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One year ago on November 19 a ma-
jor march and rally was held in Wash-
ington, D.C. The slogan of the event
was ‘‘Keep Bob Avakian and the Mao
Defendants Free.”’ The rally and march
were a kKey juncture in the tremendous
political battle that swept over D.C.
and the entire country—the battle to
stop the railroad of RCP' Chairman
Bob' Avakian and to free the Mao Tse-
tung Defendants. The hundreds who at-
tended the rally and march on Novem-
ber 18th and 19th as well as the one on
the West Coast and the many state-
ments of support read at the rally, crys-
tallized the overwhelming support that
had been mobilized throughout all of
society. As a result of the political
strength built, and the potential of far
greater strengthening brought into play,
the ruling class was forced to temporar-
ily retreat and maneuver in its attack on
Bob Avakian and the RCP, and a few
days before the rally the government
dismissed the charges against the Mao
Defendants.

Now, one year later, the government
has renewed and escalated its attack on
the legal front. On Tuesday, October
21st the D.C. Court of Appeals over-
turned the lower court and ruled to rein-
state the charges against Bob Avakian
and the other Mao Defendants. The la-
test escalation by the ruling class de-
mands a swift and decisive response.
The Commiittee to Free the Mao Tse-
tung Defendants has just issued a call
for a major political offensive, now. In
the- call launching this offensive the
Committee states:

“The Committee to Free the Mao
Tsetung Defendants calls for a flood,
thousands and thousands of state-
ments, lelegrams, letters and messages
in any other form to be sent to the Ap-
peals Court of Washington, D.C. by
December 4th to protest and oppose
their reversal of the dismissal of 26
charges—totaling 241 years of jail
time—against Bob Avakian and the 16
other Mao Tsetung Defendants.

A petition to demand a rehearing by
the full Court of Appeals will be filed
on December 4th. This flood of state-
ments and (telegrams must spearhead
and set the overall palitical context for
this important juncture.’’

As it was stated in the article analyz-
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