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REVIEW OF THE MONTH

Tentative Conclusions on Primary Elections. Further Mass Trend to Demo
cratic Front Inadequately Expressed. Organization of Progressive Forces for
United Action Is Key Problem. Farmers and Middle Classes Claim Atten
tion. Break Reactionary Political Machines in the South. Republican
"Liberal" Face in Ohio. Who Attacks American Labor Party for "Un

principled" Policy? Power and Principles. The Line of the Democratic
Front. Girdler, Sokolsky and Lovestone Conspire Against the Unity of
the C.I.O. A Calculated Move to Split Labor on the Eve of Elections

and Wage Cut Attack. Be on Guard Against Splitters. Mexican Reply
to Secretary Hull Offers Basis for Settlement. What Do Oil Monop
olies Want? Fascist Bloc in Latin America. Trotskyism Seeks to
Entangle Mexico with Fascist Bloc. Japanese Militarists Are Draw
ing Japan into War with Soviet Union. Our Nineteenth
Anniversary.

Results of primary elections thus
far justify certain tentative con
clusions regarding current trends in

political realignment. The tendency
in some circles to see in the outcome

of the primary contests. Republican
and Democratic, nothing more than
victories of political machines is too
superficial a judgment to merit serious
consideration. The fact that, as a

rule, the reactionary forces in both

major parties had at their disposal
pdwerfully entrenched political ma
chines and that contrariwise the pro-,
gressive forces are still displaying in
sufficient unity and organization, this
fact undoubtedly •explains why the
primaries have not registered more
adequately and fully the evident

political activities of labor, especially
where C.I.O. and A. F. of L. imions

support the same candidate, have in
variably decided the primary contest
in favor ^J the progressive candidate.
Particui^rly illuminating are the
results of the Democratic primaries in
such places as Ohio, Kentucky and, to
a certain degree, Texas.
Ohio is a major industrial state,
with a large working class, a relatively
strong trade union movement, and
considerable C.I.O. influence. It is

also.^.rnajor agricultural state, with a

considerable farm population. Most of
the towns of Ohio are dominated by
one or two of these m^jor industries
—steel, rubber, auto, coal. As a result,

trend among the masses to rally

the numerous middle c^ass of these
towns, while drawn to labor by vari

around the banners of progress and

ous common interests of an economic

democracy. But the trend itself is un

and political nature, is under contin
ual and terrific pressure from the re

mistakable. It is moving in larger

volume and further away fron^I^ actionary corporations which control
reactionaries and closer to the camp
of progress. Moreover, the organized

the major local industries. We had
more than a glimpse of this reaction-
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ary pressure during the strike in "Lit

with the fully united labor movement,

tle Steel," the details of which are

having closer organized ties with the

only now being unfolded liy the Sen

farmers and middle classes as well as

ate Civil Liberties Committee. This

firmer relations with the progressives
in the Democratic Party, Davey could
have been defeated by a truly sweep
ing majority.

strike, and the class line-up in Ohio
resulting from it, naturally had to
find expression in the primaries. And
how did it express itself?
Take the results in the Democratic

primaries. In the gubernatorial con
test in Ohio, Sawyer defeated Davey
by a margin of about 30,000. Davey

A more detailed lamination of the

election figures-of both the guberna
torial and senatorial contests in the

corporations and arch-enemy of the
C.I.O. and of labor generally, this

Democratic primaries of Ohio will
disclose some very instructive things.
Davey received 419,095 votes whereas
his senatorial mate, former governor
White, received only 199,716 votes.

man Davey was defeated, the nomina

On the face of it, this would show that

the anti-New Dealer, the tool of the

tion going to Sawyer who was sup

the reactionary camp not only sought
ported by the C.I.O., by Labor's Non- but actually achieved a high degree
Partisan League, by sections of the A. of concentration around Davey, partly
F. of L. and Railroad Brotherhoods,

neglecting the senatorial candidate.

and by the progressive Democrats.

It would also bear out the chatgie

This victory, even though by a rela-

there are still plenty of such preju

made against the Davey machine of
terrorizing recipients of social insur
ance into voting for Davey.
This terror was evidently sufficient
to force many people to vote for
Davey, but it failed to move them to
vote for White. Many of them did not

dices. He exploited to the full all the
pre^ure power of the governor's office

vote for senatorial candidates at all
while others casts their votes for Bulk-

.lively narrow margin, is of the great
est significance. Davey has tried reck

lessly to capitalize on all^e preju
dices of the middle classes and farm

ers against labor and the C.I.O. And

and of an entrenched political ma
chine. He enjoyed the advantage of

ley. On the other hand, in the pro
gressive camp we find that, while
Sawyer, candidate for Governor, re

not having been publicly rebuked by
the President. His progressive oppo ceived 449,324 votes, Bulkley, candi
nent,Sawyer,stepped into the primary date for the Senate, received 523,715
fight belatedly and subsequently votes. This also would, on the face
carried on a far from aggressive cam of it, indicate two things. The pro
paign to rally the masses on a true
democratic front platform. Labor it

gressive forces did not achieve as
much concentration around thpir
gubernatorial candidate as the reac

self carried on considerable activity
to defeat Davey but far from adequate tionaries and that a large number of
and its ranks were not fully united people Voting for Bulkley (74,391)
because of some reactionary ofiScials did not vote for Sawyer. Why didn't
of the A.F. of L. And yet—Davey was
defeated. It is clear, therefore, that

they?

It is tni^ of course, that Bulkley

r
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had the advantage of the President's were they allowed to exercise their

public approval which Sawyer did not institutional rights, would have
have. It is also true that Sawyer had swelled the Barkley majority consider
to overcome the special reactionary

concentration in support of Davey as

well as the anti-C.I.O. issue raised by

ably. This raises once more the gen
eral question of abolishing all voting
discriminations, especially in the

the monopolies, which was not the
case with Bulkley, not to the same ex

South. One must not rest content with

tent. Yet it is safe to assume that the

and that Barkley's nomination actual

74»39i people who made up the mar
gin by which Bulkley ran ahead of
Sawyer were generally supporters of
the New Deal. This means that, in

ly spells election in November. Chan

the fact that Chandler was defeated

dler's machine Was not broken; it was

not even seriously impaired, if at all.
And so long as this machine exists,

their bulk, they should be in sym

having as it does strong alliances witli

pathy with labor and with the C.I.O.

Wall Street pro-fascist fin^ce capital

And if, notwithstanding, they failed

and with similar reactionary ma
chines in Virginia (Byrd), in Georgia
(George), in Maryland (Tydings),
just so long will neither Kentucky nor

to vote for Sawyer, this would indicate
that there is still much work to be
done, between now and final election

day in November, to improve the rela

the South as a whole be safe for

tions between the workers, on the one

progress and democracy (with a small

hand, and the farmers and middle
classes, on the other. It would indicate

"d").
President Roosevelt called the South

that much has to be done during this
period to achieve a laigjer unity of
action of labor itself, and to strength
en labor's ties with the progressive
forces in the Democratic Party. And
finally that the independent political

the nation's economic problem num

niediately confronts political obstacles

ot^anizations of the masses have to be

in the South whose source runs down

keyed up to a real mass campaign of
political education and oiganization
in order to insure victory in Novem

Street. These political obstacles in the

ber. ^

_

—

The majority of 70,785 votes by
which Senator Barkley defeated Gov

ber one. That is true, of course, even

in a deeper sense than is generally
conceived. But the solution of this

problem, which is a national one, im-

to the reactionary monopolies in Wall
-

South (some of them, at least), are the
entrenched reactionary political ma
chines in the Democratic Party. To
solve the nation's number one eco

ernor "Chandler for the Democratic
Senatorial nomination is another in

nomic problem—the South—means to
remove thesp obstacles, to break th^se

dicator of the general mass trend away
from reaction, even when it pays lip
service to the New Deal. The impor

reactionary political machines, to en
franchise and give full democracy to
the toiling masses of the South, black

tant thing to rem^ber in the Ken

and white. Because without the active

tucky primaries is the large number

participation of these Southern masses

of disfranchised.,(by-poll taxes and the problem cannot be solved. More
otherwise) whites and Negroes who. over, so long as the white and Negro
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masses of-the South are not reestab

carried went against me. They were

lished in their democratic rights and

the precincts afraid of the C.I.O. Near
ly all the precincts usually carried by

their

economic standards

are

not

raised to a decent level, just so long
will the South remain a danger point
for democracy and progress, just so

the machine went for me—the under

long will it remain easy picking

terrorism and intimidation. Besides,

privileged ones." And these would
have made a majority. But there were

grounds for pro-fascist adventurers "I had no organization and their po
and monopoly exploitation. Only with litical machine was working with
the help of the masses can the reac Hague-like precision." Here, perhaps,
tionary machines in the Democratic is the crux of the story. Maverick had
no organization to rally the majority
Party of the South be broken.
This is the job of the democratic of the people behind him and to bring
and progressive camp of the country their votes to the primary elections.
as a whole and of the South in par He calls it lack of.organization. It is
ticular. Barkley's victory makes the more correct to say: lack of an organ
job easier. It paves the way for its ized common'democratic front, which
accomplishment as did the earlier may be the result of insufficiently clear
victory of Senator Pepper in Florida. realization that such a democratic
But the job still remains and it has front is necessary.
Compare Maverick's experiences
to be tackled at once. The fact that
labor, through the C.I.O., which was with the victory of Jerry O'Connell
seconded in this case by the A. F. of in Montana. Maverick was facing a
L., played such a decisive part in in powerful and ruthless reactionary ma
suring the victory of Barkley, this fact chine in the Democratic Party. No

should enable all progressive forces to doubt about it. O'Connell was facing
proceed more confidently toward the (and still faces) just as powerful and
accomplishment of a true people's

ruthless a reactionary machine, backed

democratic front in the South.

by powerful monopolies, and headed

"As to the primaries in Texas, espe
cially instructive are the circumstances
of the defeat of the progressive Rep
resentative, Maury Maverick. He was

by

a

renegade

liberal.

Senator

Wheeler. This latter circumstance,

secure renomination to Congress.

meaning the past liberal traditions of
Wheeler, made his present reaction
ary machine even more formidable
and dangerous. But to compensate for
that, Jerry O'Connell had oiganiza-

He has tried himself to draw cer
tain lessons from his defeat. He sees

tion. But what do we mean by organ
ization? He had the united and organ

defeated by his reactionary opponent
by only 475 votes and thus failed to

correctly that his defeat was not ized support of labor and.j3l the
brought about by the people. Despite progressive -forces generally. These
all intimidation and slander and forces carried on an organized mass
studied refusal by the reactionaries to struggle against the Wheeler machine
face the real issues, the people voted and in support of O'Connell. He had
for Maverick. He says: "All the silk- something which approaches a demo
stocking precincts which I usually cratic front and so, despite all diffi-

9
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culties, he had won in the prixnaries. the mandate. This is the way of. the
Maverick is right, of course, in democratic front in the building of
urging all liberals to "get rid of politi which the organizations of the Com
cal machines. Democratic and Repub munist Party throughout the country
lican, wherever they are." But to ac participate most actively and ener
complish this end, one needs the unity getically. All we can desire is more

of the democratic and progressive and broader activity along this main
forces. And this really is the chief line.
•
•
•
lesson from all primary elections. This
is the lesson which the progressive
A s TO the Republican primaries, it is
forces of the State of Washington are ,/\the outcome of the Senatorial con
learning to great advantage as can be test in Ohio that, taken with the
seen from their successes at the recent earlier results in Pennsylvania and
state convention of the Democratic

Minnesota, indicate certain trends

Party which condemned the anti-New

among the Republican voters. While
the majority of the Republicans in

Deal administration of the Democratic

Governor Martin, formulated a truly

progressive platform and prepared to
elect genuine progressive candidates.
This is the lesson—unity of the pro
gressive forces and labor's initiative
to bring it about—which must be ap
plied between now and November to
defeat reaction in the elections and to

Pennsylvania voted for James, an open
reactionary, a powerful minority sup

ported Pinchot, in the apparent belief
that the latter was a liberal and pro
gressive. In Minnesota, the bulk of the
Republican vote went to Stassen who

claims to be more liberal and pro
gressive than the Farmer-Labor Gov

strengthen the camp of progress.
ernor Benson. In Ohio, the Senatorial
Very appropriately and correctly, nomination was won by Taft as
John L. Lewis spoke on the results of against Judge Day.
the Ohio and Kentucky primaries as
On Taft's political coloration. The
follows:

Herald Tribune has this to say:

"The defeat of Governor Davey and the
nomination of Senator Barkley in Kentucky
constitute a complete vindication of the pro

"While he accepts many of the objectives of
the New Deal, he has been devastating in his
analysis and condemnation of the methods

gressive policies of the C.I.O. and Labor's

used by the present administration to achieve

Non-Partisan League. These organizations can
achieve--real ■ unity among all "pio^essTve
forces to elect candidates to public office who
will represent the people against the greed
and-autocratic privileges of such corporations

its avowed purpose." (August ii.)
In Other words, a liberal face to

Republican Party. The same as Stassen

as Republic Steel." {The New York Times,

in Minn^ota where, by the way, seri

August II.)

We wish to underscore especially

ous friction is already developing in
the Republican Party between the ad

this thought in Lewis' statement: it is

herents of the "liberal face" tactic and

that the C.I.O. and Labor's Non-Par-

those (like Nelson) who believe in a

tisan League see their main task at

tactic of open reaction. But here we

cover the reactionary substance of the

the present time tqj'qchieve real unity

are interested, not in the maneuvers

among all pr^gfessive forces." This is

of the high command, but in the at-
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saints of pure principle of Tammany.
But these are not the only accusers.
The
Socialist Party and Norman
farmers, middle classes, and sections
Thomas,
drawing inspiration from the
of workers. And on this point it can
titudes of ihe mass of the voters,

among whom are large numbers of
be safely stated, on the basis of the

Republican primaries to date, that the
traditional Republican Party follow,-

Trotsky-Lovestone agents of fascism,
are also on the accusing end. So is the
old debaucher and political corrupter

ing among the masses (as opposed to of the Jewish masses of this country,
the monopoli^ and their hangers-on) Abe Cahan, editor of the Jewish Daily
inclines generally in a liberal and pro Forward. And the state committee of

gressive direction.And it is the task of
the democratic front forces, between
now and November, to win a substan

tial part of this Republican following
to the genuine positions of progress as

against the fraudulent liberal face
used as a tactic by the reactionary Republican^Party.

the New York Socialist Party has even
been provoked to "break ofE" nego
tiations with the A.L.P. although it
still remains to be proven that there

were any negotiations to break.
Last but not least, belonging to a
category by itself, is The New York
Times. Commenting on the agreement
between the A.L.P. and certain sec

STRANGE happenings are taking
place nowadays. It will be recalled
that following the Tenth Convention

tions of the Republicans to support
each another's candidates for a num
ber of state office's, the Times ends in
wonderment and lamentation at the

of the Communist Party, almost the lack of "principle" on both sides. It
entire capitalist press of the country, says:
including Hearst, rushed to the "de
"The cold-blooded political deal is, of
fense" of Lenin and Leninism

as

against the "abandonment" of Lenin
ism by the Communist Party. It was a
sight, to watch: Hearst-Trotsky-Love-

course, the whole point of<the affair. It may
pay the hoped-for dividends. But it reveals
both factions as less interested in principle
than in power." (July go.)

championing true Communism in op

"Principle and Power." We suppose
The New York Times would be per

position to the "opportunism" of the

fectly satisfied to have the A.L.P. and

Communist Party.

all progressives hold on to principle

Something similar is happening now
to the American Labor Party in New

while the monopolies and reaction
hold the power. Well, such a division

stone (or Hitler-Mussolini-Mikado)

York. Not the same"^ thing, to be sure, of holdings does not exactly appeal
but something on the same order. The

to us. And, although we are not au

American Labor Party (A.L.P.) is be- thorized to speak for the A.L.P. and do
, ing denounced as an unprincipled

not intend to, yet we venture.40'-say

gang of political bargainers and com

that such a-division of social functions

promisers. And who do you think is
making the accusation? Tammany

could not appeal to the A.L.P. dther.
To our way of thinking, the A.L.P.

Hall. Yes, dear reader, the accusation

and the whole camp of democracy

against the A.L.P. is made by the

need

principle and power. We

-1'

m
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tise the principles to gain power and

we use the power to realize the prin
ciples. A sort of dialectical relation

is also evident that in this way the
A.L.P. is exerting most effective pres
sure towards the end that the state

ticket of the Democratic Party shall

ship.
As to the merits of the issue itself, it

not be dictated by Tammany but shall

is quite evident that the election poli

be truly progressive and democratic.

This is the only policy of principle
tical working out of the policy of the for the A.L.P. to puisue-the principle

cies of the A.L.P. are in fact the.prac

of working (4ass independent political
action, the policy of working dass in
itiative
in rallying all progressive
ership of the A.L.P., even those who

democratic front against reaction.
This is not to say that the entire lead

initiated the "coalition" proposals, are
consciously following the policy of the
democratic front, or that they are in
favor of this policy. No, that is not

necessarily so. But it does mean that
the so-called "coalition" policy as-de

veloped by the A.L.P. in these elec
tions, similarly to its policy in the last
LaGuardia elections, tends to promote

the political realignment of the
masses on the side of progress and

democracy, tends to facilitate the

break-up of the reactionary machines
in,the Democratic as well w Republi

forces in a common democratic front

ag[ainst reaction and fasdsm.
•

•

•

GIRDI.ER the murderer, who is now
being exposed by the Senate Civil
Liberties Committee as one of the
most sinister forces in American life,

pretends to be very much concerned
with what he terms "communistic in
fluences in the C.I.O." It is this "con

cern" of Girdler, not with communist
influence but with the C.I.O. as such
whose members he has been murder

ing in cold blood—it is this "concern"
strengthen the fight against reaction of Girdler (and Ford, and General
Motors) that has to be examined very
in New York State as well as national
thoroughly
if we wish to find the true
ly. We are speaking here, not of every
origin
of
the
splitting activities of the
detail of action, but of the general
can Parties, and

helps thus to

political line of the A.L.P., which is

Lovestone-Martin crowd in auto and

of similar splitting moves against the
It is a fact, already evident to every C.I.O. in a couple of other points.

the decisive thing.

unprejudiced observer, that the A.L.P.

policyof CSllaboratioh'with tfiepro"gressive forces in both major parties
,offeri the maximum possible electoral
gains to the A.L.P. as such as well as
to the progressive elements in the
major parties. This policy has already

helped the New Deal elements in the
Democratic Party to come forward
more aggressively against the reaction
aries. The same is true of the pro

gressives in^ the'RSptiblican Party. It

The World-Telegram (August 9)
calls to the attention of its readers the
treacherous series of artides against
the C.I.O. which that paper carried

last Janqi^, a series by Benjamin
Stolberg syritten no doubt under the
inspiration'of the notorious Sokolsky
and Lovestone (read: the National

Manufacturers' Association). Calling
this series of artides to our attention,

it says:

"Current news dispatches firom the auto-
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mobile country and from the Pacific Coast
indicate that Mr. Stolberg knew what he was
writing about. Troubles that were simmering
when Mr. Stolberg was writing have now

tion of Manufacturers via Sokolsky,
Stolberg and Lovestone. Second, anti-

When The World-Telegram intro
duces Mr. Stolberg again and in this

New Deal Democrats and reactionary
Republicans, the pro-fascist forces in
politics which are seeking for victory
in the coming elections. Third, the
Ryan-Frey-Green forces in the A. F. of

fashion and at this time, one can't

L. Fourth, certain Social-Democrats

help, but feel that Girdler & Co. must
have had'a good deal to do first with
the "simmering" and now with the
"boiling."
It would seem that attempts are
being made from various sides to
bring to a head splitting maneuvers

(O'Neal, Cahan) and their collabora
tors in the ladies' garment union.
Fifth, the Trotsky-Lovestone agents of
fascism and their stooges (Martin).

come to a boil."

And, sixth, miscellaneous outfits in

which • the New York Post occupies
some sort of a special position.

against the C.I.O. and against labor

A mere listing of these splitting

as a whole, maneuvers which have

forces suffices for the moment to see

been carried on unsuccessfully for a

where the dangers come from and how
to guard against them.

considerable period of time. The
World-Telegram refers to the auto
country and to the Pacific Coast. Yes

The important question is: why did
these forces choose this particular time

(we will add), and also the attempt to bring to a head their splitting
of hostile and outside forces (Ryan
of the A. F. of L., the New York Post

maneuvers? Remembering that we are
dealing here with one of the manifes

and the Telegram itself) to whip up

tations of the offensive of finance capi

divisions and struggle in the National

tal in the present crisis, the following
Maritime Union. Finally, also the will help us arrive at a more detailed
fresh crop of "rumors" by the capital explanation of why reaction seeks es
ist press that the International Ladies

pecially at this time to bring to a boil

Garment Workers' Union is contem

ing point (as the Telegram suggests)

plating some sort of a move against the tendencies of division in the ranks
the C.I.O. and the barrage of attack of labor as against the growing forces

against the American Labor Party.
of unity. This explanation is:
From all this one is bound to get
a. To prepare the ground for wage
the impression of a calculated and

cut attacks (in auto, steel, railroad

-planned move by enemies of labor to

and generally) by intensifying the di

intensify the divisions between the

visions between the A.F. of L. and the

C.I.O. and A. F. of L., to precipitate C.I.O. and by attempting to split the
internal struggle and perhaps splits in unions of the C.I.O.
the C.I.O. itself and thus to weaken

b. To pave the way for sharper at

the camp of progress generally. From

tacks on the Wagner Act and on the
National Labor Relations Board in

what source are these criminal at
tempts coming?
First, of course, the Girdlers, Fords
and Morgans: the National Associa

the coming session of Congress, mak
ing it an issue in the elections,

justifying such attacks by referring
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to "strife in the ranks of labor."

Lovestone, Frey of the A. F. of L. has

c. To divide labor in the elections

already given a performance before

and thus to prevent the coming to
gether of the progressive forces into a
common democratic front with the

the Dies committee against the C.I.O.

To every unprejudiced person it

should be clear % now that the Com

aim of defeating progressive and New

munist Party seeks no control whatso

Deal candidates.

ever in the trade unions. The Party is

Note this: The stafiE correspondent
of the Herald Tribune (reactionary
Republican mouthpiece), writing from
Detroit (on August g) on the situa
tion in the auto union, begins his

interested solely in seeing the unions

story like this:

cratic and progressive measures for

"The C.I.O/S chances of reelecting Frank

grow strong and united, able t^ pro
tect the interests of their members

and of the workers generally, and giv

ing wholehearted support to all demo
improving the lot of the American

people. The Communist Party prin

Murphy Governor of Michigan appear to be
seriously jeopardized by the internal strife in

ciples favor a labor movement strong

the United Automobile Workers Union.

and enlightened enough to take the

"An open break between Homer Martin,
UA.W. president, and the C.I.O.'s political

initiative and, in time, leadership in

organization. Labor's Non-Partisan League,

was imminent today despite the fact that
Martin is the League's state chairman.
"Martin's followers already have taken this

step in Illinois, where they have organized
the Illinois Labor Party to compete with the
Non-Partisan League." (August lo.)

Disregarding his tendentious way of
saying it, this correspondent relates
true facts. And these show precisely
that we are dealing here with a move
of reaction to defeat New Deal and

progressive candidates in the elections,
not only in Michigan but everywhere.
d. To prepare the ground for the

defense of American democracy in a

broad people's democratic front.'
The Communist Party is a working
class party and a party of workers.
These naturally belong to trade

, unions and there they exert them
selves to make the unions stronger,

more united and more consciously

progressive. Naturally, z^in, the
members of the unions appreciate
the constructive work of their Com
munist brothers and elect them to va
rious offices. And these Communists,

by general agreement, make mighty
fine trade union leaders. This is all

Dies -investigation which apparently, there is to the Girdler and Martin as
starting out as.a committee4o investi sertions about "communistic influ
gate un-American activities, is pushed ences." If you want to abolish these
to launch a smearing expedition, "influences," Mr. Girdler (and Frey),
branding all opponents of reaction as you will have to think of abolishing
"Reds." This is part of the secret of the working class from which we
why Girdler and his stooges are again
raising the cry of "communistic in
fluences"—to give Dies an excuse "to

come. Aiid this—not even fascism will
accomplish for you.

investigate.". This—and a desire to

the Communist Party has a twofold

The Girdler-Martin-Frey attack on

cover up their crimes and treacheries

motivation, as is well known from all

against the people.,j^isted by Martin-

previous Red-baiting campaigns. First
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is the aim to isolate the staunchest

the New Deal and with the progressive

supporters of unity in the labor move

ment and in the democratic camp gen
erally: and, second, in doing so, to

forces of the farmers and middle
classes. The idea was that if the C.I.O.
could be moved to break with the

break the labor movement and to pre
vent the coming together of the grow

democratic camp of the country the

ing democratic front. We have seen it
work and fail in the Gerson case in

New York only recently. We have seen

road would be cleared for a reaction

ary victory in the government and,fol
lowing that, for the destruction not
only of the C.I.O. unions but of all

its operation in the so-called anti-

unions, including the A. F. of L. Nat
Comintem pact of Germany, Japan urally, this wild strategy could not
and Italy whereby the fascist brigands, work and did not work. Instead, the
under the doak of combatting Com C.I.O. proceeded even more firmly on
munism, are advancing to conquer the road of progress and labor unity.
Spain, China, Czechoslovakia, Latin
As this fact began to sink into the

America and the world—if their plans minds of the reactionary monopolies,
work out, which they will not, for the

with the coming of the economic crisis

working dass of the world has not yet and the approaching elections, reac
spoken its last word.

tion began turning to a different

So, this is the fascist trick: plunge a scheme of tackling the C.I.O. And
knife into the heart of labor and the

tackle the C.I.O. they must because

democratic front by attacking the the C./.O. is the most basic force in
Communist Party. And, at this mo

the camp of progress, liberalism and

ment, the reactionary aim seems to be

democracy.-As long as the strength of
the C.I.O., its unity, remains unim
paired, reaction cannot hope for any

especially the C.I.O., which they seek

to weaken and split. It can be said
confidently that pro-fascist reaction is really serious advance. Hence, reaction

today seeking nothing less than a split and its stooges (Martin, Lovestone,
in the C.I.O,

,

Recall some recent history.
When the C.I.O. first made its ap
pearance, the monopolies met it with
machine guns and tear gas. But this

etc.), began to undermine the unity
and cohesion of the C.I.O., trying to
blow it up from within. One can trace

the beginnings of this reactionary
orientation to the time of the in

did not stop the advance of the C.I.O. famous articles of Stolberg in the

On the contrary. Through the mar Scripps-Howard press. The trick was
tyred bodies of its loyal and brave to use fake radicals and liberals and
members, killed by the.Girdlers, the

renegade Communists {Wheeler, Stol

C.I.O. marched forward, becoming a berg, Lovestone) to initiate the move.
powerful and decisive force for the

It is this conspiracy to break the unity

well being, progress and demoo^cy of of the C.I.O. that pro-fascist reaction
the American people. It proved itself
so in the industries, in politics, and in

the general life of the nation. Seeing

is now trying to bring-to a head, to the
point of "boiling."
That Girdler and Co. will now fail,

this, the reactionaries tried to "win
Over" the C.I.O., to make it break with

as they failed with their machine guns
and tear gas, as finance capital failed
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with its "wooing" of the C.I.O., goes

without saying. But they can do dam
age to the unity of the C.I.O. Momen
tarily, that may have bad conse

quences for the democratic camp in
the coming elections. Therefore—
Unmask the forces which are seek
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it may look so, but it isn't.
One reason for this is given by the

reply of the Mexican government. It
is, first, that there is no basis whatever
in international law for Secretary Hull

to propose arbitration of American
compensation claims, inasmuch as

ing to split labor and are atacking

American-owned land was >expropri-

the unity of the C.I.O. Put the widest
masses on guard against these pro-

ated as part of a general land reform,

fascist forces and their agents.
Let these slogans become the watch

and not for the benefit of a few. Does
that mean that the Mexican govern
ment refuses to indemnify those ex

word of every working class family
and of every honest progressive and

propriated American landowners who

liberal (not to confuse with The New

does not mean that. The Mexican

York Post and World-Telegram):

note says:

For the unity of labor. For united
action between the A.F. of L.and the
C.I.O. For the unity of the C.I.O. and

"Nevertheless, Mexico admits, in obedience
to her own laws, that she is bound to make

its affiliated unions at all cost. For the

Mexico maintains in the premises, upheld by

are entitled to compensation? No, it

adequate indemnification; but the doctrine

unity of labor with the farmers and

the most authoritative opinions of writers on

middle classes and Negro people in a

international law, is that the time and man

common democratic front. For the

ner of such payment should be determined
by her own laws."

unity of all progressive and liberal
forces in the coming elections.

On this basis, the Mexican govern

ment makes the following proposal to

T'he Mexican reply to Secretary

Secretary Hull:

"... to name a representative Who, together
' Hull's note (August 3), is a reply with the representative whom my govern
of a true good neighbor. Honest, ment will designate, will fix, within a short
straightforward and offering a fair period, the value of the properties affected
basis for the settlement of whatever

and the manner of paying it."

claims to compensation expropriated
American landowners may have upon

in getting compensation for the land

the Mexican government. The Roose

claims, and does not have any other

velt administration can do nothing
better for America and for its good
neighbor"policy generally than to ac

accept the Mexican offer as a fair basis

If Secretary Hull is really interested

motives in niind, then he is bound to
of settlement.

cept the Mexican offer as a basis for

The trouble,V however, is that the

settling its land claims.
Some people "innocently" ask:
why didn't President Cardenas

State Departmerit, pressed by the oil
monopolies, may have something else
in mind. And the Herald Tribune

accept Hull's proposal to arbitrate? obligingly raises the curtain which
Isn't this a fcdr proposition? Well, obscures these other motives. It says:
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"Secretary Hull's note found its chief sig
nificance as the entering wedge of an adjust
ment of the larger oil problem. The small

landowners for whom it spoke are more ne
cessitous and more popular clients than the
great oil companies; their claims are far less
onerous for Mexico than those in respect to

the oil properties, and less heavily charged
with/the emotional issues of political domi
nance...." (August 5.)

And here comes the real crux of

forces of the country, unfortunately,
are still concerning themselves all too
little with influencing the actions of
the American government in accord '

with a genuine policy of the good
neighbor.

Thus, for example, we find in a
story of a Washington correspondent
of the World-Telegram (August 10)
that:

the thing:
"Secretary Hull will, it seems most prob
"Once an international tribunal had up

able here, lay down a clean-cut definition of

held the principle of payment upon expro
priation in this case [land cases], it would
have provided both the State Department
and the oil companies with some measure of

international law which Mexico cannot resist.
Already he has received assurance from

protection against a wave of confiscation by
other countries." (Ibid.)

note—that all the other ^od neighbors stand
behind him in isolating Mexico."

practically every other Latin American country-carefully sounded out before he sent his

In other words, Hull was trying to

"Isolating Mexico"—that has an

force the Mexican government to ar
bitrate the relatively small American

ominous sound. One need not take as

land claims in order to commit the
Mexicans to arbitration of the

gospel truth every word of this story.
Secretary Hull may be doing no such
thing as trying to align the United
States with the pro-fascist elements in

"clauns" of the American oil monopo
lies. This is the interpretation of the

Latin America to isolate Mexico. But

Herald Tribune. Whether or not Sec

even when taken as rumor, such

retary Hull had this precisely in mind, stories are disturbing especially as the
the objective effect of his arbitration oil monopolies are no doubt pressing
proposal, which looks so innocent and

for such a policy and as there may be

fair, was exactly to open a wedge for in the State Department elements
"arbitrating" the claims of the oil
monopolies.

favoring it.

Hull is concerned with the small
American landowners, and does not
seek to foist upon Mexico the rule oif

bloc in Europe backs Mexico."
is quite true (and we were the first

the British and American oil monopo

ones to point that out) that the fascist

^The same correspondent even sug
Therefore, we repeat: if Secretary gests that "Internationally the fascist
Now,this is a serious proposition. It

lies, he can easily and safely accept

bloc will seek to utilize the differences

the Mexican offer as a basis.

between Mexico and America (and

However, we are not all sure that

Mexico and England) in order to en

this will be done. On the contrary, mesh Mexico into the.nets of fascist
there are disturbing signs all around, intrigue against the democratic coun

pointing to increasing reactionary tries, especially against the United
pressure upon the government for States. And this is exactly what the
"firm" action. And the progressive fascist bloc is doing day by day: eco-
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nomically, politically and in every tacks by Japanese troops on Soviet
other way. Most important from this territory? Will it be willing and able

angle are the increasing activities of
Trotsky jointly with the espionage
machines of the Hitler-Mussolini-Japa

"to curb its militarists who, on more

than one occasion already, have with

the aid of similar provocations, drawn

Japan into war with its neighbors"?
{Pravda, August 8.) By recalling how
that Trotsky and his agents are trying the Japanese militarists, by provoca

nese bloc, in Mexico and all other
Latin American countries. It is clear

to steer Mexico into entanglements
with the fascist bloc. But just because
this is so, the American people must

tive "incidents," had drawn Japan
into war with China, we will best-un

be doubly insistent that the State De

necessary.

derstand why such guarantees are

partment does nothing to help the

An interesting sidelight on the situ

fascists in their game. What is needed

ation is thrown by the question of the

is not the isolation of Mexico but the

border commission. For years past the

isolation of the pro-fascist forces of Soviet government has been urging
Mexico and of the whole of Latin

upon Japan the appointment of a

America. And this means a true good
neighbor policy. And, most immedi

joint bonier commission to redemarcate the disputed parts of the frontier.

ately, it means the acceptance of the

Not that there was any doubt where

Mexican reply as a basis for settlement
of the American land compensation

the frontier lies; formal treaties be
tween China and Russia have clearly

claims.

established that frontier. But in the

IT REMAINS to be Seen whether the

face of constant Japanese incursions
into Soviet territory, and in accord
with Soviet policy to settle differences

lesson administered the Japanese

by peaceful means, the Soviet govern

fascist-military clique by the Soviet

ment urged a joint commission which

government will have a sobering effect
upon the imperialist circles of Japan.

could reestablish the frontier mark

ings. But the Japanese militarists

It also remains to be seen whether the

would not accept that offer. They

Japanese government is able and will

could not reject outright the offer of

ing to compel its Kwantung and

a commision but insisted that Japan

Korean-armies to respect the existing should have a representation of twoSoyieJiManchuriait frontierT At any thirds on that commission (one for
rate, the Japanese government has Japan and one for its puppet Mancommitted itself to the Litvinov pro chukuo) as against one-third for the

posal that "both Soviet and Japanese Soviet Union. This, of course, thie
forces shall remain in positions that latter did not accept And so the thing
they occupied on August lo at mid
night."

was hanging fire.

Now, the Soviet government ad

However, the big question still re

vanced a proposal which a govern

mains. Will the japanees government

ment desiring peace with its neigh

provide clear and concise guarantees bors would accept without hesitation.
that there will.be n&irepetition of at It was this:
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"For redemarcation of the disputed sector
of the frontier there shall be formed a mixed

commission of two representatives of the

U^^.R. and two from the Japanese-Manchurian side, with an arbiter chosen by
agreement of both sides who is a citizen of a

third country."

But the Japanese Ambassador in
Moscow to whom Litvinov made this

proposal rejected the arbitration idea.
Why? Wasn't Litvinov a thousand

times right when he told the Japanese
Ambassador that:

.. the presence on the commission of a

disinterested and impartial arbiter would be

the best guarantee of reaching agreement on
redemarcation."

COMMUNISTS, and friends of our
Party generally, are celebrating
this month the nineteenth anniversary

of the founding of the Communist
Party of the United States. Our greet
ings and congratulations to all of
them.

Such anniversaries are always the
occasion for bringing to the masses the
vanguard role of our Party in the
progress and advancement of our class

and people; the rich history of our
Party as the most consistent champion
of the interests and needs of the
masses, as their advanced detachment

who always .shows the way forward
and takes the heaviest blows from the

r

Wasn't Litvinov right? But the Jap enemies of the people. It is usually
anese government is apparently un

the occasion for more intensive build

willing (or is it unable?) to give guar

ing of the Party organizations and the
Party's press. So it is this year.

antees that a peaceful settlement and
agreement will actually be reached.

With this addition, however. This

time our responsibilities for helping
the people to move forward—through

That has to be kept in mind in any
evaluation of future perspectives.
Whatever the future may hold in the common democratic front—are
store, the immediate future, one thing greater because our opportunities are
is evident. By repulsing energetically greater. We can do more; hence we
and effectively the latest attacks of the

must do more. More and better. Es

Japanese militarists on Soviet terri

pecially, in the light of the offensive of
finance capital in the crisis and the

tory, and by its just proposals to the
Japanese government for a peaceful splitting manipulations of the enemy
settlement of the dispute, the Soviet against the working class and its trade
government has clearly exposed the unions.
fact that the Japanese militarists are
trying*to draw Japan into a war with

And another thing. Remembering
what Comrade Browder said at the

the Soviet Union. And in doing so, the Tenth Party Convention about the ap
Soviet government is not only pro proach of the twentieth anniversary of
tecting its own country but is also our Party to be celebrated in Septem
serving the cause and interests of
world peace. More than ever, there

fore, should all peace loving' forces
rally to the cry of: Support the peace
policies of the Soviet Union.

ber, 1039, we must already in the
present celebration lay.-the basis for
that grand "dcc^ion. The better we

fulfill our tasks as flowing out of the

nineteenth anniversary, the grander
will be the celebration of the twen

tieth next year.

a.B.

A SOLUTION FOR PALESTINE
BY PAUL NOVICK

PALESTINE has become one of the

struggle. There is British imperialist
oppression, and there are the Arabs
and Jews who have been set against

knottiest problems of the stru^Ie

each other. There is also fascism,'

I. TRAGEDY

of the colonial peoples against im which has injected itself on both sides
perialism and for national liberation. of the national struggle, posing both
Colonial struggles generally are as the savior of Islam and as the sup
neither "pure" nor "simple." Lenin, porter of "real" Herzlian Zionism
in his "Discussion on Self-Determina-

(Revisionism). At the same time, the

tion Summed Up" written in 1916, struggle in this small country with an
speaks with withering sarcasm about Arab majority must have its reperais. those "super-revolutionists" who dis sions in other Arab countries, in Asia
dainfully regard the colonial struggle and Africa. On the other hand, the

as something "impure" from a revolu
tionary standpoint because in the ab
sence of a well-developed proletariat
such struggles are conducted mainly
by the peasantry and participated in
by the middle class and even by sec
tions of the bouig^eoisie. People wait
ing for a "pure" struggle, Lenin said,

struggle of the Jews in Palestine for
security and national rights is linked
with the fate of Jews in various coun^
tries, particularly in fascist and semifascist. states like Germany, Poland
and Rumania, where Jews are perse
cuted and pogromized.

British imperialism and fascism

will never participate in any struggle, have kept the fires of national hatred
do not want a struggle for liberation. burning in Palestine. The country has
Stalin, in his Foundations of Lenin been in turmoil for years. Revolts and
ism, has pointed outjhat in the strug- massacres have been occurring after

4

9

• gliTagaihst Imperialism the Einir of intervals of relative peace. Since
Afghanistan, a monarch, might play a April, 1936, the country has bem up
revolutionary role while a "Socialist" in arms. Recently, the mutual exter
like MacDonald (at that time leader mination of Arabs and Jews has
of the Second International) might reaped a frightful stage. Streets in
play a reactionary, imperialistic role. Haifa, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and other
No colonial struggle is "simple." cities of Palestine are witnessing
The Palestinian problem, however, is scenes of most horrible bloodshed, of
especially complicated. In the first veritable human carnage, as the case
place, it involves a three-oomered was at the end of July when nearly
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fifty Arabs were killed and scores

heretofore been hiding the true facts

wounded as a result of a bomb ex

from their followers were themselves

ploding in an Arab market place in
Haifa, a few steps from where another

drawing a picture of the state of

bomb had taken a toll of nine lives

blood. That is, the Zionist leaders

about two weeks earlier. These and

advocating the partitioning of Pales

similar outrages followed months of
terroristic acts against Jewish settle
ments. On July 12 nine Jews were

tine.

killed, some of them burned to death

in one of the agricultural outposts.
Developments in Palestine have
turned that country into a major
tragedy for both Jews and Arabs.

The population of Jews and Arabs
feels the terrific strain of continued

affairs in Palestine that chilled your

A certain Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein,
a Zionist, writing in The Nation for
December 4, 1937 ("Pogroms or Par
tition"), stated:
"I return from Palestine now with the

melancholy conviction that this [the hope
that the benefits the Jews were bringing to
the Arabs would create a peaceful life] was
an illusion; that realistically viewed the pres

warfare, terrorism, and turmoil. Many

ent aims of the Jews and Arabs are irrecon

have had members of their families

sentiment has penetrated into every element

cilable. . . . Anti-Zionist and anti-British

killed or wounded. Almost everybody

of the Arab population.... This hatred of

feels the deplorable economic effect of
the disturbances. A severe economic

Zionism and the British has grown to such
proportions, has become so intense, so artic
ulate, so widespread, and so well organized,

crisis, which began even prior to the
outbreaks of April, 1936, has been

sapping the strength of the country.
(The extremely weak economy of the

that it is the fundamental factor in the sit
uation....There is no doubt now that the

country was affected by the fascist in-'

Jews now reciprocate the feelings of the
Arabs. Children in the Jewish,schools are de
veloping a militant chauvinism.... On the

vasion of Ethiopia.) Now Palestine is
in economic near-paralysis.

military discipline. The Jewish colonies are

streets and playgrounds one sees drilling
games and exercises designed to develop a

Outbreaks have been the order of

well armed; the men are trained for defense.

the day in the land for years. Even the

Armed guards patrol the fields day and night,

casual visitor to that country during
periods of relative peace could sense

and even children's picnics which I attended
were guarded by police with loaded rifles. The

the latent menace of renewed out
breaks. When I returned .from a visit

to Palestine in 1932 I could not help
but tell the people of my forebodiflgp.
I wrote of a burning national hatred
in Palestine fanned by British im
perialism and oth^r forces. Even at
that time there was a national an

tagonism in Palestine so violent that

one felt something was bound to hap

new colonies are builtlike stockades with thidc

walls to keep out the bullets. ...The Valley
of Esdraelon, which the Jews have trans
formed from a swampy wilderness to a fertile

garden, is a scene of peaceful beauty during
the day, but at night it is like a battlefield,
with armed men on guard everywhere and
great lights flashing their signals back and
forth to announce 'all quiet', or to warn of
impending attack."

Now the "peaceful" days behind
stockades and fortifications are gone.

pen if things continued in the old

Colonies are attacked day and night.

way. Long before the present bloody

Innocent people are killed and
woimded. Crops are burned, trees are

disturbances Zionist leaders who had

A SOLUTION FOR PALESTINE

uprooted. A bomb is thrown in Haifa.
A bomb is thrown from a train pass
ing the all-Jewish city of Tel Aviv.
A bomb is thrown into an Arab bus.

Jewish road workers are sniped at.
That is the usual run of the news
from Palestine now.
II. A POLITICAL QUESTION

One may be permitted to grow
melancholy. One must not, however,

787

Over and again it must be stressed
that Palestine represents first and

foremost a political problem, that of a
colonial country. Palestine is the only
country on the Arabian peninsula
without any self-^[Ovemment what
ever. It is idle to presume that where
as the Arabs to the North (in Syria)
and to the South (in Egypt), who have
some sort of self-government, are

nevertheless engaged in a struggle for

lose sight of the political element
which is the moving factor in the en

Palestine, who have no voice whatever

more independence, the Arabs of

tire situation. The future of Palestine

in the affairs of the country, will be

depends upon the solution of its po

content. It will not do to assume the

litical problem.
Over and again it must be stressed

position that all the trouble in Pales
tine is merely the work of "agitators"
(who happen to be ever-present in all

that it was (and is) idle to grow en
thusiastic over the things Zionism has

colonial countries).

built in Palestine and be content with

In the June, 1936, issue of The

that. True, swamps have been turned
into fertile fields and many important

Communist I dwelt at length on the

political problem of Palestine
("Palestine—Land of Anti-Imperialist
built. At what cost is beside the point Struggle"). Fundamentally, nothing
for the moment. Whether Arabs have has changed. Some points of the Com
benefited by this Zionist building, munist analysis, however, which have
what Arabs, and how many—some
been strongly disputed by leaders of
thing which Zionism has always over Zionism and representatives of Great
looked—is also beside the point now. Britain, are now openly admitted.
The fact is that in all colonies build
The British Royal Commission
ing is going on and some sections of headed by Lord Peel, in the findings
the population are benefiting. This of its investigation of the disturbances
can never be a deciding factor, since of 1936, threw overboard the balder
and attractive institutions have been

no amount of building can sway the

dash that the British government,

great doms of the^ population-from the
big political problem, that of inde
pendence.

(November 2, 1917)1 proclaiming the
establishment of a Jewish National

when issuing the Balfour Declaration

Too many Zionist-influenced pro
gressive people, or even Socialists, per
mit themselves to be swayed by the

tion, to realize an age-old dream of the

various features of economic and even

eternal people, etc., etc. The report,

"socialistic" upbuilding. Whatever

submitted July 8, 1937, a document of
over 400 pages, with maps and tables

• the value and volume of such build

ing—it has little to do with the main

issue of Pal«tine2^;\jdiifh is political.

Home in Palestine, was motivated by
the desire to solve the Jewish ques

and valuable material, frankly admits
that "the Balfour Declaration was is-
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sued in 1917 in order to enlist the feeling which comes from working side by
Jewish support for the Allies" (p. 24); side. But there is little of that left now."
(pp. 104-iig)
that the British were afraid "Syria
The report of the Peel Commission
and Palestine might be made the base
for Turco-German attack on the Suez is regarded by the Zionist-leadership

Canal." The Peel Report admits

as one of the most sympathetic docu

promises were made both to the Arabs
and Jews (regarding Palestine, or

ments coming from a British investi
gating committee, sympathetic toward
Zionism. Particularly those Zionist
leaders who are favoring the plan of
this commission for the partitioning
of Palestine have accepted this plan

what the Arabs understood to mean

Palestine). The Report admits that
the disturbances of 1936 were in

effect an open rebellion on the part
of the Palestine Arabs, aided by Arabs
&om other countries, against British
rule:

"It has been pointed out that the out

break of 1933 was not only, or even mainly,
an attack on the Jews, but an attack on the
Palestine government. In 1936 this was still

clearer. Jewish lives were taken and Jewish
property destroyed; but the outbreak was

favorably (at the head of these lead
ers is the president of the World
Zionist Organization, Dr. Chaim

Weizmann). This very report admits
that basically the grievances of the
Arabs are political. Out of this an
alysis the Peel Commission drew the
wrong conclusion that Jewish and

chiefly and directly aimed at the govern

Arab interests are irreconcilable and

ment.... They [the Arabs] denied the valid

that therefore Palestine must be par

ity of the Balfour Declaration. They have
never admitted the right of the powers to
entrust a mandate to Great Britain. They
hold that the authority exercised by the man

incorrect.

titioned. This conclusion is, of course,

The report makes the common mis

datory is inconsistent with the Covenant of take of identifying the interests of the
the League of Nations and with the principle Jews of Palestine with the aims of
of self-determination embodied in that Cov
political Zionism. The overwhelming
enant....The Jewish witnesses agreed with majority of the Jews living in Pales
the Arabs in regarding the 'underlying
causes' of the disturbances as political. ... tine want peace and security and the
It should be frankly recognized, then, that opportunity to make a living and to
the Ideal of the National Home is a purely build up the country. They must have

Jewish ideal. The Arabs hardly come into the
picture except when they force an entry with
violence and bloodshed. That does not mean,

it need hardly be said, that the Jews wish to
oppress the Arabs or to keep them poor and
backward. On the contrary, they maintain as
they have always niainuined—and we do not
question their sincerity—that the establish

their national rights safeguarded, but
they do not want to deny the Arabs
their civil rights, something which the
Balfour Declaration and the Mandate

certainly do. Political Zionism, basing
itself on these documents, opposes

ment of the National Home has been and

every attempt at establishing demo

will continue to be a positive economic ad

cratic self-rule in Palestine, while the

vantage to the Arabs. But for the average

Jews of the-ojuntry, like the Jews

Jew that comfortable assurance is enough. He
goes on with his work and tries to forget

everywhere, are in their majority for

about the Arabs. In some of the older 'col
onies' there used to be some sense of kin

ship with the Arabs or at least that fellow

democracy and do not relish the rule
of colonial oppressors. It is mainly the
aims of these oppressors which are
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date. The Morning Freiheit of De
cember 22 drew attention to the
population, both Jewish and Arab.
The Peel Report goes into the de omitted paragraph in the Worldtails of the history and the meaning of Telegram story.)
In my article in the June, 1936,
the promises Great Britain made to
the Arabs and to the Jews. We are Communist I quoted from a cable
little concerned with this history, gram of Mr. Augur, mouthpiece of
since we cannot recognize Great the London Colonial Office, printed
Britain's right to promise anybody in the New York Times of January
something which does not belong to 19, 1936, wherein he spoke of a
it. It is important, however, that the "Jewish militia of 50,000 men" that
Royal Commission itself is forced to "may be a reality tomorrow." They
admit that this double set of prom seem to have settled on a Jewish army
irreconcilable with the interests of the

ises is the reason for the unrest in

of 50,000 which would safeguard this

Palestine. These promises were a
means of conquering Palestine; so is
the policy of Great Britain since 1917

imperialist gem—Palestine—situated

old policy of divide and rule.

as well as the base for British bombers
for the entire Near East. Palestine is

at the Suez Canal, on the land route

to India, and the base for the pipe
a means of holding Palestine, the age- line carrying the Mosul oil to Haifa
The amount of frankness British

imperialists permit themselves now is

also the only strip of coast on the

not limited to the statements of the

Asiatic mainland in the hands of the

Peel Commission concerning the mo

British facing the inflammable waters

tives of the Balfour Declaration.

of the Mediterranean....

Listen to what a Mrs. Edgar Dugdale,

The

Machiavellian

imperialist

niece of Lord Balfour and his biog

scheme to lure the persecuted Jews

rapher, told Mr. Webb Miller of the

into a "national home" to be used as

United Press last winter:

a spearhead for British domination of
an extremely valuable strategic point

"Palestine is the key point of imperial
communications and the key point to the

is at the core of all the troubles in

Near East as far as 'power' (military) poli

Palestine. Britain may "wish" that

tics on the Mediterranean is concerned. If

peace reign there—under its domina
tion. But the policy is to keep Jews

the Jewish state were founded we might ex
pect that within the next ten years 2,000poo
Jewish young men and women would settle
the.country. Out Pf -that-mrmber it is-not

impossible to expect the formation of a na

tional defense force of 50P00 men."

(Some of the newspapers which
printed the Webb series, like the
New York World-Telegram, omitted

this brutally frank paragraph, but this
is how the United Press released Mr.

and Arabs divided and antagonized.

The

Histadrath (Jewish labor
unions),in a memorandum submitted

to the Peel Commission, stated that
"... The govemtnent authorities have not

only not encouraged joint Jewish-Arab trade

union acliyity but have in most cases placed
obstacles in the way of such activity."

This is important to remember!
There simply cannot be peace in

Miller's story on December si, 1937, Palestine so long as the political status
a cablegram from London as of that

of the country remains the same. The
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main enemy of peace is—British im
perialism.
nr. PARTITION

V

consideration

the

machinations of

British imperialism, which really
wanted Palestine for itself. They also
did not take into consideration the

to fall for the promises of Great

fact that the nationalities obtaining
their independence as a result of the

Britain?

war formed a majority in their respec

What caused certain Jewish leaders

In order to answer this question

tive countries, and that this fact could

one must take into consideration the

only strengthen the case of the Arabs,

persecution of Jews in various coun

who form a majority in Palestine.
Part of the Zionist leadership now
admits that it was an illusion to rely

tries, particularly in the countries of
Eastern Europe, prior to 1917. Mil
lions of Jews were looking for a way
out of persecution and pogroms.
Alongside of this burning desire for

a way out there is a legitimate craving
among Jews for statehood and, among
certain sections of the Jews, particu
larly among the religious, a craving
for Palestine, where a Jewish state was
in existence some two thousand years
ago.

This craving and the dire condi

tions of millions of Jews were played
upon by Great Britain. Leaders of po
litical Zionism, which has set out to

solve the Jewish question by the re
turn of Jews, or large sections of
them, to Palestine, accepted the
promises as the fulfilment of their

on the Balfour Declaration and on
the Mandate which Great Britain

subsequently

received

from

the

League of Nations purportedly in
order to put the promises of the decla
ration into effect. But the desire for

statehood and the craving for Pales
tine are still there. Persecution of

Jews has become ever more barbaric
Many Jews are in need of a place, or
places, to emigrate to and settle in
relative security. This tragic condi
tion has caused certain Zionist lead

ers to accept the new scheme of Brit
ish imperialism to partition Palestine.

This scheme was forwarded by the
Peel Commission in July, 1937. Since
Jewish and Arab interests are "irrec

dreams and endeavors. Was not self-

oncilable," the country must be di

detemiination one of the main points

vided so as to set aside the area where

of Wilson's program? Was not the

Jews constitute a majority to develop
it into a Jewish state. A closer ac
quaintance with the facts shows the

war fought for Belgium and other
small peoples? Did not the Poles and

others obtain their independence as a
result of the war?

Zionist leaders accepted the Balfour
Declaration, which promised on be
half of His Majesty the establishment
of a Jewish National Home in Pales
tine, and proclaimed it as the Magna
Charta of the Jewish people. Now it

injustice, the impossibility, and the
hopelessness of the plan. It shows up
this plan as a new scheme on the part
of British imperialism to hold and
dominate the country.
According,to the plan, Palestine, a

is admitted that that was a tragic mis

country of about 10,000 square miles
in area (about the size of Vermont),
is to be split up in the following

take. These leaders did not take into

manner: Seven-tenths of the country

A SOLUTION

PALESTINE

791

are to be added to Transjordania ever, recognized along with the ma
(which is also under a British man jority of the Jews that the contem
date) and turned into another Arab

plate Jewish state is economically

state, in addition to the dozen or so

and politically an impossibility and

Arab states now to be found on the

will not bring peace between Jews

Arabisun peninsula. About one-tenth
of the present Palestine, including

and Arabs.

The majority of opponents to the

Jerusalem, is to be kept by Great

plan fear that' the partitioning of

Britain, as guardian for the three re

ligions interested in the "holy city."

Palestine will create an "Arab irridenta" which will be a source of con

Britain is also to keep for itself a strip

stant warfare along the relatively ex

of land running from Jerusalem to

tended frontier of the Jewish state.
This fear is shared even by such Zion

Jaffa, on the Mediterranean Sea. The
Jews are to be given about two-tenths

of the country (over 2,000 square

ists who favor partition. They also
fear the militarism which will of

miles in area, about the size of Dela

necessity prevail in the tiny country

ware) to be developed into a Jewish

and are doubtful of its chances to

state under British protectorate. This
state will constitute a narrow strip of

get. (According to the plan the Jew

land along the Mediterranean, with

ish state will also have to contiibutfe a

one end of it severed by the British
corridor from Jerusalem to Jaffa. In
certain spots this strip will be not

relatively high sum to the Arab state.)

more than eight miles wide. Of the
five cities of this Jewish state, Tel

meet the relatively big military bud

Objections to partition are too nu
merous to be all recounted here.

Amongst them is the realization that
the Jewish state of over 2,000 square

Aviv, Haifa, Safed, Tiberias, and

miles will start out with a population

Acre, the last four are to be kept by
Britain "temporarily," under a man

of about 625,000 people, a density of

date.

This is in excess of the density of, for

It is enough to outline these details
to recognize the impossibility and the

trickiness of the plan. The Arab peo
ple have rejected it. A majority of the
Jews have rejected it. It is true that

about 300 people to the square mile.
instance, Poland (213) and other agri
cultural countries which possess nat
ural resources and a large industry.

The Jewish state, having no resources
like coal, iron, timber, etc., will hard

among tljem are-to-bc-foundTjrthodox- ly be in a position to absorb a large
Zionist leaders who still cling to the immigration, if any. Then,-there is
Mandate and the National Home,stat the argument that the Jewish state
ing openly that the Mandate must be will immediately be confronted with
continued "until we Jews are the ma an Arab problem of its own. About
jority in the whole country" (M. 300,000 of the population, or about
Ussishkin, prominent leader of Zion 48 per cent, will be Arab. Of the 4,ism, in Palestine Undivided, Tel 000,000 dunam of cultivable lands in

Aviv, May, 1938). Dr. Stephen S. the contemplated Jewish state—a
Wise, leader of the American Zionists/

dunam is less than an acre—3,000,000

belongs to ibis gtpup,^who have, how-

belong to the Arabs.
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Cl^ly, the new scheme of British

imperialism will not bring peace. It
can only sharpen the struggle, in addi
tion to burdening the Jews with an

ists, who have renounced the Havlaga
(self-restraint) of the Jews in Pales
tine and have officially launched a
counter-terror against the terrorism of

impossible project which will tax their
strength economically and embroil
them in military adventures. But this

certain Arab groups, are working with

is precisely the purpose of the "Bal-

militant groups dressed in brown

kanization" of Palestine. I have al

shirts following the slogan of: "Judea

Italian fascism, as well as with the
Nazis. The Revisionists have their

ready quoted Mrs. Dugdale, niece and

must be conquered by the sword."

biographer of Lord Balfour, who

They are fascist in their ideology and
in practice. In Poland their groups

stated in an interview with Mr. Webb
Miller of the United Press that with

the founding of the Jewish state "it is
not impossible to expect the forma
tion of a national defense force of
50,000 men."

The partitioning plan has already
had the effect of sharpening the strug
gle of the Arabs. It has also created

more favorable conditions for fascism,
which has injected itself into the
situation as the savior of the Islam

and the liberator of the Arab peoples
from under the British yoke. All of
which supplies another argument
against partition. By creating this
Arab "irridenta," partition will clear

the decks for fascism among the
Arabs.

Progressive people all over the
world are vitally concerned with this
situation. Are the Arab millions in

Asia and Africa to become the reserve

of fascism, or are they to be a source

have been used as strikebreakers. In

Palestine they are bitterly fighting the
Labor and Socialist Zionists. They
were accused of "the murder of the
Labor Zionist leader Dr. Ch. Arlasa-

roff, who was killed in June, 1933.
The well-informed London Week

for July 13 stated that
. . Terroristic bands of both people
(Jewish and Arab) are being financed from
Rome and Berlin....The Italians, for in
stance, now frankly assert that the success of
certain groups of Jewish terrorists in Pales

tine is due to the fact (they say) that the
Italian government placed at the disposal of
a well-known revisionist organization a train
ing ship."

The violent nationalism and chau
vinism on both sides were bound to

breed groups of "uncontrollables"

and of elements who would align
themselves with fascism. By doing
away with chauvinism, by the intro
duction of peace, and by a common

for the anti-fascist struggle? The an
swer to this question depends on the struggle of Jews and ^abs against
struggle against British imperialism, British imperialism, fascism will be
for the independence of Palestine.

Only under such conditions it will be
possible successfully to ward off fas
cism from among the Arabs.

Incidentally, fascism is trying to
work both through ithe Arabs and the
Jews. The Revisionists, or New Zion

undermined both among Arabs and

Jews.
-IV. A seLtrrioN

How shall this be attained?
It must be made clear at the outset

that no solution will be easy. As to
partition, not even its adherents are
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erland, in August, 1937, a resolution

Zionists who have accepted the favoring a conference with the Arabs.
scheme have done so out of despair. On the other hand, there are among
(The aforementioned Mr. Bernstein,

the Arabs elements advocating an un

in his article in The Nation support derstanding. In fact, the majority of
ing partition, terms it: "a major the entire population wants a peace
catastrophe.") They have no more ful settlement as a way out of the
hopes for the Mandate; they fear for economic paralysis. Certain n^otiathe fate of a Jewish minority in an tions between Jews and Arabs began
independent Palestine. They accept in 1936 and were interrupted at the
partition as a lesser evil, but as a
major evil nonetheless. From what we

behest of Britain.

have,seen it will most surely turn out
to be an evil bigger than the Declara

antee the national rights of the Jew

ish minority and will give Palestine

tion and the Mandate put together.

self-rule will no doubt not come

An understanding which will guar

There is no easy solution, but a

about without the mediation of out

solution there is. It is embodied in the

side forces, whether of the Leagfue of

effort of the Communist Party and all

Nations or others. It is dear, however,

progressive elements of Palestine for

that the working dass and the toiling

an understanding between Jews and

masses of Arabs and Jews generally

Arabs. There are considerable ele

will play a deciding role in the shap
ing and mainly in the fulfilling of the
guarantees for the rights of Jews and
Arabs. These toiling masses will play
the main role in forcing British im

ments among Jews and Arabs who

want an understanding so that peace
come to Palestine. Foremost among

the Jews are—aside from the Commu
nists—those elements who follow the

perialism to relinquish, its present

line of Dr. J. L. Magnus, president of
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

hold on Palestine, just as Britain was

Like most other non-Zionists (and
the people of the American Jewish
Committee with whom he is associ

forced to do so in the case of other
countries in the Near East.

There are well-meaning people who
admit that they would best like, an

ated), Dr. Magnus is against partition. understanding between Arabs and
He is all for an understanding which, Jews, but such a way out, they hold,
according to him, will open wide pos is a "dream," a "utopia." They agree

that British imperialism is the villain
of the piece, but they hold that the
as well as other Arab lands. This will struggle of Jews and Arabs together
create the possibility for hundreds of against ^British imperialism is mere
thousands of Jews to settle in Pales "wish-fulfilment." This is remindful
tine and in Arabistan generally. Un of the approach of certain welhmean-

sibilities hoUi for the'Arabs~attd the

Jews in the upbuilding of Palestine

der pressure of its non-Zionist mem

ing people in old Russia toward the

struggle against tsarism. They re
garded the struggle of Jews and Rus
cially recognized by Great Britain, sians (and Poles and Ukrainians) side

bers (Magnus amongst them) the Jew

ish Agency for Palestine, which is offi

adopted at itM£ssi6iidn Zurich, Switz

by side as something impossible. The
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facts about Palestine are that Jewish

hatred and misunderstanding? Of

and Arab Communists and other anti-

course it wouldl

imperialists do fight side by side,
though their number is still small.

generations Jews and Arabs have

And it is certainly an immediate pos
sibility for Jewish and Arab workers

lived peacefully together in Palestine.
When modem Jewish colonization

to get together for an understanding
amongst them.
The above-mentioned article in the

It is a matter of record that for

was introduced into the country be
fore the war many thousands of Arabs
were employed in the Jewish settle

July, 1936, Communist cites the fol
lowing program advanced by the Jew

ship

ish Communists in the U.S.A. as a
solution for Palestine:

stronger if the practice had been kept
up. The growth of the Jewish popula

"1. All workers, regardless of race and na-

donality, shall be accepted into the unions
of the Histadruth.

"8. Likewise, all agricultural workers, Arab

tenant farmers should be organized together
with Jewish tenant farmers in one body.
"3. Th"e Zionist leaders must declare that

they are for a truly democratic parliament in
Palestine which should safeguard the full
equality and all rights for the Jewish minor
ity and its national development.

^'4. Struggle against British imperialism,
for" a free Palestine.

"5. Free immigration under conditions 1

and s. (At present there is no free immigra
tion, since immigration is a monopoly of the
Zionist organization, which selects the immi

grants along Zionist lines; only the immigra
tion of Jewish capitalists is free.)
"6. No land shall be bought without the

previous consent of the peasants working the
land.

ments. This created bonds of friend

which

would

have

become

tion in Palestine, which would un

doubtedly have been faster than be
fore the war, might not have been as
fast as in recent years, but it would
have been steadier and healthier, and

the dangerous and bloody pitfalls of
national hatred

would

have been

avoided. (The 85,000 Jews in Pales
tine in 1914 were reduced to about

65,000 during the war; since 1919 this
number was raised to the present fig
ure of well over 400,000 as a result of

immigration and natural growth.
The Arab population of 550,000 grew
to over 950,000.)

Because of the line of political
Zionism Arabs were exclud^ from

new settlements and gradually pushed

'7* The rule of the diurch (Mohamme out from places of work in old colo
nies. (There are still a few thousand
dan, Christian, Jewish) to be abolished.
* 8. The shameful transfer-agreement with Arabs working there.) The Hista
the Nazi government, which has turned Zion- . druth, following the official Zionist
ism into an agency for Nazi export for the
entire Near East, to be canceled."

Points 1 and 2 call for the establish
ment of real, bona fide, trade unions
of all workers in Palestine, Arab and

Jewish, and of organizations of Arab

and Jewish farmers. Is this impos
sible? Of course noti Would the unity
of the workers and farmers bring both
peoples together and help eradicate

line, refused to admit Arab workers

as members of its unions. Picketing
was practiced against city establish
ments or agricultural settlements
where Arab workers were, employed-

The slogan "Biiy' local [i.e., Jewish]
products" was introduc^. On the
Arab side, similar methods were prac
ticed. All this has separated Jews from
Arabs, creating ever more prejudice
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and national hatred. One of the first

fascist agents would turn away from

steps in the direction of abolishing

them.

national hatred must therefore be the

Naturally, this would necessitate

establishment of bona fide unions of

the giving up of the idea of a Jewish

Jewish and Arab workers together, state and of gaining a majority in the
followed by farm and other organ

country by racial methods or with the

izations.

aid of Great Britain. Most Zionists

I have already mentioned the
memorandum submitted by the His-

have already realized the futility and

tadruth

to

the Peel Commission,

wherein the complaint was made that
the government placed obstacles in
the way of joint Jewish-Arab trade
union activity. The Histadruth cor
rectly stated in that memorandum
that "a more liberal attitude on the

the terrible hazards of ignoring reali

ties. The Left wing of the Histadruth,
the Hashomer Hatzoir (Young Guar

dians), openly came out at the last
World Zionist Congress for a bi-national Palestine state of Jews and

Arabs on a parity basis. The accep
tance of the laughable and tragic

part of the government toward this
sphere of work of the General Federa

"state" Britain is now offering is in

tion of Jewish Labor would be ad
vantageous to the economic and so
cial development of the country as a
whole and would open up new pos

solving the Jewish question on a

Palestine."

in Palestine. Both can be attained

itself a rejection of Zionist aims of
world scale. The whole matter is now

reduced

to two—very important-

points: (i) The safeguarding of the
sibilities of a Jewish-Arab understand rights of the Jews now living in Pales
ing which would consequently lead to tine, and (2) the possibility for set
the establishment of lasting peace in tling Jews from the fascist countries
Precisely so!

only with the aid of understanding.

The Histadruth must be congratu

Partition would attain neither.

lated for this stand. But words alone,

The bargaining point oh the Arab

or vague "joint activity" in the face
of racial practices will not do. One of
the first prerequisites for a struggle
against obstacles for joint Jewish-

side is their majority. The Jews, on
their side, have a relatively high

Arab trade union activity. w.ould_b.e
for the Histadruth itself to stop the
practice of racial picketing and racial
slogans and to open the doors of its
unions to Arab workers. By pro

claiming such a new policy the Hista
druth would immediately introduce a

economy and relatively powerful
unions and other organizations. The
Arabs can gain greatly from the high
technics and organization introduced
into Palestine by the Jews. The Arabs
will have to recognize the national

rights of the important Jewish minor
ity inside a democratically governed
Palestine. Whatever g[uarantees may

change in the situation, whether the
government agrees or not. Many sec

be established through negotiations

tions of Arab toilers who are now

ganizations, as well as international
bodies (which negotiations will, of

pushed into the arms,.of^ the chau

between official Arab and JewiA or

vinist Mufti (hiead of the clergy) and course, have to take place), the umty
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of Jewish and Arab toilers will be one
of the best guarantees for the safe

guarding of such rights.
As to the securing of a place or
places for Jewish refugees from fas

other countries of Arabistan, or of a

federation of Arab countries, as Dr.

Magnus puts it. This would open the
possibilities for the immigration of
hundreds of thousands of Jews.

cist countries, it must first of all be

Again, an understanding and good

emphasized that in countries like the

neighborly relations will not be estab
lished overnight. But Palestine has

United States, Canada, South Africa,

Argentina, and Latin America gen
erally there is more possibility for
that. More German-Jewish refugees
have settled in countries other than

Palestine, in spite of the fact that the

years 1933-35 witnessed the highest

immigration to that country. If only
half the effort exerted in the direction

of settling refugees in Palestine had
been exerted into other directions, the
doors of the United States and such

countries would have been opened a
bit wider, admitting many tens of
thousands more of Jewish and other

refugees. As to Palestine, the Jewish
state resulting from partitioning
would hardly create possibilities for
inunigration, as already seen. On the
other hand, we must agree with Dr.
J. L. Magnus that, as a result of an
understanding, Jews and Arabs would
be able to engage side by side in the
upbuilding of Palestine and possibly

been in turmoil for the last twenty
years. Three years have passed since
the eight-point program for an under

standing was forwarded by the Jew
ish Bureau of the Communist Party
of the U.S.A. Had such a program
been accepted .then, we surely would
have been in a different situation

now. A start must be made. Jews and
Arabs the world oVer are interested in

that. The racial and chauvinistic prac
tices employed in Palestine are bound
to reflect themselves upon the life of
Jews and Arabs in other countries.

All progressive people are interested
that an understanding be reached. A
start must be made. The Jewish labor
movement in Palestine, because of its

better organization (and higher re
sponsibilities) can accoit^plish a his
torical task in the direction of reach

ing such an understanding.

FOR A CORRECT APPROACH TO THE

PROBLEMS OF THE NATIONAL GROUPS*
BY IRENE EROWDER

COMRADES, our commlssion is a

propaganda of the fascists, and to utilizing
the progressive and national revolutionary

very representative one and in
cludes many leading comrades who
know and understand the problems of
the national groups. I shall attempt in
my remarks to emphasize some of the
more important features of our work

traditions and sentiments of the national

groups for drawing them into the broad
movements of the democratic front."

In the last six or eight months we
have witnessed a change in the P^y
toward better work among Ihe na

and to direct the discussion around

the vital issues confronting us.
First of all, for the purpose of em
phasis, I want to read to you Para

tional groups. The Party as a whole is
beginning to realize that the work in
this field is very important. But only
graph 7 of the Draft Resolution on a beginning has been made. Further
Party Building. That paragraph, in advance along these lines is essential
concise form, contains the essence of a

long-range perspective for
among the national groups;

in order to counteract and thwart the
aims of the fascists and reactionaries

work

who are trying to utilize the senti
ments and traditions of the various

"The c»nvention raises before the entire

Party the urgent necessity of speedily effect
ing a decisive turn in ail phases of Party
recruiting and mass work among the national
groups and organizations, in the first place
arnpng Italians, Germans, Poles, Jews,

national groups for their own sinister
purposes.

The national groups are becoming

South Slavs and Spmish-sp^ing peoples.

more active in the broad progressive
movements in the country. More and

The"National Bureau of the Central Comihit-

more they are learning from the ex

tee and the editorial stafb of the language
press must be carefully examined, renewed,

countries that have fallen victim to

'"Strengthened, and all sectarian tendencies

overcome. Together with improving decisive
ly the mass activities of the Party among the
national groups, especially through the trade
unions and fraternal organizations, more at
tention must be given to vigorously exposing,
combatting and Isolating the activities and

•Report delivered May ay, 1938. at the
ComiqiMiop gti..^National Groups, Tenth
Conventioii.-C.P.U.SjL

periences of the people in European

fascist aggression and reaction. Thak

is why we have fought against the
narrow conception that existed in our
Party for a long time—and remnants

of it are still present—namely» that
national groups are made up only of
foreign-bom people who speak only
foreign languages.
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The June, 1937, Plenum of the Negro people and to the various na
Central Committee of our Party tional groups.
called for a decisive turn in broadenA national minority is a compact
ing our conception and approach. It group living usually in a given terri
was made clear at that time that the

tory. Historically its members consti

national groups include not only the

tute a basic part of the population,
people who came from the old coun speaking their own language, having
tries, but also the first, second, third, a common culture, maintaining their
and even the fourth, generations; and . own institutions, and are subjected to
that, while those native-bom of for

eign parents are Americans, and are
very proud of it, they maintain the
culture and traditions of their par

persecution and political domination
by the ruling nation.

The origin of the national groups
in the United States is of a migratory

ents. They are just as proud that they
are Italians, Germans, Poles, Jews,
etc., as they are that they are Ameri
cans; and it is this pride in their na

stated in his speech at the Conven
tion of the Daughters of the American

tional heritage that the fascist and re

cendants of immigrants and revolu

character. As President Roosevelt

Revolution, "All Americans are des

actionary forces hope to pollute with

tionists." It is a historical fact that the

chauvinism and national hatred.

various national groups have played
a decisive role in founding America

In the United States, a national
group is not a nation pr even a na

tional minority as understood in

as an independent nation. In this

sense the national groups become a

European countries. A tendency exists component part of America and are
to identify the problems of the na the true Americans. The present gen
tional groups with the general prob erations, descendants of foreign-bom
lem of oppressed nations. On the
other hand, some of our comrades re

gard the Negro people as a national
..group. Comrade Stalin, in his defini

tion of a nation, supplied us with a
correct guide in dealing with this
question:

people, are native American, but be
cause of their national ties continue

to be part of the national groups in
the United States.

The people of America, whether
foreign-bom or native American, liv
ing within the given communities, are
contributing to the wealth and cul

"A nation is a historically evolved, stable
community of language, territory, economic
life, and psychoh^cal make-up manifested
in a community of culture."

ture of America. In this sense they are
all Americans. But many workers who
came from the old country have lived

here for a long time, and are reluctant
to become citizens, not because they
15,000,000 who constitute a basic, intend to return, to the old country,
component part of the American peo but because they just do not see the
ple, and the problem of the Negro practical need for establishing their
The Negro people are a nation of

people is not merely that of a national
group, although there exist certain
problems that are common to the

citizenship here.
Thus they are exposed to all kinds

of attacks by their enemies; they are
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not able to take part in elections, they

intention of becoming a citizen in the

are deprived in many places of the

near future.

elementary rights of Americans be

cause they are not citizens. Especially
as regards full participation in the
progressive and revolutionary move
ment, the first consideration must be
the desire and intention to become a

full-fledged citizen of the United
States.

As long ago as 1916, Comrade

WE MUST COUNTERACT FASCISM AND
ITS AGENTS AMONG THE
NATIONAL GROUPS

The reactionaries in our country

are well aware of the fact that the

national groups are a vital force in
the struggle for peace, democracy and

In relation to Switzerland, where

security, and for this reason have con
centrated for many years among that
stratum of the population, through

there were so many inunigrants at the

setting up dubs, through the media

Lenin made the question quite clear.

time, Lenin proposed the following of religious, sport and other organ
policy:

izations.

Point 18. Introduction of obligatory Swiss
citizenship for aliens free of charge. That

gerous work of the reactionaries. We

all aliens, upon three months' residence
in Switzerland, shall become Swiss citizens,

izations and help them to grow. We

It is our task to counteract the dan
must work within the existing organ

unless they petition for a delay of no longer
Chan three months, on the grounds of par
ticularly weighty reasons. A campaign to be
carried on among the masses to explain the

democratic ideals of the people of this

special need of such measures for Switzer

country, away from the reactionary

land, not only from the general democratic

misleadership.

standpoint but also because of the fact that

Switzerland, owing to the imperialist situ
ation, has become a state with the largest
percentage of aliens throughout Europe,
nine-tenths of whom speak one of the three
Swiss languages. The political disfranchisement of the alien workers and their conse

quent political aloofness strengthen the grow
ing political reaction and weaken the inter
national solidarity."*

must become a basic part of these or
ganizations and win them for the

In speaking of the influence of fasdsm, we must remember their agents,

the Trotskyites, and their American
branch, the Lovestoneites, who consti

tute a danger especially in the trade
unions where the memberships indude
a great number of nationals—Italians,
• Jews, Poles, and others. These agents

Fqllowing.the needs. and-experience„. of fascism try to get the masses of the
of our own Party, on the basis of various national groups to accept and
Lenin's teachings, the new Draft Con
stitution, which this convention will

consider, proposes as a rule for mem

bership in our Party that every Party
member must be a citizen of the

United States or have expressed the
•"The "Tasks of the Left Zimmerwaldists

of the Social-Democratic Party of Switzer
land," Collected WgsIu„^^ol. XIX, Russian
Edition.

^

support their disruptive policy.

We can state now that, while in the

past we neglected this aspect of our

work—amting the nationals in the
trade unions and in the organizations
of the unemployed—there has been a

change toward better work as regards
the national group question. When I
say we, I do not mean only the center

and the leading comrades in the na-
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donal groups. Party members in the
trade unions, comrades in the Work

ers Alliance, etc., have not paid suf
ficient attention to the particular

problem of exposing the Trotskyites
and

Lovestoneites

before

the

na

tionals in the trade unions and in the
Workers Alliance. In some cases cer
tain remnants of rotten liberalism to

ward the Trotskyites and Lovestone
ites have been responsible for this at
titude.

Our whole arsenal of knowledge

Trotskyites among certain sections of
the Jewish youth.
Women. The Party can recotti
splendid achievements in the field of
mobilizing the women around burn

ing issues, against the high cost of
living, in the campaigns for trade
union oiganization, in the fight for
peace. But we have not taken advan
tage of all the opportunities open to
us, of the tremendous possibilities
presented by the women among the
national groups.
Many women belonging to the vari

must be put into operation, must be
placed at the disposal of our Party
membership, to expose the agents of

ous nationalities look back to their

fascism, to drive them out of the labor

their ancestors and cannot be indif

movement, and to give more aid and
guidance to those people who really
need clarification, who are being mis
led by the poisonous propaganda of
the Trotskyites and Lovestoneites.

ferent to the conditions they see there.
The events in Central Europe, in the
Balkan countries, which are already

I will deal here with some of the

to direct their'interest into the fight
against fascism.

main phases of our work among the
national groups to which we must pay

special attention.
Youth. An important part of our

native country or to the country of

in a volcanic state, involve the wom

en specifically, and here our task is

We know that women play a big
role in the church and peace organ
izations. Women are also the masters

work is among the youth of the vari

of the home, and consequently have

ous nationalities. Here we must rigor-

a decisive influence on the entire

otisly combat the danger presented by
the various national bouigeois organ
izations with reactionary aims who act
under the cover of "non-partisanship"; also, the disruptive work of the
Lovestoneites and Trotskyites, as. in
the case of an important oiganization
of Jewish youth; organized by the

family, whether they have a correct
or a wrong approach. We must re
member that a laige majority of the
members of Father Coughlin's organ
ization are women—including many

Zionists, where these enemies of labor

.set about poisoning the minds of
2,ooo young Jewish people. This was
discovered only recently, when the
Young Communist League began to

tackle the problem of winning the
youth of the various nationalities, and
they discovered the influence of the

Polish and Italian

Catholics. The

church skillfully uses methods of
propaganda to win the women for re
actionary activity having no direct
connection with religion, developing
extensive cultural and social activities

—educational groups, knitting circles,
sewing clubs, etc.
We must come closer to these or

ganizations,'give them guidance, de
velop them along democratic, pro-
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gressive lines. Especially must we work

where there is a concentration of na

among those women of the national
groups who are eager, but who have

tional groups, as, for example, in
working class Italian neighborhoods.
These neighborhoods are often com
parable to the ghettos of the Middle
Ages. We have a ghetto in Harlem
where the Negro people are concen

not found the opportunity to enter
into politics, and to help them over
come those restrictions which prevent
them from obtaining a broader view
and which limit them mainly to
smaller issues of relative unimport
ance. These women can become the

easy prey of hostile reactionary and
fascist ideologies.
Our task among the women of the

national groups takes on even greater
importance when we realize that the
majority of the working class women
of the nationalities have not mastered

the English language. We can cite
countless examples where the women
speak only Italian—women who were
compelled to leave school at a very
early age and who continued to speak

their native language. Then there is

trated; but that section of Harlem

populated by Italians, only a few
blocks away, is but a continuation of
the same ghetto.
OUR APPROACH TO EACH NATIONAL
GROUP MUST BE CONCRETE

If we begin serious work in con
nection with these issues, we shall find

lai^e masses of people ready to fight
side by side with us for the general
issues—for jobs, security, democracy
and peace for all Americans.
To deal with all these problems and

to win these masses of whom we speak
require a correct approach—an ap
proach that takes into account the

a special problem: Take Tampa, Fla., specific needs and position of each na
for example, where a great part of the tional group—an approach that will
working people do not speak English, lead us to that necessary link in order
but speak only Spanish. Spanish- to tie up the specific problems of the
speaking nationals cannot be consi
national groups with the big issues
dered a monolithic, national group,
but a composition of national groups
—the Spanish-speaking. They have

peculiar problems, the problems of
small nationalities. But they have com
mon problems and a common bond—

they are Americans, not people who

confronting all Americans. For these

reasons we must work out a program
for each national group separately.
This program should consider the
task of training cadres for educational

activity—to give courses, to conduct

raised in our work among women as

study circles—to organize the study of
the traditions of each national gi^up
and to put th,ese traditions to proper
use, not for the purpose of develop
ing national vihity, but in order that
national pride may make a truly great

a whole have a different expression

contribution to the cause of all hu

among women of the various national

manity—in the fight against fascism.
And in all our work, we must develop

are temporarily in the United States
and will return to their native coun
tries.

The specific issues which must be

groups. For instance, the problems of
maternity, children,jchools, housing,

are especially sharp in communities

patience, giving considerable atten
tion to those progressive trends that
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already exist among the national

status of the Italians in America.

groups.

Our task is to clarify the issue,
showing that Mussolini is the servant
of monopoly capital in the Italian do

What is the mam issue of our Party
in

connection

with

the

national

groups?
We have four influential, numeri

cally strong, national groups in the
United States—four groups that con
stitute important political factors, as
the municipal elections in Cleveland,

main, closely tied up with finance
capital, represented by the Liberty
League in the United States, which
oppresses the masses here as Mussolini
economically and politically perse
cutes the people of Italy, subjecting

Detroit and New York have shown.
These are: Germans, 8,000,000; Ital

them to horrible tortures, as the Lib

ians, 4,000,000; Jewish, 4,500,000; and

America.

Polish, 4,000,000.
We must concentrate our

erty League would like to do here in
. To save the masses of Italians from

work

among these groups, developing lead

the fate of their brothers under fas

and semi-fascist influences, bring them
into the building of the democratic

cism, it is necessary to mobilize them
around the slogan of struggle of all
the American people—for democracy,
security, jobs and peace.
Jewish. On the one hand, the Jew
ish people are a national group living
in concentrated communities, speak
ing their own language, having their

front in America.

own national culture. On the other

Italians. It is our task to organize
the Italian masses in the fight against
fascism by means of involving them in

hand, there is a considerable number

ers from their own ranks, rallying all
their forces to build the People's
Front and united front movements

among the national groups; and, in
turning them away from the fascist

the democratic front movement, util

izing their revolutionary traditions
both here and back home, and fight
ing against the tendency to use the
name "Italian" synonymously with
"fascist."

In advancing the slogan of unity of
the Italians, in fighting for full citi
zenship rights and against discrimina
tion, we must patiently struggle
against the illusion, consoiously
spread among the masses of Italian
people, that Mussolini is the people's
hero of Italy, because he "re-estab
lished the greatness of Italy"; that he
has thereby created respect toward the
Italians, influenced the attitude of the

people abroad, and improved the

of Jewish origin, having no close con
nection with the language and cul
ture of the broad Jewish masses, but,
at the same time, subjected to the
same discrimination and persecution,
as fascism in a number of countries

has already demonstrated. This
creates a common cause for all people
of Jewish origin, whether they are
closely bound up with national tradi
tions or not, around the issue of the

fight against fascism and its bloodbrother, anti-Semitism. On this issue,

the broadest masses and all progres
sive forces miist be rallied:This is the

platfoTih of the Jewish People's Com
mittee, which has already become an
important political factor in the pub
lic life of America.

At the same time, we must sound a
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warning against the reactionaries in
the Jewish field, the Zionist leaders

from organizing the Polish workers

and their helpers, the Trotskyites,
who sow pessimism among the Jewish
people and prevent them from taking

the Polish population, to unite them
in a People's Front movement under
the slogan of jobs, security, democracy
and peace.
Recent developments show that the
comrades have taken a correct ap

part in the common fight of the
American people, thus weakening the
struggle against the enemy, fascism.
The fight against the fascist stench,
anti-Semitism, is not only the issue of
the Jewish people, but the issue of all
nationalities, of all humanity, because
historically it has always been the
weapon of reaction, the weapon of the
aggressors. It is especially important
here in America, which was born a
democratic land, to note the ever-in

creasing tendency of the fascist and

semi-fascist forces to promote antago
nisms between various oppressed na
tionalities by every means in their
power, including anti-Semitism. In

this, we see an expression of the speed
of the general offensive of monopoly
capital and reaction against democ
racy in America.
Polish. Numerically the Poles are a
big group, concentrated in the basic
industries, and having great political

and middle classes and other strata of

proach in the trade union movement,
especially among the automobile
workers. The Polish Alliance, too, has

shown the first signs of contributing
toward building the American demo
cratic front.

Germans." The Germans occupy an

important place in American life, as
a group of considerable size and as an
integral part of the American people.
At the same time, along with the gen
eral problems of the American people,
they have their own specific prob
lems, particularly the issue of the
fight against Nazism. In this respect,
the German comrades have developed
a correct policy and activity, but still

within narrow limits embracing only
small groups of sympathetic and lib
eral Germans.

In order to unite the German sec

tion of the American people together
with
all Americans in the fight against
velopments in the mother country,
many of the Polish progressive leaders fascism in general and its special Nazi
are confused and follow the path of brand, it is necessary to break the iso
national chauvinism. Precisely be- lation of these small groups so that

influence. In connection with the de

cause^we are the-best defehden of Pol='

they will fuse with broad masses of

ish independence, it is our task to ex

the people, making the fullest use of

pose the policies of the present semifascist regime which compromises and
endangers that independence.

themselves with the main issues of
American . life.

It is necessary to clarify the real
nature of the regime in Poland, in
regard to which many of our Party

their historical traditions, and link

At this point I should like to say a
word on one of the major problems
common to all national groups—the

comrades are not clear. The confusion

problem of anti-Semitism and of na

which exists prevents them from un

tional antagonism between the "vari
ous national groups. The existence of

derstanding

problems and
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these phenomena is a demonstration
that our Party has not really.rooted
itself among the advanced elements of
the national groups. It is true that we
cannot put these phenomena on kn

through the work of leading and wellequipped comrades, we shall be able
really to build the democratic front
in America.

The language press must become

equal plane; anti-Semitism is a his an expression of the life and problems
torically ugly feature of the system of of the nationalities they represent—
oppression, characteristic of the weap they must become active organizers in
ons used by the oppressors to create
national antagonisms between op
pressed nations.

One of our major tasks is the edu
cation of the national group masses,

clarifying the question of nationalism,
explaining the meaning of narrow na
tionalism. We must develop the spirit
of internationalism in a Marxist sense,
and show how true internationalism
embraces conscious nationalism in the
best sense of the term.

In all national groups, in the Party
Bureaus, in the Party fractions, we

meet with the problem of shortage of
cadres. We often hear complaints that
we have not enough people for the
work. As far back as 1903, when the

their struggles, connecting them with
general American problems and
movements. The Daily Worker can
and must give practical help.
CONCLUSION

The groups mentioned above are
the main concentration groups. But
this does not diminish the importance
of the other nineteen national groups,
especially the groups corresponding to
those living in the Balkan countries.
These groups suffer a twofold oppres
sion: flrst, the offensive of finance

capital against the American people
as a whole, of which they are a part;
and, second, the echoes' of fascism

Bolshevik Party was being built,

from the countries of their origin.
In view of these problems, we must

Lenin sharply criticized this com

carefully work out a correct ap

plaint. He stressed again and again

proach. Through the Central Bureau

that we must look around among our
that we do not understand how to use

of the National Groups, the Party has
formulated a program. But that is not
enough. The entire Party, especially

them. The proper use of existing
forces will give the answer to this

the leading comrades in the districts,
must tackle these problems and solve

problem.
There must also be a change in the

them on a national scale by linking

selves; that the people are here, but

them with their daily activities.

While we have only made a begin
wrong attitude on the part of some
ning,
the consciousness and under
Party members, sometimes even lead
standing
of our leading comrades and
ing comrade?, who ignore the prob

lems of the nationality from ywhich

of the Party membership with ffigard

they originated. Only through proper

to the work among the national
groups, as demonstrated at our State

understanding of the importance of
all these problems will the Party's in

and Section Conventions, represent a

fluence be rooted among the broadest

great step forward in the struggle to

masses of people. Through the chan

win the national groups for the demo
cratic front in our country.

nels

of our Party

membership,

THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE
PROFESSIONALS
BY WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

ONE o£ the most pronounced ef

They, especially, can effectively carry "
the Party's message of education, or
ganization and struggle into the vast

fects of the long-continued in
dustrial crisis and depression has been
to worsen generally the economic

ranks of the white-collar elements,

position of the middle class, especially
the professions. This fact, plus the

strata from which fascists ordinarily

worldwide threat of fascist reaction

toward transforming these elements
into a powerful support of the demo

draw heavy forces. They can go far

and war, has produced a broad cur
rent of radicalization among these

cratic front. They also can, as general

strata. Not only have they become
more responsive to the mass progres
sive, democratic movements of this

Party members, furnish valuable di
rect support to the industrial prole
tariat and the farmers in the struggle.
Besides all this, they have the strong

period, but also many of them, ac
cepting the socialist perspective, have possibility, when political developbecome active sympathizers with and . ment among them reaches high levels,
members of the Communist Party.

Thus, in late years, and particularly
during our recent big recruiting cam
paign, an appreciable number of pro
fessionals—doctors, dentists, lawyers,
engineers, teachers, scientists, writers,
musicians, artists, actors, etc.—have

joined our Party,* notably in New
York.

of doing serious theoretical work for
our Party, Some of the leading
theoreticians of the Socialist and Com
munist movements have been revolu

tionary middle-class intellectuals. In

view of all these potentialities for ser
vice by Communist professionals, any
tendencies in our Party to underesti-mate the importance of these elements

- -- -

These middle-class professionals, should be combatted.
when equipped with Leninist-Stalinist
The entry of numerous profession
training, and a genuine Communist als into the'Party is a testimonial to
outlook, are of great service to the our Party's gtpwing influence among
cause of democracy and socialism.

the broadest masses. At the same time,

it presents to the Party new problems
* The above is a broad definition of "pro*
f^ionals," including as it does the arustic
crafts. It does not, however,include all white-

collar elements, such as salespeople, ofBce

employees, etc.,. who„.ate-jnore properly
wage-workers.

and tasks which we must become con

scious of and take the necessary steps
to solve before we can fully utilize

our Communist professionals.
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The Communist Party is the cham
pion of all the toilers- Its role is to

give leadership to the masses of work
ers, fanners and petty bouigeoisie in
defense of their interests under capi
talism and to prepare them for the
eventual establishment of socialism.

To do this our Party necessarily bases
itself upon the working class. It is the
advance guard of the only consciously
revolutionary class, the proletariat;
the class which must lead the other

oppressed classes in joint struggle
against the capitalist system. There

fore, the various problems and tasks
presented by the entry of middle-class

ments. The consequence was that
petty-bourgeois radicals, discontented
and having no party of their own,
flocked into the S.P.—lawyers, preach
ers, doctors, writers, small business

men, etc. (as well as several million
aires). From the foundation of the S.P.
and through all its years, these people,
grace to their intellectual training and
the support given them by skilled
workers and farmers in the party, were
able to occupy the key leading posts
of the party and to dominate its
policy.
In my pamphlet The Crisis in the

professionals into our Party all boil

Socialist Party,* I have shown in detail
how disastrous this petty-bourgeois

down to the issue of how to raake use

control was in the life of the S.P.

of the latter to further our central

Suffice it here to summarize briefly the
conclusions there arrived at by stating

objective of broadening and strength
ening the proletarian base and mass
leading role of the Communist Party.
Before discussing in detail these
questions, it may be well to look at a
concrete example, in the tradition of
our Party, of hotv they should not be

solved. This example is to be found
in the history of the American Social
ist Party (as well as in that of the
Socialist

Parties

of

various

other

countries).
THE SOCIALIST PARTY AND THE
MIDDLE CLASS

The Socialist Party, as a party,
never understood the decisive fact that

to be the party of socialism it had to
be a working class party, the vanguard
of the proletariat. Hence, it also never
comprehended its proper relationship
toward the petty bourgeoisie. The
S.P.'s ignorance of these fundamentals
was manifested by the party hinging
its doors wide open to an indiscrim
inate recruitment of middle-class ele

that the middle class S.P. leaders were

a great barrier preventing the revolu

tionary development of the party.
With notable exceptions, they per
sistently fought against everything

that made for a class-struggle policy;
they were inveterate enemies of true

Marxian education, and they played
down all manifestations of working
class militancy. Their aim was to
make the S.P. into a party of pettybourgeois reform, and the tragedy of
the S.P. was that they succeeded in
accomplishing their purpose.

This middle-class domination pro
voked an inner conflict, an expression
within the S.P. of the class struggle—
a long and relentless fight between the

revolutionary proletarians (plus a few
revolutionary intellectuals)" and the
reformistic petty-bourgeois leadenhip.
In this struggle, a section of the Left
•Wm.Z. Foster, The Crisis in the Socialist

Party, Workers Library Publishers, New
York. 5 cents.
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wing put forth the incorrect, sectarian

Relatively, the middle class was pros
pering, and its tendency to unite with
bourgeois intellectuals from the party. the proletariat against the common
The class character of this internal enemy, big capital, was still weak. Its

demand for the exclusion of all petty-

fight was clearly discernible in the big spokesmen, both within the S.P. and
S.P. splits of igog, 1912 and 1919. outside, were saturated with capitalist

During the latter split, in many illusions and based their reformist
branches the cleft took place precisely policies thereon. But now capitalism is
between the petty-bourgeois members on the downgrade. It is already far
and the workers.
into decay and constantly plunges
The revolutionary proletarian ele deeper into its general crisis. The
ments never broke the grip of the petty bourgeoisie, threatened with de
opportunist middle-class leaders (not struction (by loss of business, by being
even until today), and this is one of wiped out by monopolies, by being
the most fundamental reasons why the turned into low-paid salaried func
S.P. failed in its task of becoming the tionaries, by the new terror of unem
mass party of socialism and why it has ployment, by the threat of fascism and
now degenerated into a narrow, dog
matic, semi-Trotskyist sect.
THE PROBLEM IN A NEW SETTING

It is very important for us to be
cognizant of the struggle of the pro
letarians in the S.P. against its reform
ist petty-bourgeois leadership, as a sort
of horrible example of what happens

when this vital question of the rela

war, etc.), becomes increasingly in
clined toward joint action with^ the
working class. It also raises in its
ranks, especially among the youth,
more and more leaders prepared to
accept the revolutionary program of
the Communist Party.
Second, unlike the Socialist Party,

the Communist Party's membership is
largely infused with the teachings of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and

tionship of the party to the middle
class is not settled correctly. But the
lessons of the S.P. experience must be
studied and applied dialectically. The
problem our Party faces now in this
general respect is quite different from
that-<»nfronted'by the S.PTm its hey

lessons of the Russian Revolution and

day. Let us examine briefly the chief

tion of the middle class and the revo

it has, both in the states and nation

ally, a firmly established proletarian
leadership. It has also absorbed the

of the present-day People's Front
movements.

These conditions, the changed posi

lutionary composition of our Party,
First, the economic and political greatly fortify our Party against pos
sit^uation, and with it the viewpoint sible opportunist petty-bourgeois in
and the very composition of the mid filtration. The danger of our Party
dle class itself, have profoundly being seriously penetrated by reform
changed. In the pre-War days, when ist middle-class elements is much less

re^ons why this is the case:

the petty-boinrgeois leadership was en
trenching itself in the Socialist Party,

than was the case with the Socialist

Party in its days of expansion. But al

capitalism wariSttll^-on the upgrade. though the danger is less, it neverthe-
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less exists, and has evil potentialities. eral struggle for democracy and peace;
Especially now that our Party is tak- they must also accept the socialist
iiig on a mass character and is becom

principles of our Party. There must be

ing an important political factor we selective recruiting far more than in
can expect that it will attract many

opportunists and careerists, including
members of the professions. The pres
ent is the time to be conscious of this

danger and to take the necessary meas
ures to forestall it.

But it would be a grave political
error to consider the matter of the

the case of miners, longshoremen, rail
road workers, etc. General Party units
which proceed upon the basis of a
"mass recruitment of lawyers," or of

"drawing doctors into the Party on a
large scale," have a wrong policy.
2. Intensive education: There must

be special attention paid to the Marx

Communist professionals simply from ian education of professionals entering
the standpoint of the possible danger our Party. This should have the defi
that opportunist elements may seep in nite goal of thoroughly Communizing
among them. That is only the negative their outlook and reoriehtating their
side of the question. There is also the previous intellectual training, so that
positive" side: the task of developing its full value may be utilized in a revo
the very valuable Party building and lutionary sense by our Party and the
mass organizing potentialities of Com
munist professionals, which I have in

dicated already. This is the angle from
which, primarily, the problem must be
appjroached.
THE BASIS OF OUR POUCV

Considering, therefore, the question
of the relationship of the Party toward
its professionals from the double

angle of (^)developing their full revo
lutionary possibilities and, (2) avoid

masses.

3. Systematic mass work: It is neces
sary also that care be exercised to draw

the professionals into mass work in an

organized way, both in their respective
callings and in the general class strug
gle. Let me expand this point in some

detail under a separate heading.
MASS WORK OF COMMUNIST
PROFESSIONALS

(a) The foundation of the mass

ing the danger of reformist individuals work of our Communist professionals
and tendencies iunong them, our Party must be a systematic defense of the
tasks group themselves roughly under economic and political interests of the
three general heads:
. rank-and-file membership of their re
1. Selective recruiting: In drawing spective callings. They should partici
professionals into the Party, care pate in all the many association,
should be exercised to select only guilds, unions and struggles in their
those individuals who show by prac professions and take an active part in
tical work that they definitely under shaping and carrying out their pro-"

stand the Party line, are prepared to grams of betterment lor their mem
put it into effect, and especially dis bers.

play a thorough readiness to accept ^ (b) The fight of our professionals

Party discipline. It is not enough that must also be linked up with that of
professionals should support our gen the masses generally. Professionals,
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properly organized and with a Com

medicine (the American Medical As

munist outlook, as already stated, are
in a position to lend powerful aid to
the masses in struggle—by speaking
and writing, giving financial backing,

sociation is not only reactionary po
litically, but also medically), our law
yers must challenge prevalent musty

developing the moral and electoral

capitalist legal conceptions and ■ re
write our legal history, our writers

support of their groups, etc. They can

must bring forward class-struggle

become a strong pillar of' the demo

themes in literature and the theater,

cratic front. The forms of such col
laboration with the masses should be

carefully worked out and applied.
(c) Under present-day conditions

etc. In short, our Communist profes
sionals must develop a powerful Marx
ist-Leninist ideological front against

the reactionaries and their Trotskyite-

professionals, in their capacity as pro Lovestoneite stooges in every field of
ducers, serve chiefly the bourgeoisie intellectual and artistic endeavor.
and petty bourgeoisie. The workers

are largely denied the possibility of
procuring their services. Hence, a vital

THE party's work TO DATE

Our Party has already done very

part of the work of Communist pro considerable work along the foregoing
fessionals must be to bring the vitally general lines among the professions.

necessary services of their respective Communist professionals are begin
professions to the needy masses. Thus, ning to make their influence felt in
our doctors must, be the first-line their various associations, guilds and
champions of an adequate govern unions, as well as in society generally:
ment health program, our lawyers our writers, artists and actors have
must fight for free legal aid for the long since been doing effective work
masses, our teachers must still further in their respective spheres, our doctors
popularize education, our actors must are playing a more and more impor
democratize the theater, our writers tant role in the developing gjreat strug
must find ways to bring good litera gle of the masses for adequate medical
ture and effective political writing to care, and our other professional
the masses, etc., etc.

(d) Communist professionals also
have the very important task of ad

vancing, and even revolutionizing the

groups are increasingly active.

This constitutes a good beginning,
but it is only a beginning. The work
in this general field must be much

techniques ^nd theories of -theirHce-. further theorized, systematized, oigan-

spective professions. They must take ized and intensified. This is made all
up the intellectual cudgels against the the more urgently necessary by our
reactionaries on all front. Thus, our

Party's /apidly expanding mass con
tacts with the petty bouigeoisie and by
books and rewrite history from the the entry of increasing numbers of
Marxian viewpoint, our scientists must professionals into our Party.
teachers must write new school text

oiganize more effectively the battle of
Special oiganizational forms must be
the materialists against the idealists in developed for this work. We now have
every branch of science, our doctors

many professional units and, in some

must introduce nei^. me^^ods into instances, sections of professionals. We
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are also cultivating various mass or

ganizations of professionals. The va
lidity of these new forms must be
studied and they must be adapted to
the special tasks in hand. The Na
tional Committee of our Party re

become a live one. It is cropping up
in many Party districts in one form or
another. It is timely that the problem
as a whole should be studied careful

ly. Any tendency to underestimate or
neglect this important task would
play directly into the hands of the re

quires a sub-committee to supervise
the work generally in this whole field. actionaries and fascists, who are mak
The question of the role of the ing strenuous efforts to win the pro
Communist professionals, in our Party fessionals and the petty bourgeoisie
and in the class struggle generally, has

generally.

Marxist Education
"Nowadays there is no longer even the semblance of excuse
that it is difficult to spread Marxism and Marxist education.

Our Party has already demonstrated that it is possible. Com
rade Browder has given us object lessons. He has given us the
object lesson of how to take our Marxist-Leninist theory, from
the simplest idea to the most complicated one, and to bring
them to the American worker, to the American fanner, to the

American middle class person, so that he can recognize in these
ideas something of his own and in this way bring Marxism

closer to the masses and the masses clos^ to the Party."—
Alex Bittelman, The Communist, July, 1938, p. 628.

BUILDING THE DEMOCRATIC FRONT
IN ILLINOIS*
BY MORRIS CHILDS

State Secretary, Communist Party of Illinois

The bourgeoisie used to be able to

ing two months is proof of our accept

ance, of our.profound agreement with

call Communism an ideology im

the report.

ported from abroad, tvithout roots in

In speaking about our central task,

our American soil—and to a large ex

to defeat the reactionary camp in the
1938 elections. Comrade Browder

tent they got atvay with it. But that
time is past. Our Tenth Convention is
proof that our Party expresses the best
hopes and aspirations of the Ameri
can people. In the lire of the
great struggle of the American
people, a leadership has been

said:

"Considering the still primitive state of
organization of the democratic camp, the
struggle it is still conducting within the

Democratic Party against the Right wing
which seeks control, the presence of pro
gressive groupings here and there in the Re
publican Party, the incompleteness of labor's
own independent organizations, and so forth,
this task calls for the utmost of flexibility in
gathering together all forms of the demo

forged that is best expressed in the
work of Comrade Browder. His re

port to this convention and the speech

he delivered at Madison Square Gar
den were contributions of the greatest cratic mass movement around such candi
importance to the development of dates as will most surely iveld the majority
Marxist-Leninist theory and practice together and most fully advance its common
program."*
in our country.
Comrade Browder has not only
When our District Committee dis
given us the slogan "Communism Is cussed the primaries a few months
Twentieth Century Aiupricanisni"; he .ago, %ve had to answer the question:
has shown us how to make it live. I

"How can we, under the present cir

know that I am expressing the feelings

cumstances, carry out the policy of

not-only of the Illinois delegation,

uniting fabor and the progressive
forces in tfie most effective way?"

but of the hundreds of delegates pres
ent who have been inspired by Com

From an'examination of the forces

rade Browder's work and leadership.

in our state, it was obvious that even

Our very unanimity in the discussion
at this convention and in the preced-

if labor were united, it was not strong
enough independently to win the vic
tory over reaction. While we did not

•Speech delivered at the Tenth National

Convention of th^^Con^tinist Party, U.S.A.,
New York, May ag, 1938.

• Earl Browder, The Democratic Front,

p. 39. Workers Library Publishers, N. Y.
Sii
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underestimate the importance of the

independents. Our policy was vindi

independent role of labor, we realized

cated by the tremendous vote for an

that labor needed the support of the

off-year election, by the fact that the
majority of the candidates supported
by the progressives were victorious;
and by the impetus that the campaign
has given to the alignment of demo

farmers and urban middle classes.

Moreover, we knew, too, that labor in

Illinois was split. We saw that if
Labor's Non-Partisan League put can
didates in the field alone, the Ameri
can Federation of Labor was only too

cratic forces in our state.

Some difficulties arose in the minds

at the present time a narrow, "pure"
labor policy not only splits the demo

of comrades in carrying out this pol
icy. They were troubled by the fact
that if they voted in the primaries
they would be registered as Demo
cratic voters, and although they could
vote however they wished in the final
elections, they would not be able for

cratic forces, but leads also to disunity

a period of two years to sign petitions

of labor; that through cooperation of

to place on the ballot Communists or
independents. Many comrades won

likely to come out against those can
didates. The lessons of Detroit and
Seattle showed us two things: first,

that the unity of labor and its allies
is vitally necessary; and second, that

labor with its democratic allies the

unity of labor itself is strengthened.
Guided by the decisions of the Cen

dered if this sacrifice was justified. It
had to be made clear to the Party

the factional struggle within the
Democratic Party, to find the way in

membership that we were not embark
ing on this policy in a half-hearted
way; that we were determined to carry
through with all our energy the only

which the democratic front could be

correct line; that if certain sacrifices

built. We saw that neither the Kelly-

had to be made in order to upify the

Nash nor the Homer-Courtney ma

people, we would make them.

chines represented a progressive align

There were other difficulties. Yes,
there were some who felt that it was

tral Committee, we were able, in spite

of the difficult situation produced by

ment, but that there were, neverthe

less, progressives in both camps, and
that the keen interest of the masses in

the primaries reflected, even though
in a distorted way, their readiness to

sullying revolutionary purity to sup
port Igoe, candidate for U. S. Senate;
slanders were spread by the Trotskyite-fascist crew that we were in a deal

struggle against reaction. Under these

with the Kelly-Nash machiiie. But the

circumstances, we had to enter the

Party and the progressives of Illinois

battle to give direction to the people,

understood that the outstanding need

to mobilize them in support of the

was the building of unity behind

progressive candidates, even though it
was impossible for progressives to
support either slate as a whole.

the program of the demtJCfatic front,

We found the solution in the select

in support of the interests of the
people and against the offensive of

ing by Labor's Non-Partisan League
and other progressive organizations of
candidates on both slates as well as of

those candidates who expressed best
who were willing to carry on the fight

reaction.

Homer Martin came to Chicago
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and attempted to get the workers to ran prove the defeat of the Homerboycott primaries. But the danger of Courtney machine and of all boss
this position, a position similar to rale.
We have to keep this issue of boss
that of the Socialists and the La Follette third party, was seen by the rale before the people of Chicago.

The Mayoralty election is only a year
by them. In Rockford, where Mr. off and the reactionaries are already
Martin's influence succeeded in get preparing for it. When Knox and
people and overwhelmingly rejected

Hearst encouraged Republicans to
vote in the Democratic primaries this
behind Anderson, a leader of labor, year, it was not just because of theirthat splitting policy resulted in An aims in this election. They had in
derson's defeat by a mere 700 votes: mind their plans for 1939. They had
It is an outstanding achievement of in mind their plot to build a coalition
ting some auto union people prac
tically to desert the united committee

our policy in the primaries that, un of reactionary Republicans and Demo.like Detroit and Seattle, the unity of crats behind Courtney for Mayor of
the labor movement was preserved al Chicago, to attempt to capture the
most 100 per cent. The A. F. of L. and

Democratic nomination for him.

C.I.O. and the Railroad Brother

hoods, in the main, supported the

We cannot neglect this danger. The
Chicago
Mayoralty elections coming
The election, in spite of the fact

progressive candidates throughout.

that the Tribune, the Daily News, just before the Presidential elections
and Hearst tried to find an anti-New

Deal slant in its results, was a vote of

of 1940 will have the greatest signifi

cance.

We carmot let the people of Chi
confidence of the people in the pro
cago
forget the Memorial Day mas
gressive policies of the administration.

sacre, the systematic terrorization by
only possible because he campaigned the Chicago police which goes on

Even Lucas' victory over Igoe was

under the slogan "Forward with

throughout the city. The scandal of

Roosevelt," in a program of support

Chicago's educational system, the

for the New Deal, and the voters, who
did not know his record, took him at

graft which eats up the swollen taxa

his word.

^ Xhfi statewide-victory for Homer is
itself an important sign of the temper
of the voters. Homer's candidates ran

tion of the masses and prevents the
decent upkeep of the city, are issues

of which the indignant people of
Chicago are well aware.^^ ^

In discussing our election policy

~ ihead because the people were indig and the whole question of the demo
nant at Kelly boss mle. The central cratic,front it is worth noting some
slogan of the Homer-Courtney cam questions that arose in the Gary and
paign was "End Boss Rule," though Lake County elections. Our aim there
they themselves are as potentially rot

was the same as in Illinois, that is, the

ten a machilie as the Kelly-Nash out

fit. This slogan has helped to set in

unification of all democratic forces
for the defeat of the reactionaries.

motion f<^i;es.-wjrich will in the long

This effort, however, was paralyzed by

8i4

THE COMMUNIST

a group of people, members of a steel
lodge in Gary, who insisted on run
ning a "labor" candidate who could
not even get the endorsement of their
own lodge, nor the endorsement of
Labor's Non-Partisan League and the
S.W.O.C. regional leadership.
The dangers in this situation were
obvious. The antagonism between the

cities in the same county, particularly
in East Chicago, where our Party did
such splendid work in last year's steel
strike. Labor's Non-Partisan League
played a decisive part in the elections.

The basis for unity among the people
of East Chicago was laid at the time
of the strike, when the workers were

sharpened and lead to open warfare.

able to unite not only their own ranks
but the middle classes and the popu
lation generally of Indiana Harbor, in

The reactionaries would take advan

support of the strike. It was not an

tage of this situation to turn it into a
struggle of everybody versus the
C.I.O., as they did in Detroit and

strike ended differently than the strike

C.I.O. and the A. F. of L. would be

accident that the Indiana Harbor

in Little Steel in other cities. If the

Seattle. Because of these differences of

middle classes in Indiana Harbor, if

opinion. Labor's Non-Partisan League

the war veterans and other sections

did not endorse any candidate in the

of the population had not been neu

Mayoralty primaries in Gary.

tralized or won over to the side of the

In pursuance of their own policy,
, the groups supporting this labor can
didate used every conceivable anti-

Communist and Red-baiting trick to

workers, vigilante bands and a reign
of terror would have prevailed.
The election results show the fruits

They stopped at nothing to smash the

of this policy. The Mayor-elect is a
small business man who was very
friendly to the workers during the

unity of the progressive forces.

strike, and five out of the seven vic

-blackjack support for their venture.

This so-called labor candidate was

defeated in the election. Now, these

very same people who opposed the
policy of unity are aghast at the vote
that he got. They say that 7,200 votes
cast for him tends to prove that our
policy was wrong-that had Labor's

Non-Partisan League given him un

qualified support, he might have been

torious councilmen had the endorse

ment of Labor's Non-Partisan League.
The results of the primaries in
Illinois contrasted to those in Gary
show the correctness of our basic

policy. In the situation today, our
central aim must be the consolidation
of all labor and democratic forces in
one united movement for the defeat

elected. This reasoning is wrong. The of reaction. Any other policy, no mat
fact that this candidate received a big ter how it is labeled, leads to the
vote is a healthy sign that the work

victory of the reactionaries.

ers wanted to support a progressive
candidate and that this support cer

Norman Thomas, who a few years
ago was busy "refuting" Marxism,considers the struggle for democracy a

tainly could have been utilized for a
more clear-cut victory of a candidate
representing the democratic forces as
a whole.

betrayal of Marxism. When he uses

the phrase Marxism, he pretends to

speak for something he never under
In East Chicago, and in Hammond, stood and does not understand today.
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His false position can have no result

of bourgeois democracy—the Menshe-

but to split the ranks of the progres
sive movement and to betray the fight
for democracy. To betray the fight for
democracy is to aid the victory of
fascism and so hinder the struggle for

viks, the Socialist-Revolutionaries, etc.

socialism as well.

—because then those parties were
using that slogan to cloak their own

position of opposition to the exten
sion of democracy, to the establish
ment of worker!^ rule.

These people, like Norman
Today, on the other hand, capital
Thomas, say that it is useless to fight ist democracy is being attacked by
against fascism because fascism arises

those who wish to do away with all

from capitalism and can only be de democracy. We defend it in the
stroyed by first destroying capitalism. United States and in all the other
Of course, every class-conscious capitalist countries, because that de
worker knows that fascism is bred by fense is the road to greater power for
the decay of capitalism—that fascism the people, for the working class, be

is not something apart from capital
ism. But thait is just why it is necessary

cause the immediate issue is not one

to carry out the most effective deter

ism, but rather of fascism versus de
mocracy, which, however limited, al
lows a defense of the gains won in
years of struggle by the working class
and opens up the road to the strug

mined struggle against fascism. What

is the result of saying that, because
fascism grows out of capitalism, there

of bouigeois democracy versus social

is no use carrying out an immediate
stru^le against it? Does it not mean

gle for socialism.

relying on an abstract fight against

Perhaps those irresponsible muddleheads who are always accusing us

capitalism in general? And that means
that no actual, practical fight against

of deserting Leninism think that

capitalism

Lenin, too, deserted Leninism, when
just before the time of the revolution

will

be conducted. It

means falling into the profound error
of separating the day-to-day struggle

of the masses from the struggle for
socialism. What these people fail to

of 1905, when attacking Plekhanov
and those who shared Plekhanov's

views among the Mensheviks, he an

see is that just because fascism is the swered those who are afraid to carry

political form which monopoly capi
talism waiits today, the defeat of fas

out a struggle for democracy together

with allies who may be inconsistent

cism, the weakening of" tfie political -or-vacillating. Here, too, these critics

of the Bolshevik policy pretended to
ism and lays the basis for the further speak from a "Left" point of view,
power of the trusts, weakens capital

struggle for socialism.

The situation today is a very dif
ferent one from that in 1917 to which
these new found "Marxists" are al

ways pointing, with their parrot-like
understanding of Leninism. In 1917,

the Bolsheviks fought against the
parties which" werg'" using the slogan

from a pure, holy attitude of con
tempt for the class struggle in real
life. Of their resolution, Lenin said:
"The intellectual wing strives after wordy
conditions of agreements. The proletarian
wing demands actual cooperation in the
struggle. The intellectual wing invents some
measuring device for a good, fine and wordy
agreement with the bourgeoisie. The prole-
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tarian wing expects no goodness from the
bourgeoisie but supports any bourgeoisie, no

ber the great farm communities of
our state, and how very, very few

matter how bad, to the extent that it really

farmers we have in our ranks, then

fights agaiiist tsarism. The intellectual wing
sinks to the position of petty bargaining; if

we can see what a big task remains

you take the side of the Social-Democrats in

before us.

stead of the Socialist-Revolutionaries, we will

What is it that is missing in our
Party building? In spite of the suc

agree to enter into a pact with you against
the common enemy: othenvise, we will re

fuse. The proletarian wing adheres to the
standpoint of expediency; we will support

you if this should help us to deal any blow
to our enemy." {Collected Works,Volume VI,
Russian Edition.)

cesses we have had, what still remains
the matter with it? You know, when

we look back at the last big drive, the
results that we got then, we begin to
wonder how big our Party was when

A Strong and united proletariat

the drive began. Where were four out

whidi understands its central task of

of five of the Party members? That

leading the whole of the democratit

was a big drive—the biggest and most

people in the struggle against fascism

successful drive we have ever had—

arid against monopoly will not be

but only one out of five of our com
rades played a part in it. The two
thousand new people we got were all
recruited by one-fifth of the member
ship. If the other four-fifths had

"led astray" by cooperation with non-

proletarian groups who are also really
stimggling for certain immediate com

mon aims. Far from being led astray,
it will consolidate its unity, strength

brought in only one member each,

en its forces and attain the leadership,
the hegemony of the farmers, of the

instead of getting two thousand new
members we would have got nearer

middle classes in this way, and in this

five thousand.

way only.

a membership over twice what it was

The whole Party does not yet think
of bringing in new people as an or
dinary, regular part of everything
they do. That is why only a portion
of the membership helped build the
Party; that is why we have all this un-

at the time of Ae last District Con

evenness manifested in the fact that

building toe party

We in the Illinois District can be

proud that we come here today with

vention. We say this in no spirit of for four months, during the drive, we
boastfulness, but rather fully con got 500 new members a month, and
scious of how little we have done

compared with what still remains to
be done. When we look around and
see the tens of thousands of steel

then for two months, we do not get a
quarter of that number; and then a
little pressure is put on, as in the last

miners and railroadmen in our dis

week or two, a new drive is begun,
and in a couple of weeks, just before
the convention, we get as many in as

trict, workers who are engaged in real

in the last tw6"months.

struggles, who are emerging into class-

Building of our Party has to go on
day in and day out.
We have to strengthen the founda
tion of our Party in the factories.

workers,

packing-house

workers,

consciousness in their thousands, and
we think of the few hundreds we have

as yet in the Party; when we remem
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the very foundation of our Party. It
won't do any harm to remind our

the circulation figures would tell a
very different story.
Comrade Browder in his speech yes

selves of the old slogan: "Every Fac

terday stressed greatly the need of a

tory a Fortress." In the recruiting

higher quality of work. He said:

drive, we did not remember it too

"Constant improvement in the political

well. Too small a proportion of our effectiveness of our work, steadily rising qual
recruits come from the big factories. ity, is demanded by the growth of our Party
We have to root ourselves more firmly into a truly mass Party which can influence
millions. The key to all progress is the con
in the basic industries—in the pack stant
struggle for improvement in the qual
ing houses, in the coal mines, the steel
mills, on the railways.
The establishment of the Midwest

Daily Record was one of the greatest
achievements of our Party, We
worked for it and sacrificed for it. But,

comrades, we are endangering the
very existence of our organ, of the

ity Of our work."

It is obvious that the importance of

our task and the great respoiuibility
which we face demand that our Party

work a little idifferently than in the
past; that our branch meetings be dif
ferent; that the work in the trade
unions assume more of a political

voice we have to reach the masses

character, not only to give expression
with, by the shameful neglect we are to the problems of the workers, but to

showing, first in Illinois and through

develop their class consciousness to a

out the Middle West.

higher level.
I am reminded of a statement by

How can we expect to build the
democratic front, to strengthen our

question. Lenin, speaking in a self-

how Lenin and the Bolsheviks fought

critical tone, said:

to establish their papers in tsarist

"I used to work in a circle that set itself
great and all-embracing tasks: and every

Russia? Think how, in illegal countnes, our comrades risk their very
lives to print and distribute their
literature. The workers of the Middle

West are eager for our paper too, if
only we-take the trouble to get it to
them. (This^oes for Illinois,-Indiana,.
Ohio, etc.)

I

Comrade Lenin dealing with this

Party, without a voice? Remember

member of that circle suffered to the point
of torture from the realization that we were

proving to be amateurs at a moment in his
tory when we might have been able to say,

paraphrasing a well-known epigram: 'Give

us an organization of revolutionaries, and we
will overturn the whole of Russial' And the

more I recall.the burning sense of shame I
then experienced, the more bitter- are my

The cold circulation figures should
be enough to make every Communist
blush. This is a political question. If

feelings toward those pseudo-Soaal-Demb-

we

revolutionaries to the level of an amateur,

understood

what

the

Record

crats whose ^teachinjp bring disgrace on the
calling of a revolutionary, who fail to under
stand that oiiy task is not to degrade the

means to our movement, what it

but to exalt the amateur to the level of a

means to the people of the Mid-West,

revolutionary."

PROBLEMS OF THE DEMOCRATIC
FRONT IN THE SOUTH
BY FRANCIS FRANKLIN

ONE of the most thoroughgoing
component parts of President
Roosevelt's legislative program is the

soil under slavery and the system of
sharecropping, which took the place
of slavery, and (a) of the one-crop

program of agrarian reform contained

system of agriculture. Continuation

in the report of his Committee on

of one-crop agficulture will only in

Farm Tenancy. The realization in life
of the proposals there made would

tensify this ruination of the soil. But

the plantation economy is built upon

have the most far-reaching results in
the South, the biggest agrarian region

this one-crop system.

in the United States and the center

quality of the cotton produced in the
Southeast is constantly getting worse.
The center of cotton production has

As a result of soil deterioration, the

of the most widespread farm tenancy.
This program, as it stands, is capable
of forming one of the most funda

mental parts of such a People's Front
program, as is required if the South
is to be raised to a status of full equal
ity and unity with the rest of the

shifted to the Southwest. Mississippi
and the states west of the Mississippi,
except for drought years, have been
producing three-fourths of the cotton
in recent years. Texas and Oklahoma

now produce, as a rule, nearly onehalf of the cotton crop.

nation.

. . The significance of this program
must be appraised against the back
ground of the long-maturing crisis in

The basis of this crisis and the re

sultant shift in cotton production to
the Southwest is to be found in the

the Cotton Belt.
1. THE CRISIS IN THE COTTON BELT AND

ROOSEVELT'S AGRARIAN PROGRAM

high cost of production in the South
east as contrasted with the Southwest.

In one year, the cost of production in

The old plantation system of the

the Southeast will run from twelve to

Southeast has for some time been in

thirteen cents a pound, while in the
Southwest it is only five cents. Even
the average cost of production by re
gions-fails t«r show the differences be

a state of near bankruptcy and col
lapse.
The soil of the Southeast is so ex

hausted and eroded that only drastic
measures requiring highly centralized
planning can redeem it. This is a re
sult (i) of the reckless wasting of the

tween costs on family-sized farms and
on plantations or corporation farms.
Not only does the family-operated
farm compete with machinery and
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other special advantages o£ capitalist
farms, but also with the fi£ty-cents-aday wage for farm labor. Bluntly, it

of the Southeast. There has thus been

means farmers who work their own

from cotton substitutes.

crops receive prices for them based

The Southeastern planters are be
ing forced increasingly into debt, are
becoming ever more dependent upon

on fifty cents per day labor, which by
itself is enough reason for these farm

a marked decline in exports. There is
also constantly growing competition

ers to support the organization of

the banks, and are increasingly hav

farm labor.

ing to sell their land. The outcome

This means that year after year the
owner-operated and tenant-operated

of the whole credit structure which
has been built has been a tremen

cotton farms fail to make production
costs. Landlords seek to escape these

dous concentration of land ownership

consequences through greater exploi

proportion of farm lands and farm

tation of sharecroppers and farm

mortgage indebtedness is held by the

wage hands. The result intensifies the
cotton crisis in the Southeast, as well

Federal Land Banks. This is impor
tant in view of demands to liberalize

as for the hill farmen of the South

this government agency to reflect the
progressive policies of the New Deal

west.

On the cotton farms of the South-

tvest, with their better soil, the old

plantation economy does not exist to
anything like the extent to which it

is found in the Southeast. Wage-labor
is much more prevalent in the South
west. This means that new methods
of cotton culture do not encounter

there to the same degree the social
problems which in the Southeast offer
so much resistance to technological

changes. As a result, cotton farming
is there being mechanized much more

rapidly. There is widespread use of

in the Cotton Belt. An even larger

land progfram and prohibir fore
closures.

About 30 per cent of the cotton
lands is owned by insurance com
panies and banks. A study of five

selected areas of the Mississippi Delta

in rgso by the Bureau of Agricultural
Economics revealed that 81.2 per cent
of the rented farms were owned by

landlords owning five or more rented
farms. Thus there is increasing cen

tral management-of cotton farms, in
creasing absentee ownership.
All these factors indicate that the

the,tractor and two-row equipment. plantation system of the Southeast is
Expjrimen^atjpn .in.the -.mechaniza

in a state of crisis. The planters can

tion of cotton culture indicates that
such mechanization will become much
more widespread.
Ihe planters of the Southeast are

not improve their owji precarious
position without abandoning the

increasingly unable to stand competi

plantation economy and the one-crop
system., i.e., without introducing crop
diversification, mechanization of agri

tion with the cotton farms of the

culture, wage labor, measures of soil

Southwest. The production of greater conservation, and the like. But the
quantities of- cotton in India, Egypt, whole system of exploitation, the
Brazil, the Soviet Union, and else

where Js also thre,atening the market

whole system of oppression of the
Negro people in the South, is built
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upon the basis of one-crop farming
and sharecropping. Furthermore,such
measures by their very nature cannot

be carried out adequately by individ

for many years been dragging increas
ing numbers in the Cotton Belt into
an unbearable status of poverty,
degradation, and semi-serfdom. In the

ual landlords, but only by central—

South as a whole, the number of

in this case, federal—planning. Such

farms operated by tenants was 36.2 per
cent in 1880; 49,6 per cent in 1920,
and 55.5 per cent in 1930. In the
Cotton Belt itself, the figures are
much higher. More than 60 out of
every too cotton farms are operated
by tenants. In the Black Belt specifi
cally, which forms a large part of the
Cotton Belt, tenancy is still higher.

federal measures would threaten the

whole peculiar system of exploita
tion in the South. The land
lords as a result find themselves

in a contradiction. If they move or if

they attempt to stand still, their
former status as a semi-feudal ruling
dass is threatened. Their state is one
of demoralization.

Before the Civil War, cotton culti

Because of their precarious posi
tion, some of the Southeastern plant

vation was carried on entirely by
Negro slaves. The number of white

ers are beginning to introduce some
technological changes—slowly and hes
itatingly. Some of them are beginning
to use machinery to a certain extent

tenants in the Cotton Belt, however,

and here and there to replenish the
soil by the planting of legumes. Other
landlords are quietly shifting to the
system of wage-labor. Other factors in

by now far exceeds the number of
Negro tenants. There are 1,790,783
tenant families in the Cotton Belt

(1935 Census). Of these, 1,091,944 are
white and 698,839 are Negro, and the
families of white,tenants are larger

the shift to wage-labor represent the

than those of Negroes. This means
that about 64 per cent or almost two-

scheming of lan^ords to get the great

thirds of the cotton tenants are white,

est benefit from higher prices and to

in spite of the fact that in the Black

escape A.A.A. tenant regulations.
Many of the cotton laborers occupy
a status half-way between that of
sharecropper and that of agricultural
labor^. The results of these changes
seem to be indicated by the increase

Belt specifically Negro tenants are in
the majority. Furthermore, on the
whole, white tenancy is increasing
while Negro tenancy is decreasing.
Between 1920 and 1930, white tenants

in the cotton states increased by 200,-

of the productivity of cotton cultiva

000 families (approximately a million
persons), while the number of Negro
east in the past two years. However, tenants decreased by 2,000 families.
These figures, however, must not be
it is for the most part only the biggest
planters in the Delta country who are allowed to obscure the special exploi
able to any considerable degree to tation of the Negro sharecroppers or
tion in certain sections of the South

take advantage of these new methods.
The small landlords in the hills are

for the most part completely unable
to make use of them.

The system of sharecropping has

the differences between regions where
Negro croppers predominate and the
regions where white cropperes pre
dominate. It must be recognized first
of all that there are varying degrees
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At the same time, outside the

never receive

Black Belt, Negro tenants are being

money, sharecroppers who work part

driven ofiE the land. Where organ

ly as laborers, croppers who are held

ization proceeds among Negroes,
efforts are made to replace them with

sharecroppers

who

on the land through debt. The worst
forms of tenancy are to be found most
extensively among Negro tenants. It
must be recognized, secondly, that the

white tenants even in the Black Belt.
Thus in the heart of the Black Belt

Black Belt is not co-extensive with the

on some of the biggest plantations,
cotton farming is carried on almost

Cotton Belt, although most of it lies

entirely by Negro croppers; while in

within the Cotton Belt and forms a

the hill country of Arkansas and other

large part of it. On the Black Belt
itself, which covers the coastal swamps
and the Delta region, the Negroes
form a majority of the entire popu

sections of the Southwest, it is earned
on almost entirely by white croppers.

lation. Here the worst form of cotton

tain regions.

tenancy, viz., an extreme degree of
debt-bondage, is to be found most ex
tensively. It is true that the same form

of virtual peonage is also to be found
among some white croppers, but to

While white tenancy increases on the
whole,' Negro tenancy increases in cer

The important aspect of these de
velopments is that cotton tenancy

is increasingly becoming the common
problem of both Negro and Ivhite.
According to The Collapse of Cot

nothing like the extent to which it

ton Tenancy, by Johnson, Alexander,

exists among Negro croppers.

and Embree, the earnings of cotton

The Cotton Belt extends beyond

the swamps, coastal plains and Delta
to the hill country. It is here that the

tenants are approximately as follows:
In six widely separated counties, 434
per cent of the tenants were in debt

largest proportion of croppers are

before planting their 1934 crop*

white. It is on these hill cotton farms,

Average indebtedness, so far as records
were available, was $80. A study of
Negro tenants in Macon County, Ala
bama, showed that 61.7 per cent

traditionally operated by white own
ers, that the rate of increase in cotton

tenancy has been the greatest. The
disintegration of this class of inde

pendent middle farmers has also con

"broke even," 26 per cent "went in
the hole," and only 9.4 per cent made

tributed a great deal to the growth

more than actual operating expenses

.of- tenancy-amoRg-the^ whites in the

for the crop season. Of some 3,000
tenant families in Mississippi, Ala

Black Belt. Thus, while the largest
number of tenants as a whole are

bama,Texas, and South Carolina, the

~ white, the picture is by no means sim

average cash income for those who re

ple, and Negro and white croppers

ceived such an income in 1933 ^vas

do not as a rule work side by side.
In fact, there are systematic efforts

$10543, or ?^-75 P®r month per per
son for an average family of five.

to prevent this. Thus, while the total

It was these intolerable conditions

number of white croppers increases,

which gave birth in 1931 to the Share

they have been systematically weeded

croppers Union, which has now be

out of the. biggest Delta plantations.

come a part of the Farmers Union,
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and somewhat later to the Southern
Tenant Farmers Union, which is now

2. That service agencies for the

purpose of supervising, guiding and

affiliated to the C.I.O. Cannery and

aiding the new farm owners be estab

Agricultural Workers Union. The
heroic struggles of these unions in the

lished in the various localities. These

should give advice, provide seed, fer

face of the most brutal terror helped

tilizer, and other equipment, and

focus the attention of the whole na

should aid in soil conservation and in

tion upon the conditions of the share

troduction of diversified farming.

croppers.

3. That as a part of this wide-scale

The crisis in the Cotton Belt is

land distribution, there should be es

bringing these conditions increasingly

tablished carefully guided, experi

to the attention of the nation as a

whole. Books by liberal and progres

mental types of communities, such as
cooperative farms; model communi

sive Southerners, such as H. C. Nixon,

ties with highly developed school,

Howard Odum, Charles Johnson,
Rupert Vance, Charles Embree,

health, and recreational facilities;

forms of cooperative marketing, etc.

Couch, Vann Woodward and Erskine

The President's Committee's Re

Caldwell are to an even greater de
gree tackling the problem of farm

port outlines such a program as the

above with great' detail. The follow

tenancy arid widely publicizing it.

ing quotation is of especial interest:

The significant factor is that they are
not doing this in a vague or imprac
tical manner. The President's Com

mittee on Farm Tenancy, on which
many such progressive Southerners

served, has drawn up a general pro
gram. More and more progressive
Southerners are lining up behind the
agrarian program of the "New Deal"

Committee on Farm Tenancy.
The general nature of the recom
mendations of this Committee may
well be summarized -as follows:

"In general, the aim should be establish

ment of family-size farms. Families vary
greatly, however, in their capacity for in
dependent management. Farm sizes should

be adjusted to these differences.
"Certain economic disadvantages of the
family-size farm can be, and should be, over

come through cooperative ownership of the

more expensive types of farm machinery and
breeding stock, and through cooperative
buying, processing, and marketing. In
some cases it may be found desirable

for small holders to be cooperatively
associated for the employment of techni
cal supervision. The Farm Security Adminis

.1. That tlje federal government, tration should be authorized to aid the
through the Farm Security Adminis formation of local cooperatives, either by
tration, buy huge acreages of land, technicnl assistance or by loans.
"In some cases, cooperative groups mayespecially from insurance companies,
well be aided to acquire land by purchase
land banks, and other large central or long lease for subleasing to group mem
ized owners, and make long-term
loans at low interest to tenants, in

order to enable them to purchase land
of their own. The aim is to convert
tenants into owners under such con

ditions that they will not have to sell
or mortgage their new holdings.

bers. The cooperative organization would
serve the function of a non;p]rQfit-seeking
Iandlord,_working-in' the interest of its mem
bership. Such an arrangement would relieve

federal agencies of much responsibility for
management. It is recommended that such
a policy be initiated also on an experimental
scale."
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A few such experimental coopera
tive farms are actually being launched
by the Department of Agriculture in
the Delta region of the Mississippi and
Arkansas, e.g., the newly-opened Lake
Dick Agricultural Community.

den of crop reduction on the corpora

This entire program is proposed as

problem through socialism. While cer

being carried out in conjunction with
a widespread program of shifting
families from sub-marginal to good

tain landlords may seek to utilize the

land and of extensive soil conserva

reality be viewed as a complement to

tion. Here the full importance of
T.V.A. to the South in providing

the latter..

flood control, resettlement of farmers

dent's Farm Tenancy Committee offer

on better land, production of better
and cheaper fertilizer and cheap elec

an agrarian program which is sadly

tion farms. The obvious contradic

tion of the practice of crop reduction
where millions are undernourished

must in itself form a powerful argu
ment for the basic solution of the

new A.A.A. as an alternative to the

Farm Tenancy Program, it must in,
The recommendations of tlie Presi

needed at present by the Negro peo

ple of the Black Belt and by the

tricity, institution of crop diversifica
tion pro^ams, and so on, should be

millions of white tenant farmers in

recognized and geared to strengthen
the government's tenant program.
The advancement of this program

far-reaching parts of the developing
program of the democratic front in

must

America. Land being the ba'sic ques

also

be

viewed

in

con

the South. It forms one of the most

junction with the new Agricul
tural Adjustment Act of 1938. This

gle of the Negro people, it offen a

act puts into practice again, but

relatively advanced agrarian program

tion for the national liberation strug

without many evils of the first act, for the present stage of that struggle.
the major principles of the original Since this agrarian program is also
A.A.A. It provides for payment to
farmers (with provisions that checks
for tenants and sharecroppers be made
directly to them and not to land
lords). for reducing acreages in cer
tain major crops, in order (1) that by

producing crops in proportion to the
markets, farmers may receive higher
prices," and (2) that the soir may be
conserved through the planting of
-Other soil-replenishing crops. Pro
visions are also made for crop insur
ance and for guidance in soil conser

vation. While a policy of crop reduc
tion in a nation of ill-fed people is

in the interests of the millions of
white sharecroppers, it forms a com

mon program for the cause of Negro
liberation and for the progressive
movement of the Southern white
masses. In other words, the present

stage of the movement of the Negro

people to obtain land is capable of
becoming an integral part of the gen

eral development of the democratic
front in the South.

This program also raises other in

teresting problems. Its proposals for
making accessible farm machinery
through cooperative purchase resem
ble to a very limited extent the tractor

far from the correct solution, it is at
least necessary to protect the interests

stations in the Soviet Union. In my

of family farms by placing the bur

opinion, we have in the past adopted
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too negative an attitude toward the
development of mechanized cottonfarming. With the federal government

advancing such a program as this, in
the present period of cotton crisis,
with lai^e centralization of land own
ership, should we not actually support

the great estates of our present gracious
gentlemen for the common account."*

However, in the establishment of

cooperatives, clearly it would be dan
gerous to try to move too fast. Cooper

atives within the encirclement of capi
talist economy always suffer a

the establishment here and there of

precarious existence and are always

experimental cooperative mechanized
cotton farms, accompanied by careful

subject to conscious sabotage on the
part of the banks and other capitalist
agencies on which they may be de

legal guarantees against disemployment or eviction of the present ten
Certainly, the

pendent, as well as from hostile ele

ments within the government. Thus,

ants?

major

emphasis

should be, as advocated by the Com
mittee's Report, upon the establish
ment of family-size farms. This is the
desire of the tenants themselves, who
certainly do not today desire collec
tivized agriculture. However, certain
ly we should advocate the establish

ment in some places of experimental
mechanized cooperative farms, espe
cially in the fertile Delta region with
its huge plantations, where the share
croppers at present work cooperative
ly to a certain extent, but for the
planters.

In this connection, Engels wrote to
Bebel on December ii, 1884:
"The demand should be made that the

such farms should clearly be advo
cated only within limits and on an
experimental basis for the moment.
On the other hand, it must be remem

bered that small family-size farms will
have great difficulty in competing with
the big mechanized farms and planta
tions. A few good experimental co^
operatives will be highly influential
in helping to educate the tenants and

small farmers as to the need for pass
ing forward to socialist economy.
The small fanners who still own

their land, but who face disaster, must

also be won for the farm tenancy
program. There have been instances

of small farmers encouraging their
own croppers on strike to organize

other croppers. These instances could

be increased a hundredfold by inten

great demesties which are not yet broken
up should be let out to cooperative societies
of agricultural laborers for joint farming.

sive organization.

The Imperial Government has no state lands

passed by Congress, marks the first

and will therefore ^no doubt find a pretext
for shelving such a proposition put in the

step toward the realization of the thor

form of a motion. But I think this firebrand

mended by the Committee on Farm
Tenancy. This bill as it stands is in

must be thrown among the agricultural day
laborers, which can indeed be done in one

of the many debates on state socialism. This

and this alone is the way to get hold of the
agricultural workers: this is the best method
of drawing their attention to the fact that
later on it is to be their task to cultivate-

The Jones' Tenancy Bill, recently
oughgoing agrarian program recom

adequate. It palls loran appropriation
during the first year of only $10,000,000 for loans to individual land pur•The Correspondence of Marx and Engels,
p. 454. International Publishers, New York.
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administration or for guarantees that

at the end of a few years. (This would
make it possible for big landlords to
take advantage of a tenancy program);
(3) small and individual farming ex

loans will be made to the most needy

clusively; (4) small, tiny appropria

tenants

tions, loans to the upper crust of well- ~

It makes ho provision for democratic

without

discrimination

against Negroes. However, our posi to-do tenants to create a sort of aris
tion should be to support the Jones' tocracy of tenants; (5) local political
Tenancy Bill while calling for amend
ments to increase appropriations; to
democratize the administration of

land purchases and loans through
committees of working farmers, ten

ants, and croppers; to lengthen the

term of loans to 40 years at ii/^ per

control, state by state, with local
county boards of landowners or their
agents to select tenants and lands. It
must be realized that the present
Jones' Tenancy Bill is not a thorough

going tenants' program, but can be

cent interest; to give preference to

utilized in the direction of a land
lords' solution unless democratized

those "who are most in need" instead
of to persons "who are able to make

ever, with such amendments,^ it can

an initial down payment"; to provide

through proper amendments. How
become the basis for the development

that benefits shall at all times main

of a real tenants' solution to the

tain a balance between Negro and

problem.

white sharecroppers.
It is important to remember that

there are two forms of proposed solu

The emetgence of the specific agra
rian program outlined above is a
further indication of the crisis in the

tion to tenancy—a landlord's solution

plantation system. While the planters
are demoralized, "unable to go on
themselves demand (i) good land at ruling in the old way"; the tenants
low prices; (2) government control themselves, as indicated by their
of the land made available, govern formation of unions in recent years,
mental scientific guidance, and credit together with ever-increasing mem
from the government; (3) variations bers of the middle class in the South,
and a tenant's solution. The tenants

are beginning to be "unwilling to go
on being ruled in the same way."
different conditions; (4) an adequate Such a development requires the rapid
and flexibility in size of farms, man-

■ agement, etc., to meet the needs of

appropriation really'to "attack the

building and consolidation of our

problem; (5) federal control with lo

Party, in order that we may correctly
lead the Southern people to a realiza
tion of > the agrarian program which
is being developed and to which they
are increasingly turning. The crisis of

cal and elective boards of tenants to
make selections of land and tenants to
receive the benefits.

The program of the landlords, on

the other hand, calls for (1) distribu
tion of poor land at high prices; (2)
complete independence of tenants

does not mean that they are going to

from any governmental supervision

gram. They will resist with all the

and an uncooditidh^ title to the land

ferocity which they have always shown

the planters in the South certainly
submit to the realization of this pror
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toward any progressive movement—
whether through Ku Klux violence,

passed that motions in the future will

the employment of lynching, or the
filibustering antics of a Bilbo. As the
Wall Street hostility toward Roosevelt
and his program increases, the South

a two-thirds vote. These two measures

be carried by a majority rather than
mean that the reactionary Southern

Democrats can no longer hold the bal
ance of potver in the Democratic Con

ern Bourbon allies of Wall Street are

vention—un/ess they extend the fran

increasingly joining forces with Wall
Street to prevent by all means the

chise—and this in itself would under

realization of that part of the Roose

velt program which most directly
threatens their own rule in the South.
The Cotton Belt landlords, how

ever, are not only in a state of eco
nomic crisis, but are also faced with

serious political difiBculties.
As a result of the completely reac
tionary one-party system which has
continued almost unchallenged in the
South from the days of the Populist
struggles until recent years, the
Southern masses for many decades
have been politically apathetic. How
ever, the emergence of the Farm Ten
ancy program, together with other

New Deal legislative proposals, such
as the Wages and Hours Bill, all of
which require political action for
their enactment, are causing a differ
entiation to take place within the once

"solid" one-party system in the South.

mine their position.
The passage of these two measures
is a real victory for the progressive
wing of the Democratic Party. The
Southern delegates to the Democratic

Convention have been traditionallyreactionary, just as have Southern
Congressmen. This is primarily due to
the fact that they have never repre
sented the Southern people, but only
the Southern upper classes. Thus an
equal number of representatives are
elected from Georgia and Wisconsin,
whose populations are nearly the
same; but the Georgia representatives
are elected by only about 50,000
voters while those from Wisconsin
are elected by nearly a million and a
half voters. The decisions of the
Democratic Convention

will

break

the stranglehold of representatives of

only a small minority over delegates
really representing the masses.

The result is that the masses are be

The Bourbons now are in a state of

ginning to awaken from their tradi

dismay, not knowing in which direc
tion to move. While the reactionary

tional political apathy.

Democrats are in this quandary, many
2. THE POLITICAI. DIFFICULTIES OF THE
SOUTHERN RULING CLASS

At the Philadelphia Convention of
the Democratic Party in 1936, a mo

tion was passed that, in the future,
delegates to the Democratic Conven

progressive Southern Democrats are

advocating extension of the franchise
—some calling for the complete aboli
tion of the poll tax, others for its re
duction. Leaders of the Ybiing Demo

cratic Clubs especially have in places

tion will be elected on the basis of
the number of voters in their districts,

been outspoken in their opposition to
restrictions on voting. In this respect,

and not, as formerly, on the basis of
population. Another decision was

as well as in relation to the cotton

crisis, many of the reactionary Demo-
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crats are to a certain extent in a state

his Committee on the South, which

of demoralization. The lesson to be
drawn here also is that now is the time
to strike hard—now when we can deal

lays the basis for a real democratic
program for the South.
The fight between the forces of

the Southern reactionaries a real body

progress and reaction in the South is
being waged almost exclusively with

blow.

The majority of the white people

in the framework of the Democratic

in the South are disfranchised to an

Party. Here, more than anywhere else,
the fight within the Democratic pri

extent almost as great as that of the
Negro people. Here, again, we have
a common need of Negro and white.
If the progressives strike hard on the

two fronts of winning the right to vote
and ag^rian reform, now while the

Southern ruling class is to a certain

extent in both economic and political
crisis, they should be able to launch
a people's movement in the South

maries is decisive.

The reactionary Democrats from\
the South of the variety of Harrison,
Smith, Garner, Bilbo, Ellender, Glass,

and Byrd, have been working hand in
glove with the most outspoken Re
publican supporters of finance capital.
They are attacking the New Deal

embracing both Negro and white.

Democrats with ever-growing bitter
ness. Yet they do not break with the

The blow delivered at the reaction
ary- Southern Democrats in the last

Democratic Party, although in a mo
ment of rage one of the South Caro

Democratic Convention was just one
aspect of the growing political realign
ment in our country. This was a blow

lina Senators denounced the Demo

cratic Party as now being "controlled
by Negroes." They do not break, be

struck tin the interests of the Southern

cause they know that the traditionally-,

people, as well as of the American

Democratic South would completely

people as a whole, even though it

repudiate them. This and their desire
to keep the Democratic Party from
becoming a party of progress still

emanated mainly from progressive
Democrats in the Nortlr. The South

ern people are showing by their in

creasing support of Roosevelt's legis
lative program that they are well
aware of the fact that the progressive

hold them within the fold of the party
of Roosevelt.

This fact, namely, that the reaction
ary Democrats are tiaitors within the

their true allies.

ranks of the Democratic Party, must
be impressed upon the mind of every
Southerner. Every effort must be made

In response to this support, Roose
velt has now carried the fight for

to repudiate them within the Demo
cratic primaries.

forces, no matter in what section of

■ the cdiihtfy they are to be found, are

progress into the heart of the South

In order to accomplish this, it is of

itself through his Gainesville, Geoigia,
speech, in which he challenged the

the utmost importance that the Negro
people of the South obtain the right

low wage scale in the lower South and

as a form of fascism. This has just

to participate in the primaries.
"The struggle of the Negro people
for the franchise is not just simply

been supprlefhtlhted by the Report of

a struggle for the right to vote.

denounced the remnants of feudalism

THE COMMUNIST

828

but specifically and in addition for
the right to vote in the Democratic
primaries, from which in a number

housing legislation, the anti-lynching

of states they are now directly ex

Youth Conference demonstrates clear

cluded as Negroes.

ly to the Southern white people that
the fear of "Negro domination" is
purely a myth; that just as in the Re

The white Southerners and progres

sives throughout the nation must be
brought to realize that if they are to

bill, etc.

The work of the Southern Negro

defeat the Wall Street-Bourbon Demo

construction legislatures Negro repre
sentatives adopted the most progres

crats, who are holding the whole

sive legislation in the interests of both

South in its present state of poverty

white and Negro people (free public
education, civil liberties, etc.), which
" the South has ever known, so today
the Negro people, if possessing full,
rights of citizenship, would actually

and backwardness and who by their

reactionary hooliganism are disgrac

ing the South in the eyes of the whole
world, they must win all possible
allies for the cause of progress in the

be the most progressive force within

primary elections. They must recog

the entire South and would, in the

nize that the Negro people will vole

interest of the white people as well as
of themselves, aid the Southern people
as a whole to attain such prosperity
and democracy as the white people by

with them against reaction.

A demonstration of this was given
by the Second Southern Negro Youth
Conference held in Chattanooga, Ten_nessee, on April 1-2-3. This conference,
which represented a real movement of
the Negro people in the South, not

only called for the right to vote in
Democratic primaries, but proceeded
to adopt a legislative program which
would have the support of the Negro
masses if they were given the full
rights of citizenship. This program is
not merely in the interest of the Negro
people, but one in the interest of the

entire South. It calls essentially for a
progressive New Deal program for the
South—the Wages and Hours Bill, the
Jones' Tenancy Bill amended in ac

themselves can never achieve.

Lack of democracy in the South is

not merely the concern of the South-

em people, but of the whole nation.
It is the lack of democracy which year
after year returns the same reaction
ary Representatives and Senators
from the Southern states, thus giving

the Southern Congressmen seniority
rights. Because of these seniority
rights, the chairman of every major
Congressional committee, with one ex
ception, is a Southerner. It is these
reactionary committee chairmen who

have been most effective in hamstring
ing the whole New Deal legislative
program. Getting rid of these reaction

cordance with the original proposals
of the Boileau Bill, legislation to in
corporate the recent proposals of the

ary committee chairmen by winning
the battle for democracy in the South
is one of the major tasks confronting

President's Committee on Education,

the entire American nation.

Note: A following article will deal with the relationship between the Negro
liberation movement and the growing democratic front in the light of the

living developments in the South dealt with above.

ROOTING THE PARTY AMONG THE
MASSES IN NEW YORK
BY MAX STEINBERG

Organization Secretary, Communist
Party of New York State

WE HAVE defined as the major ob

industries. Our membership in these

jective for our Party today the industrial branches has grown from
welding of all the progressive forces 1,827 to 6,377.
into the democratic front to assure the
defeat of reaction and to secure the
maximum contribution to the well-

groups we have increased our member

being of our people.

membership has almost doubled,-in

In the light of this task, let us now
analyze our achievements in New York

In the concentration and special
ship from 517 to 1,424. Our women
creasing from 5,142 to 9,883. Our Ne
gro membership has grown from 1,039

State since the last convention. During to 1,841. Our membership among the
that period our Party grew from 15,814 native-bom has more than doubled,
to approximately 30,000. In such im

growing from 6,942 to 14,059. Last,

portant centers as Binghamton and

but not least, in the trade unions we

Buffalo our Party membership has have increased our membership from
doubled. Together with 10,000 mem

8,649 to 15,159.

bers of the Young Communist League,
Furthermore, we have increased our
we have now some 40,000 organized influence to even greater proportions
Communists in the State of New York.

than our numbers, and it is our task

Of the 30,000 Party members, about

now to extend further this influence

600 are carrying out the supreme task and lay the basis for a more rapid
of defending democracy with their growth of the Party.
very lives on the _ljattlp6elds-Q£.Spain.
These achievements were made pos

The registered Party membership sible through the efforts of pur entire
membership. However, great as our
have-at present 860 branches, as com achievements may be, they do not yet.
on our rolls has grown by 10,569. We

pared to 650 at the last convention.

nearly comespond to the existing fa

We have Party oiganizations in every

vorable objective possibilities.
county of our state, with functioning
We have at present 13,827 members
county committees in twenty centers. in 262 neighborhood and town
We have 244 industrial branches,

branches: 6,377 members in the 244

as contrasted to ga in 1936; these
branches rover lyijopl unions in.50

industrial branches; 4,755 in 315 shop
branches; and 1,424 in various roncen-
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tration branches and special groups. ship by only 19 per cent since 1936.
In addition to the 600 in Spain and In utilities, we show hardly any in

about 300 seamen who are on the high

crease. In railroad, too, we find an in

seas, some 1,500 more members are

significant increase, which indicates

expected to register within the next

that not only did we not concentrate
on that industry, but that we even

few months. In May, 1,000 joined our
Party. Exclusive of those not yet reg
istered, we have on the rolls, as of

April 30, 26,383. All further refer

neglected to pay the same attention to
it as we ordinarily give to our other
Party organizations. In the last five

ences in this article are based on this

months, our state committee has taken

figure. Our average dues payments are

some steps to improve this situation.
A special Party organizer has been as
signed to this work.
As a result of our Party's excellent

22,068.

We have at present 11,149 industrial
workers, representing only 42.2 ^er
cent of our membership. Building the

Party in industry is of decisive impor
tance. To the degree that our Party

grows among this stratum of the
American working class can we be

come a factor in the building of the
democratic front and participate more
fully in the politics of our country.

participation in the strike of the ship
building workers in 'Brooklyn, we
grew there by 150 per cent. Had the
bitter struggles been won, there would
have been even a much greater gain
for our Party, and for the shipbuild
ing workers generally.
In the Lackawanna steel mills we

Tlfis low percentage of industrial

have a Party branch. Our comrades

workers in ou^ Party is due primarily
to insufficient attention on our part to
the important question of concentra
tion in basic industry and the weak

during the great steel workers' organ
izing drive, and, during this period,

were the leaders in building the union

cruiting. The message of the Open

commanded the respect of the work
ers. Yet no real efforts were made by
our leading committee in Buffalo to

Letter, addressed by the National

aid the comrades in Lackawanna and

Committee of our Party to our mem

to build the Party there to such pro
portions that it would not only have

ness of our industrial branches in re

bership in 1933, which emphasized the
importance of building the Party
among the decisive section of the

. American working class, holds good
even to a greater extent today.

imbued

the

union

with

added

strength, but would have prevented
the situation now existing, where Red

baiting has developed and the union
has been weakened. The Erie County

CONCENTRATION

Committee has taken measures to rem

'To overcome this weakness we must

edy this situation by sending a full-

set up concentration branches to carry

time organizer to work with th& com-

out planned, organized activity in ba

rades in Lackawanna. Our state com

sic mass production industries.
In examining our work in concen
tration industries, we find that in long

much more in this work than in the
past.

shore we have increased our member

In such industries as trucking, util-

mittee, too, will have to assist very
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In another industry, long noted for
the militancy and progressiveness of the

build and strengthen the trade unions,

workers, in the needle trades, where

while we build the Party at the same

our Party, during many years of bitter
struggles and victories, has given the

time.

We must also take special cogni

best forces and made real contribu

zance of the weaknesses in our work

tions, we find an even worse situation.

in the marine industry. The building
longshoremen must become first and

Here the rate of recruiting shows a
marked decrease compared to past
years. And while we can register an

foremost the responsibility of the state

increase of 620 needle workers since

of the Party among the seamen and
committee, as well as of the marine

1936, we must also note that while our

workers themselves. If our Party com
rades in the marine industry will con

Party as a whole has increased by 66
per cent, in the needle trades the in

tinue to neglect the bringing forward
of the Party's position on the day-to

crease has only been 30.2 per cent.

day issues of the people as a whole and
especially of marine workers; if they
will not increase their activity in bring
ing forward the full Party program and
build the Party, they will find that the
union will not only be attacked by the
enemies from the outside but that the
enemies will utilize the forces within

Do our comrades who function day
in and day out in their trade unions
think as Communists, in terms of the

vital political issues of the day; in^
terms of bringing forth the program
and independent role of our Party on
such issues as jobs, unemployment,
Negro discrimination, Spain, China,

collective security, trade union unity,
the union to attack the organization, and the ultimate way out—socialism?
its leadership, its membership, and
Do our comrades think in terms of
weaken the union itself.*
convincing the workers of the great
role our Party is playing in all the
INDUSTRIAL COMPOSITION

In dealing with the industrial com

present struggles, in such a manner as
to counteract the poison which the

position of our membership, we must Lovestoneites and Trotskyites are
give special thought to the problem spreading daily among these workers?
How are we Communists struggling
facing us in the light industries where
our Party has. always stood-out-4n-the against the Lovestoneites and Trotskyforefront of the workers' struggles. At iVes? The results show that the struggle
our Ninth Convention we had i,i8B

is all too insufficient. Our comrades

food workers, working among approx seem to have too long a perspective on
imately 75,000 of some of the most Lovestoneism!, especially among the
progressive workers in New York City. dressmakers, figuring that some time
In the last two years, these 1,186 in the future the union will be rid of
Communists increased their ranks by them. Meanwhile the comrades go
no more than 597.
•The copectness of this warninR has been
confirmed in the course .of .tfie recent elec
tions in the NatTbnalWaritimd Union—iBd.

about their daily work, leaving the

workers in the main to the "educa
tion" of the Lovestoneites in the union

with their propaganda against the
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unity of the workers and the People's

to disrupt the unions under the dis

Front in the struggle against reaction. guise of militant phrases.
We have cited only three industries
We can rest assured that had Party
education been developed among the where the tempo of Party building
workers, the Lovestoneites and Trot-

among the industrial workers has

skyites and the Trotsky-infected "mili

slowed down. This decline holds gen

tant" Socialists would soon find them

erally in all industries. In all the light

selves despised by all the workers.

industries combined, the Party mem

The workers would chase them out of
their ranks, while the honest elements,
of course, would leave the Lovestone-

bership relative to our total member

little over 200. At a time when the

ever, by building the Party among an

painters have expressed their hope

element that offers a fertile field for

and confidence by electing Commu
nists to office, throwing overboard the
reactionary Zausner; when there is a
great movement among the building

Trotskyism and Lovestoneism, have
proved that their struggle against

ship has decreased by 7.1 per cent,
while in heavy industry, including
communications
and transport, where
ite camp. If this had been our work,
naturally our Party would have grown the Party has grown from 1,297
1,876, the proportion to the entire
ten times as strong in numbers.
In the building trades today we membership has decreased from almost
have a membership of 1,740, compared 10 per cent to 7.1'per cent.
Our white-collar comrades, how
to 1,511 two years ago—a growth of a

Trotskyism and

Lovestoneism was

conducted in a much more effective

workers generally for the right to

manner. We can say to our white-

work, for W.P.A. jobs, etc.; in these
favorable conditions the percentage of

collar comrades: "Good work, com

building trades workers in our Party
has decreased, from 9.5 per cent two

years ago to 6.6 per cent today. Our
-comrades in the building trades, espe

rades. Go to it, with more impetus,
with even greater force and ever high
er gains." But to our entire Party we
must add: "Comrades, all of our might
and effort must be concentrated hence

cially among the painters, must realize forward on building the Party among
that, unless they develop a real educa the industrial workers in every com
tional program among the workers on
all the immediate issues of the day

from the standpoint of the union it
self, and the Party's position on these
issues, as well as its full program, they

munity in our state. We know that
our white-collar and professional
worker comrades will be a great factor
in throwing in their forces to the real
ization of this task."

will find themselves weakened, not

only in the struggle with the employ
ers, for which they should be prepared
at all times, but in struggle with the
agents of the employers within the
ranks of the union, in struggle against
the poisonous influence of the Trot-

RECRUITING

In examining the recrOiting and
building of our Party generally, we
find that immediately after the Ninth
Convention we averaged 700 recruits
per month. In 1937 our average was

skyites and Lovestoneites, who are out 975, and for the first four months of
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this year our average has been 1,031 workers; 87 branches are in the light
recruits. Now we confidently expect to industries, food, needle, metal, etc.,
increase this pace; we look forward to and 179 among the white-collar and
a membership of 50,000 within a year, professional workers.
There has been hardly any increase
of whom at least 65 per cent will be
industrial workers.

in the number of shop branches in the

When we look at Buffalo, Syracuse,
Schenectady, Binghamton, and the
other counties upstate, we see our
Party beginning to emerge from the
stage of infancy. We feel confident
that in the upstate sections we shall

important industries, and only a small

soon witness an accelerated growth

important industries, our Party would
today have thousands of workers ih

proportionate to that in New York.
So far, in our work generally, we

increase in all industries throughout
the state.

Without any hesitation, we can state
that had we been more alert to the

need of building the Party in these

these industries. To cite an example:

have promoted recruiting through spe

There is a big power plant on the

cial drives initiated by the National

B.M.T. subway system. A sit-down
strike took place in this plant, in
which our comrades played an active

or State Committee. These have had

a two-fold purpose: to increase the
tempo of recruiting, and to train our
Party membership in the habit of re

front of the struggle and remembered

cruiting as a day-to-day task. How
ever, since we have not yet succeeded

that the best guarantee for building
the union was a strong Party. The

role. Our comrades were in the fore

to any great extent in achieving the strike resulted not only in building
second objective, we still need periodic the Transport Workers Union, but in
Party building drives in order to create
this consciousness on the part of every
Party member and instill in them the
revolutionary understanding of the
need of building the revolutionary

a considerable increase in the Party

vanguard, the Party.

dous achievements of the union, or to

branch.

On the other hand, the growth of

the Party in traction generally has in
no way measured up to the tremen

the growing political consciousness of
these strategic workers. We re-empha
size:
Our Party must begin to discuss
As mentioned above, we Ji^e 315
SHOP BRANCHES

shop branches, a ^in of 30 since the

with the workers in the industries the

last convention. We have in them

significance of every political struggle

4>755-comrades operating among 300,000 workers. Of the 315 shop bratiches,

taking place in the country.
While in some instances the itasuifi-

27 are in basic industry—heavy metal, cient building of the Party is due to
power, steel, etc, with 869 members. hesitancy, in many other cases it is
In other strategic industries, such as sheer neglect, as in General Electric
textile. General. Electric, traction, in Schenectady.

longshore, trucking, communications,

Where the problem is properly tm-

post office, and meat packing, we have

derstood and real efforts made, it is

an additional Sa ljrkhches with 290

possible to build the Party. In Syra-
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cuse, known as an open-shop center, included: (1)Distribution of the Daily
it was possible to build a steel branch Worker in a Painters' Club in Harlem.
as we started to build the union. The (2) Discussion on recruiting. (3) Dis
Party there is still very small; never cussion on types of leaflets to be dis
theless, it has registered a real effort tributed in the union. (4) Preparation
to build the Party simultaneously with for participating in the section "Free
building the union. This continues Thaelmann" meeting. (5) Participa
after the union has been established. tion in the anti-lynching demonstra
On the other hand, in Rochester,

tion at Union Square. (6) Support for

where our Party members were largely
instrumental in organizing the steel
union, no recruiting was done—hot
even a small shop branch organized.
In orientating our Party at this time

the O'Connell Bill.

However, in spite of the plan, the
branch held no open membership
meeting that month and did not suc

toward renewed efforts among the in

ceed in activizing the membership
around the issues discussed by the

dustrial workers, we wish to stress an

executive committee. On two occasions

important medium which our Party
must utilize in this work, that is, the

the comrades were called to general
fraction meetings. The third week the

issuance of shop papers by all the shop

comrades attended a conference of in

branches. Our shop papers need not

dustrial branches organized by the

be limited to a discussion of the cur

section.

rent economic and political problems

What should be the life of such a

of the country or specific problems of branch? In the first place, nothing
the shop, important as this is, but should prevent it from holding its reg

must become an educator by propa ular meetings. Once and for all our
gating the final aims of our Party, Party organizations must begin to look
pointing to the achievements of the

upon themselves as honest-to-goodness

Soviet Union as the living example of American organizations, and not so
gain by establishing a government of

lightly suspend a regularly authorized
meeting. We would resent it strongly

their own.

if a leader of a trade union did this,

what the workers and farmers will

INDUSTRIAL BRANCHES

Let us take a painters' industrial

and we would protest. It does not mat
ter how important other meetings may
be, we must never call off our branch

branch in Yorkville, one typical of our meetings. Such procedure only disor
industrial branches. There are 75 ganizes our basic Party organization,
members iii^this branch, with an aver

impairs the political content and con

age attendance of between 35 and 40. tinuity of its work, and prevents our
On the surface, the branch seems to

membership from advancing their po

function efficiently. It has an execu

litical understanding of the issues of

tive committee of nine comrades who

the day."

plan the activity. Open membership

Second there should be regular dis
cussions on major political issues, such
as wages-and-hours legislation, antilynch legislation, the Recovery Pro-

meetings are held once a month and

political discussions twice monthly.
The agenda for the month of April
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gram, the coming elections, and the
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TERRITORIAL BRANCHES

Constitutional Convention. These dis

cussions should be definitely related to

We shall now review briefly the

our work in the trade union. Such an

work of our territorial branches, which

agenda will guarantee a high attend
ance, high recruiting, and a minimum

have matured greatly since the last
convention and have begun more and
more to take on the character of po

of fluctuation.

Above all, we should avoid the dan

ger of turning our industrial branches

litical organizations based on Ameri
can tradition and custom. This is true

into trade union fractions that con

particularly in the city of New York,

cern themselves only with trade union
problems. Occasionally it may be nec

where the branches operate within

Assembly District lines. The problem

essary to evaluate the activity and the

of building our Party in the commu
participation of the membership in nity, as with our shop and industrial
the life and struggle of the union. organizations, depends basically on
However, today the workers in these the ability of the branch to react to
unions are for the most part on the vital political issues in organizing the
progressive side of the road. What is, masses, and to bring forward the van
therefore, of greatest importance is guard role of the Party.
that our Party organizations, working
Let us examine some recent experi

in these industries, concentrate on the

political education of the workers in

ences in branch work.
The Central Park branch in Roches

order to advance the movement for

ter is making headway in concretely

the democratic front. Our branches

applying the line of the Party in the

should be chiefly concerned with the
vanguard role of the Party, with the
work of our painter comrades as Com
munists in bringing that role to these

immediate locality. This branch ad
vanced far lately as the result of a
correct approach to the Italian people,
who constitute the laigest single group
in the city. The branch has helped
build the American Labor Party, and
is developing a movement to unite the
Italian organizations for the coming
election campaign, in support of the

workers.

When we first organized the indus
trial branches our chief argument was
that they would serve as a means of
building shop branches and would
improve our concentration in indus■ try.—This objective," however, has- not
yet been realized. We must re-empha-

size the importance of entrenching

progressive Congressman Kelly, whom
the reactionary Gannett is out to knife.
In addition, as a result-of the initia
tive of our comrades, some fourteen

and building our Party in the shops, Italian groups gathered in a confer
mills, and factories, especially where ence 'MOund the program of the
large numbers of the workers are em

Committee for the Protection of For

ployed. This should be the direction

eign-Bom. This conference received

toward which our eyes must be turned, favorable comment from leaders of the
finding and utilizing every possibility Italian CivicLeague,the dominantfed
for building the basic organization of eration of its kind in the community.
The branch is also active around
the Party.in
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the vital issues of relief, W,P.A., and per cent of its membership, and col

jobs. As a result, it is gathering mo-

lecting over $i,oQo in the financial'

, mentum and is growing. The work of drive, recruited only 40 members in a
this branch, furthermore, is an exam

period of two years. Why is this? The

ple of what can be done among the branch oiganizes regular discussions,
German people, the second largest sin introduces many novel methods to in
gle group in Rochester, as well as
among other groups.
In Manhattan, the Avenue C branch

of the 6th Assembly District is an

other outstanding example of good
Party work. The branch operates in a
territory predominantly Jewish and

volve the membership in these discus
sions, frequently holds socials, and has
developed an air of friendliness and
comradeship in the branch; as many

as thirty visitors attend its meetings at
one time. Yet its orientation is inward.

It does not root itself in the neighbor

relatively well organized, with many hood; the life and needs of the people
social clubs, synagogues, and other in
stitutions. It maintains close contact

with most of these groups and has
been, in addition, instrumental in
helping to build a local of the Work
ers Alliance, a Tenants Union, and a

are not made the major subjects for
discussion and activity. With its good
method of work and its ability for or
ganization, this branch should apply
itself to oiganizing the unemployed in
the struggle for relief, and to develop

club of the American Labor Party. ing a movement in the neighborhood
Mass meetings are regularly held in

around local issues; on this basis, it

the neighborhood. The branch con

would emerge from its relative isola

ducts an open forum weekly and issues tion and establish itself as a major
leaflets to popularize both the forums
and mass meetings. As a result, the at

political factor in the community.
Clearly, the fundamental problem

tendance at the branch meetings is
well over 80 per cent, dues payments
exceed 90 per cent, the meetings are
conducted efficiently, and a great num

come

ber of the comrades are involved in

lies in the ability of the bran^ to be
a community organization,

aware of the issues of the community
and establishing intimate ties in the

Building Drive, 65 new members were

whole life of the community. The so
lution requires first that every mem
ber of the branch actually live in the

recruited by the branch, and since the
close of the drive, an additional nine.

branch territory. The Election District
group, composed of comrades living in

Party activity. During the last Party

These examples can be multiplied. an election district, which is a recog
There is the Black Rock branch in
Buffalo; the Milton Hemdon branch

nized American political form of or
ganization, is an effective means by
in Upper Harlem, and many others. which we can organize the most fruit
Many were reported at the splendid ful work in the territory. However,-the
State Party Builders Congress held last work in -the Election District group
November.

On the other hand, there is the ex

ample of a branch in Bronx County,
which, while registering close to too

depends on the. role which the branch
as a whole plays in the territory, in
organizing the workers for struggle
around basic issues.
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Our branches should without delay
proceed to organize these Election Dis

of which include many hundreds and
even thousands of people who can be
trict groups. We must distinguish the rallied for the support of the demo
Election District form of oi^anization cratic front. In this way we will estab
from the old work groups which we set lish, through our branches, a broad
up in the street branches a number of field of mass work which is the guar
years ago and through which we tried antee for building the Party and unit
to "break" into the territory. One such ing the people around common objec
group was assigned to build the Un
tives in the struggle for jobs, security,
employed Council, another a tenants' democracy and peace.
block committee, etc. These old groups
The Election District group will
were not effective years ago and at this also constitute the basic apparatus in
time this form of division of work is
our work in the coming crucial elec
artificial and ineffective altogether. tion campaign. How we shall clarify

Whereas in the past the street unit
took in a tremendous territory, today
the Party branch operates within a
concentrated

area

of a few blocks.

the basic issues in the campaign, and
rally the masses for effective stru^le
against reaction, will depend on our
ability now to set these groups into

Therefore the problem of the branch
is to organize the activity of the Elec
tion District groups so as to establish

ity in the community, the State Com

ourselves on the friendliest and most

mittee has also decided to involve the

intimate terms with the people in the
neighborhood on the basis of common

members of the shop and industrial
branches in neighborhood activity, un

motion.

In order to develop maximum activ

interests and needs'.

der the direction of the Party captain

This approach eliminates the strain
of mechanical assignments of scattered

in the Election Districts where the
comrades live. This becomes increas

tasks. The comrades working in the
Election District groups can build

ingly necessary, as well as possible,

around themselves a natural following

situation in the labor movement we

of their own neighbors with whom to

no longer need tightly organized frac

since we all agree that in the present

be in constant contact. The sale of the

tions in the trade unions and other

Daily Worker and Sunday Worker, of
Party literature; the distribution of
leaflets; discussion and action^on- po
litical problems and local issues, if
properly organized, will also follow

mass organizations. Since this will re
lease comrades from unnecessary meet

ings in the fractions, they will have
more opportunity to participate.in the
life and activities of the Party in the

naturally. In this way the Communist neighborhoods through their cohtact
with the Election District group. Many
of these comrhdes, coming as they do

Party can best establish its citizenship
in the community.
In connection with this, and as part
of the activity of the branch, contact
can be established with the organiza

from the factories and trade unions,

the Y's, the settlement houses, etc, all

Labor Party, utilizing the time at their

can contribute a great deal to the

building of the local political organ
tions in the community, the churches, izations, particularly the American
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disposal in the best interests of the

mass influence? Surely we cannot

labor movement and our Party.
The -Election District system will
thus surely improve considerably the

assume that the Negro people are

functioning of the entire branch; will

result in better dues payments, attend
ance, and certainly in better assign
ments and execution of tasks.

passive, or accept without resistance
the miserable lot imposed on them
by the white ruling class. On the

contrary, the movement for Negro
rights is developing with greater mo
mentum from day to day. Our Party
actively participates in initiating these

FLUCTUATION

movements. Look at the Harlem Leg

. Our fluctuation is so alarming that
we believe it requires fuller elabora
tion and analysis.

islative Conference; the job campaign;
movements developed in Stuyvesant
Heights, in Westchester and Queens

cruited 20,716 members, which num

Counties; the progressive position
taken by the Negro people in the

ber, if added to the 15,815 on the rolls

1936 elections, and in the recent cam

Since our last convention we re

then, would make a total membership paign. What then is the answer?
of 36,531. During the same period,
There are many factors to be con
however, we lost 10,147 members. This

sidered. Some of them result from the

huge loss represents workers in many objective situation which, in the whole
industries and from many walks of system of discrimination, creates spe
life, recruited in the course of strike

struggles, unemployed activity, the
struggle for Negro rights, civil liber

ties, etc. Our smallest loss relatively

cial problems in connection with the
consolidation and growth of the Party,
which we have not yet learned fully to

we lost 1,518, or 64.5 per cent of the

master. At the same time, the progres
sive movement, particularly in the
trade unions and even among the un
employed, lags considerably in devel
oping struggles around the special is
sues affecting the Negro people.
Our own Party, working among the
white workers and masses generally, in
the trade unions and other organiza
tions, is not coming forward energet
ically enough in the struggle for

membership we had on the rolls.

equality to the point where the role

was among our women

comrades.

True, there, too, the loss was consider

able. Nevertheless the increasing rate
of recruitment among women and the
decreasing fluctuation are encourag
ing. We must aim for even greater im
provement in this field.

The ^eatest fluctuation occurred

among our Negro membership, where

While we recruited 2,320 Negroes into of the Party in this struggle is appa
the Party since the last convention, the
net growth is but 802.

How can we reconcile this compara
tively small growth and heavy fluctua
tion of our Negro membership, in the
face of the tremendous popularity of
the Party in Harlem and other Negro
communities, in the face of the Party's

rent to the broad masses of the Negro
people.
More than ever, predseljT because
the Party is such an important factor
in the progressive movement, it is es
sential that we educate and organize
the white workers to display greater
initiative in the struggle for Negro

A
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rights. We must recognize that the learned how to work efficiently in our
problems which the Party faces in Party, how to deal with our individual
Harlem and other Negro communities recruits, how to make them feel com
are not independent of, or divorced fortable and at home in our ranks.
from, this general struggle. Hotv we We have not yet learned how to adapt
work in the trade unions, in the un

their revolutionary enthusiasm and

employed movement, everywhere, def
initely affects the problems of Party
growth and activity in Harlem. We
have somewhat neglected, in the re

militancy and cultivate these further
in the Party. We have not yet learned
sufficiently how to follow up new mem
bers once they join our organization.

cent period, sharply and constantly to

We tend to consider the job finished

raise the Negro question among the

when the application card is filled. We
permit the recruit to sit at our branch
meetings and let him try as best he
can to decipher many of the things

masses and, as part of this question, to
help advance our Negro comrades, the

Negro workers, into leadership in the
Party and other organizations on the
basis of true equality. This neglect
must be wiped out at once.
Our Party organization must also
work out more effective forms and

methods to correspond with the tradi
tions and organizational experience of

that we discuss and, in most instances,
with little or no assistance. Our con

versation with him is often limited to

asking the comrade what assignments
he is willing to accept. He usually
does, eagerly, and assumes burden

the Negro people. Just as we created

after burden while still groping for a
clear understanding of his role in the

the branch as the American form of

Party. If he does not appear at branch

organization, so we must incorporate
into the branch life in Negro commu

meetings,' no one notices or bothers
much until registration comes around.

nities those traditions that are best

Then we become alarmed and begin a
frantic hunt. By that time we cannot

adapted to communicate the line and
policies of the Communist Party, and
in this way reduce to a minimum the
great turnover in our Negro member
ship.

We have dealt at some length with
a special problem which is of the ut.inost concern -to tmr enTife' Party. But

how can we generally explain the loss
of more than 10,000 people who had
at one time or another declared their

intention of becoming Communists?
Can we say that they are not fit mate
rial for our Party and therefore that

find him.

Is it any wonder, then, that the

largest percentage of the lost members
are those whose membership averages
one and one-half years in the Party?
Our first-year recruits obviously re

quire the maximum consideration if
we are to eliminate the large fluctua
tion.

*

'

METHODS OF WORK

More American efficiency is neces

sary in our work. We in the Party can

' we are the ones who must take the

learn a great deal from methods and
systems employed in the organizations

responsibility for this. With all our
good-int^niions,^ we have not yet

of our trade union movement and
in the business institutions. These

they are to be blamed? It is clear that
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institutions do not permit fluctuation
without making every effort to hold
on to their memb^hip or clientele.
If we leam how to apply efficient
low up our individual members, espe

cern itself with raising the level of
understanding of its membership so
that the very things our comrades are
doing will be improved tenfold and a
hundredfold through greater under
standing, more forethought, and more

cially new recruits; if we give constant

enthusiasm.

organization; if we leam how to fol

attention to these comrades at and

between meetings, and help them ab
sorb the program and experience of

apparatus in the membership and

We have made definite headway in
the direction of training our personnel
and equipping them with a fuller un
derstanding of all these complex prob
lems. Within the limits possible, we
have given personal attention to the
leading people of our counties and

finance departments, then we can

sections in the state. In addition, we

rest assured that we shall retain our

have forged ahead in extending the
education of our members throughout
the state. The program of our training

the Party; if we are careful not to

overload these comrades with assign
ments, and give major consideration
to guiding them in their present activ
ity; if we improve our administrative

members.

Our State Committee, while giving
consistent leadership to our Party in

all phases of politick life, has found it
necessary to pay special attention to

methods of work in oiganization and

in the building of an efficient appara
tus. Of course, there are many weak
nesses that can be pointed to in the
work of the State Committee itself, but

we are steadily learning to improve
our work. We found it of the utmost

importance to build up a membership
committee and also to place in charge
of this committee a very able and po

'O

TRAINING OF PERSONNEL

schools has been extended. Since the

last convention we have held 13 fulltime training schools of 8 to 10 weeks'
duration, attended by 284 students
from every part of our state. There
have been graduated 717 students from

state part-time training schools. We
conducted special Party schools for

trade unionists, special women's
schools, and special schools for the dedevelopment of Negro personnel.
In addition, 1,328 students went

through section training schools, and
litically mature comrade. Bee Wells, 289 students attended full and partwhom we sent to the National Train
time county training schools. A special
ing School. Our counties and sections school in the Spanish language was

are beginning to follow this example

conducted in Harlem, a three-month

of work in the State Committee.
Above all, let us in the branches or

guage, two six-week courses in Greek,

training course in the Italian lan

ganize the assignment of activity on

two in Russian, and one eight week
end training scfibol in German. This
Party naturally performs in his day- achievement was made possible by a
the basis of what the worker in our

tb-day life before he enters the Party, serious application of the decision
but now with a greater political un
derstanding. Our Party should con

made at our last convention. We shall

exert even greater efforts now to ex-
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and quantity of our schools.
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Great tasks and great responsibility
lie before us. We live and work in a

We ought to bring before the entire period of the greatest decisive battles

Party the urgent need of further study
of the basic revolutionary theories of
Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, as a
gfuarantee and prerequisite for better
leadership and the solution of the
problems facing the toilers of Amer

for human liberation history has
known. Though fascism is on the of
fensive, the forces of progress grow.
This is a battle for the very preserva
tion and advancement of human prog

ica. When we speak of learning the
basic principles of our great leaders,

ress, of the civilization of the world.

teachings, and writings of our own

the whole civilized world

These battles are not divorced from

we can point with pride to the life, the American scene. On the contrary,

Comrade Earl Browder, who, through
his practical, revolutionary activity,

looks

to

America today. We American Com
munists face the task of mobilizing the

emerges as the American disciple of American people to influence the
course of events toward greater prog
Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin.
In connection with personnel and ress and democracy, to assure that our
our whole political and educational

activity, we must take major respon
sibility to safeguard our Party and the
interests of the working class by driv
ing out of the labor and progressive
movement the disguised agents of fas

cism, the enemy of the working class
and our people, the enemy of the So
viet Union—the Trotskyites and Lovestoneites. More vigilance, more alert
ness throughout the Party are neces
sary to drive these traitors completely
out of the labor movement.

country will be a decisive factor for
welding the forces of peace and prog
ress, against fascism and decay.
We will be able to carry through
our responsibility if every one of us
pledges and resolves to work unceas

ingly for the practical application of
our revolutionary tasks. Ours is a dif

ficult job. But the American people
are moving forward with great strides,
and are maturing politically. We must

provide the leadership and the organ
ization.

OUR NEXT TASKS IN PARTY EDUCATION
BY A. LANDY

NO PARTY attaches so much impor

the Party is educational and the edu

tance to the education of its

cational work is the task of the entire

members as the Communist Party.
This follows naturally from the very
character of our Party as the revolu

Party.
During the past three years, corre

sponding with the Party's political

tionary vanguard of the working
class. It flows from its Marxist-Lenin

maturity and its establishment as a
vital force in American life, a really

ist principles, its theory of scientific
Communism, and its recognition that

serious and significant turn has been
made with regard to inner-Party edu

enlightenment, knowledge, science
and truth are indispensable to the

cation. The entire Party is hard at
work educating the necessary cadres

material and intellectual liberation of

training Marxist-Leninist forces, de
veloping its leading personnel. Full

the working class and oppressed hu
manity.
It is impossible to win the masses

time training schools, part-time train

The entire work of the Party rests
on the recognition that its own activ
ity, far from being a substitute for the
struggle of the masses, must help the
masses in this struggle to learn from

reached out to every district and sec
tion of the Party.
But even with regard to this aspect

ing schools, week-end schools and a va
for correct policies without education. riety of other schools have been de
It is impossible to conduct any strug veloped. An efficient apparatus for
gle without enlightenment, without this work has grown up, a great deal
combatting prejudice, dispelling illu of experience has been accumulated
sions,exposing demagogy and showing and, what is equally important, the
the consequence of wrong theories.
determination to extend the work has

their own experiences, to draw the

of Party education, it must be said
that only very good beginnings have
been made. The best example of this

necessary conclusions from their own

is the work of the New York District,

mistakes and to see the next steps re
quired, by the struggle. In this sense,
every single Communist, regardless of

which has made most progress in this
type of education. According to the
report of the New York Education
Departmenti 8,445 selected comrades

his specific task in the Party, must not
only be an educator of the masses,

hut must help equip the Party and
himself to meet this responsibility.
In this sense, too, the entire work of

have studied in 106 schools during

the past two years, including parttime, section, county and full-time
state training schools. This represents
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only la to 15 per cent of the total
New York membership. In addition,

a break-down of these figures shows
that improvements have to be made

843

2. The overwhelming part of our
membership is new in the Party. More
than half of its 75,000 members have
joined its ranks during the past two

in the direction of greater attention years. These new masses have been
to the training of branch organizers, won in the stru^le against war and
extension of the system of training fascism, for democracy and peace, for
schools of all types with greater re their immediate economic needs, for
gard to the availability and prepara the democratic front and the People's
tion of competent teachers, and Front. But the stru^le alone does not
greater control of the curriculum to automatically produce Marxists-Len
see that it meets the living, practical inists. Mere admission to the Party is
needs of the Party and helps to still a long way from the mastery of
train practical leaders theoretically Bolshevism. To help the Party mem
grounded.
bership and particularly the new
EDUCATE THE ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP

members master Bolshevism, to make
them into conscious Communists and

However, while this phase of our
educational work is finally beginning
to receive the attention it merits, the

task of educating the mass of the
Party membership still remains to be

done. With respect to inner-Party
education, this is now our major task.
All circumstances have combined to
make the education

of the entire

membership particularly urgent at
the present time.
1. Today %ve have a mature Party
whose influence is a vital factor in

the life of our country. There is hard
ly any section of the Party which does
not have serious responsibilities in re

enable them to participate more ef
fectively in the life and decisions of
the Party, is a necessity made all the
more urgent by the present level and
tempo of the struggle, by the general
maturity and influence of the Party.

3. With the perspective of 100,000
members by the end of the year it is
necessary to be alert to the fact that
we are now dealing with a Party that
has large numbers in its own ranks.
To absorb them, to help them over
come alien concepts, to equip them
with the full power of Marxist-Lenin
ist thought and weld them into an

lation to the masses. At no time,

ideologically homogeneous and mono
lithic force is a task whose very scope

therefore,-has'it been so miportant for

demands immediate attention.

the whole membership really to
master the Party's policies and on the
basis of this to get some grounding

4. The demagogy of reaction and
fascism, the disruptive activity of its

in its theory. The program of the
democratic front, for jobs, security,
democracy and peace, requires, to use
Comrade Browder's phrase, that our
whole Party become "master agitators
among the people" for the whole pro
gram and the'slogaiis ei^pressing it.

the necessity of helping the masses to
master the full meaning and costly

Trotskyite-Ebvestoneite agents, and

lessons of Social-Democratism make it

imperative for every Party member to
be firmly anchored in the principles
of Marxism-Leninism. This is all the

more necessary because the Party
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membership today is involved in liv
ing politics, is in the very midst of
mass problems requiring independent
judgment, flexibility and tact on the
basis of strict adherence to principlfe.
The thousands of new forces that

have gone through our training
schools during the past three years
make it possible for us now to under
take the organization of elementary
schooling for. the bulk of the Party
membership. The main thing is to

Struggle for Socialism; (5) The Role
of the Communist Party in the De

veloping Democratic Front.
To involve the entire membership in
an organized study of the Tenth Con
vention it is necessary to base such a
course on the Party branches. Con
ducted in the branches, it will be pos
sible to reach most of the members,

make study methods and procedure
feasible, and concretize the course in

make the fullest use of their abilities

terms of the branch problems, experi
ences and possibilities of work. Aside

and their training.

from this, the branches must be the

MASTER THE DECISIONS OF THE
TENTH CONVENTION

As a beginning in this direction,
the National Committee has worked

out a flve to six month plan of study
of the decisions, policies and program
adopted by the Tenth Convention of
the Party. The idea behind this
course is to reach every single Party
member, help him master the main
decisions of the Tenth Convention

starting point of our educational
work, if this is to Be a means of de

veloping an active, political life in
the Party and not an exercise in
scholastics.

The systematic study of the Tenth
Convention is no substitute for the

discussion of current questions and
campaigns. This must go on as usual
in the branches. By extending the

study course over a period of five to
six months it is possible to set aside

and in the course of this give him a
more fundamental grasp of the under
lying principles of Marxism-Leninism. Such a living, practical approach
to the study of Marxism-Leninism, in
which theory is studied in connection
with the concrete policies of the
Party, is absolutely essential, if the
entire membership is to be mobilized

one branch meeting a month for dis
cussion of current questions and one

for more effective work.

thusiasm for it among the Party mem
bers, and carefully prepares the neces

For this purpose five major ques
tions have been selected for study:
(i) The Economic Crisis, as the crux
of all political problems today; (2).
The Offensive of Reaction and the

Building of the Democratic Front;

(3) The Party and the American
Democratic Traditions; (4) The Re
lation of the Democratic Front to the

for the study class. The important
thing is to avoid crowding out the
study course on the ground that other
work is more pressing. This will be
prevented if the Party leadership
initiates this course on a high politi
cal level, helps to develop real en

sary staff of teachers and study lead
ers. No leading comrade should be
exempt from teaching thisT" course.
Without this we cannot talk seriously
of helping the membership master the
policies and program adopted by the
Tenth Convention or vouch for the

political quality of the course.
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tion as to how to educate the mass of

concrete substance by seeing that the
example of the more developed com
rades is used to guide and stimulate
the rest of the membership. It must
be augmented and guaranteed by the

the Party membership. It will be the

systematic study of Party principles

first large-scale effort in this direction.

and policies.

For this reason, the quicker we take
hold of it, the quicker we will begin

that branch and Party life as such,

THE CHANNELS OF PARTY EDUCATION

The successful fulfilment of this

course will help us answer the ques

to solve in a practical way the prob
lem of developing political thought
and political life in our Party
branches. In saying this, it must be
emphasized that the mass of the Party

membership will be educated not by a
mere multiplication of formal classes.
The regular political life of the Party

It would be a mistake to assume

unaided by other measures of system
atic education and conscious atten

tion to the development of people,
will automatically educate our mem

bership. Our past experience is suf
ficient indication that this is not so.
What is needed is more attention to

actual politics and to the mechanics

must be the main channel of such

of mastering politics. And the first

education, the only framework within
which it can take place. This requires

condition for this is to marshal all

that less be left to chance, more be

planned and prepared. And though
some beginnings have been made
here and there, the full force of our

efforts has not yet been felt in the
place where the education of the
membership counts, the Party
branches.
Branch discussions and educational

meetings. Party conferences and con
ventions, the Party press and current
literature, in short, the Party's daily
political life is the vital road to the
schooling of our membership. The
more Oiif Ihdivicfuai members and

Party organizations are involved in
the solution of political questions, the
more they tie their studies to these
problems, the more will they leam
and grow and mature.
Outside the process of meeting and
solving problems, outside the course
of practical struggle and experience
there is no actual road to political

learning. 0'hly, - £hfs iaust be given

leading political forces for steady and
persistent education of the members
in every form. In such an approach,
organized study in and around the
branches, but study starting and end

ing with the Party's policies and
tasks, is an important element.
For, after all, to speak of raising
the political level of our membership,
of getting the branches to "talk poli
tics," is to get them to think political

ly; and thinking means study and
theory as well as experience. Other
wise the mass of the members acquire

only the "conclusions," the finished
slogans advanced by the Party, with
out acquiring the basis for "thought
or learning how to think as Commu
nists. Our policies and teachings are
not somethirig to be learned by rote;
they must be thought out and tested

by politically-minded, thinking peo
ple. For, they are only as effective as
the people that fight for them.
Why have we made such slow prog
ress in educating the mass of our
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membership? Among many reasons,
four deserve particular attention.
1. The leadership of our Party or
ganizations have not paid sufficient
attention to the specific features of
this problem or to the oiganization

tional directors, where such comrades

have been assigned, there is bound to

The tendency to operate primarily

be a mechanical separation, a mini
mum time allowed .for political dis
cussion and study, and in many cases
complete neglect of this vital task.
3. This does not eliminate the
necessity of establishing a special edu
cational apparatus throughout the
Party. Such an apparatus, if properly
developed, trained and helped by the
leading committees, is the indispensa
ble instrument for the organization
of the Party's educational work. In

with these "decisive" sections and

the main this apparatus still remains

of those

measures without which

progress is unthinkable. Too often

the matter has been left to happen by
itself, while all the leading forces
have been absorbed in the problems of
mass work, and the "decisive" sections

of the Party with them.

"peaks" of the Party, resulting in in
sufficient attention to the Party
branches as such, has only helped to

the education of selected forces, in

dilute the political life of the lower

sufficient attention has been paid to

organizations. They have not been

drawn sufficiently into that intense po

to be built.

4. Despite the good beginnings in

the selection and education of branch

three years and which is the essential

leaders. If the majority of our
branches were manned by more po
litically mature and experienced or
ganizers, not only the political initia

channel for the education of all our

tive and work of the branches would

members.

Finally, even those more "decisive"

be developed but the political educa
tion of the membership would receive

sections of the Party, those with the

more attention in the course of this

greatest ties among the masses and

work.

litical life which has been so charac

teristic of our Party during the past

confronted with the most complicated

political and economic problems,

These are some of the directions
our efforts will have to take if we are

have not been sufficintly involved in

to develop serious educational work

systematic political discussion and

in the branches. An effective prepara
tion of the Tenth Convention study

study.

2. As a result, the lower organiza
tions have been short of competent
political discussioh and study leaders.
The educational work of the Party,
particularly of rts lower organizations,
has not been sufficiently enriched by
the knowledge, experience and prac
tical help of tlm leading political
forces. As long as ithe political educa

tion of the branches is left exclusively
to the comrades assigned as educa

course will bring us face to face with

some of these shortcomings and will
take us a considerable way in the di
rection of overcoming them.
EDUCATING THE NEW MEMBERS

It is impbsMbie to discuss the ele
mentary schooling of the mass of the

Party membership without consider

ing the special question raised by the
large number of new members in our
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Party. According to the figures pre

the new members were enrolled in

sented to the Tenth Convention of

these classes and

the Party, more than half of the total

figure actually completed the course.

a

much smaller

membership is comparatively new.

More than half of the new members

This accounts for the erroneous ten

recruited during the drive plunged
right into the current work of the

dency to identify the need of elemen
tary education with the new members

Party without even the benefit of an

only, while implicitly exempting the
"old" members. Actually, new and
old members must be given an ele

introduction.

mentary grounding in Marxism-Len

inism if they have had no such

to lack of attention and organiza
tional weaknesses. The partial suc

grounding before.

cesses of California and New York in

During the past year our Party has

In the past our failure to organize
new members' classes was attributed

this work indicate that there was some

made particular efforts to provide the

justification in this criticism. How

new members with some sort of edu

ever, it would be a mistake to attrib

cation. In some districts separate new
members' branches have been organ
ized with political discussions and

ute our shortcoming to purely
organizational weaknesses. The ques

study as the main activity of the
branch for the first six to eight weeks.
In other districts serious efforts have

tion must be asked to what extent our

approach to the problem is respon
sible.

been made to establish new members'

In this respect, two corrections in
some of our current practices would

classes,

seem advisable. The first is of an or

with

attendance

at

these

classes the sole assignment of the new
members for the first month or two.

While it is too early to formulate any
definitive conclusions regarding our
experiences, it is necessary to establish
certain features of our approach to
this problem.
Up to the present the New York

ganizational character. Our Party is a
political organization, and people
join it because of its political aims
and activities. It is therefore necessary

to avoid separating the education of

and California districts have had the

the new members from the activity
and life of the Party branches. Despite
some of the advantages of keeping the
new members away from branch meet

best experience with the education of
new members. Oh the other hand, in

ings for a number of weeks and de
spite the difficulty of getting the

the Chicago district, for example, the

branches to refrain from imihediately
loading the new members with
numerous tasks, ways and means must

new.members' classes have so far not

proved a success. But even in the New
York district, which recruited thou

be found £q make the branch and its

sands of new members during the

life the center of education from the

recent drive, it is only during the past

very first day.
The second and main problem,

five or six months that at least one
new members' class has been func

however, is to be clear as to what con

tioning regularly in every section.

stitutes the education of new mem

With all this, leSS'thhri 50 per cent of

bers. Elementary grounding is elemen-
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tary grounding, whether a member
is new or old. Every Party member
must understand the Party's policies
and enough Party theory to behave
like a Communist. The only question
is whether it is advisable to plunge
the new member into a study of the
Party's principles the moment he
joins the Party. Experience shows that

Party Constitution. For the rest, it is
sufiicient to give new members a

bird's-eye view of the Party he has
joined, the branch in which he will
work, the meaning of voluntary disci

pline and a running introduction to
the Party's mass work. This approach
will also eliminate any conflict be
tween attendance at new members'

it is better to allow the new member

"classes" and participation in the

a month or two to get acquainted, to
acclimatize himself, to have many of
his questions answered before plung
ing into systematic study, elementary
as that may be.

Tenth Convention study course. The

It is more important to clear up
any questions or doubu about what
effect his membership in the Party
will have on his personal life, his
family, his present activities in the
union or mass organization, how
much it will cost him, and a host of

similar matters, than it is to plunge
right into a study of all the ramifica
tions of Party structure and organiza
tion and elements of Party theory.
It is more important to inspire him
with a desire to become a regular
reader of our press and to study
Marxism-Leninism than to try to
cover the whole range of principles
of Communism in the first six to eight
weeks of his membership in the Party.
A series of discussions, but without

the formal manner and procedure of
'the class room, which will help to
prepare the new members for more

intense activity and participation in
Party life should be the character of
new

members' "education."

This

new member will take part in the
study course just as any other mem
ber of the branch.

The organization of the Tenth
Convention study course does not
eliminate the necessity of developing
a systematic and uniform course for
elementary education which can be
used in study circles and classes all
over the country. The pedagogical
question still remains as to where ele
mentary education begins and where
it ends; what must be covered in such
a course and what must be omitted.

However, the question for us is still
how to make a practical beginning in
all this.

That is why, together with the

Tenth Convention study course,"the
launching of a publication program
by the National Committee which
will include texts for new members'

classes, elementary education classes,
diverse functionaries' classes and self-

study guides, taking into account the
material and experience accumulated
by every district, and based upon the
mastery of the Party's. policies and

means initiation rather than elemen

program. Will Ho more to unify and

tary education, and for such initiation
it is enough if the theoretical consid

stimulate the education of the Party
membership than any amount of gen
eral discussion. Fortunately, such a
program is already under way.

erations are confined to a first ac

quaintance with the Preamble to the

NEXT TASKS IN PARTY EDUCATION
NEW METHODS

During the past period efforts have

been made in various places to im
prove political discussions and politi
cal education by utilizing new tech
niques and new methods. These in
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every Party member to read the Party
press, to study the Party documents,

to develop the habit of self-study, to
absorb the classics of Marxism-Len
inism.

If the district organizers and sec

clude skits dramatizing a question for
fifteen minutes before undertaking
political discussion; political spelling

tion leaders will hold monthly politi
cal discussion meetings with the Party
functionaries in which they review the

bees; Professor Quiz competitions;
questions and answers, film strips,
charts and other visual aids; phono

the month in line with Comrade Bittelman's "Review of the Month" in

graph records; and movies. It is of thie

utmost importance that all these de
vices be employed and their use be
made more general throughout the
Party. Such techniques are particular

political problems and questions of

The Communist, they will prep^
the necessary personnel to lead politi
cal discussions in the branches. In this

way they will take the most important

step towards developing political life

in the Party, for no substitute has yet
remote from the main Party centers. been found for politically-thinking

ly useful for the smaller communities

The National Education Department

people.

If the Party leadership will hold
frequent
political discussion meetings
with the perspective of employing

is working seriously on this problem,

these techniques on a laige scale.
The main thing to keep in mind,
however, is that all these techniques
and devices are only an aid to politics

with the membership on a section or
territorial scale, they will really make
the regular Party life the main chan

and not a substitute for it. The main

ship and stimulate it to undertake
further systematic study. This is the

task in the education of the Party
membership remains that of getting

nel for the education of the member

direction which our efforts must take.

WE WANT NEW READERS FOR

THE COMkUNlST

A YEAR OF "JEWISH LIFE"
BY V. J. JEROME

JEWISH LIFE, the English language
monthly published by the Jewish

tend to keep alive the influence of
their own national chauvinists, here

Bureau of the New York State Com

and in their homelands. It makes

mittee of the Communist Party, repre
sents a welcome trend away from

some among them receptive to the

regarding the problems of the foreign-

latest slander of the democratic front
and of socialism, whether from the

born communities merely as those of
language, toward seeing them more
broadly and more deeply as those of

mouth of Hitler or Jabotinski.
Furthermore, the political back
wardness and prejudice of many well-

national groups. The new, decisive

meaning native Americans, not yet
overcome by the growth of progressive
organizations, by unionization, and
by the increasing influence of the
Communist Party, lead to some feel

turn in the policy of the Party regis
tered at the June, 1937, Plenum of

our National Committee, took cog
nizance of the national gproups as a
cluster of communities, not only of ing of isolation on the part of the na
immigrants speaking foreign tongues, tional groups, some defeatism as re
but of their English-speaking descen gards full participation in American
dants, even to the third and fourth
generations.

life.

It is in view of all this that a peri

These groups, Americans by birth, odical such as Jewish Life has a spe
naturalization, or as producers of the cial, indispensable function.
country's wealth, partake actively in

its current life and changing atmos
phere. Predominantly proletarian and
In the first issue we are given the
lower middle class, subjected to terri following as perspectives of the
fic exploitation and smarting under magazine:
oppression—economic, political, and

social—they are naturally a dynamic
force in the progressive movements of
our day; not, however, without a cer-

"To present a Marxist-Leninist analysis of
the international Jewish scene with special
emphasis on the Jewish question and the
national question in the U.SA.

-

tacin hesitation and inflexibility.
Rebuffs and browbeatings at the
hands of chest-thumping "Ameri

"To educate,the-membefsfiip of the Com
munist Party and the Jewish masses general
ly in the fundamental aspects of the national

cans," super-patriots, Ku Kluxers,
open-shoppers, and strikebreakers.

and Jewish questions.

"To create a broad Jewish People's Front,
as part of the American People's Front,
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which will fight for the rights of the Jewish
people and against discrimination and antiSemitism.

"To mobilize the Jewish workers and toil
ers to recognize their leading position in
the Jewish community.
"To bring the Jewish people into the
closest solidarity with the progressive move
ments and the oppressed minorities in the
U.S.A.

"To build the Communist Party among
the Jewish masses, theTarty in the vanguard
of the struggle for socialism, which alone
will fully and completely solve the problems
of all national groups."

Jewish Life has now been published
for a twelvemonth. Its first year's out

Against Racism and Anti-Semitism. •
The position of the Communist
Party in relation to the Jewish ques
tion is dealt with in several articles

and statements. We get surveys of the

status of Jews in the Soviet Union;
the relation of the Jewish question to

the general issues of peace and democ
racy—with considerable stress on the
conflict in Spain. In several of its
issues, the magazine engages in strug
gle against Trotskyism. Every num
ber contains reviews of books which

cover, in the main, topics among those
here listed.

put constitutes a promising initial
effort toward fulfilling these tasks. By
its very coming into being it has suc
ceeded in stirring interest among sec
tions of Jewry in what Communism
has to say in regard to the Jewish
question. Its continuous publication
demonstrates that the magazine fills a

In the important sphere of com

batting and exposing enemy ideology
the magazine has brought forward a
number of valuable contributions.

Thus, the editorial, "The Situation

in Palestine," in the January issue is a

need. It has, above all, contributed

clarifying picture of the role of Zion
ism, British imperialism, and Italian

considerably in breaking dotvn the

fascism

national nihilism which has in times

today. Particularly effective is its refu

on

the

Palestinian

scene

past pervaded many Jewish and other

tation of the argument advanced by

Communists, and against which
DimitroS spoke at the Seventh Con
gress of the Communist International.
A survey of the principal contents
of the year shows considerable range.

Zionists that since Mussolini has a

part in fomenting Arab discontent
against Britain, the Arab national
movement is fascist, and that there

The largest single category of articles

fore the Communist support of that
movement constitutes support of fas

is devoted,to- the discussion -of -anti-

cism.

Semitism—in Germany, Poland, Ru
States.

The editorial points out the error
of confusing the reactionary Arab
effendis—native oppressors of the Arab

Prominent, too, is the topic of Zion
ism, with the closely related Palestine

Furthermore, the editorial reasons,

Partition Plan. A number of articles

the

and editorials treat of current cam

of Arab-Jewish unity coincides with
a definitely existing sentiment among
the two oppressed peoples for such

mania, Hungary, Austria, Latin
America, and

the

United

paigns and their reflection in the va
rious American Jewish organizations,
as well as the International Congress

peasant—with^ the people themselves.
Communist

Party's

advocacy

cooperation—a sentiment that both

852

THE COMMUNIST

Britain and Italy are insidiously en
deavoring to undermine, since each
envisages a growth of its own strength
in consequence of Arab-Jewish an
tagonism.
Excellent, too, showing up Zionism
as an ^;ency of British imperialism,
is "A Letter From Palestine," by

The writer takes to task the reac

Yehuda Almoni, in the November

tionary leadership of the Histadruth
(Jewish Labor Federation) which of
fers to lessen the crisis by means of
its notorious plan for "Conquest of
Labor," namely, the replacement of
Arabs working for Jewish employers
by Jewish workers. This displacement
has been carried out through ominous

issue. The writer demonstrates how

violence. It has done little to solve the

enterprises carefully made known lo
cally as Jewish are under the eco
nomic control of "imperialistic capi
talists clipping their coupons in

unemployment among the Jewish
workers; but it has gone far toward
inflaming Arabs against Jews.

London clubs." He points out too

that, notwithstanding some support
for British imperialism by the clique

The article concludes with the pro
gram of the Communist Party of
Palestine, which alone provides a

curriers of favor, the great mass of
Arab workers and peasants stand

basis of a unified struggle against the
perfidious policies of division con
ducted by British imperialism, against
the intrigues of fascist Italy, against

solid behind the Arab national lead

the misleadership of the Zionist pawns

ership, fighting against the partition

of British ijnperialism, and against
the oppression by the effendis. We re

of semi-feudal landowners and other

ing of Palestine.*

The article points to the declara

tions of the Arab leaders assuring the
Jewish community equal political

peat here the three-point program as
cited from Kol Ha'am ("Voice of the
People"), the illegal Communist

rights, full protection of their minor

Hebrew organ:

ity status, cultural autonomy, under a
democratically-elected regime. The
charge of insincerity advanced by the
Zionist leaders, obviously to prevent
discussion of these proposals, is here

do not provide for continu^ Jewish

1. "Formation of a democratic rep
resentative government with a guar
antee of equal rights to the Jewish
'Yishub' (community) together with
the abandonment of all Zionist poli
cies of 'conquest.'
2. "Maintenance of the present
relative numerical strength of the

mass immigration is shown to have
no validity; the economic crisis and

Jews and Arabs.*
3. "Enactment of effective land

the attendant mass unemployment

laws guaranteeing the land of the

effectively blasted.

Their objection that the proposals

suffice to make impossible the Zionist

peasants and the rights of the tenant

program.

farmers."

A fine, clear note is struck in the
•The article "What Next in Palestine?"

by "British Resident." is an excellent critical

evaluation of Britain's plan for partitioning
Palestine. It appeared in the June issue,

being a reprint from the (British) Labor
lAonthly for April.

* Point s is designed to meet the objec

tion of the Arab population to the Zioniststimulated and Zionist-controlled immigra
tion aimed at creating artificially a Jewish
majority.
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July isstie by Maurice U. Schappes in

In the same issue Comrade H. I.

his review of John Haynes Holmes'
Through Gentile Eyes. Proceeding
from the thesis suggested in the sub
title of the book, A Plea for Toler

Costrell, Secretary of the New York
State Jewish Bureau of the Commu
nist Party, presents the Party's posi

ance and Good Will, Dr. Holmes

serve repetition:

tion on this matter in words that de

makes of the Jew an object to be tol
erated—the good Christian's heavy
burden:

"If the Jew is aggressive, cunning, un
scrupulous, materialistic, worldly, it is large
ly because Gentile persecutors have made
him so. These familiar features of Jewish
life . . . are evidence also, in the higher
sense, of the failure of the Jews as well as
the fault of the Gentile."

(Really, the liberal minister, cer
tainly a friend of the Jews, writes here
almost as one, some of whose best

friends are Jews. If this is his image of
the Jew, then surely be carries toler
ance too far and is a spendthrift of
good will.)

Schappes hits at this patronizing

"Our Party must combat every tendency

to place responsibility for anti-Semitism upon
the Jews. The Jews have no apologies to
make. As long as there are bankers and ex

ploiters we refuse to make a special cam
paign to drive out Jews from being hankers
and exploiters. The Jewish masses cannot be
held responsible for the existence of their
exploiters. It is capitalism that is responsi
ble, and agairik it our struggle must be
directed. The same approach must hold tnie
toward the Negro people. We cannot and
must not place responsibility for the wiping
out of white chauvinism and discrimination

upon them by telling them to be 'good'
Negroes. Anti-Semitism, just-like white chau
vinism, is a means by which capitalist re
action tries to divide the people and foist
its rule upon them. No concessions must be
given to this evil practice and ideology."

the Gentile—it can and must be made

An outstanding contribution is
Comrade M. Katz's"The Jewish Press
and the Moscow Trials," in the April
issue. A satire upon the bouigeois and

to the self-interest of the Gentile

pseudo-Socialist Yiddish dailies of

workers, farmers, and middle class

people."
Actually, involved in this discussion

New York for having taken Trotsky
to their bosoms since his expulsion
from the Communist Party and the

is the basic attitude back of Dr.

Soviet Union, the article concludes

self-righteousness by pointing out that
evidently, "the appeal cannot suc
cessfully be made to the generosity of

with a trenchant analysis of the deg
radation
of the Jewish Daily For
chargeable, not to social" aiiiagonismsHolmes' thesis, that anti-Semitism is

deriving from the fundamental con

ward. We miss here, however, what

tradictions of capitalist^! class society

the subject calls for—the positive side

which find their acutest expression in
fascism, but to a subjective factor—the
original (yet acquired) sin of "Jewish
traits." In this he plays into the hands
of fascism, whic^ likewise charges

of the picture, a mention of the Com
munist Party organ. The Morning
Freiheit, and its role of clarifying the
issues of the trials for the Jewish

anti-S^itism to the Jew—to his
blood, and inherited traits insepara
ble from iti

masses.

Not so efiEective, in fact an example

of inadequate treatment of enemy
ideology, is the manner in which Jew-
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ish Life reacted (rather, failed to re
act) to the fascism-furthering article
on anti-Semitism by the Trotskyite
Sidney Hook in a recent issue of the

"Aryanism": who but such a traitor
could presume to counsel his fellow

Menorah Journal. In that article,

if at all, from Hitlerism"?
Reference is made to this article in

Hook proceeds to sabotage the whole
movement for combatting anti-Semit
ism by counseling its severance from
the people's movement against fas
cism, on the grounds that the anti
fascist People's Frbnt was inspired by
the Comintern. Hook is, of course,

following in his "learned" way the
entire Trotskyite camp in endeavoring

Jews "that they must avoid Stalinism
as an evil only one degree removed,

an all-too-brief editorial paragraph in
the March issue of Jewish Life. Aside
from stating that the consequences of
Hook's advice would be passivity for
the Jews in the face of anti-Semitism,

it does little but restate his position.
This method of stating the enemy's
viewpoint with but a scornful exple

to weaken the forces against fascism

tive of our own all too often does

and anti-Semitism.

duty in our journalism for effective,
painstaking refutation. At bottom, of
course, it means a sectarian approach,
taking the agreement of all readers

THe Hooks have suddenly taken to
writing as Jews. For Trotsky, desper
ately clutching at any and every con
tention, demagogically exalts himself
to the role of "Jewish martyr," by
claiming that the Soviet government
(by implication. Gentile) set out in

for granted so that cogent reasoning
is not considered necessary; it means

reckoning without the ideological
speciousness of the enemy.

the trials "with the almost open ob
ject of making the internationalists
appear as Jews without ideals and
law." This, of those whose interna
tionalism was that of international

espionage; this, of those who would
turn Birobidjan over to the tender

mercies of Hitler's Japanese alliesi
As the gathering counter-anti-Semi
tic consciousness courses into the gen
eral anti-fascist stream, as the realiza

Linked to this shortcoming in re
butting the enemy is the magazine's
weakness in presenting the Commu
nist position, conclusively, in regard
to the vital questions of the hour, as
they affect the Jewish masses.
Of course, it was not to be expected
that within one year's time the maga
zine should have coped fully with all

tion grows among all Jews that there
is no "good fascism" (witness Italy),
but that fascism-is by its very essence
anti-Semitism, the Trotskys and

the undertaking; the limitations of
space; the lack of participating forces;

Hooks rush

support by the Party as a whole—all

into

their

labor

of

sabotage.

For who but a political degenerate
could couple the socialist state, which
has eliminated anti-Semitism from
what was once the classic land of

pogroms, with the barbarous Nazi

the tasks it assumed. The newness of

and, it should be added, insufhcient
are circumstances which we must con
sider.

^

'

In keeping with its formulated pro
gram, the magazine set out to "edu
cate the membership of the Commu
nist Party and the Jewish masses gen-
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Jewish young men and women—the
Y.M.H.A., the Y.W.H.A., the Young
the national and Jewish questions."
Although there are a number of Zionists, the Jewish college fraterni
articles dealing with issues of the day ties, the youth societies of temples and
affecting American and world Jewry, synagogues, cultural organizations,
it has not yet presented a single ex the youth auxiliaries of predominant

erally in the fundamental aspects of

pository article setting forth the Len
inist-Stalinist position either on the
national question as a whole, or on

the Jewish question, whether in its
world aspects or as related to the

ly Jewish trade unions and benevolent
organizations, etc. Precisely from these
organized sons and daughters of
American Jewry must the forces of the

Jewish sector of the democratic front
be gathered, amongst them must the
American scene.
g^uiding
. principles of Lenin and
This is clearly a serious omission,

if we bear in mind that one of the

Stalin on the national question be

main purposes of this magazine is to
warn the Jews who have been mis

disseminated.*

guided either by nationalism and

ish women is not sounded, although

Zionism, or by theocratic exclusivism
and the political indifferentism which
they foster. Both ultimately lead to
cowardly, hopeless retreat before the

the important Council of Jewish

waves of anti-Semitism in the U.S.A.

as in other capitalist lands. Obviously
the magazine Jewish Life cannot ex

pect to lead the Jewish masses in the

Similarly, the specific appeal to Jew
Women and the various Jewish wom

en's organizations and auxiliaries pro
vide broad avenues of approach to
ward unified progressive action.

Particularly serious is the absence of
reflection of Jewish trade union life.
Workers in organizations like the

direction of their true interests until

United Hebrew Trades, the decisive

it fully equips the Jewish Commu

leadership of which is reactionary-

nists, and its other readers too, with

reformist and bound up with the cor

the ideological weapons of Marxism-

rupt Jewish Daily Forward, need the
guiding principles upon which the

Leninism in the sphere of the na
tional question.
Closely related to this aspect of the

program of Jewish Life is founded.
The Jewish Communists in these or

question is the influence of national ganizations need direct stimulus from
ism upon the American Jewish youth. Jewish Life.

For, especially since the_advent of
Hitler, a defensive and retaliatory

This failure to deal prominently
with the struggles and aspirations of

Jewish trade unionists denotes, it must
among large sections of Jewish youth, be said, a basically insufficient recogni
which is being channelized increasing tion 61 the place and role''of the work
Jewish consciousness has sprung up

ly toward nationalism, Zionism, and

ing cl^s in developing the American

chauvinism. One is therefore sur

democratic front and thus forwarding

prised that not a single article has
appeared in Jewish Life dealing with
any section ot American young Jewry.
Here are so many organizations of

•It is gratifying to note that the August,
1938, issue, beginning the second year of
publication, features an article "Jewish
Youth in the United States," by Phil Schatz.
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the interests of the national group as highly informative article, "The crisis
a whole.

All these omissions indicate a ten

dency to an abstract approach to an

in Poland," by Comrade M. Katz, ap
peared

in

the October

number,

abstractly conceived audience. One

sketching with admirable analysis of
social forces the historic background

cannot think of the democratic front

of anti-Semitism in Poland. It is fol

of the American people as one undif- lowed by a declaration of the New
ferentiated generality; it must be ral York State Jewish Bureau of the
lied through appeal to concrete living Communist Party, "Pogroms in Po
classes, groups and categories. The land must be stopped1"—a stirring
publication that calls these forces to
gether must always behold them as

summons to action, repeatedly urg
ing united efforts by all American
they exist. They are not just Jews; Jewry, for solidarity with the baited
they are Jewish garment workers, car and pogromized Jews in Poland. This
penters, bakers, housewives, small appeal is vital, coming at a time
businessmen, professionals, students, when the wave of pogroms encour
and the magazine, in the course of its aged by state anti-Semitism in Po
month-to-month appearance, besides land was rising alarmingly, when the
presenting generalized articles, must American Jewish masses were exer
also include topics which embrace the cised over the fate of their Polish
specific problems of these various

fellow-Jews. But to have been fully

groups. This is how the democratic

effective, it should have concluded

front will be built

with specific proposals for immediate

A reflection of this abstract ap

action, around which to rally the
American Jewish people—and the
non-Jews of America. But the mani

proach is the magazine's insufficient festo offers no specific proposals

functioning as organizer. A good be around which to unite. Let us note
ginning was made by presenting, in especially that Poland is not just
the second issue> the appeal for unity another country with a Jewish prob
addr^sed by Comrade Earl Browder

lem, but that it harbors a fifth of the

to all workers who have been influ

world Jews; that their heinous op
enced by Zionism, This signal article pression arouses waves of passionate
by the General Secretary of the Com sympathy among the American Jew

munist Party presented in sharp out
line the common ground upon which,
notwithstanding political differences,
the Jewish people in America might
meet for joint struggle against fas
cism, reaction, and anti-Semitism. But

subsequent numbers of the magazine
have not resounded this keynote vigor
ously, nor made it a basis for a plan
of concrete action.

Consider the issue of Poland. A

ish m^ses. Let us note that the strug
gle for the ending of anti-Semitism in

Poland is inseparably bound up with
the stru^le for the decisive defeat of
the semi-fascist regime which has
brought the politics of that land in
creasingly into alliance with the so-

called anti-Comintern triangle.
Hence, the definite organization of
solidarity of American Jews with their

Polish brethren becomes of para-

A YEAR OF "JEWISH LIFE"
mount importance for the New York
State

Bureau

of

the

Communist

Party and its organ.

Why does not our press bring for
ward and. emphasize certain glorious
democratic precedents in American
history?
It was at the time of the Kishinev

massacres in tsarist Russia, pogrom
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Berlin Treaty of 1878—Great Britain,
France, Germany, Russia, Italy, Aus
tria, and Turkey. Thereby the United
States brought worldwide attention
to Rumania's violation of the well-

known Section 44 of that treaty, de

signed to guarantee the safety of the
Jews.
The American tradition of siding

after pogrom. Theodore Roosevelt

with the oppressed must be kept alive;

was President, and John Hay Secre
tary of State. As an expression of the
American people's loathing for that
horrible barbarity, a petition was
drawn up by American citizens for
transmission by our government to
the government of Russia. Realizing

incidents recalling it must be trea
sured and made a part of common,

that it lacked a diplomatic basis for
submitting such a document unless
the tsar would consent to receive it.

popular knowledge—and precedents
to action.

Let us take, as another major in
stance of neglected opportunity, the
treatment of the Jewish People's
Committee. Repeatedly, in various

our State Department cabled the tsar

articles and editorials, we find this

that such a petition was in prepara

organization cited for its struggle to
unify the centralized Jewish mass or

tion and sought to know if he would
accept it. Of course, the tsar declined.

But the progressive purpose was

ganizations, for common action. But
so far no article has appeared giving
a full length portrayal of the J.P.C.,
its program, its development, the

served by the action of our govern
ment in sending, and publishing, the
cable. The whole country approved,

struggles it has led, the achievements

and the shame of tsarist Russia was

it has to its credit. This would have

emphasized in the eyes of the world.

been pertinent, especially in connec
tion with the National Unity Conven

No one said that this act of stem

reproof would "bring about war."

And let us remember that the year

tion which that oi^anization called
for March 12-13.

before, utilizing the opportunity of
a proptBCd convention ior a natur^-

Jewish Life an editorial devoted to

We find in the March issue of

ization treaty. State Secretary Hay, at

the convention; but neither in that

the request of the President, for

issue nor throughout the year do we
get a "build-up" article in behalf of

warded to the Government of Ru

mania a vigorous protest against the
persecutions of the Jews in that coun
try. When the Rumanian goyem-

ment answered defiantly, our State
Department sent the famous "Hay
Note to Rumania"—a circular letter

of protest to the^ ugiidtories of the

the J.P.C. Vi(e do not get a report of
the convention as a main feature in

the April issue. The article of G.
Golden, "Views of American Jewry,"

speaks in passing of the convention,
telling us that 846 delegates repre
senting 963 oiganizations embracing
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over a quarter of a million Jews
"participated in the broadest conven
tion that the Jewish People's Com
mittee has yet held." All the more
reason—the Jewish People's Commit

tee being plainly, then, the solidify
ing force in American Jewry today,
the organization offering the clearest
and most consistent program in the
interests of the Jewish masses—all the
more reason for its convention being

accorded a report in the columns of
Jewish
and the J.P.C. a recruit
ing appeal.

forces against fascism and Judophobia. Particularly devastating is their
attack upon the cowardly hush-hush
policy of certain bourgeois Jewish

leaders, making clear that "passivity
to the struggle against anti-Semitism
and the fight for the rights of the
Jews is objective support to fascism."
But these notable documents do

not end, as they should, with the con
crete aspects of this program in terms
of the special needs and demands
growing out of the actual struggles
of the American Jewish masses as a
national group.

Indeed, these special demands have
One must note the absence of a

clearly formulated program of de
mands as a basis for rallying the
Jewish masses. It is true, as the edi

torials and articles repeatedly declare,
that the Communist Party furnishes
a program for struggle for the rights

of the Jews. This program is im
plicit in the general program of the

still to be worked out. Every issue of
Jewish Life should contribute some
thing to their study and formulation.
Nothing better comes out of any
Party periodical than an effective
slogan, activating united protest and
stru^le.
It becomes necessary, in other
words, to state what Communism in

Party in behalf of all of America's
oppressed. It is particularly brought

action proposes, and to state this in
terms of a program with concretely

forward in the vigorous emphasis

formulated demands—demands which,

given by the Party's recently held
-.Tenth Convention to the need for

taken together and pressed through
to victory, in unison with the other

guiding the struggles of the national

forces of the democratic front, would

groups, for economic betterment and

end

against the imposition of social and

against the Jewish people. And it is
necessary to demonstrate how the
Party leads in the fight for the ful

political disabilities.

In the magazine itself, in the April
and May issues, appear two state
ments, both by the New York State
Committee of the Communist Party.
The October issue contains an article

by Comrade I. Amter, "The Commu

nist Party and the Jews." These are

all

discriminatory

practices

filment of these demands, day by day.
Then, indeed, will everyone who
reads be convinced of the declaration

that the Communist Party is the
leader in the. struggle "for Jewish
rights.

ringing declarations of the need and

the existing basis for united struggle
of all sections of the Jewish popula
tion together with all the progressive

It is in order here to offer a few

remarks on the style of the magazine.
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If we are to admit that style is the .ment that can only have the effect of
leaving the boulder there for some
man, then our style must be the mili
tant, challenging man. Thus viewed, time to come. Here is a place to speak
the tone and method of the magazine more lustily, backed by the dignity
of our position and the consistency of
must in themselves be alive with the
dynamics of our movement. With a our work for unity.

more buoyant, vigorous presentation,
the generally adequate substance of
the issues under review could have at

tained far greater usefulness. Much of
the solid material is weakened by

This same mildness is evident in

regard to the treatment of the sabo
tage on the part of the American Jew
ish Congress leadership of President
Roosevelt's efforts to facilitate the ad

stodginess in treatment, by a certain

mission of Austrian refugees. What

lack of self-confidence, which lessens

is more scandalous than the surrepti

the magazine's authoritativeness and

tious letter of the A.J.C. leadership to
Congressman O'Toole urging him not

appeal. Nor can we separate this

formal aspect from the abstractness to introduce his bill in behalf of Aus
which has hampered the formulation" trian refugees on the grounds that
of concrete, fighting demands. We such admission of Jews would lead to
take, for example, the article "The anti-Semitism here?* But the maga
Road to Jewish Unity" Quly issue), zine merely complains editorially that
which gives a sound analysis of the "Jewish leaders are slowing down this
necessary steps to unity for the Jewish plan to aid the Austrian and German
Jews and no other constructive and
organizations. In it. Comrade J. Ar
nold writes thus of the stricture on

practical program is brought for

admission

ward." (May issue.)
Here was a real opportunity to ex
pose the efforts of the A.J.C. leader
ship to make hay for Zionism while
the Nazi sun shines by deflecting the
refugee stream to Palestine, and in
cidentally relieving the rich Jews of

of

new

organizations,

adopted by the recent Pittsburgh Con
vention of the American Jewish Com
mittee, B'Nai Brith, American Jewish
Congress, and Jewish Labor Commit
tee, which excluded the Jewish Peo
ple's Committee, representing a quar
ter of a million Jews:
"In-this connection the necessity of a fivesixths vote for ,the iiiQlusioD—ot.additional

of^ihizations smacks of a tendency to limit
the participant bodies. In tlie interests of
true unity this clause should be liberalized."

America from the burden of financial

aid for their poorer "co-religionists"
from abroad. Really, the Spanish
couplet holds:
"Entre Dios y el dineiro
Lo segundo es lo primero."**
\ ^

True, we should welcome even the

one-sixth margin as a victory for the
democratic front forces and as a step

And we would be justified in letting
fly a fe\^ sparks in our treatment of
this question.

from which to press further for unity:

but to say that this huge five-sixths
boulder in the doorway "smacks of a

tendencj^ to limi^" smacks, we would
be inclined"tb 'sayj of an understate-

•The text of the letter appeared (in

translation) in The Morning Freiheit, May
8, 1938.
•• "Between God and money
The secoiid is the first."
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Having rendered, by its first year's

fested in these fields; some of the ex

citing material on the revolutionary
and progressive traditions of Ameri
study of basic and current Jewish is
sues, Jewish Life has need to improve can Jewry might be the basis for ab
toward greater scholarship and au- sorbing short biographies of leading
figures in our country's life and let
thoritativeness, on the one hand, and
effort, a distinct contribution to the

toward a more attractive, lively, and
popular style, on the other. Leading

ters.

Freed from the constrictions above

Marxist authorities. Gentile as well as

noted, clear-eyed with the Marxist-

Jewish, should come forward as con

Leninist view of the Jewish question,

tributors to the magazine. Cultural

consistently guiding and advancing

features could be introduced, giving
the magazine more variety of material,
and more sparkle—some short stories,
poems, a theatre and motion picture

in the forefront of struggle, and with

functionaries for its wide distribution,

section with mature, well-considered

Jewish Life can see a broad and ever

discussion of anti-Semitism as mani

broader path stretching before it.

the support and active assistance of
the leading Party committees and

Selection of the Marxist Book-of-the-Month Club

The key book in the 1938 elections!
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FROM THE WORLD COMMUNIST PRESS

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
CUBA WILL ADOPT A MORE
POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD
COLONEL BATISTA.

THE PARTY WILL DEMAND RECOGNITION

Superior Electoral Tribunal as a
Party representing a great part of the
Cuban population.
Although it has not been recog
nized ofiicialy hitherto, the Commu
nist Party is carrying on great activity

AND INCLUSION IN THE ELECTORAL

with reference to the Constituent As

REGISTER

sembly and counts on the approval

of the toiling masses and a strong in
fluence among them, which greatly
increases the importance of its reso

(News Release of the Communist
Party of Cuba to the Cuban Press,
July 25, T938)

lutions.

The Tenth Plenum of the Central

Analyzing the present situation, the
Communist Party, at its Tenth

Communist

Plenum, has come to the conclusion

Party of Cuba has just concluded its
session in the city of Havana with an

that the people can win a peaceful
victory in the forthcoming Constitu

attendance of forty-five delegates
from all parts of the Republic.

ent Assembly by means of exercising

Committee

of

the

the electoral right, but on condition
Of transcendant importance are the that one united Party of the Revolu
resolutions of this plenum, which has tion be organized and that collabora
analyzed all aspects of our national, tion with the progressive and demo
life and traced the line of activity of cratic delegates be established in the
Constituent Assembly. For this pur
the Communist Party under the cen
tral slogan of struggle for a Constitu

pose it is necessary to begin immedi

tion which will assure democracy,

ately to explain to the masses a pro

betterment of the people's conditions,

ject of constitutional bases for pro

and defense of the national economy. tecting the aspirations of the people,

In addition tHe'plenum approved the ■■ who~ want democracy, better living
amendment of the Statutes of the

conditions, and liberation of Cuban

Party to adjust them to the new adviances of the revolutionary move
ment, voting to submit the amend

economy.

The plenum analyzed, also, the
changes which haye been effected in

Batista's position and recognized that
Batista has begun to yield in favor of

ments to a national referendum be

fore they should be adopted definite
ly. This is closely related to the de

the Constituent Assembly and other

cision of the Party to petition for
legalization in the Provincial Govern

popular demands, by which "we may

ment as an associatiOiT and'in the

of ceasing to be the center of reaction,

be sure that Batista is on the point
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the role which he played until a short
time ago.
The plenum accepted the report of
Bias Roca, General Secretary of the
Party, according to which these
changes in the attitude of Batista are
due principally to the intense mobil
ization of the masses which is being
effected in Cuba. Other factors which

have contributed to these changes are

the economic difficulties of the gov
ernment, the course of legal activity
pursued by the revolutionary move
ment, the pressure of the democratic

policy of the United States, the rankand-hle origin of Batista (a former
sergeant), and the examples of Mexico

paign of hate, disorder, alarm, and
civil war.

With

reference

to

Batista, the

plenum considers it indispensable to
take a more positive attitude toward
him, compelling him, by means of it,
to take yet more democratic positions,
in order that real guarantees for the
exercise of democratic rights shall be
established; the juridic personality of
the Federacion de Trabajadores be
recognized; that Decree 732, making
radio transmissions impossible, be re
voked; that the living conditions of
the masses be improved by action
against the exploiting trusts, etc.

and China which have demonstrated

"At the same time that we proclaim the

the possibility of realizing a policy

practice of such a policy," said Bias Roca in
his report, "our resolution indicates the
necessity of continuing to criticize any inten
tion of dealing with Batista—or anybody else
—behind the people's back. Our Party be

in favor of the popular and national
interests.

The plenum considered that the

fascist and ultra-reactionary elements
■ grouped around Pepin Rivero, Mon-

talvo, Casanovas, etc., are beginning
to criticize the democratic steps of
Batista and trying to provoke an at
mosphere of alarm, disorder, and

hatred among the Cubans, which will
permit them to keep the people from
uniting and will also permit them to
justify the use of violence against the
revolutionary movement to prevent
the peaceful triumph of the people in
the Constituent Assembly.
Taking these changes into consider
ation the plenum^was of the opinion
that the principal enemies against
which the people must defend them
selves now are the forces behind

lieves that those who wish to promote the
welfare and the happiness of the people
must not hide, but must carry out their
whole policy in the light of day.
"Any agreement between political forces,
to be fruitful and progressive, to serve the
ends of liberty, must be made with the

popular consent on bases of complete sin
cerity, uncompromised by equivocal maneu
vers or stratagems. Hence, if asked whether

at this time we were disposed to come to an
agreement with Batista, we should answer,

openly, before all the people, that that
would depend entirely on his attitude toward
the central problems of democracy, the Con
stituent Assembly, the betterment of the
people, the liberation of Cuba. He is the

head of the government, and not the repre
sentative of a political party out of power.
From the head of a political party out of
power we require such action as is possible

to realize by means of propaganda^ popular

Pepin, who is promoting the union

mobilization ahdr public opinion; but of the

of all the reactionaries. The Commu

head of a government, who has power to act,
we cannot content ourselves with asking only

nist Party believes that it is necessary
to form around them a political at
mosphere which will stifle their cam

promises. We mxist condition our attitude
toward him or our relation with him, accord

ing to what he does."

^9.
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The plenum decided also that all
the activity of the Communist Party
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and of the Chinese people. Karl Marx
was the most ardent friend of the

should center around the problem of

Chinese people. He was the first

attending constantly to the mobiliza

theoretician and statesman who an

tion of the masses for their immediate
demands, such as enforcement of the

Social Laws against the evictions of

alyzed the Chinese problem and
Chinese society with the scientific
method. He strongly opposed the sale

farmers, discrimination against Ne
groes, the high cost of living, high

of opium to China. He expressed his
deep indignation against the Opium

rents, the gasoline and meat trusts,

War and the invasion of China by the

the toll law, etc.

To complete this policy the plenum
decided to intensify the recruiting

campaign, which is producing very

allied forces of Britain and France.

He warmly greeted the Taiping Re
bellion, the opposition of the Chinese
people to foreign aggression. He

good results, as in Havana alone,
during the last three months, 1,400

studied scientifically the foreign trade

new members have been recruited

structure of Chinese society. His

into the Party.

studies enabled him to sound warn

TO COMMEMORATE KARL
MARX AND SUN YAT-SEN

Hsin'Hua Jih Bao, daily organ of the
Communist Party of China, Hankow,
May 5, 1938

ONE hundred and twenty years
ago, on May 5, 1818, a great

of China and the social economic

ings against the foreign aggression in
China, and to point out the aim of
the struggle of the Chinese people—
"The Chinese Republic-liberty,
equality and fraternity."

This far-sighted thought of th^
genius Karl Marx was first realized in
the first Chinese Revolution of 1911

by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, who founded "the
Chinese Republic." But unfortunate
ly, not long after that, the revolution

man was bom, Karl Marx, the creator

met defeat. The Manchu autocratic

of scientific socialism, expounder of

government was succeeded by the rule

the theory of proletarian revolution,

of feudal militarists; but Dr. Sun Yat-

and the ardent supporter of the liber

sen persistently continued the strug

ation movement of the oppressed

gle for a real Chinese Republic, and

peoples; --

"in 1921 he founded his revolutionary
In igai, ten years after the first power in South China.

Chinese Revolution, on May 5, the
first President of the Chinese Repub

lic, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, was inaugurated
at Canton as Extraordinary President
of the Republic, thereby laying the
foundation of revolutionary political
power in South China.
May 5 is the most memorable day
of the working, masses"of the world

The prophetic insight of .Karl
Marx and the life-time goal of Dr.
Sun Yat-sen, a Chinese Republic of
liberty, equality, and fraternity, has
not yet been realized. This task,

which has to be completed in the
process of the war against Japanese

imperialism, has been left to us. In

our victory over the Japanese invad-
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ers, we will establish a new China of

of modem China. The Chinese Marx

independence, liberty, and happiness, ists fight' for the realization of the
as indicated by Marx and Sun Yat-sen. revolutionary thought of Dr. Sun YatIn discussing the greatness of Karl sen. In our present struggle against
Japanese.imperialism, the rich treas
Marx, Lenin pointed out:
ury of scientific socialism, left by Karl
"Marxism is not a principle of narrow
sectarianism, isolated from the broad high

way of the development of world civilization.
The genius of Marxism lies in the fact that
it gives answers to all problems raised by
the progressive thought of mankind. Marx
ism' was bom in the continuation of the

principles of the great representatives of
philosophy, political economy and socialism."

,(The Three Sources and Three Components
Parts of Marxism.)

Similarly, Dr. Sun Yat-sen declared:

"It can be said that the theory ex
pressed in the writings of Karl Marx
is the synthesis of human thought of
the last thousand years."
The Communist Party of China,

The revolutionary Three People's
Principles enunciated by Dr. Sun Yatsen formulate the fundamental needs
of the Chinese nation—national inde

the Party of Chinese Marxists, is the

spirit of these principles and to
achieve their realization.

our anc^tors. Dr. Sun Yat-sen was a

Today the Chinese people are en
gaged in a life-and-death struggle
against Japanese imperialism, to
build up through this struggle an in
dependent, free, and happy China.
This is in keeping with the teachings
of Marx, in harmony with the will of

great theoretician and revolutionary'

Dr. Sun Yat-sen.

of the movement of world scientific

socialism, but also the best thought

and the revolutionary tradition of

■

the liberation of the Chinese nation.

^upil of the great theoreticians of

this, the Communist Party of China
is able to inherit, not only the results

.

minds and to acquire precise social
scientific knowledge. Our task is to
widen the study of Marxism and to
leam the experiences and the lessons
of the international working class
movement to enable us to fight for

pendence, democratic freedom, and
the well-being of the people. We are
striving our utmost to deepen the
study of the Three People's Princi
ples, to encourage the revolutionary

world scientific socialism, Marx,
Engels, Lenin, and Stalin. Because of

,

Marx, will enable us to arm our

■. j _

.
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