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Mao Tsetung Defendants Face 35 Years
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Washington, D.C., Jan. 29, 1979—Over 500 protest Teng's visit.

Rebellion in the "Suburbs

of Paradise"
Levitlown, Pa.—A typical blue collar

working class community often referred
10 by the capitalists as the American
dream. In a speech just a few months
ago Henry Ford II pointed to Levitlown
as an example of the *'good life" under
capitalism where everybody has it
made. "Capitalism" he bragged, is
located in the "suburbs of paradise
—the Levitlown of paradise."
But on the weekend of June 23-24,

paradise exploded into a raging inferno
as thousands rebelled in the streets fill

ed with anger at the capitalists' "gas
cri.sis" and the system which enforces
it. For two days and nights the people
turned Levitlown into a combat zone,
battling hundreds of police in what •
authorities are calling "the first gas riot
in the history of the country."
The protest, sparked by a militant

blockade of independent truckers,
began on Saturday at Five Points, a .star

shaped intersection in Levitlown flank
ed by gas stations, stores and people's
homes.

At 6 p.m. about twenty-five truckers
pulled their big rigs into the intersection
and started blaring their horns calling
on people to join them. Just then a
Shell station where people had been
wailing in gas lines for hours closed its
pumps saying there was "no more
gas." Furious, many people jutnped
out of their cars and rushed over to join
the truckers, cheering and yelling their
support.

The truckers got on their CB radios
and put out a call for people in the com
munity to come out and support them.
Hundreds of people began pouring out
of their houses and into the area as the
word of what was going on spread like
wildfire. Many were anxious to take an
active stand with the truckers and their
demand of more gas at lower prices.

As evening fell the crowd had swelled
to over a thousand taking up chants of
"More gas, more gas!"

People of all ages were cheering and
clapping for the truckers, excitedly
debating the causes of the gas shortage
and why the prices were so goddamn
high. One man expressed the feelings of
many; "Nothing is happening and we
want something done about it!"

Police began to swarm into the area,
menacing the crowd. But the people
were not about to leave. As one woman

said, "The majority of people here
agree with the truckers and we are going
to stand behind them."

A trucker cruised slowly through the
intersection beeping his horn in de
fiance at the pigs. Suddenly, police
dragged him from his truck beating him
to the ground and arresting him for
"disturbing the peace." At the sight of
this the festive mood of the crowd turn
ed to rage and hatred.

People began hollering at the pigs to
let him go and taunting them for taking
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A major political attack has
been launched by the rulers of
this country on the Revolu
tionary Communist Party and its
Chairman, Bob Avakian,
Last week, serious indictments

against Comrade Avakian and 16
other revolutionaries were hand

ed down by the grand jury in
Washington D.C. The charges
include four separate felony
counts; '^assaulting a police of
ficer with a dangerous weapon,"
"assaulting a police officer,"
"assault with a dangerous
weapon," and "felony riot."
Also included is a misdemeanor
"aiding and abetting" charge.
Together these charges carry a
possible maximum prison
sentence of 35 years. The ar
raignments are set for the week
of July 2.
The 17 indicted were part of 78

revolutionaries who came to be known
as the Mao Tsetung defendants. These
78 were originally arrested early this
year after a police attack on a militant
demonstration in Washington D.C. of
over 500 protesting the U.S. visit of the
arch traitor to the Chinese revolu
tion—Teng Hsiao-ping and. holding
aloft the banner of revolution and the
greatest revolutionary of our time, Mao
Tsetung.

Continued on page 6


