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- Superpowers
Sweat over ..,,
Polish Workers

Strike

As we go to press there is word of
heavy escalation and spreading of the
eight week old strike wave of the Polish
workers. Radio reports indicate massive
walkouts in Warsaw as well as in the
key coal mining areas of southern

Silesia. The Polish minster of defense is
reported to have taken to the airwaves,
sternly warning Poland’s working class
of dire and catastrophic consequences if
the spread of the strike is not ended.
These reports follow less than 24
hours a statement made on the morning

of August 28 by Lech Walesa, chairman

of the Gdansk strike committee calling
on workers throughout the rest of
Poland to hold off on the spread of the
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The Lenin Shipyards in

strike. Adthough Walesa’s plea was sup-
posedly in response O concessions
made to the strikers by government
negotiators, by the end of'the day the
negotiations had once again broken
down over the question of the workers'
demands for independent trade unions.
Walesa’s earlier call was forgotten in
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the wind.
The powerful force that has been
unleashed in‘this upheaval of the Polish
working class is having far reaching
consequences. The revisionist rulers of
the other Eastern European countries
are clearly concerned. There have been
Continued on page 12

CHICANO MORATORIUM:
TEN YEARS LATER

August 29 marks the ten-year an-
niversary of the Chicano Moratorium
when 25,000 Chicanos marched and
fought the police in the streets of East
Los Angeles in a powerful demonstra-
tion against national oppression and
against the war in Vietnam, 10 years
later the Chicano Moratorium stands as
a powerful example of internationalism
and of the revolutionary force which
lies in the struggle of the bppressed na-
tionalities against U.S. imperialism.

The call for the march grew out of
the 2nd National Chicano Youth Con-
ference held in Denver, Colorado in
March of 1970 where several thousand
young Chicano activists met. They had
grown increasingly outraged as they
saw the Chicano youth torn up in the

meatgrinder of the U.S, war of aggres-
sion in Vietnam. Thousands ‘of Chica-
nos had already been slaughtered; 20%
of the war dead were Chicanos—while
\Chicanos made up about 6% of the
population at that time. There was an
increasing awareness that U.S. im-
perialism was the common enemy of the
oppressed people throughout the world.
The Moratorium was organized unde?‘
the slogan ‘'Raza si, Guerra no!”’; bu

the class-conscious forces among the
demonstrators raised a more advanced
understanding—that wars of national
liberation are just wars and must be
supported, while wars of imperialist

plunder are unjust and must be op-
posed. The advanced forces raised the
slogans ‘‘FNL Vencera!” (Victory to

the NLF!) and *‘Raza Si, Guerra Aqui!”’
(Chicanos, Yes, Our War is Here!),
linking the struggle against national op-
pression with the overall fight against
imperialism and calling for a revolu-
tionary struggle in opposition to refor-
mism and narrow nationalism.

August 29, 1970 was a hot summer
day, and there was a festive mood as
people marched through the heart of
the barrio; people lined the streets
cheering, and by the time the march had
reached its destination, thousands more
had joined, Suddenly the police attack-

ed, charging the crowd as the march
was coming into the park. That year
alone, there had been 11 deaths in
custody at the 3rd St. sheriff’s substa-
tion. As one demonstrator put it, ‘‘All
the years of being abused and discrimi-
nated against and mistreated and kick-
ed around and treated like dogs began
to come out.'* Chairs and bottles began
to fly. Greatly outnumbered, the police

fired tear gas,
One of the demonstrators told hows
*‘One old man, he was a bony old man,
Continued on page 18
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The campaign against “‘Autumn
Forge 1980, NATO’'s massive war
maneuvers, which start in September, is
stepping up and reaching out as more

.forces gather to take up the fight

against this *‘dress rehearsal for World

i War 3."" In West Germany, a key part
| of the theater of operations through
| which hundreds of thousands of NATO

troops will be moved, 150 people from
15 different West German cities met in
Hannover Aug. 22-24 to plan mass de-
monstrations on the weekend of Sept.

gl 20-21, in the Hildesheim area, center of
| the maneuvers, as the high point of a

nationwide campaign that will include
local and regional demonstrations,
widespread agitation and other actions.
In the U.S. the initiative is being taken
to unite broad forces to form a U.S.

| division of this coalition to carry out

support work in the U.S,, including a
demonstration to coincide with the ac-
tions in West Germany.

The Hannover meeting, initiated by a
joint call by FighT bAck, reyolutionary
newspaper of U.S. GI's in Europe, and
the Internationalist Bookstore in Han-
nover, brought together a wide variety
of people. There were a large number of
people active in the anti-nuke and anti-
militarism movements in West Ger-
many as well as what is known as the
‘“‘anorganized left”® here generally;
some people involved in the punk rock
scene, including working class youth;
-some others from Bremen where the

Meeﬁ n est Germ ny

Broad Forces Unite fo
Plan Opposition fo
“Autfumn Forge 1980”

trashing of the 25th anniversary of W.
Germany’s entry into NATO took place
last May ; the Federation of Workers
from Turkey in Germany (ATIF); and
many others. The three-day conference
involved a lot of intense struggle
around whether or not the Soviet Union
is really imperialist and whether it is an
inter-imperialist war that is on the
horizon or no such war but exclusively
more U.S.-led aggression against
dominated countries like El Salvador
and repression like that recently
unleashed in West Germany.

Some pro-Soviet revisionist forces
played a particularly reactionary role by
trying to use honest questions and dif-
ferences around these vital matters in
order to sabotage the conference and
prevent it from reaching unity around
the September actions—a small taste of
the fire that will be directed against this
campaign from both superpowers in
open and disguised form. But when all

was said and done, this conference
showed not only the necessity for carry-
ing out exposure of the inter-imperialist
nature of the threatening war still more
broadly, but also the possibility of
uniting very broad forces including
those who don't fully share this view
and the line that flows from it, in a way
that can make a powerful contribution.
It showed how great a potential there is
for this campaign among the growing
numbers of people who do see the
threat of war and want to take action
against it.

The meeting resulted in an ad-hoc
coalition being formed around the
slogan *‘To Hell with Autumn Forge
'80—Qppose Imperialist War Prepara-
tions.”” A number of participating
groups will add to this by doing their
own independent work to explicitly ex-
pose the imperialist character of both
sides in the impending world war.

These ‘‘exercises’’ are clearly muscle-

flexing for the real thing. The NATO
maneuvers, extending from the tip of
Norway in the North to Turkey’s south-
ern borders, will include the airlifting of
14,000 active duty U.S. GI's and several
thousand reservists as part of ‘‘RE-
FORGER" (“REturn of FORces to
GERmany''). At the same time, in a
grim non-coincidence, 40,000 troops,
from the Soviet-bloc Warsaw Pact
countries will be taking part in their
own maneuvers, called ‘“‘Brothers in
Arms 1980."

Just as unprecedented as these ma-
neuvers is the call for coordinated inter-
nationalist activities of the kind involv-
ed in this campaign. It will be no more
of a game than are the war games them-
selves—it will be concrete interna-
tionalist training for the many who will
be drawn into it ene way or another,
and have a tremendous impact, in-
cluding among those who are to fight
this coming war. These activities are of
great importance to the proletariat and
the revolution internationally. Active-
duty GI’s and reservists and spouses
and families of people in the service will
be drawn into political debate around
the imperialists’ war preparations, both
here and in Europe—hopefully in-
cluding within the Eastern bloc coun-
tries as well. The internationalist call to
stand together with the people of the
world against these war moves must
become a dividing line question broadly
among the troops and in society. O

U.S. MANEUVERS BEHIND ISRAELI RAIDS

“‘Let us negotiate, let us, as the past

proves, reason together until we reach
the agreement and pave the way for
peace in this region...” With these
pious words, written in a letter to
Egypt’s President Sadat, Israeli Prime
Minister Menachim Begin rushed to the
front to personally command the
August 12 assault on Palestinian posi-
tions in Lebanon. It was an inspiring
example of how Israel conducts its
peace efforts—by waging war. After
heavy fighting the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) forces commanded
by Yasir Arafat repulsed the attack,
which was centered on Beufort Castle
which sits on a ridge overlooking
southern Lebanon and settlements in
northern Israel. Since then, there have
been continuing artillery duels in the
area between the Palestinian forces and
the Lebanese right-wing Christian
militia allied with Israel who control the
southern Lebanese border.

Another development on August 24
showed the continued intensification of
the contradictions in the area. A Syrian
Air Force MIG 21 was shot downiin an
aerial battle with Israeli warplanes
patrolling over Lebanese territory, the
first such clash between the two coun-
tries in over a year. Meanwhile, PLO
officials warned that the Israelis are
amassing forces for another attempt to
overrun their fortifications around
Beufort Castle. Begin himself has been

very open about the Zionists’ intention
to send forces into southern Lebanon
again.

Clearly, things are heating up in the
Middle East and something is brewing
beneath the surface of the stalled
Israeli-Egyptian ‘‘peace talks.”” In re-
cent weeks the Zionist government has
come out-with one hard-line position
after another. First there was the for-
mal annexation of-East Jerusalem on
July 30 and the Israeli declaration that
henceforth all Jerusalem would be con-
sidered the undivided.capital of the
Zionist state and that Begin would
move his office to East Jerusalem. This
was followed by the Israeli commando
raid into Lebanon, without even the
usual pretense that it was a ‘‘response
to PLO terrorism.”’ Then last week the
Israeli cabinet announced that it will
build six: new settlements on the oc-
cupied West Bank of the Jordan
River—which is like rubbing salt in an
open wound as far as the Palestinians
and their Arab supporters are concern-
ed.

It is hard to imagine that this flurry
of aggressive moves were unilateral
manifestations of Israeli ‘‘intran-
sigence’” ‘or that they were made
without the advance knowledge and
tacit approval of the U.S., despite its
feeble objections to the East Jerusalem
declaration.

Such Israeli ‘‘intransigence'’ is

Statement by
Ziad Abu Ein

August 21 marks one year that Ziad Abu Ein, a 20-year-old Palestin_i_an, has
been jalled in the Metropolitan Correctional Center in Chicago after‘ being ar-
rested by the FBI working in cahoots with the Israeli government. Ziad faces_ ex-
tradition to a kangaroo court In Israel for allegedly being involved in a bombing
incident. The only evidence against him is the signing of a confession tortured
from another man, written in a language the man does not speak. Along with
stepped-up attacks by Israel on Palestinians, especially the annexation of east
Jerusalem and last week's invasion of Lebanon, the very fact of Ziad's year-long
imprisonment is proof of U.S. imperialism's growing need to tighten the lid on the

Palestinian liberation mevement.

Ziad, while maintaining his innocence, has stood firm for the liberation of
palestine in the face of threats and intimidation. On August 23, Ziad secretly
made a Palestinian flag and flew it from atop the MCC to a rally of supporters
outside. The AW received the following statement from Ziad. p

nothing new. It has always provided a
convenient foil for the U.S, imperialists
in their dual tactics employed to carry
out its overall strategy of maintaining
the state of Israel as its military and
political ‘‘enforcer’’ in the Middle East.
The main thrust has been to arm Israel
to the teeth and encourage it to grab
and hold whatever territory it can while
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forcing the Arab countries and the
Palestinians to negotiate on this basis.
But at the same time, the U.S. must give
the appearance of being ‘‘reasonable”
and ‘‘flexible!’” on the question of the
return of Israeli-occupied Arab lands,
and on the issue of some sort of settle-
ment of the ‘‘Palestinian question,’’ as

Continued on page 17
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This case is not my case. It concerns every honest person fighting for justice; e .
dignity and freedom for people all over the world. There are so many comrades | : \ Ja i)
dying under torture in jails and in occupied “Israel."’ Meantime in here, my strug- Miles
gle against the same imperialist system which is helping the Israelis r’orrure and {')—__?0 N
kill my people, this struggle | believe is inseparable part of my people's war to Y
liberate my country from the imperialist influences. .

As a worker, | see in my case a perfect example of the continuous harass- =
ment which the authorities practice upon us, trying to affect our resistance to -+l Occupled by Israel in 1967.

repression and injustice.

U.N. zone.
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Polish
Workers

Strike

Continued from page 1

persistent reports of strikes of*between
2000 and 3000 workers at an industrial
complex in Tirgoviste, Rumanta, about
80 kilometers outside of Bucharest. Ac-
cording to these reports, the workers
went out protesting “‘the persistent
scarcity of meat.”” The shops in
Tirgoviste were abundantly stocked
with meat by the next afternoon. Yugo-
slavia’s ruling presidum has warned the
population of the dangers of outbreaks
of civil unrest. The East German
government cancelled a long planned
and important visit from West German
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt in the wake
of the Polish crisis,

For their part, the Soviet imperialists
have tried to take a very low profile to
date, despite the fact that 35,000 Soviet
troops and 650 tanks are permanently
garrisoned in Poland as part of the
Warsaw pact—which will be moving
additional troops through the country
for maneuvers in Northern East Ger-
many next month. The Soviet Foreign
Ministry has called the events taking
place in Poland a ‘“‘purely internal af-
fair"” of that country. Earlier the Soviet
news agency Tass had accused Western
countries of a *‘slanderous propaganda
campaign’® over Poland and charged
that it was an attempt to ‘‘crudely and
unpardonably interfere in the internal
affairs of a sovereign socialist state.”
Beyond that the Soviets have restricted
themselves to a few statements of sup-
port for Polish Party boss Edward
Gierek and his earlier warnings to the
striking workers.

In the U.S. the response has been
two-fold, and overall the bourgeoisie
has worked diligently to turn this
rebellion to its own purposes. The ob-
jective has been to tap into the anti-
government and anti-Soviet sentiments
that exist among the Polish working
class in order to weaken the Soviet grip
and increase U.S. leverage. Ever since
the strike began, the public position of
the U,S. government has been low key,
with official government spokesmen,
like their Soviet counterparts, refusing
comment, except to say that it was an
interrial matter of Poland, to be worked
out between the Polish government and
the Polish people. At the same time, for
domestic consumption and propagan-
da, ‘“‘unofficial’” spokesmen for the
U.S. government and ruling class, like
AFL-CIO president Lane Kirkland and
ILA president Teddy Gleason have
been unleashed to whip up anti-Soviet
sentiments under the guise of support
for the strikers. And the U.S, media has
had a field day poking at the failures of
what they call ‘‘socialism’’ in the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe and generally
trying to create public opinion for any
future U.S. military moves to
“liberate’” the people of Eastern
Europe.

The Catholic Church has also been
working hard to identify closely with
the aims of the strikers. In the Vatican
the Polish pope, although himself in-
itially without
events in Poland, eventually broke his
silence in mid-August to announce that,
“We in Rome are united with our
fellow countrymen in Poland.’ Inside
Poland, the bishop of Gdansk, site of
the Lenin Shipyards and center of the
strike movement, declared that the
Church understood and supported the
workers ‘“‘who are striving to improve
their lot, both in material terms as well
as others, such as respect for human
rights.”’

Yet behind all this surface reaction
and in the case of the U.S. and the
Soviet Union, the blatant hypocrisy was
the definite fear among all these im-
perialists that this strike might just be
getting out of hand, that it could be go-
ing beyond the bounds not only for the
Soviets but also for the U.S. and what it
hopes to gain from the rebellion of the
Polish workers.

This reaction is clearly the case with
the Polish Catholic Church. Not only

public comment on ’
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DOWN WITH “LA MIGRA”!

The most popular booth at a re-
cent street fair in Pilsen, a Mex-
ican community in Chicago: Dunk
“L.a Migra’ (immigration pig)

has the Church been restrained in its
public statements on the strike, Church
officials came out this week with what
amounted to back to work orders to the
strikers, despite their long standing ef-
fort to put the Church in the position of

the rallying point for opposition to the

regime and the Soviets. In a speech at
midweek the Archbishop of Gdansk

- cautioned the strikers that “*prolonged

stoppages, possible disturbances and
fraternal bloodshedding are against the
good of the society.’ And Cardinal
Wyszyinski, the leader of the Po!iah
Church was put on television by the
government to appeal to the workers

for peace and calm, reminding ihe-

Poles of the bitter experiences of the
past when the nation was “‘wiped off
the map.” **We must think about our
duties as well as about our rights.'" he
said, and went on to tell the strikers that
they should not hope to win all their
demands at once,

Interestingly, the Catholic Church in
Poland is in a very similiar position,
and have a very similar outlook on the
workers’ struggles, as the French Com-
munist Party, The difference is that
they are agents of opposing super-
powers: the French CP of the Soviets,
the Catholic Church of the U.S. The
similarity lies in that they are both
fighting to win all they can within the
current conditions, and under those
conditions form a Loyal opposition to
the government, trying (o keep down
any social unrest or upheaval that is not
totally under their control, and at the
same time using their influence among
the masses to enhance their own in-
terests. Cardinal Wyszyinski and the
rest of the Polish hierarchy know that
they are in a much better position (o in-
crease their own influence and power in
the country under current conditions
than they would be if the Soviets moved
in. Sources both here and within the
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Polish Catholic Church have com-
mented with optimism on the fact that
last week’s reshuffling of the Polish}
Politburo and government leadership
got rid of some of the so-called
“hardliners’” who were not so inclined
to deal with the Church and the intellec-
tual opposition, much less the workers,
and brought back several Party leaders,
especially Stefan Olszowski, who was
dismissed from the Politburo in
February. The hope among the Church
officials and U.S. experts is that Mr,
Olszowski may soon replace Party
leader Gierek. It is reported for exam-
ple, that Olszowski and some of the
“reformers’’ around him have drawn
up a plan for extensive economic and
political changes. According to one
report, among the authors of their plan
were party members close to Olszowski
and prominent Roman Catholics close
to Stefan Cardinal Wyszyinski, ,

: Continued on page 13















ISRAEL

Continued from page 4
they call it. This conciliatory stance is
necessary if the U.S. is going to get the
Arab governments allied with its bloc to
swallow U.S.-Israeli imposed terms for
a Middle East peace settlement in full
view of the masses of the Arab people.

But there are swiftly changing condi-
tions in the region and the world that

-are forcing the U.S. and its frontman

Israel to drop seme of the mask of
‘‘peaceful negotiators’ ‘that was
cultivated as an image for Israel afier
the period of orchestrated hoopla over
Camp David. A couple of vears ago
there had been two pillars of U.S.
domination of the region: Iran and
Israel. The first collapsed upon the
ruins of the Pahlavi dynasty, brought

~ down by the revolutionary upheaval of

the Iranian people. Despite some in-
dications that the U.S. has made some
inroads in edging Irag from flirtation
with the Soviet bloc and into the U.S.
blog, it still cannot be firmly counted
on. Soviet influence in Syria remains
strong. The corrupt and parasitic
monarchy of Saudi Arabia sits uneasily
upon its throne, looking nervously at
the fate of the Shah. Meanwhile the
Soviets have strengthened their posi-

tions around the periphery of the

region, in South Yemen, Ethiopia and
Afghanistan. And Soviet influence
among the Palestinians seems to be
growing.

The U.S. has never had any intention
of allowing the -establishment of
a Palestinian state that had any viability
or independence. It has been clear from
the start, and constantly exposed by the
Palestinians, that the “‘autonomy’’ be-

- ing negotiated in the Egypt-Israel talks

is a complete sham. But under the
pressure of their rapidly escalating
global contention with the Soviets and
developments in the Middle East, a vital
arena of this contention, the U.S. feels
compelled to consolidate its position
while the balance of power is favorable
to them. They are in a great hurry to
ram through their ‘‘peace agreement’
and dispense with the ‘‘Palestinian
question’’ before the Soviets make any
further inroads.

This does not mean that they have
dropped the idea of forging such a set-
tlement around an Israeli-Egyptian
agreement. Both the U.S. and Begin
have made it clear they would like to
have talks resume as soon as possible.
But the recent aggressive attacks of the
Zionists afe confirmation of the fact
that the U.S. is determined to move
ahead quickly and engineer a settlément
in which Arab leaders like Sadat are
either forced to jettison the sham of
Palestinian autonomy completely, or at
least try to compel the Palestinians to
submit to the Israeli version: which
means Israeli control of the land and
water, authority vested in an Israeli
military government, Israeli control of
the TV and radio, as well as the right to
Israel to veto any Palestinian can-
didates for local election—in other
words the continuation of the occupa-
tion of Palestine and the suppression of
the Palestinian people by the
U.S.-backed Zionist state. To do this
they intend to get Israel into the
strongest bargaining position possible,
and convinee Sadat that postponing the
talks further will only weaken the Arab
negotiating stance.

All this, however, involves some
rather delicate tactical considerations in
light of the fact that Sadat can only
belly-crawl so far without losing
credibility completely in the Arab
world. For one thing the Israelis’ for-
mal annexation of East Jerusalem forced
him into a position of firing off a
letter to Begin complaining that he had
no choice but to temporarily suspend
the talks on Palestinian autonomy. And
since then Sadat has come under in-
creasing pressure from other Arab
countries 1o abandon the Camp:David
“peace process’” completely. Saudi
prince Fahd even went so far as to call
for all Arab countries to unite in a jihad
tholy war) to liberate all Israeli-
octupied Arab territories and establish
a Palestinian state and along with other
Arab oil: producers threatened (o cut off
supplies to any nation maintaining an
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embassy in Jerusalem. (This is a ‘‘safe”
threat for Fahd since the U.S. im-
perialists® embassy is in Tel Aviv.) He
also suggested that U.S. jets scheduled
for delivery would give the Saudis the
capability of striking Israeli territory.
But while the U.S. realizes that the
Saudi rulers may be obliged to take
some action like a cut in oil production
in order to maintain their credibility
with the Arab masses, they also realize
that they are not in any position to
launch a holy war nor are any
U.S.-supplied Saudi jets about to begin
bombing and strafing Israeli territory.
And while the Israeli annexation of
East Jerusalem was not so well timed
tactically as far as putting Sadat on the
spot, on the other hand there were cer-
tain advantages. As Avraham Sharir,
the chairman of Begin’s ruling Likud

- coalition, pointed out, the move will

give the Israelis a de facto bargaining
edge on the Jerusalem issue when the
autonomy negotiations eventually
resume. Obviously the U.S. is confident
that Sadat can be wooed' back to the
peace talks without much
trouble—what else can be expected of a
man who in his same letter to Begin
complaining of recent Israeli moves,
praised him for being “‘firm in your
resolution to follow up the noble cause
“of peace without regard for the huge ef-
forts required ‘for such a venerable
task’’!

In the meantime, the U..S. has been
careful to issue the appropriate ‘‘con-
demnation’’ of Israel in order to take
out some of the sting and make it easier
for Sadat to continue the farce of
“‘peace negotrtions’’ in the face of in-
creasingly blatant and aggressive Israeli
actions. As the New York Times
pointed out, the State Department in-
structed Muskie to abstain on the UN
resolution censuring Israel for its
takeover of Jerusalem because an
American veto ‘‘would have made it
impossible for Mr, Sadat to agree to
renewed negotiations.”’ Such ‘‘con-
demnation,’” of course, is intended to
have no effect whatsoever on Israeli ag-
gression and was clearly secondary to
Muskie's blustering that continued
resolutions censuring Israel have made
the UN “‘the focus of attempts not to
advance the cause of peace, but to
restrain it.”* The State Department also
cynically announced that the U.S. am-
bassador in Beirut had erred in condem-
ning the Israeli raid without prior con-

sultation with Washington, And ‘in .

Washington, the depth of .U.S. *‘con-

cern’’ that Israel had indeed used
American supplied weapons in the re-
cent raid was revealed as last week the
White House routinely received Israel’s
requests for $2.9 billion in military and
economic aid for fiscal year 1982 from
Israeli Ambassador Ephriam Evron!
Meanwhile the Soviets, for their part,
are not about to give up on the
footholds they have in' this oil-rich area
and would like to see the Israeli-
Egyptian peace talks fall apart while
they step up their attempts to gain more
influence within those Middle Eastern
countries allied with the U.S. by posing
as the ‘“‘champions’’ of the Palestinian
people. The scrambling of Syrian MIG
21s against Israeli Phantom jets for the
first time in 14 months was clearly more
than a ‘‘Syrian response’’—and in fact
a signal from the Soviets of their deter-
mination to resist U.S. attempts to put
the seal on their hegemony in the area.
Obviously, in this situation, the U.S.
cannot afford to allow any opening for
the establishment of any real autonomy
for the Palestinians, let alone an actual
Palestinian state, as long as the PLO
continues to remain under the wing of
their Soviet rivals. In an interview in Ju-
ly, Yassir Arafat reaffirmed the PLO's
Soviet connection while denying reports
of a strain in relations: ‘‘Such reports
are stupid. We regard the Soviet Union
as a friend and strong ally of the
Palestinian people. Our relations are
solid.”” The U.S. has been frying since
the PLO tried to use its influence in the
UN Security Council to torpedo the
resolution censuring Israel for its action
in Jerusalem (which had been carefully
designed by European and Moslem
diplomats to draw only an American
abstention) by insisting on stronger
language which would have forced the
U.S. to veto it and thereby made it
more difficult for Sadat to crawl back
to the peace talks. The New York Times
screamed that “...its (the PLO’)
latest maneuvers suggest to some that in

a conflict of interests, Moscow’'s in-

terests may be paramount.”’
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Israel’s raids on Lebanon are only
part of intensified Zionist terror
against the Palestinian people.
Above: Using a tactic learned from
the Vietnam War, Israeli “security
forces” (under orders from Israel’s
Dept. of Agriculture) have launch-
ed repeated chemical attacks on
Palestinian farmlands in the oc-
cupied West Bank this year—
spraying highly toxic defoliants to
destroy wheat, barley and olive
fields, the basic crops the people
need to survive.

This chemical warfare has been
accompanied by widespread ar-
rests and deportations, the closing
of Palestinian universities, and
armed attacks by Israeli police
and armed forces on Palestinian
homes (left). :

In this light, the recent Israeli raids
and other aggressive moves are a way of
delivering a none-too-subtle message to
the PLO that unless they get off their
association with the Soviets and face
the fact that the only role they have in
the Middle East is the one the U.S. and
Israel give them, they can expect that
everything possible will be done
militarily to wipe them out. On the’
other hand, the implication of the U.S.
“‘condemnation’’ of some of the latest
Israeli moves is that if the PLO were to
show signs of capitulating something
could possibly be worked out that
would be more favorable to the PLO

‘than their current bargaining position

will ‘get them.

Of course all this is not fundamental-
ly different from what the U.S. and
Israel have been trying to accomplish
for years. The terrorist raids, the hard-
line position, the posturing, and open
war against the Arab states, through all
of this they have failed to crush the
struggle of the Palestinians to regain
their homeland. In fact, whereas only a
few years ago the U.S. and Israel did
not even admit publicly that the Palesti-
nians even existed—there was only a
“refugee problem’’—now they have to
make the pretense of finding a settle-
ment with these so called ‘‘Palestinian
autonomy talks.’’ If it was just a simple
matter of getting the heads of the Arab
states to go along, the U.S. would have
wrapped up its position in the Middle
East a long time ago—but it’s not. They
can pretend that they are only dealing

with the powerful leaders of govern-

ments, but as the -example of Iran
teaches,”it is the masses of people who
will eventually determine the outcome.
The current course of the U.S, and the
Israelis can only lead them to the
necessity for even greater military
escalation in the Middle East, a course
that will only concentrate and
strengthen the opposition of the masses
of Palestinians and Arabs and intensify
the contradictions within the U.S. bloc
that have already emerged. ]













alism—
From the Inside

Iy ignored the safety regulations, but
later on—this was a bizarre touch—he
fell on his face, hurting himself so that
he had to go about squinting. In the
end, he was converted, He put forward
an angel-faced young worker as an ex-
ample for everyone. This youth had
charming manners, measured gestures,
and demonstrated for all the world to
see that even from the point of view of
productivity it was best to obey the
safety regulations, Our young hero
argued with the foreman, ‘Think how
many hours of work are lost each
month through accidents!” He was so
sure of “himself, our good youthful
- orker, that he made an ally of the
manager himself, whom the film
carefully avoided embellishing with any
comic touches. In the beginning, and
also at the end, the manager trusted the
foreman. But the day when he
discovered that things were going bad-
ly, he joined forces with angel-face to
put everything right. It was even made
to appear that the manager knew the in-
dividual workers better than the
foreman—even though he was over-
burdened with work. He was carrying
out research towards an important
breakthrough, and this sort of incident
¢isrupted his studies—but only for a
few hours, we hoped.

The film went down very well with
the apprentices. At each accident,
presented as a joke and without any
s.zn of real blood, they muttered all
sorts of comments and remarks. They
anticipated every faux pas, and laugh-
ed in advance, ‘What a load of
bulishit,” they said when it was over,

The fate of the twelve points in our
factory was much the same as thatof all
‘twelve points’ generally.* The first two
are possibly exceptions, as no time is
lost by observing them. If it wasn't for
the fact that they are laid down as rules
and regulations even the young workers
might well apply them, for they are just
4 matter of common sense. However,
every section has its undisciplined,
lung-haired rebels.

But all the other points are our
enemies, and a burden to the bosses,
whose bragging about work safety in-
greases in proportion to their distance
fiom the machines.

The fourth point is the most impor-
tant. Under the piece-rate system, and
any other form of payment by results,
its breach is both inevitable and
tolerated. A piece-rate worker does not
earn money just by working, but rather
because he works without observing the
regulations. i

My work-mates have long since given
up the idea of their labour producing
useful goods of high quality. They find
it quite natural to be bound by special
rules governfng elementary matters of
common sense, and equally natural to
resist these rules, even when the price
they pay is their own health.

But who batters his own head against

a wall unless someone else is forcing him
tp' do so? What immense force is
capable of killing in the worker—who
¢reates everything—the . instinct  for
good work? You can, like the news-
papers, believe that there is a point to a
worker’s life. But why should one be
shocked by the indifference with whith
even workers who make a good living
turn the page without hesitation when a

*Both the revolution of 1848-9 ‘in
Hungary and the uprising in 1956 began with
a declaration of ‘twelve points’.
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newspaper article purports to give his
life some other meaning than this sim-
ple desire to live well? ‘You have to
alleviate the cancer, but not cut it out.’
Even the most well-intentioned say
some such thing when they talk about,

‘the improvement of workers” pay or the

relations which surround their
work—they say nothing about the
pitiless inhuman absurdity of paid
labour itself.

When we work on a machine—whose
output is basic to the calculation of our
pay—and when we run it faster thanthe
prescribed rate, then, officially, that is
not called self-destruction (an in-
conceivable self-destruction which calls
into question our whole universe) but
‘cheating the norm’.

A strange kind of cheating which
does so much harm to the cheater! If &
fraud is perpetrated, then someone has
to be defrauded. In this case possibly
the empioyers, since increased produc-
tion does not result, as they might wish,
solely from the extreme tension of our
nerves and muscles, but also from
speeding up the machines.

If we received a satisfactory wage for
one hundred per cent performance
then, all right, it would be cheating pure
and simple. Because we would produce
no more than the one hundred per cent,
but would do so with less effort, and
the quality would be worse. But this
isn't it. What would spur us on con-
stantly to increase output if one hun-
dred per cent performance was really
feasible, and its corresponding pay
satisfactory?

And so, when the jobs come out of
the machine quicker than the norms lay
down, it could well be called a sort of
cheating, but for us, this only
means—and that’s ; what they in-
tend—that we finish more jobs than are
officially reckoned to represent an out-
put of one hundred per cent. It’s not a
matter of working less. Exactly the op-
posite in fact: we workimore to produce
more in order to earn an acceptable
wage, and this is possible only by
cheating,

One might well ask: who is being
done? Certainly not the bosses who in
the final count can only be satisfied,
because we produce more. The
machines perhaps? They can take the
pace. It is the norm which is swindled,
only the norm and the piece-rate system
itself. And suddenly, this norm begins
to take on a concrete existence: it
assumes the appearance of a boss, any
boss, whom one then imagines one is
cheating. :

The workers call cheating the norm
‘looting’. Millions of piece-rate workers
use this word quite naturally, without
the least trace of guilt. No doubt the
god of piece-rate workers receives
millions of prayers every day, which
beg him to provide their daily loot. This
meaning of the word is not to be found -
in any dictionary. Entries under
‘cheating the norm’ do not describe
what the workers actually do, but men-
tion_bribery, fiddling the accounts, and
so on, things which are unknown in the
factories. /

But management knows all about
looting. After all, it is not just the
workers who practise it, and live off it,
but the bosses as well. If they fix my
pay for a hundred per cent performance
at around 8 forints an hour, then, quite
literally, they force me to loot. Just how
could their production plan be im-
plemented if this compulsion was not
built into it in the first place?
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There is no need for them to go
through all those calculations which I
made to work out my wage per minute.
All they have to do is to set the time for
a job low engugh, sothat it compels me
to loot.

Every boss banks on his piece-rate
workers looting. If he sometimes
reprimands them about this, it’s in-
variably in a cautious, low-keyed, im-
personal way, often with humour. This
usually happens only when looting too
obviously affects the quality of work,
perhaps when there are many more
defective pieces than are allowed for in
the calculated reject rate.

No boss would ever openly encourage
us to loot. ‘You can take money home
by the sackfull,’ says the head foreman.
‘It’s entirely up to you.” Of course, he
doesn’t add that the hourly wage is a
farce and the prescribed speeds can’t be
taken seriously.

M gave me my first lesson in looting.
He said he couldn’t stand to see the way
my machine crawled along. ‘You’re not
giving them any sleepless nights. If you
don’t work out how to make your
money yourself, they won’t slip the
missing hundred forint bills into your
pocket. Well now, what do you do
when the setter has finished?’

I was going to tell him that 1 knew all
about my machine, but he stopped me
with ‘a wave of his hand. ‘This is what
vou do: you set it all over again. And if
you begin without the setter, then
forget about the technical instructions.
He sticks to the blueprint. That’s what
he’s paid for. But you've got a head of
your own, haven't you? Well then, step
up the cutting speed and feed the job
through faster. Just make sure you
don’t blow yourself up. If you want to
make a living here you can't let things
riin along smoothly,’

It’s not easy. As soon as-I start, the
accelerated pace brings on an extreme
state of-nerves. My eyes are transfixed
by the hail of sparks; my whole-body
strains towards the lever; sometimes I
can’t bear the tension any longer and
pull too soon. The machine trembles
and shrieks. The excessive stress on the
material induces ominous knockings
and vibrations. Their crescendo induces
in me cramps and waves of guilt and
fear. My torpid concentration col-
lapses.

I concentrate on one machine. The
other, timed for a different run, comes
to the end of its operation; the milling
disc hits against harder material and
breaks,, making an infernal din. The
brokeéh milling teeth shoot past my head
like bullets. I stop both machines. My
inner trembling gets the better of my
hands. When this happens to experienc-
ed workers, they set about sweeping up
shavings to master their impulse to run
away. The unmistakable sound and the
sudden quiet that follows makes the
others look up from their own noisy
machines. Their looks don't condemn
and their remarks help me through a
difficult moment, Slowly and unob-
trusively, my neighbour strolls over and
examines the shattered head. ‘There are
plenty of these in the stores,' he says.
‘It’s a disposable tool.” (At every pro-
duction/meeting, the foreman tables the
same l%otion: ‘The level of consump-
tion of disposable taol parts is too high
throughout the section.”)

Despite their frequency, such in-
cidents are treated as an event—and the
news spreads quickly, like the word of a
feat of arms among soldiers at the
front. During the morning break after |

broke the disc, a borer came over to me
from the other end of the factory. ‘I
have heard the iron cry,’ he said, with a
broad grin. It turned out that this was
the stock quotation on such occasions.
He did not know its origin.

Looting has its own excitement and
rituals, Young workers, and those who
are friends, spur each other on. The
tense faces, the eyes half-closed through
fear of flying fragments; smile for a mo-
ment. ‘Go it, Pista, like you would the
wife at home.’ ‘Go on! Give it one!’
‘Is she turning red? What are you
waiting for?’ “You’ve already shot your
lot, Fonee, I didn’t know you were such
a weakling!” ‘Hi, Laczi, where are
you? You're hopelessly behind!’

But this does not save us from acute
nerves, a condition which has nothing
to do with personal irritability, whether
chronic or occasional. Apart from the
constant threat of accidents, the main
cause of nerves is that not all work or
every situation allows looting. We have
to hunt out loot, catch it and hold it,
plan ahead and get into position, throw
angry rages on its behalf. Every day we
have to fight for loot: small but in the
long run vital battles, amongst each
other, one against all.

All knowledge, skill, and application,
everything needed for a good job, are
put to the service of looting and so turn-
ed' inside out. It is no longer a question
of producing a good job of work, but
rather the reverse., To discover every
chance for looting, and take advantage
of them you have to know all the jobs
your machine can possibly do, compare
the piece-rate for new operations with
the technical instructions, find out how
to mount more pieces than the regula-
tions lay down, learn how to step up the
speed, and, in the case of multiple
operations, find a way of getting right
to the end of the series with a single set-
ting of the table, and a single milling
head.

All this has to be done in secret and
entirely on your own, because the
foreman, the quality inspector, the rate-
fixer.and the engineer are all there to see
that the rules are obseryved. They turn a
blind eye only so long.as you do not
force your looting to their attention.
The word ‘looting’ is not considered
polite. But you can talk about ‘good
jobs” and ‘bad jobs', which mean by
silent convention nothing more than
whether or not looting is possible. With
the foreman you can speak quite openly
about good or bad work. To him the
rise in productivity through looting is
an advantage: increased bonuses; and
more prestige. Accidents and damage
come under another heading. Our ex-
haustion, tension, and ‘nerves’ are not
his concern.

M, for example, has a good look

‘round before work begins and again

during the morning break. He stops in
front of my machines and scrutinizes
the ‘money’ for my new jobs. Now he’s
no longer helpful. His eyes narrow as he
observes me work: only if he is sure that
my work is not ‘better’ than his, or that
his jobs are just as ‘good’, will he spare
me a few friendly words. After he’s
done his rounds he goes to the foreman
and complains that he has had nothing
but ‘bad’ jobs for days. ‘You know the

way things are,’ comes the formal rep- |

ly; ‘bad jobs bring good ones.” The
foreman means that if you want to get
your hands on to jobs where looting is
possible you’ve got Lo accept those that
don’t bring much money. The ‘good’

Continued on page 22
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