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German Youth Trash NATO Birthday Party
\

May 6. 1980—(he sports siadium out
side Bremen, West Germany was going
10 host a military extravaganza, a clear
statement from the government to the
West German people themselves. 1,200
recruits were going to be mass inducted
into the West German military ma
chine, pledging their allegiance and
their young lives to the imperialist Con
stitution. Even the day, May 6. was
carefully chosen for symbolic signifi
cance. Twenty-five years ago. on May
6. 1955. West Germany joined NATO,
as its imperialist rulers dropped their
sham masquerade of guilt and repen
tance for the crimes of World War 2,
and started to seriously remilitarize,
this time as a Junior partner in the U.S.
war bloc.

Coming quickly on th^ heels of West
German support for the boycott of the
Moscow Olympics and a new, bulging war
budget, this military spectacle-was an un
mistakable signal to the West German
people to resign themselves to the "un
thinkable"—the third world war of this
century.

But the message millions received
from Bremen on May-6 was not the
sobering pomp of war preparations and
reactionary national unity. As the
ceremonies started, just as the national
anthem of the Vaterland started to rise

from the military band, vigorous chants
broke out from various places in the
stadium crowd: "Stop it! Stop it!" and
"Out of NATO!" Police moved in
quickly to restore the "dignity" of the

occasion. But by then the flares and
fireworks raining into the stadium from
outside, and the wail of police sirens,
heard over the martial music, made it
clear that the statement in Bremen
(hat day was being made in the streets.

Outside the stadium, over 7000

angry, rebellious youth squared off
with police and turned the entire area
into a battle ground. Armed with cob
blestones, club.s and firebombs,- the
demonstrators forced the police to
retreat lime and again, leaving their
vehicles behind to be burned. Three
military buses and several cop cars were
put to the torch. A barricade, manned
by military police, was needed to pre
vent the youth from storming the
siadium itself. Here were the very youth

that imperialism plan.s to turn into can
non fodder, firing firework rockets at
the helicopters evacuating West Ger
man President Karl Carsiens and War
Minister Hans Apel to safety far from
the Bremen siadium.
The quickly organized demonstration

was an extremely broad action, drawing
in forces from widely divergent political
trends in West Germany, including
many "sponiis" (semi-anarchist youth)
as well as members of the Revolu
tionary Youth League, affiliated with
the Communist Workers League of
Germany (KABD). Once in the streets,
some march organizers, specifically the
youth groups of the Socialist Party and
the pro-Soviet German Communist

Continued on page 9
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It's About Time!

TITO: ORTHODOX

REVISIONISi; DIES
a Nazi fighter and a tough cookie who
defied Stalin and went on to build his
own "unorthodox brand of commu-
nixm." Britain's Margaret Thatcher
called Tito "a great staiesmatt and
leader of his people." He was a "tower-

After four months., of medical
bulletins monitoring every detail of the
protracted decline of President Tito of
Yugoslavia, four months of premature
eulogies and predictions of his immi
nent dentise, Tito's actual death on
May 4 was anti-climactic—in fact,
straight out boring. There had been
blow-by-blow accounts of the leg am
putation, the kidney failure, the heart
failure, pneumonia and various other
failures, each accompanied by a fresh
round of speculation over the future-
course of Yugoslavia. By the time the
plug was pulled. Tito's death was ho-
hum news. There wasn't enough of him
left for the commentators to comment

on.

Nevertheless, heads of state from

Pierre Trudeaii to Valcry Cii,scard d'Es-
taing managed to rouse themselves for a
veritable orgy of praise, hailing Tito as

ing figure on the world stage," pro
claimed Jimmy Carter.

StJch praise and glory from these pil
lars of capitalism is not at all surprising,
since Tito himself was stamped from
the same mold. What is often called

"Tito's unorthodox brand of commu
nism" is in reality nothing but revi
sionism—the betrayal of revolution
under the guise, even if rather thinly
veiled, of Marxism.
Tito was never a communist, ortho

dox or otherwise. "Clet rid of the old
exploiters and bring in the new" was as
high as his aspirations ever went.,He
hitched his wagon to the then-socialist
Soviet Union in the 1920s and "JOs
because it was the only force giving un-,
compromising aid in the fight against'
the type of monarchy that ruled ruth
lessly over the Yugoslav people. Tito
rode to power at the conclusion of
World War 2 on the strength of the
popular resistance movement against
the Nazis. This was a powerful mass
movement that dealt blows against the
Germans atid helped to topple Yugosla

via's former rulers, many of whom
were Nazi collaborators. The ground
was cleared of the "old"—but with

Tito's revisionist outlook in command,
the "new" which .was substituted for
this amounted to socialism in words,

but capitalism in fact. (The economics
of Tito's "unorthodox communism"

• was analy/ed-in the WW shortly after
Tito's leg was amputated and is only
briefly recapped here—see R iV No. 43.) •

Tito, embarking on' the road of
capitalist development, was expelled
from the international communist
movement in the late ■40s. "Indepen
dent Yugoslavia'' thereafter relied on
billions of dollars in U.S. aid (as well as
aid from other capitalist countries) to
develop the economy.-"Workers' self-
management" was Tito's brainchild for
building capitalism under a very rag
gedy socialist cover. Basically, workers'
self-management is nothing but a hand
ful of workers turned into bureaucrats
who run things for one purpose—prof
it. Politically, Tito's foreign policy
became totally subservient to the U.S.,
with Tito at the head of a travelling
road show that crisscrossed Asia,
Africa and Latin America—all coun
tries under the heel of U.S. domina-
lion—preaching that a "general move-
fnent for peace." rather than the violent
elimination of imperialism, transcended
all other issues. But Tito's slavish
posture before imperialism did not save
•Yugoslavia from the effects of the
economic crisis plaguing capitalism
worldwide. Yugoslavia is today in the
throes of a major crisis, notable for a
phenomenal unemployment rate.

Following Tito's death. Carter an
nounced that "For more than three
decades, under administrations of both
parties, it has been the policy of the-
U.S. 10 support the independence; icr-
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ritorial integrity and unity of Yugosla
via. I reaffirm today that America will
continue its longstanding policy of sup
port for Yugoslavia and do what it must
to provide its support." The U.S. im
perialists are indeed concerned about
maintaining the independence of
Yugo.slavia—from the Soviet Union,
that is. Carter's statement was a clear-
cut warning to the Soviet Union to stay
off U.S. turf—that the U.S. would use
military force if necessary to counter
any moves in the area by the Soviet
Union. (This question was addressed in

No. 42, shortly before Tito began
to lose heart.)

Of course, the amount of.sabre rattl
ing between the, superpowers over
Yugoslavia has subsided somewhat
since Tito first fell ill; it has been over
shadowed by events in Iran and
Afghanistan. But even so, Yugoslavia
continues to be a focus of contention,
as Leonid Brezhnev's appearance at
Tito's funeral indicates.Yugoslavia sits
right on the critical point Joining
Eastern and Western Europe, and could
well become a flashpoint in the near
future.

In one of the many hymns of praise
sung to him by the press, Tito was call
ed a "tough, practical, canny politician
who walked a political tightrope be
tween East and West." Actually, he
resembled a bureaucratic con-artist
rather than a high-wire artist-one who
plunged into the depths of counter
revolution long ago. He will be immor
talized by the imperialists for being the
first ruler to blaze the trail into the pit
of revisionism, stabbing the working
class in the back under the signboard of
"socialism." And for this, future
generations of workers will spit on his
grave. □
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