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Unable to cover this upsurge under
the shroud of darkness they have tried

In the wake of the death of yet
another Irish hunger striker last week,
the streets of Northern Ireland explod-
ed once again, blasting through the
news blackout of the U.S. and British
imperialists designed to make it appear
that things are cool and under control.,
On Tuesday, May 21, Patrick O'Hara,
a member of the Irish National Libera-
tion Army (INLA), became the fourth
hunger-striker to die at the hands of his
British captors since March 1. He, like
the three H-Block prisoners before
him—Bobby Sands, Francis Hughes,
and Raymond McCreesh—died behind
the barbed-wire compound of Long
Kesh Prison near Belfast, Northern
freland, He, like the others, had been
demanding the reinstitution of political
prisoner status. And, as in the after-
maths of their deaths, expressions of
anger and outrage rocked the streets in
cities across Northern Ireland. This
time, it was easily the most widespread
street fighting since the outbreaks first

began on April 15.

Scores of youth, in groups of up to
200 strong, engaged in running battles
with. authorities in Belfast, Derry,
Strabane, Lurgan, Portadown, and
Dungannon, as word of O'Hara’s death
spread across the land. In the Irish-
Catholic ghetto of West Belfast, where
three police stations were besieged, the

The day before the final round in the
French presidential election a critical ob-
server remarked with a wry smile, “Just

think, the day after tomorrow France
will pmbablyf&e a socialist country—and
we thought it would take a revolution.’’
This sarcastic remark of course, was a
deliberate exaggeration; it would be hard
to find anyone who actually thought the

probable election of Frangois Mitterand,
candidate of the Socialist Party (PS),

- would actually bring socialism.

fighting became so intense that British
troops and police quickly erected bar-
ricades to try to contain the youths in
their own neighborhoods. The Allied
Irish Bank was set on fire as were a
number of other places in the Belfast
business district, as crowds of youths
prevented fire-fighters from dousing
the blaze. Barricades and petrol bombs
greeted the armed forces of the state
wherever they showed their faces.

And Mitterand himself vehemently
denied that he even intended such a
thing, at least not in several lifetimes.

Still many believed (and still believe)
that a victory of the “left’’ would at

least open the door to progressive
change in France. On May 10, at a few
seconds past 8 p.m., when the news was
flashed over nationwide French TV that
Mitterand had beaten the incumbent

president Valerie Giscard d’Estaing to

end 23 years of so-called ‘‘conservative

to pull down around events in Northern
Ireland since the riots after Bobby
Sands’ death, the imperialists were
forced to let a little bit of what is really
going on in the country out. For the
first time in weeks, footage of the daily
street fighting was shown on U.S.
television. Even news and film footage
of the righteous rebellion of Irish youth
is considered extremely politically

Continued on page 12

'An Imperialist Power Colors Itself Pink

rule,’” tens of thousands and then hun-
dreds of thousands were pouring

jubilantly into the streets of Paris and

other major cities in France.

In Paris pandemonmm reigned in
many sections of the city as cheering
crowds surged through the streets, con-
verging on well-known landmarks and
districts from the Left Bank to the

Bastille.. Chants of ‘‘On a gagné”
(We’ve won) and ‘‘Giscard
> Continued on page 22







Bob Avakian Responds fo Lefter

In Today’s World Especially
“Slow Patient Work” Cannot Be Justified

May 29, 1981—Revolutionary Worker—Page 3

The following are some further excerplts from a let-
ter by Bob Avakian in response to a letter he received.
For previous excerpts from letter see RW Nos. 95, 96
and 102, March 6, 13 and April 24.

I think there are some problems in terms of viewing
things metaphysically—a tendency not only in the let-
ter and how it deals with the question of spirals, but at
least a danger and tendency to be guarded against in
general in how we approach this. Specifically, I mean
the tendency to act as if such spirals have a course of
development almost pre-ordained (actually, of course,
such an approach smacks of idealism as well). This
comes out in the letter when it says things like ‘‘the
current spiral is more one that conforms to the typical
motion of spirals and crisis under imperialism”’, What
does it mean, “‘conforms to the typical motion of
spirals”’? I don’t believe that there is such a thing as
the *‘typical motion’’ of them, and the notion of “‘con-
forming’ to such *‘tvpical motion®’ is metaphysical
(and idealist), smacking of religious-type dogma.
These spirals are spirals precisely because they are
determined by the struggle of opposites; they are com-
plex processes involving a number of important or ma-
jor contradictions, and there is no ““typical motion>’
that they are supposed to—or do—"‘conform’’ to. It is
true that these spirals have been described as (world)
war-to-war Spirals, or as the ‘‘Basic Principles’’*
documents puts it, such (inter-imperialist) wars are
nodal points in this development by spirals. And this is
correct as a basic characterization. But. .. 3

This must be understood according to materialist
dialectics. Specifically, when it is said that inter-
imperialist wars are nodal points this refers to the fact
that this has been the case so far and that it will again
be the case with the current conjuncture shaping up,
unless. . .Unless it is prevented by revolution, which is
actually a real possibility, and more than that
something to be urgently worked for. And if revolu-
tion does prevent world war, then of course there will
7ot be such a war and it will not be such a nodal point.
Not only is'it true that at some time in the future things
will have changed in the world in such a way that inter-
imperialist wars will no longer occur, but perhaps

* ““Basic Principles For The Unity of Marxist-Leninists And
For The Line of The International Communist Movement,”’
A Draft Position Paper for Discussion Prepared by the
Revolutionary Communist Party of Chile and the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party, USA. Available in English,
Spanish and French from RCP Publications, P.O. Box 3486,
Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL, 60654—ed.

before the possibility of their occurring is completely
eliminated it may be the case that even if they occur
they will not constitute nodal points in the develop-
ment of world events, at least not in the same way as
up to now. - -

Further, on the current conjuncture shaping up and
the world war looming as a decisive part of that:
neither the particular characteristics of that conjunc-
ture (including in what period of time it is shaping up,
with what overall alignment of forces, etc.) nor the
specific alignment of the imperialist blocs is something
that has resulted from “‘the typical motion of spirals
and crisis under imperialism,*” but is the result (with
variation of a major and minor sort still possible and
still occurring) of the development of a very complex
process—a major spiral understood in that sense. Was
capitalism bound to be restored in the Soviet Union,
and then in China—are these deyelopments to be con-
sidered part of the ““typical motion'’ referred to? And
how about the Vietnam war and its outcome? The
point is that things have developed to the particular
point where they are (and are continuing to develop)
but they were not bound to do so. True, such develop-
ment is determined by certain things, but these are not
“‘iron laws’’ of the type more appropriate to religious
mysticism or fatalism. It is determined by the fun-
damental contradiction of the bourgeois epoch—be-
tween socialized production and private appropria-
tion—and the internal and inter-related struggles of
particular things (contradictions) that play a major
(and minor) part in the motion of that fundamental
contradiction during this period in its development.

As things have actually developed on this basis,
world war did not come about (nor even have the same
likelihood ‘as now of coming about) in certain situa-
tions where there were major turning points in the
world (in particular the ones mentioned in the let-
ter—the restoration of capitalism in'the USSR in the
mid-50s, or later the upsurge of national liberation
struggles in the 1960s) nor did changes occur in the
world in such a way that the world balance of forces
was qualitatively altered so that the proletariat and not
the bourgeoisie had the upper hand in the world. But
such changes could possibly have occurred (either
world war, though with a different alignment than the
way it is now shaping up, or revolutionary advances of
such significance that the world balance of forces
shifted in favor of the international proletariat, or
conceivably both). It is with this kind of understand-
ing, and method, that we have to approach and deal
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Revolutionary Communist
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w?lh the historic conjuncture now shaping up, and not
with a metaphysical (and idealist) mechanical-
determinist one.

The point that ‘‘For Decades to Come—On A
World Scale™ is stressing (see excerpts from the latest
meeting of the RCP Central Committee in RW. No.
98—ed.) is that there are certain historic moments or
conjunctures when the contradictions of the im-
perialist system—a worldwide system—are concen-
trated on a world scale, and this heightens the revolu-
tionary poSsibilities in the world as a whole and within
particular countries. It is true (as the letter says) that at
such times ‘“‘the scope for man’s conscious dynamic
role is qualitatively enlarged,’’ but we must be careful
in saying this. First of all, as the letter itself adds,
““there’s an interpenetration between periods of
preparation and periods when you can actually change
things on a world scale.”” But more than that, a
“‘period of preparation’’ in one country. or part of the
world may be a period of actual revolution in another:
or, as ““Decades/World’’ points out, “In fact, revolu-
tions have played a key part in the ‘working out’ of the
major spirals.”” Not to firmly grasp this would pro-
mote chauvinism, especially in imperialist countries,
where revolutionary situations are (or have been so
far) more closely linked with the concentration of such
historic conjunctures on a world scale. This does not
change the fact that such (world-scale) historic con-
Jjunctures do heighten revolutionary possibilities on a
world scale and in particular countries (this was cer-
tainly the case in China with regard to WW2, for ex-
ample), but it stresses the need to deal with all this
dialectically—and precisely on a world scale, with the
whole world in view—that is, from the standpoint ‘of
the international proletariat.

A view of just wanting to be the ‘‘left wing”’ of a
reformist mass movement also ‘‘forgets’’ or ignores
the truth that international developments might sud-
denly spark turmoil, radical change, etc., in an im-
perialist country like the U.S. (as well as others). And
it forgets along with that the crucial fact (stressed
earlier) that periods of preparation in one or a number
of countries may well be periods of actual revolution
in others. From the standpoint of the international
proletariat these days (and this has been true for quite
some time) things are never such (that is, the world and
the changes in it are never such) that only *‘slow, pa-
tient work'’—and still less accomodation to im-
perialism and reaction—can be justified.
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~ TESTIMONY ON
POLITICAL PERSECUTION

Below is further testimony on politi-
cal repression and Bob Avakian’s de-
mand for political refugee status in
France,

Long Walk

April 30, 1981

My name is Susu Jeffrey; [ am a
poet, I have three published poetry col-
lections, 1 co-edited an anthology of
Boston poets published by the Boston
Mayor's Office on Cultural Affairs, I
have three college degrees, and am a
former Assistant Professor of English

at Wright State University in Dayton,

Qhio.

I participated on The Long Walk for
Survival, an American Indian Move-
ment (AIM) continental walk ‘‘for the
survival of Mother Earth and all that

grows or casts a shadow upon her,'”

from June 1 to July 5, 1980. The Long
Walk For Survival was nominated for
the 1980 Nobel Peace Prize. On The
Walk I spoke to the press and my name,
opinions, and guotations appeared in at
least three newspapers in Nevada and
Arizona. Previous to The Long Walk
For Survival, I was involved in several
non-violent, anti-nuclear, civil disobe-
dience arrests.

On July 10, 1980, five San Francisco
policemen entered my one-bedroom
apartment, with a search warrant, and
arrested me for drug violations, in-
cluding one phenobarbital pill and three
wholes and three halfs of codeine pills.
I have never taken, purchased, or held
phenobarbital, a sleeping pill. 1 have
prescription codeine headache
medicine. My bail was $12,500 for the
two pill felonies, a misdemeanor mari-
juana charge, and three other felony:
charges which were later dropped.
~ After I left the San Francisco jail, as I
was putting my front door key in the
lock, on July 11, about 10:30 p.m., I
was mugged. I suffered possible brain
damage (bruised pituitary), a broken
nose, black eye, cut upper lip inside my
mouth, and my glasses were destroyed.
The brain damage, if true, was tempo-
rary.

| believe the coincidence of being on
The Long Walk For Survival, getting
arrested, and being mugged, (o be a
personal example of legal repression in
the United States. I have established
credentials as a pacifist, a non-violent
person and advocate. I have contacted
Amnesty International about my case.

1 am not a member of the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party. I have seen,
but never spoken to Bob Avakian. [ am
writing this testimony for three reasons:
1) to support Bob Avakian in his at-
tempt to remain free and alive, 2) to
document my case on the advice of
Amnesty International, and 3) to add to
the growing evidence of political repres-
sion of U.S. citizens by government
authorities inside this. country. In the
U.S.A., political activists ate charged
with eriminal violations. Apparently I
violated the unwritten freedom of
speech limitations.

Susu Jeffrey

Pontiac Brothers Case

Testimony in Support of Bob
Avakian’s Demand for Political
Refugee Status

My name is XX, I am XXX'’s sister,
one of the Pontiac Brothers that up (o
May 9th were facing the death penalty for
allegedly killing three prison guards at the
Pontiac Prison rebellion of July 22, 1978,
I do feel there is repression in the
prisons simply because of the different
things I have been through. Even
though my brother was found not guil-
ty, we don’t know right now where they
are going to send him.

I really fear for his life myself. I real-
ly fear that they are either going to put
dope on him or try to pin him down

with shanks (weapons) or knives and
other things they try (o plant on people.
His life would be in danger because they
know what he represents, I’ve been out
there, not only at Cook County Jail and
I had to wait to see him. One time they
would not tell me he was sick, they just
kept me waiting. And I later found out
he was at Cermiak Hospital all that
time. The family was not notified that
he was ill. Another time in Pontiac
Prison we had found out they had
operated on his leg and as a form of
punishment they left the wound open
and they wouldn’t give him any kind of

medication to ease his pain and prevent

infection.

This repression comes down not only
on the prisoners but on his family too.
The first time my mother was searched,
they made her stand over a can to be
searched. That was deep. Just making
her squat over a can to go to.court. Not
to go visit, just to be allowed into the
courtroom. They searched her like that
(she didn’t have a prison record or
anything, just for being a mother of one
of the Pontiac prisoners on trial).

I feel this is torture. It's a way where-
as you really can’t do anything about

" the torturing. I have talked to a few

Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and a few
white guys in the prisons and they said,
as long as we're fighting among our-
selves, that's O.K. with the authorities.
But when we start to make friends or
keep peace, that’s when the guards start
doing something.

I believe they would kill a political

jeader, a revolutionary. They would do

se
ost fear to S
:‘ressed because

fyith our heads UFy

ecom ng
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it in a certain way, they wouldn’t open-

ly kill him. First thing they would get
the word around to the other prisoners
that he is either a tarttletale (informant)
or involved in a conspiracy or they
would lie about the crimes that he ac-

. tually committed. Once the word gets

out, and 1 have heard this myself, that
once the guards lie and say that you did
something you didn’t do, that would
create hatred among the other
prisoners. That’s how they start some-
thing and have someone bumped off
(killed) and it would never be known
who did it. -

It’s been a terrible experience, I've
experienced a hell of a lot. Prison socie-
ty stinks, I said that and I’ll say it again.
The whole system to me is messed up.
Those are my views on it.

XX
Knife-Men

The May 1, 1980, demonstration in
downtown Los Angeles, led by the Rev-
olutionary Communist Party (RCP)
had just taken place and I was leaving
the area in one of the trucks that dis-
played the International Workers' Day
slogans, Immediately in front of my
vehicle was the lead truck with the RCP
flag at its head and a large canvas por-
trait of Bob Avakian hanging on its left
side. It was on this side that two com-

“mercial size buses marked ‘“Los Ange-

les County Sheriff’’ accompanied us
thru traffic. As we approached a red
light, the bus traveling parallel to the
lead truck, in a concise—almost simul-
taneous move, swerved toward the truck

. 0
-inteff‘at‘c‘i:;: Proughout

commun i

30 Minute Cassette :
Revolutionary

Availat')le from the

communist Party (See addresses on p- 3)

coming to a halt about a foot away, a
window near the rear went down, a tini-
formed arm shot out—knife in
hand—and slit the painted throat of

‘Bob Avakian. This was:followed with

cheers from both buses by those whose
duty it is g ‘‘serve and
protect’’. . .serve and protect the politi-
cal, ideological and economical domi-
nation of the U.S. ruling class over the
masses of people within this coun-
try...that Bob Avakian concentrates
and illuminates the future for a world
free of this domination has everything
to do with the public opinion created
among these watchdogs that led to their
plotting and cries of relief at the sym-
bolic demise of this revolutionary lead-
er. For the United Nations High Com-
mission to claim that the political origin
of the obvious persecution of Bob
Avakian is questionable and to deny the
status of political refugee on that basis .
is absurd. But the progressive and revo-
lutionary peoples of the world are not
laughing. Clinging to this transparent
shit about provisions of the Geneva
Convention and the rejection of the
RCP Chairman’s demand—which
would amount to nothing short of an
attempt to offer up to the U.S. impe-
rialists, the opportunity to transform
the symbolic political assassination that
took place in Los Angeles into a reali-

. ty—will not be tolerated! Reverse the

decision to reject Bob Avakian’s de-
mand for political refugee status in
France!

XXX
Continued on page 18




““West Germany already has the
highest concentration of atomic
weapons of any place on earth...in-
deed without exaggeration, if one were
to mark the map between the North Sea
and the Swiss border with a red dot for
every atomic weapons depot command
center and atomic armed unit, West
Germany would look like a kid with
measles.”’

This is taken from the feature article

News ltem

File this little tidbit under the
category of Poetic Justice. The May 24
issue of the New York Times reports on
the untimely death of one Boris Sagal,
58, a movie director of the rabid im-
perialist kind, Some may recall the
name, One of Mr. Sagal’s recent screen
credits is the TV mini-series ‘‘Masada”
which was nothing more than a blatant
imperialist propaganda piece designed
to rally support for their Israeli Zionist
junior partners in the plunder of the
Middle East. This none too subtle
piece, which focused on an ancient bat-

* Lance short range
miasiie
* Pershing
1A—middla
range rocket
* Base for nuclear
aquipped aircraft
* Storage depota
for atomic
weapons, atomic
artillery, stc.

in a recent issue of Stern, the largest
mass circulation magazine in West Ger-
many. Stretching across the front' co-
ver of the magazine is a picture of a
nuclear-armed Pershing missile being
raised into firing position. The article
itself, titled *‘The Hidden Atomic Force
in West Germany,’’ starts out directly
under the picture of the tip of a U.S.
Lance missile ominously protruding
from a piné forest, ..somewhere in the
Federal Republic of Germany. Turn a

May

%

Lance short range missile

couple of pages and you find a large
map marking the positions of the
NATO' atomic weapons based in West
Germany. Symbols designate the
medium-range Pershing missiles, the
short-range Lances, artillery capable of
firing battlefield nukes, as well as the
bases of NATO’s nuclear-armed air-
craft and West Germany’s network of
bunkers storing atomic weapons.

According to the Stockholm Peace In-
stitute, which Srern cites, the U.S. and
its NATO allies have 10,000 nuclear
weapons in Europe, 6,000 in West Ger-
many. The destructive capacity of the
nuclear warheads on the Pershing and
Lance missiles presently stationed there
alone is equal to that of aff the bombs
and artillery shells used by all comba-
tants in World War 2. (And these
figures listed don’t even include the
nuclear missiles on the U.S. Poseidon
subs hovering off the coast of Europe
and the several hundred U.S. and
British nuclear-armed bombers based in
Britain and on the carriers of the U.S.
Mediterranean Fleet.) As one example
of what a military arsenal West Ger-
many is today, when severe flooding
took place earlier this year in an area
close to the border with East Germany,
the papers and newscasters had to
broadcast an alert for ‘‘floating land
mines’’! In short, the U.S. and its im-
perialist allies in Europe are armed to
the teeth with nukes, especially in West
Germany, which must be fortified
massively, and at breakneck speed, as it
is almost certain to be on the front lines
of World War 3.

After describing the nuclear forces
that are already stationed in W. Ger-
many, Stern moves on to inform its
readers that even more, and bigger,
U.S. nukes are destined for the forests
of West Germany in the next few years.
Here Stern is referring to the decision of

29, 1981— Revolutionary Worker—Page 9
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NATO'’s defense ministers in late 1979
to accept a U.S. plan to ‘“‘modernize”’
NATO’s medium-range missiles by sta-
tioning 108 of the more advanced Per-
shing II missiles and 464 U.S. cruise
missiles in five West European coun-
tries. The first are due to arrive in 1983,
with the last due to be delivered by the
summer of 1988 (though the way things
are going in the world today, these are
likely to be in place—and possibly
used—before then if revolution does
not prevent world war). Of these, all
108 of the large Pershing IIs and 160 of
the smaller but more accurate cruise
missiles would end up in the Federal
Republic.

The U.S. has claimed all along that
these missiles are only a ‘‘response’’ to
the Soviet deployment of its SS-20
mobile missiles throughout Eastern
Europe and the western military dis-
tricts of the USSR, so as to ‘‘restore the
balance of power’’ and ‘‘maintain
peace’” in Europe. The Soviets, of
course, have used the same imperialist
gangster arguments to justify their de-
ployment so far of more than 200
SS-20s, With a range of 4,500
kilometers (3,000 miles), the SS-20 is
capable of hitting anywhere in Western
Europe. Clearly what is going on is not
a ‘‘balancing of forces' in the interests
of ‘‘peace’” in Europe or.anywhere else,
but rather an all-out arms race to
prepare for the impending global im-
perialist bloodbath.

This rival missile buildup in Europe is
a very sharp indication of just that. The
new Pershings and cruise missiles that
are slated to be stationed in West Ger-
many (and in Italy, Britain, Belgium
and Holland as well) are not only able
to hit Warsaw Pact forces inthe Euro-
pean theatre, but can reach deep into
the USSR itself, including the Soviets’

Continued on page 16

The First Victim of World War 3

tle against the Romans al Masada,
began and ended with the Israeli army
climbing up Masada and planting the
Israeli flag as a culmination of the
‘‘historic  Zionist quest'” (o claim
Palestine as theirs Lo rule as they wish.
As the imperialist myth goes, Lhe
destiny and highest purpose of the
Jewish people has been lo take over
Palestine—robbing, raping and pillag-
ing anyone and anything standing in
their path, especially the Palestinian
people. Mr. Sagal did his best, such as it
was, to further the reactionary notion

that whatever crimes the Zionists com-
mit in league with the U.S. is historical-
ly justified by the fact that Jews have
been victimized and persecuted.

But there is more. Another of Sagal’s
screen credits was the TV movie “‘lke.”’
Remember that one? Now there was a
real classic filled with the most hokey
reaction surpassed only by its reaching
new heights in boring the audience (0o
tears. If they haven’t already, the tran-
quilizer companies should seriously
consider suing the movie's producers
for loss of revenue and a sizable

amount for punitive damages 100. This
film was a real winner, along with
others Sagal directed, such as ““Twilight
of Honor,” and ‘‘The Thousand Plane
Raid.’’ And his latest project was in the
same vein. He had just begun filming
“World War I1I"" starring Rock Hud-
son and David Soul (of “Starsky and
Hutch!® fame). Unfortunately, on the
third day of filming, Mr. Sagal was
struck by a helicopter blade in the head
and shoulder and died soon after. O
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e Minister of Britain and chief executioner of Irish
1 that context, “Criminals must be punished.” With

5 proletarians of the world fully agree, but with a dif-
e criminals. '

(Left) 1900, China—a captured Boxer (Chinese rebel) is about to
be beheaded before an audience of imperialist troops. In addition
to England, the U.S,, France, Germany, Russia and Japan all had
a hand in crushing the rebellion and exploiting the country.
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iy rebelled against the British colonization of India. The
hove—the remains (ravaged by scavenger birds and animals)
tish troops in one town alone. Below, captured rebels were
of cannons which were then fired.
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A British soldier in Malaya displays a
decapitated Malayan head.
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