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March 27, 1980—The moving of the
case of the United Staies of America vs.
Bob Avakian from the courtroom on the
- first floor, where legal proceedings took
~ place last summer and fall, up to the 6th
- floor Court of Appeals in the Superior
.~ Courthouse in Washington, D.C., is
- symbolic of the escalation of attack
. : repfesenw;tby the government's appeal
* = inthis case. And most recently, of the
. fusther sharpening of this government -
- offensive concentrated in the hearing of
- pral arguments held before that court
~last Thursday, March 27th.
~_ The scene itself revealed the stakes
~ ; ~wrapped up in this battle. At9:30a.m.,
 the hushed atmosphere of the tomblike
- chamber on the top.floor of this -
F mauseleum of bourgeois justice was
~ broken by a sepulchural voice intoning,
“All rise...” Three pairs of 20 foot
~ high curtains slid open on elecironic
racks, the hum of the hidden modern
- machinery barely audible in the room.

- As if on another set of electronic tracks
~and pulled by another hidden machine,
black robed figures seemed to float
through the giant opening inio the
~ chamber and up to the judges’ bench
~high-above the rest of the courtroom.

Like ghastly ghouls returned from the
dead, the judges took their places to
preside on what was to come.

On behalf of the dying, stood top
U.S. prosecuter Farrell, pledging his al-
legiance to the already dead and deman-
‘ding that the dead stand with, defend
and expand the attacks launched by

Continued on page 6

When you say May Day
18802 < - !
Earlier this week the Budwei- i
ser billboard stopped going

along with the program. In-

stead of flashing out the

ustal advertising messages,
revofutionary slogans
greeted passing motorists,

Button Day

CLASS CONSCIOUS FORCE EMERGING

As we go to press, the reports of the
intense battle to sell 30,000 May Day
buttons are still coming in to the Na-
tional May Day ’80 Commjittee. But
even now, some things are clear. In
open defiance of the re-opening of the
railroad of Bob Avakian on Thursday,
March 27, thousands and thousands
waore the May Day button. Like a signal
of the revolutionary futuré, many
proudly wore it. This symbol of the
powerful fist of the working class, hold-
g firmly the red flag of revolution,

. displayed on the shirts and collars of

thousands, marked an advance for May
Ist, 1980. The buttons gave a visible
voice to the determination of the
revolutionary-minded workers to pro-
tect their revolutionary leadership.

From the first call for 30,000 May
Day buttons to be worn, this battle has
been marked by great turmoil. March
27 was an advance because it mobilized
a part of that revolutionary section of
the working class, a section that is
beginning to be tapped, drawn forward
and welded into a class-conscious force
at the forefront of the revolutionary
movement. At the same time, the ad-

vances were only realized through in-

tense, often wrenching struggle, not’

just against the ruling class, but even
more critically, within the ranks of the
revolutionary forces building May Day
themselves,

Of course all this was bound to be so.
In the coming years we are approaching
one of those rare moments in history
when the possibility of revolution may

New Book Analyzes Imperialism’s Greatest Crisis

emerge. Against this backdrop, with
new forces beginning to swirl into mo-
tion, those who step forward are bound
to face struggle, though ultimately this
still small number represents the
decisive force. .

The battle became sharply focused in
major plants around' the country. At
the Ford Rouge complex in Detroit,

Continued on page 14
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America in Decline

Chapter serialized in the Revolutionary Worker.
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Truth in Advertising Goes Electric

Continued from page 1

Newark _
Prisoners

Sixty prisoners seized the I1th floor
of the Essex County Jail, rocking
Newark, New Jersey and the surroun-
ding New York area, March 25th.
These prisoners, awaiting trial for 6
months,. a year, two years, tried to
break out, shooting one guard to get the
kevs and taking ten others hostage.
They demanded shotguns, rifles and a
helicopter.

While the authorities went through
the motions of negotiation led by a
Harvard-trained liberal, they attempted
to crush the rebellion by force. Their
early mowves and trickery were
countered by the prisoners. When the
authorities turned off the water on the
tenth and eleventh floors, a guard
found himself dangling out the win-
dow. And when the prisoners heard a
SWAT team sneaking up the stairs, a
guard with a gun up against his head
was held out the window.

This decisive act of inspired tens of
thousands. Hundreds poured out of the
prison-like projects just blocks away
from the jail to stand with the rebellion.
Many were veterans of the Newark re-
bellion of 1967 when the Black masses
rose up in this city and from one end of
the country to the other. One man who
walked miles to get there said,
‘““Newark’s on fire again.”” People
wanted to be there. You got the feeling
they’d been waiting a long time for
something like this to break. For hours
the people on the street and the

prisoners yelled back and forth to each

other, “*Keep it up. Hold out till morn-
ing. We're going to the projects to
mobilize more brothers. Keep it up.
Right on!™’

Street corners, restaurants and bars
raged with debate. The pigs were on the
defensive for a change. Even with
SWAT teams and trucks from New
York City and helicopters buzzing over-
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Rebel

head, they were well aware that the
masses surrounding the jail and in the
area generally were for the prisoners,
that they were tasting liberation and
that this was potentially very danger-
ous.

When most people had left the side-
walk surrounding the jail, at 3:00 in the
morning, the state struck and crushed
the rebellion. A ‘‘settlement’” was
reached.

But far from settling the matter, the
rebellion pushed out into the forefront
sentiments and feelings that had been

lingering in people’s hearts and minds

for a long time. Far from settling the
matter, the rebellion and even more
revolution is now being debated on the
streets, intently in the homes and pro-
jects in every corner of Newark.

A banner reading ‘““To the Essex
County Prisoners: It is right to rebel.
Forward to Revolutionary May Day'’
was brought into the heart of
downtown Newark by the RCP and the
Revolutionary May Day Committee.
The call for Button Day was grabbed up
by thousands of outstretched hands,
and the necessity of conscious revolu-
tionary struggle and in- particular the
revolutionary leadership, line and Party
of Bob Avakian were discussed.

The *80s are here. Rebellions like that
of the Essex County prisoners will be
increasingly frequent. Inevitably, most
if not all of these will be put down, ex-
actly because the bourgeoisie has state
power. But the oppressed will inevitably
rise up against the oppressors and every
rebellion of the masses will bring for-
ward many resisters even beyond the ac-
tual participants—those rebels, those
hungry for revolutionary action and
leadership, exactly those whom the Par-
ty and the class-conscious proletariat
have to forge together and lead to con-
sciously take history into their hands. { !
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BREAK OUT IN BENTON! &

“We saw the Iranian people do it on TV’ —
- people revolted against the war in Vietnam—we figured ‘this is our

OHSL 19M0O] ALiap

“We heard about how

chance’,” several students told the Revolutionary Worker.

Benton, Illinois. Population 6800. A
coal mining town 300 miles south of
Chicago. Every morning the youth
gather in bunches across from the high
school. These are the ones the ad-
ministration calls ‘‘delinquents,’’
“‘truants’’ and ‘‘rowdies’’—the work-
ing class youth who break the rules,
who haven’t yet learned ‘‘their place.”
There is nowhere to go, nothing to do.
A cloud of smoke rises over the parking
lots as the students light up. The kids
brace themselves for another day at
Benton High, designed to mold them
into ‘‘young adults’’, obedient slaves to
be fed into the _profit machine.

The mine rescue station located right
next to the high school stands as a cons-
tant reminder of exactly what kind of
future these’youth are being educated
for—a future of being blown up in a
coal mine, or dying a slow death from
vears of backbreaking, mind-numbing
toil. ““‘My grandfather and uncle died in
the mines,’”’ said one student, a com-
mon story here not far from the site of
the infamous Franklin Mine Disaster of
1951 in which 119 died. And many of
these kids will be snatched up by the Ar-

my before they even get a chance at a
job in the mines. The Army goes right
into the high school to do recruiting.
But on Wednesday, March 19, things
were different. At 1:20 p.m. the school
doors exploded open with a bang,
unable to contain the pent-up anger and
frustration any longer. Sunlight pierced
the gloom of Benton High as 400
students, more than half the
school—came flying out, shouting,
laughing, running, throwing their fists
in the air. The walkout had begun,
sparked by the firing of two sympathe-
tic teachers who the administration said
‘“‘were not able to maintain discipline”’
because they committed such heinous
crimes as allowing the kids to talk for
the last four minutes of class. ‘“School
sucks!”” ““The administration sucks!’’
they shouted. It was a jailbreak. The
joy of the oppressed rising up was writ-
ten all over their faces—the joy of
busting loose, of spitting in the face of
the deadly, suffocating future sym-
bolized by Benton High School.
A demonstration formed up- and
started moving toward the town square,
Continued on page 15

 Below: The front page of the Benton Evening News reflected the impact of

the students’ actions on the small town.

Benton Evemng News

HENTON, ILLINCIS, THURSDAY. MARCH 20, 1980
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FAR APART WEDNESD
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becsuse ‘'you have made your choice.”’ Other
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May Ist 1943: The Wai

May 1, 1943, Warsaw, Poland. The
sound of pistols and the smell of
kerosene from molotov cocktails filled
the narrow streets of the Jewish ghetto.
It was the I12th day of the Warsaw
uprising; thousands had turned their
doorways into fortresses, taking on the
mighty German imperialist army—rout-
ing German patrols, destroying tanks,
battering the Nazi chauvinist propagan-
da about the “‘passive, inferior race”’
with homemade weapons and even bare
hands. Now, from the barricades and
the bunkers, hundreds of fighters made
their way through tunnels, across roof-
tops, to 18 Mila Street, the headquar-
ters of the Jewish Fighters Organiza-
tion (JFO), which had called for and
organized the uprising. Many literally
fought their way through. There were
no big parades or demonstrations this
day, but here in the largest of the 631
underground bunkers of the ghetto,
May Day, International Workers Day,
was celebrated in the midst of the bat-
tle. In the Mila Street bunker, the class-
conscious workers of the Warsaw Ghet-
to pinned badges of red linen to their
shirts and listened to a broadcast from
Radio Moscow which told them of
Stalin’s May Day speech. Then, in the

_first action of the uprising carried out in
broad daylight, the fighters donned
German _uniforms ‘they had stolen,
goose-stepped through the streets right
up to the German patrols, and suddenly
opened - fire.
retreated, fighting their way past other

patrols to get back to the Mila Street

headquarters to sing the anthem of the
worldwide working class—The Interna-
tionale. One fighter later wrote,
“Holding our weapons, we softly sang

Just as suddenly they.

the Interpationale amongst the charred
ruins, bearing witness to youth battling
in the ghetto who do not forget its
meaning...and the words and the
n:jeaning of the singing reverberat-
ed

Almost from the beginning of the
German takeover of Poland, with its
accompanying unleashing of terror
against the Polish people and the Jews
in particular, the Jewish working class
in Warsaw had resisted. In-April 1940,
when the Nazi occupiers stirred up
Polish lumpen (petty criminal) elements
to begin a.pogrom (mob attack and kill-
ing) on the Warsaw Jews, they were met
by “‘defense groups made up of slaugh-
terhouse werkers, truck drivers,

carpenters, and stone masons, (who)
drove off the attackers with clubs, fists,

iron pipes and brass knuckles. The
pogrom-ended abruptly....”

But -right from the beginning, the
Nazis relied on a force of murderous
traitors who not only opposed
resistance against the German occupa-
tion by the Jewish workers, but literally
carried out the political rule for the
Germans in the ghetto. Half a million
Jews had been forcibly herded into the
walled ghetto of Warsaw. The Nazis ap-
pointed Zionist elements—propertied
Jews from the upper and middle class-
es—to Jewish councils (called
Judcenrat); their task  was to ad-
minister the ghetto for the Germans.

When the Nazis began their *‘liquida-
tion campaign,’” the Judenrat compiled
lists of all Jews and their property,
registered all births, maintained police
forces whose main job was to round up
Jews to be sent to the extermination
camp at Treblinka, and even collected

\ CLAS

taxes from those being shipped to their
death to pay for the expenses. Mean-
while, the leaders of the Judenrat op-
posed: all resistance to the imperialists,
claiming, ‘It may be assumed in War-
saw, in the heart of Europe, the Ger-
mans would not dare exterminate the
Jews.” They turned in 6000 Jews a day
in exchange for which they and their
families were exempt. By the time of the
uprising, of the original half million
people in the ghetto, there were only
60,000 left alive.

The head of the Judenrat said that
resistance to the Germans was wrong,
that it angered them and ‘‘endangered
the ghetto.”” He brought out some
religious figures to call the resistance
fighters ‘‘provocateurs’” for refusing to
go peacefully to the slaughter the im-
perialists had in store for them. The ac-
tivity of these Jewish “‘leaders’ is a tell-
ing exposure of the whole Zionist

philosophy. (This was ah idea which"

came to full flower only after the war
when the state of Israel, the so-called
“Jewish homeland,”” was set up by
Britian and the U.S. Zionist gangs drove
countless Palestinians and other Arabs
off their land at gun point. Thousands
and thousands were murdered.)
Butalso telling was the role played in
Warsaw by the Jewish Workers Bund.
This organization claimed to represent

~the working class, it claimed to be

socialist. But actually the Bund was a
nationalist group guided by the idea of
“‘my people first.”” It made up the ma-
jority of the ghetto trade unions and in-
cluded some professionals. The Bund’s
main social base was among the more
skilled workers of the ghetto and the
relatively privileged position of these
workers effected the attitude of the

- Bund toward struggie against the Ger-

mans: the Bund opposed the call for the
uprising. Bund leaders used the coward-
ly excuse that everybody in Poland
wasn’t ready to rise up against the Ger-
mans, so the Warsaw ghetto workers
should wait and wait some more until
“‘conditions were ripe.”’ This was, of
course, a flimsy cover—and here the
Bund fared no better than the Zionists.
The masses were condemned to a
peaceful walk to the extermination
camps by these so-called leaders.

But the workers, particularly the
more politically advanced workers,
along with the youth of the Warsaw
Ghetto especially, -had other plans. Led
by the Polish Workers Party (a Com-
munist Party which had been reconsti-
tuted in 1942), the JEO began to form
combat teams in the factory districts to
carry out sabotage, organize slowdowns
in the workhouses and on the labor
gangs, and collect German uniforms for

-

later use. They also published illegal
literature which, among other things,
called for preparations for a mass upris- |
ing and linked the struggle in: Warsaw
to the international struggle of the

- working class.

These workers saw what the real
situation was and refused to let them-
selves get dragged down by the back-
ward sentiments the Zionists and Bund-
ists had promoted among many in the
ghetto. They had been inspired by re-
ports from Stalingrad, where the masses
of the then-socialist Soviet Union had
sent the supposedly invincible German
army on the run. By seizing the time,
they knew they could galvanize the
hatred of the broad masses for their op-
pression and turn it into all-out struggle
against the oppressor.

On April 19, 1943, outnumbered,
surrounded by heavily armed German
troops that eventually would number

MAY 1st
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Resistance fighters.

{5,000 while they had only 7 rifles and 50
revolvers, suffering from starvation
and disease due to four years of Nazi
occupation, they issued the call—‘‘Re-

sist! Make the ghetto another Stalin-

grad! Every threshold a fortress!”
Against ' sttrong opposition from the
Zionists and Bundist leaders, many
yvouth of those organizations answered
the call and joined the JFO.

Organized into three main districts
based on the main factory areas, the
JFO planned for people to make their
stand in the factories. Jurgenstroop, the
German SS General called in to try to
prevent the uprising, complained, ‘‘The
managers knew so little of their own
shops that the Jews were in a position to
produce any kind of arms inside these
shops, especially hand grenades,
molotov cocktails, and the like.”’

On the first night of the Jewish holi-
day, Passover, when the German
patrols marched into the ghetto, the
workers and youth began crossfiring
from factories on opposite sides of the
narrow ghetto streets. The main body
of the German patrols was wiped out
| 'that night. There was later found a
- 'young ghetto girl’s diary with this entry
for ‘April 19: “The ghetto has arisen!
The ghetto has arisen! The great and
glorious hour of the future has struck
because the survivors of misfortune,
degradation and gruesome torture...
have dared to straighten their spines!”

The next morning there were three
flags flying from the walls of the ghet-
to, to let the rest of Warsaw know that
the ghetto was rising up. The German
- soldiers were able to tear down the
Polish national flag and the Zionist
flag, but the workers rescued the third
flag before the imperialists could get to
it. It was the bright red flag of pro-
| letarian revolution. L.

Fearful that the revolt would spread
beyond theé ghetto to Warsaw itself, the
German high command instituted a
siege of the ghetto, beginning to burn
buildings to the ground in an attempt to
force the fighters to surrender. But it
was too late. The underground tunnels
| and bunkers that had been built in

preparation for this battle were alive
with the spirit of the uprising, as com-
bat groups continued to crisscross the
ghetto, striking at night and hiding in
the day. Half of the groups were made
up of women, causing Jurgenstroop to
complain bitterly, ‘““We never know
which girl might have a hand grenade
up her bloomers, so many of them
did.”” While most of the fighters knew
that there was no possibility at all for
their survival, surrender was out of the
question. There was truly nothing to
lose, and a whole world to win.

This is the spirit of the Warsaw upris-
ing that the May Day celebration that
year concentrated and pushed forward.
Jurgenstroop had’ thought that the
resistance had finally been put down
because things had been quiet for two
nights prior to May |. But the reports
he ended up turning in that day were the
gloomiest of the battle, partly because
the German casualties were higher than
on any other day except the opening of
the uprising, and partly because his
aides reported widespread dismay and
unrest among his troops during the bat-
tles of May Day. '

May Day also marked the formation
of “wild detachments’’ (as they were
called in the diaries of the people who
fought in the ghetto). These were
groups of workers who would leap out
of doorways in broad daylight and at-
tack the German troops, calling on peo-
ple to come out of their houses and join

‘the fight. In one neighborhood, where

the imperialists had used flamethrowers
to set the houses on fire, old women
stormed out into the streets during a
wild detachment attack and clawed out
the eyes of several German soldiers.
On May 16 the Warsaw uprising end-
ed. To wipe out the resistance, the Ger-
man army had to raze all but eight
buildings in the entire ghetto, and kill
all but 100 of the residents, many of
whom escaped to the forests and
swamps in the Polish countryside to
join other resistance fighters. The
heroic struggle had destroyed numerous
German tanks, killed 300 Nazi soldiers,
and wounded 1,000 more. At a time
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aw Ghetto Uprising

when the German imperialists’ military
machine had been forced to go on the
defensive and was badly in need of time
to reorganize, the uprising inspired
millions throughout Europe to step up
the struggle. At least six more armed
uprisings in ghettos and even in death
camps broke out in the following three
months.

In order to wage the Warsaw upris-
ing, the Warsaw Ghetto workers had to
overcome the obstacle presented by
backward forces who sniveled that “‘op-
pression isn’t sobad’’ or “‘let’s wait un-

Warsaw in flames.

til later to fight.’’ But /ater would have
been too late. The heroic and selfless
struggle of® the workers of the Warsaw
Ghetto stands today as an inspiring ‘ex-
ample-——one- which not only dealt a
severe blow to their immediate enemy,
but moreover, an example which
pointed the way for people the world
over to free themselves from the yoke
of the imperialist beast.

“Without question,”” said a JFO
leader to his comrades on May Day
1943, “‘our struggle will have great
historical meaning....”’ e

Pick Up the Red Flag

‘

Pick it up, pick it up.
A whisper.
Pick it up.
A demand.

A May Day argument with myself.

People shot before you in the street!

Pick it up

You loved him dearly
Pick it up

You never knew him
Pick it up

Will you ever have the chance again?

Pick it up

|

It is your blood running in the streets

Pick it up

It is your living, flaming heart
Pick it up

PICK IT UP

Yes.
Into the future.
Carry it, carmry it.
















