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German Youth Trash NATO Birthday Party

May 6, 1980—the sports stadium out-
side Bremen, West Germany was going
to host a military extravaganza, a clear
statement from the government to the
West German people themselves. 1,200
recruits were going to be mass inducted
into the West. German military ma-
chine, pledging their allegiance and
their young lives to the imperialist Con-
stitution, Even the day, May 6, was
carefully chosen for symbolic signifi-
cance, Twenty-five years ago, on May

- 6, 1955, West Germany joined NATQ,
as its imperialist rulers dropped their
sham masquerade of guilt and repen-
tance for the crimes of World War 2,
and started to seriously remilitarize,
this time as a junior partner in the U.S.
war bloe.

Coming quickly on thé heels of West
German support for the boycott of the
Moscow Olympicsanda new, bulging war
budget, this military spectacle-was an un-
mistakable signal to the West German
people to resign themselves to the “‘un-
thinkable'’—the third world war of this
century. ” 3

But the message millions received
from Bremen on May 6 was not the
sobering pomp of war preparations and
reactionary national unity. As the
ceremonies started, just as the national
anthem of the Vaterland started to rise
from the military band, vigorous chants
broke out from various places in the
stadium crowd: “‘Stop it! Stop it!"' and
“Out of NATO!" Police moved in
quickly to restore the “‘dignity’" of the

occasion. But by then the flares and
fireworks raining into the stadium from
outside, and the wail of police sirens,
heard over the martial music, made it
clear that the statement in Bremen
that day was being made in the streets.

Outside the stadium, over 7000
angry, rebellious youth squared off
with police and turned the entire area
into a battle ground. Armed with cob-
blestones, clubs and firebombs; the
demonstrators: forced the police to
retreat time and again, leaving their
vehicles behind to be burned, Three
military buses and several cop cars were
put to the torch. A barricade, manned
by military police, was needed (o pre-
vent the youth from storming the
stadium itself, Here were the very youth

that imperialism plans to turn into can-
non fodder, firing firework rockels at
the helicopters evacuating West Ger-
man President Karl Carstens and War
Minister Hans Apel 1o safety far from
the Bremen stadium.

The quickly organized demonstration
was an extremely broad action, drawing
in forces from widely divergent political
trends in West Germany, including
many ‘‘spontis’’ (semi-anarchist youth)
as well as members of the Revolu-
tionary Youth League, affiliated with
the Communist Workers League of
Germany (KABD). Once in the streets,
some march organizers, specifically the
youth groups of the Socialist Party and
the pro-Soviet German Communist
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