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I. INTRODUCTION

Our country and its people rapidly
are approaching a crisis.

e The storm clouds of a major
economic depression are nearly upon
us.

e Our nation’s foreign policy is
leading us to disaster.

e Our traditional liberties are van-
ishing, being replaced with the tyr-
anny of McCarthyism.

The American people face the dan-
ger that everything they believe in,
everything they want this great land
to be, is being turned into its oppo-
site.

At a time of great national fear
and anxiety the Communist Party
submits this Program as an appeal
to reason, an appeal to the common
sense and basic interests of our fel-
low Americans. The crisis of our na-

* This program was ratified unanimously by
the delegates to the Party’s National Election
Conference, held in New York City, August 7-8,

tion cannot be resolved by any one
group alone. Therefore, we offer this
Program for the consideration of the
working class and all Americans who
arc concerned with the welfare of
our country.

We are convinced that only the
widest unity of the American people
can avert the disaster of economic
ruin, fascism and war. Only the most
open-minded and deep-going demo-
cratic debate can produce such unity.

Toward that end we submit this
Program.

II. THE LOOMING
DEPRESSION—THE DANGER
OF HARD TIMES

Ours is a great land. The Ameri-
can people are proud of its inventive
genius, its technical know-how, its
tremendous industrial machine and
vast natural resources. One would,
therefore, expect to find among the
people a sense of confidence in the
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future. But such is not the case.
Whether in the huge shops of De-
roit or the vast farmlands of Ne-
braska, there is a gnawing fear of
impending economic ruin.

There is indeed cause for alarm.
Signs of an approaching economic
crisis are increasing. Production is
falling. Unemployment is growing.
Weekly earnings are declining as
overtime pay disappears and pay
rates are cut. The full extent of un-
employment is masked as millions
work a short week. Small business
bankruptcies are multiplying. Ware-
houses are loaded with $8o billions
of unsold goods, while the American
people still owe the unprecedented
amount of $27 billions on installment
purchases.

The farmers are once again being
caught in the desperate squeeze be-
tween high production costs and
falling farm income. The crisis in
agriculture is already well advanced,
spelling ruin for many thousands of
small and middle-sized farm fami-
lies, and uprooting share croppers,
tenants, and farm laborers from the
land.

The needs of the people could
casily absorb all that America can
produce. But human needs and fab-
ulous profits are opposite things. The
corporations reap huge profits from
the people’s skill and labor. Corpo-
ration profits rose from $6% billions
in 1939 to $45 billions in 1953. In
contrast, the Government’s Bureau
of Labor Statistics admits that more
than one-half of all American fami-
lies cannot afford to buy the mini-

mum requirements for decent, health-
ful living.

Since World War II, Big Business
and the Government have consid-
ered renewed arms production as the
panacea to prevent depression and
to keep profits high. Military ex-
penditures have increased more than
twenty times since 1939.

But this is no "answer. The in-
creased expenditures for armaments
and war are paid for by increased
taxes and higher prices taken from
the pockets of the people. Taxes to-
day are more than twelve times
higher than in 1939. The cost of liv-
ing has more than doubled. Thus the
real wages and buying power of the
workers and farmers have been cut.
“Cold war” politics also led to an
embargo on trade with one-third of
the world—the Soviet Union, China
and Eastern Europe. This reduced
the ability to sell American goods
abroad. Finally, the over-expansion
of the armament industries makes
ever larger appropriations necessary
to keep them going.

The arms economy is proving to
be not the road to prosperity, but to
economic ruin.

Big Business has no remedy for
the chronic threat of economic crisis.
It knows only one way to keep its
industrial plants running and its lush
profits flowing—by bigger war prep-
arations, leading to ever more bar-
baric wars.

The arms economy is strengthen-
ing the big monopolies at the expense
of the nation—particularly of labor,
the working farmers and small and
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middle-sized business. A few giant
corporations have a stranglehold on
the nation’s industries. This hold is
even [urther strengthened by the
Administration’s “give-away” pro-
gram to the monopolists.

There is an ever greater subordi-
nation of government to Big Busi-
ness. The Eisenhower Administra-
tion is an administration of, by and
for Big Business. Corporate wealth
—General Motors, U.S. Steel, Stand-
ard Oil and du Pont—America’s big-
gest, richest and greediest trusts, run
the U.S. Government just as surely
as they run their own corporations,
and for the same end of ever more
exorbitant profits.

The monopolists are planning to
turn the approaching economic cri-
sis to their own advantage. They are
preparing to put the American peo-
ple through the wringer. They will
throw more millions of workers on
the streets and attempt to further
speed-up and cut the wages of those
employed. They strive to reduce their
own taxes while keeping them high
for the lower income brackets. They
want to crush and wipe out litle
business, to force millions of small
farmers off the land, to push the
small owner to the wall and to fore-
close on his home and property.
They want to intensify the exploita-
tion and oppression of the Negro
people whose hard won gains are
threatened. They want to put more
of our youth into uniform and drive
working women out of industry. In
short, they want to place the burden
of hard times on the backs of the

I’

“little people.” This is what they
mean when they speak of “limited
recession” or ‘“‘economic readjust-
ment.”

Above all, the monopolists will
seek to use the approaching econom-
ic crisis to accelerate their drive for
more and more armaments and for
war.

But the American people are no
longer going to accept hard times as
just “hard luck,” or as the process
by which individuals are made
“rugged” under capitalism. They re-
fuse to blame themselves or fate for
mass unemployment. They expect
the economic system and the Gov-
ernment to guarantee them jobs at
a living wage as workers, and a liv-
ing income as farmers.

This very dread of economic de-
pression is cleverly utilized by Wall
Street to sell its “defense” program
to the country as one to prevent de-
pression and to safeguard peace.
However, Big Business now fears
the indignation and wrath of the
people when they learn that they
have been hoodwinked.

III. THE CRISIS IN US.
FOREIGN POLICY—
THE DANGER OF WAR

This nation’s foreign policy since
World War II can only lead to dis-
aster. It is meeting with failure and
defeat because it conflicts with the
national interests of the American
people and the cherished aspirations
of all mankind for peace, national
freedom and higher living standards.



The Wall Street trusts and cartels
have set their course on completely
dominating the nations, the markets
and the resources of the entire globe.
This they aim to do by a combina-
tion of bribery, cajolery, intimidation,
political and military intervention
and ultimately world war. This is
the real cause for our Government's
reactionary foreign policy.

This explains the continued brand-
ishing of the A- and H-bombs in
the face of an alarmed and aroused
world opinion. It explains the aggres-
sive NATO war alliance, the head-
long rush to rearm West Germany
and Japan, and the building of
air bases and military installations
around the world. It explains our in-
tervention in Greece, our war in
Korea, our attempt to expand the
war in Indo-China and the military
and financial aid given to the oppres-
sors and butchers of the peoples of
Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

Our country, which won its na-
tional freedom in a great revolution-
ary war against despotic colonialism,
now strives to prevent other peoples
from having their 1776. Our econom-
ic royalists shout “Communism,” but
what they are after is the tungsten
of Korea, the rubber of Indo-China,
the oil of Iran and Venezuela, the
diamonds and gold of South Africa,
the sugar of Cuba and Puerto Rico,
the bauxite of Guiana, the fruit of
Guatemala, the nitrate and copper of
Chile, the tin of Bolivia, and the im-
mense super-profits  derived from
cheap colonial labor everywhere.

The recent brazen overthrow of
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the legally elected government of
Guatemala by the armed puppets of
the U.S. State Department and the
United Fruit Co. gives the lie to
Washington’s protestations of anti-
colonialism. Wall St. considers Latin
America the chief base of U.S. co-
lonialism and the chief source of
colonial super-profits. The Eisenhow-
er-Dulles policy towards Latin Amer-
ica represents a return to “Big Stick”
dollar diplomacy and the complete
scuttling of the progressive features
of the Good Neighbor policy.

No longer are the democratic
forces of the world our allies and
friends. Our new found “friends”
are the nazis of West Germany, the
militarists of Japan, the Franco fas-
cist regime in Spain, the Chiang Kai-
shek clique in Formosa, the white-
supremacists of South Africa, and the
military dictators of Latin America.

The failure of U.S. foreign policy
is expressed not only in the loss of
allies for Wall Street but in the loss
of honor for America. This policy is
destroying our country’s good name.
It is pitting our country against the
entire world and thereby reaping a
whirlwind of hatred for America.

Powerful social forces are at work
in the world that will not accept
Wall Street dictation or domination.
One third of mankind is emancipated
from imperialist oppression and cap-
italist exploitation and has raken the
path of Socialism. The rise of the
Soviet Union, its tremendous indus-
trial and cultural advance, the vic-
tory of the Chinese people and the
peoples of Eastern Europe, prove that
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Socialism is here to stay and is in-
destructible.

At the same time, the colonial and
dependent countries refuse to con-
tinue in conditions of national op-
pression, or to let their resources be
exploited for the benefit of imperial-
ism. They are intensifying their
struggle for national independence.

The more economically advanced
capitalist countries are likewise im-
pelled to assert their national inde-
pendence, to break away from the
grip of Wall Street. They desperate-
ly nced foreign markets to keep
their industries running. U.S. cap-
italism cannot provide these. Instead,
Wall Street seeks to monopolize all
capitalist world markets for itself.
Thus, these other capitalist nations
are compelled to enter into ever
fiercer competition with U.S. capital
and to seek profitable trade with the
Soviet Union and the other socialist
countries.

The “cold war” is the attempt to
turn back the clock of history, to
prepare a war for world domination
behind the Big Lie of Soviet aggres-
sion. This Big Lic has been taken
directly from Hitler’s arsenal. For
the truth is that the Soviet Union, as
a socialist country, is opposed to ag-
gression, holds inviolable the rights
of nations and peoples to self-deter-
mination, champions the cause of
peace and bases its foreign policy on
the principle that the peaceful co-
existence of capitalist and socialist
countries is both possible and nec-
essary.

Wall Street has done all in its

power to build a world-wide capital-
ist coalition against the Soviet Union.
But this coalition faces increased op-
position from the peace-loving peo-
ples and internal division from sharp-
ening capitalist rivalries. It is now in
a crisis. The people of the world do
not intend to goose-step to the mar-
tial music of Wall Street. Wall
Street’s plan of world conquest is
doomed to defeat.

The American people, too, with
growing vigor, have made known
their desire for peace. They demand-
ed an end to the war in Korea. They
spoke out in horror at the threat of
A- and H-bomb destruction. Their
mass protest helped prevent military
intervention in Indo-China,

The defeats suffered by Wall
Street’s foreign policy, especially the
ending of the Korean and Indo-
China wars, have led to a certain
easing of world tension. This opens
the possibility of putting an end to
the “cold war” altogether.

But the Eisenhower-Dulles-Mc-
Carthy forces are striving desperate-
ly to foment war hysteria and aggra-
vate world tensions. They are deter-
mined to block peaceful negotiations.
Thus the present danger of war will
continue to exist so long as the pres-
ent insane war policy prevails. Only
by their resolute struggle for a
change in our country’s foreign pol-
icy will the American people help
achieve a further easing of world
tensions. Only a policy of peaceful
co-existence will ensure a lasting
peace.
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IV. THE MENACE OF Mec-
CARTHYISM—THE GROWING
DANGER OF FASCISM

Hand in hand with the drive to-
ward war has been the attack on our
democratic heritage.

McCarthyism is on a rampage. It
is trying to brow-beat into submis-
sion every independent point of
view, every thinking person. It burns
books and destroys art and culture.
It aims to smash the labor move-
ment, to further enslave the Negro
people, to stir up racism and anti-
Semitism, to gag and brutalize the
young generation, and to wipe out
all vestiges of liberty. McCarthyism
seeks to turn America into a land of
yes-men and informers, a land where
patriotism is replaced with jingoism,
independent thought with conform-
ity, courage with servility.

The victims of the witch-hunt are
many. They are in the first place
Communists, but they also include
men and women of varied political
views. They are leaders of labor and
the Negro people. They are the for-
eign born. They are men and wom-
en of science, gifted writers and art-
ists, prominent churchmen and ed-
ucators.

The gradual whittding away of our
basic democratic liberties is not some
post-war madness which will pass of
itself. It represents an ominous and
monstrous trend toward a full-
fledged police-state and fascism. The
McCarthys and McCarrans are not
merely publicity-secking demagogues.
They are the conscious creatures of

powerful ultra-reactionary monopoly
interests. McCarthyism is the ugly
face of American Hitlerism, Ameri-
can fascism.

McCarthyism aims to impose fas-
cism on the country, to take it over
through a program of unbridled in-
timidation and demagogy. It aims
to transform the present increasingly
reactionary Republican Administra-
tion into an outright fascist govern-
ment.

On its part, the present Republican
Administration, despite certain dis-
agreements with McCarthy, is itself
embracing McCarthyism. The es-
sence of the Eisenhower-Brownell
program is the ruthless destruction
of democratic liberties.

The attack upon democratic lib-
erties these past years has been an
integral part of the preparations of
Wall Street for its war for world do-
mination. It was designed to divide
the country, to break up the popular
majority that stood for President
Roosevelt’s policy of peaceful co-
existence with the Soviet Union.

The witch-hunts, the attack on
the Communists, on the whole New
Deal and Fair Deal, has nothing to
do with protecting the nation’s secur-
ity. It is an expression of ruling class
fear of the re-emergence of the pro-
gressive majority in which the Amer-
ican Communists were a part and a
stimulating force.

To force this country through a
depression and into a war, the ruling
class needs fascist conformity, apathy,
terrorized and submissive Ameri-
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cans. This is the meaning of Mec-
Carthyism.

Why has McCarthyism made such
alarming inroads in American life?
The last convention of the United
Auto Workers-C. 1. O. correctly
noted that “under the guise of pro-
tecting us from the Communists”
the worst villainy has become pos-
sible.  McCarthy’s shady financial
deals, Nixon’s slush funds, the Big
Business looting of the public treas-
ury in lush defense contracts and in
tax, property, land and oil steals,
have all been gotten away with un-
der the guise of fighting Commu-
nism. Anti-Communism has become
the biggest and best paying racket
in the country. The American peo-
ple are paying for this. They may
pay for it even more dearly—with
their very lives and liberties.

It is the Big Lie, the lie that the
Soviet Union menaces this nation
and that Communists are foreign
ageats, which has made possible the
inroads of McCarthyism. McCarthy-
ism has been able to utilize this lie
to frighten and intimidate the coun-
try. The responsibility for this rests
largely on those who helped culti-
vate and perpetrate the Big Lie. This
includes the Truman Administra-
tion and the A. F. of L. and C.I.O.
top leadership. By their propagation
of the hoax of the “Communist
menace,” they have helped transform
McCarthyism from an insignificant
contemptible worm into a dangerous
and venomous rattlesnake.

Accepting the Big Lie, many of
McCarthy’s opponents say that they

challenge only his fascist “methods
while agreeing with his anti-Com-
munist  “objectives.” This stands
everything on its head. McCarthy’s
objective is fascism; his method
anti-Communism.

The danger which confronts this
country is that of McCarthyism,
of fascism. It can be defeated
only when progressive Americans,
whether they agree or disagree with
Communism, begin to realize that
Communism is not the issue in this
country today or in the near future.
The false issue of Communism has
been cunningly injected and kept
alive in order to distract the people
from the real issue which confronts
them, the imminent black-out of all
constitutional liberties and the brutal
imposition of an American type of
fascism. This was the method of
Hitlerism. It is the method of Mec-
Carthyism.

The danger of McCarthyism, of
American fascism, is real, grave and
growing. To defeat this menace, to
safeguard peace and the democratic
rights of the American people is the
first task of the hour. This task is
now being taken up by millions.
The rising tide of struggle against
McCarthyism is evidence that the
people can defeat this evil threat and
maintain our cherished democratic
liberties.

V. THE CRIME OF NEGRO
OPPRESSION—THREAT TO
THE RIGHTS OF ALL

McCarthyism finds ready allies
among the Dixiecrats and white
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supremacists. It builds upon and
merges with an evil of long standing
in our national life—the oppression
of sixteen million Negro people.

Ninety years after the abolition of
slavery the Negro people are still
denied their democratic rights. They
are subjected to a ruthless system of
segregation and discrimination in
employment, housing, public serv-
ices, education and recreation. Jim
Crow laws and white supremacy
practices abuse the citizenship rights
of Negroes and operate to nullify the
Constitutional protections of the 13th,
14th and 15th Amendments.

In the South, this brutal system
of oppression has its most barbarous
expression. Here, though the Negro
people are a majority of the popula-
tion in large areas of several states,
counties, and cities, they are largely
disfranchised and deprived of real
representation in government.

The growing menace of Mc-
Carthyism confronts the Negro peo-
ple with a new and grave danger.
The drive toward fascism and war
threatens to block further progress

toward economic, political, and so- .

cial equality and imperils the very
existence of the limited rights thus
far attained.

McCarthyism would mean the in-
creased impoverishment of the Ne-
gro sharecroppers, tenant, and inde-
pendent farmers and their disposses-
sion from the land without oppor-
tunities for employment. It would
mean the further depression of the
already lower wage standards, the
retention of “lily-white” shops and

the denial of skilled jobs. It would
bring about the mass firing of Ne-
gro workers and the further driving
of Negro women out of industry. It
would even further restrict the
meager business and professional op-
portunities of the Negro middle
class and youth. It would result in
the increased denial of the right to
vote and to hold elective and appoin-
tive public office. It would intensify
segregation and discrimination in
education, housing, hospitalization,
transportation, etc.

The present assault upon constitu-
tional and popular liberties would
also destroy the democratic organ-
izations of the Negro people and
take away the right to organize, to
assemble, to petition and struggle
for a redress of grievances. Such are
the new dangers that confront the
Negro people. '

The 300-year-old struggle of the
Negro people for national liberation
and equal rights is a glorious part
of our democratic heritage, insepar-
able from the overall democratic
struggle of the American people. In
the course of this struggle the unity
of the Negro people has grown,
their organizational strength has de-
veloped and their conscious determi-
nation to achieve full freedom and
equality becomes ever more resolute.

This valiant fight has increasingly
received the support of democratic-
minded white masses, especially the
working class. As a result, a number
of important gains have been made
despite the most savage and deter-
mined resistance of the ruling class.
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The highly important legal victory
against scgregation in education is a
testament to the strength of the Ne-
gro people’s movement. The de-
veloping Negro-labor alliance is the
strategic key for future victories.

The historic example of the So-
viet Union which has wiped out
every vestige of national and racial
oppression in its own land, the vic-
tory of the Chinese people, the
mighty rise of the colonial liberation
movement throughout the world, are
powerful new factors which favor
the cause of Negro freedom.

The white supremacist laws and
practices in our country dishonor it
in the eyes of the world. They expose
the democratic pretensions of our rul-
ing circles as shallow hypocrisy. This
has given added international sig-
nificance to the Negro liberation
struggle and enhances the possibil-
ities of winning further victories.

Confronted with these world de-
velopments and under the impact of
the Negro liberation movement, the
Eisenhower Administration pretends
to be a friend of the Negro people
and reluctantly makes certain con-
cessions to them. In this way it seeks
to head off the militant struggles of
the Negro people and their white al-
lies for Negro equality and to bol-
ster the tottering prestige of Ameri-
can imperialism in the eyes of the
entire world, particularly of the
Asian, African and Latin-American
peoples. But the basic roots of Ne-
gro oppression continue in force
while the Administration’s ruthless
assault upon civil liberties under-

mines the very democratic founda-
tion without which Negro freedom
is impossible.

The entire American people are
paying a terrible price for the shame
of Jim Crow. This price is added
to the humiliation and oppression
heaped upon the Negro people.

If there were no oppression of the
Negro people in our land, there
would be no wage differentials be-
tween North and South and between
Negro and white. Thus Southern
white workers, together with their
Negro brothers and sisters, would
receive higher wages, while North-
ern labor would put an end to run-
away shops and Southern cheap la-
bor competition. In this way wage
levels could be raised for the whole
country.

If there were no oppression of the
Negro people the shadows of the
semi-slave plantation system would
be lifted for all toiling farmers and
the foundations firmly laid for
struggle to raise the standard of liv-
ing on the countryside.

If there were no denial of the right
to vote to Negroes in the South the
entire Southern electorate would be
greatly increased and all progressive
forces strengthened. If from South-
ern areas of Negro majority the pre-
sent poll-tax Congressmen were re-
placed with direct representatives of
the Negro people, the democratic
and representative character of Con-
gress would be markedly improved.
There would also be a better chance
to get improved social security legis-
lation, price and rent controls, more
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federal aid to education, a federal
housing program, greater aid for the
unemployed and the aged, far more
equitable tax laws, the elimination
of Jim Crow laws and practices of
segregation and discrimination, and
a restoration and extension of civil
liberties and civil rights.

The Negro people must have their
freedom because it is their right.
They should have it because all
America has a stake in it, stands
to gain by it.

VI. THE COMMUNIST PRO-
GRAM FOR JOBS, PEACE,
EQUAL RIGHTS AND
DEMOCRACY

The American Communists pro-
pose for our nation a five-point pro-
gram of Human Welfare, Demo-
cratic Freedoms, and Peaceful Co-
existence.

1. Raise the Purchasing Power of
the People and Curb the Power
and Profits of the Trusts!

To combat depression we urge the
defeat of all wage-cut attempts and
a militant struggle by labor to raise
wages on all levels, to shorten the
work-week without a reduction in
weekly earnings, and to curb speed-
up. We oppose the Eisenhower pol-
icy of tax relief for the rich. We de-
mand a drastic revision of this pol-
icy and a shift of the tax burden to
the monopolists. We oppose the Ad-
ministration’s “give away” of our
nation’s natural resources and pub-
licly financed utilities and industrial
plants to the monopolists. We advo-
cate the lowering of consumer prices,

and an end to rent gouging.

An anti-depression program re-
quires government protection of
home owners, small farmers and
small business from mortgage fore-
closures and bankruptcy. It requires
a government guarantee of 100 per
cent price parity and crop insurance
for small and middle-sized farmers,
and government loans and credit at
Iow interest rates to small business
and needy farmers.

To end the economic backward-
ness of the South and to raise the
purchasing power of the people of
that region, the government should
institute agricultural reform meas-
ures aimed at helping the sharecrop-
pers and tenant farmers, Negro and
white, to become independent pro-
ducers who own the soil they dill
The wage diflerentials between
North and South and between men
and women workers should be
ended and equal pay for equal work
guaranteed to all, regardless of race,
nationality, religion, sex, age or polit-
ical belief.

2. Spend for Human Welfare, not
Warfare; for Homes and Schools,
not Bombs and Bartleships!

The government has the respons-
ibility to guarantee jobs and living
standards. The giant plants which
have been erected for the production
of planes, tanks, atom and hydrogen
bombs for war, need not be shut
down. They can be converted to
peacetime uses. For example, the
giant war-time aircraft plants can
be converted into huge factories for
producing pre-fabricated homes on
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an assembly line basis. A govern-
ment-supported program of this kind
can produce a minimum of 1,500,
000 additional modern private dwel-
lings a year. This would help wipe
out the ratinfested firestraps in
which so many of our people live
and die. The government which built
these giant war producing plants
with the people’s money must guar-
antee their continued operation, but
for peaceful purposes. If private in-
dustry cannot or will not do so, the
government can and must!

We propose a substantial increase
in unemployment and old-age bene-
fits, including the payment of unem-
ployment insurance to new job
seckers. We advocate special meas-
ures to keep our youth from becom-
ing a jobless generation and to guar-
antee all our youth free and equal
educational opportunities. We urge
the labor movement to carry on a
struggle against the mass ousting of
women from industry and a pro-
gram to protect women’s economic
rights. We call for a federal health
program, and a largescale federal
program of public school construc-
tion, flood and drought control, con-
servation, power dam development
and rural road building.

3. End the “Cold War” and Pro-
mote Friendship and Tradel
There can be no hope for a lasting

peace and world disarmament with-

out accepting the principle of peace-
ful co-existence between the capitalist

U.S.A. and the socialist Soviet Un-

ion and People’s China. This is

necessary whether one agrees or disa-

grees with Socialism, whether one
likes or dislikes these countries.

Peaceful co-existence does not pre-
clude, but includes, a peaceful com-
petition between the different social
systems. It does exclude, however,
a settlement by force of arms of the
question as to which social system is
superior.

To ease world tension and to re-
store the United Nations as an in-
strument for lasting peace we pro-
pose:

A return to President Roosevelt’s
policy of big power negotiation and
agreement. This must include the
admission of People’s China, the
established and effective government
of the great Chinese nation, to the
U.N. and its recognition by the U.S.

An end to the arms race and to
the policy of encircling the globe
with U.S. military bases. What is
needed is a world ban on the use of
all atomic weapons and an agree-
ment for a drastic reduction in all
types of armaments. We oppose the
militarization of our youth and
Universal Military Training.

The widest promotion of peaceful
world trade. Our country, in its own
interests, must take advantage of
the immense markets for American
goeds available in the Soviet Union,
China and Eastern FEurope. These
markets can provide millions of jobs
for American workmen for years to
come. We favor the extension of
credit to bolster world trade and to
help overcome the hunger and un-
der-development of the colonial
lands. The colonial and semi-colonial
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countries need machine tools, agri-
cultural implements and farm pro-
ducts. But they rightfully reject
fraudulent “Point 4” programs which
aim at robbing them of their na-
tional independence, natural re-
sources, and keeping them as back-
ward hinterlands.

An end to the policy of remilitariz-
ing West Germany and Japan. The
lessons of World War II prove that
a remilitarized Germany is a threat
to world peace and to the security of
the US. We stand for a united,
democratic and peaceful Germany.

No intervention in the internal af-
fairs of other nations and the recog-
nition of the right of all nations to
govern themselves. This means an
end to the Dulles policy of instigat-
ing civil wars in other countries and
of aiding the oppressors of the colo-
nial peoples of Indo-China and of
all Africa and Asia. This also means
freedom and independence to the
peoples enslaved in America’s colo-
nial empire and its military bases
scattered throughout the world. We
support the struggle of the Guate-
malan people for the restoration of
their national independence and
democratic liberties and for an end
to the illegal rule of the Wall Street-
United Fruit Company puppet dic-
tatorship. We favor full and uncon-
ditional independence for Puerto
Rico; full equality and democratic
rights for Hawaii; and complete
political and economic freedom for
the Philippines. We support the
struggles for national independence
of the peoples of the Arab states and

of Israel, and the cause of Arab-
Jewish harmony in the fight for
peace and national freedom. The
right of all nations to restrict and
control all foreign investments on
their territories should be recognized
and respected. We favor a policy of
the good neighbor to the Latin
American lands and to all nations.
4. Defend and Strengthen Democ-
racy!

We call for the defense of the Con-
stitution and its Bill of Rights, for
an end to the “dictatorship of fear,”
and for a turning back of the evil
tide of McCarthyism. This requires
the defense of the constitutional
rights of all, including the Commu-
nists. To deny the Communists their
constitutional rights is the first step
to denying these rights for all Amer-
icans. This is the lesson of Nazi
Germany. It is the lesson of the
witch-hunt in this country. Labor
leaders and former New Dealers are
learning that they cannot obtain im-
munity from the witch-hunters by
crawling on their knees and Red-
baiting. In the words of Benjamin
Franklin, “They that can give up es-
sential liberty to obtain a little tem-
porary safety deserve neither liberty
nor safety.”

We urge an end to the witch-
hunting, the abolition of all Con-
gressional  witch-hunt committees,
and the prosecution of their per-
jured informers, and a halt to the
Gestapo-like  political activities of
the F.B.I. Political arrests and depor-
tations must cease. Amnesty must be
granted to Eugene Dennis, Benjamin
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J. Davis, Gus Hall, and the other
Communist leaders and victims of
McCarthyism. The attempts to out-
law the Communist Party and to de-
prive Communists of their citizen-
ship rights must be defeated. The
Smith Act, McCarran Act, and the

McCarran-Walter Act should be re-

pealed.

Labor’s right to organize and
strike must be protected and all anti-
labor legislation such as the infamous
Taft-Hartley Act must be repealed
and defeated. Strike-breaking by
court injunctions or government
decrees should be stopped.

End discrimination against all
minority groups. Outlaw anti-Sem-
itism and wipe out all discrimina-
tion against Mexican-Americans,
Puerto Ricans and American In-
dians.

Academic freedom and freedom of
inquiry should be restored for
America’s youth. Young people
should be given the right to vote at
18. The time has come to end book-
burning and “know-nothingism,” to
put a stop to the cult of violence in
our movies, TV and literature, and
to promote culture for peace and
democracy.

5. Win Equal Rights for the Negro
People! For Full Economic, Pol-
ttical and Social Equality!

All progressive forces should give
full support to the valiant fight of
the Negro people for their rights.
This is necessary because the fight
for Negro freedom, for the rights
of all the Negro people, is an integral
part of the fight for democracy, for

peace, for the rights and living stand-
ards of labor and all the people.

We urge prompt federal action to
wipe out every form of discrimina-
tion in employment and job oppor-
tunities for Negro workers in Gov-
ernment service and industry. This
can help end the practice of hiring
Negro workers last and firing them
first, of denying them opportunities
for advancement as skilled workers,
or of employment as white-collar
worker or professionals. A federal
F.EP.C, strictly enforced, can help
prevent the corporations from pit-
ting one group of workers against
another and from reducing wage
standards for all workers.

We further urge federal legisla-
tion to outlaw poll-taxes and all
restrictions on  registration, voting
and election activity which operate
to disfranchise the Negro citizens in
the South.

We urge federal civil rights legis-
lation and executive and administra-
tive orders to outlaw lynching,
segregation and Jim Crow. We urge
an immediate end to segregation in
the educational system, health and
hospitalization services, in transpor-
tation and housing, in meeting
houses and public parks in the South
and throughout the land.

* * *

We call upon wage workers, work-
ing farmers, the Negro people, small
business and  professional  people,
upon the women and the youth, to
join hands in a common fight against
the ravages of economic depression,
against the menace of McCarthyism
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—for jobs, peace, equal rights and
democracy. We urge support for the
anti-depression demands of the A.
F.of L. and Cl.0., for the progres-
sive farm demands of the National
Farmers Union, for the democratic
demands of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored
People, for cvery proposal, cvery
action, which can help save our peo-
ple from threatening economic ruin,
fascism, and war.

VII. WHAT HAS TO BE DONE
—THE ROAD AHEAD

This Program for Jobs, Peace,
Equal Rights and Democracy is a
program for America. It can be real-
ized. It corresponds to the needs of
the people under circumstances in
which their liberties and living
standards are in imminent danger
of complete destruction and in which
they are not yet prepared to accept
Socialism as the way out.

The program outlined here cannot
do away with the planlessness and
recurring economic crises of capi-
talism. Only Socialism can do that.
This Program can help, however,
to delay the outbreak of an economic
depression and to cushion its blow
upon the people. It can save Amer-
ica from the clear and present danger
of McCarthyism—can block war and
fascism, save U.S. living standards,
and maintain democracy.

No one group in America can
achieve these things. The unity of
all democratic and peace-loving
forces is needed—unity on one issue,
or a score of issues—unity irrespec-

tive of ideological and political dif-
ferences on other questions and on
longer range goals.

If democratic unity is to be welded,
and in time, the decisive respons-
ibility rests upon the working class,
Organized labor must become the
propelling force of a broad popular
movement based upon the joint and
parallel action of the working class,
the working farmers, the Negro peo-
ple and small and middle-sized busi-
ness. Such a movement must also
include the nation’s professionals
and intellectuals; its women, youth
and nationality groups. This move-
ment, if it is to become fully effec-
tive, must include the Left and the
Communists who have a vital and
indispensable contribution to make.

Labor does not play a leading role
today. It does not give a clear and
firm lead because, due to the in-
fluence of Social Democracy, it is
unclear and divided itself, because
its own ranks are infected with Red-
baiting and the “cold war,” because
its top leaders still pursue the wishes
of Big Business politicians.

The responsibility for this rests on
the official leadership of the major
trade-union centers, the A. F. of L.,
ClLO., Railroad Brotherhoods and
Mine Workers. By their support of
Wall Street’s foreign policy and the
anti-Commounist drive they have mis-
led the workers. The gap between
the policies of the labor leaders and
the interests and demands of the
workers has constantly widened.

The labor movement must change
its course if it is to save itself and
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help save the nation. It should
achieve ever greater united labor
action leading toward eventual or-
ganic unity. It should practice the
slogan, “an injury to one is an injury
to all.” This should govern the rela-
tionship of one section of labor to
another, and of the labor movement
to the farmers, the Negro people,
the professionals, intellectuals, and
small business people. This can be
achieved only by an alert and active
rank and file.

If the dangerous trend toward fas-
cism and war is to be checked and
reversed, there must take place a
great increase in the mass struggles
of the American people for a change
in governmental policy, both foreign
and domestic. Great popular move-
ments must be built for peace, for
democratic liberties, for equal rights,
and in defense of the living stand-
ards of the people. Every attack upon
the peace, liberty, or well being of
the people must be met in the shops,
communities and people’s organiza-
tions by increasingly united and
ever more militant action.

There are signs of a new awaken-
ing in our land. Larger sectiens of
the workers and of the people gen-
erally are beginning to speak up for
peace and for a program of peace-
time jobs. A powerful anti-McCarthy
grass-roots movement is developing.
The opposition to the Eisenhower
Administration is growing. The bit-
ter fruits of the war drive are bound
further to dispel many illusions. The
people are compelled to enter more
energetically and consciously into the

struggle to defend their living stand-
ards, their democratic liberties, and
their peace. The collision between
the people and the foreign and
domestic policies of McCarthyism
must grow in volume and intensity.

Important sections of the labor
movement are beginning to speak up
for peace, to struggle actively against
McCarthyism and are becoming in-
creasingly conscious of the life-and-
death need for labor unity. Some of
these are also beginning to point in
the direction of increased independ-
ent political action, are beginning to
think in terms of forming a great
political alliance under labor’s lead-
ership.

In addition to the popular move-
ment against McCarthyism, certain
groups of capital, reflecting rifts and
differences within the ranks of the
ruling class, are opposing—even
though inconsistently and unreliably
—the McCarthy program of fascism
and war. Such opposition is bound
to grow and play an increasing role
in the period ahead.

The immediate objective in 1954
must be to prevent the Eisenhower
Administration and Congress from
taking the country further down the
road of McCarthyism. Defeating
McCarthyism requires turning the
present Administration out of politi-
cal power, first by changing the com-
position of Congress in 1954, and
not only changes Administrations
tion in 1956. This requires a new
political majority so strong that it
not only changes Administrations,
but imposes on a new Congress and

I5
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a new Administration a new course
in domestic and foreign affairs.

The answer to our present national
plight is not a switch-back to another
Truman-type Administration. The
Truman Administration, by depart-
ing from Roosevelt’s foreign and
domestic policies, paved the way for
the Republicans to grab political
power, for McCarthyism to ride
roughshod over the nation, and for
the Wall Street war mongers to satu-
rate the capitalist world with mili-
tarism. What is needed is a new Ad-
ministration which starts to build
again where the New Deal left off.

Only the prospect of such a new
Administration can inspire and rally
the many millions of independent
voters in the ranks of labor, the Ne-
gro people, the farmers, and the
city middle classes, who when acting
together, constitute a new political
majority.

To unite a new political majority
for 1954 and 1956 requires recogni-
tion that the two-party system is still
the form through which the over-
whelming majority of the American
people now express themselves in
politics. Except in special local and
state situations, there is no imme-
diate prospect that decisively large
masses will break away from the ex-
isting two-party structure. Under
these circumstances the decisive sec-
tions of organized labor, without
which a mass third party is impos-
sible, are first attempting to fight
out the issues within the ranks of
the Democratic Party.

The key to both the crucial 1954

and 1956 elections lies in the ability
of organized labor to come forward
as a distinct political force even
within the framework of the present
two-party system. Labor must come
forward with its own clear-cut pro-
gressive program for the nation, its
own ties and alliances with other in-
dependent electoral forces, and its
own highly organized and efficient
election machinery. Its objective
must be to help bring about a re-
grouping and realignment within
the Democratic Party nationally and
within the Republican Party in lo-
cal areas.

The liberal and independent
voters cannot create a new majority
and defeat McCarthyism by giving
the political bosses a blank check,
for McCarthyism exists in both
major parties and must be fought in
cach. They must, therefore, exert
every effort to make their independ-
ent weight felt in the determination
of program and the selection of can-
didates, including, where necessary,
the running of independent candi-
dates, Organizations such as the Pro-
gressive Party and the American La-
bor Party, by pursuing correct unity
policies and running candidates
where necessary, can help clarify the
issues and greatly strengthen the
common struggle against McCarthy-
ism.

The 1954 elections are crucial in
determining the path America will
take. McCarthy already has thrown
down the gauntlet to the American
people. What is needed is unity of
every decent, honest force of our
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people, of all independent-minded
voters regardless of Party affiliation.
Such unity must set itself the objec-
tive of electing an anti-McCarthy
Congress by defeating every Mc-
Carthy-McCarran-Dixiccrat type of
candidate, every pro-fascist and ra-
bid war monger. It is also necessary
to bring into the halls of Congress
a bloc of articulate and uncompro-
mising opponents of McCarthyisim,
of courageous spokesmen for a
further relaxation of world tension
and for the defense of the people
from the ravages of economic depres-
sion. Labor, now with negligible
forces in Congress, must fight for a
forceful labor bloc. Negro represen-
tation must also be strengthened by
electing a larger number of Negro
candidates. This will facilitate the
election of a new Administration in
1956.

Only in the course of sustained
struggle along these lines will the
American people free themselves
from the political shackles of the
two-party system of the monopolies.

The perspective of a mass third
party of the people led by labor will
then materialize. Labor will find
that the many important battles it
must wage within the Democratic
Party, decisive as they may be in
checking the immediate danger of
McCarthyism, will not transform
that Party into a farmer-labor party.
Labor must set its sights in the
direction of a great party of its own,
a party without Wall Street finan-
ciers, corrupt underworld racketeers,
or Southern Dixiecrats—in short, a

true united front party of labor and
the common man.

As the American people succeed
in electing a new Administration and
blocking the immediate menace of
fascism and war, a new stage of the
struggle will begin to unfold. It is
then that the perspective of sub-
sequently electing a new type of gov-
ernment, a farmer-labor government,
will begin to arise in our country.
Such a people’s government, based
on a farmer-labor party, will repre-
sent a nulitant advance of the great
majority. It will be a government
in which the working class plays a
leading role, serving the interests of
the common people, and directed at
curbing the economic and political
power of the trusts. It will be a gov-
ernment which helps maintain world
peace, preserves and extends demo-
cratic liberties, and substantially
improves the economic conditions of
the working class and the people.
Such a government will act to secure
to the Negro people full and equal
representation on all levels of gov-
ernment, and majority rule in those
sizable arcas of the South where
they are, and have been for genera-
tions, the majority sector of the pop-
ulation.

VII. COMMUNIST AIM AND
PERSPECTIVES

The Communist Party is the
party of the American working class.
It has a proud history of struggle
for the welfare of the workers of
our land. It was the Communist
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Party which during the past three
decades pioneered in the struggle for
jobs, unemployment insurance, for
organizing the unorganized, for Ne-
gro rights, and against war and fas-
cism. The attacks upon the Commu-
nist Party today arise because it re-
presents the interests of the working
people and therefore the interests
of the nation, in the struggle against
the menace of depression, fascism
and war,

The Communist Party, basing it-
self on the scientific principles of
Marxism-Leninism, belicves in So-
cialism as the ultimate solution for
the problems of our nation. Modern
industrial production under capital-
ism is a vast social process, but it is
operated for the private enrichment
of the few who own and not for the
good of the many who produce. It
is this contradiction that Socialism
will resolve because in a Socialist
society, the industries will be the
property of the whole people, and
the product of industry will go to
the whole people in the form of con-
tinually rising living standards. So-
cialism alone would utilize to the
fullest the immense scientific and
technical know-how of the Ameri-
can people, including atomic energy.
It would forever end the scourge
of economic crisis, unemployment,
national and racial oppression, fas-
cism and war. It would build a land
of peace and plenty, of knowledge
and culture, of freedom and oppor-
tunity for all.

At the same time, the Communist
Party emphasizes that the issue at

the present time is not Socialism or
Communism. The choice before our
people today is peace, security, de-
mocracy versus the grip which the
monopolists have on the country and
their plans of fascism and war.

But while the issue today is not
Communism, the true nature of the
Communist Party and the role
which it plays in American life is
very much an issue. The American
people must know the truth about
this issue lest the monstrous decep-
tion now practiced on them lead to
the loss of the democracy and free-
dom they prize so dearly.

What is the truth about the Com-
munist Party?

The Communist Party advocates
a peaceful path to Socialism in the
U.S. It brands as a lic the charge
that it advocates the use of force and
violence in the pursuit of any of its
immediate or long-range goals. It is
the monopolists who advocate and
practice force and violence to per-
petuate their rule and to prevent so-
cial changes desired by the majority.
The Communist Party declares that
Socialism will come into existence in
the United States only when the
majority of the American people de-
cide to establish it. The Communist
Party affirms its deep and abiding
faith in the American people and
their ultimate decision to establish
Socialism. The needs of our nation
cannot be served by any sect or con-
spiracy. For no progress, whether of
a minimum or of a more far-reach-
ing nature, can come other than
through the will and action of a
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majority of the American people.
The Communist Party has no
blueprint for the path to Socialism
in the US. The American people
will move along the path to Social-
ism as inevitably as other peoples
and nations have done because ulti-
mately there is no other solution to
their problems. But they will do so
in a form and manner which will
be determined by the history, the
traditions and the specific needs of
the American people. No social sys-
tem can be imported from abroad.
Nor do we propose to do so.
Basing itself on these fundamental
propositions, the path to Socialism
in the United States which is ad-
vocated by the Communist Party
envisions: the unity of the majority
of the people to block the present
imminent threat of McCarthyism,
thereby upholding and defending
the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights; and then, the forward march
of that majority toward a strengthen-
ing of democracy, the defeat of in-
creasingly fascist reaction, and the
election of a new type of govern-
ment, a farmer-labor, anti-monopoly
government. The election of such a
government would represent an his-
toric advance for the American peo-
ple. Such a government, resting upon
the will of the overwhelming major-
ity of the people, would be called
upon to take the most resolute meas-
ures to defend itself from the efforts
of the monopolists to overthrow it.
The victory of the people and their
government in this struggle would
then open up the possibility for a

peaceful advance of the American
people to Socialism.

The Communist Party of the
United States has its roots deep in
the history and struggles of the
American people and its labor move-
ment. It is the inheritor and contin-
ver of the best in American demo-
cratic, radical and working class
thought and traditions. Its devotion
to the true national interests of the
American people is the source of its
deep and abiding patriotism. That
patriotism has been sealed in the
blood of hundreds of members of
the Communist Party who have died
in defense of our country and our
people.

American Communists believe in
the defense of their country, and the
people and territory of their coun-
try. We deny that the Soviet Union,
People’s China, or any country led
and ruled by working people
threatens our country, or could
threaten our country. On the con-
trary, it is our own government
which is organizing “police actions,”
wars of aggression, and wars of in-
tervention in the affairs of people
fighting to shape their own way of
life.

The false and despicable charge
that Communists are “agents of a
foreign power,” or “spies,” emanates
from the monopolists who want,
thereby, to cover up their own be-
trayal of the true national interests
of the American people. It is the
monopolists who pursue objectives
alien to our national interests. Not
what is good for our country, but
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what is good for General Motors
determines the loyalty of the mon-
opolists.

The Communist Party declares
that it seeks no conflict with any
church or any American’s religious
belief. On the contrary, we stretch
out our hand in the fellowship of
common struggle for our mutual
goal of peace, democracy and secur-
ity to all, regardless of religious be-
lief. We stand on the fundamental
principle of the Constitution which
guarantees religious freedom by
separating church and state.

The Communist Party considers
the emergence of a powerful trade
union movement during these past
two decades as the most important
and positive development in our na-
tional life. We are proud to have
helped build it and to be a part of
it. As a working-class political party,
we strive to influence the policies of
the labor movement in a progressive
direction and we deem it our right
and duty to speak out against policies
which we believe are harmful 1o la-
bor and the nation. But we deny any
intent to dominate or control the
trade-union movement and we rec-
ognize and respect its organizational
autonomy and political independence.

We proclaim our fraternity with
all peoples who have pioneered the
new frontiers of human history to-
ward Socialism—with the heroic,
trail-blazing people and government
of the Soviet Union, the grandeur
of whose achicvements inspire all
toiling humanity, with the great re-
volutionary masses of China and

with those other peoples of Europe
and Asia who have since taken the
path to Socialism. We greet the peo-
ples of the colonial areas and de-
pendent countries who are strug-
gling to achieve their independence
and national development. We af-
firm the good will and solidarity of
our people with all those who stand
for peace and progress. We seek to
realize Abraham Lincoln’s saying:
“The strongest bond of human
sympathy, outside of the family re-
lation, should be one uniting all
working people, of all nations, and
tongues and kindreds.”

We are ready to work with all
Americans, no matter what our past
relations or present differences may
be, to block war and fascism, to save
U.S. living standards, to restore free
exchange of ideas and debate on the
great issues facing the nation. We
propose a coming together of all pro-
gressive and  democratic forces to
consult with each other and to make
such consultation and working to-
sether a habit. The grave problems
of our nation cannot be solved other-
wisc.

We call upon all progressive and
democratic forces to re-appraise their
policies and activities in light of the
nation’s crisis. The American Com-
munists pledge to do the same.

In full confidence that the objec-
tives of this Program can be realized,
we call upon all members and
tfriends, upon all anti-fascists, to
spare no effort to realize this pro-
gram of jobs, peace, equal rights,
and democracy for America.

China and Our National Inierest

By Richard Walker

TaE ProcraM of the Communist Par-
ty appraises the current international
situation as follows:

The defeats suffered by Wall Street’s
foreign policy, especially the ending of
the Korean war, have led to a certain
easing of world tension. This opens
the possibility of putting an end to the
“cold war” altogether.

But the Eisenhower-Dulles-McCarthy
forces are striving desperately to foment
war hysteria and aggravate world ten-
sions. They are determined to block
peaceful negodations. Thus the present
danger of war will continue to exist so
long as the present insane war policy
prevails. Only by their resolute struggle
for a change in our country’s foreign
policy will the American people help
achieve a further casing of world ten-
sions. Only a policy of peaceful co-ex-
istence will ensure a lasting peace.

This appraisal, it is clear, cuts the
ground from under those who suc-
cumb to war-organizing propaganda
and cling to fatalistic ideas of in-
evitability of war. At the same time
it answers the argument which
equates a relaxation of tensions with
a lessening of the war danger, and
which holds the American people
can enjoy an era of peace mystically
derived from some “inexorable
march of history,” regardless of
whether or not they have fought
to win it.

Morcover, our Party’s estimate
focuses attention on the immediate
tasks of the struggle for peace. All
those in our country who cherish
peace and democracy have the heavy
responsibility of vigorously joining
—during the remaining weeks of the
clection campaign and the interval
before the new Congress convenes
—in the national debate on our for-
cign policy, with the aim of replac-
ing the current policy by one con-
forming to our national interest.

In this fight, of course, the correct-
ness of this estimate will face at-
tack. But on this score there can be
no doubt. It is suficient to cite even
the most recent events.

The conference of foreign minis-
ters which met at Geneva from
April 27 to July 21 precipitated the
fall of the French cabinet of war,
achieved a cease-fire in the eight-
year-old Indo-China war, outlined
the political bases of a final Indo-
China peace settlement, demon-
strated the Important positive role
of the Chinese People’s Republic
as a Great Power, and strengthened
the influence and authority of the
advocates of negotiation and inter-
national agreements for the settle-
ment of all disputed issues in world
affairs. These achievements were
hailed throughout the world as steps
toward a stable peace in Asia. They
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were greeted as contributions to the
easing of tensions and the creating
of favorable conditions for the solu-
tion of other outstanding questions.

A few weeks after the Gen-
eva settlement, the French National
Assembly scrapped the FEuropean
Defense Community treaty (EDC),
the war-organizing scheme by which
a resurrected West German Nazi-
led Wehrmacht would have been
snezked into the North Atlantic ag-
gressive alliance (NATO) through
the back door. World public opinion
hailed the event as a major victory in
the fight for peace.

All these developments tended to
lessen tensions and to raise the hopes
of mankind that the threat of war
could be eliminated and normal rela-
tions restored among the peoples.
This is the situation as of this mo-
ment—a situation which has new
possibilities for ending the “cold
war” altogether. At the same time,
the fact is that although they are
confronted with new difficulties in
consequence of the recent peace vic-
tories, the Eisenhower-Dulles-Mc-
Carthy forces are still striving to
foment war hysteria, aggravate world
tensions, and block peaceful negotia-
tions.

Not only did the Eisenhower Ad-
ministration refuse to endorse the
Geneva scttlement after its efforts
to undermine it were defeated, but
before the ink had dried on the Indo-
China agreements Secretary Dulles
had convened at Manila an aggres-
sive grouping of five colonial states
and three Asian governments tied to

the State Department by economic
and military bonds. On September
8 these states signed a so-called
South East Asia Treaty Organiza-
tion (SEATO) purporting to legiti-
mize armed intervention in the in-
ternal aflairs “threatened” by “sub-
version”; extending the “protection”
of the grouping to Laos, Cambodia
and South Viet Nam in contraven-
tion of the Geneva agreement; and
erecting an claborate camouflage of
demagogy, entitled a “Pacific Char-
ter,” to mask new imperialist at-
tempts to seize raw materials and
strategic bases in the countries of
Asia. This “achievement” was in-
stantly denounced by the leading
states of Asia as a new step to war,
aggravatig tensions in the Far East
and signalling fresh attempts to stifle
the natilonalliberation movements
of the Asian peoples.

In Europe, no sooner had EDC
been defeated than Secretary Dulles
flew off again to confer with West
German Chancellor Adenauer and
British Tory leaders with the aim of
bringing a German Wehrmascht di-
rectly into NATO. And after ig-
noring Soviet proposals of July 24,
August 4, and again of September ¢
for negotiations on European security
and the German question, on Septem-
ber 10, under State Department pres-
sure, the French and British govern-
ments joined the Eisenhower Admin-
istration in a formal flat rejection of
new negotiations.

But the most alarming demonstra-
tion of Wall Street’s persistence in
its war-organizing drive occurred in
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relation to the Chinese People’s Re-
public. Choosing as a pretext new
statements of Chinese leaders re-af-
firming China’s sovereignty over
Taiwan (Formosa) and reiterating
the Chinese people’s determination to
liberate it, the State Department ac-
tivized Chiang Kai-shek’s gangster
forces to carry out aerial and naval
attacks on Chinese coastal areas.
Dulles, with the SEATO treaty in
his pocket, came back to Washing-
ton by way of Taipeh and Tokyo,
where he committed the Eisenhower
Administration “to  stand” with
Chiang and pressed Prime Minister
Yoshida to speed Japan’s re-militari-
zation. The military moves against
China were foliowed by State De-
partment action in the political arena.
On September 21, in the first session
of the Ninth General Assembly of
the United Nations, the Eisenhower
Administration again succeeded in
mobilizing a voting majority to defer
during the ninth Assembly the ques-
tion of the right to membership of
the People’s Republic of China. It
was the 151t time the Wall Street
government had deprived the Chi-
nese people of this right of repre-
sentation, thereby violating the Char-
ter and helping to condemn the
U.N. to impotency in the struggle
for peace and progress.

These developments expose Wall
Street’s foreign policy as the main
cause of the continued war danger
in the world today. They explain its
recent failures and defeats, and show
that it can only lead to disaster, since,
as the Communist Party Program

points out, “it conflicts with the na-
tional interests of the American peo-
ple and the cherished aspirations of
all mankind for peace, national free-
dom and higher living standards.”
And in no sphere of international re-
lations is this antagonism to our best
national interests and to the aspira-
tions of mankind more disastrous
than in the current state of affairs
between our ruling circles and the
People’s Republic of China. The cur-
rent hostilities in the Strait of For-
mosa, the impasse in the United Na-
tions, and the new provocations and
aggressive moves launched in con-
nection with SEATO, call urgently
for an examination and transforma-
tion of this dangerous situation.

1L

The current state of Chinese-U.S.
relations embodies in its clearest form
the increasing sharpness of the basic
antagonism between the class inter-
ests of Wall Street finance-capital
and the national interests of the
American people. In Wall Street’s
policies toward China, the insanity
and criminal anti-American charac-
ter of our present foreign policy
cannot be concealed or glossed-over
by demagogy or hair-splitting sophis-
tries of the Washington politicians.

The world sees that the target of
Eisesenhower’s aggressive policy is a
government accepted and honored by
the Chinese people. On October 1,
China will have celebrated the
fifth year of its liberation from
imperialist domination. The record
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of progress in those five years is an
inspiring chronicle of remarkable
heroism and massive achievement.
This chronicle includes such almost
incredible exploits as: (1) a gigantic
land reform affecting 428 million
peasants, frecing them from feudal
bonds and changing them into land-
owners; (2) a marriage law and
other legislation which liberated 300,-
000,000 women from the legal status
of inferiority to men, and created
the framework for their complete eco-
nomic, political and social equality;
(3) the first democratic elections in
the country’s history, the first
democratically-adopted  constitution
conferring on citizens all the
fundamental democratic rights and
in addidon the right t work
and economic security; (4) stupen-
dous feats of construction, such as
the completion of a net of railways,
gigantic flood control projects, and
a number of industrial areas; (5) a
national policy guarantecing  full
equality to 6o different nationalities,
with establishment of 113 autono-
mous regions and 165 local demo-
cratic governments for approximately
40 mllhon national-minority  peo-
ples; (6) a massive improvement
in the people’s material conditions,
by means of the abolition of unem-
ployment, the ending of inflation and
speculation, achievement of a bal-
anced budget, increasing average
wages by 60-120 per cent and an an-
ual increase of the rate of indus-
trial production averaging 23 per
cent. In addition, the Central Peo-
ple’s Government launched a na-

tional health campaign, eradicating
drug addiction, and a crusade against
illiteracy which has in turn inspired
a cultural renaissance among the
people.

Such achievements cannot be con-
cealed from the eyes of humanity,
no matter how the great U.S. press
monopolies and the State Depart-
ment’s agencies try to do so. They
have already enormously influenced
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin
America, and strongly impressed
Europeans, as the recent reports of
British Laborite leaders re-attest. Our
policy of hostility to the Central
People’s Government, in contrast to
our pampering of a bankrupt gang-
ster clique who left behind it a
notorious record of corruption, in-
competence and police-state repres-
sion, cannot but hold us up before
the world as a nation opposed to hu-
man progress.

From the standpoint of present
economic motives, too, the Adminis-
tration’s policy contravenes our na-
tional interest. The policy of non-
recognition and trade restrictions de-
liberately shuts the door to a source
of cmployment for millions of
Americans. China’s boundless mar-
ket for our automobiles, machine
tools, industrial and agricultural
equipment, and numerous kinds of
consumer goods would prove a boon
now to such industrial centers as
Detroit, Pittsburgh, San Francisco,
New York and other cities where
joblessness has risen sharply. In no
other aspect is the Administration’s
policy so clearly one of striving to
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advance the class interest of a handful
of Wall Strect billionaires at the ex-
pense of the national interest of the
people, and even the interests of many
of the bourgeoisie.

Nor is it only the 6oo millions of
China whom this policy alienates.
It is, indeed, driving a wedge be-
tween us and the whole of Asia.
The Japanese, deprived of their na-
tural trading relationship with China
and forced to undergo remilitariza-
tion and the conversion of their
country into a potential aggressor
and war base against China, have de-
veloped a profound hatred for
America. The pcoples of India,
Burma, Indonesia and other Asian
countries, observing the efforts of
Eisenhower and Dulles to utilize
Chiang, Syngman Rhee, and the
puppet rulers of Thailand and Pakis-
tan to set Asians fighting Asians,
to crush liberation struggles of the
peoples, are seized with a deep and
growing revulsion for the United
States. Alfrica and Latin America
watch this spectacle of Wall Street’s
undeclared war against the Chinese
people, and identify themselves with
the Chinese people.

Even in Western Europe, and es-
pecially in Britain—the pivot of Wall
Street’s policy of building an aggres-
sive coalition—our policy toward
China has increased our enemies. It
was public opinion in Britain, as
well as the imperialist interests of
British finance-capital, which forced
the Churchill government, implac-
ably hostile to nationalliberation
movements, to hold to its independent

position in relation to China, and to
throw its weight against Wall Street’s
eflorts to organize an aggressive co-
alition war against China. The West
German rulers, along with France
and Britain, are diligently seeking to
increase trade with China. The Scan-
dinavian countries have abandoned
the U.S. bloc voting against China’s
membership in the United Nations.

The United Nations organization,
its authority and effective function-
ing in accordance with the Charter
and the Declaration of Human
Rights, are regarded by the majority
of the American people as a leading
instrumentality for securing their na-
tional interest. This conviction is
shared by organizations and individ-
uals representing every class and
stratum, nationality and region of
the country. Yet, our present policy
toward China has flouted the Char-
ter, reduced the organization to im-
potency as a force for either preserv-
ing or promoting peace, and thereby
undermined its authority in world
affairs. For no solution on any of the
major items of any Assembly of the
United Nations is possible without
the participation and cooperation of
the government which represents
China, this country of one-fourth of
mankind. The emasculation of the
U.N., a consequence of the barring
of China, thereby prevents the im-
plementation of measures which
would protect and advance our na-
tional interest. Questions which, if
solved, would bolster our economy
and afford protection against the ad-
vancing depression—such as techni-
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cal assistance through the U.N. to
underdeveloped  territories — remain
unsolved. Conditions of political in-
stability and potential war, such as
characterize the Korean, Moroccan
and South African situations, cannot
be settled now through U.N. chan-
nels. The State Department and the
chauvinist press hail each vote bar-
ring China’s membership in the U.N.
as a “victory” but this “victory” is
obtained at the expense of the na-
tional interest of the American peo-
ple.

Finally, our present policy toward
China is a war policy, and risks in-
volving us in a war which cannot be
won and which would be wholly
unjust. Moreover, such a war, most
probably involving the use of nu-
clear weapons, could hardly be con-
fined within “lecal” limits. The core
of this policy at the present time is
the forcible seizure and retention of
Chinese territory, and the use of this
territory not only to enrich Wall
Street trusts by the rape of its re-
sources, but as a base for espionage,
sabotage and eventual all-out war
against China. This situation lacks
any legal justification whatsoever,
and is morally without foundation.
It represents a continuous threat to
and interference with the normal
life of the Chinese people. It is un-
derstandable, therefore, that Chinese
leaders are unanimous in calling for
an end to this condition. We Ameri-
cans have been reminded not only
by Chinese leaders, but by the Brit-
ish Laborites Attlee and Bevan as
well, that our government is commit-

ting crimes against China which we,
too, would find intolerable.

It is to be expected, and the Chi-
nese leaders have publicly pro-
claimed, that China will act to re-
move this war danger. We Ameri-
cans must face the fact that the Chi-
nese will act to reunite with the
mainland Formosa, the Pescadores
and other off-shore islands, univer-
sally acknowledged as parts of China
as Long Island is part of the United
States. Cur present foreign policy
calls for U.S. naval and aerial forces
to prevent this. Such a course is as
dangerous as it is unjust; yet it is the
course upon which the U.S. has em-
barked under the foreign policy of
the Truman and Eisenhower Admin-
istrations.

These considerations show the ab-
surdity and falsity of the conten-
tion that our present policy toward
China is intended to secure our na-
tional interest. They demonstrate
that, on the contrary, the national
interest of the American people ur-
gently requires friendly, business-
like relations with the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Republic, based on equality and
mutual respect, and cooperation of
the Chinese People’s Republic,
through the United Nations and in
other organizations of international
intercourse, for the joint solution of
questions and the creation of condi-
tions to advance peace, democracy
and social progress.

IT1.

Special attention to our foreign
policy as it affects our relations with
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China is therefore an urgent task
of the forces of peace and democ-
racy in our country. But to defeat
the Administration’s present policy
and replace it with a policy conform-
ing to our national interests, it will
be necessary to overcome a number
of shortcomings in activity around
this issue. _

Activity of peace forces has been
hampered by a failure to grasp the
significance of the rapid develop-
ment of China as a Great Power,
an underestimation of the extent to
which the American masses sympa-
thize with the Chinese people. There
also has been a separation from the
Chinese community in the United
States. Consideration of these ob-
stacles will reveal that they are the
product of official policies and propa-
ganda, basically of a racist char-
acter. We need knowledge about
China’s place in the world, and we
have to discard the know-nothing-
ness and white supremacist notions
about China which are the stock-in-
trade of our media of communica-
tion. We need to know the history
of our own people in respect to the
struggles of the Chinese people for
national independence. We need
to know the Chinese people who

live amongst us, to know their prob-
lems and the issues in their commu-
nity.

Moreover, it must be remembered
that Wall Street’s policy toward
China is one phase of its over-all
foreign policy. “The Wall Street
trusts and cartels,” says the Com-
munist Party Program, “have set
their course on completely dominat-
ing the nations, the markets and re-
sources of the entire globe. This
they aim to do by a combination
of bribery, cajolery, intimidation, po-
litical and military intervention and
ultimately world war. This is the
real cause for our Government's re-
actionary foreign policy.” The strug-
gle for a foreign policy conforming
to our best national interest is
therefore part of the general struggle
against war, fascism and depression
in which the American people are
already involved. It is a bread-and-
butter question, a free speech and
free press question, as well as a life-
or-death question. And it is a current
political question, so that a resound-
ing defeat, this November, to the
Eisenhower-Dulles-McCarthy policy,
will make possible a reversal of a

war-breeding  course  towards  the
New China.



On Patriotism and National Pride

By Betty Gannett and V. J. Jerome

Parriorism and national pride are of
great concern to the Communist
Party, being inherent in the prin-
ciples on which it is founded and or-
ganic to its aims and activities. Pride
in the struggles and achievements
of the common people of our land,
faith in the American working class,
deep regard for the people’s welfare
and the national destiny permeate
the Party’s devotion to the cause of
peace and democracy, to the cause
of Socialism.

The exploiters of the people, rob-
bers of the country’s resources, use
every device to falsify our position,
to misrepresent Communism and pa-
triotism as opposites, and to drape
themselves in the flag, which they
turn into “the last refuge of scoun-
drels.” Thus, the McCarthyite be-
trayers, the H-bomb adventurers
blatantly claim Americanism as syno-
nym for their conspiracy against the
people.

Today the banner of true patriot-
ism is held aloft by the forces of re-
sistance to McCarthyism and war,
among whom the Communists are
the most tireless and undaunted. We
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must tell this to the people unceas-
ingly.

We must, furthermore, throw off
all Leftist-sectartan disregard for na-
tional pride and love of homeland.
Especially in these times, when Wall
Street and Washington besmirch the
name American in the eyes of the
world, we must fight all tendencies
here to “write off” our people as
“hopelessly lost,” to identify them
with the war-makers and pro-fascists.
Such lack of confidence in the ca-
pacities of our working class and its
allies for struggle and advance can
only paralyze resistance and lead to
fatalistic acceptance of policies ruin-
ous to our country. Now, more than
ever, we must show that the strug-
gle for democracy and peace is our
American task—zthe central patriotic
duty of our day.

In the light of this, we note with
grave concern—indeed, with alarm
—the distortions in the article titled
“Our National Pride,” by Andrew
Montgomery, which was published
in the July-August issue of Party
Voice. Tt is hard to understand how
this article was printed in Party
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Voice—and without editorial com-
ment.

The author tells us he stood in the
crowd at a Memorial Day parade
and, as he saluted the flag, he con-
fides: “I looked up and down the
street and hoped inwardly, that none
of my Lef¢ friends were looking at
me.” He depicts Communists as ex-
pressing sympathy for the Soviet
team and their achievements in the
recent chess matches, instead of sup-
porting the American players “in the
first place.” Communists are shown
as people “who have not read a single
American book outside of progressive
literature,” “who never see an Amer-
ican film,” who have “a certain con-
tempt for television,” who fail, “for
political reasons,” to partake of the
“accepted and popular drink” Coca-
Cola, and who are “different in
habit and garment from the Ameri-
can workers.”

All this in the name of the Party
Program, in the name of “shedding
sectarian methods of thought and of
work”!

Comrades should of course draw
upon their direct experiences in or-
der to help us all overcome sectarian
habits and practices. Certainly we
need zeal in combatting McCarthy-
ism and its use of patriotism to cover
up its fascist aims. Close attachment
to the everyday people about us is
a healthy quality, which we all need
to develop more deeply in ourselves.
And, while from the Communist
movement, in the first place from
the Chairman of the Party, William

Z. Foster, have come important con-
tributions to an understanding of the
history and traditions of our country,
certainly we need to do much, much
more in this regard to inspire all our
undertakings with devotion to our
people.

However, this article is permeated
with  bourgeois-nationalism,  with
jingoism. Upon reading it one ex-
claims: What has all this to do with
democratic tradition, with true na-
tional pride? What has all this to do
with the Communists? We have only
to look about us, at ourselves and
our comrades throughout this coun-
try, to scc how organically we are
part of the American working class;
how we look, speak, act, and feel
with the American people, because
we are of the people, and no false
charges from the enemy, or their
echoings in our own midst, can cut
us off from our roots. The allega-
tions and “portrayals” in this article
are figments; they reflect no reality
in our Party. Dressed up as a “cri-
tique” of sectarianism, they are ut-
terly alien to Communist teaching
and practice, to the Party’s Program
calling for broad democratic unity
to safeguard peace and the people’s
heritage. They have nothing in com-
mon with the Party’s position on the
struggle for a democratic culture, or
with the Marxist teachings on atti-
tude toward the homeland and on
international working-class solidar-
ity.

The “Communists” described in
this article are borrowed from the
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caricatures in the enemy “art” gal-
leries. When the article states that
the Program “is not, as some com-
rades think, a gimmick which as-
sumes a patriotic coloration as a con-
cession to national pride,” it echoes,
not what “some comrades think,” but
what our enemies claim.

The Draft Program was met by
a barrage of attacks, all aimed to
“prove” that it was foreign-inspired
and that its democratic affirmations
were a “disguise”—a gimmick! It is
the false patriots, they who abuse
the flag for profiteering and aggres-
sion, that charge Communists with
being unpatriotic, anti-national. It is
these enemies of the nation who
peddle the lie that internationalism,
the handshake of peoples across
oceans and borders, the brotherhood
of working classes in all lands, is
anti-patriotic, treasonous.

It is an axiom of Marxism-Lenin-
ism that Communists do not turn
their backs upon national sovereignty
and integrity, upon the course of the
national destiny of their own country.
National nihilism is repugnant to the
teachings of Marxism-Leninism. In
devotion to the working class and
to the true interests of the nation,
the Communists advance a pro-
gram of struggle for jobs, peace,
Negro equality, and democracy.

Concern with the national destiny
is of the essence of Communist the-
ory and practice. When the bour-
geoisie of our country, having long
ago forfeited the claim to leadership
of the nation, is embarked upon a

course of national betrayal at home
and abroad, the working class, as
we Communists point out, must lead
in defense of democracy, peace, the
true national interests. The strug-
gle is therefore within the national
framework, for the destiny of the
nation, which is inseparable from
the destiny of the working class. It
is a struggle for a progressive con-
cept of patriotism—for patriotism on
a higher level.

What is national pride? Is it pride
in  everything American — every-
thing in America’s past, and present?
—everything that is being projected
for America’s future? Is it Ameri-
can exclusiveism?—America apart
from the world?—America against
the world? Is it pride in the “Ameri-
can way of life” of the Morgans,
Rockefellers, Du Ponts, of the
Knowlands, McCarthys, McCarrans
and Dixiecrats?

Is it pride in Coca-Cola? Is it un-
critical acceptance of the insulting
“cultural” fare in most television
offerings, of the current Hollywood
output, of the sex-and-violence nov-
els, of the sadism, filth and deca-
dence in comic books and popular
magazines? To be patriots, must we
accept the myth of a fictitious Amer-
ica where classes are not in conflict,
or do not even exist—where the Ne-
gro people have ceased to live under
national oppression, where the mass
cultural media transmit a clean, hu-
manist culture? Or is it true patriot-
ism to bring these things about?

The article criticizes Communists
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for “a certain contempt for television”
and “failure to sce that television is
a mass media accepted by the work-
ers.” It states that Communists
should “seck out those forms which
will strengthen their ties with the
masses, which will enable them to be
accepted by workers as one of them.”

Nowhere does the article urge us
to resist the decadent culture of im-
perialism. The net effect is to urge
its hearty acceptance—as signifying
attachment to the workers! This slur
upon the working class expresses it-
self in criticism of Communists for
indulging in “forms of culture such
as folk singing, etc., which have not
yet been adopted as mass forms by
the American workers.”

To assume that folk singing goes
against the grain of the American
workers and to call for its abandon-
ment in the name of going to the
people, is to earn the merit of unique-
ness, to lack only the merit of reality.

To say merely that the workers
accept television today is to imply
that the workers have a choice, or at
least something to say in determin-
ing TV programs. The people do
not order this shoddy fare. Film
promoters, have, in franker mo-
ments, admitted that the better, more
mature films bring better box office
receipts. The New Deal WPA Thea-
ter project presented superior plays
at low prices and attracted enthusi-
astic popular audiences. Large-scale
dissatisfaction with television pro-
grams and comics, the gencral alarm
of parents at the perverting effects

of the cult of violence and sadism
upon their children, belie attempts
to identify the people’s cultural de-
sires with the monopolized mass
media.

Of course, the constant debasement
of the cultural product tends, sadly
enough, to lower the mass cultural
level and is not without its blunting
effects upon the critical sense—even
among progressives and the Left.

We Communists must struggle
for a higher level of cultural crea-
tiveness for the people, through con-
stant critical evaluation. We must
spur the demand for skillful realis-
tic works and programs democratic
in content. We must inspire confi-
dence that cultural gains can be
made through struggle, even in such
a period as this. What can be said
of the article in this regard, and in
general, is that struggle is not
its element. Rather, it suggests the
idea that on the American scene
progress is achieved by some meta-
physical, self-evoking democratic
spirit.

Certainly, as Marxists, we know
that in culture, as in politics, the
ruling ideas are the ideas of the rul-
ing class, that there is an inherent
relationship between an exploitative
economic system in decay and its cul-
tural superstructure. To work among
the masses and to strengthen our
ties with them, we cannot adopt un-
critical attitudes or glorify cultural
backwardness. We don’t have to
embrace Mickey Spillane because
his “cultural” products are being
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dumped upon the American people.
We must extend our leadership with
deep regard for the cultural aspira-
tions of the workers.

* % %

In extending the “critique” to the
field of struggle for Negro rights,
the article presents a distorted evalu-
ation of the achievements made and
offers misleading conclusions. True,
there has been significant advance,
notably in the recent Supreme Court
decision against segregation in the
schools, although there is still a bit-
ter struggle ahead to make that rul-
ing a reality, and in other fields,
particularly sports. But even if no
Dixiecrat “would dare stand up in
the Polo Grounds and call for the
exclusion of Willie Mays from the
Giants,” the fight aaginst jim-crow
in baseball, and sports in general, is
far from won. Negro ball players
are still excluded from some Big
League teams in the North, notably
the Yankees. There are no Negroes
on the managerial staffs of the Big
League teams— managers, coaches,
or umpires. Negro players have to
be most exceptional to get on these
teams, and there is discrimination in
salaries and bonuses.

In film, radio, and television there
has been a marked decrease of anti-
Negro caricatures, epithets, and ste-
reotypes. This is a victory in the
struggle of the Negro people and
its allies. But is this true for the
entire  country, particularly the
South? Have things advanced to the
point where one can merely state:

“It is untrue to say that these have
disappeared today, but rare indeed
is the man who publicly employs
them?” Was it not but yesterday, in
the nation’s capital, that at a Con-
gressional Committee hearing a Con-
gressman hurled the vicious anti-
Negro epithet at William L. Patter-
son? And does the lessening of the
stereotype’s more open form elimi-
nate subtle and newly insidious
forms? Does it mean total surrender
of the more overt form? Amos 'n
Andy are still on television; other
racist stereotypes appear in news-
paper comic strips and animated
movie cartoons. And even while the
article was being published, Gone
With the Wind was re-exhibited with
tremendous publicity in the movie
houses of the nation,

The article exaggerates the conces-
sions made to the Negro people and
fails to point to the struggles ahead.
Thus, it sows bourgeois illusions and
serves U.S. imperialist propaganda
at home and abroad, which secks
to put the facade of equality upon
the house of oppression. Of one
who paints the scene in such rose-
ate hues, we have a right to ask:
Have lynchings and racist violence
ceased? Are they not, in fact, on
the rise? Are the Negro people no
longer super-exploited and nationally
oppressed? Must not the struggle
against white-chauvinism still be
waged in the working class, among
the democratic forces generally, and
on the Left, including the Commu-
nist Party?
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Furthermore, the achievements
were the fruit of hard-won battles
waged by the Negro people’s organi-
zations, with the support of labor
forces and progressive public opin-
ion. In these struggles the Commu-
nist Party has throughout the years
of its existence played a leading and
valiant role—a fact completely ig-
nored in the article.

* % %

Patriotism for Communists, for
all democratic Americans, is the
profound love of country expressed
in devotion to its best interests. It is
patriotism in life-and-death conflict
with the “Americanism” of the na-
tion’s past symbolized by the Tories
of 1776. It is a patriotism that chal-
lenges the “Americanism” symbol-
ized by the monopolists and land-
sharks who robbed the nation’s re-
sources; by the bankers and barons
of industry who sought to suppress
the organization of workers through
violence, murders, and frame-ups of
leaders. It is a patriotism at war with
the “Americanism” symbolized by
the Southern Bourbon heirs of the
slaveholders, who keep the Negro
people in subjection. It is a patriot-
ism that rallies the people against
the “Americanism” of the war-plot-
ters today, of the McCarthyite rough-
riders over our dearly-won demo-
cratic rights, of the police-state hys-
teria-mongers, thought-dictators, and
jailors.

Theirs is a heritage of darkness
and inhumanity, enslavement and de-
gradation, a heritage in which the

people have no share and want no
share. It is a heritage of bigotry and
chauvinism—the smug, self-inflat-
ing, heaven-ordained “American-
ism” of “Manifest Destiny” and “the
American Century” that uses the
Stars and Stripes to cover the im-
perialist body politic.

True patriotism is not always
manifested in expressions of pride
in the role of onc’s country. There
come moments in the life of a na-
tion when the true patriot is filled
with shame. Where is the true Am-
erican patriot who is not filled with
shame at the napalm-bombing of
Korean towns and villages?—at the
rape of Guatemala?—at the murder
of the RosenbergsP—at the brutal
treatment of the Negro people?—at
the police-state outlawry of the Com-
munist Party?

True patriotism and national pride
stem today from “the other Amer-
ica”—a tradition that goes back to
the countless thousands who fought
for national freedom and democratic
principles. It is a tradition that rises
out of the glorious Negro freedom-
struggle, of the early Marxists and
the 'Forty-Eighters, of the pioneer
trade-union builders, of their suc-
cessors in labor’s struggles in later
generations down to our day, of the
battlers for a humanist, liberating
culture.

* x %

True patriotism and proletarian
internationalism cannot be counter-
posed to each other, as the article
tries to do. The warning to Commu-
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nists not to “substitute international-
ism for national pride at this stage
of the struggle” issues from a com-
plete misconception of the nature of
proletarian internationalism and of
patriotism and from a consequent
failure to understand the organic
relationship between the two. “Sub-
stitution” of one for the other is
utterly alien to Marxism-Leninism.
Ascribing such motivations to Com-
munists, whether “at this stage of
the struggle” or at any other stage,
is a distortion of Communist theory
and practice.

The whole article is a rejection of
the Marxist-Leninist principle of the
dialectical inter-connection of that
which is universal, or international,
and that which is nationally unique.
It clevates the nationally unique—
and at that, distortedly—to an over-
shadowing primacy, and grossly
subordinates, in actuality rejects, the
principle of internationalism. The
result is a crude “American excep-
tionalist” type of “national pride”
that sets our heritage against the
achievements of other peoples.

True national heritage is never
self-contained and  self-excluding.
The achievements of every nation
draw upon, and contribute to, the
achievements of other nations. Civil-
ization, science, culture, are his-
torically engendered and internation-
ally exchanged and enriched.

The approach of the true demo-
crat, and certainly the Communist,
can never be that of viewing Amer-
ican life in dissociation from its

world relations. In these times, when
peaceful co-existence between the
capitalist and socialist states heads
the agenda of history, it is well to
remember Lenin’s tributes to Amer-
ica. He signalized our people as
having given the world an example
of a revolutionary war against feudal
subjection, and, again, he pointed
with admiration to America’s high
technological  achievements. Lenin
did not thereby lessen his pride in
the Socialist fatherland. And shall
we who aspire toward a Socialist
America withhold admiration for
the tremendous Socialist achieve-
ments in the U.S.S.R—in industry,
agriculture, social life, science, cul-
ture (including chess culture!)?
Shall we fail to point to the sig-
nificance of those achievements for
the American people in terms of the
military defeat of the fascist Axis,
and of the Soviet Union’s sustained
efforts to safeguard the peace? Shall
we fail to do this for fear of lessen-
ing our patriotism? This is the ines-
capable inference of the article. We
draw from it no inspiration to bring
the truth of the Soviet Union’s role
of leader of the world peace front be-
fore the American people and to
challenge the anti-Soviet slanders of
the war-makers.
* % %

This article, regardless of the sub-
jective intent of the author, and of
the editorial board of Party Voice,
is, in fact, a slander of the Commu-
nist Party and its members and musz
be condemned and rejected. The
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image of Party members presented
in this article is an invention—a lurid
fantasy. The people who are struck
down by the paper sword are straw
men set up for the occasion.

How could such an error have
been made? What are its political
roots?

The article reflects a current
danger of weakening before the
ideological pressures of the war-in-
citing bourgeoisie. It reflects a cer-
tain capitulation to the propaganda
barrage of chauvinist nationalism
and to the Big Lie about the Com-
munist Party. It indicates inadequate
understanding of ruling-class man-
euvers in areas where the people
have forced concessions—today,
notably in the struggle for Negro

rights. It points to the need, in com-
batting sectarianism in our midst,
to guard against Right-opportunist
distortion of the Party’s Program. It
also underlines the necessity for sys-
tematic political guidance to Party
organs by the respective committees
of the Party.

The serious error of publishing
this article should spur us all to
decpen our concern with theory, to
fortify ourselves with Marxist-Le-
ninist understanding. Thus we can
enter the struggles ahead to achieve
the great objectives set forth in the
Party’s Program for peace, economic
advance, democracy, Negro rights,
and the welfare of the American

people.

CORRECTION

In the article, “For Democratic Youth Unity,” by Leon Wofsy, appearing in
our September issue, a line was inadvertently omitted from the paragraph before
the closing one, on page 74. That paragraph should have read as follows (the

omitted words are italicized):

“One of the most serious weaknesses of our Communist leaders in youth work is that we
have not fullilled our responsibilities in helping to make youth work the property of the entire
Party. We have not helped make it possible for the whole Party to creatively enrich and develop
the youth policy advanced at the last two National Conventions of our Party, and spelled out
with such clarity by Comrades Betty Gannett, Bob Thompson, Carl Ross, and others.”




Unite the Negro People Against McCarthyism

By Frederick C. Hastings

Basic To THE MosT effective struggle
of the Negro people for equality is
the need for their widest and deepest
inner unity. This unity will only
develop to the extent that the strug-
gle for Negro rights is seen in con-
junction with the struggle of all
America for democratic liberties. In
varying degrees this relationship is
beginning to be understood by the
major organizations of the Negro
people.

The dominant emphasis of this
democratic movement is directed at
the moment against McCarthyism.
It is clear why this should be so.
The Negro freedom movement re-
cognizes that the growing threat of
McCarthyism endangers further ad-
vances in the struggle for economic,
political, and social equality for the
Negro people. More than that, Mc-
Carthyism also constitutes a danger
which threatens to camcel even the
limited gains of the Negro people al-
ready won under the 13th, 14th, and
15th amendments. United with the
growing and powerful democratic
movement of resistance to Mec-
Carthyism the most favorable condi-
tions for the defeat of the program
of McCarthyism are being created.
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The resolution adopted by the
NAACP at the recent 44th National
Convention is indicative of this un-
derstanding. These views are held
in common by churches, fraternities,
sororities, civic and social organiza-
tions and in the ranks of Negro
workers in the trade-union move-
ment. It could well be the basis of
an unexcelled unity movement cru-
sading for democratic liberties. For
it declares in part: “The Constitu-
tion of these United States un-
equivocally guarantees to all Ameri-
cans freedom of speech, thought,
and assembly. If these liberties
should be lost, weakened, or des-
troyed either by legislation or by
direct or indirect intimidation, our
crusade for civil rights will be ham-
pered.”

Pointing to a “discernible pat-
tern” which “links the advocacy of
full equality . . . to subversion or un-
Americanism” the resolution cites the
fact that “examinations designed to
test the loyalty of applicants for or
holders of positions of government”
are frequently asked, “whether they
believe in equality of black and white
races, or entertain Negroes socially in
their homes™; and then, “advocates
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of low-cost public housing are al-
ready branded as socialistic, while
those advocating  non-segregated
housing are called communist.” In
addition it shows that “In some com-
munities textbooks, courses of study,
and teaching techniques dealing with
human relations and minority group
situations have been condemned or
or eliminated on the ground that
these are not ‘American’” while,
“professors and teachers who de-
clare that segregation and discrimi-
nation based upon color are undemo-
cratic are suspect. . ..”

From this bill of particulars, the
resolution states:

In the atmosphere of inquisition
which is whirling unchecked in our
nation’s capitol until it now borders
on the proportions and destructiveness
of a tornado, it is conceivable that any
organization working for interracial
democracy may be challenged for its
campaign against race prejudice, dis-
crimination, and inequality.

The resolution concludes with the
following:

In this day of pillorying, of brow-
beating, branding, and cunning indict-
ment, we call upon our people to stand
firm upon the platform of the Ameri-
canism of the founding fathers as set
forth in the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Bill of Rights, and the Con-
stitution of the United States of Amer-
ica and stoutly to defend and protect
it. These are the precious charters of
liberty for Americans. Under them
we have life.

This clarion call “to stand firm”
shows how the Negro people’s move-

ment together with labor continues
to hold high the banner of liberty
now under assault by Wall Street
reaction. Indeed, the clear principles
enunciated in the resolution provide
the basis for the widest participation
of all democratic forces in a struggle
which will not only check, but rout
McCarthyism.
* %%

Illustrative of the fighting qual-
ities in the Negro people was the
appearance of Mrs. Goldie Watson
at the hearing before the Phila-
delphia Board of Education. She not
only stood firm, but courageously
defended the principles unheld by
the resolution of the NAACP. She
was the only teacher suspended from
her 23-year teaching job after having
been cited for contempt of Congress
by the Velde witchhunt committee.
This victimization is a result of the
militant leadership given by her over
the years in the struggle for equality.
Her courageous stand in face of this
intimidation and terror by the Con-
gressional committee and acquiesced
in by the Board of Education, is
symbolic of the type of heroic lead-
ership emerging in the democratic
struggle.

She stated at the hearings: “I have
tried to make my children proud
to be Negroes, because, gentlemen,
in this great city of Philadelphia I
have never had the opportunity to
teach a white child.” Continuing:
“I have tried to develop in my chil-
dren a burning desire to live as first
class citizens in this great land of
freedom and democracy—so that
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they could look to the day when they
could walk these streets and think
of themselvse as Americans first, and
Negroes second.”

Mrs. Watson’s contribution to
the democratic struggles were not
in vain. She fought against segrega-
tion in education and for her right
to teach white as well as Negro chil-
dren. The struggle led by the
NAACP, and in which Mrs. Wat-
son was a participant, resulted in the
recent historic decision of the Su-
preme Court outlawing segregation
in public schools. The fight for the
realization of first-class citizenship
is continuing with even greater
force. This attack upon Mrs. Wat-
son is part of reaction’s whole drive
to defeat the movement for equality
and democracy generally.

The defeat of this reactionary
drive demands a very clear and mili-
tant defense without giving a single
inch to the forces of McCarthyism.
Moreover, a successful struggle for
Negro equality must be developed
together with the total efforts to de-
fend the Bill of Rights. Mrs. Watson
in this respect made a signal con-
tribution. She forthrightly declared:
“There are many inequalities against
Negroes in America . . . and unless
we have the right to meet, to con-
fer, to petition, we have no political
freedom . . . we understand the im-
portance of the 13th, 14th, and 15th
amendments., What is not generally
understood is that these amendments
are valueless without the rights
guaranteed in the First.” Further,
“I have always believed that my

rights under the First Amendment
are sacred.”

How to strengthen this tendency
and make it characteristic of present-
day Negro leadership is the crucial
question of the moment. It is now
generally recognized that a basic
aim of McCarthyite reaction is to
undermine and destroy Negro lead-
ership in the democratic struggle.
That is why such eminent figures
in Negro life as Dr. W. E. B. Du
Bois, Ralph Bunche, Paul Robeson,
Mary McCleod Bethune, and Ben-
jamin J. Davis have already expe-
rienced the whip-lash of McCarthy-
ism. Increasingly, the NAACP is
attacked as “trouble-maker,” “sub-
versive” and “Communist.” Only
the utterly depraved scoundrels of
the Schuyler-Yergan type appear
immune. History teaches that, at
best, their immunity is but temporary.

The fight to strengthen this ten-
dency to the end of achieving equal-
ity for the Negro people requires
the utmost vigilance in the pursu-
ance of the struggle. For instance,
every democratic victory contributes
to a weakening of McCarthyism in
the country. But such victories
should not be viewed one-sidedly.
The assault upon the Bill of Rights
will not automatically lessen, but
will tend to increase in direct pro-
portion as concessions are won from
the ruling class by the democratic
movement. The formation and re-
vitalization of such fascist groupings
as the “For America” group, the
“National Association for the Ad-
vancement of White People,” and

NEGRO PEOPLE AGAINST McCARTHYISM 39

the call for 10,000,000 new members
by the KKK, are ominous develop-
ments. These developments under
conditions of “loyalty investiga-
tions,” “Congressional witch-hunts,”
and the drive for reactionary legis-
lation aimed at nullifying the Bill
of Rights demand heightened strug-
gle based upon the clearest thinking.

Walter White, as his writings re-
veal, is definitely anti-McCarthy.
As Secretary of the NAACP, he has
played a vital role in the promotion
of the democratic struggle for equal-
ity. However, he has at the same
time pursued a line which puts
brakes upon this struggle. His pres-
ent opposition to McCarthyism, for
instance, is limited. This is explained
by the fact that Mr. White accepts
the “Big Lie” thesis of the McCarthy-
ites; namely, that the country is
faced with an “internal and ex-
ternal” Communist danger. Con-
sequently, he gives ground, and in
a way that weakens efforts for the
maximum exertion of the strength
of the Negro people’s movement.
Take the case of Dr. Bunche: Walter
White wrote: “I had characterized
any aspersions on Dr. Bunche’s com-
plete loyalty as ‘shocking’ and an
‘unseemly farce’” He had serious
misgivings about “loyalty boards”
because “like millions of other Am-
ericans I have read accounts, many
of them violently opposed in content
and treatment, about hearings before
such boards.”

Appearing before the International
Organizations Employees loyalty
board at his own request, Mr. White

makes the astonishing observations
that he found it “to be made up of
able, serious-minded Americans who
were passionately devoted to the
highly difficult responsibility which
had been placed upon them.” Mr.
White did not forthrightly denounce
this loyalty board. Yet what he calls
“able, serious-minded Americans”
were men playing an important part
in the machinery aimed at under-
mining democratic liberties. Evi-
dently the answer for this is to be
found in this statement: “I was as-
sured repeatedly that the same care-
ful protection of rights of the indi-
vidual which was given to Dr.
Bunche was given equally to the
most humble and menial American
employees of the United Nations.”
Now Mr. White is a learned man.
He should know that the creation
of such boards in the post-war period
is one of the means used by reaction
to curtail individual rights. It should
be very clear to him that conclusions
leaving the impression that the “pro-
tection of the rights of the indivi-
dual” is possible under this or any
loyalty board are wrong and com-
pletely misleading.

The plain fact is that the existence
of loyalty boards is at variance with
the precepts of the Bill of Rights and
is incompatible with the rights of
individuals. Now, of course, one can
agree with Mr. White that these
men were passionately devoted to
a highly difficult responsibility. The
question is what was the “highly
difficult responsibility” to which
they were “passionately devoted.”
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Their role was to assist in scuttling
the Bill of Rights. Mr. White is
forced to state: “The current na-
tional criticism of the tactics of men
like Senator McCarthy, it seems to
me, made the board even more cons-
cientious in the performance of its
duties.” Continuing: “As is known
all over the world, the Board prompt-
ly and unequivocally dismissed the
fantastic charges against America’s
most distinguished diplomat.” But
Mr. White missed the main point.
It was not their conscientiousness to
democracy that forced them to dis-
miss the charges, it was the widen-
ing of the mass movement against
McCarthyite reaction that brought
it about. This same movement, if
properly led, can put an end to such

boards.

But Walter White writes as fol-
lows: “As I looked at the six mem-
bers of the board who had been se-
parated from their professions and
businesses to pass judgement on
other Americans 1 wondered how
far the business will eventually go.”
He poses an additional question in
his mind: “Are we in danger of half
the population of America sitting
in judgement on the other half?”
The answers to the two questions
posed by Mr. White are very simple.
The answer is “yes” to the question
of danger. That danger is real and
very grave. The nature of it is not
that “half of the population will sit
in judgement on the other half.”
On the contrary, it is that a tiny
minority of the most reactionary,
most warlike, chauvinistic and un-

democratic clements will suppress
the liberties of the majority of the
population. As to “how far the proc-
ess will eventually go,” this de-
pends entirely upon the mass fight
for democracy, peace and security.
What is required in this situation is
clarity and far more effective lead-
ership to the mass movement. Such
clarity in leadership can help put an
end to what appears to be a state
of mind in which Mr. White con-
stantly finds himself—a state of
wonder.

Mr. White comes extremely close
to the basic problem when he writes:
“I wondered how much of the at-
tack on Dr. Bunche was motivated
by the determination of the know-
nothings to suppress all independent
thinking and weaken those who
speak of human and civil rights.”
It is unfortunate that Walter White
at this late date stll wonders about
the nature and extent of this reac-
tionary onslaught. The answer to
this question must be unmistakably
clear. As to “how much” and what
motivated the attacks on Dr. Bunche
this was precisely effortss by Me-
Carthyism “to suppress all independ-
ent thinking and weaken those who
speak of human and civil rights.”

Mr. White does not understand
the role or origin of what he calls
“professional ex-Communists” and
professional witnesses now used by
the government against forces fight-
ing for democracy, peace, and eco-
nomic security. He writes:

But what troubled me as I left the
hearings were these circumstances: How

NEGRO PEOPLE AGAINST McCARTHYISM 41

far can democracy, however strong,
permit ex-Communists to file charges
against Dr. Bunche? How close is the
United States to a police state when
individuals whose only claim to recog-
nition is that of willing acceptance of
Communist doctrine and discipline can
make a career and livelihood of appear-
ing on a per diem basis as professional
witnesses against Americans who have
contributed at great sacrifice as much
as Dr. Bunche has towards preserva-
tion of democracy?

This is a serious question. But it
should be understood that the so-
called “ex-Communists” and “profes-
sional witnesses” about whom Mr.
White writes, were, in the main, from
the beginning FBI stoolpigeons in
the Communist Party. They were
planted for future use by the FBI
for purposes of weakening the ef-
forts of Communists fighting for
democracy and peace. Others became
frightened and deserted the struggle
when the fight for democracy met
with a sharpened offensive by reac-
tion. Walter White would make a
mistake if he closed his eyes to the
despicable role played by tools of
reaction against people fighting for
liberation. For instance, it would be
something less than naivete if Mr.
White did not know that similar
plants were in his organization, just
as is the case with trade unions and
other democratic organizations of
the people. History is replete with
examples of use by reaction of such
forces against social progress. The
role of these bloodstained finger-
men, whether in the Communist

Party, trade unions, or NAACP,
is the same. It is to assist McCarthy-
ism by lying, distortion, misrepre-
sentation, character assassination,
provocation and the frame-up of
Communist and non-Communist
leaders fighting for peace, democ-
racy, and security. Their aim is “to
suppress all independent thinking
and weaken those who speak of
human and civil rights.” Indeed,
it could be said that their objective
it to wipe out every vestige of rights
enjoyed by the people.

But McCarthyism strives to real-
ize this not only by use of stool
pigeons, not even primarily by them.
On the contrary, reaction exerts the
full strength of the State to this
end, and utilizes the support of
every medium of propaganda. Unfor-
tunately, when some Negro reform-
ists and Social-Democratic  trade-
union leaders join in the chorus of
ant-Communism, they  perform
basically the same role, only the form
is different. Such things in their
totality increase the danger of a
“police state” in our country.

* * *

The basic defect in the leadership
of Walter White in the struggle for
equality is his acceptance of the non-
existent “Communist danger” thesis.
It is injurious to the struggle for
complete realization of economic,
political, and social equality for the
Negro people. It is equally harmful
to the struggle successfully to defend
the Bill of Rights. This weapon of
anti-Communism is the basis upon
which the enemies of the Negro
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people hope to eliminate from schools
“text-books, courses of study, and
teaching techniques dealing with
human relations and minority group
situations,”  the advocacy of full
equality for Negroes and other
minorities, low cost and non-segre-
gated public housing, non-segregated
education, no jim-crow transporta-
tion and other public accommoda-
tions, FEPC, etc. Anti-Communism
is indeed incompatible with a con-
sistent struggle to realize the dreams
and aspirations of the Negro people.
This Big Lie smoke-screen is used
to promote fascism and H-bomb
war. But Mr. White attempts to do
the impossible: on the one hand, he
is a rabid promoter of anti-Commu-
nism; on the other, a champion of
Negro equality. These irreconcilables
lead him to take positions that
weaken the whole fight for democ-
racy.

For example, Mr. White is rightly
indignant about the attacks upon
Dr. Bunche. He asks: “How close
is the United State coming to a
police state when individuals
can make a career . . . as professional
witnesses against Americans who
have contributed at great sacrifice
as much as Dr. Bunche?” This at-
tack, however, extends to the whole
Negro leadership, among whom are:
Mary McCleod Bethune, W. E. B.
Du Bois, Paul Robeson, and Ben-
jamin J. Davis. Then there are mil-
lions who may not have contributed
“as much as Dr. Bunche” but who,
nevertheless, in Georgia, Alabama,
and Mississippi on the fight for the

ballot, equal representation, and
equality in education are contribut-
ing much “at great sacrifice” to the
“preservation of Democracy.” The
rights of individual leaders cannot
be maintained without successfully
upholding the rights of the masses.
It would be fatal not to defend the
rights of all participants in the strug-
gle, including the rights of Commu-
nists.

He writes approvingly: “Ameri-
can Negroes long ago wisely and
unequivocally denounced and de-
clined to participate in the Commu-
nist Front defense of Negro leader-
ship.” What wisdom can there be in
a rejection of an effort to challenge
McCarthyite attacks on Negro lead-
ership? The fact is that this initi-
ative of farsighted leaders, Commu-
nist and non-Communist, was
greeted by wide circles of Negro
leaders — Republicans,  Democrats,
Communists, and Independents.
Some of them later “unequivocally
denounced” this effort. Mr. White
does not explain why. But it is now
an open secret that this later rejec-
tion came about as a result of organ-
ized pressure from the Department
of Justice, State Department and fear
by Walter White of mass democratic
resistance to McCarthyism.

This fear of democratic mass re-
sistance to the attacks upon Negro
leadership by Mr. White explained
his opposition to the “Committee to
Defend Negro Leadership.” Tt also
explains his refusal to create any
broad forms of resistance. This pol-
icy is based upon the spurious line
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developed by him of doing things
“quietly” lest we run the risk of
“embarrassing” the Administration
or arouse further the wrath of Mc-
Carthyism.

But Mr. White attempts to justify
his policy by falsely labelling this ef-
fort to defend Negro leadership as a
“Communist-front” undertaking. He
accepts and uses this McCarthyite
terminology without even observing
that he is getting himself into a
mess. It is a plain absurdity to accept
the basic premises of McCarthy, and
at the same time try to wage an ef-
fective fight against him. This is
what Walter White does when he
accepts the idea of “Communist-
front.” He unwittingly helps Mec-
Carthy to wage a struggle under this
false banner against democratic
liberties, including the rights of the
NAACP. Would it not be well for
Mr. White to deeply re-study the
“Stand Firm” resolution of the
NAACP? In any event it should be
clear that a successful fight against
McCarthyism can be waged not
solely by a “Negro front,” “Labor
front,” and certainly not by the non-
existent “Communist front.” Com-
munists understand that the defeat
of McCarthyism demands the widest
and deepest unity of all democratic
forces; a unity in which the Com-
munists are an indispensable part.
This is a basic, yet simple, lesson that
needs to be grasped quickly.

Mr. White does not help to speed
this process when he deliberately
distorts the meaning of sincere ef-
forts to bring about such unity. He

makes the assertion that the role of
this committee was simply to “save
the skins of frightened Commu-
nists.” This is just plain deceit. Who
dose not know that suppressive acts
against Communists is the touch-
stone which signalizes an unfolding
offensive by reaction to suppress
democratic liberties for all the peo-
ple? Undoubtedly the committee
wanted to “save skins” from the
growing fascist danger, not only of
Communists but the entire Negro
leadership, including Walter White.
The dangers are upon us now, not
in the distant future. The Commu-
nist Party is fully aware of the
dangers to democratic liberties in
this situation which the resolution
of the g44th Convention of the
NAACP characterized as “the at-
mosphere of inquisition which [is]
whirling unchecked in our nation’s
capital until it now borders upon
the proportions and destructiveness
of a tornado. .. .”

This simple fact is not seen by Mr.
White. After rejecting the “Com-
mittee to Defend Negro Leadership,”
he writes: “But the time may be
close when Negroes who have spoken
out and worked against racial big-
otry on the basis of American prin-
ciples and not as stooges of Commu-
nists will need to take concerted
action against those who would de-
stroy them for speaking out.”

This position is a step backward
from the “Stand Firm” resolution
adopted at the 44th Convention, and
the resolution was brought about pri-
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marily because of the mass inter-
vention of the membership. Mr.
White cleverly attempts to put brakes
on this surging movement for “con-
certed action” now by the device
that “the time may be close.” Mr.
White, at the same time, sets up loy-
alty standards of his own. By this
neat trick he wants the Powers That
Be to know that the defense will be
provided for only a select number
of Negro leaders. This is the mean-
ing of the phrase “working against
racial bigotry on the basis of Ameri-
can principles and not stooges of
Communists. . . .” The logic of
this position is that there will be
no opposition to McCarthyism so
long as certain Negro leaders are
not victimized. The fact is that by
non-support to the others Walter
White, by silence, will assist McCar-
thy. And this is done by twisting
the concept of American principles
in the same way as McCarthy does.

Mr. White is saying in another way
that Negro leadership which does
not support the Hydrogen-bomb for-

eign policy of the government, arms
program, and the gradualist ap-
proach to equality for the Negro peo-
ple is not working against “racial
bigotry on the basis of American
principles. . . " Thus, such out-
standing champions of peace and
freedom as Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois,
Paul Robeson, Benjamin J. Davis,
etc,, will not be defended by the
NAACP. But it must be understood
that the attacks upon Bethune,
Bunche and others could not have
taken place if from the beginning
the McCarthyite attacks against Du
Bois, Robeson and Davis had been
effectively challenged. The policy
now of Walter White with his “loy-
alty standards” can only extend to
other Negro leaders the whiplash of
McCarthyism. Mr. White’s policies
must be rejected by the mass inter-
vention of the membership of the
NAACP. For victory in this titanic
struggle requires the maximum ex-
ertion of democratic strength with-
out giving a single inch to the forces
of reaction.

Reply to a Priest’s Letter

By William Z. Foster

In mid-July, just past, I received
a letter from a ranking New York
Catholic clergyman, proposing that
I resume the affiliation to the Catho-
lic Church which 1 broke off two
generations ago. In my reply on July
27th, I pointed out to him that this
proposal was utterly impossible and
I explained some of the reasons why.
My letter 1s appended herewith, but
as my correspondent requested that
I do not publish his letter, I am un-
able to include it. The text of my
letter follows:

Dear Sir:

Please excuse me for not making
an earlier reply to your letter of July
7th, as I have been out of the city and
it reached me only a few days ago.
This also explains my absence when
you called at my home.

I appreciate very much your con-
cern regarding my spiritual welfare,
and also your sincerity in this matter.
The fact is, however, that, as a Marx-
ist, I find that the dialectical ma-
terialist viewpoint fully satisfies me
in meeting the everyday problems of
life, as well as in confronting the per-
spective of eventual natural dissolu-
tion by death. In my outlook on life
there is no place for religion.
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It is now about sixty years since
I parted company with religion. In
my book, From Bryan to Stalin, 1
have described at some length how
I came to break with my early re-
ligious beliefs through a boyhood
reading of Paine, Lecky, Draper,
Gibbon, Darwin, Spencer and others.
The atheist position I developed
through this reading has been great-
ly strengthened by my experience in
life, including eventually the reading
of Marx and Lenin.

My ideological development, away -
from religion and toward a material-
ist view of life, is the expression in
me as an individual of the basic in-
tellectual development, in this gen-
eral respect, that society as a whole
has been undergoing during this
whole period. Religion, in its thou-
sands of varieties, was first evolved
by primitive man everywhere as the
most logical explanation he could de-
vise of the complex, mysterious and
often terrifying natural phenomena
with which he was surrounded, as
well as to work out a plausible con-
ception of his own and the world’s
existence. In this respect religion
was, therefore, historically inevitable;
it marked a very important stage in
man’s long and, eventually, increas-
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ingly successful efforts towards un-
derstanding rationally both himself
and his environment.

The advance of science (and also
that of industry which accompanies
science) has rendered obsolete those
metaphysical and legendary concep-
tions upon which all religions, with-
out exception, are based. Science has
long since given irrefutable material-
ist explanations of all the phenomena
which terrified and puzzled the sim-
ple hunters and cultivators of the soil
of long ago, which caused them to
improvise, in one form or another,
the supernatural explanations that
still provide the basis for all the ma-
jor religions of today—Christianity,
Judaism, Mohammedanism, Bud-
dism, Hinduism, Confucianism,
Shintoism, etc. In the modern world,
which is increasingly permeated with
science, there is therefore no longer
the inevitability, and in the long run,
even the possibility, of a religious in-
terpretation of man and the world.
Science has provided true answers,
which religion could not possibly do.

The progress of science is the ma-
jor reason why religion, especially
in the more developed countries, is
now sinking into a profound, in-
curable, and ever-decpening crisis,
One of the most basic ideological
changes at present taking place in
the world resides in the fact that the
peoples are gradually (swiftly, in an
historical sense) moving away from
a religious to a scientific outlook
upon life. To escape this dilemma
(which is ultimately fatal to religion)
by attempting to “harmonize” sci-

ence and religion, is altogether futile.
It has now become virtually impos-
sible for a thoroughly modern per-
son, even if he wants to do so, ac-
tually to believe the old legends,
primitive philosophies, and imagi-
nary history upon which all religions
are founded. However, religious con-
victions, with a background of thou-
sands of years, are naturally deep-
seated. We have seen in the Soviet
Union and elsewhere that they con-
tinue, although in a diminishing de-
gree, over into the new socialist
regimes, where freedom of religiour
beliefs is an established principle.

Along with the advance of sciencr
and industry, one of the many othe’
forces that are undermining religior
structurally and at its ideological
base is the fact that the Church, ar
represented by its top hierarchy, har
identified itself with political rear
tion. The Church, of course, has its
own great revolutionary and even
communist traditions, but these have
long since fallen into abeyance. This
is not to ignore the fact that in Spain,
France, Italy, and other Catholic
countries many of the lower clergy
have loyally and bravely supported
the cause of the workers and the
people. The Catholic Church, how-
ever as an institution and as ex-
pressed by the political policies of its
leaders, fought to preserve obsolete
feudalism all over Europe; it con-
doned chattel slavery in the United
States and elsewhere despite several
Papal pronouncements to the con-
trary; it bears a very heavy respon-
sibility for the great mass of illit-
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eracy, poverty, and tyranny now pre-
vailing in Laitn America, where for
centuries it was the State Church
and possessed not only religious, but
also decisive economic and politi-
cal powers. Characteristically, the
Church is one of the basic forces
now fighting to preserve obsolete
capitalism and its reactionary ruling
classes, in the face of advancing de-
mocracy and socialism. '
This political reaction not only
tends to scparate the masses physi-
cally from the Church, but also, in
the end, to undermine their religious
faith in Church doctrines: A classi-
cal example in this respect was the
catastrophe, both organizationally
and doctrinally among the masses,
that befell the Greek Orthodox
Church in Russia as the result of its
continued support of ultra-reaction-
ary tsarism and capitalism. Similar
mistakes have been made and are
still being made by the Catholic
Church in Poland, Czechoslovakia,
and elsewhere, where the people
have started on the road to socialism.
In the long run, the Church is bound
to suffer heavy losses in religious
prestige and mass support by its pres-
ent attempts to discipline and coerce
the Catholic masses in France, Italy,
Spain and many other capitalist coun-
tries, not only by political but also
by religious pressures, into support-
ing politically their class enemies.
The New York Times of July 18,
1954 reports a characteristic example,
in Holland, of such religious pressure
for political purposes. It says: “On
May 30, the country’s seven Roman

Catholic bishops issued a mandate
forbidding co-religionists to remain
members of the Socialist trade-union
group. The holy sacrament would be
refused to those who disobeyed and,
if the offenders died without repent-
ing, they would be denied Church
burial, the mandate stated.” Such im-
permissible coercion of the workers
is not only futile in itself, but it re-
acts strongly against the Church.

Negative consequences for the
Church in the United States, too, are
bound to follow from the present
condoning of McCarthy fascism by
the upper hierarchy. The anti-Mc-
Carthy stand of some of the lower
clergy and especially the speech of
Bishop Sheil of Chicago are out-
standing exceptions to the general
rule among the higher Catholic
clerics. The fact that the world capi-
talist system, now obsolete and mori-
bund, has to enlist the Catholic hier-
archy into its active service to help
protect it from the justified demo-
cratic-peace demands of the masses
can only have eventual disastrous ef-
tects upon the Church, by putting it
athwart the economic and political
interests, organizations and struggles
of the great masses of the people, in-
cluding those of the great rank and
file of the church itself.

We Communists fully recognize
that there are great numbers of hon-
est and intelligent people who still
retain, in greater or lesser degree,
their religious beliefs, and we would
be the last to offend them in these
convictions. At the same time, we
likewise recognize that these masses
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of religious workers, peasants, and
other toilers also have the same eco-
nomic, political, and social interests
as ourselves. Like the workers in
general, they want to maintain peace
in the world; they are also basically
opposed to fascism, including its
American variant, McCarthyism;
and they ardently want to protect
and improve their economic condi-
tions and general living stndards.

To these broad working masses the
Communist Party extends the hand
of friendship and political coopera-
tion, regardless of their religious ide-
ology. The latest expression in the
United States of this universal Com-
munist policy is contained in the
Communist Party’s new statement
of program, which says:

The Communist Party declares that
it seeks no conflict with any church or
any American’s religious beliefs. On
the contrary, we stretch out our hand
in the fellowship of common struggle
for our mutual goal of peace, democ-
racy and security to all regardless of
religious belief. We stand on the funda-
mental principle of the Constitution
which guarantees religious freedom by
separating church and state. . . .

That this Communist attitude of
fraternal solidarity is increasingly
understood and appreciated by Cath-
olic masses is especially demonstrat-
ed, among other examples, by the
fact that of the more than ten mil-
lion Communist members and vot-
ers in predominantly Catholic France,
Italy and Belgium, the vast majority

have a Catholic background. The
contention is nonsensical that reli-
gion in general, or any particular
sect, can successfully bar the progress
of the great movements of the work-
ers, peasants, and oppressed peoples,
and ultimately the establishment of
Socialism. In many countries, includ-
ing our own, countless masses of
religious-minded workers — Catho-
lics, Protestants, and Jews—actively
favor the basic issues of the Com-
munists in the fight against war,
against fascism, and for protection
against economic crises. One of the
very greatest political facts of our
times is that throughout the world
the Communists today stand in ac-
tive cooperation literally with hun-
dreds of millions of workers and
other toilers, of all religious faiths, in
the common fight to prevent world
fascism and war and to advance their
everyday economic and political de-
mands against capitalist reaction-
aries, and also, in many countries,
for the mutual building of Socialism.
The foregoing is my outlook on
religion in general and the Catholic
Church in particular. I am one of
those countless millions who are be-
ing carried along in the great ideo-
logical progress of our age, which
heads away from metaphysical-reli-
gious concepts and toward a rational-
materialist outlook upon life. The
possibility of reversing this trend,
so far as I personally am concerned,
it utterly unthinkable to me.
Sincerely yours,
WirLiam Z. Foster

The Political Situation in Cuba*

By Alfredo Gomez

In THE EARLY hours of March 10, 1952,
a military coup placed General Ful-
gencio Batista in power in Cuba. It
was he who began a shifting political
career nineteen years before, Septem-
ber 4, 1933, as chief of the army ser-
geants who dismissed their officers.
Batista from then on was a virtual dic-
tator, supported by the army from
1933 until 1939-40, when, holding a
Constituent Assembly respecting the
will of the citizens, he was elected
to the Presidency of the Republic by
a coalition of democratic forces, and
governed Cuba until 1944.

The coup of March 10 surprised al-
most all the Cuban people and con-
founded the bourgeois and petty-bour-
geois leaders. One part of the people,
including important sectors of the
working class, was so disgusted with
the government of the “authentics”
(as the members of the Partido Revo-
lucionario of Grau and Prio were
known), with their capitulation to
North American imperialism, their ad-
ministrative corruption, their division-
ism in the labor movement, as not to
take into full account the political posi-
tion of Batista before March 10, and
to believe that the couwp d’erar might
mean a return to the democratic way

* Urgent considerations of space have compelled
a condensation of the text of this article—ed.
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which to a certain degree had charac-
terized the Batista government from
1940 1O 1Q44.

The bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
leaders, the overthrown “authentics”
of President Carlos Prio’s PRC as well
as the so-called “orthodox” of the Par-
tido del Pueblo Cubano (the strongest
political party in the country, whose
victory in the June, 1952 elections
seemed virtually sure after the Partido
Socialista Popular announced its sup-
port of the PPC’s candidate, a little be-
fore March 10, 1952), saw in the coup
d’etat a simple consequence of Ba-
tista’s unbridled personal ambitions.
They saw it as a new adventure of his
in company with his henchmen, taking
advantage of the discredit of the Prio
government with the masses and the
decomposition of the authority of the
army, to grab the plum and prevent the
victory of the orthodox PPC in the an-
nounced elections.

Dr. Prio put the blame for the coup
on the “orthodox” PPC, whose cam-
paign of “defamation,” according to
him, had softened the army, facilitating
Batista’s operation. The “orthodox”
PPC held Dr. Prio responsible: his
corrupt conduct, larcenies and scandals
had made penetration of the army easy
for Batista’s partisans.

Neither of the bourgeois groups gave
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any sign of knowing the real origins

of the March 10 coup: North American

imperialist policy.

It was up to the Partido Socialista
Popular to uncover the nature of the
coup d’etat, foresee the course of Ba-
tista’s policy and its content, and show
the people the only valid way of strug-
gle.

THE POSITION OF THE
PARTIDO SOCIALISTA
POPULAR
The same morning of March 10, 2

few hours after announcing the pres-

ence of Batista in Camp Columbia,

the Partido Socialista Popular issued a

statement by its National Executive

Committee denouncing the coup d’etat

as reactionary and contrary to the peo-

ple’s interests, and calling the masses
to combat it.

Less than seventy-two hours later the
National Executive Cominittee publicly
released an extensive political analysis
which helped the Cuban people to be-
gin to understand the situation facing
the country.

In its document the PSP warned that
the roth of March had had a long
process of gestation. “This coup,” it
said, “is a manifestation of the policy
followed by North American imperial-
ists in Latin America in tune with
their orientation of war and aggression.”
In this period, it added: “Washington
favors the installation in power, in
our countries, of the most reactionary
and anti-popular militarist, feudalist
and bourgeois factions. . . . The im-
perialists do everything possible to pre-
vent the existence or establishment in
our countries of governments with a
popular base, an anti-imperialist orien-
tation or a tinge of the Left. . . . The
imperialists fear,” the declaration con-
tinues, “that governments with a popu-

lar base, even if they are directed by
anti-Communist bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois, will see themselves obliged,
under the pressure of the masses of the
people who are mobilized by the bour-
geols’ own promises, to make conces-
sions to the sentiment for national in-
dependence and peace and to the de-
mands of workers and farmers.”

The PSP referred to preparations
of the coup announced by the North
American journalist Tomlinson, who
had written, shortly before, in the
Miami Herald, that Cuba needed “a
strong man” and that Batista seemed
to be the man. The PSP warned
that imperialism was alarmed at the
growing discredit of its servants in the
trade-union movement (Mujal, Cofifio
and other “labor leaders”). Likewise
imperialism foresaw that the candidate
of Prio and of Washington, the en-
gineer Hevia, would lose the election,
as public opinion, impelled by the
policy of the PSP, had oriented itself
decisively toward the PPC  (“ortho-
dox”) candidacy represented by Dr.
Agramonte. The landslide of opposi-
tion votes, according to the analysis of
the Cuban Communists, would have
produced profound and important
changes in the orientation of the coun-
try, whatever might have been the in-
tentions and views of the bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois chiefs of the PPC.

Therefore the double objective of
Washington in pushing Batista’s coup
d’etar consisted in:

1. Preventing the defeat of Prio and
Hevia by a landslide in the June elec-
tions, and

2. Putting the power into Batista’s
hands with the hope that he, without
the unpopularity of the government,
could carry forward the policy of impe-
rialism.
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Thus the PSP tock pains to explain
very clearly to the masses that Batista
represented not a positive change of
the situation but a reactionary turn
for the worse, that Batista would do
nothing but push and develop the im-
perialist policy in Cuba. It was not pos-
sible to expect that Batista intended
a policy of peace, independence, ag-
rarian reform, defense of industry, sub-
sidy for the unemployed, etc. '

Basing itself on this analysis the
Partido Socialista Popular predicted
correctly: “The Batista government

. though it undertakes some dema-
gogic measures, can not climinate the
causes of popular discontent and will
incur the unpopularity of the govern-
ments of Grau and Prio.”

UNITY AND STRUGGLE OF
THE MASSES

As can well be understood, the Par-
tido Socialista Popular was not preoc-
cupied solely with analyzing the
causes of the reactionary coup and
foresceing the course of events. It
laid successive bases for the mobiliza-
tion of the Cuban people to oppose
the intentions of Washington and Ba-
tista.

It cast aside the ideas of “putsch” and
so-called “insurrectional” adventures
which began to prosper in certain
petty-bourgeois  sectors; it rejected
equally the attitude of passivity and
waiting of the leaders of other groups,
and formulated the way of action:

“The union of the popular forces and
the action of the masses,” it said, *‘“can
prevent the government from taking the
course of open reaction and postponing in-
definitely the elections which were to take
place the First of June. The union of the
popular forces, the regroupment of the strug-

gle of the masses in the new conditions, can
give Cuba the needed way out. The key to
the people’s victory continues to be, today as
yesterday, unity, the united front, the mo-
bilization of the united masses.

Also the PSP formulated the pro-
gram of political demands springing
from the reality created by the roth of
March and one capable of uniting the
masses in struggle. This program com-
prised the following demands:

Complete restoration of the Constitution.

Re-establishment of the constitutional guar-
antees.

Respect of the prerogatives and functions of
Congress  (Parliament).

Effectively breaking up the gangster or-
ganizations and putting the hoodlums in jail.

Democracy for the workers, without gov-
ernmental Impositions or interferences, to
free themselves from the directives which
were 1mposed on them and elect their lead-
ers by democratic vote,

Respect of the workers’ right to strike
and struggle for their demands, rights and
betterment.

Respect for municipal autonomy.

The Superior Electoral Tribunal to call
elections, to be held before September so
as not to let Congress die away, and so
as to quash certain proposals prolonging the
terms of senators and representatives.

In enunciating this program the PSP
let it be understood that carrying it
out would not solve the vital prob-
lems of the country. Such a solution, it
warned, could be brought about only
by the constitution of a Democratic
National Front government, that is,
a government representing the alliance
of the working class, the farmers, the
city petty-bourgeoisie, and the demo-
cratic and progressive sectors of the
national bourgeoisie, and capable of
applying a program of national inde-
pendence, democracy and peace under
the leadership of the proletariat and its

party.
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EVENTS FOLLOWED THE
COURSE FORESEEN BY
THE PSP

Immediately after March 10 the bour-
geois and petty-bourgeois political lead-
ers, chiefly the followers of the deposed
President Prio and the chiefs of the
Partido del Pueblo Cubano (orthodox)
founded by the late Senator Chibas,
started on a course which has led them
to a dead end and has prevented the
popular unity indispensable for making
a stand against the Batista tyranny.

At the base of this false policy has
been submission, in more or less de-
gree, to Washington, with the intent
of gaining the good will or support
of North American imperialism to de-
feat Batista and replace him.

Thus instead of going to work to
group the masses for a struggle not
only against Batista but against the
North  American imperialism which
manipulated him, and with a program
not only of “institutional restoration”
but one directed at combatting the
profound politico-economic-social crisis
affecting Cuba as the result of impe-
rialist oppression, the bourgeois oppo-
sition dedicated itself to appealing to
Washington (Prio) and to the UN.
(orthodox). On the failure of these
intentions, the leaders of these oppo-
sitionist sectors, fearing any action of
the masses, took refuge in a tactic at the
center of which were “putsch,” con-
spiracies, counter-coups in combination
with old military chiefs, terrorist acts,
or in default, they proceeded to adopt
a passive attitude of mere “resistance”
without bringing the people into the
struggle. )

But the march of events demonstrated
what the Partido Socialista Popular,
guided by its Secretary General, Com-

rade Blas Roca, had known to be the
content and perspective of the events
of the roth of March. The root cause
of the coup had to be sought in impe-
rialism and its policy for all Latin
America. The crime of Batista con-
sisted not solely nor chiefly in alter-
ing the political institutions of Cuba,
but in having done so in the service
of Washington to further the reaction-
ary, anti-national, anti-popular and
anti-labor plan which the governments
of Grau and Prio had not been able
to put across by constitutional ways.

The facts from March 1952 to date
confirmed these predictions. . . .

The Partido Socialista Popular strives
to make the masses understand that the
origin of the crisis is in the deformation
of Cuban enonomy forced by North
American imperialism, and that the
March coup did nothing but sharpen
some aspects of this crisis which is
deepened in quality as Batista applies
the policy imposed by Washington.

THE POPULAR MASSES
RESIST

The Cuban people, especially the
proletariat, have resisted courageously
the tyranny of Batista and his attempt
to put into practice the imperialist-boss
plan. . . .

A decisive moment of this battle was
May First of this year. A hundred and
fifty unions belonging to the CTC
applied to the pro-imperialist hierarchs
demanding that they hold a united
p(ll‘.’.{l’lﬁ instt‘ﬂll Uf_ I.}O\"illg Lo Ehc gﬂ\"'
ernment requirement that the parade
be suspended. Mujal and his partners
resisted, but in spite of themselves
they had to hold a rally in Havana.
There the combative presence of the
worker masses gave the speakers a tone
of censure of the government and pre-
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vented anyone from speaking for an
anti-Communist policy. The rally—the
bourgeois press had to admit—was a
formidable victory for the unity forces
of the working class, a demonstration
of the proletariat’s spirit of struggle,
and of the defeat of the traitor leader-
ship. At the same time in other places
of the country the working class won
the right of holding united parades.

Since the First of May the struggles
have continued among the tobacco
workers, sisal workers, railway work-
ers (there have been hundreds of lay-
offs) and other sectors of labor. In spite
of having installed an open tyranny,
which cancelled the Constitution,
abolished democratic rights, shut down
the newspaper Hoy and other demo-
cratic publications, in spite of govern-
ing by means of the SIM (Service of
Military Investigation) and the army,
Batista has not been able to carry out
fully the plan of Washington.

In their desperation and impotence
the government and the Yankee em-
bassy have redoubled their persecution
of the Cuban Communists. Ambas-
sador Gardner himself angrily dictated
to Mujal the order that the Commu-
nists who had acquired posts of lead-
ership in unions and industrial federa-
tions should be expelled brutally. In
the same way the Embassy dictated to
the government a law declaring Com-
munist militancy incompatible with the
performance of civil service. But the
CTC has not been able to execute
its anti-Communist agreements. The
workers of the principal cigar factories
of Havana and Ranchuelo, the sugar
and port workers, have militantly re-
fused to accept the dismissal, for
ideological reasons, of their real lead-
ers, whom they elected with their votes.
Meanwhile the first government-dic-

tated dismissal of “Communist” teach-
ers—affecting, as was to be expected,
many educators completely alien to
Marxism—brought forth firm protest
and struggle from the basic teachers’
organizations, seeking to force their
anti-Communist national leaders to re-
voke agreements in support of the gov-
ernment policy and take up the defense
of the dismissed.

THE CUBAN PEOPLE AGAINST
TYRANNY

The resistance of the working class,
farmers, white-collar workers against
the “readjustment” plans of imperial-
ism and the bosses which the govern-
ment has tried to carry out, is bound
up with the active and militant stand,
on the political terrain, against the
tyranny of Batista. When the first mo-
ments of confusion were past the over-
whelming majority of Cubans went
nto active or passive opposition to the
government. . . .

The government has combatted
brutally the opposition of the Cuban
people. The SIM, a real Gestapo, or-
ganized the surveillance of the movies,
factories, street corners. Protesters were
arrested and beaten. Demonstrations
were fired on, causing many deaths.
The University of Havana, center of
the student struggle, was assaulted on
more than one occasion in open viola-
tion of the university autonomy which
prohibits police access.

But the people did not shrink before
this governmental assault. It can be said
that there have existed favorable con-
ditions to organize the Cuban popular
resistance and transform it, by unity,
into an instrument capable of defeat-
ing the government and making its

policy fall back.
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If the Cuban people have not
achieved these objectives it must be at-
tributed decisively to the false policy
of the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
leadership of the opposition parties,
which have not been overcome, we
must admit, by the efforts of the Par-
tido Socialista Popular.

PUTSCH, ADVENTURISM,
PASSIVITY

In effect the policy of these leaders,
of the group of Carlos Prio as
well as of the different factions into
which the former Partido del Pueblo
founded by Chib4s is split, has been
guided by the hope of achieving the
defeat of Batista through a combina-
tion of every type of minority action
(counter-coups d’érar with the aid of
factions in the army, putsch, terrorism,
etc.) with the hope of receiving the
support of Washington. Nor was there
lack of the technique employed by the
presidential candidate of the “ortho-
doxy” in 1952, Dr. Agramonte, which
consisted 1n wanting, waiting, wating
without doing anything, in the expec-
tation also that North American im-
perialism, on proof of the failure of
Batista, would choose Agramonte as
his substitute because of the prestige
which might be gained by the pose of
apparent intransigence toward the re-
gune.

The common denominator of all
these tendencies has been the sabotage
of unity and popular action. Although
in all these groups there have existed
some forces, especially among the youth
of the “orthodox” party, which support
popular unity, the bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois leaders have been afraid to
transfer the center of the struggles to
the masses. In reality they arc alarmed

by the perspective of a profound

de-

1tics

per-

heir

submission to Washington, launching

Cuba on the way of national liberation.

The Partido Socialista Popular has

not been able, so far, to organize this

unity of the Cuban people. In part, be-

cause of evident objective factors; in

part, because of the persistence of sec-

tarian hang-overs and a certain political

immaturity at the base which made it

difficult for the correct line of unity to
make way into the masses.

against the military barracks in San-
tiago de

sion of

from the

Camp C

tempt failed at the cost of more than a
hundred lives.

The government availed itself of the
excuse to effect a barbarous repression;
in Santiago de Cuba it assassinated the
majority of the participants, suspended
the guarantees, threw into prison
numerous leaders of opposition parties
(among others Comrades Lizaro Pefia
and Joaquin Ordoqui), illegalized the
Partido Socialista Popular, attacked the
houses of its leaders again, took military
possession of the daily Hoy and shut
it down. The anti-popular terror was
redoubled. The events of July 26 gave
a set-back, momentarily, to the rising
movement of the masses and gave the
government the opportunity to provide
itself with military reinforcement.

The year that has passed since the
events of Santiago de Cuba has served
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to regroup the forces of the people and
bring about—as has been reviewed—
mighty struggles of workers and farm-
ers. The center of this great battle has
been the Partido Socialista Popular.

In politics, for many months one
part of the bourgeois opposition con-
tinued putting its hope in a supposed
“Insurrection”  (putsch, in reality)
which was to have been carried out by
the reactionary and Bonapartist ex-
Minister of Education wunder Prio,
Aureliano Sinchez Arango. . . .

In the course of events, with
the putschist conspiracies quelled, with-
out popular unity having been achieved
but with a people in active resistance,
full of hate for imperialism and the
government, came the moment when
it was necessary to adopt a policy in
connection with the elections called
by Batista for next November 1.

POSITIONS ON THE CALLED
ELECTIONS

The attitude of the oppositionist
parties to the elecions corresponded to
their respective strategic and tactical
positions.

The majority of the bourgeois sec-
tors proclaimed, from the beginning,
an abstentionist position, a sort of pas-
sive boycott to the electoral process. . ..

The base of this abstentionism was
the demand—just, in principle—
... for the direct vote, that is that the

of the 1940 Constitution be in effect
and that the more democratic Code of
1943 be installed. A common slogan

was the demand that a neutral control
be established to preside over the elec-
tions.

“Without these concessions,” de-
clared the majority of the bourgeois
parties, “we will stay away from the
clections.”

The exception among the bourgeois
oppositionists was Dr. Grau San Mar-
tin, ex-President of the Republic. From
the first moment Grau took refuge
in the thesis that as the dilemma of
Cuba was “bullets or ballots” and it
was impossible to trust to bullets as
efficacious recourse, it was necessary
to take part in the elections. This was
his strategy. His tactics consisted in
taking advantage of the government’s
need that some oppositionist participate
in the elections to make himself the
center of polarization of all those who
wanted to oppose Batista on the elec-
toral terrain; at the same time he
maneuvered to keep the government
from making concessions to the other
oppositionists so as to make himself
the only candidate opposed to Batista.
To attain this Grau did not vacillate
in backing Batista in his refusal to con-
cede the direct vote, and declared him-
self disposed to participate in the elec-
tions under any condition with the sole
guarantee that the votes would be
counted at the very moment the voting
terminated.

The Partido Socialista Popular
adopted the position befitting a party
of the revolutionary proletariat.

In effect the PSP declared that the
clections on the terms called by Ba-
tista would be z farce, a mockery of
the will of the peeple. It would be prac-
tically impossible for the people to par-
ticipate in these elections with their
programs of struggle and with inde-
pendent, progressive and anti-impe-
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rialist candidates. The adopted voting
system tended to assure beforehand the
victory of the government candidates.
It was a matter of anti-democratic elec-
tions.

Consequently it was necessary to
launch a systematic struggle based on
the unity of the masses to change the
conditions of the called elections and
secure:

The direct vote.

The political guarantees of the 1940
Constitution.

The Electoral Code of 1943.*

Facilitation of organizing parties,
including progressive and anti-imper-
ialist ones.

Democratic liberties; end of the shut-
down of Hoy, etc.; liberty for the polit-
ical prisoners, etc.

The PSP called for the struggle for
these demands, organized it within the
limits of its influence and tried to in-
corporate the other parties into such
a battle.

But at the same time the PSP re-
fused to accept the false “boycottist”
or “abstentionist” theisis. In August
1953, a little after the repression fol-
lowing July 26, the Party said in its
document of analysis:

That it was struggling and would
continue to struggle for really demo-
cratic elections (in the bourgeois sense
of the term, of course) to change the
farcical character which the govern-
ment tried to impress on them, but that
it rejected as incorrect the uncondi-
tional tactic of “boycott” adopted by the
bourgeois leaderships for the eventu-
ality that the democratic demands were
not obtained. “Boycott, in the struggle

* The government Code required a minimum
of 150,000 affiliated voters to constitute a party.
The Code of ‘43, based on the Constitution of
‘40, required only 2% of the voters, that is
60,000 afbliated.

of the revolutionary proletariat,” as the
document brought to mind, “is for
the purpose of making the elections
impossible, taking from the reaction-
ary power the electoral procedure and
passing it to the revolutionary power.”
“In the actual conditions in Cuba,” it
added, “boycott could lead only to leav-
ing the way free to thé reactionary
power. . . . For this reason it would
give the ball to the Batista govern-
ment, and must be r¢jected as an inop-
portune and false tactic in the actual
Cuban situation.” And the PSP gave
its precise position in these words:

“(Be the elections) general or partial,
municipal or constituent, in January
or in June, we must take part in them,
profiting by them to mobilize the peo-
ple for the program of the democratic
solution, to put ourselves in contact
with the broad masses.”

Later, in April 1954, in the session
of the Plenum of the National Com-
mittee, Comrade Diaz said in his cen-
tral report:

. . . The corrcct course for the people in
the present circumstances is concretely this:

Unite the opposition and the masses to
obtain free elections and thus the defeat of
putschism, “possibilism” and any compromise
behind the backs of the masses.

In any case to keep alive the struggle for
the economic demands and democratic slo-
gans, for free elections and for the National
Democratic Front program, and prepare fo
utilize for this struggle for these demands
even the very farce which the governmens
s organizing.

In consonance with this political line
the PSP, united with democratic and
anti-imperialist ~ forces, helped to
organize, within the electoral require-
ments in force, a united front party.
But this was arbitrarily rejected by
pressure of the government and the
Yankee Embassy.
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Working on this political line, the
PSP made fruitless efforts to bring the
bourgeois opposition parties to the
course of mass struggle for the program
which they themselves had drawn up
and which coincided, in general terms,
with that of thePSP. But, as we have
seen, it did not work out because pur-
schist ideas and passivity prevailed in
these sectors. Even at that, some im-
portant concessions were obtained. For
example, the elections originally were
for Congress (Senate and Chamber)
and this sccondarily would elect the
President; instead the elections were
to be general for the people to elect
all officers. . . .

Also the monstrous Public Order law
was repealed (it practically prevented
all popular expression), though the gov-
ernment substituted for it specifically
“anti-Communist” laws which it
utilizes against all its opponents.

To sum up, it can be said that al-
though the anti-democratic terms of
the called elections continue to prevail,
the elections have to be held next
November 1—unless the government
itself interrupts them with a new blow
at the people.

THE NEGATIVE VOTE

In these circumstances, and putting
into practice its political line, the Par-
tido Socialista Popular formulated a
tactical position which has changed
the political panorama of the country
sensationally. In these moments it
seems evident that the November 1
elections will bring a landslide of votes
defeating the government and con-
demning its policy by the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people.

The position of the PSP was ex-
plained simultaneously in a call of its

National Executive Bureau to the peo-
ple and a letter addressed by Juan
Marinello and Salvador Garcia Aguero
to different oppositionist leaders.

In summary the PSP said:

Popular unity to force upon the govern-
ment a change in the conditions of the called
eleetion has not succeeded in spite of the
efforts made by different groups, principally
by the Partido Socialista Popular.

The government persists in holding the
clections November 1. Grau is disposed to
participate in them.

Putschist, insurrectionary and other such
hopes have failed irrevocably.

A considerable part of the people, disil-
lustoned by the lack of unity and by the
failure of the “insurrectional” promiscs pre-
pares to utilize the elections as a way of
expressing their disgust with the govern-
ment. This part of the population will grow
more and more as the elections draw nearer,

Consequently the electoral boycott, already
considered false by this Party, is made im-
practicable. The only correct way, the way
which the government itself has given us, is
to utilize the very farce-elections (without
ccasing to denounce them and fight against
them) to obtain the condemnation of the
government and its policy in the farce-elec-
tions.

To secure this political condemnation
the PSP worked out its slogan of
VOTE AGAINST, OR NEGATIVE
VOTE. In fact it is not a matter of vot-
ing in favor of Grau. Grau is not the
solution. Grau obeys the same pro-im-
perialist source as the present govern-
ment does, he follows, in general terms,
a similar policy. Grau made a corrupt
government before, he is responsible
for the labor split at the instigation
of Washington, he is responsible too
for the death of Jesiis Menéndez and
of other labor leaders. It would be false
to create in the masses any illusion that
if Grau is elected he will apply a
democratic or progressive program.
But in spite of this it is necessary to
call the people to vote AGAINST
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BATISTA (which can be done only by
casting their votes for Grau), defining
this vote politically as a NEGATIVE
VOTE, a vote of condemnation. The
Grau-method will be used, but only
because it is the only practical way of
condemning the government and its
pro-imperialist and reactionary policy.

Every ballot in the box will mean a
protest against the anti-democratic as-
saults and outrages, the cession of our
lands to the King Ranch, the delivery of
our economy over to imperialism, “anti-
Communism,” working-class division,
in short, for the pro-imperialist, anti-
national, anti-worker and anti-people
policy.

In their letter to the oppositionist
leaders, Marinello and Garcia Aguero
pointed out an evident tactical value
in the public announcement (which
the opposition would formulate in a
document) that if the government
stubbornly maintained the anti-demo-
cratic conditions of the election the op-
position would call the masses to vote
against the government in the Grau
column. The tactical value was this:
when the government faced the alter-
native of modifying the anti-democratic
conditions of the called elections or
receiving, as punishment for its ob-
stinacy, the manifest condemnation by
the elcctorate united in a vote against
the government on a single candidate,
it was not difficult to suppose that it
would prefer to open up the possibility
of splitting the opposition forces, and,
by conceding the direct vote, amnesty
and other popular demands, draw into
participating in the clection the sectors
hitherto abstaining. This step, in turn,
would make it possible to organize a
real united and democratic force which
would facilitate the consolidation of the
masses with a progressive program,

sparing the people the necessity of vot-
ing for Grau San Martin.

The accuracy and force of this
line  were perceived immediately
by the more sagacious political leaders
of the country. It was certainly neces-
sary for the line formulated by the PSP
to prevail, in order to defeat the last
efforts which were still made in the
middle of July by numerous political
chiefs to organize a “third front” or
“third candidacy” distinct from those
of Grau or Batista. The pretext for this
political effort seemed plausible on the
surface. The supporters of it affirmed
their wish to give the masses the op-
portunity to cast a “positive” vote not
only against Batista but for a candi-
date and a program capable of mobiliz-
ing popular enthusiasm. Since Grau
did not represent a hope and his can-
didacy would be supported with repug-
nance, they wished, they asserted, to
forge a force capable of placing the
battle on the best political terrain. But
in reality, as was revealed at once in the
accurate analysis of the PSP, there was
not the slightest possibility of organiz-
ing, at that moment, a third candidacy
with chances of victory; the real effect
of this “third force” would be to divide
the votes opposed to the government.
It could benefit only some of those
who hatched the maneuver as these
might obtain some senatorial posts at
the cost of an electoral confirmation of
Batista in power.

This political game was defeated by
a rigorous attack from the PSP, and
by its own lack of consistency. The
political panorama of Cuba on the eve
of November 1 was quite clear, and the
question: with the government or
against the government? was reaching
its full dramatic intensity.

It can be said that the tactic worked

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN CUBA 59

out by the Partido Socialista Popular
has taken hold decisively. Opposition
leaders of great public influence, notably
the radio commentator Jose Pardo
Llado (considered the most popular
leader among the bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois opposition), have subscribed
to the PSP thesis. Although the minor-
ity who string along with Dr. Prio
and “insurrection” or with Dr. Agra-
monte and passive waiting have at-
tacked the negarive vote, falling in
with the governmental anti-Commu-
nism, almost all the bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois chiefs concede that
there is no remedy but to condemn
the government even if this means to
elect Grau. Perhaps some of these are
waiting for an opportunity nearer to No-
vember 1. At any rate the leading
capacity of the PSP has been brought
out very clearly by its ability to hx,
boldly and prophetically, the correct
position for the Cuban people to take.

Of course this correct tactic of the
Cuban Communists, who, in spite of
living and acting in illegality, have
made themselves the center of the na-
tional tussle and have formulated the
clear line which will lead to the con-
demnation of the government in the
elections, has fanned the fury of Ba-
tista and his mob against the Partido
Socialista Popular. Also the State De-
partment is desperate over the evident
rise and influence of the Party of the
working class, which their nu-
merous agents have proclaimed dead
so many times in the last months. A
new wave of repression against the
Party, its leaders, its cadres, its mili-
tants, is the symptom of the imperialist
and governmental impotence. The two
leaders of the PSP who till now had
been able, due to their wide influence,
to enjoy a certain margin of legality,

Juan Marinello and Salvador Garcia
Aguero, have been arrested on various
occasions and brought before the Ex-
traordinary  Tribunals of Urgency
three times in the last six months. The
hated SIM is frantically hunting the
other Communist leaders who live in
complete sccrecy. Also the repressive
apparatus of the government tries un-
successfully to ferret out the various
propaganda organs of the Party: Carza
Semanal (Wecekly Letter), which has
appeared regularly every week since
Hoy was shut down; Fundamentos,
the theoretical organ which has resumed
publication; Boletin Sindical (Trade
Union Bulletin), ete.

THE ANTIIMPERIALIST
CONSCIOUSNESS OF CUBA
IS GROWING

The great struggles of the Cuban
people, which at present find their ex-
pression in the electoral campaign un-
der way, have as a common denomina-
tor the growing anti-imperialist consci-
ousness. Not only among the proleta-
riat and the farmers but also in im-
portant sectors of the petty-bourgeoisie,
significantly  the university student
body, there is increasing hatred for the
national oppression of Cuba and the
growing conviction that only by ex-
pelling the imperialists from the coun-
try and freeing ourselves from their
ominous political tutelage can the
future of our country he assured.

The events of Guatemala serve as
clear illustration. Solidarity with the
brother country vibrated through the
country from tip to tip. Despite the
governmental prohibition of protest
meetings and rallies, the sympathy for
Guatemala and the repudiation of the
bloody intervention by Washington
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found ways of manifesting themselves
in declarations, petitions, gatherings.
Thousands of workers’ committees and
messages from factories came to the
Embassy. Distinguished personalities of
politics, art and intellect joined this
campaign. . . .

We may be sure that the Cuban
anti-imperialist consciousness now ac-
quires again the impulse which it had
in the thrities. But now it has more pro-
fundity and extenston, derived from the
strengthening of the Party of the
working class which constitutes the
vanguard of the struggle for national
liberation. The support given by Wash-
ington to the tyranny of Batista has
served to show the Cuban people yet
more clearly the oppressive nature of
North American imperialism and its
influence in originating the profound
crisis in which the nation writhes.

Parallel with this is the development
among us of the sentiment in favor of
peace. As is known, the Stockholm
Peace Pledge was signed by approx-
imately 800,000 persons, and the peti-
tion to prohibit atomic weapons by
more than a million of us. The March
10 tyranny has prosecuted all militant
expressions in favor of Peace. . . .

We must not omit to point out that
the principal weakness of the Peace
Movement of Cuba, its instability, its
lack of a permanent and independent
mass organization, has not yet been
overcome.

TOWARD THE FUTURE,
WITH THE PEOPLE

The implacable persecution by the
government at the instigation of
North  American  imperialism  has
not succeeded in  making the
Partido Socialista Popular draw back.
The Communists, in illegality, work

to strengthen their organization, to
raise the ideological level of the Party,
to augment its cflectives (a vigorous
recruiting campaign has just begun,
oriented on bringing into its ranks
sugar workers, port workers, railroad
workers, who constitute the center of
the Cuban proletariat), to exercise
criticism and  self-criticism from be-
low, etc.

An important element in the
strengthening of the PSP has been the
expulsion from its ranks of the traitor
César Vilar, until a short time ago a
members of the national leadership. . . .

In the electoral battde which the Cu-
ban people is developing, the Partido
Sccialista Popular has become a de-
cisive and orienting element. Its policy
will insure that the Cuban people will
condemn at the polls the pro-imper-
ialist and reactionary policy of the
government. But at the same time it is
educating the people in the spirit of
unity and struggle for a real, thorough
solution of the Cuban crisis, showing
the masses that only through a Na-
tional Democratic Front, with an anti-
imperialist program of liberation, will
it be possible to produce the necessary
changes through a government in
which are united, under the leadership
of the proletariat, the workers, farmers,
urban petty-bourgeoisie and that part
of the national bourgeoisie not bound
up with imperialist exploitation.

The struggle against the Batista
government and its policy, now being
carried on in the election campaign,
is a fight against North American
imperialism, which pulled the strings
of March 10 and supports the tyranny;
a fight which combines recovery of a
democratic climate with the fight for
the complete emancipation of our coun-

try.

THE FASCIST COUP IN SPAIN

By Steve Nelson

My Mission To Spain, by Claude G.
Bowers. Simon & Schuster, $3.95.

Herbert Matthews in the New York
Times and Ramon Sender in the New
Leader both have reviewed Claude
Bowers’ Mission ot Spain. The snide
treatment they gave the volume led me
to think that it would be worth read-
ing, something confirmed after reading
the book.

Any intelligent person reading the
book will understand quite well why
it does not please the New York Times
and the New Leader nor any of the
other advocates of the cold or atomic
war.

Bowers, who was U.S. Ambassador
to Loyalist Spain, and is a Jeflersonian
Democrat, has written a very important
book, even though he waited fourteen
long years before publishing it. Pre-
sumably he waited so long because of
his continued service in the State De-
partment as Ambassador to Chile.

Cramped though Mr. Bowers” hand
may be as a servant of the U.S. State
Department, and while his volume is
not completely to be endorsed, never-
theless he has written a book which
throws a powerful spotlight on those
who helped to bring about the defeat
of democratic Spain, thereby unleash-
ing World War II. Despite Mr. Bowers’
efforts to be generous with our own
State Department and despite the fact
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that he points to numerous highly-
placed individuals who shared his
teelings that the U.S. Government
made a “mistake” in connection with

sador,

lining

as tho

From the outset Bowers shows the
terrible conditions of the masses of
peasants and workers in Spain. He
speaks of the peasants as being “hard-
working and conscientious,” but land-
less. He tells of intolerable working
conditions. He shows the masses of
people denied education and elementary
freedom. He shows that even mint-
mum labor laws were non-existent,
while a comparatively small clique of
wealthy people owned the best land
and refused to make the barest conces-
sions to the people. He makes clear
that the rich were opposed to even
the mild agrarian and industrial re-
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forms projected by the bourgeois-
democratic Republic, immediately pre-
ceding the Popular Front government.
Mildly reformistic labor laws to the
industrialists were revolutionary and
“communistic.” Bowers demonstrates
that reaction lecarned to wuse “anti-
Communism” as a means of denying
the most clementary democratic rights.
He saw how “anti-Communism” was
used in Spain and how it became a
weapon of the anti-democratic forces.
Had Bowers published his book soon
after the defeat of the Spanish Repub-
lic, I am sure he would not have been
able to go so far afield as he does now
to attack the Communist Party of
Spain. For example, he cites a sup-
posed “English Communist,” who told
him “that the Communists opposed
Azafia’s agrarian reform because that
would ‘hold back the revolution.””
Why did not Bowers, in the interest
of truth, refer to a single piece of evi-
dence cither from acts or from the pro-
gram of the Communist Party of Spain
to support this contention? Who the
socalled “English Communist” with
whom he conversed was, is not impor-
tant, but the Americans who were in
Spain can easily identify this person,
because Bowers states he was a “‘writer
for a very important liberal maga-
zine.” We were very well acquainted
with this so-called “English Commu-
pist.” He was a mixture of petty-
bourgeois anarchism and Trotskyism.
How seriously Bowers had been af-
fected by propaganda against Commu-
nism can be seen from the above ex-
ample. The truth is that the Commu-
nist Party of Spain opposed the anar-
chists as well as the Trotskyists and
their varied schemes of “collectiviza-
tion.” The Party called for land re-
forms which the bourgeois Republic

was supposed to grant, but which Azafia
and his followers were too slow in en-
forcing. The Communist Party pro-
posed that the untilled land, thousands
and thousands of acres of it, be dis-
tributed to the landless pcasants. It
called for government assistance and
loans to the poor farmers and peasants.
It called for the distribution of the land
held by the pro-fascist land-owners and
the powerful hierarchy of the Church.
This program of the Communist Party
of Spain bears no resemblance to the
Trotskyite position of the so-called
“English Communist.”

* * #

Mr. Bowers saw the scheming and
plotting by the small cliques, the reac-
tionary circles, to destroy democracy in
Spain. There are about 200 pages of
his book dealing with facts on how re-
action was squaring off to deliver a blow
toe the democratic republic.

Bowers shows the early connection
between Spanish reaction and Hitler
and Mussolini. He sets the year as
1936 for their planned contact, prior
to the elections in the spring. A secret
pact was signed between the Spanish
fascists and Hitler in Berlin. He shows
how the fascists were preparing to in-
terfere with the clections, so that if a
considerable majority was cast against
the fascists they would overthrow it
through a coup. He shows that reac-
tion was not going to accept the will of
the majority of the people of Spain and
that they did not mince words about
it. Who the advocates of force and vio-
lence are has never been better docu-
mented by an avowed anti-Communist
than is done by Bowers in this book.

Bowers relates instances of provo-
cations and even assassinations of their
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political opponents by the fascists. He
refers to the assassinations of Galan
and Garcia Hernandez, two democrats
who were murdered by reaction. These
killings were meant to be a signal for
a fascist uprising, but produced a mass
counter-demonstration which prevented
the planned coup.
Bowers states:

Meanwhile the enemies of the regime were
riding hard. The brilliant editor of La Presse
of San Sebastian, Manuel Andres, a staunch
republican who had been Azafa’s first Di-
rector of General Security, had been shot in
the back on leaving his office. Since he was
a formidable figure among the republicans,
he had been “liquidated” in the classic fas-
cist way. Azafia, who attended the funeral
of his friend, was so overcome with emotion
that he fainted.

A crisis was approaching. Many, if not
most, thought the country on the verge of
bloody events. But it was a military, not
a fascist coup d’etar that was expected. I
never once heard anyone suggest the faintest
possibility of an attempt at a coup d’ctat by
Communists. . . .

Bowers tells of a continued reign of
terror carried on against the people
by the old reactionary government. He
tells of the persecution of the miners
of Asturia, where 30,000 were im-
prisoned and many murdered. He
speaks of the terrible deeds of the For-
cign Legion and the Moors, who were
brought into Asturias to suppress the
miners.

Despite the fact that this reign of
terror had gone uncondemned in the
world bourgeois press, “the foreign
press,” Bowers complains, “including
that of the United States, continued to
print fascist-inspired stories about an-
archy and terror in Spain” after the
Popular Front victory. Seeing none of
these so-called disturbances himself in
the vicinity of Madrid where he had
been staying, Ambassador Bowers made

nuierous trips into every part of the
country, “to see for himself” upon
what these alarming headlines were
based. He states: “We had nothing
of disorder but the foreign press is
spreading the fascist propaganda that
the nation was in the throes of an-
archy.”

Bowers shows how reaction prepared
for the showdown and mobilized to
defeat democracy in Spain and to
nullify all gains made by the people.
He was disturbed by the inaction of the
democracies when Mussolini invaded
Ethiopia and the League of Nations did
nothing about stopping him. He re-
ports the British official “protests” in
the League of Nations, but he omits the
fact that the Soviet Union was the
most consistent advocate of sanctions
against the fascist invaders of Ethiopia.
(Had he written this book at the time
when he took notes, he would hardly
have omitted this historical truth.)

Bowers points out that with the fas-
cist invasion of Ethiopia, reaction in
Spain was emboldened and made fever-
ish moves to disrupt the’ life of the
country and to entrench itself in strate-
gic positions. He notes that reaction-
ary militarist elements were being
placed in strategic places in the army
as well as in the civil government.
The reactionaries were moving to pre-
vent an election which might be forced
with the next crisis of the government,
while the progressives were organizing
to place their program before the peo-
ple in an election. The fascists wanted
no elections, while the people wel-
comed it.

To meet the schemes of the reaction-
ary and fascist elements to destroy de-
mocracy, Bowers points out, the par-
ties of the Left organized themselves
into a coalition known as the “Popu-
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lar Front.” “This,” Bowers notes, “was
nothing more sinister than a coalition
of all parties of the Left. With all par-
ties of the Right in combination, it
would have been stupid for the parties
of the Left not to have combined. This
meant the inclusion of the small Com-
munist Party, just as the Rightist com-
bination had meant the inclusion of
the Monarchists and the Fascists.”
With this line-up, the people of
Spain went into an clection which re-
sulted in an overwelming victory of

in the Government and not a single So-
cialist even of the Attlee variety, the

ing majority in the elections should or-
ganize a coup to overthrow itself?”

He states: “Loss of the elections had
convinced the beneficiaries of the feu-
dalistic system of society that the days
of their privileges were numbered un-
less an armed minority could main-
tain them by force.”

As more and more people were
sweeping towards the Popular Front
forces after the electoral victory, the
fascists moved to open force. Bowers’
book shows the intrigues by interna-
tional fascism as well as the connivance
by the bourgeois-democratic nations.
He chastises the representatives of the
Government of Blum as well as the
Government of Chamberlain for their

dirty role in helping the Axis powers
overthrow the Spanish Democratic Gov-
ernment, and thus bring on World
War II. He is very perplexed by the
fact that the United States Government
played along with the French and the
British. He does not squarely put the
blame for this chicanery on our State
Department. He repeats that President
Roosevelt agreed with him “that we
made a mistake on Spain.” But this, of
course, does not clear the Roosevelt
Administration of its guilt in this re-
gard. Bowérs does not explain who
were the forces that prevented Roose-
velt from aiding the legally clected
government, which, according to Mr.
Bowers, he felt was proper. He states
that Vincent Dunn was the key in-
triguer in our State Department, in
helping the fascist insurrection. He
does not place the blame on the reac-
tionary forces in the country, emanat-
ing from the powerful monopolists in
Wall Street, as well as from the Roman
Catholic hierarchy.

Bowers shows very clearly who the
forces were behind the rebellion on
a world scale. He wrote to Secretary
of State Cordell Hull, hoping against
hope that the Secretary would see that
the Spanish struggle was not an inter-
nal Civil War but was rather an “in-
ternational conspiracy by fascism,” tied
in with reaction in Spain. He told
Hull that the elements supporting the
rebellion are:

1. The Monarchists, who wanted the king
back with the old regime; 2. The great land-
owners, who wished to preserve the feudal-
istic system by ending agrarian reform; 3.
The industrialists and financiers, who wished
to put, and kecep, the workers “in their
place”; 4. The hierarchy of the church, hostile
to the separation of the church and state;
5. The military clique that had in mind a
military dictatorship; 6. The fascist element,
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which was bent on the creation of a totali-
tarian  state.

This plea to the State Department,
of course, fell on deal ears. Bowers
was frantc and did not understand
why the United States Government did
not live up to its international obliga-
tions and sell arms to the legally elected
and recognized government.

Continually Bowers is shocked by
the foreign press and its appraisal of
Spain. He :s shocked at the open fab-
rications about the supposed “50,000
Russians” allegedly defending Madrid.
He is particularly astounded by self-
advertised socialists who line up with
the pro-fascist side.

Bowers describes the great odds
which faced the Republic. Almost
without arms and without a trained
army and without even a place to buy
arms, they fought, and he tells how the
defense of the country depended upon
the common citizenry. Here Bowers
apologizes for the fact that the Span-
ish government was compelled to buy
military equipment from the Soviet Un-
ion, having no other place to buy it
He adds that they paid for all the
equipment to the Russians in gold.

Paid for it, indeed! The U.S.S.R.
almost alone (an exception was
Mexico) lived up to its international
obligations and provided arms for the
Spanish  Democratic  Republic. The
U.S.S.R., supported by mass demo-
cratic forces in many countries, includ-
ing our own, stood fast and true to
humanity and common decency by sup-
porting the side of freedom. It did this
despite the fact that the support of the
Soviet Union to Spain was the trump
card of the fascist nations and the pro-
fascist representatives in the bourgeois-

democratic countries, in their effort to
isolate the Soviet Union and set the
stage for a war against her. This latter
truth is confirmed by Mr. Bowers.

Bowers’ bock clearly shows that the
struggle in Spain was the prelude to
World War II. He shows that the
major bourgeois-democratic  countries
in fact connived with the fascists and
brought on the Munich betrayal and
World War I1. He shows how the fas-
cists made use of the anti-Communist
slogan at that tume as a trick behind
which they hid their anti-democratic
scheming and their plotting of war.

To the degree that he speaks of
Communist activity in Spain, and es-
pecially where he speaks of the Inter-
national Brigade, he plays down their
true role, both in spirit and content.
This, no doubt, is a concession to the
Red-baiters of today and a reflection
of his own present-day bias.

In reading this book, one is almost
amazed at the inability of the learned
Ambassador to discern the present-day
uses here of that same smokescreen
of “anti-Communism.”

But notwithstanding this and Mr.
Bowers’ apologies for the State De-
partment, his book is of great value
to all those who want to study the
events 1n Spain during the fascist
coup. It helps expose the lies of reac-
tion about those events and to show
that it is reaction which resorts to
force and violence in order to thwart
the will of the people. It helps make
clear the anti-democratic content and
intent of the “anti-Communist” racket
wherever it appears, whether in Spain
or the United States, and by whom-
ever it is used, whether Franco or Mec-
Carthy.



3 New International Books

MARX AND ENGELS ON MALTEHUS

with an Introeduction by Ronald Meek

Selections from the writings of Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels, some translated into English for the first time, taking
issue with Malthus’ theories of “surplus population,” unproduc-
tive consumption, diminishing returns, etc., appraising Malthus
and Darwin, and showing the perverted use made by historians
of the “struggle for existence” concept. Ready in October. $2.25

REALISM IN BRT
by Sidney Finkelstein

By presenting a general theory of art, the author, well known
for his previous books, Art and Society., How Music Expresses
Ideas, and his articles in Masses & Mainstream, is able to provide
a sound, materialist approach to art, not only for the artist and
the student but for the layman as well. In discussing the laws
of development of art and its relation to life and society, he
reveals how content and form are shaped by social struggles.
The book also deals with realism and naturalism, with formalism

and abstractionism in art, and with concepts of beauty.
Paper, $1.50; cloth, $2.50

THE CRIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY
by Archibald Robertson

A comprehensive analysis of the social roots of early Chris-
tianity, the forces which contributed to the founding of the
Christian church, and the revolutionary and conservative ten-
dencies within the first Christian communities, showing how
these reflected real controversies between social classes arising
from the sick and dying slave society that was making way
for feudalism. $2.50
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