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BOB AVAKIAN DEMAND

POLITICAL REFUGEE

STATUS IN FRANCE

Statement by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Centra
Committee of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

March 19, 1981

I have today demanded political refu-
gee status in France.

This demand is based not only on the
fact that I have been the focus of bla-
tant political persecution and have been
singled out from the start for special at-
tack as a revolutionary leader in the
case of the Mao Tsetung Defendants,
facing a possible 241 years in jail:

The murder of RCP member Damian
Garcia by a police agent provocateur,
besides the many police assaults against,
and the more than 1000 arrests of, RCP
members and supporters within the last
year alone, including people arrested on
the charge of “‘sedition’’ just for putting
up a poster featuring a statement from
me on the key role of the Party’s news-
paper in building toward revolution in
the U.S.;

The exposed acts and plots of prison
and other government officials (includ-
ing FBI) to murder political prisoners in
jail, including the recent murders of
Dallas Thundershield and Bobby Garcia,
Native American freedom fighters, and
the ongoing plotting against their bro-
ther in struggle Leonard Peltier, along
with the long list of revolutionaries
framed-up and/or murdered by the rul-
ing class and its agents in recent years as
well as throughout the history of the
U.S., including Malcolm X, Fred Hamp-
ton and other members of the Black
Panther Party as well as many others;

The fact that the political police (FBI,
etc.) and other government agencies and

bodies have continued and over the past -

several years stepped up their attempts to
subject me to ‘‘investigation,’’ to keep
me under surveillance and more than
that to make me a target of their infa-
mous COINTELPRO program (whose
widely-exposed methods include murder

of revolutionaries) and similar repressive .

schemes;

The fact that five people in Greens-
boro, North Carolina demonstrating
against the Ku Klux Klan and describing
themselves as “‘communists’’ were shot
down in cold blood by Klan and Nazi
scum, working with a member of the po-
litical police and the obvious complicity
of the local police, that this murder was
brazenly carried out in front of television
cameras and displayed to tens of millions
of people across the U.S. and then these
murderers were helped through the court
system by judge and prosecutor o a ver-
dict of *‘not guilty,” set free and encou-
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raged (along with others like them) to
commit more such outrageous acts, and
that our Party has received open death
threats from a major Nazi leader behind
those murders, openly boasting of plans
worked out with the police to carry out
such threats;

The fact that there have been numer-
ous threats of this kind against myself by
police, prison guards and others in the
state apparatus as well as ‘‘unofficial’’
reactionaries and imperialist mercena-
CIESaNeN

All these things, among many more,
are clear indications that if I were to re-
main in the U.S., and unless I renounced’
my most deeply-held principles and
abandoned the cause of proletarian
revolution and proletarian international-
ism—which I refuse to do—I would con-
tinue to be the target of mounting at-
tacks, through the ‘‘legal machinery”
and otherwise, by the ruling class and its
armed enforcers and agents, and I would
be forced to devote my efforts more and
more, during such a decisive period,
merely to trying to stay free of their
murderous clutches and dodge their ass-
assination attempts.

This demand for political refugee sta-
tus is thus a necessary step as a result of
the increasing and increasingly vicious
moves of the imperialist ruling class in
the U.S. and its state apparatus and
loyal assassins (whether wearing govern-
ment uniforms or not) to suppress rebel-
lion against them, to cripple the develop-
ing revolutionary movement in the U.S.

- itself and in particular to crush and wipe

out the Revolutionary Communist Par-
ty, USA and myself as its Chairman.
This demand is a crucial part of the bat-
tle to defend our Party and enable it and
myself as its Chairman to fulfill our
responsibilities to the proletarian revolu-
tion in the U.S. and make the greatest
possible contribution to this process
worldwide.

In all this, and overall, it is vitally im-
portant to grasp not only the temporary
difficulties and the necessity the imperial-
ist ruling class is able to impose in the
short run on the revolutionary forces
and the fact that it has real teeth, but
more fundamentally the deepening crisis
the imperialists are engulfed in and the
fact that their teeth (along with the rest
of their system) are rotting and remain
only to be yanked out. The period ahead,
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Joint Communique of an international
meeting of Marxist-Leninist parties and
organizations.

To date we have received
notification of the publication of
this document in the following
languages:

English, Spanish, French, Chinese,
Italian, Danish, German, Farsi,
Sinhalese and Tamil.
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Now Available:

A draft document from the Revolutionary Communist Party of Chile.
and the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA for discussion in the
international communist movement and within their respective Par-
ties. The document was submitted to the autumn 1980 interna-
tional conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and organizations,
which held that, “on the whole, the text is a positive contribution
toward the elaboration of a correct general line for the international
communist movement. With this perspective, the text should be cir-
culated and discussed not only in the ranks of those organizations
who have signed this communique, but throughout the ranks ef the.
international communist movement.” :

Now available in English, Spanishand French.

$2.00. Include $.50 postage. :

Order from RCP Publications, P.0. Box 3486, Merchandise Mart,
Chicago, IL 60654




