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\Mhat Happened in France

An Interview With [arl Winter*

How rpould you charac'teriae the present political situation in FranceP

The recent events-the student sit-ins and the general strike-were
the outgrowth of a long accumulation of grievances on the part of the
workers, both in the cities and the countrysidg and among the stu-

dents and intellectuals, These were aggravated by the domestic policies
of the de Gaulle regime, which were increasingly rnarked by the
bypassing of popular needs and demands, by the imposition of per-
sonal rule and growing repression against expressions of popular
disoontent. De Gaulle himself had been compelled repeatedly to take
note of the widespread dissatisfaction, and had repeatedly prornised
improvements in living stand,ards and in the educational system if
only the people would leave things to him.

AII this created an explosive situation. However, the elements o{
a revolutionary situation were not yet present-a situation in which
the ruling class cannot continue to rule in the old w'ay and in which
there is widespread determination to change the systena among the
people. While I was in France I visited shops and talked to workers.
I walked the streets, read posters and talked to people. I spoke to
people on the staff of l'Humanite who had participated in important
editorial and Party conferences. And all that I learned seems to me
to bear out completely that there is not a revolutionary situation in
France today, that these classical requirements are not present. Of
course, such a situation may be created as a result of further events.
But that's another rnatter.

What led to the si,t.i,ns at the SorbonneP What toere the aims and. de-
mand"s of those roho took part in themP

The French educational system is among the rnost antiquated in
Western Europe. The universities are governed by a traditional pro-
fessorial system with no participation by the instructors or students.
The examination system is designed not to test b,ut to weed out stu-
dents. After spending years of their lives in the university, many are
flulked out. Having used up their resources at the university, they are

*Carl 'W'inter was on the scene in France as a correspondent fot The
Worker.
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then unable to enter a profession and are at an age when it is already
dificult to enter a trade.

It should also be known that only 10 per cent of the university
students come from working-class familiei. Even though tuition is
free, rnany can't afford to spend their time that way. They have to
supplement the family income, or they are dbterred by the high cost
of living and textbootr<s and by the various fees they must pay.

A movement developed among teachers and students for the m,oder-
nization and democratization of the university structure. They called
for democratic participation in shaping the curriculum and in the
selectio r of instructors, for the abolition of the examination system
and its replacement by a system of tests as ongoing checks of student
progress, and for a system of loans and scholarships.

After repressive police actions against student demonstrations in
early May, a fresh wave of meetings and dlemands to,ok place. Finally,
after numerous po ice beatings of students on the campuJthe sorbonne
sit-in was launched, followed by the similar occupation of univer-
sities around the country. These student strikes, whioh called for a
revolutionary transformation of the educational system, captured the
imagination of great numbers of people throughout the country.

- 
At this point the various Leftist elements entered the picture, using

the occasion to equate the sit-ins with social revolutiory which they
saw as taking place within the halls of the universities. Their demands
were vague and abstract, and were oouched in terms of "revolution."
?hey had nothing speciffc to say about reorganization or concrete
changes in the educational system. They did speak of Sving stu,,illents
a voice in selection o{ instructors and content of the curriculum, but
they made it clear tlrey considered these subordinate questions. Their
main attack was centered on what they called the "society of oon-
sumption," at whose door they laid all the evils of the educational
system.

It was these groupings which were chiefly involved in the outdoor
demonstrations and the clashes with the police. And it was their
actions, not those of the major body of the studlents, which were given
the rnost prominent attention in the press in this oountry.

Then there were, in. effect, two di'stinct sets of etttions taking place?

Yes, and the contrast was very striking. I visited the Sorbonne, and
on going into the inner court of the university I was struck by the
utter chaos there, Even outside, the walls of the university were
plastered with all kinds of posters in an extremely destructive fashion.
These were put up as if their intention was not to convey a message
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but to deface the walls, to display contempt for the institution. Not
only were posters pasted helter-skelter on top of one another, but
there were also slogans in red paint that are undoub.tedly not re-
rnovable and will remain to deface those walls for years to corne. Re-
mernbering that this is an ancient center of learning in which all of
Western Europe has taken pride for centuries, I must confess that I
found it quite a blow to look at that scene.

Insidte the courtyard, ranged ar.ound the walls, were numerous
tables on which were displayed posters, leaflets and pamphlets of the
various political tendencies. At one table I saw a sign "Communist."
On closer inspection it was "Young Communist (Revolutionary):'
a designation used by the Trotskyites. Another table bore the designa-
tion "Action Clommittee." Behind it was a huge black flag. These were
the Anarchists. Then there were varieties of Trotskyites with other
names, and various committees with different names but the sarne
address on their literature. On the tables the writings of Krop,otkin,
Mao and Rosa Luxemburg were especially prominent.

All of their propaganda was addressed primarily to "revolution,"
to calls for fundamental transformation of the system, for freedorn-
all in high-sounding and famboyant language. There was an air of
carnival, with everybody roaming about to see what's new, to hear
what everyone else has to say, and with extreme chaos reigning
over the lvhole scene. But this was the least signiffcant feature of what
was going on in the university.

For example, f went into a lecture hall and saw some 400 students
packed into it. There wasn't a place to stand. On the platforrn was a
goup of students and professors, oarrying on an easy-going discussion
with the audience. As I entered a professor was discussing the next
year's history curriculum, examining critically the way history had
been taught and how its teaching had to be changed. He was con-
stantly being intermpted in a friendly fashion, his audience joining
in diiscussion with him and he listening to what they had to say. One
felt these 400 students meant business, that they really wanted to
change the educational system and were trying to get the help of the
p,rofessors and other experienced people in their efiorts.

This kind of thing was going on all over the university building,
and these students weren't paying rnuch attention to the performance
out in the courtyard. I saw more of this when I 'nvent to the new
Faculty of Science just outside the Latin Quarter. There I sat in on
a seminar or commission.meeting, as they 

"alled 
it. There were about

75 high sohool teachers, all young people, together with 4 or 5
middle-aged people who appeared to be professors. A young philosophy
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professor was conducting the seminar. The question under discussion
was: Can you change the educational system without changing the
social base?

The philosophy professor sounded very much like a well-grounded
Marxist, and he oonducted the discussion in a free and easy manner.
I learned that this was part of a long, continuing program that had
gone on every day during the sit-in strike. And this was not just a
casual exercise. They were working uP a Program to present to the
Ministry of Education.

In short, what one saw here was on the one hand a certain amount
of froth designating itself as tLte gentine revolution, and on the other
hand very serious work by people who were really mahng a revolu-
tion in a constructive way. At these rneetings I got the feeling that this
was almost like the revolutionary estates which rnet during the French
Revolution-that the people were declaring themselves a law-making
power and were writing new statutes of which they considered them-
selves the future executors.

Hou did the general stri,ke of the workers orl,gi,nate? Whnt raere the
demands for rahich they struck?

It all started with stoppages in protest against the extrerne police
trrutality, against the wholesale clubbing and tear-gassing of the stu-
dents and their supporters. The Renault auto plant was ffrst, then
others responded. Then the workers came forward with their own long-
standing demands and the general strike was launched.

It was truly a general strike, extending to all basic industries, to all
forms of transportation, to radio and television, to the newsPaPers,
to the big department stores-to every kind of enterprise. In the main
these were occupied by the strikers and all were eflectively shut down.

At this point, I think a word about the structure of French unions
would be useful. Union membership is not oompulsory. The unions
make a point of not insisting on dues checkoff, emphasizing the vol-
untary enrollment of workers. They conduct constant propaganda for
enrollment in the plants. In this there is competition between three
large national federations. The ffrst, the CGT (General Confederation
of Labor), which is mainly Communist-led, is t.he largest of them.
The second, called the Democratic Federation of Labor, is Catholic-
led. The third, the SocialistJed Force Ouvriere, is the smallest of the
three.

In a given plant, all three federations may be represented. When
elcctions take place for committee members, stewards or other posts,
all workers, whether union members or not, vote for their ctrroice among
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the three tickets put in the running by the respective unions affiliated
with each of the federations. Because of its larger membership, the
CGT consequently exerts a predominant influence in many of the
larger and rnost decisive plants.

The union de,mands began with a call for substantial wage increases
and the institution of a minirnum wage of 600 francs per month.
The wages of most workers (with the notable exception of the
Renault plant) were. below this minimum, including youth and
women workers. Other demands were rodtuction of the retirement
age to 60 and reduction of the work week fuorn 45-48 hours a week
to as low as 4Q with no reduction in pay. Then there were a number
of demands for trade union rights and security, among them the right
to carry ,on trade union work without ffne or dismissal, the right of
tJle union to collect dues and assessments in the plant, the right to
put notices on plant bulletin boards, the altrocation of a certain num-
ber of hours per month for union meetings on company time and oom-
pany propelty, and the allocation of time for union committeemen
to transact union business and present grievances. There were also
special demands for pr'o,tection of the rights of youth to qualify for
better-paying jobs, for adjustment of wage inequities and for equal
pay for equal work, especially for women and youth.

At the Citroen plant I saw many posters, placards and slogans on
the walls, presenting the demands of the workers. Arnong thern were
some in Arabic and Portuguese. I learned that rnany workers come
from Algeria and Portugal to db the dirtiest and lowest-paid work
in French industry. Many of these are active in the union, particularly
the CGT, whioh gives special attention to their problems.

But the demands were not only economic. fn every c,ontact that I
made with workers or their literature, I found also political demands.
On gates, on walls, in leaflets, there was always the demand for ending
the government of personal power of de Gaulle. "Ten Years fs Enough'
and "We Want a Peoplds Government of Dernocratic Unity" were
popular slogans. fn many instances they called for unity of all forces
of the Left to guarantee such a government. In all cases that I wit-
nessed, this was under the initiative of the CGT.

The press in this cou.ntr7 has described the dema:nds of the workers,
in contrast to tLnse of the students, as essentiatly conseroatioe, that
is, non-retsoluti.ona,ry. It also described, the union leadership and the
Com.mrunist Party as haoing been dragged into the struggle, as tailing
after the uorkers, a:nd, as trying to im,pose inad"equate settlenwnts on
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them. And. in the Left here soma Vtaoe attatked the union leadership

and, the Pafiy for not contiruting the strikes longer, and haoe chtuged

them with tZtttng out the uorkers. ls tlwre any truth to such asser-

tionsP

No, they are entirely false. The Communist Party and the CGT

were in the forefront of the struggle andlhad the initiative throughout.

This was clearly evident in the reporting on the strikes by radio and

television oornrnentators and in the press.

Here I might note that the reporting was done by agreement with
the striking workers. When the strikers occupied the radio and tele-

vision stations, the comrnentators were permitted to continue broad-

casting for the purpose, as they announced, of guaranteeing cornplete

and impartial coverage of the news. And while the workers occupied

the newspaper plants, they continued to producg the newspapers,

though much curtailed in size, for the purpose of keeping the public
informed on the progress of events.

Furthermore, the CGT didr not propose at the outset that the workers

return to work. What happened was that the representatives of the

CGT met with the employers and received their proposals for settle-

ment. They told the ernployers that they would convey the proposals

to the workers, who would have the ffnal say about acceptance or
rejection. They went to the workers and said: "This is what manage-

ment ofiers." They did not ProPose that the offer be accepted, though
they noted that it contained many concessions. The workers discussed

it and dernocratically rejected it. The CGT went back and said:
"You ll have to do better." And they continued to negotiate until they
came up with better settlements which the workers accepted.

Now, a word about the situation in the Renault plant which I un-
derstand became a big issue in the newsPaPers here. Though the
government made substantial concessions to gas and electrie workers,
postal workers and all civil servants, it held out bitterly in the nation-
alized sector of the metal-working industry and was especially stub-
born in its attitude toward the Renault workers. The fact is that these

workers have the highest pay, the strongest union conditions and the
most powerful, militant union among French industrial workers.
The employers and the government were determined to use this
situation to try to split the workers, to weaken the position of the
Renault workers, and to discourage rnore militant struggles in the
futurc. But these workers remained very ftrm and refused to accept
anything less than what had been given to others. In this they had
thc full support of the leadership.
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The final settlernents were in general remarkab,le. They included a

wage increase ranging from 10 to 12 per cent and up for most of the
workers in basic industry, going as high as 35 per cent in some cases.

For the lowest-paid workers, wage increases of 50 per cent or more
were won. In fact, the demands were heavily weighted in the direction
of bringing up the wage level of the lowest-paid'. In almost all cases

there were reductions in the work week without reduction in pay'
These were, however, staggered over a period of two to three years, the
workers getting part of the reduction the ffrst year, another part the
second, and so on. The workers also won substantial gains in union
rights and security.

One very interesting feature of many settlements was that t"he

workers r.vere paid for all the time lost in the strikg something I have
never heard of before. This was so strongly insisted upon, that in
severa,l cases where the companies agreed to pay half of the time lost,
the workers rejected the whole settlement unless they got all of it.
In rnany cases they won it before they retur:ned to work.

It was on the basis of the achievement of such gains as these that
the strikes were ended, by the decision of the workers thernselves.
To illustrate the point, at a railroad yard which I visited I happened
to hear a oonversation b,etween the secretary of the union trocal and a
worker who came to ask if it was true, as he had heard on the radio,
that they were going baqk to work. He was very indignant about it.
He said, "I thought we were in this strike to stay. What's the idea of
going backP" The secretary answered him calmly: "You should have
been at the union meeting. Nobody decided for the workers that
they shou,trd go back. We dissussed all the proposals and everybody
had a chance to have his say about them. We voted on tlem and almost
everybody voted to accept the settlement. This isn't the end of the
ffght, but we've made a lot of irnportant gains, flnd now we'll go
back and we'll know what to do after that. If you had any disagree-
ment, your duty was to state it at the meeting."

In addition to the gains won in the settlements, the CGT recruited
some 350,000 new rnembers and establishedl about 5,000 new locals
in the course of the strike. This was in itself a major advance.

The workers feel tremendous strength as a result of the gains they
have achieved. They have a new conffdence and are ready for what-
ever form of struggle is next on the order of the day. And they feel
that it is under Communist leadership that these gairs were made.
As of the time that I left France, the Communist Party had arxrounced
the enrollment of some 15,000 new members and the formation of
innumerable new Party clubs. The Party press listed these by dis-
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tricts. It announced for example, that its general secretary, Walileck

Rochet, had spoken at a meetlng in NorthParis and 74 workers had

joined the Paity at that megting. A1oth91 Party leader fad spokel
'u* irr" Renault plant gates and more than 100 workers had joined. And

so on.

what oas thn particular position of the com:nwnist Party in these

struggles?

The Communist Party and its youth organization gave full and

active support frorn the outset to tLe demands of the students. Thus,

a full page frorn tHumanit, carrying a_ list of these dernands was

widely^po-sted at the Sorbonne and elsewhere. Similarly the Party was

fully uetrina the demands of the striking workers and linked these

demands with those of the students, cal,Iing for unity of the workers

with the students and teachers.

Both the communist Party and the cGT kept linking the economic

demands with the idea of unity for a people's government of demo-

cratic unity. Purty posters everywhere carried such slogans as "An

End to Plrsonal- Piwer," "De Gaulle, Ten Ye'ars Is More Than

Enough," and "For a Peoplet Government of Democratic Unity"'
ThJ Party's assessment was that a revolutionary situation dld not

then exist, lnd it placed its emphasis on the workers' initiative and

the winning of tho basi.c economic demands of the trade unions, as a

condition for the strengthening of unity for the big political strug-

gles ahead. It sees these struggles, and particularly the achievement

of a peoplds goverrlment of dernocratic unity, as opening they way

to socialism.
In constantly putting forward the call for such a government, the

Party alwayr addr the formulation "in which the Communists will
participate as is their due." By this it rneans that it will not allow

Mitterard and other leadbrs o{ the non-Cornmunist Left simply to
discount the Party and say "you don't rnatter" whereas actually the
Party has the greater nurnerical strength. The Party dloes not demand

a Communist government or excessive domination in any coalition,
only participation in proportion to its strength. It sees a Left-led
broad popular democratic movernent, laying the foundations for an

electoral victory to oust the de Gaulle regime and to replace personal

power with representative popular government. It sees this as bring-
ing about a social change which will strengthen the power of the
people, bar the way to reaction and "open the way toward the socialist
solution of the problems in France."

Such an outlook is completely rejected, however, by the Anarchist,
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Trotskyite and other "Leftist" groups among the students. When the
general strike began they clairned that the workers had been dragged
into the struggle, then denounced their demandls as motivated by
"self-interest" and preservation of the "society of consumpLion." They
engaged in constant vituperation not only against the Party and the
CGT but against the workers in general, oondemning the putting
forward of economic demands or dealing with the kade unions as
being grossly materialistic and anti-revolutionary.

They wanted a head-in "revolutionary confrontation" and sought to
impose this idea on the strikers. Thus, a large number o thern went
to the Renault plant at Flins, a suburb outside of Paris. They went to
tell the workers, who were discussing the proposed settlement, not to
settle. The Party and the CGT called on the workers to keep cool and
warned of the danger of provocation in this action, of giving de Gaulle
the excuse to precipitate violent conflicts in the streets and as an ex-
cuse for the use of the armed forces. And sure enough, it did take the
form of a provocation.

The police turned out at the plant gates and sought to bar the
students from entering. Certainly the workers had issued no call for
the students to corne in; in fact they had madle some public statements
sayrng it was no affair of the students. Some of the leaders of the
student band then proceed,ed to set ffre to a number of hayricks and
to put-up barricades on the road. serious battles with the police broke

-out. 
The police-were extremely brutal and the students were badly

beaten. The students then made this a coilse calebre, calling upon the
entire country to rally behind the revolutionary students who were
being suppressed by the police. There was in fact a dreep resentment
and_outcry_against the police brutality. Ttre cGT, even tlough it had
oondemned the student action as provocative, called for a 

-one-hour

protest strike after other such brutal police treatment of student dem-
onstratois.

But this and other such attempted actions were unrelated to the
demands or interests of the workers. They were imposed from the
o-utside_ by these "Leftist" student leaders who had srmply appointed
themselves g;uardians of the revolution.

when dle Gaulle, forced to abandon his plan for a referendum,
called instead for elections, these "Leftists" leaped to the attack, charg-
ing that "elections are treason." The communist party's support of
unity in the elections was denounced as a.,break in the Left.i'

rn a situation in which it was necessary to unify the Left and
rnobilize non-Left support, the actions of 

'the 
"Leftists', tended to

alienate such support. They tended to help de Gaulle to pose as the
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savior of stability andr order, and they also sowed confusion in the ranks

of the Left. Furthermore, in singling out the Communists for attack'

6l;Jth"-r"1r", ;oi"i"g rr"-""a, *itt de Gaulle, who also singled

ooi th" Communists ui "th" main danger"'

You speak of unity of the Left as akey question'What are the obstacles

io ,r[n unity o*i, hon: d'o they expieis themselaas in relation to the

com.ing elections?

As you may know, in the initial French elections a candidate must

obtairi an abrolrt" maiority to be elected' Where no candidate obtains

such a majority , rrrr-ifi Jlection is held a week later with those elimi-

;;i;J *hi grt less than 10 per- cent of the vote' The Communist

Party propo[d un agreement 
-*ith 

oth"t parties of the Left whereby

"r"fi i""y would rin its own candidatEs in the ffrst race but all

;"Jd ,rit" b"hirrd the Left candidate having the best chance of

election in the run-offs in each district'

Inthegovernrnentalcrisisthecenterpoliticalforceshadtriedto
tr[" ,iu*itage of the situation by putting-forward.people of some-

*hut l-"ft ooLd"pendent rep'utation i-n order to rally the op'position

to de Gaulle behiird them,sefrres and divert it frorn grnuine Left in-

fluence. First an attemPt was m'ade to proiect Mendes-France as leader

ol at " 
anti-de Gaulle inovement' Francoii Mitterand' head of the so-

"ar*lFederationoftheDemocraticandSocialistLe,ft,triedtoworkoutanagreementwithMendes-FranceasthebasisofaLeft-center
coalitioni,arhich would exclude the Communists' But his effort was

;;;;kly ".posed 
and proved sterile' Mendes-France evaporated from

ti" ,"Lrr" ind Mitterind was left without a ffgurehead for his 'hon-

Comrnunist Left" oPPosition.

The Communist Plity then made its proposal for a joint campaign

in the run-ofis. Mitterand countered by proposing a united slate in

the initial elections. But this would deprive the Party 
-of 

its true elec-

toral strength. It is the stronger of tlle two forces' claiming at least

one-fourth"of the electorate, and could succeedl in electing its candi-

ao,", in many districts without a run-ofi' The Party said that it would

ncvertheless acceBt a united ticket if there could be agreement on

n 
"orn*on 

platfor^m, on a Program lo1 
a peoplg's government of dem-

o""uti" ,rnit]'. this was alJo rejecteil by the Mitterand forces'

Finally the Party nominated its own candidates for the initial elec-

tions anh reached agreement with the others on mutual support for

one another's candiiates in the run-offs, with the weaker candidlate

withdrawing to throw his strength to the stronger. In addition an

.rgh,-p"it, locial and economic emergency plan was agreed on as the
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The problem, clearly, is the unwillingness of the Mitterand forces
to accept the idea of a government of democratic unity including the
Communists and to enter into a clear-cut alliance on that basis. This,
of course, can only weaken the Left in the elections.

Horo roould Aou s)m up the results of these struggles? What u:as
actua.lly gained by thgm?

That ten million workers struck is itself unprecedented. It showed
that here is the class which holds the fate of the nation in its handb,
the class which is capable of transforming society. Further, as I have
already pointed out, the unprecedented settlements lvon by the work-
ers and the growth in membership and organizations of both the
cGT and the communist Party have greatly strengthened the position
of the working class and given it a sense of great conffdence. The
whole struggle has been raised to a new level and is bound to continue
in new forms after the elections. unity of the Left and all democratic
forces acquires ever greater importance.

AN EDMORIAT POSTSCRIPT

since the foregoing interview the French elections have been held,
resulting in an unprecedented parliamentary majority for the de Gaul-
lists. The Amer:rcan press has sought to pi"t.rie this as a smashing
repudiation of the communist Pa!y, the cGT and tae Left genera[yl

It is too early to attempt a full analysis of the elections, 
-b,rrt 

".r"r,a preliminary examination is enough to show the falsity of suoh a
conclusion. To be sure, the magnitude of the de Gaullisi victory is a
matter for serious concern; it is by no means, however, as overwhelm-
ing as it is rnade to appear.

Thus, rvhile the de Gaullist candidrates won a large maioritv of the
seats, they won only the barest majority of the p"op"r"r voie. This
discrepaacy^is the product of the undemocratic ereition laws imposed
by the de Gaulle regime. But it is important that de Gaulle does not
have the_ support of any substantial majority of the voters.

second, the outcome reflects also the disunity in tl,e Left, against
whose injurious consequences the comrnunist party never tirid of
y"rtq. This disunity became very destructive in tlie elections, with
the Federation of the 

_Left devoting itself to intensive Red-baiting
in the opening round. rn this they were at one with the de Gaullists
andJ gave grist to their mill. In the runofis, it is clear that in many
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districts united support to communist candidates was much less than

enthusiastic. Moreover, in the face of a clear-cut Program advanced

;, *" de Gaullists, the absence of any joint program of the Left

parties proved to be seriously damaging'
' Thirdl the',revolutionary" activities of the "LefC' student groupings

served to alienate the middle strata and were used very effectively

by the de Gaulle forces for that purPose. of this, too, the cornmunist

Party repeatedlY warned.
Firdl|, it is most important not to f-*g"t that t0 million workers

did go oln strike, that thty won tremendous gains, that tlley 
91e-rged

witligreatly enhanced 
"orrffd".r"u 

and as a much more liowerful force

in thJ me of the country. The election results have flot altered this;

indeed, it is generally recognized that the de Gaulle go-vernment faces

ayery iro,rblIro*. situatioi and wilIffnd it extremely dificult to rnake

its reactionary policies prevail.
And as ths w-orkers continue to learn the lesson of political unity,

as they have that of unity in their economic struggles, the days of the

de Gaulle regime will prove to be numbered.

YOU CAN HELP

In a letter from Dr. Checltli Jagan of the Guyana People's

Progressive Party, he writes, in part, as follows:

"I have been in receipt of Poli,ti,cal Affairs for many years'

I wish to congratulate you for the excellent work which you are

doing.
"It is a great pity that because of the high cost, made more

prohibitive by our unfavorable exchange rate ($1 US -$2 Guy-

ura), more of oo" leading comrades and activists cannot be

."griu, subscribers. Is it likely that there can be a speeial price

for Guyana?"
We are anxious to oblige Dr. Jagan by sending to his party

a number of gift subscriptions. Will you help make this possible

by contributing what you can. Send in a dollar, two, or five-and
indicate you want it applied to these gift subscriptions'

IAMES E. JACKSON

Vietnarn' The l\umher 0ne

Frnnt Against Imperialism

There is nothing ahead for the expeditonary force of United States
imperialism in Viotnarn but death for its soldiers by the tens of thou-
r*rdt. '

Already the United States ruling circles has suffered an irreparable
defeat. Its sinister design to crush with rnilitary might the social
emancipation and national liberation movement, to eitablish South
Viebrana as a new-type U.S. colony and a strategic base from which
iit could rest the lever of its military power for domination of the whole
of Sou,theast Asia, lras failed.

Its neo-colonialist puppet government in Saigon is now utterly
without authority or resources. As this is written, the range of its
ooRtrol is limited to a few rnain boulevards during daylight hours
in the capital city of Saigon. And Saigon, itself, is under oontinuous
fue by the Peoples Liberation Armed Forces (PI"AF). Admitting that
no place in South Vietn4m is completely s#e any more, and that no
nrilitary position can be said to be permanently secured, on the day of
his retirement alter 4# yeaxs as comrnander of the forces of U.S. ag-
gression in Vietnam, General William e. Westrnoreland admitted to
a conclusion that "classic victory" in Vietnam is "beyond our grasp."
In other words, the U.S. has failed to make South Vietnam politically
"seoure" by imposing a neo-colonialist regime and destroying the
patriotic liberation movement in order to make the country into a
vast U.S. rnilitary base.

Todlay, alter 41A years of escalation of the war und,er Com,rnander-in-
Chief Lyndon ]ohnson, and 11 years of American military presence
and large scale aid to various puppet regimes in Saigon, the Peoples
Liberation Armed Forces of South Vietnam are everywhere on the
ofiensive. The United States command with 550,000 Amerioan troops,
the whole Seventh Fleet and what is left of 5,000 planes, plus an
additional 700,000 Saigon puppet troops, is staggering frorn defeat
to d,efeat.

The U.S. expeditionary army has sufered a loss of some 85,000
casualties, including over 10,000 deaths, during the ffrst 15 days of
the PLAF general offensive, whic,h began on May 5 of this year and
oontinues without pause.
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In the last week of May some anti-aircraft gun crews became na-

tional patriotic heroes ,or heroines of great "collective exploit"-for,
in that week the 3,000th U.S. plane was shot dlown over North Viet-
nam.

The current casualty rate of Americans in Vietnarn is 'in the neiglr-

borhood of 4O0 dead and 4,000 wounded a week. This will mean that
some 20,000 American men will be killed in Vietnam, and another

120,000 will be wounded, in the current year alone.

Increasingly American s,oldiers and officers are asking the question:
"Why ure *" here? For whom and for what are we wallowing in this

mud with the explosion of death thundering in our ears?" These are

the questi,ons behind the greatest dernonstrations of militant oPPTi-
tion io Washingtonis war policies that the world has ever seen. On

such questions the consciousness andl t{re conscience of the nation has

been Tocused during the campaigns of s'r.rch peace candidates as

Senator Eugene McCarthy for Presidential norninee, and candidate

for election to the Senate, Paul O'Dwyer of New York.

The always "hawkisn"' tl.S. Netps &World, Report was compelled to

devote an article in its June 24th issue to the "mood of Arnericans in
Vietnam." It found the "mood' betrow the top echel'on of officers to
be bitter, cymical, pessimisic. The magazine states that enlisted men

and lower u",tr"lon loffi"ers refer to the U.S. efiort in Viebram "openly

and frankly as a lost cause . . . the career soldiers are looking for the

dtplomats in Paris to end America's agony in Vietnam. They are al-

rnost cheering thern on'to ffnd some solution."
Yet, while chief war-hawk Westrnoreland discloses his conclusion

that there is no win possible in Vietnarn for the United States, despite

the disclosure that the mo,rale of the U.S. troops in the ffeld is at an

all-time low, and in deffance of manifestations of the sentiments and

appeals for an end to the bombing and for withdrarving the troops

on the part of milli,ons of Americans and tens of millions of peoples

around the world, President Johnson and the Pentagon persist in their
war of aggression andi destruction against the people and populated
places in Vietnam, North and South.

I have just returnod from a Zl-day intensive tour of North Vietnam

-the Dernocratic Republic of Vietnam-and I bear witness that the

government of the United States, with unconscionable motive of

vengefulness for the frustration and defeat of its war aims, is bending
every effort to accornplish the genocidal obliteratian of a sovereign

state, an independent people and their distinctive social system-that
is, to physically destroy the DRV, before the American people can

replace LBI's governrnent by another, and before world ptrblic
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opinion compels it to cease its aggressi,on and withdraw its armed
forces.

lnits u:ar of aggression in the South, and its savage uar of destruc-
tion in the North, the U.S. imperialist ruling class has plumbed a new
depth in infamy. North and South, its bombers fly and its tanks roll
forward, under the inJunction to "burn all; destroy all; kill all."

I have seen their handiwork, not only in Hanoi's suburbs and
Haiphong harbor's factory districts, but in rural Thanh Hoa province

-in the ruins of hospitals, workers' new housing-blocks, in the crater
pock-marked school yards of bomb-fracturedt dormitories. Where
are the graceful lacework of the hundreds ofbridges rvhich once arched
asross this land of rivers from one end to the other? And the Arneri-
can bombers have blown up a thousand miles of railroad tracks.

But as the American invaderp have descended to a new depth in
bestial behavior,against their fellow men in this war against the viet-
namese, the Vietnam ffghter-citizens have added a new stafure and
grandeur to ,the name and glory of man. With a sustained valor and
[reroism, against odds unprecedented, this people-tho Vietnamese-
have fought, and yet ftght on, with unconquerable will and conffdence
in the certainty of their victory.

In the South, the general offensive which was launched on May
5th by the PLAF, support and inspire poptrlar u,prisings in the rear
and in the center of the'positions of strength" of Saigon's puppet
rulers and u.s. rnilitary bases. All cities are now battlegrbundr irr tt "south. Recruits are flocking to the Peoples Liberation Armed Forces.
At the same time, as the U.S. Neuss & Wodd Report article previ-
ously referred to admits: "The desertion rate among South Vietnamese
soldiers, always an indticator of troop morale, has shot up*while the
defection rate arnong Communist soldiers has plummeted . . ."

The Vietnamese refer to the North as "the great rear base of the
South."-The plople of the North of comrse will render every possible
aid to their embattled kinsrnen of the South, so long as a sinp[e alien
boot remains ,on its soil. The war of national liberation which their
brothers ;to the south are waging against the u.s. arrnies of aggression
and their puppets, is in the oomrrron cause of reuniftcation and national
salvation.

However, the role of the North in the struggle against the expe-
ditionary forces of U.S. imperialism is much more then that of a
fraternal source of solidarity. U.S. imperialism is waging the most
savage air and naval ruar of destruction against the sovereign Dem-
ocratic Republic of Vietnam. And the entire people of the DRV have
risen like one man to ffght back against the invaders.
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Under the compulsion of defending their country against the

merciless invadersl and relying upon the material-technical aid

rendered by rnembers of the oomrnonwealth of socialist countries-
especially tire soviet union-the DRV people have built_a-forrnidable
rrpto-d"t" armed Power, capable of confronting-and_ defeating any

aitack upon its territory from any direction. Already, its rnilitary
exceflenJe has been Proven in ;the air war: Three thousand of the

ffve thousand planes sent against her have been shot down; their

pilots hlled oi captured. The principle of peoples' war, as elabo-

iated by Ho Chi Minh and General Giap, are based upon a total

involvement of the whole PeoPle. The army regulars have the re-

gional militia as o ganized auxiliaries and reserves. These in turn

ire able to rely upon locally organized btrt nationally integrated

guerrillas and irregular units' AII who work, also train to ffght and

ire organized to do so effectively. All who study, also learn to ffght

Bven ild folk and children organize themselves to aid the national

defense and attend to the needs of the victims of aggression.

The armed forces of the Dernocratic Republic of Vietnam have

been supplied with the rnost rnodern weaPons andt in- abundant

quantity. this at*y ,of peasants have become masters of the most

oomplicated arts of rocketrYl
While every Vietnamese keeps his eye sharp on his gun, neither

the people nor their government are neglecting the vital work of
ooortrr"tio, and development of the socialist economy. In industry,

in agriculture, in transportation, in pub:lic health services, in mass

and higher education and in culture*in all of these-expansion

has ouqraced the destruction wrought by the U.S. bornbers. The

heart-breaking problems posed by the wide-ranging bombing des-

truction have bJen met with brilliant improvisations, creativeness and

astounding feats of organization. What miracles of organization lie
behind the matter-of-fact statement which Minister of Transpontation

Phan Trong Tue made to me in the course o{ an interviewr

McNamara boasted that he would destroy communications in
North Vietnam in six months. In respect to the amount of destruc-
tion his bombers caused he did noi exaggerate, but our people
,ooned with the problems of miles of bombed roads,.railroads and
hrindreds of doivned bridges. We have kept the transportation
rnoving. We are now transporting at least double the amount we
were riroving before the war. This in the face of continuing bomb'
ardment-last year 36,000 air attacks were made up'on our roads

and bridges and trains; some 660,000 tons of bombs were droppcd.
For every bridge they have destroyed we have built two. For
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every mile of railroad they nave obliterated we have built seven.

WhJn transport goes well ill other branches of economy does well.

The extraordinary feats of organization in bridge and ,road repair-

ing; in dismantling and resettling factories, hospitals a-nd schools; in
coirering the count"ry with a network of district ho-spi-ta! and ffrst-aid

stationi in the construotion of 20 million air raid shelters; in liqui-
dating malaria and reducing to a fraction the cases of smallpox and

other {ormer mass killer-diseases-all these accomplishrnents attest

to the solidity of the bonds of the people with their government'

The unity of the Vietnamese peqple with the leadership and the

Vietnarn Workers Part/, is mirrored in the high morale of the people.

It is attestedl to in the exploits of its rank-and-ffle ffghters, 
-workers

and peasants. One reads alnaost a joyfukress in the faces of these un-

beatible men and women as they go about their daily chores amidst

battered and bombed buildings.

Ttre women, the youth and the old folk-in their special organizations

-ioin the workers, peasants and intellectuals in the o{ten expressed

national resolution of President Ho chi Minh,that the aggressors can

destroy their cities but n:ot their will; that "we shall never bend

nor bow before you, and we shall win the victory in the end"'

The stnrggle'between the worlds progressive, democratic and

revolutionar!-forces and the global gangsterisrn of U.S. imperialisrn,

is joined in the war in Vietnarn. No one of conscience, or who enter-

tains a progressive social outlook for any section of humanity, can

afiord o6t tJ U" involved in active supporL to the noble struggle which

the Vietnam patriots are waging in the interest of all who honor peace

and freedom,
Americans in great mass actions have manifested their abhomence

of the criminal war which the government wages against the Vietnam

people in their name. This pressure has left some mark upon some
^offi"^idt. Yet, it has not brought about a serious dirninution of the

bombing nor an end of the Lcts of war against the- DRV nor the

Liberation Forces in the South. But the fact that Washington had to
maneu,ver 'to the extent of agreeing to the Paris talks, and ]ohnson
felt the anger ,of the people over his disastrous escalation of the war

to the exte-nt that he Telicompelled to anno'unce his abstention frorn

seeking reelection as Presiden[ in the fall; all this suggests that with
even gieater exertion of the pressure of public opinion, the government

can be cornpelled to Put an end not only to the bombing but the war
itselJ.

(Contirueil, on page 40)



TONGINO BECEBRA"

U.S. Imperialism in Latin America

I
The olass shuggle in the countries of Latin America is beooming

increasingly explosive. New sections of the exploited and oppressed
are joining forces with the fighters for freedom,, democracy and pro-
gress. The revolutionary vanguard of the continent, represented ffrst
and foremost by the Communist parties, is oonsolidating its ranl$ in
the process of shaqpening social clashes and is advancing towards the
goals set in the concrete conditions of the respective countries. Our
continent is experiencing a period of ferment and popular actions com-
pelling not ,only classes and parties, but also indlividuals to adopt a
definite attitude. The alternative posed by the present situation-to
support the old or the new-calls for an explicit answer. The struggle
reflects the diversity of the militant effort which is acquiring deffnite
forms, depending on the country and the speciffe conditions in it
( legal or illegal forms, parliamentary or extra-parliamentary struggle,
arrned struggle or peaceful). In short, the hour of the revolutionary
awakening of the peoples of Latin America has struck.

This situation has not arisen overnight. As Lenin wrote, "There are
no miracles in nature or history." It is clear that the revolutionary
ferment we are presently witnessing on the continent in the most
diverse forms is part o the great process of social reconstruction now
taking place, whose distinctive feature is the transition fro n capitalism
to socialism on a world scale. The growing might of the socialist world
and the enhanced prestige of the socialist system which is resolving
man's fundamental problems, are everywhere dlestroying fetishism
and opening new vlstas for the idea of peace, democracy and social
progress. The exploited and oppressed are feeling the attraction of
the socialist countries. Under the impact of their impressive achieve-
ments ever broader sections of the population are siding with the
revolutionary struggle. We can repeat with good reason Romain Rol-
land's words about the Bolsheviks: "To a decrepit humanity enveloped
in a cold and desolate gloom fflleil with horrible nightmares, you bring
the light of a new duy. . . ."

* This article was published in the Woild Marxist Rauiew, May,
Longino Becerra is a Honduras publicist.
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The Cuban revolution, which took place in the cotuse of this world
revolutionary upsurge, is a concrete manifestation in Latin America
of the change in the balance of world forces in favor of socialism,

dernocracy and peace. Carried out only 90 miles frorn the citadel of
American imperialism, this revolution is proof that contemPorary
history is no longer being made in the conditions of the undivided
sway of capitalism. Thanks to the struggle of the Cuban people, to
the solidarity of the world s most progressive forces, headed by the
socialist countries, the heroic islanil is able to pursue its constructive
efiort at the very doorstep of the m,ain enemy of the peoples. This,
naturally, has brought home to the m,asses of Latin America the true
value of the struggle being waged on the oontinent by its progressive
organizations and people. The victory o one country in the ffght
against the United States, the leading imperialist power, formerly
widely regarded ,as utopian, has beoorne a reality.

With the triumph of the Cuban revolution the class struggle in
Latin America-determined essentially by the internal processes-
became more acute. The decisive measures taken by the revolutionary
government of Cuba with respect to landed property and the enter-
prises belonging to U.S. monopolies, exterted a trernendous infuence
on subsequent developments in the rest of the continent and reinforced
the aspirations of our peoples for radical change. The Cuban example
kindled the flames of struggle on the continent where the discontent
of the masses-the object of imperialist plunder-is spreading. Clearly,
Cuba's impact on Latin America is not to the liking of Washington,
and the valiant island has, therefore, to contend with constant danger.
The existence of revolutionary Cuba, its signiffcance for the revolu-
tionary rnovement in Latin America make it incumbent on revolu-
tionaries all over the world to defend the Cuban revolution.

The up'swing of the world revolutionary rnovement is making the
imperialists desperate. Their defeats in different parts of the world
make it pretty clear that their sphere of domination is steadily shrink-
ing. Sensing their inevitable doom, they are resorting to all kinds of
brutal actions to intimidate the peoples and arrest their victorious
advance. Threats, reprisals, even war-such are the means with which
the exploiters are trying to perpetuate their vicionus system. U.S.
imperialism's actions against the people of Vietnam and other peoples
of the world, are a glaring example of the terrible crimes committed
by the imperialists, when the sources of plunder are at stake. But
far from reversing the course of history, these actions are but adding
to the gowth of the progressive trends. The reactionary offensive
mounted by the imperialists to prevent the peoples becoming the
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masters of their destiny is, therefore, objectively, in the present con-

ditions, the outcorne of their fear and desperation at the scope of
the revolutionary struggle.

II
In the light of this policy, the American imperialists cannot afford

to remain indifferent to the upsurge of the popular struggle on the
continent. Accustomed to regarding our continent as their "backyard,"
frorn which they draw cheap raw materials and labor power, the U.S.

imper:ialists are plotting to prevent the emergence of a new Cuba,
as President Johnson put it. With $11,400 rnillion directly invested in
the countries of the continent, the monopolies will of co'urse try to
prevent, by ffre and sword, the spread of the Latin-American national
liberation movement, espeoially considering that these investments
yielded a gigantic profft of $40,000 million between 1945 and 1961.

In addition, the continent is pumpedJ of its material wealth; it has to
supply at least 20 difierent kinds of the raw materials needed to keep
U.S. production go,ing and to ensure the expansion of the aggressors.

Thus, American industry obtains from the continent 99.5 per oent

of its tin, 39 per cent of its iron, 44.L per cent of its copper, and 60.6

per cent of its zinc requirements. To this should be added the vast
quantities of agricultural raw materials purchased on our ccontinent
at very low prices.

U.S. policy in respect to the countries of Latin America has always

been based on direct interference in their internal affairs, and on

dlictatorial regimes. The Monroes Doctrine, America for the Amerixans,
interpreted as meaning that "Americans" are those who live north of
the Rio Grande, has since 1823 served as the backbone of this inter-
venti'o,nist policy.

It should be noted, however, that the nature of the actions taken
to preserve the continent's economic and political status quo depends,
apart frorn other factors, on the prevailing policy of the top U.S.
government officials and on the adroitness displayed by the chief ex-

ecutive in the White House. The history of U.S.-Latin American rela-
tions, therefore, contains facts relating either to the practical applica-
tion of the policy known in its time as the "big stick," or of the line
Iorown as the "good neighbor policy." Clearly, the main purpose of
both the one and the other, was to prevent or delay changes wh,ich
could in any w^y affect the monopoly control of the United States
over the continent's riches. fn complex political situations Washington
has had to combine the two policies.

The secondlmetlrod prevailed in the general policy of the Kennedy
administration. To a certain extent Kennedy was able to view the
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contemporary world ob1'ectively and to reahze, consequentl/, that
naked force would hardly yield results in our day and age. Therefore,
instead of b,ayonets, he hoped to solve tire anti-historical mission of
protecting imperialisrrt's interests, by means of a policy in which the
false promise of "reform" played an important part. And so it came
about that in March 1961, Latin Arnerica witnessed the birth of the
neo-colonialist Alliance for Progress which for demagogic purposes
exploited the aspirations of the Latin-American people to free them-
selves from the semi-feudal survivals retarding the dtevelopment of
their national eoonomies and the internal cause of the misery on'our
continent-in sorne countries greater, in others less. But this maneu-
ver, which showed Kennedy to be an astute politician, encountered
the opposition of diehards in the Pentagon, who considered this policy
dangerous by analogy with the contagious example of Cuba. The
concrete result of these differences was the application of both policies
simultaneously: on the one hand, prornises to carry out reforms and,
on the other, engineering military coups. Thus, between January 1961
and November 1963 eight military coupso were staged against govern-
ments o representative democracy or regimes of bourgeois serni-legal-
ity. But since these actions sharyly contrasted with the Alliance for
Progress policy, President Kennedlr, although he made concessions to
the die-hard extremists, oontinued to follow a demagogic concept of
"reforms" not only in Latin America, but in other parts of the world
as well.

Developrnents in the years since Kennedyt assassination, show that
the principal instruments of state power in the United States have
passed into the hands of fascistJike politicians, for whorn the best
parliarnents are those established with the help of tanks and guns.
Latin Amerioa is a case in point. The features of diplornacy charac-
teristic of Kennedy's administration have been replaced by crude
military force, particularly in those areas of the continent rnost shaken
Uy ej naass struggle. The old methodls of vandalism are being re-
introduced on a wide scale and in sornewhat difierent forms thromgh
a new doctrine, the reverse of the one known as the Kennedy doctrine.
This new doctrine was elaborated by Thomas Mann, an aisociate of
the CIA, and notorious for his ultra-Right activities when he was a
diplornat in Mexico in 1961-1968. As Assistant secretary of State for

xMilitary coup,s took place in the following countries: El Salvador on
January 25,796I; Ecuador on November 7, lg6l; Argentina on March 2g,
1962; Peru on July 18, 1962; Guaternala on March Bt, 1O6B; Ecuador on
June 11, 1963; the Doryninican Repu,blic on September 26, 1g6B; Honduras
on October 3, 1963.
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Inter-American Afiairs, to which post he was appointed in December

1963, he expounded his "doctrin€' at a secret meeting of U.S. ambas-

sadors in Latin America, in March, 1964. Stripped of its verbiage, the
Mann dbctrine confirmed the need for U.S. imperialisrn to use force
,to prevent the advance of the democratic movement in Latin America.

Since U.S. irnperial,ism could not ignore outright a political line
which to some extent recognized the legal framework of "represen-

tative democracy:' it did so immediately after the assassination of
Kenned'y. After the Mann doctrine was proclaimed events moved fast

on the continent. Opu"ly called the "hard line," this policy was ffrst
put to the test in Brazil. In August, 1961, militarists in Brazil, acting

on CIA orders, tried to seize power but had to reueat as a result of
the solid mobilization of the masses. Machinations continued in 1962

and 1963, but again without result, since President Kennedy preferred
to achieve the same obiectives, not through a military coup, but by
reaching an agreement with Joao Goulart. However, on April 1, 1964,

the supporters of the "big sticx- achieved their basic aim: political
power in Brazil was seized by the army. The Mann doctrine had

passed its ffrst test. The way was now clear for other more brazen
actions.

True, long before the Mann doctrine, Washington had used the "big
stick'in ou: countries. Thus, for example, on the pretext of "protect-
ring U.S. interests in the Canal Zone," aggression was carried out
against the people of Panama in January, 1964. In the past, when stu-

dents and patriots belonging to different social strata held meetings
and demonstrations, dlemanding the restoration of the country's sover-

eignty over that part of Panarnanian territory controlled by the im-
perialists, the occupation troops never acted with such naked brutality
against the people as they did in 1964. U.S. marines and their local
allies opened ffre 'on the people. The blood of Panamanians dyed
the waters of the,Canal making vivid its comparison to a "big gaping
wound on the body of a srnall sister country."

In April, 1965, the people in the Dominican Reptrblic rose against
the rnilitary dictatorship installed after the ultra-r'eactionary coup
which overthrew Presidlent Juan Bosch. The people sought to restore
the liberai constitution of 1968 and continue the democratic process,

that had set in with the en&ng of the Trujillo dictatorship. The im-
perialists, however, thought otherwise. Washington, exasperated by
the existence of socialist Cuba and the sweep of the popular movement
on the continent, refused to accept the democratic victory of the
Dominican people, and decided to interfere in their affairs as they
had repeatedly done in the past. Some 40,000 American soldiers
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rapidly occupied this small country * tr9 Caribbean and drowned in
blood the people's aspirations to establish representative democracy.

As a result, Kennedy's ideas of reform were buried, while the Mann

doctrine was supplemented by the Johnson doctrine. President John-
son declared fiat his government had every right to prevent the
emergence of another Cuba on the continent. A month later, in Sep-

tember 1965, the U.S. House of Representatives adopted resolution
No. 560, ratifying the "right" of the United States to use its armed
forces in any country of the Western Hemisphere to prevent "sub-

versive" activity. In this way the Alliance for Progress, as the pro-

gram of an essential neo-colonialist policy in Latin America, was

completely discarded ,and replaced by the "big stick," cleaned of the
layers of dust that had accumulated on it over the years.

III.

However, a return to the old positions-of-strength policy is not so

easy in the conditions of today. In the past, U.S. imperialism could
commit its crimes against the Latin-American peoples rel,atively
easily: all it had to do was send its warships to the shores of any one

of the countries, or have its rnarines land in the area of conflict. Today,
the situation has changedl. A return to the "big stick' requires a mili-
tary and semi-military program containing a wide range of alternatives
that could be used against our peoples. The determination of the Latin-
American people to fight, compels Washington to resort to all kinds
of means to rnake its policy effective. A study of the imperialists'
actions in our countries t}at shows the preliminary structure that has

been set up, employing all kinds of methods and technical means, is
designed to achieve the aforementioned strategic aim. This, of oourse,

only further complicates matters.
The alarming d.eaelopment of militarism, the establishment of aryra-

nntional insti,tutions, the spreail of ultra-reactionary organizations, of
the espionage system, direct control of the organs of repression, the
constant perfecting of technical nleans to control the people-ruch
are son1,e of the elerients of the widespread net of restrairrts the U.S.
imperiali.sts haoe cast ooer Latin-America. Although some of these
rneans existed before the current political line of the Unitedl States,
they have now become the backbone of its strategic line against our
peoples.

The swift mfitarization of most Latin-American countries is obvious.
Under the influence of the Pentagon, the armies of the continent are
growing in disproportion to the rnaterial capacities of the countries
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concerned. The purpose, of this unwarranted excessive expansion of
the Latin-American armed forces, is to eventually oonvert thern into
a dominant factor which, in addition to acting as a permanent occupa-
tion force in the service of foreign interests, will also control national
policy. The systematic implementation of this policy has rnade for
increasing interference by the military, in recent years, in political
and government affairs. Even more. In Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay
and Haiti, the armed forces now hold all the reins of power and decide
the main direction of state activity. On April 28, 1965, for example,
Agence France-Press quotedJ the then Brazilian Defense Minister,
Costa e Silva, as saying after a meeting of military leadrers \Mith the
then President Castelo Branco: "Any candidate in the 1966 guber-
natorial or presidential elections will be officially recognized only
with the approval of the arrned forces." A U.S. Senate report published
in October, 1967, classiffed our countries as follows: uith naked mi,li-
tary dictatorshi.ps-Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Haiti, Nicaragua, EI
Salvador and Honduras; with cioilian regimes behind, uhich stand the
military: Peru, Venezuela, Ecuador, Guatemala and the Domonican
Republic; roith goaernm.ents in uhich the army d.oes not play a lea:d-
ing po:l,itical rolot Mexico, Costa Rica, Uruguay, Panama, Colornbia
and Chile. Although this classiffcation is by no means exact, it bears
out in many respects what has been said earlier.

But there are also other important aspects of this process. The
Latin-American armies, for exarnple, constitute a force of approxi-
mately B00,000 men, excluding the so-called security service. Accord-
ing to a report circulated in January, 1968, by the U.S. Disarrnament
and Arrns Control Agency, $1,731 rnillion, or approximately 13 per
cent of the national budgets, were spent in 1965 on the aontinent's
armed forces. The same repoft noted, that in that same year, Latin
Arnerica used 2.1 per cent of the gross national product for military
needs (arms purchases and the upkeep of the armies), which means
that, taking into account the Econornic Commission for Latin America
data regarding the gross national product for the entire continent,
actual expenditures in 1965 reached the vast sum of more than $2,000
million.

The United States has a special budget for its military program in
the Latin-American armed forces. The journal Yision, organ of im-
perialist propaganda in Latin-America, reported in April, 1965, that
between 1952 and 1964, the United States had earmarked $800 rnillion
for military programs in the Latin-American republics. This money
is spent on the upkeep of "special" missions operating in all the coun-
tries (with the exaeption of Cuba and Mexico) and which rnaintain
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absolute control over the activity of the armies. According to the
Washington Post, the United States has special troops in t? LaUn-
American countries. when_ journalists asked a white- House top of-
ffcial about this he refused to conffrm the ffgure, but admitteA the
presence of "green berets" in Panama, Bolivia, Venezuela, Colombia
and Guatemala, addling that the numerical composition of these troops
was a "military secret."

The Latin-American armies are equipped with arms so.d to our coun-
tries under plans drawn up in washington. A large part of this military
equipment consists of world war II weapons, Modern arms go mainly
to the so-called tactical units organized in all the armies olthe con-
tinent to 

_supp'ress 
popular rnovements. The argument advanced by

the American imperialists in support of their policy of rnilitary aid ii
tlrat it is the responsibility of the Latin-American armi,es to cooer the
internal front since a u)ar betrneen the countri,es of the continent is
exclud.ed. The tlnited States uill preaent this from happening, and,
if it doe-s toill regard it as its oum u)ar. Hence all dreliveries of *-=ilitary
materials are essentially intended for suppression of the popular strug-
gle', David Lin_dsay, President of the Covalier Aircrafi iorporation,
decla.red-onfebruary 8, 1gG8 that in view of the considerableluerrilla
activity in Guatemala, and because of the El salvador goveirment's
concern about the possible spread of such activity, he had been given
permission by the state Department to sell the El salvador govern-
ment ,a number of 5I-C jet ffghters. r

Whenever a Latin-Amerio_an country wants to purchase military
equipment-in Europe, thus deviating frorn the "internal front" prin-
ciple, Washington resorts to all kinds of maneuvers to prevent such
purohase. In November 1967 even sueh an ultra-reactionary as Carlos
Lacerda dteclared that washington was exerting pressure to prevent
B,azil obtaining 15 supersonic "Mirage" planes in France. Whai better
proof than Lacerda s statement of Washingtort's policy in these mat-
tersl

The united states is also supervising the training of officers for the
Latin-American armies. In 1962 an "fnter-American Defense Col_
lege" was opened at the Forth McNair military base to train officers
ranking from colonel and higher. After the cuban revolution special
schools were opened in the united states and also in some Latin-
American countries to train anti-guerrilla units. Large numbers of
officers have been trained in the caribbean school at Fort Gullick in
the Panama canal zone. The instructors are Fort Bragg gaduates
or veterans of the vietnam war. There is also a special r"t oot at Fort
Davis, in the canal zone, for training police agents for operations
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in the revolutionary movement, and an Academy of- thg Inter-Ameri-

can Air Forces, whlne army pilots are instructed in the latest methods

of mass destruction. Grud,lites of these schools receive a special

diplorna which places thern in a privile-ged position in 
-their 

units.

Ni"dl"rt to say, their training is essentially oriented ol !h: so-called

ffdht ,.against bommunism," the driving force of which is hatred for

eierythiig associated with freedom and democracy'

one of"the objectives of imperialism, at prelent, is to 
-coordinate

as much as possitle the repressive activity of these sqegral trooPs so

as to be abld to employ multi-national units against a deftnite country

of the continent. Since this objective runs counter to the Latin-Amer-

ican political tradition of soveieignty, and the right of nations. to self-

deteimination, the Hawks in the Pentagon are erpounding the "theory"

that, the concept of independence is being replaced by th_e concept

of interd,epend.Znce and that, accordingly, only ideolo-gical and not
geographical frontiers ,are recognized. They urge pooling eoonomic,

fiohii"it and military resources for a common_goal, which is, ffrstly,

io protect the interests of the imperialists and, secondly-sinc_e it is

a q:uestion of the governments belonging to "on_e ideological com-

rminity," to quote johnson-to justily the dispatch 9f th9 troops of

one country ti anotirer, to bolster the pro-American oligarchies, which

are in danger of being overthrown by the peoPle.

This global conceptls materialized in a series of economic and mili-
tary supranational bodies and what might be described as an in-
tegrated system ,of repression. The Inter-Amerioan Defense Council,

established in!942, the Central American Defense Council established

in December 1962, the Inter-American Peace Force, the creation of

which is encountering difficulties-these ,are the organizational ern-

bodiment of Washington's efiorts to put through its policy.

Formation of the Inter-American Peace Fo ce is the No. 1 priority.

Using an organization of this kind against the peoples of the continent,

so Washinglon reckons, is less likely to co'rnpromise its political in-

terests thai a direct landing of American tr'oops in ,one or another

area of Latin Arnerioa. Furthermore, such an organization offers rnore

possibilities for maneuvering. The Pentagon strategists say let Latin'
Americans fight Latin-Americans and, anticipating the advantages of

the prospect, they seek a solution, within the framework of the OAS,

ttrat^wouta enable them to create a continental army, and they persist

in this despite repeated failures. In view of these very_obvious defeats,

Washington has elaborated new tactics and is applFlg them with
utmost zeal. These tactics are to create regional "gorilla" blocs as a

step towards forming a supra-national armed force. The U.S. govern-
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rnent has secured agreements between the military regirnes of Brazil,
Argentina and Paraguay. A similar plan is being put into effect in the
countries of Central America, ruled by military regimes similar to
the Somoza dictatorship in Nicaragua. In January, it was reported,
that the Central Arnerican Defense Council had decided to form a
combined army to ffght the guerrilla detachments in Guatemala.
Sornoza is an active spokesman for this plan.

The arsenal of this police policy, which aims at unleashing reprisals
against popular movements, includes a more despicable means to
which U.S. irnperialists resort in their drive to retard the revolution
in our cou,ntries. We have in mind the systematic support of gangs
set up with the express pu{pose of assasinating democratic leaders.
Operating under the protection of dictatorial regimes, killers are active
in many countries, ready to be used at crucial momements of ttrre class
struggle. An idea of their actions is provided by the reoordl of terror
in Guatemala by such organizations as NOA (New Anti-Communist
Organization), MANO (Authentic National Organized Movement)
and CADEG (Anti-Communist Council of Guatemala). A statement
issued by the Guatemalan Party of Labor in March says: "More than
3,000 have been murdered since the Mendez Montenegro regime took
over. The victims come from diverse social and age grou,ps. The wave
of terror continues to take a heavy toll of revolutionary patriots."
Reports in the Guatemalan and world press say that these fascist-
type gangs are trained by CIA inshrrctors and cooperate closely with
the security service.

Obviously, these activities, ranging from outright aggression to
assassination, necessitate a ramified intei[gence service. Ald since
U.S. imperialisrn is prepared to go to any length and stoop to any
methods in suppressing the peoples, it has not hesitated to set up and
&rect such a service and, it should be said, not without success. All
U.S. diplomatic missions in Latin-American run "technioal aid" of-
fices, which serye as a cover for the CIA and its Iarflung espionage
operations. Members of the Peace Corps likewise provide information
for the U.S. secret service. There are rnore than 4,500 U.S. agents
of this type operating in our countries. And last, but not least, men-
tion should be made of a less blatant intervention project, the cele-
brated "sociological studtes." Their purpose is to exploit Latin-Ameri-
can universities for gathering strategic intelligence that might facilitate
repressions in one or other country. The best known of these projects,
and one that aroused worldwide protests, was the Camelot Plan,
which the Amerioans tried to put through in Chile in 1g05.

Economic integration is to provide the material basis for this super-
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structure. Andr integration is being carried out at a continental level
under U.S. sponsorship and protection. The Punta del Este sumrnit
statement says: "The President of the Latin-American republics have

agreed, beginning with 1970, gradually to c{eate a Latin-Arnerican
conunon market to begin functioning, in the main, within 15 years."
This was followed by the bland statement that "the President of the
United States of America pledges full support for this promising
Latin-American initiative." That pledge goes beyondl U.S. cooPera-

tion in operating the plan. What we have is an oPen invitation to the
North American monopolies to share in the project. And this is already
being done in the Central-American Cornrnon Market. This, and the
Latin-American Free Trade Association, are the foundation of the
plan drarvn up at Punta del Este. It will therefore be reasonable to
predict that the results will be as indicated above. Mexico's Foreign
Minister, Antonio Carrillo Flores, stated last ju1y, that though the
Punta del Este statement emphasized the "Latin-American" nature
of the common market, this is unacceptable "if its sole pnrpose is to
open the flood-gates to big foreign concems." This is indicative of
the concern felt, bmt is not a true reflection of reality. For the Latin-
American oommon market-and this is confumed by all experience-
is expressive of U.S. im,perialisnt's design to impose its economic
oontrol on the continent, and to retain-with all the advantage offered
by integration-the present econornic pattem of our counkies as ap-
pendages to the U.S. imperialist economy.

ry.

This survey leads to the conclusion that the struggle is against an
enemy prepared to employ the most dtastardly methods to prevent
the victory of the Latin-Arnerican peoples. Difficult battles are ahead
for o'ur continent. And the duty and responsibility of everyone fight-
ing for econornic and political independence is correctly to appraise
the enemy's strength, not to underestirnate his ability to resist, nor to
overestimate his ability to reverse the tide of history. As we advance
towards our goal we must always be able realistioally to assess the de-
velopments, something the imperialists cannot do, because they are
doorned by history. A correct and realistic as,sessment of the situation
is, then, the earnest of fresh success on every sector of the front and
provides a firm basis for ffnal victory. 'Experience," Comradle Brezh-
nev said in his address on the 50th anniversary of the October Revo-
lution, "shows that to defeat such a strong and perfffious enemy as

imperialisrn, we must oppose to him, besides ffrmness and self-sacriffc-
ing readiness to ffght, sober political analysis, coolness and tenaciqr."
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That is fully conffrmed by recent experience in Latin America and it
must be ta(en into account in assessing present and future revolution-

ary opportunities.
The hght against the U.S. im,perialist, rnachinery o{ repression re-

quires *6bilirition and deployrnent of all the popular forces. Defeated

oi other fronts, notably in Vietnam, the aggressors are preparing,

and already carrying out, preventive measures in all parts of Latin
Arnerica. They are using the most barbarous means in an attompt to

crush the popular movements. Hence, unity of the anti-imperialist
forces, on a national and continental soa1e, is todlay a vital need.

Isolated forces are an easy prey for the enemy, and the enemy knows

that. That is why he is working so methodically to split the ranks of

the popular vanguard. We, in Latin-Amerioa, know frorn experience,

thatlmperialism is quick to exploit every oPPortunity offered by those

who sow disunity. Marx wroter "An army in which the sol&ers quarrel
less will defeat its adversary." This is all the more valid today in the
hard-fought revolutionary battles now unfolding in Latin America.

And Latin America will not be led into the morass of defeatism,
whatever imperialist p,ropaganda may say or do. The masses are ffght-
ing for their economic and political demands. The U.S. government,
no matter what method it employs, cannot stop the revolutionary
ferment in Latin America. The exploiters and freebooters want to
bully our people into compliance so as to rnake it all the easier to
drain the life-blood of our countries. But that is a dream. It will never
be a reality, for as the imperialists multiply their crimes and escalate

their wars, whether in Latin America or in other Parts of the world,
the forces facing them will grow, and the battle will grow in intensity,
The process is inexorable; it is present in every contest between those

who want the triumph of the new and those who want to perpetuate
the old. And in these battles the masses are being steeled; frorn them
they draw inspiration and faith in the ffnal triumph of their cause.



HEBBERT APTHEKEB

Fnr Peace and Freedom, The [yprus [hapter

From ]une 6-8, the World Council for Peace held an emergency
rneeting in Nicosia, capital of the beautiful island-Republic of Cyprus.
Here a people whose four-year war was crowned with independence
in 1960 made us welcorne; and this at a time when-after the near
catastrophe of NovembeE 1967, with Turkish and Greek aspirations
concerning Cyprus almost producing war-there were peaceful nego-
tiations going forward, in Beirut, between representatives of the
majority Greek-Cypriot and the minority Turkish-Cypriot peoples.
That the Clpriot government itself is committed to a policy of neutral-
ity, peace and anti-colonialism was made clear by Archbishop Maka-
rios, President of the Republic, during the audience he granted the
delegates to our Meeting.*

The urgent matters that brought us together were in the ffrst p1ace,

the Vietnamese war and the Paris discussions betweon representatives
of the United States and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam; of
pressing and immediate concern, also, were the threat of renewed
war in the Mid-East and the intensifying danger of worldwide conflict
arising from the repression in the African colonies of Portugal and in
Southern Africa.

Sixty-ffve men and women from thirty-ffve nations in every part
of the world participated in the discussions; plenary and/or commis-
sion meetings commenced at 9 a.m. and adjourned at midnight during
the ffrst two days. Unanimity having been achieved, it was possible
for the Meeting to adjourn rather early in the evening of June 8;
awaiting us was a ffne dinner highlighted by folk-singing and dancing
offered by Cypriot youth.

It would almost be easier to say from whence we did not come:
we gathered from India, Japan, Mongolia, and Australia, from North
Korea and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam, from the
Soviet Union, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Bulgaria, the German
Democratic Republic, Hungary and France, from Italy, Britain and

* See, E. Papaioannou, "New Phase in the Struggle of the Cypriot Peo-
ple," World, Mar*ist Reoiew, M,ay, 1968, pp. 48-50.
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Spain, from Mexico, Chile, Argentina, and Canada, frorn Sudan,

Nigeria, Angola, and South Africa, and-with particular strength-
from the lands of the Mid-East, including Iraq, S1ria, Lebanon, the
United Arab Republie, Algeria, and fsrael. From the United States we
were threer Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, physician, newspaper publisher,
public ffgure from California and a member of the Cbuncil's Presidium,
Robert Greenblatt, invited from the National Mobilization Committee,
and this writer.

OnYietnnm

Representing the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam was
Mr. Dinh Ba Thi, a characteristically mild-mannered, soft-spoken and
strikingly young statesman. In a rather briet opening speech, Dinh Ba
Thi remarked that "the whole world had come to realize, in the past
fourteen years, what the U.S. Government's desire for peace in Viet-
nam really is and how that Government respects the Vietnamese
people's right to sovereignty and national independence." He added:

Since time immemorial, the Vietnamese people have lived in
their country which is situated more than ten thousand kilometers
away from the United" States. Our people have never touched an
inch of the territory of the United States. They have never launched
one bomb nor ffred one bullet on to the soii of the United States.
It is therefore obvious that our people have done nothing that could
interfere',vith the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the United States, nor have they done anything that could harm
the security and peaee of the United States.

Dinh Ba Thi emphasized that a new stage in the struggle in his
country had been reached. "Revolutionary power has been estab-
lished," he said, 'in thousands of villages and even in certain county
towns and districts." He stressed the signiftcance ,of the fact that "the
Alliance of National Democratic and Peace Forces has been formed,"
that this united "many prominent public ftgures, intellectuals, writers,
students, business people, civil servants and officials frorr puppet
administrative and military bodies of different political trends, organ-
izations, religions and parties"; it represented, he said, "the great
development of new forces engaged in the stmggle against the United
States and the Thieu-Ky clique." The National Liberation Front, he
continued, places "great value on the foundation of the Alliance,"
support its action program "and is ready to cooperate with the Alli-
ance in the struggle against the American aggressors for national sal-
vation."

Dinh Ba Thi paid the warmest possible tribute to the support ren-
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dered the people of Vietnam in their just struggle; he noted in par-
ticular the indispensable aid from the socialist countries and spoke
glowingly of the massive anti-war movement in the United States.

Urging that peace forces maintain and intensify their pressures-espe-
cially now with the Paris discussions under way-he emphasized,
in his conclusion, developments in the United States. Indeed, in a
rnanner peculiarly moving to those of us from the United States, this
ffghter from the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam, stressed

at the end of his talk, the need:

To give active support and join in the skuggle of American intel-
lectuals, students, youth, women, wonkers, churchmen and the Ne-
gro people against the war waged by their government in Viebram,
combined with the struggle against poverty and the struggle against
racial discrimination in the United States.

The present writer was given the opportunity to speak on the ques-
tion of Vietnam; having ten minutes at his disposal, he chose to con-

centrate upon ,the Paris talks, and said:
"Vice-President Humphrey and former' Vice-President Nixon, pre-

sently the front-runners for the Democratic and Republican nomina-
tions for President of the United States, havs both been urging that
in view of the Paris negotiations, the war in Vietnam not be discussodl;

that a policy of watchful silence prevail,
"It is our opinion that this advice is precisely the opposite of what

is needed-if peace is the obieotive. A policy of watchful silence in
the U.S. will help induce the total collapse of the Paris talks. Only
the heroic and growingly successful resistance of the Vietnamese peo-
ple, plus the tidal wave of opposition to U.S. aggression throughout
the rvorld, plus the massive anti-war movement in the United States

-especially, in this connection, the merging of the peace and freedom
movements-forced President ]ohnson's withdrawal from the Presi-
dential race, the agreement to negotiate at all, and the transformation
of the political picture at home.

"It is mass pressure which was decisively important in bringing
about discussions; it will be the intensiffcation of mass pressure which
will help determine a successful outcome to those discussions.

"The cornrnencement of the talks was saturated with demagogy and
provocation by Washington: on the site for the meeting; ge,ographically
limiting the bombing but logistically intensifying it; appropriating
additional billions speciftcally for the aggression against Vietnam;
st-rnding additional troops to South Vietnam. And then at the discus-
sion's start, having the brazenness to dernand "reciprocaf action from
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the D.R.V. and getting it-the only possible reciprocal action-a guar-
antee from the D.R.V. that it will not bomb the United Statesl

"No, with the election campaigp, rather than a relaxation of the
anti-war movement, it must be intensifted and ruust becoma, in faot,
that election campaign. As of this rnoment lJune 6] it appears likely
that it will be Humphrey vs. Nixon in Novernber-by no means cer-
tain, but likely. To change that disrnal choice or, at leas! to make its
consequences less fatal, it is necessary to achieve a breakthrough in
the Paris discussions before the summer ends-preferably before the
August nominating conventions. On what basis? On the complete and
unconditional cessation of the bornbing of the D.R.V. by the U.S.

With this accomplished, then aotual peace nego'tiations can cornmence

and here the National Liberation Front as the authentic voice of the
South Vietnamese people must play its decisive part; there must then
be agreernent on the withdrawal of all foreign troops frorn Vietnam
and there must be re-affirmation of the essence of Genwa, namely,
recognition of the independence, unity, integrity, and sovereignty
of Vietnam.

"The hawks and the ultra-Right speak of their growing impatience;
they insist there is no sense in talking and demand that the talking
stop and that the U.S. devote all its resources and :use all its weapons
against Vietnam.

"TXre looney-birds and the ultra-Left speak of their fear of 'betrayal'
and insist that there is no sense in talking. They say only the gun must
decide and only the gun can decide and that the need is not conferring
but killing.

"Once again-as so often in history-despite different words, ultra-
Left and ultra-Right agee in substance; both want the collapse o{
the discussions and the continued cruciffxion of the Vietnamese people
with the clear threat of World War III. If their line were adopted
it is altogether likely that fascism would triumph in tlie United States;

when this happ,ened in Germany it meant disaster, but should it hap-
pen in the U.S. it will mean catastrophc.

"No; an end to this aggression by the U.S. can be forced politically
and diplornatically. The anti-war movement already has transforrned
the political picture in the U.S.; it can force a change in the tactics
of U.S. foreign policy. This means more, not less, pressure; rnore, not
less mass activity, everywhere in the world, against U.S. aggression in
Vietnam and for an end to the killing.

"Contrary to Nixon and Humphrey, this is not the time for silenee
on Vietnam; rather the times call for such loud, insis'tent and organized
demands for peace that Washington will be compelled to end the
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bornbing of the DRV altogether and then seriously commence, on the
basis of Geneva, a peaceful settlement in Vietnam.

"Finally, Mr. Chairrnan, permit me another moment to convey a

piece of in-formation. This coming October there is to oonvene a
Hemispheric Conference to End the War in Vietnam in Montreal,
Canada. Mass delegations are desired; from the United States will
come black and white people, Puerto Rican, Mexican-American and

American Indian peoples. Surely massive representation will be pre-
sent from Canada and from Latin America. It is also to be hoped that
the World Council of Peace r1,iII give its full support to this signiffcant
effort to occur one month before the U.S. presidential election.*

"Thank you."
'fhe Cyprus meeting was not devoid of comment tending to play

down the consequence of the Paris discussions. However, a phone call
to the W.C.P. secretariat from the North Vietnamese delegation in
Paris calling for support and urging that a delegation be sent by the
W.C.P. to Paris terminated such expressions. A commission was estab-

lished to draft a special Appeal on this matter; the present writer was

empowered by that comrnission to draft the Appeal and it was adopted
unanimously by the W.C.P. (Its text is very similar to the speech
above quoted).

The Mid-East

As I have said, the strength of the delegation from the countries
of the Mid-East was a notable feature of the Cyprus meeting; the
strength consisted not only in its greater representativeness-above all,
in the presence of a dlelegate frorn Israel-but also in a greater con-
fidence as well as realism.

The report on behalf of the Arab delegates was delivered by Mohei
el Din Khaled of the United Arab Rep'ublic-a Member of the Presi-
dium of the WCF. He reiterated the points rnade at the Leningrad
m,eeting of the Presidium (October, 1967) and at the New Delhi Con-
ference in Support of Arab Peoples (November, 1967):"* aggression
must never profit the aggressor; oc"cupied territories must be evacuated;
the rights of the refugee peoples must be upheld; the existence of all

*Those interested in the Montreal ,eonference should write to: Edward
M. Sloan, 220 Chernin ,rle Ia Cote Ste. Caiherine, Montreal 8, Quebec,
Canada. The WCP promised at the Cyprus meeting its full support; the
delegation from Latin America in particular took note of the event.

**This writer participated in both events and reported on them in
Politiaal, Affuirs, January, 19168.
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States in the Mid-East, inclu&ng that of Israel, is not in question; all
forms of chauvinism-whether directed against Arab or Jewish peo-
ples-are abominable. He added, what had been accomplished sinoe

the New Delhi Meeting, that agreement with and enioreement of the
UN Resolution, adopted unanimously by the Security Council on

November 22, L967, represented a ffrm and just basis for the establish-
ment of peace in the Mid-East and the achievement of security by
all peoples and nations therein.

Notable in this report was the extensive and warm tribtrte paid

Jervish and Arab peoples inside Israel who had raised their voices in
opposition to the concepts of "preventive war," to the persistence in
occupying territories of other States and who denounced the exPan-

sionist policies of the Israeli gover:ament.
Particularly notable was the address rnade by the heroic Tawffq

Toubi, a rnember of the Israeli Knesset. Toubi reiterated that, "We
defend, of course, the iust rights of the people of Israel, the right of
Israel's existence which was formed as an expression o'f self-determina-
tion and in accordance with the decisions of the UNO 1947 resolu-
tion'; he pointed o'ut, that while he said this now and has always said
this and said this d.uring the madness just precefing anrd accompany-
ing the "six-Days War," he added then and adds now:

Whfle upholding and defending this right of the people of Israel,
we told thern, however, the truth that the war had nothing to do
with defending this right, but it is an adventure against the neigh-
boring Arab countries which can never bring Israel and her peqple
nearer to security and peace, it would never solve problems, but
on the contrary it can only complicate relations, deepen the trenches
between Israel and the Arab countries and create new dangers to
the security of the people of Israel.

Tawffq Toubi reported that doubts as to the wisdorn-not to say
justice-of the war were spreadiog it Israel; it had not brought Peace;
it had resulted in higher taxes and prices; it meant conscription now
for three years rather than 2, ; it meant war expenditures of $800,-
000,000 per year, or 43 per cent of the total state budget for weaponsl
It had meant a definite turn to the Right in Israeli politics as well as

mounting international isolation.
Toubi emphasized the growing opposition to repression and expan-

sion within Israel, rnentioning especially youth, students and intel-
ligentsia. As a rec.ent exarnple, he cited the open letter of Professor
Yeshayahu Leibovitz, of Hebrew University in Jerusalem, published
in the daily paper, Yediot Alrurmot (April 12): "Annexation is a
tragedy; it means destruction of the statg annihilation of a people,
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breaking up of social structure, and the dernoralizing of men. . . .

What then is the alternative? To get out from ruling one and a haU

million Arabs, to return to the status quo of June 5 . . . I do not see

in the territorial gains of the Six-Days War any lever for positive de-

velopment. Some speak about federation. Federation is imposing
colonialism, imposing a rule of quislings; this is worse than annexation

-it is occupation with hypocrisy."
Toubi stressed the great importance of the "clear and unambiguous

declarations made by tlle Foreign Minister of the UAR concerning
the readiness of his government to implement in full the UN security
resolution and to adhere to a prescribed time-table for the implenren-
tation of all its parts. Two central paragraphs in Toubi's speech were:

While always opposing and stuggling against the pro-imperial-
ist, predatory and militarist policy of the Israeli ruling circles who
refuied to recognize any rign-t of the Palestine Arab people and thus
blocked the way to a settlement, we, at the same time, opposed
adventurous and reactionary nationalist Arab positions heard in
the past and still being heari in certain circles, ialsely interpreting
the just rights of the Palestine Arab people as meaning the liqui-cla-
tion'of the State of Israel. Such adventurous positions still ftnd
expression in re,usal to cooperate with the UN for the implemen-
tation of the UN Security eouncil resolution, to the detriment o,f

the cause of struggle for eliminating the consequences of the last
Iune'uvar and to the detriment of peace.' E*perience shows that the rnord clear and striking is the position
of thi anti-imperialist forces in the Arab countries in favor of a

just and peacelul settlement to the Palestine problem based on the
mutual r6cognition of the rights of both peoples-the Arab PeoPles
and the peoples of Israel-the more difficult it will be for the im-
perialist ind reactionary forces to exploit the Arab-Israeli dispute
igainst the interests of all peoples of the region and against the
ailti-imperialist Arab nationil riovement and-the easier ft will be
to rnobilize forces in the world and even in Israel itself for the
peaceful and just settlement of th9 present crisis, for_the liquidation
6f aggression-and for ensuring the just rights of all peoples con-
cerned.

Toubi concluded by reiterating the need to implement the UN Re-

solution, and by emphasizing that the security of Israells future lay
"not in being in the imperialist front against the Arab peoples but
with the Arab peoples against irnperialism."

It was the Arab friends at the Cyprus rneeting who drew up and

circulated for signature there-and for signature by peoples every'
where in the world, including the United States-a statement urging
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"speedy and effective stops to secure full irnplementation of the reso-

lution on the Middle East adopted by the UN Security Council on
November 22, L967."

Basic to that Resolution, of course, was its denunciation of "the
acquisition of territory by war" and its demand that such acquisition
be terminated. Since in the United States this essential rnatter is
minimized and-frequently-omitted* it will be in order to publish
its full text (rerninding the reader that this fu[l text was an integral
part of the petition originating with the Arab delegates at Cyprus and
now in process of world-wide circulation at Arab initiative):

RESOLUTION 242 (1967)

The Seanity Council,
Expressing its continuing concern with the grave situation in the

Middle East,
Emphasizi.ng the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory

by war and the need to work for a just and lasting peace in which
every State in the area can live in security,

Emphasizing further that all Mernber States in their acceptance
of the Charter of the United Nations have undertaken a commitment
to act in accordance with Article 2 of the Charter, [which affirms
the sovereign equality of all Mernbers and the obligation of all
Members to settle their disputes only by peaceful means and to
refrain from the use,of force against the territorial integrity of any
Memberl

l. Affirms that the fulfflment of Charter principles requires the
establishment of a just and lasting peace_in the Middle East
which should include the application of both tlie following prin-
ciples:

i) Withdrawal of Israeli arm,ed forces from territories oc-
cupied in the recent confict;

ii) Telmination of all claims or states of belligerency and
respect for and acknowledgment of the sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity and political independence of every State
in the area and their riglrt to live in peace within secure
and recognized bound.aries free from tlreats or acts of
force;

* T\aro striking examples of this despicable piece of distortion are the
halfrpage ad, paid for by the Sun Ray Drug Co., in ,t1rre New York T'i'mes,
June 16, signed by about 50 University professors, deans and presidents,
calling for "peace in the Mid-East," citing and quoting extensively from
the UN Resolution but never once mentioning its denunciation of territorial
expansion and its insistenee that that be terminated. Michael Arnon, Consul
General of Israel, does exactly the sarne thing in a letter in the Tim,es,

June 17. Bracketed material is added hy me.
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2. Affirms further the necessity
a) For -guaranteed freedom of navigation through interna-

tional waterways in the area;
b) For achieving a just settlement of the refugee problem;
c) For guaranteeing the territorial inviolability aid political

independence of every State in the area, thrbugh rieasures
including the establishment of dernilitarized zones;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to designate a Special Represen-
tative to proceed to the Middle East to establish and miintain
contacts with the States concerned in order to promote agree-
ment and assist efiorts to achieve a peaceful and iccepted se-ttle-
ment in accordance with the provisions and princifles of this
resolution;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Security Council
on the progresf of the efforts of the Special Representative as
soon as possible.

On this basis, it was unanimo'us1y agreed at the Cyprus Meeting,
a just and lasting peace can be built in the Middle East. The Meeting
endorsed the proposal to hold the second rnternational conference
in Support of the Arab Peoples, in Cairo, sometime in Novernber-
Deoember, 1968. The objective of a broad conference devoted to ways
of securing an end to aggression and occupation in the Middle East
and the mutual recognition of the sovereignty of all states in the re$on
also was enthusiastically endorsed.

On Afri,ca

C-onsequential is the fact that during the past year a very close
working relationship has developed between the world council for
Peace and the Afro-Asian solidarity organization; this manifested
itself clearly in the New Delhi conference last November and was
marked at the Cyprus Meeting.

-_While 
many_problems relating to peace and Africa-including the

Nigerian _tragedy-were dealt with, the main concentration was upon
the developing struggles for national liberation in the Republic- of
south A-frica, in other areas of southern Africa and in the p&tuguese-
held colonies in Africa. A young activist from south Africa, br-a
Nokwe,-reprgsgnting I. B. Marks of the A.frican National congress
(a member of the w.c.P.'s Presidium), spoke on behalf of the Afiican
delegates. He defined the Smith-salazar-Vorster axis now drominating
south Africa, Rhodesia and the Portuguese colonies as an "unhol!
alliance" which is "based on a comrnon ideology-the maintenance
of colonialism, racism and fascism." "It has," Duma Nokwe continued,
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,'a comrnon economic objective-the ruthless exploitation of the peo-

ples of Southern Africa and their resources. It also has a cornmon

iolitical and military objective-to stem the spread of the African Re-

iolution and to subvert it where it has already been successful."

The speaker emphasized that the South African regimg had very

close tie-s iMith thtwest German government; he wamed that both

Governments are morring towards the development of nuclear weaP-

onry to be based in South Africa. Four organizations of African peo-

ples are now actively struggling-anms 1n hand-against the- Smith-

Salazar-Vorster axis; all have friendly relations but a new phase of

the struggle commenced in August, 1967 when the African Peoples

Corrgreri,"ffghting against VorstJr and the Zimbabwe African Peoples

Unit], lZefU), opposing Smith, joined forces in a military_alliance.

This nationd h6eration struggle is-as all such struggles are-
simultaneously a struggle to prevent world war. This is so because

as the speaker stressed: "Imperialism and fascism are using South

Africa ai their base and springboard for launching a counter-revolu-

tionary ofiensive in Africa. The aggressive nature of these forces con-

stitutes a direct threat to peace and independence not only in Africa,
but also in the rest o{ the world."

Paying, "with humility," homage to the peoples of Vietnam, draw-
ing inspiration from the valiant struggles of all peoples, this South
African ffghter pledged unending battle "to destroy racialism, colonial-
ism and fascis'rn" and asked for the solidarity of the progressive forces

in the world. Since the United States is the main economic and military
bastion of the racist and colonialist forces in Africa and since in the
United States there live twenty-two millions descended to one degree

or another from Africans-and oppressed by racism-frorn none more
than from the peoples of the United States must such solidarity come.

At this Cyprus Meeting ffnal arrangements went forward for a Con-
ference in Support of African Liberation to be held probably in the
Sudan during November-December 1968; this is to be iointly sponsored
by the World Council for Peace and by the Afro-Asian Solidarity
Organization.

In the above pages only certain of the highlights of the Cyprus
Meeting have been sketched; whole areas discussod there at length-
as European Security, Latin-American developments, questions re-
lating to the Korean and Japanese peoples-have had to be omitted
for lack of space. The main thing is that, particularly since the Stock-
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holm Meeting on Vietnam (July, 1967),* in which the W.C.P. was
one of several sponsors, the international meetings on problems of
peace and war have grown more and more all-inclusive, more and
more realistic-and more and more effective. They have been im-
portant instrumentalities of the theory of peaceful co-existence and
have helped put that theory into practice. On the success of that prac-
tice depends the survival of human life; the Cyprus rneeting of the
World Council of Peace was an important moment in the implemen-
tation of that practice.

]une 17, 1968

(Continued from page 17)

What is required is a powerful new and tougher anti-Vietnam war
opposition of a mass character and focused at the point of production
of the material for war-at the factories and docks. What is required
is for everyone who has ever before acted out a demand for the end.
ing of the U.S. aggression in Vietnam to do so again and again in
company with new millions who have not spoken or acted for peaco
heretofore, Ab,ove all, it rneans carrying the rnessage to the trado
unionists, that they will join in fully with the Negro people in seeing
that their special class and material self-interest can best be served
by doing all that is called for to force an end to the anti-human war
which Washington wages against Vietnam.

*Reported on by the present writer in Pol;i,tical Affui.rs, August 196?.

VASII.Y SOTODOVNIKOV-

The Soviet l]nion
and the African Natinns

The s,truggle of the A.frican peoPle against the colonizers began
urhen the ffrst invaders appeared in the rniddle of the 19th century.
In the early stages the peoples often gained temporary victories in
spite of the clear technical and rnilitary superiority of their oPPressors.

Lacking, however, any political leadership in the form of parties
or movements that could instill anti-imperialist consciousness, they
fought separately against the powerful imperialist enemy who took
advantage of their tribal difierences to subjugate them.

The victory of the Russian Revolution aided the spread of socialist
and Communist ideas arnong the advanced workers and the best sec-

tions of the African intelligentsia. They began to realize that colonial-
ism oould be defeated; that to do it, it was necessary to prepare the
anti-imperialist forces ideologicaily and organizationally.

The October Revolution thus laid the basis for the ftrst s,tage of
revolutionary struggle of the peoples of Africa against national and
colonial oppression. In several countries Comrnunist parties were
created. At the beginning of the twenties Cornmunist parties appeared
in Egypt and the Union of South Africa. In Algeria, Tunis and Morocco
sections of the French Co'rnmunist Party were created in 1920. They
became independent parties: in Algeria in 1936, in Tunis in 1987 and
ftr Morocco in 1943.

lm,pact of Oc'tober Reaolu,tilon on National Liberati.on

The influence of October was re,flected, in the unfolding of the na-
tional liberation struggles on,the African continent. In 1919 and 1.921

there were armed uprisings in Egypt against English rule, which forced
the British Government to abolish its protectorate over Egypt in 1922.
During the uprising the fellaheen formed Soviets in the villages.

In 1921, Moorish tribes revolted against Spanish colonial domina-
tion in Morocco and this resulted in the formation of the Moroscan

*Vasily Solodovnikov is a Corresponding Member of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR. This lecture was delivered at the Scientific Confer-
ence on The Great October Socialist Revolution and the National Liberation
Movement in the Countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, held in
Baku, Septem;ber 79-27, 1967. It is reprinted in slightly abridged form.



42 POI.IflCtrI .IFFAIBS

Republic, later that same year. Led by t-he famous leader Abdul-
Kerim, it lasted ffve years.

In 19IB-19, there were peasant uprisings in Nigeria, Gamilia and
Sierra Leone, ln L922, there were demonstrations in the city of Puerto
Nuevo (Dahomey), the Cameroons and Togo,

During the period of the world economic crisis (1929-33), the con-
ditions of the colonial masses worsened. A wave of peasant distur-
bances spread in the Congo, the Upper Volta, Dahomey, on the Gold
Coast and in Sierra Leone. In many countries the African workers
began strike struggles for improvement of their conditions.

In the thirties, Italian and German fascism became the main enerny
of the national liberation movement of the African peoples. Taking
advantage of the impotence of the League of Nations, Mussolini
started war against Ethiopia in the fall of 1985, and by May 1936
he declared it to be a colony of Italy.

The Soviet Union was the only great power which came out
deterrninedly for Ethiopia and exposed the policies of Italian fascism.
On November 22, L935, it sent a note to the League of Nations, de-
claring: "The Soviet Government considers it impermissible that
Ethiopia should constitute an exception to the rules applied by the
League of Nations to all its other members. In the op,inion of the So-
viet Gover:nmerr-t, all members of the League are entitled to equal
rights in the event of an attack, regardless of race or creed," and called
for sanctions against Italy.*

At a reception in the Iftemlin in 1959, Emp,eror Haile Selassie of
Ethiopia recalled that only the Soviet Union ". . . supported the cause
of Ethiopia in the League of Nations and refused to recognize the
seizure of Ethiopia by the fascists."** The policy of defending the
equal rights of all nations in the struggle against aggression was and
rernains the,cornerstone of the foreign policy of the Cornmunis't Party
of the Soviet Union and of the Soviet government.

Representing an even greater threat to the A-frican peoples, the
Hitlerite fascists demanded the "return' of "their" colonies, i.e., those
belonging to the Gerrnan imperialists up to World War I. After sub-
jugating the West European nations, the Hitlerites openly proclaimed
as their goal the conquest of all of Africa, and its conversion into a
source of cheap raw materials.

For this reason the war of the USSR against fascist Germany was

*Vneshnaga Politiku USSR (Foreign policy of the USSB), Collected
Documents, Vol. IV, Moscow, 7946, p. 74.

**Praodn, July 12, 1959.
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sirnultaneously a war against the colonial seizure of Aftica by the
Germans.

Even while the war was going on, the Soviet government came out
with an important declaration on the postwar world arrangement:
"The Soviet Union in its foreign policy rnaintains the high principle
of the sovereignty rights of nations. [It] is guided by the principle of
self-determination of nations . . . champions the right of eaoh nation
to independent government and territorial integrity of its land, the
right to establish whatever social system and to elect whatever form
of government it deems suitable and necessary to secure its economic
and cultural growth."* This declaration corresponded to the aspira-
tions of the revolutionary forces in the colonies and inspired them in
their struggle against the colonialists.

The historical victories over fascism in World War II constituted
a weakening of the imperialist system as a whole.

The liquidation of colonialism after World War II began in Asia,
where at that time the contradictions between the peoples and the
colonialists reached the boiling point. The colonizers were in no con-
dition to cope with the national liberation movement in that area.

They were compelled in rnany instances to retreat before the people
and agree to independence.

Th imperialist powers at ffrst hoped that, having made concessions

in Asia, they would succeed in maintaining intaot the colonial system
in Africa. The national liberation movement in Algeria (1945) and in
Madagascar (1947) was drormred in blood.

Sooiet Suppot of National Liberation Struggles

The Soviet Union unmasked the plans of the colonial powers to
perpetuate the ,oppression of the African nations and supported them
in their just demands. In 1946, the representatives of the Soviet Union
in the UN Security C,ouncil supported the demand of the Egyptians
and Sudanese for removal of British troops from their territories.
The USSR supported the granting of independence to Lybia, Morocco
and Tunisia. In 1954, the heroic armedt struggle of the Algerian people
for freedom and independence unfolded,. The Soviet Union and the
other socialis,t countries rendered political, diplomatic and military
aid to the Algerian people who, in an eight-year struggle, achieved
the freedorn of their country. The struggle of the Algerian people

*The USSR and the Cowntries of Africa, Vol. I, Moscow, 1963, page III,
Russian edition.
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became an important landmark in the national liberation struggles of
the African peoples.

The determined support by the USSR of the national liberation war
in Algeria, and wherever else such wars were fought, showed that the
USSR always supp'orted, and will continue to support, the jus,t na-
tional liberation wars of the oppressed peoples. Therein lies the essence
of the proletarian internationalism of the CFSU. This fact does not
contradiot the statements of the CPSU and of the Soviet Government
that they have always stood for peaceful coexistence with countries
having difrerent social-economic systems. One cannot impose a social
system by force or war on any oountry. The changing of a social
order is the internal affair of each nation.

At all stages of the national liberation struggle of the peoples of
Africa against their colonizers, the USSR has always been on the side
oJ the revolutionary forces. It is well known that, having unleashed
the Anglo-French-Israeli aggression in the fall of 1g56 against Egypt,
the imperialist powers hoped not only to crush the national liberation
rnovement within that leading Arab coruntry, b,ut to p;ut the brakes
on the development of such a movernent in the whole world and, ffrst
of all, in Africa.

The determined help given by the Soviet Union to the people of
Egypt play,ed a major role in the failure of these plans. Imperialism
was compelled to retreat.

Tu.rning Poirrt in Battle for Independence in Africa
Ttre failure of 'the Anglo-French-Israeli aggression was a turning

point in the rnovernent of the African peoples for political independ"
ence. These events showed that there exists a new alignment of f"r""s
in the international arena which strengthens the struggles of the Afri-
can peoples for independence.

The position of the ussR o r the national liberation struggle of the
African nations is dernonstrated by the fact that it *rr on th" initia-
tive of the soviet union that, in lgBQ ttre General Assenably of the
united Nations issued a Declaration of Independence for bolonial
Lands and Peoples.

within-a short period 39 African countries gained political independ-
ence. rn the mid-sixties the ffrst stage of the anti-irnperialist revolution
in Africa r,vas in the rnain completed. with the liquidation of colonial-
ism an entire stage in the history of the peoples of Africa ended. The
peoples of that continent entered the road of independent political
development and for the ffrst tirne in history s,tartei to play an im-
portant role in the world arena. we must at the same timi rernember
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that in a nurnber o{ A,frican oountries colonialisrn still mles, and in
its most virulent form-racism. For this reason, the struggle of the
revolutionary forces against colonialism and racism still continues. The
Soviet Union, together with all the revolutionary forces of Africa,
struggle hard and persistently against the racist regirnes established
in South Africa and Rhodesia. The USSR has broken ofi all relati,ons

with these countries, including commericial relations.
Our country also calls for the Iiberation of Sotrthwest Africa frorn

the domination of fascist South Africa, "We," declared the representa-
tive of the USSR at the 2lst session of the UN General Assernbly,
"fully support the demand of the African governments that the South
African Republic be deprived of the mandate to rule Southwest Africa."
He declared further: "We share the opinion that in the event the South
African Rep'ublic refuses to fulftll the decision of the General Assembly
of the United Nations, it is necessary immediately to recommend to the
Security Council the application of appropriate sanctions."

The Soviet Union also insists that Portugal should, without furttrrer

delay, grant independence to its colonies, cease its repressions against
the African people and accede to their lawful demands.

The struggle against colonialism and racism in Africa has always

been one of the revolutionary Leninist pninciples of Soviet foreign
policy. The Soviet Union has always been on the side of the people
struggling for their independence. As has been correctly noted in the
progressive press everywtrrere, tihe successes of the na'tional liberation
movernent have come about as the result of true unity of the socialist
countries, the world Cornrnunist movement and the nati,onal liberation
movement. In our opinion, this is one of the historic lessons to be
learned from the struggles of the revolutionary peoplles against colo-
nialisrn and imperialisrn in general.

N e o-C olonialisn in Afri.ca

In the ffrst stage of the anti-imperialist revolution, direct political
domination by the colonial potrl/ers was done away with in rnost of the
oolonies, b'trt imperialist exploitation and economic depend'ence were
not destroyed. Instead of the classic form of oolonialism with ttle
"rnother country'' openly depriving the peoples of the colonies of
their political rights, there is now neo-colonialism, whereby a oountry
remains formally independent but, in reality, is so stifled by eco-

nomic and ffnancial dependence, that it cannot utilize its potritical
independence.

How strongly dependent the African countries are economically
on international imperialisrn is illustrateil by the character of their
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foreign trade. In 1964, about 84 per cent of the state exports from
the A,frican countries went to the developed capitalist countries, at a
time when the comparable figures for exports frorn all the developing
countries taken tokether was 72.7 per cent. The imperialist powers,
through the world capitalist rnarket, to this day maintain and exploit
the monocultural oharacter of production in the African states. Ninety
per cent of the exp,onts of the independent countries of Africa consist
of raw materials. These countries suffer systematic worsening of trade
relations with the imperialist countries. The president of Senegal,
analyzrng the status of the African countries on the world rnarke!
said with good reason that "the more we work, the less we earn."
Neo-colonialism has led to a tremendous overflorv of wealth from
Africa into the coffers of the imperialist powers in the form of proftts,
interest, and dividends to private foreign investors.

Neo-colonialism, that of the United States in particular, utilizes
all means and methods-from ffnancial econornic dependence to open
intervention in the interrral affairs of sovereign states and, ffnally,
direct aggression-in order to retain the developing countries within
the olbit of imperialism. They want these countries as econornic ap-
pendages and as military strategic reserves in the struggle for world
d,omination.

Another grave consequence of colonial rule is the political frag-
mentation of the continent into small countries, many of which can-
not exist as independent economic entities, and thus cannot attain
independent development without outsidte help. From the start, one
of the immediate urgent tasls whiclr confronted the African nations,
was to ffnd the path toward political and eoonomic collaboration on
a regional or subregional basis. Without this there can be no future
for Africa. A long stride in this direction was the creation of the
Organization of African Unity, the role of which, however, has to a
considerable extent been nulliffed. through ,the activities of the impe-
rialist powers. The recent session of the heads of governrnent of the
OAU gave rise to a more optimistic oudook for the strengthening
of the unity of the African countries.

A-fter the attainment of political independence there arose before
the African nations, in all its gravity, the problems of doing away
with the me&eval living conditions and the aftermath of colonial rule,
especially economic backrvardness.

The African countries desperately needed a radical change in the
economic and social structure they inherited frorn colonialism. This
systern is distinguished by the diversity of their econornies and un-
developed class relations. fn the African countries, partieularly in
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tropical Africa, the dominant sector is the single-commodity and even
the natural economy. In a,number of countries foreign capital pre-
dominates. As a rule, national capital is weak. In most African eoun-
tries the state sector is the best developed.

The problems of the transition period about which we speak arise,
on the one hand, from the incompleteness of the anti-imperialist revolu-
tion and, on the other, from the policies of neo-colonialism.

The Non-Capi,talist Path of Detselopment

The anti-imperialist revolution in Africa has entered its second
stage with the struggle for economic independence, for a choice of
paths toward socio-econornic development, for methods of overcom-
ing econornic backwardness. The complexity of these problems, and
the necessity of determining the class approach to them, has given
rise to a shalpened internal political struggle to determine the politi-
cal orientation of these oountries. These factors, in our opinion, Iie at
the basis of the many military coups in AIrica.

The impact of the October'Revolution on the fate of the peoples
of Africa was far-reaching: the very existence of a powerful bloc of
socialist countries and their strong support in opposition to irnperial-
ism, helped to accelerate the historic conditions for the transition to,
and the construction of, a socialist society in a number of African
countries, thereby bypassing capitalism.

Already at the present time, two basic groups of states have been
formed in Africa. Some of these are atternpting to overcome their eco-
nomic backwardness by choosing the capitalist road of development.
Other African countries have declared their ultirnate goal to be the
construction of a socialist society, and are introducing socio-economic
measures in that direction. A third Soup have not yet decided what
path to follow.

The struggle for a non-capitalist path of development is the most
characteristic phenomenon of present-day Africa. This speciffc path
toward. socialism stems from the concrete historical con&tions obtain-
ing in these countries, where the struggle is not only against capitalism,
which is poorly developed, b'ut mainly against medieval conditions.
Lenin, addressing the delegates at the Second Congress of Comrnunist
Organizations of the Peoples of the East, said:

In this respect you are confronted with a task which has not
previously 

-confronted the Communists of the world: relying upon
the ge-neral theory and practice of Cornmunism, you qusi adipt
yourselves to speci8c conditions such as do not exist in the Eruopean
courrtries; you must be able to apply that theory and practice to
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conditions in which the task is,to wage a struggle against naedieval
suryivals and not against capitatsm. . . . You must ffnd speciffc
forms for this alliance of the foremost proletarians of the 

-world

with the laboring and, exploited masses of the East whose condi-
tions are in many cases rnedieval. . . ." (Collected Works, VoL
30, P. 161.)

It is the search for these new forms of struggle for socialism, under
the backward conditions of Africa, that constitutes the main content
of the ideological struggle of Marxism-Leninism in Africa. The Marxist-
Leninist concepts of the non-capitalist path of development, industrial-
ization, planning, etc., oonstitute state policy in rnany African coun-
tries. In Airica one hears less and less the assertion that Marxism is
inapplicable to African countries. The influence of the Communist
parties is becoming stronger. In the South African Republic the Com-
munist Paftl, which has been driven undergpound, constitutes the
basic force leading the heroic struggle against the policies of the racist
government. The Cornmunists ,of the Sudan played a leading role in
the ovelthrow of the reactionary military dictatorship. Today, too,
in spite of having been outlawed, Sudan's Comrnunist Party rernains
in the front rank o{ the ffghters for the dernocratization of their ooun-
try. More and rnore the foremost activists of the national liberation
movement in Africa are turning to the basic works of Marxisrn-Lenin-
ism. African Marxists took an active part in the organization and work
of two theoretical seminars dedicated to a discussion of urgent prob-
lems of the continent-in Cairo in October, 1966, and in Algeria in
May, 1967.

The Transition to Sociali,sm

The non-capitalist road of development, advocated by the revolu-
tionary democrats, is characterized by the introduction of measures
t9 lilit,private enterprise and the economic and political rights of
the feudalists and other privileged gro,ups. Government control is
being introduced ,over the activities of foreign capital and, in some
instances, has led to its nationalization. There is alio strong ernphasis
on the developrnent of the state sector and the realization of far-ieach-
ing social and democratic transformation. The ffnal aim of the non-
capitalist path of development is to create the material-technical
base and the socio-political confitions for the transition to socialism.

The group of countries, whioh have declared ttrreir ffnal aim to be the
building of socialisrn and the realization of deffnite rneasures in tha,t
direction, includes Algeria, Guinea, Congo (Brazzavile), Mali, the
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United Arab Republic and Tanzania. This is where the political
parties and their leaders see the only solution to the problems. The
method of struggle for socialism in each of these countries is deter-
mined by its historic peculiarities.

Marxism-Leninism teaches that each nation takes its own road to
sosialism. Difierent countries will require different periods of time
to make the transition. But in the ftnal result, the essence of socialism
is the same for all countries: the elimination of private ownership of
the rneans of production and their transfer into the hands of the peo.
ple. In spite of its socio-economic backr.vandness, Africa is going through
a period of ideological and political struggle characteristic of the whole
contemporary world.

Under these oonditions, the progressive forces in the African coun-
tries carry on a struggle not only against foreign imperialism and neo-
colonialism, but also against internal reaction, which has a stake in
the perpetuation of foreign domination.

Reactionaries-the feudal lords, the big capitalists and the middle
bourgeoisie, and in the ftrst place the merchants-Iead the struggle
against the opponents of capitalism within their own countries as

well as against the governments that stand for the non-capitalist path
of developrnent. The feudal lords and the bourgeoisie see in the socialist
orientation a threat to ;their class interests, to their privileged. position.

The second stage of the anti-imperialist revolution is taking place
under con&tions where the imperialist powers-England, France, Bel-
gium and other countries, with the U.S. imperialists in the lead*are
attempting to smash the progressive regimes in the African countries
and to split the unity of the African nations to assert their domination
over the continent. Such an imperialist course inevitably leads .to the
sharpening of contradictions between the imperialist powers and the
developing countries. All the developing countries, regardless of which
socio-econornic path of development they chose, sufier equally from
imperialism through exploitation on the worldimarket and the export
of capital.

The struggle for economic independence, against interference by
the imperialists in their internal affairs, against super-exploitation by
the monopolies, are the bur"ning issues ,of the day for the majority of
the developing counkies of Africa.

Under these conditions, the alliance of the socialist countries, the
world Communist movement and the national liberation movement
constitutes the vital force which is in a position to defea't the policy
of neo-colonialism. The Soviet Union and the other socialist lands are
directing all their efforts toward strengthening that unity and are also
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doing everything possible to help improve cond.itions in the African
states.

The Maoist Theory of "Haae" and,'Haae Not', Nations
In relation to this, it is impossible not to rnention the harm done to

the national liberation movement and to the unity of all revolutionary
forces by the Mao Ts,e'tung anti-party group. setting forth the thesi's
that so long as the ussR and the other sociatist cJuntries follow a
policy of peaceful coeristence of countries with difierent social sys-
tems, the main contradiction today is not the struggle between social-
ism and gaprtalism,-but the 

_struggle between the "i"ch" and the ..poor,,
nations, between 'ithe world of the cities" and "the world of the coun-
,!y;id.e." 

fhil_9gncept. is throvm in by the Maoists in the hope of
isolating the ussR and the other sociaiist countries from the national
liberation movement.

_In reality this would-be theoretical conoept does not hold water.
The actual course of historic events refute it. fuorld history since IgI7,
bears witness to the fact that the main struggle at all iis stases has
been between socialism and capitalism, and tia't the soeialist cJrntries
have always been on the side of the nationar liberation movement,
regarding it as an organic_part of the revolutionary struggle against
irnperialism on a world scale. The ussR and the other so[ialist coun-
tries, while advocating peaceful coexistence of countries with difiering
social systems, have supponted and continue to support the nationa-i
liberation movement against the oppressors, againsilhe colonizers.

The essential wealaness of this- io-cailed theory-that divides the
world into "have" and "have-not" nations-ignores the main character
of the owner-ship 9f the means_ of production. The complete bank-
ruptcy of such thinking is revealed when one realizes thai it equates
the imperialist countries, whose wealth was accumulated not oily u,
a result of the _exploitation of their own people but also the super-
exploitation and outright plunder of the c6lon]al and dependent peo-
ples, with the socialist countries, where econornies weie develdped
by the efforts of their own citizens and which never exploited ot-her
nations. In reality, this is a bourgeois theory which his as its aim
the splitting of the international unity of tLe revolutionary forces.
This is to be accomplished, on the one hand, by weakening ihe an,ti
imperialist character of the national liberation movernent and directing
it against the socialist countries and, on the other hand, by rernovin[
historic responsibility from ihe imperialist powers for-the eoonomic
exploitation of the colonial and dependrent 

^nations 
over a prolonged

historic period.
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The prominent English economist Jack Woddis, in his article "The
Old and New Style of British Imperialisrn " published in the World
Marxist Review brought out the shocking facts about the tribute which
British imperialism exacted from the colonial people. For 16.5 years,
beginning with rthe year 1B0Q England's total import anpassed its
total export L59 times. The difference was covered by the inflow of
zuper-proff,ts from the colonies and other overseas investments. This
is why the pro-imperialist propagandists have fastened on to this
"theory" and continue to spread it far and wide.

Its social signiffcance lies in the fact that it both hetps the imperialist
powers disclaim their historic responsibility for the colonial oppre-
sion and masks the continuing exploitation of the developing countries
by private foreign capital. We have already discussed the fact that
super-exploitation by foreign imperialist companies has resulted in
a colossal outflow of wealth from Africa and other regions. The volume
of this outflow, according to the most moderate estimate, is about $10
billion ayear, with $1.5 billion squeezed annually out of Africa alone.
The result is a sharp increase in foreign indebtedness, a lowering of
the tempo of development and a growing new indebtedness. That is
why it is urgent to raise the question of putting an end to imperialist
exploitation of the developing countries, and not to shift this respon-
sibility onto the socialist countries, as is done by the sorry theoreticians
of China. No matter how paradoxical it may seem, this "theory" of
the Maoists in reality defends the actions of neo-colonialism in the
developing cotrntries.

Soviet economists, in opposition to this "theo,ry" have put forward.
a plan for the liquidation of the outfow of wealth from the developing
countries. The essence of the plan is that the governments of the irn-
perialist countries should create a so.called "oompensation fund"
from the entire sum of super-proffts extracted frorn the developing
countries by private foreign investments, in order to ffnance the eco-
nomic development of the "third wonld." Another proposal made by
the Soviet econornists is to conclude an international compensatory
mercantile agreement, which would establish a fair level of prices
for the raw materials taken out, that would secure the growth of the
export of these cornrnodities from the developing countries.

Relations of Soaiet Union With African Nations

What, in reality, arethe relations between the USSR and the inde-
pendent African countries, with all the revolutionary movements which
carry on the struggle against the remnants of oolonialism and racism
in the South of the continent?
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The USSR, which maintains diplornatic relations with the majority
of the independent A-frican countries, is developing economic and
commercial relations with them on the basis of equality. Such interna-
tional economic relations are possible only with socialist countries,
where the sooio-economic ordeidoes not selk to exploit, either within
their own'countries or on the world market.

At the preseut time the Soviet Union carries on trade with 28 African
conntries and has direct trade relations with 2A. The Soviet Union im-
ports the traditional goods from these countries and exports chiefly
machine equipment and rolled steel products, that is, products which
are essential to the creation of a national industry. Beside trade, the
Soviet Union is extending its technical, scientiftc and cultural collabora-
tion with the countries of Africa. The Soviet Union has concluded
agreements on economic and technical oooperation with 16 African
countries.

The to;tal sum of long-term credits extended by the USSR to the
countries of Africa exceeds $1.5 billion. This provides for the equip-
ping and expansion of 330 enterprises, and other facilities of which
118 are already under construction. As of November, lgBB, S,IZL
persons from 16 African countries studied in the higher and middle
educational institutions in the USSR. Even now one may speak of
the wholesorne influence on the development of the African countries
of the economic help rendered by the Soviet Union and the other
socialist countris. The expansion of economic cooperation on a b,asis
of equality has led to breaking the monopoly formerly held by the
imperialist powers in regard to the supply of equiprnent, credit and
loans to Africa.

The socialist countries recognize the unequal status of the new
independent cor.rntries on the capitalist market, where relations be-
tween the contracting parties are determined on the basis of economic
power and where laws of cornpetition and exploitation predominate.
The socialist countries support the legitimate demands of the develop-
ing countries to protect their interests.

The cooperation of the USSR with African nations, as is lnown, is
not limited to the economic sphere. The soviet union and the other
socialist countries, with all the means at their disposal, support the
heroic struggle of the peoples of Africa against the oolonial and racist
dorn-ination maintained in South Africa, Rhodesia, southwest Africa,
in Angola and Mozambique, in Portuguese Guinea and other countries.
The resistance of the colonizers and raeists has compelled the people
of these countries to take up arms. under the existing conditiois, we
believe that the armed struggle is legally justiffed and the entire btrame
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for the unleashing of such a struggle falls on the oolonizers and the

racists.
The Soviet Union has always given moral, political and material

aid to the African peoples struggling for national liberation, and, re-

solutely opposes the intervention of the imperialists in the irrternal
afiairs of the A,frican countries. This is undersoored by the ffrm and
consistent position of the USSR in regard to Israeli aggression against
the Arab countries, aggression which is receiving support frorn the
imperialists of the USA, Great Britain and the Federal Republic of
Germany. The USSR and the other socialist countries were decisively
on the side of the Arab oountries against this aggession.

The achievements of nfr" O*rU* n"riotoaro, and the policy of the
Soviet Union, which ffrmly follows the path of socialism, are fully
recognized by the peoples of the African lands, "The Great October
Revolution brought with it the solution of the problem of the future
of our Africa," said the president of Mali, Modibo Keita, in an address

in Moscow on May 30, 1962, and "we must recognize that the Soviet
people have opened, the path to freedom for the colonial nations."
"The October Revolution," said the president of Guinea, Sekori Toure,
"has exerted a decisive infuence on the development of contemporary
history. Since October, 1917, not only has the zone of freedom
been broadened and strengthened, but the struggle against imperial-
ism and the faith of the nations of the world in the ability to crush
imperialism has also grown immeasurably."

. . . The realizatior of the historical task confronting the peoples

who have cast off the fethers of colonialism-abolition of age-old
poverty and backwardness-cannot be achieved on the road to cap-
italism. A break with capitalism in the name of progressive develop-
ment is the principal task of the new phase of the national demo-

cratic revolution. In our epoch it oversteps bourgeois-democratie
limits. The deep social and econornic changes in the former colonies
will lead them eventually on the road of struggle for socialist de-
velopment.

-Wortd, 
Reuoluti,onarg Moaernent of the Worki,ng Class,

Progress Publishers, Moscow, p. 372.
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Martin Luther I{ing and [ommunism

In the leading editorial of po-
litical Affwirs for May, devoted
to a memorial tribute to the late
Rev. Martin Luther King, the edi-
tors venture to characterize Dr.
King as "a consistent democrat,,
but "not a Marxist.', This is
too limited, too doctrinaire an ap-
praisal of the man who, for more
than a decade, was acknowledged
to be the foremost leader and most
authoritative spokesman of black
America in a period of the most
intensive upsurge of struggle for
Negro freedom since Reconstruc-
tion.

If, in terms of the individual,s
role in historS the greatness of a
leader and the measure of his in-
fluence is conditioned above all
not by his personal talents
and abilities but by whether these
talents and abilities are in step
with the forward march of human
progress, whether they are dedi-
cated and devo,ted to the advance-
ment of his people, then it can
truly be said that no one in this
turbulent decade, more than Dr.
King, so fully expressed the black
people's aspirations and will for
full equality. By this gauge, the
characterizatiou "a consistent
democrat" but "not, a Marxist" is
not only inadequate, it tends to
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blur, to diminish both the per-
sonal character and historical role
of Martin Luther King. It is a
static, not a dialectical estimate.

It fails to take into account the
tempo of his development as a
great people's leader, especially in
the months befo,re his assassina-
tion, the fact that if he was ,,not
a Marxist" the needs of the strug-
gle increasingly compelled him to
approach-and seriously and re_
spectfully to weigh-the class con-
cepts and world view of Marxism_
Leninism.

Not six weeks before his death,
and despite the staggering burden
of his responsibilities as leader
of the black freedom fight, Dr.
King travelled a thousand miles
to honor the life and work of a
world-renowned Communist, Dr.
W. E. B. Du Bois. At the centen-
nial celebration of that revered
leader's birthday, February 28rd,
sponsored by FreedomltraAs maga_
zine, he described Dr. Du Bois as
"a radical all his life.,, He chided
those who "wo,uld like to ignore
the fact that he was a Communist,,,
insisting that "It is time to cease
muting the fact that Dr. Bu Bois
was a genius and chose to be a
Communist."

As if consciously to make a point
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of the connection between Dr. Du
Bois being a genius and a Com-
munist, Dr. King went out of his
way to remind his Iisteners that
"Sean O'Casey was a literary giant
of the twentieth century and a
Communist," and further that
"Pablo Neruda is generally consid-
ered the greatest living poet
though he also served in the Chil-
ean Senate as a Communist." He
went on to denounce "our irration-
al, obsessive anti-Communism."

That Dr. King's advaneed views
toward the end profoundly influ-
enced his closest associates was
evidenced in the fact that on the
very morrow of his assassination,
at the massive Memphis demon-
stration in support of the striking
garbagemen, his acknowledged
heir and successor, Rev. Ralph
D. Abernathy, declared before an
audience of 50,000: "Poverty is
created by capi,talist societg, a so-
ciety that would deny food to the
masses but give luxury to the
classes." (My ernphasis-J.F.)

From the same platform, on the
sarne momentous occasion, the
noted artist Harry Belafonte, a
close friend and supporter of Dr.
King, described how as a boy in
Harlem he sought for leaders who
could illuminate for him the road
ahead, sho'sr him what the future
held for a black lad with talent
and imagination. He told how
first he found Dr. Du Bois,
then Paul Robeson, "both of
whorn," he declared, "the sgstem
tried to silence by methods other
than assassination. Now it has
turned to murder." (My emphasis

-J.F.)Murder indeed ! But even more
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ominous overtones surrounded
this reference to "the system"
which "turned to murder" when,
just two weeks before the assas-
sination of Senator Robert Ken-
nedy, Drew Pearson, in his syn-
dicated column, "Washington
Merry-Go-Round," made the
charge that Kennedy, while U.S.
Attorney General, had "ordered a
wiretap put on the phone" of Mar-
tin Luther King. Kennedy's then
press spokesman, Pierre Salinger,
without denying the charge, re-
plied that the wiretap procedure
was authorized only "in cases in-
volving national security and on
written request of the Federal Bu-
reau of fnvestigation."

How then, and by what stretch
of whose imagination, could the
acts and utterances of the recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize be con-
nected with so awesome a matter
as our "national security"?

It seems that "King," accord-
ing to Drew Pearson (N.Y. Times,
May 25), "was in touch with vari-
ous Communists and was being
influenced by them."

This, then, was the monstrous
crime-to the FBI and the powers
that direct and control it the
most intolerable crime of all-to
"be influenced" by Communists !

Could that be the meaning of Bela-
fonte's reference to "murdert' in
Memphis? And, if so, ean one help
wondering: What was Kennedy's
crime which, so soon after Martin
Luther King:, attracted still an-
other assassin's bullet?

It is an imperative of the polit-
ical struggle today, while avoiding
exaggeration or underestimation
of their importance, to note
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these recurring evidences of the
radicalization of the Negro people
as a whole, their increasing aware-
ness of cJoss as a decisive factor
in the struggle for freedom and
equality, against poverty 

- a
consciousness far more advanced
at the present stage than that of
the labor movement.

Only recently, speaking to a
packed church meeting in Recon-
struction City, just before it was
torn down by W'ashington police
and Federal troops, the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, a Ieader of the Poor Peo-
ple's Campaign declared that
"Some time before the night is
over we are going to talk not just
about jobs, but we are going to
talk about capitalism itself. For
a long time people did not talk
about capitalism because of the
McCarthyism.

"People have been afraid of
using the word because the alter-
native is supposed to be commu-
nism. Whether or not that is the
alternative, capitalism is a bad
system."

To the overwhelming majority
of blaclt Americans today, capital-
ism is not only "a bad system"-
it is a rnurder system, a killer sys-
tem. They may not be ready to ac-
cept Socialism, but no segment of
the population is so ripe for it. It
is the Party's task to launch a
major effort to teach them how
and why Socialism is, indeed,
what Rev. Jackson called "the aI-
ternative."

Further developing his asso-
eiate's theme, James Bevel, an-
other prominent Poor People's
Campaign leader, probed to the
very roots of racism when he noted
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at the same meeting that "There
are a lot of people who would like
the question to remain one of rac-
ism, because they would like to
keep us away from the economic
issue."

In this context, the N.Y. Times
(May 18) carried a brief report
that Richard G. Hatcher, Mayor
of Gary, fndiana, at a dinner spon.
sored by the NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund, "had high praise for
Malcolm X, W.E.B. Du Bois and
Paul Robeson." That vas all. The
Tirne,s apparently did not consider
Mayor Hatcher's speech .,fit to
print." FortunatelS this remark-
able speech, which gives a measure
of the stature of the leadership
which outstanding Afro-American
personalities are giving today not
only to their own people but to the
entire nation, was found by at
Ieast one American newspaper to
be sufficiently important to be
printed-The Worker, now our
Daily World..

fn it, according to The Worlter,
Hatcher sharply rebuked the
NAACP for having many years
before fired the great DuBois-
"whose voice from the grave still
speaks in tones more cogent and
powerful than those of most of
our leadership today,,-and even
removed his picture from the
walls of the very organization he
had helped to found-all on the
specious charge that he was a
"pro-Soviet agent."

Hatcher reminded his listeners
that "When Paul Robeson turned
his magnificent basso-baritone to
more profound issues, he too was
scorned." Liberals, he charged,
"helped to silence Robeson,s vo.ice,
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helped hound him out of the coun-
try under the guise of helping to
protect the country from the com-
munist menace."

Yet, Mayor Hatcher declared,
"In 1949, when Robeson said in
Paris, 'Hell no, we won't gor' he
was saying what black young men
are chanting today in Harlem and.

Watts and on college campuses uP
and down the, land."

His speech included a masterful
exposition of the radical view that
"the present system cannot be hu-
manized and must therefore be
transformed." And again and
again Hatcher noted the deep-
going radical ferment among black
youth as a development of major
political significance.

A measure of the depth of these
ideological stirrings was reflected
in a recent story by Worker re'
porter Ken Bailey covering a
school boycott in a largely black
community in Brooklyn. BaileY
interviewed Terry Prince, a young
volunteer teacher at the tempor-
ary school set up in the local BaP-
tist church, who explained why the
people of his community were dis-
satisfied with the Board of Educa-
tion curriculum.

"The reason the man doesn't
want us to control our schools,"
Prinee said, "is because we want
to teach our kids about Imperial-
ism and Colonialism. And if we
did that he would be signing his
death warrant in the world be-
cause the man that keeps you in
poverty here is the same that keeps
people in poverty in Latin Amer-
ica, and in Asia, and in Africa.
Neo-colonialism and the evils of
rac,ist capitalism are subjects

s7

usually omitted from the class-
room."

Such instances, which multiPlY
from day to day, give clear evid-
ence that the pioneering work
of our Party over a span of many
decades in the fight for equal-
ity has not been lost. Some-
times, even if in a negative and
distorted form, the great and
growing influence of Marxism
among the black masses finds
'expressio'n. Th,us, StokelY Car-
michael, who has been drifting
deeper and deeper into the swamp
of narrow nationalism, found
it possible to sneer at Karl Marx
as "a honkie" (white man). "Black
people," he insisted, "should never
look up to a white mar5 no matter
who he is." (My emphasis-J.F.)
An unintended but nevertheless
towering tribute to Marx ancl
Marxism!

The designation that someone

"is" or "is not" a Marxist is, to
say the least, unilluminating.
What and who is a Marxist? Is
there a fixed dividing line? Was
W. E. B. Du Bois, who joinetl the
Socialist Party back in 1911, "not
a Marxist" until the day of Oc-
tober 1, 1961 when, in his aPPli-
cation to join the Communist
Party, he wrote: "Capitalism can-
not refo,rm itself; it is doorned to
self-destruction. . . Communism,
the effort to give all men what they
need and to ask of each the best
they can contribute-this is the
only way of human life" ? Is there
not a constant process of the deeP-

ening and enrichment of the world
outlook that we call Marxism,
taking its point of departure in
the class struggle, but embracing
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all of the phenomena of life? Is not
this process continuous, never-
ending, the seed taking root some-
where in the soil of youthful ex-
perience, the fruit flowering-in
some more quickly than in others

-in the heart and mind, growing
sturdier with each class battle,
even to the grave?

When so revered a world
figure and leader of the black
people as W. E. B. Du Bois joined
the Communist Party, it sent a
shudder through the Establish-
ment from which it has never
fully recovered. It was an act
which no black Ieader could fail
to note-and to ponder.

Indeed, at the time Gus Hall,
general .secretary of the Com-
munist Party, hailed it as ,,an in-
vitation and a challenge . . . to the
Negro masses and their outstand-
ing leaders both here and abroad,
to avail themselves of the social
science of Marxism-Leninism and
the fraternity of the Communist
Parties to give new wings to their
cause and their works." U.S. im-
perialism could not sustain the
risk of other great black leaders,
men like Martin Luther King and
Malcolm X, moving toward Marx-
ism along the path travelled by
W.E.B. Du Bois. Perhaps therein
Iay the true meaning of Harry
Belafonte's reference to murder in
Memphis.

Toward the conclusion of its
memorial tribute to Dr. King, the
Politi.cul Affairs editorial states
that "The fight for economic, pol-
itical and social equality is a fight
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that can be won under capitalism.,,
Since the sentence does not spe-

cifically say partial equality, it
must be assumed that the editors
mean full equality. And the refer-
ence to capitalism can only mean
U.S. imperialism.

Martin Luther King would prob-
ably have been the first to concede
that reforms could be achieved,
advances, perhaps very substan,
tial advances made, important
concessions won under capitalism.
But I doubt that Dr. King, who
understood the dialectical inter-
connection between the struggle
for Negro freedom at home and
the fight for peace in Vietnam,
and who recognized that anti-
Communism was an ,,irrational
obsession," but who nevertheless
was "not a Marxist,,, would accept
this statement.

Martin Luther King may have
started as "a consistent democrat,,
but the hard realities of the strug-
gles he led for jobs, freedom and
peace, which brought him into
ever sharper battle against the
state-monopoly power of U.S. im-
perialism-culminating in an as-
sassin's bullet-were driving him,
as it did W.E.B. DuBois before
him, inexorably to the Communist
world view-to Marxism-Lenin-
ism.

Just as no power on earth can
reverse the course of world his-
tory, so no force can arrest the
mighty surge of the heroic black
people of America not only toward
freedom and equality, but toward
socialism and communism.
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The Johnson Withdrawal

Some people, myself includetl,
do not take Johnson's withdrawal
at its face value. It can be a con-
tinuation of the chicanery of the
Administration that has been
based on deceit from its incep-
tion.

A correspondent expresses his
apprehension in the following:

. . . I suspect that at the psycholo-
gical moment he will (as Comrnan-
der-in.C;hief of the Army) declare a
state of emergency, disband Con-
gress, close all publicartions he dis-
likes, draft all sheriffs, their depu-
ties and all city police into the army
and station one or more of them at
every point he considers worthy,

You will recall that at the AFL-
CIO meeting at Bal Harbour,
Florida, on December L2, 7967,
Mr. Johnson said:

I am going to continue down the
center of the road, doing my duty as
I see it for the best of my country,
regardless of any polls and regaril-

A new opportunity for building
the Communist Party and convert-
ing the people of America from
a population fllled with anti-Com-
munist shibboleths to a people
ready to strike against monopoly,
in all its aspects, bo'th dornestic
and international, is beginning to
open up. In the mainstrearn of the
Iabor movement, there are now
the first significant stirrings of a

New 0pportunities to Build the t.P.
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less of the election. (My emphasis-
A.W.)

I heard that statement on the
radio, and at the time, it sounded
ominous of intentional wrongdo-
ing. The press did not report the
statement so far as I have found.
Representative Leonor Sullivan
was good enough to furnish me
with a copy of the speech.

This question has been in my
mind, and obvio,usly in the minds
of others, referring to the state-
ment of my correspondent, namely
"Will Mr. Johnson step down if
not elected, in the coming con-
tests ?"

It should be remembered that
Congress gave Mr. Johnson un-
bridled power to wage war upon
the false information about the
Bay of Tonkin, and without
debate. A similar illegal act of
Congress eould perpetuate the
president in power. What do
others think?

BERNAND E. GALITZ

mood which seems to signal a
growing readiness to break awaY

from the Meany-Lovestone dornin-
ation, that has tied the hands of
American ]abor since the onset
of the McCarthy period.

Walter Reuther seems to have
made up his mind that meaningful
change is impossible within the
Meany-Lovestone dorninated A FL-
CIO. It appears that Reuther is
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about to build something like a
"new CIO." He is not doing this
as a socialist-the threads of so-
cialism deep in his past seem to be
lost-but he has retained enough
of a realistic outlook to see that to
continue to follow Meany and
Lovestone is to go down to,defeat
with them when the rank and iile
repudiate their line, as they will.
fndeed, it is the pressure from
the restive workers, who demand
change or else, that is making
Reuther move. And that is the
good thing about the present situ-
ation. It is not motivated from
abole, but is an irrepressible, al-
most spontaneous, upsurge of the
mainstream masses, of the rank
and file workers from below.

When a new labor organization
is built, Communists must do their
duty to see it is truly the toorkers,
labor organization. Let us not for-
get what Communists did in o,rgan-
izing the CIO. Communists can do
that now, for this is the kind of
work that flts into the work-style
of the Communist Pafiy.

The Communist Party has a
long history, often highly success-
ful, of working within the main-
stream. That is where it prefers
to work, and its work habits have
all coalesced into a form consistent
with that kind of work. The Com-
munist Party can shine in this
kind of work, whers it has been a
little uncomfortable with the New
Left and the various anarchistic,
utopian, sornewhat elitist and anti-
mainstream-even to some extent
anti-working class 

-formations.This struggle is a struggle that
Cornmunists can move in like a
fish in a sea of water. In a politic-
al sense, the working-class strug-
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gle is the original "guerrilla',
struggle, the workers are the
original sea of water, antl the Com-
munist Party members and their
supporters are the original fish
that swim within it, to use tho
Ianguage of our valiant Vietna-
mese comrades.

The vast difference that this
would make in the fate of America
and the world is clearly illustrated
in the difference between the after-
math of the American student
uprising at Columbia University
and the French student uprising
at the Sorbonne. Each student
uprising was essentially the same:
students siezed some university
buildings, occupied thern for a
number of days, declared a free
university, fought off scabs. The
American episode ended there, for
the time being at least. The Ameri-
can workers were not yet ready to
follow the initiative of Left forma-
tions; the police reoccupied the
campus and the status quo was
essentially restored.

But in France the workers were
organized, full of anti-monopoly
and, in many cases, socialist con-
sciousness, and ready. The stu-
dents said: "We could only supply
the initiative; the workers are
the only ones with the power to
make the revolution." What if the
American students understood
this ! What if the American work-
ers understood this ! What if the
American masses did this to John-
son ! What a difference it would
make to the fate of America and
of the world. It is the task, the
responsibility, and the privilege
of the Communist Party to make
this so. On this history will mea-
sure us.

The Road to Freeilom, A Marxist View

Black America is like a ha77

of fire. Its revolts spread over
the land leaving hardly any North-
ern city unscathed, and the end
is nowhere in sig:ht. Starting out
as civil rights struggles, the
movement now takes on the as-
pects of a social revolution, a
black revotrution, a revolt of the
poor.

Where is this revolt heading?
How can its goals be o;btained ?

With these words Claude Light-
foot opens his newly published
book Ghetto Rebellion to Blaclc
Li,berati,on:x The book seeks to
answer these questions, to pre-
sent, in the author's words, "a
Marxist view of the path ahead."
The answers it gives merit the
most serious study by all who are
concerned with such questions, for
few are better equipped than he
for such an undertaking.

Claude Lightfoot is widely
known as a leading Negro Com-
munist and a veteran of many
years' standing in the battles for
freedom and socialism. He is
known, too, as a serious student
of the economic, social and politi-
cal aspects of the struggle for
black liberation. All this is re-

* Claude M. Lightfoot, Ghetto Ee-
bellion to Black Li,beration, Interna-
tional Publishers, New York, 1968,
192 pp. Cloth $,5.95, paperback $1.95.
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flected in the content of his book.
He begins with an examination

of the roots of the ghetto revolts.
The black revolt, he writes, "rests
on four principal developments.
It is occasioned by the necessity
for black people to have a sub-
stantial share of power over de-
cisions affecting their welfare. It
is an outgrowth of the terrible
conditions in the ghettos. It is ag-
gravated by the problems in the
rural areas of the South. It is
compounded by the intensiflcation
of racism in the white commu-
nity." (P. 13.)

The first of these is embodied
in the "black power" concept,
whose emergence is seen as mark-
ing the end of one era and the be-
ginning of another. Though "black
power" has many meanings, at
bottom it reflects the need for a
greater share of economic and
political power, a need which be-
comes more insistent as enforce-
ment of already existing laws be-
comes increasingly a prime aspect
of struggle.

The intolerable conditions of the
black ghetto are graphically de-
scribed, with its many-sided ex-
ploitation arising on the base of
the superexploitation of the Ne-
gro by capitalism. A similar pic-
ture is presented of the worsen-
ing lot of black farmers and

8l
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sharecroppers in the rural South,
leading to a mass exodus from the
countryside to the urban ghettos.

Of special ,interest is Light-
foot's treatment of the rise of rac-
ism among white Americans in
recent years and the consequent
upsurge of black nationalism. He
touches on the varied elements in
the background of the former,
beginning with the presidential
campaign of Alabama,s racist
g:oyernor George Wallace in 1964,
designed to foment a "white back-
Iash," and the desertion of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party by white liberals at the
Democratic Convention in that
same year. The latter, he notes, is
symptomatic of a general deser-
tion among white liberals as the
demands of the freedorn move-
ment shifted to more fundamental
issues. He speaks also of the en-
couragement of racism by big
business and some corrupt labor
officials as automation creates
growing economic insecurity and
job competition.

AII these developments serve to
create a growing rift between
black and white. Black national-
ism mounts, spurred in part by a
feeling of rejection by the white
community, in part by the discov-
ery by Negroes of their proud
African heritage. It flnds its ex-
ponents among the more recent
immigrants from the South,
arnong the youth, and the ranks
of Negro business. Its main con-
tent, however, is not escapism or
separatism. "At present the main
content of black nationalism is of
a progressive character. It does
not exclude Negro and white
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unity, but it demands that such
unity be meaningful and between
equal partners." (P. 46.)

This poses new tasks for white
progressives and radicals. They
must seek to learn why the poi-
son of racism can be so easily
spread among white masses, and
on this basis Iaunch an all-out
fight against it. And they rnust
Iearn to unite with their black
brothers on a basis of true equal-
ity. Failure to, move in these di-
rections can have disastrous re-
sults.

A second part of the book deals
with the theme "We Can Over-
come." Starting with a review of
the crisis in foreign policy, the
growing facist danger and the
sickness of our society, the au-
thor proceeds to the question of
what can be won through strug-
gle within the limits of such a
society. He rejects the position of
those who maintain that within
the capitalist framework nothing
more than token gains have al-
ready been won, even though in
an over-all sense the advances re-
main minimal. He takes issue with
those who, having concluded that
only changing the system will
solve the problem of racial op-
pression, develop a "revolution-
ary" impatience and call for re-
sort to arms, casting aside strug-
gle in the electoral arena and
other fields as worthless.

The right of the Negro people
to defend themselves must be fully
supported, and the violent actions
in the ghettos have been of a de-
fensive nature. But armed re-
volt is a course of suicidal futil-
ity. Nor is it true that there is no
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alternative. "It is wrong to con-
clude, as some do," says Light-
foot, "that the channels for ad-
vance have been closed, even
tho,ugh racist and reactionary
forces are seeking to close them.
The latter notwithstandinE, not
only have the doors not been
closed but the Negro people have
been opening them wider every
day." (P.93.)

In support of this he cites the
impressive gains in Negro repre-
sentation won in recent years and
the potentiality of other gains if
black workers use their power to
stop work and close down produe-
tion, as well as their ability to
vote as a block. And this power
will be multiplied to the extent
that whites in general and labor
in particular are effectively won to
join in the struggle.

On these grounds he presents
the elements of a program of
struggle within capitalisur. It in-
cludes the flght for a genuine anti-
poverty prog'ram, costing in the
neighborhood of $15-18 billion a
year. Basic is a flght to raise
wages and secure jobs for black
workers, to orgunize the unorgan-
ized, to make organized labor
serye the needs of the Negro
people. The program involves also
the use of the power of the Negro
as a consumer to foree conces-
sions. Of special importance is the
fight for training and jobs for
black yo,uth. And hand in hand
with these economic struggles
goes the continued struggle for
representation in government.

Such struggles, says Lightfoot,
can bring significant gains. But
they cannot eliminate inequality.
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Only a socialist reorganization of
American life, he contends, can
make this possible. Ilence the
need, while seeking partial gains
within capitalism, to conduct the
fight for socialism. It is to the
question of socialism and black
liberation that the second half of
the book is devoted.

It opens with a discussion of
the growing role of socialist ideol-
ogy in the newly liberated coun-
tries of Af rrua. Having gained
political independence they have
found themselves plunged into a
struggle against neo-colonialism
and for the securing of their eco-
nomic independence. In this strug-
gle there has emerged a growing
tendency to seek a non-capitalist
path of economic development,
leading to socialism.

The Afro-American, if he would
secure his freedom, is likewise
impelled to think in terms of so-
cialism. But the condition of
black America cannot be equated
with that of Africa. It is not geo-
graphically separate but exists in
the heart of the American nation.
The fight for socialism cannot,
therefore, be conducted separately
and in terms of a blackJed repub-
lic but only in conjunction with
the struggle of the entire Ameri-
can working class for socialism.
Even the African countries can-
not concluct their struggles in a
vacuum but only as part of a

larger world, with the help of the
already existing socialist coun-
tries. How much more true is this
of black America I

White America, Lightfoot in-
sists, cannot be treated as a mono-
lith. The United Star,es is a class
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society marked by a class strug-
gle. True, the Negro people must
seek an independent power base,
but they can effectively do so only
together with the struggle of the
white masses for an independent
alternative. "If the Negro is to be
equal," he notes, "he must have
some ownership, some voice and
vote, over the basic means of pro-
duction in our society." And he
adds: "The 300-year differential
can be wiped out oniy in the con-
text of a situation in which the
dispossessed white workers, to-
gether with their black brothers,
take fuil control of our country,
establishing a system of socialist
public olvnership." (P. 132.)

Racism, he shows, is speciflcally
a product of capitalist society,
and with the advent of socialism
it will be eliminated. But, it is
asked, how can Negroes be sure
that they might not be betrayed
under socialism? What guarantee
is there that sornething so deep-
rooted as racism in this country
can actually be abolished? In re-
ply to this, he argues that the
fight for socialism can only be suc-
cessful if it is based on a fight
against racism. But to this he adds
another, most powerful answer-
the evidence of experience in those
countries where so,cialism has al-
ready triumphed.

In an impressive chapter,
Lightfoot describes the remark-
able achievements of the Soviet
Union in abolishing national op-
pression and bringing formerly
backward nations to a par with
the most advanced. He pic-
tures graphically the astounding
achievements of a country like
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Uzbekistan, which he visited" in the
course of a trip to the Soviet
Union.

No less impressive is the
achievement of Cuba in which, in
a remarkably short time, oppres-
sion of black Cubans has been
completely eliminated. Of this,
Lightfoot presents incontrovert-
ible evidence, based again on a
personal visit to that country. To
be sure, as he shows, there are
important differences between the
history of black people in Cuba
and in the United States. But the
unquestionable fact remains: so-
cialism ended oppression and dis-
crimination.

A concluding chapter is entitled
"Black Liberation Impossible
Without Communists." Here the
author depicts the pioneering con-
tributions of Ameriean Commu-
nists, as well as the international
role of the Soviet Union and other
socialist countries in the fight
against national oppression. To-
day the Communist Party is that
conscious force in the struggle
which can give clear answers to
questions and lasting power to
victories. He concludes: "The
path to black liberation involves
not only a program for the imme-
diate period but also for a long
range program for socialism. Both
are unattainable without the
participation of Communists."
(P. 1e2.)

The foregoing should ser/e to
give an idea of the richness of the
book's content. Particularly vaiu-
able, in this reviewer's opinion, is
its treatment of the relation be-
tween the struggle for black lib.
eration and the struggle for so-
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cialism, both nationally and on a
world scale. In keeping with this
is its constant focus on the com-

mon interests of black and white
workers, even wn'ile giving due
recognition to the special problems
and needs of the former.

But if the book emphasizes the
close tie between the struggle for
black liberation and that of the
American working people as a

rvhole for social progress, by the
same token it emphasizes the in-
eseapable dependence of the
struggle for progress on the fight
to end Negro oppression. For that
oppression, as Gus Hall notes in
his preface, is a "national road-
block to progress . . . fed by an

ideology of racism that poisons
our national bloodstream." (P. 6).
There can be no real progress for
the American nation, no, real ad-
vance for the American working
class, without concerted action to
end this oppression and to remoYe
this poison. The problems which
Lightfoot discusses, therefore, are
not those o{ the Negro people

alone; they are crucial problerns
fov all Americans, white as well
as black.

In his book he has presentecl us
with a truly Marxist analysis and
has made a most valuable contri-
bution to the fight for peace, free-
dom and socialism. It is a book
which deserves the widest pos-
sible audience-black axxd white.

Dear Reader:

Many thanks to all who have responded to our ffnancial appeal.
This has eased our situation-but we are still not out of the
woods. The summer months are tough sledding-and we do need
your help. If you have not sent in your contribution will you do
so now.

A considerable nurrber of our subscribers have begun to in-
troduce the magazine to new readers. As a result new subs have
been coming in at a faster late than heretofore. Other readers
have been ordering single copies of particular issues to be sent
to friends, relatives, shopmotes or neighbors. Will you do likewise.

Remernber the price of a yearly subscription goes up to $6.00
in September. Take advantage of the $5.00 rate. Help to get a
ner,v subscriber this month. And, if you have not as yet sub-
scribed-do so NOW.

THs Eorrons
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