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‘Delhl has hardened’

The Thlmpu talks are a farce, says Sri Sabaratnam

HERE is -hardly
terrorist (to use.Jaye-
boyish face of 32-year-

old Sri Sabaratnam,
leader of .the Tamll

Organlsatlon (TELO) which is one of the
big militant Tamil groups. But whcn this
correspondent met him at his. office in
Madras soon after the deportation of his
Thimpu delegate, Satyendra, the ‘usual
smile was gone. Talking to him, oné felt he
hardly had any hope of a solution without
a total armed revolution that would fetch
them Eelam. Sabaratnam was, however,
willing to compromise on this separatist
demand if any good altérnative'was made
available. But on condition that such
an agreement would be Jmplcmcmcd
in letter and spirit by.the“Sri Lankan
government. The interview was interrup-
ted many a time by frantic calls from dif-
ferent government agencies pleading with
him to go to Delhi and honotr Prime

Minister Rajiv Gandhi's invitation..He-

always gave the same:patient reply—that

he was willing to go but would have to’
wait for the other’ lcaders of” 1he ENLF

also and that thc‘lec‘rgglon Tigers' leader
V. Prabhakaran was out of Madras and

he had to return befprc a decxsxon could

be taken.-Excerpts:

Question: , You were one of :he two
‘unavailable’ Tamil militant leaders when

Prime Minister Rale Gandhi’s call came:

from Delhi. There is a general feeling
that both Prabhakaran of LTTEand you
had deliberately gone underground.

Answer;' We had already decided to

- meet the Indian Primé Minister. The ter-
mination of Thimpu phase-1I.wasunfor-'

tunate; The Sri Lankan government had
brought proposals aimed at only duping
and insulting us. Massacre of Tamilseven
as the Sri Lankan government: was plac-
ing its proposals at Thlmpu orily proved
that it was biding for time while cpntmu-‘
ing with the anti-Tamil policies.

It .was in such a situation that the
Indian PM had called us. We did not

any.hardness of the

wardene’s term) on the

Eelam - Liberation-

want to go to Delhi and face an*embar-
rassing situation where we might be
forced to say ‘no’to an inconvenient sug-
gestion. However, we leaders-of ENLF
plan to consult and evolve acommon plea
to be placed before Rajiv Gandhi.

- Q: The impression created by some
recent events has been that ENLF is har-
denting its stance and becoming more and
more difficult to be managed by the
Indian governmeni.

A: The Indian PM has been smvmg
to find a solutlon to the Tamils’ problems
and we truly appreciate that. The very
fact that we agreed to go to Thimpu
for talks, stopping our attacks in the
meantime, only shows we have not har-
dened and are quitc willing to extend all
cooperation to Indian initiatives. But
ENLF has some special problems. The
four ‘groups in ENLF are the ones

.directly involved in protecting the Tamils

from the attack of Sri Lankan forces. As
such, we need some special solutions to
our problems arising at every stage of this

farcical exercise going on at Thimpu. We

must convince our people we are not let-
ting down their interests, nor throwing
them to the Sinhala racist wolves. Some
other groups and people like Amirthatin-
gam have no such issue to settle. Besides,

we cannot be dishonest like the others.

Q: Two of the three deported Tamils
were linked to TELO, directly or indirect-
ly. Do you think you are being singled out
Sor harsh treatmen:?

A: All the three deported leaders
belong to Tamil Eelam. This deportation
order “meant ‘that “the Indian attitude :
towards- our problem has hardened. It
does not hurt us alonebut hurts the entire |
movement.

Q: There is a complaintheard in a few
of the other Tamil militant camps thar
your representativé at the Thimpu talks,
Satyendra, proved to-be rather difficult
at times.

A: Other organisations which had
attended the Thimpu talks have told me
that Satyendra reflected quite eloquently
the Tamil aspirations. If these very
groups are now desisting from mak-
ing public their true qsscssmem of our
rcpresentanvcs then'it. shows their two-
timing nature. [

Q: Did you receive any speczf Ic com-
plaint about Satyendra’s canducl during
the talks?

A: No. None atall. @ .

Q: What do you lhmk shouldbe done
now by India, Sri Lanka and the Tamils?

A:ldoconcedethatany path towards
a settlement cannot be easy and straight
like a line, but will undergo some turns and
twists, some changes as it makes pro-
gress. But such a change in the Indian
strategy, when it takes place, should
ensure it does not hurt the Tamils further.
Already we are a much troubled people.

Q: Can you elaborate?

A: Let us turn to the past experience.
The late. Indian Prime Minister had
signed an agreement with the then Sri
Lankan government about the affected
Tamils who were not consulted. What
resulted from that injudicious settlement
was that even today 2,00,000 plantation
Tamils continue to live in substandard
condmons without even citizenship
nghts So, we “hope any settlement evolv-
ing nqw on the Indian initiative should
take into account all our ideas also.
Another- point, why can't the Indian

~ government pressure the Sri Lankan
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Bhandarl s “bloody-hell” enraged Satyendr_a
What happened at . Thlmpu-—
Dharmalingam’s son explams

NEW DELH!,. Sept.

|10 — M, Sitharthan,

one. of the miliant
“Tamil representatives
at the Thimpu peace
talks with. the Sn
Lankan Government
{ast “month, - today
denied certain allega-.
tions about the roleof |
the foreign Secretary,
Mr. Romesh Bandari,
after thel talks
‘collapsed last monih. .,

" " Mr. Bandari, whois

Mr. Sitharthan,
who is the spokesman
-of the Peoples,
Liberation Organisa-
tion of Tamil Eelam,]
(PLOT) nlrraledé
what has happencd on®
the evening of Avgust -
.17 after the Tamils
had “walked out,.

complaining of mas<*.

sacre of Tamils in St
Lanka. ;-

Mr. Bhandari me(
the Tamil representas

nse-and was having

:nuc}:d l‘o( his, tives: iy thelr, guest
al :uld}"ru :’1 Qbﬁ-ﬁ’ e b,

h:gh-handed beha-
viour:” towards - t,
T:;ml.r:prsenuu
at” Thimpu, “was "3
friend of the Tamils
and an important link "
between - Indian~
Government and the

-§ S Lankan Tamils,

Mr. Sithanhan said. “

dqcuslion with themr -

-about their future *
strategy. : Once, in
between, he has
‘uttered -the words
“*bloody. - hell*.
enraged Mr.
“Satyendra,
“fing the Tamil Eelai

’T,nberalmn Organiaa-.

hou. dcmandcd an
apology :from Mr.~
Bhandari: for this, .
*great iasult and
“humiliation®. .
Mr. Bhandarl,,
immediately told the-
Tamils- that- be
{Bhandani), was:therey ¥
as a_f{riend of the
Tamils and: not~—
merely as an Indian
dlplom:l 2He also_
avpr:cuud the~

'uale Tol; “the' £, London immediately § ™
{Tamiltawalk-ou -v-ﬁuh'lhe Thiffipu | ¢

;ﬁ‘lthe l;-oloxued o _-..ulks»-...

them_if 'His’ remarks.,
~had# hurt,the
\hougl\ he
meanit. * -
M Sitharthansa

satisfied and’ made,
ngry remarks apmﬂ
Mr Bh:né-n uur

¢

-whose father was ||
. amopgthe wo TULF |I
MPy killed in Jaffaa

i M:’:‘( ast week, blamed one
Satyendra was not of . the ‘renegade’

Mr. K. Vasudeva, the
other_representative
of the PLOT apole- §:
gised to Mr. Bhandari: §
“for Mr. Satyendra's
remarks on behalf of
all the Tamil d:legl-
. tions, he said. .
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SITHATHAR

BLUNDER

The abcve statecent vas pade by Mr.Sithathar {¥.5) to
Press Trust of India soon after the Thisbu talks -
have collapsed due to Sri Lanka governzents dncca-

proaising stand during the talks.

The statement is an eootional outburst by Mr.S.
giving expression to his anxieiy and disapointment
cver stalled Thisbu talks.

If not agres with all Hr.S. brand of politics,
at least ve understand the reasons for his anxiety
and disappointment,

to overcoze,

But ve dent share any ¢f his vievs or feelings on

stalled Thicbu talks.

¥hy?

Bé;:aus_c ve didn't have rystical oisconceptions
about the Sri Lanka governzent!s willingness to
cooprooise, nor we expected siracles frco Nr.Ban-

dari at Thisbu.

Therefore disappointsents, if any vas for Ar.S. and
his fellow cosrades, certainly not for TELO and to

ENLF.

Even if there vas no disappointeent at Thicbu
or anyvhere else for that satter, emotions shouldn'{
dictaie~one’s rational judgecent on matters of

he is

iepertance such as Thisbu talks.’

Political prodigee-in-naking of Mr.S.c2libre should

have bepn avare of these things.

* painfully trying

oififip whads 05 aped
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The post vnfortunate thing is that Ne.S. statezent ‘

even vithout he realising it.

On it's face value, let alone in it's meanings Pr.s.
statenent is full of asateuriss and parrov thinking
and ve dont consider it vorthy of the expression
Criticisa?

¥as ¥r.S. statesent a nevs vorthy patter?

Speaking about news-vorthiness, thers are one kind
of people = vho by speaking about nevsworthy matters
to the press pronote a cause they are involved with,
And there is another kind, who by speaking about
anything create thenselves newsovrthy and in the
process often prove their « « = « = = stupidness
fsorry ve are using the sape inforsal expression
Pr.Bandari used at Thisbu on the seventeenth of
Avgust evening).

It is unfortunate for Tasil cause and for Hr.S.
that he fits into the second category.

We are sure Kr.S. has rade mistake or his tongue has
failed to coordinate vith his brains, to not to have

to PTI on Thieby talks has booseranged on Mr.S. face

given thought to the consequences his statesent is likely

to sake on the struggle ve are engaged in.

Because, if he had thought abcut it, he vouldn't have
pade the statesent in the first place, Hov that his
staterent is a reality, let us see vhy his statesent
is = = = = = = ,stupid(sorry ve are using again

. its i i

Pr.Bandari’s informal expressicn). contd. . 8
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