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U.S. Gunpoint Diplomacy
Extorts Hostage Deal

It has now become clear that a deal
has been struck between the U.S. and
Iranian governments, and all signs are
pointing to the imminent release of the
52 captured American embassy person-
nel in exchange for the unfreezing of
Iranian assets in the U.S. and lifting the
Western embargo on trade and military
shipments to Iran. Especially signifi-
cant was the fact that Tehran Radio an-
nounced publicly for the first time on
October 31 that a ‘‘just method’ for
the release of the hostages had been
drafted. :

Even as President Carter attempted
to play dumb, repeating to newsmen his
standard one-liner—‘‘I can’t predict
anything”’—reports began to surface
that the deal had actually been sealed
more than two weeks ago in Switzer-
land by Lloyd Cutler, one of the ad-
ministration’s chief fix-it men, and
representatives of the Iranian govern-
ment. Qver the weekend, preparations
were under way to fly out the hostages;
a plane chartered from Sweden’s
Scanair Airlines by ‘“‘an unidentified

Spit on the Imperialists’ Con Game

Rulers’ Deceitful Battle

for the Ballot

Tuesday, November 4, 1980. Election
Day. The whole world is supposed to be
watching as the United States, that bas-
tion of freedom, chooses its head of
state. But what the majority of the
world knows only too well, and what
millions here are beginning to under-
stand (if they didn’t know already), is
that the great “‘right’’ to go into the
polling booth and pull that little lever is
nothing more than the right of the op-
pressed to put the stamp of approval on
the system that oppresses them: And on
Tuesday night, no matter which one—

In the face of the bourgeoisie’s desperate “Battle for the Ballot,” people around
the country are casting ballots reading, “This Whole System Is Putrid, | Don’t
Believe In Any of Its Candidates,” and taking other political action in direct op-
position to the election con game and the whole imperialist system.
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the “‘soulful’” incumbent warmonger
Carter or the cruder jingoistic warmon-
ger Reagan—wins, one prediction is for
sure: there will be.a warmongering im-
perialist mouthpiece sitting on the
throne. Oh, but the ‘“mandate of the
people’’ will have been duly recorded
on the holy day-and will be used to or-
dain the crimes of U.S. imperialism
here and 100 times more around the

world.
All the desperate maneuverings dur-
ing their election con game, which
Continued on page 3

American businessman’’ was standing
by. A whole wing of the U.S. Army
hospital in Wiesbaden, West Germany
has been reserved for the hostages,
where CIA ‘“‘debriefers’’ and other ‘‘re-
adjustment experts’’ are awaiting them.
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The bourgeoisie’s legion of official
and unofficial mouthpieces will most
certainly claim this as a big ‘‘victory”’
and a testament to their ‘‘patience’’ and
‘“‘resolve’’ in protecting the great
American ideals of freedom and
democracy around the world. Already,

Continued on page 7
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Bob Avakian and the Mao Tsetung Defendants
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