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Introduction
\

Since the betrayal by the Communist Party, U.S.A .• the forming of a gen·
uine communist party has been an urgent necessity. And it is now an immediate possibility. This is a tribute to the struggle of the working class and the
masses of people.
On the basis of summing' up this s.~~uggle, through discussion in our ranks
and with others, the Revolutionary Union is submitting the following draft
programme for this party. This draft contains the basic political line which we
believe must guide the party's work. It also suggests a name. the Revolutionary
Communist Party of the U.S.A., we are proposing for the new partv.
We hope this draft will both encourage and focus broad and deep11oing
discussion among V110rkers and in th{l revolutionary movement generally. Cen·
tered around developing the eventual party programme, this discussion and
struggle can make use of past and present experience to serve the future. We
hope and full y expect this struggle will enrich and deepen the revolutionary
content of the programme to be adopted at the founding congress of the party.
A communist programme is a concentration of the party's basic aims, stra·
tegy, and tasks. It sets forth to the working class the goal of its struggle and the
means to achieve its high goal. So it is not on ly a focus for struggle and sum-up
among communists; it is mainly a guide to action. For that reason we have
tried to write this draft as the final party programme must be written-as a
statement to the U.S. V110rking class from its partv.
FORWARD TO THE PARTY!

'·

If you have suggestions or criticisms of the draft,
the RU can be contacted at: P.O. Box 3486, Mer·
chandise Mart, Chicago, Ill. 60654, or at any of
the fo/lowi'}g:

In the East:
P.O. Box 12053, Washington, D.C. 20005
P.O. Box 1992, Baltimore, Md. 21203
Box 427, Dorchester, Mass. 02122 (Boston area)
Box 714, Dover, N.H. 03820..
G.P.O. Box 2722, Trenton, N.J. 08607
G.P.O. Box 2253, N.Y.C., N.Y. 10001
P.O. Box 890, Ellicott Stn., Buffalo, N.Y. 14205
P.O. Box 1183, Rochester, N.Y. 14603
P.O. Box 12109, Philadelphia, Pa. 19105
Box 3203, Reading, Pa. 19604

In the South:
Box 1445, Birmingham, Ala. 35201
Box 10743, Atlanta, Ga. 30310
P.O. Box 9036, Houston, Texas 77011

........

.. ....

In the Midwest:
P.O. Box 3486, Merch. Mart, Chicago, Ill 60654
Box 3541, Highland Park, Mich. 48203 (Detroit)
P.O. Box 12245, Cincinnati, Ohio 45212
Box 2537, Cleveland, Ohio 44112
P.O. Box 2663, Madison, Wis. 53701
P.O. 1Box 1754, Milwaukee, Wis. 63201
In the Northwest:
P.O. Box 03341, Portland, Ore. 97203
Box 3224, Seattle, Wash. 98114
In the West:
P.O. Box 30697, Los Angeles, Cal. 90030
P.O. Box 7435, Spreckels, Cal. 93962 (Salinas Valley)
Box 291, 1230 Grant Ave., San Francisco, Cal. 94133
P.O. Box 9001, Denver, Colo. 80209

"''

,,

..

....

Draft Programme

Page 1

The Present Situation
THE WORLD IS IN GREAT TURMOIL

Prices towering over wages, massive layoffs and
millions out of work, debts piling up and coming due,
divorce almost as common as marriage, education,
health care and transportation rotten and falling apart,
drugs and pornography everywhere, police running
amuck, politicians lying through their teeth, the cities
getting more and more unliveable-to the great majority of its people this country seems to be going to hell.
The capitalist rulers of this country, who cannot
continue as capitalist rulers without plunging the country into one war after another, now threaten to drag
the people of the U.S., and the world, into another
world war, in their quenchless thirst for more profit.
They deal and double-deal with others like them in
other countries, and despite their fanfare of "detente,"
contend most sharply with their counterparts in the
Soviet Union for domination in Europe, the Middle
East and all parts of the world.
They keep saying they have solutions, but they all
come dowri to one thing-tightening their belts around
the people's pecks. To save their own necks they demand that the people sacrifice-and sacrifice some
more, even to the point of sacrificing thousands or
millions of sons in a war to plunder other peoples.
First they say they have made this into the best of
all possible countries, then they say the American people will just have to get used to the fact that things
are bad and will keep getting worse.
Despite what they preach, things do not have to
be li~e this, and the people will never be satisfied liv·
ing this way. Throughout this countr~ and all over
the world people are rising up to fight back against
those, like the rulers of the U.S .• whose wealth and
pO\,yer have.Jleen buil:t ov.er centcries OR•the backs
of the world's working people. Revolutions are sweeping the world, and in this country more and more peo·
pie are talk'ing of revolution.
At the very heart of this struggle is the basic conflict between the working class-the millions who have
no means to live except through their labor, and whose
labor Is the driving force in society-and the capitalist
class-the handful who do no productive work but live
and accumulate billions from the labor of the workers,
and continually grind t~e workers down in accumula·
ting more.
The working class possesses tremendous potential
power to change the world, a fact that is shown every
day in the process and product of its labor. It is the
task of the working class, in alliance with all forces
oppressed by the capitalist bloodsuckers, to wield its
mighty power to smash the ru.le of the capitalists and
remake society to serve the interests of the great majority of the people.

CAPITALISM BREEDS CRISIS

The great majority of "American people, like the
people in all countries, are hard-working and have produced wonders through their labor. The country is
rich in many resources, and because of the toil of generations here, and in many other parts of the world,
the United States has achieved a high level of science
and technology.
Production is on a massive scale, but with the present economic relations, the basic producers. the workers, are increasingly unable to buy masses of goods
they have produced. Goods pile up and stare the work·
ers in the face, for lack of one thing-money. Under
the capitalist system, production only takes place if
those who co'?trol production, the capitalists, can
make profit from it. And they can make profit only
by wringing it out of the workers, and constantly
pushing their wages down to the lowest level, allow·
ing the workers only enough to keep working-and to
bring up new generations of workers to further enrich
capital.
The great store of society's wealth is created by the
millions of workers Who with their lal_>or mine, grow,
and transport raw materials, construct machinery, and
use the machines, to transform raw materials into finished products. The machines, raw materiais and other
means of production created by the workers are an important part of the productive forces of society, but
the most important part is the working class itself With·
out whose labor the means of production would rust
and rot. But in the hands of the capitalists the means
of production become tools for the continued enslavement and impoverishment of the working class.
Part of the workers' labor covers the cost of main·
taining themselves and their families-their wages-and
the rest is unpaid labor that produces surplus value for
the capitalists, the source of their profit. This exploitation of the workers to create private profit for the capi·
talists is the basis of the whole capitalist system and all
its evils.
Capital chases after the highest rate of profit, as
surely as iron is drawn to a magnet-this is a law be·
yond anyone's will, even the capitalists', and it will
continue in force so long as society is ruled by capital.
Capitalists battle each other for profit, and those who
lose out go under, even huge corporations like Penn
Central Railroad, or giant banks like Franklin Nation·
al. While each capitalist tries to plan production, the
private ownership, the blind drive for profit and the
cut-throat competition continually upsets their best·
laid plans, and anarchy reigns in the economy as a
whole.
Capitalists constantly pull their capital out of one
area of investment and into another and bring in new
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machines to speed up produ.ction. sOme capitalists
· temporarily surge ahead and expand while others fall
behind or are forced out of business altogether. With
each of these developments, thousands of workers are.
thrown into the streets and forced once again to search
for a new master to exploit them.
All this is why, from its beginning, capitalism has
gone from crisis to crisis. And the way the capita.lists
get out of these crises only lays the basis for worse
ones-they destroy goods and even the means to pro·
duce goods, and scramble to grab up more markets.
The Strongest survive; and in surviving concentrate
more of the means of production in their hands and
hurl more of the smaller producers into the ranks of
the working class. As capitalism develops, society
more and more divides into two antagonistic campsat one pole tremendous wealth and greater concentrat ion of ownership in fewer and fewer hands; at the
other pole tremendous misery for the millions who
can live only by working for the owners and can work
only so long as they produce profit for them.
Through all this, and especially in times of the sharp·
est crisis, the basic contradiction of capitalism stands
out all the more starkly: production itself is highly
socialized-it requires large concentrations of workers.
each performing part of the total process and all essential to its completion. and it is capable of massive out·
put on this basis; but the ownership of the means of
production and the appropriation of the wealth producea is "private"- in the hands of a few, competing
owners of capital.
IMPERIALISM IS CAPITALISM ON ITS DEA THBED
But so long as capitalism is not overthrown. it finds
some way out of the crisis-temporarily . Through a
series of such crises, in the U.S .• and the major capital·
ist countries of Europe, and Japan, large corporations
~ave come to dominate and monopolize the major industries. Banks have increasingly merged their capital
into jndustry, creating finance capital and monopoli·
zing credit as well, interlocking it with industry.
Monopoly has become the rule where competition
once was, but competition still exists, and in fact grows
more intense- between different monopoly capitalists
within these countries and internationally, and between
the monopolies and smaller capital that seeks to ex·
pand and challenge the existing monopolies. Anarchy
and the chase of competing capitalists after higher profit remain in effect . The laws of capitalism remain in
force, especially the commandment: "expand or die."
The market of the "home" country is too limited
for the continued expansion of capital. So, backed by
t he military might of t heir governments, the monopo·
lies penetrate into every possible part of t he globe,
not only or 'Tiainly to sell goods, but to exploit labor.
grab up supplies of raw materials- for their own pro•
duction process and to keep them out of the hands
of the competitors- and to set up production in other
count ries to "secure" t heir markets.

-

In the nations they have seized as direct or indirect
colonies they distort development to fit their own pro·
fit drives, allying with the landlords, the handful of big
capitalists and government officials in these nations.
and turning them into their junior partners in the plunder. In this way they try to keep these nations in an
enforced state of backwardness, in order to rob their
resources and make superprofits by working the people in starvation conditions. To back up this interna·
tional robbery they ring the globe with their armed
forces. These monopoly capitalists are modern day
imperialists. having empires far greater than the ancient
Roman, Greek. Persian and Egyptian rulers.
As imperialists they must enforce ever more exploit·
ation at home, while constantly expanding their exploit·
ation abroad. They use su perprofits·stolen from the
colonies and other countries to bribe an upper section
of the labor movement in their "home" country, es- /
pecially the top leaders of the trade unions. They pro·
mote these leaders as "labor statesmen" but they are
really nothing but labor lieutenants of th e capitalists
- siding with them against the masses of workers whose
exploitation continues to grow more intense with the
continuing growth of capital.
But the-same laws that have driven the imperialists
to carve up the whole world force them to battle each
other to re-divide it. Especially in the stage of imper·
ialism, when crises become all the more devastating
and shake the entire world network of capitalist rela·
tions, war, including world war, is sooner or later the
outcome. and the danger of world war exists and
grows. This was the reason for WW 1, a war between
two camps of international looters.
This. too, is what gave rise .to WW 2. But since the
end of WW 1, the world had changed-the Soviet Un·
ion had been established. a workers' republic closed
off to the rule and plunder of capital. So, with the
German invasion of the USSR in 1941. WW 2 chang·
ed. It was no longer just a battle for the spoils among
the imperialists. It became a battle for the defense of
the future, as it was already being realized by the Soviet working people in building socialism. Millions of
workers and other oppressed people around the world
fought and died to defeat the fascist Axis in order to
defend socialism and to advance their own march to·
ward socialist revol ution.
For the U.S. imperialists. WW 2 became a way out
of the crisis of the 1930s and a means to strengthen
ttieir position among the imperialists. Removed from
the main arenas of battle, the U.S. imperialists let the
SOviet Union. the Chinese people. and the people of
Europe and Asia as a whole carry the main burden
of the fight . Then, when they saw the great victories
scored by these forces, the U.S. imperialists moved in
quick with full force to clean up on all the spoils they
could.
U.S. productive capacity was untouched by the
war, and in fact the war geared up the economy and
opened up new markets for U.S. monOPOly capital.
0
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American capita l declared an "American Century"
-it would salvage imperialism and build it to new
heights, wiih itself on top. But the fou ndation itself
had long since been crumbling.
Though the U.S. imperialists e xpanded their con·
trol within the imperialist world, the imperialist world
itself was a lready being shrunk by the revolutionary
struggles o f the peoples of many countries. The "Am·
erican Century" was ending almost at the same t ime
as it was beginning. Just as WW 1 gave rise to the first
socialist revolution in Russia, WW 2 was followed short ·
ly by socialist revolutions in China, parts of Korea and
Vietnam and many countries in Eastern Europe. Peoples throughout the colonia l countries in Asia, Africa
and Latin America were rising up as never before to
battle imperialist domination, while the Wo rking class
was shaking the rule of capital in a number of imper·
ialist countries, both victors and vanquished in the war.
In fact , bound by the laws of capitalism, the very
means the U.S. imperialists used to get o ut of the '30s
depression, temp9rarily avoid a new one and build
themselves to new heights at the end of the war, have
only laid the basis for an even bigger crash than ever
before .
!;urope and Japan had to be rebuilt, and so to stave
off socialist revolution, grab up more markets and make
tremendous p rofits, American capital flooded in to
seize the opportunity. But, as this rebuilding proceeded and the economies of these countries cranked LIP,
industrialists and financiers t here, also bound by the
laws of capitalism, began battling the U.S. imperialists
more fiercely, for the markets in Europe and Japan, in
other parts of t he world, and even in the U.S. itself.
Inevitably, "partnership" revealed itself to be the same
mad scramble for more profit;
At the end of the war, the former colonial powers,
like England, France, Japan and the Netherlands, were
no longer able to hang ont9 their colonies. Into their
place stepped the U.S. imperialists. They often con·
ceded formal "ind~pemle nce" but fast-ened their hold
more tightly, in the thinly disguised form of indirect
·or "neo·colonialism," as they had done for some time
in Latin ·America.
But the people of these countries were not fooled
or "content" with the "democratic" imperialism of
the U.S. ruling class. By grabbing up the lion's share
of colonies, the U.S. imperialists made themselves
the main target of the t ide of anti·colonial revolu·
tions that was sweeping these countries.
The tremendous military spending of WW 2 had
"started u p" the U.S. economy, and even greater
military spending became necessary to try to enforce
the rule of the U.S. imperialists throughout their em·
pire. But this put a tremendous strain on the economy,
building up huge deficits in dollars that had to be ex·
ported abroad to finance this global "defense" net·
work.
For awhile U.S. imperialism was able to make
other countries pay for its deficits, by forcing them
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to accept the dollar: rather than gold, as t h e standard
of all currencies. The dollar was backed up by U.S.
armed forces. But as the U.S. imperialists were fi rst
defeated in Korea and then routed in Vietnam, t he
dollar, which had grown fl abby over the years, was
collected, hoarded, then thrown back at t he U.S. fin·
ance capita lists-for hard gold.
The dollar was knocked from its perch t o fl oat in
the money market. Overweight, it sank, lead ing to the
inflation that pushed the prices of ever·ything in t he
U.S. out of sight. The U.S. imperialists had to mort·
gage the future to maintain their strengt h after WW 2
.-and now their bills are coming due!
In rebuilding Europe and Japan, through the "Mar·
shall Plan," the U.S. imperialists encircled t he Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, stationing their own t roops
and commandeering the forces of the West European
countries. The " lr9n Curtain" was erected by U.S.
imperialism.
Waving the ato mic bomb which they had barbarously used against Japan-after it had already offered to
surrender-at the end of WW 2, the U.S. imperia lists
continued their atte mpt to intimidate the Soviet Un ·
ion and Eastern Europe, and to aid forces within these
countries working for a retur(l to capitalism. They
attempted to choke these socialist count ries economically, while at the same time trying to p enetrate
the markets o f Eastern Europe with t fle dollar.
In 1956 the forces of capitalist restoration in t he
Soviet Un ion, headed at that time b>,i.J$hrushchev, did
succeed in seizing power from the wo rkinQCrass. They
turned the Soviet Union itself into an imperialist country and turned most of Eastern Europe into its colonies.
But, now itself bound by the same laws of capitalism
as the U.S. (fundamentally "expand or die"). t he Soviet Union is pushing out in every part of the wbrld,
and has become the main rival to U.S. imperia lism for
world dpmination .
The further development of the present imperialist
crisis, which threatens to bankrupt not only large com·
panies but whole countries, has given rise to even more
cut-throat competition among the capitalist countries,
as alliances are more and more b~eaking down. In this
situation, the contention between the t wo imperia list
superpowers, the U.S. and the Soviet Union, is rock·
ing the whole world, as these two giants slug it out ,
and is t he main force pushing things toward a new
world war.
Crisis and war. devastation and destruction, tem·
porary and partial recovery and then vvorse crisis and
war-this is what capitalism means. And t his is all
the more the case, once capitalism has deve loped to
the stage of imperialism. Imperialism is capitalism
on the decline and in decay, trying to prolong its ex·
istence through the most desperate attem pts to ex·
pand and intensify exploitation. And each attemi:ft
ot'the imperialists to deal with the effe cts of its con·
tinual crises only aggravates the underlying causeonly heightens the contradiction between socialized
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prodt.Jction represented by the working class, and
"private" ownership of the mean of production, represented by the capitalist class.
Once capitalism has reached the stage of imperialism it becomes all the more clear that on the one
hand the development of capitalism has laid the basis
for a life undreamed of in the past, but on the other
hand the continued existence of capitalism keeps the
great majority of society from attaining th is.
It is impossible to "reform" imperialism or to go
back to the "competitive" stage of capitalism. The
only solution is to go forward, to socialize the ownership of the means of production and the appropria- .
tion of the products of production, in order to bring
them into conformity with the highly socialized nature of production itself. This requires a political re·
volution, the overthrow of the rule of capital by the
working class, which, in its socialized productive·labor,
represents the embryonic organization of the future,
socialist society.
In fact, the era of imperialism is the era of capitalism rotten ripe for revolution. And ·this is why, in every
country where the working class does not yet hold
political power and therefore has not yet embarked
on the road of building socialism, its struggle must
and will be built toward that aim.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE U.S. HAS BEEN
THE DEVELOPMENT OF CLASS STRUGGLE
The American Revolution of 1776-17831nvolved
the masses of American people in armed uprising to
throw off th~ yoke of British colonial rule. At that
time this was an historic advance-it smashed the barriers to the. development of capitalism in the U.S. and
gave inspiration to bourgeois (capitalist) revolutions
against the feudal system in Eur:ope. But even as a
bourgeois revolu~ion, it was limited. It granted few
rights to the small farmers and property less workers
.in 'towns and the countryside. And most import~nt,
it did not abolish slavery.
In feet, slavery ren-:ained the economic mainstay
of the newborn United States, and the southern, slave·
owning class was extremely influential in the new state.
They used their economic and political power to hold
back the northern capitalists, who vvere developing
manufacturing and fighting for total control of the
government.
These early industrialists created not on!y factories,
but also their mortal enemy- the working class. The
first strikes in America took place in the late 1700s,
and by the 1800s workers were building primitive
unions and political parties.
The struggle against slavery was intensifying, too.
The slaves themselves were the main force in this bat·
tie. The beginning of slavery in this country was also
the beginning of slave revolts against it, reb~llions
which continued until the end of the slave system it·
self and were crucial in undermining and eventuall,y
overthrowing it. There were more than 250 such re-
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volts recorded-and many more that were never record·
ed because the slaveowners not only viciously suppressed them, but all knowledge of them, for fear that
these uprisings would set off a chain reaction that
would bring down the whole barbaric slave rule.
The workers and small farmers in the North and
much of the South were the slaves' allies, taking part
in the abolition movemimt, helping run the underground railroad that aided slaves to escape the South,
and organizing to smash slavery.
Slavery met its end with the Civil War. For the
capitalists centered in the Nort~ it established their
complete rule; and it set the economy firmly on the
path of industrialism and monopoly. But the slaves
and the workers and small farmers were the mainstay of the Union Army; they fought to exterminate
the slave system, and were victorious.
The defeat of slavery propelled forward the ·struggle of the working class, especially the eight hour day
movement. 1877 stands out as a year marked by a
mighty strike wave in which the workers, ei:iraged by
exploitation, fought police and the army and actual·
ly seized control of entire cities for a time. But this
was only one high point in a struggle that grew year
by year. The country was swept by demonstrations
and strikes to cut down the working day from 10, ·
12 or more hours to eight hours. Nor did the strug·
gle end when much of the working class secured the
eight hour day. The contradiction between labor and
capital continued to intensify and was more and more
clearly the main factor determining how society was
developing.
Depressions and inflationary booms alternated as
the capitalists competed to build and expand their
economic empires. To man their expanding factories
the capitalists were forced to bring in workers·from
outside this country's borders. Generations of immi·
grant workers, from the far corners of the earth, were
driven by exploitation and grinding poverty in their
own lands to this country, where they faced discrim·
ination and more exploitation and poverty. They ad·
ded their strength and experience in struggle to the
American working class, playing a vital part in nearly
every major battle between labor and capital.
The American working class has, through its strug·
gle, given birth to two international working 'class
holidays, celebrated by hundreds of millions of work·
ing people throughout the world-May Day, May 1,
born out of the fight for the eight hour day in the
U.S. at the end of the last century, and lnternation·
al Women's Day, March 8, arising from the militant
struggle of immigrant women workers in the garment
industry in New York at the beginning of this century.
A111erican workers pro1,1dly fought together with work·
ers of other lands against wars of aggression and plun·
derby the major capitalist powers, in support of revo·
lutionary movements throughout the world and in
defense of the first workers' republic, the· Soviet Un·
ion.
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It was precisely this intense and growing struggle
of the working class on all fronts against the bour·
geoisie that was the soil for the development of the
communist movement in the U.S. Workers turned
to Marxism in the tens and hundreds of thousands be·
cause it could not only aid their day to day struggles,
but showed how to make those struggles part of the
overall battle to end exploitation and oppression forever. In this soil the Communist Party, USA, was form·
ed in 1919, advancing the struggle of the working class.
The struggle of the proletariat continued to grow
and threaten the bourgeoisie. Even in the depths of
the 1930s depression, in the face of massive unemployment, hunger, and homelessness, the workers of
this country rose up and united in millions of all nationalltles, employed and unemployed, and smashed
the sabotage of the AF L craft-union leaders to build
the CIO. Unions in basic industry, unemployed com·
pensation, and social security were among the important 'lictories of the decade. The great sit.<fown strike
at the Flint, Michigan GM plants, the 1934 dock and
general strike in San Francisco, the struggles of workers in rubber, mining and other basic Industries, the
huge demonstrations of unemployed ahd other major
battles in this period, mark high points in the history
of the workers' movement.
The links between the struggle of Black people
for emancipation and that of the whole working class,
forged during the anti-slavery struggle, were not destroyed even when the masses of Black people were
forced back onto the plantations.by the 1880s, now
as sharecroppers-basically serfs of the plantation
owners. During and after WW 1, when Blacks for the
first time came in large numbers to the North as workers, they added a powerful thrust to the workers' move·
ment.
The capitalists, of course, practiced and promoted
all kinds of discrimination against them and tried to
use them as scabs. But this was spitting into the wind.
Unity was built jn the s:;o4rse of oiighty sJru9gle, especially as the working class, led by the Communist
Party, took up the fight against this discrimination,
against lynching and other terror the capitalist rulers
used to hound Black people, North and South, in order to keep its chains on them and shackle the whole
working class.
Following WW 2 the capitalists and their agents
sabotaged the unions and succeeded to some degree
in holding back the overall workers' movement. They
built up hacks who had entrenched themselves at the
top of the unions which millions of rank and file workers
had bui lt through heroic struggle and great sa·c;i.
fice. At the same time, they put through new laws,
like the Taft-Hartley anti·strike prQvisions, that were
direct attacks on labor; and they bent every effort to
beat back the mi Ii tant strike waves of the late 1940s.
They used their labor lieutenants to drive militants,
ana especially communists, out of the labor move·
ment.
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: They developed the practice of "installment buying", which trapped millions of working people in a
net of credit, while trying to convince them that in·
deed there was "great opportunity." With their tern·
porary position of ascendancy within the imperialist
camp, the rulers of the U.S. were able for a time to
give a little in the face of the workers' demands for
better wages and benefits. And so, where the capitalists and the union hacks could not smash or sabotage
the workers' struggle, they made some concessionswith an eyedropper-while preparing to snatch them,
and more, back-with a steamshovel. This, together
with the fact that the Communist Party deserted the
working class and gave up the goal of revolution, explains the relative lull in the workers' movement, during the period of tlie 1950s and early '60s.
Despite this period of setback for the overall workers' struggle, a mighty storm was gathering in the Black
people's struggle which erupted in the Montgomery
bus boycott in 1955. This struggle began as a "civil
rights movement," mainly aimed at smashing "Jim
Crow"-the laws and practices which, since the ending of Reconstruction in the South, had kept Black
people segregated and in serf-like conditions.
This modern civil rights movement was linked closely with important changes in the economic position
of the masses of Blac_!< people in the U.S. Following
WW 2, the monopoly capitalists who controlled the
plantation system in the South, in their pursuit for
profit, ended most sharecropping and instituted mechanized capitalist agriculture. MillionS'ot-Blaok people-as well as many whites- went to the cities of the
North and South, seeking work and a better life. Once
again, according to the laws of the capitalist system,
production, this time in agriculture, was expanded
and developed only for the profit of the few, result·
ing in massive displacement and suffering. But in the
end it only brought closer the day when the ruling
class will be overthrown. Black people were more and
more able to resist their oppression, and with millions
of Black men and wome'"1 joining the industrial work·
force in both the North and South, their struggle became continually more bound up with that of the
whole working class.
""
Faced with the anti-colonial struggles, especially
in Africa, and needing to cover their colonialism with
a "democratic" mask, the U.S. imperialists had to
make a few token concessions to the fight against segregation in the U.S.-such as the 1954 Supreme Court
decision against school segregation. But it was the de·
termined struggle of millions of Black people them·
selves- supported by broad sections of youth and stu·
dents and many workers of all nationalities- that
knocked down barriers to public accomodations,
smashed the imperialists' lynch·ti!rror, and forced
them to open up more jobs to Black people.
The break-up of the plantation system in the South,
the transformation of millions of Blatk people from
serf-like sharecroppers to industrial workers, and the
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tremendous struggle of Black people that arose in
connection with this, were the major factors that
changed the face of this country, from the mid-50s
into the mid and late '60s.
The Black people's movement was not just an inspiration to other oppressed nationalities, and to students and youth, women and other sections of the
people who were also engag~d in sharp stru_ggles
against the ruling class during this period. Especially as it
developed from simply a civil rights movement into a
Black liberation movement aimed more squarely at
the imperialist system, it became the main force pushing ahead all other struggles against the capitalist rulers at that time, including the struggle of the working
class itself. At a time when the working class movement was weakened and without a revolutionary vanguard party,. the Black liberation struggle rekindled
revolutionary spirit among people of all nationalities,
and raised again the question of the overthrow of
i mperia Iism.
But this struggle could not accomplish the overthrow of imperialism and the real liberation of Black
people. The struggle of Black people can and does deal
powerful blows to the monopoly capitalists and to the
various forms of discrimination and racist trash they
foster to make profit and maintain their power. But
by itself it cannot end Black people's oppression-because it cannot resolve the basic contradiction that
the masses of Black people, in common with the working class as a whole, have with the ruling class. Thus,
t he advance of the Black people's struggle, in bringing up the question of revolution has also brought
ap the fact tpat the working class as a whole must
lead in making revolution, and that the Black people' s
struggle must and will be developed as part of the over·
all wor king class struggle to overthrow capitalism.
As the links between the Black people's struggle
an d the general working class struggle grew stronger,
as the need for a revolution to smash capita list rule
began to stand out, some forces among Black people,
especially th& professionals and businessmen, began
to waver in their support of the Black liberation movement. Some of these even joined the ranks of the rul·
ing c lass lackeys, as the imperialists put out more money to build up some Black businesses and bureaucrats
in poverty progr~ms, and allowed more openings to
Black professionals and intellectuals, in an effort to
misdirect the Black people's st~uggle away from the
imperialists themselves and aim it instead at white
workers, and workers of other nationalities.
But through their own experience, the masses of
Black people are increasingly coming to see that the
basic conflict in this country is not between Black
and white, but between the handful of rich and the
masses of working people of all nationalities. And
millions of white workers are also seeing that the
Black people's struggle is a powerful part of the same
struggle they are engaged in against exploitation and
oppression, and has been a decisive force advancing

the workers' movement as a whole to a new stage.
The working class as a whole never for a minute
stopped battling for its day to day needs, even during the period of the '50s and early '60s. This resistance to capital has erupted in the last few years in
a great upsurge of rank and file struggle-in strikes,
wildcats, slowdowns, even plant seizures. Workers
took part in large numbers in the mass movement
against the war in Vietnam, through which they learned many valuable lessons about the nature of the ruling class and how to fight it. Workers are ready to
fight, and are beginning again to fight the ruling class
on many fronts. Despite the divide and conquer sche·
mes of the imperialist rulers, the unity of the working
class is being built through these struggles.
Increasingly united and with powerful allies in the
movements of the oppressed nationalities, the work·
ing class is ·intensifying its mighty h istoric battle against
capital. It is the basic contradiction of capitalism, and
the class struggle that arises from it, between the working class and the capitalist class, th~t stands even more
prominently at the center of the stage in the United
States today.
CLASS STRUGGLE MOVES HISTORY AHEAD
From the standpoint of historical development,
capitalism was a great advance over the feudal system
of landlord-serf relations that preceded it, but capita lism still represents the rule of an exploiting minority
over the laboring majority. The "democracy" of capitalism (bourgeois democracy) is really democracy
only for the capitalist rulers, just as ancient Greek
"democracy" was democracy only for the small minority of slaveowners. Capitalist rule is still a form of
dictatorship, and capitalism still a form of slavery for
the working class.
l'n its early stages of development, when it was on
the rise against the feudal system, the capitalist class
raised the banner of "freedom." It meant "free trade"
and "free competition," which were then spurs to the
development of the economy. But more than that it
meant the freedom to exploit the workers.
Capitalism created the "free proletarian" by separating the masses of working people from ownership
of land and other means of production and fo rcing
them to work in ever larger factories, and in largescale agriculture. For the workers, capitalist "free·
dom" means in essence the freedom to choose between slaving for some capitalist or starving-and in
times of crisis even the first choice disappears for
millions.
,
The rise of capitalism, though brought about
through great oppression of the people, was histori·
cally progressive, because it prepared the conditions
for the overthrow of capitalism itself and its replacement by a higher form of society, which would be
able to finally e liminate all forms of explQ_itation,
all domination of one section of society over another,
.and to open up completely new possibilities :o r the

•
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domination of humanity as a whole over nature. More,
capitalism has brought into being and concentrated
as a mighty army that class. the modern proletariat,
which can carry out this historic mission.
\
The history of society (since classes first developed
in ancient times) is the history of class struggle. The
continuing development of society from a lower level
to a qualitatively higher one has been accomplished
throughout history by the overthrow of one class by
another which represents a more advanced form of
organization of production and society as a whole.
Thousands of years ago, when the development
of the productive forces first made possible the accum' ulation of a surplus above what people needed to live.
and the accumulation of privately owned means
of production, the slave-owning class arose and established the slave system.
As the productive forces developed, the feudal
landlord class arose within the slave system. finally

·-
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overthrew the slave system and established the Teu·
dal system.
With the further development of the productive
forces the capitalist class arose within the feudal system, finally overthrew the feudal system and established the capitalist system.
And now it is the t urn of the proletariat to overthrow the capitalist system and build a completely
new k!nd of society.
Underlying all this progress throughout history has
been the struggle of the masses of people-struggle
to develop production and science and to fight exploitation and oppression under the existing socjety. But
only now, with the development of the proletariat
under capitalism, has it become possible for the masses
of people to finally take their place as masters of
society and smash a ll social chains enslaving the producers and shackling production itself.

I
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$ocialis111 and Co111111unis111
SMASH THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE
BOURGEOISIE, ESTABLISH THE
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT
The first gre.at step of the proletariat in realizing
its historic mission is to overthrow the dictatorship
of the capitalist class (bourgeoisie) and establish its
own rule: the dictatorship of the proletariat.

This means that the masses of workers must rise
up in arms, forcibly smash and dismantle the armed
forces and political apparatus of the bourgeoisie and
create in their place the organs of power of the armed
working class. The working class, of course, would
rather win its emancipation through peaceful means,
but all of history argues against such a possibility.
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No ruling class in history-whether slaveowning,
feudal or capitalist-has stepped down from the poli·
tical stage simply because the system it rules has be·
come a brake on the development of society. In fact,
all such ruling classes use the greatest force to remain
in power, and the more clearly tt is exposed that they
stand in the way of progress, the more viciously they
resort to suppression against the oppressed classes.
And, once overthrown, all reactionary classes inevita·
bly work for a comeback and try to organize attempts,
including armed attempts, at restoring the old order.
The imperialists cannot be talked out or voted out.
This does not mean that communists refuse in princi·
pie to take part in elections. But where they do it is
always for the purpose of exposing the nature of the
system and its crimes before the masses of people, and
using elections (and political office when they win it)
to put forward their programme, representing the re·
volutionary interests of the working class. Commun·
ists see participation in the electoral process as one
possible tactic for building the struggle of the work·
ing class in its millions and preparing for the eventual
armed onslaught on the bourgeois state.
In an advanced capitalist country such as the United
States, the armed seizure of power by the working
class can only mean mass insurrection followed by civil
war. The idea of seizing power through "urban warfare"
carried out by isolated "guerrilla bands," or any other
attempt to substitute the actions of a small group for
the armed uprising of the masses, can only lead to de·
feat and demoralization, just as the notion of the
" peaceful road to socialism" can only set the masses
up for an ambush.
In carrying out the insurrection and civil war, the
working class, while waging all-out warfare against the
armed forces that remain under the command of the
bour~oisie, must also make every effort to win over or
at le,ast neutralize as much of the bourgeois armed
forces as possible, before as well as during the actual
stage of warfare. The great majority of soldiers in the
bourgeois armed fo.rces are drawn from the working
class and other oppressed groups in society. In the in·
surrection and civil war, the bourgeoisie will call on
them to shoot down their pwn people; if the forces
of the working class struggle correctly, they can win
large sections of these soldiers to turn their guns around
at the real enemy.
The bourgeoisie, especially of this country, tries to
frighten the working class and oppressed people with
its extens;ve arsenal of weapons. But weapons do not
decide warfare in the end-the people do. In the final
analysis the proletariat is bound to defeat the bourgeoi·
sie on the battlefield, because the proletariat repre·
sents the great majority of people and fights in the
interests of freeing them from a ll oppression, while
the bourgeoisie represents only a handful of decadent
exploiters who try to use armed force to keep the
rnaSSl!S enslaved and are hated by the great majority
of the people.

The bourgeoisie tries to paint proletarian revolu·
tion as a disaster and the destruction of everything
civilized. But a revolution, especially in the era of
proletarian revolution, is a festival of the oppressed;
and the proletariat in rising up to strike down the
bourgeoisie brings the bright d<1wn of a whole new and
higher form of civilization. The overthrow of the bour·
9eois dictatorship and the establishment of the dicta·
torship of the proletariat is certain I
The dictatorship of the proletariat is fundamen·
tally different from the dictatorship of the bourgeoi·
sie and all previous forms of state. All states represent
the rule (or dictatorship) of one class over another,
but for the first time in history, the dictatorship of
the proletariat represents the rule of the majority
over the minority. It makes possible for the first time
real democracy and political power1for the masses of
people. And its purpose is not to enforce exploitation,
to allow one class to live parasitic'ally off another, but
to end all exploitation and create the community of
working people, without class distinction.
The capitalists have exercised their dictatorship
over the working class for hundreds of years. and they
believe they should go on doing so, however much they
cover this up with talk about "democracy." So why
should the working class, having overthrown them,
not exercise dictatorship over them to prevent them
from regaining their rule and re-establishing th~i~ ex·
ploitation?
But the proletarian dictatorship will go one further
-it will eventually eliminate the bourgeoisie as a class
and make the capitalists become workers. The capital·
ists cannot eliminate the working class-and certainly
cannot convert the working class into capitalists-for
th'en whose labor would the capitalists live off I The
working class, on the other hand, can run production
and all of society much better without any capitalists
at all.
THE WORKING CLASS WILL TRANSFORM ALL
OF SOCIETY
Having seized power, the proletariat will take into
its own hands, through its state, the ownership of the
means of production, and control of credit and trade,
stripping the capitalist bankers and corporation heads
of the economic basis of their power. But t!'e pro le·
tariat cannot stop there. Through the exercise of its
dictatorship it must move to transform all of society
and overcome all the ulcers left over from capitalist
society. The working class in power will have inheri·
ted from capitalism its "division of labor" -division
between mental and manual workers, between work·
ers in industry and working.people in agripulture,
between the city and the countryside, and between
workers in different branches of the economy. The
working class must bri!ak down these divisions. It
must overcome the Inequalities that capitalism fost~rs
between men and women and between different na·
tionalities. as well as the' difference.s l.!i regional devel·
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opment caused by capitalism.
Beyond this, the working class must revolutionize
the political institutions, the culture, educational system and t'he very philosophy of the people, in order
to bring them into conformity with the task of de·
veloping production according to the principles of
cooperation. And the working class must consciously
grasp the laws of development of nature and society,
in order to carry out production and organize society
according to a rational plan which makes possible all·
around, balanced development and provides for the
constantly rising material and cultural standards of
the people. ·
In carrying out its revolutionary tasks, the working class must ally with all possible forces, all those oppressed by the old system, including small-scale producers and traders, both in order to overthrow the old
ruling class, and to suppress it once overthrown. But
at the same ti me the working class, the only class
which has no stake in the preservation of capitalism
or its "division of labor," must give leadership to
these other forces, and must struggle against their
tendencies to compromise with the old.ruling class
o~ to resist the complete transformation of society.

LIFE UNDER SOCIALISM
When all of society has been trans.formed, the ul·
cers left over from capitalism have been eliminated,
an~ the community of workers has been established,
then, communism, completely classless society, will
have been achieved, and humanity will enter a whole
new stage of history. There will no longer be the need
for the state, since there will no longer be any class
to suppress, end the state will be replaced with com·
mon administration by all of society.
But the advance from capitalism to communism
requires a long period of transition. This transition
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period is soci~lism, ~ch is the first and lower. stage~~~
of communism. During this entire transition period,~':'~~~-:._--~;-:)
fue dictatorship of the proletariat must be defended
~~~
and strengthened by the working class_,,. - - - - - """"~a
Although socialism is not yet ful~unism, it
•
.
is a tremendous advance over capitalism, and opens
the road to communism. Socialism eliminates the anarchy of capitalism and its crises, by collective planning, controlled by the working class through its state.
,.
This removes the tremendous barriers to production
that capitalist relations have erected.
Unemployment will be ended, because socialism
will be able to make full use of the labor of everyone
in society, while at the same time developing and introducing rew machinery and scientific methods to
expand output. As machines can replare workers,
workers will not be t~rown into the streets, but trans·
ferred to other jobs-according to an overall planand gradually the work day for all \Wrkers will be
reduced.
The nature of work itself wi.11 change completely,
because the labor of the workers Will no longer go
to enrich capital to further enslave the working class,
but to improve life today, while providing for the fu·
ture, according to the consciaus plan of the working
class itself. The P,.ide~that workers have in their work
will be unhindered by any sense that they are working
themselves, or someone else, out of a job, or that
they are being driven to produce for the private bene·
fit of some money-bags, under the orders of his fore·
men and the constant threat of being fired...
Machines will no longer be weapons in the hands
of the capitalists to grind down the working class,
and workers will no longer be a mere extension of
the machine, as they are under capitalism. Instead
machines will become weapons in the hands of the ,
working class in its own struggle to revolutionize soc·
iety and conquer nature.
The organization of work will be the province of
the working class itself. All this will unleash the storedup knowledge of the working class, based on its direct
experience in production, and inspire workers to make
new breakthroughs in improving production. Work
itself will become a joy and enrichment of the worker's
life, instead of a miserable means to sustain existence,
as it is under capitalism.
With state power and the ownership of the means
of production in its hands, the \Wrking class will take
up the ending of all Inequalities between nationalities
as a crucial part of building socialism. Special atten·
tion will be paid to overcoming the depressed conditions in the regions, areas and communities where cap·
ltallsm has concentrated and subjugated minority na·
tlonalitles. Discrimination in work and all areas of
society wlll be wiped out. Suppression of the langua·
ges and cultures ·of minority natJonellties.wlll be abol·
lshed, and the proletariat will devote great effort to
assisting the development of those cultures and Ian·
guages.
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N11tional oppression and inequality only ser-ve capitalism and the bourgeoisie. The proletariat has no in·
terest in preserving them anCl every interest in elimina·
ting every aspect of them. This it will fully accomplish
under socialism, as a ke;y part of strengthening its ru le,
continuing to revolutionize society and advancing to
commur:iism.
The working class will° have a variety of organizations to involve the masses of people in the process
of ruling and remaking society. The revolutionary
party of the working class will be the leading organi·
zed force within the government and every aspect of
society, but other forms will be developed to involve
the maximum number of non-party fighters. Within
the framework of centralized national plans which
the working class as a wnole will set thrnugh its party
and state, the worke rs in every factory will themselves
set production plans and goals. i;hey will select factory
committees to supervise the· imptementation of their
plans.
Besides a regular army, the working class will have
armed militias drawn from its ranks and other previous·
ly oppressed groups to protect socialist America from
subversion and aggress'iq_n by the overthrown bourgeo· 1
isie and its agents within the country and the' bourgeoi·
sies of remaining capitalist countries. In fact, organs of
po\Ver like factory committees and militias will exist
in every plant and community to mobilize the masses
of people in carrying out socialist revolution, to maintain social order and see that the workers' specific needs
are met. These mass organs will act in coordination
with the government under tpe leadership of the party
of the proletariat.
Socialism will make possible the building of well·
constructed housing for the masses of people. Under
capitalism, it is more profitable t'o speculate in land,
ma'.intain slum housing and put.'c apital into buildings
for big business than to build decent housing for the
masses.
The working class, once it has seized power, will
take the land and buildings held by the banks, in~ur
ance companies and other such capitalist parasites;
any mortgages and other debts they hold against people's homes, as well as cars and other personal proper·
ty, will be immediately cancelled. The slums will be
ripped down, and in their place new homes and other
facilities for the masses of people will be built.
More than that, the working class will develop
housing construction as part of its overall plan, in a
rational way, so that homes are built near factories,
with easy access to stores, clinics, nurseries for chi I·
dren, schools and other social services. If all this seems
like a mere dream now, it is only because the rule of
capital has so greatly distorted development, and
brouggt sueh decay.
Health care under capitalism is a nightmare for the
people and big business for the drug companies, hospital corporations and others who make billions from
the butchery of the people. Under socialism health

care and hospitals will no longer be a means to make
pr.of it, but a means for the working class to prevent
disease and to preserve'the health of the peoRle. Doc·
tors, as well as other hospital staff, will take their
turns working in the factories and other work places,
so they will know the health problems of the workers.
They will be politically educated and supervised by the
working class and learn to value the lives of workers
as the most valuable of all society's resources.
Education in any soeiety instills in the youth the
values a11d o"utlook of the ruling class. Un'cler capitalism this means that history is distorted to, make it re·
volve around the '' brilliant ideas" and individual tieroism of. great "geniuses," Kings, Emperors, Presidents,
bankers, industrialists and other reprnsentatives of the
exploiting classes throughout history . Children are
taught to comgete against ea-ch other and that co,mpe·
titian is what "makes this country great." Reality is
stood on its head, so that it seems that capital, not
labor, is the source of all prog~ess and that the work·
ers live by the grace of the capitalists.
Education in socialist society will put reality back
on its feet and expose this bourgeois propaganda. It
will instill in the youth the understanding that the
lab6ring people tnroughout history have been the
backbone of soci'ety and the source of its develop·
ment. It Will promote cooperation in place of competition, and equality between nationalities, between
countries and peoples, and between men and women,
in place of the bourgeois garbage that one nation
should be over another, that men are superior and
women inferior, etc. In. place o.f the bourgeois view
of history that presents it as a jumble of unrelated
events, stemming from the personalities of "great
men," it will teach the ¥OUth that history is deter·
mined by the struggle between ·c1asses and will enable
them to deter-mine the class· outlook of all ideas.
Socialist education will stress the living link be ·
tween theory and practice, between knowing and doing,
and will help develop workers who are capable of combining mental and manual labor. In short, sociat"ist
education will be a crucial part of raising new generations that can carry forward the revolutionary role
of the working class.
JS-ht{g h
In capitalist society many workers and other op·
Cblla;SJ'k)J •
pressed people are drawn to reli!'JiGn because it repre·
senfs their hopes and aspirations for a better life-pro· da.Jcll~
jected, however, i to the future
t er real
~ le
o~ m n's bilit t u derstand. The
bourgeoisie promotes religion tQ convince people that
since life is miserable on this earth-and it cannot be
denied that this is so under capi'talism-the answer
is to hope for a better life "beyen~ this one.''
Further, religion serves capitalism by telling people that they are basically helpless before the forces
of natute- and the rulers of society I- and the;y shquld
put their faith not in the ability of the masses of people to change the world, but in a supreme, supernatu·
rat being, or beings. And if that isn't enough, religion
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can call up the image of fire and brimstone to threaten people.
More, those who control major organized religions
make huge fortunes from collecting large sums from
their members, investing much of these sums and ex·
ploiting labor. While telling the people to ·wait fo~ "pie
in the sky," these hypocritical leeches live like kings,
right here and now, from the sweat and blood, hopes
and fears, of the people. At the same time, in every
community petty hustlers (preachers) prey on workers
and other poor people, promising them all kinds of ,
miracles to ea~e }heir misery-for a nice fee (donation).
of course.
While protecting freedom of religion, socialist society will e liminate all use of religion to exploit and
oppress the peopl~And the party of th~ working class
will lead a consistent political and ideological struggle
to arm the masses of people with the understanding
that they are the true force that changes the world
and that they can conqu!!r nature. The outlook of the
working class is scientific-it recognizes that the causes
of things lie in the living struggle of opposing forces,
in nature and 's ociety. While at any time there are
things that are not yet known, there is nothing unknowable, there is nothing that is not 1bound by the
laws of nature and society and nothing in the univer·
se which cannot be harnessed and transformed in the
interests of the people, once the basic laws governing
it have been discovered and grasped by the masses of
people. The working class, once it becomes conscious
of all this, has no need for belief in supernatural beings or forces of any kind.
Culture, like education, represents the viewpoint
of one class or another and is a powerful weapon in
the hands of that class for creating "public opinion."
The capitalist class spreads its culture, not only t hrough the educational system, but through its vast mass
media-its newspapers, magazines, television, radio
and movies, and other forms. Bourgeois culture, which
reflects the.9utlaok ufthe capitafists, 1s·dec.-adent. It
glorifies parasites-whether bank president, gangster
or pimp-and those who do the dirty work of the
bourgeoisie in suppressing the people, like cops. It
promotes cynicism, despair, and the lie that tfle masses
of people are at fault for all the problems of society
-since these can hardly be covered up. It tries to de·
moralize people with the idea that they are tl:ie helpless pawn of mysterious and sinister forces.
When it deals with the problems ordinary people
face every day, it tries to paint them as purely "personal problems" not stemming from the nature of
society itself, or at most as the fault of some "bad"
people with "bad" ideas, not representing any class.
In all its forms it aims at deflecting the anger of the
people away from the ruling class back onto themselves-hate people' of another nationality, or the
other sex, hate yourself, hate people in general, hate
anything but the ruling class itself.
Proletarian culture is the exact opposite of bour-
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geois cu lture. It arises from and reflects the outlook
and interests of the working class in its revolutionary
struggle. Because the proletariat is the productive
class and because it has the historic mission of advancing society to a qualitatively new stage, proletarian
culture presents, in place of the glitter "glory" of
bourgeois parasites, the, true glory of working peo·
pie in moving society forward. It points to the bright
future. It shines a spotlight on the crimes of the bourgeoisie, illuminates the rea l reason for the evi ls and
the sufferings· of the people in society-capitalist exploitation-and portrays the joy of the working class
in uniting to smash down the rule of capital and eliminate all exploiting classes.
Developing and promoting proletarian culture is a
crucial part of building the revolutionary struggle of
the working class to overthrow the bourgeoisie. Once
having won political power, the proletariat, in building
socialist society, will continue the revolution in the
field of culture, to wipe out the influences of bourgeois decadence and give full expression to proletarian values. Socialist society wr11 use television, movies,
songs, plays, literature and art to portray workers,
working class families and the proletariat as a whole
contributing to the cause of building socialism and
advancing to communism. The true heroes of history,
the masses of working people, will take their right'ful
place on the stage.
Cultural workers will join in productive labor together with the masses of people, an~ cultural
workers will be developed from among the masses.
In this way culture will truly become the weapon
of the whole vvorking class.
This country is made up of people of many different nationalities, from all parts of the world . This
provides a great potential wealth of culture. The pro·
letariat and its socialist society will unlock this great
treasure so that workers of all nationalities can learn
from each other's cultures and, through many different
forms, stress the common class bond and the common
content of revolutronary struggle. This will make possible both great diversity and great unity, and wi II tremendously enrich society.
Like other aspects of culture, sports is big business
under cal)italism. Most people are reduced to "spectators" and decent facilities for the youth and working
people as a whole are very few. Socialism will build
sports as a mass activity and, not bound by the laws
of private profit, will construct facilities for sports
in all neighborhoods. And sports will pr-omote the
bonds between working people, above competition
among them.
Socialist society will wipe out the decadence of
capitalism in all spheres. Prostitution, drug addiction,
homosexuality and other practices which bourgeois
society breeds and the bourgeoisie promotes to degrade and enslave the masses of people, wi II be abolished. The prostitutes, drug addicts, homosexuals
and others who are oaught up in these things will be
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re-educated to become productive members of society,
with working class consciousness. The shame connected with these practices will be taken from the shoulders of these victims and the guilt will be placed where
it belongs-on the bourgeoisie.
Capitalist society, which is based on the robbery
of the working cl.ass by the bourgeoisie, breeds crime
on all levels. The capitalists themselves are the greatest
criminals and murderers of all time, and there is no
way they can eliminate crime. Socialist society will
eliminate crime, along with el iminating the criminal
capitalist class.
Those who, in capitalist society, are forced into
crime for survival, because they cannot find workat least not at a living wage-will no longer have the
need to do so. They, too, will be re-educated and will
take their place in the ranks of the revolutionary
working class. Those who have made crime their bus·
iness and have built whole crimina l syndicates, like the
Mafia, will be ruthlessly punished. Their organizations
will be smashed by the armed power of the working
class.
In promoting the proletarian values of cooperation
and equality between men and women, as well as be·
lween different nationalities, so.cialist society will transform social and family relations. The family itself will
become a fighting uhit of the proletariat, where men
and women share in household work and support
each other in contributing to revolution and helping
to raise future generations of prbletarian revolutionaries.
But more fundamentally, socialist society will make
civailable to the masses of people public laundries, cafe·
terias, nurseries and other facilities near the home and
work. This will make it possible to greatly reduce the
burden of household work, and free women-and
men as well-to play a greater part in productive labor and the political role of the working class in ruling and revolutionizing society. The right of divorce
will remain, but as these new proletarian relations
are fully developed in the family, and society as a
whole Is transformed, marriage will more and more
be based on a voluntary union, free of economic compulsion, and combining genuine feelings of love with
the joy of the proletariat in building a new world.

I
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THE STRl.{GGLE FOR COMMUNIST SOCIETY

Socialism will mean all this, and much more. But
none of this will come as a "gift," or "automatically"
as a result of seizing political power.
.
The experience of socialist countries has shown
that the transformation of society by the working
class is a protracted process, which must develop step
by step, and is marked by the most intense struggle
between the proletariat and the overthrown bourgeoisie at every step. All during this process, the pro·
letariat must exercise the most ruthless dictatorsHip
over the old ruling class and must continue to bre'ak
down the old "division of labor" and the old self-seek·
ing ideas of capitalism . Otherwise, it wrtl lose power
to the bourgeoisie, and capitalism with all its misery
will be restored.
Seizing the large·scale means of production from
the overthrown bourgeoisie is an act which can be accomplished almost immediately once the proletariat
has won political power. And it is an act which must
be carried out swiftly, backed up by the guns of the
proletariat. But eliminating small-scale production and
trade and the narrow outlook that characterizes sm11ll·
scale operators, can only be accomplished gradually,
through a series of steps, in tempo with the overall development of th~ economy and society, under the rule
of the proletarian state. To achieve this the proletariat
cannot rely on armed compulsion, but must rely on
persuasion and political education to show these people that their only hope for the future lies with the
proletariat in eliminating all vestiges of capitalism, all
private ownership of means of production, and advan·
cing to communism.
But beyond that, the ideas and outlook of the capl·
talists, and other exploiting classes whi<>A have ruled
society for thousands of years, have become deeply
entrenched in society, and have largely acquired the
"force of habit." The bourgeoisie takes advanta9e of
this to promote the so-called "theory of human na·
ture," which says that people are basically selfish and
will never change, so socia lism is bound to fail and
communism is a hopeless utopia.
This bourgeois "theory" is age-old garbage. There•is
no such thing as "human nature" in the abstract di· \
•
vorced from classes. Each class in history has its own
nature, reflecting its position in soc(ety stemming
from its relation to production.
In the slave system, it was considered "natural"
for one group of people, the slave-owners, to own
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other people, the slav~s. In capitalist so~iety, _this
idea is regarded as criminal and absurd, because the
bourgeoisie has no need for slaves as private property
(at least not in its own country). But it has every need
for wage-slaves, proletarians. So it presents as "natursl"
the kind of society where a small group, the capitalists,
own the means of production and on that basis force
the great majority of societY to work to enrich them.
The slave-owners and the capitalists have one fundamental thing in common- they are both exploiters, and
they both regard it as the correct and perfect order of
things for a small group of parasites to live off the majority of laboring people. They differ only in the form \
in which they exploit and therefore in their view of
how society should be organized to ensure this exploitation.
When humanity has advanced to communism, society as a whole will consciously reject the idea that
. any one group should privately own the means of pro·
duction. Then wage-slavery, based on the ownership
of capital as private property, will be seen as just as
criminal and absurd as ancient slavery, based on the
ownership of other people as private property.
The proletariat, !JY its own nature as a class, has
no interest in promoting private gain at the expense
of others and every interest in_ promoting cooperation.
For only in this way can it emancipate itself and all
humanity.
But the outlook of the bourgeoisie, including its
"theory of human nature," has influence within every
class in society, including the working class itself. So
long as classes continue to exist! so long as there is a
bourgeoisie and other non-proletarian groups in soci·
ety which benefit from capitalism or at least stand
above the working class as a result of capitalism's
"division of labor," there Will be social forces that actively promote the reactionary ideology (philosophical outlook) of the bourgeoisie. This remains true
throughout the socialist transition period, and it is
most decisive for the ruling 'Proletariat fo wage cont inual struggle against this ideology in all its forms
and in aJI spheres of society.
One of the key aspects of the bourgeoisie's ideology is national chauvinism, or the theory that one na·
tion (the nation of the particular capitalist class) is
superior to others and that tile other nations are in·
capable of handling their own affairs. Frequently
the bourgeoisie presents this as a theory of "racial
inferiority," "cultural backwardness," or other ideas
which put the blame for the depressed conditions of
the other countries, especially the colonies, and of
minority nationalities at home, on these people then:i·
selves, and cover up the fact that it is oppression by
imperialism that is the cause. This aids the imperial·
ists In their drive to rob superprofits from these peoples, and is part and parcel of their exploitation of
the workers of "their own" nation and of their view
that the bourgeoisie should "naturally" rule over the
proletariat.
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The proletariat, in its revolutionary struggle, smashes
this rotten theory. Capital, in its international scramL
ble for profit, has transformed the world in its own
image •. but as part of this it has formed the workers
of all countries into an intetnational army. The workihg class in each country is one division in thi~ army,
and only by uniting in the common battle can the
working class free itself once and for all from the rule
of capital.
Further, the attempt of the ruling classes of the im·
perialist countries to maintain the rest of the nations
in the world as colonies or dependent countries gives
rise to a storm of struggle by the peoples of the op·
pressed nations to free themselves from imperialist
rule. This struggle, which especially since WW 2 has
· swept most of Asia, Africa, and Latin America, has
struck tremendous blows against the imperialists. It
has been a great support to the struggle of the workers
in the imperialist countries themselves, weakening the
Imperialists and bringing closer the day when the work·
ing class in the imperialist countries can finally bring
down the imperialists. This is why the workers in the
imperialist countries, as they become conscious of the
historic role of their class, support as their own the
struggle of the oppressed nations for libElration.
. This is especially important for thtrworking class
of the United States, one of the two imperialist super·
powers. The U.S. ruling class is one of the two main
enemies of the people of the world, and one,of the
two main pillars still holding up imperialist rule in the
world. In the struggle against its imperialist rulers, the
U.S. working class is greatly aided by the struggles of
people throughout the world against imperialism, and
especially against the rulers of the two superpowers.
And in finally overthrowing U.S. imperialism, the
U.S. working class will strike a great blow for tile liberation of people throughout the world.
When the working class in this country has seized
power, a crucial part of its task in building socialism
will be to give every possible assistance to the masses
of people in other countries, especially the former
colonies of the U.S., in their revolutionary struggle.
The socialist state in the U.S. will immediately end
all colonial relationships, direct or indirect, with other
nations; will renounce all privileges extorted from less
developed nations at the point of a gun by the imper·
ialists; and will establish relations with all countries
on the basis of respect for each other's sovereignty
and territorial integrity, non-interference in each
other's internal affairs, mutual non-aggression, mutual
benefit and peaceful coexistence. And it will establish the firmest unity with the working class in power
in other socialist countries.
Beyond that, having liberated the productive forces in this country from the shackles of capitalism,
the working class of the U.S. wlll unleash them not
only to bring tremendous improvement in the lives
of the people here, but to assist the development of
other countries. This will mean genuine aid and will
'

\
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be nothing like the "foreign aid" of the imperial!sts,
which robs the money of the people in the imperial·
ist countries and Oses it to further enslave the people
in other countries.
For the proletariat, aiding the struggle of people
in oth~r countries has nothing to do with se-called
"charity." So long as capitalism and exploitation exist
in any country, this will be a base for the bourgeoisie
in its attempts to defeat the working class and restore
capitalism everywhere. And wherever capitalism rules
and maintains backwardness, it stands as a great bar·
rier to the 1NOrkers of all countries in developing the
rational use of the world's resources and the mighty
productive forces that labor has created over c;enturies.
The international working class can emancipate it·
self only by emancipating all hum-nity, it can achieve
communism.only by eliminating the rule of capital
and the chains of exploitation everywhere. Once com·
munism has oeen achieved, the division of the world
into nations will be replaced by the world community
of people, cooperating to conquer nature, harness its
forces and advance to heights undreamed of nQw.
The working class has already seized power in many
countries, and today more than one quarter of human·
ity is advancing along the socialist road. The experience
of the Soviet Union and some other countries has
shown that the overthrown bourgeoisie can succeed

in restoring capitalism, and that the danger of this
capitalist restoration exists all throughout the socialist
period. But the experience of China shows that by
continuing to revolutionize society, the working class
can beat back the bourgeoisie's attempt at regaining
power and can continue the march toward co'mmun·
ism. There, in the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu·
tion, the masses of people have risen up in their mil·
lions, led by Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Commun·
ist Party'. and smashed the attempts of the bourge~i
sie, including traitors within the Party itself, to subvert
the proletarian state from within and re-establish the
dictatorship of the bourgeo isie, as happened in the
Soviet Union.
The restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union
means the re-establishment of its basic contradiction,
and all th'e evils that flow from this. Therefore this
restoration can only be temporary, and the 1NOrking
class will once more seize power in the Soviet Union
as it will in every country.
.
'
Nothing can save capitalism in the long run, because
it has long since become a barrier to progress and long
since prepared the conditions for its own destruction.
The movement of history, propelled forward by class
struggle, is irresistible . ihe advance of the proletariat,
the greatest and most powerful class in history. to com·
munism, to the elimination of cla.ss society, is inevitable ..

'
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The Revolutionary· Conununist
'
Parity of the U.S.A.
TO DEFEAT IMPERIALISM AND BUILD SOCIALISM THE PROLETARIAT NEEDS A COMMUNIST
PARTY

In their everyday life workers pour their sweat into production and, in capitalist society, experience
the life-killing exploitation on which the system is
built. They take part in struggles, together with fellow
workers and others, against the abuses and outrages
of the capitalist system. Each worker perceives a part
of the reality of capitalism, but none by himself can
grasp the overall picture, fully d iscover the source of
his oppression or grasp the laws of nature and society
that determin; the development of the class6truggle.
In order to become conscious of itself as a class,
and to know and change the world in accordance with
its revolutionary interests, the working class must
.have the leadership of its own political party, a party
.that takes part in and leads the battles of the working
class and its allies against the capitalist rulers and con0sistently points the way forward toward the goal of
overthrowing the rule of capital, building socialism
and advancing to communism. In every country where
. the working class has seized and held power and continued on the socialist road, it has had the leadership
of such a par:ty .
The working class in each country needs only one
party. The capitalists usually have more than one party, because of their need to compete with each other
and to deceive the masses of people. Different blocs
and sectors of capital seek to advance their interests
by competing both through and within these parties.
Each party tries to cover up the capitanst aictatorship
with talk about ''democracy for all the people."
The working class has no interest in competition
in its ranks-it is the rule of capital that forces the
workers to compete for jobs and for survival. The
working class has no need for masks-it openly proclaims its intention to overthrow and dictate to the
exploiting minority.
The working class needs a single party to unite it
as a mighty fist, to build its understanding of the historical mission of ending all class society. The working class needs a party to draw up a 'battle plan and
lead the overall battle against the enemy. One party,
representing the interests of one class, and through
these interests, the great majority of humanity.
The Revolutionary Communist Party is the party
of the working class in the U.S. It is a part of the work·
ing class, the advanced detachment of the working
class, its vanguard in the struggle against the bourgeoisie. It has no interests apart from the interests

of the working class. It is part of the life and strug·
gles of the masses of people, and constantly works
to deepen its ties with the class as a whole, for the .
separation of the party from the class robs the party
of its life blood, its very reason for existence. But
at the same time the party brings to the class an understand~ng of the laws of struggle and enables it to
consciously change the world and make revolution.
THE SCIENCE OF REVOLUTION BELONGS TO
THE WORKING CLASS

The Revolutionary Communist Party bases itself
on Marxism·Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought. In the
middle of the 19th century Karl Marx founded the
science of revolution. Analyzing the class struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie that was in. tensifying with the development of capitali.sm in a
number of countries, Marx brought to light the basic
contradiction of capitalist society and showed how
this contradiction could only be resolved through
proletarian revolution to overthrow and e liminate
the capitalist class, and with it, all cl~ociety .
From this revolutionary standpoint of the working class, Marx, together with his collaborator, Frederick Engels, showed that the history of all human
society was the history of class struggle. Marxism, as
it came to be called, removed for the first time the
fog of mystery that had surrounded the relations
between man and nature and between man and man.
Marxism shows that all societies are basically an
organized way that the people carry out the production and distribution of the material requirements of
life. And that the political system, the culture and
other aspects of society are a superstructure that
arises on the basis of the relations of productionthe economic relations in society-and in turn serve
to preserve those relations of production. Marxism
analyzes how, after a certain point in the develop·
ment of the productive forces, the old relations of
production, and the superstructure that serves them,
become a brake on production itself and have to be
overthrown.
The revolutionary class throughout history, Marx·
ism shows, was the class which at the time represented the more advanced relations of production, the
higher form_of organizing production to correspond
with the development of the productive forces. And
Marx scientifically explained hew the exploitation of
the working class to create surplus value is the foundation of the capitalist system. It was on this basis that
Marx showed that the working class was bound to
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overthrow the capitalist class, socialize the ownership
of the means of production and remove al I social chains
on the development of the productive forces, by advancing to classless societv. communism. And M~rx
showed that a forcible revolution by the proletariat
and its forcible suppression of the overthrown bourgeoisie were necessary to carry ·out its revolutionary
role.
It was not because of "personal genius" or because
"he was one of those great men who come along every
few hundred years" that Marx was able to found the
science of revolution. It was because capitalism, with
its high level of science and technology and its con·
.stant replacement of scattered with more concentrated production, had developed, and along with it the
modern proletariat, representing highly socialized production. And it was because Marx actively took part
in the struggle of the proletariat. In the past the basic laws of nature and society were hidden from man,
but now it became possible for the first time to bring
them to light. This Marx did and in so doing created
a great weapon for the working class.
But Marxism is a living science and must continue
to develop with the development of societv itself.
Marx lived in the era before capitalism had developed
into imperialism. V.I. Lenin analyzed this process and
demonstrated that imperialism was the highest and
final stage of capitalism, giving birth to revolution
even as it died. The rule of capital could be first overthrown, Lenin snowed, not necessarily where capitalism was most developed, but where the link in the
world imperialist chain was weakest. While before it
was believed that socialism could only succeed if it
was established in several countries at once, Lenin
now showed that it was possible to build ,socialism in
one country, even a relatively undeveloped country.
And together with the Bolshevik Party he headed,
L&oin led the workers of Russia, in alliance with the
masses of peasants, in making socialist revolution.
Lenjn formulated the principles for the party of
the proletariat as a disciplined, iron-like vanguard, embodying the unity of will and unity of action necessary
to lead the proletariat in actually making revol:ition.
Lenin thus forged a new weapon for tile working class,
and through all these contributions developed Marxism to a new stage. As Joseph Stalin, who followed
Lenin in leading the Soviet socialist revolution, summed up, "Leninism is Marxism in the era of imperialism
and the proletarian revolution." Therefore the science
of revolution now bears the name of Lenin as well as
Marx- Marxism has become Marxism-Leninism.
Since Lenin's death in 1924, although there have
been great changes in the world the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution has not changed. But
as society and t he revolutionary struggle for s0cialism have changed and advanced, Marxism-Leninism
has also been advanced.
Mao Tsetung, in leading the Chines!! revolution
for many decades, has enriched Marxism-Leninism

in many areas-in its application to warfare, culture,
revolution in colonial countries, in philosophy and
in other fields. Most importantly, in leading the
Chinese proletariat's struggle to prevent the restoration of capitalism, Mao Tsetung has developed the
theory of continuing revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat, showing how the working
class must continue to transform society in order
to, carry through the full transition to communism.
Mao Tsetung's application of Marxism-Leninism to
the revolutionary struggle1 rn China and his development of it on that basis has come to be called Mao
· Tsetung Thought. This is not a new stage of Marxism
in the same way that Leninism was, because Mao Tsetung's contributions, while manv., and great, do not
and cannot represent an analysis of a new era in the
world.
Nevertheless, Mao Tsetung Thought has come to
stand for both the defense of Marxism-Leninism
. against its modern-day enemies and a further development of it. Marxism, from the very beginning, has had
to fight every inch of the way against the "theories"
of the bourgeoisie, both open and disguised. This struggle is the reflection in the field of philosophy of the
material struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and in turn greatly influences that struggle.
Therefore it is bound to be very intense.
After the death of Marx-and Engels-bourgeois
fagents came forward to distort Marxism in the name
of Marxism and revise the revolutionary heart out of
it, in an attempt to reconcile the working class to capitalist rule. Lenin, in defending and developing Marxism, had to wage a tire less struggle against these re·
visionists, as they came to be known. He ripped the
veil from their "theories" and exposed their bourgeois stand, and in so doing illuminated the path of '
struggle for the proletariat more clearly.
So, too, after the death of Lenin and his successor,
Stalin, modern-day revisionists, led by the traitors in
the Soviet Union itself who have restore,d capitalism .
there, came forward to distort Marxism-Leninism and
attempt to rob the proletariat of its revolutionary
science. Mao Tsetung has led the way in exposing
these renegades and in so doing has further sharpened the science of revolution as a weapon of the working class. Mao T~etung today represents tne struggle
of Marxism-Leninism vs. revisionism, of the proletariat vs. the bourgeoisie. For this reason, the Revolutionary Communist Party proudly raises the banner
of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung Thought, and
bases itself on the application of it to the revolutionary struggle In the U.S.
One of the most basic principles of this ~evolution
ary science is that the masses are the makers of history
and that correct ideas arise from and in turn serve the
struggl!! of the masses of people. The masses, ih their
millions, in their dally experiences in class struggle, in
production arid in scientific experimentation of all
kinds, amass great but scattered and unsystematic
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knowledge. Understanding this. the party of the work·
ing class, in leading the class, applies the mass line. It
takes these scattered and partial experiences and ideas,
and by applying the science of revolution,.sums them
up, concentrates what is correct, what corresponds
to the development of society and will move the class
struggle ahead. The party returns these concentrated
ideas to the masses and they become a tremendous
material force as the masses take them up as their own
and use them to transform the world through class
struggle.
It is in this way that the party develops and applies
its·ideological and political line-its basic philosophy,
its analysis of the objective reality facing the working
class and its prograrpme for mobilizing the masses to
change reality •in a revolutionary way. The question
of ideologi~I and political line, its conformity with
the revolutionary interests and outlook that characterize the proletariat as a class-this is the decisive question for the party in playing its vanguard role. The
party must wage consistent struggle within in its own
ranks to determine and develop the correct line, and
to defeat incorrect lines and the influence of the bourgeoisie within the party itself.
The party of the working class is based on the principles of organization that enable it to most correctly
concentrate the experiences and ideas of the masses,
to formulate in this way the strategy and tactics to
advance the struggle of the working class and its allies,
and to carry out these policies w.ith an unbreakable
unity. These pr.inciples, democratic centralism, com·
bine the greatest degree of discipline with the fullest
discussion and struggle over policy within the organi zation and the selection and supervision of party leaders by the party membership. They make possible the
unity of wii.l and unity of action for the party. The
party reflects and concentrates the organization and
discipline of the working c'lass itself. and steels it with
an iron will in the struggle against capital ism.
The party-actively seeks t>ut the criticism of the
masses, to whom its every action must be accounta·
ble. The party must be bold in criticizing its own mistakes and thorough in correcting them. This is a key
part of learning from the masses and educating both
the masses and party members.
The party of the working class draw,s its members
from the most dedicated, self-sacrificing, far-~eeing
fighters of all classes and groups in society-but it
builds its main base in the most socialized sections
of the working class, an!J ~t represents only the stand
and viewpoint of the working class. Party members,
from all classes, but especially those from outside the
working class, must transform themselves in the course
of class struggle, discarding ideas and practices which
are alien to the working class and taking up wholeheartedly the revolutionary outlook of the working

class.
The party is made up of people who dedicate their
entire life to building the revolutionary struggle. Par-
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ty members put the interests of the revolution, of the
working class, first in all their actions.
The party continually trains and recruits to its
ranks those who come to the fore as leaders of mass
struggle, especially in the working class. The party
makes fighters from the class fighters for the class.
As broader and broader sections of the working class
becom~ class conscious and join the r~nks of the party, it is more and more able to fulfill its role as the
vanguard of the proletariat and to apply the mass line
more thoroughly.
' The i>arty of the working class is the party of revolution. It is the instrument through which the working
class wields its weapon~ of class struggle. It forges and
leads a powerful united front of all oppressed classes
and people, defeating all attempts at compromise with
the enemy, and constantly directing the struggle for·
ward to the overthrow of the bourgeoisie. One important way the party does th is is through its press-regular newspapers and theoretical journals-as well as non·
party publications in which its members work.
The party organizes and directs the armed forces .
'.
of the working class, in smashing
the bourgeois state
and suppressing the bourgeoisie. The party leads the
working class in exercising the dictatorship of the
proletariat and in advancing to communism. Only
when the goal of communism has been attained will
the party itself cease to exist, becau~ then classes
and class struggle will have been eliminated and all
of society will consciously apply the pQ{lJ:iples of
communism.

Page 18

Dra ft Programme

A GEN UINE COMMUNIST PARTY FIGHTS FOR
PROLETARIAN REVOL,UTION
As the part ymf t he U.S. working class, the Revolutionar y Communist Party is fundamentally op~osed
to the so-called Co mmunist Party, USA (CPUSA, or
CP). These impostors have no more right to the name
"Commun ist" than do their models, the revisionist
traitors in the Soviet Union who have restored capitalism there . They do everything in their power to hold
back and misdirect the struggle of the proletariat.
They hold up " liberal" trade union bureaucrats as
great leaders of the working class. They urge fighters
for Black liberation to make their fina l goal "assimilat ion" int o the dying capitalist system, instead of uni·
ting with the wo rking class struggle for socialist revo·
lution. They de ny the essence of class struggle, saying
"all t he people" must unite to "break up the mono·
polies." They push the one o r other group of bourgeois
politicians, saying there is no choice but "the lesser of
two evils." They can't stand even the thought of armed pro letarian revolution.
The Co mmunist Party, USA revisionists are not dangerous just because they claim to represent the interests
of the working class while act ually serving the bourgeoisie-there will be man y individuals, groups and "parties: ·
doing this. They are da ngerous because they wrap
themse lves in the cloak of history- for the CPUSA
was once the fighting vanguard of the American pro·
letariat. During the period from its founding in 1919,
to the mid-1950s, the CPUSA led the greatest strug·
gles of the working c lass and many of the other im-..
portant battles against the bourgeoisie.
The history of the CPUSA contains invaluable
lessons for the revolutionary struggle of today, both
the positive lessons of t he leadership given by the
Communist Party to t he mass struggl&; and the negative lessons of the CP's errors which made possible
its transformation into a counter-revo lutionary or·
ganization.
When the CP ke pt its revolutionary aims in mind
and· put the intere~ t s o f the working class foremost,
it truly led the working class forward. At the beginning of the Great Depression. the CP was alone in
demanding une'mployment insurance; politicians,
phoney "socialists" and trade union hacks denounced
it as an "Un-American" idea . But millions of workers
answered the Communist Party's call, "Fight, Don't
Starve," joined the Unemployed Co uncils and won
unemployment compensation.
Fifteen years of CP leadershi p in the battle for industrial unions paid off in the giant CIO drives, for
which it provided many o f the organizers.
The CP fought lynch-terror in the South and for
equality for Black people everywhere. It did this not
to "give the downtrodden and backward a hand," but
to build powerful struggle aga inst the bourgeoisie, and
unite the Black people's struggle with t he workers'
struggle.

The CP upheld pro letarian internationalism. It sup-

ported the Soviet Union and fought to force U.S. re·
cognition of it, while popularizing the great achievements of the Soviet people in building socialism. It
gave aid to revolutionary struggle around the world,
even sending a battalion to fight the reactionaries under Franco in Spain. In the early 1950s when it was
under intense attack from the U.S. government and
McCarthyism, the CP undertook the fight against the
U.S. invasion of Korea . Although the bourgeoisie redoubled its anti-communist offensive, crippling the
CP, the CP helped mobilize millions of workers to
reject appeals to patriotism and fight against the capitalists, weakening the imperialist war effort and aid·
ing the Korean people.
The decay of a fighting party such as this must
be studied to learn the causes, so they can be avoid·
ed. Failure to apply Marxism-Leninism to the con·
crete conditions in the U.S., to apply the mass line to
raise the revolutionary consciousness of the masses in
the course of struggle, and to really rely on the work·
ing class as the revolutionary class- this' is the basis of
the CP's degeneration.
Building the revolutionary movement of the working class is a long and complex process~ full of twists
and turns. At each stage the proletariat and its party
is confronted with decisive questions that determine
the direction of the struggle. In any given situation
there are always lines or programs that are more cor·
rect, that more fully represent the interests at the work·
ing class. And there are always opinions and programs
that are incorrect,.that won't advance the cause of the
working class.
But beyond that, the party exists within class soc·
iety, and the ideas and outlook of the exploiting classes
have influence on everyone in society, including communists. Certain individuals ill the party- and especial·
ly those whose positions in the party involve full-time
leadership functions and tend to remove them from
direct contact with the masses-can abandon the cause
of the class, go over to the stand of the exploiters and
push their interests within the party itself. Linking the
party as a whole, including its leadersh ip, with the
masses, and conducting struggle throughout the party
to determine the correct line based on the study of
Marxism-Leninism and its application to the actua l
situation- this is the only way the par,ty C<ln bui ld on
advances. overcome mistakes and continue to lead
the working class forward to the revolutionary goal.
And this is what the CP failed fundamentally to do.
By the early 1930s the CP, overcoming earlier in·
ternal divisions and weaknesses, was at the head of
many large·sca'le struggles of the workers in this country. But even then, during its best period, the CP,
though making many advances in leading the proletariat and bringing the question of revolution to the
masses, worked on ~he erroneous premise that the
U.S. was entering a revolutionary situation .
A revolutionary situation is a crisis in which the
ruling class is no longer able to rule in the old way;
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the workers ,and other oppressed people can no longer
five in t he old way and milfiOns are prepared to
give their fives to ach ieve fundamental change; and
the party of the proletariat leads the class in preparing to seize power. In fact, the crisis was deep, in the
early '30s especially, but the bourgeoisie was not to·
tally crippled; the masses were in motion and demanding answers, but were not convinced that revo.fution
was necessary. Th us, instead of actually basing themselves on the masses and continuing to lead them
forward, the CP leaders tried to impose their own
wishes on the situation.
This basic failure to real ly rely on the masses was
not rooted out, even when the CP recognized that a
revolutionary situation was not right around the cor·
ner. Instead, it fed the CP in the direction of abandon·
in~ revolut ion altogether. By the late 1930s the CP,
under the leadership of Earl Browder, had f lip-flopped
and taken up the theory that socialism could beach·
ieved in the U.S. through reforms and elections. In
reality, the CP gave up the struggle for socialism.
Even as the CP grew in strength and influence
through its work, the leaders grew more divorced from
the struggles of the masses, becoming bureaucrats in
little offices. Because the revolution they had expect·
ed hadn 't arrived, they ndt only looked with contempt
on the working class, they became inti midated by the
power of the ruling class that had survived such a deep
crisis. A~d a ll this developed exactly as the CP was in· ·
creasingly influencing mass struggles, through which
it could have exposed the system, raised revolutionary
consciousness, trained revolutionary leaders and in
this way, laid more foundations for all-out revolutionary struggle in the future .
In this situat ion the Communist Party fell into pragmatism, an Am~rican ruling class philosophy which says,
"It is not really possible to know the laws that govern
nature and society ; if something seems to work, never
mind the reasons, do it." This leads straight to revision·
ism which proclaims. "The r:nnvement.is ~very thing, the
final ai~ nothing." Following this philosophy, the
CP no longer based itself on the working class, but
tried to act as the party of the " left," tailing behind
whatever gave the appearance of be ing progressive
at any time- even Roosevelt!
Under Browder, a ll the CP's gains became dust.
The unions which had been so hard won became
ends in themselves, not "schools for revolution."
And in the uhions the CP was more interested in influencing a few top leaders than bui fding the 'struggle of the rank and file .
With the German invasion of the Soviet Union in
1941 and the change in the character of WW 2, Browder completely threw out class struggle. The immediate task of the proletariat was in fact to defend the
Soviet Union and defeat the fascist Axis. But Browder used this to cover up the nature of imperialism
and the fact that U.S. imperialism, whi le fighting the
fascist countries-, was a lso aiming to strengthen its
0
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position as an imperialist power. He openly called
on the workers in the U.S. to give up all struggle
against the capitalists and follow Roosevelt to the
promised land.
Browder turned the tactic of temporarily cooperating with the U.S. ruling class- for the sole purpose
of defeating the fasciS"t Axis- into a strategy for total
and long-term cooperation with imperialism. His line
was so corrupt the CP actua lly supported the U.S.
ruling class when it carried o ut a "relocation act" during WW 2, through whi~h it herded tens of thousands
of Japanese-Americans in California into concentration~
camps and stole their land- justifying th is with chauvinist propaganda that branded them all a potential
"fifth column" fo r an attack by Japan on the U.S.
Browder explained that the Black people's struggle was over, since the ruling class was giving them
equality and, along with everyone else, a good life.
He even dropped "peaceful transition to socialism"
in favor of no transition to socialism, and offered
the ruling class the help of the U.S. workers in loot·
ing other nations. By 1944 Browder had drawn the
logical conclusion of his treacherous theories and dis·
solved the Communist Party itself, replacing it with
an "educational association."
Although there was resistance to Browder's revisionism, especially fro m the rank and file of the CP,
it was not clear or effective. Much of this was due to
the downplaying of political education -a policy Bro·
wder encouraged . CPUSA members, were not trained
in Marxism-Leninism, o r in the spirit of constant struggle within the Party to determine the real situation and
the road ahead.
Browder was finally thrown o ut in 1945 and the
CPUSA restarted, but many of his followers and his
ideas re mained. During the next years, honest CP
leaders and members fought a sharp battle to defeat
revisionism. They attacked many revisionist policies
in a scattershot way, but never developed a genuinely
revolutionary line and strategy to replace "the peace·
ful transition to socialism."
The Communist Party shrank in size under the
blows of t he ruling class anti-communist offens.ive
in the late '40s and early '50s. The general response of
the CP was to apologize for its ideas, and to try to
prove that they really didn't threaten the bourgeoisie.
This laid the fina l groundwor k for the destruction of
the CP as an organization of the working class. By the
time Khrushchev and Co. seized control of the Soviet
Union in 1956, t housands were leaving the CPUSA,
depressed, confused or angry . The revisionists consoli·
dated their control and launched an all-out attack on
what remained of revolutionary ideas or activity.
This betrayal robbed the U.S. working class for
almost 20 years of a vanguard party to represent its
revolutionary interests. The present CPUSA stands as
a grim warning of the results of failure to rely on the
working class, and substituting pragmatism for the
science of revolution.
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The Revolutionary Communist Party is determi~ed
to heed this warning. The Revolutiona_ry Communist .
Party is also deter.mined to take up as its own the gen-

uinely revolutionary heritage the fighters of the old
CPUSA struggled, sacrificed, and even died creating.

..

n

The United Front
UNITE ALL WHO CAN BE UNITED TO DEFEAT
THE REAL ENEMY
One of the key weapons that the proletariat,
through its party, must wield in its revolutionary struggle is the United Front. This means that at each stage
of the struggle the proletariat isolates the main enemy
to the greatest degree possible, by concentrating its
attack on that enemy, and unites all who can be united against the enemy. In carrying out this united
front strategy the proletariat not only forges a powerful unity with its main allies, but seeks to win over, or
at least neutralize, weak and vacillating allies. And it
sklllfully makes use of contradictions within the enemy camp to advance the revolutionary struggle, w ith·
out falling into the trap of "uniting" with one part
of the main enemy against another- which means giv•
ing up the revolutionary struggle and giving In to the
enemy.

The present situation in the U.S. and the world is
an extremely favorable one for the working class. The
rulers of this country are caught in the quicksand of
capitalism's inevitable crisis and there is great turmoil
in their ranks, as shown by/Watergate and the many
other political scandals that have ~ome to the surface
and highlighted sharpening contradictions within the
ruling class. This provides the proletariat with a great
opportunity to expose and attack the ruling class, to
rally broader forces in striking at it, and t urn the widespread anger and unrest among the American people
into a powerful movement of millions aimed at the
imperialist rulers.
In the same way, the great disorder internat ionally
provides a great opportunity for the proletariat through·
out the world. Crises are also rocking the ruling cla.sses
throughout the capitalist and imperialist countries, and
alliances among them are shifting and breaking down.
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At the heart of this disorder is the contention between
the two imperialist superpowers, the U.S. and the So·
viet Un ion, which are scrambling all over the globe for
domination and are being battered on all sides by re·
sistance and revolutionary struggle .
WORLD-WIDE UNITED FRONT
At the present time, these two top dogs of the im·
perialist system are the main enemies of the people of
the world. The working class of all countries faces the
task of building the broadest united front, on a world
scale, aimed at the ruling classes of these two super·
powers, while at the same time uniting all who can
be united within each country to continue the battle
for socialist revolution. The working class and its par·
ty has to learn how to corre,ctly cor:nbine these tasks,
so that it neither narrows the international united
. front nor loses sight of the goal of socialism.
To do this, it is essential to keep in mind the fun ·
damental principle that the masses are the makers
of history and to rely on the masses of people in
every country as the backbone of the struggle against
the rulers of the two superpowers. With this in mind,
it is possible and absolutely necessary for the work·
ing class of the U.S. to determine and unite witp its \
allies in other countries.
First are the workers of all countries, and especial ·
ly those who have already seized power and are build·
ing socialism. The bourgeoisie in this country hopes
to divide the U.S. workers from the rest of the inter·
national army of the working class, in order to crush
them under its heel. It especially tries to slander the
great achievements of the working class in the social·
ist countries-and in doing so takes special advantage
of the "socialist" cover of the new Soviet bourgeoisie
- in order to demoralize workers in this country, con·
vince them that there is no alternative to capitalism,
and keep them from recogn izing that the socialist coun·
tries belong to the international working class and
that it is the d1:1ty of the international ·working class
to defend them. At the same time, with its "Buy Am·
erica~" campaigns and other chauvinist appeals, the
bourgeoisie tries to put the blame for its crisis and the
sufferings of the American people on workers exploit·
ed in other countries:
The working class answers this with proletarian internationalism-the unity of the workers of all coun·
tries as one mighty force. the alliance with all strug·
gles throughout the world against imperialism and for
revolution, and the u,nwaverlng support and defense
of the genuine socialist countries.
Besides the workers in every country, the prol_e ta·
riat in the U.S. has as its allies in the international
arena today the great struggles of nations throughout
the "underdeveloped world" or "Third World" for
liberation from colonialism and imperialism, The back·
bone of these struggles are the hundreds of millions
of peasants, who make up the majority of the popula·
tion in most of these countries and, particularly under

Page 21

the leadership of the working class and its party, are
• the bulwark of the armed struggle against the imperialists and their feudal and bourgeois junior partners.
With the worker-peasant alliance as the foundation,
these national liberation struggles can also involve
broad strata of the population, including intellectuals
and students, prof'essionals and shopkeepers and even
I
some smaller-scale merchants and factory owners who
are more held down than built up by imperialist rule
in these countries.
In these struggles there are patriotic sections of the
bourgeoisie in these countries-generally the smaller·
scale capitalists-which play a positive role in the fight
for independence from imperialism. Even where these
forces have leadership in this fight, the proletariat
unites with them insofar as they continue to oppose
imperialism. But only the working class and its party
can lead the struggle forward to thoroughly defeat
imperialism, achieve socialism and eliminate all exploitation.
In addition, in the world today, with the decline
of U.S. imperialism and the increase of its world-wide
contention with Soviet social imperialism (socialism
_in words, imperialism in deeds), a number of non·
socialist governments in the Third World, including
even some that represent the rule of the landlords
and big capitalists in those countries, are to one de·
gree or other resisting the domination of the imperial·
ists, especially the two superpowers. While in the final
analysis these forces are fighting for ~er chunk of
the exploitation of their own peoples, and ~hile they
cannot and will not fight for complete independence
from imperialism, nevertheless their resistance to super·
power domination helps to weaken the main enemies
of the people of the world.
For this reason, the working class supports thGm
insofar as they oppose this domination and encourages
them to put up more resistance. This is especially cru·
cial for the working class in the United States, where
the imperialist rulers are bending every effort to shift
the blame for the crisis onto the T~ird World countries,
particularly the Arab governments that have used oil
as a weapon in resisting superpower and other imperial·
ist domination .
At the same time, the working class gives its funda·
mental support to the masses of people in these countries
and assists in every way possible their struggle to win
complete independence from imperialism and overthrow all exploiters. Against the imperialists, especial·
ly the two superpowers, the proletariat supports even
the exploiting class governments in the Third World
who resist them. Against these governments, the pro·
letariat supports the revolutionary struggle of the people, and in so doing gives the greatest support to the
fight against imperialism.
Not only in the Th ird World, but even in the capi·
talist and imperialist states outside the two superpowers,
governments are resist ing to some degree t he domination of the superpowers. The proletar iat supports this

,,
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resistance for the reason that it also weakens the main
enemy. At the same time the proletariat upholds the
interests of the masses of people of these countries
and supports their struggle, together with that of the
peoples of the Third World, against the r uling classes
of these developed countries.
Jhese ruling classes are driven by the same profitseeking law as all bourgeois classes, and t here is no
way the contradiction between them and the worke rs
and other people they exploit and o ppress can be resolved, except through revol ution. But, on the other
hand, their drive for profit brings them into conflict
with the two superpowers, and in this conflict the proletariat supports them against the superpowers, in order to weaken the whole imperialist system.
The situation in the world today is very complicated, but through a ll this complication and disorder
two things stand out: the struggle of the working class
for revolution and socialism is advancing, and uniting
with all possible allies, while the two superpowers are
becoming.more and more isolated, and the whole imperialist system is declining. But the more they are
exposed, struggled against and weakened, the more
they sink into crisis, the more desperate the imperial·
ists, especially the rulers of the U.S. and the Soviet
Union, become. This, and particularly the feverish
contention between these two superpowers, is push·
ing the world toward a third world war. Either the
working class in the U.S. and the Soviet Union will
prevent such a war by overth.rowing these greatest
oppressors, in conjunction with the world-wide strug·
gle against them, or they will launch a world war be·
fore they can be overthrown.
But even if they launch such a war, with all the
suffering it will bring to the people throughout the ·
1NOrld, this will only hasten their own downfall and
the end of imperialism . The first world war gave rise
to the first socialist revolution, and one tenth of hu·
manity was liberated from the rule of capital. The
se~nd world war gave rise to revolution in many
parts of the world, as a result of which many new
socialist states have· been established; and despite the
restoration of capitalism in some countries, over one
fourth of humanity is continuing to advance along
the socialist road. In launching a third world war, the
Imperialists, especially the rulers of the U.S. and USSR,
would further expose their barbarous nature, deepen
t he determination of the people of the world to bury
them once and for all, and give rise to a revolutionary
storm shaking the world as never before.
The growing danger of world war demonstrates all
the more dramatically the need to rely on the masses.
For it is only the masses, led by a proletarian vanguard,
wflo can turn such a war into all·out revolutionary
struggl" aQliinst imperialism.
The. world-wide united Jront against imperialism,
which is aimed at the two superpowers, is the strategy
of the proletariat for de,ling with the present interna·
tional situation and building its revolutionary struggle

against imperialism. The carrying out of this strategy
creates more turmoil within the imperialist world, and
makes it more difficult for the superpowers to unite
even for the purpose of suppressing revolution, to ·
maintain control of strategic resources and to solidify alliances for the purpose of waging war. In this way
the conditions become more favorable for the prole·
tariat to build its struggle and win over the greatest
number of allies against the main enemy, within each
country and on a world scale.
This international united front is not a substitute
for the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat, but
a programme for advancing it. In this, as in all united
fronts, the proletariat, through its party, brings to
the forefront the revolutionary interests of its class,
mobilizes the masses as the main force of the struggle, and carries the fight forward toward its historic
goal of overthrowing and eliminating all exploiting
classes and class society itself.

CLASSES IN THE U.S. AND THEIR ROLE JN
THE STRUGGLE
1
The main contribut ion of the U.S. pro letariat to
~he world-wide revolution is tO overthrow imperialism
in the U.S. Within the U.S. itself, who are the frie nds
and who are the enemies of the proletarian struggle?
The basic answer to this lies in an analysis of the dif·
ferent classes and strata within U.S. society, their objective interests and their attitudes toward revolution
which ste m from their position and social role in so·
ciety:
Bourgeoisie, or capitalist class. This class is the target of the revolution. It controls the present statepolice and army. courts, bureaucracies, etc.-and rules
every sphere of society.
But within the bourgeoisie there are different stra-
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ta. The dominant section are the monopoly capitalists,
or imperialists, who have control of the banks and the
' major 'industries . In the U.S. today less tllan 2% of the
·population own one third or more of the we·alth, in·
eluding the majority of stocks and bonds, and control
the largest share of the means of production. This
group of vampires, with well-knoWT) r,;milies like the
Rockefellers, Mellons, Harrimans, and a sma ll number
of others as the biggest bloodsuckers, represent the
main pillar of the ruling class. The working class, in
seizing pc:iwer, will immediately confiscate-without
compensation-the means of production they own
and their accu mulated billions. It will give them just
punishment for their towering crimes, strip those who
remain of a ll basis of their power and ruthlessly suppress every attempt by them to resist proletarian rule
and socialism.
Besides the monopoly capitalists, there are nonmonopoly sections of the bourgeoisie-who do not
dominate whole i~dustr ies o r have large amounts of
fin ance ca pital !Jnder their control , but nevertheless
live in comfort and luxury by exploiting labor and
constantly see k to expand and intensify this exploita·
tion. Fo r them being rich is not a mere dream but a
reality. The interests of this group lie in the preservation of the status quo, and they support whatever protects t he bourgeoisie against the proletariat.
In a time of revolutionary crisis, some of this group
may be crushed and ruined econo mica lly, by the man·
opoly capitalists in the cut-throat contest to $Urvive
and rule as a class. In this situation the proletariat
will take tactical advantage of their conflict with the
monopoly capitalists and where possible wi ll neutralize them-by directing the main fire at the monopoly
capitalists and dealing with people in this group depending on their.actions.- but it will never stop its
struggle against their bloodsuc!<ing nor compromise
with their desire to save the capitalist system and prevent proletarian rule. As part of isolating t he mono·
poly capitalists te the e.ittre:r.e, the.proletariat may,
upon seizing power, take over t he means of production and wealth of these non-monopoly capitalists
mQre gradually, but it will at all times strictly control their economic and political activity through its
state.
The working class will ruthlessly crush t he faithful
lackeys of the ruling class-including big·time politicians,
high-ranking army officers, the police, high-court judges, and top officials in the v~rlous agencies of the
bourgeois government. In this same category are the
bigshot bureaucrats in the trade unions who have taken
the blood·soaked bribes of the ruling class as payment
for betraying the working class and have, in many
cases, invested large sums and become capitalists in
their own right.
Proletariat, or working class. The proletariat is
t he main and leading force in the revolution. It is the
largest class in the U.S. and makes up the majority
of U.S. society. It has no stake in the preservation
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of the capitalist system and is the only class capable
of not only overthrowing the present ruling class but
completely remaking society to abbl ish classes. While
the proletariat has one class interest, and has no inter·
est in competition between different members of its
class, there are different sectors of the working class.
The backbone of the working class are the workers
in large-scale enterprises, engaging in highly socia lized
work. There are approximately 20 m illion workers in
manufacturing in the u.s...nearly three fourths of
them production workers. About half of these workers
in manufacturing are employed in establishments with
over 500 worke rs and about one third in establishments employin9 more than 1000. In addition in construction, mining, utilities and other industries there
are large numbers of workers in highly socialized situations.
There are millions more engaged in productive la·
bor-that is, labor which creates surplus value-including most so-called "service industries." In addition there
are millions of other workers whose role in the productive process is to make possible the realization of pro·
fit-sales workers and others employed by merchant
capital.
Also part of the proletariat are those office workers
whose role is necessary to make possible the organization of production-as opposed to managers whose
social role is to enforce the exploitation of the work·
ers. Finally, there are many workers whose labor is
not productive-does not create ~t for the capital·
ists-but who are employed as wage workers and have
no means to live except to sell their labor power-ability to work-to others. The wages of this group are
not paid out of capital but revenue-personal income
and taxes. This group includes many diverse occupations-for example many domestic workers, firemen
(but not policemen) and many other lower·level government workers.
Whi le they are part of the same class as workers in
industry, agr icultural wage-workers have different,
more backward, conditions of labor, are subject to
more seasonal work, receive lower wages, and live in
even worse conditions as a rule. This is because the
development of capitalism means the domination of
the towns over the countryside, and the advance of
industry over agriculture. This gap remains wide, even
in the U.S. where agriculture is highly mechanized
and agricultural labor generally very socialized.
In the U.S. today there are over 2.5 million agri·
cu ltural workers over 14 years old, but only about
400,000 of these are year-round workers, while over
1 million wa.rk less than 25 days a year. Even for
those working more than 25 days; average annual
income is only about $2500. The closest alliance of
industrial and agricultural workers is a key to the
success of the revolutionary movement, and under
socialism the ruling proletariat must pay special at·
tention to strengthening this unity, and to overcom·
ing the contradictions between town and country,
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and industry and agriculture. in order to advance to
communism.
Included in the working class are the unemployed,
a group which always exists in large numbers under
capitalism, generally grows in n um bers with the growth
of capital and swells to huge proportions with the in·
evitable development of the crises of capitalism. All
workers out of a job. whether counted as part of '-'?f·
ficial unemployment" by the government or not; who
have no other means to live except to sell their labor
power when they can or live on unemployment or
welfare when they can't-a ll these are part of th~
working class (as opposed to those who refuse to
work and live by criminal means.I The unemployed
proletariat includes large numbers of unemployed
youth, many of whom have never worked, but whose
families are part of the working class. The struggles of
unemployed workers and the unity of the emplo:yed
and unemployed are crucial questions for the class
struggle.
Housewives who are members of working class
families are also part of the proletariat.
Finally, within the U.S. working class there are
several million skilled workers-in the construction
trades, and throughout industry. Some of the top
levels o f these skilled workers make a good deal of
income from investments they are able to make out
of their wages. Nevertheless, especially wit h the de·
velopmenr of the crisis, the capitalists have launched
very sharp attacks on the skilled workers, and their
struggles against capital have often been very sharp
battles in the overall class struggle.
·
These skilled workers as a whole must be dlstingui·
shed from the highly-paid union officials. who act as
"labor lieutenants of the capitalist class." The work·
ers' movement. in order to realize the revolutionary
interests of the class. must be solidly basetf in the
heart of the proletariat, among t he worke rs on the
assembly lines and in basic production-especially
the large-scale plants. But with this foundation, the
working class and its party can and will unite around
its revolutionary banner the great majority of skilled
workers and others oppressed and exploited by the
ruling class.
Petty Bourgeoisie. Literally this term means small
capitalists, but it is generally used to describe the
strata in between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.
It is a large group in the U.S. and includes many dif·
ferent strata, whose varying positions and roles in so·
clety make some more and some less. firm allies of
the proletariat. But as a whole this intermediate group
tends to vacillate between uniting with the working
class and compromising with the bourgeoisie or even
siding with it against the proletariat.
The history of capitalism, particularlv in the era
of imperialism, shows that as crisis deepens and rhe
revolutionary Working class movement develops, the
bourgeoisie increasingly attempts to mobilize the
petty bourgeoisie against the proletariat and even to

use it as a social base for fascism . The bourgeoisie
tries to turn the desperation of the ruined petty bourgeoisie into frantic attacks against the wor king class.
Some sections of the petty bourgeoisie can be inf I·
uenced in this direction, out of a desire to preserve
their "independent" position above the proletariat.
But the development of capitalism continually under·
mines this position; and big capital increasingly crushes
the petty bourgeoisie. especially as the crisis grows
sharper.
This emphasizes all the more the need and the abili·
ty of the working class to win over as much of the
petty bourgeoisie as possible. and neutralize those
petty bourgeois forces that cannot be won over. by
exposing the bourgeoisie as the source of the suffering of the people. and bu ii ding the most powerful
struggle against it. But in order to do this the proletariat must bring forward its revolutionary outlook,
build its own strength as the main force in the strug·
gle against the bourgeoisie, and carry this struggle
through to make revolution. The more reselutely the
proletariat fights for its revolutionary interests as a
class, the broade r the sections of the petty bourgeoi·
sie it will be able to win over.
Among the petty bourgeoisie are sma ll scale capitalists-owners of one or two sma ll shops, who make
only a moderate income from exploiting labor, small
shopkeepers and merchants; foremen, lower and mid·
die level supervisors and managers; professionals and
intellectua ls, athletes and entertainers who live from
their own "performances" (as opposed to the very
highly paid who invest big sums of money and become
part of the bourgeoisie).
The petty bourgeoisie also includes self-employed
working people who live mainly or entirely from
their own labor. Some among t hese, fo r example the
"independent truckers," have waged very ,sharp struggle against the ruling class, and have greatly aided the
working class through this struggle.
Teachers and social workers are also part of the
petty bourgeoisie. While they own no means of pro·
duction and work for salaries (paid out of revenue).
their social role is to "regulate" and indoctrinate the
masses. This, the level o f formal edur.ation required
for their job and its general "professional" status, sets
them apart from the working class. But. on the other ·
hand thei r income is close to that of the working class.
and these groups, too, have put up sharp battles against
the ruling class. often directly aligning themselves with
struggles of parents in the community, students in the
schools, people on welfare and other sections of the
working class and oppressed people. In these struggles
many have resisted the social role the bourgeoisie has
set for them. and In this the working class firmly unites
with and supports them.
·Small farmers, especially t he "family farmers," are
included in the petty bourgeoisie. They are contirrua lly
squeezed by mounting mortgages and other debt to
the banks, insurance companies and other finance cap·
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italists. At the same ti me they are caught in the vice
of rising prices for farm equipment on .the one side and
on the other side the moves of the large wholesale outfits to take bigger and bigger chunks out of the money
made in the sale of farm products. The family farm has
been rapidly disappearing under these blows of the monopoly capitalists, but these small farmers have put up
militant resistance to this in recent years, as they have
throughout the history of this country.
The alliance of the working class with these small
farmers is not only important for the struggle to overthrow the ruling class but for building socialism once
the proletariat has seized power. While there are now
actually more agricultural wage-workers in the U.S.
than small, family-sized, farmers, these small farmers
still play a crucial tole in feeding the people and raising
key crops for industry. The working class, once it has
won political power and controls the economy through
its state, must maintain its alliance with these small
farmers, draw them firmly into the task of building
socialism, and lead them to\take part in eventual socialization-direct state ownership of all farm land and
means of production.
The working class fights today with the small farm·
er against monopoly capital, but it struggles against
any tendency to raise demands which are opposed to
the interests of the masses of people. Where the interests of the small farmers conflict with those of the
working class, and where these small farmers oppose
the struggles of farmworkers in i;>articular, the proletariat and its party stand firmly with their class,
while continuing to unite with and build up the anti·
big business side of the small farmers' stand.
WithJn the broad group making up the petty bour·
geoisie, and within many of its various sub-groups,
there are those of higher, middle and lower status.
Some are quite well-to-do, and own a fair amount of
stocks, bonds and other holdings. These wi II be at best
unstable allies of the proletariat.
But most only dream of getthag :'ich, ane.some are
quite poor, with even less income than the workers.
Many of these desire drastic change and will be firm
allies of the proletariat, so long as the proletariat and
its party remain staunch in the struggle.
For the majority of those who make up the petty
bourgeoisie the only prospect is hardship and the
threat of ruin under imperialism; the only future for
them lies with the working class and socialism. While
struggling against their inclination to try to preserve
capitalism in some form and protect their position
above the wor~ing class.' the proletariat mu~t mainly
re ly on persua~ion to win them over, ally with them
in seizing powet and transform them step by step into workers during the socialist transition.
Another group which plays an important tole in
the struggle against imperialism are the students. Most
of those who ,nter college are drawn from the petty
bourgeoisie, tliough many come from the working
class and a good number work while in college.
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The petty bourgeoisie in the revolutionary movement. In recent years, many conscious revolutionary
fighters have come forward from the struggles of students as well as different sections of the petty bourgeoisie. Quite a few have taken up the stand of the
working class and contributed to building its strugg!e and its party.
On the other hand, many of these petty bourgeois
radicals resist the stand of the working class, even as
they rebel against the ruling class. This is not surprising. The petty bourgeoisie, especially petty bourgeois
intellectuals who are divorced from productive labor
and the masses of workers, tend to be politically unstable. When they take up a revolutionary position
they tend to tiounce between adventurism-the attem·
pt to bring down the system all by themselves-and
conservatism-awe of the power of the rul ing c lass
and pessimism about the possibility of overthrowing it. Wh1:m the struggle of the masses is advancing
they are inclined to overestimate its present strength
and look for quick victory. When the mass movement
is temporarily set back they are inclined. to overestimate the strength of the enemy and doubt the possi·
bi lity of victory at all. They have a strong tendency
to resist the discipline and organization that characterizes the proletariat as a class, and they are often
drawn into different kinds of screwball anarchist
schemes.
Other sections of the petty bourgeoisie, in particular small-scale producers and traders, te~ narrow and short-sighted in their outlook, because they
lack the socialization of the working class in production and do not share the strengt'1 of its numbers and
organization in struggle. When these forces are faced
with ruin they tend toward revolutionary opposition
to the ruling class, but at the same time are easily
swayed by the promise of a few reforms through
which they hope to preserve their position . .
The working class, while taking full stock of these
petty bourgeois tendencies, extends the hand of unity
to these forces and calls on them to fight more consistently and thoroughly against the ruling class. But
the proletariat always draws a clear line of demarca·
tion between its revolutionary outlook and interests,
and the stand of the petty bourgeois forces, including
those who assume a radical posture against the system.
And the proletariat takes a ruthless stand against
those petty bourgeois hustlers who refuse to take up
the stand of the working class, but, recogni~ng its
revolutionary role, proclaim themselves the leaders
of the proletariat and try to ride the workers' backs
to power. These forces pose as "communists" or "soc·
ialists" and in this way are able at times to attract
some sincere revolutionaries, even a few from the
working class. But the leaders of these groups are deadly enemies of the working class, acting as agents 9f
the bourgeoisie in attempting to contuse and demoralize the proletariat, split its ranks and derail its re-
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volutionary struggle. When the workers refu5e to fol·
low them into the swamp or Into an amtiush, they viciously attack the proletariat and its par-ty.
Among these are the leaders of the so-called "demoaatic socialist" groupings. They represent the petty
bourgeoisie being crushed and looking for basic change
without all the revolutionary struggle ana the r.evolutionary science of the proletariat, which they denounce
as "dogma." They try to-appeal to everyone with
their "democratic socialism," which is nothing more
than capitalism with thousands of schemes for Feforms,
most of them not even achievable unde~ capitalism.
This is an openly anti-communist tr:end whose•poiso· '
nous ideolo.g y serves the bourgeoisie.
Then we have the whole host of Trotskyite sects
(named afte~ their hero, Leon Trotsky, who did every·
thing to oppose socialism in the Soviet Union a·nd was
run out of that country aver 45 years ago for being
the counter-revolutionary scum of the earth}. These
Trotskyite groups-each of them-claim to be the
"only true revolutionaries," and declare their opposition to the. tevisionism of the CPUSP.. But their line
and practice is always the opposite. Sooner or later
they show up trying·to wreck or take over a mass organization or struggle. Ttiey split from each other on
almost a daily basis and come around demanding that
everyone read all about it in-their newspapers.
Historically these Trotskyites have alternated between "left" and right opportunism-between "revolutionary" slogan-shouting to oppose the actual stage of
struggle, and ~utright tailing after the bourgeoisie. But
in essence they have always been right-wing servants ol
the reactionary classes. They attach themselves as parasites to the revolutionary. movement to promote their
organizations .at the expense of the masses. They act
all-wise and try to lord It over the workers, but the
working class in every country has learned to deal with
them in the same manner as it deals with their imper. ialist masters.
Finally, there are those forces who claim to be opposed to .the Trotskyites as well as the re_visionlsts, but
actually act as a cover for them and play the same role
as agents of th.e bourgeoisie. These are' represented by
two general "communist" tendencies that appear to be
oppo~d to each other but are actually united-the dogmatists and the reformists.
The dogmatists act as though revolution is conducted in a closet. They think the squabble for some mystical "communist clarity" (struggle between closets}
is the "highest form of class str:uggle." They worship
books and try to intimidate people with endless quota·
tions. They treat Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tsetung
Thought not as a science but rath~r as a syste,m of Iifeless, abstract formulas which neither grow out of con·
crete mass struggle nor are ever applied to It. They always oppose the living struggle of the proletariat and
its allies, preach at the workers from on high, and continually try to draw fighters from the class away from
the class and into their ''sanctuary."
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The reformists, like the dogmatists, are terrified
by the struggle of the masses, and fearfully warship
at the altar of the bourgeoisie. They tail after "progressive" traitors in the tr.ade union bur.eaucracy, P.ro·
mote "libeFal" politicians to save the people from the
"outright fascists," trail behind and build up bourgeois
forces in the struggle of wamen and the oppr.essed nationalities. They see things the way they ar~ now (or
were a year or two ago) and their line is built on justi·
fications for keeping things that way. "It wpuld be
nice -to do more (they say}, but we must be realistic."
They are always found at the tail of the m,ass move~nt, scuffiYing to keep up and shouting) "slow down,
what's changed so drasticall:y. if you go off ana act
like this, you'll just get isolated and smashed without
me and my (bourgeois) friends to lead you."
The dogmatists and refor.mists have 1in common
their fundamental belief that the masses of peo·ple
are backward and incapable of making ~evolution.
They are "twin b"rothers" and often exchange places,
the dogmatists switching to open reformism and the
reformists using dogma where convenient to attack
the struggle. They both serve the bourgeoisie.
These various agents of imperialism,' in and of
themselves, amount to nothing more than cockroaches
which the working class could squash under its feet.
But these types do pose a gr.eater potential dangerthey can act as the "shock troops" for the develop·
ment of a phoney "socialist" or "progressive" movement that would aim at diverting the working class
from the ~evolutionar,y path and setting i~ up to be
smashed by the bourgeoisie.
And, while the unstable position of the petty bourgeoisie as a whole pro.vides a basis for "left" and right
deviations from the forward path of struggle.against
the imperiqlists, the working class and it~ party will certainly develop both the far-sightedness and staying
power of its class to continue along the revolutionary
road, through all its twists and turns, and to steer the
great part of the pett¥ bourgeoisie onto t~isiroad.
Lumpenproletariat. rhis represents essentially the
elements in society who live by criminal means. Liter·
ally "lumpen" proletariat means "broken" proletariat,
but act;ially members Gf this group come from different classes-small farmers who are ruined, come to the
cit·Y and cannot find work; other petty bourieois indi·
'Viduals who go broke and have the same experience;
wtirkers who remain unemployed for a long time and
turn to crime as a way of life; and even an occasional
b6urgeois who loses his capital and goes from official
and big-time robbery, to illegal and smaller scale crime.
The lumpenproletariat is distinguished from those
workers who steal a loaf of bread or shoes for their
kids, or commit some other crime but continue to
wor.k Whenever possible and remain part of-the work·
ing class. The lumpenproletariat is also distingtJished
from the heads of the big crime syndicates, Who~ ac
cumulate huge sums thrnugh their crime operations,
lhvest large parts of it in "legitimate" fields and be-

..,.
come part of the capitalist class. .
The lumpenproletariat leads a desperate life. Thou·
gh many have ambitions of.becoming milrionaires
and a few make big'money for a time. the greatest
number lead a hand-to-mouth existence. They will
fight in a minute, and their way of life frequently
brings them into conflict with the police and other
arms of the state. But their way of life also means
preying mainly on the working class, and generally
requires cooperation with the police (who are deeply
into the crime rackets themselves). This m~kes them
easy recruits as police spies and provocateurs in the
revolutionary movement.
·
Overall this group is most likely to serve as agents
and shoc.k troops of the ruling class in its efforts to
crush the working class-and historically large num·
bers of fascist storm troopers have come from the
lumpenproletariat. But with the development of its
powerful revolutionary movement, and by exercising
an absolutely firm hand, the proletariat wi\I be·able
to win some of tile lumpenproletariat to its side, es-.
pecially in the armed showdown with the bourgeoisie;
Under socialism the proletariat will re-educate and rehabilitate those who were in the lumpenproletariat,
enabling them to take part in productive labor and
the struggle to revolutionize society.

--· . --
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THE UNITED FRONT AGAINST IMPERIALISM
IS THE PROLETARIAT'S STRATEGY FOR
REVOLUTION
The purpose of class analysis is to enable the p~o
letariat to determine fri'ends from enemies, unite its
own ranks, win over its allies, isolate the main enemy
to the extreme and build the broadest united front to
attack and overthrow this enemy and establish proletarian rule. Such an aflalysis in the U.S. identifies the
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imperialists (monopoly capitalists) as<the heart-of
.... the
target against which the proletariat must dire<:J.its fire.
The strategy for revolution in the \J.S. is th_g united
front against the imperialists, under the leadership of
tthe proletariat and its party.
.
B~t the uni.t ed fror:it is not.One- Big Org~mization.
IJ is,n?t a, stati~thi!lg. Forces, repr.esenting <;lifferent
classes and class viewpeints,-come together aro4nd
particular struggles-against police repression,, rising
prices, imperialist aggression and·other questions. Each
class brings, to th is struggle its own ideology, aod conflict goesun between opposin!l cla§S outlooks-over'
who to identify as the enemy,-who to rely on, who
to unite with, etc. The proletariat, thro~h its party,
fights for the leadership of its -class in a II mass move:
ments,.and brings to the fore its revolutionary .interests and outlook, . .
Through man.v such struggle.s , and the ebbs and
flows of the overall battle against the imperialists,
the proletariat and jts party is able to win over the
great majority of society to fight for revolution, as·
the conditions far revolution riJ)fln, and the masses
recognize that revolutio~ is the only road.fetw~rd.
The proletarj~t must and will ,win leadf!rship for one
basic reas_o n: of a II the classes that are oppressed .by
.the monopoly capitalists. the ·proletariat is the only
truly revolutionary class.
Tue basic conflict in capitalist society is between
the proletariat and the bo~rgeoisie, representin.a soc-'
ialized production an the one hand and pir.iv~er
ship of the means of production on the other. But
this basic contradic~ion gives rise to other contradictions, Which are mainly ·influenced by, but also have a
significant inflt:Jene:e on, the basic contradi~ion between the proletariat and the bourQE!oisie.
Key among these contradiction$ are: The contra.diction between capitalist states. whi-cn has become
especially~ intense in the era of imperialism; the contradiction between the imr>erialists and the colon;ies;
tlie contradiction between the capita1ist states and
the socialist countri~; the contradiction between
the bourgeoisie and the minority nationalities it appresses within the capitalist countries; the contradic·
tion between the bourgeoisie and the masses of women in society' who suffer discrimination and oppression as a result of the ·1 'division of labor" capitalism
maintains; and the oont~adiction between the bourgeoisie and the petty bourgeoisie.
These ·Contradictions, whose development is basically determined by the development of the 'COntradictian between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, take
the form o.f intense struggles in society: wars, including world war, among .the imperialists, and th.e fight
of the people of the world against these wars; the
struggles fQr national liberation an:cl against imperial·
ist wars of aggression in the c»lonies, and aua1.1.lts
against the socialist countriesi the movements of the
oppressed nationalities in the capitalist countries fat
equality and emancipation;. the fight .,gainu the op-
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pression of women; the resistance of the petty bourgeoisie to ruin at the hands of the bourgeois ruling
class.
These, together with the struggle of the working
class itself in defense of its living standards, are major
battles that have been waged in this country over the
l;:ist several years. Faced with the gathering strength of
these struggles, and the growing capitalist crisis, the
bourgeoisie increasingly tries to crush them, and the
masses fight this repression, creating a sharp battle in
this arena as well.
Millions of people have become involved in these I
struggles, entering them for various reasons, with conflicting class viewpoints, and with varying degrees of
understanding of the source of the problems and the
links between the struggles. Millions more will continue to do so.
The policy of the proletariat and its party, in build·
ing the united front against imperialism under its leadership, is: to unite with those engaging in every such
battle; to make clear through the course of these struggles the common enemy and the common eause of the
masses of people; to develop fighters on one front
against the enemy into fighters on all fronts; and to
show how all these contradictions arise from and relate
to the basic contradiction between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie and can only be finally resolved through
the revolutionary resolution of this basic contradiction
-the seizure of power by the proletariat and the continuation of the revolution to the elimination of classes
and class conflict.
The solid core of the united front in the U.S. will

be the revolutionary alliance of the w0rking class movement as a whole with the struggles of the oppressed
nationalities against the common imperialist enemy.
The tens of millions of these nationalities who suffer
discrimination and other forms of oppression as peop'
les are, in their great majority. workers,
part of the
single U.S. proletariat. Their fight for equality and
emancipation is bound by a thousand links with the
struggle of the working class for socialism. and lends
it great strength.
But among these oppressed nationalities there are
different class forces. In order to ally the movements
of these nationalities most closely with the revolution·
ary working class struggle, it is crucial to rely on the
masses of workers of these nationalities and build the
unity of the workers ot all nationalities as the most
fundamental unity. The single Working class of the
U.S., through its single party, must lead the united
front, in order to strengthen the core and build the
united front as broadly as possible.
The united front against imperial ism is not a "grand
coalition" of "different constituencies," nor is it
built by piecing together different "united fronts" of
separate groups- "Black United Front," "W~men's
United Front," "United Front of the Trade Unions,"
etc. The united front against imperialism is one united
front, it is the overall political plan of the proletariat
for bringing together under its leadership all possible
social forces and movements, in order to concentrate
the most powerful blows against the ruling class and
defeat it. It is the strategy for proletarian revolution.
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Build th~ Revolutionary

Workers' Nlovernent
The working class learns through its day to day
struggle. The present struggle of the American work-

ers is primarily against individual employers (or employers' associations in different industries) around
wages and benefits, working conditions, against speedup and lay-offs, against discrimination. Increasingly
the workers in these battles must go up directly against
the government and its various agencies, rules and regulations-Pay Board (or Cost of Living Council). antistrike laws passed by Congress, and injunctions handed down by the courts and backed up by the cops.
The more militantly the workers fight, and the
more they break through the shackles held on their
struggles by the traitorous union bigshots, the more
desperate and vicious the employers become. The more
clearly it stands out that to the employers the workers
are a mere means to profit who must be chained to
the machines so long as profit can be made from their
labor, and that the government is a tool in the hands
of the employers for enforcing this slavery.
But the workers learn a great deal more in these
battles. They begin to feel the strength of their •class
and to recognize that without their labor the machines are only so much useless scrap. In withholding
their labor, the workers demand not to be treated as
slaves, but to live like human beings are capable of liv·
ing. Each battle whete the workers begin to exercise
their power in this way not only brings a sense of
strength and common cause to the workers directly
involved, but inspires others who learn of it. Where
the struggle is successful in wringing concessions from
the employers, it sp!.!rs further struogle. Where there
is a temporary setback, it spurs discussion among the
workers as to the cause of the defeat.
In these struggles, the workers begin to throw off
the foot of the employer from their necks, to raise
their heads. And in raising their heads they are able to
see farther ,_nd more clearly. The face of the enemy
and the forces fighting him begin to come into sharper
focus. This gives rise to vigorous discussion among
the workers not only about every question of the immediate struggle but also about events throughout
society and the world. Through all this the workers
begin to see themselves as more than mere individuals,
but as members of a class, locked in warfare with the
opposing class of employers.
Strikes and other similar struggles are very importan't "schools of warfare" for the workers. But they
are not the WS('itself. As V.I. Lenin wrote, more than
75 years ago, "strikes are only one means of struggle,
only one aspect of the working class movement. From

indiyidual strikes the workers can and must go over, as
indeed they are actually doing in all countries, to a
struggle of the entire working class for the emancipation of all who labor."
Trade unions and working class organizations in
the stru{/flle for revolution. Trade unions in the U.S.

today are controlled at the very top by scabs and traitors. Some of these rely on open gangster methods to
attack workers' struggles. Others put up a "progressive"
and "democratic" front, while knifing the workers in
the back. Some are associated with out-front reactionaries in the ruling class, while others are salesmen for
the "liberal" imperialists and piously promote these
imperialists-as well as themselves-as "saviors" of
the working class. They are all agents of the bourgeoisie within the workers' movement.
The trade unions in this country, especially the
powerful industrial unions, were not built by these
bloated toads, but by the struggle and sacrifice of
millions of workers. In the face of the mighty upsurge of the '30s, the capitalists, unable to smash the
drive for industrial unions, made concessions-and
prepared to take them back.
The errors and weaknesses of the CPUSA, which
led the fight for industrial unions-but increasingly
lost sight of the final aim of socialist revolution-made
it easier for the bourgeoisie to gradually build up its
own lackeys in the labor movement. Then, with its
position temporarily strengthened after WW 2, and
the working class disarmed by the degeneration of the
CP, the bourgeoisie was able to solidify the positions
of its labor lieutenants at the head of the union
"internationals," use these top officials as a main arm
of its attack on the vvorking class, and even use the
union structure at times to quell workers' struggles
and enforce labor discipline.
This has been a serious setback for the working
class, but also the source of a great lesson. While it is
crucial to fight for every possible concession from the
capitalists, the working class cannot limit itself to the
fight for concessions under capitalism, nor can it win
its emancipation "piece by piece," through a series of
reforms.
So long as the bourgeoisie has state power it will
continue to attack and attempt to corrupt every gain
won by the working class-and it will sooner or later
succeed in setting back the workers' movement, so
long as the fight for concessions is not conducted as
a by-product of the fight to overthrow capitalism.
This does not mean that the basis of the trade unions
and other mass organizations of the working class

.\

Page 30

Draft Programme

must be "fight for the dictatorship of t he prole_tariat."
But it does mean that the party of the pro_letanat
st bring to the workers, through all their struggles,
mu
d. .
the understanding of the antagonistic contra 1ct1on
between themselves as a class and the bourgeoisie, and
consistently guide tfle struggle to.ward its final aim.
As the working ~lass develops in consciousness and
strength, all manner of phoney "socialists" and imita·
tion progressives will jump up, claiming t o represent
its interests. Many of these may fall into a trend called
social democracy.
For all that it pimps off of the working class movement, social democr.acy works d_.ay and night to pl'.O·
tect the rule of the bourgeoisie. It does this by spreading illusions among the people that the contradictions
of capitalism can be someh()w smoothed over, that
socialism can be built piecemeal, through a series of
reforms in the capitalist system. It tries to tie the work·
ers to the trade union bureaucracy, to "liberal" poli·
ticians and the bourgeoisie's farce of " democratic elections."
All this serves one purpose-to hide from the work·
ers the need for the most radical rupture with the present system and the violent overthro~ of the boo~
geois state . By not pointing out that "American democracy" is only the dictatorship of the capital ist class,
which must be destroyed and replaced by the dicta·
tor.ship of the working class, social democracy tries to
lead the proletariat unarmed into an ambush by the
. ruling class.
Despite the fact t hat some of the biggest labor
traitors are fond of passing themselves ojf as socialists,
social democracy lias not been a powerful trend in
the United States in decades. Nevertheless, it could
grow, basing itself on the small section of the working
class that is in and out of the J)etty bourgeoisie-constantly trying t~ breal< free of wage-s)avery by opening small businesses, but usually forced back into the
wo~king class. It could also find some basis in the experience of workers in t he '50s and early '60s, when
there was no party of the working class and it was
more possible to win certain reforms; and in the sincere desire of many workers to believe that a violent
revolution is not the only way to ~nd exploitation and
oppression.
But the class st ruggle itself provides the basis for
the working class to cast away illusions and cast aside
the front men of the bourgeoi sie who promote them.
These social deme cratic agents of the imper-iaJists will
be ex posed and dealt with as e ne mies, as the working
class, led by its party, is mobilized to fi~ht for its immediate interests, and it s long-term goals-the dicta·
torship of the prnletariat, socialism, and communism.
Today, ih its daily battles t he working class comes
up -1gainst bot h the capitalists and their henchmen in
the unions--a two-headed monster backed up py the
various arms of the bourgeois state. How to deal with
t his is a crucial question faeing the proletariat and its
party in the U.S.

The answer lies in pitting the workers' strength
against the enemy's weakness. The bourgeoisie and
its agents are a handful who now control the high of·
fices of the unions. but the working class is made up
of the rank and file of the unions and the millions of
workers not in unions. The method of the proletariat
and its party is t o mobilize the masses of workers to
take matters into' their own hands and wage a blow
for blow struggle against the enemy, inside and outside
the unions. To seize on every spark of struggle, fan
and spread it as broadly as possible throughout the
working class and among its allies. To build every possible struggle and build off of it to launch new strug·
gles. And through the course of this to fan every spark
of consciousness, to identify an~ isolate the bouigeoi·
sie and its agents, and unite all struggles against this
enemy.
The Revolutionary Communist Party, calls this the
"single spark n:,iethod," learning from Mao Tsetung
' who showed how "a single spark can start a pi;airie
fire." It is a key part of building the united front
against i[nperialism under proletarian leadership, and
in applying this method the Revolutionary Commun·
i's t Parfy not only makes it one of its main weapons
but works to arm the entire class with this weapon.
To enable the masses to use this weapon most effectively and carry forward the struggle of the working class, the Re!lolutionary Communist Party works
to build various forms of workers' organizations, in
the plants and unions and among the class as a whole •
Some of th'ese organizations, such as rank and file
caucuses, are created by the workers "spontaneously"
(without communists initiating them) to defend their
immediate interests on the shop floor, to carry on
struggles in the unions. and often to give leadership
in strikes.
In these organizations, as well as caucuses and other
forms they do initiate, members of the Revolutionary 1
Communist Party put forward the policy of relying
on the rank and file, and mobilizing it to fight afound
its own grievances in the plant and union and to link
up with struggles outside the plant. "they work to de·
velop the life of these organizations and to continual·
ly recruit ·new wer-kers to them, while at the same time
raising ttie consciousness of the workers invol\(ed and
educating them to the re~volutlonary interests of their
class, through the course of struggle.
Like the struggle itself, tlie size and activity of
these organizations will ebb and flow, and some will
come and go. But through this whole process. active
fighters for the class will continually come forward,
and unite to lead struggle, the consciousness and sen·
se of ol'gani-zation of the workers\as a whole will be
developed, and many of the most advanced among
them will develop into communists and join the party.
The struggle in the unions, and the building of
caucuses and other similar rank and file forms, are a
very important part of the working class movement.

.- .
But as this movement geveJops and increasingly takes
up the fight against all explohation ~nd oppression,
there is more and more a' neea. for forms of working
class organization that can consolidate and build on
this.
Throughout the country workers are coming for- ,
ward in greater numbers to lead s:truggles not only in
the shops and unions, but also ir1 many other battlefronts against the bourgeoisie-for example, against
police repression or imperialist aggression and war.
Through their experience in struggle and the leadership of communists, these workers have developed a
basic understanding of the nature of the enemy and
the class struggle against this enemy. These workers
are tt\e backbone of working class organization that
is built on a more permanent basis and on a higher
political level than caucuses-directing its spearhead
squarely at the ruling class.
These organizations act as conveyor belts linking
the party with ~he-class as a whole. They are one im·
portant organi~ational form in which communists ·
can unite with advanced workers to build the unitetf
front against imperialism under proletarian leadership
and develop into communists the advanced workers
who continually come forward in struggle.
While these organizations must be based mainly
iri the plants and other work places, their overall
role is to apply the "single spark" method to take up
every major struggle, of all sections of th!! people,
against the ruling class, mobilize masses of workers
'in these struggles and develop them into campaigns
of the working class. To carry out this task, the proletariat and its 1party must set its sights high and a·im
to build these organizations in every part of the country as a tremendous force for: the class struggle.
_.
These workers' organizations are intermediate l:>etween the party and the trade unions (and other simi·
far- mass org<!.nizations of workers). They are not a sub·
stitute for the party or ·t he trade uhior:1s. Building these
organization&>ooes not,comltct vvith but Gentributes
to building the party, and to building the struggle of
the rank and file to defeat the treachery of the top
union officials. ·
As an important part of its overall struggle, the
working class will fight to organize unions, to unite
the masses of workers in unions in the common battle against the capitalist exploiters, to' make unions
militant organizations of class struggle, and to replace agents of the beurgeoisie With true representatives of the proletariat in union office. ·
But the working class and its party CC!nnot base its
strategy on "taking over" t he unions by electing new
leadership, and it cannot restrict its struggle to the
limits set by the trade unions at any given time. The
policy of tbe proletariat and its party is to build its
strength in the unions as part of building its revolutionary 1r10vement, and not to reduce the class st ruggle to the struggle for control of the unions.
Mobilize the rank and file around a program
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representing its interests and in doing so "jam" the
union officials-expose the traitors at the top and roll
over them, break the union bu~eaucracies' stranglehold on the workers, and unite with those in the lo\Wr
levels of union leadership who can be won to stand
with the working class-this is the policy of the proletariat and its party in the unions.
Beyond that, in building its revolutionary struggle, the proletariat breaks the hold of trade unionist ideology-the oour·geois line that the limit of the
workers' movement must be the struggle for better
wages and wo~king conditions-better terms of the
sale of the workers' labor power, a slight loosening
Of the slave chain, only to have it tightened again. The
struggle of the working class, within and outside the
unions, must become the struggle to smash this chain,
to abplish wage-slavery and the capitalist class that
lives by it.
A crucial question for the working class in both
its immediate battles and long-term struggle is the
question of unemployment and uniting employed
and uMmployed workers. Unemployment is built into the capitalist system, and is an open sore revealing
the fundamental sickness of the system-a sickness
that is with it from its birth but becomes all the more
mallgnant as it grows to old age.
Even in the temporary periods of economic "boom"
capitalism cannot provide full employment. This was
so at the early stages of capitalism when it more advanced than- held back the developmeR of the productive forces, and it is all the more true in the" era of
iml)erialism when capitalism stands as the direct ob·
's tacle to the development of the productive forces.
The growtfl of capital brings with it tne grQwth of
unemplo.y ment. Its constant tendency is to replace
workers with machines, to shift capital out of one reglon or country into, another where, for the time, in-·
vestment promises mor~ profit. And all this takes
place without any plan for providing new employment for the displaced worker-s, because capitalism,
with its private ownership of the means of production, makes rational planning of the overall eccmomy impossible.
In the inevitable crisis of capitalism, unemployment grows to tremendous proportions and the criminal absurdit¥ of the capitalist system stands out all
the more starkly-the very class that produces the profit on which the system is based finds millions of its
metnbers out of work because they cannot be employed profitably! At the same time, those who are "lucky
enough" to have employment are drive n even harder
on the job, with their work sped-up and their wages
forced down. And this increases with the increase of
unemployment, because the capitalists themsellles are
trapped within the laws of capital which dictate that
. the only way for each capitalist to "get out" of the crisis is to s.q ueeze more profit frem the work,ers. The
"cure" only makes the disease worse, because t!ie cure
is more of the same and the disease is incurable. The
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"shock treatment" of war seems to jolt the system
. alive but actually only hastens its death, while mak. in9 the process all the more violent.
All this makes clear the basis and the absolute
necessity for the working class of uniting employed
and unemployed in an all-out struggle against capital. But the capitalist.s, especially in times of crisis,
do everything they can to pit the employed and un• employed against each other, to use the threat of un;.
employment as a club against the emplc>yed workers'
struggles, while using the fact of unemployment to
...
·~ . ·
..
inaease competition for jobs, force speed-up and
· ::~" ·. • pilshdown wages. The capitalists try to recruit the
~'!., ·~·:f:
unemplcyed as scabs, and to do so utilize every con, :;:~:· .t..'
tradiction that capitalism fosters and maintains among
·. ,
the peeple- between different nationalities, men and
women, rural workers and urban workers, and many
others.
The working class, and its party, answers this with
the fighting slogan, "Employed, unemployed, same
crisis, same fight I" and mobilizes the unemployed be~
hind the battle cry, ''We won't scab and we won't
starve I" To make these slogans a reality! the Revolu"·.
tionary Communist Party devotes every effort to building fighting organization of the unemployed and committees in plants and unions, based on and controlled
by the rank and file, to fight against lay-offs and for
the demands of the unemployed. These committees
can play a key part in getting the union to support
the struggle of the unemployed and to maintain full
union membership rights for all union workers, em·
ployed or unemployed.
The Revolutionary Communist Party builds the
ttruggle around unemployment as a major battle of
'
...... ,. : ·the whole working class, a decisive part of the strug·
gle nt>t only to keep from being crushed under capital·
ism but to finally overthrow it, and in doing so end •
...~
the cause of unemployment. And, linked with this,
it builds the fight to smash discrimination against
minority and women workers, for whom the unem·
ployment rate is always greater and who are hit es·
pecially hard by the crunch of crisis.
The main demand of the. unemployed today is
"Jobs er Income!" The crisis is the product of capital·
.. "'• ....'
ism, and the capitalists, not the workers, must pay.
," . , ~ ··. ·The wortcfog class has no interest in helping the capital·
'•
" .r
ists figllre out how to make an unworkable system
"work," for its very working is based on the exploit·
ation and misery of the working class. The working
class refuses to have any part of schemes to "cut pay
to save the plant," to "equalize unemployment" and
"share the burden" to "get through hard times." Union
jobs at unio n wages-and the same income for those
without jobs-this is t he uncompromising stand of
'the working class.
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Ofher key demands of the working class around
~'!µt7 ""employment a re :

Extend unemployment benefits to all unemployed,
includi ng workers on strike or honori ng strikes (or

locked out) and people who are fired or forced to
quit for any reason, end all "delays" in beginning
benefits.
Fight lay-offs, plant shutdowns and "runaways."
Moratorium on all debts, no foreclosures, no evic·
tions, no repossessions.
Union jobs at union wages for workers in all "work·
fare," "public works," and other such programs.
Unemployment is one immediate question arounCi
which the working class must build its struggle. Other
•J
crucial battlefronts and demands of the working class
in the struggle to defend its standard of living, are:
No pay cuts, pay increases with full cost of li~ing.
Fight for job safety and better working conditions,
defend and extend protective laws.
Down with speed,· up and the capitalists' "produc·
tivity" offensive, no compulsory overtime.
Defend the right to strike, smash all no-strike deals
and anti-strike laws .
. Fight super-exploitation of the oppressed nation·
alities and women, fight for full equality, make the
capitalists pay.
• End child labor, no discrimination against youth
in wages.
Organize the unorganized, fight for union democra·
cy, build the power of-the rank and file.
No cutbacks in social services, fight for better health
care, education and other social services.
Fight for decent housing and neighborhoods.
The working class will lead the fight against all op·
pression. These demands represent vital questions

around which masses of workers are fighting today.
But as important as they are, they deal only with effects of capitalist exploitation and oppression, The
fundamental task for the working class is to eliminate
the cause- the capitalist system itself. To do this it is
necessary to fight the effects to get to the cause-to
utilize today's struggle as a means of building for the
future showdown with the bourgeoisie.
The central task of the Revolutionary Communist
Party today, as the party of the U.S. working class,
is to build the struggle, class consciousness and revolutionary unity of the working class and develop its lea·
dership of a broad united front against the U.S. im·
perialists, in the context of the world-wjde united
front against imperialism aimed at the rulers of the
two superpowers. As this is developed, together with
the development of a revolutionary situation, the ques·
tion of mobilizing the masses for the armed insurrect·
ion will then come to the fore as the immediate question.
In carrying out its central task today, the Revolu·
tionary Communist Party takes part in, learns from
and brings leadership to the struggles of the working
class and its allies, unites all who can be united, con ·
sistently exposes the enemy and points to, the final
aim of overthrQwing imperialism and building social·
ism. To do this it bends every effort to fulfill three
main objectives in these struggles: to win as much as
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can be won in t:ie immediate battle and weaken the:'
enemy; to•raise the general level of consciousness
and sense of organization of the struggling masses
and instiU in tt\em the revolutionary. outlook of the
proletariat; a_nd to develop the most active and advanced in these 'struggles into communists, recruit
th'em into the party .an~ train them ·as revolutionarvleaders.
The party can onl.y carry out its tasks by conducting the most determined fight against the ideology
and propaganda of the bourgeoisie,, exposing its ·efforts to direct the anger and militancy of the masses
against each other and away from the real enemythe ruling 'Class itself.
In a thousand and one.ways the bourgeois propaganda tries to blame the people, especially the
'M'.>rking class, for their own suffering-"people pollute," "too many people in the world is the problem," "people get the government the.y deserve,"
"wage increases cause intlation"-and on and on.
A~ents of the ruling class spew out its chauvinist garbage-against women, oppressed nationalities, and
other.s.
The ruling class calls for "natjonal unity" to deal
with the cr:isis; it means the working class should unite
with the bourgeei'sie's efforts to exploit it even more.
The ruling ~lass conducts ar;i ever-presen't propaganda
campaign for patriotism; it means the working class
shouid supp0rt its efforts to plunder other nations.
""(:he foreign worikers are taking your jobs, the Japanese with their. technology and the greedy Arabs with
their oil hoarding have caused the crisis" -bourgeois
lies drummed at the masses of people every day to
cover up the real cause-and the real solu~ion.
But there can be no such "unity" between the
exploiters ·a nd.the exploited. The fundamental loyalty of. the proletariat is to its class, and it supports
whoever fights against the exploiters.£. and especially
against the biggest exploiters of all, the U.S. and So·
viet imperialist s." There is nothing the b9urge0isie won't stoop to,
no lie too low .o r vicious, in its desperate attempt to
maintain its exploiting rule. "Blacks have all t~e j9bs
. and the Jews have all the money"; Of "whites have all
the jobs, arid the Jews have all the monev"-even these
poisonous darts are being increasingly used by the
against
ru lers of this country as part of their arsenal
.
the working class.
These divide and conquer schemes only 17e v~al the
depth of decadence of the t>"ltifgroisie. Anti-Semitism,
in particular chauvinist 'appeals to hate Jews instead
of the imperialists, cannet save these din0saurs fr0m
destruction, any more' than the rest of their putrid
degeneracy. The working class will blow away this
anti-Semitism, at the same time as it blows the cover
off the Zio}'li~ propaganda that tries_to label all opposition to Israel anti-Semitic and to hide the fact that
Israel is an arm of imperialist aggression against the
Palestinian and otheF Arab peoples.

.
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As, a key part of the struggle against the bourgeoisie, the working class and its party must give full flower to proletarian prqpaganda and culture, while exposing and ripping out the poisonous we~ds of the bourgeoisie. This is an immediate task and cannot be put
off. until socialism. Works of literature, music, film
and other forms of art that represent the pr:oletar:iat
arise from and i11 torn serve the struggle of the masses
of people, reflect their great power in opposition to
the decay of the imperialists and radiate the confrden·
ce and militancy of the proletariat as the class of the
future. In their daily struggles the masses of people .
create the embryonic forms of this culture, and it is
the task of the party and its cultural workers to encourage and guide their growth and multiply them
among the masses. At the same time the proletariat
and its party supports those among the "profession~!"
artists of all kinds who side with struggles of the people, and it works to win them to the stand of the working class.
Fighting blow for blow on all fronts, and led by its
party, the working class will develop its movement
of today into a revolutionary workers' movement that
'fights exploitation and all oppression in order to end
wage'-slavery. To do this the working clas.s. must take _
up and infuse its strength, discipline and revolutionary
outlook into every majer social movement.
Only by uniting with all social forces fighting im•
perialism can the working class develop consciousness
of its own historical role as capitalism's gra~~.
Th.e proletariat will learn more sharpl¥ the nature .of
society and the monopoly capitalists who rule it, as
it sees the bourgeoisie attack not only its ranks but
the other strata as well. In this way, it sees also the
vacillation of the dther strata toward the bourgeoisie,
their nai:rowness and self-interest. With the aid of the
party, it sums up that none of these other class forces
can rep_resent its ir:tterests, and that this stems from
the fact that they have a different position in society
-they own same means of production or stand above
the proletariat in society's "division of labor." Thus
the working class not only wins allies in the course
of•building the United Front, but learns why it alone
can lead them to ovel'thrnw the monopoly capitalists .

•

-
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THE STRUGGLE OF THE OPPRESSED NATIONALITIES IS BOUND TO MERGE WITH THE
WORKING CLASS STRUGGLE

Capitalism by necessity leads to the subjugation
of whole nations and nationalities for the purpose of
making super-profits. With the development of capitalism into imperialism this na'tional oppression becomes all the more necessary for the capitalists and
all the more vicious for its victims.
The history of the development of capitalism in
the U.S. is a history of the most savage oppression
of the Black, Native American (Indian), MexicanAmerican, Asian and other minority peoples, as well
as the most brutal exploitation of the working class
as a whole. The rulers of the U.S. have from the beginning made use of color and race to carry out this oppression, while presenting it as an inevitable result of
"racial differences" among the people. Their purpose
In this has always been to confuse and divide the masses
of all nationalities, and to cover bp the fact that this
oppression results from the ruling class' plunder of
peoples and countries throughout the world, as well
as In this country, in thEl unceasing drive for more
profit.
From the beginning the oppressed peoples in the
U.S. have fought back against the various forms of
their enslavement. And this struggle contim-!es today,
more powerfully than ever before, against wage-slavery
as part of the U.C. working class, and against subjugation as nationalities.
From small farmers and sharecroppers in oppressed
, regions of the U.S.-the deep South and the South~st
in particular-as well as Puerto Rico, Mexico and
many other Third World nations, huge populations
have been driven by economic necessity and the des·
truction of warfare to the cities and factories of the
northern and southern United States. But occurring
as it did under imperialist rule, mainly around and
after WW 2, this "assimilation" into working class life
could not be complete and equal.
Discrimination, the denial of democratic rights,
violent police repression, suppression and mutilation
of their cultures, exploitation and oppression as members of the working class, held in the lowest positions,
with constantly high unemployment, the lowest paid
jobs, the bottom of the housing barrel, the worst of
bad health care and other social services-this is daily
life for the masses of these nationalit ies in the U.S.

today. And this is what gives rise to the militant struggle of millions against the system that is responsible
for it.
From the beginning the struggle of the oppressed
nationalities has always been closely lihked with the
overall struggle of the working class in the U.S. But
today this link can be forged all the more firmly, because the oppressed nationalities are, in their great
majority, members of the single U.S. working class
and their struggles are immediately and directly bound
... up with the struggle of the entire class.
Rec0gnizing this and seeing in it the greatest threat
to their rule, the imperialists make use of the social
antagonisms their national oppression has created, in
a desperate attempt to drive a wedge between the
struggles of the oppressed nationalities and the working class struggle. But they are bound to fail because.
the working class is one working class, with one class
interest-to end ~xploitat ion and all oppression. ~nd
national oppression by ending its source, capitalist
rule-this is the stand of the working class, and with
this stand the workers' movement will unite with the
struggles of the oppressed nationalities to form the
solid core of the'United front.
To achieve this the working class and its party ap•
plies the policy of building the fight against national
oppression as part of the overall class struggle and of
"working at it from two sides." This means: mobilize
the masses of the oppressed nationalities in the strug·
gle against this oppression, on the one side, and mo·
bilize the working class as a whole to take up this fight,
on the other; bring forward the ideology of the proletariat and its common interest in fighting exploitation
and all oppression; and in this way merge the national
movements with the workers' movement as a revolutionary alliance.
As an in'separable part of this, the party wages the
most consistent and thorough struggle, among the
masses and in its own ranks, against the bourgeoisie's
ideological props of white chauvinism (in particular
the poisonous idea that white Americans are superior
to other nationalities who are the "cause of the problems," and that white workers should unite with the
imperialists to suppress them), and narrow nationalism (in particular the line that the oppressed nationalities should be concerned only witli The advancement of their own nationality and should fight people
of other nationalities, especially white workers, for a
bigger "piece of the pie").
Capitalist rule forces the masses of people to compete with each other for survival, while keeping the majority of the oppressed nationalities a step behind in
the competition. The unity of the workers of all nationalities can and will be built not in competition
over the di.vision of the pie but in the common struggle to take the whole pie and the means to continually enlarge it. For the working class, the fight for equality between nationalities is not a fight to "suffer equally under capitalism" but it is a crucial part of the strug-
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gle to eliminate capitalism and the misery it means for
the masses.
With this goal, the working class and its party raises
and fights for the following as main demands in the
fight against national oppression:
End all discrimination in hiring, promotLon and
firing.
Equality in education and all social services.
Smash segregation !n housing ar;id the extortion of
higher rents, taxes, prices and credit and insurance
rates in the minority communities.
Equality of culture and 'language, no privileges for
one nationality over another.
End police terror against the oppressed nationalities, stop police murder. brutality and harassment.
These basic demands are aimed against the common oppression of all minority nationalities. But different oppressed nationalities have their own history
and particular forms of oppression . In order to build
the most solid unity of these different nationalities,
together with the working class as a whole ; in revolutionary struggle, it is essential to take up these questions.
Black People. The Black people in the U.S. are an
oppressed nation, not simply a "racial group."
Brought to America and held here in chains for
over 200 years, Black people from many different
tribes in Africa•were formed into one people in the
U.S. Under the lash of the slave system they lived and
worked together for generations. ~n the southern plantations, and together rose up in rebellion against their
enslavement. Through this process their different tri bal languages apd cultures were merged into one common culture and a common language (English).
The Civil War brought the formal emancipation of
Black people from slavery. not out of the "kindness"
of Abraham Linc9ln, but as the climax of over 200
years of struggle for freedom, and because the capitalists in the North could only subdue the slaveowners,
capture the markets or the South and gain complete
economic and political control of the country by allowing the main for~ holding up the slave system-Black
labor-to become a mighty force to tear it down.
Throughout the Civil War Black people disrupted
production in the South and sabotaged the Confederate
war effort. Once enabled to by the Emancipation
Proclamation, masses of Blacks joined the Union Ar·
my, or served it as guides. Despite discrimination in
the Union Army itself, 200,000 Blacks enlisted, and
35,000 gave their lives, most fV'I the front lines of the
decisive battles. Together with the workers and small
farmers of the North they won the war.
The brief period of Reconstruction in the South
after the Civil War meaht real gains for masses of
Black people-and poor whites, many of whom had
also resisted the slave system in various ways-gains In
education, the rfght to vote and hold office, and in
other areas. It brought progress for the South itself,
economically and socially. But even then the promise
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of "forty acres and a mule" made to Blacks by the
Union1government during the war was never fulfilled,
and in fact federal troops in the South continued to
drive Blacks off plantation land they had seized with
arms and divided up.
Finally, with the crisis and depression ofthe 1870s,
Reconstruction was reversed; the bourgeo isie, having
completely consolidated its rule throughout the country, and approaching the stage of monopoly capitalism,
feared the power of ,millions of Blacks, and poor whites,
demanding land and equality and joining to fight for
them. So the ruling class used federa l troops and unleashed the Ku Klux Klan, to terrori-ze Black people,
attack their alliance with poor whites, force the Blacks
back onto the plantations and push down the position
of the poor whites, forci ng many of them into sharecropping as well.
Black labor was still the backbone of th~ plant ation economy, but now in the essentially feudal form
of sharecropping, in place of outright chattel slavery.
And now the plantation area was economically and
politically dominated by capital in the North.
It was under these conditions, with the further development of different classes among Black people- in·
eluding an industrial wage-working class, and a small
bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie, centereo in the
cities of the South, and North-that Black people
were forged into a nation, which in the scientific
sense is an "h istorically co nstituted, stable com·
munity of people, formed on the basis of a com·· mon language, territory, economic life, and psychological make-up manifested in a common culture."
(Joseph Stalin)
Masses of Black people worked the bulk of the
plantation land, but did not own it . Blacks made
up a majority over a large part of the plantation area,
but did not·control it and in fa ct were denied all poli·
tical power and democratic rights. The plantation
area was their homeland, but it was a lso t he soil of
their suffering. They were a nat ion under the oppres·
sion of the U.S. ruling class within the U.S. it self.
This gave rise to continua l struggle of the Black
people. But it was only when WW 1 cut off the huge
flow of immigrants from abroad to the northern U.S.,
at a time when there was great demand for labor in
the northern factories, that Black people's conditions
began to change dramatically. Masses of Black people
left the plantations to become industrial workers. But
still the majority remained in t he deep South, held
by the cha ins of the plantation system.
WW 2 and the deve lopment s that followed it, accelerated the change in Black people's conditions that
had begun wit h WW 1, had continued in the '20s, but
had been slowed in the depression of the '30s. Today ,
Black people are no longer mainly sharecroppers and
small farmers concentrated in separate economic rela tions in the "Black Belt" South (t he old plantation
area, which got t he name " Black Be lt" because of the
color of the so il) . They are oven.vhelmingly workers
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dispersed to different parts of the country, but concentrated in the urban areas of the North and South
as part of the single U.S. working class, made up of
workers of all nationalities in this country.
But the ruling class cannot afford to give up the
super-profits it has wrung from the labor of Black
people. So today, with the history of Black people's
oppression as the foundation ,,the imperialists have
built up a structure of o f:') pression of Black people to
fit the new conditions. This oppression hits all classes
of Black people, though it is rooted in and is maintained fundamentally for the· purpose of enforcing
the super-exploitation of Black workers. For this
reason, the Black people remain an oppressed nation,
but under new conditions, and in a different relation
to U.S. imperialism than Its colonies (and neo-colo·
nies) in other countries.
Though the majority of Black people have been
dispersed from their homeland in the U.S., millions
remain in this " Black Belt" area, mainly in the cities,
and millions in the North still have ties with the deep
South. Though the majority of Blacks living in the
North were born there, 3 in 10 were born in the South,
most in the "Black Belt" area. The dispersal of millions
of Blacks from the "Black Belt" in the last several decades has been the result of economic co~p.ulslon; and
often the same kind of terror that was used to force
Blacks back onto the plantat ions after the Civil War and
Reconstruction was used after WW 2 to force them off
it, when this became most profitable for the imperialists. For all these reasons the working class and its party upholds the right of Black people to.return to and
reclaim their home land.
The right of se lf-determination, the right of nations
to establish their own independent state, is a key aspect of equality between nations and a basic demand
that the proletariat raises in order to unite workers
of all nations in the common struggle against imperialism. The pro•~tariat and its party in the U.S. ypholds
t he right "of Black people to self-determination, the
right to secede from the rest of the U.S. and set 1.1p a
separate state in the general area of the "Black Belt."
But at the same time the proletariat and its party
does not advocate this separation nor favor it under
prese nt and foreseeable conditions. Nor does it see
that reconst!Juting Black people in the deep South
in order to e xercise their right of self-determination
is the main thrust and highest goal of the Black people's struggle. Self-determination is a legi timate demand for Blaok people, but it is not the main demand.
The main demands are t hose oommon to all opl"
pressed nationalities in the U.S. The main thrust of
the Black people's struggle is against t hese Common
forms of nationa l oppressio n, against class exploita·
tion, fot proletarian revo lution a s t he means to end
both, ahd fo r socia lism and communism as the highest goal.
The end ing of their oppressio n, both nat io nal

and class, demands that t he Black people's struggle
have Black workers as the main force, and that the
working class as a whole, led by its party, unite to
lead this struggle . The fact that this was not the case
in the Black liberation movement of the late '60s and
early '70s is a fundamental reason why the ruling class
was able to destroy or corrupt most revolu!ionary
Black organizations at that t ime, through a combination of murder and assault, infiltration, subversion
and appeals to selfish interest.
During this period, the ruling class, panicked by
the powerful upsurge of the Black people and bringing down more savage repression against them, also
rushed to build up bourgeois and petty bourgeois for·
ces among them to put a brake on their struggle, and
lead it into a dead-end . But because this could in no
way change the basic conditions of the Black masses,
it has mainly served to intensify class contradictions
among Black people, as it becomes all the more clear
that the Black bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie cannot lead tile Black people to liberation .
Given this, and given the growing imperialist crisis,
the ruling class has pulled the props fr9m under some
of the very bourgeois and petty bourgeois Blacks it
built up. And it will do so even more as the crisis deepens. At the same time it will always keep some of these
forces "in business" and' maintain some time-tested
lackeys on its payroll, in order to attack the Black
people's struggle and the overall revolutionary movement.
The working class must win over or neutralize as
much of the Black bourgeoisie as possible and bring
the Black petty bourgeoisie as far and broadly as possible into the revolutionary camp. But it must conslstenllY combat their tendency to seek accomodation
with the ruling class, must thoroughly expose and de. feat those who act as agents of the ruling class against
the revolutionary struggle, and must carry the struggle through to the end. In this way the proletariat as
a whole and the Black people will, at long. last, win
compJete emancipation.
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Chicanos (Mexican-Americans). C-hicanos are an
oppressed national minority under the rule of U.S.
monopoly capital. Their subjugation as a people is
rooted in the long domination of the U.S. ruling class
over Mexico, the conquest of the Southwest by U.S.
capital and the maintenance of the Southwest as an
oppressed region.
It was the southern -s!ave system,, IA(ith its constant
need for new-land, that was the driving force behind
the seizure of the Southwest territory from Mexico
in the decades just before the Civil War. But the capitalists of the North eyed this territory, too, as a source
of land, gold and other resources, and an opening of
trade to the west.
Including California, the territory seized was half
of the land belonging to Mexico. Much of it was the
·home of various Indian tribes, but in some areas, most
notably nort hern New Mexico, there were settlements
of Mexicans whose roots in the area began before
1600. Generally isolated from the rest of what was
then Mexico, they partl')t battled and partly cooperated with the Indians in the area, often· intermarrying
with them.
The conquest of New Mexico in 1846 brought
fortfi rebellion from these Mexican settlers. But, with
·the signing of the ·;freaty of Guadalupe:Hida lgo in
1848, sealing tne seizure of tfie area, they were forcibly annexed to the U.S. Thi~ treaty guaranteed the
preservation of their land grants, culture and civil
rights, but these rights have been,trampled on by the
1ruling, class from the start. And this has called forth
sharp struggle, ever since.
In Texas, especially between the Rio Grande and
Rio Nueces, thousands of Mexicans were forced off
their land, in the wake of the territorial theft. "M~x
icans and Indians have no rights, their land is ours for
the taking"-this was t he line of the capitalists and
landowners, ba·cked up by vigilante groups and the
Texas Rangen. 1-his, too, was immediately met ""'ith
resistance, like the rebellion led by Juan Cortina.
In California a "foreign miner's tax" was enacted,
driving Mexicans out of the gold mines. It was later
used against the Chinese for t~e same purpose.
Throughout the Southwest, Mexicans fought to
regain their land, to defend their cu'lture and rights
as a people. But the fight was not simr;ily Anglo vs.
Mexican, as shown by the strike of Mexican, white
and Black cowboys against the cattle barons in Amarillo Texas in the 1880s, and many strikes and strug_gles ~hat united Mexicans, Ci;hinese, 'European immi·
grants arid others against the mine owners, railroad
magnates and land barons.
During the second half of the 19th century, Mexi·
cans continued to come to and settle the Southwest,
but a tremendous growth of the 'Mexican population
in the Sbuthwest began after the turn of the century.
U.S. imperialist domination 9f Mexico ruined masses
of pea5$lnts, fo~cing them off their land and keeping
them in grinding poverty in the it own country. This,
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together with the upheaval of the Mexican Revolution, beginning in 1910, forced a flood of people
north to the U.S. A huge pool of unorganized labor,
eventually one eighth of the population of Mexico,
was recruited, viciously exploited and· discriminated
against by agribusiness and industry. Since that time
many people of Mexican descent have also been drawn
,from Mexico itself, and from the Southwest-to
work in heavy manufacturing, meat packing, steel,
~nstruction and other industries in different parts
of the U.S., especially the Midwest. But the majority
of Mexican-Americans, numbering in the millions,
live, work and struggle in the southwest, especially
the five states of Calif?rnia, Arizona, Texas, New
Mexico anti Colorado.
Over the past 75 years, the Mexican-American
people have waged many powerful struggles against
their own national oppression, and have played a key
part in many struggles of the working class, in the
factories, mines and fields of the Southwest. During
the 1920s and even the 1930s depression, MexicanAmel'icans were the backbon.e of militant and mass
farmworkers' strikes, even 'though the ruling class,
no longer able to use such a huge pool of labor, deported ~undreds of thousands-U.S. citizens and "illegals" alike-to Mexico.
Again, in the 1950s, millions were deported to
Mexico-again both Mexican·Americans and Mexi~n nationals (citizens of Mexico). At ~e time,
the U.S. ruling class was continuing to contraetwith
the Mexican government to bring in laborers, primarily in the fields, who were forced to work for low
,
wages and denied all basic rights, including the right
to join-unions.
But this kind of terror has failed to halt the Chicano people's struggle, both as an oppressed nationality and as part of the working class. This struggle
continues today, on a more massive and militant
level than ·ever before. Outstanding examples of this
are: the farm1N0rkers' movement, in which MexicanAmericans and Mexican nationals play the decis·ive
, role and are uniting in struggle, despite the efforts
Qf "La Migra" (Immigration Department) and other
agents of the bourgeoisie to divide them; strikes
throughout the Southwest where Me·xican-Americans
are concentrated; the Alianza movement in New
Mexico in the late 1960s which aimed at restoring
the land grants; the militant struggles of Chicanos,
especially youth, demanding equality in language
and culture in the schools; and rebellions like the
1970 Chicano Moratorium, where 25,000 marched
against the war in Vietnam and the oppression of
tne Chicano people, and fought back against polic~
attacks.
Thro49h this long history of opp~ession and strug- ,
gle, centered in the Southwest, the people of Mexi·
can heritage in the U.S. have been forged into a single nationality-Mexican-Americans, or Chicanosand have also been vvelded together with workers
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of other nationalities into a single working class.
The Mexican-Americans of northern New Mexico
and southern Colorado have different historical roots
than those who came from Mexico mainly after 1900,
and there .are particular demands, such as those dealing with the land grants, that apply mainly in this area.
But today many of the Mexican-Americans from this
area are dispersed into the cities of the Southwest as
workers. And in general this group is merged with
those who 'have immigrated from Mexico and takes
part, together with them, in the Chicano people's
movement as well as the overall workers' movement.
While Chicanos are not a nation, and have not de·
veloped as a people in a single and separate national
territory, there are areas in the Southwest-including
northern New Mexico and southern Colorado, as well
as parts of Texas-where sizeable numbers of Mexican
people have lived for many generations and where
today they still make up a majority. While the right
· of nations to self-determination does not apply to
Chicanos, autonomy-in adminstration of local affairs
and other aspects-within the framework of a single
state, may prove to be an important part of achieving
equality for Chicanos and uniting the Chicano pea. pie most powerfully with the working class as a whole
in building socialism. The proletariat and its party l.IP·
holds the right of Chicanos to autonomy in such areas
of sizeable historic conce~trations of Mexican-Ameri·
cans, while also upholding the rights of Indians in
these areas to land, and approaching the question of
autonomy for Chicanos and Indians on the basis of
building the unity of all nationalities in the common
struggle against the rul ing class.
In addition to this, the following are key demands
in the fight against the oppression of the Chica-no
people:
Full equality for the Spanish language, education
in Spanish and English in all areas of significant Span·
ish-speaking population.
Restore the communal land grants guaranteed by
the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo.
End deportations, stop government harassment
of the Chicano communities in the manhunt for
workers without documents, abolish any "illegal"
status for workers in the U.S., end "La Migra's" terror campaign.
The working class fights for these. demands, as
well as the general demands against national oppression,
as a vital part of its overall struggle to end exploita·
tlon and all oppression through proletarian revolution.

.,

Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans in the U.S. Puerto
Rico was "freed" from Spain and made a United States
colony by U.S. troops in 1898. It is still a colony of
the U.S. today, under the fine sounding name of "Free
Associated State." The national liberation struggle of
the Puerto Rican people began against Spain in the
early 1800s and continues to the present day against
U.S. imperialism.
Puerto Ricans began moving to the U.S. in large
numbers after WW ·1, settling mainly in and around
New York. This migration increased greatly after
WW 2, as capitalist plantation agriculture and development for tourism made millions of dollars for U.S.
capital and left millions of Puerto Rican peasants
without work or land. Today many industrial cities
in the East and Midwest have large Puerto Rican populations.
Inspired by the revolutionary struggles for national liberation around the world, the people of Puerto
Rico have in recent years intensified their struggle
for freedom and independence, which had been temporarily set back after U.S. imperialism's brlltal suppres·
. sion of the Jayuya armed uprising in 1950. The de·
velopment in Puerto Rico of much light industry,
bringing together many workers in sweatshop con·
ditions, has given this struggle a powerful working
class thrust.
The liberation movement has inspired militant
struggle against national oppresston ana super-exploita·
tion by the millions of Puerto Ricans in the U.S.,
who are overwhelmingly workers, and are at one
and the same time members of the Puerto Rican nat ional minority and part of the single U.S. working
class. Puerto Ricans i~ this country have, in turn,
forcefully raised the demand for independence for
Puerto Rico and have won support for this demand
among their fellow workers, students and others of
all nationalities. This demand is a vital question not
only for the Puerto Rican national minority in the
U.S., but for the entire working class in its struggle
against imperialist rule; and the national liberation
struggle of the people of Puerto Rico is a great ally
0

)
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of the U.S. working class- Free Puerto Rico, Right
Now I
While many Puerto Ricans in the U.S. maintain
close ties with relatives in Puerto Rico and with the
struggle there, their main struggle is in the U.S., as
an oppressed national m_inority and fundamentally
as workers. As with the Chicano people, a key de·
mand of Puerto Ricans in the U.S. is equality of the
Spanish language. Beyond that the fight against their
national oppression in the U.S. centers around the
basic demands of all oppressed nationalities, and this
fight is also an important part of the fight for social·
ism.

I
'
Native Americans (Indians). Ftom the beginning
in building its capitalist state, the American bourgeoisie viewed the Native American (Indian) popula·
tions as a major roadblock to its gro1,vth. The-ladians
whose primitive societies had already been severely dis·
rupted by contact with capitalism. were made the tar·
get of a policy of -genocide by starvation, disease and
military aggression. Despite continual and heroic resistance, their lands, including even reservations they
had been forced onto, were continually stolen from
them by force and deceit.
During most of the 20th century the imperialists
have followed a dual policy of "forced segregation,
forced assimilation." Many Indians are kept on reser·
vations in dire poverty. without education, as a potential source of cheap labor; but When they are needed
as workers in the cities, or some large firm moves in on
oil, minera l or timber resources on a reservation, Indians are forced off. unprepared for life outside the
reservation.
On the reservations the government encourages
Christian missionaries and education of young people
onlY in English, but also encourages that portion of
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Indian tradition which emphasizes spiritua l mysti·
cism-a ll to hide the history of struggle against aggres·
sion and oppression . The government also promotes
alcoholism and the use of drugs among Indians on
and off the reservations. But the Native American
struggle has reached a new level in the 1970s, including mass armed self-defense against government at·
tack.
The question of Native Americans is not a simple
one. They are not one people, but many tribes with
different languages, cultures, and levels o'f social development, some with long histories of antagonisms
toward other t ri bes. They live in every part of the
U.S., including the Eskimos and Aleuts of Alaska.
At the same time, common problems stemming from
a common enemy have brought about greater unity
among tribes and the basis for great unity with the
working class movement and all struggles against
imperialism. Key to this are the Indian industrial
workers in the urban areas of the country who retain close ties with their tribes.
The Indian struggle at the present time centers on
keeping hold of the land and the mineral and fishing
rights which various capitalists continually try to grab;
on winning jobs and fighting discrimination and superexplo.itation; and on getting decent health care and
education within the context of preserving and developing the tribal languages and cultures. The proletariat unites with this struggle and under socialism will
end all suppression of tribal cultures, and ~pecial
attention to assisting the all-around development of
land by Native Americans themselves, probably in some
cases under conditions of regional autonomy. In this
way the Indians can take part fully, as individuals
and as peoples, in the benefits of socialist society
and the tasks of carrying forward socialist revolution.

,.
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Chinese-Americans. Chinese workers played a vital
role in building up the American West. The first big
wave of immigrants from China came in the second
half of the 1800s. Largely peasants in China, they
were driven by colonial domination of their country
and by famine to the Galifornia gold fields. Thousands
of Chinese contract laborers were brought in after
the Civil War to work building the railroads.
From the first the Chinese in this country put up
various forms of resistance to exploitation and
discrimination. In 1867 Chinese workers in California
went on strike for the eight hour day; in the 1890s Chinese laborers refused in their masses to go along with
regulations requiring them to register with the government. During this period, however, and until the development of left-wing organizations among the western workers in the early 1900s, the Chinese workers'
struggles were opposed by the "official labor move·
ment," which excluded them, called for their deportation· and tried to stamp out unity that developed
between Chinese and other workers in struggles in
the West.
The bourgeoisie used non-English-speaking Chinese
as scabs and promoted anti-Chinese feeling. In 1882
the ruling class passed an Exclusion Act, forbidding
further Chinese immigration. capitalists in Galifor·
nia, and especially agricultural land baron( replaced
them with large numbers of Japanese and Filipino im·
migrants.
After WW 1 there was far less immigration from
China and other parts of Asia, as the capitalists' needs
for large numbers of unorganized workers in the West
were filled by impoverished American farmers ("okies")
who were forced off their land and poured into California. But during the 1.960s large numbers of immigrants began to come again from Ho·ng Kong and Tai·
wan as well as Korea, India and the Philippines. Becau·
se of the restrictions on immigration to the U.S.,
many of these, mainly Chinese, have entered illegally.
, Many Chinese workers, especially recent immigrants,
work for Chinese exploiters, affiliated with the Six Companies, a cartel of capitalists closely allied with the re·
actionary Chiang Kai-shek clique on Taiwan. These
workers generally earn far less than the minimum
wage and recent years have seen growing resistance
to this vicious exploitation, along with rising rebellion
by other Chinese workers and growing links between
these and other workers' struggles.
The reactionary, Mafia-like Six Companies also control most of the political and social life in America's
Chinatowns. But more and more the people in these
communities are struggling against them and their
American imperialist backers. More and more openly
the,.Chinese people In the U.S.. including soma whose
families left China since the revolution, are displaying
pride in the development of socialist People's China.
Many Chinese in the U.S. now live and work out·
side Chinatowns ~nd together with people ~ other
nationalities, take part In the workers' movement and

other struggles against the imperialists. This is another
important factor linking the Chinese-American people's
struggles with the overall class struggle.
The .history of the Chinese people in the U.S. and
their present forms of exploitation and oppression
have spurred them to wage sharp struggles and to
unite with the broader fight against the ruling class.
This is another important source of strength for the
proletariat in its revolutionary struggle. '

,..
/

Immigrants. Throughout American history waves
of immigrants have come, driven by war and poverty,
press-ganged or enticed by rumors ,of "milk and hon·
ey ," first to settle the untamed land, and later to
sweat in the shops and fields as workers. The ruling
class has never sought to aid immigrants to adjust
to America while preserving their national culture
and traditions-the longer they are kept isolated, and
at the same time the more their internal unity is weakened, the longer they can be subjected to super-exploitation. Often this is extended over several generations and is generally continued by the ruling class
at least as long as members of these groups are forced
here in significant numbers.
Often the capitalists have tried to force groups
out of the U.S. once ·they became "too numerous,"
organized and a potential threat to capitalist rule,
as has been the case with the Irish, Chinese and Mexicans. On the other hand, the bourge?isie ignores its
own Immigration laws when it needs workers who
can be fotced to pick its crops and run Its machines
for extremely low pay. So every year tens of thou·
sands of "illegal" itnmigrants enter the U.S. from
Mexico, other parts of Latin America, Greece, Italy
and Asia, and join the American working class.

..
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From the 1800s to the present day, immigrants
from every corner of the world have greatly contributed to the working class struggle. Marxism itself was
Introduced to the American proletariat mainly by
German workers in the 1850s. The eight hour day
movement, the textile drives of the early 1900s, the
organization of the steelworkers union in the '30s, the
farmworkers' struggle of the present day and other important struggles have had immigrants in the forefront.
In recent years, with the upsurge of ethnic identity
and pride among immigrant groups, the ru ling class has
devoted great efforts to use this to sharpen contradictions among the people, and stunt the development
of class consciousness, while continuing to subject
these groups to ridicule and to degrade their cultures.
The stand of the working class is exactly the opposite:
it fights for equality between all nationalities, langua·
ges and cultures as a key part of building the revolutionary unity of its class. The main demands the working class rai~s for immigrants are those that make it
easier for them to joi.n fully in the class struggle as a
whole, while preserving their cultures and languages.
Especially important is the struggle for the rights
of so-called "illegals" and against tl')e harassment and
deportation of workers without papers, in particular
the Mexicans ~o are now the main target. At the
same time, the government widely harasses workers
with papers, incll.lding threats to revoke these papers,
in order to intimidate them from joining the fight
against the bourgeoisie. The fight against this harassment is also an important way of building the struggle
and unity of the working class.
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Hawaii. The Hawaiian Islands attracted the attention of U.S. capitalism early. American missionaries
did their best to destroy the culture of the Islanders.
U.S. businessmen made it a key supply port for the
growing China trade. Near the end of the 19th century,
U.S. capital subjugated the native people. shoved
aside the royal family, and forced the "ceding" of
Hawaii to the U.S. government. The U.S. ruling class
made Hawaii a major nava I base for its plans of
Pacific empire, and developed a large tourist trade and
capitalist plantation agriculture mainly in sugar. pineapples and other fruit.
The native Hawaiians resisted, but their population
was nearly wiped out by disease introduced by the oppressors. Tens of thousands of workers were brought
in from China, Japan and the Philippines to work in
the fields. Together, overcoming barriers of language
and nationality, the workers of HawaH-have organized
and waged large-scale battles for decent pay and work·
ing conditions, so today companies like Dole and Del
Monte are running away to the Philippines, while much
of the land, including workers' neighborhoods, is
being converted into "housing and development" for
the rich.
Hawaii today is part of the U.S., and the Hawaiian
people's struggle is part of the U.S. proletarian revolu•
tion. But as part of this struggle, special attention
must be paid to preserving the language and culture
of the Native Hawaiians and the other oppressed nationalities there; and the special features ~aii,
including its isolation from the "mainland," mustbe
taken into account in the struggle of the U.S. working class for state power and in building socialism.
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BUILD •THE FIGHT AGAINST REPRESSION A(l/D
BOURGEOIS TERROR AS PART OF THE
OVERALL REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT
Ruling class claims of "democracy· for all the people" are daily proved a lie by the machinery of the
bourgeois state-especially the police and armed
forces, laws and courts. They direct attacks at work·
ers on stri~e. and in other struggles. They maintain
a state of police terror in the ghettos of the oppressed nationalities and. carry out repression in all work·
ing class communities. They try to "control" or smash
demonstrations and other forms of mass struggle
against the bourgeoisie. They infiltrate spies and pro·
vocateurs into mass organizations and move.nents,
frame-up militant fighters or murder them . .This repressive apparatus is mainly directed against the pro·
letariat and its party, but also enforces ~he rule' of the
bourgeoisie over all other classes and groups in society.
As the capitalist crisis deepens, as the bourgeoisie
is further exposed and the revolutionary struggle of
the masses grows, the bourgeoisie in its desperation
lashes out with more vicious repression, Alongside of
its official state apparatus it organizes vigilante-type
groups to carry out its terror. The masses of people
must be prepared to defend their struggle, their organizations and their oommunities by force of arms.
In attacking the struggle, the bourgeoisie will try
to rob the masses of their leaders and most active
fighters, jailing them where it cannot murder them.
The fight to free politica l prisoners-from the leaders
of the eight hour day movement in the 1880s, to Sac·
co and Vanzetti in the 1920s, to the Panthers in the
late '60s and early '70s-has always been a powerful
part of the revolutionary movement.
,
As a revolutionary situation arises, the beurgeoisie,
in an attempt to save itself, will try to throw bourgeois
"democracy" overboard in favor of a different form of
.bourgeois rule-fascism. Fascism is naked bourgeois die·
tatorship without the pretense of democracy, based on
ceniralized state control of all of society, and open
terror to enforce the exploitation of the working class.
Before a revolutionary situation has developed, the
bourgeoisie, faced with deepening crisis, prepares for
the possibi lity by financing fascist movements, made
up mostly of petty bourgeois forces being crushed by
the continuing oollapse of capitalism. Fascist leaders
wave the banner of social revolution to attract followers and drop it once fascist rule has been instituted.
But fascist rule cannot save the bourgeoisie from crisis
and stagnation and in fact accelerates the bourgeoisie's
drive to war to conquer new markets and keep the economy going.
The proletariat must fight to shatter the bourgeoisie's preparations tbr fascism. Even under bourgeois
"democrac\111 the ruling class tries to hold down the
mass str1.1ggle by attacking the right te bear arms, establishing "preventive detention" (arrest without trial),
denying t he right to a jury trial, outlawing revolutionary organizations and in other ways. All of this it will

.
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try later to build on in order to institute fascism. The
working class must resist such attacks and trample
under the bourgeois laws and regulations that stand
in the way of its struggle, while fighting to defend all
democratic rights of the masses and using them to organize for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie.
As it nears its doom the bourgeoisie also intensifies
its promotion of all sorts of reactionary ideas-including many it opposed itself when it was fighting against
feudalism -which feed the growth of fascist move·
ments-religious mysticism, grotesque "scientific
proof" of "racial inferiority," the belief that a woi:nan's
only role is to bear and raise children "for the glory
of the Nation," that the goal of life is pleasure-seeking and degenera"cy. And most importantly the capitalists seek to duck the blame for their crisis and build
instead mass hatred for scapegoats-Blacks, immigrants,
Jews, revolutionaries, welfare recipients, the Arabs.
The proletariat's answer to this poison is to aim
every struggle at the monopoly capitalists themselves,
to consistently expose the fact that the'/ are responsible
for the suffering of the people and that these reactionary ideas serve only to reinforce the most vicious exploitation and brutal suppression of the masses of people.
Historically "liberal" reformers and phoney "socia lists" l:lave served to assist the bourgeoisie's preparation for fasqism. They set the masses up for an ambush
with their claims that capitalism can be "remolded"
and that revolutionary struggle to overthrow capitalism is therefore unnecessary and will only bring on
fascism. They make opposition to fascism a matter
of preserving the "democratic" form of bourgeois
dictatorship and protecting the "democratic rights
of all" -including the right to organize fascist movements I
The attitude of the working class toward Nazis,
the KKK and other, slicker forms of fascist organi·
zation is clear . Serious attempts should be made to
win confused individuals away from them, but as
groups they deserve, and will get, no mercy.
The move to fascism by the bourgeoisie is a des·
perate one, showing their fear of the working class.
The battle against such moves must be waged as ~art
of the general revolutionary offensive·against the rule
of the monopoly capita lists-in any form!
To struggle only to ''save" bourgeois democracy
is to give up revolution and accept the oontinued rule
of the bourgeoisie, which comes down to accepting
fascism in the final analysis. While there is conflict
within the bourgeoisie over the timing and tactics of
moving to fascism, and over who will be on top in the
fascist state, there is no section of the bourgeoisie
that l'.ioes not infinitely prefer fascism to proletarian
revolution; and none will oppose fascism once they
see it as necessary to prevent revolution. The only
way to prevent fascism for sure is to make revolu•
tion, to establish the rule of the working class over
the bourgeoisie.
Recent years have seen mass struggles against re·
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pression and bourgeois terror in many forms in this
country. These have been closely linked with the overall struggle against imperialism, and as the revolution·
ary movement of the working class develops, in the
face of more naked terror and moves toward fascism,
the masses of people will hit back more forcefully
at the bourgeois state and finally launch the all-out
struggle to smash it.

FIGHT AGAINST IMPERIAL/ST WARS, WIPE OUT
WAR BY WIPING OUT IMPERIALISM
The danger of war, including world war, is very
great in this period. The contention between the two
superpowers for domination ,all over the world leads
them more and more toward war. Europe is the focal
point of their cgotention, because it i :; in Earop;:? thst
vast economic, political and military power is based,
which the superpowers must seek to control. On the
other hand, their battle for control of the Third World,
and the tremendous superprofits this means, is also
very sharp, and growing sharper daily.
Neither superpower can afford to let moves toward
independence, let alone struggles for complete nation·
al liberatton, go unchallenged-as U.S. aggression in
Indochina and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia
have made clear. Both the U.S. ani:i USSR station
troops outside their borders in many parts of the
world, and both have fleets in every ocean to check
each other and attack movements for independence
and liberation.
The unsuccessful attempt of the U.S. monopoly
capitalists to keep their control of Vietnam let loose
many other forces beyond their control. Million,s of
Americans rose up as never before to oppose a war
the ruling class had dragged the country into. The
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anti-war movement greatly aided the struggle of the
Vietnamese people and showed people struggling for
liberation around the world that the masses of American people were their allies, just as this war taught
masses of people in the U.S. that the Vietnamese and
others struggling for national liberation were fighting
the same enemy as the American people and dealing
powe~ul blows against it.
In the course of the anti-war struggle in the U.S.,
hundreds of thousands of students, workers and others
came to understand much more about the aggressive
and exploitive nature of the U.S. ruling class. They
saw that it was the people who paid-in taxes and
forced military service and in blood-for a war which
served only the rich. The bourgeoisie tried to push the
anti-war movement into pacifism, but Vietnam show·
ed that there are both just and unjust wars. Wars for
independence, liberation and socialist revolution are _
just, while imperialist wars for the purpose of plunder
and oppression will always be resisted by the working
class and oppressed peoples of the world. The working
class of the U.S. demands that U.S. imperialism completely withdraw from Indochina and stop all further
interference in the internal affairs of the Indochinese
peoples.
Just as the imperialists try to export their economic
crises to smaller, less developed nations, the superpow·
ers try to make others do their fighting for them-and
turn a huge profit at the same time. They peddle weapons of all sorts to rulers of developed and-.Tllird World
countries, and try to make these countries pawns in
the deadly global chess game between the U.S. and
USSR. At any moment a war between two smaller
nations could be turned into a world war by the inter·
vention of their superpower masters.
To eliminate war, once and, for all, it is necessary
to eliminate its source, imperialism, through revolu·
tion and socialism. But, as a vital part of building that
struggle, the working class and its party in the U.S.
raises the following demands:
Withdraw all U.S. forces from foreign soil and the
territorial' waters of other countries.
Free all colonies In the grip of U.S. imperialism.
End all U.S. military alliances and military aid to
U.S. puppets, oppose all superpo..wr aggression, bully·
ing and interference in the internal affairs of Pther
1
countries.
Abolish and d~stroy all nuclear weapons, oppose
the superpowers' arms race and phoney disarmament.
Support just wars for national liberation and revo·
lutlonary wars against imperialism and reaction, oppose
all wars of aggression by imperialism and its allies, de·
fend the socialist countries.
If revolution does not prevent world war, world
war will give rise to revolution.

'
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TPIE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN AND/ PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION CANNfJT BE SEPARATED
Recent years have witnessed a rising tide of struggle against the oppression of women in capitalist society.·Oppression strikes the overwhelming majority
of women in this society, but it comes down heaviest!
on women of the vvorking class.
Women are victims of diserimination and inequality in almost every aspect of society-employment,
education, and in legal, financial and other spheres.
And, central to their oppression, women are bound
to ttie household and its drudgery by tradition and
.the organi zation of society itself. The ma jority of
women bear the responsibility for cooking, cleaning;
and raising children, the cost of which 'is incll!ded in
the wages paid tot.heir husbands.
More than one third of all 'Cldult women, many of
whom are heads of households, bear a double, burden,
• not only responsibility for household wor,k but working full or-part time to keep their family going. Wornen are largely concentrated in low-paying, unorganized industries, and in almost all areas of work are given low pay, small cnance to advanc!! to a more skilled
position and little security. This is justified by bourgeois propaganda and myths li ke "a woman's place
Is in the home" and "they only work for pin money."
Mothers who have no husbands but cah 't manage
to work are forced onto welfare, which degrades and
half-_starves recipients while trying to keep their anger
at oppression from erupting into revolutionary struggle.
Blaok, Latin and other women from oppressed
nationalities su~fer t he additional weight of national
oppreulon. Tuey are, for example, particularly singled
out for forced sterilization and other ruling class "population control" schemes.
All of this directly benefits the bourgeoisie. Millions
of women are kept as a reserve army of workers, who

can be brought into the work force when it suits tile
needs of the ruling class-as in WW 2. The rest of the
time they are· kept out of work, and the bourgeoisie
tries to isolate them from the main currents of class
struggle. Sexual divisions are emphasized to maintain
this situation-the bourgeoisie spreads and er:icourages
male chauvinism, the. ideology of male superiorit')l,
the beiief that women are only good for sex, child · ~ .
rearing and keeping house.
This is not just some "policy" of the imperialists
-women's oppression has been part and parcel of not
onlw capitalism but all class society from the beginning.
Only with the seizure of power by the working class
and the building of socialism will the basis exist to deal
with most "household" work through large-scale soc·
ialized labor, to free women to play a full and equal
role in production and political life, to break down
the "division of labor" that keeps women in an inferior position in capitalist society and to fully develop
relations between men and women based on mutual
r~spect and equality.
Nevertheless, much struggle must and will. take .
place before capitalism is overthrown and in build·
ing to overthrow it. Historically women in America
have played a powerful role both in the struggle
against their own oppression and in f~her great social
movements,
especially the workers'' movement. A
(
great source of strength for the proletariat are its
women fighters. The proletariat will boldly step forward to mobilize and lead the masses of people in the
struggle against the oppression women face, and will
develop and bring forward the participation of millions
of women in the overall class struggle.•
The women's liberation movement' of recent years
I
has overall advanced the struggle against the bourgeoisie, but the proletariat must defeat the attempts of
the bourgeoisie to misdirect this movement, ""(itt\ ideas
like "men are the enemy" and "equality is an end in
itse lf," which have influence among tha largely petty,
bourgeois base of the women's liberation move·ment.
This laSt line on "equality" is the position of advocates
of the so-called "Equal Rights Amendment," which ·
makes a showing of granting toke n opportunity to
wo men, especially executives and professionals, while
actually robbing working women ef protective legislation won through many herd-fought battles in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.
The majo~ battles against the oppression of women
center around inequality and aiscrimination; for programs like Child care which strike at the-chains binding women to the home and isolating them from'prq·
duction and class struggle; and against the bourgeoisie's
male chauvinist propagan<:la and attempts to degrade
and demean women. The main demands of this stru!)gle are:
Equal pay for equal work, oppose discrimination
against women in employment and in all spheres of
society.
Oppose the "Equal Rights Amendment"-fight to
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defend protective legislation and extend it to men.
Free child care.
Paid maternity leaves with no loss of seniority.
End all forced abortion and sterilization, defend
the right to safe and voluntary birth control and abor·
ti on.
Real liberation for women lies in proletarian revolutic;m, and proletarian revolution ~n only succeed
by truly liberating women.
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ing of the crisis. On the other hand, the social role of
the soldiers is to act as the armed forces of the bourgeois state in carrying out imperialist wars and suppressing revolutionary struggle throughout the world
and in the U.S. itself. This is a very explosive con·
tradiction for the bourgeoisie, and it must be the policy of the proletariat to ignite it as powerfully as possible.
·
Developments toward world war and revolution make
this all the more crucial. Every war fought by the imperialists gives rise to re~llion among those who are
forced to fight it, and the more so as the imperialist
aims of the ruling class are more fully exposed. The
massive movement of American G. l.'s at the end of
WW 2, who seized ships and airplanes and staged
other militant actions to fight the imperialists' plans
to keep them stationed ab.road, is just one striking example of this. .
The Vietnam war, in which-unlike WW 2-the U.S.
armed forces played no positive role and were in fact •
called on to commit the most barbarous acts of aggression in the service of reactionary rulers, exposed much. .~
more deeply the ugly features of U.S. imperialism. This ·
produced much more widespread revulsion and resistance among the G. l.'s. The longer the war Vlt'ent on,
the more determined the Vietnamese people's struggle '
became, and this, coupled with the growing anti-war
.
movement in the U.S., sparked and fanned G.I. rebellion against the war and the military.
Future wars of aggression and plunder can only
more thoroughly expose the bestial natu~ llnperial- '
ism, and create the conditions for even more thorough-'
going revolt against imperialist rule by the masses of
G.l .'s. On the other hand, in such circumstances, and
especially with the further development of the revolutionary movement in the U.S. itself, the ruling class will '
more ruthlessly suppress rebellion in the armed forces •
•:. .....,
while using the armed forces to suppress the working
class and its allies.
In this situation, the proletariat and its party must
bend even greater effort to bring the masses ~f G.l,'s '
into the struggle against imperialism, while building
mass defense-including armed self-defense-against ' •
violent repression. And it must prepare to launch the
armed struggle to defeat and disintegrate the imperialist armed forces, winning the G.l.'s as broadly as
possible to come over to the revolutionary army in
1'
the course of th is civil war.
Today many of the struggles of the G.l.'s are
around the day to day conditions of work and "dis·
cipline" they face, and around living conditions for
their families . The proletariat supports these struggles
and others that oppose the authority of the brass,
but it always brings to the fore the contradiction be·
tween the origins of the soldiers and their social role,
exposes that the military brass are the agents of the
.....
monopoly capitalists and builds resistance to the role
of the military as the monopoly capitalists' arm of
suppression and aggression.
• t

..

~.

G.I. STRUGGLES AND THE STRUGGLE FOR
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION
Linked with the mass movements throughout
society over the past several years, there have been
~idespread revolts in the U.S. armed forces. These
have taken many different forms-resistance to fighting in Indochina, :·fraJJging" of otti.c:Jlrs, struagles
against national oppression and discrimination with·
In the military, rebellions against military "justice"
in and out of military prisons, refusal to suppress
demonstrations and rebellions of the American peo. pie and daily battles against the degrading military
routine and regulations.
It is crucial for the proletariat and its party to establish firm roots among the soldiers in all branches
of the service, to join with, build, and give leadership
to their struggles against the brass and the imperialist
system as a whole, and win them as broadly as possible to side with the masses of people in the revolutionary struggle.
On the one hand, the great majority of G.l.'s are
from the working class and the lowest levels of the petty bourgeoisie, including a large number from the oppressed nationalities. This has increased since the institution of the Volunteer Army (" Volar"), and is
very likely to continue to increase with the deepen-

1
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Militant rebellions continue to break out in the
military against national oppression. The proletariat
firmly supports this fight. The~ struggles strike real
blows against the imperialists and aid the masses of
people in this country and wor:ld·wide in fighting them.
The working class also supports the growing resistance
of women in the military to discrimination.
In building the struggle of G.l.'s against the imper·
ialists and linking this with the overall revolutionary
movement, tl:le working class raises these main demands:
Abolish the Uniform Code of Military Justice
(UCMJ), defend G.l.'s' democratic,rights, including
the rights to organize and take part in demonstrations
and qther actions against imperialism, in the military
and outside.
Oppose all wars of aggression.
End the use of G.l.'s as strikebreakers and "riot
troops."
Single-type discharge for all G.l.'s-and vets.
Universal and unconditional amnesty for all war
resisters.
Fight discrimination and national oppression !n
the military.
Support G.I. struggles for better living and work·
ing conditions.
G.l.'s come from the masses, they must be united
with the masses to defeat imperialism.

,

VETERANS: FROM FIGHTING IN THE IMPERIAL·
IST ARMY TO FIGHTING THE IMPERIAL/ST
SYSTEM
Most veterans were drawn into the army by a fore·
ed draft, or lack of jobs and exaggerated promises of
job-training. After being made to serve under the im·
perialists in wars, they return home to face severe un·
employment, rat -infested hospit als, and criminally

inadequate services and benefits. Lying thr~ugh their
teeth that they give vets special treatment, the imperial·
ists attempt to rally them behind their latest military
adventure abroad and try to organize them into shock
troops for reaction under the leadership of groups like
the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.
While this policy has found some small success in
the past, each war produced veterans who opposed
these schemes.and fought back militantly against the
imperialists-the great Bonus March of thousands dur·
ing the depression, and the t3ack Home movement to
withdraw U.S. troops, particularly from China and the
Philippines at the end of WW 2, are two outstanding
examples.
Especially through their experience in Vietnam,
more veterans than ever before are turning against the
imperialists. Mass demonstrations of veterans who
denounced the war and threw away their medals dur·
ing the high point of U.S. intervention in Vietnam
played a tremendous part in exposing tlie nature of
the war to the masses of people and inspiring more
widespread and militant struggle against it. As their
~truggle becomes more organized and consciously
aime? against the imperialist system, veterans be·
come a spark for the entire working class movement.
The fight for a single-type discharge, and for uni-versa! and unconditional amnesty for all war resisters,
is of sp~cial importance for veterans. Thousands of
G.I .'s resisted the Vietnam war by deserting-making
a contribution to the anti-war movement and the general struggle against the imperialists. Hundreds of .
thousands of others received less than honorable dis·
charges for different forms of resistance to the war
and the military. The working class supports this resistance and the demand that there must be no haras·
sment, "legal" or otherwise, and no discrimination
against these vets.
Closely linked to this is the fight for jobs. Unemployment for "Vietnam era" veterans is higher than
for other workers of the same age group. But the fight
for jobs for vets is part of the overall fight of the
working class for Jobs Or Income Nowl-a key part
of the workers' movement as a whole. In this connection the working class.fights for the demand that
vets hired in federal job programs must have the same
opportunities, wages and benefits as workers in similar
"civilian" jobs-union jobs at union wages!
Another main focus of the veterans' struggle is
against the Veterans Administration. The V.A. disguises itself as a "service" institution but its main job
is to give vets the runaround while trying to deny them
benefits. And, as with all agencies of the bourgeoisie,
it includes discrimination against oppressed nationalities and women among its "services." The main demands of the struggle against the V.A. are: end red tape
and harassment; full V.A. benefits regardless of discharge; quality medical care, job training and full educational benefits; end discrimination.

.,
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Veterans, who have already struggled in the tens of
thousands against the Vietnam war, can play an in·
creasipgly important role against imperialist aggres·
sion and suppression-against .the use of G.l.'s and the
National Guard as strikebreakers and "riot troops,"
and against future imperialist wars. More, veterans
will play an important part in many battles of the
masses in this country against the imperialists, as well
as in the actual armed struggle to overthrow them.

STUDENTS WILL MAKE MANY CONTRIBUTIONS
Tq THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM
Historically. students have played an important
part in the fight against the ruling class in this coun·
try, but especially since the beginning of the 1960s,
struggles of studer.ts' ltave had tremendous impact
I
on American society. dealing blows to the ruling class
and fueling the revolutionary movement. They took
the forefront in the early days of the civil rights movement and the antirwar movement.
During this period college students, though mainly
drawn from the petty bourgeoisie, came in larger num·
bers than ever before from the working class, and from
the oppressed nationa lities. The bourgeoisie opened
higher education up somewhat more-also letting in
greater numbers from the low<Jr petty bourgeoisiebecause it needed more managers, technicians, and
professionals. The ruling class did not, however,
change the "tracking system" in elementary and high
schools, which railroads working class and minority
students out of "college bound" programs. Meanwhile,
the struggles of students and oppressed nationalities
forced open admissions and "third world" or "eth·
nic" studies at many schools, programs the bourgeoi·
sie is sharply attacking now, along with other pro·
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grams and courses that students won through struggle.
Students make three important contributions to
the struggle for proletarian revolution. First, because
they have the opportunity to study and seek answers
to the problems of society, many, especially in the
course of struggle, turn to Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tsetung Thought, become communist intellectuals,
join the party and take this new found weapon to
the working class, which, in grasping this science,
can change the world. Second, students as a group
spread the struggle against imperialism anti revolution·
ary ferment among the masses of people, as was the
case with the civi l rights and anti-war movements.
And third, their struggles in themselves are a vital
force in the fight against the monopoly capitalist.s.
The upsurge of the student movement ended
abruptly in 1970. Students by themselves lacked the
consistency and determination to continue the strug·
gle through setbacks and difficulties for a long term
goal. Many became cynical and went over to pleasureseeking, religious mysticism, or d reams of "making
it." Now students are under heavy attack, with bud·
get cutbacks and tuition hikes making it harder to
get and stay in school, and the student movement
is on the rise again.
This time the....e is stronger proletarian leadership
to give this movement the consistency it lacked in
the past. This comes from closer ties of students with
class conscious workers and working class o 'Oaniza._
tions, and most importantly, from the participation
of communists, representing always the revolutionary
. interests and outlook of the working class. Summing
up the lessons of the '60s, students are aiming their
•.
struggle straight at the ruling class. And now more
solid unity than ever before is being built between
white, Black, Latin and other students, both in or·
ganizations made up of students of a ll nationalities,
and through close ties between these organizations
and groups based among minority students.
Student struggles around particular campus-re·
lated demands are also an important part of the fight
against imperialism. The main dema,nds of these strug·
gles are:
Open admission to college for all high school graduates, smash the "tracking system" in high school
and throughout the educational system.
Fight cutbacks and tuition hikes.
Defend "third world" studies programs and all
progressive programs and courses.
Military, CIA, FBI , and police recruiters off cam·
pus.
Abolish ROTC and campus war research.
But even more than this, the working class encour·
ages and supports the desire of students to fight every
man ~festation of imperialist rule, in this country and
internationally, and recognizes their great contributions
in this struggle.

\
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hard to find. The unemployment rate for young people is several times the general rate, and is even higher
for Black and Latin youth. In addition, young people
face legal inequality, police harassment, and the threat
of having to be cannon fodder in an imperialist war.
But the most basic problem the masses of young
people face is the fact that imperialism is unable to
offer them a life with a purpose. Years in a factory
or some other job making some capitalist richer, or
devoting their life to raising a family and keeping
house, fighting to stay ahead of debt and with nothing to offer their own children except life in a system based on exploitation and oppres.s ion-this is the
future that the bourgeoisie offers the youth. It is no
wonder that many young people fall prey to the corruption pushed by the bourgeoisie-seeking answers
in mystic faiths or escape in drugs and cynicism.
There is only one path that offers youth a genuine
opportunity to put to use its enthusiasm, its innovativeness, its daring and its deterrT]ination to change ·
the world-proletarian revolution. Here and only here
will they genuinely find a life with a purpose.

THE ONLY FUTURE FOR YOUTH LIES IN
r
REVOLUTION
The general u psurge of struggles in the 1960s included what the bourgeois media called the "youth
rebellion." This fundamentally represented a rejection by millions of young people of many of the evils
of bourgeois society, but it was not consciously that.
The ruling class attempted with som e success to win
young people to the belief that their parents or "old
people" in general were responsible for these evils.
This went along with the bourgeoisie's consistent ef·
forts to get working class youth to look down on
their own parents and"to have contempt for their class.
The "youth culture" which developed during this
period had many positive aspects, in upholding the
spirit that "it is right to rebel" and attacking bourgeois
authority-legal, academic, social. It identified, although romantically. with the struggles of the oppressed in the United States and around the world. But
this "culture" has been fostered from the beginning
by attention from the television and press, and the
bourgeoisie bent it to their own advantage.
The capitalists have profited from the market for
music, clothes and literature, and more importantly
have built up the negative aspects inherent in this "cul·
ture." They have pushed every sort of non-struggle
gimmick- "good vibrations," "all we need is love,"
drug abuse, rural oommunes, religious fundamentalism and degeneracy.
Despite this, thousands of youth have become
revolutionaries and many more developed a beginning understanding of the nature of capitalist society,
although some felt unwilling or unable to fight it. The
problems of youth, however. are growing. Not only
is it harder to get into and stay in school, but with or
without a high school or college diploma, jobs are

.

I

OLD PEOPLE-TO THE BOURGEOISIE USELESS
WASTE. TO THE PROLETARIAT A PRECIOUS
RESOURCE
Millions of old people are forced into a life of
poverty and degradation under the rule of capital.
The capitalists use them and then throw them away
when they are "used-up." They spend a whole life·
time slaving to enrich capital and then are retiredif they live to retirement-on meager pensions and
social security that are shrunk further QY continually rising costs. More than that, they are told they
have nothing to offer society, and are frequently
forced to waste away in "nursing homes" and similar
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institutions that make money hand over fist while
treating them like useless shells waiting to die.
\
Recent years have seen struggles by old people
against these outrages, shattering the bourgeoisie's
image of them as feeble and decrepit. The proletariat
supports these struggles and fights for the demands
for liveable income, decent health and medical benefits for old people and an end to forced retirement.
_ But more than that, the proletariat cherishes the
old people of society, in their great majority, as veter·
ans of its class and class struggle. They have a lifetime's
worth of hatred for the capitalist exploiters and a tremendous store of experiense in the struggle against
them. They can play an irreplaceable rale in the revolutionary movemert. especially in giving a "class education" to the youth. Once the proletariat has seized
power it will give full play to the contribihions of old
people, and rely on them to fire the youth with a
. burning det-armination to continue the revolution
and never be dragged back to the misery of the old,
capitalist society.
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to protect their capital and position in society at the
expense of the working class.
These small owne,rs are easily swayed by reaction·
ary demagogues who promise them a "return to the
past." The proletariat pays special attention to winning
them away from this bourgeois bait and from fascist
movements dangling it. And at all times, the proleta·
riat points toward the future, toward socialism and
communism and the final elimination of all capital.

PRISONERS AND THE PROLETARIAT

HOW THE PROLETARIAT UNITES WITH SMALL
FARMERS AND OWNERS

Monopoly capital continually squeezes out small
farmers and small proprietors in the cities. And as the
crisis develops, they are crushed at an even more rapid
rate. This gives rise to sharp struggle and in recent years · (
these small owners have waged many battles, some of
them very militant, to resist ruin.
The proletariat unites with them in fighting monopoly capital and seeks to direct the spearhead of their
struggle mere sharply against this enemy. It supports
them in fighting foreclosures, and the strangulatien
of mortgages and other debts to institutions of finance
capital. But at the same time it opposes their efforts

Prisons are an arm of the bourgeois state. Most of
the men and women who fill America's prisons are
not criminals by profession. The overwhelming ma·
jority are from working class backgrounds, and over
one third are Black or Latin.
The bail system and the whole legal system is set
up so that workers and other poor people frequently
spend long stretches behind bars without ever being
convicted of a crime, or by being framed. Nearly all
pri,soners are brutalized and deprived of the most ele·
1
me'ntary rights.
Capitalist society breeds crime- it even glorifies it
in its movies. The prisons do not rehabilitate convicts,
they are hell-holes which offer a "first ti mer" a full
education in criminal technique from those who are
"pros," including many guards and prisan ~fficials.
Prisoners have always conducted riots and strikes
to resist the brutal oppression they face, but the recent period has seen these become imbued with revolutionary content. like the heroic Attica uprising.
Socializet;l by prison work and regimentation an~ spur ·
red by struggles "on the outside," thousands of pri·
soners have turned their confinement into study time.
and, aided by imprisoned revolutionaries, are becoming genuinely "rehabilitated"-grasping the nature of
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THE MONOPOLY CAPITALISTS ARE THE ENEMY
OF /HE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE,
THE WORKING CLASS REPRESENTS THE
FUTURE OF HUMANITY
...
All these forces and movements are striking telling
blows at the monopoly capitalists. Together they represent the vast majority of American people, before
whose combined strength the monopoly capitalists
could never stand. But only the proletariat and its
party can unite them as a powerful battering ram and
direct their blows most decisively.
Only the proletariat, led by its party, has the discipline, organization and conviction to carry the
fight through no matter how protracted it may be.
Only the proletariat has no stake at all in the preservation of the present system, no reason to stop
short.
Only the outlook of the proletariat can see past
the propaganda and deception of the enemy to the
final goal, and only its revolutionary science can
.
guide tKe struggle to this goal.
Only the proletariat is capable not only of destroying the old world, but of building the new.
By taking up and uniting urtder its leadership all
the struggles against the imperialists, all the social forces who oppose them, the proletariat will build the
broadest united front, and through it will overthrow
imperialism, establish its own state, and embark. on
the socialist road toward the historic mission of achieving communism and .emancipating all humanity.

capitalist society and resolving to join the fig__ht to
bring it down.
The proletariat has a profound hatred.for crime,
of which it is the main victim, but ftsuppo~ and
draws inspiration from the struggles of prisoners
against oppression. In the process-Of seizing P.ower
1he proletariat will open 1he prison doors, guns in
hand, and offer the masses of ·p..isoners themselves
the chance to join the proletarian army and fully
remold themselves into fighters for the working
class.
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FOrvvard to Proletarian Revolution ·
This programme is both a declaration of war on the
ruling class and a battle plan for the working class of
this country.
The proletariat in the United States and throughout the world faces a protracted and complicated
task, for the objective of its struggle is nothing less
than the complete transformation of all society and
involves the compl\ te break with.all previous forms
of society and all past traditions. But its triumph is
Inevitable, because the whole of human history and·
the development of society itself has prepared the
conditions fot it and only proletarian revolution can
1
continue to move society forward in this era.
The situation for the working class is growing
more and more favorable, as it grows more and more

desperate for the imperialists. Nothing they can do can
revi:rse the process of history, and the more destruc·
tion they bring down to save themselves. the closer
it brings their doom.
Today the words of Marx and Engels, setting forth
the first Communist Manifesto over 125 years ago,
ring out with all the more force:
'7he Communists disdain to conceal their views
and aims. They openly declare that their ends can be
attained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble
at a Communistic revolution. The proletarians have
nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world
to win."

WOR KERS OF THE WOR LD UNITE!
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The lnternatio1;1ale
Arise, ye prisoner's of st a rvation !
Arise, ye wretched of t he earth,
For j!Jstice th un~ers co11demnation,
A better world's in birth.
No more tradition's chains shall bind us,
Arise, ye slaves; no .Y.ore in thrall!
The earith shall rise on new foundations,
We have been naught, we shall be all.
Refrain:
'Tis the final conflict,
Let each stand in his Place.
The international working class
Shall be the human race.
We want' no condescending saviours,
To rule us from a judgment hall;
We workers ask not for their favors;
Let us consult for all .
To make the thief disgorge his booty
ro free the spirit from its cell,
We must ourselves decide our: duty,
.. We must decide and do it well.
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