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IN THIS ISSUE. . .
With the US and its mighty military machine stalled in Iraq, other nations of the world are finding ways to say no to US impe

rialism, especially China as PA contributing editor Gerald Home argues in this issue. Our interview with Iran's Tudeh Party
(Workers' Party) examines both the international context and domestic dynamics that surround the current confrontation between
the US and Iran. Ron Bunyon's cursory examination of the developing democracies in Africa shows the potential for Africa's emer
gence as a global democratic leader.

On the US scene, Elena Mora dialogues with historian and activist Lisa Ouggan on the so-called cultural questions and the
aims of die far right that are behind them. PA conb-ibuting writer Owen Williamson suggest a few tactics for framing the message
of die left in the struggle to defeat the agenda of the far right. Former NOW New York President Rita Haley tells PA about the impor
tance of continuing the fight against the Bush agenda. Commentaries on the Social Security struggle and the fight to stop the
back door draft inform us about important current issues. Phil E. Benjamin contributes to the ongoing debate in the labor move
ment by arguing that healtii and safety departments cannot be dismantled in order to save money. And, as always, poetry, a story,
a marxist quiz, and much more makes this issue of PA worth your time.

In struggle,

PA Editors
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LETTERS Please send your letters to
pa-letters@politicalaffairs.net or by mail to

Political Affairs, 235 W. 23rd St., NY, NY 10011.

Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

Greetings from Cuban Five
US Prison, Florence,
Colorado

Thank you for your messages of solidarity. I

received a copy of "No Mandate, No Surren

der" by Sam Webb and a book of excerpts from

Marx. Engels and Lenin. I already read all Sam's
report and some parts of the book. Both are
important materials in our struggle for a better

world. You. members of the Party and the YCL,
know that a great and difficult time lies before
you. You live where the roots of war. racism and

discrimination in all of its forms are embedded,

and where the class struggle is deepest. This

requires more dedication and courage. We

admire you for all you are doing. It gives hope
of peace and justice for the whole world.

A big fraternal hug,

jHasta la victoria siempre!
Antonio Guerrero

Editor's note: Antonio and his four comrades

are Cuban citizens imprisoned by the US govern
ment for monitoring the activities of organizations
in the US that are trying to overthrow the Cuban
government. They have been in prison for fiveyears.
Write to Antonio Guerrero at #58741 -004. USP Ro-

rence. PO Box 7500, Florence CO 81226. Send

your messages ofsolidarity also to Rene Gonzalez,

Reg. #58738-004, FCI Edgefield, PO Box 725.
Edgefieid SO 29824; Gerardo Hernandez #58739-

004. USP Victorville. PO Box 5500. Adelanto OA

92301: [For Ramon Labarinol Luis Medina. #58734-

004. USP Beaumont. PO Box 26035, Beaumont TX

77720-6035: [For Fernando Gonzalez] Ruben

Campa #58733-004. FCI Oxford. Box 500.
Oxford Wl 53952-0500.

Boxer Rebellion

Metba, Idaho

Hats off to California Senator Democrat Bar
bara Boxer for being the only senator to join with
several representatives of the House standing
up for the thousands of Ohio disenfranchised

voters. Another kudo for Senator Boxer for rais
ing important objections to secretary of state

designee Condoleezza Rice. Boxer's fellow Cal

ifornia (senior) Senator Feinstein obliged herself
to support and introduce Ms. Rice.

Most Democratic leaders, starting with
Kerry and the Democratic National Committee

(DNC) appeared to be hiding under their desk

ignoring the disenfranchised voters and the

750,000 voices for peace demonstrating with

students, union and human rights groups at the
Republican convention in New York 2004. and
in the Democrats Boston "Dog Pens."

Kerry and the DNC had major setbacks yet

progressive Democrats won overwhelmingly.

The Democrats need to come out from under

their desk or expect more moves for inde
pendents. Right on to Senator Boxer and her

Democratic "Boxer Rebellion."

Rhon "Grandpa" Webb

Political Affairs Rocks!

via e-mail

The following is in praise of PoliticalAffairs.
For some time now I have been subscribing to

yourjournal, and the lime has now come for me
to both applaud and thank the PA community
for Its courageous work. As a subscriber, 1 have
seen a steady increase in the quality of work
being put forth by PA. Indeed, the monthly jour
nal is now, in my opinion, a tremendous asset
to the reading audience. The profound and crit
ical writing contained in PA is imperative in
times of imperial war and terror. Fortunately for
those who believe in justice and goodwill. Polit
ical Affairs comes around once a month. Con

tinue your struggle and continue your much
appreciated and valiant work!

Alexis M. Montes

Social Security Article
Helpful
via e-mail

Your "Golden Fleece" article by Joe Wend-
land was very Informative (February 2005). I
have been trying to wrap my mind around this
issue, since I qualified for Social Security dis
ability in December 2002. The rhetoric has got
ten increasingly hostile. I heard a guest on a
conservative talk show say. (paraphrasing) any
one who doesn't support .Social Security pri
vatization is stupid. I wish that more knowl
edgeable people across the country like you
would unite to combat this demagoguery while
average guys like me continue to try to sepa
rate the wheat of knowledge from the chaff of
deliberate mIsinforTnation. Our president has
intimidated and misled too many people too
often without being held accountable. I hope
Lincoln was right. The war over there has suc
cessfully distracted us from the war in our own

backyard. A massive power grab has begun

with as much compassion for the victims here
as over there.

George Ziszis

Nationalism vs. Patriotism

via e-mail

There are two separate ideas on how
someone feels about their country. The war in
Iraq has divided us very deeply. And it is along
very clearly marked lines.

We see a number of Americans who are

nationalistic in their sentiments. They believe

the United States must be supported in all
cases. One should salutes the flag and stands
behind the president; one should not question
policy, especially since we are engaged in mil
itary combat.

The other side of the coin is patriotism.
This Is a form of citizenship that requires more
concern about the nation. It is rooted in the
idea of the First Amendment and our right to
question those in authority. These individuals
believe that power comes from the people.
Leaders must come before the people and
state what they are doing. It is based upon rea
son and not listening to demagoguery.

Patriots ask the hard questions. When
going to war. we ask ail to be a part to this
effort. If our nation Is truly threatened citizens
will willingly sacrifice for the cause of their

nation. Journalists will question the political
leaders to justify their actions.

These two forces are diametrically
opposed and one questions the other's
motives- That is the way systems are intend
ed to operate. Both sides truly believe in their
cause. Yet. in our system that is absolutely
how it must operate. Vigorous debate is an
essential element for the survival of a demo
cratic republic. Such debate must take place.

In our form of govemment we must clear
ly understand that debate and discussion is

essential to the continuance of a strong nation.
Leaders who hide behind the shield of the
office of the president are going down a very
dangerous course. We lose the concept of the
power emanating from the people. Hopefully
we can wake up before it is too late. That is
true patriotism.

Raymond Nowickl
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Homophobia In
The Age Of Dubya
By Anna BatesGay and lesbian issues are once

again among the national head

lines. The uproar over C.A.
Tripp's biography of Abraham

Lincoln, The Intimate World of Abraham

Lincoln, which suggests that the former

president was gay, shows that most

Americans are unable to see their forefa

thers tainted with, in poet Cad Sandburg's
words, "shades of lavender." Given that

Lincoln was a visionary and a great leader,
accusations about his private sexual
behavior seem inappropriate. But the
reaction to those accusations reveal

much about the prevalent homophobic
atmosphere of the Age of Dubya. Bush's
support for the Defense of Marriage Act
and other homophobic national policies
reveal shades of paranoia during a time of
perceived national insecurity.

George W. Bush was not the first
American policy maker to associate homo
sexuality with national weakness. Bush's
tirades against gay marriage reverberate the
fears of the Cold War. Historian Elaine Tyler
May's Homeward Bound connected non-
traditional sexual behavior with containment
theory, arguing that the American home was
a "sphere of influence" within which dan
gerous social forces could be tamed.
Homosexuals were viewed with suspicion,
and often associated with Communism.

This fear precipitated a wave of offi
cially sponsored homophobia. During the
early 1950s, the persecution of homosex
ual men and women became more intense
than ever before. Gay baiting rivaled red
baiting in its ferocity, destroying careers,
encouraging harassment, creating stig
mas, and forcing those who "confessed
their guilt" to name others with whom they
associated. In 1950, the Senate issued a
report called "The Employment of
Homosexuals and Other Sex Perverts in
Government," which asserted that "those
who engage in overt acts of perversion
lack the emotional stability of normal per
sons,,., Indulgence in acts of sex perver
sion weakens the moral fiber of the indi-

6 Political Affairs
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▲ LGBT demonstrators at 2004 Gay Pride march in New York City.

vidual." Like Communists who presumably
infiltrate and destroy the society, sexual
"perverts" could spread their poison sim
ply by association. "One homosexual can
pollute a Government office." claimed the

Serrate report. The sexual behavior of
employees thus became a legitimate focus
of investigation. Both in the government

Bush's support for
homophobic national
policies reveal shades
of paranoia during a

time of perceived
national insecurity.

and the private sector employees were
screened for signs of sexual deviance.

In October, 1953, President Eisenhower
signed Executive Order # 10450, which
tightened loyalty and security regulations
and, for the first time in civil service law,

explicitly stated that "sexual perversion"
was necessary grounds for not hiring and
for firing federal workers. With
Eisenhower's executive order, the govern

ment's anti-homosexual policies expanded
to include every agency and department of
the federal government and every private
company or corporation with a government
contract, such as railroad companies and
aircraft plants. This affected the job secu
rity of over six million workers. By the mid-
1950s, similar policies had gone into effect
in state and local governments. More than
20 percent of the labor force had to sign,
in addition to loyalty oaths, oaths attesting
to sexual moral purity to keep their jobs.
Policies that started with the military

spread to all of society.
The United States is, in 2005, once

again experiencing national paranoia. The
targets are different, of course, but the
resulting policies are horribly familiar.
Between 1998 and 2004, the military dis
charged 20 Arabic and six Farsi speakers,
according to Department of Defense data
obtained by the Center for the Study of
Sexual Minorities in the Military under a
Freedom of Information Act request,®
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By Don Sloan

▲ Expensive medical care for children In the US Is available only for those with enough
money. Growing poverty has seen a growing child mortality rate.Despite the US blockade of

Cuba, reports are creeping

into the mainstream media

about the remarkable Cuban

health care system that is gaining
more and more worldwide recognition

and praise. The Cuban Ministry of
Public Health's (MINSAP) accom

plishments are what just about every

informed politically conscious person

in the medical industry has been

aware of since the Cuban revolution

took place. The statistics from almost
every aspect of health care from
maternal mortality to infectious dis
eases reveal their successes and

accomplishments.
In 1959, by comparison, the last
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year of the Batista regime, one out of
five Cuban newborns succumbed to

simple infectious diarrhea in the first
year of life. Now, that syndrome has
been relegated to the history books.

7,500 foreigners including, almost
100 people from the US. These stu
dents will return to medically under-
served communities in their countries

of origin. Simply put, Cuba makes

▲ The for-profit health system ensures that the poor stay sick.

In a word, that kind of success hap
pens when something, anything,
becomes a priority.

The Castro government has put
living over dying, health care over war,
education over illiteracy, sanitation

over contamination and nutrition over

debilitation, Cuba has exceeded most

expectations in these areas as well. It

has just been announced that the

Why does the most

affluent nation on

earth have such

shameful statistics

on Infant mortality?

entire island now has potable public
water supplies, a feat unheard of in all
of the rest of the third world.

As another glaring example of its
commitment, while we created and

foster a school in Georgia that trains
militant mercenaries and assassins,

Cuba has a fully funded medical
school program exclusively for over

8 Political Affairs

doctors, not killers. While the US has

over 1.4 million soldiers fighting

worldwide on battlefields and In occu

pations, Cuba has over 10,000 physi
cians working in the undeveloped
world as healers.

An important statistic for measur
ing the delivery of medical care are the
latest UN figures on infant mortality
and the U5MR. the under-five-mortal-

ity-rate, which simply records the
number of children alive at age five per

1,000 live births. These numbers have

become UNICEF's most accurate

barometer of the health of a nation.

Singapore, Japan, the Scandinavian
countries and Switzerland lead the
way. Infant mortality in sub-Saharan
Africa and western Asia are 50 to 100
times higher, a sad commentary if ever
there was one. Cuba, as expected,
ranks among the best.

But this leads to arguably the most
tragic statistic of all. The US is the
only country In the world that must
report two figures for infant mortality,
the U5MR or whatever. Why?

Because without a universal health

care plan for all, a unique dubious dis
tinction we hold aniong the world's
Industrialized nations, we must report

Among our contributors

Dan Brook, Ph.D.. teaches
sociology at San Jose State
University and can be contacted
via Brook@califomia.com or

through CyberBrook's ThinkLinks
www,brook.com/cyberbrook.

Sue Coe is a nationally respected
artist and teacher.

Lisa Duggan teaches history
and American Studies at New

York University.

Gerald Home is a contributing
editor of PA and his latest book is

Black and Brown: African Americans

and the Mexican Revolution, 1910-

1920 WU Press, 2004).

Elena Mora Is district organizer
of the NV district of the

CPUSA,

Omar Sierra is a founding member
of Venezuela's Bolivarian Circles.

Don Sloan Is assistant editor of

Political Affairs.

Joel Wendland is managing
editor of Political Affairs.
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1. CPUSA activists helped create
mass organizations that pushed
politics to the left. Which of the
following was not such a mass
organization?

a. The American League Against
War and Fascism.

b. Unemployed Councils. USA.
c. The America First Committee.

d. The National Negro
Congress.

4.The Communist Party maintains
an international outlook that is:

a. committed to critical support of
countries such as China and Cuba

seeking to develop socialism
regardless of their differences in
policy.

b. opposed to China because of its
concessions to foreign and
domestic capitalists.

c. opposed to Cuba because of its
use of the death penalty.

d. supportive of China because it
sees a "social market economy"
as a step forward for socialism.

2.Today trade union membership is
around 10 percent of the work force.
Right after World War 11, trade union
membership was about:

a. 15% of the non-agricultural work
force.

b. 20% of the non-agricultural work
force.

c. 30% of the non-agricultural work
force.

d. 35% of the non-agricultural work
force.

5. Marxists see racism in the US:

a. as increasingly insignificant
given the reforms of the last 50
years.

b. as a capitalist ideology imposed
to divide workers.

e. as a central material force pro
viding super-profits for capital
ists, super-exploitation for
racially oppressed workers, and
an ideological superstructure
fostering bigotry.

d. something unique to US
monopoly capitalism.

miQ
3.Through its more than 80 years of
existence the CPUSA, changing its
tactics in response to changing
conditions, has remained true to
the principle that:

a. world revolution is on the horizon.

b. building the Communist Party, the
movements for labor rights,
against racism, sexism, and
homophobia, and working in soli
darity with the anti-imperialist and
socialist movements abroad are
the primary ways to advance
working-class empowerment and
a socialist USA.

c. working within the Democratic
Party is the primary way to
advance toward working-class
empowerment and a socialist
USA.

d. working to establish a third party
is the primary way for
Communists to advance toward

working-class empowerment and
a socialist USA.

How to score yourself:
0-2: Check out the "Readings" section on the

CPUSA website at www.cpusa.org.

3-4: Your knowledge of labor and Party history
is sfong, but could use some fine tuning.

5: Consider writing articles and book reviews
?oMca\ Affairs.

3 [S e [fr q [£ p IS 0 [t :sjaMsuv

our health care situation for Black and

white, the differences being so stark. Not
only do we rank below many nations in
infant mortality and U5MR, it appears that
Black males in the US do not have the life

span and health numbers of their counter
parts in most of the underdeveloped
nations of the third world. Newboms in

Manhattan above 96th Street, more heav

ily populated by people of color, die at
twice the rate of those below.

Why does the most affluent nation on

earth have such shameful statistics?

Because we are without health care cov

erage for all, and because we have made

health care a privilege instead of a right.
Wars in Korea, Vietnam, the Middle East

and Latin America seem to have taken pri
ority over nutrition, sanitation, inner city

infrastructures, schools, libraries and mass

transit and universal health care. Our

resources, as vast as they are, are even

tually finite, and as long as both major par

ties show such disdain for the people's
welfare and well being, future reports will

expose a worsening of the debacle that is
our health care delivery system.

It was that wonderful billboard in

Woodstock an era ago that cried out how
wonderful it would be if we had all the

money needed for health care but had to
hold a church supper and bingo game to
raise funds for B-1 bombers. ■

Political Affairs 9



COMMENTARY

We the People?
Not Anymore
By Steven LafFoley

The Reagan revolution is nearly
complete. All that remains to do

is gut Social Security and then
make a small change in US

Constitution — Just remove "We the

People" and add "Hooray for Me, and
Screw You".

It's not as flippant an idea as you might
think. Let me explain.

fundamental principle of "We the People."
Or so I thought at the time.

I figured my grandfather was disap
pointed that Jimmy Carter had lost, and
that the election of Ronald Reagan meant
the rise of "trickle-down" economics

("Pissing down economics." he later

grumbled). And I knew, too, that my grand
father believed Ronald Reagan had

A Bush's right wing agenda is founded on the principle of "Hooray for me, and screw you.

In a town just south of Boston, on the

day after the 1980 American presidential
election, my grandfather and I sat at the

kitchen table eating breakfast. Sometime
between buttering my toast and drinking

my orange juice, I asked my grandfather to
explain the political philosophy of presi
dent-elect Ronald Reagan.

"That's easy," he answered, "Hooray

for me, and screw you."
I was relatively young at the time, and

his comment struck me as terribly sharp.
After all, Republicans or Democrats, we
were ail Americans, all committed to the

betrayed his generation and a solemn

social contract with Americans forged
nearly forty years before by Franklin D.

Roosevelt.

I wondered if my grandfather's politics
had just passed with the times. After all, his

politics were shaped by historical experi
ences mostly forgotten by the post World
War II generation. He came of age during
the Depression, riding the rails in the early
1930s looking for work. Later, during World
War II, he fought for real liberty and free
dom, sailing with the Merchant Marine (he
was 4-F because of his poor eyesight). He

opposed McCarthyism in the 1950s, The
Vietnam War and Nixon in the 1960s and

70s. And I still remember, in 1976, his

deeply felt hope for America in the honesty,
decency, and humanism of Jimmy Carter.

Interestingly, my grandfather was not
polifically a Democrat. Rather his politics
embraced something more basic; he sim
ply cared about the American people - all
of them. He believed deeply in the first
words of the US Constitution: "We the

People." But by 1980, politics reflected
the ideas of a new generation. And my
grandfather suddenly seemed old.

As with Bush's Iraqi
WMD public relations

campaign, Americans
are being inundated

with dazzling statistics
to prove that Social

Security is going bust.

"Remember," my grandfather often
reminded me after 1980, "you take care of
your own." It was a message that I never
forgot. He was still fighting that fight, in the
middle of Reagan's revolution.' when he
died in May of 1985.

Why share his story now?
Weil, after nearly 25 years, I find myself

remembering my grandfather's blunt
assessment of Reagan's politics as
Reagan s philosophical son, George W.
Bush, begins his ideological attack on
Social Security. I say "ideological"
because the Bush attack on Social
Security Is not just a "think-outside-the-

box" idea for protecting "We the People."
It's something far deeper and darker.

10 Political Affairs



Already the Bush administration has
brought a WMD-Iike fervor to their "con
cerns" about Social Security. The crisis in the

program, they say, is large and looming, and
the program's collapse is imminent. And as
with the Iraqi WMD public relations cam
paign, Americans are being inundated with
facts and figures and dazzling statistics to
prove that the Social Security system is fast
going bust.

And surprisingly - or perhaps not so sur
prisingly - some prominent Democrats agree.
Time Magazine columnist and former Clinton

adviser Joe Klein, for one, thinks privatizing
Social Security has merit. Like Bush, Klein

sees a cataclysmic future for publicly funded
Social Security. And also like Bush, he looks

to the "success" of the Chilean and Swedish

privatized retirement programs as models for

America to imitate. But Klein and others on

the Democratic side who share the Bush

vision about Social Security are missing the

larger ideological attack under way.

By privatizing Social Security, what the
Bush administration is proposing is nothing

less than a revolutionary shift in the

American commitment to "We the People."
The proposed changes mean Americans will
no longer be obliged to take care of their

own: of their elderly, of their weak, of their

downtrodden.

For a Republican Party whose supporters
include so many Christian fundamentalists,

one wonders: where, in Bush's privatization
plan, is the Christian ideal of being one's
brother's keeper? The irony, of course, is that
this is the Christian ideal already informing
the existing Social Security system Intro
duced by Franklin D. Roosevelt: that working
Americans invest their tax dollars to ensure

the safe retirement of those who came

before them, that each generation will care
for the next.

In this final stage of the Reagan revolu
tion, "we" becomes "me." The "freedom"

and "liberty" that President George W. Bush
plans to export to the world are simply the
new brand names for 21st century social
Darwinism - a ruthless, extreme, acquisitive
individualism.

Or better yet: Hooray for me, and screw

you. ■

n Only those who risk
going too far will ever
know how far they can
really go.

ra Because the middle

class is shrinking, the
average US employee
works the longest
hours in the industrial

ized world, with

increases as we

speak.

Rl The new Bush

budget for 2005 has

actually tossed off
160,000 veterans from

their health care

allowances.

El Once beneficiaries

on Medicare sign up
for a drug plan, they
are locked in for a

year. But the plan can
cancel a medication

whenever and raise

co-payments ad lib.

H Little known via the

media, over 6,000 US

service men and

women have deserted

to Canada to avoid

Iraq service.

ra Without fanfare.

Congress has passed
a "doomsday" provi

sion that would allow

Just a handful of mem

bers to run the

Congress (read: USA)

in event of terrorist

attack. The definition

of "attack" has not

been clarified.

n Over half of the 1.5

million annual personal
bankruptcies are
caused by medical bills
that cannot be met

R Word has it that

Washington is exerting
undue influence on

Canadian mail-order

outlets to limit inex

pensive drug ship
ments to US buyers.

ir

■ w... llF

El There is no such

thing in anyone's life
as an unimportant day.

[R The only measure
of generosity is not

the giving of what you

have plenty but of
what you have little.

IF Global warming

could cause the polar
bear population to

become extinct by the
end of this century

because it depends on
the ice floes to sustain

their lives.

IE Give someone a

fish and he eats one

meal; allow him to fish

on your land for the

two of you and he
eats at your whim; but
only when he owns

the pond will he eat
forever.
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COMMENTARY

38 Reasons to Reject
Bush's Budget
ByJoel WendlandNot only does Bush's 2006 budget punish veterans, the

poor, retirees, and other working people for not being
rich, it is a blatant powep-grab. Bush's budget, one com

mentator notes, is based on three propositions: poor
people have too much money, the rich have too little and our prob
lems abroad can be solved only by the military. Despite the pres
ident's claims, his budget isn't about fiscal discipline. He doesn't
present real numbers about the cost of his wars In Iraq or
Afghanistan, nor does he even hint at the cost of Social Security
privatization he proposes. Some of this budget is simply cruel,
some of it is downright stupid, but it is all about class warfare.

Bush's budget Is an ideologically driven, partisan agenda
designed to benefit the rich and large corporations that backed
Bush in the election and the expense of working people. Bush's
budget proposes spending S2.57 trillion with revenues of $2.18
trillion, an optimistic deficit projection of nearly $427 billion, and
spending cuts In the hundreds of billions. Bush's numbers prompt
ed one economist to scoff that Bush's numbers are "not credi

ble." saying they "haven't been for the last few years and they
shouldn't be looked at with much seriousness now." In fact. Bush

uses one set of economic projections to paint rosy pictures about
the effects of tax cuts for the rich and the deficit, while using a
much bleaker set of numbers to predict Social Security's imminent
collapse. Which fantasy does he expect us to believe?

Proposals In the budget are also meant to eliminate constitu

tionally-mandated checks and balances between the president and
Congress. Bush proposes to do away with rules that give oversight
of the budget process to Congress. His plan uses backdoor
maneuvering and strong-arm tactics to force Congress to accept
his extremist agenda. These proposed rule changes would con
centrate enormous powdr in the hands of a single individual as
never before In US history. Apparently. Bush wasn't kidding when
he implied in his 2000 campaign that he wouldn't mind being a dic
tator. We offer here 39 reasons to reject Bush's budget;

Bush's power grab:
1. Bush seeks to limit the amount of annual appropriations for

"discretionary programs." including for defense, education,
veterans' medical care, housing, biomedical research and

international affairs programs.

2. Bush wants a "pay-as-you-go" rule; any new law that increas

es the cost of an "entitlement" program would have to be
"paid for" by other cuts. Tax outs for the rich are exempt,
however.

3. Bush is demanding line-Item veto power, allowing him to strike
any parts of a bill sent to him. This would force Congress-to
pass only what he wants.

▲ Bush proposes a new round of rich tax cuts, while cutting funding for
programs like community health centers.

4. Bush wants the power to sign or veto Congress' annual joint
budget resolution, its guide for various committees to plan
their spending. This power would give Bush control over what
Congress asks for.

5. Bush wants his spending proposals to be automatic, if he can
not agree with Congress on budget items. This would give
him power to push his agenda without having to negotiate
with other elected officials.

What Bush wants to cut:
6. Assistance for 300.000 children by 2009.

7. $12 billion from funding to needy schools, reneging on his
campaign promise.

8. "V/eterans* Administration funds, while doubling co-pays
charged to veterans for prescription drugs and imposing a new
$250 yearly "user fee" for veterans' health care services.

9. $45 billion from Medicaid. including funds to provide health
care for 1.8 million low-income children.
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10. 8.4 percent from low-income Home Energy Assistance
Program, which helps people pay their heating bills.

11. Over $400 million from Trade Adjustment Assistance and
eight other federal job training programs for teens, other job

less adults and veterans.

12. Over $16 million from worker safety and health programs:
$6.7 million from OSHA, $4.9 million from MSHA and a $5.1

million from NIOSH. This is less than $8 per worker to pro
tect us from job injuries, illnesses and death.

13. Pell Grants and wori<-study funding for low-income college
students.

14. $530 milliori from education funding,

15. $360 million from the Clean Water State Revolving Funds.

16. $3 million from Fish and Wildlife's endangered species pro
grams.

17. 30 percent from the FIRE Act. which provides equipment,
training and staffing to local fire departments.

18. $587 million from farm subsidies.

19. $50 million from Department of Energy's energy efficiency
and renewable energy programs.

20. 6 percent from the EPA's budget, including $47 million from
science and technology research.

21. State and local sewage treatment funding.

Some of the 150 programs and
benefits Bush would eliminate;

22. Food stamps benefits for up to 300,000 working families.

23. Eliminate over 48 programs in the Department of Education
that total $4.2 billion in cuts.

24. Community Development Block Grants that help cities build and
maintain clinics, day-care facilities and housing developments.

25. Even Start literacy program that helps poor children learn to
read.

26. Healthy Communities Access Program.

27. Rural health care grants.

28. The Community Food and Nutrition program.

29. Migrant and seasonal farm worker training programs.

30. Amtrak funding.

Bush's new spending
and other backdoor cuts:

31. Cuts federal grants to state and local governments by nine
percent, while increasing the Pentagon's budget by $19 bil
lion. not including for the wars in Iraq or Afghanistan.

32. Adds new tax cuts that will cost $1.6 trillion over 10 years,

more than half of which would go to households that eam

more than a $1 million yearly. About 97 percent of the bene

fits of the cuts go to the top 2.7 percent of the population,
while virtually nothing will go to households earning less than
$100,000,

33. Adds money for nuclear weapons, while condemning Iran for
developing a nuclear weapons program. Altogether the US
spends $40 billion annually on nuclear forces.

34. Adds $38 million for failed abstinence-only "sex education"

programs, bringing the yearly total to $206 million. Cuts $301
million from programs that train doctors at children's hospitals.

35. Bush's pension-related funding proposals restrict the amount
of pension benefits that workers can get if their employers
declare bankruptcy.

36. Increases subsidies for dangerous nuclear power plants.

37. Raises the low electricity rates charged by the federally
owned and operated Power Marketing Administration. PMA

supplies large parts of the country with inexpensive electrici
ty generated mostly from hydroelectric dams. This proposal
is seen as a first step towards privatizing federal electrifica
tion projects by giving them to corporate-owned utilities that
will charge much higher prices.

38. The proposed budget for the Department of Agriculture's
Food Safety and Inspection Service calls for allowing the
meat industry to fund meat inspection. If the industry funds its
own regulators, then the effectiveness of inspections would
be dangerously compromised.

According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities,

increases in programs that provide benefits and services for needy
families, children and elderly and disabled people account for only
six percent of this year's cost of Bush's policies. Meanwhile
Bush's tax cuts that have primarily benefited the wealthy account

for almost half of the increase in the 2005 budget deficit.
According to the Congressional Budget Office, the cost of Bush's
rich tax cuts will be over three times the cost of all domestic pro
gram increases enacted over this period, yet Bush targets domes
tic programs for cuts rather than elimination of the tax cuts aimed
at the already very rich. The total cost of Bush's tax cuts will be

about $2.1 trillion by 2015 and the deficit will spiral to $1.4 trillion
in five years.■
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Back (door) Stabbed
By Kyle Tucker

President Bush created the back
door draft in Executive Order

13223 on September 14, 2001,
three days after 9/11. It Imple

mented the stop loss program, granting

the Defense Department the authority to
keep military personnel on active duty
"involuntarily" during times of war or
national emergency. As a result, thou
sands of reservists have been forced in

active duty beyond the 24 month maxi
mum that policy states Reserves can be
used. And about 20,000 troops - regular.
Reserves, National Guard, most of them

in the Middle East - have seen their retire

ment dates extended, thus involuntarily
drafted beyond their enlistment.
Thousands more troops in the Middle
East could be effected by this very soon.
On the back-door draft, Luke Hiken of the

Military Law Task Force said, "To say to
these people, "we've gotcha, and now
you're in indefinitely, and you signed up
voluntarily.' they know that's outra-

Soldiers were told if

they refused to
re-enlist they would
be deployed to Iraq

and have their duty
involuntarily extended

in a war zone.

geous." Bob Herbert in the New York
Times wrote, "That's not a back-door

draft. It's a brutal, in-your-face draft that's
unfairly limited to a small segment of the
population." The veterans based
Operation Truth stated the back-door
draft remains "yet another indication that
the original plan for war was flawed."

The backdoor draft has also been

exploited for coerced re-enlistment. At Fort
Carson, Colorado, soldiers nearing the end

A us Air Guard recurits sworn In. Bush uses new regulations to prevent enlistees from leaving and
forcing others out of retirement.

of their commitment were told if they

refused to re-enlist they would be deployed
to Iraq and have their duty involuntarily
extended in a warzone. One of the multiple
soldiers at Fort Carson who testified to this

said, "Why not just let me finish what I
signed up for? It's a shame a policy like this
exists. We're supposed to be a volunteer
army," Also having heard from other
Congress members that this type of extor
tion has occurred at other military bases,

Colorado Representative Diana DeGette
stated,

This is an outrage. Soldiers who
served honorably, fought in Iraq and
are near the end of their service

should not be threatened with

impressment.... The question
remains: How widespread is this?
How deep does It go into the Penta
gon? How far does it go up to the
Oval Office?

Another example of the exploitation of
the back-door draft is best illustrated in the

case of oral surgeon Dr. John Caulfield.
Though he retired from the Army in 1980,

the Army contacted him last year asking
him to volunteer to "backfill" for a military
doctor on the East Coast, Hawaii or Europe
who could then be deployed to the Middle
East. Caulfield agreed to backfill, but when
his orders arrived, he was sent to a field
hospital in Afghanistan instead. Caulfield is
TOyears old, and is one of around 200 over
the age of 60 known to be serving in the
US military, many likely to be victims of
backfill deception.

The back-door draft also exploits the
National Guard's "Try One" program, open
to veterans who want to test-drive the
Guard for a year before making a longer
commitment, as Try One Guardsmen have
been called up to active duty and seen their
enlistment extended indefinitely in Iraq.
David Quails, a Try One Guardsman home
on leave from Iraq, filed suit against the
back-door draft, but a US District Judge
ordered Quails back to Iraq, ruling the con
tract Quails signed stated his duty could be
lengthened in times of war or national
emergency - despite the fact CO there is no
declared war and (2) Iraq is not America's
national emergency; America is Iraq's
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A They came from tiie high schools and the unemployment lines to the killing fields In Iraq
for George Bush's lie.

national emergency. Representing
Quails, the Center for Constitutional

Rights (CCR) had to ask the court to
issue an order requiring the Army not
to retaliate against him. CCR Legal
Director Jeffrey Fogel stated, "enlist
ment contracts servicemen sign are

not worth the paper they are written
on," and that the judge's decision

"reinforces the myth that we have an
all-volunteer army." CCR Vice

President Jules Lobel said. "Quails

was the victim of a fraud."

Several soldiers have filed

restraining orders against the
Pentagon regarding the back-door

draft. Oregon National Guardsman

Sgt. Emillano Santiago, with three
months remaining at the end of an
eight-year enlistment, saw his unit

mobilized for Afghanistan and the ter

mination date of his enlistment

extended by 27 years! That should

constitute slavery. A district court

judge ruled against Santiago stating
the military would endure "hardship"
if he ruled in Santiago's favor. Capt.
Jay Ferriola and David Miyasato both
had their honorable discharges rein
stated after they agreed to drop their
lawsuits against the Army for violating
their constitutional right to be free of
"involuntary seivitude." Some sol

diers have gone openly AWOL
instead, including Texas Army
National Guardsman Carl Webb, a

leader in the Austin, Texas peace
movement. For information on one's

legal options in avoiding compulsory

military service, try the G1 Rights

Hotline (1-800-394-9544); they han

dle about 3,000 calls a month.

The govemment's blatant disre
spect for its own military has helped
cause (re-) enlistment numbers to

plummet, and the back-door draft will

likely cost the military more soldiers
than it adds. It is a typical corporate

move: penny-wise but dollar-dumb. The
Army has lowered recruitment quotas
to make it look like people are still
enlisting at the same rate. The Guardian

repotted re-enlistment collapsed by 30
percent last year, and the Army
Research Institute projects only 27 per

cent of National Guard and Reserves

intend to re-up, an all-time low. As stat
ed by retired army colonel and Boston

University Professor Andrew Bacevich,
"to change the rules will almost cer
tainly backfire and accelerate the dete
rioration of the reserves." Back-door

draftees in Iraq have also begun
Vietnam-like refusal of orders.

The Pentagon's defrauding of ser
vicemen's contracts should be con

sidered a form of corporate crime. It

proves that if one is militaristic it does
not automatically mean one is pro-mil
itary (actually, if one is militaristic, one
is most likely anti-military). Since the

government has institutionalized
indentured servitude into the ranks,

not to mention the continued crass

treatment of America's disabled vet

erans, the military remains the indus
try that most needs to unionize.

The military should go on strike. ■
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COMMENTARY

The Great
Debate
By Phil E. BenjaminIt's no secret that today, a powerful debate rages

in the labor movement. For most union members

and supporters, notwithstanding the newspaper
articles and discussions taking place in their

union halls and work sites, there is probably more
confusion than clarity. Everybody seems to be for or

against the same things.
There is a great danger that the everyday health

and safety of workers might become a casualty of
this great debate. The purpose of this commentary
is to not take sides with one group or the other. On

the contrary, it is argue for the expansion of the his
toric mission of organized labor to protect workers
from Increasingly dangerous working conditions.

There is no disagreement that labor did a rather
good job in mobilizing members to vote in 2004.
Most of labor agrees that the Democratic Party
dropped the ball. The independent role of labor is a
principle that most agree on.

Labor is also of one mind in believing that d
increasing the number of workers under union pro- .§
tection is essential to increasing labor's power. I
Some however have argued that numbers is not the g
only issue. A militant and progressive vision is need

ed to motivate and encourage workers to join and
stay in unions.

There is also general agreement that the strug
gle to increase wages and lessen working hours is
essential. Similarly there's a consensus that negotiated health
benefit programs must be protected and expanded as labor con
tinues to fight for a national health program that covers everyone.

Not as openly highlighted is the imperative that working con
ditions be improved. This issue, working conditions or occupa
tional safety and health, has become a bone of contention by a
number of the unions.

Eliminate S&H Departments?
One recurring theme from a number of unions that once

formed the New Union Partnership (NUP) was to eliminate safe
ty and health departments from all unions including the national
office of the AFL-CIO and to spend that money on organizing.
With the dismantling of the NUP, it was hoped that this proposal
would be set aside. It hasn't been.

The unfortunate aspect of this largely behind-the-scenes debate
is the separation of two major issues: organizing on the one side and
health and safety on the other. This division makes no sense.

International unions with safety and health departments have
always been supportive and in many instances participated In

16 Political Affairs

A Workers rely on health and safety regulations and protections to save lives

organizing drives. And, labor organizers and union organizing
drives have practically always had to respond to occupational
safety and health hazards raised by angry workers and their fam
ilies Every organizing survey shows safety and heaith as a major
reason for workers seeking union protection.

What better use of staff expertise in worker safety and health
than organizing workers and keeping them organized?

Corporate Expertise and Political Action
Must Be Challenged and Defeated

At stake in this debate is the danger of underestimating the
willingness of corporate power to use its own medical and scien
tific experts to redetermine what is and what is not safe in the
workplace. And, the same goes for influencing state capitals and
Congress to change and pass laws allowing employers to further
exploit their workers.

Since the passage of the 1970 Occupational Safety and
Flealth (OStHA) law, tabor has been able to reverse decades of
corporate control over the workplace. Granted, the OSHA law
has been stripped of many of its powers under Reagan and the



two Bushes Cand, Clinton didn't help matters). But. abandoning

safety and health in Congress and in state capitals to corporate
power is a victory that the Chamber of Commerce, the National
Association of Manufacturers and the Heritage Foundation could

not have won themselves.

Let's Get Real

Eliminating safety and health departments from unions and the

AFL-CIO national office will not solve the problem of low union
membership and inspire more organizing. And. the diversion money
spent on safety and health to organizing will not significantly
increase organizing budgets. There is simply no proof that either
will happen; neither will net the results being trumpeted.

Some activists worry that elimination of safety and health
departments is actuaily a reaction by some union officials against
an issue that they find hard to control. It is true that safety and
health conditions are never fully resolved. That they often are used

by rank-and-file activists to rally forces in insurgent election cam
paigns is probably true. But. here again, this Is not the reason to
try to sweep resolving safety and health conditions under the rug

- they won't go away.

Every organizing survey shows safety
and health a major reason for

workers seeking union protection.

So What Is the Answer?

Combining the power of an aggressive, union medical/scien-
tific safety and health department with an organizing and political
action department will attract tens of thousands of workers into
labor unions, if it means larger union departments with subdivisions
for health and safety, so be it. The problem with that approach is
that with any organization, budget minded officials may cut corners
and provide less financial support to the "super" department that
health and safety resides in. Organizational behavior is organiza
tional behavior. It makes much more sense for health and safety
leaders to sit at the table when staff leadership meets and execu
tive boards deliberate.

Racist Edge
There is a racist edge to this issue. It is well known that

employers hire "people of color" into the worst jobs in the plant.
Nowadays that means immigrants from all over the world. That is
the net result of employment discrimination. And. department, not
plant-wide, seniority keeps people in their original departments.
It is not a political stretch to postulate that closer attention to
issues like employment discrimination and dangerous jobs might
get lost under this downgrading of health and safety. It is an issue
to keep track of.

In the meantime, as the debates continues, make sure that

rank-and-file, staff and union leaders don't negotiate out health and
safety for workers for other important goals. The Health and safe
ty of workers is not negotiable, anywhere and anytime. They all fit
into the new labor movement.®
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COMMENTARY

Tsunamis
By Dan Brook

▲ Much global concern was rightly raised for the victims of the South Asian tsunami, but capitalism kills the poor and the
sick daily.

Tsunamis come in many forms. The tsuna
mi that erupted in the Indian Ocean from
the massive earthquake on December
26, 2004 was incredibly powerful,

immensely destructive, and very deadly. I felt and

continue to feel the pain of this event not just as
a fellow human being but also as a person who
has been to a few of the places now devastated.
In fact, I spent my first wedding anniversary on the
beautiful beaches of Krabi in Thailand, while living
In the country teaching English.

Though it was a natural disaster, the conse
quences were unnatural and not entirely random.

Generally, the areas with the most destruction, with

the possible exception of Banda Aceh, Indonesia,
near the giant earthquake's epicenter, were the
areas where there had been the most economic

growth, capitalist development, and therefore the
most environmental degradation, e.g., tourist infra

structure and shrimp farming that, among other

Poverty is a

chronic

tsunami and

the big

wave of

malnutrition,

hunger, and

starvation

are ever

present.

things, destroyed the mangrove forests and coral reefs
that serve as rich ecosystems and natural barriers

against tidal waves.

My eight-year old son asked if the people affected
by the tsunami were/are so poor, why didn't we help
them before the tsunami? A very good question indeed.

Poverty is a chronic tsunami and the big wave of
malnutrition, hunger, and starvation are ever present.
With about a billion people having insecure and irregu
lar access to enough food and clean water, millions of
poor people die each year, tens of thousands of poor
people each day, another poor person every few sec
onds of every day of every year. It boggles my mind and
pains my heart.

Food and water are the most basic necessities for

all sentient beings, whether people, other animals, or
plants. Yet, in most places of the world, food is a com
modity for sale, a product In search of private profit, a
privilege for those who can afford to pay the parasitic
price. As basic and essential and material and requisite
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as it is, food is purposely withheld from those with absolute physical need for
those simply with economic demand. Sometimes food is freely given to those
in desperate need; mostly it isn't.

It is wonderful that we have scientists and others researching and work
ing on treatments and cures for various ailments and diseases. That should
certainly continue. But we should also work on the treatments and cures for

hunger, dysentery, gastroenteritis, and other very well-known, very easily-
treated causes of mass suffering and death. Treatment involves taking prop
er care of suffering people: cures imply removing, reforming, or revolutioniz
ing the structures and systems that result in such massive yet unnecessary
tragedies. It may be complex, but it is not complicated. Food must be an
absolute right, not a privilege-

Tsunamis come in many forms. Global warming is a slow tsunami. We are
overheating the Earth, cooking the planet, slowly boiling ourselves and all
other forms of life to death. We already know what happens when we over

heat a car; when we overcook a meal; when we overheat ourselves; we can

surmise what will happen if we continue to overheat the Earth, it isn't pretty
and it will get much uglier.

Tepidly called global warming, some such as Rabbi Arthur Waskow call this
type of climate change "global scorching." Apparently, reports for and from
groups as disparate as the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment. Greenpeace,
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Oxfam. the Pentagon, the
Union of Concerned Scientists, the World Bank, the World Meteorological
Organization, and a vast number of other scientists, political economic ana

lysts, and environmentalists agree. The Pentagon Report (wvm.common-
dreams.org/headlines04/0222-0l.htm), for example, states that global warm
ing "should be elevated beyond a scientific debate to a US national security
concern," higher even than terrorism, warning of riots and declaring that
"future wars will be fought over the issue of survival rather than religion, ide
ology. or national honor."

The signs of an overheating Earth are clear and the evidence is rushing in
and quickly rising: hotter weather in many places, though colder weather in
some places; more frequent and violent storms; mass species extinctions:
eco-spasms; melting glaciers and polar ice caps; earlier springs; rising water
temperatures; rising ocean levels; disturbed ocean conveyor and jet stream
systems; submerged islands; and the threat of submerged cities such as New
York. Miami, New Orleans, San Francisco, Bangkok, Dhaka, Tol^o, Shanghai,
Sydney, and many, many other coastal cities.

While the world has chosen to take gradual steps to reduce climate
change with the Kyoto Protocol, which went into effect on February 16, 2005,

the US government has chosen to bury its bipartisan head in the sand. It may
be searching for oil under the sand, but it may eventually find rising and pol
luted water.

Thankfully, many individuals, organizations, and localities are taking action
and taking the lead from the grass roots. Reducing consumption, reducing
waste and emissions, recycling and using recycled goods, using renewable
energies instead of fossil fuels such as oil and coal, protecting and replanting
forests, reducing or eliminating meat consumption (www.brook.com/veg),
and reducing or eiiminating smoking (www.brook.com/smoke) are some of
the things that are being done. In addition to these, we also need to pressure
our governments to do much more.

Tsunamis come in many forms. I moum for those killed by the Indian Ocean
tsunami. I mourn for those killed each day by the chronic tsunami of poverty.
I mourn for the current and future generations who will suffer from the slow
tsunami of global warming. We need to stop the tsunamis before they reach
land and affect us with disastrous results. We can do it, but we need to be
alert and aware, and we need to take immediate action.■
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Cronies: Oil, The Bushes, and the Rise of Texas, America's
Superstate.
Robert Bryce, New York: Public Affairs, 2004. •:

Reviewed by Gerald Home

RQ8 RT BRYCE
he "Texas nexus," says the author of

this book, is "the place where ener
gy- money, political power, lobbying
and government are all combined

into one big cocktail." George W. Bush and
Dick Cheney are the latest representatives of

the apostles of petroleum. The "United States
has colonized the Persian Gulf," and "the lead

colonizers are Texas companies," e.g.
Cheney's Halliburton. It was no accident a
Texan - Lyndon Johnson - was the prosecu
tor of the 'Vietnam War, enriching one of his

sponsors: Texas-based Brown and Root.
But It is not just the Texas based oil business that has

been the poster child of exploitation.
The savings and loan industry scan
dal - during the presidency of
George H.W. Bush - was "one of
the largest transfers of wealth ... to
the Lone Star State." Texas led the

nation in failed savings and loan insti
tutions. The wealth pouring into

Texas was often deposited in these

institutions, which lent it out at a pre
mium, and led to over-building, an

inability to repay, and a government
bailout. This scandal cost the nation

about $300 billion.

The S&L scandal pales compared
with the Enron debacle. Enron was the "biggest cash

machine" for George W. Bush, when he ran for governor
of Texas.

Enron was "Bush's biggest career patron, giving him a
total of $736, 800 to his gubernatorial and presidential
campaigns." After Enron plunged into bankruptcy, Bush
who had counted this company's boss, Kenneth Lay, as
one of his closest confidantes distanced himself.

Nevertheless, the Bush White House showed that it

had not forgotten about the energy industry as a whole
when it launched the ill-fated invasion of Iraq. In this case,

the interests of Texas oil barons dovetailed with those of

a clique of "neo-conservatives," who sought to redraw the
map of the Arab world, not least because of a concern
about the future of Israeli hawks. According to the author,

in 2003

pro-Israel hawks inside the Pentagon began talking
to the Israelis about building a pipeline from the
Iraqi oilfields near Kirkuk to the Israeli port of
Haifa... ensuring a reliable supply of oil to its ally
Israel had been one of America's main obligations

in the region for nearly three decades. In 1975,

Fortunately there is a
growing movement in

both Texas and

Iraq that is pushing to

insure that Bush's

macabre plans
are crushed.

Henry Kissinger signed an agreement that requires
the US to guarantee the flow of oil to Israel during
times of crisis... the deal requires the United
States to supply oil to Israel even if it causes
domestic shortages of oil in America....

As the author sees it, this confluence of interests
between Texas oilmen and pro-Israel hawks is the key to
understanding what drove the war in Iraq. For the time
being the idea of the pipeline taking Iraqi oil to Israel
appears to be on the back burner.

That is not all. Of late, the air in Washington has been
polluted with full-throated cries fo-'a military attack on Iran,
yet another oil power. A silent force behind this proposed
newest quagmire is Hushang Ansary. a former member

of the cabinet of the deposed Shah
and. also Iran's former ambassador
to the United States, Presently he is
the largest individual shareholder in
Houston-based National Oilwell. Inc.

and a major contributor to the various
political campaigns of George W.
Bush and his brother, Jeb Bush,

presently the governor of Florida and
a rumored aspirant for the White

House in 2008.

'y'et despite this deployment of
state power on behalf of a gaggle of
oilmen, the wori<ing class of Texas has

not benefited appreciably. Texas Is

first in number of citizens incarcerated.... first in

the number of prisoners executed....first in the
percentage of adults without health Insurance....
first In the percentage of children without health
insurance...-first in the overall number of firearms

deaths and the number of children killed by guns.. ..

Texas is a state " in which the poor are wretchedly poor
and the rich are wretchedly rich and getting richer." Now
Texas is in the process of "exporting its low-tax, low-serv
ice mode! to the rest of America." Then Governor Bush
pledged during his race for the White House that he would
do for the nation what he has done for Texas - and. it

appears that this Is one of the few campaign promises he
Is keeping.

Fortunately there is a growing movement in both Texas
and Iraq that is pushing to Insure that Bush's macabre
plans for the nation and the world are crushed. And, even
more fortunately, both movements are growing steadily
with every passing day. One reason why is the kind of
informative analyses that are being produced in the lone
star state by progressive writers like Robert Bryce.■
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Cultural Studies: From Theory to Action.
Edited by Pepi Leistyna, Maiden, MA, Blackwell Publishing, 2005.

1/

H
Cultural Siodies

Reviewed by Jennifer Levy

ow can theorizing
be used as a Form

of social practice

that inspires people

to not only read the world critically,
but to also act within it?" around this

central question, editor Pepi Leistyna
has built Cultural Studies; From

Theory to Action.

With this anthology, Leistyna. an
associate professor in the University
of Massachusetts-Boston's Applied

Linguistics Graduate Studies Program, challenges the linguistic
privilege university theoretical jargon has held in the field of cul
tural theory. While the language employed in the text remains
demanding, Leistyna's efforts to ensure that Cultural Studies will
engage as wide a reading audience as possible and his efforts to
ground this anthology in "tangible life experiences and struggles
for social justice around the globe" are remarkable.

By examining moments of political
articulation, Cultural Studies: From Theory

to Action seeks not only to Identify those
forces which are reactionary or transfor
mative but also to tease out the relation

ship between those forces and other
social considerations.

In his introduction - a valuable critical

formulation in its own right - Leistyna works
to remove those obstacles which have tra

ditionally separated theory and practice.
Among these, he counts the modem/post-
modern divide, the difficulties of reconciling

local and global concerns for activism, and

the balancing act between political unity and
cultural diversity.

The anthology offers models for thinking about culture politi
cally as well as for thinking about politics culturally. Many essays
demonstrate that the symbiotic relationship between culture and
politics is not closed but, rather, can be opened to new cultural
spaces when pressured by effective political mobilization.
Moreover, it Is through progressive cultural shifts that political
movements with the possibility to be transformative materialize.

Capitalism - its material, structural, political, and cultural effects
- is of serious import to the anthology; "The virtual elimination of
national sovereignty In many countries makes it that much easier
for invading corporate interests to smash democratic grassroots
movements, environmental protections, and social policies and
institutions developed to help secure the public's well being,"
Especially in these post-9/11 days, Leistyna argues, "as the United
States govemment, guided by corporate imperatives, is using, ad
nauseum, the words 'freedom,' 'democracy,' and 'security' to con
tinue to exploit the planet," we must carefully consider "analyses
of, and actions against, this kind of imperialism."

This book seeks to help

readers develop
political consciousness
and an activist

engagement aimed at

"radical but achievable

democratic change."

The anthology has been structured to emphasize developing
alliances across issues and Interests: "The idea Is not to create a

hierarchy of oppression that renders insignificant certain strug
gles, rather the intention is to analyze political moments, identify
influential factors, and consequently develop critical responses
that have both local and global dimensions."

Predicated on the assumption that It is not possible to fully rec
oncile the tension between liberty and equality within a liberal
democracy, Leistyna's text invites dialogue that works to envision

possibilities for new public spheres, policies, and institutional prac
tices not obligated to existing power structures. Leistyna careful
ly sets out an agenda intended not simply to instigate forms of
resistance rejecting existing power structures - not simply to

engage in crisis management - but to help readers develop polit
ical consciousness and an activist engagement aimed at " radical
but achievable democratic change."

Structurally, the text supports a productive plurality of per
spectives. The sections, divided topically, include The Politics of
Economic Oppression: Anticolonialism Meets Globalization;

Representational Politics: Making Up 'Vour
Own Mind by Minding the Popular Media:

Identity and Ethnicity in the Face of
Discrimination and Racism; Gendered

Identities In the Realm of Patriarchy; and

Heterosexism and Homophobia: Critical
Interventions. Leistyna's success in bringing
a truly intemationa! perspective is confirmed
in the 38 essays - which tackle global
media, organized labor, the political activism
of punk rock, factors contributing to the pre
dominant whiteness of anti-WTO battle in

Seattle, the Korean Women's Movement,

and the political ecology of health and pover
ty in Africa - by a diverse list of contributing

authors such as Henry Giroux, Edward Said, Fidel Castro,

Femanda Navarro, Rosemarie Gariand Thomson, Jewelle Gomez.

In the anthology's final section, Leistyna has compiled three
superb resources: an international list of activist organizations and
web resources, a list of journals "that go against the grain," and
an extensive list of suggested readings organized along the same
divisions as the anthology. This last encompasses dictionaries,
introductory texts, activist readers, cutting-edge theory, classical
approaches, and more. It will be a valued reference not only to
scholars of cultural theory but also, because Leistyna has flagged
those texts he considers fundamentally significant, to newcom

ers looking for their next step.
This anthology will no doubt quickly become required reading

in higher-education cultural studies courses: Its organization lends
itself to logical application in academic terms. At the same time,
its readability and its grounding of abstract, complicated theory in
contemporary essays that provide concrete examples do promise

to produce Leistyna's goal of "making Cultural Studies practical
as part of a broader discourse of democratic change." ■
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The Second Bill of Rights; FDR's Unfinished Revolution and
Why We Need It More Than Ever.
Cass R. Sunstein, NewYork: Basic Books, 2004. !'

Reviewed by Martha KramerConstitutional scholar Cass R. Sunstein's recent book on
the legacy of Franklin Delano Roosevelt is an effortless
read and a thoroughly argued account of the former

president's call for social justice. In our era of the ultra

right's continuous attacks on "big government" serving as an ide

ological basis for dismantling beneficial social programs, Sunstein
provides a thoughtful counter based in a long tradition of US legal

thought. Sunstein's point is that FDR correctly viewed the state
as a tool that protects both collective and individual liberties and
rights by making social benefits universal.

As the basis of this claim, Sunstein points to FDR's state of
the union address delivered in January of 1944. In this speech.

FDR called for expanding both legally and culturally our concept
of our basic rights. FDR challenged the American people to think
beyond the rights listed in the Bill of Rights and include;

• the right to a usefui and remunerative job

• the right to earn a living wage

• the right of business owners to be free of unfair
competition form monopoiy capital

• the nght to adequate health care

• the right to housing

• the right to Social Security, social insurance,
unemployment insurance

' the right to a good education

In a period of war, FDR connected the height
ened concem for security with economic and social
Justice. FDR unswervingly called for the universal-

izatlon of the economic benefits of US wealth and

productive capacity. FDR insisted that national secu
rity was bound up with equality and social justice.
Despite the contradictory practice of imprisoning
110,000 people of Japanese descent in concentra
tion camps and failing to challenge Jim Crow direct
ly, FDR's vision remains a powerful force that needs
to be put into consistent practice.

According to Sunstein. FDR based his views on a belief in
potential benevolence of the government. FDR and his advo
cates believed that the right wing's claim thata "laissez-faire" or
free market system is best was simply a cover for the demand

that government should protect the interests of corporations and
the rich.

The "laissez-faire" concept was a myth, they argued.
Everyday, capitalists depend on the government to protect their
property rights, to subsidize their business ventures, to provide
public land, raw resources and necessary labor for their activities,
and to safeguard their interests from competition domestically

FDR called for

universalizing
the benefits of

US wealth and

productive
capacity.

and intemationally. Capitalists don't think twice about this enor
mous role the government plays daily. FDR correctly understood
that the corporate influence on the political process through cam
paign contributions contradicted claims about free competition.

FDR thought, Sunstein argues, that in a democratic society,
government had a far better role to play. The state is also respon
sible for protecting the interests of working people. It should pro
vide services - social insurance, health care, education, jobs,
housing and so on - and protect the rights of workers who unfair
ly face the profit motives of huge corporations and powerful cap
italist interests. The main vehicle for worker rights, in this view,
was assuring the right to organize unions and also serving as a
neutral arbiter in labor disputes. Hence, the Wagner Act and
National Labor Relations Board were bom.

These developments, of course, drove big capitalists crazy.
As a result of a shift in the balance of class power and the move

ment of resources from capital investment to socially beneficial
spending, the programs and institutions that FDR did establish or
were created in the wake of his leadership - Social Security, social
welfare, public housing, unemployment insurance, jobs programs,
and since his time, the Gl Bill and other higher education pro

grams, Medicare and Medicaid - have been under attack by
monopoly capital ever since.

Since monopoly capital composes only a tiny fraction of the
population and can't on its own vote these programs out of exis
tence, it developed a strategy of funding and maintaining a far-right

constituency - using xenophobia, racism, sexism,
fundamentalist religious beliefs as a mobilizing tool

-with the main goal of dismantling the New Deal.
Eventually this constituency succeeded in bringing
the far right to power beginning in the 1980s and
culminating in Bush's current administration.

A major drawback to Sunstein's account of
FDR's policies and philosophy is the persistent fail
ure to recognize the role of the working-class and
democratic movements behind what FDR was

able to accomplish. Surely FDR's presidency isn't
the tale of a lone figure in history implementing
democratic change. This version makes a nfce

cowboy movie, but bad history. The labor movement, social move
ments, community organizations and the large and influential
Communist Party were the main engines of the social policies and
progress accomplished in that crucial period-

Alone, FDR was an elite, snobby, upper-class patrician with lit
tle sympathy or Interest in the needs and desires of working peo
ple, But with the powerful social agitation and labor organizing that
called for "jobs or wages," for unemployment insurance and
health care, housing, the right to organize unions and more dur
ing the depths of the crisis of capitalism in the 1930s, FDR's
administration took on a whole new character. He was given, not
born with, the mantle of a people's president.■
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Iraq and the International Oil System; Why America Went to
War in the Gulf.

Steven Pelletiere, Washington, D.C.: Malsonneuve Press, 2004.

Reviewed by Thomas Rtggins

IRAQ AND THE
IMrERNATIONAL
qiLS^TEM

AjTcOcl Mmt 10 Wii

Stephen Pelletiere, a former professor
at the US Army War College, was,

during the Iran-Iraq War, the CIA's
senior Iraq specialist. In this book he

has written a history of the development of the
oil industry since the nineteenth century with

special emphasis on its intemational develop
ment most notably with regard to Iraq.

His major thesis is

that America's occupation of Iraq is a bid to
recoup what the oil companies lost when they
were forced to disgorge in 1973 las a result of
the OPEC Revolution - trl; that is, control

over the world oil Industry and beyond that
control of the global economy."

Pelletiere, marshals facts and statistics to substanti

ate his thesis. It is refreshing to have this conclusion
proven by a former CIA big shot.

He further maintains that America had to go to war
due to Iraq's "unexpected defeat of Iran" In the 8-year
long war fought between those two major oil producing

countries. From the US point of view the victory of Iraq
would lead it to become a regional super

power, a superette-power, that would
eventually " have contested the west's grip
on the region."

All the talk about spreading "democra
cy" and "wanting to over throw a tyrant,"
"of dangerous weapons of mass destruc
tion" are stories for children. Anyone famil

iar with the Middle East and US policy, as
Pelletiere is, with his years of CIA experi

ence. as well as his PhD from Berkeley and

knowledge of Arabic, knows perfectly well
that Iraq's oil, and that alone, was at the
heart of US ambitions in the region.

The book is divided Into six chapters. The first two
describe the history and development of the intemational
oil industry and the establishment of the great oil cartel (the
Seven Sisters) created by the oil magnates.

in chapter three, Pelletiere discusses the attempts by
the US government to control the cartel and how the car

tel came out on top by effectively enlisting the State and
Treasury Departments to do its bidding.

The fourth chapter concentrates on the conflicts
between successive Iraqi govemments and the oil cartel
— not just the government of Saddam Hussein but his
predecessors as well.

In the fifth chapter we learn about the oil cartel's
biggest defeat. How OPEC (the organization set up by the

The major

American

media got their
Information

basically

from the CIA.

major oil producing and exporting countries) took over the
production and pricing of their own oil from the power of
the cartel (the so-called "OPEC Revolution" of 1973).

The last chapter (the sixth) is all about the first Gulf
War. The book was basically written to explain how this
war came about. One of the most Interesting sections is

Pelletiere's discussion of the role of the mass media in

drumming up support for this war - exactly as they did for
the invasion of Iraq.

The major American media got their information basi
cally from the CIA which slanted everything to favor the

aims of the U.S. government and its interpretation of
events. The media then uncritically put this propaganda
out to the American people as "the news." This explains
why the American people don't know anything about what
is really going on in the Middle East - or the rest of the
world for that matter.

The lesson here is, once the U.S. government decides
on an "enemy" you cannot rely on the mass media to
present truthful and reliable information. All the more rea
son to rely upon the alternate press.

In the postscript, written for the second edition of his
book, Pelletiere attempts to demonstrate, convincingly I

think, that the invasion of Iraq, like the Gulf
War, was brought about by "America's
determination to control Persian Gulf oil

and to hang on to its arms-trading relation
ship" with Middle Eastern countries.

The basic argument here is that after
the "collapse of communism" the milltary-
industria! complex feared that US spend
ing on arms might go down and that some

of the money it was used to getting might
actually be Invested in programs benefiting
the American people.

The neo-conservatives are part of this
complex but they are not "the real movers

and shakers" of US policy-that honor goes to "all of the
major defense contractors, who, with their hefty dona
tions. subsidize the conservative think tanks, and con

tribute to candidates to the Congress and for the
Presidency": these are the real powers behind the US
war policies: they get the billions spent on the miiitary.

The American people will never hear this from our
mass media because the Bush-Blair team's use of the

media, Pelletiere shows, is an example "of a technique
previously pioneered (or at least made famous by) the
National Socialists in Germany: this was the so-called Big
Lie." We all know this fascist technique. If you just keep
repeating the lie people will eventually believe It. Everyone
tired of being lied to should read this book.B
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SUPERMAX

Human Interlude
for Terry Garvin

She was standing against

the wall near

the Tevere Hotel holding
a plastic cup

as it began to rain.

I dug for a coin, walked
up to her

and dropped it in.
It feli to the bottom

of an orange drink,

I blushed, looked into her

ravaged eyes and skin
and hair prematurely

greying, and said

I was sorry, I'd thought

TTie guards hate their mothere;

They who got no love in childhood.
Only anger breeds
Like Norway rats

Inside a city of stone and steel.

The prisoner asks simply
Not to be beaten or maced.

In the isolation cell

Not a spider to kiss

Or a neighbor's hand to touch.

A naked light bulb sponges up
Healing dreams.
Six officers -

An Infestation of dark green toads •

Pile on the naked man;

Excrete all over him.

Their penises still hard

When they go off shift -

Retum home to beat their wives

And kick the boys for being "pussies."
William Wltherup

Pemmican, 2004, www.pemmlcanpress.com

she needed some bread.

"I do," she said

and smiled, "I was

Just having a little

drink."

And we stood there

laughing together

as we watched the raindrops fall
on the orange lake

above the drowning money.

Cannery

sat on the dock

all night, listening
to the water whisper
a sea shantey

Jack Hircshman tomorrow

the boats will be back

full of salmon

and workers on the line

standing next to loud machines
will sing during twelve-hour shifts

Jonathan Hayes is the author of Echoes from the

Sarcophagus (3300 Press, 1997) and St. Paul Hotel
(Ex Nihilo Press, 2000). He edits the literary/art magazine

Over the Transom. "Cannery was published by

Pemmican, 2004, www.pemmicanpress.com.
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Bridging the

Culture

Interview with

Lisa Duggan

Editor's Note: Lisa Duggan is an

activist, journalist and cultural historian.

She teaches at New York University

and is the author of Twilight of Equality.
She was interviewd by Elena Mora.

PA: What is the connection

between cultural issues (gay

rights, abortion, etc.) and eco

nomic issues and why is it
important?

LD: After the election there was a lot of

pressure to separate cultural issues from
economic ones and to say that cultural

issues led in a conservative direction.

Progressives are all arguing even more

strongly than ever, like Thomas Frank
(author of What's the Matter with Kansas?)

did, that economic issues are really what
people need to emphasize. That's not
wrong - that economic issues need to be
emphasized - it's just that they are not sep
arable. The economy is a culturally consti
tuted thing, how people live their econom

ic interests - that's a cultural question.
There's no sense in which you can ever talk

about how people relate to the notion of

their economic interests without taking into
account the vocabulary, concepts, institu
tions and the whole cultural context.

My book, the Twilight of Equality, has a
couple of case studies, apart from gay mar
riage, which we can get back to. Not too

long ago there was a big scandal at SUNY

New Paltz about a women's studies con

ference there,.called "Revolting Women."
It had several panels on lesbian sexuality,
safe sex, etc. The "right wing" came in and
attended the panel, including one of the

trustees of SUNY, and they generated a
high profile expose about how your taxes
are being used to talk about these com
pletely non-academic things. It got national
visibility. The defense of the conference

was staged primarily on the grounds of aca-
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demic freedom — the "everybody has a
right to free speech on campus" response.
People tried to defend the women's studies
program for having a conference partly
organized by students who had a right to
raise any issues they wanted to.

But nobody saw that the trustee

belongs to a group called Change New
York. It's actually a group of CEOs of major
corporations in the state of New York.
They didn't care about the lesbian panels

at the conference, but they'd been trying

to downsize the state education system.

They had been working to lower taxes on
corporations and to shrink the size of
CUNY and SUNY, to centralize their
administrations, de-democratize them, limit

access and do away with some programs.
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So, they sent in one of the trustees to do

this expose. Attacking public higher edu
cation in New York is not easy to do, peo

ple will defend it. So how do you create a
public opinion that's willing to go along with
downsizing public education?

see it as in their interest, so they got
blindsided.

The right understands that the way to

succeed politically is by generating a cul-
iural conflict that feeds into its economic

interests. The classic strategy that the

▲ Culture wars in higher education are directly related to right-wing attempts to cut funding for public
universities.

They created this scandal and used it
against the president of the SUNY New
Paltz campus because he held out against
corporatization. He was just a garden-vari

ety liberal, but he was holding out for the
liberal ideal of higher education. They had
wanted to get rid of him for a long time, but

they couldn't until this scandal.
The problem is that this controversy

was received as if it were merely cultural,

and had nothing to do with economics or

corporate interests. Almost no one, except
Alisa Solomon, who was writing in the
Village Voice at that time, put it together
and said that the culture wars, in many
cases, are attacks on institutions that cre

ate public democratic culture, that re-dis
tribute resources downward and that make

it possible to expand the political public
sphere. This was about money, corporate
interests and democracy. It was an

instance where seeing things as only cul
tural meant missing the point, which
means they get away with it.

And the left just let this go by. People
who try to defend public education did not

conservatives had for shrinking the New
Deal was their creation of anti-tax senti

ment. Proposition 13, the anti-tax referen
dum in California, started out as an effort

to lower the taxes on renters and raising

on property owners and businesses, leav
ing out renters for Instance. They then
used coded racist rhetoric to create anti-

tax sentiment among people who were
actually going to be hurt economically by
the provisions of the final anti-tax bill. The

rhetoric led them to believe that they were
losing money or that their money was
being re-distributed down, when in fact

most of them were recipients of that redis
tribution. The only reason it worked was

because of the racial politics: cultural poli
tics drove tax reform. Now anti-tax senti

ment is one of the central mechanisms by
which all kinds of heinous goals are
achieved.

Almost any issue where the right has
gotten a iot of mileage has depended for
its success on the separation of culture

and economics on the part of the left.

PA: How do you make this point

when talking about aboHion?

LD: The shift from a broad, progressive
reproductive freedom politics to abortion
rights politics was a disaster. When you talk
about abortion rights that aren't separated
from support for childbearing, the right to
choose in the broadest sense, to afford to

have children, support for child care and
households, and freedom from sterilization

abuse, then it's more appealing and harder
to attack. It talks to more people. When
you just have abortion rights pulled out of
that, a lot of folks see it as like eugenics.

Most of the people who are
voting for the banning of gay
marriage support gay rights in
every other way.

the taxes on business and some property
owners. Anti-tax sentiment didn't start out

as necessarily having a conservative bent,

but it was reshaped In California by savvy
organizers who used race in a coded way.
They said, "Where are your tax dollars
going? Are they going to public housing
projects and no-good welfare recipients?"
They shifted the grdund of the anti-tax
movement toward calling for lower taxes

It sets abortion up as an issue that can
be appropriated into a right-wing vision,
and separated from all the other issues
related to reproductive freedom. It's an

economic issue too when it's understood

as how people deal with their reproductive
choices and make decisions about con

structing a household caring for children.
It's all about the way that households and

peoples' Intimate lives are bound up with
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the economic foundations of their lives.

Abortion is part of that. Abortion is one
of the things that people need to have
access to in order to be able to make deci

sions. But when it's separated out as if it
was merely a cultural issue and a single,

isolatable issue, it can be appropriated by
the right. The Reproductive Rights
National Network really made the pro

gressive case, but there's nobody around
now who does. NARAL and other organi

zations will support a Republican if s/he's
pro-abortion. They've completely separat

ed it from its context. So it has become a

religious issue - is it a life or not? That
becomes the discussion, rather than how

we can collectively support people's choic

es to have or not have children in a way

that is supportive of them.
If it's just about abortion, we won't get

far. But how about preventing unwanted
pregnancies? We can all agree on that. We
need to talk about the range of reproduc
tive freedom issues. That means providing
economic support for having a child as well
as the social support for not having a child.
That's a conversation that can go some

where.

PA: So what does the right get
from turning complex issues

into single cultural issues? Is it

Just keeping people in a tizzy?

Thomas Frank says they don't

care about winning, they just

want to make people confused.

But it seems to me they have

won on abortion rights: abortion

isn't available in 80 percent of

US counties.

LD: ! have a problem with the idea that
people are simply being duped or that they
have "false consciousness." This is the

wrong approach, because so-called cultur
al issues are real. People have conflicting
interests, and the right appeals to just one,

at the expense of all the others.
It is self-defeating for the progressive

movement to do that. It creates a situation

where these "identity" constituencies can

be co-opted by neoliberalism. For example,
this has happened to a large section of the
gay movement. People will vote for a
Republican on the single issue of their
stance on gay marriage. Disaggregation is
not in our interest. We are the majority: the

more we can connect, the stronger we are.

if you envision the abortion issue as

just a Supreme Court decision, then the
right hasn't won it—yet. If you envision it
as people's access to medical care, then
the right has made substantial progress.

Abortion politics on the right are actually
part of a strategy to bring together con
stituencies who don't have a lot of over

lapping interests, for example, churches
whose congregations aren't rich people.
So they may be anti-abortion on religious

grounds, but actually in the larger repro
ductive politics question they have more in
common with us. Abortion is the only issue

that they would disagree with us on. So.
the right takes that issue and pushes it to
the fore and brings these churches into
their alliance. Like with taxes - they
brought together people whose economic
interests were not in common by produc
ing a rhetoric that created an alliance.

It's alliance politics, but they have to be
able to separate the issues in order to
make that happen. The left collaborates in
that by allowing the issue to be separated
in our own framework. Single-issue equal
rights politics have largely replaced a broad
progressive framewori<. This allows single
issues to be re-appropriated into another
more conservative framework.

If the contest were between the right's
context and our context, we win. But they
take the single issues out, and then they
build an alliance around this thing and this
thing and this thing, and they win with peo
ple who really agree more with us on most
things.

PA: You're saying there are big
majorities on a range of
women's rights issues, equal

rights, equal pay, etc.?

LD: And gay rights, which is a harder

issue. There are solid majorities on every
issue. Civil unions: 60 percent. Non-dis
crimination in terms of economics; 75 per
cent. Housing non-discrimination: 85 per

cent. Huge majorities on almost every gay
rights issue. But you can focus on mar

riage and actually produce the illusion of an
anti-gay populace, and put into place poli
cies that are functionally dangerous not

just to gay people.
That's the other invisible thing. A lot of

anti-marriage amendments are doing away

with domestic partnerships, which are not
just for gay people. For example, I went to
sign up for domestic partnership in New
York after 9/11. because I was worried

about hospital rights, etc. We got into a
long line and were the only gay couple
there. It was ail straight people who didn't

want to get married, but wanted next-of-kin
protection, etc. Domestic partnership is an

altemative to the one size fits all, sanctified

marriage arrangement.

Given that most people don't live all

their lives in those kinds of households

anyway, having multiple recognitions

serves everybody. So you have reciprocal
beneficiary in Hawaii and Vermont, which
allows people who are not romantic cou

ples, for example, sisters, to qualify for
some of the benefits of marriage or

domestic partnership without asserting a
sexual relationship. A lot of elderly people
live that way, elderly women especially,
because they live so much longer. If they
could have certain benefits of marriage, it
would be very helpful to them. So, multi
plying these benefits and rights is good for
everybody. That all of these other alterna

tives are being wiped out at the same time

as gay marriage is not visible publicly.
Even in states where gay marriage has

succeeded like Massachusetts, they're
doing away with domestic partnership,

because there's gay marriage. A lot of the
corporations and universities say we don't

need this anymore. If domestic partnership
is gone, you get a one-size-fits-all institu
tion with ail of the ideological baggage and

the economic assumptions. So, the whole

debate has narrowed when actually the

trend had been to diversify. The exclusion

of gay people made this pressure to come
up with new statuses: civil unions, domes

tic partnerships and reciprocal beneficiar

ies. All of these new things had the func
tion of de-sanctifying marriage, making all

of these other things possible. Now it's
shrinking, and it's not only or even primari
ly affecting gay people. And it's not even
anti-gay sentiment that's driving it - but it

looks that way.

PA: How can we talk about the

gay marriage issue as being

economic?

LD; Marriage is in decline statistically,
because most people live in much more
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COVER STORY

▲ Cuts to public services make families more repsonslble for many social services they are less and
less able to afford.

complicated ways. Households don't usu
ally line up with the Ideal of lifetime mar
riage- Private households are being more
burdened with responsibilities, because
the social safety net is being cut back.
With the attack on Social Security, it will
mean even more. Child care, care for the
elderly, care for the disabled, care for the
sick are more the responsibility of private
households. At the same time that private
households are being stripped of
resources, people have fewer benefits and
lower wages. This institution is being piled
up with responsibilities and stripped of
resources and is being idealized. What a

fantastic template for a right-wing agenda.
They say, "Look at this important institu
tion where people take care of each
other." And as the household is being

stripped of resources, people who are In
this situation are more terrified for their

future than ever. Their jobs are less
secure; they have fewer benefits. They
don't know what they're going to do when

they retire. They don't know how they're
going to take care of their aging parents.
They're panicking, and the institution that
is supposed to provide all of this is exclu
sively more and more the private house
hold. So they panic and say, "If we're not

going to have health care and we're not

going to have Social Security, we'd better

have a stable marriage, because without

that, we're at sea."

So then somebody comes out and
says, "Gay marriage will undermine the
stability of marriage." And people react by
saying, "Oh no, we need marriage,
because we need a stable household. It's

starting to be all we got." So there's panic.
But people also know that marriage is not
stable and that marital households are not

stable. People are responding to the part

of the message about stabilizing and pre
serving marriage, at a moment when they

are more and more dependent on it.
People who aren't married are becom

ing more and more at risk economically.
Marriage promotion programs in welfare

reform are mainly aimed at women (who

are the ones opting out of marriage), pro
moting the idea that you should get mar
ried because that's how your economic
support should happen. Meanwhile, the
right is doing away with other sources of

social support. In an indirect way, corralling
women back into marriage as a source of

economic support serves the interests of

privatizers who want households to take
on all these responsibilities, so that corpo
rations and the state can shed them.

The strategy all around is to create
insecurity, and then play on it. The gay mar
riage issue isn't about what it seems to be
about, I don't think.

PA: So It isn't driven by anti-gay
feelings?

LD: Most of the people who are voting for
the banning of gay marriage support gay
rights in every other way. Someone will go
In and vote in favor of an amendment to

ban gay marriage, but they'll be in favor of
civil union - which is the same thing.
They're opposed to economic discrimina
tion and housing discrimination. The num

bers of support for basic gay rights, are big
majorities everywhere, but not when you
make it about gay marriage.

The gay movement is as colossally
misguided on that as the reproductive
rights movement was to isolate abortion.

Instead of making it about democracy and
diversity, many are making it about one
institution and using rhetoric that plays
right into the right wing rhetoric of respon-
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sibility. That's what they used in welfare
reform; it was called the "personal respon

sibility" act. So the rhetoric that the gay

movement is using actually plays into the
strategies that are used to corral poor
women into marriage.

PA: The privatization issue is

key.

LD: Every single person is affected by the
fact that they are losing social services of

one kind of another and they have fewer
resources. Most people, except the very
rich, have to meet all these needs with no

help. Everybody is panicking about that,
and people are thinking this is my private
problem.

The issue is to get people to see that

making private households carry this bur
den is impossible, insane, redistributive In
the wrong direction - all of those things. I

don't think it's that hard to explain. There
just need to be the situations where this
can be addressed. It's not complicated.

We have to say this is how marriage poli
tics has to do with social security-they're

all related. The right cannot succeed if peo
ple make these connections.

a choice of forms of household or partner

ship where sexuality and romance are not
the issue,

PA: What's your take on the red
state-blue state paradigm used

to describe the country?

LD: I think it's profoundly distorting,
because what we have are all kinds of

shades of purple. For example, the differ
ence between whether a state is red or

blue can be a very small percentage.
What's scary is that if you look at the map.
it's the more or less the Civil War map. It
tells you right away that racial politics
played a crucial role in producing the elec

toral outcome. It also has to do with pat
terns of corporate development and low-
wage industries.

In every state the vote is much more
complicated. What people voted for and
why is complex and becomes distorted by
that red-blue. It also feeds into a mistaken

condescension to the red states, creating
the strangest alliances. For example, we're
at this moment where it appears that leftists

can be aligned with cool corporate progres
sives, but not with working people? Then it
makes it look like working people are

People want to be whole,
functional, cultural, spiritual,
intellectual beings who
determine the course of
their lives.

PA: How should we describe

what we are for?

LD: What I would hope we would be for is
the multiplication of the types of household
and partnership recognitions that provide

things that people need: next of kin recog
nition, joint tax filing ability and to allow a

range of civil recognitions that provide ben
efits that you can choose. Marriage should

be a religious institution that the state has

nothing to do with. So people can get mar
ried if they want to. What people should be
able to do in terms of the state is to have

aligned with the interests of free market
capital, which is crazy. And those alliances
are then considered cultural reality.

I'm from a red state, so I feel like,

"Come on, you have no idea what you're
talking about." New York is incredibly
diverse, so you have to look at what the

interests are that might drive one red coun

ty might be so totally different than anoth

er. In every case, the way economics and

culture intersect produces transient
alliances that get these results.

Conservatives have just been really smart
about seeing culture and economics as

bound together, and also in building
alliances around single issues. The left has

been really dumb on this. Listening to the
debate now makes my ears bleed! Some
people are saying we need to move to the
right on the cultural issues, and others say

we need to just ditch the cultural issues,
and just talk about economics. That's the
wrong way to go.

PA: What's your experience

with working-class audiences

on these issues?

LD: The most positive thing is the project
of trying to bring "cultural" issues in, not
just for the purposeof bringing them in, but
because it's crucial to the effectiveness of

the labor movement. When the labor

movement has a very narrow focus, just

wages and benefits, for example, they just
become part of the management structure.
Of course it's better that they're there than
not there, but when unions look in a larger
way at the way people live and what their

needs are, they're able to actually be an
oppositional force.

People's interest in their unions grows
when this is the case. If you talk about sex,
in the union hall, about safe sex education,

about AIDS, whatever, lots of people will
come out. If you tum the union hall into a

place where people can come to talk about
the conditions of their lives and what can be

done to improve them, you get a more ener

gized union. This means dealing with work
ers as working people with whole lives,
rather than just employees of a certain cor
poration. Even if everyone doesn't agree,

you do get energy and interest, and you

also get opportunities to talk about things
in a way that makes these connections.

Labor can be an oppositional force, a
progressive force. After World War II,
unions, because of anti-communism, were

pushed strongly towards the business
union model. They rejected earlier models
of the more whole life approach where
union halls were cultural centers. People

want to be whole, functional, cultural, spir
itual, intellectual beings who determine the

course of their lives. So bringing all these
so-called cultural issues is part of that. !
think the union movement is the only insti

tution we have, that reaches everyday life.
The unions can't be separate from the cul
tural issues. ■
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The Fine Art and Science
of Progressive Persuasion
By Owen Williamson

Once, long ago, the ruling classes feared
"communist propaganda" at home as much
as revolution abroad, and their fairy tales
credited leftists and their ideas with near-

supernatural persuasive powers. That day is long gone.
Why? The quality and creativity of leftist writing is as
good as it has ever been, the internet provides more
people access to Left materials than ever before, yet a
national Marxist weekly (or a monthly labor or senior-
citizens' newsletter) that speaks for or represents the
collective interests of millions has far less public influ
ence than a "major" daily newspaper or network that
speaks only for its owners and executives (a group far
tinier than the most microscopic leftist political forma
tion!) who have the power of the system and the
money of major advertisers behind them.

It is in no way defeatist to suggest that in recent
decades left persuasion has fallen upon lean times. With

the tremendous upsurge of popular participation sur
rounding the 2004 elections that situation may be turn

ing around, but what is the best way to stay on the offen
sive? The challenge is to create a leftist outreach that

once again makes the ruling class bite their nails, and,
much more importantly, that gives working people cause
to cheer and to be eager to join the struggle for a bet
ter world.

Theoreticians from Marx and Engels on down have
emphasized that material reality, not fancy talk, per
suades masses of people to join the struggle. When
war, racism, discrimination, deception and greed are the

dominant values, life itself creates discontent, in spite of

the best efforts of those in power to "hold the lid on"
by covert or overt repression on the one hand, or by
bribery with easier debt and ever flashier and trashier

"stuff " on the other. Yet, theorists have always sug
gested that even In the worst of cases, discontent can
not progress beyond basic economic demands (better
salaries, benefits and job security) without an explicitly
socialist analysis. Providing such an analysis is our job.
How well leftists share this analysis, and much more
importantly, how effectively we convince others of its
correctness and central relevance to their lives,

becomes ever more critical. How successful we are at

persuading our fellow working people that "another
world is possible" may well be decisive in whether
America slides further toward more war, authoritarian

ism and inequality, or begins a significant upturn.

Spreading the message

Virtually every progressive worth the name works to

" spread the word"' every day, usually in action more than
in words. But is it good enough to spontaneously "do
the best we can" at the retail level when people's lives
are at stake wholesale? How do we best reach out sys
tematically beyond our immediate community and work
place? How can progressives reach beyond the micro
scopic number of "ready-made leftists" in this country
to effectively advocate for democracy? What is the best

way to motivate other working people to grab those
ideas as their own and run with them? "Talk is cheap."
and the best form of persuasion is always action. But in
this process, progressives have always used press,
pamphlets, media and internet along with personal or
collective action in the task of recruitment, agitation and
persuasion. How can this process be optimized to gain
the initiative with friends and foes alike?

The task before us is urgent; yet today the English
language no longer even includes a really good word to

describe what must be done. "Propaganda." which
once meant simply "advertising" or "publicity" (and in
Spanish stiil does), has been so thoroughly demonized
by generations of anti-communist propagandists that in
English it has become synonymous with "lie," "brain

washing," or even worse. "Advertising," "public rela
tions" or "publicity" all carry a strong whiff of corporate
flimflam, while old-time words like "agitprop" have sim
ply evaporated from the language. It is ironic that in an
environment more saturated with corporate persuasion
than ever before in history a really contemporary term
to describe the process of promoting leftist ideas, gain
ing popular support, agitating and recruiting activists

has not yet been invented. Yet. this is our task - not
only to simply present masses of working people with
the idea of socialism, but to reach them in a way that is

attractive, persuasive, and audible above the 150-deci-
bel din of corporate static that fills our social environ
ment wall-to-wall, 24/7.

Corporate power has already created a "science" of
public persuasion, with focus-groups, surveys, pilot-
studies, eyeball-cams and brain-scans to pick up peo
ple's innermost reactions to new products, advertising,
political candidates or fake "hot-button" issues tike flag-
burning or "partial birth abortion." With their virtually
unlimited financial resources, unquestioned control of
the commercial media and the best creative and scien-
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tific minds money can buy, their persuasive domina

tion lacks only one thing to be total: truth. And the

truth, the material reality that no amount of hype can
hide, gives us the confidence to challenge the c6r-

porate information monopoly.
However, this does not mean that we can ever

afford to putter around with amateurish or static

0

"5

▲ Since most people don't have access to the Madison Avenue propaganda machines, they
put ideas and arguments on the streets.

methods of information and persuasion. Working
people win by plugging knowledge, skills, tech
niques, discipline and collective work style learned
from the workplace into the task of freeing humani
ty from monopoly domination -"using any tool that
comes to hand" - a principle which applies as much
to communication and persuasion as to any other
area of the struggle. The left may not have eye-
movement sensors or brain-wave monitors, but can

still use long-tested, proven methods of persuasion
and recruitment, not with the aim of "snookering"

people into buying poisonous medications, gas-guz
zling dinosaurs or mendacious candidates, much

less "brainwashing" them into becoming Marxists,

but rather offering a healthy antidote to the social

tpxins of fear, deception and inertia.
Experts suggest that there are three majorways

to verbally persuade and motivate others:

1. facts and reason,

2. emotion, and

3. reputation or character.

Any effective persuasion involves all three, in a
broad array of specific forms and techniques devel
oped and proven over history. These are the tools
we find at hand, along with existing 21st century
media and technology. We cannot afford to ignore
or rule any resource off limits in a struggle that is lit
erally life-and-death.

Just the facts?

Facts, figures and reasoning are essential for
persuasion, to show the true extent of corporate
domination and corruption, the titanic amounts of
resources being funneled into the coffers of the
great rich in our country Cstolen out of the pockets
of the working people who produce all wealth), and

the monumental waste of money and lives caused

by American wars of conquest and occupation.
Sometimes numbers speak more clearly than
words, and it is hard for even the most hostile crit

ic to argue with cold, hard facts. Most importantly,
the facts are on our side.

Emotion

Yet, the facts are usually not enough. Lenin did
not build the Bolshevik movement by coolly and dis
passionately placing the facts before the Russian
people and waiting for their intellectual assent. His
cry to action was both a faithful echo and an impas
sioned amplification of the outcry of the people
against the existing system. The cry of the mother
who lost her child in Iraq, the shouts of those repu
diating racism, the sighs of the jobless worker and
her children, the firm footsteps of the striker on the
picket line; all these must ring louder than words in
the vocabulary of today's leftist.

But even as we cry out against injustice, we
must also harness the power of positive emotion.
America in 2005 is in many ways a land of general
ized unhappiness, dread, pessimism and fear for the
future. We need to do more than simply denounce
the pain of capitalism - we must draw a clear con
trast between the bleakness of the present system
on the one hand, and the joy of unity in struggle on
the other. We must once again speak out loud about
the radiant future that is ours (or our children's, or
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our children's children's) to win if we only try. To be

truly persuasive the left must speak as often from
joy as from anger, from hope as often as from pain,
from strength as often as from protest. We must
dispel once and for all the inhuman, cartoonish
image of leftists as furious rebels surviving on bad

coffee and worse cigarettes, making love as fierce

ly as politics; laughing only at an exploiter gone
bankrupt and smiling only at a strike won, but post
poning all true happiness until the final triumph of
"The Revolution," In everything we do, we need to

"keep our eyes on the prize," which is ultimately
human happiness right here on earth, both now and
in the future.

Because of the incredible pressures of predatory
capitalism and its ongoing destruction of social and
family support structures, 21st century America is a
solitary, unhappy place for far too many working peo
ple. fertile ground for the growth of an evangelical
right which offers warm fellowship, a "home." and an
other worldly hope while it preys on lonely people's
solitude, guilt, fear and pain. What persuasive appeal
do we offer these victims of emotional starvation?

When war, racism,

discrimination,

deception and greed

are the dominant

values, life itself

creates discontent.

Optimism and confidence, solidarity and warm
comradeship are the rightful heritage of the left, and
need to be proudly featured every day in our atti
tudes. actions, public communications and organiz
ing just as much as anger or outrage. Author
Stephen Hart, in his 2001 book Cultural Dilemmas
of Progressive Politics, reminds us that rage and
protest, while vital, are not enough by themselves.
"Occupying the discursive high ground, calling upon
all the life-affirming resources in American culture.

Is essential to having any chance of success." It is
a serious error to abandon the legions of lost and

lonely working men and women to the religious right
orto "anonymouslivesofquietdesperation," rather
than actively inviting them "home" to the high

ground of sisterhood and brotherhood in struggle.
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' The challenge is to create a leftist outreach that makes the
ruling class nervous and. gives working people cause to join
the struggle for a better world.

' How can the left succeed in its task of reaching millions of
people with its message of peace and socialism above the
din of corporate static that dominates the media?

' The left can use proven methods of persuasion and recruit
ment, not with the aim of "snookering" people into becom
ing Marxists, but rather offering a healthy antidote to the
social toxins of fear, deception and inertia.

Persuasive arguments are founded on facts and evidence,
emotional appeals and the good reputation and principled
character of those who make them.

Our purpose Is never simply to make radical gestures or
feel better by throwing a collective finger at the enemy and
showing that we are more radical than the radicals.

Our purpose is to transform the material world by fulfilling
the dreams of the great majority of Americans for peace,
safety, prosperity, justice, democracy and equality.

▲The volume and saturation of the big corporate media makes independent, left voices diffi
cult to hear,

the "family" of comradeship, the supremely life-
affirming promise of the better future that can be
ours right here in this world if we all unite in action.

Character
It was the material relationship of forces, not

Lenin's words, which led to the Bolsheviks' victory,
but part of what created that favorable balance was
the overwhelmingly motivating character and repu
tation of the Soviet founder and his movement, and
the character of the Russian working classes them
selves. Our persuasive efforts must be a no less
faithful amplification of the voices of the over

worked machine-operator, the victim of racial pro
filing. the Gi on the firing line overseas or the citi
zen who sees democracy going down the tubes day
by day. Our words should not only bear the stamp
of the working class - they should carry the stamp,
the postmark and the return address of the proud
working people of this country, the only ones who
make America great.

However, we must not have any Illusions that a
generalized feeling of discontent or unhappiness
leaves the field ripe for leftist ideas. As only one
example of the system's defenses against such per
suasion, today's ruling class has finely developed
the Immensely persuasive and quintessentially cap
italist rhetoric of "stuff," and holds the threat of
"losing it all" (mortgaged house, leased SUV, extor
tionate credit cards!) over working people's heads if
they dare to step out of line or even slow down,
George W. Bush's version of an "ownership socie
ty" really Is a potent defense against social
progress, though he conveniently neglects to clari
fy who is the owner and who is the owned.

So is "You have nothing to lose but your chains"
an obsolete slogan? Not quite. In 2005, the bumper
sticker slogan "I owe, I owe, so off to work I go" is
no joke; it expresses something profoundly political.
Our task is always to persuade working people
"where.they are at" In a way that addresses immedi
ate concems and very real fears of change and inse
curity, and gives material hope for the future. One
suggestion might be to develop a trumpet-clear left
line on the issue of debt burden (personal as well as
social), credit cards and financial exploitation (or
rather, to wrest this issue from the teeth of debt-con
solidation sharks and away from the guilt-orgies of the
religious right). Debt-relief crooks are already ripping-
off the left's native language of "liberation" when
promising freedom from debt-slavery. Yet. do we
have anything special to offer the millions of working
people who are brutally exploited from three sides, as
workers, as consumers, and as debtors? This issue
begs for a new and clear leftist call to action, prefer
ably some time before the tottering structure of con
sumer debt that has sustained capitalism in recent
decades comes crashing down around our ears.

Against the madness
Politically, there is a technique of "placing one

self in the middle" which was practiced by Lenin
when he charted the only viable course for Russia
between the vicious beast of czarism on the right
and the nihilist crazies on the ultra-left. American left
factions who proudly declare themselves "radical,
more radical, most radical" attract small, extremely
dedicated cadres of cultural and philosophical
"rebels" and adventurers, but thoroughly alienate
mass working-class support, as do public figures
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who imagine they "fight for freedom" by openly insulting widely-held cultural
norms. Today, the murderous greed and corruption of the American ruling class
is so monstrous that It is indeed tempting to proclaim one's "radical" rejection
of their crimes In the strongest possible terms. But, our purpose is never to
make gestures, never just to feel better by throwing an individual or collective
finger at the enemy-it is to transform the material world by fulfilling the dreams
of the great majority of Americans for peace, safety, prosperity, justice, democ
racy and equality - middle-of-the-road values if ever there were any.

By default, we have allowed rightist "culture warriors" to shape people's
view of the left. We need to constantly reaffirm and reemphasize which side we
are on. We, not the right wing, are the ones who stand for front porch swings,
hand-me-downs, pifiatas and paper plates, for old dogs, homemade cracklin'
bread and pickup trucks, for loggers and truckers and folks who come home
from night shift in steel-toed boots and dirty blue jeans. It's the other side, not
us, who do the stretch limos and BMW sedans and million dollar birthday par
ties in the Caymans; they're the ones who throw a fit if their nanny is late or their
lobster thermldor isn't served just right. We're the ones who struggle against

the coarsening of our culture and for women's equality; it's the other side that's
making the millions off of potty jokes, pom, slasher flicks, silicone silhouettes

It was the material relationship of

forces, not Lenin's words, which

led to the Bolsheviks' victory.

and sex as commodity-fetish, not us. We're the ones who are into love, reason
and humanity, kids and flowers, hard work and honest values, white today's real
radicals, the crazies who would destroy the world In a heartbeat if it served their
mad purposes, lurk in Washington, D,C. and Wall Street even more surely than
in caves, spider-holes or far-off mountain fastness.

Delivering the message
Any message, no matter how attractive or persuasive, must first of all reach

its audience before it can persuade in any way. The left's resolutely materialist,
realist orientation scoms any kind of "motivational lies," and thus cannot hide
the reality that at present even the best quality and highest-circulation leftist pub
lications and most visited websites probably have less readership than the most
miserable suburban shopping-supplement (a stem reality check for any left
writer who dreams of saving the world single-handedly!). And, even the most
persuasive words count for nada if they do not take a form, style and character
that attracts that audience's attention. To imagine one can address the working
class in the 21st century as undifferentiated "masses" may be as serious an
error as trying to recmit in English only. Our common material interests bring us
together, but our diversity is our own best character, and must be fully reflect

ed In left persuasive efforts. A variety of new and creative means and resources
for delivering the message are crucial for future success. And this demands the
effort and creativity of everyone on the left.

"They" may have almost all the money, but we (potentially) have almost all
the people. Our mission is to make that potentiality a reality. Today is not too
soon for every activist and anyone on the left to grab a pen, a paintbrush or a
computer printer, load it with red Ink, aim and fire. Let the ruling classes trem
ble at the prospect of a left persuasive revolutioni ■
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Pro-Choice,
Pro-Life: We Are Both
By Elena Mora

Editor's Note: The following article was submitted as a pre-

convention paper in preparation for the CPUSA convention

in June. For more information go to www.cpusa.org.Last fali, I went to Ohio to participate in the battieground
state mobiiization to defeat George Bush. Going door-to-
door, I taiked with more than a few men and women who

said the deciding issue for them was abortion, and that
they supported Bush because he was against it.

And while I don't believe that Bush won the election because

of the abortion issue, clearly it is an important question that influ
enced the thinking of millions, and will have an impact on political
life and the prospects for victory in the period ahead.

In the wake of the elections, some have said we should back-

burner these "culturai issues," while others have called for

greater emphasis on " economic" issues. I would agree with those
who argue that what we must do is to frame the debates more
broadiy. This is especially true with the difficult and contentious

issue of abortion.

Before going further, we should be clear: we do not cede an

inch on the principle that women must have this basic right. The
attempt to turn back the clock on abortion rights is a matter of life
and death, and demands greater commitment and attention by all

sections of the progressive movement.
What we must do is argue for including abortion rights in a broad

er continuum, in which all women have access to the resources nec

essary for healthy living; where there are living-wage, union jobs and

job training so that women can support themselves Cand their chil
dren if they have them); where women can be free from fear, safe
from violence and legally protected from discrimination.

Reducing reproductive rights-"choice"-to abortion rights alone
leaves out the other "choices" that are aiso increasingly unavailable

to millions of women, choices having to do with the ability to safely
bear, care for, and educate children. And in so doing, we buy Into

the right's strategy of separating off the issue of abortion rights.
Women's reproductive freedom is constrained from many

directions. Here are some of the facts:

• Although Hoe v. Waderemains thetawof theland, it is threat
ened by imminent rightward changes in the Supreme Court;
• Despite Roe v. Wade, abortion services are unavaiiabie in
87 percent of counties overall and 97 percent of non-met
ropolitan counties in the United States;

• Since 1977, federal health dollars are prohibited from being
used for abortion services:

• Most medical schools do not include abortion training in their

core curriculum, and only five percent of abortions, happen
in hospitals where most medical students and residents
receive their training;
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• Many state and local laws limit access to abortion, via age

and notification restrictions and waiting periods, and by
allowing doctors and (federally funded!) hospitals to "opt
out" for religious reasons.

Equally relevant facts include the following;
• The Bush budget cuts more than 150 programs, a large per
centage of which serve children and their families, including

Head Start and other pre-k programs, health care and after-
school programs;

• In New York City the waiting list for day care vouchers
exceeds eight years; the average cost of private day care for
a four-year-old in New York State is $9,000 a year;

• At around 18 percent, infant mortality Washington, DC is
more than twice the national average and ranks with other
countries at about 85th in the world;

• Women are the majority of minimum wage workers; women

still make 75 cents to the dollar earned by men.
• Single women (19 percent) and female-headed households
(26 percent) make up the great majority of our nation's poor.

We must add that for every example cited above, the problems
are hugely magnified for African American and other racially and
nationally oppressed women. Racist attitudes, practices and struc
tures impinge on women's reproductive rights in a myriad ways and
must be part of all struggles for equality of rights and resources.
. Despite - or because of- ail of this, we can and must engage

In the debate on reproductive rights with confidence that we can
win. Why? Because November 2 notwithstanding, we've come

a long way, baby. Big majorities in our country are firmly in the

camp of women's equality. Big majorities, including among
Republicans, list equal pay and equal rights tor women, women's

The truth about the right-wing

agenda Is that children are being
robbed from birth through

young adulthood.
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. March for Women's Lives, April 25, 2004, in Washington, D.C.

health services, and the struggle against discrimi
nation, sexual harassment and domestic violence

as major concems.

Thus the reframing of the abortion rights issue in
a broader way makes possible bringing together the
sizable majority necessary to defeat the right-wing

agenda. It also allows us to focus on the gross con

tradictions in the right's claim to be "pro-life." In
George Bush and Karl Rove's world, children and
families are idealized and "promoted" - with words,
of course, not deeds. The reality of life for children
and their families is far from ideal. In fact, the truth

about the right-wing agenda is that children are being
robbed, from birth through young adulthood- You

have a right to be born - but no right to a doctor's
care. You have a right to be bom - but no right to day
care or early childhood education. You have a right to

be bom - but no right to quality education, after
school programs, job training.

All of this occurs in the context of the erasing of
the lines separating church and state, the.dismantling

of the public sector, a general attack on democratic
rights and the immoral right-wing agenda of war, pri
vatization, corporate greed and power, and racism.

The same right wing that argues fervently for the
right to be bom has sent more than 1,500 young
American men and women to their deaths in the war

against Iraq, along with the tens of thousands of dead
and maimed Iraqi children and youth.

In the debate on abortion, both "sides" have!

employed a single word to make their point: "life"
and "choice." We have to stretch our understanding

of these concepts and bind them together into a posi
tion that can win the broad support necessary to chal
lenge the ultra right, and that can win hearts and
minds as well as elections.■
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Imperial INTRIGUES
By Gerald HomeWith every passing day it

becomes increasingly
apparent that the crisis of

US imperialism is deepen
ing. There were those who assumed

blithely that the re-election of George W.

Bush would give US imperialism a longer
lease on life but it seems the opposite is
occurring. Indeed, Washington seems to
be falling victim to the malady that ulti
mately undermined its immediate prede
cessor, the once heralded British Empire:

"imperial overstretch," to use the term
coined by Yale historian, Paul Kennedy,
i.e. the resources of US imperialism are
stretched to the limit in a vain attempt to
keep the lid on the planet's majority which
is yearning for deep-seated change.

Writing in London's Guardian on
January 27, 2005, former Clinton aide
Sidney Blumenthal cited the sobering
words of Lt. General James Helmly. chief of

the US Army Reserve, who lamented that
as a result of the quagmire in Iraq, his units
were " 'in grave danger of... rapidly degen
erating into a broken force.'" More than 40
percent of US forces in Iraq are composed
ofthese "volunteer" units who did not con

template such onerous duties when they
enlisted: thus, "re-enlistment is collaps

ing." The US has a "military in extremis."

says Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher.
US fatalities in this war have

increased fivefold since May 1, 2003
when President Bush declared an end to

major combat operations. The number of
wounded has increased seven fold. At the

close of 2003 the US authorities estimat

ed that the number of insurgents were a
mere 5,000. Yet recently General
Mohammed Abdullah Shahwani of Iraqi
intelligence has estimated that this num
ber lias mushroomed to over 200.000,

confirming the dire words of CIA Director

Porter Goss, who told Congress recent

ly, that Iraq has become a magnet for
"jihadists" from all over the world.
Though it was argued in the LA Times on

November 30, 2004 that Washington has

intentionally inflated the size of Al Qasda
and the forces beholden to Osama bin

Laden for its own malevolent reasons, it

can hardly be denied that the illegal inva
sion of Iraq has been a shot in the arm for

so-called "Islamic fundamentalism."

Scrambling for answers, US imperial
ism has veered toward science fiction of

late. How else to explain the February 16,
2005 report in the New York Times that
the Pentagon is investing heavily in devel
oping military robots to fight their future
wars of aggression. "They don't get hun
gry," said Gordon Johnson of the Joint
Forces Command at the Pentagon,
"They're not afraid. They don't forget their
orders. They don't care if the guy next to
them has just been shot. Will they do a bet
ter job than humans? Yes," he added

emphatically. Perhaps. Yet this macabre
scheme ultimately only reveals the des
peration of US imperialism in crisis.

One of the major objections - among
many - to the use of military robots is how
their deployment could lead to even more
human rights violations since these

machines would have no conscience and,

thus, would be more capable of engaging in
mass slaughter. In fact, it is bracing to con
template "troops" who would exceed the
present US forces in marauding rampages.
Recently Mehemet Elkatmis, head of the
human rights commission of the Turkish par
liament accused US imperialism of commit

ting "genocide" in Iraq, "Never in human
history," he wailed "have such genocide
and cruelty been witnessed." Such rhetoric

from a member of the ruling elite of the erst

while US ally, Turkey - a nation whose entry
into the European Union has been backed

by Washington on the premise that Ankara
would then serve US interests - suggests
what a blunder the invasion of Iraq has
become for US imperialism. These com
ments also serve to underscore the rising
opposition to Washington's imperialist brig
andage In oil-rich Iraq.

The brazen attempt to loot the oil-
wealth of this predominantly Arab nation
reflects US imperialism's deepening crisis.
Central bankers globally are seeking des
perately to diversify out of the dollar, thus
ending what has amounted to easy loans
to the US Treasury. Indeed, the advent of
the euro - the common currency of the

European Union - and its challenge to US
imperialism is only the most visible aspect
of this tendency. On November 29, 2004
Financial Times reported that

the share of the US dollar in world

foreign currency holdings fell to 63.8
percent at the end of 2003 from 66.9
percent at the end of 2001. Mean-
v4iile, the euro's share has risen

from 16.7 percent to 19.7 percent
during that period.

This samejoumal reported on January
24, 2005 that the "members of the

Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries OPEC have cut the proportion
of deposits held in dollars from 75 percent
to 61.5 percent in the past three years." At
the annual Davos forum in Switzerland in

January 2005, where the global elite come
to meet and greet, jaws dropped when
Chinese leader. Fan Gang announced that
his nation had lost faith in the US dollar and

its "first priority" was to diversify into other
currencies, e.g. the euro. The dollar, he

said, was "no longer,., seen as a stable
currency and is devaluating all the time."

If this trend continues it could mean a

sharp plunge in the dollar's value, creating a
huge hole in the accounts of central banks
holding dollars - e.g. Japan and the US In
particular - with results resembling a
depression. The price of imports - cars,
consumer electronics, etc. - would rise

sharply. The real estate market - which has
become a piggyback for numerous families
in the US - would suffer grievously. Even if
this does not occur, peril still rests in the fact
that - as the December 4, 2004 New York

Times announced - "central banks" in

"Asia are holding America's purse strings,"
suggesting that this nation's fate is depend
ent upon the kindness of strangers.

The overall decline of the dollar-a pre
cipitous drop that, intriguingly, coincides
with the November election, as if the inter

national community were holding their own

referendum on the GOP - sheds light on
Bush's Februaiy 2005 visit to Brussels,
headquarters of the EU. The German lead
ership had announced even before his
February arrival that they thought that
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NATO - where Washington dominates -

had outlived its usefulness and that US-EU

channels were the preferred avenue for the
trans-Atlantic relationship. France agreed.
This epochal announcement was greeted
with stunned disbelief in Washington.

Likewise. Wall Street was startled

when German-based software giant, SAP,
announced that it was going after the mar

ket share of US-based Oracle in the prof

itable market of business applications.
This blunt challenge incensed Oracle

founder. Larry Ellison, the nation's third
richest man behind Bill Gates and Warren

Buffett- This battle bids fair to be even

more hostile than that now existing
between the EU's Airbus and the US's

Boeing, a conflict that has been marked by
ever more contentious acrimony.

The gulf between Washington and

Brussels cannot be bridged easily, as in

many ways it involves Jousting for imperial

ist hegemony. Brussels argues that it is on
the side of the angels, however, pointing to
Washington's reluctance to adhere to the
strictures of the Intemational Criminal

Court or its hostility toward the Kyoto

treaty on global warming. All 25 members
of the EU have signed this accord that US
imperialism rejects - though the website of
Washington's own Environmental

Protection Administration declares:

rising globai temperatures are
expected to raise sea level and
change precipitation and other local
climate conditions. Changing regional
climate could alter forests, crop
yields and water supplies.... Deserts
may expand into existing rangelands
and features of some of our National

Parks may be permanently altered.

Yet. like a latter day Nero. Bush fiddles

while sea levels rise. This has upset
Brussels tremendously.

One would think that with relations with

Brussels deteriorating that Washington

would seek to "balance" this trend with

improved relations with Moscow. Yet the
Cold War reflex - apparently - has yet to

be extinguished, as Washington continues
irritating Moscow, most recently seeking

to use a Houston court to block Russia's

attempt to seize the assets of the private
ly owned oil giant Yukos - which had gar
nered its ill-gotten booty by looting the
state sector as the former Soviet Union

was collapsing. Perhaps in response
Russia announced recently^ that foreign-
owned companies might not bid for the
nation's most lucrative natural resources

this year - an edict widely seen as aimed
at ExxonMobil and ChevronTexaco.

Yet with all this tension raging between
Brussels-Moscow, on the one hand, and

Washington, on the other, perhaps the

most potentially contentious conflict exists
between US imperialism and the

Communist Party of China. This is some
what anomalous since this Asian giant has

become a major creditor of the US. buying
US Treasury bills in profusion, not to men
tion a major site for US foreign investment
and a leading supplier of the ever ubiqui
tous Wal-Mart.

Yet despite these ramified ties, both
Pentagon chief, Donald Rumsfeld and CIA
honcho. Porter Goss, have issued stern

It is easy to
understand why
Bush denounces

China, as it is
standing frontally
in the path of US
imperialism.

warnings of late about the supposed
growth of Beijing's military and the alleged
threat it poses to China's rebel province of
Taiwan - and, ultimately the US itself.
Bush's trip to Brussels was marred by the
EU's intention to lift the arms embargo
against China - proclaimed in 1989 - a
move that Washington sees as a direct
threat to the already besieged US military.
Likewise, the same month that Bush made
his ill-fated trip to Brussels, Chinese leader
Tang Jiaxuan met with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, where the former termed

Moscow his nation's "main partner for
strategic cooperation." "This is the first
time ever." he proclaimed portentously,
"that China is establishing a mechanism of
national security consultations with anoth

er country." Already China is the number

one customer of Russia's still sizeable arms

industry and is expected to make purchas
es in the billions during this year alone.
Significantly, the February 3. 2005 edition
of the China Daily noted that

the Russian-Chinese military exer
cises set for later this year...were
seen by many observers as Rus
sia's response to the cooling of
relations with the United States and

other western nations, most recent

ly over the presidential election in
the Ukraine.

And just as a court in Houston sought
to stop Moscow "re-nationalizing" Yukos.

China agreed to provide up to $6 billion in
loans to the Russian state bank

Vnesheconombank (VEB) to help state oil
firm Rosneft finance its purchase of
Yukos assets.

Such episodes underscore why future
historians may mark 2005 as the year when
US imperialism finally awakened to what it
had wrought when it made the fateful deci
sion to forge an alliance with China against
the former Soviet Union, thus opening the
door to capital pouring into this Asian nation
and a remarkable transformation of its

economy, not to mention altering pro
foundly the global correlation of forces.

Thus, just as the recovery of the
Japanese economy after the ravages of
the Pacific War led to numerous scare sto

ries in the press about how this nation pre
sented a mortal danger to the continued
hegemony of US imperialism, today Beijing
has assumed the role formerly played by
Tokyo, the chief difference being that the
role of the Chinese Communist Party in
this process has added a peculiar poignan
cy since US imperialism's proudest accom
plishment is the so-called "death of com
munism." Few have noticed that a

Communist Party continues to rule the
planet's largest nation - with the most sus
tained growth rates.

Thus, on December 6. 2004 Business
Week carried a typical story of fright:

The China Price. They are the three
scariest words in US industry. In
general, it means 30 percent to 50
percent less than what you can pos
sibly make something for in the
US.... Makers of apparel, footwear,
electric appliances and plastic prod-
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ucls, which have been shutting US
factories for decades, know well the

futility of trying to match the China
ptice. It has been a big factor in the
loss of 2.7 million manufacturing
jobs since 2000

said this journal, which typically, has sought
to overlook the blunders of US manage

ment in this process-

The Economist may have exceeded the

hysteria of its trans-Atlantic competitor,
informing its upscale readers on January 8.

2005 that the Communist Party

decided some years ago that 30-50
of its best state firms should be built

into 'national champions' or 'globally
competitive' multinationals by 2010...

the most impressive are the
resources groups. Three big oil com
panies, PetroChina, Sinopec and
CNOOC, are aggressively buying
overseas and building pipelines
across central Asia to satisfy China's
fuel demands.. Shanghai-based
Baosteel, China's top steel producer,
already sits on the Fortune 500 list of
the largest global companies by
sales...like Baosteel, Chaico, China's

leading aluminum group, and Yanzhou
Coal, the largest listed coal producer,
are relatively new companies with
similar ambitions. China Minmetals,

the biggest base metals company,
has gone further with its recent
approach to buy Noranda, a Canadi
an copper and nickel miner, for a
reported $7 billion.

A startled New York Times reported on
December 6, 2004 that by 2034,

bank assets in China would surpass
those in the United States...from

steel to oil to cars to credit cards,

China is poised to become the
world's biggest producer and market
for many goods and services.

China, it was said nervously, "has
come to terrify many foreign business
executives."

China's enormous footprint is remaking
the global economy and is stretching its
tentacles to these shores. Appliance man
ufacturer. Haier, has set up shop in South
Carolina and is a major employer of labor
in the conservative Palmetto State. China

International Marine Containers, a large
shipping company based in Shenzen,

• US imperialism is stretched to the
limit in the vain attempt to keep the
lid on the planet's majority, which is
yearning for deep-seated change.

• The Iraq war exposes US imperial
ism's weaknesses: militarily and
economically.

• The scramble for oil and other

resources and the collapsing dollar
are the major economic weaknesses
of the US.

• Corporations in other countries are
competing with US corporate domi
nance: especially Russia, Germany
and China.

• China's economic growth and its
ability to financially shore up the US
debt place it in a unique position in
relation to US imperialism.

■ China's strengths have led some
neo-conservatives to complain about
the inability of US corporations to
compete adequately with China's
state-owned enterprises.

I China is working to develop trade
relationships with numerous coun
tries. especially in Latin America,
formerly regarded as the US's
"backyard."

' China's economic strength and its
growing relationships with many
other countries could lead to

displacing the US as the single
"superpower" and block key pieces
of the US imperialist agenda.

A The growing strength of China's state-subsized and state-owned sectors have neo-conservatives
worried that private corporations can't compete.

recently bought a bankrupt manufacturer
of trailers in Monon. Indiana. It Is the

largest private employer in the town.
Bold Beijing has moved into the so-

called backyard of US imperialism. Invest
ing heavily in nickel production in socialist
Cuba and supplying consumer goods, e.g.
televisions. In February 2005 Chinese Vice
President Zeng Quinghong and several of
his fellow leaders, made an impressive
swing through the Caribbean doling out

cash for investment projects. Thus, in
Trinidad - birthplace of the late great US
communist leader, Claudia Jones - which

contains the region's largest and most

prosperous economy, Beijing approved a

$25 million soft loan allowing business-per
sons there to buy Chinese products and
machinery. The interest rate? A mere two

percent. This budding Asian superpower
also agreed to buy additional amounts of
asphalt from Trinidad. In Guyana China is

building a multi-million dollar conference
center adjacent to the secretariat of the
Caribbean Community.

Most controversial from the viewpoint
of US imperialism are the deals China
inked with Venezuela. The 125 strong

Chinese delegation signed 19 agreements
covering agriculture, technology - and oil.
The deals involved the construction of a

railroad in eastem Venezuela and the pur-
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chase of radar to tighten security on its
border with Colombia - where US "advi

sors" have decamped in growing numbers.

President Hugo Chavez, whose nation
to this point has been a m^r supplier of
petroleum to the US. has declared that he

seeks to change this state of affairs. Already
there are 15,000 medics from socialist
Cuba in his country and in turn Caracas
sends 53,000 barrels of oil a day to Havana:

this has upset US imperialism to no end. It

South American nations and Brazil in

response has invested in more than 300
projects in China.

Oil is the "glue" that is binding Cuba-

China-Venezuela and Brazil and it Is also

what concems a White House dominated

by oil interests. Colombia is being primed as
Washington's base of subversion against
this gathering quartet and It is there that

Occidental Petroleum of California has

invested heavily. When insurgents there

▲ Whils the US desperately works to Impose Its will in Iraq, overstretch has limited its domination
elsewhere.

is suspected that Caracas may be interest
ed in re-directing its enormous oil reserves
to China - and. reportedly, urgent consulta
tions are being held in order to address the

logistical barriers to this eventuality.

The bold Chavez has also moved to

deepen relations with neighboring Brazil,

particularly in the strategic area of oil - also
a key priority for the former Texas oilman
now occupying the White House. In turn
China has become Brazil's third largest

export market as 70 China-based firms
have been established in this largest of

assaulted one of their oil fields In that

nation's Arauca province, Washington
promptly dispatched US "advisors" there
to train Colombian soldiers in counterinsur-

gency in a maneuver that may cost US tax

payers $100 million at a time when funds for
housing and veterans' benefits are on the

chopping block. In short, our tax dollars are
being used to subsidize a police guard for
Occidental, a multi-billion dollar corporation
that could easily afford the costs involved.
Similarly, trade-union leaders in Colombia
have been murdered in the hundreds in

recent years, a development that hampers
the organizing of Occidental workers.

Yet it is Iran - not Colombia - that is

viewed in Washington as an "outpost of
tyranny." Simultaneously, a "major new

alliance is emerging between Iran and
China," according to the Washington Post
of November 17, 2004. The two allies

signed a preliminary accord worth
S70 billion to $100 billion by which
China will purchase Iranian oil and
gas and help develop Iran's
Vadavaran oil field, near the Iraqi bor
der. Earlier this year China agreed to
buy 320 billion in liquefied natural gas
from Iran over a quarter-century...in
tum China has become a major
exporter of nianufactured goods to
Iran, including computer systems,
household appliances and cars.

This trade was "weakening the Impact
on Iranian policy of various US economic
embargoes." Washington is upset that the
European Union has been reluctant to
endorse a militant US posture toward
Teheran but. instead, has favored negoti
ation of differences concerning Iranian
development of nuclear energy. At the
same time, the US itself refuses to adhere

to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
which calls on those that develop nuclear
weapons to draw down their stocks over

time. Instead, US imperialism is develop
ing "bunker busting" weapons that
require ever more sophisticated nuclear
technology- US imperialism views nuclear
weapons like the British Empire once
viewed the "gatling gun," i.e. as the ulti

mate weapon that will Intimidate other

nations, hence its outrage at Iran, the EU

- and China.

In Zimbabwe, another "outpost of
tyranny" according to Washington, the

impact of similar embargoes has likewise
been blunted by a burgeoning relationship
with China, with the bulk of its main export
crop - tobacco - now headed for China.

As one traverses the globe, it is easy to
understand why Bush administration officials

have seen fit to denounce China despite the
extensive economic ties between the two

nations, for Beijing is standing frontaliy in the
path of US imperialism.

Even Israel, which heretofore has been

seen as one of the most reliable allies of

US imperialism, is beginning to hedge its
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bets. This may shed light on why the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee

(AlPAC) - one of the most influential lob

bies in Washington - is presently being
investigated by a federal grand Jury and
why Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has begun

to make noises about removing settle
ments. Thus, Washington is demanding
that Israel confiscate parts of Harpy drones

they have sold China, which were sold in

the 1990s. These unmanned aircraft that

can stay in the air for seven hours, fly to a
distance of 550 kilometers and crash into

radar and US imperialism sees anti-aircraft
batteries as a major weapon for China
against the US or its allies. This dispute fol
lows closely on the heels of a controversy
surrounding the Phalcon, a tactical surveil

lance system that monitors airborne and
surface targets and gathers signal intelli
gence. It was to be installed in a Russian-
made IL-76 aircraft. Israel was equipping

the plane for China when it buckled under
enormous pressure from Washington

and cancelled the deal. Treating Israel as
if it were the 51 st state. Pentagon hard
liner Douglas Feith demanded that Israel

fire Defense Ministry Director General
Amos Yaron. Interestingly, Feith resigned
shortly thereafter.

This dilemma faced by Israel is not
unique. Long-time US ally Australia is fac
ing a similar problem, as it seeks to main
tain a close relationship with Beijing and
Washington, a feat which is becoming

increasingly difficult. Even neighboring

Canada is facing this problem, as China is
seeking to invest in the oil-rich tar sands of
Aiberta, "James Monroe" must be "spin
ning in his grave." said the conservative
Weekly Standard of February 7, 2005.
referring to the "Monroe Doctrine" and its

demand that other powers stay out of this
hemisphere. This right-wing journal of opin
ion, controlled by the media baron, Rupert
Murdoch, seemed to become apoplectic in
reporting that a state-owned firm in China
was plotting a "$13 billion takeover of
Unocal," a US-based giant.

It was noted that:

Russia and China are using state-
owned companies that are not bound
to profit-maximize to achieve their
long-term goal of weaving a web of
relationships that will stand them in
good stead in any diplomatic con
frontation with the United States.

Seething with rage it wondered,

whether America can continue to rely

on its private sector to provide us
with comparable clout is no longer
certain. After all, when companies
that have to maximize profits com
pete with companies that seek to
maximize influence and power, the
latter will engage in projects that the
former simply cannot.

China's enormous

footprint is
remaking the
global economy
and is stretching
its tentacles to

these shores.

This idea of state-owned firms challeng

ing US based corporations at a time when
the "death of communism" was thought to
have buried such developments for all time,

has stoked outrage.
The interests of international oil com

panies - such as BP, ExxonMobil and the
other 'majors' - are increasingly being
challenged by the growing power of oil-pro
ducing governments such as Libya when

striking deals reported the Financial Times

on December 9, 2004.

Ambitious national oil companies
from countries such as Russia, India,

Malaysia Brazil and Algeria are also
expanding international
operations... govemment-owned
companies control 72 percent of the
world's oil reserves, 55 percent of its
gas reserves and half of its produc
tion of oil and gas.. .there is a belief
that aggressive national oil compa

nies from China, India and elsewhere

will be able to outspend their intema-
tional rivals when paying for licenses,
and accept lower returns on capital,
because their investments are driven

more by their governments' desire to
secure energy supply than by a need
to keep shareholders happy.

Hence, if the Cold War is redefined as a

battle between private capital and the pub
lic sector, it is easy to see that US declara
tion of triumph in this conflict is as wildly pre
mature as Bush's May 2003 declaration that
major combat in Iraq had come to a close.

This prospect of competing with the
public sector - frightening for US imperial
ism - no doubt caused Dave O'Reilly, chair

and chief executive of ChevronTexaco, to

proclaim, "we're seeing the beginning of a
bidding war for Middle Eastern oil between

east and west." he said in a veiled refer

ence to the challenge provided to US impe
rialism by state-owned Chinese oil compa

nies and their Indian counterparts.
This sentiment has caused the

acolytes of imperialism to fret that China
is invading oil-rich Africa, heretofore a
happy hunting ground for imperialism. A
China-Africa Business Council reckons

that two-way trade was some $18 billion
between the two in 2003, a nine-fold
increase on 1999, China only recently pro
vided a S2 billion soft loan to oil-rich
Angola - a major supplier of oil to the US
- in exchange for 10,000 barrels of oil per
day. Reportedly, similar deals are being
brokered with oil-rich Gabon and Nigeria.

Chinese firms have spent some $100 mil
lion of late investing in Zambia's copper

mines, which have been abandoned by
European and North American firms. In
Sierra Leone, a nation - like neighboring
Uberia - that has been virtually abandoned
by its erstwhile patrons in London and
Washington. China has become a major
force in the economy in fisheries, con

struction and agriculture.

Thus, US imperialism increasingly
views China as a major barrier to its
hegemony. But it is not just China, even
the EU is cooling toward the US, not
least because of reluctance to continue

the anti-Beijing arms embargo. Erstwhile
allies like Israel and Australia are seeking

to develop relations with Beijing. Slowly
but surely US imperialism is awakening to
the grim reality that sharp contradictions
with the Chinese Communist Party con

tinue to persist. It is evident that the US
is out of step with a world that refuses to
move as far to the right as Washington.
As a result, the world is declaring a loud
"no" to US imperialism, in tones that are
destined to become ever louder and

more insistent.■
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Resistance Is Not Futile
Labor and the struggle for Iraq
By Joel Wendiand

Now that elections in Iraq have
produced a representative

interim govemment responsi

ble for constructing new legal
and political structures, there is no longer
any excuse to postpone US troop with-

drawai. Whiie no one should have illu

sions about a perfect election or the
transfer of full national sovereignty as

yet, most Iraqis, burdened by 20 years of
war, political repression, sanctions and
occupation see these past weeks as the
first steps in a political process to restore
peace, democracy and sovereignty. If the
election has produced progress, it is not
attributabie to the Bush administration or

US imperiaiism. in fact. Bush's goais and
tactics have been antitheticai to the inter

ests of the people of Iraq. The illegal and

deadly war, occupation and the disas
trous failure to adequately aid in the
reconstruction of Iraq have blocked
progress. If democracy arises from the
ashes of the Saddam dictatorship and

the Bush occupation, it wiil be because of
the concerted efforts and determined

actions of the Iraqi people.
The broadest possibie movement is

stifi necessary to oppose the illegal war

and occupation in Iraq. Some on the left,
however, insist on the politically irrelevant

tactic of fostering images of a militant Iraqi
insurgency fighting the US military and its

Iraqi collaborators as the reason for end
ing the occupation. Fantasies of armed
bandits delivering miiitary defeats to the
US are unconvincing and won't mobilize
tens of miilions of people needed to bring

the occupation to an end sooner rather
than iater. Additionally, painting in broad

strokes the victims of car bombings,
assassinations, beheadings, and other

attacks as collaborators who deserve

death is futile and barbaric. Finally, repre
senting the Iraqi people as completely
dominated by US imperialism without the
ability to resist - unless enacted as violent
and destructive - Is a paternalistic, and E
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▲ Iraqi workers are fighting to organize unions and to keep Iraqi control and ownership of their
country's services and utilities.



not helpful, portrayal of the Iraqi people. This dis
torted view of the situation confuses the true

struggle for peace and sovereignty. While the Bush
administration miscalculated Iraq's determination

to shed the occupation, critics of the political
process underestimated the Iraqi people's insis

tence on a peaceful and political struggle.
Most of the "insurgency" is motivated less by

opposition to the occupation or US imperialism

than by finding more advantageous positions with

in the political framework established by the occu
pation, It arose primarily as a political rivalry among
factions working desperately to provoke ethnic

conflict in the period before the election. Rather
than an anti-imperialist or a democratic struggle,
they sought to foment conflict between Sunnis and
Shi'ites. Much of the insurgency originated in 1
Sunni majority cities and is aimed at the security 3

apparatus, otherSunnis who wanted to participate S
in the political process, civilians operating the infra
structure. and at Shia civilians.

Sunnis comprise about one-fifth of Iraq's pop
ulation and some expressed concem over an election that would
create a Shi'ite-dominated National Assembly. Extremist ele
ments - mainly Saddam-era Ba'athists and religious fundamen
talists — turned this concem into violent attacks on the political
process couching their fight in anti-occupation language. While
the Shi'ite majority favored the election, many insurgents hoped
that ethnic divisions and violence would dominate the political
process and prevent the formation of a Shi'ite majority interim
government. The basis for an ethnic conflict of this nature has lit
tle popular backing in Iraq,

Despite low rates of participation in the
election in Sunni majority areas, leaders of
13 Sunni parties have agreed to participate

in the political process. A large turnout by
Kurdish Iraqis indicates that a much broad
er multiethnic national movement can be
forged in the new political system than elec
tion observers on the right wanted and
election critics on the left deemed possible.

About 86 percent of Iraqi voters rejected
the US-backed Ayad Allawi-aligned candi
dates. showing their determination to
establish a legitimate and sovereign nation

al government.
A more fundamental aspect of the situa

tion that has received scant attention, from
either the corporate oraltemative media, has
been the involvement of the organized sec

tion of Iraq's working class in the political
struggle for national sovereignty and reconstruction. The leading
elements of this section of Iraqi society are the Iraqi Communist
Party (ICR), the coalition that formed the People's Unity List for the
election, and the Iraqi Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU), The largest
and most rooted is the 200.000 member IFTU. The labor move

ment's size after only two years of existence suggests that Iraq's

A Baghdad res

The involve

Iraq's work

idents who supported Ayatollah al-Sistani's demand for elections last summer
forced the Bush administration to accept a political process ttiat may thwart US domination.

working class intends to set the course for a democratic, inde
pendent and economically stable Iraq.

Background on Iraq's Labor Movement
The Ba'ath Party came to power in 1968 and immediately

launched a campaign to control the trade-union movement.
Leaders and activists who refused to side with the Ba'athists were

removed from power. At that time, the General Federation of
Trade Unions (GFTU) held elections that "took place without
secret ballot and in an atmosphere of intimidation and reprisal,"

says a brief history of Iraq's trade-union
movement written by the underground

Workers Democratic Trade Union

Movement (WDTUM) in November 2003.

(The WDTUM was formed in 1980 as an

opposition underground union movement. It
received widespread international support,
and worked tirelessly to expose the corrupt
GFTU. WDTUM activists would eventually
surface after the collapse of the Hussein
government to organize IFTU.)

When Saddam Hussein took power in
1979, he "ordered a series of purges with
in the ruling party to obliterate all potential
rivals or critics." He installed his henchman

in GFTU leadership positions, including for
mer military commander Ahmed Muhsin Al-
Dulaimy whose career was made in the fas

cist "National Guards" and other paramili
tary groups with personal loyalty to Hussein rather than as a union
leader loyal to workers.

Unions became Saddam's tool for repressing workers and for
domestic "security." Suspected subversives were subjected to
spying, harassment, detention, interrogation, torture and killings.
According to the Center for Human Rights, an arm of the Iraqi

ment of

ing class in

the struggle for

national sovereignty
and reconstruction has

received scant

attention from either

the corporate or the

alternative media.
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Communist Party, Saddam's repressive measures would result in
the deaths of tens of thousands and even more imprisoned and
tortured at places like the now infamous Abu Ghraib prison. The
WDTUM unearthed evidence in mid-2CK)3 that shows "the hor

rors of physical liquidation, mass and summary executions of thou

sands of political prisoners and detainees, with lists including the
names of scores of workers."

During the 1980s, GFTU leaders ordered support for the war
against Iran and tumed itself into an apparatus for quashing anti
war sentiment. It confiscated wages from workers and tumed the

money over to the govemment for military expenses. The union
even forced many workers to enter military service. Some 60 per
cent of workers were conscripted for service at some point during
the war with Iran. One million Iraqis are believed to have been killed.

An Independent Union is Organized
After two decades underground,

WDTUM activists organized the Iraqi
Federation of Workers Trade Unions

(IFTU) in late 2003, Through its strong

ties to the International Confederation

of Arab Trade Unions (iCATU),

International Confederation of Free

Trade Unions (ICFTU), the influential

Kurdish trade unions, the World

Federation of Trade Unions, and

through the association of its mem

bers with the Iraqi Communist Party,

Arab nationalist and Kurdish demo

cratic parties on the Iraq Governing
Council (IGC), IFTU received the

iGC's recognition, though, significant
ly, not the Coalition Provisional

Authority (the occupation's political
arm up to June 2004).

Among the first international dele

gations to meet with Iraq's new labor a

movement was Britain's Trade Union ̂
▲ The US couldn't find WMO in

Congress CTUC)
find other stuff they wanted.

. A TUC report pub
lished in April 2004 described a fact-
finding mission to Iraq by representa

tives of the TUC, ICFTU, ICATU, the AFL-CIO and other labor

organizations in February of 2004, This delegation, as the report
says, "came across lively, muscular (even argumentative) trade

union grassroots." even though many of the workplaces they vis
ited had only been organized for a few months.

Since the Hussein government's collapse, according to the

report, "workers have thrown out managers ... and union leaders
strongly aligned with the Ba'ath Party, and created more active

trade union organizations, often breathing new life into formal legal
provisions such as on industrial democracy." According to union
spokesperson Abdullah Muhsin, dock workers in Umm Qasr,
upon hearing of a visit from a delegation from the ICFTU in late
2003, gathered at the Port Administration offices to demand a
union. Unions of professionals demonstrated similar militancy.

The TUC delegation's report highlighted the successes of the

npw union movement. "Unions are dealing with problems of van
dalism (...). unemployment (at over 50 percent...) and inadequate
management - failure to pay wages on time and so on." In gen

eral, union members saw their wages growing faster than inflation.
The numerous organizing committees that sprang up in differ

ent parts of the country highlighted IFTU's immediate organizing

capabilities. According to Abdullah Muhsin, the Basra federation
of the IFTU organized " 10 trade unions in the Basra region Includ

ing those for Mechanics. Construction, Transport. Oil, Railways.
Dockers and Public Services, for workers in restaurants, hotels,

hairdressers, public health and municipalities, water and cleaners"
representing tens of thousands of regional workers.

Of great concern in that early period after the collapse of the
Ba'athist regime was the continued role of Saddam loyalists in the
competing parallel union, the GFTU, After an initial period of com
petition, Iraqi workers removed Saddam's bureaucrats and demand

ed democratic unions. Some GFTU

structures were dismantled and others

merged with IFTU. There are Important
indications that the GFTU's pro-Hussein
leadership was removed or left.

The workers and union leaders

whom the TUC delegation met in April
2004 indicated the need for "practical
solidarity." Training, practical resources,
material support, and information tech
nology were high on their list. Workers

also expressed a desire to restore a
positive image of unions "tarnished by
compulsory membership and slavish
adherence to the [Hussein] govern
ment, " says the TUC report. The dele
gation also spoke with union activists

who were optimistic about greater lead
ership and participation by women
workers in the movement.

While the Transitional Adminis
trative Law, imposed by the CPA and
adopted by the IGC, confirmed "the

right to join trade unions and the right
to strike and demonstrate, along with

more general rights to freedom of assembly, of expression and
protection from discrimination on the basis of race, gender, reli
gion etc.," union leaders are concerned that legal structures cre
ated by the CPA will influence the National Assembly's views on
labor law.

The CPA refused to consult with Iraqi labor leaders about the
labor law it imposed. It adopted provisions from the Hussein labor
code of 1987 and appointed administrators to local and regional
departments that have expressed interest in imposing and
enforcing the 1987 code. This 1987 law prohibited unionization
in the public sector and pillaged workers' pensions to enrich the
regime and finance its wars. Because most of Iraq's economy is
nationalized (in the public sector), the CPA's use of this labor
code signaled its intention to prevent any further organizing
efforts in Iraq's most important economic sectors and to block

Iraq, but US companies did
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organized opposition from workers in those public industries slated for privati
zation. The international labor movement has rejected the 1987 code and calls

for protections of the rights of Iraqi workers to organize.

The occupying authority's antagonism to the IFTU and its organizing objec
tives surfaced during a US military raid on the union's headquarters in Baghdad
in December 2003, which according to one news account

involvtedl 10 armored vehicles and dozens of soldiers. The U.S. troops ran
sacked and destroyed the IFTU's possessions, removing documents includ
ing minutes of union meetings. They tore down union banners and posters
that condemned acts of terror. They smashed windows on the front of the
building and smeared black paint over the name of the IFTU.

IFTU spokesperson, Abdullah Muhsin called the raid "an attack on Iraq's
working people."

Meanwhile, the IFTU continues to work closely with the International Labor
Organization and other labor-related organizations to develop a code that adopts
the major pro-labor provisions encoded in Iraq's Labor Law No, 151 of 1970.
This law, which guaranteed such rights as the eight-hour day, pensions, and the
right of public sector workers to organize, appeals more to the interests of rank
and file workers.

The national assembly should not be timid
about exercising real power and "should
seize back control over security matters, as

well as the economic policy and other
sovereign powers, from the occupiers."
(Iraqi Communist Party)

Present Prospects for the Future
The completion of the national elections intensifies demands for the withdrawal

of foreign troops and a sincere effort to contribute to an Iraqi-controlled recon
struction effort. Despite attacks from insurgents and harassment from coalition
authorities, the organized sections of the Iraqi working class continue to press on
for worker rights, a secure and stable country, and end to the occupation and war.

Forces that want to maintain the status quo of instability and violence,
according to both IFTU and ICP spokespersons, were behind this wave of
attacks on Iraqi National Guard troops, police, and civilians in the months prior
to the national election and since. Many civilians and workers killed are not affil
iated with either the US or British occupying armies or corporations.

Among this rash of terrorist violence, numerous Iraqi trade unionists have
been killed. Railway workers have suffered numerous terrorist attacks in the out
skirts of Baghdad and on the railways into the southern part of the country. Over

the last few months many have been killed and injured.
in a statement published in early January, the IFTU denounced

further attacks on its members on the railway line between Basra and an-
Nasiriyyah and on union premises in Baghdad. These criminal acts designed
to intimidate workers and trade unionists follow a well-established pattern of
targeted campaigns of assassination and terror which have been waged by
those loyal to the former fascist-type, dictatorial regime of Saddam Hussein
against individual IFTU activists and ordinary workers in recent months.
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Terrorists targeted numerous trade-union leaders including
Nuzad Ismaiel, president of the IFTU in the Kirkuk region, who was
nearly killed twice. Just days after the attacks on the railways,
long-time union leader, founder member and IFTU international
secretary, Hadi Saleh, was found strangled to death in Baghdad,
his eyes blindfolded and hands tied with metal wire. This method
was the preferred handiwork of the experts of the Saddam
regime. Hadi Saleh was also a leader of the Iraqi Communist-Party
(ICP). His assassination sparked immediate international furor
from the world's labor movement.

IFTU praised the trade-union leader's life and work in its offi
cial statement in early January: "Hadi Saleh opposed Bush's ille
gal war against Iraq. He returned home to Iraq after the ignomin
ious collapse of the disgraced Saddam Hussein dictatorship. Hadi
worked tirelessly to end the occupation and set about the task of

STOP
BUSH

I

L The broadest possible peace movement is still needed to end the occupation of Iraq.

re-building independent trade unions in Iraq." Despite attacks
directed against Iraqi workers, the IFTU expressed its commit
ment to "continue the struggle and fight to build a democratic

trade union movement and participate in the rebuilding of Iraq."
In its statement the AFL-CIO remarked: "Hadi was a coura

geous trade unionist fighting for Iraqi workers.... Like all trade
unionists, Hadi believed in peaceful solutions to working people's
problems." The Intemational Confederation of Free Trade Unions,

the UK's Trade Union Congress, the Intemational L^bor
Organization, the Canadian Labor Congress, along with tabor

movements in Pakistan, Italy, Spain, Japan, Ireland, Australia the
US Labor Against War organization, and other intemational unions

and community organizations expressed outrage at the assassi
nation of Saleh.

Just weeks after Saleh's murder, IFTU leader Talib Khadim Al

Tayee, the President of the Iraqi Mechanics', Metalworkers' &
Printworkers' Union (IMM&PU) was kidnapped and subsequently
released.
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Saleh's assassination follows the murder of ICP leader

Wadhah Hassan Abdul Amir, a member of Iraq's interim National
Assembly, last November. ICP spokesperson Salam Ali states
that 16 Party members have been assassinated in the rash of vio
lence. These peof51e "were active on the grassroots level, elect
ed to local councils and leading organizational work in poor and
working class districts," Ali said.

Ali told the British newspaper Morning Star last January that

terrorist attacks in general are committed with the aim of

slrengthenling] the hand of those elements, whether in the
government or within the political life of the country, who call
for an iron fist policy - it's not difficult to see that these
forces are most closely associated with the Amencans and
also those who, lacking a power base, have a vested interest
in maintaining the status quo.

The vast majority of the insurgency in his
view is comprised of either loyalists of Saddam
or religious fundamentalists. "These people
want to regain their position. It has nothing to
do with liberating the country or achieving
progress or a democratic alternative. They are
enemies of democracy," he contended. Ali told
Political Affairs prior to the election that

some of these acts were aimed to stir up
sectarian strife. They aim to alienate the peo
ple, marginalize them in the ongoing political
process, and spread despair and fear among
them. This agenda holds no prospects what
soever for liberating Iraq and present no
prospects or real hope for a lietter future
for the people.

The overwhelming majority of Iraqis, says
Ali. oppose the agenda and tactics of these
groups.

The Iraqi Communist Party along with other
progressive organizations put together a list of

257 candidates known as "People's Unity" for the January 30th
elections. The People's Unity coalition included communists,
democrats and independent patriotic and social figures, included
91 women candidates and covered all of Iraq's provinces.
According to the People's Unity platform, "The candidates repre
sent the full social, ethnic and religious spectrum of Iraqi society,"

Ali pointed out that the "ICP's agenda, calling for eradicating
the legacy of both dictatorship and occupation and opening up
prospects for a truly sovereign, independent and democratic Iraq
is diametrically opposed" to the real goals and objectives of insur
gents who fought to undermine the election,

The tactic of spreading terror through killing "holds no
prospects whatsoever for liberating Iraq," Ali added, "and pres
ent no prospects or real hope for a better future for the people."

In fact, the violence, insisted Ali,

only serves to perpetuate the occupation, provides a pretext
for increased foreign military presence (as recent events
have shown), helps to bring further death and devastation.



and continues the vicious cycle of violence which clearly serve
the schemes of extreme right-wing circles in the US under the
cover of war against international terrorism.

All sees the elections preparing the next phase in the political
process. According to UN mandate, the National Assembly will draft
the country's new constitution and prepare the groundwork for the
general elections next year. Because the national assembly will rep
resent a broader section of Iraq's population it will be "more legiti
mate." Ali said, and will have influence and oversight on the current

transitional govemment and representative.
Most importantly, the national assembly should not be timid about

exercising real power and "should seize back control over security
matters, as well as the economic policy and other sovereign powers,
from the occupiers," Ali insists.

Iraq's Communist Party proposes to be an important part of the
process of regaining sovereignty and building a democratic society.
"After decades of repression, fascist terror, wars, sanctions and final
ly foreign occupation," Ali concluded, Iraqis are longing for "freedom
and a dignified life."

The People's Unity platform calls for full civil rights, religious free
dom, and equality for all members of Iraqi society. It envisions a fed
eral democracy that guarantees the rights of minority nationalities. It
calls for an end to the occupation and full national sovereignty and
control over state apparatuses and policies.

The platform's main focus, however, is on repairing the economy
and recovering from the effects of dictatorship and Bush's war and
occupation. It demands the reduction of unemployment, adequate
wages for working people, helping the disabled and pensioners,
enforcement of workers' rights, abolition of Iraq's debts incurred by
Saddam Hussein, full social security, a free health care system, and
reforming the public education system. Additionally, the platform calls
for the reconstruction of the public economic sector and development
of the private sector.

As the election results trickled in and some reports of election
irregularities and abuses marred the project, the People's Unity can
didates released a statement that described the election as an "his
toric event, when the Iraqi people defied the forces of terror, vio
lence and crime." While People's Unity won only a fraction of the
national vote, its role in reconstructing a democratic society cannot
be underestimated.

No one can, with certainty, say what Iraq's future will be. In fact,
peace and progressive forces outside of Iraq haven't the right to try to
determine that future anymore than George W, Bush does. But we can
side with Iraq's working class and with its broad democratic move-
merits. As we work to end the occupation and for provision of adequate
resources for reconstmcting Iraq, we should also include the call for the
protection of the rights of Iraqi workers. We should remember and echo
the appeal Hadi Saleh made just weeks before his assassination;

We call our brothers and sisters in the international community to
support us to make sure that our rights in oiganizing formal
unions freely and openly is guaranteed and ensured. That our
struggle for fair wages, better working conditions, is guaranteed.
We consider ourselves as fledglings in the trade union
movement, and we need support to build our union. The
international labor movement has a lot of expertise, knowledge
on this, they could assist us.B
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PA: The Bush administration has made hypocriti

cal pronouncements about Iran's nuclear program
and has even threatened sanctions and violence

to stop it. What are the Tudeh Party's views of
nuclear non-proliferation and the correct direction

for avoiding nuclear standoffs and war?

TP: I think I need to briefly explain how we evaluate the back
ground to the current standoff and the real issues behind the spin
and claims.

It is not an exaggeration to state that we have been going
through very difficult times in intemational relations. The election
of George Bush to the White House in 2000 marked a significant
shift in the US policy to a more aggressive and militarist approach
aimed at resolving intemational conflicts in favor of the US hege
monic positions and with catastrophic results for our region and
the world over.

The 9/11 terrorist attack provided the pretext for the US
administration and its close allies to implement militarist, expan

sionist policies planned well in advance, according to well placed

Our party has made it very clear
that we are firmly against any
external interference in the

internal affairs of our country

under any pretext.

and informed leading figures in the US administration. In its state
ment at the time, our party, alongside many other progressive

forces strongly condemned the attack and expressed solidarity
with the ordinary people and particulariy families of the victims.
We also wamed, however, against using the tragedy as a pretext

to push right-wing reactionary policies, particularly in our region,
with the aim of gaining the overall control of the oil-rich Persian
Gulf and drawing a new political map with new political realities in
the Middle East.

The past four years of relentless militarist policies followed
by imperialism in our region from Afghanistan to Iraq has been
nothing short of reintroducing brutal colonial policies in the Middle
East. The war against Iraq under false pretexts and lies fabricat
ed by the US and British intelligence agencies and disseminated
by imperialist dominated media showed that the new emerging
ultra-right-wing reactionary policies is determined to push its
agenda of open global domination at any cost.

A year since the horrendous military attack against Iraq, dur-
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ing which, according to various independent international agencies,-

more than 100,000 Iraqi civilian have lost their lives, the country is

a total ruin. Meanwhile, not a single shred of evidence has been

found to prove the existence of weapons of mass destruction
which were supposedly ready to be "deployed" in "45 minutes"
to attack the West. Furthermore, no serious politician or even close
ally of the Bush administration could either claim that there has
been an victory against terrorism nor indeed is the world safer than

it was prior to 9/11 events. The events in Iraq and similar policies
followed by the right-wing reactionary government of Sharon

against the Palestinian people under similar pretexts have created
nothing but more resentment and hatred towards foreign occupiers
who are brutally trampling upon people's rights in our region.

It is important to remember that the Iraqi regime acted in coor
dination with the US strategic Inter

ests during 1980s- It was at a cer

tain juncture that this previously
friendly government suddenly was

added to the list of rogue states.
The conflict between Iraq and the
US in the 1990s was not due to fun

damental conflict between their poli
cies or any significant change in the
nature of the brutal Saddam regime,
but in fact resulted from the change
in the worldwide balance of forces

that caused the Iraqi regime to lose
Its significance as an ally of US.
Iraq's importance to the US dimin

ished partly because the Iranian rev
olution had been stopped due to
some degree to the eight-year long
Iran-Iraq war Instigated by Saddam
in 1 980. Since then, the US position

changed to one of dual containment

of Iraq and Iran.
It is also important to consider that the US administration is

playing a sophisticated game with the regime in Iran. Despite the
rhetoric, the Iranian regime provided significant assistance to US
forces in their military interventions in both Afghanistan and Iraq.
The fact that the administration sent John Bolton, a hawk openly
hostile to the regime in Iran, to Tehran from his position in the State
Department, and that Halliburton succeeded in signing lucrative oil

and gas deals with the Islamic regime In Iran are not accidental.

This context governs the recent standoff between the US and
Iran. Our party has made it very clear that we are firmly against

any external interference in the internal affairs of our country under
any pretext. Our party alongside the entire progressive forces in
the region seeks a Middle East free of weapons of mass destruc
tion in any shape or form. But we cannot fail to point out that while
right-wing governments such as the Sharon government in Israel
and the Pakistani military dictatorship are building stockpiles of
nuclear weapons with the financial and technical assistance of US
and other imperialist powers in our region, the focus of world
attention on Iran's nuclear policy is not only a clear double stan
dard but a cynical ploy and political brinkmanship in line vwth US
plans for " Greater Middle East."

▲ The supreme religious authorit

At the same time our party believes that the reactionary, irre

sponsible and adventurist policies carried out by the Iranian regime

plays.into the hand of the neo-conservatives dominating the Bush
administration who are trying to exploit the volatile situation in the
Middle East and prepare the ground for further intervention.

What is also clear is that the massive international outcry and

the protest by tens of millions of ordinary people has made it
very difficult to embark immediately on another military adven
ture In the region. Keeping the International pressure on,
demanding an immediate end to the occupation of Iraq and a
Persian Gulf free from US military presence and developing the
massive popular peace movement into a lively and influential
political force are clearly key factors in trying to stop another
catastrophe.

&

y and ite security forces hold the power that controls the Iranian government.

PA; What is the present condition of human rights

and democracy in Iran?

TP; Iran has been going through a very eventful eight years, in May

1997, more than 20 million Iranians, despite a tightly controlled and
anti-democratic presidential election where the reactionaries dis
qualified more than 380 other candidates for their lack of full com

mitment to the " Rule of the Supreme Leader," or as we called it
" Velayat Fagieh," rejected the official candidate of the regime and
elected a little known middle-ranking religious figure, Mohammad
Khatami, as president, who promised "reforms, democracy and
civil society." While our party expressed its support for the peo
ple's movement for reforms and change, we made it very clear from
the start that despite Mr. Khatami's optimism about the regime's
potential for reform, the medieval dictatorship ruling Iran under the
banner of the "rule of the supreme religious leader" Is Incapable
of meaningful reforms from the top. The small opening in society
created a tremendous popular force , including the working class,
the students and the youth, women and the intelligentsia, as well

as a broad spectrum of political forces into the arena of struggle.
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This force If organized and united could effectively force the reac
tionary leaders of the regime Into further retreat.

Eight years later, It Is clear even from Mr. Khatami's own admis
sions that they failed to capitalize and seize the historic opportu

nity that presented itself to bring fundamental, democratic and
lasting changes to our country. The problem always was that,
according to Khatami himself, he was not opposed to the regime

but tried to be Its savior. The failure of Khatami and his govern
ment to deliver on their promises created an atmosphere of mis
trust amongst the social forces that backed him and resulted in

the disillusionment of all sections of the popular movement who
played an important role in bringing him to power. The relentless
attack by the security and military forces of the regime controlled

directly by the supreme religious leader, and the arrest and con
tinuous torture and killing of opposition activists made it clear that
the Khatami government has little Influence, If any, in making key
decisions or controlling the real levers of power.

On the socio-economic front, the policies followed by
Khatami's government have been a carbon copy of the policies of
the previous administration and are

based on the directives of the IMF

and the World Bank, The policies
have had disastrous effect on our

country pushing more than 40 per
cent of the population below the
poverty line making life a misery
especially for the working class and
ordinary people,

Khatami's term in office will come

to an end in May 2005 and the right-
wing reactionaries headed by

Khamenei (the supreme religious
leader) are preparing the ground for

a massive purge and a return even
more brutal suppression and total control. During the past year they
first purged all Khatami supporters from the Iranian Parliament in a
sham election, which was boycotted by more than 75 percent of the
population.

Since the election human rights violations in Iran has wors
ened. The closing down of many newspapers and intemet news
sites and the subsequent arrest and torture of writers and jour
nalists Indicates a return to the brutal policies of the past when,
for Instance, In 1989, they massacred more than 5,000 political
prisoners Including hundreds of our party leaders, cadres and
members. The alarming increase in human rights violation Is timed
to create an atmosphere of fear In the country prior to the elec
tion so that the right-wing reactionaries could produce the result
they require,

PA: Can you talk about the danger of religious
fundamentalism as the basis of political power?
Terrorism has acquired new features in today's
world. How does the Tudeh Party see grappling

with this problem?

TP: The Iranian revolution brought fundamental changes to our
country and our region. The anti-dictatorial movement which top

The alarming

pled the Shah's regime and Included almost all the political and
democratic forces In our country was hijacked by fundamentalist

Islamic forces who dreamed about the resurrection of an " Islamic

Empire" covering not only the Middle East. Afghanistan and
Pakistan but also parts of the former Soviet republics.

It is also important to mention that this fundamentalism was
used by imperialism as means of stopping the growth of social
ism and development of progressive alternatives In our region.

It Is not an accident that groups like "Al-{paeda" and Osama bin
Laden as well as the Taliban, rose to prominence by CIA money,
training and backing and the help of the Pakistan intelligence
agency. They were labeled as "freedom fighters" battling com

munists and received billions of dollars of financial support and
other material support from the oil rich Arab states in the Persian

Gulf. Furthermore it Is also clear that the roots of many of so-
called terror attacks lie deep within the Injustice created as a
result of the policies facilitated, and conditions. Imposed by
Imperialism and Its allies. The continuous occupation of the
Palestine and the savage policies of apartheid carried out by suc

cessive Israeli governments

despite worldwide condemnation

fuel the fires of hatred and frus

tration leading to suicide attacks.

It is clear, and as Lenin also clear

ly stated Communists cannot
agree or support terrorism, which
in the final analysis plays Into the
hand of the reactionary forces, but
to deal with terrorism one must

deal with its roots and causes.

We believe that In the Middle

East, it Is the Imperialists, the reac
tionary regimes and forces, the
Israeli ultra-right-wing government

that benefit from war and militarization. In Iraq, Palestine, Iran and
Afghanistan there are strong forces calling for a peaceful road
towards developing a democratic society. Peace Is oniy possible
within the context of a political solution to the problems facing the
Middle East - the past decade has demonstrated very clearly
that military Intervention obstructs rather than fosters the cre

ation of a democratic and popular alternative. The denial of
democracy itself more or less Inevitably leads towards unstable
and violent societies.

Religious fundamentalism In most cases Is characterized by
repression of women and democracy and by the violation of basic
human rights. It is a fact that peace, the creation of conditions In
which the struggle for democracy and socialism is possible, and
the movements for fighting for the rights of women and minorities
are indivisible.

Islamic fundamentalism as a significant trend Is barely 30
years old. The democratic forces in many countries in the Middle
East are deeply rooted in their societies and are potent entities.
Let us not forget that the fate of the struggles waged by the
Tudeh Party of Iran, or the Iraqi, Lebanese, Palestinian or
Algerian communists do have resonance and impact within the
movements for peace and progress in Europe and elsewhere
and vice versa. ■

 increase in
human rights violation is timed
to create an atmosphere of

fear prior to the election so
that the right-wing

reactionaries could produce

the result they require.
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On the morning of January 19th, In
the Ayacucho room of the

Presidential Palace in Caracas,

and with the presence of Venepal
workers and trade-union leaders, Chavez

signed decree no. 3438, which expropriates
Venepal. From now on it will be co-managed

by the workers and the state. This is a very
important victory for the workers of Venepal,

but more than that it is a massive step forward
for the Bolivarian revolution.

Venepal is one of the main producers of
paper and cardboard in Venezuela and its
plant is located in Moron, in the industrial
state of Carabobo. At one point it employed
a total of 1,600 workers, controlled 40 per

cent of the national market and was one of the

"In Venezuela

we are at war,

but not invading
other countries

or violating other
countries'

sovereignty....
We are at war

against misery
and poverty.
-Hugo Chavez

ir

main Latin American producers in this sector.
But the company's management allowed the
paper mill to slowly lose market shares and

revenues. In April 2002, at the time of the
short-lived military coup against Chavez,
some of its main shareholders were present
at the swearing in ceremony for the new, ille

gitimate "president" Pedro Carmona. During
the bosses' lockout against the Chavez gov
ernment in December 2002-January 2003 the

workers resisted attempts by the employers
to paralyze the plant.

In July 2003. the owners declared bank
ruptcy and the workers responded by occupy-
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ing the plant and running production under
workers' control. Rowan Jimenez, a trade-

union activist and member of the action

committee, explained how during the
occupation, "the workers organized pro

duction, broke all productivity records and
reduced unproductive waste to a level
never seen before." After a 77-day long

struggle an uneasy truce was reached.
But that was not to last. On September
7th of last year, the company again

ceased operations and the workers' strug
gle started again.

From the outset of the struggle the

workers adopted the demand for national
ization under workers' control that was

being proposed by the comrades of the
Revolutionary Marxist Current. There were

a number of demonstrations in Moron and

In Caracas, and solidarity actions were

organized by workers In other factories,

"Capitalism
wa nts to

annihilate the

workers... here

we are carrying
out a process of
liberation of the

workers."

-Hugo Chavez

particularly by the Carabobo region of the
newly established trade-union federation,

the UNI,

After months of struggle, finally, on

January 13th, when a delegation of
Venepal workers went to Caracas to
demand a solution, the National

Assembly declared Venepal and its instal
lations to be of "public usefulness and

social interest." This was the prelude for
Chavez signing decree no. 3438. This Is
the result of the struggle and the

resilience of the workers in Venepal who
consciously sought the support of the
local community in their struggle. In his
speech at the signing ceremony. In front
of a large number of Venepal workers and
UNT trade-union leaders, Chavez said

"here we are creating a new model, and

that Is why In Washington they are

angry... our model of development Implies

Spotlight On
Venezuela:
Interview with Omar Sierra

Editor's Note: This Interview was conducted by Karen
Wheeler for Dynamic,The host country for the 16'^ World Festival of Youth

and Students has seen amazing changes over the
past few years. Recently, the US has started to indi
rectly threaten intervention with Venezuela's Intemal

affairs, claiming that the state "supports terrorism." Omar
Sierra, a founding member of the Bollvarian Circles, talks to
Dynamic about people power at woric In Venezuela.

Dynamic: Tell us about the work of the
Bolivarian Circles.

OSj The Bolivarian Circles are one of the types of grassroots
organizations most active in Venezuela. They are community-
based groups working In popular education and community §
Issues. In October 2001, President Chavez called for the ere- I
atlon of the Bolivarian Circles. At that time, the people of |
Venezuela were not as organized as we are today. Now we have |
many different levels of organization: women's committees,
cooperatives in the countryside. Indigenous movements, and
more.

i  ?v / f ,
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a change in the productive apparatus.
The working class must be united,
leam and participate."

Edgar Peha, General Secretary

SUTIP. the oldest worker in Venepal,
took the stage and described their
four month long struggle and the sac

rifices they had had to make. He
explained how the workers had draft

ed a project that proved the company

could be profitable and how this
paved the way for expropriation. Peha
also asked for National Guard protec
tion of the installations, since there

are still those bent on sabotaging
them. He also explained that, when

they resume production, the first
products would be destined for the g
government's social programs g

(Misiones), "for the benefit of the

working class."
▲ President Hugo Chavez
Venezuela to fight poverty,

has instituted reforms In

illiteracy, disease and corruption.

In his intervention, Chavez stated

that capitalism is a model based on
slavery.

and this is why in Washington they
are angry, because we want to liber
ate ourselves from capitalism, in the
same way that they were angry
many years ago with the ideas of
Libertador Simon Bolivar.

Referring to Ccndoieezza Rice's

recent criticisms of Venezuela, he said

that there are good remedies in the
market to cure ulcers, "for those who

might need it." He added that some
might be annoyed at what Is happening
in Venezuela, but "they will continue to

be annoyed by the revolutionary
process, because no one is going to

dislodge us from it." Chavez added
that the "role of the workers in this

The circles are also mass action organizations. During the
attempted coup in 2002, the Bolivarian Circles were in the streets
protecting the neighborhoods and mobilizing people to demon
strate in defense of the constitution. The economic elite in my
country lie about the Bolivarian Circles, calling us armed guerrilla
groups. But people inside Venezuela know the truth.

Nearly 80 percent of the country was
living under the poverty line, even
though Venezuela is a country very

rich in resources, especially oil.

Dynamic: What is the Bolivarian process? How

has Venezuela been changing?

OS: The Bolivarian revolution is a process for social justice that

aims to involve all levels of Venezuelan society. Before
President Chavez was elected, Venezuela was in a critical situ

ation, Nearly 80 percent of the country was living under the
poverty line, even though Venezuela is a country very rich in
resources, especially oil.

Since President Chavez came to power, the goal of the gov
ernment and the people's movements has been to redistribute the
wealth of tfie country to the poor, the excluded, like the working
class, peasants and the indigenous peoples. In this sense, multi
ple social programs have been implemented to empower the peo
ple and help them start building their own future.

In 1999. Chavez called for a constitutional assembly, elected

by the whole country, to reform the constitution. The rewritten
constitution was then approved by popular referendum.

The new constitution states thatthe "latifundio" -the big con

centration of land in just a few hands - is against the social inter

ests of the majority of the population, and endangers the country's
food security. The constitution also guarantees full rights for the
Indigenous peoples of Venezuela.

A major achievement of the women's movement In Venezuela
was the Incorporation of an article in the new constitution stating
that household work is like any other work, and entitles house

workers to social security with retirement and pension.
The constitution also protects our natural resources, such as

the natural gas and the oil, by forbidding privatizations and ensur
ing the state's majority stake in joint ventures. It is Important to
emphasize that the oil industry was In the hands of the elite until
the Bolivarian government and nationalist workers took over total

control after the oil lockout sponsored by executives and man
agers during December 2002 - February 2003. Now, the rev
enues of the oil industry are being used to finance social missions
and development programs.

Of course, you can have a beautiful constitution, but if you
don't put it to work, it is just words on a piece of paper!

Dynamic: So how is the constitution put Into

effect? For instance, what changes have
happened in health and education?

OS: The government is investing a huge amount of resources in
human capital. Under the old government, poor people were dying
from preventable diseases because of lack of access to health
care. A new program called "Barrio Adentro" (Inside the Barrio)
has placed doctors in the most impoverished communities.
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model is fundamental and this is the dif

ference between this model and the

capitalist model." He emphasized that

"it is necessary to change the produc
tive relations."

"Capitalism wants to annihilate the
workers... here we are carrying out a
process of liberation of the workers,

and this is why they are annoyed in

Washington." Paraphrasing Lenin,
Chavez said,

neolibera! capitalism is the highest
stage of capitalist madness." "In
Venezuela we are at war, but not

invading other coufjtries or\nolating
other countries' sovereignty... here

we are at war against misery and
poverty."

He explained that the recovery of

factories on the part of the state is

amoiiEn
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A Venezuelan workers fought the corruption and
collaborationism of the old trade union confederation

and are rebuilding their movement.

aimed at changing the conditions of
exploitation the workers have been sub

mitted to by the capitalist model and the
recovery of the country's industrial
capacity. He added that these new com

panies should not be viewed through
the lens of state capitalism, but rather
as co-management. "We must not fear

the workers since they are the soul of

the companies."
Chavez also announced the "recov

ery" of a maize processing plant and all

of the basic industries in Guyana (this
means the massive SIDOR steelworks

amongst others). Though he said that
"today's expropriation of Venepal is an
exceptional measure... we are not going
to take away land, if it is yours it is

yours." he was also clear that "any fac
tories closed or abandoned, we are

going to take them over. All of them."

Now there are around 20,000 Cuban doctors, as well as

nurses and sport trainers, who are providing absolutely free
health care in the poor neighborhoods throughout the coun
try. Many Venezuelan doctors are now being trained in Cuba.
They are being educated in a system that sees medicine as
a social issue, not a profit-making venture.

The government's investment in education has been

huge. The new Bollvarian schools provide free lunch, break
fast, snack and after school programs. Also, poor and work
ing people are receiving economic incentives to stay in
school and to finish school, so they won't leave for econom
ic reasons.

The Boiivarian University is another new institution that has
opened up access to education; the main requirement forget
ting in is coming from a working-class or low-Income family.

Around 1.3 million people have gained reading and writ
ing skills through a national literacy campaign. New neigh
borhood-based "missions,' which began with the literacy
campaign, are helping people to finish school and to enter the
Boiivarian University with financial aid.

I want to give you one more recent example: The land law.
In many cases in Venezuela the landowner has obtained the
land illegally or has a fake property title. Several govemors
in my country, as well as President Chavez himself, have put
a huge amount of land under government investigation, to
check out its status. The ultimate goal is to end the latifun-
dio completely.

Many landowners stand against any challenge to the lati-
fundio, and they have a huge influence in the media. But the
fact is that the land should belong to the people who are work
ing in it, and the landowners will receive fair compensation for |
the land-

5a

A People to Bush: "Don't mess with Venezuela!"
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"I,invite the workers' leaders

to follow on this path." he said.
This is a clear appeal to workers in

other factories who were also

involved in the struggle of the

occupied factories in July-August
2003, like the CNV. Fenix,

Industrial de Perfumes, CODIMA,

among others. Workers in these
factories have already started to
remobilize.

This is without doubt a massive

step forward in the right direction.
But it must also be extended to all

those other sectors of the econo

my that are under monopoly and
imperialist control. This should
include the banking system (which is Annan,
largely in the hands of the two
Spanish multinationals), the telecommuni
cations sector (in the hands of US multina-

▲ Pres

y

ident Hugo Chavez is greeted by UN Secretary General

tionals), the food distribution sector (in the

hands of a couple of Venezuelan companies

owned by known coup organizers)
and others.

This needs to be done, as in

the caseofVenepal, under work

ers' control. In this way the whole
economy could be planned to the
benefit of the majority of working
people. This would be the only

way of guaranteeing the final vic
tory of the revolution. Workers'

control or management, if it

remains isolated in one single
company, cannot, in the longer
term, fundamentally solve the

problem. Through its own experi
ence, the Bolivarian revolution

lofi has come up against the wall of
capitalism. Now it needs to break it
down and move to a democratical

ly planned socialist economy in order to
win the war against poverty and misery. ■

Dynamic: How do ordinary citizens take part in
these reform efforts?

OS: Participatory democracy - Venezuelans organizing them
selves to advocate for and fulfill their own needs - is the back

bone of the Bolivarian process.
One example is the local councils of public planning, which are

elected directly by the community. Mayors are now required
under law to get the approval of the local council for any kind of
development program, because politicians should not be the only
ones who decide what to do with the community's resources.

In the shantytowns around the cities, which usually lack
plumbing and sewers, new urban land committees are working on
planning and Infrastructure in the neighborhood. The government
is regularizing the possession of land, giving people titles to pub
lic land where they have lived for years, so they can get access
to low-Interest loans for development projects.

Also, in order for a neighborhood to get a doctor through the
Barrio Adentro program, the community has to organize a health
committee. Of course this is all a process of leaming and deep
ening democracy. These programs are about community partici
pation. but with the government's help. I think the attempted coup
against Chdvez energized the people even more to form organi
zations in every kind of community and around every kind of issue
that affects them.

The peasants are also creating cooperatives to put to produce
the land collectively and workers are also taking part of the
•Bolivarian process. Recently, after a long struggle, one of the
biggest paperfactories in Venezuela-Venepal-has been nation
alized under workers' control.

Dynamic; What's the current political situation?

OS: After President Chavez won the referendum, it was a huge
setback for the opposition. They really believed that they had the

majority of the population with them.
The opposition again faced a setback in the regional elections

a few months later. Pro-Chavez governors won 20 out of 22
provincesl Part of the opposition has been rethinking their ideas
and trying to regroup. They are realizing that trying to overthrow
Chavez only made him more popular!

However, that is not a reason for the people to let down our
guard. The opposition is made up of the country's elites, and they
still have huge economic power. They control the media and they
have international connections, and sooner or later they wll
regroup.

Dynamic: Venezuela is making a major contribu
tion to friendship and solidarity between young

people by hosting the 16^^^ World Festival of
Youth and Students this year.

OS: I'm very excited about the festival! Festival participants will
have the chance to see how Venezuelans are looking for our own
model of development; the cooperatives, the local councils, the
Barrio Adentro program, the missions, the indigenous develop
ment groups, the factories under workers' control... In short, it
will be a chance to learn about how we are struggling to carry on
the Bolivarian revolution.

Also, we cannot ignore the power of the media and how It
has been brain washing people in the US. Young people com
ing for the festival will see for themselves what's happening in
our country, and compare that with what the media says.
Definitely, it will be a wonderful experience that will disappoint
no one. ■
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PROBLEMS IN MARXISM

On the Inevitability
of Socialism
By Thomas Riggins

Are the contradictions, described by Marx. In the capital
ist mode of production only overcome by the establish
ment of socialism as a higher
form of production? Marxists

have always believed that the answer to

this question is "yes."
Does this mean, then, that socialism

is inevitable? This, I think, is a different

question entirely, and the answer to this
question is " no." Many critics of Marxism

have, however, confused these two ques

tions and have maintained that Marxists

hold that socialism is "inevitable."

There are certainly quotes to be found in Marx, Engels and
Lenin which could lead one to that conclusion. In the Communist

Manifesto, for example, we are told "the victory of the proletariat"
is "inevitable." Also, in the preface to the first German edition pf
Cap/fa/Marx says, regarding the laws of capitalist production, that
they work "with iron necessity towards inevitable results." And

Capitalism may inevitability
break down-but the

question is - is socialism
the inevitable result of the

capitalist breakdown?

Engels, in his 1886 preface to the English edition of Capital, wrote,
"at least in Europe, England is theonly country where the inevitable

social revolution might be effected entire

ly by peaceful and legal means." So we
have here mention of inevitable victory,
inevitable results, and an inevitable social

revolution.

Lenin also seems to subscribe to the

notion of inevitability. In an article he
wrote in 1914 C'Karl Marx") for The

Granat Encyclopedia (Collected Works.
vol. 21) he wrote that Marx deduces the

inevitability of the transformation of cap
italist society into socialist society wholly and exclusively from the
economic law of the development of contemporary society.

And further. "The proletariat's struggle against the bour
geoisie... inevitably becomes a political struggle directed
towards the conquest of political power by the proletariat ('the
dictatorship of the proletariat')."
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This same notion of "Inevitability" pops up six years later in 1920 ('"Left
Wing' Communism an Infantile Disorder," Collected Works, vol. 3 ?) when Lenin
writes apropos of the Russian Revolution; "At the present moment in history,
however, it is the Russian model that reveals to all countries something - and

something highly significant - of their near and inevitable future."
Eighty-five years down the road, and in a new century, if not a new historical

epoch, we may be permitted to have a different outlook on what the "near
future" bodes and perhaps doubt the accuracy of Lenin's words. Eighty-five
years is a long time considered from the point of view of an individual, but from
an historical perspective we may, nevertheless, still be waiting for that "near
future." But what we are interested in determining is if we are talking about an
"inevitable" future.

In an attempt to answer this question, 1 will rely on the speculations of
Istvan Meszaros, an Anglo-Hungarian philosopher, who deals with this issue
in his Beyond Capital: Towards a Theory of Transition.

Within the system of capitalism there are inevitabilities it makes sense to
talk about. For example, as capital expands globally it seeks out the cheapest
possible labor market and attempts to reduce as much as possible the neces
sary labor time it takes to create its products.

These actions result in a redundancy of workers - an increase in the num
bers of the unemployed, because unnecessary, workers. Thus the growth of a
surplus population Is an inevitable result (all things being equal) of the inner work
ings of the capitalist system. The system also leads to monopoiy and imperial
rivalries and war. This is just how the system works.

It is not this type of inevitability we are seeking to determine. Capitalism may
inevitability break down - but the question is - is socialism the inevitable result
of the capitalist breakdown? It is one thing to say that socialism is the inevitable
logical solution to the problems of capitalism, but quite another to hold that it is
the historically inevitable solution - that is, that it will really come about.

Meszaros quotes the late Hungarian Marxist Georg Lukacs who wrote The
objective economic evolution could do no more than create the position of the
proletariat in the production process. It was this position that determined its
point of view. But the objective evolution could only give the proletariat the
opportunity and the necessity to change society. Any transformation can only
come about as the product of the free-action of the proletariat itself." The work
ers have the opportunity to move towards socialism - but there is no guaran
tee they will take it.

Meszaros also quotes Marx's remark from his famous preface to A
Contribution to a Critique of Political Economy. In this work Marx maintains
that humanity only confronts the task it can solve (or must solve), "when the
material conditions for its solution are already present or at least in the
process of formation."

But to "confront" a task is not the same as "solving" it. According to
Meszaros this means that Marx realized that socialism is not inevitable. He con
cludes that deducing from this preface, as some have, the "vulgar-fatalist view
that Marx was maintaining that socialism was therefore inevitable "is nothing
short of preposterous."

Meszaros claims that the best Marxists can hope for is to analyze economic
reality and state the case for the workers being the only agency or social force
capable of "eradicating capital." But, "if that agency proves to be unequal to
the task there can be no hope for the socialist project."

Therefore, the use of the term "inevitability" with respect to the estab
lishment of socialism by Marx, Engels and Lenin should, I conclude, be seen
as hyperbole, or more as an optimistic assessment of the future than as an
absolute claim of an historically necessary outcome. There is always the pos
sibility put forth in the Communist Manifesto of "the common ruin of the con
tending classes."!
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W Stands for Women
Fighting Back:
Interview with Rita Haley

Editor's note; Rita Haley works for NY

state NOW. This interview was

conducted by Dan Margolis.

PA: How did you became active

in the movement for women's

equality?

RH: I have been active since 1975. I actu

ally got into it sort of sideways. 1 started out

in college as a math major, and then decid

ed that 1 didn't really want to be a mathe-
nnatician. I was in a graduate program, and
took my master's in math and applied psy
chology, and one of the interesting cours

es was the psychology of women. That was
the beginning of my feminism, as my con
sciousness was raised through reading.
Those were the days that we were in the

ERA fight, it was the ERA that drew me in

aid was truly my passion. One of the first
t)ig actions that I coordinated, after being a
member for only two years, was the walk-
a-dion in Pittsburgh to raise money for the
ERA. We raised several thousand dollars,
which for Pittsburgh in those days was a lot
of money. I went on to chair an ERA task-

force for Pennsylvania NOW, and then

became an officer in Pennsylvania NOW. I

remained active with peaks and valleys In
terms of the level of my activism, and ob\n-

ously the past two years have been a peak.

PA: What was the atmosphere

like back then?

RH: One of the things people who are
younger don't realize is that even though

we didn't win the ERA, we really changed

the social outlook. We changed the cul

ture. I remember when people just thought
it was normal and acceptable to pay
women less then men and there were sex-

segregated help-wanted ads. It was help
wanted for women and help wanted for
men. Ail the good jobs were for men. and
all the receptionists, manicurists and sec-

FACE^aOA^
TIti; l-ACU OF WOMt-N'S ftlGH fS

retary jobs were for women. Now people
would think that that was an outrage -
which it Is - but we didn't have that con

sciousness then. We really changed the

outlook: of course women should be

allowed into all schools, education should

be equal, and women should get equality
and sports opportunities in their education.
Before the-ERA fight started, all those

things were just accepted as "Oh, yeah,
that's just how It's supposed to be."

PA: What's your take on the

past year or so?

RH: NOW and many other organizations In
the women's movement had the 1.5 million

March for Women's Lives, that of course

received less coverage than the 750,000

male Promise Keepers march. It certainly
was a monumental event with exciting and
wonderful speakers.

And then, for NOW-New York City, one
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of the big things we did was our Code
Red: Stop the Bush Agenda protest
demonstration in Central Park during the
Republican National Convention. That was
a highlight of my presidency on a person

al level. As far as I know it was the largest

demonstration that the chapter ever held,

because we had 15,000 people participat
ing. We didn't stop; we just kept going.
We went into a campaign of sending post
cards to Kerry and Bush. We had blue

postcards and red postcards asking both
of them to bring reproductive rights and
emergency contraception to the forefront.
We can take some credit for the fact that

Kerry did. in the final presidential debate.

We're not going to wait
eight years from now or
two years from now to
start working on the

elections; we're

thinking about it from
the get-go.

He really did talk about women's rights. Of
course, that was not all NOW-New York

City's doing, but we certainly helped and
were a force.

Of course the outcome was disap
pointing to ail feminists and progressives.

NOW-NYC did everything we could. I
know on a personal level that I did every
thing I could, so there's no feeling of, "if I'd
only done more." That does make the loss
somehow go down smoother, because 1
don't have regrets. I have regrets at the
outcome, but not at our behavior.

I think NOW and myself in particular
are very practical and down-to-earth. I am
already thinking about what we need to be
doing going forward. We had an outrage
demonstration on December 18, 2004 to

express anger at the disenfranchisement
and the apparent election fraud.

Our activists will go forward and con
tinue working on both feminist causes and
what we need to do to make sure that pro
gressives start doing better in elections. In
fact we set up a state-level election reform

task force. We're not going to wait eight
years from now or two years from now to
start working on the elections: we're think
ing about it from the get-go.

PA: With all of that action and

movement, how did we lose in

November?

RH: I attribute it to some inappropriate
actions on the electoral front in terms of

polling places having insufficient machines,
having machines that seem to have been
fixed or were working wrong. In a county
that has a few hundred people, you can't
have thousands of people voting for Bush.

Clearly the decision was made to disen
franchise people. Many votes were not
counted, and it's not even possible to count
the votes of the people who couldn't stand
on line for ten hours. I know I couldn't stay
for ten hours. Most people can't stay that
long, whether for physical reasons or
because they have to go to work.
We have less to spend on political

work because the right wing is forcing us
to pay more for social welfare.
Progressives are paying for it instead of
their political needs. I just heard several
progressive millionaires were setting up a
$100 million think tank, but compared to
the right, $100 million is Just a drop in the
bucket. Progressives need to start to think
about whether it is more important to help
people a little today, or to get power so we
can keep on helping them for a longer peri
od of time, I'm an activist so you know

what my view would be.

PA: Whiat are the prospects for

the next four years?

RH: I actually don't like to think about four
more years of Bush. 1 find it beyond dis
couraging. It seems that unless we really
get our act together and are out on the
streets doing everything we can to ensure
that we have a fair election process, we

will get nothing that we want. Why would
anybody give us anything we want if they
know that they are going to get selected
in there? They know that if "John" con
trols the election process and who wins,
all I have to do is make John happy. I don't
have to worry about any of my con
stituents. So I'm going to do what John

wants me to do. It's very discouraging to
rne in terms of how we're going to get any
thing done. If you don't have filibusters,
then how do you deal with the Supreme
Court justices? Even with filibusters, look
how hard it was to get even one senator
to stand up and complain and challenge
the Ohio electoral votes. There were plen
ty of people in the House. I admire Barbara
Boxer, but there's going to be a tremen
dous campaign to get rid of her.

PA: Do you think the coalition
that emerged in the run up to
the election can make a differ
ence now?

RH: It depends on what we do with this
coalition. There's hope if we can stay uni
fied and start coordinating our efforts and
have a good strategic plan. The most
essential thing is for us to be making sure
that the voting system is fair, and that we
need to come up with an overall plan for
doing that. There needs to be some type
of alliance of progressive organizations
that is balanced in terms of the population,
some way of having it fairly distributed. I
don't even have a concept yet of how to
do that. I've been thinking about having
some sort of an alliance of progressive
organizations where there're regular meet
ings, which is what conservatives have

been doing for 40 years, and determining
strategy. Once you determine strategy,
you find out who's doing what. If we'd had
that this time, we could have really poured
people into Ohio within a day or two of the
elections to be in the street and really
being demanding a fair recount and not
have to wait until Jesse Jackson goes in.
We should have all been sending every
body who was available to Ohio, There's
hope because we saw this outgrowth, I
Just want to see it better coordinated and

that we work together and not see what
typically happens: the success of the right
wing in using divide and conquer tactics
which they are so skilled at doing.

PA: The prospects are daunting.

RH: It's more than daunting; it's terrifying.

If you look at the history of Nazi Germany
you see the parallels even down to the
Patriot Act - they had their own Patriot
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Act. It wasn't called that, but It gave all

kinds of power to the government and
took power away from the people. It was

terrifying, because It was so close to what

our Patriot Act is. Once you have that
power, you can put your opponents In jail.

There are reasons to be really frightened,

but not to let ourselves be immobilized by
our fears. To recognize that what we need

Is to stop spending time being afraid, angry
or depressed and get determined. We

have to figure out our marching orders and
start marching,

PA: Is Roe v. Wade doomed?

RH: No, The Roe v. Wade decision didn't

just happen because the courts decided
"Oh gee, we really think this Is fair," It
took an enormous amount of political
pressure. As some NOW people I know
say, "Judges look out their window, too."

Even judges appointed for life respond to

political pressure. They don't

want to go down in history as
being jerks that stood In the

way of progress.

PA: The huge anti-Bush

movement Is a victory
in itself, but is there

anything else that you

can point to as some

thing we won in the

elections?

RH: We have cut into the con

trol that conservatives have In

the New York State Senate.

That's really important because

they'll be voting on some
important pieces of legislation,
including on the voting
machines, reproductive rights
issues, and other Issues like

violence against women and

these horrendous custody bat
tles in which battered women

are losing custody of their chil
dren because their batterers

have a lot of money. We get a

lot of heartbreaking letters, and

I  assume NOW-New York

State will be working on that.

We've always done family law,
I just think we're going to need
to make sure we encompass

this area. 1 think that there's a good chance
for success. 1 see that we had some vic

tories and some successes, but that's

more within the state, not nationally, I think

that's partially because we were all mobi
lized to turn out and vote, and the more

people who vote the more likely you are to
get a Democrat than a Republican In office,
because New York has more Democrats

than Republicans, So yes I do see some
short-term victories that can be used as

leverage for various measures that we'd
like to see,

PA: What about short-term vic

tories?

RH: We're coming up to the mayoral races
here in New York City, and I think New
Yorkers are very angry with Bloomberg,
because of the whole way he handled the

RNC, We didn't want them here, and then

he comes and puts people in jail because

we were protesting? We were not even

allowed to use our own city: people had to
leave their apartments because nobody

could get mail or food. It was just totally

inappropriate behavior, and It shouldn't
have happened, I'm sure that In the long
run It cost us a lot more money than we
could ever have gotten because of the

cost of security that the city provided. The
masses of police that were out. many of
whom didn't like Bush any more then we

did. but they were on the police force. I
mean It was terrifying. I walked out, and
they were all over the city. I felt like I was
In a city under siege. You felt like another

terrorist attack had happened and no one
had told you about it.

You have to make sure

that there are enough
seats on the train, so

that nobody has to fight
about where they are
on the line to get on the
train.

PA: So what do we do now?

RH: I think that we really have our work cut

out for us. But if I thought there was no
hope, I'd be planning to go to Italy-I decid
ed on there because it's warmer - but I'm

staying here because there is a lot to do.
We just have to work hard, and work

together. Put aside any petty politics. Find
ways to make sure that we stay true to
each other. A good friend of mine, another
NOW person, says that you have to make
sure that there are enough seats on the
train, so that nobody has to fight about

where they are on the line to get on the
train. The way that we're made to fight with

each other Is to keep the pie small, so that
we're fighting over who should get a sliv
er. if the pie were as big as it should be,
and it were equally shared, we'd all have a
good amount, and we could all go off and

be happy. This is the richest country In the
world, yet we have homeless people
sleeping on the street. ■

66 Political Affairs



SHORT STORY

The Wolf
By Karl Mundstock,Translated by Joan Becker
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SHORT STORY

Searching without map or compass for the tracks of his platoon that led
behind the Soviet front lines. Lechner lost his way in the white night in

which harmless snowdrifts turned into blackish humps in the moon's

shadow and snow-covered humps into harmless snowdrifts when the

moon shone on them. In the morning he had no idea where he was in the ups and

downs of what all looked like the same hills and valleys. There was no smoke, no

tent, no line of trenches to be seen, nothing but a rolling, flickering void in which,

here and there, a green-covered crag showed up blackish against the southern

slopes. Gullies hollowed out the snow blanket. He broke through into water holes.

Marching through snow that melted by day and froze to a pitted crust at night wore

him out. Feeling sure that he would quickly meet a Soviet unit, Lechner had eaten

his provisions in, two days. He shot a grouse to pieces with a volley from his sub
machine gun. When he tried to light a fire to roast it his lighter gave out. The raw

meat resisted his teeth. He still had his iron ration, and he divided it up to last for
another two days. It could hardly take longer than that to contact the Red Army. On
the evening of the fourth day he scraped the last shreds of pork out of the tin. He

still did not reckon with starving or freezing to death, but he made up his mind to
make the remaining mouthful of hard biscuit last for the next two days. He lived
through the first night in which hunger kept him awake, tossing and turning,
wrapped in a blanket and a piece of tent canvas, on a patch of moss at the foot of

a steep, snow-covered mountainside, and dreaming of steaming bowls of Tyrolean

noodles and great plates of mushroom omelette followed by a huge bowl of lentils
that he spooned up more and more ravenously. Every night after that, and later on
in his daydreams as well, his gluttonous gobbling ended up with this brimful,
never-ending bowl, for he did not care for stewed fruit or other sweet things. His
mossy bed was sheltered from the wind by the branches of bent-over birches hud
dled together for protection and warmth. In the morning he chewed leaf buds and
spat them out. He could not bring himself to swallow them. He abandoned his

ammunition belt and his bread pouch with the hand grenades in it. On the fifth

evening he heard a grey wolf howling near by, he saw the eyes gleaming in the dark
but his volley only sprayed up snow. He seemed to have forgotten that he could
also fire single shots with his submachine gun. His strength waned faster than his
rations. On the sixth night he shot at the wolf again and missed it. He stayed pros
trate until well into the forenoon the next day. On this, the seventh day, he only
crept forward step by step.

When he looked back about midday, he saw the wolf on his track, its snout to
the ground. The wolf was yellowish-grey with dark spots on its head. Its flanks were
shrunken, the matted fur on its breast turned to bristles towards the neck. Its bushy
tail trailed in the snow. It squatted down on its haunches, yawned so that Lechner

could see its yellow fangs between its rosy jaws, and uttered a mournful cry. The
war had frightened away the herds of reindeer. They were his food. Only the leap

ing snow hares with their underground hiding places and the flighty grouse that flut

tered away before his nose into the bushes still lived their anxious lives in his hunt

ing grounds, making a fool of him, the hungry tundra wolf hunting alone in the

spring. Lechner shot twice more. The third time he scrabbled up some earth to rest
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his gun on. White needles pricked his eyes and he saw the wolf, fiickeringly now,

through blinding tears, creeping nearer, step by step through the day. foot-lengths
nearer every hour, his wretched snout and tail trailing in the snow. On the evening

of the seventh day he came to a region he thought hp had seen before, although .

the white needles now pricked his eyes constantly. He followed a track not yet oblit
erated by the change from thaw to freezing, so that he could see it through his
snow glasses in spite of the painful flickering. He thought he must have wandered

up into the southern sector of the Litsa front - weak, snow-blind, without a com
pass - hundreds of miles straight to the north. "So it's the same old thing." he mur

mured, for he had got into the habit of talking to himself. "So you can start all over

again, you can't get away from yourself, you're stuck with yourself. Nobody's going

to do it for you. Your place is with your own chaps, the Rosskopf platoon is your
job, you'll have to live or die with it. Ha I my friend, you wanted to make things eas
ier for yourself, you swine, you wanted to have it easier, didn't you?" He found a

slope free of snow, a mossy patch, a little copse of budding birches. When he lay
down he felt his bread pouch with the hand grenades in it at his back. "So you've
been going round in a circle, always back to where you started from, that's it." he
murmured, laughing wildly and. raising himself with a groan, threw the hand
grenades one after another into a swampy puddle. A fountain squirted up after each

explosion. Clumps of marsh flew through the air with the splinters. Lechnerwas too
weak to crush the percussion caps with the butt of his submachine gun, so he
chucked his re-found ammunition belt into the puddle, too. He scratched under the

snow in search of berries, shoved moss into his mouth, tried to cat birch-leaf buds

again and after he had vomited up again and again everything he tried to swallow,

he gobbled up the last hard biscuit that was his ration for the next day. He dropped

off to sleep with an indifferent glance at the wolf's gleaming eyes, now nearer than
ever: the wolf stretched out. raised his snout, ran his tongue over his lips and

howled his misery to the stars. Lechner woke up and saw the wolf five paces away,

on his haunches, the spittle running down from his mouth into the bristles and
snarls of his fell. Was it an animal with his own human feelings - hunger, love, lone

liness, longing for company? Lechner felt as light as a feather, free of the pangs of
hunger, he need only rise and fly away from the deserts of the earth. He would cer
tainly hit him if he shot now. But on the point of doing it his index finger slipped off
the trigger. The thin volley tore a bloody strip in the animal's fell. If he had been
capable of a clear thought in the black world behind his snow glasses, Lechner
would have cursed himself for destroying the hand grenades and the reserve

ammunition. If he had been capable of it. with his confused brain and the pain of the
white needies, he would have sworn to keep his last three shots until the moment

when the wolf — or man — was certain to leap. But the human animal or animal man

waited a mass of greed for living fiesh, a mass of skin and bone. His deadly enemy's

hands could still hold the thundering pipe. Lechner abandoned his skis: they had

become leaden weights on his feet. He marched on before daybreak. Marched! Not
looking for a path behind dark glasses through the flickering slits of his bloodshot
eyes, no, feeling his way across the next couple of yards of gleaming white, he
dragged himself a few steps farther, fell on his knees, crawled a stretch, then
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dragged himself up again, walked bravely a few yards farther, sank down in the

squelching snow, dragged himself along by the green brush and managed to cover

five miles or so from dawn till dark through a valley sheltered from the wind, to a

Lapland hut made of clods of earth. Here he scrabbled up'a small pile of bones from

the hearth and gnawed them clean of leathery scraps of muscle. He could not chew

them. He gathered the bones together under him before the eyes of the lurking wolf

at the entrance hole. Then he gloried in dumplings swimming in mutton stew, twined

spaghetti round a fork, but that was too slow and he shoved it into his mouth with

his fists and the fat dripped out of the corners of his mouth. In between he saw the

wolf's fangs gleaming between its rosy jaws. After that it was lentils, just plain

lentils, that he spooned up out of the ever-brimming bowl. The queer thing was that

his hunger grew the more he gobbled out of the brimming bowl, whose steaming,

glorious-smelling contents never got less. Night fell, the eyes gleamed at the

entrance hole, and then platoon commander Rosskopf was there, he drank

schnapps in gurgling swigs, without stopping, and threw the empty bottles out of

the window. He - or the wolf - had shoved his chest through the hole, crept half a

pace further in and Lechner could almost have grabbed him. He would have to get
him alive, he thought, and take him home to the zoo. Then your name will be on the

plate: "Canis lupus rosskopf, Lapland, presented by Lance Corporal Lechner,

141st Mountain Infantry Regiment." He cowered back the half pace that the wolf-
or Rosskopf - had advanced into the hut. He knelt down, and through the burning

slits between his swollen eyelids, through the night of his snow glasses, he

searched in the twilight seeping in through the hole the shape of the schnapps-

drinking wolf who had just thrown the empty bottles through the window.

When Rosskopf leapt, the gun was between him and the living flesh, breastbone
pressed against the mouth of it, the flame bit into him, the thunder drove him back.

Lechner pressed the trigger while Rosskopf, with buming eyes, crept towards him
on his belly. In a last flare-up of the will to live he pressed the trigger wildly with his
index finger. The hammer clicked in the empty gun. Rosskopf, bleeding, still tried to

leap, but at each effort blood spurted out of his chest. Inch by inch he crept nearer
his deadly enemy. Lechner was too weak to hit him. too weak to escape him.

Whoever gave in first would be the other's prey.

Towards midday Lechner stared out over Rosskopf in his death throes at the
shimmering glaze of the rolling desert and saw his last mirage in that desolate end

of the world. He wanted to curse, shake his fist, draw his pukko - but all he could

do was to crouch down on all fours, a brother to the wolf, and turn his blind face up
to the shadow moving towards the entrance hole. He and Rosskopf, who was dying,
rolled over together, then, as the first shadow bent down to the hole, a remnant of

his dying consciousness suggested that the Red Army men had come...,

"Tovarishchi." he tried to say, but he saw and heard and said no more.
Along with the unconscious mountain infantryman, the scout patrol summoned

by the sharp tack-tack of the salvoes, brought back to the first-aid station behind the

German-Finnish line the skull and fell of a wolf that the raving man had called

"Rosskopf."
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SHORT STORY

The Choo-Choo Train
By Nancy RobinsonThe dry brown sycamore leaves were drifting gently from the trees as the sun sani<

toward Mountain Creek Lake. The temperature was a perfect sixty-eight degrees
and the sky so clear it seemed to sparkle. We had loaded the luggage in the old
black and white "57 Oldsmobile and settled the children in to the back seat for the

drive to Union Station and the beginning of a new adventure for them. This was their first time
to ride a "choo-choo" train.

I was apprehensive, an attitude taught to me yeare earlier by my mother. She was always
worried. She was afraid that we'd miss the bus or train or that our papers wouldn't be in order

or that her hat would be "wrong." These horrible things never seemed to happen, but she
believed that it was best to be emotionally prepared. I had tried to prepare my two, three, and
four-year old children for a long train ride away from Daddy. I didn't know whether or not they
understood, but they did seem to realize that they were going on the "choo-choo" train.

Tom, the eldest, was on his very best behavior. His excitement was visible in his controlled

motions. A hand would reach of Its own volition to touch something. He would see it and pull

ft back. The feet would wander off to allow the eyes to inspect some new visual wonder In
the huge train station, and he'd notice and direct them back to the group.

On the other hand, Dick, the second child, had no such scruples. As usual, when he saw

something that he wanted to touch or hold, he did just that - quickly, preventing anyone from

intercepting him. Keeping ahead of Dick was a constant challenge.

The baby Harriet was confined in my arms, so she was no problem. Her sparkling, blue

eyes seemed to take in everything around her, promising a lively time with her when she
became mobile.

We purchased our tickets and walked through the station, down the long tunnel to the

trains. The youngsters were subdued at the sight of the passenger car, much larger than they

had imagined- They were delighted to find that the tracks came right inside the building, and

they were awed by the size of the wheels which were as high as the baby was tall.

The conductor, impressive in his blue uniform and gold braid, leaned down and assisted

Tom up the high steps, then offered his hand to Dick, who, for once in his life, stood absolute
ly still- The combination of the strange man in blue, the giant step, and the glimmering steel

monster had overwhelmed this child. I carried him into the car. Harriet was quite pleased to be

transported by the friendly conductor.

After the children were settled in their seats there was a moment of quiet as the Silver

Eagle glided almost silently down the gleaming twin rails leaving the old station. I pondered

the improvements In rail travel since 1 was a child. This passenger car was conditioned with

clean, filtered air, its temperature thermostatically regulated. The lights were bright, and the
windows were sparkling. The streamlined engine put out no black puffs of coal-dust filled
smoke, and It traveled smoothly, without the jerk-chug-jerk-chug of the old locomotive.

My reverie was Interrupted by an anguished cry from Tom, and I looked up to see tears

rolling down his suddenly sad little face. Surprised, 1 asked him, "What's wrong. Tommy?"

His reply gave me some food for thought, as my choice of words in explaining this trip had
caused disappointment for my child.

"It doesn't go 'choo-choo,'" was his answer. ■
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