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U.S. Eyes a Meal

On Sunday, November 30, the Soviets
warned straight out that Poland could
meet the same fate that Czechoslovakia
suffered at the hands of the 1968 War-
saw Pact invasion. The Soviet news
agency Tass carried an article from
Czech party paper Rude Pravo, com-
paring conditions in 1968 Czechoslova-
kia and 1980 Poland, warning that *
cialist and patriotic forces in Poland
would do everything necessary lo de-
fend the revolutionary gains of the past
35 years.” The wording was virtually
the same as that used by Moscow in
1968 to explain the Czech invasion.

“What they don’t want to do most of
all is to give us the kind of help we all
puve the Czechs. They are more afraid

of that than most Poles think. They
wouldn’t do it lightly.” -

This rather succinet euphemism of
Josef Klasa, Poland’s media boss and
Central Committee member, juxtaposed
with the Rude Pravo/Tuss article,
underscored the dilemma facing the So-
viet Union and the Polish rulers. From
Washington to Moscow, everyone is |/
quite aware that a Soviet invasion oi;
Poland, a la the Warsaw Pacl invasion/
of Czechoslovakia in 1968, would be a
dramatic, and perhaps, qualitative
change in the world situation, the im-
plications of which neither superpower
is sure of nor particularly eager (o lesl
at this point.

But three months after the summer

upheavals of Polish workers thal rock-
ed this Soviel satellite, the aftershocks
and rumblings of new tremor$ are
growing in frequency and intensity. The
country is enmeshed in political and
economic chaos. Strikes, threatened
strikes, economic disasters, food shor-
tages, party purges and accusations of
corruption and subversion fill the daily
reports coming from Poland. And
although the U.S. imperialists have no
real hope of pulling that country out of
the Soviel bloc right now, they are seiz-
ing on every opportunity to weaken the
Soviet bloc and worm their way into
each new crack in Polish society. The
Soviels are deeply concerned by the
continued upheaval and the

Polish

oviets Growil,

government and Party's inability 1o
quell'it. For not only does the turmail in
Poland' threaten repercussions in other
countries of their bloc, il peses a direcl
threat to their own military capabilities.
In the face of all this, the Polish
United Workers Party heads, their
Soviet mentors, and even key leaders of
the new Polish union, Solidarity, are all
gathered around their political Richter
scale, warning of a cataclysm if things
do not settle down. The official news-
paper of the Polish Army issued a war-
ning that, *‘We can’t afford any longer
lo pay [rom one day to (he next a con-
tinually higher price for (he style of
political life we now have.” Lech
Continued on page 10









































































