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Send one of these ballots to the Revolutionary Communist
Party and we will find something dramatic to do with all of
them together at election time. Keep the other one and think
of something creative to do with it yourself on election day.

™) [ DEMOCRATIC PARTY

[0 INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES
OTHER ASSORTED SAVIORS

]

[1 THIS WHOLE SYSTEM IS
PUTRID, I DON’T
BELIEVE IN ANY OF ITS
CANDIDATES! crv  oare

MAIL THIS COPY OF THE 1980 ELECTION BALLOT TO THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKER,
P.0. BOX 3486 MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO, IL. 60654

1980 ELECTION BALLOT:

~£") [ DEMOCRATIC PARTY

i L....’. - ,. oD

Check Box

- ﬂ-—-@' (] INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE”'
OTHER ASSORTED SAVIORS =8

mCheck Box

[ THIS WHOLE SYSTEM IS

PUTRID, I DON'T
BELIEVE IN ANY OF ITS

CANDIDATES!

EEP THIS ONE AND DO SOMETHING CREATIVE WITH IT YOURSELF ON ELECTION DAY.
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creating public opinion in the military
and more broadly throughout society.

This ““coup attempt’’ was very similar
to the dry runs pulled by the U.S./CIA
in. Chile before the overthrow of
Allende,

As far as the Soviet Union is concern-
ed, it seems to be currently relying on
growing influence with and infiltration
into the Manley government. An elec-
toral alliance built between pro-Soviet
parties and the PNP is the present
means to accomplish this goal. This is a
common Soviet technique in areas
where the U.S. is in a position of
relative strength and in fact is how they

' different cities.

operated in Chile with Allende.

However, there is one important dif-

ference between the Soviet maneuvers
in Chile and those in Jamaica
today—the development of ‘‘armed
resistance.”’ This is -evidenced in
Manley’s direct declaration that he will
‘‘wage a war’' to prevent a coup'and his
development of an ‘‘armed home
guard®’ to protect the government, not
to mention the pood possibility of
Cuban- military assistance if ‘‘asked
for.” .
. As the U.S. plots to overthrow
Manley, and as the Soviet Union con-
tinues to maneuver utilizing especially
its “‘ally’” only miles north of Jamaica,
the situation for the masses of people is
marked by increased suffering, increas-
ed anger and increased struggle. “‘Land
invasions’’—squatting on land belong-
ing to big landlords and aluminum
companies—have become common as
thousands of landless peasants see the

promises of land reform fall through. -

Strikes are an almost daily occurence
that effect every type of industry, from
airport baggage handlers to aluminum
workers to sugar crop. workers. A
massive communication workers strike
crippled Jamaica's communications
system earlier this year. Violent actions
have erupted in the ghettos of Kingston
and other Jamaican cities. January
1979 saw barricaded streets and gun-
fights as the people responded to a
gasoline price hike. There have been
demonstrations against police terror
and over the last few months the
Jamaican press has reported police sta-
tions and other government buildings
being trashed and burnt down in many
Jamaican youth are
turning by the thousands to radical
politics and radical religions; like the
Rastafarians. A number of American
journalists have commented that it
looks as though all Jamaican youth
“‘are either Marxists or Rastafarians."’
The Rastafarians: in particular have a
very strong base in some of the poorest
areas in. Jamaica. This stems from the
Rastafarians’ rejection of colonialism
and their calls for the downfall of
“Babylon.”’ While it is true that Manley

_ still has support from a sizeable section

of Jamaicans, at this point neither he
nor Seaga, not to mention: the two
superpowers, relish the idea of a mass
uprising flaring cut of their control.
This has even ledito a joint PNP/JLP
communique calling for calm and stabi-
lity as well as a special high-level meeting
of the Jamaican National Security
Council—including the head of the army
and the police—which promlsed to do
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everything necessary to maintain order.

‘‘Democratic Socialism’ in Jamaica

The current situation in Jamaica in a
large part stems from the history of its
development since World War 2 and in
particular developments over the last
eight years. Jamaica since the end of
World War 2 has been firmly under the
thumb of U.S. imperialism, especially
since the Declaration of ‘‘formal inde-

-pendence” from- Britain' in 1962. Eco-

nomic and political domination has been
maintained through a series. of neo-
colonial governments very:tightly tied to
the U.S. Just about every industry was
U.S. controlled; including sugar,
tourism, and most importantly for the
U.S., the bauxite industry. (Jamaica
accounts for 42% of U.S. bauxite im-
ports—the largest single U.S.
“supplier."”” Bauxite is the raw material
from which aluminum is extracted and is
obviously critical for the U.S., in partic-
ular for war preparations. Between 50%
and 80% of the weight of aircraft and
missiles consists of aluminum. Further,
the proximity of Jamaica to the U.S. is
important here. It reduces the chances of
U.S.-bound ships bemg sunk.)

After 1962, two main political parties
the Jamaican political
scene—the Jamaican Labor Party and
the People’s National Party. Both of
these parties emerged from the mass
rebellions of 1938. From 1962 till 1972
there was no real difference between the
two parties, each based themselves on
the interests and the needs of the U.S.
imperialists and the Jamaican
capitalists and'landlords.

However, throughout the ’60s anger
and militancy grew among the masses
of Jamaican people, a sentiment fueled
by their oppressive conditions and
inspired by the raging struggle of
oppressed nationalities in the U.S. and
the storms of national

liberation

F

sweeping the world. In response to this,

the People’s National Party and its new
leader, Michael Manley, began to
change. In the 1972 election, Manley, a
former trade union leader and son of
one of Jamaica’s first prime ministers,
brought many of the new Black power
leaders into his campaign, rhetorically
adopting the demands of the movement

launched a campaign that promised
widescale reforms and a stand of
militancy against the aluminum
companies and other imperialists active
in Jamaica. Campaigning under the
slogans *‘Better Must Come’’ and *‘It's
Time for a Government of Love,”

- and of the Rastafarian religion. He

* companies.

Manley and the PNP were swept mto
office.

At the beginning of his term Manley
declared that *‘Jamaica would be a land

" of social justice.” The social unrest

which had engulfed the island during
the 1960s dictated that he do more than
just declare it. In 1972 Jamaica had an
incredibly high official unemployment
rate; only half the labor force worked
steadily throughout the year. The
amount and cost of food imports were
skyrocketing even though Jamaica has
some of the most fertile soil in the
world. More than 100,000 acres of
farmland was not in.use, almost 40% of
all the arable farmland was owned by
only 0.2 'percent of all Jamaican
farmers and nearly 200,000 acres of
farmland was owned by the bauxite
The over 20 years of
“‘industrialization by invitation’* had
resulted in Jamaica being totally
dependent on foreign capital—mainly
U.S.—for investments and loans. The
total U.S. involvement at that time
stood at $1 billion and more than $700
million of that invested in bauxite.
Manley promised a reversal and was
elected on a program of policies that
would benefit the Jamaican people at
the expense of -foreign interests. In his
first couple of years in office Manley
developed a mild program of reform in
education, housing, health, etc. The
government also began to act on
agricultural reform, developing land-
lease programs and sugar worker
cooperatives. Of course, none of this
was intended to fundamentally alter the
class relations in Jamaica. It was more
or less typical of the national capitalist
programs in other countries at the time.
Manley declared that Jamaica ‘‘was
part of the third world.” In 1972
Jamaica began to establish ties with
Cuba and in 1973 Manley accompanied
Castro to the 1973 Non-aligned
Countries Summit Conference in
Algiers.

In 1974, Manley developed a plan to
reorganize the bauxite industry in
Jamaica—he levied a tax against the
aluminum companies that would be
based on the price of finished

aluminum. In his first year, this tax in-

creased Jamaica’s revenue from bauxite
by more than six times. For more than
20 years Jamaica had been the second
largest producer of bauxite in the world
but while: more than $252.2 million
worth of bauxite was being exported
from Jamaica annually less than $40
million was being taken in by Jamaica
as revenue. By the end of 1974 Manley

Connnued on page 20







