REFORT ON COASTITUTION

Entroduection

e . The Coustitution is & key public document of the Party. It lays

. out the Party's basic erganizational principles &nd the dutfes and the
-7 responsibilities of Party membars, }

. % "' The Programme states that the Perty reflects and concentrates the
v organization and discipitne of tha working dass itself and steels {t with

~an fron will {n the strugyie sgainst capitalism,

,,,,,,

d et

7 The Constitution reflects the Party's busic orientation: that 1t
“ 718 the workin? ciass that 15 the only ravolutionary class, end 1t 1s In
. the'working class that the Party musi be firmly rooted. This weans that
~ the organizational principles as well &3 the 1ine and Programne of the
[ = Party wmust be & weapon in the hands of the class to sdvunce the struggle,
A A , | _
: © 0 Historically, changes in constitutions have reflected the advances
made from one Congress to the next. Tha organizational snd ideological
advances ‘in the Constitution reflect tha laa$ to forming the Revolutionary
Communist Party of the U.S. warkin? class. They reflect the fact that the
struggle of the masses of puople, In particular the working class, has
produced this Party after tuenty years without one represents a qualitative
~ ddvance towards accomplishing our inasvitable historical mission.

HEGE e Cenaral Line of the RCP

' The RCP 1n the section on the general Tina sets the Party off on
the right foot in stating that 1t 1s the Party of the working class of
the U.5. It wakes clear that we reprasent no class othar than the prole-
tariat, It establishes the correct crientation tosward the proletariat,

. that we are part of the cless and stsnd detormined to lead 1t and the

" ‘broad masses of people in ovarthrowing the bour?aaisie. This is the great-

©edt contribution that the Party of the U.S. prolaetariat can make to the

.. Struggle of the whole intarnational proletariat for the emancipation of

811 who labor. It 45 1n accordance with this basic principle that the

+ Constitution states that tho Party 1s the "vanguard of the working class

- of the U.S.A., and stands with the working class worldwide.*

s B s , _Mambershi

Members of the RCP “uust stend with bath feet firmly in the worke-
Ang class, give our hearts comoletely over to the macses, our haads to
- ‘the study and apglication of the revolutionary science a% the Eroluturiat.
_ and our whole selves, body and soul to the struggie of the working class
. to emancipate 1tself and all huzanity.” In 1ight of this, the Party
.. places extreme 1mgortant on who 13 In the Party and what the dutfes and
_ requirements of all Party mesbers ars.

i * The Party must be sctive tn recruiting the best fighters for the
,working class, particularly from the working class itself. It does so on
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el determining their conduct,
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the basis of applicante fulfilling ths requirements for Perty membership
as stated in Article 3. Key amony these are “putting the interests of
the masses pbove 811 elsa® snd Leing “sciiviste® amopg the messes--that
s, active tn Tiaking up with and lcading tha struggle of the massas to
overthrow the bourgeoisia.

O Puttiﬁa the tnterssts of the working class above all else s pri-
mary, 1t is the principle around wifch the others unfold. However, all
these principles hinge on the orientation of the Party toward leadin
the proletariet in eccompiishing its histordc mission. It ig the adhae
rence of Party members t thasa principles that 21lows the Party te act
as the advenced detachment, the fron #ist of the working clagz, to unite

., With the aspirations of the masses of workers end concentrate these intoo

1ines and policies to lead the struggle of the working class to its ravo-
lut!onary goal, ‘

- Neither the Constitution nor any other Party document lays out
specific rules of conduct for Party mesbars. Instead the Constitution
correctly sets forth the principles of Party membership #lewing from

L the basic principle, *put the interests of the workin?1c1uss and of the

revolution above everything else.* This must guide all Party members {n

7777 In the past the development of rules of discipline represented a

« - sharp breek by the genuine comsunist forces with a mountain of petty bour-

' ona of these principles. It fights agains
', Party as the proletarfan vanguard. To enforce this, Article Four contains

geois self-indulgence that was passing as “revolutionary®--even "prole-

~ tarlan.* The Party is firmly and thoroughly opposed to &}l such self-

indulgence, and to self-cultivation, which 1s nothing but the mirror image

‘of seif-indulgence and flows from the same bourgeois fdeclogy of putting

self above the Interests of the working class.,

The Party Constitution, in Article 3

g sharply formulates the basic
principles that the whole Party and all of {ts mesbers must practice and

- promote, It puts these six principles together as a whole--not as a 1ist

of "do's" and "don'ts“-~but as the basis for orientisg the Party and all
of 1ts members to carrying out snd leading the revolu fonary class struggle

= of the proletariat.

" Inerefore, the RCP 1s unccmprﬁﬂiifﬂz in dewaggiugtagh&renga tghdvery
eyery atteapt to wesken the

procedure for disciplinery actions.

Besides other ztags of discipline, the Constitution provides for a
perfod of probatfon fn which the violators remain t{n the basic units with-

~ out vote. This 13 opposed to the policy of suspension because suspensdon

denfes that transformation can only take place in the conditions of con-
tinuing participation in and collective swmation of the class struggle,

- under the discipline and with the guidance of the Party.

f%i‘Thc RCP is the vanguard Party of the U.S. proletariat. Its unswerv-
ing stand 18 to sweep from 1ts ranks proven opportunists, enemy agents, de-
generates and anti-working class elaments, to prevent them from sabotaging

. . the'work of the Party and the struggle of the working class. In d01ng-to
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the Party strengthens ftself, and steels 1tself even further &5 an fron
fist, a weapon in the hands of the gproletariat.

Orgenizationsl F?“‘E‘i’%cfﬁ‘f &%

, The Constitution correcily refiscts the crganizational principlesz
of the Party of the proleterist, democratic centralism. Article Five in
thgzponstitutiaﬁ lays out what democratic centralism does in practics.

The priﬂcipie of dowocratic centralism and 1ts functioning {s ex-
tremely tmportant in connection with the basic orientstion of the Party--
that the Perty has no interests separete from those of the whole proletariat.

Uemacratic centralism 18 @ unity of opposites, It hes two aspects
democracy and centralisu, but one is generally principal, democracy. It {ﬁ
principal because ggghsourca of corpact ideas 1s the masses of people in

igen and within the Party, the cadre, who have the closest tles with

- ithes, fhis-cnnforms to the correct relationship between practice and theorye-
i that'you learn to know the world bg chaggtﬂg it. Democratic centraliem s the
form of organization that best ensbies the Party tuv be sble to forge ever
closer l1inks with the masses through struggle, and constantly deepen and &d-
vance 1ts understanding of how to achieve the historic wission of the prole~

tariat,

7 Releasing the initfative of cadre to ?a out among the masses &o carry
out the 1ine, and bring forward the new 1% also key in the entire Party be-

: ing able to keep the chain of knowledge and chain of comsand constantly ad-

= - 80 that when the Party.systematizes: these ldeas, .

= of opposites, one sspect

‘vancing. This 1s why 1t is stressed in Article Five that “Leading bodies

on all levels must constantly 1isten to the opinions of the masses, both

inside and outside of the Party, accept their supervision and encoursge

their criticism, Party members have the right to criticize leading bodies

or mambers of the Party at &11 Tavels and wake gropoxals to them." But

this alone, releasing the inftiative of cadre, bringing forward new ideas,

etc. 1s not enough. The process must be constant{i deependd at every lavel,

he genaral tdedlegicel and

political 1ine s &t & hf?hﬁr tnd more advanced level than before. The unity

A aying the basis for the other, keeps the gears in
motion so that there is constantly, "criticizing up, while carrying out down.*

% Democratic consultation combines the participation of the Party mem-
bership in selection and supervision of leadership with the broader overall
view of the proletariat as swummed up and systematized by teadership bodies.
While the Psrty branchas at all levels elect their lesdership, 1t 13 subject
to the acceptance by the next highest body. The rejection of leadership on
the next higher level is an extremely serious matter, and can only be done
on the basis of serious struggle with the lowar unit concarned. Democratic
centralism, functioning corvectly, keeps Party Vife vigorous, and, by having
the corract principles of organfzation, allows for the Party to becowe the

~1ron fist the proletarist needs to lesd 1t in smashing the bourgeoisie.

The Perty of the working class has now been founded on the besis of

& correct fdeological and political line based on the veliant struggle of
- -the working cless. The Party i3 the advanced, conscious detachment of -the
working class. To carry out 1ts goal of arming the masses with the correct

-
R
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i, to mobilize the masses &long the lines {n whic

.. fzed to carry on production, in which the workin

27" character as & class, and in which, after the seizure of state powsr, it
s best able to reorganize soclety. ‘

. that the Party 13 going to mobilize the masses in th

SR
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Tine to fight the class an&a¥; the entire wmaabership of the Party must
e

unite under the centralized darship of the Party as & whole. The
Party, inclyding 1tz lsadership, must be organized snd united to carry
out 1ts tasks, sweeping aside a1l vestiges of the pust such as federa-
tionism, departmentalism aud localism, which separate any section of the
Perty from the Party as & whola and tha proletariat and the broad magses,

Central Orgens

This section 1s fmportant in rafi&ct%ﬁ? how the Party as & whole
will be able to accewr1is. fts tasks. In Article Six, it makes cleer that
the highest body of the Party is the Central Committee betwsein Party Cone

': . gresses. The Central Cosmittee sets up various standing bodies to accom-
- Plish 1ts tasks efficientiy. The standing bodies, however, eve subordinate

to the Central Committee ay & whole, and exist only in order to better de-
velop 1ts work, Standing bodies cennot bind themselves in goeing into the

" Central Cosmittee (and swaller standing bodies cannot bind themsselves in
' g:ing into larger ones), except in metters of security, of course, because

s would have the effect of stifling discussion, establishing a bureau~

l- "; cratic hiararch{ and inhibiting rather than releasing the initlative of all
@

the cadre. While the standing bodfes are responsible and can make deci-
sfons between meetigﬂs of the CC, the CC s the higher body, and has the
task of developing the Party's general line and teésks. The sawe rinciple
AKplies to standing bodies, in relation to the gensral bodies that select
them as their standing bodies, on &1l levels, =

:”Q - Article Ten

. The Party of the proletarist must organize from the point of view
that its task 1s to turn every factory into a fortress of the proletariat.

: . To do this 1ts basfc units wmust be orﬁanixed along the lines that produc-

tion in society 1s organized end which reflect the basic contradiction in
socfety between socialized labor and private tgpropriuttnn. The Party has
th&{ are naturally organ-

class has its essential

A This aiso reflacts the way in which the work has to be organized
wmong the employed workers concentrated in large scale industry.

. Qur Party, whose roots have spontsneously'developed first along

23* the 1ines of geography, must reorganize its forces in a systematic way,
o c?ncontrgting in the industries most {mportant to the oversll class strug-

The point of a1l this s thet the proletariat 1s organized along

: the 1ines of production--where 1t works and struggles against class exploit-

ation, To unite with this struggle, to forge our 1inks with the masses in
their millfons, to release their revolutionary initiative, our Party must
be organized {n the heart of their strength and strug?1as‘ There s no way

eir millfons unless we
are right in there too.
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the tendency towards sesing oaly your own

Report on the Congtitutionst

This principle i¢ divectiy oppused to tha revislonist and sociel-
desocratic Tine of organizing & party along atectoral lines. It reflects
the difference batwaen buiiding Yor proletarien ravolution and atcoigda-
tion to capitaliem. It 1s @ key pert of the dividing line betwaen revolé-
tion &nd reformism, betwzen Marnism cnd revisionisu.

Articla Twilve

The tasks of branchss end thelr relation to the enified centralized
Perty structure 1s « kay point of the Constitution,

hg basic units should swm up the situation seom the masyes, col-
lectively discuss the duvelopuent of tha work, have political education
which ties theory to prectice in a Tiving way based on comson knowledge of
the most {uportant work the wanbers are engaged in (the work in the factor-
fes, fields, etc.) as well as the wajor events in the country and the worid

. amd the main ?u@stieﬁ% facing the Party and the working class as & whole.
~ They should d :
~ masses arcund these campaigns.

scuss Party cumpaigns end the correct methods for wobilizing

In all this, education around the overall 1declogical and political
1ine of the Party must gulde the work., The basic units sust constantly edu-
cete their members concerning the general 1ise of the Party. Hot g;&sping
tg;‘gnnaral 1ine leads to narrownsss and pragmatism, concern only for the
1 fate tasks confronting the unit in & ﬁ&rtfcuiar plant or unlon, etc.,

ranch and not the whole Partye.
only your win industry and not tha whole class. '

CONCLUSION TO REPORT ON CONSTITUTIGH

Comrades:

, The Revolutionary Commuaist Party of the U.S. working class has been
founded with a correct 1ine and Prograsme. This 18 & victory for our class
&nd @ product of 1ts strugygle. Our 1declogical, political and crganixﬁtionaf
Tine reflect the strength and advences of our class.

- We are confident of the future,
| Let our Party, under the lesdership of the Central Committee, together

uith the masses of workers in thelr eillions, move forward toward the goal of
revolution, socfalise and cosmunism! :



