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TIEIIRY WITSITON

Unity and Militancy

For Freedom and Equality

flhe Communist Party, USA, has a proud record of more than 40
years of ffghting for Negro freedom. For years, almost alone, it led
the struggle in the Deep South, under conditions comparable to those
faced in Hitler Germany, for full freedom, for the right of black
people to vote, to organize, to have equal access to all public places,
for the lepeal of the poll tax and for an end to lynching. Many of
its members, Negro and white, gave their lives in those early bitter
battles.

Benjamin J. Davis, Henry Winston, William L. Patterson, Claude
T.ightfoot, James W. Ford, Louis Burnham, Claudia Jones, Edward
Suong, James E. Jackson, Hosea Hudson, Mildred McAdory, pettis
Pe1ry, Ray Hansborough, Moranda Smith, Cyril Briggs and Otto
Hall-these are but some of the black Communists whose pioneering
efiorts in the '30s and '40s helped prepare the ground fof the great
freedom struggles of the '60s.

Scottsboro, Angelo Herndon, the Martinsville Seven, Willie Mcgee,
Rose Lee Ingram, are but a few of the great rallying cries that were
later transformed into the battle cries of selma and Mississippi. In
these great traditions, Communists joined in the Scottsboros of tn"
sixties.

We do not elaim any special rights for our pioneering efforts, only
th-e riglt to continue the struggle we will rreoer 

"eare. 
We frankly

admit that we have much to learn from the new courageous leadeis
who widened and deepened the freedom path from the ground
broken in earlier days. But in all modesty, we also offer tt " ri"texperiences we have accumulated, to help illuminate the difficult
road ahead we must all travel together.

It is in this spirit that we offer our thoughts on some of the cru-.
cial problems facing black Americans and, as they do, all Americans.

We, 22 million black Americans, have arrived at a point of grave
ensis in our history. clear thinking as well as courage are the needs
of the moment. The question posed for us and, indeed, for white
America as well is: How shall black people achieve full equality
NOW-in these days, not in the dim future of more unborn-blaci<



2 POLMCAI AFFAINS

generations? Time has run out for leisurely &scussion and debate,

for "studies" and "reports" by an endless parade of government com-

missions. The question is on the action agenda now!
It is a question that must be decided by our sober assessment and

not by government provocation. And, indeed, we are being provoked.
Rebellions in more than 120 cities against the misery, poverty and

depression in the ghettos are being "studiod" in Washington while
President Johnson's $74 billion-a-year military budget, including $80
billion for the genocidal war in Vietnam, is hastily rushed through
Congress. More riot training for rnore police and more National
Guardsmen; more repressive laws; more racist hysteria whipped up
by the press; more police brutality in the black communities, and

more than equality in the casualty lists in Vietnam for black soldiers-
what are these but the most provocative incitements to violence?

The Real Instigators of Yiolence

They point to the real instigators of the violence that has erupted
in our cities-the men who sit in the White House and in t]re halls
of Congress.

No one-least of all those who have enslaved us for 850 years, who
cage us in ghettos, inflict depression and disease upon us, invade

and destroy our homes with all the cruel instruments of modern
warfare, taunt us by spending billions for bombs and pennies for
poverty, and goad us with terror, official violence and legal lynchings-
has the right to caution us to refrain from violence. Twenty-two million
black Americans are faced with a struggle for survival. We need ask

no one how to defend our inalienable right to live as human beings.
' For countless years, countless black people have been lynched and

outraged, their basic human rights trampled upon by forces of
law and order and by white racist bands, often working as close

partners in crime. Today, racist violence against the Negro people

has spread to all parts of the United States-Detroit, Watts and Cicero,

as well as Selma, Milwaukee, Newark, Montgomery and Mississippi.

The right, indeed the responsibility, to defend oneself, one's dear

ones, one's people, from violent attacks by racists, in or out of uni-
form, by all means including armed defense if necessary, is inviol-

able. We support that right.
The continued and increased spread of police brutality against the

black community, the growth of the influence of the John Birch

Society, the Ku Klux Klan and racism in the police departments all
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over the nation, has led to the demand for the dght of Negro people
to police their communities. We fully support that right.

'I'he Communist Party of the United Sates, like Communists every-
where, has always affirmed the right of oppressed people to forcibly
overthrow an oppressive regime whenever the channels for demo-
cratic change are closed to them. That right is also affirmed in the De-
claration of Independence. Therefore, there can be no question of the
right of the Negro people in the United States to use violence to free
themselves from oppression and to win full freedom.

Whether that right to violence should be exercised is determined
by time, place and circumstances, and by a sober estimate of the
concrete situation which prevails at the moment. Surely, everyone
would prefer to win basic change without the use of force.

Tokenism Will Not Suffice

What is the situation?
The stubborn refusal of the ruling class of our country, and the

]ohnson Administration in particular, to permit anything but token
changes in the unbearable conditions faced by black Americans,
especially in the ghettos, despite the massive peaceful demonstrations
of recent years, has led to a growing lack of conffdence in the pos-
sibility to achieve meaningful change through the dernocratic process.

The meaning of the mass rebellions of 1967 in the black ghettos
should be clear: millions of black Americans will no longer live under
the condiction of the depression '30s while the U.S. boasts of the "af-
fluence" of the '60s.

The failure of most white Americans, including large sections of
the liberal and progressive forces, to understand the desperate na.
ture of the crisis in the ghettos, their failure to ally themselves with
the black people in their struggle for the necessary radical changes
to resolve the crisis, has resulted in an increasing lack of confidence
in the ability of white masses to overcome racism and in their readi-
ness to join with black people in the fight for meaningful solutions.

The repeated failure of the Federal goverment, and those in the
cities and state, to take decisive action against the racists who murder
and maim black people, has aroused a new awareness of the need
for greater reliance on determined self-defense, including armed de-
fense.

The Minutemen, the Birchites, Ku Klux Klan, White Citizens
Council, National Riflemen's Association and American Nazi groups,
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aro openly inciting and organizing racial violence with impunity.
Alabama's former Governor Wallace is not only given free rein to
spread the plague of racist violence, but is rallying the racist and
fascist-like forces all over the United States.

Black people, with good cause, smell the flesh-burning stench of
the gas chamber in these menacing developments. They have
rightly served notice that they have no intention to play the role of
passive victims of genocide.

Moreover, an alternative program to violence, radical enough to
solve the problems of the ghettos, and possible of aehievement, has

not been put forward with any conviction.
Furthermore, there is a lack of class consciousness and an under-

standing of revolutionary tactics, geared to speciffc U.S. conditions-
and not borrowed from other countries-in the ranks of the leader-
ship of the Negro freedom movement. The world liberation struggle
of recent years, particularly in Africa, fuia, Latin America, has inspired
the determination to fight for full freedom in the United States,

All of these factors have given rise to a new emphasis, on the part
of some, on the need for armed struggle particularly in the black
ghettos.

Courage is the banner of the fight for black freedom. Communists
join all militant black freedom fighters in bearing this banner high.
The ghetto uprisings, and countless heroic battles, have made it
amply clear that black people are prepared to fight to win full free-
dom NOW. The task, especially of Negro leaders, is jointly and
skillfully to seek the ways to make the best use of our heroic people's

militancy. The task is to prevent the power structure, by its provoca-
tions, from misusing this militancy and turning it against the black
people.

Mili.tancg anil Unity-or C,uemi,llo Tactics

The task ahead is: how to make the most effective use of every
position gained, how to exert the utmost skill in rallying allies to our
itruggle, and in isolating our enemies. It is for this reason we stress

courage and clarity of purpose. It is in this spirit that the question

of armed struggle should be soberly considered.
Communists- believe in the use of violence to achieve Political

change only when reaction has closed off the channels whereby a

maloiity of the people can realize their obiectives by peaceful means.

As we see it today, the overwhelming maiority of the American people,
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including black people, are not yet convinced that the system must
be changed, much less that it is necessary to do so by armed force.

Armed uprisings for such objectives cannot be undertaken sucess-

fully by the black communities alone, no matter how courageously
they struggle. They require power allies, in the ranks of the working
class-white and black. Therefore, we reject the organizing of armed
uprisings in the black communities today. However, it is necessary
to issue the warning that there are extremely dangerous pressures
to close the channels of democratic process and, in many areas, they
have virtually been closed. Should this continue, it would leave the
black people no alternative to violent struggle.

We believe that conspiratorial, terroristic actions which are not
based upon a program aimed at improving the conditions of life for
the masses, and which do not receive the support of the people, are
adventurous, provocative and politically irresponsible, inviting re-
prisals against the black community. They should, therefore, be re-
jected.

We also believe that temorism within the Negro community,
directed against so-called Uncle Toms or others who refuse to go
along with such tactics, is entirely out of place, divisive and harmful
to the struggle for full freedom. It, too, should be reiected.

Although we do not advocate a policy of looting and arson, it is
clear, that while ghetto uprisings were unable to end the unbearable
condition against which the spontaneous revolts were directed, they
did achieve certain positive results. These militant actions forcefully
exposed to the nation and the entire world the urqent nature of the
crisis in the ghettos. They made it painfully clear to many white
Americans that life in our great cities will be unbearable for all,
unless it is made bearable for the people of the black co nmunities.

Right of S elf -D ef ense Against O r ganized Y iolence

Moreover these militant actions have intensified and deepened the
mass resistance to the unjust war in Vietnam and inspired to greater
militancy the struggle to end it. They greatly stimulated the struggle
for Negro representation, spurred the Negro communities to the highest
levels of political unity and contributed to convincing larger sections
of the white communities to work for, and accept, black municipal
leaders. They have compelled the Administration to respond to the
pressure for additional black representation on all levels. Every ad-
vance that has been made in Negro representation in the recent
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period owes much to the message contained in the explosions in th
black ghettos in 1967.

However, those who conclude that the task now is to givo ap
organized character to the spontaneous uprisings in the black ghettos,
gravely misjudge both the mood of the black eommunities and tha
relationship of forces such organized armed uprisings would have
to contend with. The strength of the 1967 uprising lay in their spont
taneity. It was this quality of the rebellions which rallied the sympathy
and support of black communities and jolted large numbers of white
Americans into an understanding of the depth of the crisis in the ghet-
:os.

It would be quite a different matter, under present conditions, to
win support in the black communities, let alone in the white neigh-
borhoods, for an organized armed uprising. Nor can there be any com-
parison between the repressive measures employed in the suppression
of the spontaneous uprisings, harsh as they were, and the unlimited
force that would be used by the ruling class and its government against
an organized uprising.

Black eommunities, of course, have the right to take necessary meas-
ures to defend themselves from invasion and assault by armed forces.
But the real task at hand is to rally nati,onwide support of all truly
democratic white Americans, especially white workers, to stop the
annual "summer slaughter" and to aid the struggle for survival of
black Americans.

lnspiring Mass Militancy in Struggle

The Open Letter of the Communist Party, USA, addressed to the
President before the "hot summer" of 1967 exploded, called for "united
action of all forces on the Left regardless of differences." It called for
the "most sacriffcing all-out efiorts of every Communist to work tire-
lessly to unite all Americans of conscience, black and white, to aet
at once."

The need for such united struggle cannot wait for another "hot sum- ,

mer." It must be directed NOW toward the elimination of the un- i

bearable conditions that will breed not only more hot summers but

There is an urgent need for organized, militant and united struggle

,'rin every black community in the United States. Its arsenal of tactical

'weapons should include any and all forms of struggle that will most
effectivelv and most speedily advance the ffght for full freedom: mass
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marches, demonstrations, massive militant civil disobedience, boy-
cotts and strikes. It should include sit-ins, sit-downs and sit-outs, and
armed defense when necessary. It should inclucle black community
mass marches to the polls to elect Negro mayors, U.S. Senators, Con-
gressmen and Negro public officials on every level.

The door should be wide open to any new and efiective forms of
struggle forged in the ffres of the freedom fight. The only test for -

tactical weapons of the freedom struggle should be: will they advance
or set back the struggleP Will they unite or divide the mass of the
black people? Will they aid in winning allies or isolating us.

Militancn the indispensable ingredient for all effective struggles,
has to meet the test. The courage of brave individuals has played,
and can play, a signiffcant role in today's freedom struggle. But the
militancy of individuals lies in the ability to inspire zrass militancy.
It can never be a substitute for it. Individual courage, therefore, must
be synchronized with those forms of struggle to which the mass of
black people are ready to respond at any given stage of the struggle.

There is an urgent need, too, for consideration of forms of organiza-
tion which will unite the people in the black communities and coor-
dinate the communities themselves on a city, state and national level.
The aim ihould be efiectively to bring to bear on the power structure
the collective will of the black people, to organize and direct mass
actions on every front and at every level.

The obiective should be to unite the black communities politically,
and to make full use of their strategic position in our cities. From sucb \

positions of strength they can, in alliance with other oppressed minor-
ities and progressive sections of the white population, struggle efiec-
tively for unprecedented new levels of Negro representation and,
thereby, drastically alter political relationships in the country.

Through united action, an efiective ffght can be waged for black
control of black communities, for federal, state and city responsibility
to provide billions for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the black
communities, placing them on a par with the rest of the nation. ]obs,
at all skills, in such reconstruction, should go to the people of the black
communities, especially to the youth, and at union wages.

To inspire the struggles of today, black communities should be
united in commemorating our black heroes, among them Dr. W. E. B.
Du Bois and former New York City Councilman Beniamin J. Davis.

Unity of the black communities can truly spell black power.
It is wrong to conclude, as some do, from the stubborn refusal of

the power structure and the Johnson Administration to deal adequately
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with the crisis in the black ghettos, that the channels for democratic
change are closed to the black people. It is true, they are being blocked

, by racist and reactionary forces who are determined to close them.
But they are not yet closed. On the contrary, the Negro people have

achieved their strongest political position in our country precisely
during the past decade.

This is the meaning of the tremendous increase in voter registration
in the South, notably in Mississippi. This is the meaning of the Missis-
sippi Freedom Democratic Party-the symbol of new politics in the
country. This is the signiffcance of the new level of black-white unity
achieved at the convention of the National Conference of New Politics
that has given birth to the "Spirit of Chicago."

Keep the Door of Demouacy Open

Thus the fateful question: will the channels of democracy be closed

to the black people?-from which would result, inevitably, that it
would be closed to all Americans-has not as yet been answered in
the affirmative. On the contrary, conditions exist for opening wider
the door of democracy. This requires a militant fight resolutely to com-

bat every fascist-like attempt to close them. This is the path not only
toward winning greater partial aims, but to preparing the best grounds
for the ffght for revolutionary change-for the establishment of a so-

cialist society.
The costly experience of Hitler fascism should serve to remind re-

volutionaries, and democrats as well, of the terrible price paid for the

failure to defend each precious democratic right to the bitter end.

Many white people, frustrated by the dangerous drift to disaster of

our cities, have responded with fear to the uprisings in the black ghet-

tos. The racists have been quick to seize upon these fears to inflame
deeply imbedded preiudices that exist. Thus, a serious situation is

developing which can turn our streets into bloody battle-grounds of
racist strife.

But, it should also be noted, that among increasing numbers of
I white people there is evident signiffcant new levels of understanding

of the ieal meaning of full equality for black people. This is refected
in the readiness of large numbers of whites to accept and work for
increased black representation. The basis for achieving higher levels

' of black-rvhite unity are present today.
' This is especially'so beciuse the crisis in the black ghettos has served

to put the spotlight on the crisis of our cities. There is no way of

TBEEDOM "AND EQUAI.ITY I
resolving one crisis without at the same time resolving the other. Thus,
life itself has ioined the fate of the black comrnunities with the fate
of our cities, including the white communities. Of course, the answer
to both crises lies in washington, in changing federal responsibilities
to the cities, to provide adequate funds for decent homes, for schools,
hospitals and transit.

Unity of Bl.ack and White Around Common Interests

Above all the answer lies in drastically changing our nation,s
priorities: from waging aggressive war to providing for the long-
neglected needs of peace-time living. That requires the speedy endin"g
of the unjust war in Vietnam.

More and more Americans, white as well as Negro, have come to
recognize the interrelation of three crises: the ghetto, our cities and.
the war in vietnam. An irresistible force can be Lrought into being by
uniting the mass of Americans to ffght for the resolution of all tf,reb
unbearable crises. This struggle, by uniting white and brack around
their common interests, can weaken the dangerous inroads of the
racists in the white communities. It is toward the development of
this irresistible force that black and white progressives, espJcially re-
volutionaries, should bend their efiorts.

To achieve such unity in struggle, it is incumbent upon white pro-
gressives and revolutionaries to conduct a consistent and corrageorrs
battle- against racism in their own communities, shops, officeJ and
schools.

The struggle for black freedom faces not only great triars but great
opportunities. Both aspects of the present situation have to be gras-ped.
More, they have to be acted upon, and acted upon unitedly,"in [ime
to make the 1968 elections the arena for great anl victorious'struggles.
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Path tn Black Liheration

Under [apitalism
An important new feature of the black freedom movement is a

growing iecognition that capitalism is the source of black- oppression.- If capitalir* it the source of the inferior status _of black people,

and it is, then it would follow that only with the olimination of the

system can Negroes gain equality. Generally this is true. But from this

tiuth, some wrong and harmful conclusions are drawn.

There are somq on the Left who advance the idea that no substan-

tial changes in the Negro's status is possible in the capitalist flame-

work, that only token gains can be made. For example, Paul A Baron

and Paul M. Sweezy, in Monopoly Capital, say the followingr

Today Negroes are on the bottom, and there is neither room
above ,iot ,rlyor" ready to take their place. Thus only- individuals
can move up, not the gioup as such. Reforms help the few, not the

many.o

If the Negro people's movement accepts this viewp-oint, the strug-

gle will be set ba"li f,or generations to come. To tell the Negro mass-

Js that only a few individuals can move uPwand so long as capitalism

exists is to say in effect: Sit down and wait until socialism comes

about. Or, it can lead to premature and self-defeating measures to

bring it about.
Tf,e establishment of socialist society requires a process of struggle

varying according to time, place and circumstances'

The-road to a iocialist reorganization of society is no longer a mat-

ter of hypothesis or guess-work. One-third of the world has taken

the socialist path and another sector among the newly liberated coun-

tries is heading in that direction. Thus, a wealth of experience has

been accumulaied. And as the struggle for socialism goes forward in
the rest of the world, new experiences will be added'

lmmediate Demands and the Socialist Goal

Within that framework, however, there are some universal truths

that have withstood the test of time. Among these is the fact that

Paul A. Baran and Paul M. Sweery, Monopolg Capital, Monthly Roviev
Press, New York, 1966, P,279.

t0
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the struggle for socialism develops within the framework of demo-
cratic struggles. In all instances where the socialist struggle was
successful, it was preceded by mass struggles which placed the neces-
sity for a radical shift or change within the old society. The classical
form this has taken is the struggle for the extension of democracy.

To_day in the United States the struggle of the Negro people for
equality is essentially a democratic struggle. And in this itruggle it
is possible to change their status substantially, short of socialism.
Indeed, the balance sheet of stmggle for the last ffteen years has in
some areas already passed beyond "tokenism."

Some argue that placing the question this way can only feed illusions
in the capitalist system. Now it is true that reforms under capitalism
can temlrcrarily create such illusions. But it is also true that the
ongoing struggle for greater and greater reforms can also expose
the limitations of the system and lead to greater consciousnesi of
the need to change it.

But this does not happen automatically.
Some of those on the Left and some freedom ffghters who argue

, against struggles of an immediate nature pursue a policy which holds
forth no perspective for socialism. The history of ihe socialist move-

,- ment is full of deviations of both extremes.

l, t"r"- have always been those who have conducted abstract propa-
,sanda- for socialism and urged non-participation in the day-io-day
struggles. The classic example of this erroneous view is the mummiffed
Socialist Labor Party. The bankruptcy of these views becomes appa-
rent when we see that people holding sueh views have establiilied
socialism nowhere in the world.

On the other hand, struggles for immediate demands without the
propa_gation of socialism will also not lead to a socialist society. This
was the historie lesson of the second socialist International. Its con-
centration on the struggle for reforms within capitalism became an
end in itself. In many instances where soctalism was on the order' of the day, these forces became the greatest obstacle to making the
change.

Both deviations can be most harmful.
conscious socialist forces must identify with the peopre who seek

relief from the miseries of capitalism on a day-to-aay uaiis and at the
sflme time point out the limitations of such demands.

what will follow is an examination of what black people can achieve
within the framework of capitalism and what will hurri to wait for a

. socialist solution.



The Nation's Number One Econorraic Problem

In the period ahead, what is needed, is a progtam or a series of
programs that tie together the problems of aII Americans with the

ipecial problems of black Americans. America today faces a political
ciiris which in many respects is more deep-going than the crisis of
the Civil War years. A program to meet this crisis is urgently needed.

In recent years there has been an upsurge of social muclraking
which is reminiscent of the 198Os. In almost every single arena of
our national life, men and women have produced important works

which have probed into the nation's innermost problems. Just to cite
only a few: There are the works of Michael Harrington and Leon
Keyserling on the poor; of Fred Cook, on the fascist danger and of
Milchell Gordon, on the crisis in our cities. But it is characteristic of
most such writers that while they present the problem, they apPear

overwhelmed by it and are still only groping for a way out. There are

some exceptions, such as Professor Seymour Melman. In his work,
he showed the source of the problem when he related almost all our
social ills to an economy geared to warr Purposes.

He deffnes the character of the period we are now passing through
in these rvords:

The Cold War, with its fearsome ultranationalism, military
threats, and depletion, can be made to give way at home and abroad
to the 

"o*p"i'"rr"" 
of a productive "society-bringing productive

power to bdar for the solu-tion of man's problems.o

This, he says, is the American agenda, 1965 to Lg85.

Another author who has made a penetrating analysis of the prob-
lems of this period is Whitney Young, Jr., Executive Director of the
National Urban League. In his book To Be Equ"al, he defines with even

greater precision the nature of the period ahead of us and what is
iequired to meet the problems. He likens it to the New Deal period
of ihe 1990's. In this respect, I believe his observations are very sound.

As a result of the war economy and the deferred social needs, he says,

we now confront problems that will have to be tackled in a manner

characteristic of the New Deal administration of F.D.R. However,

the problems we face today are far deeper and will require much
more radical solutions than the reforms of the New Deal period'

For one thing, the class alignments will have to be difierent. In the

New Deal period, sections of the big monopolies supported F.D.R.

POI.ITICAL AFTAIBS

Seymour Melman, Our Dapleteil Soaieg, Holt, New York, 1966, p. 285.
1964,

P.[TH TO ILH,Cf, IIBENATION I3

But the problems of today require a challenge to the controls of big
business over the direction of the government. Hence progress today
dictates the building of a powerful coalition directed against monopoly
eapital as a whole-against the military-industrial complex.

Mr. Young not only deffned the general character of &e coming
struggle, but he placed the Negro question in a central position. Un-
fortunately, most of the authors who have written about our social
ills do not deal with this problem. Mr. Young placed it as a special
problem, and says that what is needed is a special efiort.

Over a quarter of a century ago, F.D.R. said that the South was
our number one economic problem. Today, the Negro constitutes
the nation's number one economic problem. Young says:

The American Negro has been out of the mainstream for more
than three centuries and a-special efiort must be made to bring him
into the central action of our society. The effects of more-than
three centuries of oppression cannot be obliterated by doing busi-
ness as usual.$

Programs to Fight Pooerty

Therefore, to meet the problems of the Negro in our ghettos, cities
and among the rural poor requires the elaboration of programs that
encompass every aspect of American life.

There are many organizations which have advanced programs on
how to combat poverty. A few years ago, the Communist Party of the
United States presented a comprehensive plan which called for a pro-
gram involving the outlay in the next ten years of over $150 billion.
More recently the Randolph Institute, working with the economist
Leon Keyserling, has produced a plan designated as the "Freedom
Budget," that calls for an outlay of $I80 billion in the next ten years.
This plan tackles the problems facing Americans generally, as well as
many of the special problems facing the Negro in the ghetto. It has
been endorsed by a large number of people's organizations, both Ne-
gro and white, including labor organizations. Around this program,
we already see evolving the kind of unity which Professor Melman
called for and which the times dictate.

There are many inadequacies in the plan, and one must take issue
especially with its presentation as a program which can be achieved
within the framework of a war economy. Nevertheless, one can em-

*'Whitney M. Young, lr,, To Ba Eqtal, McGraw-Hill, New York,
p. ill.
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brace it as the most meaningful program that has yet been produced
to meet the ills of our society. It is not the kind of program that can
be won overnight, however. It is a long-range program. But it should
not on that account be construed as something unobtainable, as some-
thing that will have to be set aside until times get more favorable.
The time to advance such a program and to ffght for it is now, and
it is not impossible that many of its aspects can be won in the im-
mediate future.

The struggle for such a program consists of two parts. First, there
is the legislative struggle, which means the drafting of bills and the
ffght for their passage. Second, there are the struggles that must take
place outside of the legislative arena, Both must be related speciffcally
to a program of struggle inside the black ghettos. To overcome the
problems of the ghetto in regard to employment, housing, health,
education, etc,, the intervention of government at all levels-federal,
state, county and city-is a fundamental requirement. Especially is a
massive federal intervention necessary, as is pointed up in the Free-
dom Budget. But substantial changes in the ghetto can also be won,
with or without aid, through direct mass struggles.

Need to Raise lncome in the Ghetto

The main problem in the black ghetto is that of income. The Negro
market, according to the United States Department of Commerce,
today amounts to $27-30 billion. This represents a considerable quan-
tity of consumer purchasing power; therefore it can become a tremend-
ous lever in breaking down areas of iob discrimination by many of
the companies which follow such practices. However, this is a sec-
ondary aspect of the problem, to which we shall return later.

The primary problem is how to increase the income of the ghetto.
The Negro in the ghetto is the victim of a hierarchy of super-exploita-
tion, embracing wages, rents, interest rates and consumer purchases.
The central problem in this hierarchy is wages. The fact that Negroes
received only $27 billion in income in 1966 out of a gross national
product of well over $600 billion in itself suggests the nature of the
problem.

A program to "overcome," therefore, requires first of all a ffght to
raise the wages of the Negro worker. And this entails a certain rela-
tionship to the trade union movement. This point cannot be stressed
too much, because an outstanding weakness of most civil rights lead-
ers, especially the younger radicals, is their failure to comprehend
this fact. To be sure, the labor movement in the last fffteen years, un-

PAIII TO SLACE LIBERATION 15

der the leadership of George Meany, has done many things to chain
the working class to the chariot of American imperialism. Indeed, the
activities of the George Meany-Jay Lovestone clique represent some
of the most shameful pages in the history of the American working
class. But despite this, what civil rights leaders must come to under-
stand is that, unless changes take place within the labor rnovement
which make of it a more effective instrument of struggle for the
interests of the working class and the people, no really meaningful
changes {or the Negro will take place in our society.

How can we conceive of making serious inroads into the low wage
rates paid Negro workers without a struggle to organize the unor-
garized workers, both black and white, both in the South and the
North? How can we conceive of making inroads into the estimated
$22 billion differential between wages paid white workers and those
paid Negro workers without a struggle inside the unions for the
upgading of Negro workers? These are the clear lines of battle re-
quired to enhance the Negro's economic status, and yet this is the
most neglected sector of the battlefront. Millions of Negro workers
are employed in service industries, in which the wage level is often
lower than what people receive on relief. These workers must be
organized, and anyone who does not address himself to this problem
and still talks about Black Power, misses the essence of rvhat is re-
quired to achieve that power.

Labor Must Be Compelleil to Act

If the labor rnovement is not now measuring up to its responsibilities
in doing this, then it is incumbent upon the conscious freedom forces
to bring the necessary pressures to bear to get on with the job of
organizing those service industries in which the Negro's wages are
at such a low level.

When the Negro conceives of a program to share power in the polit-
ical arena and neglects the labor movement, he again misses the cen-
trality of what is required to obtain and exert power.

The organized labor movement is one of the most powerful forces
within our society. Its weight in econornic matters is undeniable. And
if some workers, both black and white, enjoy some part of the nation's
affiuence, it is not just that the imperialists give them some crumbs
from the superexploitation of the third world, the colonial world;
it is primarily because the workers, through their unions, have waged
tremendous strike struggles and forced the employers to rnake con-
cossions. Labor's ability to shut down production is the most potent



16 POHflCAL .I,FTAIRS

weapol the working people possess. Whether this power is always
exerted on behalf of all aspects of the worker's needs is beside tire
point. The important thing is that the power is there, and if it is not
being adequately used; a struggle must be waged to make it available
to protect the interests of the workers and of all the people.

The ability of the organized labor movement to bring ibout mean-
ingful political changes has no peer among the democratic forces.
Its membership, whieh runs to some sixteen million; its ffnances, which
run into the hundreds of millions of dollars; the experienced organ-
izers at its disposal; its ability to efiect organization not only in the
shop but in the smallest political sub-division-all these things make
it potentially the common people's most powerful weapon. It is evident
that the failure of this movement to live up to these potentials is due
to reactionary and opportunist leadership.-But given a highly organ-
ized rank and ffle movement, these things, too, can be changed.

Another aspect of relating to the union movement is the need to
tackle discrimination within the unions. For Negro freedom ffghters
to stand on the sidelines and deplore the terrible conditions within
the unions, and not to get inside of them and ffght for solutions, is to
withdraw from the battle. Until recently, the Negro brewery workers
in New York City were discriminated against both by the company
and the union. They were never able to acquire enough seniority to
enable them to get permanent union cards. As a consequence, they did
not get much work. But they did not resign themselves to the discrim-
ination. They led a struggle to change the situation and succeeded
in breaking the system down. The Amsterdam News noted that, as
a result, they brought an additional few million dollars into the black
community. This was but one small example. Many similar ones exist
across the land, and given a determined approach by freedom ffghters,
many of the practices of discrimination within the union can be broken
down. This, too, will add to the income of the ghetto.

In the context of the primacy of the struggle on the wage front, the
struggle to organize the Negro market can be a valuable instrument
in enhancing the income of the Negro ghetto. Floyd McKissick, na-
tional leader of CORE, defines as one of the central aspects of the
Black Power slogan the Negroes' consumer power. Timuel Black, a
Chicago civil rights leader, has pointed out that the power structure
of our country does not respond to moral persuasion, but reacts only
when profits are distributed. An increasingly large number of in-
fluential Negro freedom fighters are dealing with the weapon of con-
sumer power. There is nothing wrong with this concept. Labor has
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long found that to gain concessions from its exploiters, it has to use
its power to stop production and proffts. The Negro, in using his
power, as a consumer, is similarly employing a basic weapon to de-
fend his interests.

Some civil rights leaders, howeveE see this as the only line of battle.
This form of struggle alone will not basically change the situation;
the struggle on the wage front must be our principal concern. None-
theless, the period ahead must also witness the growth of organizations
which will promote the fight on the consumer front. In a number
of communities, such organizations are being built and are already
in action. For example, in Chicago a nrovement called "Operation
Bread Basket" exists, which has organized boycott campaigns against
certain companies which have followed discriminatory practices. It
is estimated that its actions have already added over 15 million dollars
to the income of the black ghetto of Chicago.

Finally, to increase the income of the ghetto and to roduce the de-
gree of super-exploitation requires struggle and organization on many
other fronts. Wherever there is rent gouging, there must be orgariza-
tion to combat it; wherever there are disparities in the prices of
commodities, there must be organization to eliminate them; wherever
there are exorbitant interest rates, there must be laws to reduce them.
These types of action, coupled with the struggles of a broader-based
trade union movement, involvement of t}e underemployed Negro
and utilization of consumer power, constitute the line of march for-
ward.

Needs of Negro Youth-a Maior Concern

A program to meet the problems of the ghetto must of necessity
reflect the interests of all the people within it. But the problem of
Negro youth transcends all others in urgency. Dr. James B. Conant
and others have already pointed to this urgency, but the power
structure still glosses over the problem and fails to respond in the
way that the situation requires.

While the overwhelming majority of Negro youth still maintain
a positive approach to struggle and are playing a positive role, there
are an alarmingly large number who are falling into depths of despair
and hopelessness. Mayor Lindsay of New York City, speaking re-
cently at Princeton University, signalized this point when he said:

. . . the youth in the Bedford-Stuyvesants, the Folsoms and the
Watts of our cities seem to be approaching the belief that nothing
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they can do can bring any tangible improvement in the world that
imprisons them.o

As a result of this hopelessness, thousands of Negro youth have
organized into gangs and are roaming the streets of the ghettos,
creating tremendous problems. The difficulties confronting these
youth constitute one of the main challenges of any program designed
to alleviate ghetto living. Whitney Young, in his book, pointed out
that if a national disaster, such as a flood, hit any section of our
country, the federal, state, and city government would rush in with
funds and other assistance to alleviate the hardship and suffering.
The problem of these youth is of a similar order, The catalytic agent
in the 150 eruptions in black ghettos in the last few years has been
the youth, and yet no relief is forthcoming.

The program on poverty, with its "job training," has thus far proven
to be a farce. One approach to how this problem could. be met has
been presented by Director Edwin Berry of the Chicago Urban
League. Following the outburst on the West Side of Chicago in 1965,
he convened a conference of some of the major industrial leaders,
welfare agencies, and others. He placed before the conference a plan
for a crash program of jobs for Negro high school dropouts, which
called for industry to open its door to at least 30,000 Negro youth.
He pointed out that it would be necessary to lower some of the rigid
requirements that industry uses to screen prospective employees, such
as a high school diploma, no jail record, etc. He called for an on-the-
job training program in the plants, with a guarantee of employment
following such training. The leaders of industry were not prepared
for such a program on such a scale, undoubtedly because it would
affect their profits. But eventually, there was a meeting of minds on
a minimum program. Agreement was reached to work to integrate
3,000 Negro youth along these lines. An organization called "]obs
Now" was set up, with most of the social agencies joining together
to help process the plan.

Out of the ffrst 125 persons enrolled, there was a 29 per cent drop-
out. Some social workers, seeking an answer to this, came across
statements such as, "Man, I can make more money hustling back
in the community than I can on that man's job." What was evident
here was that Negro youth are not prepared to take jobs in menial
capacities, or to beoome a part of the army of underemployed. Because

*New York Times, December 3, 1967.
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of such experience, some of the youth going through this program
are being given jobs which offer more than poverty level wages,
and with opportunites for promotion. As a result, drop-outs declined.
This is a small beginning, but it goes in the right direction. What
is needed is a national effort, led by the federal govemment, to set
up a job-training and placement program for at least half a million
Negro youth across the land. Such a program would require an im-
mediate outlay of several billion dollars. It would require that all
the pressures of the federal, state and city government who have
contractual , relations with private enterprises be used to compel
concessions along the lines of the Chicago project.

Political Arena-.A, Keg Area of Struggle

The social problem we have been discussing-the cold war and
the deferred economic and social problems of the nation, the dangers
inherent in the military-industrial complex, the sick society, the crisis
in civil rights-show clearly that we are dealing with problems
that are malignant in character and eventually will require surgery.
The period of palliatives is slowly evaporating. These problems will
require a re-examination of old concepts by all strata of the American
people. They should retain those that are still valid, but unhesita-
tingly discard those that have been proven obsolete, bankrupt, and
incapable of moving our society forward.

The American agenda, as outlined by Professor Melman, is to make
a radical social shift within the framework of the existing system. But
such a shift is going to require a reconstruction of American life
such as we have never known. Yet almost all the writers who placed
before us the facts regarding the present state of affairs, with hardly
an exception, have failed to address themselves to what is going to
be required in the political arena. A Fred Cook speaks o{ a warfare
state, but does not tell us what is required to end it. A Leon Key-
serling says we can vastly increase the gross national product in the
next several years and, produce enough for both butter and guns,
but proposes to do so while having the political apparatus undis-
turbed. Seymour Melman tells us what is on the agenda for the next
twenty years, but he does not tell us what will be required in the
political arena in order to carry out that agenda. Whitney Young says
we need a New Deal, but nothing is said about how it can be achieved.

The crux of the matter is that the deprived masses in America
cannot successfully resolve the aforementloned problem in the con-
text of the two-party system as it presently exists. They can do so
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neither through the Democratic party nor the Republican party.
Both are vehicles of the very forces that have brought our country
to this critical state. In a certain sense, the political situation today
brings to mind some of the circumstances which existed in the years
leading to the American Civil War. At that time, the Whig party
was the main vehicle of the Eastern capitalists and Northern in-
terests, but it was the party which from 1820 to 1859, led the retreat
before the onslaught of Southern slaveholders. It took a long time
for the democratic forces to find the proper political medium to do
what history demanded. In the present historical period the demo-
cratic masses have placed their main reliance on the same kind of
party-the Democratic party. Time and experience will demonstrate
to them, as with the Whig party olzer a century ago, that this party is
incapable of meeting these problems, that they will need to take the
line of march to the eventual formation of a new people's party which
will be capable of making some very basic reforms within the frame-
work of the existing capitalist system.

lncreasing N e gro Represent ation

The Negro people are today giving a splendid example of an ap-

proach to the solution of the problem. The concept of Black Power,
no matter how one views the slogan itself, means essentially the
right of the Negro people to have a share in the Power structure
of this country. In this regard, the struggle for Negro representation,
within and outside of the two-party system, is an important step toward
the eventual formation of a new political party of the people. The
Negro people have now placed on the agenda the necessity for them

to have a voice and vote in the carrying out of the laws, tlle executive

actions and the iudicial rulings which their mass struggles have

brought into existence. The 1966 and 1967 elections showed that this
trend is now in motion, even though a long, hard road still lies head.

Ernest Calloway, a Negro leader in the Teamsters Union has taken

note of this development. He says:

While the eyes of the nation-in the recent off-year elections-
were piercing'the political d-arkness for the various and sundry
'"back'lashett *a.rrifactured by the daily press of the nation, a

real political revolution was quietly trkilg loql T the big city
ghett^os of America- Fa1 the- m-ost-fart it li-ad all of the earmarks

6f * rr"*, sustained political devel6pment brought on by the his-
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toric Supreme Court's decision in the legislative reapportionment
case. *

Representative John Conyers, Jr. of Michigan, after taking note
of the gains made in 1966, optimistically looks to the future when
he says: "By 1970, we can expect to double the number of Negro
Congressmen and have mayors in Newark, Baltimore, Cleveland, and
Detroit."*

The developments which evoked these responses came as a result
of the election of nearly 150 Negro Americans to office in the 1966

elections. The number elected to state legislatures lvas doubled. For
the ftrst time since Reconstruction, a Negro was elected to the United
States Senate. The 1966 trend continued through 1967.

The election of Cleveland Mayor Carl B. Stokes and Gary, In-
diana Mayor Richard B. Hatcher were the outstanding events. Black
people were elected to the legislatures in Virginia and Mississippi
for the first time since the Reconstruction period. Also in Mississippi
four county supervisors were elected. In Kentucky, Mrs. Georgia
Davis became the first black woman to serve in the State Senate.

These electoral victories were accompanied by an unprecedented
show of unity and independence from the party machines.

The growing migration of Negroes into the larger cities, North
and South, the putting into effect of the voting rights legislation
in the South, and the growing political consciousness of the Negro
masses> all herald a new era of Negro representation which could
surpass the achievements of the Reconstruction period.

The trend toward Negro representation will proceed differently
in different phases and circumstances. This process cannot be com-
pressed into a rigid mold. The slogans under which Negroes run for
public office will also vary. In some circumstances, in an area of
Negro majority, where there is a white incumbent, the thing to do
may be to raise the slogan of Negro representation and strive to
obtain bi-partisan unity of all Negroes in the area. In an area of
Negro minority, the slogan of Negro representation may not be the
main slogan raised. This would be true at the big city, county and
state levels, where the Negro is a clear minority. Stokes and Hatcher
could not have been elected without some white support.

Therefore, the Negro people, in placing political representation
as one of the principal needs of this period, must do so in a way

*Mi,asouri, Teamster, December 1966.
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which \vill win white masses to this conc%)t and this necessity.
Negro representatives, whether they come from areas of Negro ma-
jority or areas of Negro minority, must show that they are capable
of representing the true interests not only of the black masses, but
of the impoverished and dispossessed white masses as well. Objec-
tively, the ability of Negro representatives to reflect what is needed
by these masses will often exceed that of their white opponents.

Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, as Chairman of the House
Committee on Labor and Education, has been one of the most out-
standing defenders of the interests of labor that this committee has
ever had. The period of Reconstrution, which resulted in Negroes
holding public office at almost all levels of government, certainly
did not hurt the broad white masses. It hurt the slaveholders, who
were the exploiters of both black and white. Moreover, Negro leg-
islators in that period made contributions that to this day stand as
a hallmark of Southern progress.

Their role is described by Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois in these wordsr

The ffrst great mass movement for public education at the ex-
pense of the state, in the South, came from Negroes. Many leaders
before the war had advocated general education, but few had been
listened to. Schools for indigents and paupers were supported, here
and there, and more or less spasmodically. Some states had elabo-
rate plans, but they were not carried out. Public education for all
at public e{pense, was, in the South, a Negro idearo

The coming period will witness a growing impetus toward Negro
representation, This will be expressed, on the one hand, in growth
of representation on a quantitative level, and on the other, in its
growth on a qualitative level. On the quantitative level there will be
many more Negroes elected who are more responsive to the white polit-
ical structure than to the Negro masses. On the qualitative level there
will be a growth in numbers of those who are responsive to the will,
desires and needs of the masses, and who will therefore be in con-
stant conflict with the power structure. Civil rights forces should
endeavor to aid and facilitate both developments, because in the
final analysis, even those who are elected by the white power stru-
ture will find it increasingly politically advantageous to identify with
their people and not with the machines whie,h brought them into
office.

*Block Reconstruction in America, 'World

1964, p. 688.
Pu,blishing Co., New York,

*Miasootri Teomster, December 1g66.
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The outcome of these developments will be to push the Negro
into positions of strength and power within the political directorate.
The foregoing,should suffice to show that a rise in Negro repre-
sentation, in Negoes having a share of power, is in thi national
interest and is not divisive. The slogan of Black power, hated by
sgme, jeplored by-others, and distorted by many, can have a posi-
tive effect in accelerating the development of greater political in-
dependence by all segments of our people, both within ind outside
of the two-pa$)r system.

_ 
These_ may well be the initial sparks which bring into existence

tfe klrd of politieal party that the times require. Tf,e formation of
the Black Panther Party in Lowndes County, Alabama and of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party constitute important steps
in the direction of a realignment of political forces.

However, a new people's party will not emerge full-blown over-
night. The path will be marked by many twists and turns and, above
all, by many local variations.

The Black Panther Party and the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party are playin_g an important role in moving the Negro masses
into an independent position outside the confines of the bemocratic
and Republican parties. But it would be wrong to see this as the
sole arena of struggle. The fight must be wafed also within the
two major parties. This is not to imply that the advanced demo-
cratic forces carr capture either party. However, there is a growing
differentiation between progressive and reactionary forces i]n tt 

"uEparties which can lead to eruptions whose outcome no one can at
this time predict.

Negro representation in the South has grown considerably in
recent years. There are now Negro representatives in several south-
ern states. Emest Calloway reports:

In six states and 12 cities, 80 Negroes were elected to state
general assemblies-4 State Senators, aird 26 lower house members
. Texas elected a Nego woman to the State Senate and she
becomes the second N"gro woman sitting as a State Senator;
Maryland elected the first.*

In Alabama, the ffrst Negro sherifi was elected since the Reconstruc-
tion period. These plus advances made in 1gO7 took place as a result
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of struggle within the Democratic party, with the single exception
of one Negro who was elected on the Republican line.

A successful policy requires a combination of tactics, struggle
within as well as outside of maior parties. Onesidedness in either
direction can prove harmful.

Tou:a,rd n. NetD People's Pa.rtg

The situation shaping up today brings to mind the realignment
of political forces which took place prior to the Civil War and which
we have already noted. At least twenty years before a significant
section of the people understood the necessity for a new party, the
Abolitionists formed the Liberty party. This party, although based on
the program to which the nation later rallied, was at that time too
narrow to bring about the changes desired. But its formation and activ-
ity no doubt helped to make other forces aware of the necessity for
a change.

Later, the breaking away of the Free Soil party from the Whig party
geatly enlarged the forces committed to non-extension of slavery
and an end to the compromises. But still it was not strong enough
to take over the reins of government. After the Kansas-Nebraska Act
of 1854, a bloody battle ensued to prevent the extension of slavery.
This Act was, so to speak, the straw that broke the camel's back
and a few years later a large bloc of Whigs broke ar,vay and formed
the Republican party.

The Republican party gathered all the popular democratic forces
to its side, including the Abolitionists. As a consequence, it became
from the beginning a party which expressed the national mood and
was capable of waging a successful struggle fol power.

Such were the roads leading ultimately to a successful resolution
of the struggle against slavery. Today the issues and the class forces
are &fferent, and there are many other dissimilarities. But the pro-
cess involved is instructive for those who would build a new people's
party capable of winning a national election and not merely regis-
tering a protest.

The advanced forces may find it necessary to form new parties,
independent tickets, etc., but these efforts must not becorne an end
unto themselves. They must be conceived of rather as part of an ever
widening process which brings the advanced forces within the Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties to understand what is required to
resolve the basic problems of our time.
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The achievement of this result will require time and patience. But
the objective circumstances in which we operate give us iro reason for
pessimism. The needs of today, Iike those of a century ago, cannot
long be denied.

One of the factors inhibiting- many from supporting a new party
is the fear that it cannot win. The ideologues of-the siatus quo,'with
the help 9f the electoral laws in most states, do all they can to en-
courage this fear. There are also those who argue thai the xeason
why minority parties never seem to get traction is that one or the
other of the two major parties takes over the program of the advanced
forc€s, at least demagogically. This has indeed happened. The wal-
lace-campaign in 1948 and Truman's demagogic esfousar of much of
wallace's program is a good example. Howevir, thi issues before the
nation are now becoming so grave that mere demagogy or half_
hearted concessions will no longer suffice. A radical Joiiition is re-
quired, and for this end, a more radical party at the controls will
increasingly become more obvious.

. 
The coming to power of such a paft/ is a prerequisite to basically

clange our foreign policy, eliminate the ultra-Right-danger and begin
tre reconstruction of our economie and social life. It is"the conditi-on
for making some radical changesin the Negro's position in our society.
A government based on the rule of a new people,s party must of
necessity be anti-monopoly in its policy and must be prepared to take

4 at g necessary measures to curb the power of big blusi-rress over the
Iife of the country.

with regard to political representation, the Negro can move into
every a-rena of government. we can win hundreds 

-of 
Iegislative seats

on the federal, state and city levels. we can elect mayors"in a substan-
tial number of our large cities in both the south and the North. The
gains in this ffeld can far transcend what existed in the Reconstruc-
tion period. But even with all these changes, the Negro wi[ not be
truly- free and equal. J\is wlll require a new system *t i"tr not only
restricts monopoly rule but does away with capitalism as such.

OnIy SocialismWill Bri,ng True Equality

In the present stage of &e struggle substantial progress for our
Negro citizens can be secured. It is conceivable that jim crow and
segregation can be smashed, that substantial gains can be made in
overcoming the income gap between black workers and white workers.
In other rvords, it is conceivable that serious inroads can be made
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on the system of superexploitation, that the ghettos can be transformed
and that Negroes in the South can get some land.

But even with such far-reaching changes, the three hundred year
difierential between black and white will still not be wiped out. The
Negro will still have no means of basically infuencing the economy.
And where there is no economic equality there is no real political
equality.

In this age of monopoly capital, the Negro will never be able to
amass enough capital to have a major voice in economic affairs. The
banks, insurance companies and industries are run by private indi-
viduals whose stock holdings determine policy. Trade unions exercise

some influence, but not basically. The only way black people can

achieve voice and vote on econornic policies is for the working class

to take power and nationalize all the major industries. Under such

conditions, the political weight of black people can be exerted in all
the factories, mills, mines and workshops of the nation.

The rationale for changing the status of black Americans under
socialism is observable under capitalism in the public and private
sectors ,cf the economy. Their position and status in industries
operated by government far exceeds that in those operated by private
enterprises. His vote at the ballot box can infuence the public sector

but has little effect in the private. Under socialism, where the govern-
ment controls the whole economy, Black Power at the polls will in-
fuence the Negro's position in all aspects of our national life.

It is in this context that economic equality, the elimination of'the
effects of three hundred years of inequality can be wiped out.

It is in this context that black people can amass the power to protect
their freedom and make Black Power a reality in its totality.

This is the goal. But it cannot be achieved except in relationship
to a series of ongoing, expanding Programs of an immediate nature.

In this respect the A.frican Revolution surfaces many lessons for
the Afro-American. It passed through two stages of development. The
ffrst was the struggle for political independence. After it was obtained,

economic independence came to the forefront. The former laid the
basis for the latter. And so the struggle of the AfroAmerican tod'ay

for a greater share of political power can lay the basis for bringing
closer the struggle for full economic power tomorrow.

GUS HAIJ

Strategy and Tactics in

New Stage of Strugqle

The struggle for Negro freedom is at a new level. In an over-all
sense the new level is a rebellion against tokenism. While some head-
way has been made against jim crow, there is at the same time a
continuation of the deteriorating conditions among the masses of
Negro Americans, especially in the ghettos. There is a continuation of
the struggle for a correction of the evils arising from the policy of
oppression, but increasingly the demand is for the elimination of the
system of oppression in a more fundamental way. It is a struggle for
jobs, housing, education, but increasingly it is a demand for the elimi-
nation-of the system that has created the inequality in jobs, housing
and other conditions.

This new level of struggle forces the development of a correspond-

AB set of tactics, alliances, political and ideological underpinnings.
The relevance of our Party to these struggles will be measured by
our contribution to the solution of the problems on this new level.

The rate of unemployment and the conditions of the unemployed
in the ghettos are now worse than during the depression of the thirties.
The policy of "containing the ghettos" as enclaves of oppression,
poverty, slum conditions and police terror has become even more
ffrmly institutionalized. The capitalist eo{porate structure has not
given up the special system-the system of discrimination against Ne-
gro Americans. Basically the racial bars maintained by many of the
trade unions remain. Jim crow remains the most critical domestic
issue.

I want to speak about winning white America's participation in the
struggle, but ffrst a ferv words on the present nationalist trends. It
is clear from recent experience that it is very important for us to be
more sensitive to the direction of these nationalist currents and devel-
oprnents. But we must also agree as to the 'direction in which we want
these trends to develop. We must know and sense the progressive ele-
ments within these trends. Not to determine in what direction we
want these currents to develop would make us passive observers rely-
iug on spontaneity. Hence, as in all areas of struggle, both are im-
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portant: being sensitive to the trends, and Inowing in what direction

we want to infuence their movement.
We have to agree on direction in order to determine our position

on such questioni as alliances. We must clearly answer such questions

as these:-Do we want these nationalist currents to move in the direc-

tion of go-it-alone, or should we help them to ffnd a difierent path?

Do we irant these currents to move toward alliances mainly with the

liberals, the middle classes, or should we try to ffnd a path of strug-

gle that leads to alliances with the working class and with the work-

ilg poor? These are very fundamental questions that we must at all
Eimes keep in mind.

Allianc6s presuppose independent and separate struggles !y tt 
"

various co*porer,1s and movements within them. Alliances do not

replace such struggles. An alliance gives new strength to each com'

pdnent sector. It atiacks with greater force the common obstacles that

itand in the way of all the sectors. An alliance must be a stimulant

which raises thl struggles of the separate sectors to new heights.

Thus, struggles by one sector on a more advanced level can stimulate

the struggles of other sectors which are not so advanced.

Burn Out the lnfluence of Racism

The main thing to which I want to direct attention is a central weak-

ness aflicting these struggles. Its correction is key to victory. This

central problem, and the main challenge for us, is the task of winning

greater 
-numbers 

of white Americans to the struggle for Negro free-

iom, th" task of burning out the influence of racism amongst white

Americans. The uinning of this struggle is keg to Negro-ushite unity.

we can achieoe such uiity only to the extent that ue accompli,sh this

task.
Our Party has made important contributions in this direction

throughout lt, hirtory, including this last penod. BuJ ye have to say

that we have too few "experts," too few "professionals," on this aspect

of the struggle. While I don't want to criticize white Communists

who study and seek to understand all phases of the Negro people's

move*errt, the fact is that to do so and fail to be an expert on win-

ning white Americans for the struggle against jim cr-ow is a serious

*"r'k r"tt. Communists who are white must above all be experts on

this aspect.
Not 

-only 
do we have very few experts, but we also have ve_ry little

literature in this area, and that is something that should shock all of

us. Furthermore, when have we heard an analysis of an experience on
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this aspect of the struggle? If we had experts, if we had experiences
and analyzed them, we would also have literature. But thumb through
our present literature and you will ffnd very little on this, the most
d;m",r1, of all phases of the struggle.

The extent of the inf.uence of white chauvinism in our own ranls
must be measured by how effective we are in the struggle against
racism in the ranks of white America. These are not two separate ques-
tions; they are two sides of one ideological problem. In our Party we
must now say that it is not enough merely to condemn racism. That
cannot be the yardstick of our understanding of this question, no mat-
ter how fterce or how correct our condemnation. Ideological concepts
are best molded in the heat of struggle. The test of our ideological
ffrmness lies in how we back up our ideology in practical activity.

Horo to Wage the Battle Agairxt Racism

There are, of course, obstacles and difficulties besides the influenee
of chauvinism in our ranks, but here I would merely indicate that these
are themselves consequences of the influence of chauvinism. There
are white individuals who argue that it is not necessary to win white
Americans for the struggle for Negro equality; instead they call for
armed uprisings in the ghettos. This is not radicalism; it is only a
radical-sounding cover for not fighting against the influence of racism.
There are those who maintain that the task is hopeless, that you can't
win white Americans for the struggle for Negro freedom. This idea,
which we must ffrmly reject, also has some roots in our Part/, expressed
in many ways. And there are reasons for it. There is the fact that jim
crow has such a long history in America. There is the concept that
ideology is some kind of abstraction, unrelated to problems of reality.
Hence, "once a racist, always a racist." It's there and there's nothing
you can do about it. These people do not see the struggles and devel-
opments of life as having any effect on racism. Such hopelessness
reflects a wealmess in understanding of ideological struggles in gen-
eral and a defeatist attitude toward the struggle against American cap-
italist ideology in particular.

In our approach to this question, we have to ask whether it is pos-
sible to win the struggle against the infuence of racism amongst
broader sections of the American people simply on the grounds that
it is wrong-that it's "sinful," that it's anti-democratic, that it's con-
trary to the principles of religion and the concepts of brotherhood.
Can we win this ideological struggle on that level? To be sure, such
arguments are helpful. But they are not enough. They are an insuffi-
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cient base for the struggle against racism in the U.S. And they are
inadequate because our society has not reached the level of civiliza-
tion where such moral and ethical standards are guides to daily mass
behavior. Many bow to such standards on Sundays, but their practice
on the other six days of the week is in line with racism. These argu-
ments i,nfluence but do not determ,i,ne behavior and therefore they are
not enough, Certainly they should be used. But more is needed.

There is the need to explain the class roots of ideology. In the U.S.,
racism influences many. It is propagated by people of all classes,
but its roots are in capitalism. It is an instrument of exploitation, of
class rule. It is an instrument for the exploitation of. all workers. This
understanding of the roots of racism is a cardinal element in the de-
velopment of class-consciousness among our workers.

Mutual Self-lnterests of Negro andWhite

It is the mutual and parallel self-interests of Negro and white which
constitute the key instrument of leverage in the struggle against
racism, a pillar in the struggle for social progress. We can play our
role as a Party or as individuals only if we become experts in its use.
We need to make use of this leverage of mutual and parallel self-
interests, for instance, in such €ueas as the struggle for democracy or
the struggle for peace. Now, one does not have to argue very long
to show that racism is the wedge for anti-democratic forces. This was
obviously the case with Hitler and anti-Semitism; it is likewise the
case with the ultra-Right today. It is Wallace's main stock-in-trade.
But we are not experts in exposing this. We are not experts in showing
that the American people cannot win the struggle for democracy un-
less white Americans see the need to struggle for Negro freedom.

Or, to take another example, there is the need of being experts in
the field of economic struggles. How should Communists have worked
to win white workers in the Ford strike for speciffc demands arising
from Ford's policy of Negro oppression? There are some real problems
here.

The workers in the foundry, which is a very big department at
Ford, are mainly Negro (90 per cent) and a large section of the as-
sembly line workers are also Negro. What is unique about these two
departments? It is that they are the dead-end departments. They are
the departments where time of retirement is time of death, because
there are many health problems in them-problems of silicosis, of
smog produced by the motors running in the assembly line. The union
raised this question in these negotiations. Now, is it not obvious that
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white Communist workers in Ford's should be the experts, should
take the lead in the struggles in this union to put an end to such
conditions? Should they not have striven to convince the white work-
ers in Ford that they can't fully win the other demands unless the
union stays united, and that to stay united the union must ffght the
deadly conditions in these two departments? For workers at Ford's,
this is the test in the struggle against racism, against chauvinism.

Consider the struggle for peace and the struggle against U.S. im-
perialism. Here we should become experts at convincing white peace
workers that to win the struggle against the war policy they must
become active in the struggle for Negro freedom, experts at making
clear to them the relationship of the two. Life has united these issues,
and the struggle should reflect this unity.

When u,e raise the question of mutual and parallel interests, does
this mean that there is need to tell the Negro people to fit their- actions
into the schedule and readiness of white people and white rvorkers
to ftght? I don't think so. The militant, advancJd pressure of a unitecl,
ffghting Negro people is not in contradiction to the concept of seek-
ing out those areas that will enhance the struggle for mutual and
parallel self-interests with white workers. I believe there is a dialec-
tical relationship between the two.

Once more, take the Ford strike. There is no contradiction in white
Cornmunists mobilizing the union in the struggle against the speciffc
conditions in the foundry and assembly departments and a caucus
of Negro union members militantly raising the same question in the
union. On the contrary, there is a dialectical process here that every-
body should understand. As long as black workers at Ford sufier from
a special oppression there will be need for special forms of struggle.
And as long as it exists the union will not be abtre to use its full power
on any question.

When we speak of becoming experts, does this mean we must start
from the premise that when our white comrades take up the struggle
for freedom it will of necessity result in their isolation in broad move-
mentsP There are some thoughts in this direction, but I think that is
misreading the present movement. Such thoughts are part of that
same hopelessness of which I have spoken.

I don't think that's been our experience. I don't think that in Ford's
it will lead to isolation of our white Communists if they raise this
question in the union, in the self-interest of the union, the black
workers and the white workers. It would lead not to isolation but
rather to class unity. That it is a struggle, yes; a difficult struggle, yes.
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But it is not a struggle that will necessarily lead to isolation. In fact,
I am convinced from experience that if the struggle is conducted
properly, it is the racists who will be isolated, not the Communists.

Expose Class Roots of Raci,vn

We have to be experts in exposing the class roots of this whole ques-

tion. Working-class consciousness is the most solid base for the strug-
gle against racism. White workers will understand if we can show

that racism is a weapon in the interests of the ruling class.

The ffnal result, and in fact the goal of the many-sided system of
d,iscrimination, is an inequality of economic status for black Ameri-
cans. This is the class base, the profft of the system.

Thus, the elimination of this inequality is the rock bottom test for
all struggles for freedom. The struggles must all in some way contri-
bute to eliminating this gap.

This is also the test of how successful we are in winning the support
of white Americans for Negro freedom. We Communists must become

experts in winning the support of white Americans to wipe out the
economic inequality in all spheres of activity. Again, it can best be
done by exposing the class roots of the system. Communists in shops,

in local unions, in communities, must become experts in leading strug-
gles that will wipe out every vestige of the inequality. The same ap-

plies to the areas of rents, taxes, prices, etc.
And I would suggest further that our Party, and each club as a part

of this discussion and the discussion on Comrade Lightfoot's report,
probe the following question: Why am I-or we-not a bigger force
in winning white America for this struggle? Why are we not the ex-

perts, the professionals in this arena? And when we relate the strug-
gle against white chauvinism to these concrete tasks, then we will
also win the struggle against the influences of chauvinism in our Party.

Order additional copies of this issue to be sold to your neigh-

bors, friends or shopmates. Mail copies to community and trade

union leaders.

IAMES E. IACKSON

Hass Source of Left Adventurism

The world today is distinguished by the fact that yesterday's
bonded millions are everywhere engaged in the politics of revolu-
tionary struggle to reconstruct the order of things political, economic
and social. In all countries the best of the human race is deeply
engaged in the struggle to secure the end of tyranny, exploitation,
racism; in the struggle to open the way to a peaceful, prosperous
and happy life for all mankind. As never before in the history of the
world, there is a spirit of solidarity which links working people
and ffghters for freedom of all lands and climes in ever stronger
bonds of mutual aid and fraternity.

Fifty years ago, with the capitalist world in the throes of a gen-
eral fratricidal war between its two rival camps for the plunder of
the human race, wracked and ruined by the economic consequences of
the mass killing game, the working class of Russia, led by the Party
of Communists with Lenin at its head, broke the dominant mono-
poly of capitalist imperialism, took power and commenced the build-
ing of socialism on one-sixth of the earth's surface.

From the lusty infant of October 1917, socialism emerged from
World War II as a world system of states covering more than a
fourth of the globe and counting in its population almost a third of
mankind. The growth of socialism into a second uorld social systern

powerfully increased the state power base of the revolutionary process
of the world working class, and gave added leverage to the struggle
of the revolutionary forces throughout the world.

Socialism and the influence of the working class grows in power;
capitalism declines in influence and suffers the loss of one area after
another of its former colonial preserves and its internal conba-
dictions are aggravated all down the line. Attesting to capitalism's
general crisis, and contributing to it, is the growth of the anti-im-
perialist movements, the revolutionary movement for democratic,
working-class and socialist goals.

In our oountry the mass crimes, the depredations against hu-
manity which the apotheosis of world imperialism-the government
of the United States of America-is committing against tle people
of Viebnam, is causing many of a broad class spectrum who lear
war to look with revulsion upon the system of society in whose

33
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cause such a barbaric war is being waged. Out of their experience
in the struggle to stop the aggressive war which the U.S. imperialists
are waging in Vietnam, large numbers are coming to conclude that
the system of capitalist imperialism itself must be abolished.

The cause of the freedom and the emancipation of the unfree
peoples has produced a great phalanx of national liberation moYe-

ments which independently enters into the world-wide revolutionary
process in support of, and alongside of, the world working-class
movement. Large numbers of fighters for national equal rights and
freedom from colonial bondage follow the logic of their experience
with imperialism into the ranks of the conscious revolutionaries for
a socialist alternative.

P etty -B our geo ois Radicalism

The mass enrollment of these new revolutionary forces has posed

before the Communist parties certain serious ideological and or-
ganizational challenges due to the fact that they have come largelv
from non-proletarian classes. They have come to the party out of
their experience in the mass struggles for Vietnam, for national lib-
eration, against discrimation and racism, for agrarian reform and
livelihood. They are from the poor workers in agriculture and of
the urban petty-bourgeoisie-the students, the intellectuals, the pro-
fessionals. The assimilation of the non-proletarian revolutionary
forces into the Communist Parties, without adulterating the theoreti-
cal purity or diminishing the Leninist norms of organizational stan-

dards, are important present and exacting tasks urgently confronting
Communist Parties in many countries including our own and generally
speaking, on a world scale.

It is a welcome sign of the times that the petty-bourgeois militants

-from the cities or the countryside-enroll in movements of mass

actions, and the best among them come to our Party. At the same

time they generate the main pressure and constifute the primary
source for the current attacks upon vital features of the Communist
Party's politicies in the spheres of ideology, organization and tactics.

In the United States at the present time the main attacks from
the Left upon our Party and the main efforts to negatively influence
its course now come from those militants from the non-proletarian
strata who stand upon positions of petty-bourgeois radicalism.

Let me offer in evidence a case history of the depredations against
revolutionary realism of the petty-bourgeois deviation. Represen-

tative of, and major publicists for, the most pretentious non-Party
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petty-bourgeois vagrants of the political Left Bank, are the editors
of the magazime Monthly Retiew, Paul M. Sweezy and Leo Huber-
man. With some reputation as liberals-even Marxists-in academic
circles, they have set themselves up as the senior counselors to and
theoretical innovators of "updated" Marxist (really) r-r-revolution-
ary doctrines for the young wave of radicals of the "New Left."

Th: pattern of the anti-working-class, anti-Party, demagogic
and-diversionary work of these theoreticians of petty-bourgeois ra-
dicalism is clearly revealed in an editorial article entitled "The Black
and the Red," which appears in the September lg67 issue of their
magazine.

Call for "Sniper Warfare" in Negro Ghetto

Commencing with a correctly sympathetic appraisal of the rebel-
Iions of the poor which flared forth from the Negro ghettos in Ne-
wark, New ]ersey and Detroit, Michigan last July, the authors pro-
ceed to the elaboration of a "new theory" for the Negro people to
oonduct their struggle for equality and freedom. Their theory calls
for the fight against Negro discrimination and oppression to be waged
through "the deoelopment of sniper warfare tnhich is a form of urban
guerrilla uarfare."

To our Party the main new feature of Detroit's uprising was the
absence of white versus black racial violence and the fact that some
white workers were participating with the Negro workers in that
demonstration of wrath of the jobless and miserable, that "rebellion

9f 9" poor" in the resistance to the police, and in expropriating
foodstuffs and household goods from the stores. To the gentlemen
radicals of the Monthly Reoi,ew, however, the main thing was the
snipers on the scene. In the course of several pages of playing "sniper"
or soldier, and advising on the ways of urban guerrilla warfare,
they set forth the following advice to the U.S. Negro movement:

The "ghetto jungles of America's large cities" can accommodate
numerous Black guerrilla bands. "No matter how anxious many of the
people concerned . . . may be to remain out of it . . . it is not the wishes
of the majority but the determination to ffght of a militant minority
plus the dialectic of the unfolding struggle itself rvhich will decide
who is and rnho is not to be drawn into the maelstrom."

Now that "the Blacks of the ghetto jungles of America" have guns
and are grouped into guerrilla bands, whom are they to shoot? This
is the Monthly Reaiew's reply: "The ghetto lacks the means to project
its power outside its own narrow conffnes. This is most obvious in a
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military sense. If a Black guerrilla band ventures ttut of $e- ghetto,

it musi operate in an entirely hostile environment from which it can

expect no help whatever."
-But 

whom do the Black guerrillas shoot? Editors sweezy and Huber-

man explain: "All struggles against oppression are therefore by their

very nat.rre wars on two fronts-against the 'external' oppressor and

against his 'internali allies and collaborators." Since, as the editors

of,served before, "the ghetto vis-a-vis the outside world is relatively

powerless," the Black [uerrilla ffghters can't get through to the real

ieats of the power, ro ihey must wage their guerrilla warfare within
the ghetto 0). fnut is, ihey must wage "the struggle against the

"t "riyr fffth column of collaborators, infiltrators, provocateurs, and

informers."

APolicy of Defeat and. Disaster

But this task of shooting out of the way those other Negroes who

show less than enthusiasm for the operations of the Black guerrilla

bands can get messy and dificult to conffne to the "Proven enemies of

the resista-ice movement"; the time has then arrived, we are told,

for a genuinely revolutionary political organization to be born out

of the muzzle of the guerrilla's gun.
"What is needed," 1;" ,t" told, "is a clandestine organization, dis-

ciplined, security-conscious, with a highly developed intelligence sys-

tein enabling it io difierentiate friend from foe, and above all possessed

of the will and the moral authority in the community to mete out

justice to those who betray the cause."

Then, "without for a moment relaxing their necessarily elandestine

anti-fffth-column activities, they will tend to form something like_above

ground 'liberation fronts' which wil for the ftrst time bring real polit'
ical organization and representation to the ghetto-masses . " th-ey

wil alJo take on u"ororiic and social functions which are normally

the responsibility of Constituted Governments."
But ihe Black ghettos sufier from the lack of everything now-

houses, employmeit opportunities, schools, hospitals.- How can they

benefft as Jbarricaded iiolated outpost when still within the conffnes

of the center city? "Blacks in the U.S.," says Sweezy and Huberman,
-are without illusions about the possibility of accomplishing anything

by the methods of bourgeois democracy; and don't believe in the

worth of reforms inside i-he ghetto . . . This world must be revolu-

tionized; there is no other hoPe."

Negroes will iust have to wait for that great day a'comin$, Sweezy
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and Huberman gloomily opine, because "if the the military power
which the ghetto can bring to bear on its environment is small, this is
no less true of its political power in the traditional sense. Here the
chief weapon of the ghetto dweller is the vote . . . as a means of put-
ting pressure on city, state and federal governments it is practically
valueless. If the ghetto sends its own representatives to outside gov-
ernmental bodies, they are in a hopeless minority. And if it uses its
votes to support one or other of the establishment political machines,
it simply helps to decide the particular identity of its oppressors."

Furthermore, they say, "the capitallst-imperialist system created
its black ghettos, exploits them in various ways to its own profft and
advantage, and means to hold on to them . . ." Besides, 'to allow
Blacks to escape, to simply walk out of the center of the empire,
all those in the super-exploited periphery will be greatly encouraged
to follow their example."

Nothing can help you now, Black folk, conclude our authors, save
the psychological values you will accumulate through your guerrilla
war games in the ghetto. However, "those of us who are outside these
areas [white theorists for Black minority guerrilla insurgencyl] . . .

will be laying the groundwork for the day when a common struggle
for common aims will be possible."

The gentlemen revolutionary theorists who prescribed the above for
the Negro freedom movement in the United States are doing the work
of. agent prorsocateurs; they are in fact working against the develop-
ment of the real revolutionary process. These pretenders to Marxism,
if heeded, would bring tragedy and defeat to the Negro freedom move-
ment.

A not unrelated fact is that these two oount themselves valued
counselors and theorists on the Latin American revolution. Indeed,
Latin American comrades will recognize familiar feafures in the ad.
vice which Sweezy and his associates give to the Negro people in the
United States.

Denigrate the Working Class

It is well }nown that a singularly important feature of the 22 mil-
lion oppressed Negro people of the United States is their predomi-
nantly working-class composition, and the fact that the 70 per cent
of the Negro people who are urban and working-class are not a

separate but an integral part of the American working class, notwith-
standing the fact that they sufier all manner of raeial discrimination.
In Sweezy and Huberman's "thesis for the Negroes," there is no single
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mention of this working-class composition of the Negro people. But
this factor makes for obiecti,oe bonds between working-class white
masses which are more powerful than the subiectirso imposition and
cultivation by the monopolists of racisnn and anti-Negro preiudice.
It indicates the main way for the development of the stnrggle to secure

unity and of Negro people's-working-class alliance in the struggle
against the common foe-the rnonopolist class oppressor and exploiter.

It is characteristic of the theoreticians of petty-bourgeois radicalism
to represent the national liberation movements as divorced from the
working-class movement. Indeed, they represent it as being in con-
tradiction to, and opposed by, the working class.

While questioning the leading role of the working class in the further
development of the world revolutionary process, such mock Marxists
as Sweezy and Huberman exaggerate and extend the task of the
national liberation movement far beyond its historic role and capability.
They sneer at the working class of the capitalist countries, dub them
"aristocrats" who have become a part of "the establishment" (of the
monopolists). They assign to the national liberation movement the
task of the revolutionary overthrow of imperialism (a task to be per-
formed, of course, under the directional baton of such disenchanted
dropouts frorn the bourgeoisie as Sweezy and Companyl ). Regis

Debray, in his Reaolution im the ReoolutionP, even boasts that "in a

group of revolutionaries of bourgeois extraction" are really found the
"connecting link in the worker-peasant alliance."

Having rejected the leading role of the working class, the petty-
bourgeois radicals scorn the Communist Parties as conseryative and
old-fashioned. They are hostile critics of the Soviet Union and scofi

at the primacy of the force of its influence, and the great infuence
of its example of socialist successes, in favoring and accelerating the

world revolutionary process.
In the single example which we have cited, of the harmfulness of

the petty-bourgeois theoreticians to the practical daily work of the
movement, other points are self-evident. They make obvious identifv
with the position advanced by kindred petty-bourgeois souls in Peking
and elsewhere who have been busy inventing new dogmas to govern
tactics and strategy-unscientific dogmas and methods which could
misdirect the revolutionary movement and impose unnecessary de'
tours and setbacks.

Our tlvo editors are not untypical of a new breed of anti-Leninist
ideological tinkerers and adventurers who have been born of, and in
turn seek to insinuate their viewpoint among, the non-workingclass
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forces of the world revolutionary movement,
They exert an extravagant expenditure of energy striving to tailor

the theory and alter the structure of tlle movement to correspond to
the diktat of their petty-bourgeois prejudices, romanticism and vanities.

They are busily refurbishing old and long-discredited theories of
revolutionary action as first set forth by various brands of organiza-

tional nihilists, anarchists, terrorists and rebellious student romantics.
They seek a way to make social revolution against capitalism with-

out winning the working class.

They seek a passage to socialism without, and in opposition to, the

party of the Communists.

ldi.ological Struggle Against the "Reoolutionar7 Phrase"

In our country, influence of the petty bourgeoisie, departures from
Marxism-Leninism as reflected in the writings of such individuals as

Lin Piao and Mao Tse-tung, Regis Debra/, Paul M. Sweezy and ]ames
Boggs, have a serious disorienting efiect within the broad Left and

to some extent upon our own cadre.
Lenin always sought out the class roots and causes of each par-

ticular contrary tendency and deviation in the developing revolution-
ary process. "There are . . . moments," he wrote, "when a question
must be raised sharply and things given their Proper names, the danger

being that otherwise irreparable harm may be done to the Party and

the revolution.
"Revolutionary phrase-making,'more often than not, is a disease

from which revolutionary parties sufier at times when they constitute,
directly cr indirectly, a combination, alliance or intermingling of pro-
letarian and petty-bourgeois elements, and when the course of revolu-
tionary events is marked by big, rapid zigzags. By revolutionary
phrase-making we mean the repetition of revolutionary slogans irres-

peAir:e of obiectiae circumstances at a given turn in events, in the
given state of afiairs obtaning at the time. The slogans are superb,
alluring, intoxicating, but there are no grounds for them; such is the
nature of the revolutionary phrase . . ." (The Reoolutionarg Phrase,

Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1965, p. 19. )
Karl Marx was in a continuing struggle with the deviations of non-

proletarian radicalism. Proftling the nature of the petty-bourgeois
radical, Marx wrote in reference to Proudhon, that he 'is at once both
bourgeois and man of the people. . . . A petty bourgeois of this type
glorifies controdic-ti,on because contradiction is the basis of his exist'
ence. He is himself nothing but social contradictions in action." (The
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Pooerty of Philosophy, Intemational Publishers, New York, 1963,

p.1e8.)
Sdll, the whole point of our concern is not that we fear contact and

alliance with the militants from the petty-bourgeois masses. On the
contrary, we must welcome this harvest of recruits to the revolutionary
movement and count it a further evidence of the winter of capitalism's

general crisis and the wide sweeP and deep penetration of 
-S9 

revolu-
Uon's appeal. The challenge is to assimilate, to win over ideologically
these non-proletarians to the standards of the Marxist-Leninist party
of the working class.

What Lenin taught in reference to our attitude toward work in the
Right-led "reactionary'' trade unions, applies in equal measure to our
task in connection with the "new wave" of radicals from the ranks of
the non-proletarian masses. Lenin wrote in"Left-Wing" Corlrnunism-
An lnfaitile Disorder: ". ., a certain'reactionisnt' . . . is inevitable
. . . Not to understand this means a complete failure to understand

the fundamental conditions of the transition. from capitalism to social-

ism. It would be egregious folly to fear this'reactionism' ot to try to
eoade or to leap over it, for it woutrd mean fearing that function of
the proletarian vanguard which consists in training, educating, en-

lightening and drawing into the new life the most backward strata
and masses of the working class and the peasantry." (CollectedWoila,
VoL 81, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1966, p. 49. )

In our epoch the banner of Marxism-Leninism fies at the head

of all the itruggles in which peoples join for the advancement of
humanity toward the satisfaction of the material needs and spiritual
happiness, for a world of peace, brotherhood, freedom and abundance

-for Communisml

Our Party, the Party of Negro and white, endeavors to imbue
the working class with the understanding of the imperative neces-

sity for a slrong and ffrm alliance of labor and the_Negro people.
Wb stress that tlis alliance is mutually necessary and indispensable
in the struggle against the common 6nemy-Wall Street monopoly
capitalismllor t[e achievement of better living condi-tions today,
foi Negro liberation, and for the achievement of socialism.

PnrT rs Prnnx, The Party of Negro andWhite.

II. \i[I. HEBBERT

The Negro-Labor Alliance

in [hicago*

In his report to the National Conference on Negro Mairs, Comrade
Lightfoot says; "It has been historical, as well as crrrrent, experience
that a coalescence of struggle of black and white at the grass roots
level is the main prerequisite for social advance in our country. Yet,
at a time when the nation faces unprecedented problems such as war
and peace, the growth of a fascist danger and new economic difi-
culties, to many people black and white unity has become a dirty
word."+* Understanding this statement is the key to building and
extending the NegroJabor alliance. If there is no blask and white
unity the Negro-labor alliance will perish.

The Negro-labor alliance, which flourished in the '30s in the buildr
ing of the great industrial unions, was greatly weakened by the ruling
class with connivance of some top labor leaders in the '40s. They
recognized its great potential and saw it as a threat to the capitalist
system.

The racist rulers of our country and their faithful retainers in the
ranks of the labor leadership have used every deceptive trick to pre-
vent the redevelopment of the Negro-labor alliance. A chief method
is the containment policy which Comrade Gus Hall analyzed in his
report to the National Committee last June.**" The containment
conspiracy is aimed at weakening the working class as a whole by
cordoning off a substantial part of it-the Negro workers. It is prac-
ticed by government at the city, state and federal level, to contain
the Negroes in the ghetto in a permanent status of poverty, and by
the corporations to conffne Negroes to speciffc low-paying jobs and
departrnents.

Some labor unions also practice containment by preventing Negroes
from advancing to leadership at all levels, by failure vigorously to
pursue a policy of upgrading Negro workers to skilled positions. The

*This article is based on a report to a panel at an Illinois Conference
on Negro Afairs held recently.'

** Black Power anil Liberation, A Cotnmunist Viero, New Outlook pub-
lishers, p. 3.

***trtor A Meaningful Alternntit:e, New Outlook Publishers, pp. BE-Bg.
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building trades are a most glaring example of this practice_. These

unions 
-have resisted the admission of Negroes to membership and

have discriminated against Negro youth in their apprenticeship pro-

grams where, at best, only token breakthroughs have been made here

and there.

The Struggle Against Disuimination

Discrimination in these unions is related to the craft ideology which
permeates them-the ideology of supremacy. This i1 no1 the same as
-pride in skill, which all skilled workers, Negro and whitg sh-are. It
is the chauvinist concept that a craft skill is a superior skill, which is

the special attribute of white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestants, an'd cannot

be attained by Negro workers.
At one time this chauvinist attitude was directed against the Irish,

Italians, slavs and Hungarians, who were restricted to unskilled

and semi-skilled work. Today it is directed at Negroes ffrst of all, but
also to Spanish-speaking minorities. This craft-racist ideology per-

sists in the building trades as well as in some areas of the metal trades,

particularly in the machinists and the tool and dye trades.- 
Today, even as unemployment is growing especially amorrg {"gt9

youth, ihe number of unfilled job openings in Chica-go-in skilled and

semiskilled work-stands second only to New York City, and on a

proportional basis is probably the highest in the country. For example:

6f lt " 
nearly 19,000 job openings in Chicago on June L, 1967, almost

12,000 had been open for more than 30 days. Signiffcantly, more than

2,000 of these openings were in the metal trades, more than 2,000

were for bench work, nearly 3,000 were for professional and technical

work and over 5,000 were for clerical and sales positions. Yet, prac-

tically nothing was done to ffll these iobs with Negro workers and

technicians.
This wide gap between iob openings that are lorown to exist and

the persistentlailure to ffll them with Negroes can only be attributed
to the discriminatory policies which continue to operate. Those who

maintain that "no qualiffed Negroes" can be found for these jobs,

cannot have it both ways. For their cohorts in the establishment

stoutly maintain that the Chicago vocational schools have been train-

ing Negro youths for skilled work.
th" p"rii"rlar points of discrimination in this instant go directlv

to the discriminatory placement policies of both the companies and

the Board of Education, and to the failure of the trade unions to
intervene to see that vocational school graduates get iobs and are
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admitted to union membership. For example, at Jones Commercial
High School, where key punch and machine transcription are taught,
only 6.3 per cent of the student body is Negro and the record shows
that no Negroes have been placed in jobs.

The state of afiairs at other vocational schools dramatizes this prob-
lem even more sharply. At Chicago Vocational, which teaches 14

trades including cabinet-making, sheet-metal and welding, 40 per
cent (1,608) of the students are Negro. But no one in the Board of
Education, or the labor movement, has bothered to follow through
on the job placement of these youths, or those who came before them,
to ffll some of the 19,000 job openings. Dunbar teaches the various
building trades crafts, sheet-metal and welding. There, 99.8 per cent
of the student body is Negro-a level that has existed for a number of
years. Obviously, lack of training is not the cause for the situation.

Needless to say, all is not well in the Chicago vocational schools.
Much discrimination is prevalent here. Take Prosser where electronics,
machines, tool and die trades are taught. Of 1,143 students, only one
is a Negro. Little wonder that a Negro tool and die maker is such a
rarity; that Negro machinists are so few. To get tool and die or ma-
chinist training at Prosser, a youth must have a job. This goes directly
to the hiring policies of the employers, banded together in the Tool
and Die Institute. That outfft must become the target of a mass-move-
ment demand for the immediate employment of hundreds of Negro
and Spanish-speaking youth-a movement of such power that it will
enlist the support of the machinists' union and the school board.

The situation at the Flower and Richards schools merits special
attention. At the Flower school, which teaches child care and home
management to young women, 94.5 per cent of the students are young
Negro women. At the Richards School, teaching home management
and cosmetology (beauticians), 19.5 per cent are young Negro women.
These ftgures expose the flagrant racist attitude towards Negro women
who are primarily trained for kitchen work and child raising, as

domestics to be exploited in the suburban homes of the wealthy. The
exception is the training of beauticians-and this, only for a small
number. The freedom movement and the trade unions need to under-
take the task of reversing this state of afiairs and help to assure that
training for skilled production and office work is opened up to young
Negro women.

While advancing the ffght to end all discriminatory practices in the
training of Negro youth, the fact remains that there are skilled and
semi-skilled Negro building trades workers who are being kept out
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of work and out of the unions. The recent Building Trades Conference
in Bal Harber, Florida, acknowledged as much. But despite the fan-
fare that a big change was in the ofing, nothing of any real meaning
has come out of this gathering. All the ffne promises will be realized
in life only by tlie unfolding of a persistent mass struggle.

The new federal office building which is scheduled to be erected iu
the downtown area should be singled out as a target for a massive
campaign to bring about the hiring, in quantity, of Negro workers in
the building trades. This needs to become the central focal point
of the freedom struggle in Chicago for the immediate period ahead,
A major breakthrough can be made. But it will take the combined
efiorts of the freedom movement, progressive labor forces and their
democratic allies.

Or ganizing the U nor ganae d

The Chicago chapter of the Negro American Labor Council's white
paper showed that there are some 400,000 employed poor in Chicago.
Organized, workers have a vital self-interest in getting these unor-
ganized workers into trade unions. Commerce, the organ of the Chi-
cago Association of Commerce and Industry, stated in its November
1967 issue:

If, in 1960, Negro expenditures for current consumption had been
equal to those in the white population, the added direct purchases
by Negroes would have been nearly $7.5 billion. Because of mul-
tiplier efiects, of course, the total impact on the economy would
have been much greater than that. And because of population
growth, the ffgure would have been much larger today.

In other words, the direct purchases today would be closer to $10-12
billion dollars. Imagine the work and iobs for whites as well as Ne-
groesl

Thus, the struggle to raise the income of the Negro community,
to overcome the shameful condition of employed poverty in the ghetto
and slums of our city would be of direct benefft to white workers as

well. A drive to organize these hundreds of thousands of workers and
bring about an increase in their earning power would be the most
effective way to conduct the war on poverty.

It is gratifying to learn that, at long last, the International Typo-
graphical Union has decided to go all out in the organization of
Donnelly's, one of the biggest printing plants in the world, where
many Negroes are employed. The Teamsters and Local 73 of the
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Building Service Union have made an important breakthrougl_r in
winning bargaining rights at the largest hospital in the city-St. Luke's'
Presbyterian-resulting in substantial wage increases and improved

conditions for the workers. This is a good beginning toward organizing
all the 40,000 hospital and health-care workers, among the lowest paid

and hardest working people of all in this area.

But these examples are only beginnings toward the real organizing

drive that is needed in this city. Tens of thousands of workers remain

unorganized in the candy, confectionary, sales, services and other in'
dustries. What is needed is a concerted drive of the entire labor move-

ment-both the Industrial Union Department and the Chicago AFL-
CIO Council-with the active support and backing of the community.

It is vitally important to initiate a broad discussion in all local unions

on the urgent need to organize the unorganized, and to explain why
it is in thJ seff-interest of white workers to help organize the low-paid

Negro, Puerto Rican and Southern white immigrants in the city.

Thiough rank-and-ffle pressure conditions can be created to compel

the leadership of labor in Chicago to move.

The Negro American Labor Council

The NALC is one of the most important organizations in the coun-

try because of its unique position of being, at one and the same time,

a bona ffde labor body and a movement for Negro freedom. It has

the potential of acting as a bridge between labor and. the freedom

moviment and of becoming a unifying force which provides working-

class leadership to the struggles for full equality on the job, in the

unions and in the communities.
The Chicago chapter of the NALC has great potential in playing

this key role in the city. It was instrumental in establishing 1 chapter

in Gary, Indiana which played a prominent role in the Hatcher elec-

tion campaign. Its white paper helped to alert the labor movement

to the rr""a of organizing the employed poor. It has fought 
-and 

won

dozens of cases against discrimination and has secured jobs for scores

of Negroes.
On;f the most effective means of building the NALC is the estab'

lishment of Negro caucuses in all plants and local unions which will
affiliate. Such caucuses are springing up everywhere. Recently one

was formed in the Chicago Teachers Union. These b,lack caucuses

should be convinced to coordinate their separate efforts on a city-wide

basis. The NALC provides the medium for doing this. In this way a
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great force for equality and progress can be created which can wield
powerful influence in both the labor and freedom movements,

Combatting Racism in the Udons

The election results in Gary, cleveland and Bostoir prove that trade
unionists are not one reactionary mass. To the contrary. In Gary, it
was the steel union ,r,hrch provided the main base of votes-Nlgro
and white-as well T +" major portion of the margin of victory.
The endorsement of stokes by the polish National Alliance and the
leading daily Hungarian paper also shows that nationarity group
workers are not one reactionary mass.i

In waging the struggle against racist ideology in the labor move-
ment, it is necessary to take into account the strengths that do exist.If these strength are overlooked, the fight againit racism will be
doomed to failure, and the existing *"akrress"Jwil remain.

of course, there is no union which has won the battle against racism.
But there are some unions, like the industrial unions, *t i"t have a
better position on this question than the craft unions. For example,
i" ,h-: Packinghouse Workers Union, Negroes havc been integraied
on all levels of leadership, including the top offices. Negroes" hold
leading posts in the United Electrical, Steel Work"rr, "id United
Automobile workers, although even here there are no Negroes in top
international union positions.

The r.vorst situation continues to exist in the Building and N{etal
Trade unions, where no Negroes can be found in top union positions
and practically none at intermediary levels. et the rocal l6vel, the
most shameful situation exists in the Hod carriers and Building
I-aborers union, which is 80 per cent Negro in meinbership, with no-t
a single Negro in leadership. we understand that this iituation is
typical in this union across the country.

In a number of locals of the Packinghouse workers Union, where
Negroes are a minority, Negroes have been elected to top positions,
including Iocal union presidents. This is beginning to taice place in
steel as rvell. The locals in Hammond and Muncie, Indiana] and in
Morganto'uvn, west virginia, have elected Negroes as presidents, even
th11qh they_comprise a minority of the membership.

This equality attained in union leadership is spiiling over into the
political arena. In Muncie, Indiana, for example, th" N"gro president
of Local 1314 of the steel union, was elected a city couicihian on a
Negro-white slate of trade unionists running on the Democratic party
ticket. Incidentally, the new mayor is a meriber of uAW and tre-slat-e
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included two additional auto workers and two steel workers, most

of whom were elected.
In the chicago Teachers Union, the black caucus got together with

two other carcrres of Negro teachers and projected the candidacy of

a Negro as functional vice-president for the high schools. This quickly
led t6 a joint meeting of the leadership of the Negro caucuses with
the leadership of the democratic caucus-the Teachers Action com-
mittee-composed mainly of white teachers, where it was agreed to

withdraw a white candidate and give united support to the Negro.

In turn, this led to the withdrawal of another white candidate. As

a result the Negro was elected to this position with the support of all
the progressive forces in the union.

This common efiort has brought other results. The white teachers

have now proposed that unity be developed behind a Negro candidate

for the post of full-time vice president in next year's election. It was

also agreed that a unified campaign be initiated to rvin the union be-

hind the fight for certification and wage equity for the full-time sub-

stitute teachers, most of whom are Negroes and are employed in the

inner-city schools.

This experience is rich in lessons. It shows that various trends among

Negroes can unite; that whites will respond and rise to the demands

of [he times and, once having grasped the signiffcance of the freedom

struggle, can and will take initiative to carry it further; that rank-and-

ffle and Left initiatives are meaningful and essential. What can be

done in the teachers union can be achieved in other unions as well,

provided there is understanding, initiative and drive. Above all,

it is ne"errury to establish rank-and-ffle formations to initiate and im-
plement such programs.

The last state convention of the AFL-CIO took a forward step when
it voted to set aside the better part of a day at each state convention

to discuss ways and means of advancing civil rights and building
Negro-white unity. This decision came as a direct result of Pressure
from below, especially from the packing, steel and shoe unions, as

well as from the Airline Stewardess lJnion, where the opposition of
the leadership was defeated. Women trade unionists, Negro and

white, played" a big role in reversing the stand of the leaders and a
white, Polish-American steel worker made the decisive speech in com-

mittee which decided this outcome.
UE has published a brochure entitled Organized Labor and the

BlackWorker, which merits a wide distribution throughout the ranks
(Continued on page 7g)



BETTY GAIINETT

Wipe [ut the Stench uf Hacism

No other people, with the possible excepion of the native popula-
tion of South Africt, has been subjected to such persecution, indig-
nity and super-exploitation as have the Negro people in our country.
Nothing so exposes the sham and hypocrisy of the U.S. pose as chief
guardian of freedom and democracy than the subjugation of the
22,000,000 Negro people and their subjection to the virulent racism
and chauvinism which pewades every aspect of American life.

Yet many white Americans-even some who indignantly disclaim
anti-Negro bias-have been ready to place the onus for the recent
rise in racism on the Negro people themselves. This has become all
too obvious in the reactions within the white communities-as well as

in Congress and the White House-to the rebellions rvhich have swept
the Negro ghettos in many of the largest urban centers of the North.

To anyone with even slight political awareness of what things are
like in these United States for the masses of Negroes, it should be
clear that these rebellions were bitter, angry explosions against the
frustrations and hopeless deprivation of the blacks huddled in the
ghettos, a notice to white America that token freedom on the instal-
ment plan can no longer sufice.

But the cry of anguish has not been understood. Instead, from many
whites have come denunciations: the Negro uprisings have hurt the
cause of civil rights; "Negro extremists" are responsible for "stirring
up racial hatred"; they have alienated white support and given rise
to unchecked white extremism. An example of this reaction is that
of Dore Schary, national chairman of the Anti-Defamation League,
who is reported to have stated that the Negro 'tacist revolutionaries"
bear a major responsibility for the acceleration of *.he "white back-
lash," that the "ghetto viole'nce" has strengthened attitudes favoring
segregation in the white communities and made Congress "notoriously
reluctant to face head-on the basic facts of Negro inequity." (Irving
Spiegel, N ero York Times, November 22, 1967.)

Thus, the victim of oppression is accused of instigating race antagon-
isrns, while the racist oppressor, responsible for the conditions that
led to violence, and who persistently inflames anti-Negro hostilities,
is taken off the hook.

N ot A Backlnsh-But A F rontl.ash

Playing upon existing prejudices, the racists have deliberately cul-

a8
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tivated what is euphemistically called the "white backlash.,' As Dr.
Thgmas F. Pettigrew, a social psychologist at Haward, stated, the
backlash is an "out from under the rocks phenomenon," a ..real mobili-
zation of the hate that was always there." (Neu york Times, Septem-
ber 19, 1966.)

Is not racism endemic to American life? Has it not polluted the very
air Americans breathe? Who among us can stand up and say they are
immune to its deadln poisonous infection?

How else can one explain the absence of a crusade by organized
labor and other democ_ratic forces to help end the rising unJmploy-
ment in the ghetto_ and to compel the enactment of meaningfuiiot-
training programs for the hundreds of thousands of Negro youth who
now roam the streets without hope of ever getting workp

How else explain the silence of organized labor and other progres-
sives to the callous actions of the man in the White House, *Iror"
answer to the anguish in the ghetto has been a call for a national
day of prayer, improved "riot" training of the National Guard, and
the setting up of a commission to "study" the causes of the crisis?

-How 
else explain the absence of viable opposition to a Congress

which, in the face of these explosions, concerns itself with anti-riot
bills and other repressive measures but refused to pass a bin for a
paltry $40,000,000 to fight the rats that infest the city slums while
appropriating, without so much as the blink of a\ eye, billions for the
genocidal war in Vietnam?

Where is the reaction to the rise in KKK violence, to bombings and
murders in the South, to arrogant police occupation of the ghettos
and to police brutality which has become an everyday occurence in
the Negro community?

Where is the recognition that under the guise of "safety in the
s-treets' and "ffghting crime," new repressions are in the offing against
the N-egro 

-people 
while organized crime, corruption and graft rimain

unmolestedP
For years the Goldwaterites, Birchites and others of their ilk have

been calculatedly selling the public the idea that the Negro is the real
peril to "safety in the streets." A crass example is the following by
David Lawrence ( U.S. Natos & Woild Report, November 20, 1967)
reeking with strong racial overtones:

Millions of people are afraid to go out on the streets at night.
Many families don't even feel safe inside their own homes. Scardely
a day_goes by that newspapers aren't reporting robberies, criminal
assaults or murders in ordinary peaceful neighborhoods.
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Can this be treated as the product metelq of a long neglect of
sociological improoement and'as something-that aoill be cured by
pourin! biltio;s of dollars into so-called pooerty areas? (My em-

phasis-B.G.)
This is not a backlash-it is a frontlash instigated by racists, exploit-

ing the latent, and not so latent, racial prejudices in an 
-ofiensive 

to

halt the freedom struggle and "keep the Negro in his place." Reve-

rend Martin Luther King, in a Meet the Press broadcast (August 21,

1966) makes the same point as Dr. Pettigrew:

Our civil r{ghts efiorts have not aroused hatred, they have re-

vealed a hatret that already existed. There is no doubt about the
fact that tfrere are many litent hostilities existing within certain

white qroups in the Noith, and what has happened now is that
these lItent hostilities have come out in the open . . . the hate is

here. We didn't create it, we merely exposed it and brought it to
the surface.

Admonitions of so-called friends of the Negro freedom movement

urging the Negro PeoPIe "not to push so hard," to "cool it," are hardly

fftting when ii is evident that civil-rights legislation-impglant as it
is-his brought no relief in the conditions of ghetto life. The Nego
people refusl to stay put until sometime in the distant future when the

whiie Messiah will come to deliver them.

The determination of Negro Americans to win their freedom now

springs from the same longing for human dignity and full. political

"ird 
f"orro*ic equality that motivates the worldwide revolt of the

colonial peoples f-or independence, for the right to determine their own

destiny. 
'Naiional indefendence was never "granted" 

- 
on 

- 
a silver

platter, and it is beconiing clear that freedom -and 
equality here will

irot be won without the lomponent of the determined and united

struggle of the Negro masses.

Tf,is is the challenge that confronts enlightened rnen and -women

in our land. Will they support, without equivocation, the Negro's

right to freedom, denying once and for _all 
that the black man is an

alien in his own land; oiwill they stand by and permit the freedom

movement to be crushed and dissipated? For the real problem at

home is not the Negro-it is white America that has been remiss in

meeting the challenge'

A DemocracY for Whites OnlY

since the beginning, democracy in these united states has been

democracy for lhe *iit" *"o only, while the black man was denied

tho most elementarY human rights'
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It is a historic fact that the ffrst draft of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence arraigned King George III for waging a "cruel war against
human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty
in the persons of a distant people who never ofiended him, captivat-
ing and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere in the
transportation here." But this statement is not to be found in the ffnal
text. It was deleted at the insistence of a number of Southern dele-
gates to the Continental Congress. The ftnal draft had nothing to say
on slavery. Thus the founders of our nation saw no contradittion in
proclaiming that "all men are created equal" while the Negroes were
kept in bondage.

Nor is it by accident that for more than a century after the Revolu-
tion, the highest court in our land could insist that the Constitution
did not recognize the rights of the Negro people. The fact remans
that the basic law of our land did not include the Negroes among its
citizens. The Constitution dealt with the Negro in three ways: a) it
stipulated that Congress could end the slave trade, but not before
1B0B; b ) it authorized the Federal Government to return runaway
slaves to their owners; c) it provided that a slave would be counted as
three-fffths of a man in determining the basis of representation to the
House of Representatives.

No wonder that, in the infamous Dred Scott decision of 1857,
Supreme Court ]ustice Taney could declare:

We think that they are not included and were never intended to
be included, under the word "citizen'in the Constitution, and can
therefore claim none of the rights and privileges which that
instrument provides for and secures to citizens of the United States.

As late as 1896, in the Plessy vs. Ferguson case, the Supreme
Court, in placing its stamp of approval on segregation, said: "If one
race is inferior to the other socially, the Constitution of the United
States cannot put them on the same plane."

Thus our highly acclaimed democracy, born in the throes of revo-
lution, never meant to include the black man. "And it is signiff-
cant of the speciffcally bourgeois character of these human rights,"
Frederick Engels takes note (Anti-Duhri,ng, International Publishers,
p. 117), "that the American Constitution, the ffrst to recognize the
rights of man, in the same breath conffrmed the slavery of the colored
race."

By the time of the enactment of the Constitution the infection of
racism had already taken hold. In the nearly two hundred years that



52 POLrTICAL f,TTTInS

have elapsed, the Negro has yet to achieve the right to be a Negro and

an American,

Racism Takes Root to lrtstify Slanery

Discrimination in one form or another has plagued our country

ever since the ffrst 20 Negoes were landed in Jamestown, virginia in
1619. It was not until the beginning of the 19th century, however,

that the doctrine of racism, pronuncing the innate inequality of the

Negro as the justiffcation for chattel slavery, took ffrm root in the

land.
Ashley Montagu, in his well-known book, Manis Most Dangerous

Mythz'ilre f ottiy of Race (World Publishing Company, Cleveland),

shows that racism is a product of capitalism and colonialism. Social

inequality, emboldened by theories of biological inequality, paved

the way for the oppression of colored peoples in Africa and Asia. It
was the "white man's burden" to bring civilization and salvation to

the inferior peoples of the world, and "save them" from savagery and

barbarism. it a too" of irony, C. L. Sulzberger (Neus Yotk Times,

April 18, 1964) says in this connection:

Generally speaking, there w_as no known racial prejudice.before
the fffteenlh ienturi, when Iberian explorers skirted the AJrican
coast. Until then Europe viewed mankind as divided only between
Christians and inffdeli. Religion's false prophets, unhappily, for-
malized the bigotry of race. when the white mlrn came to Africa
with the Bible,"the Negro had land; after some decades the Negro
had the Bible and the"white man had the land'

Prejudices against other peoples did exist earlier, but these were

directld primiily against the- exploited classes of both slave and

feudal roii"ty who were declared to have been born to toil for the

slaveowners and the nobility. Aristotle, in ancient Greece, defended

slavery: "By nature, too, some beings command and others obey, for

the saie of mutual safety; for a being endowed with discernment and

forethought is by nature the superior and governor; whereas- he who

is merel! able to execute by bodily labor is the inferior and natural

slave." No doubt, the term'"lower classes," with its chauvinist impli-
cations-but used with impunity up to the plesent day-can be traced

to the justiffcation of the inferior status of the slave'

\4oniagu shows that as the slave trade faced opp_osition within the

country,lhe myth of white superiority was used to intrench tlie
institution of slavery. He writes:

A study of the documents of the English and American slave

,,'l
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traders down to the eighteenth century also serves to show that
these men held no other conception of their victims than that, by
virtue of their position as slaves, they were socially their _captgrs'
caste inferior. But that was not all, for many of th,ese ha.rdheaded,
hardbitten men recordeil tl'reir belief th,at their aictims uere often
quite clearly their mental eguals and, superior to nwn7 at home
(ibid., p. 38). (NIy emphasis-B. G.)

It wds only when voices began to_make themselves heard-against
the inhuman traffic in slaves . . . that, on the defensive, the sup'
oorters of slaverv were forced to look about them for reasons of a
iew kind to coirtrovert the dangerous arguments of their oppo'
nents . . . the champions of slavery could only attempt to show that
the slaves were m6st certainly not as good as their masters' And
in this highly charged emotional atmosihere there began 

-the 
dole-

ful recitaiion of the catalog of difierences which were alleged to
prove the inferiority of the-slave to his master (p. 39).

The right of the slaveholder brutally to oPpress the Negro was

given sarrction in numerous "scholarly studies" which, with pseudo-

icientiffc pretensions, set out to "prove" the congenital and inherited
inferiority of the black people. slavery was presented as not only just,

but of special benefft to the Negro who, "saved from savagery," was

rro* g"ooously cared for by his "benefactor and, protector." The

barbaiity of slavery was transformed into a benevolent fraternity of
the paternalistic Southem gentlemen and their contented wards-a
*o"llury of scientiffc truth that all to many historians and present-day

school textbooks have perpetuated.
Physically difierentiited in outward appearance, from the_ rest of

the population, the Negro people were isolated and subiected to spe-

cial 
-oppression. Racial distinctions were used by the_ slave masters,

and their sycophants in South and North alike, to devise a whole

gamut of slanderous, degrading myths and stereotypes.

Racism Used to lmpose Neut Chains

The racism born with slavery did not die with the civil war that

culminated in the abolition of slavery. It was revitalized by the r,rlit g
bourgeoisie to impose new chains of super-exploitation, to enforce

a vicious pattern of discrimination and segregation that continues to

blight the nation until this day.
io the racist, the Negro is a lower form of being, mentally primitive,

emotionally underdeveloped, lacking the intellectual capacity to assi-

milate the knowledge and culture the white man developed. With a

larger brain, God gave the white man qualities denied the Negro
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whom He also made subordinate to the white, Anglo-Saxon Protestant.
"Keeping the Negro in his place," is thus prescribed by nature and is
the "will of the Lord." Therefore, to protect the 'purity" of the white
race, it is incumbent to segregate the Negro, to prevent social contact,
for fear that this will lead to intermarriage and the "rnongrelization"
of the white race.

Typical of the racist slanders with which the records of Congress
are replete is the following excelpt from former U.S. Senator Bilbo
of Mississippi in a debate on the Fair Employment Practices Bill in
January 1946:

I said segregation was a law of nature. Segregation is perfectly
natural in nature. It is natural in the animal world. We do not see
horses out in the meadow land lining up with cows. No; the cows
go by themselves the other way. Hogs and sheep keep apart. Hogs
go by themselves and sheep by themselves. That general law also
applies to the human race. People of the Mongolian race associate
together. They intermarry and want to live together. The same is
true of the Indians. The Negro race is the only one I know which
is ashamed of its race and which tries to obtain for itself social
equality with the white race. Most of its leaders preach that dese-
gregation and mongrelization and intermarriage is the only solution
fbr ihe race question in this country. ( Cited by Barrows Dunham,
Man Agai,nst-Myth, Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1947, pp. 101-02,)

The Races of Mankind

It is because such odious connotations have been connected with
the term "race" that many scientists, progressives, including some
Marxists, have urged the discontinuance of its use, recommending
that it be replaced by "ethnic group." However, racist myths and
slanders are not destroyed by manipulating the vocabulary.

The concept 'pure race" is the invention of the racists. Science-
biology, anthropology and sociology-have long ago established that
the overwhelming majority of mankind is a mixture of many races,
resulting from the mobility of formerly isolated groups in primordial
times, their mingling and intermarriage over thousands of years.

Ihe intermingling of races has been going on almost from the begin-
ning of human life on earth, and the process has been accelerated
in recent centuries as new modes of transportation developed. Talk of
a "pure race" is sheer nonsense.

Science, however, does not deny that mankind is divided into racial,
or ethnic groups, difiering in certain external physical traits such as

body structure, texture of hair, color of skin-which are heredity and
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transmitted from generation to generation. These physical features
developed during the early stages of man, when small groups settled
in regions with different climatic conditions, and over thousands of
years of isolated existence. Thus a black skin provided protection
from excessive exposure to the ultra-violet rays of the sun in tropical
climes; the fold of the upper lid protected the eye from dust in semi-
desert areas; and the lighter skin is typical of the moderate climes
where solar radiation is weaker. Today, of course, people of various
races live in all parts of the lvorld.

Anthropologists may still differ as to the number of races compris-
ing mankind. But, the most generally accepted classiffcation is that
of three basic racial groupings: Caucasoid (white) centering in Eu-
rope; Mongoloid (yellow) centering in Asia, including also the Amer-
ican Indian; Negroid (black) centering primarily in A-frica.

The Esserrtial Oneness of Mankind.

While generally agreeing on this broad classification, scientists also
make two vitally important qualifications:

First, that the differing external physical features are relatively
superffcial, that all men are alike in their fundamental characteristics.
L. C. Dunn im Rq.ce and Biology (a UNESCO publication) states
categorically:

The judgment of biology is clear and unequivocal. The
modern view of race, founded upon the known facts and theories
of heredity, leaves the old views of ffxed and absolute biological
differences among the races of man, the hierarchy of superior and
inferior races founded upon this old view, without scientiftc justi-
ffcation. Biologists now agree that all men everyiffhere belong to a
single species, Homo sapiens . . . all men share their essential char-
characters in common, having received them from common an-
cestors...(p.Z)
The Soviet scientist, Mikhail Nesturk n The Origin of Man (Fot

eign Languages Publishing House, Moscow) makes another important
observation. He says:

Darwin drew the conclusions that the Indians, Negroes and
representatives of other races had a fundamental similarity with
the Europeans in the basic features of their psyche, their inclina-
tions and habits. He based his conclusions on the fact that, judging
by the shape of stone arrow-heads gathered from various countries
and belonging to various epochs of human prehistory, methods of
fabricating them were amazingly similar (p 326).
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Men everywhere showed the same inventiveness in developing tools
to increase the sources of food supply, to house and clothe themselves.

A second qualiffcation is that as a result of the commingling of dif-
ferent races over thousands of years there are today no sharp boun-
daries marking ofi one race from another. Thus the differences between
the races are relaUve, not absolute. All races blend inextricably into
each other, with great numbers of humans so-called in-betweens.
Where one race ends and another begins is impossible to determine
except by arbitrary judgment.

The fact that racial characteristics intertwine is another proof that
the races of man have a common origin and are related to each other
by blood. The essential oneness of mankind is fundamental. The
supperiority of the white race over darker-skinned peoples is an
invention which has no basis in nature.

A conference of anthropologists and geneticists called by UNESCO
in 1952, composed of leading scientists from all over the world, un-
animously concluded:

1. There is no scientiffc knowledge that provides any basis for
the assumption that the races of mankind difier in their innate cap-
acity, their intellectual and emotional development.

2. Some biological differences between human beings within a
single race may be as great or greater than biological difierences
between races.

3. Vast social changes have taken place which have no connection
with changes in racial type, for genetic difierences have little sig-
riffcance in explaining the social and cultural difierences between
different groups of mankind.

4. There is no evidence that mixing races prod.uces disadvantageous
results.

Clearly, the racist contention of superior and inferior races is a
fraud, propagated to legitimatize the oppression of the African and
Asian peoples and, in the case of our eountry, to wring billions of
super-proffts from the super-exploitation of the Negro people. This
racist fraud is nurtured to create Negro-white divisions, especially
within the ranks of the working class, where unity of black and white
is indispensable for the emancipation of all from capitalist enslave-
ment.

S om,e Lib erals U nderwrite S epa.ratisn

As already mentioned, the problem in the United States is not the
Negro-it is racism. While the Negro people from the very start
vigorously resisted the spread of racism (see Herbert Aptheker's
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Documentary History of the Negro People), this is primarily a task
that should belong to the whites-to white Communists, to the white
radical Left, to white workers, progressives and democracy-loving in-
dividuals. Regrettably, the fight against racism is sorely lagging in
our country. In recent years a number of developments have taken
place which indicate a withdrawal from the battle and capihrlation
to white chauvinism on the part of a considerable number of white
liberals, students and even working-class organizations. In some in-
stances, positions taken by liberals, whether wittingly or not feed
and do not undermine existing racist prejudices.

While remonstrating against the Negro "extremists" and decrying
"black power" as 'inverse racism," many white liberals have suddenly
become supporters of separatism and feel that the goal of integration
must be postponed. "A growing number of white liberals are saying,"
Gene Roberts reports (Nera York Times, November 17, 1967), "that
integration is impossible for the foreseable future, that the nation
should concentrate intead on building up Negro institutions, and that
only then*perhaps in a generation or two-can it talk about integra-
tion."

Richard A. Cloward, a white sociologist at the Columbia School of
Social Work, now a leading advocate of separatism, proposes 'that
the black movement forget about physical integration and worry about
power integration-building up power in the cities." W. H. Ferry,
from the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions, bluntly
maintains that 'iacial integration in the United States is impossible."
What then is the perspective? The goal should be, he says, "peaceful
coexistence between blacktown and whitetown."

Shades of apartheid! What is the roadblock to equality and freedom
for the Negro people? Surely it is not Negro intransigence.

In the past decade, the civil rights movement has placed priority
on school and housing desegregation, on the elimination of iob
inequities and on apprenticeship programs. Despite fie intensity of
the struggle, there has been little progress in all these ffelds. Resist-
ance to open housing legislation has stifiened, with the white exodus
to the lily-white suburbs proceeding at a rapid rate. De facto school
segregation has increased; unemployment continues to climb; and
jobs are still an unfulfilled promise. Life in the ghetto has substan-
tively deteriorated as a result.

The civil rights movement has therefore concluded that it must
give emphasis to resolving the grave problems of the ghetto, such as

raising the quality of education, easing slum conditions, ffnding jobs
for the Negro youth. This has been widely interpreted as a retreat to
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separatism, whereas in actuality it signifies a determination to improve
'.he lot of people in the ghetto while not letting up in the ffght for de-
segregation, open occupancy and job equality. Similarly, black power
is in essence a demand for equal sharing in political power, using such
new political strength to give fesh and blood to the fight for freedom
and equality.

But the white liberals now say, "Good, build up yozr institutions,
elect your representatives, and when the time comes we will be with
you in the ffght for integration." But when will the time be pro-
pitiousP

Is this an admission that the racist roadblocks are impenetrable
and that white Americans do not have the will to destroy them? Or
is it an acceptance of the "modest proposal" made by W. H. Ferry in
The Center Magazine (January 1968) to establish "black colonies"
in "any atea a mile square or more in size, having a population of
more than 25,000 containing 75 per cent or more black inhabitants,"
to be directed by a Department of Colonial Affairs in Washington,
with "a Secretary of Cabinet rank." Of course, these r,r,ould not be old-
type colonies, but "self-ruling units of government fftted into the
American system."

It is hard to know whether Mr. Ferry is serious in his proposal
or frustrated by the anti-Negro bias which continues to pervade the
white community. For he does say with bitterness, "Black colonies
will at least have the virtue of displaying concretely how the majority
of our citizens feel about twenty million black Americans as evidenced
by vote after vote, poll after poll, by one school board squabble after
another, one indignity after another, by every open and covert device
of white America."

Serious or not, the advocates of separatism and/or "black colonies"
are defaulting in the battle against racism and the white supremacist
prejudices that permeate the ranks of ordinary white Americans. Their
lack of action is thus a capitulation to racist resistance to integration,
to freedom and equality for the Negro. What makes Mr. Ferry believe
that the American Negro will accept a segregated black colony status,
any more than do the Africans in racist South Africa? One can call
this attitude nothing else but cowardice; a retreat before the onslaught
of the racists.

Others Clai.m Negro Like lmmigrant of Yesterday

In contrast to this stance, there are a number of white liberals who
see important Negro advancement and maintain that the Negro faces
today problems similar to those once faced by earlier immigrants.
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This is the tune sung by Irving Kristol in an excerpt from a forthcom-
ing book reprinted in U.S. &World Report (November 26, 1967), and
in an earlier article entitled "The Negro Today is Like the Immigrant
Yesterday" (Neu York Times, September 11, 1966).

Mr. Kristol maintains that tens of thousands of Negroes are moving
out of poverty "evety year"; that the "number of poor is decreasing";
that the "density of population in Negro slums" is declining, and in
fact 'is considerably less than it was for the Irish, Italian and Jewish
immigrants when they lived in slums." Admitting that "the Negro
migrants start under a more onerous handicap than their predeces-

sors," it is also true that "they are receiving much more assistance

than their predecessors." The 'teal tragedy" of the American Negro,
Mr. Kristol insists, is that "he is a late-comer."

The chauvinist implications in these specious arguments are self-
evident: Other immigrants fought their way out of the slums. If the
Negr.o will have patience, try harder, reduce the size of his family,
he will make it too. What's more, he has been offered a helping hand
which other immigrants were denied.

It is pure gall to speak of the Negro as a "late-comer." What other
ethnic group, with the exception of the American Indian, has as long a

history in this country? Does 350 years in America make him a "late-

comer?" To speak of the Negro as "another immigrant group" gives

credence to the racist myth that the Negro is, in fact, an alien, not
an American. Above all, it carries with it the racist connotation that
the status of the Negro is the fault of the Negro himself.

It is no wonder that so many Negro militants have lost conffdence
in the white liberals who, removed from Negro life, complacent in
their white suburban sanctuaries, condescendingly tell the Negro to
work harder in order to "make it."

Even the latest report of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights A
Time to Listen . . . A Time to Act (November 1967) which rePro-
duces the heartrendering testimony given at various hearings and open

meetings on conditions in the ghetto, specifically rejects this spurious

contention. In the introduction we readl

. . . Emerging from the testimony is a picture of ghetto life which
afiords posJible answers to questions sometimes asked by white
people ibout minority groupsii.e., What-do they want? Why can't
they, tit<e early immigrant groups, simply bette-r their conditions
and move out of slum areas through personal efiort? . . .

The Commission then places the question forthrightly:

It would be reassuring to conclude that the situation of Negroes
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in the slums is not dissimilar to that of past generations of Amer-
ican immigrants who lived in ghettos but were able to leave. Many
white Americans have drawn the conclusion and have expressed
the belief that Negroes themselves are responsible for their condi-
tion and that all that is required to escape is personal efiort. But
the analogy is misleading and dangerous. Negroes are not recent
immigrants to our shore but Americans of long standing. They were
oppressed not by foreign governments but by a system of slavery
supported by this government and its people. The legacy of slavery
continues in the form of racial segregation (de facto if no longer
legal), discrimination and prejudice. . . .

These factors-the demands of a technological society, and dis-
criminaUon and prejudice, facilitated by the visibility of the Ne-
groes' skin color-have been translated into barriers far more for-
midable than those which were faced by the Irish, the Italians, the
Poles or the Jews in this country.

There is more sanity in these few paragraphs than in all the many
pages Mr. Kristol has written.

Neus .{ssault: Negro Family lnstabi,lity Cause of lnequality

An even more spurious assault on the dignity of the Negro people,
couched in "liberal" demagogy and empathy for the Negro's status in
American society, is the 1965 Government Report The Negro Familyt
The Case for National Action, written by Daniel Patrick Moprihan,
a true 'friend" of the Negro people.

Here the real cause for the plight of the black people is not the
special oppression, segregation, lack of political porver and alienation
from American society, but the instability of the Negro family. In
contrast to the white family which has achieved "a high degree of
stability," the family structure "of lower-class Negroes (sicl) is highly
unstable, and in many urban centers is approaching complete break-
down." The "fundamental source of the weakness of the Negro com-
munity'' is "the deterioration of the Negro family."

This thesis is argued and veriffed by innumerable charts to prove
the large number of households without a father; the increase in the
number of illegitimate children; the matriarchal structure of the Negro
family in an essentially patriarchal societl; the deleterious influence
on the young who grow up in a fatherless home. All of this has the
objective of stressing that no programs will change the situation until
the nation helps to stabilize the Negro family. While not stating as

much explicitly, the Moynihan thesis cannot but mean that the cause
of Negro inequality today is the crumbling structure of the Negro
family.
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Again the onus is placed on the Negro and not on t-he racist struc-

tu;f American ro"i"ty, feeding the already widespread racist myth_s

that the Negro is irresponsible, immoral, promiscuous and, above all,

is not conce--rned about keeping his family together as do other "de-

cent" Americans.
This thesis is not made more palatable by showing that the root of

the instability was the ruthless destruction of family life in the days

of slavery.
Here are just a few excelryts from testimony given at hearings con-

tained in the Report already referred to:
From a ministir in the Hough area of Cleveland:

I ffnd it very difficult when I talk to a man who is out of work
who has been'trying very hard to get -work and who says to me,

"I think f am goinf to feave my fimily so that they can get-g:
ADC.', I find iiveri difficult to idvise him not to because it is life
and death that we ire tdking about. . . .

From a mother in Cleveland:

This is how me and mv husband got separated when he got out
of his lob and he went to'relief to gelhe]p-and thgy_lefused to.help
. . . this is one reason we separate"d and-divorced. He couldn't see

his kids go hungry so he just left. . . .

From another mot-her in Cleveland:

. . . because a man doesn't want to feel that he is going to take

bread out of his child's mouth if he is really a man. This means that
he leaves. If he is not able to support his family adequately, he

usually leaves.

Contrary to the widespread opinion that all the Negro wants is a
handout, ihat he is indofent and refuses to work and that is why he

deserts his family, the commission holds that "welfare programs have

been devised and administered in a manner which tends to break

up families and perpetuate dependency."

In dealing with ttie prograrr to aid dependent children, the Report

states:

The AFDC program not only fails to "maintain and strengthen

familv life." b]ut "often its administrative rules and procedures

tt *rit efiorts by recipients to becom-e ffnancially independent'

Manv mothers seek to^supplement welfare payments by workin-g'

eedC--others in Clevelirid testiffed, howe-vei, that relief checks

lot efnC recipients who worked were stopped or reduced' Thus'
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many ll'omen were- prevented- from supplemenUng their AFDC
payments, even to the extent of earning entugh to deet the State,s
own minimum health and decency staniard. -
This eonclusion is drawn from talks with human beings and not by

compiling dry statistics which fail to show the daily struggle conducted
by every single family in the ghetto to keep life anC limb together.

Racism Must Be Fought in Struggla to Win Whi,te Support

The question does arise: Are racism and white chauvinist prejudices
so pervasive in our society that white Americans cannot be drawn
into the ffght to achieve Negro equality, if only in their own self-
interestP The Communist Party, from the day it was born in lglg,,has
maintained that this is not true. white chauvinism is the doctrine of
the ruling class and is essentially alien to the interests of the over-
whelming majority of our people. People are not born with racial
antagonism. They are-impregnated with them by the deliberate propa-
ganda of the ruling class, its lackeys among the people, and thJ com-
munication media. A relentless day-to-day struggle is needed to
combat chauvinist prejudices in the home, in the-neighborhood, in
the 

-unions 
and shops, in all organizations of the p"op-I". Once it is

made clear that racism is against the self-interest of the working peo-
ple, a blot on the very cause of democracy, it will be possible io 

"r-gage substantial sectors of the white working people-and others-to
do battle here.

one does not have to go back to the days of the abolitionists to
show that there have been dedicated white men and women who have
fought and died for the cause of Negro freedom.

Because the communist Party was intolerant to every expression
of chauvinism, it was able in the days of the depression in thJ thirties
to organize Negro and white-in the North and the south-to battle
togethe_r for relief, against evictions, for unemployment insurance. It
succced^ed in-rallying considerable white suppoit against the frameup
oi the.scottsboro- youth and Angelo Herndon and aganist rynchin!,
the poll tax, and for the right to vote. It was the comirunists that set
the _example in the organization of Negro and white in ,the mass
production industries into the CIO.

In the recent elections in Gary and cleveland it was possible to
win the necessary margins of votes in the white areas to-assure the
election of Negro mayors. There are other arenas in which similar
examples can be cited.

But it must be clearly understood that the major responsibirity
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in the ffght against racism and chauvinist ideas and practic_es rests

with white Americans-a skuggle which, above all, white Commu-

nists, white radicals and progressives-young and old-must wage

with relentless determination. It is not the iob of whites to prove

their commitment to the freedom fight by working in Negro commu-

nities, helping to organize black people, or giving advice to their

leaders. They must work where the problem is-among whites-in
the communiiies and organizations where whites live and gather. Here

the battle must be joined and become an everyday ffght to enlist

white support for the cause of Negro freedom.
Of primary importance is the need to carry the ffght for equality

into everv shop and local union, not only to overcome discriminatory
barriers io skiiled jobs and positions of leadership, but to arouse the

rank and ffle to press for the organization of the unorganized, for tho

initiation by labor of a day to day campaign to overcome the poverty
in the gheito. The organized labor movement-which consists of Ne-

gro ,rrd white workers-in its own self-interest, can no lorrger give

lip-sewice to the freedom struggle. words must be translated into

deeds.
It is incumbent upon the labor movement to get off the dime and

set the pace for all other progressive and democratic forces by giving
flesh and blood to the many programs it has adopted over the past

many years. Now is the time seriously to wage the struggle to abolish

the intome gap in the ghetto; to use the strength of labor to force

through a *asiive job-training program for black yorlth; to put pres-

,rrr" 6, corporations to hire Negroes; to organize the unorganized;

to support the ffght for increased Negro representation on all levels

of goirer.rment. Only such a concerted drive will give meaning to the

Ne[roJabor alliance-an alliance which is vital to preserve the labor

movement and the economic welfare of the workers against the on-

slaughts of big business.
Communists recognize that complete freedom and equality is attain-

able only under socialism. Yet we hold that important progress toward
equality can be attained even today. But this will not be realized un-

leis white Americans recognize that racism is the ruling class weapon

of "divide and rule." Since racism is man-imposed, man can also help

to destroy it. The ffght to wipe out the stench of racism must be

waged in every arena of struggle-in the ffght to end the war in Viet-
rram, in the ffght to protect the economic security of all workers_against

the encroachients of automation, in the ftght to win-once and for all

-the right of the Negro to human dignity, equality and freedom.
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The Status of Black Liheration

we must understand and deal with the Negro question in its
three.fold complexity-as a class question, a ricial luestion, and
overall, a national question. we cinnot discard ony'or" of these
three factors withoul falling into theoretical and practical confu-
sion.

-William Z. Foster, Political Affairs, May, tSE
To conclude that the Negro people in the united states are not

a nation is not to say that the Negro question in our country is not
a national question. The question is, however, a national question
o{ w.naj type, with what distinguishing characteristics, caliing for
what strategic concept for its solution?

-Resolution on the Negro Question, l7th National Convention

It has been scarcely eight years since the question of what ,.typ",,

of national question characterized black puoitu was put before ihe
Party. The reposing and reexamination of lhe question tiday arises for
a number of reasons.

The National Aspect of the Struggle

The most important reason for the reexamination is the appearanoo
on the scene, in the context of the national black communi-ty, of a
stong, determined and growing trend that has been characteiized as
'hationalist." However, the question should arise for other reasons,
equal to, if not more important than, the confrontation with an ill-
deffned, but challenging ideological force within the black commu-
nity. For one tJring, black people in the United States are at a new
point of decision and crisis. This comes in the area of ideology, physi-
cal and economic survival and leadership

There is a tendency to treat this question as unimportant, as a side
matter, not central to the formulation of strategy. This is a mistake.
Why? Over the past several years when the question was asked, the
usual answer was: what deffnes black people as a national entity is
thal 

-Ur9y 
all sufier from discrimination and segregation. A notion

took hold that the granting of legal equality and the end to discrimina-
tion and segregation would thus remove the common oppression. But
the effect of discrimination and segregation is not the roi totrl of the
natioual aspect of the struggle for black liberation.

8l
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The national aspect of the struggle lies in the common history, com-

mon oppression and cornnlon destiny of black people. Black people

are welded together by the fact, and knowledge of the fact, that their
situation demands they move together as a grouP. The granting of
equal rights is no guarantee of that. The 17th Convention of the Party
resolved:

There is no national task of greater moment for all the forces of
social proqress of our nation than that of ioining in the struggle
for secirririg the full and equal economic, political and social rights
of the Negro people.

. . . All"sigris p-oint to an early and trium-pant re-solutiort of the
century-old Eattl} of the Negro people for fuII and equal citizen-
ship.

During the period preceeding the lTth Convention Comrade James

Jackson wrote:

The Negro people in the United States sufier- a sp-ecial form of
national ofprdssidn. It is national in the sense that all class strata
of the Negio people are s-ubject to a commot yoke of oppression
and exploi-tatio-n and social ostracism, are victims of social, econo-

mic an'd political inequality. They are racially identiffed and set

apart by iacist laws 6nd customq social exisience and by actual
ethrri" identiffcation. (Party Affairs, February 1959.)

Why is it, then, that at this moment the nation confronts a crisis

more serious than it has faced for many decades? The Party only

recently vyarned that the Administration is threatening the black com-

munity with police terror and has embarked on an endeavor to close

and seal the ghetto wallsP

E q wt C itizenship -a B our ge ois-D emocr atic Right

The concept of "equal rights" and "equal citizenship" is, in essenco,

a bourgeois concept. It is the way the bourgeoisie deffnes relationships

between people under capitalism' The granting of equal rights in
bourgeois society has never meant the end of "exploitation and social

ostraiism" for a group. It has never guaranteed it for the individual.

The struggle for, and the winning of, bourgeois democratic-nonns

is of utmost importance. The mistake that has characterized the im-

mediate past period has been that the struggle for equal rights was

viewed not only as an important part of the strategy for liberation

but as the ultimate resolution of the question.
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When the majority of black people remained in the South the con-
cept of completing the bourgeois-democratic revolution was even
more meaningful. The granting of full and equal citizenship rights in
the area of majority should mean that people would have the ability
to marshal the forces of government and regional resources to better
their common lot.

A few years ago sociologist Daniel Patrick Moynihan, a leading
liberal during the Kennedy years, saw clearly that we had come to
the end of the period of struggle for equal rights. He was also aware
&at the plight of black masses had not improved appreciably. His
response to the problem was a paternalism and militaristic scheme for
directing the nation's attention to the "Negro family" from whence
he said all problems fowed. The nation, led by Negro leadership,
rejected his mediciner

Earlier this year there was renewed interest in the Moynihan re-
port. The author declared that because his report had been rejected,
the nation was in danger of returning to the state of afiairs at the time
of the Hayes-Tilden Compromise. Recently Moyhihan seemed deter-
mined to make tbis a self-fulfflling prophecy. He told the board of
the Americans for Democratic Action, of which he is a member, that
the time had come for liberals "to see more clearly that their essential
interest in the stabilty of thc social onder given the present threats
to that stubilily, it is necessary to seek out and make much more efiec-
tive alliances wilh political conservatives who share that concern, and
who recognize that unyielding rigidity is just as much a threat to the
continuitv of things as is an anarchic desire for change." In case there's
any question, he was speaking about the black urban rebellions.

Moynihan was the chief architect of the civil rights policy during
the early days of the ]ohnson Administration. It was his thought (and
rome say his typewriter) that produced the President's Howard Uni-
versity speech wherein he told the nation "We Shall Overcome." His
case should serve to illustrate that the granting of full citizenship
rights in no way foreshadows the end of national oppression.

When the rebellions broke out in the ghettos of the nation many
progressive people were severely disoriented. That disorientation re-
mains. The immediate impulse was to look into each situation con-
ffdent of ffnding blatant discrimination and segregation. The denial
of equal rights was the obvious explanation of the events. Although,
of course, those elements were involved, it soon became clear that
they were not the determinants.
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More than "Equal Rights'' is Need.ed.

What then is tle essential character of the black people's position
in the U.S. today?

Black people are a historically and racially deffned grouP, united
by a common destiny and common oppression. They are not a nation-
ality, having no territorial claim. Yet they are distinguished by far
more than their status as a national minority. Their status is derived
from their history. On one hand, the Negro people as a grouP came
into existence as a special feature of colonialism, and thus acquired
uational characteristics. On the other hand, group identity was molded
at the time of industrial expansion and black people were partially
absorbed in the industrial workforce under conditions making possible
their special and super-exploitation. While previously the former was
dominant, today it is the latter

The confusion and indecisiveness that confronts us today is the re-
sult of the reduction of the national aspects of the Negro question to
one of "rights" and "equal citizenship." Indeed, our language is per-
meated with this problem. We continue to use the expression "iim
crow" oblivious to the fact that no one else does.

Only a few years ago it was common to hear people remark that
the reason for the new militancy in the black community and the
shalpening of the struggle was related somehow to being on the verge
of victory. Many were prepared to declare at the time of the March
on Washington that the end of the journey was in sight. How many
people were unprepared to understand what ]ohn Lewis was talking
about when he stood on the stairs of the Lincoln Memorial and warned
that it wasn't. Indeed, at that time, and for the immediate period
thereafter, every week saw the toppling of a new bar to equal citizen-
ship.

Today, there are few larvs that the Congress could pass that woutrd

make the question of equal citizenship any clearer or more resolved.

The court decision on intermarriage is perhaps the last one that ean

be expected dealing with equal rights.
What then beyond "equal rights" and "equal citizenship!"
One of the prineipal characteristics of arguments put forward by

separatists today arrive out of an agrarian context. One of the reasons

they immediately attract support and obvious empirieal affirmation
is that they are directed ffrst at a section of the black population only
recently removed from a rural situation. It is not uncommon for black
separatists to say: The problem of black people is national liberation
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and the liberation of a nation involves, ffrst and foremost, land. For
the ghetto youth, only one or two generations removed from the rural
South, this is almost a self-evident argument' Perhaps never having
worked in his life, the problem for both him and his immediate
parent is that "they'' own the land and "we" don't. Having never held
a factory iob, the argument that "they" own the means of production
must certainly have an air of unreality about it.

Urbanization of the Black People

The nonwhite male workforce (employed) in 1965 could be des-

cribed as:
1. Farm workers, farm managers and farmers-9.9 per cent of the

total nonwhite workforce.
2. Non-farm workers-73.4 per cent of total nonwhite workforce

(blue collar-57.8 per cent and service workers 15.6 per cent).
3. White collar workers (including professionals, managers, offtcials,

clerical workers and sales workers)-16.7 per cent of the total non-

white workforce.
By adjusting ffgures taken from the white collar catagory it can be

determined that approximately 81 per cent of all employed nonwhite
men have nonfarm, nonprofessional iobs.

Clearly for millions of Negroes in the South today a relationship
remains which has the principal aspects of an agrarian situation. But
for the mass of black people, North and South-the principal relation-
ship is to industrial capitalism.

But the massive move of black people into the rvorking class has

not transformed them into a position analogous to that of the European
immigrants arriving here at tltc turn of the century. Color, the central
factor of his oppression in lhc agrarian South, is still the central factor
of present-day oppression.

Moving from an agrarian situation into an industrial one has not
meant for black people what it has for people historically-a qualitative
change in their economic, social situation. At points in history, Negroes

moving into the cities were also moving into an expanding job market

and were able to struggle their way in large numbers into industry.
Their economic situation immediately improved. Those who were not
absorbed into industry became service workers catering to the new

prosperity. But always when the iob market contracted they were
the first to feel the efiects. Today the expanding job market no longer
exists, the cities are no longer lands of opportunity'

Today the extent of urbanization of the black population stands
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just about where the national average stands, and higher than in many

ioreign countries, such as Canada and France. Yet, as urbanization

procJeds at a rapid clip, absorption into the labor force declines. one

i"igt t add that for the black man the absorption has never really been

per-manent. The Department of Labor recently commented, "Through-

iut the period since World War II, non-white unemployment rates

have coristantly exceeded the rates for white workers, but the gap

varies with the business cYcle."
May we not therefore conclude that the state of the economy is

related to the attitude of the nation toward black people and con-

sequently black people's attitude toward the nation? Here I think it
wiie to review Comrade Roscoe Procter's view that the rise of nation-

alism is related to the state of other mass movements. It is true that

periods of great mass movement saw a decline in nationalism. How-

ever, I believe much more thought should be given to the economic

roots of the trend.

Conditions C ontirrue to Deteriotate

The single most important thing that can be said about the black

man in an urban setting today is that his condition worsens' Add to
this the fact that he is once again being driven from the rural south-
this time even more forcefully, being intentionally starved out in
many areas to make way for farm mechanization. Add to this the

additional factor of technological change in American industry coupled

with a century of racist education which has prepared the Negro

for little in the way of advanced skills. Once again migrants are con-

verging on the cities and taking their place alongside a major- section

of a whole generation ( already there ) in a state of perpetual unem-

ployment.- 
In 1965 over one half of all employed nonwhite men were blue col-

lar workers (58 per cent) and over one-half of the employed non-

white women were service workers. At the same time of those who
at one time held blue collar jobs, 7.9 Per cent were unemPloyed as

were7.2 per cent of those classifted as service workers' Of the unem-

ployed blue collar workers, 14'6 per cent- were in construction.- tte ffgures cited above difier very little from North to South (ex'
, ept thai the number of service workers increases in the South while

e number of clerical and sales personnel decreases). If only the
largest urban areas are taken the unemployment rate increases con-

siderably.
A person need not be a statistician to comprehend that these factors
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present a gloomy picture. As Comrade Procter rroted,. (Political Affairs,
March 1967):

1. The Negro has born the brunt of the deterioration of the services
and facilities of the city-employment, housing, transportation, health,
education, police protection.

unskilled labor declined from 36 per cent of the workforce in rgr0
to 2O p9r cent in 1950 and then dropped suddenly to 5 per cent in
1960. This trend affects Negroes more than any other group, and the
job situation among Negroes is likely to go on deterioiating.

8. The median income of the Negro family is only 50 per cent of
the white, and in the last ten years the Negro's poiition-relative to
white has declined. Thus, the Negro masses today are in worse eco-
nomic shape and live in worse slums and attend more highly segre-
gated schools tllan in 1954.

4. More \gqroes- are unemployed today than in 1g84. Among
youlg men-l8-25-the national rate is ffve times as high for Negroes
as for whites, and among Negro young women the rise is even more
startling.

This situation has led many black leaders to assert that the basic
question before black people is one of survival. Black people, they
say, have become surplus population. White America has 

-decided,

they contend, to conffne-and-restrict black people into even more rigid
ghettos where they will link into even greater poverty. If they pro-
test, the argument goes,-they_will be destroyed. Events over the past
two years appear to conffrm this contention. After a decade of conces-
sions and reforms, allowable in post-war prosperity, the door is
clanging shut again as far as the ruling class iepresentatives in wash-
ingtg" are concerned. Police repression is increasingly the response
to black protests.

Blnck Power and. the Strugg;le for Sunsioal

The most important task now before the progressive forces in the
nation and the black liberation movement is to prevent the masses
of black people from being locked out of the nation's economy and
to wage a struggle to force those economic measures (not merely
poverty-pro,grams) which-will open the economic life of the country
to new black workers and let them in, en mnsc

Tied intrinsically to the struggle for black, survival and the advance.
ment of tlack people, is the question of power. As a people, blacks
do not derive their strength from their possession of, 

-o, 
i".r.rr" oo,
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land. they wield strength only partly from their ability to sell or

withold their labor power. comprising slightly more than 10 per cent

of the population they can draw important but limited strength from

their nuribers as a political force. Their strength as controllers of

capital is negligible. Their strength as consumers is marginal. Yet,

tafen all togethir, black peoples' strength as farmers and sharecrop-

pers, workeris, voters, entrepreneurs and buyers can be enormous' Add

io this, the strength fowing frorn their importance internationally,

their allies in the "third" and socialist worlds; their great concentra-

tion in urban centers and their ability to disrupt and the strength

becomes even more impressive. "Black Power" is an attempt to mar-

shall all those resources to meet a critical situation. It has also meant

the psychological mobilization of black masses through the reassertion

of the essential rwtional asPect of the question'
Does black power add anything new to the struggle? Yes, it adds

something misiing as an ingredient in the past-a demand for_ basic

democratic change. Black power is a slogan that sweeps aside the

reformism of token advancement. It demands that the nation deal with
black people as a grouP. When black power seeks to assert itself, it
dioes not confront a void. It moves into a situation of existing power
relations having their basis in class relationships. It must seek a res-

tructuring of those relationships and a reallocation ot- power. It is not

a repuraiist slogan; it does not demand to be left alone-to go off

somewhere-but to share national weight and decision making. Its
realization, as Lenin has pointed out, should not leave "the power of
the ruling class intact." It should not be "merely a concession that
leaves its power unimpaired." It should be a force that "undermines

the foundations of Power."
It is, however, a political truism that the criterion of the policy of a

social rnovement lies not primarily in its stated aims but rather in the

social makeup of its leadership and consequently in its practical activ-

ities. It is not guaranteed that those directing the liberation move-

ment wilI see the enemy clearly and realize the nature of the Power
to be displaced.

Working Class Leaderchi.P i,s KeY

The liberation movement could fall exclusively under the direction

of the black bourgeoisie and seek to replace one form of exploitation
with another, it could get diverted into falling for various ffnancial

schemes or take the dangerous path of anti-Semitism. It could fall
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under the total direction of an agrarian orientation and swing to a
search for "land" somewhere. It could be drawn ofi into senseless
violence. It could give way to political metaphysics or quasi-religious
mysticism.

How can the dangers cited be avoided? In the same way as it has
been avoided by liberation movements and nations since the begin-
ing of capitalism-through its principled adherence to the needs and
demands of its working class component. The movement must in a
major way pass leadership to members of the working class. It must
have as a major component a force reflecting ideology rooted in the
experience of that class.

During the period of the civil rights 'ievolution," coalition was
possible orrer a wide range of class lines. The demands of the move-
ment were not class demands. The politics of the movement were
liberal and reformist. White elements of the coalition were mainly
commited to the goal of winning legal equality and horizontal integra-
tion. Many of these elements continually balked when demands came
forward that could not be met without considerably altering exist-
ing power relationships-particularly thc hegemony of the Democratic
party. That coalition is now mostly a thing of the past. The demands
of black people today are closer to class demands and the fulffllment
of them will require some basic changes in the power constellation.

Space does not permit a full discussion of the Party's role, but a
few comments are called for:

1. The role of the Communist Party is the role of the vanguard.
Among, other things, this means the ability to advance programs and
goals that unite the working class and all anti-monopoly forces. It
must speak to and for the exploited and oppressed of all groups and
sections. It must point the way to revolutionary struggle and to the
advantages of socialism.

2. The character and magnitude of what must be done to meet the
immediate crisis in this country must be of Reconstruction propor-
tions and of similar radical notions, A Communist program that is
meaningful must embody this. The calling for an end of terror and
for massive spending, while important, is not sufficent.

3. Unity of the people is still one if the most important questions
before us today. But what kind of unity? How is it to be builtP One
of the reasons "black and white unity" has such a hollow ring is that
it fails to define what the nature of that unity can be and around what
it must be built.

4. Black people are not the only people in this country with class
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grievances. If there is to be a new unity it must be built primarily
6n the basis of class, people of the same class struggling together for
common aims. While it 1s important to build relationships of joint

struggle betrveen the poor, this is not the crucial area. The key to
hyin[ the groundwotk fo. future united struggle,is work among the

lowest strata of the working class, among the millions of farm work-

ers, service workers, laborers and the semi-skilled and unskilled in
industry. This is where most black people are located and where the

most people-black and white-remain unorganized.

(Continued from page 47)

of labor. Certain union newspaPers, notably those in Packing, Steel

and UE, have carried many signiffcant articles on the freedom ffght

which can also be utilized in all unions.

These are some of the strengths from which, and with which, we

Communists can work. In the fight against racism in the labor move-

ment, the economic self-interest of white workers must be stressed

in addition to the moral issues involved. Experience has proved that

white workers will respond to the moral issues but when this is com-

bined with emphasis that their own economic interests are intimately

bound up witli advancing the just cause of the Negro people, then

alliance and mass action 'ivill be natural and inevitable.

An important element in the struggle against racism is the need to

expose ihe ultra-Right. The whole labor movement-not excluding

M^eany-is alert to the danger from the ultra-Right, which is not only

the most vicious racist force in the country, but is anti-union. By

showing that the enemy of the workers is also the enemy of the Negro

people, many white workers can be won in the ffght against racism.
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The Afro-American in the Arts

The characteristic perception of the Afro-American in the arts today
is his realization that he is on the eve of a great fertile and revolu-
tionary period. This awareness permeates every section of the arts
where blacks are creating. It is the subject of numerous conversations,
debates, meetings and conferences. At least, in the case of blaclc
writers, the most articulate body in the arts, a conscious character and
direction is being developed for a new and powerful Afro-American
renaissance. It is the content of that immanent renaissance, and how
we may help to infuence it, that should be of special concern.

Just to refresh our memories, there have been two great periods,
in the development of the black artist in the united states. one was
during the Negro literary renaissnnce period of the lg20's when white
patro,ns helped bring forth giants like Countee Cullen, Claude McKay,
Jean Toomer, Alain Locke, Langston Hughes, Arna Bontemps, to name
a few. This renaissance was centered in Harlem and concentrated on
the thrust of the "New Negro," on historical themes, on the interest
in Africa, on some symbolism and racial pride. "Black But Beautiful,,
was a main theme. In their poetry and novels the writers of this period
broke with the polite mannerisms of past pioneers like charles bhest-
nutt and expressed themselves in earthy and realistic tones.

- 
The second surge forward came, after a short fallow period, during

the days of the depression when the government ac[ed as an art
patron through wPA. It was from this period, leading into the forties,
that writers like Richard Wright, and again Langston Hughes, Willard
Motley, Chester Himes, Roi Ottley, the young Lofton Mitchell, Alice
childress and others came forth. Though centered in New york and
chicago, this development was on a national scale. The content of
*1ry of the works then changed from an emphasis on Africa, or
"Black But Beautiful," to a neu interest in the history of the Negro
people and a portrayal of their social and economic problems.

-During 
the witchhunts of the communists in the fffties, every revel

of society was afiected and the arts-for-arts-sake fad which pushed
forward during that time, with few exceptions, also influencad black
writers and artists. Ralph Ellison-and his thinly veiled anti-com-
munist novel Th,e lnoisible Man-was the Negro'literary rion of the
,t
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hour. Many formerly outspoken black writers and artists kept silent
or busied themselves with teaching or compiling anthologies.

The Freedom Struggle and, the Negro Artist

The Negro liberation struggle in the South soon burst forth upon
the consciousness of the nation. It swept up many of the writers and

artists who ffrst spoke out during the beginning of the fffties like John
O. Killens, Lofton Mitchell, William Branch, John A. Williams, Ossie

Davis, and others who came later, like Lerone Bennett Jr., William
Denbn Lorraine Hansberry and ]ames Baldwin. A vvhole new sehool

of young writers emerged during this time of struggle in the North
and South-a time which also witnessed the rising freedom struggles
of the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America. Artists like Douglass

Turner Ward, William Melvin Kelly, Le Roi Jones, Rorr Milner, Rosa

Guy, Calvin Hernton, Lennox Raphael, Tom Dent and John O'Neal
of the Free Southern Theater, emerged on the scene.

In the main these writers, like the mainstream of Afro-American art
today, stand opposed to the war in Vietnam and their thinking coin-
cides with the world revolutionary impulse. To paraphrase john O.
Killens: there is the general recognition among them that the Afro'
American revolt is part and parcel of the world-wide freedom strug-
gle. Like Killens, I too reached this same conclusion based upon an

examination of the deliberations of the many national conferences of
Afro-American writers and artists held during the past three years in
New Yor&, Chicago, Atlanta, Cleveland, in California and at Fisko
University.

The majority of the writers who attend these conferences, or who
can be reached at local gatherings, are concerned with depicting life
as non-whites Lrnow it: a continuous battle against exploitation, misery,
hunger and color preiudice. They are conscious of race, that "It's
Beautiful to be Black," and are seeking a new esthetic by delving
into the past of the Negro people. They embrace their African roots

in an attempt to understand the present and build for the future.
They are ffred with the determination to create a full-fledged black
hero who can break through the white myths and chauvinism that
hide the black man from himself.

Like the folktale tellers of the past, they aim to create a John
Henry type hero who will tackle automation like ]ohn Henry tackled
the steam drill in his day. They are concerned with the fractures that
rnake the Afro-Arnerican difierent culturally and otherwise-but yet
still an American. Their outlook on present-day society is critical. They
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are turned off by the vast senseless social order which degrades blacks
and dehumanizes whites, producing conditions which distort and
destroy human relationships. They deplore anti-Communism. They
are concerned with changing the concepts of language and question
why there are 60 negative connotations to the word "black" in Roget's
Thesaurus and about four for "whites."

Here is an example of the thinking of a group of Afro-American
artists from Chicago who formed themselves into the Chicago Organ-
ization for Black American Culture. Dozens of similarly oriented organ-
izations have mushroomed throughout the nation.

"Our aim," they said, "is to invest our works with the essence of
our unique experience, calling upon our past history, from the shores
of Africa to the West Indies, and in this hostile land. We are dedicated
to arousing the energies of black people to an appreciation of them-
selves and their human possibilities. We will work tou,ard the ultimate
goal of bringing the black community indigenous art forms which
reflect and clarify the black cxperience in America. To reflect the
richness, depth and variety of black history, its achievements and its
possibilities for creativity, wo must ffnd a new esthetic that corresponds
to our lives. It must have elements based on the man in the gutter and
it must speak to him."

Refl.ecting the Spirit of the Tlmes

But there is a need, Langston Hughes once said, to do this in a
balanced way. And Saunders Redding said that it was necessary "to
discover the human condition without the preoccupation of reposses-
sing a heritage that can distort reality, nor make heroes out of heels."

John Clarke of Freedom@ays says, "We must draw upon the universal
values in the Negroes' experiences just as Sean O'Casey and Sholem
Aleichem draw upon the universal values in the experiences of the
Irish and Jews. The next stage of Negro writing must not be a celebra-
tion of oppression but a celebration of survival in spite of it."

Africa I have kept your memory Africa
You are inside me
Like the splinter in the wound
Like a guardian fetish in the center of the village

Make me the stone in your sling
Make my mouth the lips of your wound
Make my knees the broken pillars of your abasement

And yet

AFXO.AMMICAN TNTISTS

I want to be of your race alone workers
peasants of all lands
'uncountable nation in capitalist slavery
destiny ranges us shoulder to shoulder
repudiating"the ancient maledictions of blood taboos

As the contradiction among features
Creates the harmony of the face
We proclaim the oneness of the su$ering
and the revolt
of all peoples on all the face of the earth
And w^e mlix the mortar of the age of brotherhood
Out of the dust of idols.

This was said by Jacques Roumain, a French-speaking black' The

words of Richard Wiigtt are still true for today when he said: 'This

dramatic Marxist vision when consciously grasped endows the writer

with a sense of dignity which no other vision can give. ultimately, it
restores to the wriier Lis lost heritage, that is, his role as a creator of

the world in which he lives, and as a creator of himself." I'm indicat-

ing that the new trend among Afro-American artists to lock black

arirs hurts neither a black nor a white. Joseph Papp has been a pioneer

in welcoming Afro-Americans in his New York Shakespeare Festival,

casting them-in all sorts of roles. But Broadway ha-sn't followed suit.

Seefing to get around these difficulties, Harry Belafonte is expand-
:ug his p-rodu-ction company. He plans to produce plays on and ofi

l,:r6adwiy, based on Afio-American life. He is also setting up a foun-

rllation to give grants to Afro-American writers. Sidn_ey Poitier is also

planning to ttr* a comPany. BilI Cosby, of the television Program
i spy, hlas started a moti'on picture production company' T-om*Dent's

FreJ Southern Theater has performed throughout the South. But the

most interesting development for Afro-American actors and play-

wrights was th-e Ford Foundation grant, rumored at $1.8 million,

"*id"d Doug Turner and Bobby Hook's Negro Ensemble Theater.

The theater riiu t rin and provide a home for Afro-American the-

atrical talents on all levels. 
-There are other developments, such as

Roger Furman s Harlem-based New Heritage_ Tleatel,_ 
-the 

opening

of i play in Harlem's New Lafayette-Theater !y loi Milner and the

^rrroirrr"u-"nt 
by the Greenwich Theater, which has always been

hospitable to bhtk playwrights, that it will present two plays by the

Nigerian dramatist Wole SoYinka.

freedless to say, the pro'blem facing many Afro-American play-

wrights is that of content, how best to reflect the spirit of these times,
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whether to ,oncentrate on Negro themes or venture, Iike Lorraine
Hansberry inThe sign in sidney Brustein swindou, to help illuminate
the human condition. some of the more advanced-thinking praywrights
believe that both should be done.

The Staa^ts of the Blnck Artict

Cropping up at discussions of black artists is whether or not to
accept government funding of projected theater ensembles, writers'
groupj or jazz workshops. Alice Childress and others say, definitely,
yes. william Melvin Kelly warns that a man will then not be abre io
tell it like it is. Nevertheless, there is a growing trend to accept such
funds with the determination to keep t[e relationship betwe6n gov-
ernment and artist similar to that between the British government
and British writers. There is virtually no censorship of government-
funded creative work-s by Britons. American artists *itt [r.rr" to ffght
for a similar relationship.

In the dance world, Afro-Americans are making a fantastic mark.
True, just a few, Iike Arthur Mitchell, are dancing in maior classical
ballet. But others like Alvin Ailey, Donald McQuale, 6armen De
Lavallade and others have crcated n completely new dance based on
African, iazz and modern themes.

Some good things are happening in oper.a. In the cinema, Afro-
Americans are receiving 

-better 
roles and receiving oscars, although

the screen is dominated by sidney Poitier. And no black woman h-as
yet to overcome Hollywood's siren roles.

Perhaps the Afro-American's most vital and oppressed art form
today is jazz, It many international circles iazz is-known as North
America's only original contribution to world culture. yet, New york
C_ity, {e reputed cultural capital of the West, is glutted with unem-
ployed black jazz musicians. Part of the reason is that in these searing
sixties, the general mood has caused a revolution in the concept oT
jazz playing.. Many of the y-ounger jazzmen, political in their thiniing,
assert that their new sound is an expression which approximates tlie
expedence of blacks in the city ghettos. Their music is-marked by an
emphasis on improvisations, contrasts of rhythms and souncl, rather
than on melodic invention. And it reflects, they say, the full emotional
range of blacks ffghting for their freedom today. It also reflects an
interest in the rhythms of Africa-the roots from which this music
springs.

A few of these musicians are conservatory-trained, like cecil Tay-
lor, Archie shepp and charlie Mingus. Their music refects not oniy
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the souls of black folk but the influence of internationalist classicists

like Sergei Prokoffev, Bela Bartok and Igor Stravinsky. Several musi-

cians have banded into guilds, like the now defuncl lazz Composers'

Guild, which attempted to break through the walls built by the critics,
the night-club and recording establishments, to keep this new sound

out.
Black photographers face a similar situation. Mostly social conscious,

they ffnd scant markets for their works and have formed several

photography guilds to force breakthroughs. Some work in the anti-

poreriy progta*. Black painters and graphic artists are faring better

these dayrs due to the power of the guilds they have formed.

Though there has been some improvement in the classical symphonic

ffeld, and there are blacks in a number of the major orchestras of the
nation, it is still token. This is not just because blacks can't get into
the conservatories easily. The number of black conductors can be

counted on one hand. Dean Dixon, a veteran in the same rank as

George Szell, Leonard Bernstein and Eric Leinsdorf, is still an ex-

patriate, who leads the major orchestras of Europe' Hap_pily, there is
-orr" 

yoot g Negro conductor from California. He is actually employed

as an assistant. But from time to time, if you can afiord the ticket,
you may see him leading the full orchestra.

A similar situation exists in the case of instrumental soloists. One

would think that Andre Watts is the only leading black instrumen-

talist in the nation. But this is not at all so. Discrimination forces many

black musicians out of this ffeld. One such musician is the pianist
Cecil Taylor, who returned to the bosom of. iazz and has produced

such original works that he has been called a genius, Yet, he can only
ffnd work in Europe.

A deplorable situation exists in advertising and television, despite

the presence of Bill Cosby, Bobby Hooks and the three black news-

casters who appear on the sereen. In the height of the civil lights
agitation more black faces could be seen peering from beneath the

pages of the Neo York Times' advertising sections' But pick up that
paper now and learn the truth.

Need for Conference of aU Afro'American Artists

The overall character of the trend. in art by Afro-Americans today
is social consciousness and consciousness of blackness. The debates

indicate that concurrent with this new awareness there is a tendency
toward an exclusiveness, of nationalism, if you will. But it is a ten-
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dency in flux that could, in swift time, be directed toward the nation-
wide ffght for freedom and peace.

One of the ways to get this ball rolling, in my opinion, is to convince
leading black artists like Ossie Davis, John O. Killens, Ruby Dee and
others, to call for a National Conference of Afro-American Artists.
Such a conference could concern itself with the financial and social
problems black artists face in the nation. It could attempt to indicate
an approach in the arts to the social and economic problems that Afro-
l.merican as well as white artists face. It could call for greater ties with
/\frican artists and organize an exchange of shows, writings, ensem-
lrles, etc. It eould call for a WPA-type program to bring the arts into
1;hetto communities, for the establishment of cultural centers and
:omplexes in the Harlems of the nation, which would serve as a train-
ing ground for Afro-Americans to emerge in the mainstream of Amer-
ican culture. At the same timo it would be a program to serve as an
employment, dramatic and teaching center for unemployed AIro-
American artists. Literary collections, like the Schomburg Library in
Harlem, r,r,hich is in danger of boing shut down, could be absorbed
by such a project and its library expanded to contain a complete
music library of Negro and Africnn music.

I believe that a National Conference of Afro-American Artists could
begin to set the wheels in motion that will inaugurate some of the
changes that so many black artists agree is necessary NOWI

The false and underlying premise of tokenism is racism: the
concept that the great mass of Negroes are inferior, fit only for
capitalist super-exploitation, and that only those individuai Ne-
groes- wh_o rise abov_e the inferior norm of their people deserve
equal rights. Carried to- its logical conclusion, thiJ poiition holds
either that nothing at all can be done about the "inTerior" Negro
mass, or that they may some day achieve equal status, as each-of
the 20 million Negroes disproves his allege-d inferiority. In this
regard, tokenism ii of the sime stripe as {radualism.

Br:.v1arr.rw J. Devrs, Political Affairs, February 1968.

TTERBEBT APTHEKEN

IluBois on "Africa and

World Peace", An Unpuhlisheil Essay

The greabress of Du Bois lies in the fact that he centered the nearlv
ten decades of his life upon the fundamental questions of his time-
and of our time: racism, colonialism, imperialism, war, illiteracy, Pov-
erty, hunger, exploitation; and that he did this with astonishing per-
sistence, absolute integrity and historic effectiveness.

In this month, marking the 100th anniversary of his birth, it is

especially fftting to bring readers of Political Affai,rs a characteristic
example of his thinking and writing on many of these basic problems;
this particular essay has remained largely unpublished. It was ffnished
by Dr. Du Bois on December 27, L959; only one-third of it has hitherto
been published, and that in a rather ephemeral source.o

Persons who today are rightly worried about the future of civiliza-
tion should give their attention to Africa for it is the failure to do this
for so many years in the past that has been a prime cause of the pres-

ent critical situation.
I remember vividly when I was in high school in western Massa-

chussetts, between the ages of twelve and sixteen, of being puzzled
about Africa. I was visibly of African descent and in my family African
music and culture patterns had persisted, although we had lived in
this New England valley for two hundred years or more. Yet for me

information about Africa was difficult to obtain. I could draw a map

of the United States with all the States and their capital cities, with
its rivers, lakes and ocean borders. I knew the kings of England and

the British political system and I Inew the English tongue; I lonew

the kings of France, but I could hardly get hold of any information

* Actually the original manuscript is dated, in the Doctor's hand, Decem-
bet 27,1960, but this was a slip and there is no doubt that 1959 was correct.
The final third was published in the June, 1960 number of the Bulletin ol
the World, Council of Peaae (Vienna). It is through the courtesy of the
Secretariat of that Council that I obtained this manuscript. A few additional
corrections were made in the manuscript. AII footnotes are by me.
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oJ Africa in ary detail. Apparently no history of Africa existed and
the attitude of- *y teachers toward A-frica arrd itr peoples was a little
discouraging. My textbooks mentioned some detaili a6out the ancient
history of Eg1pt, 

-but 
it was-implied if not actually said, that Egypt

was no part of Africa. In college at Fisk and Harvard there were no
courses of study _which touched Africa except again ancient Egypt.

During my study in Germany there was no more mention of Alriia
and some literature, but my time was given to studies of European
society and they were seldom based on Asia or Africa; thus, I had
no time for study outside the white world. I oame, thereforg to be in
America a teacher of economics and history and talked to my colored
students of a future work that the peoples of Afri"" and their descend-
ants would undoubtedly_do, but I said little or nothing of the great
African past because of this I was quite ignorant. Then in Ig06, Franz
Boas, the great anthropologist, came to Atlanta University where I
was_head of,the Department of Economics and History, and told the
graduatingclass oI American Negroes of certain things ihat they ought
to know about their black ancestors. He mentioned Ghana, MJ[e
and the Hausa. He related the travels of Ibn Batuta and the reign of
Askia Mohammed. I sought him out after his talk and begged him to
tell me the sources of his information. It was then that I befan to seek
out and read the sources of African history and in 1915 I wrote my
ffrst book on Africa in the Home University library.*

I immediately met a great deal of concealed and open opposition.
Students and authorities doubted many of my conclusions. Fundamen-
tally most American intelligentsia and a large number of Europeans
did not believe that Negroes were human beings in the same sense
that other peoples were. They did not always say this nor were they
themselves often aware how subtly and widely this idea had arisen and
spread. Yet America was built on the Negro. It was his toil and serv-
ice, his culture patterns, his singing and dancing, his whole attitude
toward life which laid the foundation on which Europeans built much
of their new world. The Negro was at ffrst an integral part of this new
world, and then because the slave trade made his labor cheaper and

*This book ist Tha Nagro; it was pub,lished by Henry Holt in New York
and Williams & Norgate in London in 1915 and was No. 91 in the Home
University Library of Modern Knowledge, edited by Herbert Fisher, Gilbert
Murray, J. Arthur Thomson and William T. Brewster. In it readers will
find elucidated the references to peoples and personalities in this paragraph.
Prof. Boas was brought to Atlanta at Du Bois'suggestion; his speech was
published by that University aa Co,rnmencement Address, Atlanta Univer-
sity Leaflet, No. 19 (1906).
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more abundant than white European labor or red Indian, he became
the exploited class on the theft of which slavery crops like cotton and
sugar were distributed over the world and service and pleasure fur-
nished.

Seeking to excuse this black slavery, a deeply religious fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries began to rationalize this wise: Negroes were natural
slaves and never had a civilization of their own. They were well suited
for the hard toil which the development of America needed. They
were therefore made slaves not simply for the advantage of white
European immigrants but for the salvation of their souls. Then as the
Negroes followed the bidding of the missionaries and became con-
verts of Christianity, another line of reasoning was adopted: their
souls and bodies were not as valuable as those of white people because
they were fundamentally incapable of modern civilization. The in-
ferior peoples of the world, the blacks especially, the browns and the
yellows in large part, were adapted to work and obedience in order to
help the more gifted whites develop modern civilization. By the
seventeenth century and later this theory of the inferiority of black
people took larger and larger hold of the belief of religionists, scien-
tists and statesmen until by my century, the nineteenth, a book like
mine which assumed that Negroes were normal people was not reeog-
nized as authentic scholarship.

I tried in this ffrst book to work out a history of black folk in Africa,
of their descent into the valley of the Nile and the raising of a new
civilization allied with Asia; of the development along the Niger on
the west coast and in the Congo valley; of a new art and technique;
of work in iron, copper and bronze; of irrigation and building. I op-
posed the prevalent idea that every sign of civilization in Africa at
Benin and Zimbabwe and on the east coast were due to imported
European or Asiatic cultures. I said then:

The time has not yet come for a complete history of the Negro
peoples. Archaelogical research in Africa has iust bggol, and many
sources of information in Arabian, Portuguese, and other tongues
are not fully at our command; and, too, it must franHy be con-
fessed, racial prejudice against darker peoples is still too strong in
so-called civilized centers for iudicial appraisement of the peoples
of Africa. Much intensive monographic work in history and science
is needed to clear mooted points and quiet the controversialist who
mistakes present personal desire for scientiff_c proof. [From cited
work, pre?ace, dated February l, 1915-H.A.]

Nearly a quarter of a century later I attempted again a study of tlre
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history and development of black folk, but I was unable even then to
get the finaneial backing or the scholarly support which would en-
able me to do the kind of work which I wanted to do. On the other
hand, Lord Hailey, with an Empire back of him and the wealth of
Carnegie assisting, edited an African Suroey which brought wide ac-
claim. French and Belgian scholars wrote books and monographs and
many governments established museums and institutions. My booko
could only emphasize certain facts which most of these studies mini-
mized-or forgot and that was that the African past had been the
history of real and gifted peoples, showed a cultural unity and was
worth modern study. I said frankly in my preface:

But we f,ace a curious situation in the world attitude toward the
Negro race today. On the one hand there is increasing curiosity as
to_ the place of black men in future social developrient; in ti.heir
relation to work, art_and democracy; and judgment-as to the future
must depend upon the past. Yet tliis past'helshrouded not simply
by widespread lack of knowledge butly a certain irritating sileni6.
Few today are interested in Negro history because they feel the
matter alr'eady settled: the Negro'has no llistory. . . .

For instance, I am no Egyptologist. That goes without saying. And
yet I have written something in this volume on the Negro in Egypt,
because in recent years, deipite the work of exploratiin and ir:t6r-
pretation in Egypf and Ethibpia, almost nothinfi is said of the Ne-
gro Race.

There were groups of educated Negroes in my own United States,
in the various islands of the West Indies and in Africa. I met some
of these in the great Races Conference which met in London in 1911
and which would have marked an era if it had not been followed so
closely by the First World War. After that War, I called four Pan-
A-frican Congresses into meeting and we discussed Negro political
power, culture recognition and education for a future. My movement
met opposition from the colonial powers like Britain, France and Bel-
gium; and ffnally a world depression and Second World War stopped
that movement.

*W.E.B. Du Bois, Black ?olk, Then anil Now: An Essag ,i,n the Historg
and Saciologa of the Negro Race, N. Y., 1939, Henry Holt & Co. The prefaee
to this volume, from which Dr. Du Bois quotes above, is dated May, 1g3g.
This book appeared in October, 1945 in its fourth (and final) printing. The
Hailey volume referred to above is: William M. Hailey, An African Suroeg;
A StudE of Problems Arising in Africa South of the Sahara. It was pub-
lished in 1938 (in a volume of almost 2,000 pages, by Oxford University
Press, under the auspices of the Royal Institute of International Affairs).
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Then after the Second World War along with efiorts of the laboring
people in Europe, America and Africa, there came out of the Trade
Union Congress in Paris in 1945 a demand of the black workers for a

Fifth Pan-African Congress. This met in Manchester, England in 1945.

I presided. There met with us Kwame Nkrumah who later made the

British Colony of the Gold Coast an independent Ghana; ]omo Ken-

yatta, later accused of helping the Mau-Mau in Kenya; Peter Abrahams,

the African writer; George Padmore, the black historian of Britain in
A.frica, and two hundred other Negroes from all over the world. It
resulted ultimately in a Sixth Pan-African Congress called the "All-
African Conference" at Accra in 1958.

In 1919 and in 1924 these Congresses made these declarations:

1919

To the World: The absolute equality of races, physical, political
and social is the founding stone of world and human advancement.
No one denies great dilTerences of gift, capacity and attainment
among individuils of all races, but the voice of Science, Religion
and piactical politics is one in denying th_e God-appointed existence
of sriper-racei or of races naturaily 

-and inevitably and eternally
inferior.

That in the vast range of time, one grouP sh_ould in its industrial
technique, or social drganization, or-spiritual vision, lag a few
hundre-d years behind another, or forgg fitfully ahead, or come to
difier dec'idedly in thought, deed, and ldeal, is irroof of the 

-essential
richness and variety of human nature, rather than proof of the co-
existence of demigods and apes in human form. The doctrine of
racial equality do"es not inteifere with indjvidrral liberty; rather
it fulfills-it. Ahd of all the various criteria of which masses of men
have in the past been preiudged and classiffed, that of the color of
the skin and^texture of^th6 hiir, is surely the most adventitious and
idiotic. . . .

The beginning of wisdom in interracial contact is the establish-
ment of pblitical institutions,among suppressed peoples The habit
of demo6racy must be made to enciiCle the earth. _Despite the
attempts to prove that its practice is the secret and divine gift
of the'few, ob hubit is more-natural or more widely spread among
primitive people, or more easily capable of development among
irasses. Local-self-government with t minimum of help and over-
night can be established tomorrow in Asia, in A{rica, America and
th6 isles of the sea. It will in many instances need general control
and guidance, but it will fail only when that guidance 

-seeks 
igno-

rantl| and consciously its own selfish ends and not the people's
liberty and good.
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..s."rgly in 
-th9 twentieth century of the prince of peace, in the

millenium of Mohammed, and i'n the mightiest ee"- oi- Ii"**
Reason, there can be found in the civilized"world en?ueh Jat"o-
ism, learning, and benevolence to develop native i"rut"t?*iwhoso
o.ne aiq is 

-not profit and power for the f6w . . . what then do these
demand who see these evils of the coror line and racial discrimina_
tion, and who believe in the divine right of suppressed ,"a-u""t-
ward people to learn and aspire "ri b" fr"# it " N"sro ,."u
ttuough their thinking intelligentsia demand, "

1. The recognition of cirrilized men as civilized despite their
race or color.

.2. r-ocal self-government fo_r backward groups deriberately
rising as experience,and knowledge go* ti"oriplete setf-goJ-
ernment under the limitation of iseft_governed #orld.

3. Education in self_-knowledge, in sdientiffc truth, ;d in in-
dustrial technique, undivorced fiom the art of beautv.

4. Freedom in -their own rerigion and social custdm and with
the right to be difierent and noi-conformist.

, 5. cooperation with the rest of the worrd in government, in-
dustry, and art on the bases of Justice, Freedom ind peace.

6. The return to Negroes of tlreir land and its natural fruits and
defense against the urirestrained greed of invested 

""oita.7. The establishment of an interirational institution f6r study of
the Negro problem under the League of Nations.

8. The establishment of an inteinational section of the Labor
Bureau of the League of Nations, charged with the protection of
nativelabor....
In some such words 

-and thoughts as these we seek to expressorl *iJl and ideal, and the end of-our untiring efiort. To o* *ia *"
call all men of the earth who love iustice 

"Irrd 
*"r"y. o"t of trru

{epths- we have cried unto the deaf aird dumb masters'of the world.
Ouj.of the depths we cry to our own sleeping souls. The answer is
written in the stars.

The Third Pan-African congress, 1924, demanded for Africans:

1. A voice in their own government.
2. The right of aecess to the land and its resources.
3. Trial by juries of their peers under estabrished forms of raw.
4. Free elementary education for all; broad traininq in modern

induslial techniques; and higher training of selected tilent.
5. F: development of Africa for the Eenefft of Africans, and not

me-rely for lhe profft of Europeans.
6. The abolition of the sla-ve trade and of the liquor trafic.
7. world disarmament and the abolition of war;^but failing this,

and as long as white folk bear arms against black iolk, tt 
" 

,iEt t oi
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blacls to bear arms in their own defense.
8. The organization of commerce and.industry so as to make the

main objects-of capital and labor the welfare of the many rather than
the enriching of the few. . . .

In ffne, w-e ask in all the world, that black folk be treated as

men. We can see no other road to Peace and Progress. What more
paradoxical ffgure today fronts the world than the official head of
i great Soutfr' African'state striving blindly to bYild Peace and
Go"od Will in Europe by standing oi the necks and hearts of mil-
lions of black Africans?*

I had published in L947 my last book on the Nego, The World and,

Africa, An.lnqulry into the Part Which Africa Has Pl'a.yed in World
Iiistory."" The Conference at Accra built in part on the Pan-African

Confeiences previously held and on the lnowledge assembled in this

book, and other world infuences, brought a new era for the African

people and this era the present world must understand. They must

iealize that the perce morement in the world before the Second World
War did not envisage peace in Africa or between the imperial rulers

of the world and other peoples regarded as inferior.
The history of the world between Napoleon and the Erst World

War has been sometimes called an era of peace and so-called because

the wars during that time were not with the lea&ng nations but be-

tween European powers and the peoples of Asia and Africa and de-

signed to reiuce the colored world to exploitation by the rvhite world

arid subservience to Anglo-Saxon civilization. Consequently the peace

movement largely ignored colonial wars, regarding them as efforts to

establish and "piift 
civilization, while wars between France, England,

Germany and Italy were attacks on civilization.
With, however, ih" second half of the twentieth century, science de-

veloped by history, anthropology and ethnology,- by chemistry Td
archieology, has bLgun to piove the tremendous value of what pe-oples

of Asia ,nd Afri", have done in the past. That knowledge is being

realized by the darker peoples and as a result with sudden impact

Africa has literally burst upon the attention of modern peoples. We

-TEf,Fr.f"rence is to Jan Christian Smuts of South Africa; from 191?-18

he was a member of the Imperial war cabinet in London, and from 1919

io rsZa was prime Minister-and Minister for Native Affairs of the Union
of South Africa.-i*itris 

book, originally copyrighted in 1946, was published by Viking
press. A new editlon was pulblished in 1965 by International Publishers;
it 

"ootuirru 
about 80 additional pages consisting of certain of the writings

h,y Du Boie oa Afrlca betweeri the years 1955 and 1961.
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must realize that there can be rro world peace which is not peace for
and in Africa; that the reason that modein European civilizaiion des-
cended so disastrously into the hell of war in the tiarentieth century was
because of the determined and continuous war in Asia and Africa, the
theft of raw materials which belonged to other peopres and the ex-
ploitation and enslavement of colored human rab6r. in a world efiort
to stop this method oi forwa-rding modern culture, to realize liberty,
equality and brotherhood, the peace movement has begun and is
showing itself most efiectively in the upsurge of nationalism in Asia
and Africa.

If one wishes to realize the momentous change that this has brought
compare a map of Africa, not of a thousand yeaxs ago, but of ien
years ago and today see the new black nations that have arisen and
are arising and those that are in embryo. Realize too the difficulties
of ancient culture_ patt-erns struggling with the new technology, of
present greed and theft in grcat civilized nations striving tJ beat
Freedom, socialism and communism and to maintain itsJf in con-
trol- of the world by a way of life based on profit derived out of
theft of material and slavery of labor. The stiuggre and good will
of the best of mankincl is needed to solve this lontradiJtion and
basic rivalry, and here the battle of world peace must be fought.

This rise of determined African nationalism is a main threat of
World War, bccause leading nations of Western Europe and North
America, are still firm in tlroir plan to preserve the eisence of co-
lonialism under some changes oi method and name. Britain, France
Holland, Portugal, Belgium and the United States have long based
their standard of living and their cultural progress on coloniil labor
so cheap as barely to keep this labor alive; and on raw materials
virtually stolen from colonies and sold at prices giving white manu-
facturers and traders fabulous proffts,

Freedom from foreign dictation, equality of status with foreigners
settled in their own homes; and autonomy in their own government
is the growing demand of colonial peoples while Britain insists on
its right to cheap labor and materials in all the land which it still
dominates, yielding only as it must in certain lands like Ghana and Ni-
geria. Holland still clings to colonial rights in Indonesia. France
clings to cheap land and labor in North Africa, and the United
states through investment contracts and the bribery of native allies
for the purpose of directing native labor, is today the greatest of
colonial exploiters. This means war and particularly in and about
Africa. Most of Asia has escaped the grip of oolonial imperialisrn,
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but Africa is still writhing in its grip and that will mean war among
tribes, or between tribes and colonial masters, or between Europeans
over loot of this wretched continent. Let no man dream of world
peace so long as leaders of world civilization are determined to cling
to Negroes as cheap workers.

Colonial powers are yielding but slowly when at all; and after
apparent surrender are turning to every device to regain cheap la-

bor and materials. Political control of most of Asia has been lost to
the West, but Africa is still a center of fierce rivalry and contention.
Colonial power yields but slowly and with every kind of delay and
deception. Britain holds powerful place in India by investment cap
ital and in alliance with Indian capital still exploits land and labor.
British, Potuguese, French and American capital in Africa exploits
labor, monopolizes land and seizes raw material. In order to control
land and labor in the future these foreign capitalists are eagerly
seeking Negro capitalists in Africa, and ambitious Negroes in America
to become partners with them in African exploitation. Thus World
War is encouraged, by inter-tribal strife, by revolts of blacl<s against

whites and by wars of whites with each other for a larger share of
the loot which comes from gold, diamonds, copPer, uranium, vege-

table and mineral oil, coffee, cocoa, spices, and a thousand other
commodities, raised on monopolized land by labor paid less than the

minimum demands of decency.
Here lies the great threat of World War.

It is American capital, grown to monopoly proportions and
imperialistic in character, determined to make this its-_century,
thalt dictates the racist policies of government as well as the
amount of rights labor, tfie youth and the aged will enjoy. When
the struggle now led by Negro Americans is seen in this context
and sco!6, then the question of whom to ffght will take_priority,
and the-question of liow to ffght and who are natural allies, de-
soite theii confusion and the"fact that they have succumbed to
tire myths of white superiority will fall in place. Wh"" there is
clarity as to who is t[e main enemy, the how-to-ftght question
will be answered by his strength and position.

-Wn r,relr L. PerrrnsoN, "The Battle for America" in
Negro Liberationt A Goal for Nl Americans, p. 48.



Toward Eradication nf [olnnialism
Before his death by cancer at

the age of 36, Frantz Fanon
(1925-1961) put into writing
many observations and conclu-
sions derived from extensive
study and reading, and from his
practice as a psychiatrist in the
Antilles, France and Algeria, and
his activities as a revolutionary
with the National Liberation
Front (F.L.N.) during several
years of Algeria's war for inde-
pendence (1954-1962). In addi-
tion to two full length works he
wrote numerous nerilspaper and
magazine articles and addresses,
a number of which have been col-
lected in two volumes. These four
volumes have now been translated
into English from the French.*

The Backgrowd, ol Frantz Fonon

How Fanon spent his life il-
lumines the essence of what he

*Black, Skin, White Mo,eke, Grove
Press, Inc., 1967. Translated by
Charles Lam Markmann. 96.00.A DUing Colodnlism, Grove
Press, Inc., New York, 1g6?. Trans-
lated by Ifaakon Chevalier. 91.96.

The Wretcheil of tha Earth,
Grove Press, Inc., 1966. Translated
by Constance Farrington. gl.g5.

Toward, Tha African Reoolution,
Monthly Review Press, New York,
1967. Translated ,by Haakon Cheva-
lier. 96.60.
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wrote. He is the middle class in-
tellectual of a colonized people
who chooses to join the fighting
ranks of the most oppressed and
exploited. This choice involves a
continuous struggle with the
myths and values of the colonized
middle class and the colonizing
country, as well as with the ideas
and methods of his profession.
The struggle is manifest in his
writing.

In the beginning he tries to
reconcile the beliefs and ideas ab-
sorbed during his childhood with
those assimilated in the univer-
sity life of France. His first work,
Black Slein, White Masks, mixes
psychoanalysis, existentialism and
dialectical materialism. And one
is sometimes able to discern the
point and emphasis of what he
meant only in the context of how
he lived. But there is a progres-
sion in his writings and clarity
grows as Fanon regolves his con-
flicts through action. Whateyer
may have been the hesitations,
doubts and conflicts he endured,
his example is unequivocal: he
took the path of revolutionary
struggle.

A descendant of the African
slaves brought to replace the ex-
terminated Caribs, Frantz Fanon
was born in the French West In-

EBADICTTE COLONITI.NSM

dies colony of Martinique. Freneh
imperialism uses the term "over-
reas department," but Martinique,
together with French Guiana and
Guadeloupe, are still remnants in
this hemisphere of France's one-
time vast colonial empire. Since
1635 its people, now numberinE
more than 300,000 have struggled
for freedornr. They fought the
Vichy French in the first elections
after Francq's liberation elected
two Communist deputies out of
three.

This was the locale of Fanon's
childhood. Here began his preoc-
cupatlon with the problem of
racism, his studies and analyses
of the colonizer and the colonized.
After completing medical studies
in France he practiced as a spe-
cialist in psychiatry in the Antil-
les and France, but at his own re-
quest in 1953 took a post as medical
director of a hospital near Algiers.
Three years there, during which
he tried to treat both the tortured
and the torturers, spurred his re-
solution of the "unpardonable de-
bates" in his conscience. He re-
signed, joined the Algerian revo-
lutionists and served with them
until his death.

Fanon's writings range over
too many fields to be treated in a
single review. Besides, to be mean-
ingful, comment on his observa-
tions regarding the neuroses in-
flicted by imperialism on colonizer
and colonized alike should be in-
formed by specialized knowledge.
Most relevant in respect of the
burning issues of today and to-
morrow are his conclusions of the
ways of eradicating colonialism
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and racism, and on the relations
between the underdeveloped coun-
tries, imperialism, socialism, and
the working masses of the coloni-
alist countries.

The Internntionat Contert

The period in which Fanon set
down his ideas witnessed the
achievement of political inde-
pendence by nearly two billion
people. In 1960 alone more than
17 African peoples set up inde-
pendent national states. Fanon
understood why this was possible.
"Strengthened by the uncondition-
al support of the soeialist coun-
tries, the colonized peoples fling
themselves with whatever arms
they have against the impregnable
citadel of colonialism. If this
citadel is invulnerable to knives
and naked fists, it is no longer so
when we decide to take into ac-
count the context of the cold war."
(The Wretched, of the Dq,rth,
p. 62.)

Nor was Fanon confused by
distortions of the role of peaceful
coexistence. Unlike some others
who professed to see it as a Soviet
effort to restrain the national
liberation movement, Fanon rec-
ognized that the policy of pre-
venting a third world war causes
a sharpening of all imperialist
contradictions, including that of
the colonized versus the cononizer,
He wrote: "Again, within the
framework of peaceful coexist-
ence, all colonies are destined to
disappear, and in the long run
neutralism is destined to be res-
pected by capitalism . . Today,
peaceful coexistence between the
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two blocs provokes and feeds viol-
ence in the colonial countries."
(Ibid., pp. 62-63.)

Fanon also recognized that
political independence is attain-
able through different forms of
struggle (of the approximately E0
states that emerged in the post-
war years while he lived, most
achieved independence by peace-
ful means). But Fanon considered
armed struggle to be the most ef-
fective and salutary for colonized
peoples. "Decolonization is always
a violent phenomenon" are the
words with which he begins The
Wretched, of the Earth, the work
which summarizes his conclusions
and whieh he finished in the last
months of his life. "The colonized
man finds his freedom in and
through violence." (Ibid., p. 67.)
"At the level of individuals, viol-
ence is a cleansing force. It frees
the native from his inferiority
complex and from his despair and
inaction; it makes him fearless
and restores his self-respect.,,
(Ibid., p.73.)

And at the national level: ,,The

armed struggle mobilizes the peo-
ple; that is to say, it throws them
in one way and in one direction.
The mobilizaton of the masses,
when it arises out of the war of
liberation, introduees into each
man's.consciousness the ideas of
a common cause, of a national
destiny and of a collective history.
In the same way the second phase,
that of the building-up of the na-
tion, is helped on by the existence
of this cement which has been
mixed with blood and anger."
(Ibid., p. 73.)
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But the colonial revolutionist
who seeks guidance from Fanon
as to the preparations for an up-
rising, the pre-conditions neces-
sary for success, the time and
place to begin, and the tactics
suited to the peculiarities of his
country and people, wll be disap-
pointed. Fanon saw the uprisng
beginning spontaneously as a
counter-blow against the growing
repression and atrocities of the
colonizer. He conceived of this
spontaneous fight-back developing
through guerrilla warfare into the
mobilization and organization of
revolutionary armies. He focussed
his attention on this later period.

Thus, the collection of his writ-
ings, .4 DAi,ng Colonialism, which
examines aspects of the Algerian
revolution, emphasizes the neces-
sity of the revolutionary forces
controlling their communications
and system of medical care, and
countering the colonialists' tor-
tures, terror, empty concessions,
bribes, seductions and efforts to
pit elements of the colonized peo-
ple against one another.

The Sociali,st Path

Indeed, it is what happens after
political independence is achieved
that most concerns Fanon. IIe
deals mainly with the neo-colonial-
ist counter-revolution and how to
defeat it. At no time does he refer
to a class struggle in the newly in-
dependent countries, but his re-
jection of the concept of negri-
tude, that fig-leaf for African
exeeptionalism and eapitulation to
imperialism, is implicit in hs anal-
ysis of the element of Afrcan so-
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ciety and the necessary conflict
between them.

To defeat neo-colonialism and
root out the baneful remnants of
colonialism, Fanon offered a spe-
cific many-sided program. Its
foundation, he believed, should be
the socialist path.

Of course we know that the cap-
italist regime, in so far as it is
a way of life, cannot leave us free
to perform our work'at home, nor
our duty in the world. Capitalist
expoitation and cartels and mono-
polies are the enemies of under-
developed countries. On the other
hand the choice of a socialist re-
gime, a regime which is completelY
oriented towards the peoPle as a
whole and based on the Principle
that man is the most Precious of
all possessions will allo,w us to go

forward more quickly and more
harmoniously, and thus rnake im-
possible that caricature of society
where all economic and Political
power is held in the hands of a few
who regard the nation as a whole
with scoxn and contemPt. (The
Wretcheil of the Earth, P. 78.)

In order to launch the newlY
independent country on this Path
it is necessary to by-pass the bour-
geois phase, for this Phase is
"impossibly arid" because the
national bourgeoisie is "good for
nothing:." "In other words, the
combined effort of the masses led
by a party and of intellectuals
who are highly conscious and
armed with revolutionary Prin-
ciples ought to bar the waY to this
useless and harmful middle-class
. . . Closing the road to the na-
tional bourgeoisie is, eertainlY,

r
the means whereby the vicissitu-
des of new-found in dependence
may be avoided, and with them the
decline of morals, the installing of
corruption within the country,
economic regression, and the im-
mediate disaster of an anti-demo-
ocratic regime depending on force
and intimidation. But it is also the
only means towards Progress."
(Ibd., pp. 141-143.)

Among Fanon's other ProPosals
are these:

Nationalization of the middle-
man's trading sector "in the first
few hours" by organizing whole-
sale and retail cooperatives on a

demoeratic basis;
Building a "trustworthy Politi-

cal party," not the tool of a leader

"but decentralized in the extreme"
with "give-and-take from the
bottom to the top and from the
top to the bottom," dedicated to
edueating the masses PoliticallY
and drawing them into Public
life, with full equalitY for women
in the school, factory and Par-
liament, and with the objective
of de-tribalizing and unifying the
nation;

Making the back-country, the
villages and countrYside, "the
most priviledged Part of the
country," and setting uP regional
organizations and offcials "who
have full authority to do everY-
thing in their power to awaken
such a region, to bring life to it
and to hasten the growth of con-
sciousness in it . . .";

Natonalization of the army, edu-
eating it politically, eliminating
professional soldiers and reducing
permanent officers to a minimum,
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and simultaneously increasing the socio-economic peculiarities of dif-
militia; ferent countries. Fanon's is no

Promulgation of an economic exception. yet one African com-
proS:ram "which has been worked mentator considers his "analysis
out by revolutionary leaders and of the nature of the task of achiev-
taken up with full understanding ing complete nationar independ-
and enthusiasm by the masses." ence rests on solid foundations,,'

" Po,siti,oe N eutrali,smi'

Fanon proposed a flexible and
diversified foreign policS for the
newly independent countries. He
believed that in their initial
phase they should adopt a policy
of "positive neutralism,, vis-a-vis
the socialist-versus-imperialism
struggle, but at a later stage
should take the world strategy of
coalition into account by confront-
ing the imperialist camp wlth a
third neutral coalition in alliance
with the socialist countries. ,,The

wolves must no longer flnd isolated
lambs to prey upon. Imperialism
must be blocked in all its attempts
to strengthen itself." (Toword
the Afri,can Reaolution, p. 126.)

He urged solidarity with all
national liberation struggles, and
the struggle for African unity
with volunteer African military
forces aiding all African countries
in need of such aid. African
unity he defined as "a principle
on the basis of which it is pro-
posed to achieve the United States
of Africa without passing through
the middle-class, chauvinistic na-
tional phase with its processon of
wars and death-toll." (Ibid., p.
187.)

No comprehensive program for
liberation from colonialism and
neo-colonialism should be expected
to cover all the historical and

and that if Africa's patriot reso-
Iutely follow Fanon's advice
with regard to the necessity for
extreme vigilance, for organizing
and educating the masses, and for
advancing steadily toward social-
ism, "there is little that can im-
pede our continent's movement
towards a bright independent
future." (A. Langa, The Afri,cam
Communist,2nd Quarter, 1g66, pp.
80-85.)

Certain contradictory state-
ments and ambiguities in Fanon,s
writings, however, have given rise
to misconceptions. One is the view
that he advocated a so-ealled "race
war" between colored peoples of
the Third W'orld and white peoples
of Europe and North America,
an idea being assiduously circu-
lated nowadays with the blessings
of imperialism. Such a view of
Fanon's work is erroneous. Fanon
was an implacable foe af racism
of whatever variety. True, his
writings are directed primarily
to colored peoples, especially Afri-
cans and African-descended peo-
ples, but they are also full of
acute instructive observations for
white men and women striving
to throw off the racist blight and
to salvage some of the human
eontent of Western civilization.

Redistribution of Wealth

Fanon gave utterance, not to
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raeism, but to a denunciation of
imperialism when he condemned
the "ostentatious," "scandalous"
opulence of Europe co,nfronting
the inhuman poverty and shrunken
bellies of the under-developed
regions.

The well-being and the progress
of Europe have been bu,ilt up with
the sweat and the dead bodies of
Negtoes, Arabs, Indians and the
yellow races . . . Wh;t counts to-
day, the question which is looming
on the horizon is the need for a
redistribution of wealth. Humanity
must reply to this question, or be
shaken to pieces hy it The
health of the irnperial countries is
our wealth too . . . Europe is liter-
ally the creation of the Third
'World. The wealth which smothers
her is that which was stolen from
the under-developed countries . , .

So when we hear the head of a
European state declare with his
hand on his heart that he must
come to the help of the poor under-
developed peoples, we do not tremble
with gratitude. Quite the contrary
we s&Vr t'It's a just reparation
which will be paid to us." (The
Wretcha(l of the Earth, pp. 76-81.)

This "just reparation," this
redistribution, of wealth, this
Eenuine aid in the form of capital
of all kinds, technicians, engi-
neers, skilled mechanics whieh the
underdeveloped countries need so

desperately, is not to come through
race war, but with the aid of
the European masses.

The Third 'lVorld does not mean
to organiz,e a great crusade of
hunger against the vrhole of Eu-
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rope. What it expects from those
who for centuries have kept it in
slavery is that they will help to
rehabilitate mankind, and make
man victorious everywhere, once
and for all This huge task
. will tre camied out with the
indispensable help of the European
peoples, who themselves must first
tealize that in the past they have
often joined the ranks of our com-
mon masters where colonial ques-
tions were concerned. To achieve
this, the European peoples must
first decide to wake up and shake
themselves, use their brains, and
stop playing t}le stupid game of
Sleeping Beauty. (I6id., p. 83.)

Aru)gsis of Racism

Fanon's first wo,rk analyzing
racism, finished at the age of 28
and initially intended as a thesis
for his rnedlical degree, forth-
rightly declares: "The Negro
problem does not resolve itself
into the problem of Negroes liv-
ing among white men but rather
of Negroes exploited, enslaved,
despised by a colonialist, capital-
ist society that is only accidentally
white." (Bla,clr Ski,n, Whi,te
Masks, p. 202.) This the root-
idea of his definitions of racism,
which he saw as "only one ele-
ment of a vaster whole: that of
the systematized oppression of a
people." Its objective is "no longer
the individual man but a certain
form of existing Race pre-
judice in fact obeys a flawless
logic. A country that lives, draws
its substance from the exPloita-
tion of other peoples, makes these
people inferior. Race prejudice
applied to those peoples is normal."
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(Toward, the Afrtcon Reoolution,
pp. 32-41.) Therefore, Western
Europe, South Africa, the United
States of America, "every colo-
nialist group is racist."

Moreover, "anti-Jewish pre-
judice is no diferent from anti-
Negro prejudice. A society has
race prejudice or it has not.
There are no degrees of preju-
dice." And Fanon is as merciless
in his condemnation of black men
who preaeh hatred of Arabs, Jews,
Asians and white men in general,
as against Arabs wlho despise
black men and Jews, or white men
and Jews who hate Arabs and
black men.

In his writings on the Algerian
revolution he tells how the over-
whelming majority of Algerian
Jews fought alongside the Arabs
against the F rench, how many
French settlers performed deeds
of heroism on behalf of the Al-
gerian revolutionists, how many
French intellectuals, students,
Communists, democrats suffered
torture and prison as members of
or sympathizers with the rebel-
lion. It is the spread of racism
among the French masses that
distressed him most, and he la-
mented what he saw as mistakes
and weaknesses of the French
Communist party.

Later, in The Wretched, ol th,e
Earth, he castigates the Senegal-
ese who persecute the Sudanese,
the Ghanians who attacked Ni-
gerians, the propagation by the
African bourgeoisie of racist
ideas. His solution to the problems
of raeism and the neuroses it
has inflicted on exploited and ex-
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ploiter alike, is the "restructur-
ing" of racist societies, the ending
of exploitative social systems.

Another misconception of Fa-
non's work manifests itself in the
attempt in some circles to apply
it uncritically to the national
liberation struggles in the United
States of America. Among a num-
ber of young black men and wom-
en, Fanou is accorded a rever-
ence shared only by Malcolm X.
For much of his experience and

'rttudies finds instant comprehen-
sion and empathy among this
country's oppressed and exploited
people of African descent. Many
of the examples and anecdotes of
his case-histories are to be found
in replica in Mississippi or Geor-
gia and the ghettos of the West
and North. He considered the
growing tendency of African-
descended peoples to unravel the
Iong-suppressed background of
African cultures, and to adopt
their history and bring to light
the heroism and humaneness of
Afriean cultures, and to adopt
Africanisms in dress and gesture,
a necessary subjective experience
in preparation for the battles to
transform society, a spur to pride
and confidence and militancy.

Views on U.S.A.

But Fanon recognized that the
solution of our problems is not the
same as that of the problems of
the African peoples. "The test
cases whereby both whites and
blacks in America try to drive
back racial discrimination have
very little in eommon in their
principles and objeetives with the
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heroic fight of the Angolan peo-
ple against the detestable Portu-
guese colonialism." (The Wretch,-
ed of the Darth, p. L74.) He ex-
pressed more optimism concern-
ing the final outcome of this joint
struggle of whites and blacks in
America than is currently voiced
by people who think the solution
will come through racial conflict.

In Black Skin, White Masks
(pp.22L-222) he considered that
"the American Negro is cast in a
different play. There are laws
that, little by little, are invali-
dated under the Constitution.
There are other laws that forbid
certain forms of discrimination
. There is war, there are de-
feats, truces, victories . . . a monu-
ment is slowly being built that
promises to be majestic. And at
the top of this monument, I can
already see a white man and a
black man hand in hand."

Unmistakably, if sections of his
work are not lifted out of context
but are considered in the totality
of his ouUook, Fanon believed the
solution of the problems of na-
tional Iiberation in the United
States would be achieved, not
through separatist racial confron-
tations, but by the united action
of whites and blacks in forging a
new social system cleansed of
racism, stripped of colonial pos-
sessions, and freed of the institu-
tions that breed selfishness and
the exploitation of man Iy man.

Fanon was profoundly influ-
enced by Marx, and Marxists find
basic agreement with many of his
observations and conclusions.
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There are, however, wide gaps in
his reading-he gives no indiea-
tion of acquaintance with Lenin's
works, or with the experience of
the socialist countries in solving
the problems of national libera-
tion and the liquidation of colo-
nialism, or with the many contem-
porary works on these matters in
Marxist literature. Marxists will
object to a number of his formula-
tions. Exception must be taken
particularly to his underestima-
tion of the revolutionary potential
and role of both the African and
the European working classes,
without which the prospects of
Africa's liberation would be bleak
indeed. Moreover, in so far as the
working class' revolutionary role
and influence is concerned, he
quite overlooked the growing
might of the socialist countries
as a source of guidanee and as-
sistance to those under-developed
regions where the working class
has been stunted by colonialism.
His thinking was bedeviled by
eclecticism and his ideas about
race and nation were never rid of
psychoanalytical and idealist con-
cepts.

Yet, Fanon's reputation and in-
fluence are growing throughout
the colonialist countries as well as
in the Third World. His life and
thought were directed against
imperialism and racism at a time
when these manifestations of
inhumanity are under attack by
the overwhelming majority of
mankind. His example and much
of his thought are recognized as
eontributions to the emancipatory
struggle of all peoples.
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