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Historical and Political Beckeground

It is a recorded truth of historv that the Tamil dvesking
veople of Sri Lanka {Ceylon) constituting themselves as a unicue
social formstion, with a distinct lanouare, religion and culture,
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have been iiving in that country from anciert times 28 & Nation,

having a State of thsir own, erjoyins their rights of soveresignty,
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and self-determination. (ur h
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storic rast in the island ~2xtends

beyond 2000 vesrs, with intermittent periods of srest vars, of
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Sinhclese Natinns, But from T3th centnry onwnrds until the arrival
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{ ar shown on the mad). Portumiese celorisl penetraticn in the T4th
century subjusated the State of Tamil Falam and the itich in Ta33

Cn tha 4%h Pebruary 1247, the day of so-called nationsl

indevendience, the noliticsl power wor 4raneferyed to the Sinhalecs

ruling class. This racialist political elite embarked on o veirn
of racial opprazsion =nd dominstion. They released the horror of

rzcial terrorism with z caleulated policy of annibileting the

nationsl and cultural identity of the Tamil sneaking neonle,
The last thirty veers of Sri Lanka's histery has recorded

many instences of injustices, hardships, racizl strocities and

“ 1

blatant discrimination agsinet the Tamil speaking reople,
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In the last thirty years, Sinhalese Imperialism has forcefully
annexed, under the pretext of colonisalion, more than 2000 sguare
miles of territory belenging to the traditional homelends of

2

Tamil speaking people. The Tamil Nation was robhed of hupe bulks

b
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of land at Amvarasi, Kalkudah, Seruvali, and Vavuniya.

calculsted programme of gradual ﬂ@P@tf”ﬁ’Oﬂ and annexation of Tamil

Balam dis 5til1 being practised on a large scale,

The lest thirty vears of history has witnessed two catasirophic
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racial riote {in 1958 and ’07?} that left 2 trail of mass murdar,

arson, rape and massive loss of Tamil property. This racial

terrorism 8till shows ite ugly face, snd might strike again at any
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of fear and insecuriiy.

The last thirty vears of Sinhalese Imperialist rule has reduced
the Tamil Ealam into an zconomicazlly backward region, deprived of
any develonment projects, isclated ag éﬁ unwanted colony. While
the Sinhalese Nation built un massive develonmant projects we
were left in z wilderness of economic deprivation, isoliation, and
starvation.

The last thiriy vears of Sinhalese racialist apprezsion bas
reduced our Tamil youths ints & huge army of unemﬁlayeé and driven
them into bhitter frustration and anger. The racialist education
system based on a blatant discrimination against the Tamils, has
deprived our youths of higher education and employment, and

plunged them into pervetual misery.

The last thirty vears of Sinhalese racialism has usurped the
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citisenship rights of more than half z million Tamil plentation
workers and forcefully ériven them out of the country. The Tamil
working class in the plantations were subjected to the worst form
of oppression, explcitation and racial atrocities and thoussnds of
them were made refugess in the recent communal riots,

The last thirty vears of Sri Lanka's histary marked the smergence
of Tamil Nationslism, the sirugsle to re—~sstablish the Tamil
Nationhood. Masgive agitation campﬁlgns erunted on the Tamil
political scene demanding a federal f&rm of sutonomy for the
traditional homelands of the Tamil speaking peonle. These struggles

exprecsed the determined will of the Tamil Nation, the legitimzte

N

mn

&

ok
k

sart its right to

aspirations of a nation of neonle 1o as
determination., Such lesitimste a@nirgtions of the Tamil srezking
masses that mznifested in & series of non-viclent asitations were
met with viclent forms of volice and military brutality. The
Jinhalese Imnerialiom reacieﬁ with a reisn of terror and inflicted
worst forms of ruppression over the aritators.

The lest thirty years of hislory sav the formetion of

fes]

r =1liznce Tormed by Tamil

N

The Tamil Unitec¢ Liberation Front,

nolitical nrrties with a resolution te fight for a senpriie State

of Toamil Ealem. Thirty yvears of fruitless political struggles for
regional autonomy, the frostration and futility that were experienced
on account of the acts of constant oppression and suvpression
vervetusted by the Sinhalese racialist regimes made the Tamil
speaking people to realise that the only course open to them is to

fight and estzblish their own State by libverating themselves from

the %Sinhalese Imperialist dominztion.
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The last thirty years of miserable existence under the
domination of the majority race has mzde the Tamil speaking people
to realise that they should assert their right of self-determination
as s Nation of people, a right recogniéed by the canons of
International Law. The Tamil spesaking people constitute themselves
as a Nation since they have a continucus historicai existence, with
a common language, fradition and cuifure, and have been living WiTHIN
specified territorial houndaries that zre their traditional homelands.
The right of self-determination is the right to rule themselves as
a Nation with the right to secede ¢ form a State of their own,
Having realised their right as 2z Hation the pecple of Tamil Ealam
resclved to fisht for a separate Tamil State. The Tamil United
Liberation Front fought the recent elections seeking a mandate from
the people to establish an independent sovereign State of Tamil Ealam
and gained uwnanimous support.

These ere the socio-economic and political consecuences of the
last thirty years of history, & historical phase of significant
events that culminated in the decision to liberate our Nation and
assert our freedom, But on the Ath February 1928, exactly 30 years
after the so-called nétional independence, another major tragedy
befell the Tamil speaking people. This is a sad day of history in
which J.R.Jayawardane, a Buddhist fanatic, andi a self-proclaimed
racialist, has assumed totalitarian powers as President and thrown
the country into iron dictatorship. It is a tragic event for all

progressive and freedom loving veople of the Tamil Nation, It has
cpenad a new unhzppy era of Sinhalese Immerialist dictatorshiv under

which the Tamil speaking pecple have to suffer and their struesgle
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for national liberation has to face severe suppression.

The Tamil speaking people should be aware of J.R.'s political
history, perficularly his racialist policies aimed at opvressing and
subjugating the Tamil speaking people, J.R was the chief architect
of the Bill to disenfranchise the Tamil plantation workerss of the
U.N.P nolicies of forceful colonisation of Tamil zreas: of the
march to Kandy against the Bandaaéhelva pacts of a resolution to
make Budcdhi=m the State religion =t the Natiecnal Constitutional
Asnembly, etc. His provocative statemenis in Parliament certainly
added fuel to the recant racial conflagration. He has totally
rejected the demznd for sevmaration end publicly werned the Tamil
speaking people not to entertain »ny hove of establishing a Tamil
Nationhood and has nlsc refused to amend the Sinhala Only fct. He is
the man who has now taken sunreme powers of the State and it is beyond
doubt that he is determined to keen the Tamil Nation under the heels
of Sinhala Imnerialism.

Thrown into confusion by sudden events of Sri Lanka's history,
frustrated by the rejection of ite demands, the Tamil United
Liberztion Front has become a passive, powerless political force
azainst the emerging new dictatorship of the Si;halese ruling class.
The United ¥ront still demands 2 separate Tamil Ealam with a full
knovledge that it cannot be achieved by Prrliamentary means or any
other forms of non-violent azitation,. ' The Front has no concrete
practical vrogramme for revolutionary poldtical action tc eatablish
the Statehood of Tamil Ealam for whieh they gained mandate from the

people., Their present political strategy of 'wait snd see' and

. . . .
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their nope for compassion from the Y.N.P, will certainly nliunce

the Tamil speaking people into a frustroted political avathy and
make the demend for separation a vague jiealirt dream., Those who
have the most slementery krowledge of palitics snd history are aware
thzt Tamil Felam constitutes itself as a Netion, vet if we fail to

prociaim our right of self-determination and fizht decinively for our

national liberztion, the Tamil ¥alam, in the course of time, will

e

graduslly leoose its tapritorial boundaries and the peovle will

p

1oose their mationwl identity. A long as we are a part of the

Parliamentary svstem within a unitary CGovernment, as long as ve

s

subject ourselves to the Sinhalese Imperialist hegemony, a8 long =2s
we fazil to assert our rights of celf-determination, onr status will
be none other than a minority with an open poesibility of fragmentation

and annihilation of our national identitye.

Our Objectives

It is under these political circumstances the Tamils Liberation

Organisetiom wes formed by & sroup of noliticslly conscious youths

for whom Tamil ®alam is not a political utonia but a reality which
has to ve fought and won undexr aﬁy cost s We believa that Temil
Ealam cannot be realised by Parliamentory forms of agitation or any
other forms of struggle with non-violence as a method. Thirty years
of political agitation has proved bevond doubl that such peaceful
methods of freedom struggle has always met with brutal oppressicn

by the armed forces af the Sinhalese ODPressSors.

W

THEREFCGRE, WE HAVE RESOLVED PO ORGANISE AN ARMED RAVOLUDIONARY STRUGSLS

WHICH I3 THE ONLY WAY LEFP TG US TO PIOHT AND WIN OUR_FREEDOM AND TO

ESTABLISH OUR STATEHOOH.
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The Tamils Liberation Organisation will functicn aer & political
movement and a revolutionary organisation inside and outside Temil
Ealam on a long programme of building up armed revolutionary youths
for a massive struggle which will evenﬁuate at an anprovriate time,
when vwe are fully prepared.

We will esteblish links with world liberation organisations,
and othep progressive international movements and will alse solicit
support froé Socizlist countries to build up our liberation

movements,

Towards a True Socialist State.

!

OUR FUNDAMENT AL POLITICAL AIM IS TO BSTABLISH A TRUE SOCIALISY

STATE OF TAMIL EALAM THROUGH ARMRD STRUGCLE. Tamil Ealam will include

all geographical areas which have been the treditional homelands of
the Tamil spenking people; all areas +hat came under Sinhalese
colonisation will be regéined tp from our ancient boundaries, the
extension of such geographical lands will be larpe enough to
accommodate within Tamil Ealam the Tamil speaking neople of the
up~countrye.

Since Tamil Balam structures itself 25 a Nation, =s » historica 1
constituted socisl formation, with common linquistic and cultursel
super-gtructural forms, within an articulatinn of a epecific mode
of production and possessing well defined %réﬁitionai territoriesn,

we believe that our riruggle for the estnbiishment of Tamil Belam

cannot be 'irevtricably linked® with the problems of the
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up-couniry Tamils who are not constituted as a Nat

nationhood and proclaiw the risht of gelf-detarmination. Since
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we are bound by a common language zngd culture, and since we believe
that the up-country Temils will be safe snd sscure under a Tamil
State, our nolitical stratesy is to acecomodnte them all within

Tamil Balam with full citigenship rights, Regaining our lost sncient
lands will provide ample territorial space for these hard working
Peovle who will be an assget and strencth to the socioc-economic
development of the Tamil Naotion.

By Socialist State, we mean the establishment of = castelass,
classless social formation with the abolition of private nroperiy,
Wwith the eradication of all forms of exploitation of man by man,
with-full guarantees of individual liverty. Economic strategy will

be based on Socislist planning to promote the economic development

of our Tamil Nation.

. We call upon 211 the Tanmil gveaking youths from Sri Lanka =nd
abroad who sre dedicated to the cause of Tamil Falam to join ranks
with our movement, to organise themselves into a revolutienary force,
We c¢al) upon all Tamil speaking peonle in Ceyion and abroad to give
us moral and financial sunmort to build up our revolutionary cause,

de call upon all Tamil political movemente in Ceyion and sbrozd
Wwho zre commitied to the canse of a éenaraﬁa Tamil State to give us
relentless support to orgenise an aymed resistance movementd.

Finally we nledge to dedicate our lives for this revolutionary
cause, this noble cause of smancipation and freedom of our peoplle

and call upon everyone witl a sincere passion for cur languzge ond

culture, for our Nationhocd, to ecive uw every auvoord.
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