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UNDERLYING CONCEPTS

FOR DRAFT CONSTITUTION
By FRRD Nt. FINE

Bureaucratic concepts of
Pnrty orRanizution, systems of
leadenlilp end relations between
Itie Party and the masses hase
been a prime factor in con-
trilxiting to our emtrs. TJiey
hindei'ed the early and timely
correction of these errors. ̂ Vrong
coiicepU of leadei'ship dlscour-
agerl full and tree participation
<it the nieinhifrship of the dis
cussion of policy and tactics.
They stood as insurmountable
ulrstacles to tlie efforts of com-
r.tdes in mass orgauizations to
challenge sectarian policies and
tactics. 'I'hey contributed to the
wcHkeniitg of inner-party democ
racy. In many cases they re
sulted in departure from the

E.vcrrp/s fivrii ti wpurl to ths
Natioiuil Ciimmillee at its No-
vemher DiKCfing liy Comrade
Fine, ox Seiretanj of the Cou-
xlitutim-Orsanizalion CoinniH-
lee, in prexenlini^ the Draft
Conxtiluliiin for Nalioiiol Com-
tniiiee debate. The report wax
(hxcii-Ksed but not uiled on. The
Draft CoiiiHtution that appearx
in this imie of the Bullelin was
debated, amended and approved
by majorily vole for presenla-
lion to the Parly.

Statemciil of I..a1ior Siili-C«»iiBinitfoe
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very procedures established by
our own ciuistitution. They re
sulted ill disciplinary actions
which iurtlier inhibit^ expres
sions of clisugieeincnt. They
made the life of the Party largely
roiilhie, devoted, at least be
tween pre-coiiN'cntion discussion
periods, to the orgunkation of a
omltittide of cainpni^is without
udeipiato examination and test
ing III our policies and tactics in
actual life by our members in
the shops and organizations.
These bureaucratic methods

of work, .sj'slem of leadership
and organi/ution have been ac-
ceiitiiuted in part by the mechan-
ic.xl application of certain prin
ciples III nrganizatiou adopted
by oilier Conimunist parties tliat
functioned under di^erent his
torical conditions. (Draft Beso-
hilion.)

WIDE ARF..\ OF QUESTIONS

TixLiy. wlialovcr oilier questions
divide our Parfy, there is almost
universal agrceiuejit that bureaii-
cnu'y mill lack of internal tlcnioe-
racs' Iia.s plagued u.s over the years
anti has done us much harm. Ex-
a.speratinii witli bureaucratic meth
ods of work li.is virtually cxiiloded
ivilhiii our Parly. Not a few com
rades aUi-ilnite most of our prob-
lem.s and tvoaknesses to tbe de
plorable lack of democracy in the
Paiiy and many 'insist that if
nothing else happens, basic and
lasting changes imi.st be made that
will end the chronic and stubboiii
jjiireniicralic .system and method.?
of the past. Tliis exasperation has
iiet'ii heightened by the memory
of ihc upheaval in our ranks .against
biireaiicraey in 1915 which brought
little if any iinprovemeut.. It was
further provoked by the fact that
in die difficult .spring and summer
of this year, llie National CJommit-
lec gave many the impression that
it did not trust the membership
and balked at giving a full picture
o{ il.s lli'nking and discussions.
The angered rletermination to

rid our organization of bureaucrat')'
is re.sulliug in a much-nccded basic
rc-t"X;umiiiition of the internal stme-

/

ture of our Part)', its melliods of
leaiiership, tbe right,? and the du
ties of inenibersbip, and many other
.similar questions. The impact of
the di.sclo.snre.s of tlie last years]
of tbe Stuliii era had a profound
affect on our whole Party and re
inforced the detenninatiou to re
view onv democratic pvoce.s.se.s and
style of work.

As a consequence, the very con
cept of democratic cenlvidisin it
self has come into iiiiestiou and is
being vigorously debated.

Another large area ' of ba.sic
quesb'oii.s that relate to and will
find expression in any constilittion|
we prepare J.s tbe vcj-\' ])iirt)0.se and;
role ol our orgaiifzalinn and how
we can improve nur relation.ship
willi otliBv sociidist-iniuded work
ers and the lahor and ivcoplc's
uiovcinciit il.s a wfinle. '

The unfolding discii.ssion hasj
been re-exainining tradiluov.d ton-,
cepLx of our vaugiiard role and
the jnonolitliio character of oitr:
Party and many prupo.sals' havej
come forw.ird to either nuidily or
entirely ahandoii tlie.vc "classic
and time-lioiiored" coiicepl.s ol ai
Leniiiisl-type organization. At ihfl
very lea.st there is a wiilesjiread
feeling lliat we must acliievc a
more reali.slic and skillful applica-I
lion of the.se c-oncepf.s. Comrades
re also lliiiikiiig of tliese prob-'

lems in connectiori with our legal-
.status and wliat can be done to
help cope with the problems we
face in this regard. j
The th'scnssidn of this group of:

questions, taken together with the
totiil review of many theoretical
and political qiie.stions of a more
general nature, has brought- many
comrades to the ))oiiit of advo
cating not only .sweejifing cliuiigos
in our coiixtitiilion but also changes
hi oiir very ntime iind form of or-
giiTiizatioii. i.e.. from :-a Party to
.some t\pe oi as^^lcia(i(m or league.'

We are in u certain dilemma with
respect to the ta.sk of drafting a
constitution. To the extent that

change in name and lorin Is really
an open qiie.stion and lluil a strong
possibility exists that siicli propo
sals will be entertained at tlie Con
vention, lo.tbat extent is the clrull-
ing of a constitution at this time
complicafcd. Some cuniradc.s in lliis
committee leel that the dilemma
is ..not so gieal, that all that is
nece.ssary is to le.'rve the ii.imc
blank. I (liink lliey will Rnd that
Ihey are mistaken, Any talk of /a
cliange in name and form means'
formally speaking, legally speak
ing, and in terms' of a constitution,
that we are speaking about a nc-.v
organization to supersede the
CPUSA. Surely this presents cer
tain important coii.stitulioiiul prob
lems (hat .slioulclii't be lightly ig
nored. But I propose we explore
them sep.irately and later in the
discussion. And that for the pres
ent wc proceed first to discuss the
underlying concept.? oi ANY coii-
stilution of an American Marxist
organization—whether it's a Parly
Or As.soeiatioii or League—and fur
thermore that wc proceed for flic
puiqiose of the coming convention

(Uoiiliniicd CM r.age 5)

After extensive consiiJlalion-i, the Ltiitor
snb-committce of the National ConjjniVft'if
is publishinfi this maleriol in fircparation
for a Trade Union Rpso/ii/ion dt our com
ing National Convention.

This material is a product of a number
of meetings of the Ltdwr siih-commitlee
tnhirh included represenlalives from this
■field in most of the major Districts in the
counlrij.

Questionnaires tvere circulalc-d among
trade unionisls and teorkers rcque.sling
suggestions for inclusion. Minutes of all
meetings tcere circulated. Finallij S50 cop
ies of this material were distributed among
those familiar icifh problems in the lahor
movement and their opinions solicited.

However, time is pressing. Although a
number of suggested iiicln-
sions and modifications have been received,
it wa.sfelt that this material .should be now
puhlishcd without further delay.

W(7 have taken ^'lis step because, there
has been a gencralltj favorable response to
the material. To reconstruct it on the ha.sis
of even a partial re.sponsc would have
meant an additional delay.

However, we do wish to lake note of

some of the critical reactions already
recidved.

They include the following: Dis.safis-
faolion tvilh the section on jioii-f)if<?r/rj'-
ence; inadequate critical Ircalment .of the
trade union leadership; insufficient ma
terial on the Negro-labor alliance; unchrily.
on llic question of hocial-Dcmocracy; fail
ure to deal with the question of how to' re-
build the Left or with the role of the-
independent progressive-led unions.

The committee will review and amend
this material on the basis of all sugges
tions prior to our national convention.

One last word. It should he understood
that the Trqdc Ituion Resolution will in
fact he an enlargement and an extension
of the Draff Resohilum in this particular
field. Therefore it will not allcmpt to deal
with inuny questions thai are discussed i>i
the main resolution. This, of coiir,9c;. also
places some limits on the trade union reso-
hitiim and fends to endow it with both the
strengths and weaknesses of the overall
Draft. This should also be borne in mind
ill any assessment of the material here
]iresenled.

LABOR SUB-COMMITTEE
Ol- THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE.

Materials for
Trade Union Resolution

From its v^u)' inccptioii Liu-
Communist Party of the L'. S. .'V.
liiw held that the labor move
ment of our country was the
most decLsis'e force in American
life. Ilc.affinning that view to
day. the Draft Rc-solulion for the
16th National Cous'cntion of the
C'omiminist Party .states:

"Inevitably Labor as the
basic unlagonist of Big Business
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About This Bulletin
This bulletin will appear even'

Isvo weeks until the national
convention in Feljiuary. We
urge members of the Commu
nist Party to ssaile articles ami
letters giving their \icw.s in the
Party discussion. It should be
borne in mind that this phase
of the pre-convcnthm discussion
is.ba.sed on the drult rcsolntiim
is.siicd by the National Com-,
mitfcc.

The doaciline for arlicle.s for
each issue Is two wcek.s_belorc
publication dale. If at all pos
sible, inamisctipis should be
typed (double space).

MAXI.MUM LENGTH FOR
-ARTICLES WILL BE 2,.501)

WORDS, Ihougb the sliorter tbe
belter. Fvery effort svill be made
to have each issue present s'ary-
ing points of viesv, cover a va-
victy of topics and represent dil-
fcrent parts of llic counliy.

.Articles must receive some
identification. They must he sent
tbrongli district offices with an
accompanying note from the
district (ur from the section in
cases where the sections are fur
from the district headquarters)..

Copies of resolutions adopt
ed by cliihs, sections, districts,
etc. should be sent in the same
way us articles. Many of the.se
will be printed. Suggested
amendments tft the draft resolu
tion should likewise be sent to
tbe Discussion Committee. These
loo will Ijc printed when of
general interest.

Address all mail and material
lo Discussion Committee, 101
W. 16l!» St., New York II, N.Y.
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in mullein America, will prove
to he the giant lorce aroiiml
which all other anti-inonopuiy
elements svill giavllule and lo
wliich they will look lor leader
ship."

AI'L-CiO is big. 16 millicm
"big," It Is niillcil, strong and
getting strringer. Our coiiiilry
has never liud anything like it.
Whoever did not know it before
knuu's now, it can play the de-
fisice role in America. Not jii.sl
for die bread-and-lniller of work
ing Americans. Not just lo make
labor's voice ring louder iu
politicians' ears. But also lo see
that our cliildreri get a decent
education and our \-oiiili a de-
eent cliancc at life. 'Jo see tliat
our a.ged live on decent deserved
pensioii.s and not in sluidowed
poverty. To guarantee that the
uloui .serves man in peace and
not to destroy him in war. To
assure tliat automatiou meuiis
long wcek-ciid.s and not long
layoffs.

Labni'.s role is maliiring and
expanding to llie size of our
great coimlry ami all its pvob-
leins. And labor is more and
more appreciuting the fact. One
of the best ))roofs is tbe was-
ill wliicli the labor luovemcnt is
joining willt flu* Negro people
in the liglit to rid our laud loi-
evcr 111 the scourge oL-jiincrow.

If American labor Is drawiiig
deeper breath into its powerful
chest it Is because the air is
easier to hreatlie. Some of the
coltl-wai" smog lias been dis
pelled. liiteriialional tensions
liave cased. The- ixissibllily for
peac'cfui co-exisleuce is real.
Large .sections ol workers, and
many li'ader.s. feel less rc.strained
in coitnleriiig the offensive which
liig busine-ss lias waged agiiirist
them. e.s|KH.'iul!y since the elec
tions of 19.52.

Tliere i-s a new quality in the
American Kdinr niiiveinenl; it
lives and works in a world that
has .sigiiificanlly diaiiged.

I,ABOR'S PaOCHAM AND THE
ANIT-.MONOPOLY COALITION

L.ibor greets tlii-s era willt

new found streuglli—with greater
putential.

This new era is marked b\' the
historic merger between die
AFL and the CfO. Oiicc and
for all, the trade union move
ment is out of its knee-panl-s.
The AFL-CIO is tbe greatest
organized people's force in our
countiy. Labor Is displat'ing new
vigor in eeonnmic ..struggles. Its
growing maturity is exprcs.sed in
its increased concern lor devel
oping alliances with other sec
tions of tbe population. Tlierc is
a new quality in its political and
legislative .activity. It is seeking
solutions for the gve.il challenges
of this poriocl, atomic energy and
automation.

At die same time the problem.s
facing the labor movement h.avo
not dimiiiisbed. The labor inove-
incnt faces the greatest concen-
tialion ol economic wealth and
political power that has ever
been aina.s.scd by the monopolies
in the liistory of our coiinliy.
Nevertliele.ss these monopolies
cannot treat this labor movement
in tlie way tliat ihcy have at
tempted to deal with it in the
l)a.sl. It has become a perma
nent feature of American life.
If this maturing and e.xpanding
labor movement can overeoino
bang-back ideas and reactionary
attitudes in its own ranks, tlieii
it will act more and more as the
d)'namic center for the slruggk'S
oi all the people, and it cannot
be de.slrov'cd. Ilcrite, while there
slil! remain important die-hard
sections, the monopolic.s follow
iie\y tac'iic.s.

'I'liey try lo cripple labor's
economic and political activity
through, anti-labor legislation
(tlie Taft-Iliullcy Law, "right to
work" laws), through monopoly-
dominated government agencies,
and legislation restricting lalior's
political riglils. They carry on a
liattle of ideas directed toward
"brainwasliing" the class feel
ings out of the workers on the
one hand, wliile on the oilier
altempling lo arouse the Imstllity

(Continued on Pago 4)
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On the Party's Name and Forqi
By MAX WEISS |C0iiiilTies, the piuiciples of ouri

THE DRAFT Resolution. „ ■ , i
now before the Forty for
CUSSion IS. m my opuuon, au:cause there is a specific reason for;
extremely soimd basis for mak-1 chaiigiiig its name —not because
iug those fundamental changes ̂ ^ere is a specific reason for chang-
in theorv, po!ic^^ and organization;'"S ")methmg else about itself
which are necessary to help the Communist Party
Party break out of it's present isola-i'"'"'y V«?rs ago made importantjjjjjj • ' I far-reaching and fuiidaraeutal

AsIseeit,themostfumlainentai;^''^'"g« '"basic theory, program,]
change proposed bv the Draft ̂ b-a(cg>', principles of organization.
ResolutiaH is in respect to our rela- relationship with other Marxist^

parties without changing its name, i
On the otlier hand, some parties]
have changed their names without'
any important changes in the con-]
tent of their program. This was thej
case wlien the Communist Party
of Germany merged with the So-

lad the 'people of any coiintiy ihe b^is of the program
of the bondage of capitalisml^f ""gin'" Communist Party.

tions with; and attitude towards,
the Cooimnnist Party of the Soviet
.Union. The Resolution reasserts
our basic attitude of warm frat
ernal relations and intenuitionai
solidarity with this great Com
munist Party which was the first
to lead the
out WEISS

the country where this was consis
tent with a coalition policy.

\t'e should not reconcile our
selves to our exclusion from elec
toral contests. Rather we should
exert all our energies to help bring
about a silimlion in which the Com
munist Parly will have complete
freedom to accompany its coalition
approach vvith the running of its
own candidates.

It is not true that we are and
have been simply a political associa-
linn instead of an electoral party.
We have been and are a minority
political party which has been im-
dernocratically denied its "coiistitu-

: lional electoral rights. What needs
' to be ch.iiigcd at this time is not
our slahis as a minority political
party but the denial of our consti
tutional electoral rights.
P.ARTY FORM NO OBSTACLE

onto the path of a new socialist fife. I There is no automatic connection ,
At ihc same time, it puls an end between content and name whichisibl® in the Soviet Umoii under
to the extremely unsdentific andiwould make a change in one man- S 'lhn. m Hungary under Rakos.,. .
b-irmfnl tradition in, our parly o(,dalory upon a change in the other. i. » . . . .i
accepting everytliing done or 'said For _ each specific change there

2) "The party form of organiza
tion is an olistacle to developing

We should certainly disassociate!".'® a»ti-monor)oly coalition. W
oursshbuld be a .specific reason.

There-is only one case in which

affinJls i'*'"'''" "i "f ""vthiug tha( is done by amafhrmsichange of mime mandatoiy: d Communist Party which - n,.',any

111 - our

by (be Soviet Communist Piuly as
automatically correct whether it be
in the field of tlieoiy or polities or
organization. The ResoloOon
tliK duty and necessity-of our Partyjchanges in content were such as
to adopt a friendly but scientifically'to transform the very character
critical approach (n llie jxilidosj of (he organization. Tlifs would be
and actions of the Communist] the case if our party repudiated
P.irly of the Soviet Union on thei the principles of Marxism-Leninism
basis of the principles of Marxism-1 or if it denounced its fraternal

a

e
ourselves frohi such shameful ac-i bring the form of oiir or-elves irnm sucu siuUjIcIUL ac-i ^ xwixk w* sjui v*

Parly. The Parly form of our or
ganization did not bar them from
participation in labor's clio^en
field of political action because the
political relationship between our
parly and the coalition forces was.
a friendly one. For the same rea
son, I have no doubt tliat hundreds
of members of the Socialist Party
are member.s of the Liberal Parly
in New York or Uie Democratic
Party in Detroit.
The barrier to coalition relation

ships between our Parly as such,
or its individual members, is not
the "party" form of cur organiza
tion. It is essentially political and
programmatic. It reflects the in
fluence of anti-Communist preju
dice rather than tlie niceties of
organizational form. Only as that
prejudice is reduced and finally
eliminated in major seclinns of the
trade unions svill a proper relation
ship become possible between our
organization and the growing coali
tion.

Because of the specific electoral
ii i* » i»

tions. We have aheady done .so ganization into keeping with our .f the an(,.,,,o,,opoiy
and we arc determined to be criti- """"tion outlook." h"". nuglit_ become advisable at

B some future tiut it is not true that the par-
licular form of organization—eJec-

opinion violates llie principles of uon-elecloral—constitutes
socialism ^ itself an obstacle to a proper re-

But. in mv opinion we should "t t^e present time with
DOt disassociate ourselves from the ^ <l"velopuig auti-monopqly
Conimiini.st,5Parties of the world.

Leninism as these are understood! relations wii the Communi.st If criticize what one or another
Communist Paity does, it is be
cause such critici.sra is an integral
part of a fraternal relationship be--1 rnlf>m-i! i-fl-illnnclim hp

coalition.
Both tlie Liberal Party'and AD.A

me to change from
a party form of organization to a
political association. Suppose the
Democratic Parly should be' Irans-
fonned into the electoral vehicle
of the anti-monopoly coalition as a
result of the ouster of the Dixie-
crats and tlie breaking of Big Biisi-

have close and iiitimate relations influence upon it. 'J'lie leader-
witli the developing anti-monop
oly coalition. One is a political"'V COalUlOn. UllO iS 3 DOlltlcal "H um Jiili IMlutipa-

ship of such a party might place
as a condition for our full parlicipa-

and interpreted by our Parly. It isi Pitrties of other countries. Then, in-
Biy opinion that this is the mo.st'clccil. a new name would be man-
import.int contribution of our Diiifl|daforv.
Resolution, that the whole iiextj j iween uominjmist^^^ ?"'|j,"°pSissociarionr ThVele^tw independent electoral role as man!-

iiy proposal for .such U - > . . '
cluitigcs or for a change m name;

period of our Party s life-will nronosal for such oolitical c symbol of a lupt iie in
vnlvp around our attempts to fitihtUi^ proposal lor .sucn poiiucai j ̂  j j-e atinns, sti 1 lessvmve arounu our aiumpts m ii.u",^.|^ngcs or for a change m name! h,„. '
through this approach against the R

the Liberal Party does not impede
its coalition relations with either

fested in our party form of organ
ization. In such a situation a

ows from such political
resistances of a contrary
and opposing pressure uhich are'lUlU A'L/IJUaillK iyiA.oauM«> VA'lui-ti «»tV] nv ma 1 _ • ii

e.xtremeV powerful and iTe mnn^'toprt^^^entrenched in our P-u-ly. ] clumges in content which'we pro-; h''<nsf""'ni oni'selves at this convcii- ularly facilitate its coalition rcla-
lOst ̂ (if all jDClmed to dis-1 make at our convention." ] bnn from a political parly iiitb a tionsliips in contrast svitb the Lib-
'  ' olilic

I am most

cuss the implications of this new eral Party.There might have been need for P'>blical acUou a.s.socm-course which is proposed for our
Party by the DraJt Resolution. But

1 tlie Democratic or Republican would certainly become
Party iti New York State. On the adMsabie. The change would be

understood and welcomed by the
labor moveme'nt and our progres
sive allies. It would be supported
as a contribution to aiili-moncpoly
unity. But to make such a change

"POLITICAL ACTION
ASSOCLATION" ] other hand, neither does the non-

Some comrades propose (Iiat we' electoral form of the ADA partic-

dramatization were our changes he-,

the'direction of discussion in i muted party wlucti included the vui.ucuituuioii or our rariy
latter suge seems to indicate Ihat,;-^ J™ed 1) "Since the Communist Party ' D"binsky and Potofsky forces as fox e.wiig in a maneuver to "in-
an opinion IS g^"wiug iii some sec-, regularly run candidates i^wcll as llie left-led trade unions, 1'e Democratic Parly
tors of the Partv that the Icsl ot oiiri - Luci»ici\ts uuu cycu uur , i;tc Siinjiarlv, it lahnr fml/'/l m »k

In the early period of the Ameri- under present political ran-
. can Labor Party, when it was a difions, would precipilale a wliole-

miitcd party wliich included the 5 condemiiafion of our Party

V Similarly, if labor failed in its.' ...a. oreliminarv discussion of them in'all elections for the past two dcc-i'^s relations svith the developing
c'ontwt of the present interoa-ladcs, wd are not actually a politi-jelectoral lorm of its organizness tqcliange its name and feiin n!| situation has already fixed t-'''piTly die accepted American

tion^'^^me'few comrX^^gtwX' interest in i^nse of the term. We have been
,mW When we actually adoptlfunt-'Uomng as a political action or-further and say mat u 'these changes at our convention '&i"b'-itioii. Let us call ourselves

convention does change he do, tX iXS:Xt we are in practice, a polilical
and form of our orgam/alion ie\ ovcnvhehuing national au-1 .-issociatioii, instead of a parl>'."
will leave the Partv-

.ition.
Wl

'
efforts to transform the Deniocralic
Party and organized an indcpen-

.
I write"this articie hi the hope, .^^'d'out the need for dra-l In the accepted American .scn.se,

'matic devices. .t-. '--of convincing these comrades ihatj ■ uie i
this coming Mnvcnlion should not! 4) A change m name would be political parly. Mmonty parlies arc Qf ̂

die Communist Parly is a niinorily

UliS CUIIUUK vuuvrmiuii siiouiu nui; i f -..i_ , _ r . IVI CO

uit about tlic relationship of dent Labor-Farmer Parly, we
"  ' ■ ■ - • ~ should at all times be prepared to

cliange from a jiarly to an asso-
^arty" form of cution if this were required for

our - Organization which inhibits offilialion to such a party or even

individual members of the Com-
inuni.st Party with the developing
coalition? Is it the "party" form of

fthem from membership and enroU-
ment in other parties where tliis is

■' die policy of the labor movement?
UrSC nct. - vy wui i-u.imiuii aiiicxChange the name or form of our! •''» S^od -faith to many a ladibonal irart of the American j j,, , contribution to units-, not a maorgaSzation. I svrite it further Nvilli! !^.'f° breaking political scene. For m.my irasons,. hundreds of members of vcr to "infiltrate" or "capture.

®r - ^ . . \nMl hnn nt nricf JTVunnnhr /Jrt nnf rr>niil'^rlir , ^ . V— W W X -L-.-ON VANGUARD ROLE

or close collaboration with it.
But in either c.isc, we would lake
such a step only if viewed posi
tively by our coalition allies as a
contribution to unity, not a maneu-

aS»fortheimilvofourParlyre-i^^'!''^»dP"°^'^^''f jmmonty jiart.es do not rr.gularlygardless of the decision of our con- Those who arc-skepbca! of our] nm candidates m all electicm.s.
vention on the question of name or 8'"^ o® reassured by Even m the case of mmonty parties
fonn of organization. any change in mune. It is not our.dial are not subject to ojicii perse-

iiame which repelled themNot aU w'ho propose a; change
in name or form do so for die same111 iicliut; ui iiiiiiJ us*.'

. Iheirjcution, candidates are nm onlv in
skepticism is based on their per- proportion to the strength of these

i | r i f » « • - j •i-i .

reasons. But I want to express « .a®'"?' mern- parties m various periods, this wi>ui I \v.iiii i\i 11. I • 1 i_._ ..1 1 i 1 . r .1 . •

the Communist Party in the coal
fields and steel towns were regis
tered voters of one or another ma
jor parly—mainly the Democratic
Party. During that same period,
thousands of members of the Com-
immlst Partv in New York wereiiiiiiusc rariv lu isew lorK were

oncvcry.vpeof.ugnoic.it members or'registered voters of the
ShVa's' W Xrm;3d"'r;g;r;i>"'-Tirty'. It will be dissolved only]tradition' of minority -political
less of differences in the political course of a different expen-lpart.es. _ _
nature of the varioits .ugiunents. as the Party begins to put itsi The American tradition of mmor-

cliangcci program, policies and me- it;.' political parlies docs not rc-PRINCIPLE AND NAME 'ihods into practice. - ]veal a single iii.slancc in which.
CHANGE 51 "ft will help in the fight for;even under conditions of relative

legality." 1 political Trccdom, a minority party
.!e

Proponents of a change in name
argue as followsi Under existing ..conditions, a ran full tickets reguiarh- in all elee-

I) "A change in name is not a change of name will not advance
the Parly's fight for legalitmafter of principle.

Agreed. Many parties have
y either

before the law or in the tiade
changed their names when there unions. The anti-Coinmonist laws
were good reasons for doing so. nn the statute books will still be
The Communist Pm-ty of Caiiadajapplicablc to us regardle.ss of
changed its name to the Labnr-jchange of name. The figiit for tlie
Progressive Party because lJus cn-tParty's legality before the law is
abled it to. resume a legal stirtTjs]oi!e to change the political climate
despite maintenance of the iiifam-]so that the enforcement of these
ous Padlock Law on the slatutcjlaw.s is halted and the laws thum-
books. The Conimuni.st Party ol .selves eventually repealed,
Cuba changed its name to the] As to our status in the trade,
Popular Socialist P.arty wlicii il] iinioas, a change of name will notjminorify coalition party. The Lib-
merged with the party led by Juan nullify the Taft-IIartley Act.jeral P.arty follows such a coalition
Mariiiello to form a new riiiiled,Neither will it, under present con-'approach also—although molivatcd
socwiist party. _ ^ |flitioiis, increase the readiness of the by a different program-and outlook.

tradition of minority political
parties. The American Labor Party
was deliberatlcy organized as a

tion.s. In most ca.s'cS this was a
limitation imposed by weakness.
The Communist Piutj', in addition
to reasons of weakness, has also
abstained from running candidates
for coalition reasons as in 1948 .nid
1952 in relation to the Progressive
Party. But such a coalition ap
proach docs not eliminate the Com
munist Party from the American

. If the Communist Party has iiOt
run candidates regularly in all elec
tions, this i.s not the outcome of a

If there is a good reason for: trade unions to defend our mem-
changing the name of our party, we, ber.s against employer discrimina-
should do so. But there should be tion and saffclions. The only change
0 good reason. For while a change which will facilitate either is the] voluntary decision on our part,
of name is not a malterof principle, rebirth of a new political relation-1 Our coalition approach docs not
it is nevertheless an important mat-ship with friendly masses in thCipreclude the regular mnniiig of
ter of politics. » . .lunions. And that will be achieved;candklate.s in (tll cleclions at .ip-

2) "A change in nanie would | by changes in tlio content of our
correspond to the many important work not in otir name,
changes we intend makiiig at the

"convention in respect to our ap
6) "We should change our name

proach to Marsi.st-I.,f'ninist theory,

IcvcLi If a climate of po-
itical freedom icxisted in our coun-

try, our coalilibn .approach to elcc-
in order to disassociate ourselves tions would 1>« accomplished by
from shameful repression.? for^fhe' widiSpread running of candi-
. ̂ . 1 ^. t _ . r _ .. ^« J I i ^ « i ft

original united American Labor

3) "We should abandon our
concept of playing a vanguard
role. Tlie change from a party to
an association would reflect such
a change in the character of our
organization."

In my opinion, (he abandomnent
(Continued on Page 10)

our altitude to the Marxists of other which Communists were respon- dates for various offices throughout!
*Sl|(CC rrts IMPOSSlSiE To ?uPp6l?TA WIFE OhiYoUR PaV
lETME IMTRo^UCE'sbUTo OHEOFOUR llMeSt^WoRct LAWtERS


