of the U.S. of
extending support to the IRP’s reac-
tionary ‘government (it has been Iran’s
larges! Irading partner since the Shah’s
averthrow) while preparing other op-
tions if the IRP becomes dangerously
weakened. Thus, they have allowed ex-
iles such as Aryana’s group and former
Prime Minister Bakhtiar free rein in
France 1o organize (heir reactionary
conspiracies. When the Iranian govern-
ment'demanded that France caplure the
Tubarzin and turn it over, the uncon-
vincing reply. was thal *‘this is no longer
a Frenc¢h affair since the boats were

delivered by us and paid for by Iran.”
Al this very time, Azedegan spokesmen
were blabbing (o eager reporters in
Paris, and the hijacked boat was on its
way (o southern France after a brief
stop in Morocco. The Tabarzin showed
up next in Marseilles, and after
threatening to blow up the boat if fuel

and supplies were not provided, the hi-

jackers accepted the French authorities’
offer of safe conduct (and possible
asylum) in Erance in exchange for giv-
ing up the ship. The whole affair smell-
ed of having been pre-rehearsed, from
stari to finish,

Also very interesting was the treat-
ment these reactionary exiles received
from the Western governments in the
area and in the press. For nearly a
week, they were sailing around on a hi-
jacked boat in the Mediterranean—in
waters known to be the exclusive pre-
serve of the U.S. Sixth FEleet and the
French and Spanish navies. During this
time, these “‘rebels,” .‘‘commandos"
(as they were called in the press), func-
tioned as a sea-based broadcasting sta-
tion, sending out’a stream of reac-
{ionary communiques asserting their in-
tentions of bringing back the good old
days of total imperialist domination
over Iran. The Western press needed no
urging (o pick up and relay such broad-
casts. Looking at this incident from
another angle, any group that hijacked
a boat in order lo expose U.S. im-
perialismand its crimes and aggression
worldwide would immediately: have
been labelled ‘“*a bunch of terrorists"
and blown out ofthe water by U.S.
planes and gunships in order (o main-
tain *‘freedom of the'seas.” ]

Free the Mao Tsetung
Defendants!

Drop All the Charges
Against Bob Avakian!

Stop the Railroad!
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“THAT’S OUR LAKE”

Continved from page 1

It is ridiculously obvious that the
LS. was 1aking no chances that this
latest muscle flexing show would
degenerate into another fiasco such as
the so-called heroic hostage rescue mis-
sion of April 1980. On direct orders
from President Reagan, the entire U.S.
Sixth Fieet parked ftsell off the coast of
Libva for this dramatic ‘“‘test of
strengrh.’' In a widely publicized item
in the August 24 issue of Newsweek
magazine, which appeared on the
stands a few days before the jet fight,
the plan was brearhlessly laid oul:
“After months of debating how to
neutralize Muammar Qaddafi, the
Reagan administration this: week. will

‘offer its first direct challenge to the Li-

byan strongman. On insiructions from
President Reagan, Defense Secretary
Caspar Weinberger has ordered the
Sixth Fleet 1o conduct maneuvers off
the Libyan coast in the Gulf of Sidra,
which: Qaddafi declares to be Libyan
territory. The United Srates doesn’l
recognize Libya's: claim and will test
Qaddafi’s reactions—and those of his
allies in Moscow—by staging war
games inside the Gulf."

The official U.S. account of the inci-
dentis that two U.S. F-14s werg engag-
ed in a “combat air pairol™ in'interna-
tional waters as part of routine Sixth
Fleer firing exercises when two Soviel-
buill Libyan SU-22 jets appeared on the
radar screen. Suddenly and without
warning, one SU-22 “fired first," miss-
ing one U.S. jer with a heat-seeking
missile. The F-14s then followed
“routine engagemen! procedures’ by
blowing the SU-225 oul of the sky.

The question of *‘who fired first™ is

- certainly irrelevant in any case: the

whole affair was a blatani imperialis:
bullying and
deliberately designed to proclaim that
the only power with any “‘sovereigniy”™
or “territorial rights'" in‘the Mediterra-
neanis the U.S. Apart from the specific
goal of “humbling” Libya, the exercise
was suppesed 1o be yer another lesson
1o any other regimes in 1the Middle Easi
who inane way or another have stepped
otl ol line and a message 1o the
Kremlin: Bui since the blatant and

clumsy big lie is also 4 famous weapon

inthe LS. imperialist arsenal, it should
be noted that this weapon, teo, has un-
doubtedly been extensively emploved.
In ihe wake of the aerial doglight,
LS. officials and the media first claim-
ed thar the *“‘madman Qaddafi"
ordered his jeis to attack the F-l4s
because of an “insanc Libyan claim!
that its sovereignty extends 200:miles:in-
to the Mediterranean Sea. Kissinger
foamed on TV that *'I krnow of no
country in the world that recognizes
Libya's claims.™" In facr, Libya, along
with 76 other counirics, has raised rhe
issue of 4 200 mile limit only inrelation
10 economic righis, such as fishing and
sed  floor mineral extraction.
libya—again, along with dozens of
other countries—claims 1erritorial
sovereignty off limits 1o loreign
military forces just 12 miles from' its
coastline. A glance at Libya's coasial
map, however shows that the Gulf of
Sidra is in effect ‘a Libyan bay; Libya
insists that in the area ol the Gull, its
territorial limits run 12 miles north of
the baseline drawn from the mouth of
the Gulf. It was this baseline which the
ULS, F-l4s deliberately crossed
repeatedly during the Sixth Fleet's so-
called **exercises.™ )
According to U.S. accounts, Libyan
NM1G-23s had repeatedly flown toward

the exercise area and had been in-

tercepted and “‘warned’’ off by F-14s;
the U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense
Frank €arlucei claimed that 38 such
incidents had '‘occurred before the
“dogfight,”” and that the F-14s were
engaged in another such mission when
one Libyan jet fired a missile. But the
jet: fight oecurred not in the vicinity 'of
the Sixth Fleet, but in Libya's own Gulf
of Sidra.

Adntinistration  briefings on the
episode initially attempied to skirt over

_the fact that the Libyan SU-228 are

designed’ only for close air support
against ground troops or anks, are not
at all comparable to F-14s or likely to
beemployed in a planned dogfight wilh
thém, But on August 20th “*an unnam-

lerronzing operation .

ed Pentagon source'" was quoted in the
New York Daily News as admitting that
“the SU-22., .was the most unlikely
plane to use if there had been a
deliberate Libyan plan to attack the
highly sophisticated Navy F-14s. ‘It's
like sending a ’56 Plymouth on the
Grand Prix Tour of auto racing,” he
said.”"

The same “Pentagon source” was
quoted in the News as stating that the
U.S. jets were flving straight toward the
Libyan coast at 500 miles an hour, and,
when Libyan jets were five miles away
from the U.S. jets the F-14s suddenly
began to “‘scramble,’” maneuvers
which, he stated “*may have caused (he
Libvan pilot who fired the missile to
believe himself to be under attack by
the F-14s."* All this, the “source’” con-
cluded meant that it was probably that
the Libyan pilot “‘acted on his own,”
without instructions from the Libyan
government.

But the leaking of these ‘*‘new
details™ came on the heels of a sharply
different Libyan account. According to
the Libyan version, 8 U.S. jets attacked
the two SU-22s in the Gulf, and one
U.S. jet was shot down. The Libyan

-government has produced a tape which

il claims contains a recording of radio
transmissions during a U.S. search for
the downed F-14. Libya has also in-
dicated that it will soon produce the
wreckage of the downed U.S. jet.

The U.S., while heatedly denying the
Libyan charges, is now rushing 1o
declare the incident “‘closed, as far as
we're concerned.’” The U.S. Navy at
first tried, unsuccessfully, to resist press:
requests for interviews with: the new
**heroes," the four crewmen of the two
F-14s the U.S. claims were involved, on

the grounds that if their identities were

disclosed they might become “‘targets
for Libyan terrorism.” While Ronald
Reagan emerged from his California
ranch Lo stand on the deck of the air-
craft carrier Constellation and boast
that *‘this should be a lesson that
nobody can fire at U.S. military. forces
and get away with it,” the administra-
tion is now scurrying to fend off closer
scrutiny of its story. 1t is nof necessarily
the case that the Libyan account mat-
ches *“‘the facts’ in every respect—the

* bourgeois Qaddafi regime has its own

propaganda priorities, both for
domestic consumption and interna-
tionally. But the essentials of what hap-
pened are elear and irrefutable already
and they had the U.S. as the clear ag-
gressor: The ULS. deployed a massive
military force off the coast of Libya
and set out'determined to manufacture
a ‘‘stirring U.S. victory.” “Frankly, I
think we sent a fleet in there to provoke
an incident, and provokean incident we
did, " crowed Louisiana Senator J. Ben-
nett Johnson. “*And we, in effect, won.
I think that's very proper we did i, and
if we'd just draw the line with some of
these dictators, we'd cut down their in-
fluence in the world.""

*The First Shot”" Isn't the Question

One blatant feature of the Gulf of
Sidra episode is thal it is intended as
anothier little “‘training exercise” for
people in this country on'the right way
Lo approach the question of “‘who is the
aggressor?”’ In any military conflict, no
matter what ‘‘really happened,'" the
other side is always ‘‘the aggressor.”
However wildly the U.S. rampages
around the world, right up to the com-
ing big war with:the Soviet Union, it's
all in “self-defense.’* If Israel can
bomb an Iraqgi nuclear reactor *fin self-
defense,’” certainly the ULS. can attack
Libyan jets in Libyan waters afier sta-
tioning a huge military fleet off the Lj-
byan coast 6,000 miles from the U.S.
“in: self-defense”—and even admil
their intention te deliberately provoke
an incident in order 1o exercise their
Heacred right 1o self-defense.” The
U.S. is constantly ranting and raving
about so-called Libyan ‘“ierrorism,"”
even charging thay the Libyan embassy
was “‘plotling assassinations™ n the
LI.S. But the variops U.S. schemes (o

‘assassinate Qaddafi which are calmly

discussed in leading U.S. imperialist
journals  don’t  qualily as
“terrorism!'—only as proof that the
LS. won't be pushed around anymore
by “‘iwo-bit dictators.” But if a two-bit

dictator wants to do, the U.S. bidding,
on !he other hand, as Prime Minister
Begin of Israel could easily tell us, the

U.S. can think of plenty of ways to

utilize his appetite for “terrorist activi-
ty’" in the service of U.S. imperialism.
“Who fired first’ and *“‘the right to
self-defense’™ have relevance only as
rhetorical figleafs for the politics of im-
perialist aggression. Let this “Gulf of
Sidra™ incident be a **training exercise’*
of another sort for awake and class-
conscious people—the real question is
never ‘‘whol shot first,” but what
politics, what ecoriomics, what class in-
terests are being pursued. If the im-
perialists can understand that and act
on it from their class interests, then why
can't the proletariat?

On the other hand, however, the U.S.
does need tactically to maintain some
credibility for its version 'of events.
There are signs of concern in imperialist
circles that if the U.S. claim  that the
Libyans “*fired first™ doesn’t hold up,
or if other huge holes are punched in
their story, the whole thing could
backfire. The New York Times com-

ments. that. “‘the original Credibility-

Gap opened up, it will be recalled,”
when now admitted U.S. lies about the
Bay of Pigs and the Gulf of Tonkin in-
cidents were exposed. ‘‘There may be
no more to yesterday's episode in the
Gulf of Sidra than meets the eye, but in
this chastened era, Americans need
doubly o, be reassured.” In other
words, whatever cowardly little tricks
were pulled in the Gulf of Sidra, better
be coyered up good this time. The New
York Times, clearly, are believers in the
imperialist logic once spelled out by
Henry Kissinger: if we really want peo-
ple to fight for-us when we go to war,
then'we have to look like we have really
sought peace.

But, although_history has: proven a
thousand times that there is always
another layer of imperialist hypocrisy
and lies to uncover, there is really
nothing to be “‘proven’ in order to
assess the Gulf of Sidra incident for
precisely what it is. For somie time, the
U.S. has been engaged in a campaign
aimed al punishing Libya, a country of
21/2 million on the African coast of the
Mediterrancan, for its anti-U.S, stance

and its growing political and military

ties with the Soviet imperialists. In
December, 1979, in the wake of anti-

U.S. riots around the Arab world which .

followed the seizure of the U.S. em-
bassy in Iran, large crowds aftacked the
U.S. embassy in Tripoli, Libya. The
U.S. broke off diplomatic relalions.
This May, the U.S. government ordered

all remaining Libyan diplomats out of

the c¢ountry, charging them with
““fomenting terrorism’* within the U.S.
11 was revealed two months ago that the
U.S. CIA has presented to Congres-
sional intelligence commilteesa plan (o
overthrow the Qaddatfi regime; the plan
already had the approval of the White
House before it was presented 1o Con-
gress. Numerous press editorials have
called for the overthrow of Qaddafi,
and there has been open speculation
about the pros and cons of engincering
his assassination.

Despite the clear fact that Qaddafi,
who' toek power in Libya in 1969, is
mainly dependent on Soviet arms and
has moved closer to 4 role as a Soviel
surrogale, Lhere is bilter contention be-
tween the U.S. and the Saviel Union
over who will ultimately dominate and
control Libya. Libya is one of ithe

United States® principal oil suppliers; 6

large U.S. il companies maintain
operations in Libya and control the
main oil extraction operations. Libya
occupies animportant strategic position
both in Africa and the Middle East, I1
has: played an active military role in
North Africa and served as a principal
instrument of Soviet political influence
in the Arab world. Qaddafi, while cur-
rently close 1o the Soviets, also has his
own bourgeois nationalist interests 10
promote. The LS. press has com-
mented repeatedly during the Gull® of
Sidra episode that the Soviets ‘'do nol
trust’! Qaddali. The Soviet Union, by
the way, doesn't recognize Libya's
claim o/sovereignty in the Gull of Sidra
any more than'does the ULS.;it, 100, is
a  “‘maritime power," vigorous in
defense of its sacred right 1o prowl the

seas at will.

In the eyes of the U.S., one attractive
aspect of the plan to box Qaddafi'siears
was that it provided an opportunity also
to. indirectly tweak the nose of the
Soviet Union. The U.S. is very eager to
project the impression throughout the
Middle East that only the U.S, can real-
ly protect and reward its client regimes,
and that' hooking up with the Soviels is:
a sure recipe for getting vamped on by
the U.S., which exerts the dominant
military and political leverage in the
Middle East. This is by no means the
first time the U.S, has tried to drive this
particular point home, Kissinger also
mentioned the U.S. hope that
“moderate’’ elements: within. Libya
would begin to see the light, and that
either the current regime or a replace-
ment would begin ta steer towards the
U.S. camp.

Dreams of John Wayne

But the eareful U:S: plot to set up a
“brilliant military exploit’" in the Gulf
of Sidra had more to it than its desire 1o
knock Qaddafi upside the head in cir-
cumstances of absolute safety and over-
whelming superiority for the U.S. The
U.S. imperialisis are very anxious, not
only to have the world see how *‘big
and bad' it is, but to” whip.up public
sentiment in the U.S. for the glory days
of *‘gunboat diplomacy.”” to foster
some kind of dimwitted, slack-jawed
“‘pride’’ 1n the minds of the backward
in this country at the idea of U.S. forces
running around the globe stomping on
foreigners. This, of course, is another
big reason for the U.S. to challenge the
Libyan version of the outcome of the
battle. In the days of Teddy Roosevelt,
the U.S. policy of international piracy
was known as **Talk softly and carry a
big stick.” Those were more parochial
days for U.S. imperialism, when the
U.S. Marines principally occupied
themselves with terrorizing small states
in the Americas and were largely un-
challenged by any major imperialist
power in the Western hemisphere. But
today, of course, the real power the
LIS, has tosuck up'its gut and confront
is not -a so-called *‘Banana Republic,’
or Libya, but an equally brural and
militarily powerful imperialist rival, the
Soviet Union. And right along with
this, they also have to confront (and
have already been whipped several
times at the hands of) revolutionary
struggles of peoples worldwide. Maybe
that’'s why our swashbuckling Errol
Flynns and bow-legged Jlohn Waynes
in the ruling class don’t *‘talk softly"
about their petty thuggery (like this
week's) but are babbling with glee ai
every contrived and stage managed op-
portunity to strut their stuff as ““tough
guys.”

During Defense Secrelary
Weinberger's briefing ‘on the Gulfl of
Sidra incident, his gloating exultation
was so embarrassingly obvious that one
reporter brought it up. Weinberger cut
him off with irritalion, snapping ihat,
“1.don't.think it's necessary to do any
amadteur psychoanalysis at this time.'
Another Pentagon spokesman smirked,
in detailing the “*brilliant work"" of the
L.S. E-14 pilots, that *'I am constrain-
ed 1o editorialize thai what we have
worked—the problem is that we don't
have enough of it."" Ronald Reagan
bestowed the deck of the U.S.S. Con-
stellation (after 'his White House ad-
visors finally woke him and told him
the “‘greal news'') wearing a naval air
crewman's soft cap and spoke of the
importance of “‘impressing the world"'
with. U.S. military might. All' of this
breast-beating ceriainly does seem
designed (o conceal fear and hervous-
ness; everybody knows what a loud-
mouth braggart is Irying Lo cover up
with his bellowings. Butl Weinberger is
right: no:psychoanalysis is required 1o
understand  this , wild-eyed behavior.
With everyihing al stake in the ap-
proaching pirate war for the “*control of
the Seven Seas,'’ a little seasickness
among the " officers ol imperialism's
leaky armada is quite undersiandable,
11's brought on'by a queasy sort of sink-
ing feeling, Hold onto thar swagger
stick Henry—maybe it floats. [
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Planned ‘“Incidents’’ and the
Personification of a Fool

Dear RW,

Yesterday the U.S. imperialists claim
to have shot down two Libyan jets as a
part of war preparations |n the Mediter-

ranean. What is mainly going on here is

not the “democratic” U.S. teaching the
“terroristic”” Libyans a lesson, but the
imperialist U.S. gangsters sending a
message to the world, especially the

imperialist Soviet gangsters. All this
“they shot first” shit is part and parcel

of this. gangster logic. My own ex-

perience in the U.S. Navy around exact-

ly these “incidents" are a clear ex-

posure of this,

| was stationed at a major U.S. in-

telligence “listening post” in Turkey in
1971-1972. One day in late February,
1972 a panic went through the opera-

tions center. Two U.S. jets with Turkish

pilots, on a NATO mission, had “over-
flown” ‘the Turkish-Russian border on
the east side of the Black Sea and were
shot down by Soviet missiles. An “acci-

Treachery of

Continued from page 15

growing and spreading to/other camps,
the WRA began to institute a policy of
removing and isolating those “who
were addicted to troublemaking...."”
An isolation center was set up in Leupt,
Arizona where these “‘recalcitrants’’
were sent without trial, sentence, or any
way to defend themselves.

In January of 1943, the government
decided to “*allow the Nisei (second ge-
neration) to sign up for duty in the arm-
ed forces.”” Already groups had arisen
spontaneously and in more organized
ways to actively combat the leadership
of the JACL/ CP types, and the govern-
ment’s campaign for army volunteers
only spurred this rumbling ferment into
more direct action. One book describes
this incident: “The trouble began in
block 42, which contained only males.
Two-thirds of the residents of block 42
did not report for registration. On Feb-
ruary 18th and 19th, the names of those
failing to show were read in the mess
halls. Trucks were dispatched to bring
them to the registrar’s office, but no-
body boarded the truck. On February
21st WRA officials accompanied by
MP’s with machine guns and bayonets
went to block 42. 35 young Nisei and
Kibei (American-born Japanese raised
in Japan) already had their suitcases
packed. They were taken to jail.”’

Antagonisms grew in the camps as

controversy raged over how people -

should respond to this added insult.
The term “‘Inu,”” which literally means
dog and traitor, was commonly used
against those who worked with the
WRA and openly advocated signing up
for the army. Along with government
recruiters sent out to all the camps,
these ““Inu” were primed to create
public opinion broadly that this would
be an even further opportunity for them
to prove their loyalty. People were told
this- might *‘make it easier for us when
we get out of the camps.’’ But despite
this, it was a disappointing campaign
for the army. Out of all internees, only
1181 Nisei enrolled as volunteers, 6%
of the nearly 20,000 American cifizens
of Japanese ancestry of draft age. A
quota had also been announced by the
War Department for 500 women volun-
teers for the WACs, but only 139 even
applied. In fact, contrary to the govern-
ment’s hopes that the Japanese would
jump at the chance to ““fight for demo-
cracy’’ that had put them behind barb-
ed wire, the issue of loyalty and the
draft touched off a whole series of re-
bellions and protests. ;
When the government started the po-
licy of segregation, separating the loyal
from the disloyal, ‘the idea had origi-
nally been to segregate by degree of ties
and ancestry to Japan. But as events
were to prove, disloyalty and rebellion
didn’t necessarily represent loyalty to
Japan, as most books try to portray.
This became startlingly and uncomfor-

dental overflight'? No, a routine opera-
tion. The various officers were scurry-
ing around talking about 'how: the jets
were flying low, with their bomb bay
doors open, which is an act of war,

In a flash'the base commander and
other higher-up brass were running be-
tween the maps and the various Rus-
sian language radio intercepl opera-
tors, wanting to know what was being
said by the Soviets. Were these officers
worried about war? No. They were mak-
ing sure that they retrieved the Soviet
“order of battle," i.e., how the Russians
go to war, what their code words were,
the chain of command, etc. After all
these weren't maneuvers! This was a
live shootdowp, the real thing.

Lest anyone think thal these are just
two isolated incidents, they aren’t, In
training school, lifers often bragged
about these “incidents.' Soviet planes
flying over U.S. ships with bomb bay
doors open, U.S. planes doing the

the CPUSA

tably clear to the government when in
the process of carrying out their regis-
tration for the army, they required
every internee to answer a gquestion-
naire. For American citizens there were
two loyalty questions, 27 and 28. No.
27 read, “‘Are you willing to serve in the
armed forces of the United States on
combat duty when ordered?’” And 28
read, ‘“Would you swear unqualified
allegiance to the United States of Ame-
rica and faithfully defend the United

States from any and all attacks by fo-

reign or domestic forces, and forswear
any former allegiance or obedience to
the Japanese emperor or any other fo-
reign government power Or organiza-
tion?!* Over 4,000 male'Nisei, over a
quarter of the draft-age male American
citizens of Japanese ancestry, refused to
swear allegiance outright. And at Tule
Lake, those unregistered and those an-
swering “‘no’’ to the loyalty questions
constituted nearly half of all persons of
draft age (42%). Meanwhile, what were
the “‘Inu,”’ including the CP forces, do-
ing? At one camp some of the CP mem-
bers were the first to sign up for milita-
ry service—many times in direct opposi-
tion to boycotts by the ‘‘disloyal.’’ One

such “leftist’”” recently testified that

when' they were in the camps they were
threatened by young “hoodlums’” who
threw rocks at them and threatened
them as they worked making camou-
flage nets for the U.S. army. In fact
many of these Inuended up being segre-
gated from the general camp popula-
tion ““for their own protection.”

It was after this increasing inability
for even the “trustees’’ to get over in
convincing people to sign loyalty oaths
and sign up for the army that segrega-
tion was more aggressively put into ef-
fect. Tule Lake was designated as a
whole camp where all these ingrates
would be sent. For those who had dared
to resist, a double ‘‘man-proof”” fence,
8 feet high, was constructed around the
whole area, and the external guard was
increased from a couple hundred sol-
diers to full battalion strength (almost
1,000 men), A half dozen tanks were
lined up in full view of the residents,
and stout turnstiles were installed at the
only entrance. But soon after the gov-
ernment implemented this ingenious
tactic of putting all the troublemakers
together, several rebellions took place.
In November of 1943, National Direc-
tor Dillon Myer visited Tule Lake. A
protest group quickly organized a dem-
onstration involving over 5,000, and a
human barricade was formed encircling
the administration building for 3 hours
while Myer and administrative heads
within were confronted with charges of
neglect, incompetence and corruption,
A list of demands were presented for
immediate redress. Three nights later
the army invaded Tule Lake in force,
Tanks, jeeps and mounted machine
guns were brought in. On the outside

same.

Beyond the bragging though | have
more first-hand knowledge. A frequent
practice in the Black Sea area was for
NATO aircraft (a NATO aircraft in these
instances is almost always a U.S. jet
with a foreign pilot) to fly'a bombing or
strafing pattern over the Soviet city of
Sebastopel with bomb bay doors open.
They would approach the city at a level

of 50 feet above the Sea and fly as close:

to rooftop level as possible; There were
several reasons for this. ©One was to

test the Soviet's ability to detect them

and also to retrieve the precious “order
of battle!" and a second reason was
also why a populated area was chosen:
it was a means of terrorizing the Soviet
masses! Imagine looking up'and seeing
an open bomb bay, filled with bombs!
Another practice was to send 2 U.S,

destroyers, loaded with electronic .

listening gear, into the Black Sea during
Soviel maneuvers. | knew several guys

the press covered it like “‘the battlefront
at home.”" One racist editorial put it
like this: *“The WRA policy of coddling
and kid-gloving these treacherous, fa-
natical, insolent monkey men finally
has resulted in an incident which prom-
ises to clean up the whole mess.”” Mass
repression followed as Tule Lake be-
came an armed camp.

By this time the War Department had
concluded that not just at Tule Lake,
but in general, the *‘voluntary induc-
tions had been a flop.’” They announced
“involuntary inductions’’ and Selective
Service procedures would start imme-
diately. But again the response was not
exactly lines forming up to express gra-
titude. Inductees didn’t show up for
registration and physicals; some refused
to be sworn in or take military training.
And as a result, many were indicted for
violation of the Selective Service Act,
tried and eventually convicted.

For those in the camps, the naked hy-
pocrisy of ‘*American democracy’’ and
illusions about the ‘““land of the free’
were being torn away day by day. Still,
Inu leadership continued to work hand
in glove with the WRA even after gesta-
po-type raids were carried out, allin the
name of fighting the fascists' “‘over
there.” The WRA, however, was disap-
pointed to find that even after the segre-
gation, protests and resistance contin-
ued in all the other camps. Things got
hot, for example, at Manzanar’s kitch-
en 22. A mass meeting of internees was
held there and a list of those who colla-
borated with the government was read
aloud. Groups among the demonstra-
tors then began to move out, forming
again in a rally at the camp's police sta-
tion to demand the release of a resis-
tance leader, Camp police (composed
of internees) melted away, and in their
place appeared troops who pushed the
crowd away from the police station and
lined up with machine guns, rifles and
shotguns. The crowd jeered; tear gas
was thrown,

Whenthe crowd still formed back in-
to a group and continued the rally, the
troops opened fire, killing two and
wounding 10. The next day bells tolled
endlessly, and most of the camp wore
mourning bands in protest.

The Heart Mountain Camp, too, had
its share of ““Inu’’ leadership. When the
loyalty question at registration was ad-
ministered, while an informal boycott
by most Nisei was going on, the Heart
Mountain Sentinel (the evacuee-run
newspaper which backed the WRA) in-
sisted that *‘too much was at stake to
brood over the injustices of the past.”
When only 38 men volunteered for the
army, the government then began en-
forcing stricter segregation. By the end
of September some 900 were shipped
out to Tule Lake and replaced with
1000 loyal’’ evacuees. Still opposition
continued, including more organized
forms, One leader of the left opposition
was Kiyoshi Okamoto, a Nisei who
formed the Fair Play Committee of One
and began to agitate and hold open
forums in the camps. Most of the com-

who went on these, and they would
never say what they did, except to
remark, ‘|t was hairy.” These guys were
always gung-ho types. That was a prere-
quisite, While we all had Top Secret
Security Clearances, not all of us were
considered "'reliable."

Submarines were always: trying 'to
provoke firings, for the same reason. If
you wanlt to Know the personification of
the word **fool,'" it Is a lifer that brags
about having had a torpedo fired at him.
This is also how both blocs of im-
perialists test their “evasive maneuver"
gear.

There was one bone that was stuck in
the imperialists' throats. | mentioned
that some of us weren't allowed to go
on these types of maneuvers because
we weren't “reliable!!'" This shit I'm
writing about took place during the
Vietnam war, and it opened a lot of our
eyes even wider. As Bob Avakian has
pointed out, there are a lot of us that
U.S. imperialism has trained, and this
includes in intelligence gathering. |
think that the proletariat of the world
will find us very reliable.

A Co-conspirator

mittee’s energies went into fighting
legally, and they had supporters outside
like attorneys and’others: who gave
them publicity. The Committee also
began to distribute its own bulletins
within the camp, urging others to ac-
tively resist. In the first week of March,
12 Nisei refused to board the bus to
take Selective Service physicals, and
others were vowing to do the same
when called. One supporter on the out-
side, James Omura, who had taken an
anti-JACL line during the evacuations,
opened the columns of the Rocky Shim-
po newspaper to the committee. In
counterattacking the outrageous and
slanderous lies that the Sentinel had run
to discredit the committee, the Rocky
Shimpo ran an editorial that accused
the Sentinel of ‘‘perching a seat in the
great gallery of bigots, racist dema-
gogues, autocrats, and fascist-mind-
eds

On cue, the WRA *“‘discovered”’ in a
‘‘reexamination’” of Kioshi Okamoto’s

papers that there was evidence of dis- -

loyalty, and he was shipped off to Tule
Lake. Another leader, Isamu Horino,
in order to dramatize the lack of free-
dom and outrage at the whole incident,
publicly announced the intention of
leaving Heart' Mountain and in broad
daylight tried to walk out the main gate.
Naturally he was stopped and charged
with overt disloyalty. And he too was
immediately shipped off to Tule Lake.
A project director, Robertson, argued
that Omura’s editorials in the Rocky
Shimpo bordered on ‘‘sedition,’’ and
editorials in the Sentinel (remember this
was run by the “Inu’’ in the camps) at-
tacked Omura for “‘prostituting privile-
ges of freedom of the press to advocate
an un-American stand.” Federal offi-
cials seized Omura’s records and letters,
and he and his staff were all fired. A
month later the federal grand jury in-
dicted the draft resisters from Heart
Mountain; who had now grown to 63,
and they were tried in the largest mass
trials for draft resistance in the history
of the U.S. They were all found guilty
and sentenced to 3 years imprisonment.
One other thing must be said about
the resistance not only at Heart Moun-
tain and Tule but in all the camps. Most
of this was spontaneous and scattered
and was still within the confines of pro-
testing that this was ‘‘not what Ameri-
can democracy is supposed to be like:"’
While it indicted the government, it was
still full of illusions about the real
nature of imperialism and mainly rebel-
led from the point of view that, as one
Rocky Shimpo editorial said, “‘It has
deserted justice, fair play, equal rights
and all that are revered in our Constitu-
tion and in the government of the Unit-
ed States.!” But as pointed out before,
while the JACL and such community
leaders must becriticized for their com-
plicity: with the government, an even
more indicting finger must be pointed
to the CP, who doomed all this resis-
tance to spontaneity. As the R W article
pointed out, the CP ‘‘not only went
Continued on page 18






War,Revolutionary

Defeatism

Continued from page 12

conquest by *‘their’ bourgeoisie, 4) too
afraid to do anything. Remember, there
are no limits to: Soviet hegemonism!

And what is the role of the class-
canscious forees in the world, and the
concept of revolutionary defeatism dur-
ing the coming period? Here the CUQ
repeatedly drags out the erroneous line
of the Comintern approaching WW2.
(For a comprehensive study and
thorough refutation of this line, refer to
Revolution wmagazine, June, 1981).
Completely betraying internationalism,
this line held that **the immediate ques-
tion was not proletarian revolution',
but *“saving the working class and its
people from fascism™'. So what is it that
the CUO would have the vanguard par-
ties of the international working class
do (especially here in the U.S.)? *'One
of the most important tasks for
American communists within the united
front is to develop “‘a new perspec-
tive’” and *‘reverse itself’!, by uniting
with the U.S. ruling class and soft-
peddling 'U.S. imperialism to the
masses, giving ‘‘serious reconsidera-
tion...to the defense budget, NATO,
draft registration, civil defense,...”,
and, no doubt, just doing what they're
told.

The CUO sneakily (never outright)
attacks the line of the RCP; *Thereis a
‘left” version...which says that ‘the
chief responsibility of American revolu-
tionaries in the struggle against the two
superpowers is to make revolution in
the 1J.S.” ** They even intimate that the
Soviets are supplying material support.
Instead, the CUQ says, **prospects for"
revolution “‘in the U.S. would be bet-
ter. . .if the Soviet Union loses, better
under a'democratic than under a social
fascist regime."" According to them, the
class-conscious forces in the U.S.
should not be exposing the crimes of
U.S. imperialism and preparing for
revolution here; here in an advanced
imperialist country where the national
question has long ceased (o be the
guiding principle; where the real tasks
for proletarians is releasing half the
world from its burdens of oppression
by eliminating the source—U.S. im-
perialism.

Rather, the CUQ would have you be
“‘particularly alert to the problems of
Browderism, taking the lead in summ-
ing up that phenemenon’'. There seems
little doubt that the CUO will take the
lead in propagating such garbage as
Browderism in every way possible. The
highest pinnacle they would have the
masses aspire Lo is to unile with the

1J.S. rulers to defend America from the -

Saviet Demons.

No, there’s nothing new here, it's the
same old opportunist junk. A line that
would have the masses throw away any
chance for revolution by capitulating to
ruling class domination and another
round of grinding oppression. The U.S.
government must surely rejoice to see
that they have such stalwart allies in the
‘communist’’ movement.

A reader,
P.M.

o -

August 13, 1981

Tothe RW
Comrades,

I have just finished reading the ex-
cespts in RW 115 from the pamphlet by
the Communist Unity Organization
(CUO). More to the point I should say 1
have just finished puking after reading
it. I wouldn’t be surprised if, when you
ordered a copy of the pamphlet you got
a complimentary American flag lapel
pin just like the one Archie Bunker
wears,

At any rate in the interest of being a
part of the debate oyer the questions
raised by this pamphlet I would like to
offer some observations about what are
some of the main problems with it.

It seems to me that the main body of
the thing falls into two categories. (1)
The current situation and (2) The tasks

for the coming period. These categories
are mine.

The first thing they get wrong is the
current situation. While it is true as they
say in their introduction that in the '80s
““events of historic significance are tak-
ing place’” the main event they miss is
the possibility of proletarian revolu-
tion, The word itself is never used once
in the body of the piece and when it is
used in what appears to be an appendix
it is only referred to historically (i.e.,
something that happened a long time
ago but certainly can’t happen now.
And god forbid that it should happen
here).

No, the situation now is seen by them
as totally between the U.S. and the So-
viet Union with absolutely no role
whatscever for the masses of people to
play. One place this stands out starkly is
when they mention the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan. ““But even as the Af-
ghan rebels make valiant (but to the
CUO useless—L.M.) efforts to rid their
country of Soviet troops, their forces
are no match for the Soviet Union arm-
ed with sophisticated weaponry and the
lessons learned’ from the U.S. in Viet-
nam.” I would just like to say in pass-
ing that one of the lessons that was
learned in Vietnam was that a political-
ly aroused and conscious people can
kick ass on a larger aggressor. Not only
has the CUO and the Soviet Union not
learned this but the CUQ hopes that
none of the masses of the world learn it
either,

But I think this speaks to a much lar-
ger question' of this group (and many
others), whose outlook is so narrow.
They only see the bad aspects of the si-
tuation that are arising for the bour-
geoisie but don’t see the opportunities
shaping up for the proletarian forces.
The wgole pamphlet is an example of
that. How else could you say that the
U.S. is a positive factor in anything? It
also speaks to how they can negate rey-
olutionary defeatism and even try to get
Lenin to help them out in the process!
More about this later.

To return to their one-sided view of
the current situation, they present it as
all the danger of the Soyiet Union and a
seemingly impotent U.S. floundering in
the face of this threat. (Actually it’s a
question of which is more disgusting—
their pissing and moaning about the
‘“‘decline’” of the U.S. or their blatant
national chauvinism which is a part of
and goes hand-in-hand with it.) Many
of the recent crimes of the Soviet Union
are focused on while the crimes of the
U.S. are completely glossed over. One
example of this is where they state,
““The nonaligned (sic!!—L.M.) move-
ment has condemned the invasion of
Kampuchea (by Vietnam who by now is
a Soviet-dominated country—L.M.)
and nations of Asia, Africa and South
America have also condemned the inva-
sion of Afghanistan.”” Without going
into how the so-called non-aligned
countries:are related to the U.S. it is in-
teresting that they don’t mention the at-
tempted invasion of Iran under the
cover of a ‘‘free the hostages™ attempt.
But then when you’re trying to get peo-
ple to capitulate to their own bourgeoi-
sie you don’t want to dwell on those
things too much.

They do go to great lengths to explain
why they think the Soviet Union is be-

ing so aggressive, all (or most) of which

is irrelevant, The reason this is so is that
they gloss over the contradictions of im-
perialism which are driving both the
U.S. and the Soviet Union to war. In
his pamphlet ‘‘Imperialism, The High-
est Stage of Capitalism,’" Lenin writes
that it (the pamphlet) is for the reader
“‘to understand the fundamental econo-
mic question, viz., the question of the
economic essence of imperialism, for
unless this is studied, it will be impossi-
ble to understand and appraise modern
war and modern politics."” The part
about being unable to appraise modern
war and modern politics is what is rele-
vant here because that is exactly what
the CUO can’t do.

A few words here about what they see
as the prospect for world war and their
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attitude about it'(we already know what
they think about revolution because
they never mention it), They don’t real-
ly believe it can happen. Or at least if it
does happen the Soviet Union will be
the “‘aggressor” and the U.S. is the on-
ly one who can stop it. At any rate they
say this'is a *‘pre-war period. It is not a
period of ‘detente’ or Cold War II,
rather it is'a period in which a world
war might occur sooner rather than
later in the absence of a'conscious inter-
national effort to halt the Soviet Union
and postpone war’ (emphasis mine
—L.M.).

It seems to me that this talk of war
might happen and/or trying to post-
pone it is still attempting to deny the
reality of the situation éven in the face
of just the perceptual evidence to the
contrary. They even repeat in Section
D, paragraph 2 of their appendix
(where they break all records in flip-
ping from what they call international-
ism to narrowing people’s sights to eco-
nomic issues): *‘In the United States as
in' the rest of the world, the most vital
interest of the masses is to avoid, or to
postpone the horror of a new world
war.” It is this horror that they clearly
focus on rather than the prospects for
revolution. Make no mistake about it,
World War III will be unspeakably hor-
rible. This is exactly why we cannot
forget Lenin’s advice that ‘‘capitalism
is an endless horror.’’ And the only way
to stop that horror is proletarian revo-
lution.

These have been just a few examples
of what a twisted and distorted view of
reality this organization has about how
they sum up the present situation,
There is much more that could be
shown item by item but I wanted to
briefly point these out to lay the basis
for a discussion of what they see as the
tasks for the coming period.

‘As I see it, the task they have in mind
can be summed up in one word: CAPI-
TULATION. Whatever their intentions
are (and I think their intentions are
pretty disgusting) objectively that is the
end result of their program. Asthe New
Programme of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party says, ““The banner of the

working class will be increasingly con-
tested for by both the class-conscious
proletariat and the labor lieutenants of
the capitalist class, for both recognize
with opposite viewpoints and opposite
aims, the potential role of the working
class to overthrow imperialism.””

Clearly the CUO are not “‘the labor
lieutenants’! that the New Programme
is speaking of here. However, they do
fall squarely into that camp and are ob-
jectively 'aiding- the bourgeoisie as a
whole by attempting to pull the wool
over the eyes of the class-conscious.
This is the most shameful and disgust-
ing thing about their whole effort. At a
time when literally earth-shaking events
are shaping up on the foreseeable hori-
zon, these so-called communists are
groveling at the feet of the imperialists
and bleating about the ‘“‘decline’’ of the
U.S.’s empire.

This is one of the things that Lenin
directed a lot of fire at Kautsky for do-
ing. In ‘““Imperialism and the Split in
Socialism,’* which was reprinted in RW
No. 114, Lenin says that ‘“The danger
of Kautskyism lies in the fact that, us-
ing the ideology of the past, it endea-
vours to reconcile the proletariat with
the ‘bourgeois labor party’ to preserve
the unity of the proletariat with that
party and thereby enhance the latter’s
prestige.”” What else is the CUO’s
““‘united front against hegemonism®* but
an attempt to preserve the unity of the
proletariat with the bourgeoisie?

In conclusion it should be pointed
out that the CUQ is not alone. They are
a part of the trend that was referred to
above in the quote from the New Pro- .
grammte of the RCP. But no matter.
how much they (or anyone else like
them) spew this kind of' reactionary
trash, the fact of the matter is they are
on the wrong end of history. We cannot
go forward by clinging to the past. With
the guiding beacon of Marxism-Lenin-
ism, Mao Tsetung Thought we can
move through the storms ahead, defeat
opportunism and reaction:and move so-
ciety to'a whole new level.

In the struggle,
L.M.
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