Author’s Preface

| thank the editors of Building Strength through Struggle for put-
ting together the major documents that | drafted and finalized for the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Philippines and
the articles that | wrote as Chairman of said committee in the period
between the formal declaration of martial law on September 21, 1972
and my capture on November 10, 1977.

Building Strength through Struggle contains the most significant
documents and articles on the Filipino people’s struggle against the
Marcos fascist dictatorship during its first five years of existence.
These expose clearly the character and stratagems of the dictatorship
and define the revolutionary course of action, including the establish-
ment of the people’s democratic government, the leadership of the
working class, the protracted people’s war and the development of
the mass movement.

To this day, the “Guide for Establishing the People’s Democratic
Government,” “Special Characteristics of our People’s War,” “Our Ur-
gent Tasks” and “Elaboration on the 10-Point Program of the National
Democratic Front” are highly instructive to the revolutionary forces and
people. These historic documents reinforced the earlier foundation
documents in guiding the people’s democratic revolution and coun-
tering various trends of subjectivism and opportunism in the 1980s.

From 1970 onwards, Party cadres and members were provided with
theoretical education, politico-military training and experience in mass
work and combat in Isabela and other provinces of northeast Luzon.
They were subsequently deployed to other regions. The suspension
of the writ of habeas corpus in 1971 and the declaration of martial law
in 1972 forced many urban-based Party members and mass activists
to go underground. They were deployed to various regions.

When the Plenum of the Party Central Committee was held in De-
cember 1975, the reports showed that the CPP, NPA, the organs of
political power and mass organizations of the revolutionary movement
had already spread to all regions of the Philippines, except the Moro
provinces. The Plenum inspired the regional Party committees and
regional commands of the NPA to expand the mass base and create
more guerrilla fronts.



Building Strength through Struggle

The rapidly growing strength and advance of the revolutionary
movement can be traced by reading the annual anniversary statements
of the CPP Central Committee on the work of the entire Party and
New People’s Army and can also be seen in the periodic assessments
critical of the policies and actions of the Marcos fascist regime and
laying bare its growing isolation and weakness.

However, in accordance with the law of development, the revolu-
tionary movement could not and did not advance on a straight line.
It had to confront and solve problems arising from the ferocity of the
attacks of the fascist dictatorship and from the major and minor er-
rors and shortcomings within the CPP organs and units. Some of my
writings in the book criticize certain major errors and show how these
were resolved.

In developing the united front against the fascist dictatorship, we
adhered to the line of unity and struggle and thus we maintained in-
dependence and initiative. We were critical of the anti-Marcos reac-
tionaries for always putting their hopes on the US to junk Marcos and
the revival of the 1935 constitution of the reactionary government. We
were strongly supportive of the Moro people’s right to national self-
determination and were thus critical of the Moro National Liberation
Front for yielding to the sovereign pretensions and processes of the
fascist dictatorship in the Tripoli Agreement of 1976.

After more than five years of fascist dictatorship, especially after
my capture in 1977, Marcos deluded himself into thinking that he had
stabilized his rule because he was still commanding the forces of
the armed counterrevolution and because he was propped up by US
military and economic assistance due to the US military bases as well
as by the seemingly endless flow of foreign loans under the auspices
of the IMF and World Bank.

But in fact the revolutionary movement had taken deep roots na-
tionwide under the guidance of the Program for a People’s Democratic
Revolution along the antifascist, antifeudal and anti-imperialist line. It
challenged not only the autocratic regime but the entire ruling system
of big compradors, landlords and the puppet politicians servile to US
imperialism.

This book aims to provide readers with a comprehensive and
profound understanding of the perseverance, resilience and rapid
development of the revolutionary movement. It shows the oppressive
and exploitative conditions that generated the people’s resistance and
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more importantly the principles and processes of building strength
through revolutionary struggle.

Some documents give a sense of the status of the world anti-im-
perialist and communist movement at the time, such as the following:
“Statement of the Communist Party of the Philippines on the Agree-
ment Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam,” “A Diplomatic
Victory of the People’s Republic of China: A Victory of the Philippine
Revolutionary Struggle,” “Tribute to the Great Communist Mao Zedong”
and “The October Revolution Sixty Years Ago Established the First
Workers’ State.”

May this preface spark the interest of readers in knowing how the
revolutionary forces of the Filipino people withstood the ferocious at-
tacks of the Marcos fascist dictatorship, how they ultimately caused its
downfall and why to this day they persevere in revolutionary struggle
against the semicolonial and semifeudal ruling system that pretends
to be democratic and yet is extremely servile to foreign interests but
extremely exploitative, corrupt, brutal and mendacious to the people.

Jose Maria Sison
Utrecht, The Netherlands
25 October 2013






Overthrow the US-Marcos Dictatorship
to Achieve National Freedom
and Democracy

First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, October 1, 1972.

The essence of the formal declaration of martial law through Proc-
lamation No. 1081 is the brazen imposition of the US-Marcos dicta-
torship on the entire Filipino nation and people. This proclamation is
in effect the formal declaration of civil war by the US-Marcos clique
against the broad masses of the people. At the same time, it is in the
final analysis the death sentence for its criminal authors because the
people shall win in the end through revolutionary struggle.

As a result of the complete self-exposure of the US-Marcos dictator-
ship, the conditions for the rapid advance of the Philippine revolution
against US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism have
become far more excellent than ever before. The ranks of the revo-
lutionary movement have rapidly broadened and the various forms
of revolutionary struggle, principally armed struggle, have further
intensified.

A new level of revolutionary struggle has come about. All over the
country, the people are brimming with revolutionary hatred for the
US-Marcos dictatorship, the violent opposite of national freedom and
democracy which they cherish. It is starkly clear to everyone that
a fascist dictatorship, seeking to perpetuate itself through counter-
revolutionary violence, can be overthrown only through revolutionary
violence. The US-Marcos clique has only dug deeper its grave.

The Usurpation of Absolute Power by the US-Marcos Dictatorship

With an autocratic arrogance reminiscent of absolute monarchy in
feudal times, the US-Marcos clique has converted Article VII, Section
10, Paragraph 2 of the reactionary constitution into an overall license to
suppress the sovereign rights of the Filipino people in violation of every
concept of republicanism. It is the absurd stand of the US-Marcos
dictatorship that it can declare and implement an “unlimited form of
martial law.” If the fascist logic of the dictatorship were to be followed,
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this particular constitutional provision should have merited being the
Preamble, Article | or Article Il, but never lower than Article Il entitled
“Bill of Rights” of the reactionary constitution. Indeed, fascist dictators
themselves wantonly violate the priority of principles laid down hypo-
critically in bourgeois constitutions and pick constitutional provisions
out of context in order to suit their tyranny.

Without bothering to get any authorization from Congress, Marcos
high-handedly signed Proclamation No. 1081 on September 21 and
subsequently signed corresponding general orders, letters of instruc-
tion and a presidential decree on September 22 and September 23
before finally making them public at 7:15 on the evening of September
23, 1972. In his “background” speech for his prior acts, all essentially
calculated to usurp and concentrate absolute governmental power in
his hands and suppress every kind of democratic and revolutionary
opposition to his regime, he boasted of wanting “to save the republic
and to reform society” and of doing so in his capacity as commander-
in-chief of the reactionary armed forces alone. In this regard, the
puppet dictator Marcos kept on repeating “I” and “me personally” to
stress his autocratic pretensions.

Proclamation No. 1081 lays down at length the pretexts for martial
law and dictatorship, such as that there is not only a “state of rebellion”
and “subversion” but even “an actual state of war” throughout the coun-
try, including the Greater Manila area. This is supposed to be due to a
“criminal conspiracy” of such diverse groups of people as the Commu-
nist Party of the Philippines; the Liberal Party; the publishers, editors
and other journalists; members of the constitutional convention; Manila
TV-radio broadcasters; leaders and members of mass organizations
of workers, peasants, students, teachers and professionals, women
and others; the national minorities, especially those of Mindanao; and
even such unwholesome groups as crime syndicates, petty warlords
and the Lava revisionist renegades. Then, the proclamation orders
the reactionary armed forces to put the entire country under martial
law and detain indefinitely at the whim of the commander-in-chief all
those deemed opposed to his fascist puppet regime.

The promulgation of Proclamation No. 1081 immediately violates
Article VI, Section 26 of the reactionary constitution which clearly
states that “in times of war or other national emergency, Congress may
by law authorize the President, for a limited period and subject to such
restrictions as it may prescribe, to promulgate rules and regulations
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to carry out a declared national policy.” This constitutional provision
points out the authority of Congress and the necessity of having a
declared national policy emanating from it. Marcos did not bother to
consult Congress as the national policymaking body of the reaction-
ary government before signing his fascist proclamation. He even went
farther by issuing General Order No. 1 and Presidential Decree No.
1 which put Congress to naught.

General Order No. 1 proclaims that the entire nation and the entire
government, including all its agencies and instrumentalities, are under
the absolute authority of the US-Marcos dictatorship. Under this order,
the legislative department and the judicial department, both coequal
and complemental to the executive department under the constitu-
tion, are arbitrarily rendered inutile and even nonexistent. This order
also carries with it the implication that the commander-in-chief of the
reactionary armed forces can at whim disregard and violate anyone’s
right to public office by virtue of election or civil service rules. In effect,
the fascist dictatorship has torn to pieces the very same constitution
which it pretends to defend and from which it draws authority.

The promulgation of Presidential Decree No. 1 clearly shows that
Marcos has arrogated unto himself the prerogatives and functions
of Congress or the legislative department. Under this decree, the
“Integrated Reorganization Plan” is simply declared “part of the law
of the land” despite the fact that this is a pending congressional bill.
The fascist dictator has even seen it fit to berate Congress for not
having had enough sense to pass this bill before. By way of confirm-
ing his dissolution or absorption of Congress, he invited a number of
congressmen on September 25 only to tell them to become “models in
their communities” and veiledly to threaten them with dispossession of
property by the Bureau of Internal Revenue. To stress the point that he
had assumed fascist dictatorial powers, he ordered several members
of Congress detained in military camps or put under house arrest, or
under threat of detention and other punitive measures.

General Order No. 3 clearly puts all actions of the US-Marcos dicta-
torship above the civilian courts, including the Supreme Court. It takes
away from these the prerogative of trying seven categories of cases
of vital importance, such as those involving: 1) the validity, legality or
constitutionality of any decree, order or acts issued, promulgated or
performed by the dictator himself or his duly designated representa-
tive; 2) the validity, legality or constitutionality of any rules, orders or
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acts issued, promulgated or performed by public servants pursuant to
decrees, orders, rules and regulations issued and promulgated “by me”
or by “my duly designated representative” pursuant to Proclamation
No. 1081; 3) crimes against national security and the law of nations;
4) crimes against the fundamental laws of the state; 5) crimes against
public order; 6) usurpation of authority, rank, title, and improper use
of names, uniforms and insignia; and 7) crimes committed by public
officers.

The abovementioned cases are under exclusive jurisdiction of mili-
tary commissions or military courts created by the chief of staff of the
reactionary armed forces under the direction of the dictator. In other
words, the US-Marcos dictatorship and its fascist minions can commit
every crime with absolute impunity. Marcos himself has scorned the
petition of detainees for the writ of habeas corpus in the Supreme Court
as an exercise in futility since he claims now to be the sole authority
on judicial matters as commander-in-chief of the reactionary armed
forces. He has also declared that he will remove and replace public
officials in any government department, including the judiciary; in fact,
he has already demanded the resignation of all judges of the lower
civilian courts and special courts like the Court of Industrial Relations
and Court of Agrarian Relations. The scope of authority given to the
military courts is so comprehensive that all civilian courts, including
the Supreme Court, are left with no more cases to try, except some
of a marginal nature.

General Order No. 3 orders that the present officers and employ-
ees of all executive departments, bureaus, offices, agencies and
instrumentalities of the national government, government-owned or
controlled corporations, as well as all governments of all the provinces,
cities and municipalities and barrios can remain in office only at the
pleasure of the US-Marcos dictatorship and can no longer consider as
sufficient basis for tenure previous election or civil service eligibility.

Provincial governors and town and city mayors are now so much
threatened that some of those who were previously critical of the
US-Marcos clique, especially those from the Liberal Party, have
started to sing paeans to Marcos as if the criminal character of this
scoundrel can be exorcised by capitulation. Presidential Decree No. 1
emphasizes the threat of dismissal against appointive officials and
employees even without due process and due cause. The real intention
of the “Integrated Reorganization Plan” is to effect mass dismissal of
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civilian employees so that their salaries could be used for the purposes
of the fascist military although the avowed intention of the dictatorship
is to reduce the costs of government by “weeding out” those whom it
categorizes as “corrupt, inefficient, ignorant and useless.”

By acting on the sole basis that he is the commander-in-chief of the
reactionary armed forces and by implementing his line of “unlimited
martial law” above and beyond the entire constitution, Marcos has
supplanted “civilian authority” with “military authority,” notwithstanding
his previous declaration on September 23 that there was “no military
takeover,” and has calculated to perpetuate his dictatorship, notwith-
standing his oft-repeated claim that he wants the “national emergency”
to end “as soon as possible.”

In his address to his military lapdogs on September 26, the dictator
himself declared:

By and large, the military in the Philippines have demonstrated
their capacity to govern, rule and exact obedience.... This is the
first new principle or main manifestation in the New Society which
we would like to create: that there is a breed of men capable not
only of ruling others but of governing themselves ... we must
thank you and the men under you, noncommissioned officers and
enlisted men, all the way down to the lowest level, have shown
and demonstrated that this principle in which we believe, that is,
that the military can be given all the power....

For all intents and purposes, the US-Marcos dictatorship is hell-bent
on employing an armed minority of men (at the moment only about
65,000 including noncombatant personnel) to ride roughshod over
the people. This is absolutely necessary as the dictatorship intends
to perpetuate itself for “two years or more” (as revealed by top CIA
agent Alejandro Melchor in a press interview in the United States, after
making a special report on the Philippine situation to his US imperialist
masters). This is far beyond the one year and three months that is left
of the constitutional tenure of Marcos.

The Suppression of the Basic Democratic Rights of the People

In line with the vile scheme of the US-Marcos dictatorship to per-
petuate itself in power, General Order No. 2, General Order No. 4 and
General Order No. 5 are all aimed at directly intimidating and actually
curtailing and suppressing the basic democratic rights of the broad
masses of the people. Of course, these are closely related to General
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Order No. 3 which, elaborating on Proclamation No. 1081, subjects
the people to final judgment by their fascist persecutors.

General Order No. 2 reiterates the order for mass arrests and mass
detention immediately embodied in Proclamation No. 1081. It orders
the fascist troops to arrest and detain for as long as it pleases the dic-
tatorship “such persons as may have committed crimes and offenses
in furtherance or on the occasion of or incident to or in connection with
the crimes of insurrection or rebellion, as well as persons who have
committed crimes against national security and the law of nations,
crimes against public order, crimes involving usurpation of authority,
title, improper use of name, uniform and insignia, including persons
guilty of crimes as public officers, as well as those persons who may
have violated any decree or order promulgated by me personally or
promulgated upon my direction.”

Under this order, anyone can be blacklisted by the US-Marcos
dictatorship, blackmailed or actually put through sham trial in the
military courts and punished arbitrarily. In the first wave of nationwide
mass arrests, conducted from 9:00 p.m. of September 22 to 6:00
a.m. of September 23, several thousands of leading personalities in
various legal endeavors and common people were apprehended and
thrown into military camps and many of these were brutally tortured
or even murdered. So far, only a little over a hundred detainees in the
Manila-Rizal region have been reported through the Marcos-controlled
government radio stations and the Marcos-owned Kanlaon Broadcast-
ing System (KBS) and Daily Express.

General Order No. 4 orders the maintenance of a daily curfew
throughout the Philippines from 12:00 midnight to 4:00 a.m. This has
immediately resulted in the disruption of the livelihood of a great num-
ber of people, including workers on the night shift, fishermen, market
vendors, transport workers and businessmen, restaurant employees,
street peddlers and so many others. To disregard this order infringing
on the free movement of the people is to suffer brutal treatment and
indefinite detention in a military camp and subsequently in a prison
camp. Exemptions to this order can be taken only from a military com-
mander-in-charge in the given area. That military officer acts as the
overlord in the area. Within or outside curfew time, it is now the fascist
troops roaming the streets who commit all sorts of crimes, frequently
extortion, robbery, mauling, drunken behavior and rape. Anyone who
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complains can easily get accused of slandering the dictator Marcos
and the fascist military.

General Order No. 5 orders the suppression of the basic democratic
rights of free assembly and free expression. This is directed against
the workers, peasants, youth and all other sections of the population,
including political parties, trade unions and other mass organizations.
It prohibits under pain of fascist punishment all rallies and demonstra-
tions and other forms of mass actions, including strikes and picketing
by workers and others, in vital industries such as in companies en-
gaged in the manufacture or processing as well as in the distribution
of fuel, gas, gasoline and fuel or lubricating oil, in companies engaged
in the production or processing of essential commodities or products
for export, and in companies engaged in banking of any kind, as well
as in hospitals and in schools and colleges.

It is clear by this order that while he acts as a dictator towards the
broad masses of the people, Marcos is a despicable puppet of the big
bourgeoisie, especially the US imperialists. He is specially interested
in suppressing protest mass actions against the US oil monopolies
and their arbitrary price hikes. At any rate, he is violently opposed to
all forms of democratic assembly and expression. He has gone as far
as to issue a special order to the armed forces, particularly his secret
agents, to eavesdrop on ordinary conversations in order to catch
people for “rumormongering.”

Letter of Instruction No. 1 also involves the suppression of the
democratic right of free expression. It orders the Press Secretary of
the Department of Public Information (DPI) after Presidential Decree
No. 1, to take over all newspapers, magazines, radio and television
facilities and all other media of communications, wherever they are.
The closure of the major Manila newspapers and radio and TV sta-
tions has disrupted the livelihood of printing workers, journalists, staff
employees, radio-TV talents, newsboys, newspaper dealers and so
many others. Pursuant to Letter of Instruction No. 1, the DPI secretary
has started to issue his own department orders. Department Order
No. 1 orders, among others, that all materials for publication in the
newspapers or broadcast on radio and television shall have to carry the
approval of the Department of Public Information and that these shall
have to fall in with the fascist dictatorship and strictly avoid expressing
the true national and democratic interests of the Filipino people. De-
partment Order No. 2 orders that no printer may print any newspaper,
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periodical, news sheet, pamphlet, leaflet or any publication for mass
dissemination of any kind without approval of the Department of Public
Information and that these shall also have to conform with Depart-
ment Order No. 1. Because of the bureaucratic runaround involved
in getting approval for printing orders, the livelihood not only of the
press owners but also of the printing workers are adversely affected.

The US-Marcos dictatorship wants to monopolize all channels of
information with the vain hope of deceiving the people with its lies.
Its fascist totalitarianism leaves no room for such other channels of
information as those owned by the Roceses, Lopezes, Locsins and
the like though these have never gone beyond legal criticism of the
obvious excesses of the US-Marcos clique and have as a matter of fact
given utmost space to Malacafnang press releases. In the meantime,
only those channels of information owned by the fascist government
(like Radio Philippines Network; Philippine Broadcasting System and
the like); those owned directly or indirectly by fascist dictator Marcos
(like Kanlaon Broadcasting System, Daily Express, Liwayway, Ban-
nawag, Hiligaynon, Bisaya, and the like); and those owned by foreign
imperialist entities, especially American (Philippines Herald, Radio
Mindanao Network, Interisland Broadcasting System and the like),
are allowed to operate.

This new development is what Marcos calls fighting “subversion”
with “sophistication.” This is what we call the crudeness of fascism,
the complete unmasking of the ugly face of a fascist dictatorship. Un-
wittingly, the US-Marcos dictatorship has only convinced the broad
masses of the people of the necessity and urgency of putting out and
distributing underground publications and resorting to other forms of
mass communications (including secret meetings in urban areas and
mass meetings in rural areas). It must also be pointed out that it is
impossible for the fascist authorities to guard all medium and small
printing presses in the country, not to mention some small presses
securely kept in the underground.

Gone berserk in its attempt to suppress every kind of opposition
to its unjust rule, the US-Marcos dictatorship has as one of its initial
acts suspended classes at all levels. Though the initial suspension of
classes is only for one week, this has been extended indefinitely at the
high school, college and graduate levels. School teachers in primary
and elementary schools are now under threat of being dismissed if they
disobey strict orders to wage a hysterical campaign of anticommunist
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indoctrination and propaganda for the fascist dictatorship. Progres-
sive teachers and students, including officers of student governments,
are being apprehended or threatened with detention. Such fascist
tactics have only served to increase the number of men and women
who are very articulate in denouncing the US-Marcos dictatorship.
The indefinite closure of all private high schools and colleges have
angered all the teachers whose livelihood has been unduly disrupted
and the students’ parents who are acutely concerned about the time
and living expenses of their children going to waste.

General Order No. 6 and General Order No. 7 are both intended
to consolidate control by the US-Marcos dictatorship of firearms and
ammunitions in the hands of the reactionary armed forces and police
forces and also those in the hands of security agencies and warlords.
The first order prohibits the carrying of firearms by private persons and
orders the arrest of all persons doing so unless they are authorized
by the dictatorship. Marcos himself has declared in his “background”
speech that carrying of firearms outside the residence, even if covered
by license but without permission of the reactionary armed forces, is
punishable by death. The second order requires that all high-powered
firearms in the hands of private security agencies, public or private
corporations (including gun stores) and private individuals, and those
under temporary custody of the Bureau of Customs, Bureau of Posts
and clerks of courts (apart from those in pending court cases) be
turned over immediately to the firearms and explosives units of the
Philippine Constabulary.

To camouflage its real intention of controlling arms for its fascist
purposes, the US-Marcos dictatorship has raved mad about “peace
and order” and has even pretended to arrest and confiscate token num-
bers of arms from notorious warlords who are close to it, like Ablan,
Bocalan, Crisologo and the like. But the warlords and crime gangs are
actually not surrendering their arms. Only some police forces, private
corporations and individuals opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship
are being forced to turn over their registered arms to the Philippine
Constabulary. As a result, these entities are being rendered helpless
before the fascist gangsters, warlords and ordinary armed criminals.

Letter of Instruction No. 2 orders the Secretary of National Defense
to “take over” the management, control and operation of the Manila
Electric Company (MERALCO), the Philippine Long Distance Tel-
ephone Company (PLDT), the National Waterworks and Sewerage
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Authority (NAWASA), the Philippine National Railways (PNR), the
Philippine Air Lines (PAL), Air Manila, Filipinas Orient Airways, and
other public utilities. Once more, the US-Marcos dictatorship delib-
erately refuses even only to mention the US oil companies and other
US-owned public utility firms in the Philippines.

The “takeover” of public utilities is neither to achieve nationaliza-
tion nor to crush an armed opposition in the premises. The NAWASA
and PNR are government corporations long under trusted military
appointees of Marcos. The PLDT and Air Manila are private corpora-
tions controlled and owned by Marcos himself through dummies. The
PAL and Filipinas Orient Airways continue to be private corporations
under the ownership and control of Marcos’ big bourgeois confreres.
The real target for spite of the US-Marcos dictatorship is MERALCO
and the Lopezes who are owners of controlling stocks. The military-
takeover management here really makes it a point to boss around,
go over the company accounts and meddle in operations. Though
Marcos himself is a noncontrolling co-owner of this public utility firm,
he wants once more to tighten the screw against the Lopezes whom
he wants to support his dictatorship completely, especially with the use
of the Lopez-owned Manila Chronicle and ABS-CBN radio-television
network.

Letter of Instruction No. 3 orders the Secretary of National Defense
to take over the possession, control and operation of all privately
owned aircraft and watercraft of Philippine registry and also to control
the movement of nonmilitary foreign-owned and foreign-registered
aircraft and watercraft of whatever make. The avowed intention of
the US-Marcos dictatorship in this regard is to prevent the escape of
his reactionary rivals for power either by sea or by air in their private
yachts or private planes. Letters of Instruction Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7 to
the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, the Secretary of Justice, the Secre-
tary of Finance and the Governor of the Central Bank, respectively,
are also openly intended to prevent the “escape from the country”
of the enemies of the US-Marcos dictatorship. But, of course, the
instructions, from Instruction No. 3 to Instruction No. 7, are all meant
to curtail the free flow of information regarding the despicableness by
which the US-Marcos dictatorship has come about. Only after assuring
itself of complete control of the mass media and also the detention of
a sweeping range of critics has the dictatorship allowed, under guard
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of troops, spies and censors, the transmission of messages via inter-
national and domestic carriers and communication firms.

In a vain attempt to deceive the peasant masses, the big landlord
and landgrabber Marcos has announced that he has issued Presi-
dential Decree No. 2 proclaiming the whole country as a “land reform
area.” This is plain drivel of a demagogue. Since the law to be applied
is basically the old Agricultural Land Reform Code, which is reactionary
by both origin and amendments, nothing will come out of the decree
except that it will serve to worsen the plight of the peasant masses
as has been proven in previous “land reform areas.” The code is es-
sentially nothing more than a set of instructions for the landlord class
to exploit the peasantry further. In making his decree, Marcos even
fails to conceal his malice as he sternly warns the tenant peasants to
‘respect” and be “fair and just” to the landlords. The dictatorship is
hell-bent on preventing the peasant masses from forming their own
associations and is busier than ever in criminally assaulting and round-
ing up those who have their own militant associations. The reactionary
armed forces are now frenziedly attacking the peasant masses and
accusing them of being guerrilla fighters of the New People’s Army.
Thus, the US-Marcos dictatorship has become isolated not only in the
urban areas but also in the countryside where the flames of people’s
war are rapidly spreading.

The “show window of democracy in Asia” which was much touted
by US imperialism and its puppets in the past has completely proven
to be mere soap bubble. It is now completely gone. Because of its
boundless greed for power and wealth, the US-Marcos dictatorship
has forced on everyone in the Philippines the choice between armed
revolution and armed counterrevolution. The people’s revolutionary
struggle for national freedom and democracy has become ever more
vigorous and fiercer. In this regard, it is worth taking up CIA agent
Melchor’s description of his criminal accomplice Marcos, as one who
has put his head on the block. This description is very apt. The Filipino
people are going to literally chop off Marcos’ head in due time, unless
his US imperialist masters will first do so in the manner that they did
to the abominable Ngo Dinh Diem. At any rate, the Filipino people will
continue to maintain their armed strength and fight on even as some
other dog would be groomed as one more puppet dictator by US im-
perialism. In the face of the present fascist tyranny, the broad masses
of the Filipino people know how to fight for their freedom.
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The Fabrication of the “State of National Emergency”

An actual state of martial law has long existed in many parts of
the country, especially in Central Luzon, Northern Luzon, Southern
Luzon and Mindanao, even before the formal declaration of martial
law covering the entire country. The fascist minions of the US-Marcos
clique under the banner of military task forces have long operated as
the supreme wielders of political authority, abusing and blackmailing
the people; robbing and extorting from them; rounding them up and
incarcerating them indefinitely on false charges; barging into and even
burning homes; committing kidnapping, murder and massacre; and
rape with impunity.

These are the concrete manifestations, especially in the country-
side, of the trend of militarization and fascization so well condemned
by the people throughout the land. These are the bitter results of the
more than fivefold increase of the official military budget from 1966
to 1972; the system of conspiracy between the commander-in-chief
and his favorites in the reactionary armed forces; the rapid increase
in troops and equipment; the fielding of so many “task forces” and
“paramilitary units” (BSDUs and “Monkees”); the vicious employment
of the Antisubversion Law; the intensification of fascist training in
“home defense” centers; the militarist intrusion into civilian offices and
functions either under the signboard of “civic action” or “accommoda-
tion of retirees from the military service”; the secret but wide-scale
issuance of military rank to civilian officials; the suspension of the writ
of habeas corpus; the unremitting “psywar” campaigns for the accept-
ance of martial law; the adoption of “contingency plans”; committing
crimes of bloody intrigue for the purpose of pitting one group against
another; and so many others.

The real situation in particular parts of the country is now being
turned into a nationwide situation through the formal declaration of
martial law. The US-Marcos dictatorship is bent on committing all kinds
of fascist crimes against the broad masses of the people in order to
suppress their clamor for national freedom and democracy, province by
province and island by island. The fascist dictatorship has the illusion
that it can freely do so as long as it has the absolute power over the
entire reactionary government and monopoly of the legal channels of
communications such as those rendered in the Manila-Rizal region and
other urban areas. Thus, aside from trying to hunt down the Communist
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Party of the Philippines and the New People’s Army, it has to terrorize
the democratic mass organizations, the mass media, the Liberal Party,
sections of the Nacionalista Party, sections of the constitutional con-
vention and all patriotic and democratic personages. This is to serve
notice to all who can disseminate information and opinions widely to
keep silent about fascist crimes that are aimed at protecting the inter-
ests of US imperialism and at the same time perpetuating the Marcos
puppet gang in power. To achieve its vile scheme, the US-Marcos
cligue has had to resort to a number of tricks resting mainly on the
myth of “urban terrorism.” A series of a few bombings is made in the
urban areas, blamed on communists and all other democratic forces,
turned into an argument for “contingency plans” and, presto, there is
a “state of national emergency” which is used as a pretext for doing
away with all channels of mass communications except those of the
commander-in-chief and his dictatorship.

The dry run for the big trick that is the current “state of national
emergency” was the Plaza Miranda massacre on August 21, 1971 and
the subsequent suspension of the writ of habeas corpus until January
of this year. In the massacre caused by two grenades, nine were killed
and more than a hundred people were seriously wounded including
almost all the top leaders of the Liberal Party. Within two hours after
the incident, the US-Marcos clique was already on radio blaming
the Communist Party of the Philippines, the New People’s Army and
democratic mass organizations for the dastardly crime. Then, less
than three hours after the massacre, the US-Marcos clique issued
only to the reactionary armed forces and without public knowledge
until August 23, the presidential proclamation suspending the writ of
habeas corpus and ordering the mass arrest of prominent democratic
personages and activists of democratic mass organizations. Imme-
diately after the massacre, there also followed a series of nine petty
bombings which had no other motive but to buttress the false public
claims of the US-Marcos clique and which could have been commit-
ted in certain well-guarded places, like the Manila City Hall and the
residence of Rep. Cojuangco, only by a conspiracy in which Marcos
himself was involved.

What gave away the bloody hands of the US-Marcos clique with
regard to the Plaza Miranda massacre was that Marcos and his lieuten-
ant Enrile readily blamed so many people, including a college president
and a prominent radio commentator, and entire mass organizations
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for a crime which was essentially a conspiracy and, therefore, could
have involved only a handful of persons in both planning and execution.
The broad masses of the people and the survivors of the massacre
themselves pointed the finger of blame at the US-Marcos clique, which
had been responsible for so many previous massacres. The false
accusations of the US-Marcos clique became more ludicrous and
incredible when the leaders of the Liberal Party were finally accused
of trying to kill themselves in order to get public sympathy and win the
elections. The suspension of the writ of habeas corpus was “lifted”
only after the US-Marcos clique appeared satisfied with something,
like the Supreme Court decision acclaiming the presidential privilege
to suspend the writ, giving credence to a piece of fabrication like the
“July-August Plan” and above all noting the existence of a state of
rebellion and likewise of a declaration of war from the Communist
Party of the Philippines. Then, in a complete turnabout from its previ-
ous propaganda of anticommunist lies, the US-Marcos clique charged
in court for the Plaza Miranda massacre not some communists but
some living-out prisoners of the national penitentiary, which is run by
a trusted agent of the US-Marcos clique.

The fascist tricks of the US-Marcos clique did not end with the Plaza
Miranda massacre, however. The clique merely took a breather for
a few months from its November 1971 electoral defeat. Soon came
another series of petty bombings, a total of 16 minor detonations (from
March 15 to September 18, 1972) most of which caused only some
petty damage on some government and privately owned buildings and
three of which were the most serious, causing one death and injuries
to more than twenty people. In addition, there were “discoveries” of
bombs at Congress and the Department of Foreign Affairs and two
patently fake casualtyless ambushes, one supposedly on a Metrocom
car and another on Defense Secretary Enrile himself. Most of the
bombings and other incidents were made during the months of August
and September 1972 immediately prior to Proclamation No. 1081.

It was during the months of August and September, when thirteen
of the abovecited incidents were made, that the US-Marcos clique
took the posture of raving mad about “urban terrorism” and “urban
guerrilla warfare.” Within seconds after every incident, Marcos and his
fascist minions would rail against the Communist Party of the Philip-
pines, the New People’s Army and democratic mass organizations
and threaten to adopt some “contingency plans.” Everyday the front
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pages of the Manila newspapers would scream and the radio would
blare with the quick allegations of the US-Marcos clique. During this
period, the Communist Party of the Philippines issued through Ang
Bayan two statements refuting the false accusations of the fascist
clique; some quotations from these statements found their way into
Manila newspapers. As during the white terror that followed the Plaza
Miranda massacre, the Party reaffirmed its adherence to the theory
of people’s war and the strategic line of encircling the cities from the
countryside and strongly condemned terrorist acts where the most
likely victims are the people and likewise the stupid “psywar” campaign
unleashed by the enemy to cause a mammoth-sized hysteria from a
few petty incidents.

A few of the bombings before June 1972 had been claimed by the
Lava revisionist renegades in their anticommunist publications as their
own doing. And in three bombings, where there were casualties, evi-
dence clearly pointed to the US-Marcos clique as the mastermind and
culprit. A PC sergeant belonging to the PC firearms and explosives
unit was actually caught by the Manila Police and confessed to being
on a “special mission” in connection with the most serious bombing,
that at Joe’s Department Store. Two AFP plainclothesmen taking a ride
in a jeep marked “for official use only” were seen by eyewitnesses in
connection with the bombing at the Manila City Hall. Three PC men
in uniform were also seen in the process of bomb emplacement and
getaway in a PC truck by three delegates of the constitutional conven-
tion in connection with the bombing at the Quezon City Hall.

Despite all evidences and clues gathered, the US-Marcos clique
did not only continue to insist on its false anticommunist charges but
also maneuvered to suppress evidence pointing to its own criminal
responsibility. The maneuvers of the clique were so crudely evident
that eventually the leaders of the Liberal Party and journalists of the
Manila newspapers stood up to raise questions of doubt and also to
denounce certain actuations of the powers that be. Then came the
public exposure of “Operation Sagittarius” which unmasked the plans
of the US-Marcos clique to declare martial law under the guise of tak-
ing “contingency plans” to follow up the terrorist incidents made by the
clique itself. This operational plan had been leaked out to a member of
the Senate by a top-ranking military officer. It was at this point, cover-
ing a period of about two weeks prior to Proclamation No. 1081, that
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the US-Marcos clique intensified its efforts to terrorize all its critics by
telling them that they could be kidnapped or assassinated.

As if it could deceive the people by a mere repetition of lies, Proc-
lamation No. 1081 continues to treat the incidents, which were mostly
bombings in urban areas, as the key factor in declaring a “state of
national emergency.” On the other hand, this proclamation has com-
pletely unmasked the US-Marcos clique as a totally fascist criminal
gang and a bunch of incorrigible liars. How many times did these
scoundrels deny scheming to impose martial law? There is not only
martial law now but also a full-blown fascist dictatorship to boot. The
flimsy basis for what is now called a “state of national emergency” or
“an actual state of war” is a series of twenty relatively minor incidents
which, as now confirmed by the very promulgation of Proclamation
No. 1081, have all along been the calculated doing of the US-Marcos
clique to fabricate grounds for a fascist dictatorship all over the country.

The basis for the “state of national emergency” becomes even more
flimsy and ludicrous when a textual examination is made of the “Re-
gional Program of Action 1972,” previously referred to variably by the
US-Marcos clique as the “Tarinsing Papers,” the “July-August Plan”
or “September-October Plan.” It is incorporated in Proclamation No.
1081; now it can be publicly checked and scrutinized. This “regional
program of action” is completely a piece of deception, a fabrication
pure and simple. It is supposed to be a regional program of action
and yet its scope is national and the name of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Philippines is spuriously tacked on it.
It was supposed to have been captured by Task Force “Saranay” in
Barrio Tarinsing, Cordon, Isabela on June 18, 1972 and it lists down a
number of specific bombing targets for September and October 1972
in the Manila-Rizal region. Despite the supposed advantage of be-
ing forewarned by several months, the reactionary armed forces did
not thwart the bombing of the listed targets or capture any bomber.
Then, consider how the “regional plan” is conceived, put into outline
and written according to outline. It is completely childish. To write
an instruction like “Create regional chaos and disorder....” is utterly
counterrevolutionary and outside of revolutionary thinking and style.
This is Marcosian gibberish, a sloppy attempt at forgery.

Before Proclamation No. 1081, there could not have been any “actu-
al state of war” in the Manila-Rizal region. On the very day that Marcos
was supposed to have signed this proclamation in utmost secrecy,
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people’s marches from several assembly points in the Manila-Rizal
region and a massive rally of several tens of thousands of people at
Plaza Miranda were peacefully conducted under the auspices of the
Movement of Concerned Citizens for Civil Liberties and with the partici-
pation of more than sixty democratic mass organizations. In the entire
stretch of the day, the factories, offices, schools and business shops
were in normal operation. Congress, the courts, various government
offices, the constitutional convention, the restaurants, coffee shops
and nightclubs were also in normal operation. The “actual state of war”
in the Manila-Rizal region was nothing more than the fantasy of the
madman Marcos, otherwise notoriously known as the mad bomber.

The wide-ranging “whereases” of Proclamation No. 1081 contradict
each other and serve mainly to show how much of a fumbling liar the
dictator Marcos is. He makes one claim that the strength of the New
People’s Army has rapidly increased, but also makes the opposite
claim that it has suffered a disastrously increasing number of casu-
alties and therefore, an increasing loss of arms, from year to year.
Besides, he deflates the number of military actions launched against
and the number of casualties inflicted on the reactionary armed forces
by the New People’s Army in the countryside. He makes one claim
that the number of regular Red fighters has increased from 560 as of
January 1, 1972 to 1,028 regular fighters as of July 31, 1972, but he
also makes the opposite claim that the New People’s Army got 3,500
M-14 rifles from the Karagatan during the month of July. Possession
of 3,500 M-14 rifles should mean a great deal more of regular troop
increase for the people’s army. He makes one claim that some 3,000
high school and college students have dropped out to join fighting
units of the New People’s Army, but makes the opposite claim that the
same people’s army has only 1,028 regular fighters and 1,500 combat
support. The truth is that at least 90 percent of the regular mobile and
guerrilla units of the people’s army are peasants; this makes Marcos’
claim regarding school dropouts an outright lie even as his own fig-
ures fail to tally with each other. Finally, it may be asked, why is it that
Marcos is terrified by what he claims is a little over 1,000 Red fighters
while at the same time he never fails to brag about the overbearing
strength of his military personnel of 65,0007 Has he not always been
prating that he is “on top of the situation”?

Although in its very first “whereas” it makes the attempt to show
that only the Communist Party is the “conspiracy” out to overthrow
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the present reactionary state, Proclamation No. 1081, together with
its corresponding general orders and letters of instruction, ends up
accusing a wide range of people of being in one and the same “con-
spiracy” that is supposed to be responsible for a “reign of terror” and
“wanton acts of destruction on life and property” in both the rural and
urban areas. The dictator Marcos arbitrarily changes the meaning of
terms. Obviously, he has already extended his dictatorial power into
the realm of the lexicon. Normally, conspiracy is defined as the act
of a handful of persons secretly plotting to commit a crime accord-
ing to a single plan. In the novel meaning now given by the dictator
to the term, it is supposed to be the open and mass activity of the
most diverse organizations and individuals acting “consciously” and
“unconsciously” to oppose such a real conspiracy as that one which
has brought about the present fascist dictatorship.

The US-Marcos dictatorship actually insists that the Communist
Party of the Philippines is in “conspiracy” with the Lava revisionist
renegades and crime syndicates. This is a vicious slander on the Party.
But the fascist dictatorship unwittingly exposes its hopeless isolation
by linking in word and deed the Communist Party of the Philippines
with the democratic mass organizations (of workers, peasants, youth
and others), the mass media, the Liberal Party, certain sections of the
Nacionalista Party, certain members of the constitutional convention,
the poor settlers, the national minorities and the Mindanao Independ-
ence Movement. It is utterly silly, however, for the fascist dictatorship
to accuse the Communist Party, together with these, of crimes against
the people. If that were the case, there would be no more need for the
“extraordinary measures” of the US-Marcos dictatorship, for it would
be us who would be isolated and not this despicable dictatorship.

Proclamation No. 1081 takes great stock in citing a decision of the
Supreme Court (on the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus last
year) stating that there has been a state of rebellion since several
decades ago and that the program of the Communist Party of the Phil-
ippines amounts to a declaration of war. On the basis of this citation,
the US-Marcos clique claims to have the right to declare martial law
under any condition and anytime it pleases. It further argues that it has
already resorted to the use of military task forces and subsequently
the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus but that it has failed each
time to suppress the armed revolutionary movement which has always
succeeded in becoming even stronger despite these measures. So, it

22



Overthrow the US-Marcos Dictatorship

concludes that it has to declare martial law. It further concludes that
it is entirely up to the president in his capacity as commander-in-chief
of the armed forces to make anything out of martial law since the term
“‘martial law” is supposedly not qualified in Article VII, Section 10,
Paragraph 2 of the reactionary constitution. Thus, the commander-in-
chief has finally decided to install himself as a fascist dictator under
the cover of an “unlimited form of martial law.”

The term “martial law” appears in the context of a constitutional
provision, which refers to certain other factors and elements and which
even refers to degrees and alternatives. It is not true that the term
is absolutely not qualified and that it can be interpreted by the presi-
dent in any way he wants. The term “place under martial law” implies
merely execution or implementation of a national policy determined
and declared by Congress. The provision carrying the term appears
in the context of the entire constitution which also carries Article VI,
Section 26. In times of war or other national emergency, itis Congress
that is vested with the authority to decide the national policy and that
authorizes by law the president, for a limited period of time and sub-
ject to such restrictions as it may prescribe, to promulgate rules and
regulations to carry out a declared national policy.

Notwithstanding the existence of a state of rebellion, the formal
declaration of martial law was never resorted to in the Philippines or
any part thereof in the time prior to the present by Marcos’ predeces-
sors and Marcos himself. Yet the reasons given now by Marcos for the
formal declaration of martial law have not only been in fact too blatantly
contrived but have also been extremely questionable even among the
reactionaries. The broad masses of the people easily see through the
legal pretenses of the dictator Marcos. These are extremely flimsy
embellishments on the new terrorist incidents plotted to bring about
a “state of national emergency,” the fabrication of which rests on the
US-Marcos dictatorship.

“New Society” Means Nothing But the Worsening of the Old Society

The US-Marcos dictatorship is not satisfied with pretending “to
save the republic” in attacking the national and democratic rights of
the sovereign people. It wants to remain in power for as long as it can
through sheer armed force by pretending “to form a new society.” The
“‘new society” means the perpetuation of the fascist dictatorship. It
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means nothing but the worsening of the old society. The old basic evils
that are US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism shall
continue to afflict semicolonial and semifeudal Philippines and shall
aggravate the political and economic crisis of the ruling system and
likewise the suffering of the broad masses of the people through the
unmitigated puppetry, bankruptcy, brutality, corruption and mendacity
of the Marcos fascist puppet dictatorship.

As confirmed by the statement of the US State Department soon
after Proclamation No. 1081, installing the fascist dictatorship in the
Philippines does not conflict with the interests of US imperialism. In
fact, US imperialism is confidently behind the Marcos puppet dictator-
ship at the moment. The direct conspirators in the setting up of the
fascist dictatorship have been the US “country team” (which includes
the US ambassador, the CIA chief of station, the AID director, the USIA
director and the JUSMAG chief) and the board of directors and other
top members of the American Chamber of Commerce of the Philip-
pines on the master side and the “internal security council” composed
of Marcos, Melchor, Enrile and Generals Espino and Ramos of the
general staff of the reactionary armed forces and a few others.

The US-Marcos dictatorship is the product of the vicious exploita-
tion and oppression of the Filipino people by US imperialism and its
local running dogs for the last seven decades. It is the result of the
rapid process of militarization and fascization directed by US impe-
rialism during the Marcos puppet regime to preserve and enlarge its
political and economic interests in the country. By trying to draw more
superprofits and make up for the losses that they have incurred else-
where in the world, the US imperialist masters of the Marcos puppet
gang have only exacerbated the suffering of the broad masses of the
people and have thereby engendered popular resistance and a strong
revolutionary mass movement. So powerful has the anti-imperialist and
antipuppet movement become that such a desperate measure as the
installment of a fascist dictatorship is resorted to. US imperialism has
always had the illusion that such fascist dictatorships as those of the
Thieu regime in south Vietnam, Lon Nol regime in Cambodia, Suharto
regime in Indonesia, Jiang regime in Taiwan and Pak Jung Hi regime
in south Korea are more reliable and stable tools of imperialist rule.

The US-Marcos dictatorship falls in with the “Nixon doctrine” that
the Philippines must be kept no matter at what cost as a stronghold of
counterrevolution in the determined bid of US imperialism to remain
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a “Pacific power.” From such an imperialist viewpoint, the most des-
picable measures must be taken in order to keep this archipelago in
the Pacific a vassal state. A fascist gang like that of Marcos would
just be too willing to implement these measures in exchange for an
indefinite tenure of power in order to pile up more loot for itself. The
fascist dictatorship is basically a desperate effort of US imperialism to
protect $2.0 billion US investments (in anticipation of the end of “par-
ity rights”) and to maintain the Philippines as a strategic post in Asia.

US imperialism is today extremely unsettled by the people’s outcry
for the confiscation of US-owned lands including the improvements
thereon (like buildings, factories, equipment and other installations)
and also for the immediate dismantling of US military bases which
occupy large tracts of public lands. Even in the realm of the legal
anti-imperialist struggle, US imperialism has lately suffered so many
big reverses that it has decided to resort to the use of extraordinary
measures with the use of the Marcos fascist gang. Just before Proc-
lamation No. 1081, it was very clear that the bombing incidents and
the corresponding “psywar” campaign were being staged by the
US-Marcos clique in order to distract public attention from the strong
legal grounds for demanding the immediate end of US imperialist domi-
nation. It dawned upon the US imperialists that even in the realm of
the legal anti-imperialist struggle they were being hopelessly isolated.
They had to hurry making use of the Marcos fascist gang which prated
about “fairness” and “justice” for them against the popular demands
for national emancipation.

The puppetry of the Marcos fascist gang is well proven. This gang
has adopted and implemented to the letter every “recommendation”
made by US imperialism through such direct agents as the components
of the US “country team” and such other agents as the International
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, US monopoly firms, Ford Foundation,
Rockefeller Foundation and the like. The dictates of US imperialism
have always become the basic policies and projects of the Marcos
fascist puppet regime. Some of the most notorious policies and pro-
jects are the “floating rate” or the unabated rapid devaluation of the
peso in relation to the US dollar; sham negotiations on the unequal
US-RP treaties to achieve mere “adjustments”; “national treatment,”
“joint ventures” and “incentives”—special privileges for US investments
(non-expropriation, investment insurance, unlimited dollar remittances,
tax exemptions, access to local credit sources, etc.); heavy foreign
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borrowings from US and “consortium” banks for nonproductive pro-
jects; increasing taxation to raise counterpart funds for foreign loans
and to support a military buildup; fascist training of the reactionary
troops and police; the five-year program for a “self-reliant defense
posture”; special privileges for US oil firms in oil exploration and in
price-hiking; the “car manufacturing” scheme; free trade zones; and
the reorganization plan of the Presidential Committee for the Survey
of Philippine Education (PCSPE) for the educational system.

Enjoying absolute powers vis-a-vis the Filipino people, the Marcos
fascist gang knows no bounds for its puppetry. It will throw the door
open wider for US imperialism and other imperialist powers, especially
Japanese militarism and Soviet social-imperialism. The substance of
old unequal treaties with the United States will stay either through
retention, minor revision or drafting of new ones. The Philippines
will continue to suffer violation of national sovereignty and territorial
integrity and will remain a victim of superprofit remittances by the
imperialist firms and banks. Because a civil war of a national scale
is now on hand and the US-Marcos dictatorship will subsequently re-
sort to the use of US aggressor troops, despite the hypocritical claim
of the “Nixon doctrine” about supplying war materiel rather than US
manpower, the colonial domination of the Philippines will become more
direct and conspicuous in the years to come unless other drastically
different conditions arise.

Because it has seized absolute power without so much pretense
about having the support of a broad range of political groups, the
US-Marcos dictatorship is exceptionally isolated at the moment and
has to rely completely on its fascist troops. This extreme reliance on
a parasitic and nonproductive military is bound to deepen the bank-
ruptcy of the reactionary government. The present number of military
personnel and equipment is not enough to maintain the fascist dicta-
torship for very long. Only from 32,000 to 34,500 men or only about
half of the present total of military personnel are combat effectives.
Therefore, it is expected that it will increase military expenditures in
order to increase the number of military personnel and equipment.
The official 1972-73 military budget of 1.2 billion has already been
superseded. Even at the present troop level, military expenditures have
already increased tremendously since the US-Marcos dictatorship
has started to bribe the military personnel, from the rank of private
first class upwards, with salary increases and allowances. The fascist
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dictatorship will certainly create more inflation through huge military
expenditures. It will also have to increase taxes and its foreign debts
by leaps and bounds.

To satisfy its greed and bloodthirst, the US-Marcos dictatorship will
become even more rabid in suppressing the democratic rights of the
people. The workers will not only be prevented from launching strikes
and maintaining their unions to raise their depressed real incomes and
to assure themselves of job security but they will also have to suffer
the unjust accusation that they are the cause of spiraling prices. The
peasant masses will continue to be subjected to the most brutal military
operations ostensibly against the armed revolutionaries and will be
forced to accept the dictates of the big landlord class of which fascist
puppet chieftain Marcos is the outstanding representative. The stu-
dents and their parents will be commanded to accept the rising cost of
education and cost of living; student movements will continue to be the
target of hysterical anticommunist propaganda, as in the case of trade
unions and peasant associations. Teachers and other professionals
will have to pay more taxes and will have to suffer more indignities in
the hands of the military overlords who dictate on them what opinion
to take on issues. Higher government taxes and special extortions
from the military will bedevil all businessmen that are not in the good
graces of the dictatorship. These are only some of the concrete evils
that will plague the country as a result of Proclamation No. 1081.

With absolute power in the hands of the US-Marcos dictatorship and
its military minions, unbridled corruption and brutality will go hand in
hand to exacerbate the people’s suffering. The dictator Marcos himself
has long set the example of enriching himself in office more than any
other puppet president and of exculpating his agents from the most
heinous crimes, including massacres of workers, peasants, students,
national minorities and even religious groups. With the suppression
of democratic rights, every person and every group is now under
blackmail by the fascist dictatorship and its agents. The dictatorship
has not only seized every major legal channel of communications and
suppressed democratic organizations but it has even outlawed the
ordinary conversations of people regarding the present situation and
has branded these as “rumormongering.”

At present, the US-Marcos dictatorship and its military minions
can simply accuse anyone of being a “subversive,” “conspirator” or
‘rumormonger” and extort anything from him at gunpoint. Through
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sheer coercion, the dictator Marcos will be able to acquire more
stockholdings and landholdings. At every level of the reactionary
government, his fascist minions will continue to do their own grabbing
with more impunity. In the streets, the fascist troops will exact tribute
more than in the past to the great annoyance of the local police whose
most crooked members exact much less. In the campaign to seek out
those who oppose the dictatorship, the most brutal measures will be
taken such as those which long made the US-Marcos clique notori-
ous. Kidnapping, torture, murder, arson and massacre have long been
the political style of the Marcos fascist puppet gang. These can be
committed by the fascist troops with more impunity, in both cities and
countryside under Proclamation No. 1081.

The propaganda of the US-Marcos dictatorship keeps on harping
about the sudden “peace and order” and “elimination of crime” as a
result of Proclamation No. 1081. The truth is that fascist dictatorship
is the biggest crime and cause of disorder. In the present “new soci-
ety,” people are massacred or arrested and detained indefinitely on
false charges and manufactured evidence. There is no more safety in
one’s own home. Anytime, the fascist troops can barge in anywhere
to dispose of persons and property in any manner they wish for their
criminal ends. These minions of the dictatorship, together with their
criminal associates (gangsters, informers, BSDUs and “Monkees”) ar-
rogantly engage in extortion, robbery, torture, rape and other vicious
crimes. And these do not get into the police blotter, simply because
the victims do not want to become the accused before their abusers.
By official record, there appears to be “peace and order” and “elimi-
nation of crime.” But crime and disorder, products of an exploitative
and oppressive society, do not cease to exist just because the fascist-
controlled mass media do not wish to report them.

Despite all attempts of the US-Marcos dictatorship to suppress the
truth, the facts of fascist abuse are so widespread and so blatant. The
fascist dictatorship will become even more hopelessly isolated by the
stench of its lies. The broad masses of the people will only be further
angered by mendacious propaganda prettifying the fascist dictatorship
as having eliminated crime, lowered the prices of basic commodities,
busted graft and corruption and rid the country of filth and pollution,
whereas the contrary is the truth.

Deceptions even among a few people do not last long. The “new
society” of the US-Marcos dictatorship is nothing but a phrase that
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will go the way of all previous slogans of deception spewed out by
the US-Marcos clique. So long as the basic sources of evil in Philip-
pine society are not eliminated, the manifestations of evil will always
crop up. Marcos is nothing but the general representative of the big
bourgeoisie and the big landlord class. What makes him even more
distinctively so is that he has chosen to become a fascist dictator, a
vicious running dog of US imperialism, under conditions when the
political and economic crisis of the ruling system is getting more and
more acute everyday. In the “new society,” the basic sources of evil
that are US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism will
persist but will increasingly be under powerful assaults by the broad
masses of the people. With a target as easy to hit as the US-Marcos
dictatorship, the Filipino people will rapidly become aware of their
revolutionary strength, use it to destroy their enemies one by one and
aim for a new Philippines that is genuinely and completely independ-
ent, democratic, united, just and prosperous.

Tasks of the Communist Party of the Philippines in the New Situation

The setting up of the US-Marcos dictatorship through the declara-
tion of an “unlimited form of martial law” and under the fascist principle
that “all power can be given to the military” has brought about a new
situation. Through the crude employment of armed coercion, dictator
Marcos as commander-in-chief has arrogated unto himself and con-
centrated in his hands all executive, legislative and judicial powers.
All of these powers are used not only against the Communist Party of
the Philippines and the New People’s Army but also against the broad
masses of the people and all opposition to the perpetuation of a fascist
dictatorship. Upon the setting up of this fascist dictatorship, the objec-
tive conditions for a civil war of a national scale have arisen. The entire
Filipino people vehemently condemn the US-Marcos dictatorship as
anti-national, antirepublican, antidemocratic and decadent and are
more determined than ever before to struggle for national democracy
and, therefore, for a genuine republic that belongs to them.

It has long been pointed out and stressed to the US-Marcos clique
that people’s war is the answer to martial law. Now that martial law
is here, large masses of revolutionary militants and allied leaders of
various forces all over the country have gone underground or have
gone to the countryside from cities and towns and are resolutely taking
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every possible and necessary step to overthrow the US-Marcos dicta-
torship. Many times more than the previous suspension of the writ of
habeas corpus, the setting up of the fascist dictatorship has increased
the number of men and women eager and ready to do their share of
fighting in the battlefield. With every national and democratic right sup-
pressed, the broad masses of the people have more deeply realized
the need to support or participate in people’s war. The revolutionary
stand of the Communist Party of the Philippines that armed struggle is
the principal form of struggle at the present national democratic stage
of the Philippine revolution has never before been clearer than now.

In the new situation, three things stand out. First, the Communist
Party of the Philippines is the most prepared to lead the revolutionary
struggle that calls for the armed overthrow of the fascist government.
Second, the Party has the strongest and most experienced revolution-
ary army, the New People’s Army. Third, the ranks of the revolutionary
movement have greatly expanded and fighting cadres as well as allies
are all over the archipelago determined to conduct people’s war. These
things would not have stood out as clearly as now were it not for the
fascist viciousness of the US-Marcos dictatorship.

The Communist Party of the Philippines is the party most prepared
to lead the revolutionary struggle because it is the most prepared to
do so ideologically, politically and organizationally. By virtue of its ad-
herence to and practice of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought,
it can be relied upon to fight steadfastly in a protracted people’s war
and to deal with the problems of the Philippine revolution in the most
comprehensive and correct manner. By virtue of its revolutionary poli-
tics, it can be relied upon to serve the toiling masses of workers and
peasants, respect the legitimate interests of the petty bourgeoisie and
national bourgeoisie and mobilize the biggest mass force to overthrow
the tyrannical regime. By virtue of its organizational strength, it has
emerged practically unscathed from the vicious blows so far made by
the enemy under Proclamation No. 1081.

In so many years, the Communist Party of the Philippines and the
New People’s Army have been the target of all kinds of enemy opera-
tions and task forces and yet they have not only managed to preserve
themselves and destroy the enemy part by part but have become even
stronger through revolutionary struggle. To ensure the growth and
development of people’s war as a mass undertaking, the Party has
indefatigably created Party branches and groups, organs of political
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power, mass organizations, people’s organizing committees and vari-
ous forms of fighting units such as the militia, the local guerrilla and
the regular mobile (or several guerrilla units concentrated at appropri-
ate times for big operations or a campaign of several battles). In the
countryside, the Party is at the core of the New People’s Army and is
also in the localities and has gained wide support from the peasant
masses and inhabitants of towns, provincial capitals and small cities.
In the cities, the Party has carefully developed an underground for the
worst of emergencies and has at the same time developed unbreakable
links with the workers, the urban petty bourgeois and others.

While we consider the present situation far more favorable to the
revolutionary movement than ever before, we should not relax in the
false belief that the objective conditions are enough to carry us for-
ward. We have to build up the revolutionary forces courageously, not
only by waging the principal form of struggle which is armed struggle
in the countryside but also by employing effective underground meth-
ods in the cities and towns and by using every possible means, legal
and otherwise, to facilitate coordination of efforts, propaganda work,
intelligence and internal communications as well as communications
with allies throughout the archipelago. We should avoid rashness in
our actions because the fascist dictatorship carries with it the license
to do the worst possible harm against the Party, people’s army and
the people. We should advance carefully and steadily.

The Communist Party of the Philippines is determined to join hands
with all those who are opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship. All
those who are interested in achieving national freedom and democracy
are welcome in joining with the Party in a broad national democratic
front. Those who may participate in this united front are the democratic
classes and strata, parties, groups and individuals. Independence and
initiative are enjoyed by participants in this united front. But the single
common objective of all is to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship
and institute a truly national and democratic regime. The success of
the national democratic front can pave the way for a national coali-
tion government where the working class, peasantry, urban petty
bourgeoisie and the national bourgeoisie are fairly and justly repre-
sented. The Party’s Program for a People’s Democratic Revolution
and also the ten-point guide drafted by the Party in connection with
drawing up the program of the National Democratic Front should be
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referred to as guide for forming a national alliance or local alliances
of revolutionary forces.

In addition, we hereby pledge to ourselves, to all our allies and
to all our countrymen in the context of our program for a people’s
democratic revolution:

1. To join up with all forces that are opposed to the fascist dictator-
ship of the US-Marcos clique and conduct a firm revolutionary struggle
to overthrow it;

2. To strengthen the New People’s Army, boldly organize guerrilla
units all over the archipelago and draw all possible cooperation from
everyone opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship;

3. To help reestablish the democratic rights of all antifascist forces
including individuals, political parties, trade unions, mass organiza-
tions, mass media, religious organizations and all other people, and
to take all steps towards a democratic coalition government;

4. To fight for the nullification of all acts of the fascist dictatorship
that favor US imperialism and the Marcos fascist clique, and to make
possible the abrogation of all unequal treaties and agreements with
the United States, especially those pertaining to direct investments,
military bases, military assistance, military aggression and cultural
aggression;

5. To pave the way for the arrest, trial before a people’s court and
punishment of the dictator Marcos and his diehard accomplices for the
setting up of a fascist dictatorship, bloody crimes against the people
and enrichment in office, and make possible the confiscation of all
ill-gotten wealth (capital holdings and landholdings) of the Marcos
fascist clique and likewise those of all US imperialist firms and agen-
cies collaborating with it; and

6. To welcome to the revolutionary ranks those officers and men
of the reactionary armed forces who turn at any time against the
US-Marcos dictatorship, provided they are not a mere faction of the
military directed by US imperialism to groom another puppet dictator.

Hereunder are a number of guidelines for developing or dealing with
the various forces opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship:

1. The Party should vigorously fulfil its 1972 organizational and edu-
cational plan. Despite what appears to be the tightening of the situation
due to the US-Marcos dictatorship, the fact is that the entire country
has been made far more fertile than before for revolutionary seeding
and growth. There is a great need for cadres and their nationwide

32



Overthrow the US-Marcos Dictatorship

deployment. So, the Central Committee is seeing to it that cadres are
dispatched from certain regions to other regions. The correct relation-
ship between expansion and consolidation and between the number
of cadres in urban areas and that in the rural areas must be settled
from time to time by regional Party committees in their respective
territories. They must take more initiative in building the Party, the
New People’s Army and the united front. Stress must be laid on mass
work. The gauge of achievement is the quantity and quality of Party
branches and groups, fighting units of the New People’s Army, organs
of political power, people’s organizing committees and mass organiza-
tions of workers, peasants, youth, women and cultural activists. Due to
the emergence of the US-Marcos dictatorship, special attention must
be paid to improving underground methods, especially in cities and
towns, and in maintaining links over extensive areas.

2. The Party should assign more cadres of worker as well as petty-
bourgeois background to the New People’s Army. Those who can no
longer conduct legal work or underground work in cities and towns
should be dispatched to the people’s army as the Party’s principal form
of organization and should be built as such. Party branches should be
established at the company or platoon level as the case may be and
Party groups at the squad level and, in addition, Party branches should
be established in localities. The main objective of the fascist dictator-
ship in the countryside today is the suppression of the Party, the New
People’s Army and the revolutionary masses. We should be good at
preserving ourselves by destroying the enemy (fascist troops, spies,
local tyrants and bad elements) on the wider scale of the countryside.
The New People’s Army is based mainly on the peasant masses, the
majority class in Philippine society. Special attention should there-
fore be paid to realizing a genuine land reform program among them.
Nothing will ever come out of the decree of the US-Marcos dictator-
ship proclaiming the implementation of the reactionary “land reform
code” all over the country, except intensified feudal and semifeudal
exploitation and oppression and, therefore, intensified resistance by
the peasant masses. Whenever possible, land should be distributed
free to the tillers who do not own land or who do not have enough.
The nonpayment of land rent and other related measures can easily
be effected when the peasant masses have been sufficiently aroused,
organized and mobilized on a wide scale. This also the best way of
creating stable base areas. Wherever the guerrilla units of the New
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People’s Army are, the least that should be done for the welfare of the
peasant masses is to reduce land rent, eliminate usury and initiate
mutual aid and exchange of labor. Peasant associations, with poor
and lower middle peasants prevailing, should be established. Local
militia units and guerrilla units should also be raised from the peasant
ranks so as to defend their democratic gains. From the ranks of the
guerrilla units, we draw the Red fighters for the regular mobile forces
of the New People’s Army.

3. The Party should continue to build revolutionary trade unions and
other suitable organizations (including open associations and secret
workers’ organizing committees) among the workers in workplaces
and communities, despite the fascist ban on mass organizations and
strikes. However, care must always be taken to prevent the enemy
from identifying Party cadres. The more the fascist dictatorship madly
goes after all kinds of workers’ organizations, the more it will aggravate
its already isolated position. The longer the workers’ rights are sup-
pressed, the more will the workers become fearless of the US-Marcos
dictatorship. Their wages are buying less and less. They are also
under greater threat of unemployment. The fascist dictatorship is mad
enough to prevent the workers indefinitely from demanding through
their unions and through strikes better working and living conditions.
The violent suppression of workers’ unions and strikes can only yield
more determined fighters for the revolutionary cause, provided the
Party does well its duty of arousing and mobilizing the workers. The
Party should organize the workers in factories, mines, haciendas and
other areas and raise their political consciousness in the light of the
current political and economic crisis. Workers are quick in grasping
the Marxist-Leninist ideology, provided this is properly communicated
to them by Party cadres. The Party should accelerate its efforts to
build Party branches in the workers’ places of work and communities.
Trade union work should always be combined with ideological and
political work.

4. The Party should vigorously arouse, organize and mobilize the
student masses against the US-Marcos dictatorship. Although the
democratic cultural revolution has already brought out a high degree
of militancy among them, the student masses should be further guided
by the Party in the new situation so that they can link up with the broad
masses of the people and deliver the most effective blows against
the fascist dictatorship. If it were not for the fear of the US-Marcos
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dictatorship of the student masses, the schools should not have been
closed on the Monday following Proclamation No. 1081. But the clo-
sure of schools for sometime cannot stop the student masses from
recognizing what is wrong and acting against it. The longer the schools
are closed, the more ready are the student masses for mass actions.
First, the probing mass actions and other propaganda activities; then
increasingly bigger mass actions. Various forms of open student
organizations and underground coordinating committees can be set
up to defy the fascist ban on basic democratic rights. In the case of
quite a number of student leaders and other youth leaders, who are
blacklisted and who will only be immobilized upon arrest, it is the
Party’s policy to dispatch them to the countryside or the underground,
so long as they are already Party members or are willing to become
Red fighters even if they are not yet Party members or even candidate-
members. Party groups which are in the midst of the student masses
should systematically deploy groups of students to various provinces
and towns to condemn the fascist dictatorship and arouse the people.

5. The Party should encourage not only the student masses but
also all other sections of the intelligentsia to assert their national and
democratic rights and speak out their views against the US-Marcos
dictatorship. It is anti-national to allow foreign-owned mass media
like those owned by the Sorianos to make propaganda in support of
the US-Marcos dictatorship and at the same time prevent the Filipino
people from speaking out their minds. It is antidemocratic to have only
those reports and views supporting a fascist dictatorship disseminated.
Teachers at all levels should be persuaded to propagate the national
and democratic line among their co-teachers, students and the people
and not to make anticommunist propaganda which would only serve
to prolong the life of fascist dictatorship in the country. Special efforts
should be exerted to get the active support of public school teach-
ers. All government civilian employees should resist attempts of the
US-Marcos dictatorship to shift public funds to the military from their
departments, disregard their civil service eligibilities or turn over their
functions to military personnel. Like the teachers and ordinary govern-
ment civilian employees, all professionals (doctors, nurses, engineers,
journalists, lawyers and others) should be won over to the antifascist
united front. If positive and progressive, their political influence on
many other people is of great value to the revolution. Their direct
services and material contribution to the revolution are much needed.
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The most progressive elements in the ranks of the intelligentsia can
become Party members.

6. The Party should, aside from the intelligentsia, win over other
sections of the petty bourgeoisie. In many various ways, they can
extend practical support to the revolutionary cause. They can help
spread the correct political line against the US-Marcos dictatorship and
they can also extend material support to the revolutionary movement.
They are hard pressed by the political and economic crisis worsening
under the fascist dictatorship. The Party should consider the entire
petty bourgeoisie as a basic motive force in the national democratic
revolution and win it over in order to tilt the balance securely in favor
of the revolutionary side.

7. The Party should win over members of the national bourgeoisie,
in the cities and in the countryside, to give political and material sup-
port to the revolutionary movement. Since they themselves cannot
be expected to bear arms against the enemy, they can extend to the
revolutionary movement support in cash or kind or allow use of their
facilities. The Party should protect their legitimate interests against
the wanton assaults of US imperialism and the puppet dictatorship.
The national bourgeoisie can join the anti-imperialist and antifascist
united front and it will be amply represented in the national coalition
government to be set up in the future.

8. The Party should support the struggle for self-determination
or autonomy and also for democracy among the national minorities,
especially those of Mindanao who have taken up arms. The armed
struggle of the Maguindanaos, Maranaos, Tausugs and others is
very significant. Efforts should be exerted in developing revolution-
ary forces in various parts of Mindanao, especially those outside of
the “Muslim” areas; and unity between the national minorities and the
poor settlers everywhere should be aimed for in accordance with the
general line of the national democratic revolution. The armed struggle
in Mindanao can be so coordinated with the revolutionary armed strug-
gle in Luzon and the Visayas that the US-Marcos dictatorship would
become exhausted from running to and fro, from far south to far north
of the archipelago and vice versa. It should be the general policy of
the Party all over the country to welcome all national minorities into
the ranks of the revolutionary movement and to develop Party cadres
and Red fighters among them.
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9. The Party should seek and develop an antifascist united front at
every possible level with the Liberal Party, with certain sections of the
Nacionalista Party and various political groups and figures who are
opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship. The attempt of the Marcos
fascist puppet clique to monopolize power in the country has seriously
harmed or put a serious threat to the interests of other reactionaries.
The violent split developing among the reactionaries has been obvious
since the emergence of the “private armies” and especially since the
second Plaza Miranda massacre. Although the US-Marcos dictator-
ship will try to create the myth of “bipartisan” support for the “Marcos
party,” the political and economic contradictions among the reactionar-
ies cannot be erased. There are various ways of cooperating with other
political groups and figures. Since the US-Marcos dictatorship is bent
on disarming them at any cost, they might as well contribute or merely
lend their arms to the New People’s Army. They can also advise their
following to cooperate with the people’s army and they can give other
kinds of material support. In return, such legitimate interests of theirs
as those which do not harm the people can be protected. In cases
where there are already armed groups fighting or determined to fight
the fascist dictatorship, the New People’s Army should be willing to
reorganize them or integrate them into its ranks or simply coordinate
with them as the case may be.

10. The Party should seek and develop an anti-imperialist and an-
tifascist united front with religious and semireligious groups that are
opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship. It is noteworthy that there
are a considerable number of patriotic and progressive priests and
ministers who have merited being in the fascist blacklist. It must be
always borne in mind that there are religious people who do not agree
with the Party’s ideology but who readily and completely agree with
the Party’s political program and line.

11. The Party should draw all possible support from Filipinos abroad,
especially the half a million Filipino immigrant workers, professionals
and students in the United States. Together with their American and
other foreign friends, they can form committees and associations,
engage in mass actions and raise funds for their own propaganda
activities all in support of the revolutionary struggle of the Filipino
people against the US-Marcos dictatorship. Eventually, they will be
able to channel their material support to the revolutionary forces in
the Philippines. Revolutionary friends of the Filipino people all over
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the world should also be encouraged to initiate committees and as-
sociations in support of the Filipino revolutionary struggle. The Filipino
people should get all possible international support in the same spirit
and manner as other peoples have done for their own revolutionary
struggles. The peoples of the world are profoundly interested in the
victory of the Philippine revolution against US imperialism and its
running dogs. The Party should be guided by the lofty principle of
proletarian internationalism in this regard.

12. The Party should perseveringly conduct by various means revo-
lutionary propaganda among the officers and troops of the reactionary
armed forces. Quite a number of them are opposed to the US-Marcos
dictatorship. As a matter of fact, there are three definite trends in the
reactionary armed forces: the first one consists of those who support
the US-Marcos dictatorship and who are gloating at the chance to
abuse the people; the second one consists of those who oppose the
Marcos fascist gang but who wish to have it replaced by coup d’etat
with another reactionary regime which they consider “democratic”; and
the third one consists of those who oppose the US-Marcos dictatorship
and who agree with the principles of the Corpus-Tagamolila Movement.
The second trend can be subdivided into two: one is biding its time
for the near-collapse of the Marcos fascist clique and will move only
with assurances from US imperialism; the other has various notions
of anti-imperialism. Enemy officers and troops who are opposed to
the US-Marcos dictatorship should be encouraged to take the peo-
ple’s side and take the anti-imperialist, antifeudal and antifascist line.
They can bring over their arms and join the New People’'s Army or
temporarily establish and lead guerrilla units until such time that they
can establish relations with the people’s army. The Party should also
see to it that the policy of leniency is taken on captive enemy officers
and men in order to disintegrate the reactionary armed forces. As
the US-Marcos dictatorship conscripts more troops and the people’s
suffering becomes even more unbearable, there will be more enemy
officers and men who will recognize what is right and what is wrong
and will gladly turn their arms against the people’s exploiters and op-
pressors.

The Communist Party of the Philippines, together with the New
People’s Army which it leads, declares that conditions for revolution-
ary armed struggle in the countryside have been tremendously en-
hanced by the emergence of the US-Marcos dictatorship. Whereas
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before Proclamation No. 1081 only certain limited parts of the country
were battlefields, these can now be boldly expanded throughout the
archipelago. Furthermore, whereas before this proclamation it was
not yet timely to launch certain limited forms of military operations
in urban areas, these can now be done with due consideration given
to the strategic line that the revolutionary forces will seize the cities
from rural base areas.

The broad masses of the people know how to deal with a mad bull
like the US-Marcos dictatorship and they are determined to encircle
it with the flames of people’s war. The day will surely come when the
US-Marcos dictatorship is turned into ashes and is finally consigned
to the garbage heap of history. By that time, the comprehensive revo-
lutionary movement against US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat
capitalism shall have become a gigantic force capable of carrying the
Philippine revolution through to the end.

* K K
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Guide for Establishing the People’s
Democratic Government’

October 1972

PARTI
GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Article 1. The People’s Democratic Government is led by the
proletariat and is based on the toiling masses of the proletariat and
the peasantry. It has at the same time a united front character, with
all democratic classes, including the petty bourgeoisie, the national
bourgeoisie and others, supporting it and participating in it.

Article 2. The People’s Democratic Government shall adopt all poli-
cies and carry out all measures which are necessary to bring victory
to the people’s democratic revolution against US imperialism, feudal-
ism and bureaucrat capitalism. These policies and measures shall
cover the political, economic, military, cultural and all other spheres
of popular activity and shall pave the way for the establishment of a
people’s democratic republic embracing the entire country.

Article 3. The system of the People’s Democratic Government shall
be based on the principle of democratic centralism. Individuals are
subordinate to the government and general welfare; the minority is
subordinate to the majority; the lower level is subordinate to the higher
level of government. Functionaries of the government shall either be
elected by popular vote or be appointed according to law.

PART II
THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

Chapter |
The Central People’s Government

Article 1. The National People’s Congress shall be the highest
governmental organ of the People’s Democratic Government. It shall

" Issued by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Philip-
pines in October 1972.
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formulate and issue the necessary proclamation and laws to govern
and shall delegate its authority to the Supreme People’s Council which
it shall elect.

Article 2. The National People’s Congress shall be composed of
delegates elected by the conference of the provincial people’s gov-
ernments and other leading representatives of democratic classes,
parties and groups that may be recommended by the National Demo-
cratic Front and approved by the delegates of the provincial people’s
government.

Article 3. The National People’s Congress shall be called as soon
as possible after the liberation of a considerable part of the country
or after the nationwide victory of the revolution.

Article 4. The National People’s Congress or the Supreme People’s
Council shall create the necessary central organs and ministries of
the People’s Democratic Government.

Article 5. The National Democratic Front shall make recommenda-
tions regarding the reorganization and retention of personnel under
the People’s Democratic Government.

Chapter Il
The Local Organs of Government

Article 1. The basic unit of the People’s Democratic Government
shall be the barrio people’s government. The highest authority at this
level shall belong to the general meeting of the barrio people called
either to elect the barrio revolutionary committee or the organizing
committee or to discuss policies and projects undertaken by either
committee.

Article 2. Between the general meetings of the barrio people, the
highest governmental authority in a barrio in a stable base area shall
be the barrio revolutionary committee or in a guerrilla zone, the barrio
organizing committee. Either committee shall elect its officials from
its own ranks. A barrio organizing committee shall cease to exist
whenever a barrio revolutionary committee shall have been elected.

Article 3. The barrio revolutionary committee shall take general
charge of all organizational, educational, economic, defense, cultural
and health work in a barrio; implement land reform program; organize
the people’s militia; participate in the work of the people’s court; collect
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taxes and voluntary contributions; and give all possible support to the
revolutionary cause.

Article 4. Five subcommittees on organization, education, economy,
defense and health shall definitely be established under the barrio
revolutionary committee and as much as possible under the barrio
organizing committee.

a. The subcommittee on organization shall take charge of creat-
ing and coordinating the mass organizations like those of peasants,
workers, fishermen, merchants, youth, women, teachers, children and
cultural activists.

b. The subcommittee on education shall take charge of develop-
ing revolutionary class consciousness, administering the schools
(elementary schools and mass schoolings) and promoting various
types of cultural activities.

c. The subcommittee on the economy shall take charge of the imple-
mentation of land reform, production and cooperation; and collection
of taxes and voluntary contributions for the support of the People’s
Democratic Government and the New People’s Army.

d. The subcommittee on defense shall take charge of organizing
the barrio people’s militia, keeping internal public order and security,
and combating the people’s enemies in coordination with the New
People’s Army.

e. The subcommittee on health shall take charge of public hygiene,
local medical work and transport of the sick and wounded to medical
stations or clinics.

Article 5. Above the barrio people’s government shall be the mu-
nicipal, district and provincial levels of local government. People’s
conferences shall be held at these higher levels of local government
to determine policies and plans, enact rules and regulations of local
application, examine reports of the various governmental organs and
elect people’s councils after deciding on the appropriate number of
council members.

Article 6. Delegates to the municipal people’s conference shall
include officials of the barrio revolutionary committee and the barrio
organizing committees. Delegates to the district people’s conference
shall include the chairman and vice-chairmen of the people’s municipal
councils. Delegates to the provincial people’s conference shall include
the entire or main part of the people’s district councils.
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The number of delegates as well as the time for a conference shall
be decided by the people’s council immediately responsible for such
conference. These shall be subject to the approval of a higher people’s
council, except in the case of provincial people’s conference before
which the provincial people’s council shall seek the approval of the
Central People’s Government or its current and effective equivalent.

Article 7. The people’s council shall be responsible for governmental
leadership and shall be the executive organ in its defined territory.
Every people’s council shall elect among its members a chairman and
five vice chairmen responsible for mass organizations, education,
economy, defense and health. Plenary council meetings shall be held
as often as necessary. However the chairman and the vice-chairmen
shall compose themselves into a standing committee of the people’s
council and administer affairs on a collective basis and in accordance
with decisions of the plenary council meetings.

Article 8. The term of office of the barrio revolutionary committees
or barrio organizing committees and people’s councils at every level
shall normally be four years, unless a higher people’s council or con-
ference decides otherwise or the people make a petition that results
in the dissolution and replacement of a council or committee. A com-
mittee or council may make appointments whenever vacancies arise
in its ranks. These appointments shall be subject to the approval of a
higher committee or council.

Article 9. National minorities shall be entitled to autonomy in
provinces, districts, municipalities or barrios where they are in the
majority. Autonomous governments shall be adapted to the wishes of
the majority of the people of the nationality or nationalities but shall
conform basically to the system of government herein presented. In
areas where they are in the minority, the national minorities shall be
entitled to proportionate representation in conferences and councils,
with no prejudice to their representatives assuming positions higher
than those held by others.

Article 10. All local organs of government, from the barrio to the
provincial level, shall be established under the guidance of a higher
political authority that has prior existence and with due regard to the
need for maintaining the united front.
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Chapter lll
The People’s Court

Article 1. The Central People’s Democratic Government shall cre-
ate the Supreme People’s Court as the highest judicial authority. The
People’s Democratic Government may also create special courts as
may be required by special circumstances.

Article 2. The provincial, district, municipal and barrio people’s
governments shall create people’s courts at their respective levels.
In minor and simple cases, there shall be a panel of at least three
judges. In major and complex cases especially those involving the
death penalty, there shall be a panel of at least nine judges.

Article 3. The people’s court shall require specification of charges
and sufficient investigation of the case prior to trial and shall always
inquire into the side of the complainant as well as the accused. The
opposite sides of any case shall be given ample hearing and shall
be entitled to counsel as well as the presentation of withesses and
evidence.

Article 4. Trials shall ordinarily be held in public, with anyone from
the ranks of the people free to stand up and give his opinion on the
case. Whenever necessary, the people’s court shall seek the assis-
tance of any pertinent organ of the People’s Democratic Government
in order to shed light on the issue at bar.

Article 5. Decision on every case shall be arrived at through the
process of voting among the judges. Each judge shall explain his
vote to his colleagues. Ordinarily, a case may be decided by a simple
majority of votes. However, a clear two-thirds majority shall be neces-
sary in decisions meting out the death penalty. All decisions shall be
announced and explained through the presiding judge.

Article 6. The decision of a lower people’s court shall be appealable
to a higher people’s court. However, a people’s court may accept a
motion for reconsideration of its own decision. Cases involving the
death penalty shall be automatically on appeal to the highest political
or judicial authority in a region and if possible shall be automatically
referred to the Supreme People’s Court or its current and effective
equivalent.
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PART Il
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS

Article 1. All citizens are equal before the law and are therefore
entitled to equal rights.

Article 2. Citizens who have reached the age of eighteen have the
right to vote and stand for election irrespective of sex, race, nationality,
occupation, social origin, property status, education, religious belief,
or length of residence. Only insane persons and persons declared by
law as enemies of the people shall be excluded from this right.

Article 3. Citizens have the right to exercise the freedom of speech,
freedom of association and assembly in order to advance the revolu-
tionary cause of the toiling masses. The facilities necessary for the
enjoyment of these freedoms shall be made available to citizens.

Article 4. Citizens have the right to enjoy the freedom of conscience
and religious worship.

Article 5. Freedom of the person of citizens is inviolable. No citizen
may be arrested without sufficient legal basis.

Article 6. The homes of citizens are inviolable and privacy of cor-
respondence is protected by law. Citizens are entitled to the freedom
of domicile and the freedom to change residence.

Article 7. Citizens have the right to work, to enjoy better working
and living conditions, to have personal property and to keep, use or
invest personal savings according to law. They also have the right
to rest and leisure and the benefit of common welfare funds, social
insurance, retirement pension and the like that shall materialize under
the People’s Democratic Government. The agrarian revolution and the
nationalization of the economy are undertaken to change the rela-
tions of production and liberate the productive forces of the country
and guarantee to the people the enjoyment of the fruits of economic
progress.

Article 8. The right to free public education is guaranteed. Schools
and other cultural institutions shall be maintained and expanded to
undertake the physical and mental development of the people, espe-
cially the youth.

Article 9. The freedom of citizens to engage in scientific research,
technological invention, literary and artistic creation and other cultural
pursuits is safeguarded and promoted, with the end in view of develop-
ing a national, scientific and mass culture.
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Article 10. Women have equal rights with men in all spheres of
political, economic, cultural, social and domestic life. Marriage, the
family and the mother and child are protected by law.

Article 11. Citizens have the right to bring complaints against any
person in authority for transgression of law or neglect of duty. Anyone
suffering damage or loss of anything due to infringement by persons
in authority of his rights as a citizen has the right to compensation or
indemnification.

Article 12. Citizens must abide by this Guide and all laws emanating
from it. They must uphold discipline at work, keep public order and
respect the rights of others.

Article 13. Public property is sacred and inviolable. It is the duty
of every citizen to respect the property of the People’s Democratic
Government.

Article 14. It is the duty of citizens to pay taxes on the basis of their
ability to pay and in accordance with the law.

Article 15. It is the sacred duty of every citizen to render military
service according to law and make every possible contribution to the
defense of the people against foreign aggressors and local oppressors.

PART IV
FLAG, EMBLEM AND CAPITAL

Article 1. The national flag of the People’s Democratic Government
is a red flag with three great stars in gold to signify Luzon, the Visayas
and Mindanao.

Article 2. The national emblem is similar to the national flag.

Article 3. The capital of the People’s Democratic Government shall
be decided according to circumstances.

L O G ¢
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Dictator Marcos Uses Con-Con
to Remain in Power after 1973

First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, October 12, 1972.

The fascist dictator Marcos will remain in Malacafiang even after
1973, when he shall have completed eight years of the most brutal
and most corrupt puppet rule ever experienced by the Filipino people.
There will definitely be no presidential elections in November 1973.
But sometime next year there will be a bogus plebiscite which will
certainly result in the bogus ratification of the bogus constitution now
being hurriedly drafted by the Marcos-dominated constitutional con-
vention. The US-Marcos dictatorship is interested in using this bogus
constitution as the fig leaf for both its usurpation and perpetuation of
absolute power by naked armed force against the people’s will.

As has been fixed up under conditions of martial rule, the bogus
constitution provides for the incumbent president to remain in office
from December 30, 1973 to June 30, 1976 and for him to act during
the same period as president of the “transition government” or “provi-
sional government.” Under the fascist dictatorship, the assembly will
be composed exclusively of Marcos-leaning delegates in the consti-
tutional convention and Marcos-leaning members of Congress. It will
certainly exclude all those who are opposed to the Marcos fascist
gang who have come either under camp detention, under house ar-
rest or under such threats as detention, assassination, vilification and
arbitrary dispossession.

The bogus constitution allows the fascist dictator to enjoy vast pow-
ers, including the continued operation of martial rule on the basis of
his personal judgment. Thus, he will still be able to perpetuate himself
in power from 1973 onwards by armed force. He will simply maintain
martial rule on the flimsiest grounds and continuously suppress every
kind of legal opposition. All members of the ad interim national as-
sembly will continue to be under the duress of martial rule as well as
subject to cajolery and manipulation by the fascist dictator, who will
dangle to so many members of the ad interim national assembly so few
a number of seats at stake in the May 1976 parliamentary elections.
It is certain that he will have himself made the prime minister in 1976.
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However, the fascist dictatorship will never succeed to deceive the
people with the bogus constitution. The people know that this scrap
of paper is nothing but the dictatorship. They know that as a result of
fascist rule the reactionary constitutional convention has become more
than ever a farce, a mere puppet show serving the extremely narrow
and selfish interests of the US-Marcos dictatorship. Since the issuance
of Proclamation No. 1081, all delegates opposed to the anti-national
and antidemocratic dictates of the US-Marcos clique have been purged
out of the reactionary constitutional convention and have been either
put under camp detention, under house arrest or under such threats
as detention, assassination, vilification and arbitrary dispossession.
In line with its evil purposes, the fascist dictatorship has completely
deprived all delegates of the reactionary constitutional convention of
their supposed right to parliamentary immunity.

The “plebiscite” slated for next year will be one more big swindling
act of the US-Marcos dictatorship. The formulation of questions to
be answered by yes or no will be made in a manner as to favor the
fascist dictatorship. Then, no matter which way the voting will go, the
fascist military will make sure that the counting of votes will go in favor
of the US-Marcos dictatorship. Besides, the basic democratic rights,
particularly the freedom of assembly and of association as well as the
freedom of speech and of the press, shall continue to be suppressed.
The Marcos manipulation of previous elections through the use of
the reactionary armed forces will certainly become a far cry from the
forthcoming “plebiscite.”

In assuming that he can make use of the reactionary armed forces
for every criminal purpose, the fascist dictator is cocksure about be-
ing able to remain in power for “two years or more.” As immediately
implied by his big pretense, which is not only “to save the republic”
but also “to build a new society,” Marcos is clearly hell-bent on re-
maining in power and monopolizing it for a long time to come. Com-
pletely isolated from the broad masses of the people, he cannot be
but the instrument of the most rapacious forces: US imperialism, the
big comprador bourgeoisie and the big landlord class. And being a
comprador-landlord-bureaucrat himself with an insatiable greed for
power and wealth, he has set himself and his own clique of oligarchs
into violent conflict with other reactionaries.

In truth, the US-Marcos dictatorship is aggravating the oppres-
siveness and exploitativeness of the old society and is hastening
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the collapse of the puppet republic. The entire ruling system is now
violently split all over the country as the fascist dictator makes use
of brute force to concentrate power and wealth in his filthy hands.
The fascist dictatorship has only served to show in the most brazen
manner that the reactionaries can no longer rule in the old way. The
political and economic crisis of the ruling system is bound to become
graver and more fatal under the fascist dictatorship. The political and
economic crisis of US imperialism is the sure-fire guarantee for the
worst of crisis for the reactionary puppets in the Philippines.

Because bestiality has become the open style of rule and the least
semblance of democracy has been suppressed, the broad masses of
the people have become more intensely aware than ever before of the
fact that only an armed revolution can frustrate the armed counterrevo-
lution in the long run. The ranks of the revolutionary movement have
unprecedentedly expanded and a new level of revolutionary struggle
has emerged. The armed revolutionary movement is bound to grow
from small to big all over the country and will outlast and finally defeat
the US-Marcos dictatorship. Upon their victory, the broad masses of
the people will convene a genuine constitutional convention and cre-
ate a constitution that will truly serve their national and democratic
interests.

The Filipino proletariat and its revolutionary party, the Communist
Party of the Philippines, are determined to complete the people’s
democratic revolution through a protracted people’s war. The main
content of this revolution and civil war is the fulfilment of the peasants’
demand for land. The agrarian revolution will, therefore, be carried out
more vigorously even as the US-Marcos dictatorship is dead set on
both intimidating the peasant masses with large-scale military opera-
tions and on deceiving them on the matter of land reform. Together
in a basic alliance, the proletariat and the peasantry conjoin with the
urban petty bourgeoisie and also with the national bourgeoisie to fight
uncompromisingly for people’s democracy against the US-Marcos
dictatorship and all the rottenness that it stands for.

* K K
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Marcos’ Land Reform—A Big Hoax
First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, November 1, 1972.

The land reform touted by the US-Marcos dictatorship as the
“cornerstone” of or chief pretext for its unjust and indefinite rule is a
big hoax. The fascist dictatorship is in fact violently opposed to the
fulfilment of the peasant demand for land, which is the main content
of the people’s democratic revolution.

Under Proclamation No. 1081, the peasant masses are prohibited
from having their own militant associations and from asserting their
democratic rights. Under conditions of martial rule, the reactionary
armed forces have the license to commit all kinds of barbarities against
the peasant masses. In areas where the peasant masses have valiantly
stood up to oppose landlord oppression and exploitation, the fascist
troops are concentrated by the US-Marcos dictatorship in order to
suppress them and protect the landlord class.

The political and economic crisis, spawned by US imperialism and
domestic feudalism, has been aggravated by the greed and barbarism
of the fascist dictatorship. The suffering of the peasant masses has
been exacerbated by the rampaging fascist troops who inflict direct
mass evacuation, zoning, looting, kidnapping, assassination, abuse
of women, blackmail and extortion at checkpoints that are being per-
petrated with impunity mainly against the peasant masses, who even
before martial rule could not seek redress for their grievances.

As the resistance of the peasant masses rises, the US-Marcos dic-
tatorship shifts public funds to the reactionary armed forces in order
to increase their numbers, equipment and antipopular operations. As
a result, the reactionary government no longer has as much funds
as before disposable for “land reform” and can no longer pretend as
much as before to be for “land reform” by purchasing a few exces-
sively overpriced estates from the landlord class and offering these
for resale to tenants at prohibitive prices.

Presidential Decree No. 2 dated September 25, 1972 and Presi-
dential Decree No. 27 dated October 21, 1972, two documents which
the dictator Marcos boasts of as his masterpieces on “land reform,”
are consistent with the antidemocratic and counterrevolutionary
character of Proclamation No. 1081. They are also consistent with
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the most obnoxious antipeasant and pro-landlord provisions of the
old Agricultural Land Reform Code (Rep. Act 3844) as well as of its
latest modified version, the Code of Agrarian Reforms (embodying
Rep. Act 6389).

The two presidential decrees do not get out of the old rut of all
previous reactionary legislation on “land reform” which runs thus: if a
tenant wants to get emancipated, he must pay for the landlord’s land
at “fair market value” or at the government’s overprice; or he can start
calling himself a “leaseholder” and pay to the landlord a yearly crop
of three normal crop years, provided he shoulders all agricultural ex-
penses and takes all risks, including those due to natural calamities
and crop epidemics.

The land retention limit of seven hectares set on the landlords by
Presidential Decree No. 27 is as pretended and false as any of the land
retention limits set by previous legislation because in fact the tenant
masses are required to buy out the landlords at “fair market value” or
pay the high redistribution price set by the reactionary government. In
the first place, this government which promises to expropriate landed
estates for redistribution and resale to the tenant masses is a political
instrument of the landlords and has extremely limited cash and bonds
for buying lands at the “fair market value” it has set as its own limit
and burden for implementing expropriation.

Itis utterly stupid of the dictator Marcos to boast that his presidential
decrees are historically outstanding as they are original. It is redundant
of Presidential Decree No. 2 to “proclaim the whole country as a land
reform area.” The Code of Agrarian Reforms did so in 1971 by declar-
ing share tenancy throughout the country as contrary to public policy
and by calling for its automatic conversion to agricultural leasehold.

And has Marcos easily forgotten that some years ago he heard
the same pious generalities in Presidential Decree No. 27 about
“the emancipation of the tenant from the bondage of the soil” and
“transferring to them the ownership of the land they till and providing
the instruments and mechanism therefor,” from another demagogue?
In 1963, Marcos as Senate president was at the side of Macapagal
when the latter signed into law the Agricultural Land Reform Code
and proclaimed the “emancipation” of the tenant masses and “aboli-
tion of tenancy.”

The demagoguery of the dictator Marcos is definitely stale. But
what is now most striking is the fact that his Presidential Decree
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No. 27 has artificially increased land prices and has further put the
tenant masses in a position of ridicule under reactionary laws. This
decree dictates a higher cost for acquiring land and in effect twits the
tenant masses with the fact that they cannot afford to buy land from
the landlords. Also, the dictator Marcos by his speech of October 21,
1972 has pronounced the policy that any transfer of land between
landlord and tenant shall be strictly a transaction between the two and
that the reactionary government shall be out of it. In other words, the
reactionary government shall avoid engaging in the buy-and-sell of a
few landed estates between landlord and tenant. It is to be expected
that it would rather shift funds to the fascist military.

Presidential Decree No. 27 orders that the value of land shall be
equivalent to 2-1/2 times the average harvest of 3 normal crop years
immediately preceding the promulgation of the decree. In addition,
the decree orders that the total cost of the land, including interest at
the rate of 6 per centum per annum, shall be paid by the tenant in
15 years of 15 equal annual amortizations. The entire formula set by
the fascist dictator for the acquisition of lands from the landlords is
simply ridiculous.

Let us translate what appears to be small numbers in the presiden-
tial decree into their real dimensions. Assure that the tenanted land is
three hectares, irrigated and two-cropped and that the average yield
is 50 cavans of rice per hectare per crop. The total annual yield of
the entire tenanted land is, therefore, 300 cavans of rice. Assume
that the agreed price of a cavan of rice is 25, which is the current
floor price set by the National Grains Authority. The figure that comes
out is P7,500; it is the money equivalent of the average annual crop.
Multiply this by 2-1/2. The figure that comes out next is £18,750. This
is supposed to be the cost of the three-hectare land, if only the tenant
could pay in cash immediately.

At the unqualified interest rate of 6 per centum per annum, the total
interest charges on 18,750 in 15 years can range from £9,000 to
£16,875. The final total cost of the entire land would therefore range
from #27,750 to #35,625. Divide these figures by 15 in order to arrive
at the 15 equal annual amortizations. The figures range from 1,850
to P2,375.

The per-hectare value of the land, without interest charges, is 6,250.
This is far higher than the 4,149 per-hectare value of land (includ-
ing a few urban estates) bought by the Land Bank from 1966 to 1971
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under the Agricultural Land Reform Code. It may be argued that land
prices have gone up since then. But it may be riposted that the value
of 4,149 per hectare even includes a few higher-valued urban estates
and, of course, the overpricing that ordinarily goes into transactions
between the reactionary government and the landlords. The best thing
to do in order to see how exorbitant a price is 6,250 is to go around
and observe comparable lands and their current prices. If interest
charges ranging from 3,000 to 5,625 per hectare are added to the
principal cost of the land, then the total cost per hectare ranges from
£9,250 to #11,875. In most areas, the land that we speak of can be
bought at a price below 4,000 per hectare. Presidential Decree No.
27, therefore, gives more than ever a better deal to the landlords and
a worse deal to anyone who is baited into believing the bogus land
reform of the fascist dictatorship.

Going back to the question of equal annual amortizations, let us
now ask if a tenant on a three-hectare, irrigated and two-cropped land
can really save and put up an amount ranging from 1,850 to 2,375
every year and for fifteen years. The answer can be gotten from the
masses themselves. Under conditions of increasing inflation under the
US-Marcos dictatorship, the tenant family has to pay more for basic
commodities (other than grain and vegetables in the backyard) for its
subsistence. It has to pay more for fertilizers; pesticides; irrigation
fees; hauling; and other agricultural costs requiring cash outlays. Then,
there are other agricultural costs in the main involving grain outlays,
as in seeding, planting, weeding, harvesting, threshing and milling. If
the tenant has no work animals or implements, he has to rent them
from the landlords or the rich peasants. At the end of every year, there
is not much grain or cash left for any tenant family to ever hope that
he can buy out the landlord.

Under conditions of want and hard toil, every tenant family is usually
beset within fifteen years by a number of major illnesses, involving
heavy medical expenditures or even temporary disability or death of
the principal tiller. Within the same long period, calamities like floods,
drought, crop infestation and the like is likely to occur. All these can
disrupt the timetable of amortizations. If for one year he is in default
of payments, the prospective owner-cultivator will never be able to
recover financially and will have to suffer complete loss of the land
he has hoped to own.
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The risks involved in the attempt to buy land from the landlord are
exceedingly great for a tenant. Obviously, it is for this reason that Presi-
dential Decree No. 27 requires him to join a “cooperative” first before
being allowed to get into the act of trying to buy the land on which
he is a tenant. This “cooperative,” an underling of the landlords’ rural
banks or the landlord-dominated government, is supposed to guaran-
tee amortizations to the landlord and at the same time stands guard
to take over the land lest the land buyer goes in default. Ultimately,
the tenant goes back to being a tenant after his futile effort to conform
to the bogus land reform or, in other words, the laws of the landlord.
The land that he has hoped to own also reverts to the landlord class
through a bogus cooperative or the reactionary government.

Not a single poor share-tenant has been or can ever be emanci-
pated by Presidential Decree No. 2 and Presidential Decree No. 27.
Yet, as if a few glittering phases would suffice to obscure the truth,
the propaganda machinery of the US-Marcos dictatorship has been
endlessly claiming that the presidential decrees have already emanci-
pated 715,000 tenants on 1.5 million hectares and distributed to each
of them either 3 hectares of irrigated land or 5 hectares of unirrigated
land. Anyone with the simplest knowledge of arithmetic will immedi-
ately see the Marcos propaganda as a cheap lie. Out of 1.5 million
hectares, there can only be 2.1 hectares for every one of 715,000
tenants. Furthermore, the number of tenants in the Philippines is not
as small as 715,000 and also the extent of landlords’ holdings devoted
to rice and corn is not as small as 1.5 million hectares.

One more myth spewed out by the propaganda machinery of the
US-Marcos dictatorship is that land reform is being conducted by
the reactionary government in Cagayan Valley. The truth is that the
reactionary armed forces are trying by all-out brute force to suppress
the revolutionary peasant masses and protect the landlord class. The
big landlord Marcos himself is rabidly trying to keep his landed estate
of more than 22,000 hectares in the face of the surging revolution-
ary movement. This landed estate extending from Cordon, Isabela to
Diffun, Nueva Vizcaya is the biggest of its kind north of Manila and is
the most conspicuous landmark of feudalism in Cagayan Valley. It is
also the most scandalous example of land grabbed from poor tenants
and settlers.

The Tabacalera Estate of 11,000 hectares has long been offered
for sale to the reactionary government by its foreign owners who are
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terribly afraid of the genuine land reform program of the revolutionary
movement. They want to sell the land at an overprice and at the same
time contract the reactionary government to deliver tobacco and other
agricultural products to them. They want the reactionary government to
secure the land from the revolutionary peasant masses and not really
to make the land the object of any land reform. Should the US-Marcos
dictatorship finally buy the land, it would be at an overprice and the
landless tillers would not be able to afford the redistribution price.

With regard to the problems of land reform, there is nothing new to
expect from the US-Marcos dictatorship except the worsening of the
plight of the peasant masses. The Department of Agrarian Reforms
created by the Code of Agrarian Reforms has been assigned by the
fascist dictator to work out the details of his “land reform” decrees. This
department will go the way of its predecessors, such as the National
Land Reform Council, the Land Authority and the like. It will be nothing
more than a bureaucratic setup for protecting the landlord class and
demanding payments for land expropriated at an overprice from a few
landlords. The emancipation of the tenant masses and the abolition
of the “system of sharecrop and lease-tenancy” have become more
gigantic impossibilities under the US-Marcos dictatorship by virtue of
Proclamation No. 27 setting the price of land even above “fair market
value.” What does it profit a poor peasant anyway even if the Land
Bank exhausts its funds in buying only a few landed estates? He will
still have to pay the heavy price of redistribution.

From 1965 to 1971, the long period during which the Agricultural
Land Reform Code was in effect until it was relabeled Code of Agrar-
ian Reforms, the reactionary government “appropriated” £1.3 billion
and actually released a total of #399.24 million to the various “land
reform” agencies. Out of the large amount actually released, only the
measly amount of #36.32 million was released specifically to the Land
Bank, which in turn spent only 16,002,900 to purchase 32 landed
estates having the total size of only 3,876 hectares, the equivalent of a
measly portion of one Marcos hacienda. Now, we ask whether a single
poor peasant, lower middle peasant or farm worker ever succeeded
during the last 7 years in becoming a full owner of a family-size plot
from any of these expropriated estates. Not a single one. Most of the
2,268 tenants of these estates have gone in default of their amortiza-
tions as in all cases of expropriation and redistribution before 1965.
It is only the rich peasants and upper middle peasants who can keep
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up with the schedule of amortizations because in the first place they
have some amount of surplus lands or have more than enough work
animals as well as better farm implements.

There is nothing in the past and there is also nothing in the present
to show or indicate that the reactionary government, especially as itis
now under a fascist dictatorship, can implement a genuine land reform
program. It is important to expose and condemn the past record of
the US-Marcos regime on the land problem and likewise the present
hoax about land reform being drummed up by the Marcos propaganda
machinery. And it is even more important to demonstrate by word
and deed that the agrarian revolution being carried out by the peas-
ant masses and the New People’s Army under the leadership of the
Communist Party of the Philippines is the true solution to the problem
of feudalism and semifeudalism. All revolutionaries should propagate
and implement the Revolutionary Guide to Land Reform under the
banner of the people’s democratic revolution.

Our land reform program has a minimum goal and a maximum
goal. The minimum goal is to reduce land rent to at least 10% of the
net crop, eliminate usury completely and develop multipurpose coop-
eration among the poor peasants, lower middle peasants and farm
workers. The maximum goal is to confiscate the lands of the landlords
and distribute them free to the poor peasants, lower middle peasants,
farm workers and all other impoverished people who are willing to
till the soil but who have no land. The achievement of these goals is
interconnected with the comprehensive achievement of the people’s
democratic revolution.

As they come to fully grasp our land reform program on a national
scale, the millions of oppressed and exploited peasants will stir up
a great storm to sweep away the US-Marcos dictatorship. They will
bring about their own total emancipation. At the same time, they will
constantly provide the strongest and biggest possible mass support
for the people’s democratic revolution.

* K K
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The “New Constitution” Is a License
of the US-Marcos Dictatorship

to Oppress and Exploit Further

the Filipino People

First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, December 5, 1972.

Taking full advantage of its martial rule, the US-Marcos dictatorship
has been able by armed force, bribery and deceit to ram through the
1971-1972 reactionary constitutional convention a “new constitution”
which endorses Proclamation No. 1081, allows the fascist dictator
Marcos to remain in power for as long as he can beyond 1973 and
perpetuates the vile interests of US imperialism, feudalism and bu-
reaucrat capitalism.

Attention needs to be focused on Article XVII entitled “Transitory
Provisions” and on Article XIV entitled “The National Economy and
the Patrimony of the Nation” in order to expose and condemn the
anti-national and antidemocratic character of the “new constitution.”
Let us annotate the most counterrevolutionary provisions under these
articles.

On Article XVII. “Transitory Provisions”

Section 1. There shall be an interim National Assembly which
shall exist immediately upon the ratification of this Constitution
and shall continue until the members of the regular National As-
sembly shall have been elected and shall have assumed office
following an election called for the purpose by the interim National
Assembly. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, the
interim National Assembly shall have the same powers and its
members shall have the same functions, responsibilities, rights,
privileges and disqualifications as the regular National Assembly
and the members thereof.

There is no definite time limit for the existence of this interim na-
tional assembly. It all depends on the pleasure of this interim national
assembly or even more precisely on the fascist dictator Marcos as to
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when an election shall be called to elect the regular members of the
national assembly.

Itis self-serving enough for delegates of the big bourgeoisie and the
landlord class in the Convention to include themselves as members
of this interim national assembly. Together with the cohorts of the
US-Marcos dictatorship, they shall always misinterpret their selfish
interests as public interests and prolong their enjoyment of the powers
and privileges of members of the regular national assembly.

These scoundrels in the 1971-1972 reactionary constitutional con-
vention have not made any kind of protest regarding the gross viola-
tions of their supposed parliamentary immunity, the forcible camp
detention and house arrest of several convention delegates who have
stood against the dictates of the US-Marcos clique. Instead, they have
been bribed into approving the “new constitution” that is actually the
handiwork of Malacafiang. Among the privileges that each delegate
stands to gain as member of the interim national assembly are annual
salaries and allowances amounting to at least #200,000, aside from
a still bigger income derivable from other nefarious activities related
to “parliamentary work.” As a whole, the interim national assembly
shall be an extremely expensive affair, with no less than 400 mem-
bers drawing huge salaries and allowances. This shall be far more
expensive than the outgoing Congress which has far less members
and personnel.

Section 2. The members of the interim National Assembly shall
be the incumbent President and Vice-President of the Philip-
pines, those who served as President of the nineteen hundred
and seventy-one Constitutional Convention, those members of
the Senate and the House of Representatives who shall express
in writing to the Commission on Elections within thirty days after
the ratification of this constitution their option to serve therein,
and those delegates to the nineteen hundred and seventy-one
Constitutional Convention who have opted to serve therein by
voting affirmatively for this article. They may take their oath of
office before any officer authorized to administer oath and qualify
thereto, after the ratification of this constitution.

This section seeks to cover up the illegality and unconstitutionality
of General Order No. 1 and certain presidential decrees (like Presi-
dential Decree No. 1 and the like) by which the fascist dictator has
asserted his absolute authority over all branches of the government
and usurped the legislative authority of the Senate and the House of
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Representatives. General Order No. 1 renders Congress inutile and
even nonexistent, despite the elective status of these members. Presi-
dential Decree No. 1 and similar decrees arrogantly declare certain
bills still pending in Congress as “part of the law of the land.”

What is exceedingly callous about the section above is that only
three persons, especially the person who stands to gain most, the
fascist dictator Marcos himself, are automatically members of the
interim national assembly while all members of the Senate and the
House of Representatives and all delegates of the reactionary con-
stitutional convention are not automatically so. It is obvious that this
section is intended to force and at the same time cajole the members
of Congress and the convention delegates whom the fascist dictator
Marcos has put under camp detention, house arrest and death threat.
When the voting was held on the “transitory provisions” last October
26, convention delegates had to secure “safe-conduct passes” from
the Marcos hatchetman Enrile in order to be allowed into the conven-
tion hall. By virtue of Section 3 (2) hereunder, several senators and
congressmen opposed to the fascist dictatorship will not as a matter
of principle be able to express in writing to the Commission on Elec-
tions their option to join the interim national assembly.

Section 3. (1) The incumbent President of the Philippines shall
initially convene the interim National Assembly and shall pre-
side over its sessions until the interim Speaker shall have been
elected. He shall continue to exercise his powers and preroga-
tives under the 1935 constitution and the powers vested in the
President and the Prime Minister under the constitution until he
calls upon the interim National Assembly to elect the interim
President and the interim Prime Minister who shall then exercise
their respective powers vested by this constitution.

(2) All proclamations, orders, decrees, instructions, and acts
promulgated, issued, or done by the incumbent President shall be
part of the law of the land, and shall remain valid, legal, binding,
and effective even after the lifting of martial law or the ratification
of this constitution, unless modified, revoked, or suspended by
subsequent proclamations, orders, decrees, instructions or other
acts of the incumbent President, or unless expressly and explicitly
modified or repealed by the regular National Assembly.

This section with its two paragraphs, is the core of all the “transi-
tory provisions” and even of the entire “new constitution.” The fascist
dictator Marcos shall continue to concentrate all powers in his hands
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in his three and contradictory capacities as president under the 1935
constitution and as president and prime minister under the “new consti-
tution.” He shall exercise the powers and prerogatives of the president
under the 1935 constitution and yet shall not necessarily be bound by
the obligation set by the same constitution that he shall have to step
down from the presidency in 1973, after he shall have served eight
consecutive years as president. His powers and prerogatives shall
be absolute and unlimited as ever. Upon the “ratification” of the “new
constitution,” all his proclamations, orders, decrees and instructions
and acts shall be “part of the law of the land” (and the supreme part
at that) and shall remain valid, legal, binding and effective even after
the formal lifting of martial law. In other words, a fascist dictatorship
shall exist.

The first paragraph shows that the fascist dictator Marcos does
not have full trust in the interim national assembly though this assem-
blage shall surely at the beginning be composed of members who are
prevalently his agents. Thus, it is not the interim national assembly
but it is explicitly he alone who shall decide when the interim national
assembly shall elect the interim national president and interim prime
minister. Going by his self-interest, Marcos shall be able to keep him-
self in power for as long as he can and shall prevent for as long as he
can the election of the interim president and interim prime minister.
Outside and inside the interim national assembly, he has the powers
and prerogatives to suppress any demand for such an election within
the interim national assembly. However, he shall also be able to call
for such an election and assure himself of being elected interim prime
minister. He may do so, especially in face of the fact that after 1973
he shall be vulnerable to questions involving the provision in the 1935
constitution that a president cannot retain his office for more than
eight consecutive years.

The second paragraph makes the fascist dictator more powerful
than the entire interim national assembly. While the interim national
assembly is in office, he shall have the supreme power of enforcing
his old proclamations, orders, decrees, instructions and acts and also
promulgating new ones above and beyond the interim national assem-
bly. Thus, this interim national assembly shall in principle and practice
be inferior to one person and shall have mere decorative value for
the fascist dictatorship. If only the incumbent president or the regular
national assembly, but not the interim national assembly, shall have
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the power to modify, revoke or supersede the proclamations, orders,
decrees, instructions and acts of the incumbent president, then what
is the point in the aforementioned section (second sentence) stating
that the interim national assembly shall have the same powers as the
regular national assembly? Under the above Section 3 (1) and (2),
the interim national assembly shall merely be the rubber stamp of the
fascist dictator. In effect, the provisional or interim government shall
not have the least shred of the parliamentary form. It shall have a su-
perpresidential, dictatorial and fascist form reflective of what makes
the present regime entirely anomalous.
Section 5. The interim National Assembly shall give priority
measures for the orderly transition from the presidential to the
parliamentary system, the reorganization of the Government, the
eradication of graft and corruption, the effective maintenance
of peace and order, the implementation of declared agrarian
reforms, the standardization of compensation of government
employees and such other measures as shall bridge the gap
between the rich and the poor.

It is obvious by this section that the interim national assembly and
the fascist dictator Marcos intend to keep themselves in office for as
long as they can. Their declared intention is to perform not the func-
tions of a transitional government that may last for one year or so but
those of a long-term government that may last for several more years.
The preposterous slogan of “save the republic and build a new society”
expresses the US-Marcos dictatorship’s pipe dream of suppressing
the people and reigning forever.

At any rate, the US-Marcos dictatorship talks of government reor-
ganization and standardization of compensation of government em-
ployees only to tighten its control over all branches of the government
by armed intimidation, build up and shift funds to the fascist military,
lay off a great number of civilian government employees, disregard
elective and civil service status of lesser officials, promote sycophants
and increase their salaries at the expense of middle and low-ranking
employees. It talks of eradicating graft and corruption but the fascist
dictator Marcos and his cronies have been for so many years the
biggest and blackest perpetrators of malfeasance in the reaction-
ary government. Marcos himself is the most notoriously undesirable
character in the reactionary government. He has enriched himself
in office in a manner that would make all previous presidents petty
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thieves. He has had a big cut in every major government contract or
major business deal where government permission or guarantees are
required. His large stockholdings and landholdings mostly under the
names of dummies (Benedicto, Montelibano, Cojuangco, Zobel, Menzi,
Elizalde, Silverio and others) have been acquired through abuse of
political authority.

The US-Marcos dictatorship talks of peace and order only to un-
leash the most vicious fascist crimes against the great masses of
peasants, workers, students, teachers, professionals, women, small
and medium businessmen, national minorities and even against the
legal oppositionists in the Liberal Party and Nacionalista Party. Behind
the drive to collect high-powered firearms is the scheme of the fascist
dictatorship to monopolize firearms and suppress the people and all
possible opposition. Wanting to impose a “peace and order” for the
benefit of the exploiting classes, the fascist dictatorship has on its part
intensified counterrevolutionary violence and made it necessary for
the people on their part to intensify revolutionary violence. The Marcos
mass media may monopolize all legal news channels and impose a
news blackout on the people’s resistance but the fact is that revolu-
tionary armed struggle has spread more rapidly from the northern end
to the southern end of the Philippines since Proclamation No. 1081.

Itis simply incongruous for the US-Marcos dictatorship to talk about
bridging the gap between the rich and poor. The truth is that it has
taken every step to aggravate the exploitation of the broad masses
of the people. The “new constitution” revolves around the term “just
compensation” to preserve the interests of the big bourgeoisie (foreign
monopolies and big compradors) and the landlord class. Presidential
Decree No. 27 has served only to artificially raise the price of the
landlord’s land and taunt the tenant masses that they cannot really
buy out the landlords. We shall further discuss the intensification of
imperialist, big comprador, landlord and bureaucrat exploitation under
the fascist dictatorship.

Section 9. All officials and employees in the existing Govern-
ment of the Republic of the Philippines shall continue in office
until otherwise provided by law or decreed by the incumbent
President of the Philippines, but all officials whose appointments
are by this Constitution vested in the Prime Minister shall vacate

their respective offices upon the appointment and qualification
of their successors.
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Section 10. The incumbent members of the Judiciary may con-
tinue in office until they reach the age of seventy years, unless
sooner replaced in accordance with the preceding section thereof.

It is clear by these two sections that those in the service of the
reactionary government shall continue to be completely at the mercy
of the fascist dictatorship as under General Order No. 11, General
Order No. 3 and Presidential Decree No. 1. But what interests the
fascist Marcos most in these two sections is that he can change the
present composition of the Supreme Court as he pleases and also
make all the courts consistent instruments of his anti-national and
antidemocratic executive fiats.

Under Section 4 of Article X entitled the “Judiciary,” which provides
that the members of the Supreme Court and judges of inferior courts
shall be appointed by the prime minister, and under Section 1 (1) of
the same article, which provides that the Supreme Court shall be
composed of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and fourteen as-
sociate justices, the fascist dictator Marcos shall be able to continue
threatening the present justices of the Supreme Court with replace-
ment and shall also be able to simply add four more justices of his own
choosing to the present eleven justices in order to make the Supreme
Court a thoroughly rabid instrument of the fascist dictatorship.

The US-Marcos dictatorship hopes to ensure that the Supreme
Court shall continue to act in favor of the dictatorship in all cases
involving Proclamation No. 1081. Even now, the present Supreme
Court composed mostly of Marcos appointees has allowed the cases
of political detainees to be overtaken by the “new constitution.” It is
this same court which previously swallowed hook, line and sinker the
tale of the Marcos fascist gang about the “July-August Plan” in 1971.
Like the “judicial” appendage of any antipopular dictatorship, it has
been an accomplice in the commission of fascist crimes.

Section 11. The rights and privileges granted to citizens of the
United States or to corporations or associations owned or con-
trolled by such citizens under the Ordinance appended to the
nineteen hundred and thirty-five Constitution shall automatically
terminate on the third day of July nineteen hundred and seventy-
four. Titles to private lands acquired by such persons before such
date shall be valid as against other private persons only.

Section 12. All treaties, executive agreements, and contracts
entered into by the Government or any subdivision, agency, orin-
strumentalities thereof, including government-owned or controlled
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operations, are hereby recognized as legal, valid and binding.
When the national interest so requires, the incumbent President
of the Republic or the interim Prime Minister may review all con-
tracts, concessions, permits, or other forms of privileges for the
exploration, development, exploitation,or utilization of natural
resources entered into, granted, issued or acquired before the
ratification of the Constitution.

The first sentence of Section 11 above appears to be progres-
sive in the sense that it provides for the termination of the rights and
privileges of US business entities under the Parity Amendment on
July 3, 1974. But in fact the second sentence negates what the first
sentence provides. The second sentence protects US entities and
assures them of continued enjoyment of the lands (and improvement
thereon) which they have unconstitutionally and illegally acquired.
Elsewhere, the “new constitution” also requires “just compensation” for
the takeover by the state of any private property. These constitute the
complete negation or reversal of the recent Supreme Court decision
on the Quasha case. The “new constitution” can be used to oppose
the principle that US entities have no right to own private lands in the
Philippines and that the lands and improvements thereon (including
structures and other investments) which have been illegally required
are subject either to retrieval by previous private owners or confisca-
tion by the state.

In this regard, the fascist dictator Marcos has been most vocifer-
ous in calling on US business entities to create interlocking dummy
corporations (where US entities may own as much as 40% of equity)
to serve as “owners” of the lands and also in assuring them of “just
compensation” with regard to the dim possibility that the state may
decide and act to expropriate these lands for them. All these serve to
keep US business entities in undiminished ownership and control of
Philippine lands. They are all calculated to defeat the people’s clamor
for confiscation of the illegal US landholdings, including the structures
and investments thereon.

Section 12 throws away the provision under the 1935 constitution
(Section 7, Article VII) that treaties entered into by the president need
the concurrence or final ratification of the Philippine Senate in order
to become binding and effective. Under the “new constitution” it shall
suffice for the fascist dictator Marcos and his executive agents to
enter into treaties, executive agreements and contracts with other
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countries and foreign entities and these shall immediately be recog-
nized as legal, valid and binding. US imperialism is certainly anxious
now to arrange with their chief Filipino puppet a “treaty of friendship,
commerce and navigation” in order to carry over the worst features
of the Laurel-Langley Agreement that is to terminate soon. Also the
Japanese zaibatsus must be more hopeful now than before that the
Japan-Philippine “treaty of amity, commerce and navigation” will be
ratified by the fascist dictator; this will be far better for them than indi-
vidual business licenses for “liaison offices” which Marcos used previ-
ously to circumvent the nonratification of the aforecited draft treaty.

As an autocratic head of state, the incumbent president Marcos also
reviews all contracts, concessions, permits or other forms of privileges
for the exploration, development, exploitation or utilization of natural
resources entered into, granted, issued or acquired even before the
ratification of the “new constitution.” This means to say that he shall
have absolute power to deal with US imperialism and other foreign
monopolies any way that he shall be in a position to amass wealth
even more viciously than when he was supposed to have enjoyed less
power in the days before Proclamation No. 1081.

It is absolutely clear that the fascist dictator Marcos has been
propped up precisely to protect and step up the oppressive and ex-
ploitative interests of US imperialism and other related forces. In the
succeeding discussions on certain provisions of Article X1V, we shall
be able to see even more clearly that US imperialism together with its
most rabid local running dogs, is behind the fascist dictatorship and
the “new constitution.” The most extraordinary measures are taken
by the most rabid local reactionaries whenever the interests of US
imperialism are at stake and whenever the dominance of these need
renewal and expansion. The forcible making of the fascist dictator-
ship and the “new constitution” is directly related to the termination
of the Parity Amendment and the Laurel-Langley Agreement. It is an
event exceedingly comparable to the forcible making of the fascistic
Roxas regime and the adoption of the Parity Amendment and the Bell
Trade Act.

On Article XIV. The National Economy and the Patrimony of the Nation

Section 1. The National Assembly shall establish a National
Economic and Development Authority, to be headed by the Prime
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Minister, which shall recommend to the National Assembly, after
consultation with the private sector, local government units, and
other appropriate public agencies, continuing, coordinated, and
fully integrated social and economic plans and programs.

Section 3. The National Assembly shall, upon recommendation
of the National Economic and Development Authority, reserve
to citizens of the Philippines or to corporations or associations
wholly owned by such citizens, certain traditional areas of invest-
ments when the national interest so dictates.

The National Economic and Development Authority will be the cloak
for the US-Marcos dictatorship in plundering the social wealth of the
country. It will be no better than all or any such agencies as the Na-
tional Economic Council, the Presidential Economic Staff, the Board of
Investments and the like. It shall continue to extend foreign investors
and big local compradors such special privileges and incentives as
those carried by the Investment Incentive Act, Export Incentive Act
and the like.

As the head of the National Economic and Development Authority,
the fascist dictator Marcos shall be able to relay to the national as-
sembly “recommendations” of US imperialism which are usually first
passed on to him and his “technocrats” by the US imperialist agents
in such agencies as the Agency for International Development (AID),
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and leading US
corporations, banks and foundations. By having the most decisive
say on treaties, loan agreements, franchises, concessions, licenses
and business contracts, he shall be able further to enlarge upon his
personal wealth which is now superior in position and magnitude even
to that of the Ayala, Soriano and Zobel groups. Indeed, bureaucrat
capitalism has its rewards for Marcos and his cohorts as the top oli-
garchs in the country.

Like the 1935 constitution, the “new constitution” allows US and
other foreign investors to own and control even to the extent of 100%
of corporate equity in most areas of investments. More than 50% of
the $2 to $3 billion of US investments are now in these unrestricted
areas of investments. Even in such areas as the operation of public
utilities and exploitation of land and natural resources, foreign inves-
tors can comply with the requirement of at least 60% Filipino equity
but they can control Philippine corporations in various ways to an
extent far beyond what their formal ownership of 40% equity or even
less may seem to indicate. They can exercise this control through
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interlocking corporations and “service contracts.” This control allows
them to draw superprofits as if there were no restrictions on the extent
of the foreign equity.

It is very striking that Article XIV is now completely silent on what
specifically are the “traditional areas of investments” that shall be re-
served to citizens of the Philippines or to corporations wholly owned by
such citizens. In previous drafts of the “new constitution,” there were
references to retail, indent, import and wholesale as areas where 100%
Filipino equity is required. But now even these secondary areas of the
economy are open prey to “recommendations” of the fascist dictator.
By its obvious silence, Section 3 tends to nullify even the Retail Trade
Nationalization Act.

Section 5. No franchise, certificate, or any other form of authori-
zation for the operation of a public utility shall be granted except
to citizens of the Philippines or to corporations or associations
organized under the laws of the Philippines at least sixty per
centum of the capital of which is owned by such citizens, nor
shall such franchise, certificate, or authorization be exclusive
in character or for a longer period than fifty years. Neither shall
any such franchise or right be granted except under the condi-
tion that it shall be subject to amendment, alteration, or repeal
by the National Assembly when the public interest so requires.
The State shall encourage equity participation in public utilities
by the general public. The participation of foreign investors in the
governing body of any public utility enterprise shall be limited to
their proportionate share in the capital thereof.

Section 9. The disposition, exploration, development, or utiliza-
tion of any of the natural resources of the Philippines shall be
limited to the citizens of the Philippines, or to corporations or
associations at least sixty per centum of the capital of which is
owned by such citizens. The National Assembly, in the national
interest, may allow such citizens, corporations, or associations to
enter into service contracts for financial, technical, management,
or other forms of assistance with any foreign person or entity for
the exploration, development, exploitation, or utilization of any of
the natural resources. Existing valid and binding service contracts
for financial, technical, management, or other forms of assistance
are hereby recognized as such.

Section 5 above is quite similar to and as reactionary as Section 8 of
Article XIV of the 1935 constitution by allowing the grant of a franchise,
certificate or some other form of authorization for the operation for a
period of fifty years of a public utility to the citizens of the Philippines
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and to Philippine corporations or associations in which foreign equity
is not more than 40%. What makes this section utterly worse than its
predecessor is that it explicitly allows participation of foreign inves-
tors in the governing body of a public utility, throws away the recent
Supreme Court decision on the Luzteveco case disallowing foreigners
to be employed in local businesses and assures the foreign personnel
of local US oil and transportation firms of continued privilege. This sec-
tion also encourages the “general public” to buy stocks so that these
could be manipulated by a few big capitalists who control a solid bloc
of stocks. A solid bloc of stocks even if amounting only to 40% equity
or even less can easily control the diffused stocks of the “general
public” even if these amount to 60% equity or more in a corporation.

Section 9 is also similar to and as reactionary as Section 1 of Ar-
ticle XIll of the 1935 constitution by allowing the disposition, explora-
tion, development, exploitation or utilization of all public lands and
all natural resources by citizens of the Philippines and to Philippine
corporations or associations in which foreign equity is not more than
40%. What is new in this section is that it approves one more method
of circumventing the formal requirement of 40% foreign equity in Phil-
ippine corporations, ensuring foreign control of Philippine business
entities and, of course, enlarging the profits normally earned by 40%
equity in Philippine corporations. This method consists of allowing
citizens of the Philippines and corporations and associations to enter
into “service contracts” for financial, technical, management, or other
forms of “assistance” with any foreign person or entity for the explo-
ration, development, exploitation, or utilization of any of the natural
resources and public lands. The arguments used by the US-Marcos
dictatorship for the adoption of this method are standard colonial and
puppet arguments like the Philippines and the Filipinos having no
capital, technology and experience.

Even before the “ratification” of the “new constitution,” Marcos threw
the country wide open for oil exploration by foreign oil firms, mostly
American and Japanese, by virtue of Presidential Decree No. 8 mak-
ing the pending Senate Bill No. 531 (entitled an Act to Promote the
Discovery and Production of Indigenous Petroleum and Appropriating
Funds Therefor) a “part of the law of the land.” Presidential Decree
No. 8 sets the pattern for “service contracts”—a pattern for assuring
foreign investors control over the public lands and natural resources,
tax exemptions and high profits far beyond what 40% foreign equity

72



“New Constitution” Is a License

would yield. This kind of decree is considered valid and binding by

Section 9.
Section 11. The National Assembly, taking into account conser-
vation, ecological, and development requirements of the natural
resources, shall determine by law the size of lands of the public
domain which may be developed, held or acquired by, or leased
to, any qualified individual, corporation or association, and the
conditions therefor. No private corporation or association may
hold alienable lands of the public domain except by lease not to
exceed one thousand hectares in area; nor may any citizen hold
such purchase or homestead in excess of five hundred hectares
or acquire by purchase or homestead in excess of twenty-four
hectares. No private corporation or association may hold by lease,
concession, license, or permit, timber or forest lands and other
timber or forest resources in excess of one hundred thousand
hectares; however, such area may be increased by the National
Assembly upon the recommendation of the National Economic
and Development Authority.

Though certain limits are set on the size of public lands to be dis-
posed to individuals, corporations or associations, such limits are
still extremely large and harmful to public interest and furthermore,
will not stop the big bourgeoisie and the big landlords from holding
unlimited areas of public lands under the various individual names
and corporate names. Going by precedents, the reactionary govern-
ment will certainly lease out individually to private corporations public
lands far in excess of 1,000 hectares and also individually to private
persons far in excess of 500 hectares. It will still allow private persons
to acquire by purchase or “homestead” public lands far in excess of
twenty-four hectares.

In fact, big landgrabbers in frontier areas have always insisted that
vast tracts of cultivated lands are public lands only to proceed to hold-
ing these by lease, concession, license or permit and later on securing
titles to these lands as their own private lands by claiming to have
developed them. In the process, the landgrabbers dispossess the poor
settlers and the national minorities through armed force and deceit with
the active support of the reactionary government which has always
encouraged the comprador-landlords to expand their landholdings by
grabbing public lands and has repeatedly declared as part of its sham
land reform program that they can get public lands in exchange for
their lands that may be expropriated elsewhere.
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Also, the reactionary government has encouraged US corporations,
especially those in agriculture, mining and logging, to hold hundreds of
thousands of hectares of public lands. Corporations of the reactionary
government have been most instrumental in letting foreign plantation
interests take hold of wide tracts of public lands in Mindanao and else-
where under the cover of the “growers’ agreements.” And, of course,
the entire “new constitution” is silent about the fact that US military
bases and stations sit on about 200,000 hectares of public lands.
This occupation of public lands by a foreign military power is properly
prohibited by the definition of territory by a truly sovereign state.

The last two sentences of Section 11 above is utterly ridiculous. In
one sentence, it is made to appear that no private corporation or as-
sociation may hold by lease, concession, license or permit timber and
forest lands and other timber or forest resources in excess of 100,000
hectares. In the subsequent sentence, it is provided that such areas
may be increased by the national assembly upon the recommenda-
tion of the National Economic and Development Authority. Indeed,
bureaucrat capitalism can always cook up situations and reasons for
disposing unlimited amounts of public lands.

Section 6. The State may, in the interest of national welfare or
defense, establish and operate industries and means of trans-
portation and communication, and, upon payment of just com-
pensation, transfer to public ownership utilities and other private
enterprises to be operated by the Government.

Section 7. In times of national emergency when the public inter-
est so requires, the State may temporarily take over or direct the
operation of any privately owned public utility or business affected
with public interest.

The property and interests of the big bourgeoisie, including the
foreign monopolies and the local big compradors, are well sanctified
by the “new constitution.” Section 6 above, quite similar to and as re-
actionary as Section 6 of Article XIIl of the 1935 constitution, categori-
cally provides that public utilities and other private enterprises cannot
be transferred to public ownership without “just compensation.” The
Investment Incentives Act goes even as far as to guarantee the right
of non-expropriation to foreign investors. Consistent with this act, US
imperialism has tied down the reactionary government to investment
insurance schemes covering US investments so that the guarantees
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for the extraordinary privilege of non-expropriation shall not only be
in word but also in fact.

The basic requirement of “just compensation” guarantees that the
property and interests of the big bourgeoisie are not to be dismissed
but are even to be enlarged. How can a financially bankrupt govern-
ment, with small revenues and huge internal and external debts, offer
“just compensation” to its foreign masters? Even before the termina-
tion of the Parity Amendment and the Laurel-Langley Agreement, the
fascist dictator Marcos has made it clear that US investors should not
worry too much about reducing their equities to 40% in corporations
engaged in the areas of public utilities, land and natural resources
for as long as neither the reactionary government nor private Filipino
businessmen can afford to buy them out. This is what Marcos calls
“‘justice” and “fairness” to his imperialist masters. Furthermore, even
if the US investors were to be bought out on their equity excesses,
they are still free to shift their capital to so many other lucrative fields
of investment in the country.

Without any mention of “just compensation,” Section 7 above pro-
vides that in times of “national emergency” the state may temporarily
take over or direct the operation of any privately owned public utility
or business. This section is specifically intended to preempt claims
for damages that may be made by business enterprises maliciously
shut down or taken over by the fascist dictator Marcos for his political
and economic gain. Under Proclamation No. 1081, there has been a
real and selective but temporary takeover of such enterprises as the
MERALCO, ABS-CBN, ABC, Manila Times, Manila Chronicle, Free
Press, lligan Integrated Steel Mill Inc. and so many others. It has never
been in accord with public interest for the fascist dictatorship to make
such takeover. Such takeover is merely a part of the narrow scheme
to suppress the opponents and critics of the US-Marcos dictatorship
and also allow the private business interests of the fascist dictator to
muscle in. The most conspicuous private business interests of Marcos
that have been benefited by Proclamation No. 1081 are the Daily Ex-
press, KBS-RPN, Liwayway Publications Group, PLDT and ELISCO.
With regard to the long-term implications of either Section 6 or 7 we
state that a reactionary state can never truly stand for national welfare,
defense or public interest.

Section 12. The State shall formulate and implement an agrar-
ian reform program aimed at emancipating the tenant from the
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bondage of the soil and achieving the goals enunciated in this
constitution.

Section 13. The National Assembly may authorize, upon pay-
ment of just compensation, the expropriation of private lands to
be subdivided into small lots and conveyed at cost to deserving
citizens.

Taken together, Sections 12 and 13 demonstrate the rank hypocrisy
and demagoguery of the US-Marcos dictatorship. The first section
repeating phrases from Marcos’ Presidential Decree No. 27 provides
that there shall be an agrarian reform program. On the other hand, the
second section echoing Section 4, Article XllI of the 1935 constitution
demands that “just compensation” be paid to the landlords in cases of
expropriation. In effect, the tenants can be emancipated only if they
themselves can afford the prohibitive redistribution price (plus interest
and tax payments) demanded by the reactionary government. In other
words, the “new constitution” actually sets a condition for preventing
the poor peasants and lower-middle peasants from coming to own
their share of land.

It must be pointed out that there has never been any poor peasant,
farm worker nor lower-middle peasant who has been emancipated by
trying to pay the landlord’s land under the “expropriation” program of
the reactionary government. In the first place, the reactionary govern-
ment is restricted by its own political character and financial limita-
tions from expropriating even only 1% of the total landholdings of the
landlord class. For instance, only 3,876 hectares were expropriated
at the cost of 16,002,900 by the reactionary government during the
entire life of the Agricultural Land Reform Code from 1963 to 1971. This
area is equivalent only to a very small portion of the Marcos hacienda
of 22,000 hectares in the Cagayan Valley.

Lately, the fascist dictator Marcos has made it even more obvious
than ever before through Presidential Decree No. 27 that the poor
peasants, farm workers and lower-middle peasants can never hope
to give “just compensation” to the landlords or afford the redistribution
price set by the reactionary government. The formula dictated by Presi-
dential Decree No. 27 for determining the value of the landlord’s land,
i.e., the average annual crop (based on the three normal crop years)
multiplied by two and one-half (2 1/2) plus annual interest charges of
6% for fifteen years, has artificially increased the value of the land-
lord’s land far beyond its “fair market value.” Presidential Decree No.
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27 is even more foolish than the Agricultural Land Reform Code of
1963 and its 1971 modified version, the Code of Agrarian Reforms.
This decree has served only to expose further the counterrevolutionary
character of the fascist dictatorship among the peasant masses and
to stress the correct revolutionary program of distributing land to the
poor peasants, farm workers and lower-middle peasants at no cost.
The fascist dictatorship is simply daydreaming when it claims that
Presidential Decree No. 27 has effectively counteracted the agrarian
revolution being waged by the Communist Party of the Philippines,
the New People’s Army and the peasant masses.

Our Attitude and Policy on the “New Constitution”

There is no fundamental difference between the 1935 constitution
and the “new constitution” in the sense that US imperialism, feudal-
ism and bureaucrat capitalism continue to be given the license to ride
roughshod over the broad masses of the people. The most striking
difference that is in the “new constitution” is neither the adoption of the
parliamentary form of government, the lowering of the age of suffrage
nor any thing else of the sort, as some may superficially think, butitis
the rabidly counterrevolutionary endorsement of a fascist dictatorship
out to preserve the old society even while calling it a “new society”
against the ever rising tide of the revolutionary mass movement. This
“‘new constitution” is essentially and completely repugnant to the na-
tional sovereignty and democratic rights of the Filipino people.

Now that the final draft of the “new constitution” is out, it is abso-
lutely clear that the very idea of holding the 1971-1972 constitutional
convention, without any prior fundamental change of the social order,
has been part of a long-nurtured scheme of the US-Marcos clique to
keep itself in power even beyond 1973 through a vicious rightist coun-
terrevolutionary coup and a fascist dictatorship. The 1970 elections
for delegates were fashioned in such a way or in such a manner as to
bring the reactionary constitutional convention the biggest possible
number of big comprador, big landlord and big bureaucrat delegates
beholden to the political machinery of the US-Marcos clique.

Subsequently in the convention, the US-Marcos clique scandalously
manipulated its minions against a broad range of progressive del-
egates determined to stop the obvious scheme to perpetuate Marcos
in power. The Quintero expose showed up corrupt methods employed
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by this clique to keep its minions in tow. Then in one fell swoop upon
the declaration of martial law, the full-fledged fascist dictatorship
took every measure to suppress its opponents inside and outside the
convention. Thus, it came to pass that the US-Marcos dictatorship
succeeded in ramming through the convention the final draft of the
“new constitution” now offered for “ratification” as one more farce—a
sham plebiscite on January 15, 1973.

Only after the final signing of this “new constitution” by the farci-
cal constitutional convention on November 30, 1972 has the fascist
dictator Marcos decreed with the silly air of self-indulgence an order
to his military minions to allow “free discussion and debate.” This he
does while he continues to unleash the wildest and most futile kinds of
onslaughts against the broad masses of workers, peasants, students,
youth, women and the national minorities. This he does while he con-
tinues to suppress all open and legal organizations, mass media and
other entities that are firmly opposed to his tyrannical rule. This he
does while his spies continue to eavesdrop on the people’s ordinary
conversations.

The fascist dictator Marcos now appears to believe that he has
sufficiently intimidated the broad masses of the people and deceived
them about his perverse record and ambitions. He has monopolized
the use of armed force in urban areas and elsewhere, all instrumentali-
ties of the reactionary government, the mass media, the schools and
everything else which he can actually take over or threaten with armed
force. He is going to boast that as some sort of military conqueror he
is comparable to the infamous imperialist general Arthur MacArthur
who as head of the US aggressor troops in the Philippines issued in
1902 General Order No. 68, declaring martial law. Even while this
colonial military order was not lifted until sometime in the thirties, the
US colonial government issued and put into effect “fundamental laws”
governing the Philippines as a colony.

Though he has several times boasted of his Proclamation No. 1081
as a “new and outstanding contribution to international jurisprudence,”
the fascist dictator actually traces the antecedents of this proclamation
to the general order of a barbaric foreign aggressor, US imperialism,
which he continues to serve. What the US-Marcos dictatorship calls
“martial law Philippine style” is also nothing but a cheap imitation of
the tricks of such contemporary fascist dictators as Thieu, Pak Jung
Hi, Lon Nol, Suharto, Jiang, Thanom, Papadopoulos and the like, and
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also of such bygone fascist dictators as Hitler, Mussolini, Batista, Ngo
Dinh Diem and the like. All have had their own constitutions permitting
them to rule indefinitely.

The confidence of the fascist dictator Marcos in allowing “free
discussion and debate” on the “new constitution” arises from several
facts. The period before January 15 is extremely short. The most
possible legal means of communications spout only his counterrevo-
lutionary propaganda. The printing and handling of ballots are under
the full control of his rabid agents in the Commission on Elections
and in the reactionary armed forces. The constitutional convention
delegates eager to take their share of the loot are bound to do a lot
of campaigning all over the country. Local officials of the reactionary
government irrespective of their political parties are under duress
and are under strict orders to support the “new constitution” under
the pretext of “nonpartisanship.” Furthermore, the counting of votes
or, more precisely, the misreporting of votes to the public shall finally
be made by his rabid agents even as the honest school teachers shall
have made a fair counting of votes. The fascist dictator has always
stressed that there is no more turning back from his mad lurch. He is
terrified by the prospect of having to pay with his life the many grave
crimes of fascism, puppetry and corruption that he has perpetrated on
the people. His stakes are now far higher than in any previous elec-
tion when he at any rate resorted to fraud and terrorism. Likewise,
the stakes of his imperialist masters are high. Thus, he would resort
to every possible measure in the forthcoming “plebiscite” in order to
perpetuate himself in power and to give a semblance of the constitu-
tionality and legality to his usurpation of absolute power. It is by the
“ratification” of the “new constitution” that he hopes to be able to cling
more tightly to US imperialism and rule indefinitely.

But the people will never respect a “constitution” that is the product
and token of their enemy. Since the fascist dictator is fond of drawing
parallelisms between the Philippines and south Vietham, let us remind
him that the late unlamented Ngo Dinh Diem was able to fabricate his
own “constitution” against the people’s will while he boasted that he
was preempting the revolution in south Vietnam. Such constitution
and such boasting only damned Ngo and the Viethamese revolution
advanced even more vigorously. We are certain of two possibilities for
the fascist dictator Marcos: either he shall be outmaneuvered by his
fellow reactionaries in a relatively short time or he shall stay in power
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long enough to hear the New People’s Army approaching Malacanang.
In any case, the people’s wrath shall have something to do with his fate.

The Communist Party of the Philippines is determined to expose
and condemn the “new constitution” as a license for keeping the
US-Marcos dictatorship indefinitely and for aggravating the oppression
and exploitation of the broad masses of the people by foreign monopo-
lists, the big compradors and the big landlords. We are determined to
focus attention on the pro-imperialist and antidemocratic provisions
which make the “new constitution” essentially and completely coun-
terrevolutionary. Together with all our allies, we are determined to
arouse and mobilize the entire nation and people to reject this filthy
scrap of paper made in Malacafang. It is apt to call this the Marcos
constitution in order to unmask its despicable author.

The US-Marcos dictatorship may be able to frustrate and make a
mockery of the people’s will in a “plebiscite” that is under its control.
But then in the end, will a filthy scrap of paper really save the fascist
dictatorship from the wrath of the people? Mere hypocritical invoca-
tions of “constitutional rule” will not make the fascist dictatorship less
than its abhorrent self. The longer the US-Marcos dictatorship reigns,
the more determined are the broad masses of the Filipino people to
overthrow it. They shall surely win under the leadership of the prole-
tariat and the Communist Party of the Philippines.

Reject the Marcos constitution!

Expose the sham plebiscite!

Down with the martial rule of the US-Marcos dictatorship!

Fight for national freedom and democracy!

Carry forward the revolutionary armed struggle!

Long Live the Filipino people!

Long Live the Philippine revolution!

L. O G ¢
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The Party Enters its Fifth Year
since Reestablishment

First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, December 26, 1972.

The Communist Party of the Philippines has successfully undergone
the test of four years of difficult revolutionary struggle since the Con-
gress of Reestablishment on December 26, 1968. By keeping to the
theory and practice of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, this
revolutionary party of the proletariat has steadily grown and steeled
itself in the crucible of armed revolution against armed counterrevo-
lution.

The emergence of the US-Marcos dictatorship has only served to
show the utter bankruptcy of imperialist and feudal rule and to under-
score the fact that the Communist Party of the Philippines is the party
that is most prepared and most capable to lead the broad masses of
the Filipino people in the life-and-death struggle for national freedom
and democracy.

As the party enters its fifth year since its reestablishment, it has to
fight ever more vigorously and ever more militantly against a fascist
dictatorship that knows no bounds for its puppetry, brutality, corruption
and mendacity. A new and higher level of revolutionary struggle has
come about; conditions for waging armed revolution against armed
counterrevolution are more than ever excellent. The widespread
criminal abuses of the fascist dictatorship have not cowed the people
but have roused them to exert greater revolutionary efforts along the
course charted by the Party and the proletariat.

The Party Develops the Marxist-Leninist
Standpoint, Viewpoint and Method

Because it is firmly founded on the theoretical basis of
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, the Communist Party of
the Philippines is bound to outlast the US-Marcos dictatorship. Under
the impact of the revolutionary movement resolutely led by the Party,
the US-Marcos dictatorship is bound to be swept away into the dustbin
of history. This fascist dictatorship is a mere passing phase in the evil
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career of US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. On the
other hand, the Party shall live on as the revolutionary leader in the
national democratic and socialist stages of the Philippine revolution.

The determination of the Filipino people to achieve national freedom
and democracy is most concentrated in our Party which, acting as
the most advanced detachment of the proletariat, constantly strives
to apply the theory of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought on the
concrete practice of the Philippine revolution. Among Party cadres
and members, the works of Marx, Engels, Stalin and Mao Zedong are
disseminated, read and studied in order to shed light on the Philippine
revolution and develop the Marxist-Leninist standpoint, viewpoint and
method.

The scientific teachings of Marxism-Leninism are the reservoir of
revolutionary strength for the Party and the people. As the Philippine
revolutionary struggle intensifies, the persistent struggle of the Party
against modern revisionism, purveyed by the Soviet social-imperialists
and the Lava revisionist renegades, is serving well the cause of na-
tional freedom and democracy. The Party remains firm in striving to
fulfil its central task of overthrowing the reactionary state and can more
easily than before its reestablishment avoid the pitfalls of subjectivism,
either in the form of dogmatism or empiricism.

The Central Committee has always taken the lead in the Party in
giving a national form to Marxism-Leninism. It has issued comprehen-
sive and concrete analyses of Philippine society and revolution. It has
not allowed a single major national issue or problem to pass without
concrete analysis and without expression of a definite political stand.
It has issued timely statements against the puppet and comprador-
landlord US-Marcos dictatorship, exposing its fascist character and
defining the current tasks of the Party.

The plan to provide Party members and candidate-members with
primary education on Marxist-Leninist principles and on the Philippine
society and revolution is well fulfiled. The Central Committee and the
regional committees are working hard to carry out the intermediate
and advanced courses of study. In line with their Marxist-Leninist
education, Party cadres and members at every level and in every unit
of work sum up their work on a regular and timely basis. Criticism and
self-criticism is carried out in order to rectify errors, improve the style
of work and raise the level of work.
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The Party Maintains Its Political Leadership
in the Revolutionary Struggle

The Communist Party of the Philippines has asserted its leader-
ship in the Philippine revolution by correctly setting and pursuing
the general line of the people’s democratic revolution against US
imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. It draws strength
from the revolutionary armed struggle that it is indefatigably waging
in the countryside and from the national united front that it is patiently
developing. Having a full grasp of the correct political program, the
Party can avoid major errors of policy, such as Right opportunism and
“Left” opportunism, or rectify them whenever they occur.

The New People’'s Army is the Party’s principal instrument for
bringing together the proletariat and the peasantry, for carrying out
the agrarian revolution, for building mass organizations in the coun-
tryside and for establishing local people’s government in preparation
for nationwide seizure of political power. It has been steeled by perse-
vering revolutionary struggle against fascist counterrevolution. It has
not only preserved itself against military “task forces,” the suspension
of the writ of habeas corpus and now the declaration of martial rule
and the advent of a full-fledged fascist dictatorship but has continued
to advance and wipe out enemy forces in ever increasing numbers.

The New People’s Army has wiped out landlord despots, including
incorrigible bad elements, and several thousands of enemy troops
since 1969. Since the formal declaration of martial rule, it has wiped
out enemy troops at an accelerated rate far exceeding any previous
rate and on a rapidly expanding scale. More guerrilla base areas
and guerrilla zones are arising in every major region of the country.
Furthermore, the Mindanao national minorities are now politically and
militarily coordinating with the Party and the New People’s Army. But
what is most fearsome to the enemy is that the Party has provided
the New People’s Army and the peasant masses the Revolutionary
Guide to Land Reform in order to systematize, expand and intensify
the agrarian revolution and fulfil the main content of the people’s
democratic revolution. The land reform hoax of the US-Marcos dic-
tatorship is bound to go the way of all such hoaxes in the past in the
face of the agrarian revolution.

The political and economic crisis of the ruling system has become
so grave that the US-Marcos dictatorship has been set up to oppose
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the rising tide of the revolutionary movement. This fascist dictator-
ship is in line with the “Nixon doctrine” and is specifically calculated
to retain and enlarge US imperialist and comprador-landlord interests
in the country. The Marcos constitution rammed through the 1971-72
reactionary constitutional convention reflects the malevolent schemes
of the US imperialists and their most rabid running dogs. The new turn
of events in the Philippines demonstrates the common bankruptcy of
the fascists, revisionists and various stripes of reformists who have
harped on the line that the “new constitution” is the “last hope of the
people.”

In the present situation, the national united front is expanding rap-
idly as a result of the wanton assaults of the US-Marcos dictatorship
on the broad masses of the proletariat, peasantry, the urban petty
bourgeoisie and the national bourgeoisie. Among those assaulted are
also the Liberal Party, certain sections of the Nacionalistas, the over-
whelming majority of the legal press, the national minorities and others
who have opposed the flagrant abuses of the US-Marcos clique. The
fascist dictatorship has in effect isolated itself from the broad masses
of the people and at the same time aggravated its violent conflicts
even with other reactionaries. The imposition of the present fascist
rule is the culmination of the second Plaza Miranda massacre and all
other massacres perpetrated by the US-Marcos clique.

The Party is enthusiastically bringing together all democratic class-
es, groups and personages in a broad national united front against the
US-Marcos dictatorship. The most solid expression of this united front
is the establishment of local organs of political power in countryside.
The barrio revolutionary committees and barrio organizing committee
being built in guerrilla base areas and guerrilla zones, respectively,
serve as the basis for the development of the national united front
and the people’s democratic government. Having revolutionary fore-
sight, the Party has seen fit to put these committees in their proper
context by issuing the Guide for Establishing the People’s Democratic
Government.

In the cities, the Party is also actively striving to bring together a
broad range of allies who look forward to a coalition government on a
nationwide scale and who are at any rate contributing what they can
to the revolutionary armed struggle in the countryside. Despite enemy
assaults, the workers’ revolutionary movement and the cultural revolu-
tion continue to advance. The many democratic mass organizations,
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especially those in factories, schools, communities and offices, have
gone underground. But they continue to conduct mass work and ef-
fective propaganda against the US-Marcos dictatorship. At the same
time, so many mass activists who are in the blacklist of the enemy
have been integrated into the New People’s Army.

Party Members Are Drawn from the Ranks of the Revolutionary Masses

The Party continues to draw its members and candidate-members
from the ranks of Red fighters and activists in the mass organizations
and localities. The Party has a broad mass character. Its cadres and
members are tested revolutionaries with the capability of leading
large numbers of masses. Furthermore, the Central Committee has
during the last two years been quite successful in deploying cadres
to all major regions of the country and in creating provisional and
duly elected regional committees which have in turn created Party
branches and groups in units of the New People’s Army, localities
and mass organizations.

Largely due to its correct ideological and political line, the Party
has been able to develop its present organizational strength. It has
now a few thousands of Party members and candidate-members. But
this number is still small in relation to the gigantic tasks at hand and
ahead. Many functions are still crying for more revolutionary cadres.
As a matter of fact, most members of the Central Committee are tied
down to regional work. Because of the infancy of the Party, violations
of democratic centralism and sectarianism do occur at certain levels
and in certain areas. However, these mistakes are being vigorously
counteracted by the Central Committee and the whole Party.

Since last year’s suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, efforts
have been intensified to develop the revolutionary underground on an
extensive scale. Thus, upon the imposition of martial rule, the Party
has been able to avoid the crushing blows of the enemy. It now func-
tions as the core of a much-expanded underground. However, there
is a continuing need to develop the underground and the system of
communications between the Party center and the regions and within
the regions. The enemy is hell-bent on employing its superior system
of communications to its advantage and to deliberately trying to cut
off one area from another. So far, we have been able to counteract
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his tactics and circumvent or penetrate his blockades. We are also
determined to disrupt his system of communications.

Every unit of the Party and also every unit under Party leadership
should strive for self-reliance. Also, the style of hard struggle and
simple living should characterize all Party cadres and members while
they exert all efforts to improve the people’s livelihood by carrying
out the agrarian revolution, the workers’ strike movement and other
like struggles. The Party should see to it that the people’s democratic
government and the people’s army are supported not only through
contributions, taxes and confiscations but also through productive
activities.

The Philippine Revolutionary Struggle
Enjoys the Support of the World’s Peoples

The revolutionary struggle led by the Communist Party of the
Philippines is immensely supported by the great achievements of the
Chinese people in socialist revolution and socialist construction, the
victorious advance of the Indochinese people against US imperialism,
the revolutionary struggles of all other Southeast Asian peoples and
the revolutionary unity of the Chinese, Japanese, Korean and other
peoples of Asia against US imperialism and Japanese militarism.

The revolutionary struggles of the Palestinian and Arab peoples
against Israeli Zionism and the two superpowers; of the African peo-
ples against colonialism, neocolonialism and racial discrimination; of
the Latin-American peoples against US imperialism; of the Eastern
European peoples against Soviet social-imperialism; of middle-sized
and small countries against big-power chauvinism and nuclear black-
mail; and of all working people in capitalist countries also constitute
powerful support to the Philippine revolution.

The revolutionary struggles and victories of the peoples of the
world have drastically weakened the imperialist countries to the core
and lessened the area for unhindered imperialist exploitation and
oppression. US imperialism is increasingly finding itself hemmed in
and in contradiction even with its own capitalist kindred, like Japan,
Western Europe and the Soviet Union. Suffering serious setbacks all
over the world, US imperialism is increasingly unable to cover up its
deep-seated contradictions with the America proletariat and people.
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The revolutionary mass movement in the United States is steadily
gaining ground.

Marxist-Leninist parties and organizations the world over are in-
creasing in number and raising their fighting prowess. They serve as
the guarantee for the advance of the world proletarian revolution. They
lead the peoples of various countries in a resolute struggle against
imperialism, modern revisionism and all reaction.

The Communist Party of the Philippines is determined to lead the
Philippine revolution from victory to victory. It is exerting all efforts to
arouse and mobilize the Filipino people, achieve the people’s demo-
cratic revolution against US imperialism and its local running dogs
and fulfil its share in the liberation of mankind from the scourge of
imperialism.

Long live the Communist Party of the Philippines!

Long live Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought!

Unite to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship!

Fight for national freedom and democracy!

Expand and intensify the revolutionary armed struggle!

Be resolute, fear no sacrifice and surmount every difficulty to win
victory!

Down with US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism!

Long live the Philippine revolution!

Long live the Filipino people!

L. S ¢
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Statement of the CPP on the Latest
Fascist Proclamations and the “Citizens’
Assemblies”

First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, January 22, 1973.

The Communist Party of the Philippines, in representation of the true
national and democratic interests of the broad masses of the Filipino
people, condemns Proclamations No. 1102, No. 1103 and No. 1104
high-handedly issued by the fascist dictator Marcos last January 17,
1973 to a two-hour “congress” flaunting the signboard “Kapulungan
ng mga Barangay.” These proclamations are a flimsy embellishment
of the US imperialist-instigated rightist coup d’etat on September 21,
1972 and a travesty of the people’s sovereignty.

The Party likewise condemns the false basis on which these procla-
mations have been issued. The “citizens’ assemblies” or “barangays”
that are claimed by the fascist dictatorship to have voted on ques-
tions pertinent to these proclamations from January 10 to 15, 1973
were imaginary in most parts of the country and rigged up in the few
places where they were actually held. The “results of voting” cited by
the fascist dictator are sheer fabrication.

Three More Fascist Proclamations

1. Proclamation No. 1102 announces the “ratification” of the Marcos
constitution. While recognizing the difference between the “citizens’
assemblies” and the plebiscite demanded by the 1935 constitution,
this proclamation arbitrarily and self-contradictorily considers or in-
terprets the two as equivalent to each other, with one being able to
replace the other.

By the twist of a phrase, the fascist dictator has taken it upon him-
self to “ratify” a constitution whose most decisive and most abhorrent
articles and provisions (Article XIV and Article XVII) promote the
interests of US imperialism and a particular pack of its running dogs
headed by himself.

This constitution licenses Marcos alone to remain in power in-
definitely and to wield absolute authority over the entire reactionary
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government. All the unjust proclamations, general orders, decrees and
instructions, including those which are still to be made and of which
the people cannot as yet be aware, are approved by this constitution
(specifically by its Section 3, Article XVII).

Acting according to his own proclamation, Marcos pronounce to the
“Kapulungan ng mga Barangay” the effectivity of the “new constitu-
tion” and consequently the non-effectivity of the 1935 constitution as
of 12 o’clock noon of January 17, 1973. All officials and employees of
the reactionary government are now supposed to be able to remain in
office only with the indulgence of the fascist dictator, irrespective of
their claims to elective or civil service status. Both houses of Congress
have been dissolved automatically and the Supreme Court is bound to
become even more subservient to him who has the power to replace
the incumbent justices and put in five new appointees.

Marcos seeks to tack the label of “constitutional authoritarianism” on
the fascist counterrevolution which he has launched. Whichever way
the fascist dictatorship calls itself, it cannot hide its ugly malicious face.
The fascist dictator has been able to abuse the 1935 constitution; and,
it is now far easier for him to manipulate a constitution expressedly
designed to allow the most wanton abuses against the people. But,
let it be stated over and over that despotism gains no right to reign
forever by simply waving a scrap of paper of its own making.

2. Proclamation No. 1103 declares that the “interim national as-
sembly” provided for in Article XVII (Transitory Provisions) of the
“new constitution” be not convened. This proclamation shows that
the fascist dictator can manipulate at will any kind of constitution.
While he claims that the “new constitution” has been “ratified,” he can
whimsically decide to nullify any part of it which he thinks is liable to
put his rule under question. By his twisted logic, the prior provision
that the “interim national assembly” shall exist immediately upon the
“ratification” of the “new constitution” (Section I, Article XVII). More
precisely, he inverts a subsidiary provision to assail a prior provision.
He is obviously afraid that in the “interim national assembly” there
shall still be formidable groups and elements who shall stand up to
expose and denounce his unjust rule though the “new constitution”
clearly makes the “interim national assembly” nothing more than a
rubber stamp for him.

It is starkly clear that the political upstarts and political has-beens
in the 1971-1972 reactionary constitutional convention, who have
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obviously expected to share power and loot with the fascist dictator,
do not count much in his despotic calculations. The fascist dictator
himself has pretentiously pointed to the “interim national assembly” as
the most objectionable part of the “new constitution” in an attempt to
obscure the fact that what is most objectionable is the very essence
of the “entire new constitution,” which endorses a fascist dictatorship
subservient to US imperialism.

The ambition of the fascist dictator is to remain in power indefi-
nitely, at least seven years or even longer as indicated by the question
raised before the “citizens’ assemblies” regarding the suspension of
the 1973 elections. He has the megalomaniac illusions of a Thieu,
Pak, Suharto, Jiang and all the other despots for whom he has openly
expressed admiration only lately after several years of masquerading
as a “libertarian.” The freezing of the “interim national assembly” is
one more hedge of the fascist dictator against the lesser reactionar-
ies of the moment.

Among the senators, congressmen, and constitutional convention
delegates, who have hoped to be in the “interim national assembly,”
it should now be clear that the chicanery of Marcos can make comic
victims of them only because he can flaunt the reactionary armed
forces. The fascist counterrevolution is an armed undertaking by a few.
It can be overthrown only through armed revolution by the masses.

3. Proclamation No. 1104 declares the continuation of martial law.
This proclamation is superfluous to Proclamation No. 1102 and No.
1103 which in turn are superfluous to Proclamation No. 1081 but it is
issued just the same by the fascist dictator obviously for the sake of
emphasis. As early as January 7, 1973, the fascist dictator ordered
the “restoration” of the full effects of martial law, after pretending to
allow “free discussion and debate” in preparation for a “plebiscite.”
What Marcos seeks to emphasize is his determination to remain in
power by sheer armed force. It is idle to ever hope that “normalcy”
would return by submitting to his arbitrary act.

The “Citizens’ Assemblies”—A Farce

The “citizens’ assemblies” or “barangays” are a unilateral concoction
of the fascist dictator, issuing decrees from above. These were “cre-
ated” by Presidential Decree No. 86 dated December 31, 1972. The
first public impression deliberately made about these by the Marcos
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press was that they were going to be an instrument for an “opinion
survey,” not a “referendum” or “plebiscite” which the fascist dictator
himself had explicitly announced would be either on February 19 or
March 5, 1973. Questions from above were thrown to them through
Presidential Decree No. 86-A dated January 5, 1973 (the first set of
five questions) and then Presidential Decree No. 86-B dated January
7, 1973 (the second set of six questions).

The questions can be summed up in the following manner: Should
not the “new constitution” be approved now, martial law continue,
Congress be dissolved, the “interim national assembly” be not con-
vened, and elections be postponed for seven years or more so that in
effect the fascist dictator shall be the sole political entity who has a
claim to being the first and final government authority for an indefinite
period of time?

The governors, mayors, barrio captains and city ward leaders were
under strict orders by the fascist dictatorship to go through the motions
of holding meetings in a few places from January 10 to 15 and finally
to submit on behalf of every barrio or the city district or ward within
their jurisdiction a notarized “certificate of results,” falsely showing
that an “assembly” had been held, attended by close to 100 percent
of the people that are fifteen years and above and voting on every
question in favor of the fascist dictatorship to the extent of 90 percent
to 100 percent.

In most places in the country, there were actually no “citizens’ as-
semblies” held. In the few places where they were held, attendance
was limited to a handful of persons as the masses knew that they
would not be able to express their views, they would be interminably
threatened and talked down to about the “new society” by the most
reactionary political bosses and that their votes would not really be
counted if these did not fit into the prefabricated “voting results.” The
“citizens’ assemblies” were undeniably within the confines of a fascist
fiat ordering the full enforcement of martial rule, and prohibiting the
least shade of criticism against the fascist dictatorship.

The main issue that ran through all the questions thrown to the “citi-
zens’ assemblies” is Marcos’ fascist usurpation of power in the service
of US imperialism and the local exploiting classes. Yet to discuss this
anywhere was to be guilty of being “ad hominem” and “divisive” and,
worse, of being “rumormonger,” subject to harsh punishment in line
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with the Marcos speech of January 7, 1973 and Presidential Decree
No. 90 (which is specifically against “rumormongering”).

Under the foregoing conditions, the “citizens’ assemblies” were
certainly in the iron vise of the fascist dictatorship. In addition, the
“final tabulation” of the “certificate of results” was in the charge of
Malacafiang alone. On the basis of such a “tabulation” that was not
subjected to public scrutiny or verification by reliable entities, Marcos
hurriedly announced before the “Kapulungan ng mga Barangay” that
31,298 out of 35,000 estimated “citizens’ assemblies” had been fully
accounted for as early as midnight of January 16, 1973 and that they
had voted to the extent of more than 95 percent in favor of the “new
constitution” and all related wishes of the fascist dictatorship.

It is an incredible feat for the fascist dictatorship to have collected
more than 30,000 “certificates of return” in the short span of six days
(including the days that the “citizens’ assemblies” were supposed to
be still meeting) and in a country with an extremely poor road system,
not to speak of the small isolated islands and wide areas where revo-
lutionary warfare is going on. It is an even more incredible feat for the
fascist dictatorship to have in so short a time tabulated and assessed
these “certificates” which corresponded to widely varied question-
naires, ranging from eleven or twelve questions to twenty-nine ques-
tions as Marcos himself would acknowledge, and which supposedly
also contained freely-worded opinions. The Marcos lie is too obvious.

Marcos claims that the country is in a “state of actual war” and
that martial rule is necessary because the “normal processes” of the
ruling system can no longer work. But in the same breath, he claims
that “citizens’ assemblies” of more than 15 million people have been
peacefully held in all 35,000 barrios, city districts and wards of the
country. All these inconsistencies lead to one consistent fact: that
the fascist dictatorship will use lies, together with armed force, to
perpetuate itself in power. After so many solid proofs of the chicanery
and treachery of the fascist dictator, it is sheer foolishness for anyone
to keep on hoping that “normalcy” would come through capitulation.

The Communist Party of the Philippines, leading the broad masses
of the Philippines, is certain and unequivocal about its course of action
against the US-Marcos dictatorship. Once more we call upon all those
who have been ruthlessly victimized by the US-Marcos dictatorship to
review our statement issued on October 1, 1972 for points of general
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and specific agreement and common action.? We entreat all political
leaders who are truly concerned about the destiny of the nation and
welfare of the people to join a national united front with the Party
against the common enemy.

We consider our allies as most earnest in fighting for national
freedom and democracy when they avail themselves of the following
courses of action. One is extending direct, substantial and continuous
support to the New People’s Army or the revolutionary mass organi-
zations. Another is forming and fielding in any province antifascist
guerrilla units which are independent of but cooperative with the New
People’s Army. Still another is calling on friends and relatives in the
reactionary armed forces to break away from the fascist dictatorship
and join the revolutionary armed struggle. All these courses of action
will lead to the breakup of the Marcos kingdom and further on to a
democratic coalition government.

The broad masses of the Filipino people are more than ever eager
to unite and overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship so that they will
in the end enjoy national freedom and democracy. The emergence of
full-fledged fascist dictatorship has served to hasten the armed revo-
lution. Never has there been better conditions for the rapid advance
of the Philippine revolution since the Japanese fascist occupation
of the country. Since its reestablishment four years ago under the
theoretical guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, the
Communist Party of the Philippines has assiduously prepared itself
for this development.

January 10, 1973

Appendix
Editor’s Note: Below is a verbatim copy of the mimeographed sheet
handed by Marcos hatchetmen to barrio captains and “barangay

leaders” as their guide for handling the six principal questions in the
“citizens’ assemblies.”

2 See “Overthrow the US-Marcos Dictatorship to Achieve National Freedom
and Democracy,” pages 5-43.-Editor
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On the Latest Fascist Proclamations and the “Citizens’ Assemblies”

For the Citizen’s Assembly
QUESTIONNAIRE

(1) Question - Do you approve of the Citizen’s Assembly as the
base of popular government to decide issues affecting our peo-
ple?

Answer - Yes, in order to broaden the base of citizen’s partici-
pation in Government.

(2) Question - Do you approve of the New Constitution?

Answer - Yes, but we do not want the Ad Interim Assembly to
be convoked. Or if it is to be convoked at all, it should not be
done until after at least seven (7) years from the approval of the
New Constitution by the Citizens’ Assemblies.

(3) Question - Do you want a plebiscite to be called to ratify the

New Constitution?
Answer - No need. The vote of the Citizens’ Assemblies should
already be considered the plebiscite on the New Constitution. If
the Citizen’s Assemblies approve of the New Constitution, then
the New Constitution should be deemed ratified.

(4) Question - Do you want to hold elections in November 1973 as
provided for under the 1935 Constitution?

Answer - No. We are sick and tired of too frequent elections.
We are fed up with politics, of the many debates and so much
expenses.

(5) Question - If the election in 1973 will not be held, when do you
want the next elections to be called?

Answer - Probably a period of at least seven (7) years morato-
rium on elections will be enough for stability to be established
in the country, for reform to take root and normalcy to return.

(6) Question - Do you want Martial Law to continue?

Answer - Yes. We want President Marcos to continue Martial
Law. We want him to exercise his powers with more authority.
We want him to be string and firm so that we can accomplish all
his reform programs and establish normalcy in the country. If all
other measures fail, we want along lines of the New Constitution
without the Ad Interim Assembly.

L. S ¢
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The ‘New Society’ Is in Peril—Marcos
First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, January 22, 1973.

The fascist dictator Marcos himself in his speech on January 7,
1973, summing up 100 days of the US-Marcos dictatorship and martial
rule, has acknowledged that his “new society” is in peril.

Indeed, the US-Marcos dictatorship has served only to hasten the
revolutionary flow. The broad masses of the people have come to
understand more than every the necessity of armed revolution and
have rallied more than ever to the cause of the national democratic
revolution since the Marcos rightist coup on September 21, 1972.

Contrary to the flamboyant lies of the Marcos propagandists, the
people clearly see the old evils of US imperialism, feudalism and bu-
reaucrat capitalism continuing to afflict Philippine society in an ever
more rapacious way. The criminal abuses and demagoguery of the
fascist dictatorship have engendered powerful resistance.

The flames of revolutionary armed struggle are raging in the north,
south and in between. Party cadres are spreading out and guerrilla
units are springing up all over the countryside. The enemy has suffered
unprecedentedly heavy losses in men and equipment in the hands of
the New People’s Army in Luzon, especially in Cagayan Valley, and
also in the hands of the national minorities in Mindanao. Armed strug-
gle is at their most intense in the provinces of Isabela, Quirino, Nueva
Vizcaya, Cagayan, Pampanga, Tarlac, Quezon, Camarines Sur, Albay,
Sorsogon, Cotabato, Lanao, Zamboanga, Sulu and Basilan.

With more and more of its troops having to be deployed in the prov-
inces, the fascist dictatorship is becoming panicky lest the armed city
partisans launch sudden punitive operations in the Manila-Rizal re-
gion. Even without these special operations happening yet to a signifi-
cant extent, the enemy is terribly afraid of resistance propaganda and
the vocal antifascist denunciations by the people in the urban areas.

In the malevolent spirit of reprisal, the fascist dictator has an-
nounced once more that the full force of martial law is to be applied,
ending a brief pretense about “free discussion and debate” on the
Marcos constitution. He has become so terrified by the mere rustling
of leaves in the winds and so haunted by his own shadow that he has
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issued Presidential Decree No. 90 raising “rumormongering” to the
level of a major political crime.

At a time of unbridled white terror, “citizens’ assemblies” have
been created mostly on paper by Presidential Decree No. 86 in order
to give imaginary support to “tabulations of votes” prefabricated in
Malacafiang. These are calculated to “ratify” the “new constitution”;
and endorse the continued reign of US imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat capitalism, along with Marcos’ autocratic ambition to stay
in power for seven years or more.

The 100-day record of the fascist dictatorship shows that its “new
society” is the old society gone ever more tyrannical, corrupt, bankrupt
and deceptive. It is relevant to review the “seven areas of priority” of
the fascist dictatorship.

1. On “Peace and Order”

The fascist dictatorship, an offspring of the “Nixon Doctrine,” has
been the biggest political crime in the country and has wrought havoc
on the lives of the Filipino people. It has come into existence through
such brutal measures as the terroristic bombings, kidnappings, mass
arrests, mass detention, zoning, forced fake surrenders, mass evacu-
ations, massacres, abusive checkpoints and torture and harassment
of people who resist or who are most likely to resist it by word or by
deed. These are by no means the manifestations of the “humane and
forgiving” character of “martial law Philippine style.” These are the
standard tricks of fascist dictatorship.

Martial rule has spawned the most scandalous crimes for the pur-
pose of keeping the fascist dictator in power and for enlarging his
personal wealth. For instance, the press monopoly gained by Marcos
through the closure at gunpoint of the mass media not owned by him
is an unmitigated form of robbery. The fascist military has in this man-
ner expanded his capital assets in a wide range of businesses. Taking
the cue from their own masters, officers and men of the reactionary
armed forces have taken advantage of martial rule to commit the most
wanton crimes, including blackmail and extortion, robbery, murder,
torture, rape and bribe-taking in connection with military clearances.

Crimes will keep on arising with ever greater virulence in a
semicolonial and semifeudal society like that of the Philippines. As
a matter of fact, fascist dictatorship is the most imposing of these
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crimes. The “peace and order” situation now is far worse than be-
fore. Multifarious crimes are being committed by the fascist officials
in the reactionary government and the people are in so many ways
constrained from complaining openly against them. The victims are
always liable to be denounced as “rumormongers.”

Under the present conditions, the people have no alternative but to
join the resistance movement. Thus, the revolutionary armed struggle
has spread and intensified throughout the archipelago. In his attempt to
monopolize power, the fascist dictator has aggravated violent contra-
dictions even within the ranks of the reactionaries. His rivals for politi-
cal power within the ruling system have barely started to move against
him in the most efficacious manner, such as developing rebel groups
within the reactionary armed forces, fielding their own guerrilla units
and drawing away local governments from the fascist dictatorship.

It is not true that private armies and crime syndicates have been
broken up and that the unregistered firearms of both Marcos’ friends
and enemies have been surrendered. The yearend claim of the Philip-
pine Constabulary that it has collected 482,284 firearms (sometimes
claimed to be more than 700,000) and 1,300,000 rounds of ammuni-
tions is evidently a careless lie when it is considered that every gun
supposedly surrendered had only two to three bullets. Most of the
firearms actually collected are registered ones of anti-Marcos corpora-
tions and individuals and stocks of commercial gun stores. However,
even the homemade shotguns of the people in frontier areas have
been confiscated, thus they have been deprived of the means to hunt
and to ward off cattle rustlers and other bad elements. Anticipating
the growth of armed resistance, the fascist dictatorship intends to use
the arms collected to attack the people further.

2. On Land Reform

The “land reform program” of the fascist dictatorship is nothing more
than a scheme to make fun of the tenant masses with the silly offer
that they can own a piece of land if they pay for it at a price higher than
its “current fair market value.” As dictated by Presidential Decree No.
27, this prices is easily three times higher than the “current fair market
value” of land. Poor and lower-middle peasants simply cannot save
even one of fifteen yearly installments on the price. Even upper-middle
peasants cannot be certain of keeping up with the yearly payments.
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Itis the obsession of the big landlord Marcos to protect the landlord
class and to suppress the landless tillers who rise up to acquire their
share of land free through the agrarian revolution. That is why the re-
actionary armed forces are deployed and concentrated in areas where
the New People’s Army has taken roots among the peasant masses.
The fascist dictatorship is extremely afraid of the Party’s Revolutionary
Guide to Land Reform which is now leading the way for the oppressed
tillers to acquire their share of land rent.

Wherever the peasant masses have not yet stirred, the fascist
dictatorship does not even pretend to be concerned one way or the
other about land reform. There they are left to continue suffering in the
hands of the landlords, the landgrabbers, the merchant-usurers, the
fake cooperatives, the bureaucrat-controlled farmers’ associations and
the bandits. Where there is already the Party and the New People’s
Army and the peasant masses have begun to stir, the fascist dictator-
ship unleashes its armed might against them, protects the landlord
class and then cooks up a scheme to offer land for sale or puts up
fake cooperatives that are under big landlord or big bureaucrat control.

3. On Economic Development

What economic development means to the fascist puppet dictator-
ship is the unbridled exploitation of the Filipino people by US imperial-
ism is assured of retaining and enlarging its $2.0 billion to $3.0 billion
assets in the country. The Marcos constitution approves its continued
enjoyment of “parity rights,” privilege of non-expropriation, unlimited
profit remittances, tax exemptions, priorities and other old and new
special privileges. The Philippines will continue to be a dumping
ground of manufactures, a source of cheap raw materials and a field
of investment for US imperialism, together with Japanese capitalism.

The reactionary government will continue to beg for onerous foreign
loans and to raise taxes only to build the “infrastructures” essentially
for foreign investors, the big compradors and the big landlords. At the
moment, the foreign debt of the Philippines has reached the level of
$2.4 billion. The internal public debt has surpassed the level of 8.0
billion. Under the policy of continuous devaluation or “floating rate,” the
peso has sunk to the level that one US dollar is equivalent to £7.40.
On the eve of martial rule, one US dollar was equivalent to £6.80.
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The economy has become utterly bankrupt. The imperialists remit
superprofits without let-up and at an accelerated rate. Only the big
compradors, big landlords and big bureaucrats are getting some share
of the imperialist loot. Prices keep on rising at an unprecedented rate
and causing untold suffering on the broad masses of the people. The
income of the toiling masses is daily pressed down to lower and lower
levels while the Marcos fascist gang becomes filthy rich in payment
for its unmitigated subservience to foreign monopolies.

Unemployment remains unchecked. Those who are employed daily
face the specter of mass layoffs and worsening wage conditions.
Martial rule has deprived them of the most basic trade union rights.
According to watered-down statistics of the Department of Labor,
the fascist dictatorship has so far directly caused the disemployment
of some 200,000 people in the government and outside. The fascist
dictatorship prates about “manpower training centers” but there are
no job opportunities. While he gets huge kickbacks from foreign
contractors, he goes as far as to offer now the scheme of employing
corvee labor and prison labor to push further his program of building
“infrastructures” for his foreign and feudal masters.

4. On the Development of Moral Values

The fascist dictator shamelessly puts himself up as a model of
virtue, a righteous crusader, high above his corrupt and bumbling ilk.
In fact, he stands unparalleled as the most vicious and greedy of the
reactionary politicians that has ever surfaced in the present puppet
republic. He is the biggest representative of what he himself calls the
“sick society.” Unbridled brutality, corruption and mendacity unsur-
passed by previous puppet regimes are the hallmark of his regime.

Massacres, assassinations, kidnappings and terror bombings have
been masterminded by Marcos himself in his mad ambition to put up
the fascist dictatorship. Through graft and corruption on a colossal
scale, this oligarch has amassed wealth that may now exceed the
holdings of the traditional big comprador families. As for his mendac-
ity, there is no need to elaborate on it as one has only to go over his
proclamations, general orders, decrees, instructions, and acts. The
fascist press daily churns out the most obvious lies that incense the
people.
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The Marcos-owned press (the Daily Express, Kanlaon Broadcasting
System, Radio Philippines Network, Expressweek, Focus and other
operating media also under the names of Marcos dummies) constitutes
in itself the expose of the most wanton kind of perversion. Its booming
business to the tune of hundreds of millions of pesos, at the expense
of those mass media closed by martial rule, is tantamount to large-
scale robbery. This signifies that the fascist dictator is interested not
only in protecting but also in expanding even more rapidly through
martial rule the wide range of property holdings he has amassed in
seven years of unbridled graft and corruption.

The repetitious call to “discipline” that the fascist regime makes
is nothing but a hypocritical call to submission to the worst evils that
have afflicted Philippine society. A government of threats and repris-
als for the benefit of US imperialism and the exploiting classes is
being run by the fascist dictator. This will in the end be overthrown by
the people. The revolutionary movement shall cleanse the country of
all the filth and disease spawned by US imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat capitalism.

5. On Government Reorganization

It is not really to purge the reactionary government of the “corrupt,
incompetent and ignorant” that a “government reorganization” is be-
ing conducted by the fascist dictatorship. It is being conducted with
the main purpose of removing all possible objectors to the Marcos
dictatorship within the ranks of civilian officials and employees, sav-
ing funds for increasing the troops and equipment of the reactionary
armed forces and increasing the scope of direct administration by the
fascist military.

The fascist dictatorship is bent on effecting mass layoffs. So far,
140,000 government employees have been laid off with the stigma
of being called “misfits” and certainly with no guarantee of being em-
ployed elsewhere. Within the executive branch, it is not only those in
appointive positions who face the daily threat of dismissal but also
those in elective positions. The fascist dictatorship has a plan to pursue
the logic of detaining some local elective officials to replacing them
and many more with military officers and others who are considered
more loyal to the fascist dictator. It maintains as the first principle that
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the fascist military, an antediluvian oaf, is the prime agent of “mod-
ernization” and “government efficiency.”

The abolition of Congress and nonconvocation of the “interim na-
tional assembly” are now held necessary by the fascist dictatorship
ostensibly to make government “less expensive” and “less divided.”
As a result of these, tens of thousands of employees in the legislative
branch will be thrown out of jobs. With regard to the judicial branch,
the fascist dictator seems satisfied that the “new constitution” allows
him to control it completely, from the Supreme Court down, and so
he seems to relent in thoroughly implementing his previous orders
threatening to replace all civilian courts with military courts.

6. On Educational Reforms

The basic principle in the “educational reforms” of the fascist dicta-
torship is the serviceability of the cream of the youth to the interests
of the US monopolies and the big comprador firms. Thus, the recom-
mendations of the “Presidential Commission to Survey Philippine
Education,” a body masterminded and financed by the World Bank and
the Ford Foundation, are going to be implemented. The educational
system will be increasingly tied down to projects requiring foreign
loans from such US imperialist agencies as the World Bank and the
International Development Association. Faculty and student training
as well as the curricula and study materials shall be more thoroughly
suited to the ideological and political dictates of US imperialism.

In schools all over the country, the ideas of national freedom and de-
mocracy are under strict censorship while the bankrupt ideas of puppet
fascism and anticommunism are being stressed officially. The fascist
dictatorship is doing everything it can to smash faculty unions and
students associations that fight for their political as well as economic
rights. Many of the political detainees are teachers, researchers and
students; many others have to go underground to avoid incarceration.
At the moment, the University of the Philippines and many schools all
over the country are virtually concentration camps, sealed by military
checkpoints and with enemy agents spying on teacher and student
activities. Right on campuses are military offices where the fascist
goons detain, interrogate and beat up teachers and students on mere
suspicion of “rumormongering.”
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7. On Social Services

A bankrupt regime that puts the utmost value on the fascist military
cannot be concerned with using limited resources for social services.
Itis in a vicious circle of its own making. As it assaults the people and
compels them to wage resistance, the fascist dictatorship has to go
on wasting its resources on troops, material and military operations.

During the July-August floods, only trickles of relief goods reached
a few of the millions of victims. Most of the relief goods fell into the
hands of officers and men of the reactionary armed forces for the use
of their own families and for blackmarketing purposes. In Mindanao
and the Cagayan Valley, in line with the proclamation of martial law,
hundreds of thousands of people have been forced by the reactionary
government to evacuate to the towns but they have not been provided
with any kind of relief. They have had to sell their personal belongings,
including their work animals, just to be able to eat and furthermore
they have had to submit themselves to extortions by the fascist troops.

All over the country, unlicensed peddlers are being forced to give
up their trade without any other alternative as a means of livelihood.
In urban areas, the slum dwellers are also being forced out of their
shanties and out of their means of livelihood nearby. Yet these urban
poor are not adequately provided with resettlement areas, relief and
alternative jobs. The fascist dictatorship is creating every condition
for starving the people.

Those who are employed see that the GSIS and SSS are bereft of
funds for their own benefit. The savings of the workingmen have gone
mostly to corporations owned by Marcos and his cronies. There can
be nothing much more to expect from ill-funded relief agencies, which
are also the milking cows of the bureaucrat capitalists.

In the light of the preceding statement of facts, the fascist dictator-
ship’s speech of January 7, 1973 is a pack of lies. The US-Marcos
dictatorship is in peril precisely because of its evil anti-national and
antidemocratic nature. Its downfall is a foregone conclusion.

Under the leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines, the
broad masses of the Filipino people are rallying to the great red ban-
ner of the people’s democratic revolution with ever greater vigor and
courage. The day is not far off that the US-Marcos dictatorship shall
be cast away into the dustbin of history. The New People’s Army under
the leadership of the Party is daily marching forward in a protracted
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people’s war that aims to rid the country of the scourge of US imperial-
ism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. The US-Marcos dictatorship

is nothing but a passing phase in the downward course of these evils.

* K %k
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Statement of the Communist Party
of the Philippines on the Agreement
Ending the War and Restoring Peace
in Vietnam

First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release No. 2, January 28, 1973.

We welcome the agreement on ending the war and restoring peace
in Vietnam signed by the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the Provi-
sional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam, the United States
and the Saigon puppet government on January 27, 1973 in Paris.

This agreement constitutes a great victory of the Vietnamese people
in their struggle for national liberation and national salvation against
US aggression. It reflects the futility of US intervention and aggres-
sion in Vietnam as well as reaffirms the 1954 Geneva Agreement so
callously sabotaged by US imperialism.

By virtue of their resolute revolutionary struggle, the Vietnamese
people have effectively and victoriously asserted their right to self-
determination. They have waged the most heroic battles and made the
most astounding sacrifices in fighting for their noble cause of liberation
the south, defending the north and reunifying their great Fatherland.

The inevitable result is that US imperialism is now obliged to cease
its aggressive actions against south and north Vietnam immediately,
withdraw its aggressor troops and dismantle its military bases within
sixty days, and perform other acts necessary for paving the way to
genuine peace in Vietnam and the whole of Indochina.

Moreover, US imperialism is now obliged to recognize the sacred
aspiration of the Vietnamese people to reunify their great Fatherland.
In this regard, it recognizes the temporary character of the demarca-
tion line at the 17th parallel and the existence within south Vietnam
of two administrations, two armies, two zones of control and three
political forces.

Henceforth, the people of south Vietnam as well as the entire peo-
ple of Vietnam should be truly left alone by US imperialism to settle
their own problems. The formation of the National Council for National
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Reconciliation and Concord is an appropriate initial step for the people
of south Vietnam to settle their own problems.

However, there should be utmost vigilance regarding the negative
attitude openly shown by the Saigon puppet government towards the
agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam. This
party to the agreement maintains a counterrevolutionary intransigence
based on the scheme of US imperialism to continue supplying it with
“unlimited economic aid” and “military equipment replacement.”

So long as US imperialism maintains military bases and troops
anywhere in Indochina and in neighboring countries, like the Philip-
pines, Thailand and other Asian countries, it is necessary for the
Vietnamese people to be always alert to its capacity and proclivity for
making trouble and disrupting world peace.

In the light of the agreement on ending the war and restoring peace
in Vietnam, the Viethamese people have entered a new stage in their
just revolutionary struggle. In this regard, they are assured of the un-
ceasing and unwavering revolutionary support of the anti-imperialist
peoples of the world, including the American people.

The revolutionary armed struggle of the Vietnamese people stands
as the most brilliant of its kind in recent history. It has profoundly
weakened the most virulent scourge of the world, that is US imperial-
ism, and has resoundingly demonstrated to the world that the people
of a small country can certainly defeat aggression by a big country, if
only they dare to rise in struggle, take up arms and grasp in their own
hands the destiny of their country.

The Filipino people are inspired by the heroic example of their
brother Vietnamese people. This brilliant inspiration is of acute sig-
nificance to us in the face of the emergence in the Philippines of a
fascist dictatorship that is shamelessly in the service of the world’s
common enemy, US imperialism.

Long live the Vietnamese revolution!

Long live the heroic Vietnamese people!

Long live the unbreakable unity of the Filipino people and the
Vietnamese people!
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Fourth Anniversary Statement
of the New People’s Army

First published in Ang Bayan, Special Release, March 29, 1973.

The New People’s Army celebrates today with boundless joy its fourth
anniversary since its establishment by the Communist Party of the
Philippines under the powerful illumination of Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Zedong Thought. Through the last four years, this army under the
absolute leadership of the Party has valiantly and victoriously fought
for the national and democratic interests of the Filipino people against
US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. It has brilliantly
proven itself to be the authentic, enduring and mighty sword of the peo-
ple in a protracted people’s war against foreign and feudal domination.

In desperate straits, US imperialism and the local diehard reac-
tionaries headed by the puppet chieftain Marcos have shamelessly
imposed barefaced fascist dictatorship on the broad masses of the
people. This fascist puppet dictatorship has more than ever made
the situation excellent for armed revolution, giving rise to a new and
higher level of the long-drawn revolutionary struggle of the Filipino
people. The national united front has greatly broadened and has be-
come ever more firmly anchored on the necessity of armed struggle.
The reactionaries themselves are at violent loggerheads and even the
most backward sections of the population are roused to the spectacle
of the ruling clique tearing to shreds every semblance of bourgeois
democratic process. The ruling system has hopelessly cracked up
from top to bottom. No amount of cloaking it as a “new society” will
conceal its bankrupt and decadent condition; it is unmitigatedly the
old society becoming ever more oppressive and exploitative.

Events since Proclamation No. 1081, underscored by the ramming
through of the Marcos-written constitution, have more than ever made
impertinent clowns out of the revisionist renegades and their likes
and have more than ever convinced the broad masses of the people
that only armed revolution can defeat armed counterrevolution. It is
beyond doubt that the New People’s Army, an army tempered through
persistent revolutionary struggle, is today the most reliable armed force
in the service of the broad masses of the people. The fascist puppet
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dictator Marcos himself has begrudgingly admitted that his military
task force and his suspension of the writ of habeas corpus have not
sufficed to quell the New People’s Army. But neither will martial rule
and fascist dictatorship stop the raging tide of the revolution. Terror
and more terror launched by the enemy can only serve to engender
resistance and more resistance by the people.

The Increasing Strength and Victories of the New People’s Army

Since March 29, 1969, the New People’s Army has increased its
regular fighting units 14-fold from a few guerrilla squads reorganized
from the old people’s army. There has been a sharp increase of full-
time squads by 75 percent from last year to the present. Regular forma-
tions now range in size from company to squad and are fully equipped
with modern automatic rifles like M-16s, M-14s, M-2s, BARs, M-79s
and a few cal. 0.30 machineguns and rocket launchers. In eight prov-
inces, most regular squads can easily be concentrated for platoon-size
operations. In four of the eight provinces, all platoons can be easily
concentrated for company-size operations. In two provinces, the New
People’s Army can launch even battalion-size operations, especially
in coordination with local guerrilla units armed with single-shot rifles:
shotguns, springfields, garands and carbines.

NPA areas of operation have increased from four provinces in 1969
to thirty-four provinces at present. Since last year, there has been a
sharp increase in the areas of operation from 18 to 34 provinces. It
is highly significant that 11 of the 16 provinces newly added to the
NPA areas of operation are in Mindanao. In all provinces where the
people’s army can be said to operate, there is at least one full-time
regular squad creating and linking together local guerrilla units and
militia units. Whereas local guerrilla units are armed mostly with
single-shot rifles, the more numerous militia units are armed mostly
with homemade handguns, knives, spears, bows and arrows and other
indigenous weapons. At present, the New People’s Army is developing
the explosives movement as a mass movement in the rural areas. In
due time, the production and employment of land mines and grenades
will become widespread and make the local guerrilla and militia units
a more powerful support for regular units of the people’s army.

The New People’s Army has raised high the banner of armed resist-
ance in the face of the Marcos rightist coup. According to a compilation
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of partial reports, 629 enemy troops and some 400 informers, local
tyrants and bad elements have been wiped out since last year. Close to
80 percent of enemy troop casualties were wiped out after the declara-
tion of martial law as the enemy armed forces tried to strike deep into
guerrilla base areas. During the first half of 1972, the New People’s
Army had stressed political-military training and consolidation work
among the barrio people, especially in northern Luzon and Central
Luzon. At any rate, the number of enemy troops annihilated during the
past year compares very well with the three preceding years, the entire
duration of which was marked by the annihilation of some 800 enemy
troops (exclusive of 900 informers, local tyrants and bad elements)
or an annual average of 266 enemy troops. One more strikingly new
development in NPA military operations against enemy troops is the
capture of a considerable number of arms and ammunition.

The New People’s Army in northern Luzon accounted for some 60
percent of enemy troops wiped out. From June to December 1972,
the hilly and heavily wooded barrios of at least 12 towns of Isabela,
five towns of Nueva Vizcaya, three towns of Quirino, three towns of
Cagayan, along the Sierra Madre and the mountainous barrios of three
towns of Ifugao and two towns of Bontoc on the Cordillera became
the graveyard of enemy troops. The most shattering defeat suffered
by the enemy was the nearly total extermination of the 5th Infantry
Battalion in San Mariano, Isabel in November 1972 where about 200
enemy troops were killed and wounded by the truckloads in a series
of skilfully executed ambushes and counterencirclements by NPA
platoon and company-size units.

Also within November 1972, several enemy platoons were wiped
out one by one in the town of San Guillermo, Echague and Tumauini
in Isabela; and Diffun and Maddela in Quirino. Prior to these, in June
and July of the same year, whole enemy platoons were wiped out in
two separate ambushes in Barrio Bannawag and Barrio Bacolod of
San Guillermo and Cauayan, Isabela, respectively. No less brilliant
than the successful ambushes that resulted in the death of enemy
troops, the capture of a relatively large amount of rifles and ammuni-
tion and the destruction of several enemy trucks, jeeps and commu-
nications equipment was the disarming of the 23-man PC-BSDU unit
of Dipacamo, San Guillermo, Isabela on November 20, 1972 without
a single shot being fired. A platoon of the people’s army in disguise
was able to enter the enemy camp in order to accomplish its objective.
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The enemy personnel were disarmed but were not harmed. The Red
fighters explained to them the hateful character of the fascist dictator-
ship in the service of US imperialism and the local exploiting classes.

Two unprecedentedly large campaigns of “encirclement and sup-
pression” have been launched by the enemy in the Cagayan Valley.
The first campaign was launched by Task Force “Saranay” during the
months of March to July involving some 3,000 troops. This “summer
offensive” of the enemy forces could not even locate the main forces
of the New People’s Army and small enemy units were repeatedly
struck when they least expected a blow. The second campaign was
launched jointly by Task Force “Saranay” and the newly formed Task
Force “Palanan” (composed of the First Infantry or “Tabak” Division)
under an overall Northeast Command starting July. At peak strength
from September to December, the number of enemy troops involved
in operations reached some 10,000. In September, the commander
of Task Force “Saranay” boasted to foreign newsmen that he would
clear the Cagayan Valley of the New People’s Army in sixty days. Af-
ter those sixty days, he had lost several captains and lieutenants in
the battlefield and he himself was on the way to being booted out of
his command. The New People’s Army was able to defeat the enemy
forces, despite their superior number and equipment, by striking at
their weakest spots and going through their wide gaps.

The area for the annihilation and disarming of single enemy troops
and squads by NPA regular squads and platoons as well as by local
guerrilla units and militia units has been greatly widened not only in
Northern Luzon, particularly Cagayan Valley and the mountain prov-
inces, but also elsewhere in Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, Western
Visayas, Eastern Visayas and Mindanao. Outside Northern Luzon, the
Red fighters of Central Luzon and Southern Luzon, particularly the
Bicol region, were responsible for wiping out the biggest number of
enemy troops, informers, local tyrants and bad elements. NPA armed
propaganda units and guerrilla squads are beginning to sprout in
Eastern Visayas and Western Visayas and are moving in a manner
commensurate to their strength. It is in Mindanao where these recently
emerged units and squads are rapidly gathering strength from the
ranks of settlers and national minorities and coordinating well with
large armed groups that have had prior existence under non-Party
leadership.
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In Central Luzon, the New People’s Army wiped out during the last
year some 188 enemy troops, local tyrants, informers and other bad
elements. In addition, it killed three US security officers, thus placing
at twenty-five the total number of US military personnel killed by the
New People’s Army during the last four years. This is a fair warning
to the US imperialists who have not remained satisfied with giving
enormous military supplies and military advice to their puppet troops.
In Northern Luzon, there has been a US communications platoon in
the field since last year. In Central Luzon, an entire US company has
been deployed for “civic action” at Botolan, Zambales.

The striking capability of the New People’s Army outside of North-
ern Luzon is well demonstrated by the annihilation of the Pampanga
PC provincial commander, together with 38 enemy troops at Porac,
Pampanga only this month and likewise the annihilation of the Cama-
rines Sur assistant provincial commander, together with nine enemy
troops last January. At the Porac encounter, the helicopter used by the
enemy was destroyed, thus increasing to seven the number of enemy
aircraft destroyed or seriously damaged by the people’s army since
1970. At the Iriga encounter, an enemy jeep was destroyed.

In the attempt to prevent the growth of the New People’s Army, the
reactionary government continues to put up the “barrio self-defense
units”"—the Philippine equivalent of the “strategic hamlets” in south
Vietnam. The New People’s Army regards these as no better than the
dispersal of enemy strength to which it has a flexible policy. It either
encircles and forces them to surrender, smashes those that are recal-
citrant, gives the signal to those who wish to join an NPA unit and who
punish individual criminals or lets them continue as means for knowing
the movements of the enemy. At any rate, the New People’s Army in
both Northern Luzon and Central Luzon has caused the dissolution of
scores of BSDUs and effected the turnover of enemy weapons, often
without firing a single shot.

The Political Work of the New People’s Army

Under the leadership of the proletariat and its Party, the New Peo-
ple’s Army has carried out extensive political work and has, therefore,
laid the ground work for the intensification of revolutionary armed
struggle. It has correctly put stress on mass work in the countryside.
The key points in mass work are carrying out the agrarian revolution
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and base building. The peasant masses have been aroused and
mobilized to support the New People’s Army in significantly large
areas of the country. This army now never runs short of heroic men
and women willing to bear arms. At the same time, people in large
numbers are well-organized under local organs of political power and
mass organizations.

The New People’s Army is determinedly carrying out a compre-
hensive program of land reform. The minimum goal of this program
is the reduction of land rent and interest rates. The maximum goal
is the confiscation of landlord property. These goals are achieved
step by step in the different regions where units of the New People’s
Army operate. The Party has given greater clarity to land reform work
upon its formulation and issuance of the Revolutionary Guide to Land
Reform. Thus, the agrarian revolution is now moving forward more
firmly than before.

Several hundreds of barrios and several hundreds of thousands
of people are now directly led by temporary as well as by stable lo-
cal organs of political power established mainly by the New People’s
Army. In the guerrilla zones are the barrio organizing committees. In
the guerrilla base areas are the barrio revolutionary committees. Both
these instruments of people’s government are supported by the mass
organizations of peasants, workers, youth, women, cultural activists,
children and others. With the militant support of the masses, the lo-
cal organs of political power perform such wide-ranging functions as
those involving organization, economy, defense, education and health.
Again the Party has given greater clarity to the task of building the lo-
cal organs of political power upon its formulation and issuance of the
Guide for Establishing the People’s Democratic Government.

On the basis of its militant political work, the New People’s Army
can move forward in the military field. The well consolidated guerrilla
base areas are the reliable starting point for the expansion and inten-
sification of the revolutionary armed struggle on a nationwide scale.
Thus, the US-Marcos dictatorship is extremely afraid of these. Even
while anticipating the emergence of guerrilla base areas and guerrilla
zones in many areas, it resorts to the most abhorrent tactics of terror
and deception. As a result, the ground for armed revolution throughout
the country has become fertile.

The fascist dictatorship’s policy of terror takes the most vicious
forms. In extensive parts of the Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, Bicol
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and Mindanao, it has repeatedly forced the inhabitants of mountainous
or hilly areas running into several hundreds of thousands to leave their
homes and unharvested crops for as long as two to five months in the
vile effort to make “free-fire zones.” Those who refuse to evacuate are
subject to massacre and indiscriminate bombings. At the evacuation
centers, however, no relief is provided to the evacuees who are instead
subjected to various forms of blackmail and extortion by the fascist
troops. Just to have their meals, evacuees are forced to sell their
meagre personal possessions and even their work animals. Learning
from the abuses of the fascist dictatorship, the people have become
more resolute in disobeying and opposing its orders.

The enemy is acting so blindly and wildly that in areas where there
are units of the New People’s Army or even where there are none it
has the style of hauling the personnel of the “barrio councils” and the
common barrio people to military camps, accusing them summarily
of supporting the New People’s Army and then picturing them in the
Marcos press as “surrenderees.” In rural areas as well as in urban
areas, it is the wont of fascist troops to falsely accuse people of be-
ing “subversives” and then forcing them to pay cash and valuables
under pain of indefinite detention at military stockades. Zoning and
checkpoints always result in wholesale looting and extortion as well
as humiliation, torture and rape by the assigned units of the reaction-
ary armed forces.

No one in the countryside is being deceived by the “land transfer”
hoax being played by the Marcos press monopoly. In certain limited
areas, “land transfer certificates” are being distributed by agents of the
reactionary government. But the peasants know very well that these
are nothing but filthy scraps of paper which merely state that, if they
want to own land, they must pay an exorbitant price for the landlord’s
land, which is a number of times higher than the going price of land
and which they can never afford. These scraps of paper merely serve
to underscore the fact that through the agrarian revolution the large
masses of landless tillers can have their land free without paying a
single centavo. The foul intent of enemy “civic action” is also obvious
to the masses; it is nothing more than a “psy-war” and spy operations
against them.

In urban areas, wholesale arrest and indefinite detention are the
fate of those who utter even the least criticism of Marcos. The fascist
authorities themselves have acknowledged the fact that before the end
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of 1972 they had already arrested and detained in military stockades
close to 10,000 people. Arbitrary arrests, zoning and barging under
various pretexts into homes, offices and even places of religious
worship are daily occurrences. Among the people who have been
arrested and detained without any formal charges at all are workers,
political leaders, leaders of mass organizations, journalists, teachers,
various professionals, religious leaders and so many others who are
merely suspected of opposing the fascist dictatorship. The most basic
of democratic rights are ruthlessly trampled upon. The attempt of the
fascist dictatorship to trammel civil liberties is so gross that heavy
penalties have been decreed even for private conversations critical of
the tyranny; for non-registration of mimeographing machines; and for
holding any meeting where the people can make peaceful petition con-
cerning wages, prices and other matters touching on their daily lives.

All the intimidation and terror unleashed by the fascist dictatorship
are calculated to serve the vilest interests and privileges of US im-
perialism and the Marcos fascist puppet clique. Under the fraudulent
Marcos constitution, US imperialism can preserve and expand all the
interests and privileges it has gained under “parity rights” under the
1935 constitution. The big compradors and big landlords also main-
tain their class privilege of playing assistants to the imperialists and
exploiting the people. Among the local reactionaries, however, it is
the Marcos fascist puppet clique that is most benefitted by the “new
society,” which is the new reign of greed and terror.

Aside from now monopolizing graft and corruption in the reaction-
ary government, the Marcos reactionary clique is wantonly using
brute force and blackmail in taking over for its private gain industrial
and commercial enterprises, landholdings and lines of business from
other local reactionaries as well as from the national bourgeoisie. At
the same time, the principal dogs in the clique are making huge de-
posits in foreign banks in anticipation of their own deposition within
the country. It is after these vile masters that the lesser fascists are
taking at every level of the present social order. For instance, there is
now thriving blackmarket in licenses, clearances and curfew passes
administered by lesser fascist officials.

The economic crisis of the ruling system is severe. The US and
Japanese monopoly capitalists are passing on to the colonies and
semicolonies, especially the Philippines, the crisis of the world
capitalist system. These imperialist vultures keep on increasing
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their superprofits from their direct investment loans, low-price pur-
chase of raw materials and high-price sale of their products. The big
compradors and big landlords are making sure that while they share in
the profits with their foreign masters it must be the toiling masses and
workers who must be robbed of their sweat and blood. The people’s
income is always pressed down while the cost of living is always rising
steeply. The fascist dictatorship keeps on loading the broad masses
of the people with extremely high and proliferating taxes even only to
maintain its civil bureaucratic operations and pay its foreign debts. Yet
itis hell-bent on enlarging the troops and equipment of the reactionary
armed forces in the false hope of preserving itself by sheer armed
force against the people’s will.

Subjected to worse political oppression and economic exploitation,
the toiling masses of workers and peasants are rallying to the revolu-
tionary calls of the Communist Party of the Philippines and the New
People’s Army. Though the people’s army unlike the enemy does not
have a ready pool of modern weapons to distribute, large masses of
workers and peasants are insisting on becoming Red fighters even if
they were to bear bolos, homemade hand grenades and other more
easily available weapons. They point out correctly that the modern
weapons can be seized from the enemy. The youth, including those of
urban petty-bourgeois origin, are also among those eager to join the
New People’s Army. Thus, there is a rapid enlargement of the scale
of people’s war.

On the basis of the great fundamental alliance of the proletariat
and the peasantry, the Party together with the New People’s Army
are steadfastly developing the national united front of all democratic
classes, strata and groups. The proletariat, peasantry, urban petty
bourgeoisie and national bourgeoisie have a common cause. The com-
mon cause is to overthrow the US-Marcos dictatorship and reestablish
the democratic rights of the people. The various components of the
national united front can look forward to the establishment of a coalition
government characterized by national unity, democracy and peace.

A national antifascist unity is now rapidly growing where in previ-
ous times the people were merely divided into conservative political
parties, religious sects and the like. The broad masses of the people
are profoundly incensed by the shameless anti-national and antidemo-
cratic policies and actions of the fascist dictatorship. The revolutionary
resistance in Luzon is consciously coordinated with the revolutionary
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resistance in the outer islands, especially in Mindanao. It is only a
matter of time that more leaders of various groups will take a more
active part in the armed resistance.

The setting up of the US-Marcos dictatorship in the Philippines is
a sign of weakness rather than a sign of strength. It has been caused
by an unprecedentedly grave political and economic crisis of the rul-
ing system. Itis a crisis in the backwash of the political and economic
crisis of imperialism, particularly US imperialism. In the long run, the
present fascist dictatorship will not be able to get enough propping
from US imperialism for its self-perpetuation. It is bound to fall. It is
a hopeless, rash and isolated enterprise from the beginning. What it
has merely succeeded to do is to provoke a chain of events beyond
its control, a chain of events drastically changing the manner in which
the reactionaries themselves fight out their political differences and
thereby widening the road for the armed revolution of the masses to
defeat the armed counterrevolution of the few privileged puppets of
imperialism.

US imperialism has been weakened to the core by the Vietham war.
After the Paris agreement ending the war and restoring peace in Viet-
nam, US imperialism is profoundly weaker now than in any previous
stage of its history. The socialist countries led by the People’s Republic
of China are irrepressibly advancing in their socialist revolution and
socialist construction and are increasingly in a better position to give
support to the anti-imperialist struggle in other parts of the world. The
people’s revolutionary movements, especially in Asia, Africa and Latin
America, as well as demands for independence by various countries
are continually cutting down the imperialist domain. In many areas,
the US imperialists and the Soviet social-imperialists are also push-
ing each other out. Among themselves, the imperialist countries are
wrangling more and more as borne out by the current world capitalist
trade and monetary crisis.

The Resolute Will of the New People’s Army to Win

The New People’s Army has a resolute will to win the struggle for
people’s democracy in the Philippines against US imperialism, feudal-
ism and bureaucrat capitalism now sharply concentrated on the phe-
nomenon that is the US-Marcos dictatorship. The Communist Party of
the Philippines, guided by Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought,
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is firmly providing this true army of the people the necessary leader-
ship and will to fight and win. The New People’s Army is duty-bound
by the people’s democratic interests to implement with militant fervor
all the Party directives issued since the imposition of martial rule and
the setting up of the fascist dictatorship.

More guerrilla zones and more guerrilla bases must be created
throughout the archipelago. The New People’s Army must advance
wave upon wave from where itis already in existence but it must at the
same time deploy single squads to far-flung areas where the people
are eager to have the initial spark of armed struggle in their midst. Itis
extremely important that all regional Party committees have taken firm
steps to intensify their efforts at building the army in their respective
areas. As the scale of the revolutionary armed struggle is enlarged,
the enemy shall concentrate on one or two strong points of the New
People’s Army always at the cost of losing wider areas elsewhere. The
development of revolutionary armed struggle in Luzon, the Visayas
and Mindanao is an urgent duty.

To develop the revolutionary armed struggle, the New People’s Army
must engage ever more vigorously in mass work, especially among
the peasant masses. Only thus can it have the support necessary for
isolating and destroying the enemy. Stress must be continuously put
on agrarian revolution and base building as the necessary correla-
tives of armed struggle. The Party weighs the success in the political
work of the army in terms of the quantity and quality of local organs
of political work and mass organizations created in the localities. All
efforts must be exerted to turn the backward barrios into advanced
political, military, economic and cultural bastions of the people’s
democratic revolution.

The New People’s Army must work well with and fight side by side
with all those who are opposed to the US-Marcos dictatorship. It must
apply the Party’s policy of the national united front, with the end in
view of arousing and mobilizing the people in their millions. As a result
of the Marcos rightist coup, the people in the urban and rural areas
irrespective of their previous political and religious affiliations are
eager to support and cooperate with the Party and the New People’s
Army in the general effort to overthrow the fascist dictatorship. Certain
contradictions will persist among allies but these can be worked out or
laid aside for the time being only for the sake of being able to deliver
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the deadliest blows against the common enemy. Allies are entitled to
independence and initiative in this regard.

At the core of the New People’s Army, the Party must be strength-
ened ideologically, politically and organizationally. Only in this manner
can the leadership of the Party over the army be guaranteed. There
must be a party group in every squad and a Party branch in every
platoon, where there is yet no company. As soon as the company is
established, the Party branch is based there. The Party within the New
People’s Army must also create Party branches in the localities on
the basis of the revolutionary mass movement. The creation of local
Party branches will guarantee the resolute support of the masses for
the New People’s Army now and in the long future.

As the revolutionary armed struggle develops vigorously, political-
military training must be carried out among the Red commanders and
fighters alike and must also be extended to the local guerrilla and
militia units. Basic political-military training must be made widespread,
while advanced military training must be effected immediately among
the Red commanders and political officers. By doing so, it will be easier
to build larger regular formations in the future. There shall be well-
instructed as well as well-experienced Red commanders and fighters
capable of performing bigger tasks and winning bigger victories. In
the day-to-day life of every army unit, democracy must be practised in
tackling problems in the political, military or economic spheres. Criti-
cism and self-criticism must be conducted whenever there are errors
or shortcomings to be rectified. In this manner, the New People’s Army
will become a more solid weapon against the enemy.

When an army unit, be it a squad or even the entire regional op-
erational command is under sustained or concentrated attack by an
enemy campaign of “encirclement and suppression,” it must be able
to preserve itself as well as make appropriate counterattacks against
the weakest points of the enemy even while it is temporarily cut off
from the Military Commission, which is in the meantime performing
practically all functions of the National Operational Command (whose
functionaries are assigned to different regions). Such a situation calls
for a strategy and tactics that is thoroughly considered and decided
on by the regional Party committee and the regional operational com-
mand. Self-reliance is also demanded in the material subsistence of
army units. Arduous struggle and simple living should be the perma-
nent style of all Red commanders and fighters.
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At all times, it is necessary to hate the enemy strategically but at
the same time it is necessary to take him seriously tactically. It is
wrong for anyone to either overestimate or underestimate the enemy.
Whenever there is any setback, every revolutionary must maintain his
confidence in the ultimate victory of the revolution; sum up, analyze
and draw lessons from the negative experience; and see the positive
aspects of the general situation. However, in achieving some victory,
one must avoid the pitfalls of conceit and overconfidence. One must
be modest and strive together with comrades for more victories.

Comrades who become martyrs of the revolution must be accorded
all honors as heroes of the people. The least we can do is to hold
memorial meetings whereby their virtues are cited for the inspiration
of all. When one falls into the hands of the enemy, one must remain
loyal to the revolutionary cause. Only then does one deserve con-
tinuing respect as a revolutionary. However, some who turn out to be
unworthy of being Red fighters must also be given their due. Every
revolutionary should be capable of understanding that there is nothing
in this world where the law of contradiction does not operate. In the
course of the revolutionary struggle, there are those who drop out from
the ranks of revolutionaries or who even turn against the great cause
of the people. But we can rest assured that the people will continue
to struggle and the ranks of revolutionaries will continue to increase
as we rectify errors and shortcomings and perform our tasks to the
best of our ability.

The New People’s Army maintains the correct view that only through
a protracted people’s war, applying the strategic principle of having
the countryside encircle the cities before the nationwide seizure of the
latter, can the people’s democratic revolution be won. Even to depose
the present fascist puppet dictatorship will take time and difficult strug-
gle; the people’s army cannot now singlehandedly do so overnight or
by a single stroke. However, it is possible that because of the rapid
growth of the revolutionary armed struggle US imperialism will take
the initiative of changing puppets at some future date. At any rate, in
the course of fighting the US-Marcos dictatorship, the New People’s
Army under the profound and far-seeing leadership of the Communist
Party of the Philippines shall have steadfastly multiplied its strength
to meet any further eventuality.

All Red commanders and fighters must exert all efforts towards
the eventual overthrow of the US-Marcos dictatorship. The utmost
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persistence, courage and militancy are demanded of them by the
broad masses of the people who are under extreme oppression and
exploitation by the US-Marcos clique. Though the enemy at first
sight appears terrifying and makes a lot of trouble, he is in fact in a
desperate and isolated position and is essentially rotten to the core.
In any just revolutionary struggle against a tyranny as vicious as that
of the US-Marcos dictatorship, there may be ups and downs but so
long as the revolutionaries persist, maintain their courage and work
indefatigably towards victory they will continue to advance and total
victory shall be theirs in the end.

Long live the New People’s Army!

Long live its great leader, the Communist Party of the Philippines!

Down with the US-Marcos dictatorship!

Long live the Philippine revolution!

Long live the Filipino people!

* kK
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Mindanao Guerrilla Fighters Wipe Out
Several Hundreds of Fascist Troops

First published in Ang Bayan, Vol. V, No. 1, April 10, 1973.

In the wake of the setting up of the fascist dictatorship, armed
resistance has expanded and intensified in Mindanao, especially
among the national minorities. According to partial reports reaching
Ang Bayan, several hundreds of fascist troops have been wiped out
in the provinces of Lanao, Cotabato, Sulu, Zamboanga, Bukidnon and
Davao between October 1972 and March 1973.

Within ten days following the declaration of martial law, Maguindanao
guerrilla fighters with the strength of one company or two companies
ignited the antifascist armed resistance in mainland Mindanao, par-
ticularly in Cotabato, by repeatedly using the tactic of besieging the
enemy to strike at the reinforcements. In this manner, a platoon-size
PC detachment at an isolated place would be annihilated or routed
and subsequently a platoon-size or company-size reinforcement would
also be ambushed and wiped out along the way.

On October 19 last year, concentrated units of the Tausug and Sa-
mal guerrilla fighters in company strength attacked and wiped out a
platoon-size PC patrol in the Tapul area in Luuk, Sulu. This signaled
the well-coordinated attacks against the enemy on land and by sea in
the islands of Sulu and Basilan and the Zamboanga provinces. Since
then, the enemy has been reeling from extreme inability to cope with
the armed resistance in Mindanao.

On October 21, it was the turn of the Maranao guerrilla fighters to
launch guerrilla fighters to launch a military operation against the en-
emy in Marawi City. They acted in battalion strength to take over Camp
Amai Pakpak, which is the PC command headquarters of Lanao del
Sur, and other strategic points like the Mindanao State University, the
airport, bridges and roads. A hundred guerrilla fighters wiped out the
platoon-size enemy outpost at Pantar Bridge and some 300 guerrilla
fighters wiped out at least 200 enemy troops at Camp Amai Pakpak.
A guerrilla detachment seized the radio station of the Mindanao State
University and broadcast in the name of the Mindanao Revolutionary
Council for Independence revolutionary statements calling on the
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national minorities and the poor settlers to unite and rise up in arms
against the US-Marcos dictatorship.

The attack on the PC headquarters was conducted in an exceed-
ingly ingenious manner. The main force of guerrilla fighters were able
to get into the enemy camp by pretending to have come to surrender
their arms in compliance with fascist orders for disarming the people.
At a given signal, the fascist troops were attacked from inside the
camp while guerrilla fighters outside the camp made sure that none
of the enemy would be able to flee unscathed.

After having sufficiently dealt with the enemy, the main force of the
Maranao guerrilla fighters made an orderly withdrawal but at the same
time left behind small detachments to cover its rear. A small guerrilla
unit was left behind at the airport in order to strike at incoming enemy
planes. This unit was subsequently able to harass airlifted enemy
reinforcements and withdraw safely on October 22.

The seizure of Marawi City and annihilation of hundreds of enemy
troops shook the fascist dictatorship to its base. This defeat of the
reactionary armed forces occurred just after the fascist dictator Marcos
appeared twice on television with some Mindanao political leaders and
boasted that because of martial rule the people of Mindanao had been
thoroughly subjugated. So embarrassed by a defeat so large that it
cannot be blacked out from the Marcos press monopoly, the fascist
dictatorship ordered the massacre of scores of civilians in Marawi City
and adjoining towns and barrios.

The Daily Express at first reported that the reactionary armed forces
were able to kill 13 “raiders”; then only a few days later it admitted
that 70 “raiders” were actually killed. The massacre of civilians was
perpetrated when the actual raiders had already completely withdrawn
in correct guerrilla style. Angered by the brutality of the enemy, the
heroic Maranao fighters decided to counteract the fascist units sent out
after them. As a result, only three out of 220 enemy troops survived
the guerrilla assaults in November in Lanao.

Between major assaults against the enemy, the Mindanao guer-
rilla fighters have continuously launched minor assaults which when
taken together constitute major assaults. On November 5, one unit of
Maguindanao guerrilla fighters wiped out a 15-man PC detachment
at Camp Parang in Cotabato even as another unit wiped out a smaller
number of enemy troops at Macarandag Bridge. During the first week
of December, Tausug guerrilla fighters repeatedly wiped out whole
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enemy platoons in Sulu and Basilan. These incidents are of the type
that frequently occur all over Mindanao.

The guerrilla fighters of Sulu have the distinction of bringing down
two sabre jets (F-86F) and one transport plane (C-47) and seriously
damaging one more fighter plane of undetermined make. This is the
answer of the guerrilla fighters of Mindanao to such flagrant abuses of
the enemy as forcing the people to evacuate their homes and unhar-
vested fields in order to create “free-fire zones” for air bombardments.
It is very likely that helicopters have also been destroyed by guerrilla
fighters in Mindanao.

To cover up its extreme inability to cope with the Mindanao situ-
ation, the fascist dictatorship has in a false gesture of benevolence
after malevolence offered to grant “amnesty” to guerrilla fighters in
Mindanao and to allow free movement and trade between Sulu and
other Mindanao islands on one side and Sabah on the other. The
guerrilla fighters have correctly responded to such enemy stratagem,
which is calculated to disarm and defeat them. Since the last week
of February this year, they have launched even more vigorous armed
resistance.

On March 5 alone, the towns of Managoy, Datu Pisug, Bagong
Bayan and Ampat-wang in Cotabato were taken over by Maguindanao
guerrilla fighters. In the process, fifty enemy troops and five officers
were confirmed dead. General Romeo Espino, chief of staff of the
reactionary armed forces, has indicated through the Marcos press
monopoly that the guerrilla fighters have taken over more than ten
towns of Cotabato.

As usual after every major offensive by the guerrilla fighters of
Mindanao, the fascist dictatorship resorts to some terror tactics and
then boast of having put the situation “under control.” The fascist
dictatorship has already deployed more than one-third of the reac-
tionary armed forces to Mindanao and placed them at the disposal of
the Central Mindanao Command and the Southwest Command. Not
satisfied with these, the fascist dictator Marcos is frenziedly trying to
organize local terror units whom he fondly calls the “kamagong.” He
is also dispatching tens of thousands of military trainees to Mindanao
at no salary and without guarantee for pension in case of maiming or
death for the unjust cause of the fascist dictatorship.

No matter how much military force is employed by the fascist
dictatorship, the people of Mindanao are determined to wage armed
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resistance and win victory. Both the national minorities and the poor
settlers are now moved to resist the enemy not because of religious
beliefs but because of their determination to protect their lands from
the big landgrabbers which include the US imperialists, the big com-
prador-landlords and the big bureaucrats. The Communist Party of the
Philippines is steadfastly counteracting the intrigues of the enemy and
uniting the national minorities and poor settlers under the principles
of self-determination and democracy.

The fascist dictatorship has presented itself as the common enemy
of the national minorities and the settler masses. It has madly tried to
create “peace and order” for the US and Japanese monopoly capital-
ists, the big comprador-landlords and the big bureaucrat capitalists
to seize lands for their plantations, logging, ranches, mines and other
enterprises. In the Sulu area, the enemy is doing everything foolish to
assure the US oil companies of possible sources of oil.

The people in the frontiers of Mindanao are holding on to their
arms and using them to repulse the enemy. They do so not because
of communal conflicts of a religious nature nor because their arms are
tokens of “manliness” as the fascist dictator Marcos would say. In any
frontier area, the gun is necessary for repulsing the landgrabbers and
bandits and for getting wild boar or deer from the forests.

By all indications, the various guerrilla units in Mindanao are waging
an excellent form of people’s war as they alternate in launching attacks
against the enemy and as they make the entire Central Mindanao
Command and Southwest Command go mad within the circle made
by the flames of armed resistance.

The armed resistance of Mindanao is an exceedingly important
support and a necessary correlative of the armed resistance in other
parts of the country. The reactionary armed forces are compelled to
split their strength between far south and far north, thus making way
for the people in-between, especially in the Visayas, to undertake
revolutionary armed struggle. The attempt of the enemy to concentrate
his forces in two directions, on both Northern Luzon and Mindanao,
and his repeated setbacks in both battlefronts continue to sap his
strength and morale.
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Marcos Press Monopoly
Set Up by Martial Rule

First published in Ang Bayan, Vol. V, No. 1, April 10, 1973.

Terrified by the revolutionary mass movement and the repeated
upsurges of the national democratic cultural revolution, the US-Marcos
clique on September 22 seized control of the mass media in a vile
attempt to wield these as instruments to deceive and intimidate the
people. In so doing, it managed to achieve one of the most pernicious
ambitions of the avaricious bureaucrat capitalist Marcos, that of putting
up his own business monopoly in mass media.

It will be recalled that, having secretly signed the papers declaring
martial law as early as September 17 (by his own admission on No-
vember 28 before the Philippine Historians Association), the fascist
dictator Marcos ordered the padlocking of all newspaper offices, radio
and television stations and telecommunications facilities except those
he owns or controls. On the night of September 22, fascist troops over-
ran not only the buildings housing these facilities but also the National
Press Club and the homes of publishers, editors and other media men
who had in the slightest manner criticized the fascist dictator Marcos.
A week after, only a few names of press people arrested were an-
nounced to the public by the Marcos media. Up to this date thousands
of people, including those from the press, remain in military prisons.

On the outrageous premise that mass media had “consciously or
unconsciously taken part in the conspiracy to overthrow the Govern-
ment,” the fascist dictator Marcos clamped down on them, and has
issued a series of arbitrary orders, including Proclamation No. 1081,
General Order No. 2, Letter of Instruction No. 1 and lately, Presiden-
tial Decree No. 36, all maliciously assailing the freedom of the press
and harming the economic interests of thousands of workers in major
metropolitan newspapers, television and radio stations.

Presidential Decree No. 36 is ostensibly a document intended
mainly to cancel “franchises, permits and authorizations granted for
the operation of radio, television and telecommunications facilities that
have remained unused by their holders after a reasonable length of
time, that they have violated the terms under which they were issued.”
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This decree further legalizes what had already been accomplished by
means of brute force five weeks before. The essence of Presidential
Decree No. 36, however, lies in its creation of a mass media council
designed to assure for the US-Marcos dictatorship continuing control
of all mass media. This mass media council will decide upon applica-
tions for permission to operate any newspaper, magazine, periodical
or publication of any kind, radio, television or telecommunications
facility, station or network. The decree stipulates that this council
should be “headed by the Secretary of Public Information as chair-
man, with the Secretary of National Defense as co-chairman, and one
representative from the mass media to be appointed by the President
as member, and with a secretariat to be headed by the chairman of
the Radio Control Board....”

On November 25, it was announced that appointments to the Mass
Media Council had been completed. However, the fascist dictator
Marcos took more than three weeks after the promulgation of Presi-
dential Decree No. 36 to designate a representative from the mass
media. It is significant that, aside from the fact that all appointees
without exception are loyal running dogs of the US-Marcos dictator-
ship, majority are either officially connected with the reactionary armed
forces or have functions connected with it, such as defense secretary
Enrile, home defense undersecretary Crisol who is the director of the
Council, and their various underlings. Moreover, the Council is rep-
resented in the provinces by the PC provincial commanders and PC
civil relations officers.

Having suppressed media owners by incarcerating them, robbing
them of their facilities and taking steps to make sure that they are
permanently silenced, the US-Marcos dictatorship is now applying
the carrot-and-stick method on disemployed media men. On the one
hand, it attempts to terrorize them by indefinitely detaining those it
had seized right after the declaration of martial law, by continuing to
arrest a wide range of critics, and by blacklisting others from possible
reemployment. On the other hand, the fascist dictatorship is rewarding
willing hacks with employment and substantial salaries and trying to
entice some of those who were thrown out of work because of martial
law by expanding its own newspapers, magazines, radio and television
networks and setting up a national and foreign news agency. Need-
less to say, the few who take such offers because they have to earn
a living are subjected to the strictest censorship.

128



Marcos Press Monopoly Set Up by Martial Rule

The number of media workers thrown out of their jobs by the
fascist dictatorship runs into several tens of thousands, possibly
50,000. These include ordinary reporters, printing workers, techni-
cians, agents, talents and a host of others. They have been left to
their own devices. Yet they cannot take other jobs without being able
to expunge their names from the fascist blacklist. The Marcos press
monopoly boasts of “rationalizing” the mass media business and re-
fuses to absorb the great mass of media workers arbitrarily removed
from their jobs.

What has gained the fascist dictator Marcos enemies even among
the reactionaries is the glaring fact that he has utilized his absolute
power to corner the advertising market (estimated by the Far Eastern
Economic Review at 250 million for the first year alone) and to turn
the mass media into a business monopoly of his own. Such greed
can be described in very clear terms by going into the history of the
Daily Express, Kanlaon Broadcasting System (KBS) and Radio Philip-
pines Network (RPN), media which the fascist dictator Marcos owns
through dummies.

Compared with other Manila papers which were sold at 25 to 30
centavos per copy before they were forced out of the streets by martial
law, the Daily Express started, for every 40-page copy, at a price of
10 centavos in Greater Manila and 15 centavos in the provinces. The
printing cost per copy was 29 centavos, and at 10 centavos a 